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DNA

NURSULTAN: Humanitarian aid 
is a generally accepted interna-
tional practice to provide mu-
tual support to members of the 
world community.
Today, in terms of the global 
Covid-19 pandemic, many coun-
tries are providing various types 
of assistance aiming to increase 
their capabilities to tackle the 
challenge of the modern world. 
And Kazakhstan is also an active 
participant with this.
The President of Kazakhstan, 
Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, in an 
effort to provide an economic 

support to his neighbours amid 
the fight against the pandemic, 
have taken a decision to provide 
humanitarian assistance to Kyr-
gyzstan and Tajikistan sending 
them supplies of Kazakhstan’s 
flour in the amount of five thou-
sand tons worth more than USD 
3 million to each country.
The decision was made in con-
nection with the official appeals 
of the Kyrgyz and Tajik sides in 
order to ensure uninterrupted 
food supply to the population.
In a telephone conversation 
with President Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev, the President of Ta-
jikistan, Emomali Rahmon ex-
pressed his gratitude for sup-

porting the Tajik people during 
these challenging times and pro-
viding humanitarian assistance. 
He also expressed his gratitude 
for the assistance in the evacu-
ation of Tajik citizens to their 
homeland and in the transit of 
goods through the territory of 
Kazakhstan.

The telephone conversation be-
tween the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Kazakhstan, Mukhtar 
Tileuberdi and Foreign Min-
ister of Kyrgyzstan, Chingiz 
Aidarbekov, the Kyrgyz side 
expressed sincere gratitude 
to Kazakhstan for the decision 
to provide humanitarian assis-
tance. At the earliest possible 
time these goods will arrive at 
their destination in Kyrgyzstan 
and Tajikistan.
Kazakhstan, as a responsible 
member of the international 
community, in terms of the 
global coronavirus pandemic is 
not keeping away and continues 
providing the necessary human-

itarian aid to partner countries. 
So, back in February of this 
year, Kazakhstan was one of the 
first to provide partnership sup-
port to China amid the Covid-19 
epidemic, carrying out several 
deliveries of medical protective 
equipment.
Overall, the provision of humani-
tarian aid is one of the important 
areas of Kazakhstan’s foreign 
policy. The past years have seen 
Kazakhstan sent various types 
of assistance to Antigua and Bar-
buda, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Mongo-
lia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Serbia, 
Syria, Turkey, Japan, and other 
countries.

Kazakhstan provides aid to neighbours

PM grieved 
over deaths 

of Pakistanis 
abroad

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime 
Minister Imran Khan 
has expressed deep 
grief and sorrow over 
the deaths of Pakistan-
is living and working 
abroad due to corona-
virus.
In his tweets on Fri-
day, he said many died 
while serving in the 
frontline of the global 
war against COVID-19.
Commiserating with 
the bereaved families, 
the Prime Minister 
also prayed for early 
recovery of those still 
battling the virus.
The Prime Minister 
said we can never for-
get overseas Pakistan-
is who continue to do 
us proud and are our 
greatest asset.
He said the overseas 
Pakistanis are playing 
a critical role in the 
country’s development 
through remittances 
and charity work.

US envoy shares 
plans to help 

Pakistan
With more than $8 million in new contributions, the United 
States is collaborating with the Government of Pakistan to 
help stop the spread of coronavirus nationwide and to care 

for afflicted people; this funding will be utilized for a number 
of activities, including:Providing three new mobile labs so 

Pakistanis living in virus hotspots can be tested

A.M.Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: In a video message re-
leased on Friday on the U.S. Mission 
to Pakistan’s social media platforms, 
Ambassador Paul Jones discussed 
several new ways that the United 
States is partnering with Pakistan to 
combat coronavirus.  
With more than $8 million in new 
contributions, the United States is 
collaborating with the Government 
of Pakistan to help stop the spread 
of coronavirus nationwide and to 
care for afflicted people.  
All of these contributions were iden-

tified as top priority needs by the Pa-
kistani authorities, and they are fully 
paid for by the American people.  
This funding will be utilized for a num-
ber of activities, including:Providing 
three new mobile labs so Pakistanis 
living in virus hotspots can be tested, 
treated, and monitored to stop the 
spread, through $3 million in contri-
butions, funding high-tech emergen-
cy operations centers in Islamabad, 
Sindh, Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa, and Balochistan with $1 million, 
expanding our partnership with $2 
million to train community health-
care workers to assist people in their 
homes to lessen the burden on hospi-

tals, conducting life-saving activities in 
Afghan refugee and host communities 
in Pakistan with $2.4 million, admin-
istered by the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees.
“What I’ve described today is the lat-
est chapter in a long, vibrant U.S.-Pa-
kistan health partnership.  It builds 
on U.S. contributions over the past 20 
years of more than $1.1 billion in the 
health sector, and more than $18.4 
billion overall to the U.S.-Pakistan 
development partnership.  Together, 
we can stop the spread of this deadly 
disease to protect our loved ones and 
regain our prosperity and freedom,” 
said U.S. Ambassador Paul W. Jones.

Noose tightened 
around hoarders

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime 
Minister Imran Khan on 
Friday terming smuggling 
a curse for national econ-
omy said strict action was 
inevitable against smug-
glers, hoarders and profi-
teers to eliminate such ills 
from the society.
Chairing a meeting to con-
trol smuggling, crackdown 
on hoarders and elimi-
nating locust attacks on 
crops, the prime minister 
said smuggling and hoard-
ing resulted in inflation 
that put direct financial 
burden on general public 
and poor.
The meeting was attended 

by Interior Minister Brig 
(retd) Ijaz Shah, Minister 
for National Food Security 
Syed Fakhar Imam, Plan-
ning minister Asad Umer, 
Minister for Economic 
Affairs Khusro Bakhtiar, 
Finance Adviser Dr Ab-
dul Hafeez Sheikh, PM’s 
Special Assistant on Infor-
mation and Broadcasting 
Dr Firdous Ashiq Awan, 
Chairman National Disas-
ter Management Author-
ity General Muhammad 
Afzal and senior officials.
The prime minister em-
phasized the role of in-
telligence agencies in 
checking smuggling and 
hoarding and called for ap-
pointment of honest and 
dutiful officers at check-

points.
He also stressed effective 
coordination among the 
provinces with monitoring 
on daily basis and directed 
to ensure smooth working 
without any administrative 
hurdle.
The participants were 
briefed about target of 
wheat procurement for 
next year and provision of 
‘bardana’ (gunny bags) for 
farmers.
Khusro Bakhtiar told the 
meeting that Punjab gov-
ernment and Pakistan 
Agricultural Storage and 
Services Corporation 
(PASSCO) took timely 
steps for wheat procure-
ment and other provinces 
needed to follow the suit. 

Adnan Yousaf

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Of-
fice has strongly rejected 
the allegations made by 
the Indian Army Chief 
against Pakistan on Fri-
day morning.
In her opening state-
ment at the weekly news 
briefing in Islamabad on 
Friday, Foreign Office 
Spokesperson Aisha Fa-
rooqui termed those alle-
gations as irresponsible, 
false and spurious.
She said these baseless 

Indian allegations are pa-
tently designed to divert 
global and domestic atten-
tion from India’s state-ter-
rorism and egregious hu-
man rights violations and 
clamping of fundamental 
freedoms in occupied 

Jammu and Kashmir par-
ticularly post August 5, 
2019.
The spokesperson re-
minded that Indian forces 
this year alone have com-
mitted over 765 ceasefire 
violations resulting in 
martyrdom of 3 civilians 
as well as serious injuries 
to 54 innocent civilians. 
In 2019, India violated the 
ceasefire agreement 3351 
times. 
She said Pakistan contin-
ues to respond to Indian 
belligerence in a firm and 
responsible manner.

FO rejects Indian 
army chief allegations

More rain 
expected

DNA

LAHORE: More rain is ex-
pected throughout most 
parts of the country as a 
westerly wave is affecting 
upper and central parts of 
the country and is likely 
to persist in the country’s 
upper parts till Monday.
On Friday, rain wind-thun-
derstorm (with few hail-
storm) is expected in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab, 
north Balochistan, upper 
Sindh, Gilgit Baltistan, 
Kashmir and Islamabad.

‘Over 150 
healthcare 

workers 
infected 

DNA

KARACHI: The corona-
virus which has infected 
several healthcare work-
ers around the world, 
dozens of doctors, para-
medics, nurses and tech-
nicians in Pakistan have 
also contracted the virus.
According to statistics 
provided by health offi-
cials, 45 doctors and par-
amedical staff have test-
ed positive for the novel 
coronavirus in Sindh.

COVID-19

ISLAMABAD: Ms. Sonya Kayani, Regional Communication Director and Mr. Tahir Hafeez, 
Cluster Leader Supply Chain ME & Africa, Tetra Pak Pakistan present a cheque of 
Rs. 20 million for PM's COVID-19 Relief Fund. Ambassador of Sweden to Pakistan 

Ms. Ingrid Johansson was also present on the occasion. – DNA

Overall, the provision of humanitarian aid is one of the important areas of Kazakhstan’s foreign 
policy. The past years have seen Kazakhstan sent various types of assistance to Antigua and 

Barbuda, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Mongolia, Myanmar, Pakistan, Serbia, 
Syria, Turkey, Japan, and other countries

PM says strict action ‘inevitable’ against smugglers, 
hoarders; role of intelligence agencies in checking 
smuggling and hoarding and called for appointment 

of honest and dutiful officers at checkpoints

Another Pak taxi 
driver loses life 

DNA

LONDON: Another Pakistani taxi driver has lost life 
to the novel coronavirus in South London, becoming 
the second Pakistani taxi driver to lose his life to the 
deadly virus within a week.
Zeeshan Ahmed, 27, passed away at St. George Hos-
pital in Tooting. Speaking to Geo News, his father 
Mohammad Iqbal Gondal described his only son as 
a “shaheed (martyr)” who has left behind two sons, 
both under the age of five.

WUHAN: China's corona-
virus ground-zero city of 
Wuhan on Friday admit-
ted missteps in tallying 
its death toll as it abrupt-
ly raised the count by 50 
percent following growing 
world doubts about Chi-
nese transparency.
The United States has led 

the charge in questioning 
China's handling of the 
pandemic and how much 
information it has really 
shared with the interna-
tional community since 
the virus emerged late last 
year.
Authorities in Wuhan in-
itially tried to cover up 

the outbreak, punishing 
doctors who had raised 
the alarm online in De-
cember, and there have 
been questions about the 
government's recording 
of infections as it repeat-
edly changed its counting 
criteria at the peak of the 
outbreak. – APP

Wuhan raises death 
toll 50%: report

PM to 
sit with 
Ulema

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan on Friday 
directed the concerned 
authorities for devising  a 
safety plan against coro-
navirus during the month 
of Ramazan after holding  
consultations with Ulema. 
The prime minister ex-
pressed these views in a 
meeting with Federal Min-
ister for  Religious Affairs 
Noorul Haq Qadri. 
The consultative meeting 
of President Dr Arif Alvi 
with Ulema, to be held 
Saturday,  came under dis-
cussion. 
The prime minister is also 
due to hold a meeting with 
Ulema next week. – APP

IMF 
approves 

grant

DNA

ISLAMABAD” Interna-
tional Monetary Fund has 
approved 1.386 billion 
dollars disbursement to 
Pakistan under the Rap-
id Financing Instrument 
to address the economic 
impact of COVID-19 Pan-
demic.
In a statement, IMF 
said with the near-term 
outlook deteriorating 
sharply, Pakistan swiftly 
put in place measures to 
contain the impact of the 
shock and support eco-
nomic activity. 
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Businessmen 
reject hoarding 

ordinance
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The  hoarding ordi-
nance  cannot achieve its objectives 
Without the consultation and involve-
ment of business community. it will 
create further constraints on price 
stability and continuous supply.
These views were expressed by the 
President of the Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry, Muham-
mad Ahmed Waheed, in a meeting 
with retailors in Islamabad Chamber 
today.
“It is  unfortune that the business 
community has never been consulted 
while making polices and laws con-
cerning the business community. Any 
law without the consultaion of the 

stakeholders will never produce the 
required result.this ordinance will 
further distrub the  business friend-
ly  and conducive environment for in-
vestment , he said.
On this occasion, people associated 
with retail businesses expressed their 
concern and stated  that it would be-
come difficult for them to continue 
their  businesses.  They said above 
mentioned  ordinance  will create hur-
dle for the smooth supply of essential 
commodities and will also disturb the 
whole chain of supply.
President of Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce & industry on the re-
quest of the retailer community calls 
a meeting in Islamabad chamber to-
morrow at 11am to formulate the pol-
icy regarding this ordinance .

Briefs
Three 

policemen 
suspended
ISLAMABAD: Superin-
tendent of Police (Indus-
trial-Area ) Zubair Ahmed 
Shakih has suspended 
three policemen over 
charges of corruption 
and issued show cause 
notice to SHO Sabzi 
Mandi over poor perfor-
mance,  a police spokes-
man said on Friday.
He said that complaints 
regarding corruption 
were received against 
three policemen per-
forming duty at `CDA 
Police Picket’.  DIG 
(Operations) Waqar 
Uddin Syed  ordered 
SP (Industrial Area) to 
suspend and conduct in-
quiry against them. The 
SP would submit inquiry 
report following which 
further action would be 
initiated against them 
on basis of reports.
DIG (Operations) Waqar 
Uddin Syed said that a 
policy of zero tolerance 
against corruption is 
pursued in Islamabad 
Police as this menace se-
riously undermines the 
country.  – APP

Tractors 
assembling 

reduced
ISLAMABAD: Tractors 
manufacturing during 
the first seven months 
of the current financial 
year has been decreased 
by 37.22 percent as 
compared to the manu-
facturing of the corre-
sponding period of last 
year. During the period 
from July to January 
2019-20, some 17,354 
units of tractors were 
locally assembled as 
against the assembling 
of 27,644 units of same 
period of last year.
According to the data of 
Large Scale Manufac-
turing Industries, trac-
tors manufacturing was 
reduced by 59 percent 
in the month of January 
2020 as compared to 
the manufacturing of the 
same month of last year. 
In January 2020, about 
638 tractors were assem-
bled locally as against the 
assembling of 1,675 trac-
tors of the same month of 
last year. – APP

Franchise 
post model  

being 
promoted

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Post is on its way to 
make a genuine turn 
around by promoting 
franchise post model 
which will capture the 
major share in courier 
and digital financial 
services market. 
Senior official told 
APP on Friday that Pa-
kistan Post was going 
to restore and regain 
its lost glory as premi-
um federal public or-
ganization. 
In this context Paki-
stan Post had recently 
took innovative initi-
atives such as e-Com-
merce, Mobile App and 
EMS plus to meet the 
rising expectations of 
the digital consumers, 
he added. 
He said that the fran-
chise model had been 
called the greatest 
business model ever 
invented, permitting a 
franchisee to open the 
business elsewhere 
could provide a com-
pletely new support 
team to grow the brand 
presence & revenues 
without incurring a ma-
jor cost. – APP

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Bernhard 
Schlagheck, German Ambassa-
dor to Pakistan, has said that 
the greater international coop-
eration and solidarity is criti-
cally important to deal with the 
global crisis emanated from the 
coronavirus pandemic.
The rescheduling of the debts 
of the developing countries by 
the international financial insti-
tution is a vital development in 
this regard that would allow the 
countries stressed by the debt 
servicing to pay more attention 
on improving their healthcare 

systems in the face of current 
crisis.
He said that the telephonic con-
versation between Imran Khan, 
the Prime Minister of Pakistan 
and Angela Merkell, Chancellor 
of Germany, has indeed played 
a role in mobilizing this signifi-
cant step.  
The honorable ambassador said 
this while sharing his mind with 
audience at online policy dia-
logue titled ‘Lessons from Ger-
many to Deal with COVID19’ 
organized by the Sustainable 
Development Policy Institute 
(SDPI) here on Friday.
He said the crisis is yet to be 
over in Germany. However, 

it’s being dealt through high 
testing which is 1.5 million/day 
at the present in addition to 
effective quarantine and social 
distancing. Besides, we have a 
tested healthcare system and in 
the face of this challenge, a re-

sponse strategy was developed 
rapidly and now a gradual reo-
pening of the business is being 
worked upon, he added.
Mr Schlagheck while highlight-
ing the importance of vibrantly 
functioning healthcare sys-

tems, said that it’s absolutely 
important for the developing 
countries including Pakistan 
to pay immediate attention on 
improving their healthcare sys-
tems for overall wellbeing of 
the society.  
He said that the federal govern-
ment of system in some coun-
tries has posed the challenge 
if effective decision-making but 
on the flip side of it, taking lo-
cal communities and people on 
board in such decision-making 
is highly important to maintain 
transparency.
He said that the system has 
worked exceptionally well in 
Germany where all the feder-

ating units have played quite 
effective role to respond coro-
navirus crisis.
The German envoy in Pakistan 
said that the world cannot af-
ford big powers’ competition 
anymore and it’s time to en-
hance international coopera-
tion, especially by sharing the 
scientific research and exper-
tise with the developing coun-
tries by the developed world.  
He said the re rescheduling of 
debts of the developing coun-
tries is an important signal 
in this regard which would 
provide these countries much 
needed spaces to pay attention 
on healthcare sector.

German envoy says Int’l cooperation must to fight virus

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Indonesia Iwan S Amri performs official duties from home. –  DNA

Pakistan to get IAEA’s nuclear tech-based 
COVID-19 testing equipment

DNA

ISLAMABAD: International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
is set to provide Pakistan the 
equipment for testing of COV-
ID-19 through use of nucle-
ar-derived technique.
“IAEA will provide Pakistan 
a Polymerase Chain Reaction 
PCR machine, bio-hazard safety 
cabinets, test kits and related 
consumer goods to help fight 
the novel coronavirus through 
the nuclear derived technique,” 
Foreign Office Spokesperson 
Aisha Farooqui said here at a 
press briefing.

FO spokesperson said the em-
bassy of Pakistan in Vienna was 
coordinating with IAEA for an 
early shipment.
She said the provision of equip-
ment would augment Pakistan’s 
national capacity to conduct 
COVID-19 tests, which was cru-
cial in containing the spread of 
the disease. “Pakistan deeply 
values the contribution of IAEA 
and its leadership for helping 
the members states in their 
efforts to fight COVID-19 pan-
demic,” she added.
“We also acknowledge the gen-
erous contribution of the IAEA 
member states to boost scien-
tific and technical capacities of 

other countries in combating 
this global crisis,” she said.
The FO spokesperson said Paki-
stan had a longstanding relation-
ship with IAEA and as its found-
ing member, would continue to 
benefit from its technical assis-
tance from various fields includ-
ing health, agriculture and energy 
besides contributing to Agency’s 
work of promoting peaceful use of 
nuclear technology.
On repatriation of stranded Pa-
kistanis abroad amid COVID-19 
pandemic, FO spokesperson 
said the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs through its embassies and 
missions had launched a robust 
and round-the-clock outreach 

initiative to provide the over-
seas communities relief and as-
sistance including food ration.
She said approximately 43,000 
Pakistanis in different coun-
tries had desired to be brought 
back to Pakistan for which a 
comprehensive and phase re-
patriation plan from different 
countries was under way.
“So far 2,287 stranded Paki-
stanis have been repatriated 
through 12 special PIA flights 
from Doha, Dubai, Bangkok, 
Istanbul, London, Baku, Tash-
kent, Singapore and Kuala 
Lumpur,” she said.
The special flights will land at the 
airports of Islamabad, Lahore, 

Karachi, Peshawar and Faisal-
abad. The spokesperson thanked 
the collaborating agencies of 
host governments for their coop-
eration in safe and smooth return 
of Pakistani nationals.
Pakistan strongly condemned 
illegal and unilateral actions of 
Indian security forces in Indian 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IoJK), adding that continuation 
of atrocities was “regrettable” 
as the region and world fought 
the pandemic of coronavirus.
“Pakistan is concerned over 
continued restrictions of move-
ment in IOJK despite growing 
number of corona patients and 
fatalities,’ she said.

She said blockage in IOJK com-
promising the supply of med-
icine and medical equipment 
was a serious point of concern.
The FO spokesperson strongly 
rejected the allegations made 
by Indian Army Chief MM Nar-
avane this morning and said the 
attempt was to malign Pakistan 
and divert attention from hu-
man rights abuse in IoJK.
She mentioned that Indian oc-
cupation forces recently com-
mitted 765 ceasefire violations 
resulting in several casualties. 
In 2019, India violated 3,351 
times through indiscriminate 
firings at Line of Control and 
Working Boundary.

PTA extends 
deadline for 

blocking 
of IMEI 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: In 
light of present coro-
navirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic, Pakistan 
Telecommunication 
Authority (PTA) has 
extended blocking of 
IMEI deadline to an 
additional 30 days for 
all GSMA valid device 
IMEIs seen on mobile 
networks but current-
ly not registered with 
PTA. 
The extension has 
been given to provide 
relief and facilitation 
to the public and en-
sure social distancing 
during this time. The 
blocking of such mo-
bile devices would 
continue from May,19   
and would be commu-
nicated via SMS, said 
a press release issued 
here on Friday.
PTA launched Device 
Identification Registra-
tion& Blocking System 
(DIRBS). Mobile de-
vice users can register 
their devices through 
website (https://dirbs.
pta.gov.pk/drs) or by 
dialing *8484#.

She said approximately 43,000 Pakistanis in different countries had desired to be brought back to Pakistan 
for which a comprehensive and phase repatriation plan from different countries was under way.

DNA

ATTOCK: The Coronavi-
rus pandemic COVID-19 
has claimed second life in 
district Attock as a Woman 
who was under treatment 
at CMH Hospital in Attock  
died of Coronavirus and 
buried under strict safety 
protocol in Attock city.
The district health author-

ities have confirmed that 
it is second confirmed 
death due to Coronavirus 
COVID-19 in the district 
during three days.
District focal person for 
COVID-19, Dr Asif Arbab 
Niazi told that 72 Years old 
Zaib un Nisa a resident of 
Moh Awan Shareef Attock 
city was tested positive 
on 16 April and was under 
treatment at a hospital 

where her breathed his last 
on early morning 17 April.
Rescue 1122 Attock offi-
cials told that Zaib un Nisa 
was buried as per safety 
protocol of Coronavirus 
COVID-19 under the su-
pervision of Police and Se-
curity forces. He said that 
only member of Rescue 
teams have performed the 
funeral prayer and burial 
with full safety gear.

COVID-19 claims 
second life in Attock

ISLAMABAD: Azad Jam-
mu and Kashmir (AJK) 
President Sardar Masood 
Khan Friday said the 
Kashmiris in the Indian 
Occupied Kashmir (IOK) 
were fighting both 'Modi-
virus and coronavirus.'
The Indian government 
had no strategy to re-
spond to coronavirus in 
the IOK and thousands of 
Kashmiris, detained in the 
Indian prisons, had been 
exposed to the infectious 
virus, he said talking to a 
ulema delegation of differ-
ent schools of thought.
According to Kashmir Me-
dia Service the delegation 
called on him at Aiwan-e-Sa-

dr under the leadership 
of the Secretary Religious 
Affairs Sardar Javed Ayub. 
Other members of the del-
egation included Mufti Me-
hmoodul Hassan Ashraf, 
Maulana Syed Ghulam Ya-
sin Shah, Maulana Zahid 
Asri, Maulana Mohammad 
Altaf Safi, Prof Qazi Mo-
hammad Ibrahim Khan, 
Maulana Danyal Shahab, 
Maulana Mufti Mohammad 
Ibrahim Aziz, Maulana Far-
id Abbas Naqvi and Maula-
na Nazir Qadri.
While condemning the 
Indian government for 
blaming Tablighi Jamaat 
for spreading coronavirus, 
Masood Khan asked, "Why 

coronavirus did not spread 
due to the hundreds of 
Hindu festivals held across 
India with the participa-
tion of millions of people 
during the same period?"
He said the Indian rulers 
had come up with the gim-
mick to divert attention 
from the situation created 
by the coronavirus and the 
failure of the Indian gov-
ernment to contain it.
The AJK president urged 
ulema, mushaikh and 
prayer leaders to boost 
the morale of the people 
in the wake of novel coro-
navirus, to make the cru-
sade against the pandemic 
a success.

Kashmiris fighting 
Modivirus & corona, 
says Masood Khan

Jazz distributes ration 
among 15,000 daily wagers 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Jazz with 
the assistance of Edhi 
Foundation would distrib-
ute ration among 15,000 
daily wagers in federal 
capital, Lahore, Karachi, 
Quetta and Peshawar, said 
a press release issued 

here on Friday. 
This food ration distri-
bution campaign was a 
part of the Rs. 1.2 billion 
COVID19 relief package 
announced earlier for 
emergency health servic-
es, communicative ser-
vices, and food rations 
that vulnerable commu-
nities needed amidst the 

lockdown. 
The #JazzCares initiative 
was launched early by the 
leading digital company 
to step up its support to 
the government servic-
es, including the strained 
health sector, and to assist 
with building economic 
resilience for the most vul-
nerable in society. 

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi 
Waste Management Com-
pany (RWMC) managing 
director has said that 
department was on the 
frontline in fight against 
coronavirus by providing 
exceptional cleanliness 
services to the residents.
While distributing ration 
packets among sanitary 
workers he said that de-
partment was timely lift-
ing waste from every nook 
and corner of the city 
followed by special wash-
ing with the disinfectant 
of major and minor rods, 

footpaths, bus stops, iso-
lation centres, quarantine 
centres and hospitals. 
He also directed the staff 
to adopt precautionary 
measures against corona-
virus for themselves and 
others. He said it was top 
priority of the company 
to provide clean environ-
ment to residents.
The authority was not 
only conducting cleanli-
ness activities but it was 
also involved in educating 
residents and urging to 
wash their hands, keep 
distance, avoid hug, avoid 

unnecessary visit to the 
markets and bazaars, he 
said.
On other hand, the squad 
of the department carried 
out special washing oper-
ation with disinfectant in 
different localities includ-
ing Gujar Khan, Kahuta, 
Kaallar Saydian, Taxila 
and Muree besides quar-
antine centres including 
Arid University, Godren 
College, Fatima Jinnah 
University (FJWU), Viqar 
Ul Nisa College, Rawalpidi 
Institute of Urology (RIU) 
and others areas. – APP

RWMC committed to 
clean environment
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Rescheduling debt WHO funding

W ITH economic activities stagnating the world over, developing 
countries are facing an increasing financial crunch. This means 
lower fiscal gains and much reduced capacity to pay back loans 

that are already due. In this situation, the group of top 20 economies – the 
G20 – has announced a one-year relief to the poorest countries of the world. 
These countries include 76 countries that are perched at the lowest rung of 
the economic ladder in the world. This one-year relief is aimed at lighten-
ing the burden of debt servicing and helping them in their struggle to cope 
with the pandemic. This announcement by the world’s largest economies is 
timely and totally in sync with the need of the hour. But there is some uncer-
tainty about Pakistan’s debt that may or may not be rescheduled. The G20 
announcement does not specifically talk about Pakistan nor does it give any 
hint about Pakistan’s likely inclusion in the list of the beneficiary countries. 
The IMF and World Bank have also announced their support to this initiative 
by the G20 and that’s where a hope for Pakistan lies.
The developed countries must realize the threat to Pakistan’s economy from 
the prevalent crisis, and consider debt payment rescheduling to save Pakistan 
from total economic collapse. The prime minister of Pakistan has already ap-
pealed for a global initiative on debt relief as Pakistan is facing a huge debt bur-
den coupled with inflation, poverty, and other problems. Pakistan has allocated 
billions of rupees in stimulus packages to save its sinking economy and after 
some time even feeding our population will be extremely difficult. Due to finan-
cial constraints and limited resources, the people of Pakistan will make use of 
the ‘partial’ nature of the lockdown and eventually move from their homes out 
to earn their livelihood which may spread the disease further. While economic 
activities are already at a standstill, due to partial operations in export-oriented 
units, the revenue will be insufficient to stop the decline in the economy. With 
this background, the Government of Pakistan has requested financial assis-
tance under the IMF’s Rapid Financing Instrument (RFI).
This emergency financing is likely to allow the government to address addition-
al and urgent balance of payment needs. This is important because it will also 
support policies that would make it possible to direct funds to the most affected 
sectors of the country such as social protection, daily wage earners, and the 
healthcare system. Though the latest figures of Pakistan’s debt after the first 
quarter of this calendar year ending on March 31, 2020 are not yet clear, we had 
seen a 40 percent increase in Pakistan’s public debt in liabilities in the previous 
15 months. This was not a good sign for the country, but in the current crisis 
there is apparently no other option but to request the International Financial 
Institutions (IFIs) to grant Pakistan a much needed relief in its debt schedule.

A T this time of a worldwide health crisis of Covid-19, the US presi-
dent’s instruction to his administration to halt funding to the World 
health Organization (WHO) is deplorable, and as unwise as it could 

be. President Trump has accused the WHO of mishandling the coronavirus 
pandemic in the world. 
According to Trump’s hyperbolic statement, the WHO had failed in its basic 
duty to contain the virus and must be held accountable for this negligence. 
President Trump insists that the WHO’s lack of responsibility prompted 
China’s ‘disinformation’ about the virus that likely led to a wider outbreak. 
It is noteworthy that the United States is the biggest donor to the WHO 
whose head office is in Geneva. America contributes nearly 15 percent of 
the WHO’s total budget. The world reaction to this Trump caprice has been 
befitting and prompt.
First the director-general of the UN health agency regretted that President 
Trump had taken this hasty decision to halt funding when it needed help the 
most. He was right in pointing out that this is the time for the world to unite 
in the common struggle against an enemy that can target anyone, anywhere. 
The DG also reaffirmed the WHO commitment to keep “working without 
fear or favour”. Similar statements have been issued by the head of the UN, 
Guterres, the head of the Johns Hopkins Center for Health Security, the EU 
foreign policy chief, the US Center for Disease Control, and the American 
Medical Association. The former Ebola coordinator for the US Department 
of Health termed it nothing but an attempt by President Trump to distract 
from his own history of downplaying the severity of the coronavirus crisis 
and his administration’s failure to prepare for it.
At this crucial juncture of world history we expect all the countries of the 
world to unite, and all the relevant international institutions to work togeth-
er to fight this menace. The WHO may have been slow in its response but 
for that matter nearly all countries in the world took some time to realize 
the magnitude of this danger. Targeting the WHO for any imaginary or real 
lapses at this moment is neither sane not suggestible. The WHO has a track 
record of fighting several battles in the past against AIDS, Congo fever, ebo-
la, malaria, polio, SARS, and many other diseases. In all these battles it has 
displayed success to varying degrees. 
Where it fails or makes an error of judgment, it is not entirely of its own 
making. For example, the fight against polio is being lost in countries such 
as Afghanistan and Pakistan not because of the WHO but due to many other 
factors. President Trump must reconsider his direction and restore funding 
to this apex health body in the world.

Dr. Ramesh Kumar I
T is entirely unbelievable that delegates 
belonging to Western countries are, due to 
fear of the Covid-19 outbreak, reluctant to 

go back to their home countries, and trying to 
seek refuge even in less privileged areas.
The Trump Wall, which was actually meant to 
stop illegal entry of immigrants from Mexico, is 
now probably more to stop the entry of US citi-
zens to Mexico. 
A couple of months ago, Western countries like 
Spain and Italy were busy stopping refugee boats 
coming from African countries. Once, a super-
power, on the basis of its strong economy and 
power military, was claiming that nobody had 
the courage to challenge its world domination. 
Today, ground realities are telling an entirely dif-
ferent story.
The Law of Karma is applicable to everyone, re-
gardless of his/her social status. As per Hindu-
ism, every good deed which we do in our life re-
sults in peace and prosperity. On the other hand, 
every sin brings problems in our life. During 
our day-to-day interactions, we are either deal-
ing with our past actions or creating new ones. 
Thus, the destiny of a human revolves around 
his/her own actions. 
This concept is also known as the Karmic cycle, 
emphasizing that our past actions are responsi-
ble for all kinds of good and bad happenings.
God obviously helps all those persons who are 
obedient to His teachings and as a result, they 

are blessed with peace, happiness and prosperi-
ty in their lives. 
Contrary to this, a person interested in indulg-
ing himself in evil deeds has to suffer badly. Sins 
of past crimes never let the person escape until 
a sincere apology is offered to seek repent. In 
my view, the Karma ideology is also applicable to 
all nations and countries. Some of the decisions, 
at the state level, are taken for public welfare but 
some are very harmful for humanity.
The brutal way in which the Native American in-
habitants were massacred in the United States is 
a shameful chapter of history. 
The discrimination against black minority com-
munity is also an open secret. Similarly, many 
Western powers were involved in exploitation 
during the colonial era in order to occupy terri-
tories of others. 
World powers, to fulfill their vested interests, 
used to promote the culture of warfare, mili-
tancy and armed conflicts in different regions. 
Many crises are kept unresolved to boost the 
weapon industry. 
Thousands of innocent migrants have to face kid-
napping, slavery, torture, murder and physical 
violence on a daily basis, but the right to receive 
assistance, the right to protection from abuse 
and the freedom to seek asylum are never ever 
granted by these so-called civilized countries.
It is true that the entire population is not re-
sponsible for the evil deeds of colonial powers 

or social crimes carried out by some elements. 
However, it is the collective responsibility of 
every human being, especially belonging to pow-
erful countries, to seek repentance. 
We should understand that today if we burn the 
home of somebody then tomorrow, in return 
someone would burn our home. 
Even if we keep ourselves safe from the dire cir-
cumstances on the basis of power and authority 
we enjoy today then as per karma laws, our near 
and dear ones have to pay the price some other 
day.
It is therefore very necessary to learn from our 
past mistakes. In order to provide eternal peace 
to the souls of our elders, Hinduism emphasizes 
to compensate in the form of doing good deeds, 
such as charity and welfare activities. 
Failure to do so will result in our lives moving in 
a cycle, and there will always a trouble coming 
again and again to disturb our life.
The Karmic cycle of the international communi-
ty, in my view, would only be ended if all world 
leaders understood their responsibility to main-
tain peace by supporting oppressed nations. Ac-
cording to Hindu astrology, the ongoing Covid-19 
outbreak crisis will be controlled in September.

The writer is a member of the National As-
sembly and patron-in-chief of the Pakistan 

Hindu Council. Article first published in 
The News on April 18, 2020.

Karmic cycle : COVID 19 and its aftermath effects
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P AKISTAN and Belarus celebrated the 25th anni-
versary of diplomatic relations in 2019. Bilateral 
relations between both the countries have been 

on the rise since 2014. Afterwards, Pakistan and Belarus 
emphasized to use the better political understanding and 
close parliamentary association to create the favorable 
conditions for expanding bilateral relations and promot-
ing befitting propositions mainly in the sectors of indus-
try, agriculture and pharmaceuticals.

In order to intensify the inter-parliamentary dialogue, 
both countries have been discussing the possibilities to 
organize mutual visits in 2020 by the heads of the legis-
lative bodies of Belarus and Pakistan, as well as by the 
representatives of friendship groups. 
In the past, during their various interactive meetings and 
sessions both countries stressed the need to coordinate 
systematic approaches to the further development of 
Belarusian-Pakistani cooperation in political, trade and 
economic spheres, including preparations for bilateral 
events and mutual visits at various levels. Being prom-
inent regional expert on Belarus and CIS, I personally 
think that new hopes are emerging due to which new 
horizons are widening which may be further accelerated 
by having harmonious policies in the days to come. 
Pakistan and Belarus are 5,000 kilometers away from 
each other. They have different traditions, cultures, 
social setups, religions, and political systems. Notwith-
standing, the two countries have been maintaining 
friendly relations for the last 25 years and this trustwor-
thy friendship has now paying its dividends. 
Rise to commercial diplomacy, changing dynamics of 
international marketing and emerging socio-economic 
compulsions, geo-political alternativeness and last but not 
least, geostrategic scenarios  have encouraged both the 
countries to move forward by pursuing further socio-eco-
nomic integration and food & energy connectivity. 
More than 80 MOUs have so far been signed between the 
two sides having well organized institutional cooperation 
mechanisms in the form of commissions and working 
groups, a system of interregional contacts, groundwork 
for inter-parliamentary diplomacy and humanitarian co-
operation since the last 25 years. Both sides have ad-
vanced the bilateral relations to a mature stage. 
It is hoped that further enhancing of bilateral relations 
will heavily depend meaningful participation of private 
sectors of both the countries in the preferential areas. 
Close business-to-business contacts, exchange of busi-
ness delegations, one country exhibitions and business 
and investment incentives may be useful to achieve the 
desired goals of greater socio-economic integration and 
cooperation in diverse fields in the days to come. Inten-
sified economic cooperation holds the key of achieving 
trade target of US$ 1 billion. 
2014 was the paradigm shift in bilateral relations of Pa-
kistan and Belarus. During 2016-2017 there was numer-
ous diplomatic activities held between the two sides due 
to which    parliamentary diplomacy intensified and the 
heads of supreme legislative and representative bodies 
of both sides exchanged official visits. Various interactive 

business forums were arranged to forge new partner-
ships in agriculture and the textile industry. The joint 
commission for trade and economic cooperation was also 
arranged. The $1 billion challenge was to be formalized 
by signing a declaration on strategic avenues of econom-
ic cooperation between the Republic of Belarus and the 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan. It has not been finalized be-
cause of change in the political government in Pakistan. 
On its part, Belarus has taken various concrete steps to 
restart the bilateral relations, establish business contacts 
with the new government that came to power in August 
2018, and take solid measures on the $1 billion challenge.
Both sides parties are rigorously working on the imple-
mentation of the signed agreements during the official 
visits of the President of the Republic of Belarus A.G. 
Lukashenko to Pakistan on May 28-29, 2015 and October 
4-6, 2016 former, Prime Minister of Pakistan Nawaz Sharif 
to the Republic of Belarus on August 10-12, 2015), Prime 
Minister of the Republic of Belarus A. Kobyakov AT. to 
the Pakistan (November 9-11, 2015, sideline meeting of 
Belarusian President A.G. Lukashenko with Prime Minis-
ter of Pakistan Imran Khan, and last but not least, deputy 
foreign minister of Belarus visit to Pakistan during 2019, 
all showed increasing momentum in diverse filed of poli-
tics, diplomacy, economy, trade and commerce, FDIs and 
last but not least, inter-parliament cooperation. 
Belarus President Alexander Lukashenko visited Pakistan 
and inked various meaningful agreements and MOUs. It 
was first ever visit of any Belarusian President visit to 
Pakistan which showed its multidimensional importance. 
During his stay he met with former Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif and former President Mamnoon Hussain and dis-
cussed matters of mutual interests. Both sides agreed to 
enhance socio-economic ties in the days to come.
President Federation of Pakistan Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry said that Pakistan gave great importance to 
enhancing trade relations with Belarus. Both countries 
were gateways for each other to enter huge markets of 
Asia and Europe. He said Belarus should set up assem-
bly and manufacturing plants for tractors and heavy duty 
vehicles in Pakistan. These are the main areas of joint 
work. It is hoped that after signing of MOUs in the above 
mentioned areas both sides will get quite tangible and 
long-term results in the days to come. It is important 
that both countries and their private sectors/enterpris-
es, ministries, bilateral commission, chambers of com-
merce and last but not least, working groups, understand 
the  above given comprehensive road map to move for-
ward to achieve the desired goals of greater volumes of 
bilateral trade, inflows of FDIs, joint ventures, joint pro-

duction facilities, cooperation in technical education and 
many more.
Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry’s Delega-
tion will visit Belarus during 2020.    Despite, having cor-
dial and healthy relations, the trade volume between Pa-
kistan and Belarus is merely around 45 million dollars. 
The trade balance is heavily tilted in favor of Belarus 
as our imports from Belarus are around US$43 million 
while our exports to Belarus are just US$ 1.37 million. 
Pakistan is mainly importing tractors, tractor parts, pot-
ash fertilizers, tyres, synthetic yarn and synthetic fibres 
from Belarus. 
There is tremendous potential for Pakistan to enhance 
its exports of value added textiles, Pharmaceutical prod-
ucts, Surgical Instruments, sports goods and Leather 
products to Belarus. There is also a tremendous scope 
to enhance collaboration in the fields of agriculture 
and energy.  Exchange of Trade Delegations and single 
country exhibitions can play a vital role in enhancing the 
trade volume between two countries.
According to the official figures (2019) trade with Paki-
stan amounted to 53 million dollars. Exports of Belaru-
sian goods to Pakistan amounted to $ 39.4 million, a de-
cline of 38.7 percent, imports $ 13.4 million, an increase 
of 26.9 percent. 
The balance of bilateral trade is positive for Belarus ($ 
26 million). For the further strengthening of bilateral re-
lations and trade volumes Pakistan asked Belarus to ini-
tiate the process of entering into a free trade agreement 
(FTA) Finalization of FTA which would bring the desired 
goals of greater socio-economic integration in the days 
to come. Setting up of Belarusian plants in Pakistan for 
the manufacture of automobile parts and assembly of 
buses, tractors and grain harvesters would be a value-ad-
dition for agro-economy of Pakistan.
Belarus must also consider technological up gradation 
and expansion of existing facilities in different sectors 
in Pakistan which would further strengthen the bilateral 
relations. Pakistan and Belarus can enhance economic 
cooperation through business-to-business (B2B) meet-
ings, exhibitions, and sending experts under the Feder-
ation of Pakistan Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
(FPCCI) platform. A joint Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry may also improve trade relations between the 
two countries. It would secure the commercial interests 
of the business communities of both sides.
Both countries can promote trade in fertilizer, chemicals 
and textile sectors. Joint ventures and inflows of Bela-
rusian FDIs can be handy for Pakistan’s local industries 
and increasing of its exports to Belarus.

Pakistan-Belarus Bilateral Relations: New Hopes, New Horizons
Dr Mehmood Ul Hassan Khan
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Rupee 
recovers 
against 
dollar

ISLAMABAD: The Pa-
kistani currency recov-
ered Rs3.31 in a single 
day on Friday against 
dollar in the interbank 
after approval of $1.386 
billion additional loan 
by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) 
for Pakistan and the 
G-20 group countries’ 
announcement for pro-
viding debt relief in re-
sponse to COVID-19.  
However, according to 
Forex Association of Pa-
kistan, the buying and 
selling rates of Dollar 
in open market were 
recorded at Rs165.5 and 
Rs167.5 respectively. 
The State Bank of Pa-
kistan reported that 
that in interbank, the 
price of Euro depreciat-
ed by Rs 4.28  to close 
at 177.21 against the 
last day’s trading of Rs 
181.49. – APP

211 
Kyrgyzstan’s 

citizens 
arrives 
home

DNA

BISHKEK: A charter 
flight from Istanbul, Tur-
key with 211 citizens of 
the Kyrgyz Republic on 
board arrived at Manas 
International Airport.
“For the safety of all pas-
sengers, they have been 
served on the platform 
of the airport and sent 
for examination.”
This flight organized in 
cooperation with the 
Turkish side as part of 
the evacuation of citizens 
of the Republic of Turkey 
located on the territory 
of the Kyrgyz Republic. 
On April 16, 2020, a vid-
eoconference was held 
between Foreign Minis-
ters of Kyrgyzstan H.E. 
Mr. Chingiz Aidarbekov 
and Turkey H.E. Mr. 
Mevlüt Çavuşoglu, dur-
ing which they discussed 
the organization of char-
ter flights for the mutual 
evacuation of citizens of 
both countries.

Spain virus 
death toll 

19,500
MADRID: Spain’s death 
toll increased to nearly 
19,500, government fig-
ures showed on Friday. 
The country reported 
585 new fatalities in the 
past 24 hours, but said it 
had  revised its counting 
mechanism, making the 
figures hard to compare 
to previous daily tolls. 
The total number of 
deaths in Spain now 
stands at 19,478, the 
third highest in the 
world after the United 
States and Italy. – APP

2,669 
corona tests 

conducted 
LAHORE: Punjab 
Health Minister Dr 
Yasmin Rashid has said 
that the provincial gov-
ernment has increased 
the coronavirus testing 
capacity and conducted 
2,669 tests in all its lab-
oratories in the prov-
ince in one day. “In to-
tal, we have conducted 
over 46,000 tests until 
now. We are conducting 
daily review of cases 
and are monitoring the 
situation accordingly,“ 
she said. – APP

Saudi 
govt says 
Ramadan 
prayers 
to be at 
home

DNA

RIYADH: Saudi Ara-
bia’s Grand Mufti 
Sheikh Abdulaziz Al 
Al Sheikh, the high-
est religious authori-
ty in the country, said 
that Muslim prayers 
during Ramadan and 
for the subsequent 
Eid Al Fitr feast 
should be performed 
at home if the coro-
navirus outbreak con-
tinues.
“ R a m a d a n ’ s 
Taraweeh (evening) 
prayer can be per-
formed at home if it 
cannot be performed 
at mosques due to 
the preventive meas-
ures taken to fight 
the spread of corona-
virus,” he said in re-
sponse to a question, 
adding that same ap-
plies for Eid prayers.

Qureshi launches ‘FM Direct’ 
app for digital connect 

DNA

HAVANA: The impact of COVID19 
can already be measured and will be 
assessed in the future by the striking 
numbers of people infected, the un-
acceptable numbers of deaths, the 
unquestionable damages to the world 
economy, production, trade, employ-
ment and personal income of millions 
of people.  It is a crisis that goes well 
beyond the scope of health.
The pandemic has emerged and 
spread amidst a scenario previously 
marked by overwhelming econom-
ic and social inequalities within and 
among nations. With unprecedented 
migratory and refugee flows, xeno-
phobia and racial discrimination have 

reemerged. The remarkable advances 
of science and technology, particular-
ly in the area of health, focus in the 
pharmaceutical business and commer-
cialization of medicine, rather than in 
securing the wellbeing and healthy liv-
ing of majorities.
Covid19 has come into a world over-
burdened by production and consump-
tion patterns, especially in highly in-
dustrialized countries and among the 
elites of developing countries, that 
are unsustainable and incompatible 
with the finite character of natural re-
sources upon which life on the planet 
depends.
Before the first case was identified, 
there were 820 million people suf-
fering from hunger worldwide; 2.2 
billion people with no access to fresh 

water; 4.2 billion without access to 
safely managed sanitation services 
and 3 billion lacking basic amenities 
for hand washing.
This scenario becomes more inadmis-
sible when it is known that globally 
around 6.7 billion dollars are spent 
on a yearly basis only in advertising, 
while military expenditure amounts to 
1.8 trillion dollars that are completely 
useless in the combat against the COV-
ID19 threat, which has already taken 
the lives of tens of thousands of people.
The virus does not discriminate. It does 
not distinguish the rich from the poor. 
However, its devastating effects multi-
ply there where people that are most 
vulnerable and get the lowest incomes 
live, in the poor and developing world, 
in the pockets of poverty of large indus-

trialized cities. Its impact is specially 
felt where neoliberal policies and social 
spending cuts have limited public ad-
ministration capacities of the State.
Covid19 has taken more lives where 
governmental public healthcare budg-
ets have been cut. It has caused more 
economic damages where the State 
has little or no options to bail out 
those who lose their jobs, close their 
businesses and suffer the dramatic re-
duction or loss of their personal and 
family income source. In most devel-
oped countries the death toll is high-
er among the poor, migrants and, in 
the specific case of the United States, 
among African Americans and Latinos.
To top it all off, the international com-
munity has to deal with this global 
threat while the biggest military, eco-

nomic, technological and communica-
tional power of the world implements 
a foreign policy that seeks to incite 
and promote conflicts, divisions, 
chauvinism and supremacist and rac-
ist positions.
At times when the worldwide com-
bat against the Covid19 pandemic 
requires boosting cooperation and 
the leading role of international or-
ganizations, particularly the United 
Nations (UN) and the World Health 
Organization (WHO), the current US 
administration attacks multilateralism 
and seeks to disqualify the established 
leadership of WHO. It also insists in its 
petty strategy of taking advantage of 
the circumstances to impose its domi-
nance and attack countries whose gov-
ernments it has discrepancies with.

Covid-19 pandemic: need to shun differences

ISLAMABAD: British High Commissioner, Christian Turner CMG  visited  COVID-19 National Emergency 
Operations Centre (NEOC). – DNA

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minis-
ter Shah Mahmood Qureshi on 
Friday launched a mobile appli-
cation ‘FM Direct’ for a direct 
digital connection between him 
and all officers of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs.
For the first time in the history 
of the institution, each officer 
irrespective of the grade or loca-
tion, is directly connected with 
the Foreign Minister.
Speaking at the launching cer-

emony of ‘FM Direct’, Foreign 
Minister Qureshi said digitiza-
tion of the Ministry would in-
troduce a “prominent change in 
ethics and work culture”.
The foreign minister said the 
‘FM Direct’ was a new and 
evolved way of thinking, encap-
sulating the spirit of meritocra-
cy and transparency” within the 
Foreign Office through digital 
communications. 
“The mobile application has 
been introduced during COV-
ID-19 pandemic as an efficient 
and swift medium of internal 

communication, in cognizance 
of the critical importance of 
interactive and responsive mul-
ti-stakeholder coordination and 
dialogue,” he said.

Qureshi said in next step, the 
Ministry would be made paper-
less and digitized .
He said the step under ‘Vision 
FO’ aimed at promoting a macro 
vision, digital landscape and a 
transparent way of communica-
tions. He acknowledged the con-
tribution of Chairman National 
Database and Registration Au-
thority (NADRA) in helping the 
launch of application.
He mentioned holding of ‘FM 
Connect coffee mornings’, 
where he regularly connected 
with a diversity of stakeholders 

across the country each month, 
to help frame a more progres-
sive and inclusive foreign policy. 
The foreign minister said he was 
in touch with Digital Diplomacy 
Group for setting up a more dig-
itally connected system for the 
Ministry.
Earlier in December 2019, For-
eign Minister Qureshi intro-
duced #VisionFO to the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs as part of 
his Public Diplomacy Initiative 
to promote a macro vision, dig-
ital landscape and a transparent 
way of communications. 

Cuban Ministry of Foreign Affairs issues statement; calls for global efforts to fight this disease

Firdous urges media 
role to defeat COVID-19

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Special 
Assistant to the Prime 
Minister on Information 
and Broadcasting Dr Fird-
ous Ashiq Awan on Friday 
asked the media to play a 
proactive role in educat-
ing the asses about the 
importance of preventive 
measures, including social 
distancing, to defeat the 
coronavirus pandemic.
She said the protection of 
media persons from the 

COVID-19 was the govern-
ment’s priority. 
Her ministry had ap-
proached the National 
Disaster Management Au-
thority for the provision of 
personal protection kits, 
which would be distribut-
ed among the media pro-
fessionals through press 
clubs.
The SAPM was talking 
to the media on the oc-
casion of distribution of 
personal protection kits 
among the media per-
sons here at the National 

Press Club (NPC).
She said like other sec-
tors, the government was 
considering a relief pack-
age for the media workers, 
who were already facing 
a financial crisis and the 
coronavirus had further 
added to the problems.
Being the incharge of 
Ministry of Information 
and Broadcasting, it was 
her responsibility to raise 
voice for the protection of 
the rights of media profes-
sionals at the government 
forums, she added.

Kyrgyz FM holds 
talks with Turkish 

counterpart
DNA

BISHKEK: Foreign Minis-
ter of the Kyrgyz Repub-
lic Chingiz Aidarbekov 
held a videoconference 
with Head of the Turkish 
Foreign Ministry Mevlüt 
Çavuşoglu.
During the conversation 
the foreign ministers of 
the two countries dis-
cussed topical issues of 
bilateral cooperation, as 
well as comprehensive 
implementation of the 
results of the video sum-
mit of the Turkic Council 
Heads of State, held on 
April 10, 2020.
Foreign Minister Chingiz 
Aidarbekov drew attention 
to the need for joint prac-
tical cooperation in com-
bating the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
The sides noted the impor-
tance of direct interaction 
of medical services of the 
two countries for online 

and other consultations on 
treatment and prevention 
of COVID-19.
The Foreign Ministers of 
the Kyrgyz Republic and 
Turkey also considered 
the issue of organizing 
charter flights for mutual 
evacuation of citizens of 
both countries. 
The Kyrgyz foreign minis-
ter thanked the interlocu-
tor for the decision of the 
Turkish authorities not to 

impose penalties on citi-
zens of Kyrgyzstan, who 
have exceeded the term of 
visa stay or residence per-
mit until the resumption 
of regular flights.
At the same time, 
Chingiz Aidarbekov ex-
pressed gratitude to his 
counterpart for the com-
prehensive assistance 
provided by the Turkish 
side in the fight against 
COVID-19.

“The mobile application has been introduced during COVID-19 pandemic as an efficient and swift 
medium of internal communication, in cognizance of the critical importance of interactive 

and responsive multi-stakeholder coordination and dialogue,” he said

British HC visits COVID-19 
emergency operations centre

DNA

ISLAMABAD: British High Commission-
er, Christian Turner CMG has visited the 
COVID-19 National Emergency Opera-
tions Centre (NEOC) in Islamabad to see 
at first-hand how Pakistan is responding 
to the crisis.
The centre is the key surveillance and 
data management centre for the global 
pandemic in Pakistan, providing data on 
how the virus is affecting the country and 
so strengthening the fight against the dis-
ease. 
The High Commissioner was accompa-
nied by the head of the UK’s Department 
for International Development (DFID) 
office in Pakistan Annabel Gerry.
They were received by the Director of the 
NEOC, Dr Rana Safdar, who briefed them 
on how COVID19 Surveillance is working 
throughout Pakistan.  The centre and sur-
veillance networks have been supported 
by UK Aid through the Global Polio Erad-

ication Initiative (GPEI), to monitor polio 
in Pakistan, before being used for COV-
ID-19 response. Dr Christian Turner said: 
“Hugely impressed with National Emer-
gency Operations Centre putting world 
class data, surveillance and epidemiology 
at the heart of COVID19 response.
“I’m proud that the UK supports this 
centre, which was set up to help fight 
polio. Now it has repurposed to become 
the biggest data centre in the country for 
all COVID-19-related information, as Pa-
kistan responds to this global pandemic.
“The dedicated people behind this centre 
underline the best of UK-Pakistan friend-
ship and shared problem-solving, even in 
these most challenging of times”
The data collated at the centre is pub-
lished daily on the COVID-19 dashboard 
by the Government of Pakistan [covid.
gov.pk]. The centre was originally the 
National Emergency Operations Centre 
for surveillance of polio cases, but is now 
also being used to track cases and collate 
data on COVID-19 in Pakistan.

Oil climbs 
as Trump 
lays out 

reopening of 
virus-hit US

DNA

SINGAPORE: Oil prices 
pushed higher Friday as 
President Donald Trump’s 
plan for a reopening of 
the virus-battered Unit-
ed States offset worries 
about a devastating sup-
ply shock triggered by the 
pandemic. Brent crude, 
the international bench-
mark, was up nearly three 
percent in Asian trade at 
$28.65 a barrel while US 
benchmark WTI rose 0.6 
percent to $19.99 a barrel 
-- but still around its lowest 
level since 2002. 

TOKYO: Japan will offer a 
cash payment of 100,000 
yen ($930) to every res-
ident, Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe announced 
Friday, as measures to 
contain the coronavirus 
decimate the world's 
third-top economy.
"We are moving quickly to 
deliver cash to all people," 

Abe said in a televised 
news conference to ex-
plain his decision to ex-
pand a state of emergency 
nationwide.
An initial plan to pro-
vide three times that 
amount to households, 
which have seen incomes 
slashed because of the 
coronavirus, was ditched 

and Abe apologised for 
the confusion.
Japan has seen relative-
ly few cases and deaths 
compared to hotspots in 
Europe and the United 
States but a recent spike 
in Tokyo -- which logged a 
daily record 201 new cas-
es on Friday -- has sparked 
concern. – APP

Japan offers $930 
payment to all residents


