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Trump mulls
full troop
puliout from
Afghanistan

DNA

WASHINGTON: US
President Donald Trump
on Tuesday at a White
House news conference
renewed his desire for
a full military withdraw-
al from Afghanistan.
However, Trump add-
ed that he had not set
a target date, amid
speculation he might
make ending Ameri-
ca’s longest war part
of his re-election cam-
paign. “We’re there 19
years and, yeah, I think
that’s enough. We can
always go back if we
want to.” President
Trump further said
“Well, I think everyone
knows we’re down to
less than 8,000 troops.
We’re with leadership
in many different fields
and in many different
parts of that country.
We’re dealing with the
Taliban, we’re dealing

with the president.
The president now
has gotten himself

straightened out with
the two presidents, but
we’re dealing with be-
cause they had, as you
know, they had compet-
ing factors and factions.

Uzbekistan
gold export
increase

DNA

TASHKENT : In Jan-
uary-April 2020, Uz-
bekistan exported
gold worth more than
US$1.55 billion. This
is evidenced by the
data of the State Sta-
tistics Committee.
According to the agen-
cy, the growth com-
pared to January-April
2019 made up 26.5%.
The share of gold in
the export structure
of Uzbekistan in Janu-
ary-April 2020 reached
35.3%.

Uzbekistan has in-
creased gold exports in
recent years. Gold ex-
ports in 2015 exceeded
US$823.9 million, in
2016 - US$738.2 mil-
lion, in 2017 - US$1.6
billion and in 2018 -
US$2.91 billion and in
2019 - US$4.92 billion.

(_Inside.. |

Speakers shed
light on Sino-Pak
relations during a

webinar

-Page 02

May 28: Pakistan
Became
Declared

Nuclear Power

UN chief terms
countering
Islamophobia
his ‘top priority’

-Back Page
Y

Thursday, May 28, 2020

Countering
Islamophobia ‘top
priority’ : UN Chief

A sister publication of CENTERLINE & DNA News Agency

PM Imran says

Fascist Modi
gvot threat to
regional peace

The Hindutva Supremacist Modi Govt with its
arrogant expansionist policies, akin to Nazi’s
Lebensraum (Living Space), is becoming a threat
to India’s neighbours,”

NEeHAL MIraj

ISLAMABAD:Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan on
Wednesday said the “fas-
cist Modi government”
in India had become a
threat to neighbouring
States, putting region’s
peace in danger.

“The Hindutva Suprem-
acist Modi Govt with its
arrogant  expansionist
policies, akin to Nazi's
Lebensraum (Living

Space), is becoming a
threat to India’s neigh-
bours,” the prime min-
ister said in a tweet giv-
ing reference of Hitler’s
policies justifying the
German expansion in
Europe based on racism.
Imran Khan said India
was a threat to Pakistan
in shape of false flag
operation, while other
neighbours including
Bangladesh faced the
threat through Citizen-
ship Act and Nepal and

China through border
disputes. The prime
minister said minorities
in India were also under
threat after being rel-
egated to second class
citizens. Imran Khan
mentioned that India af-
ter illegal annexation of
Indian Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir were sub-
ject to committing a war
crime under 4th Geneva
Convention and now also
for laying claim to Azad
Jammu and Kashmir.

India putting regional
peace at stake: Qureshi

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi has warned In-
dia’s aggressive policy
towards its neighbours
is putting at stake the
regional peace and secu-
rity.

Talking separately to
PTV and a private news
channel on Wednesday,
he said the world com-
munity must take notice
of it.The Foreign Minis-

ter expressed concerns
over the construction of
air strips and other infra-
structure in the disputed
territory of Ladakh. He
said China does not want

confrontation with India
and desires to sort out
issues through dialogue.
He, however, said China
cannot remain oblivious
to India’s illegal construc-
tions.Shah Mahmood
Qureshi said the Indian
atrocities in occupied Jam-
mu and Kashmir are before
everybody and it is bent upon
changing the demographic
composition of the territo-
ry. He said India has also
used the land of Afghanistan
against Pakistan.

USAID commits US$2 miln
for Central Asian migrants

DNA

TASHKENT: The U.S.
Government through the
U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development (US-
AID) has committed US$2
million dollars to protect
migrants in Central Asia
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. This support will
be delivered through the
ongoing  USAID-funded
Safe Migration in Central
Asia project, implemented

by Winrock International,
and includes support to
migrants from Uzbeki-
stan.

The COVID-19 pandemic
has created a humanitar-
ian and financial crisis
for millions of migrants
in Central Asia, many of
whom have been stranded
in transit and destination
countries across Central
Asia.The loss of jobs and
remittances has left fami-
lies without adequate re-
sources and legal protec-

tions. Migrants also lack
information about how to
protect themselves from
the virus, as well as the
resources to do so.
Through the Safe Mi-
gration in Central Asia
project, USAID will deliver
much-needed assistance
including informational re-
sources; referrals to essen-
tial services; alternative live-
lihoods support; and skills
training to help migrants nav-
igate the difficult situation
they are facing.
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ISLAMABAD: US Charge D Affaires Paul Jones awarding employees Irum who helped
during pandemic.US embassy gives speical awards to employees every moth. DNA

0IC
welcomes
UN Secy Gen
statement

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Or-
ganization of Islamic Co-
operation’s  Independent
Permanent Human Rights
Commission (OIC-IPHRC)
on Wednesday welcomed
United Nations Secre-
tary-General Antonio
Guterres’ rejection of an-
ti-Muslim bigotry during
the situation of coronavirus
pandemic.

“(This) echoes his com-
mitment to challenge and
combat ethno-nationalism
and all forms of intoler-
ances which are rising in
post-COVID scenario,” the
OIC-IPHRC said in a tweet.
The OICIIPHRC reiterated
that instances of Islamo-
phobia were violative of
human rights law, under-
mined multiculturalism and
posed a threat to interna-
tional peace and security.

DNA

BRUSSELS: Europe-
an Union chief Ursula
von der Leyen will on
Wednesday propose a
750-billion-euro postvirus
recovery fund for Europe,
but will have to win over
sceptical member states
to push it through.

Illegal polls in occupied Karabakh

Azerbaijan sends letter
to UN Secy General

The letter refers to the so-called “elec-
tions” held by Armenia in the occupied
Azerbaijani territories on March 31

DNA

BAKU: Permanent Rep-
resentative of Azerbaijan
to the United Nations
Yashar Aliyev sent a letter
to UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres within
discussions on the topic
titled ‘Protracted con-
flicts in the GUAM area
and their implications for
international peace, se-
curity and development’,
Defence.az reports.

The letter refers to the so-
called “elections” held by

Armenia in the occupied
Azerbaijani territories on
March 31, and strong con-
demnation of these illegal
activities by the interna-
tional community.

The appeal emphasized
that on March 12 and
April 14, Armenia held
illegal “elections” in the
occupied territories of
Azerbaijan.

“The “elections” are ab-
solutely illegitimate, be-
cause they were held as a
result of the ongoing mili-
tary occupation and ethnic
cleansing of Azerbaijani

territories. This means
a violation of the Con-
stitution and legislation
of Azerbaijan, as well as
the norms and principles
of international law. The
world community once
again with a majority of
votes confirmed the unac-
ceptability of the results
of these illegitimate, so-
called “elections”, the col-
lective rejection of their
validity, and therefore
demonstrated a consistent
and principled position on
the lack of their power of
influence.”

Masses to get relief
in budget: Hafeez

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to the Prime Minister on Finance Abdul Hafeez Sheikh has said
the government is preparing ‘Corona Budget’ and vowed to provide maximum relief to the
people in the upcoming budget. Talking to a private news channel, he said the government
is facilitating the business community as it is playing an important role for boosting eco-
nomic activities in the country. The adviser said the government is facing the challenges
of coronavirus and economy at the same time and it is making efforts to strengthen the
national economy and combating COVID-19 effectively. He said the government would in-
troduce an agricultural policy in collaboration with all provinces and in this connection
prices of fertilizer would be reduced to facilitate farmers. To another query, he said
the government would facilitate the construction industry in the coming budget and it
has reduced 90 per cent tax for Pakistan Housing Scheme. He said objective of the gov-
ernment was to provide maximum relief to the people and make their lives easy.~-DNA

Uzhekistan’s foreign trade turnover
reaches US$10.82 hillion

DNA

TASHKENT: According
to the results of Janu-
ary-April 2020, the for-
eign trade turnover (FTT)
of Uzbekistan reached
US$10.82 billion, which,
compared with the same
period of last year, de-
creased by US$1.3 billion.
Of the total FTT, exports
reached US$4.41 billion
(a decrease of 10.6% com-
pared to January-April
2019 was recorded), while
imports reached US$6.4
billion (a decrease of
10.8%) A passive balance
of foreign trade turnover
in the amount of US$1.99
billion was registered.

Uzbekistan has trade rela-

tions with more than 150
countries of the world.
The largest volume of
its foreign trade turno-
ver among them was re-
corded with the Russian
Federation (16.7%), Chi-
na (16.6%), Kazakhstan
(8.3%), the Republic of Ko-
rea (7.4%), Turkey (5.6%),
Kyrgyzstan (2.0%) and
Germany (2.0%).
Significant changes have
been achieved in the
structure of exports as a
result of increased pro-
duction of products that
replaced imported goods
and diversification of in-
dustrial production.

In addition, there is a
strengthening of relations
with neighboring coun-
tries, and a lot of work

is being done to develop
relations in the socio-eco-
nomic, commercial, indus-
trial and cultural spheres
with these countries.

In particular, there have
been significant chang-
es in the FTT in recent
years with neighboring
countries, such as Ka-
zakhstan and Kyrgyzstan.
The presence of an active
foreign trade balance with
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and
Afghanistan can be consid-
ered as a positive result
in the country’s foreign
trade.

The largest volume of the
FTT with other states (ex-
cept for neighboring coun-
tries) falls on Russia, Chi-
na, the Republic of Korea
and Turkey.

Among the 20 major part-
ner countries in foreign
economic activity, there is
also an active foreign trade
balance with six countries,
in particular with Afghan-
istan (US$213.7 million),
Kyrgyzstan  (US$138.8
million), Tajikistan
(US$93.7 million), Turkey
(US$42.8 million), France
(US$23.6 million) and
Iran (US$8.0 million).
With the remaining 14
countries, a passive bal-
ance of foreign trade is
maintained.

One third of the FTT
volume falls on the CIS
countries and, in recent
years, there is a tendency
to increase this indicator.
This, in turn, indicates
the expansion of foreign

economic relations with
the CIS countries.

As a result of measures
taken by the govern-
ment of the republic to
strengthen cooperation
with the CIS countries
and comprehensive sup-
port for foreign trade,
the share of foreign trade
of the CIS countries,
compared to the same
period of 2018, increased
by 3.1% and their share
in foreign trade, accord-
ing to the results of Jan-
uary-April 2020, made
up 35.1%.The volume of
foreign trade turnover
of other states in Janu-
ary-April 2020 decreased
(a decrease of 10.5%) and
made up 64.9% of the to-
tal foreign trade turnover.

The largest volume of
exported goods among
major partner countries
accounted for mineral
fuel, lubricating oil and
similar materials, indus-
trial goods, and various
finished products.
According to the results
of January-April 2020, the
volume of export of ser-
vices made up US$749.3
million, or 17.0% of its to-
tal volume and decreased
by 22.8% compared to the
same period of 2019. Over
the past three years, the
share of services in total
exports has increased due
to growth. In the export of
services, the largest share
falls on transport services
(61.6%) and travel (tour-
ism) (27.1%).

NDMA
launches
hotline

FARUKH SHAHZAD

ISLAMABAD: Na-
tional Disaster Man-
agement Authority

(NDMA) on Wednesday
operationalised a hot-
line 051 111 222 999
for registering and re-
solving locust related
complaints.

The hotline has been
established at the op-
eration room of Nation-
al Locust Control Cen-
tre (NLCC).

A spokesman of NDMA
said in a statement that
the aggrieved farmers
could register their
complaints about the
existence of locust in
their respective areas
or need of spray on the
hotline for 24 hours.



sy, oy

‘-‘

28) 202OE

o
-

ik A

Online sales can create
180,000 jobhs in Pakistan

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The online sales in Pakistan have
increased significantly and if Pakistan pursues the
development of logistics service and instant delivery
service, it will create 78,000 jobs.

The traditional offline sales around the world have
been seriously affected due to the outbreak of COV-
ID-19. The online sales have been developing rapidly,
and as far as I know, online sales in Pakistan have
also increased significantly.

“If Pakistan pursues the development of logistics
service and instant delivery service, and reaches
the level of China, it will create 780,000 employment
opportunities for Pakistanis according to the propor-
tion of population. The number may grow to 1.56 mil-
lion in the future,” Cheng Xizhong, visiting professor
at Southwest University of Political Science and Law
said in his article published by China Economic Net
here on Tuesday.

Small and medium-sized enterprises are now facing
great difficulties due to the pandemic, but various
online sales platforms have provided them with new
opportunities.

More and more companies of clothing, shoes and
hats, electronic products, frozen food, etc. have be-
gun to sell their products on online platforms.
Online sales have become an important business
mode during the pandemic period, and will also be-
come the future development trend of business.
From January to April this year, the total retail sales
of social consumer goods in China increased by 6.1
percent over the same period of last year. It is esti-
mated that domestic consumption in China will in-
crease further in the next few months of this year.
We would like to share China’s experience with Pa-
kistani friends.

He believed that the development of e-commerce
needs strong support from at least two industries:
the mobile communication technology and the logis-
tics service. Now, no matter in urban or rural areas,
e-commerce, logistics service and mobile communi-
cation are highly developed in China. We may stay
indoors and buy whatever we need through online
platforms.

In Pakistan, e-commerce is developing rapidly, but
mobile communication and logistics service may be
a little behind as some people in rural areas may
not have mobile phones. There is also a conceptual
problem. As far as I know, some Pakistanis still like
to go shopping in department stores and pay cash,
which is considered as a kind of enjoyment. But in
the current pandemic period, it would be better not
to go out.

ISLAMABAD, May 27 (APP):The Kashmiris
from across the Line of Control (LoC) and the
world over including senior All Parties Hurriyat
Conference leader and Tehreek-e-Hurriyet Jam-
mu and Kashmir Chairman Muhammad Ashraf
Sehrai have strongly condemned an attack on
a Sikh temple in the United Kingdom and have
expressed solidarity with the Sikh community.
According to Kashmir Media Service, Muham-
mad Ashraf Sehrai in a statement issued in
Srinagar while condemning the incident that
took place at Guru Arjun Dev Ji Gurdwara in
Derby, UK, said that the incident was also pain-
ful because the Sikh nation had always champi-
oned the just cause of the people of Jammu and
Kashmir. Jammu and Kashmir Muslim Confer-
ence Chairman, Shabbir Ahmed Dar in a state-
ment also expressed deep shock and anguish
over the cowardly and criminal act against the
gurdwara saying the purpose of the act was to
create disharmony between Muslims and Sikh
brothers.Jammu and Kashmir Youth Social Fo-
rum Chairman, Umar Adil Dar in a statement
condemned the vandalism at Guru Arjan Dev
Gurdwara in Derby describing it as an individ-
ual act. He demanded thorough investigation of
the inhuman act. He lauded the support of the
Sikh community to the Kashmir cause.
Kashmir Tehreek khawateen Chairperson Za-
murda Habib in a statement issued in Srinagar
while denouncing the attack stressed the need
for Sikh-Muslim unity to thwart the evil designs
of the common enemy. Hurriyat leaders Yas-
meen Raja,Firdous Ahmad Shah and Khawaja
Firduus in their statements also denounced the
sacrilegious act.— APP

DNA
ISLAMABAD :An unmanned boat with 5G wireless
technology has been used to monitor water quality
in a Beijing park.
According to the Beijing Daily, the unmanned boat
shuttles in the waters of Beihai Park to collect data
on water quality and the surrounding environment,
reported by Radio Pakistan.
The 1.2-meterlong boat is equipped with high-defi-
nition cameras and a water quality sensor, which
can transmit real-time data to a monitoring platform
through the 5G network.
The boat can be remotely controlled or travel along a
preset route. It can automatically avoid obstacles by
scanning through its radar.
After charging for two hours, the unmanned boat can
travel in the waters for five to six hours. It can trans-
mit several water quality parameters such as pH val-
ue and turbidity back to the monitoring platform and
update the information every 15 seconds.

-

ISLAMABAD: Embassy of Azerbaijan distributed grocery items to over 400 families in various parts of Pakistan in the wake of COVID 19.-DNA

Speakers shed light on Sino-Pak
relations during a webinar

DNA

ISLAMABAD: ““Pakistan
and China enjoy a unique
relationship, which has
grown with the passage of
time, and at present it is far
more diverse and vibrant,
than ever.”

This was stated by Zahoor
Ahmed, Additional Secre-
tary (Asia-Pacific), address-
ing a webinar organized to
commemorate 69th Anni-
versary of establishment
of diplomatic relations be-
tween Pakistan and China.
On 21st May, 1951 diplo-
matic relations were estab-
lished between Pakistan
and China. To mark the
occasion,  China-Pakistan
Study Centre (CPSC) at the
Institute of Strategic Stud-
ies Islamabad (ISSI) organ-
ized a webinar. H.E. Yao
Jing, Ambassador of China

in Pakistan made keynote
remarks, while Mr. Zahoor
Ahmed, Additional Secre-
tary (Asia-Pacific) at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
was the Chief Guest. Pan-
elists included Pakistan’s
former diplomats who had
represented Pakistan in
China over the past dec-
ades.

Dr. Talat Shabbir in his in-
troductory remarks under-
lined that during past 69
year’s relationship between
China and Pakistan with-
stood changes in interna-
tional system. Pakistan and
China have complete iden-
tity of views on all major
regional and international
issues. He highlighted that
CPSC continues to strive
towards deepening and pro-
moting Pakistan-China bi-
lateral relationship through
research, analyses and out-
reach activities.

Ambassador Aizaz Ahmad
Chaudhry, Director-Gener-
al ISSI, in his welcome re-
marks, underscored that it
is special occasion to mark
establishment of diplomatic
relations. Projects such as
construction of Karakorum
Highway, JF-17, FTA-I and
II, and CPEC are build-
ing blocks that have only
strengthened the relation-
ship over the decades. He
said work of CPSC and ISSI
have assumed greater im-
portance in the age of nar-
rative and it is extremely
important for both sides to
maintain constant commu-
nication and coordination to
save the relationship from
detractors.

Speaking at the occasion,
former foreign secretary
Salman Bashir paid tribute
to leaders and diplomats
who have nurtured the re-
lationship over the decades.

He noted that it is truly
genuine friendship which
cannot be quantified and ex-
plained through traditional
theories of the internation-
al relations.

Meanwhile, former diplo-
mat, Raiz Khokhar opined
that Pakistan-China rela-
tionship is a story of model
state-to-state  relationship
that has evolved over the
decades. Pakistan cannot
thank China enough for ex-
tending vital support during
difficult times in 1965 and
1971.

Additional Secretary Za-
hoor Ahmed, highlighted
that at present we are in
new stage of the relation-
ship which is dynamics and
multidimensional. Most im-
portantly, relationship with
China remains a central
pillar of Pakistan’s foreign
policy. He specifically high-
lighted extensive support

of China to Pakistan dur-
ing the recent COVID-19
crisis, which he noted un-
derscored strength of the
relationship.

Masood Khalid, Pakistan’s
former Ambassador to
China, underlined the
significance of strategic
cooperation for regional
stability, and noted that
Pakistan-China relation-
ship has assumed regional
and international impor-
tance. Ambassador Khalid
Mahmood, Chairman ISSI
and also former ambassa-
dor to China underscored
that five principles of peace-
ful co-existence continue to
guide the bilateral relation-
ship.

He highlighted that youth
needs to be engaged in
various facets of expanding
cooperation for enhancing
people to people contacts.
In his keynote remarks,

Ambassador Yao Jing com-
mended CPSC and ISSI
for organizing the webinar
to commemorate establish-
ment of bilateral relation-
ship, which he noted contin-
ues to be guided by mutual
respect and mutual support
to each other.

He underscored that a key
feature of bilateral engage-
ment is non-interference in
internal affairs and support
to each other’s core inter-
ests. These central tenets
have remained consistent
over the decades. He said
China is satisfied with the
current direction of the
relationship, as it has ex-
panded in recent years to
economic sphere.
Ambassador Aizaz Ahmad
Chaudhry, DG-SSI, deliv-
ered concluded remarks
and thanked esteemed
guests and panelists for
joining the webinar.

ICCI calls for increasing

SHAHEEN QURESHI

ISLAMABAD: Muhammad
Ahmed Waheed, President,
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
has demanded that devel
opment funds of Islamabad
should be increased in the
next budget so that the
city could develop better
and play an active role in
improving the economy.

budget of Islamabad

He said that development
works in Islamabad were
stalled for the last many
years due to which not only
the citizens were facing
problems but growth of
business and industrial ac-
tivities was also suffering.
He said that street lights
in industrial and commer
cial areas were not working
while footpaths and roads
were also in broken condi-

tion. He further said that
sanitation, waterand sew-
erage systemsin Islamabad
were also in disarray.He
said that for the last 4 years,
no development work was
done in markets and indus-
trial areas due to which the
condition of these business
and industrial clusters has
deteriorated  significantly.
He emphasized that devel-
opment budget for Islama-

bad should be increased to
address these issues and
urged that CDA & MCI
should focus on better
development of industrial
areas and markets to facili-
tate the growth of business
activities.

Muhammad Ahmed Wa-
heed said that Islamabad
was the capital of the coun-
try so it should be a role
model in terms of develop-

mentfor other cities of the
country. He appealed to
Amir Ali Ahmed, Chairman
CDA/Chief Commissioner
Islamabad and Sheikh Ans-
er Aziz Mayor Islamabad to
plan development projects
of Islamabad for the next
year in consultation with
business community so that
with joint efforts, it could be
developed as a modern city
of the country.

ING WATE:

FILTRATIUN Fiparv 8

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Mayor Zeeshan Naqvi visited I 10 area and inquired about water related problems of the resi-

dents. -DNA

AIOU formulates policy of financial
assistance during lock-down

SATFULLA ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Allama
Ighal Open  University
(AIOU) has formulated
a policy for providing fi-
nancial assistance to the

deserving students on the
basis of their attested docu-
ments during the lock-down
period of COVID-19.

The students who have
applied for assistance in
phase-2 of semester Spring
2020 would only be re-

quired to provide attested
documents in support of
their applications, to their
respective regions.

These documents will be
verified by the Regional
Assessment ~ Committee
(RAC) and as per the pol-

icy, approved by the Vice
Chancellor Prof. Dr. Zia
UlQayyum, the students
will be accommodated in
the payable fee in the com-
ing semester on the basis
of the committee’s recom-
mendation. According to

the Director Students’ Af-
fairs, Rana Tariq Javed, the
University’s Regions offic-
es across the country will follow
Standard Operating Procedures
(SOPs) for meeting with the stu-
dents to decide the merit of their
applications.

Zong 4G
shines as a
ray of hope

LAHORE: Zong 4G marks
this Eid as a tribute to the
resilience of the Pakistani
Nation as it releases its
much-awaited campaign ti-
tled #humhainone. As the
world continues battling
with the pandemic, Zong
4G has come forward with
a message of hope, opti-
mism and unity.

The star of the campaign
is Pakistan’s No. 1 Sing-
er, Atif Aslam, who hosts
international model Polina
Chepurnova in a journey
through the No. 1 Travel
Destination of 2020 - Pa-
kistan. The captivating TV
advertisement is a unique
blend of cultural heritage,
traditional music and the
openhearted  hospitality
of the people of Pakistan.
As the country’s widest
4G network of 14,000
cell sites connecting Pa-
kistan’s largest customer
base, Zong 4G has always
stood with the people of
Pakistan.

People urged
to take SOPs

seriously

ISLAMABAD :Parliamen-
tary Secretary for Reli-
gious Affairs and Interfaith
Harmony Aftab Jahangir
on Wednesday said that
the government has effi-
ciently conveyed the Co-
rona related messages and
SoPs to masses however
the people have not taken
these measures seriously.
He expressed concern that
unfortunately the general
public has not observed so-
cial distancing and safety
measures during Eid shop-
ping, while it is a critical
situation and any careless-
ness can further spread
the virus, a private news
channel reported.—APP
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What next?

Dealing with displacements

OVID-19 is raging across the world but even in these trying times

people are being displaced or forced to migrate. There are two ma-

jor reasons for this: one is the continuing conflicts in various hot-
spot, and second is lack of livelihood forcing people to move. According to
some latest figures, over half a million people have been displaced from their
homes in conflict zones during the past two to three months. Though the
UN and other peace organizations have been calling for a global ceasefire
during the pandemic, warring factions have paid no heed to such pleas. Most
of the armed conflicts around the world have seen no letup in casualties
and fatalities coupled with mass displacements and migrations. There are as
many as 20 countries where major displacements have taken place in recent
months; the highest number being in Africa and especially in the Democratic
Republic of Congo.
These displacements are imposed on people when gun-wielding warlords
with their soldiers invade villages and force people to leave their homes and
move on into wilderness. The victims of these atrocities become extremely
vulnerable to disease and starvations as their families have no wherewithal
to protect themselves against the coronavirus or to fight against the mili-
tants. The worst part is that the world community has taken no notice of
such recent displacements and no plan has been developed to tackle an im-
pending crisis when these displaced people start contracting the virus in
large numbers. There has not been any major effort to halt the conduct of
hostilities and settle disputes through talks.
There has to be a systematic response not only to the pandemic but also to
the displacements caused by civil wars and insurgencies. Attacks and fight-
ing have continued from Afghanistan and Yemen to Chad and Congo, with
devastating impact on children and women.
Other countries that have witnessed mass displacements include Central Af-
rican Republic, Myanmar, Niger, Somalia, and Syria. In these countries thou-
sands of people have been rendered homeless by continuing conflicts. Then
there are migrants who were on the lowest paid jobs and now find them-
selves even without that meagre living. According to the UN data nearly 10
percent of the population in at least 15 countries have been forced to migrate
because of Covid-19 and the resultant joblessness. Increasing border restric-
tions also have an impact on the mobility of migrants and the humanitarian
organizations are unable to reach such people. The world should not forget
about these people who are facing miserable conditions in displacement and
migration. The UN should lead a coordinated effort to counter this menace,
and the world community must come together to help the UN in this matter.
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FTER the air-crash tragedy that claimed 96 lives onboard with just

two miraculous survivors in Karachi, speculations are rife about the

possible causes of the crash. But before discussing that, we would
like to highlight a couple of other things too. First, the irregular construc-
tion of multistoried buildings in close proximity with the airport should be
a cause of concern for building-control authorities not only in Sindh but in
other provinces too. When the unfortunate plane crashed on a residential
area in Model Colony, the streets were too narrow for the rescue vehicles to
reach the crash site. It is a common occurrence in most cities of Pakistan
that house owners extend their home boundaries well into the streets ille-
gally, and thus the approach roads and the width of streets keeps narrowing.
It is good that the Edhi and Chhipa Trust ambulances, and rescue workers
from other state and non-state organizations were prompt in reaching the
crash site.
In most cases, whenever an accident takes place our rescue efforts are not
well-coordinated. Individuals and organizations respond to the tragedy in
their own way, resulting in haphazard rescue work. Finally, when such trage-
dies take place, we go into an overdrive to propound various theories without
waiting for the inquiry to complete.
People also start showing their apprehensions about the impartiality and
transparency of such inquiries. This is because in the past most inquiry re-
ports were not released and shared with the public. In this particular case,
we would like to underscore the importance of a thoroughly professional and
independent inquiry involving technical experts of civil aviation, Airbus rep-
resentatives, and maybe a couple of senior pilots who can critically analyze
the available data from the black box, and from air-traffic control.
In the past we have seen that such inquiries were delayed till the time people
forget about them,; this practice must stop.
Finally, may we say that it would have made for sensitive solidarity had the
prime minister visited Karachi. Such matters are fairly serious and we as a
nation need to reconsider our attitudes. We suggest that while the inquiry is
being held, a thorough review of the nearby localities of all major airports in
the country should be carried out. All high-rises and towers in the vicinity of
airports must be dismantled.
All major cities of the country must have a functioning and well-oiled rescue
mechanism that should spring into action immediately after any such unfor-
tunate accident. And finally, we must stress the importance of an independ-
ent and transparent inquiry into the crash so that the facts can be shared
with the people.

Ali Sukhanver

Even senior Indian
security officials are
admitting that at present
the Border incidents are at
their highest since 2015.
The basic purpose of the
recent talks in the last
days of this May was not
to settle down the deep
rooted conflicting i1ssues
between the two countries
but to lower down the
temperature’ between the
nucleararmed neighbors.

Just bury the hatchet

The recent talks between the Indian and Chinese
military hi-ups have ended after adding more ten-
sion to the situation. Experts say that things are
heading towards a serious break down in relations
between the two countries. Even senior Indian
security officials are admitting that at present the
Border incidents are at their highest since 2015.
The basic purpose of the recent talks in the last
days of this May was not to settle down the deep
rooted conflicting issues between the two coun-
tries but to ‘lower down the temperature’ between
the nuclear-armed neighbors. The most interest-
ing fact pointed out by the officials is that ‘neither
army was willing to compromise’.

At present the basic reason of this rising tension
rather the bone of contention is that India is work-
ing on construction plan of a road at the Pangong
Tso which would connect the disputed border be-
tween the two countries. Pangong Tso also known
as the Pangong Lake is an endorheic lake in the
Himalayas. An endorheic means a basin-like shape
limited drainage water reservoir which normally
retains water but does not allows outflow to other
external bodies of water, such as rivers or oceans.
Instead it converges into lakes or swamps, perma-
nent or seasonal. At its broadest point the width of
the Pangong Tso Lake is about 5 Km and this 134
km long lake travels from India to the Tibetan Au-
tonomous Region, China. On construction of this
connecting road, China has serious reservations as
this road may prove a security threat to China. In
the first week of this May, the Chinese and Indian
troops had serious clashes on the banks of the lake
leaving dozens of soldiers injured. Most of the in-
jured ones were from the Indian Army. Once again

on 9th of May the two armies had another serious
clash close to the site of the Doklam standoff.
Doklam is a narrow plateau lying in the trijunction
of India, China and Bhutan. According to China,
Doklam is a disputed territory between China and
Bhutan. China considers the presence of Indian
troops in that area is as a transgression. On the
other hand India claims that it acts in the area on
behalf of Bhutan, with which it has a ‘special rela-
tionship’. The situation of conflict and confronta-
tion between the two countries at Doklam is not
new, even three years back in 2017; the situation
became tense in the same way when the military
troops of the two countries engaged in a warlike
scenario.

Doklam is not the only point of confrontation be-
tween China and India; Siliguri Corridor is also one
of the points of conflict. This is a narrow passage
close to an isolated plateau in the mighty Himala-
yan region. It is the place where three countries
India, Bhutan and China converge. This passage
connects India’s northeast states with the rest of
the country. Commonly this corridor is known as
‘Chicken’s Neck’ where the word ‘Chicken’ refers
to India. Encroachments and illegal advancements
by the Indian troops in this area have always been
a strong reason of conflict and dispute between the
two countries. Keeping the neighboring countries
engaged in a state of war has become a routine
matter for India. From Pakistan to Nepal, none of
the neighboring countries is having safe and friend-
ly relations with India.

Recently the government of Nepal has also ex-
pressed its resentment on Indian activities inside
its territory. This resentment was specifically with

reference to the Kalapani Territory. According to
the details in the second week of this May the In-
dian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated
a strategically crucial link road which connects
Dharchula in the Indian state of Uttarakhand to
the Lipulekh pass near the Line of Actual Control.
The southern side of the pass is called Kalapani
territory and Nepal claims this territory as its in-
tegral part. The Government of Nepal has warned
the Government of India to refrain from carrying
out any activity inside the territory of Nepal. The
people of Nepal are also taking this ‘inauguration’
as a serious intrusion and invasion to their coun-
try. On 9th of May several people gathered outside
the Indian embassy in Kathmandu and protested
against the construction of this road-link. They
were holding placards and raising slogans against
Indian hegemonic designs. According to dif-
ferent news agencies, people in a large num-
ber joined the protest despite a nationwide
coronavirus lockdown.

Creating a warlike scenario is never a wise
desire particularly in the days when the
whole world is in a state of war with the
pandemic of Covid-19. In shape of Corona,
we all are facing a stronger rather merciless
enemy. We are left with just two options; ei-
ther to destroy this brutal enemy or let it
destroy all of us. So in the larger interest of
the world and for the sake of our survival,
we will have to behave intelligently. Indian
stubbornness, if not controlled, may lead to
a new war in the region which would directly
or indirectly affect the peace of the whole
South Asia.

May 28: Pakistan Became Declared Nuclear Power

Sajjad Shaukat

Showing aggressive deigns against Pakistan, on May 11,
1998, India conducted three nuclear tests and on May
13, 1998, two nuclear tests. Notably, both the countries
have waged three wars, especially on the issue of the
Indian Occupied Kashmir (IOK). Therefore, in response,
Pakistan successfully carried out its five nuclear tests on
May 28, 1998 and the sixth one on May 30, 1998. In this
regard, it took only 17 days for Pakistan to successfully
carry out its five nuclear tests on May 28, 1998 and the
sixth one on May 30, 1998, at Chaghi in Balochistan. For
the purpose, about five thousands scientists including Dr
Samarmand Mubarik and particularly Dr Abdul Qadeer
Khan had worked day and night and made the defence
of the country impregnable.Therefore, with national zeal
and fervour in different parts of the country, Youm-e-Tak-
beer (The day of greatness) is celebrated every year on
May 28 as the national day to mark the conduction of
nuclear tests.

It is noteworthy that in 1974, India conducted first nucle-
ar test in Rajhistan’s Pokhran to pressurise Islamabad.
When Zulfikar Ali Bhutto came to power, he paid much
attention to the nuclear programme, as he knew that
India would apply its coercive diplomacy on Islamabad
or could attack Pakistan. Meanwhile, during many crises
such as Kargil issue of 1999 and attack on the Indian par-
liament by the militants in 2001, New Delhi concentrated
its troops across the Pakistan’s border, with the intention
to invade Pakistan, while raising a series of false allega-
tions against Islamabad. Pakistan was also compelled to
deploy its Army along the Pak-India border. But, India did
not dare to initiate a war because of Pakistan’s ‘Nukes.’
Similarly, in the past, Indian rulers had intended to im-
plement their doctrine of limited war in Kashmir, but

they could not do

so owing to Pakistan’s atomic weapons.
And in the aftermath of false flag Mum-
bai terror attacks of 2008, India accused
Pakistan’s primary spy agency ISI of
supporting the militants. Although Pak
diplomats denied Indian self-fabricated
story, but New Delhi adopted a threat-
ening posture against Islamabad. Once
again, it deployed its troops across the
Pakistani border. Again, Pakistan also
concentrated its military to give a match-
ing response to India.

Likewise, in the aftermath of the false
flag terror of Pulwama, very tension esca-
lated rapidly between the two countries
on February 27, 2019. In response to the
Indian so-called pre-emptive air strike
near the town of Balakot, close to the
border with Pakistan’s sector of Kash-
mir, Pakistan Air Force (PAF) shot down
two Indian Air Force (IAF) fighter jets
and launched aerial strikes at six targets
in the (IOK). Pak Army also captured an
Indian pilot.

The truth about India’s surgical strikes
exposed, when Indian top civil and mil-
itary leaders failed in providing any evi-
dence. The then Indian India’s External
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj also
demitted that no Pakistani soldier or citi-
zen died in the air strike in Balakot.
Nevertheless, after the Pulwama assault,
India tried to make ground for a prospec-
tive invasion of Pakistan. But, it failed in
acting upon its plans to wage a conven-
tional war due to Pakistan’s atomic weap-
ons.

In fact, since Narendar Modi, the leader
of the ruling party BJP, became Indian
Prime Minister; he has been implement-
ing ideology of Hindutva (Hindu Nation-
alism) by persecuting the Muslims and
creating war-hysteria among the Hindus
against Pakistan.

In this re-

spect, Indian extremist rulers’ various
moves such as abrogation of the special
status of the Jummu and Kashmir to turn
Muslim majority into minority in the In-
dian Held Kashmir, continued lockdown
in that region, martyrdom of thousands
of the Kashmiris there, issuance of a
notorious map to bifurcate the Kashmir
region into two union territories and in-
troduction of new domicile law against
the majority of Kashmiris, including con-
tinued shelling by the Indian forces show
that New Delhi has completely ended any
sort of dialogue with Islamabad to settle
the Kashmir dispute.

Now, the entire world is facing the corona-
virus pandemic which has, rapidly, been
taking the lives of many persons. At this
crucial juncture, international communi-
ty is coping with this deadly virus. But,
under the guise of coronavirus, India has
politicised the COVID-19 epidemic by ac-
cusing the Indian Muslims and Pakistan
for spreading the virus in India. Availing
the opportunity, Indian rulers have im-
posed various kinds of restrictions on the
Muslims, while Hindu extremists have
set off a series of assaults against Mus-
lims across the country.

In this connection, DG of Inter-services
Public Relations (ISPR) Maj-Gen Babar
Iftikhar said on April 24, this year: “Chief
of Army Staff General Qamar Javed Ba-
jwa stated...India’s attempt to link coro-
navirus with Muslims and Pakistan has
failed badly...New Delhi has been pro-
moting Hindutva and saffron terrorism...
The fire of hatred which was first ignit-
ed in Indian-Occupied Kashmir has now
spread across India...the whole world is
facing the crises due to the coronavirus
pandemic...India is still adamant on pro-
moting RSS agenda in the region”.

In its reaction to the Indian 15-Corps
Command interview with BBC on April

1 3,

2020, Maj-Gen Babar Iftikhar termed
India’s insinuation about infiltration and
ceasefire violations (CFVs) “baseless”
and elaborated that they were “designed
to divert global and domestic attention
from the “unending fiasco...No less delu-
sional are the allegations about Pakistan
infiltrating COVID-affected individuals
into IOJK”.

Referring to the LoC, in a statement,
ISPR pointed out on April 29, this year,
“A Pakistan Army soldier and two civil-
ians embraced martyrdom when Indian
Army resorted to unprovoked ceasefire
violations along the Line of Control...
Pakistan Army responded effective-
ly, resulting in heavy losses to Indian
troops, Chief of Army Staff General Qa-
mar Javed Bajwa said the Indian Army
will always get a befitting response to
ceasefire violations...The Indian forces
along the LoC and the Working Bound-
ary have been continuously targeting
civilian populated areas with artillery
fire, heavy-caliber mortars...India has
committed 913 ceasefire violations this
year”.

It is mentionable that Indian Defence
Rajnath Singh on August 16, 2014 had
threatened Pakistan with nuclear war,
while BJP leader Dr. Subramaniam
Swami had also stated in the same year
that India needed only two years to
defeat Pakistan militarily, and the only
solution of Kashmir was war, as “there
is no peaceful, democratic solution”.
Taking cognizance of Indian war-like
diplomacy, Pakistan’s Prime Minister
Imran Khan and Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi has, repeatedly,
been stating to inform the internation-
al community and the UNO that New
Delhi can arrange any Pulwama-type
false flag operation to carry out anoth-
er military adventure inside Pakistani

side of Kashmir—

and any conventional war between both
the countries could result into atomic
war, having “severe repercussions, if
they “silently witness ethnic cleansing
of Muslims in IOK... they have failed
to implement the UN resolutions on
Kashmir...[which] remains a nuclear
flashpoint in the South Asian region”.
It is worth-mentioning that the US
dropped atomic bombs on Japanese
cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, as
Tokyo had no such devices to retaliate.
After the World War 11, nuclear weap-
ons were never used. These were only
employed as a strategic threat.
Nonetheless, unlike the former So-
viet Union and the US who followed
the principles of nuclear deterrence,
popularly known as balance of terror,
war-like situation exists between New
Delhi and Islamabad due to the peren-
nial firing by the Indian forces across
the LoC in wake of the unsettled issue
of Kashmir. So, India’s any military
adventure or a prolonged conventional
conflict with Pakistan could culminate
into nuclear war.

Moreover, it is owing to atomic bombs
that Pakistan can talk to India with
honour and dignity, discouraging India
from casting an evil eye on our moth-
erland.

However, May 28 is celebrated as
Youm-e-Takbeer by all the segments
of society, including general masses;
as on this very day, Pakistan became
the 7th declared nuclear power in the
world.

Sajjad Shaukat writes on international
affairs and is author of the book: US vs
Islamic Militants, Invisible Balance of
Power: Dangerous Shift in International
Relations

Email: sajjad_logic@yahoo.com
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KABUL: A probe team
led by Iran’s deputy For-
eign Minister Mohsin
Baharwand on Tuesday
met with Haneef Atmar,
Afghanistan’s acting
foreign minister, and
the two sides discussed
issues around the inves-
tigation of the border
incident, the Afghan Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs
said in a statement. On
May 22, the Afghan For-
eign Ministry said that
talks between Afghan
border commissioners
and Iran concerning last
month’s alleged drown-
ing of Afghan migrants
by the Iranian border
police ended without re-
sults on Friday.

“Mr. Mohsin Baharwand
expressed his deep sor-
row over the incident and
condemned the incident
in the strongest possible
terms,” said MoFA.
According to the state-
ment, the Iranian delega-
tion said that such an act
was not acceptable to the
people and government
of Iran and that Iran is
ready to investigate the
case together with the
Afghan probe team to
maintain justice.

At the end of April, over
50 Afghan migrants were
trying to cross the bor-
der when they were “tor-
tured and drowned” by
Iranian guards, accord-
ing to eyewitnesses.

Iran eases
restau-
rant curbs

TEHRAN: Iran further
eased restrictions aimed
at curbing the spread of
the novel coronavirus
Tuesday by allowing res-
taurants to accept cus-
tomers, as it announced
another 57 deaths from
the virus.

Since the first cases of
COVID-19 appeared on
its soil in mid-February,
the Islamic republic has
sought to halt the spread
of the virus without im-
posing lockdowns.

A deputy health minis-
ter signalled the easing
of restrictions on eater-
ies.

“Restaurants which be-
fore this decree were
only allowed to distrib-
ute food will be allowed
to accept customers
from today,” Mohsen
Farhadi told state tele-
vision.

Farhadi called on restau-
rants to respect health
protocols to ensure dis-
tancing of two metres, a
measure he said would
reduce client numbers
by 50 percent.

Britain’s
Turner Prize
cancelled

LONDON: London’s
Tate Museum on Tues-
day cancelled this
year’s Turner Prize
because of the coro-
navirus and said it will
award £10,000 grants
to 10 deserving British
artists instead.

Judges would have tra-

ditionally  announced
a shortlist for the
prestigious competi-

tion this month and re-
vealed the winner -- and
awarded an accompany-
ing £25,000 ($30,800,
28,100 euro) prize - in
December.But Tate Brit-
ain said “the tight time-
table for preparing the
annual exhibition would
not have been achievable
under the present restric-
tions.”-APP

UN chietf terms countering
Islamophobia his ‘top priority’

Pakistan had proposed the establishment of a dedicated OIC Working Group on Islamophobia. Several OIC
countries including Saudi Arabia, Turkey, Iran, Azerbaijan, Qatar, Malaysia and Egypt welcomed Pakistan’s
proposal and need for a concerted OIC position on Islamophobia at the United Nations
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ISLAMABAD:United Na-
tions (UN) Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres

has said that countering
anti-Muslim hatred and
Islamophobia is his “top
priority” and he “fully
agrees” with the assess-
ment that it could pose

a threat to international
peace and security.

The UN Chief gave the
statement recently at the
virtual meeting of Organiza-

tion of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) member states at
the United Nations (UN) in
response to the comments
from Pakistan’s Ambas-
sador to the UN, Munir
Akram, who drew his atten-
tion to the rising cases of
anti-Muslim violence and
Islamophobia in India and
urged him to adopt a more
focused and consistent sys-
tem-wise approach to fully
tackle the menace.

Speaking at the meeting
organized by OIC on the

theme of “COVID-19 Soli-
darity: Promoting Co-Exist-
ence and Shared Responsi-
bility”, Guterres voiced his
concern over the rise of
Islamophobia and called for
fighting this phenomenon
collectively, the informed
sources said.

Ambassa-
dor Akram raised concerns

In his remarks,

about the alarming rise in
Islamophobia and stigmati-
zation of Muslims in India
in the wake of the corona-

virus pandemic. He also

highlighted the oppressive
measures imposed in In-
dian Occupied Jammu and
Kashmir since August 5,
last year when New Delhi

annexed the disputed re-
gion in violation of UN res-
olutions.

While terming these de-

velopments a matter of
“grave concern”, Ambas-
sador Akram noted that
such vitriolic hate speech,
state-sponsored Islamopho-
bia and deliberate targeting
of Muslims in India was not
only a human rights chal-
lenge but could also endan-
gered peace and security in
the region.

Earlier, the Permanent
Representative of the OIC
Observer Mission in New

York, Agshin Mehdiyev,
also noted the exploitation
of COVID19-related fears
where the public discourse
had been weaponzied
against Muslims by stoking
Islamophobia.

In this regard, he made ref-
erence to the OIC’s latest
statements urging the Gov-
ernment of India to take
immediate steps to end
discriminatory treatment of
Muslims.

Earlier this week, Pakistan
had proposed the estab-
lishment of a dedicated
OIC Working Group on
Islamophobia. Several OIC

countries including Saudi
Arabia, Turkey, Iran, Azer-
baijan, Qatar, Malaysia and
Egypt welcomed Pakistan’s
proposal and need for a
concerted OIC position on
Islamophobia at the United
Nations. The remarks made
by the UN Secretary-Gen-
eral indicate that the OIC
will pursue Pakistan’s pro-
posal for collective action
to counter Islamophobia.
As a Pakistani diplomat re-
marked, no Indian puppet
can prevent OIC countries
from condemning the rising
Islamophobia of India’s Hin-
du extremists.

MILAN: Most of the shopping centers in Milan, Italy have reopened.-DNA

Female
peacekeep-
ers perform

well in

Congo

UNITED NATIONS:

Ahead of the International
Day of U.N. Peacekeepers,
the leader of firstever Paki-
stani Female Engagement
Team (FET) serving the U.N.
mission in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC),
known as MONUSCO, has
said that through hard work
they have established strong
bonds with local people, es-
pecially women, as part of
the world body’s efforts to
promote peace in the central
African country. “Resultantly,
enhanced protection has led
to a decrease in sexual vio-
lence cases, recruitment of
child soldiers and threats by
armed groups in the region,”
Major Saba Anwar, the team
leader, said in an online inter-
view with APP correspond-
ent in New York from her
base in DRC’s province of
South Kivu. ~APP

UN Secy General statement
victory of Pakistan stance: Shibli

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Senator
Shibli Faraz on Wednes-
day said that the state-
ment of

UN Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres on coun-
tering anti-Muslim hatred
being his top priority
was victory of Pakistan’s
stance.

In a tweet, the minister
welcomed the United Na-
tions Secretary General

pledge to root out Islamo-
phobia as his top priority.
He said that attributing
coronavirus to Muslims
was a reflection of BJP’s
extremist thinking and its
myopic mindset.

He said that extremist
attitude towards Muslims
in India was a violation of
human rights.

United Nations (UN) Sec-
retary-General ~ Antonio
Guterres had told a virtu-
al meeting of Organization
of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) member states at

the United Nations (UN)
that countering anti-Mus-
lim hatred and Islamopho-
bia was his “top priority”.
He said he “fully agreed”
with the assessment that
it could pose a threat to
international peace and
security.

The UN Chief was re-
sponding to the com-
ments from Pakistan’s
Ambassador to the UN,
Munir Akram, who drew
his attention to the ris-
ing cases of anti-Muslim
violence and Islamopho-

bia in India, and urged
him to adopt a more
focused and consistent
system-wise approach to
fully tackle the menace.
While voicing his con-
cern over the rise of
Islamophobia, the secre-
tary-general had called
for fighting this phenom-
enon collectively, the
sources said.

The meeting organized by
OIC on the theme of “COV-
ID-19 Solidarity: Promoting
Co-Existence and Shared Re-
sponsibility”.

DNA

KARACHI: The technical
team of the plane manufac-
turing company, Airbus, ar
rived at the site of the PIA
aircraft crash on Wednesday
to investigate the incident.
The team, comprising tech-
nical experts, had arrived in
Karachi on Tuesday to con-
duct an investigation into the
PK8303 plane crash. They
will continue with their probe
today (Wednesday) as well.
According to sources, drone
cameras will once again be
used during the investigation
at the site and the 11-mem-
ber investigative team will
use forensics today to probe
the crash.
Moreover, sources added the
team, along with a local inves-
tigative group, will focus on
finding the cockpit recording
today. A flight safety team of
PIA will also accompany the
Airbus team at the site of the
crash.

After a green light from the
Airbus team, the remains of
the plane were moved from
the site, including the cabin,

tail and other parts to the air-
port, sources said.
Sources, however, added,

the plane’s engine, landing
gears would be shifted in a
few days.

The shifting of the gear had
been earlier halted due to
the technical team’s investi-
gation.

On Tuesday, the Airbus team
was briefed about the crash
by PIA and fire department
officials. The Aircraft Acci-
dent and Investigation team
were present with the Airbus
technical team as well to as-
certain the situation.

The technical experts had
studied the remains of the
plane and inspected the en-
gines, landing gear, wings
and flight control system of
the aircraft.

The team had then inspected
the Jinnah International Air-

port runway and later visited
the control tower as well.
Airbus is conducting an in-
dependent investigation into
the crash, which reportedly
happened due to an engine
failure.

Cockpit voice recorder of
PIA flight PK-8303 still miss-
ing: spox

The cockpit voice recorder
of the ilifated PIA flight PK-
8303, which crashed in a Ka-
rachi neighbourhood on Fri-
day, had still not been found
by Tuesday, a spokesperson
of the airline had confirmed.
PIA spokesman Abdullah Ha-
feez Khan had said that hec-
tic efforts were being made
to recover the voice recorder
from the crash site.

The airline spokesperson
said that the recorder might
have fallen into one of the
houses in Model Colony area.
He had requested the resi-
dents to hand it over to the
authorities if they found it in
their houses. “Voice record-

er is important for the plane
crash inquiry,” Khan said.

He also advised the citizens
against keeping anything of
the aircraft at their homes as
memorial saying this could
be dangerous for their safety.
The airline had on Saturday
said that the black box of
the jetliner was found, which
included both the flight data
recorder and cockpit voice
recorder.

The PIA plane crashed into
a narrow residential street
in Karachi on Friday, dam-
aging several houses in a
densely-populated area in the
vicinity of the airport. Of the
99 people aboard, 97 were
killed and only two passen-
gers survived.

Soon after the crash, au-
thorities had cordoned off
the mishap site and banned
the transfer of objects from
there until the Airbus team
arrived to carry out a for-
mal investigation into the
incident.

DNA

LONDON: British
Prime Minister Boris
Johnson’s government
suffered its first resig-
nation over the con-
troversy surrounding
senior aide Dominic
Cummings’ trip across
country during corona-
virus lockdown when
Douglas Ross, a minis-
ter for Scotland, quit in
protest on Tuesday.
“The reaction to this
news shows that Mr
Cummings’ interpreta-
tion of the government
advice was not shared
by the vast majority of
people who have done
as the government
asked,” Ross said in a
Twitter statement an-
nouncing his departure
from government.

Pak students
inspired with
Xi’s reply

BEIJING: Nearly 100
Pakistani students stud-
ying in different Chinese
universities have ex-
pressed their opinions
over Chinese President
Xi Jinping’s warm reply
to a letter from Paki-
stani students at Beijing
University of Science
and Technology.

A few days ago, Chinese
President Xi Jinping
sent a letter to Pakistani
students at Beijing Uni-
versity of Science and
Technology with a warm
response. ~APP

China welcomes
release of
Taliban prisoners

DNA

BEIJING :China on Tuesday
welcomed the release of Tal-
iban prisoners and reduction
of fighting and violence in Af-
ghanistan and said it was con-
ducive to promoting intra-Af-
ghan dialogue and realizing
peace and stability.

“The Afghan people’s aim
for peace and cessation of
violence are more than
anything,” Chinese For-
eign Ministry’s Spokes-
person Zhao Lijian said
during his regular brief-
ing while commenting
on release of Taliban
prisoners by Afghan govern-
ment. He said the reduction
in fighting and violence was
also a shared aspiration of
the regional countries and
the international communi-
ty. Zhao Lijian said
China welcomed and appre-

ciated the release of Taliban
prisoners and reduction of
violence between the Afghan
government and Taliban. “It
is conducive to promoting in-
tra-Afghan dialogue and real
izing peace and stability,” he
added.

The spokesperson reiterat-
ed that China stood ready
to work with international
community to offer support
and assistance to peace and
reconciliation process in
Afghanistan. Yesterday, Af-
ghanistan National Security
Council’s spokesperson said
the Afghan government had
released 100 Taliban prison-
ers on May 25.

He also announced that the
prisoners release would con-
tinue in batches of 100 daily
until 2,000 prisoners were
freed hoping it would eventu-
ally lead to a lasting peace in
war-torn Afghanistan.

Sufficient petrol stock
available

DNA
ISLAMABAD :The Petro-
leum Division (PD) while
rejecting a news item appear-
ing in a section of electronic
media about shortage of pet-
rol said sufficient fuel stock
was available in the country
to meet for 13-day needs.
“There is sufficient stock of
petrol available to cater for
the demand of country, con-
trary to news reports in a
section of electronic media,”
a spokesperson for the PD
in an official statement here
late Monday night said.

The statement came after

the news about petrol short-
age in Karachi city appeared
in a section of electronic me-
dia.

As of May 25, he said, the
useable stock of petrol stood
at 255,000 metric tons,
which was satisfactory for
meeting the country’s 13-day
requirements.

Further, a vessel carrying
around 58,000 (MTs) petrol
had berthed at Keamari Port
on Monday, which would
commence its discharge af-
ter sampling and testing, the
spokesperson said. “Besides,
imports of the product are
lined up.
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