
Briefs CPEC excellent 
project, says 

PM Imran 

A.M.BhAtti

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan, while 
calling the China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
an excellent project for 
Pakistan’s socioeconomic 
uplift, Friday said the gigan-
tic multifaceted initiative 
would guarantee a bright 
future for the country.
Chairing a meeting to 
review progress on the 

CPEC projects, the prime 
minister reiterated that 
the Corridor was the mani-
festation of Pakistan-China 
friendship and the govern-
ment would complete it at 
any cost to pass on its ben-
efits to the citizens.
While applauding the per-
formance of CEPC Author-
ity, the prime minister 
directed for all necessary 
measures to further im-
prove its working as well as 
capability.

During the meeting, the 
prime minister was briefed 
in detail about the status 
of the ongoing projects un-
der the CPEC.
Federal ministers Asad 
Umar, Makhdoom Khusro 
Bakhtiar and Omar Ayub, 
Commerce Advisor Abdur 
Razzak Dawood, CPEC Au-
thority Chairman Lt Gener-
al (retd) Asim Saleem Bajwa 
and senior officers of the 
organizations concerned at-
tended the meeting.

All pilots cleared 
scrutiny process

DNA

ISLAMABAD (DNA): The 
government assured people 
that Pakistani pilots who 
were currently flying air-
craft had cleared the scru-
tiny process, a few weeks 
after the government made 
the startling revelation that 
many pilots had secured 
‘dubious licenses’ with ir-
regularities in them. 
Information minister Shibli 
Faraz defended the govern-

ment’s decision to make 
public the preliminary 
report of the Pakistan In-
ternational Airlines (PIA) 
flight PK8303 crash on 
Thursday, assuring passen-
gers that they should not 
worry about their safety 
while flying as all pilots 
currently operating air-
craft had successfully gone 
through scrutiny. 
“Anyone travelling right 
now should know that pi-
lots flying right now have 
gone through the scrutiny 

process. They shouldn’t 
worry,” he said. Faraz said 
the government under the 
leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan was com-
mitted to ensuring merit 
and transparency in all na-
tional institutions. 
He recounted how the PIA 
used to be a prestigious air-
line in the decades of the 
1960s to 1980s, but it was 
ruined by political interfer-
ence of the governments 
during the past 10-15 years.

Continued on Page 06

StAff RepoRt

ISLAMABAD: The Unit-
ed States Government, 
through the U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID), in cooperation 
with Pakistan’s Nation-
al Disaster Management 
Authority, has donated a 
shipment of 100 brand-new, 
state-of-the-art ventilators 
to support Pakistan in its 
fight against COVID-19.  
The ventilators arrived in Ka-
rachi on July 2 and will be de-
ployed in hospitals across Pa-
kistan. This donation delivers 
on President Donald Trump’s 
generous offer of these criti-
cally needed supplies and 
supports Pakistan’s urgent 

response to the pandemic. 
Made in America, the ven-
tilators are valued at about 
$3 million and reflect the 
latest in cutting-edge med-
ical design and technology.  
They are compact, easily 
deployable, and will enable 

Pakistan to more effective-
ly treat patients suffering 
from COVID-19.  
Ambassador Paul Jones re-
marked, “The United States 
stands with Pakistan in its 
fight against coronavirus.

Continued on Page 06

COVID-19: US provides 
100 ventilators

DNA

BEIJING: Ambassador 
of Pakistan to China Ms. 
Naghmana Alamgir Hashmi 
was accorded farewell after 
one-year tenure in Beijing, 
China Economic Net re-
ported on Friday.
Moin-ul-Haque, currently 
serving as Ambassador of 
Pakistan to Paris will re-
place Hashmi as the new 
envoy to Beijing.
Vice Foreign Minister of 
China Luo Zhaohui met 
with ambassador Naghmana 
Hashmi on Thursday. On 
the occasion, Luo conveyed 
his thankfulness to Hashmi 
for her great contribution to 
promoting friendly exchang-
es and cooperation between 
China and Pakistan, and ex-
pressed the hope that Hash-

mi would continue to care 
for and support China-Paki-
stan relations.
Hashmi thanked the Chi-
nese side for its valuable 
support during her per-
formance of duties and be-
lieved Pakistan-China rela-
tions would overcome any 
difficulties and challenges 
and constantly achieve 
greater development.
Hashmi is recognized for 
her contribution to the 
cultural understanding be-
tween China and Pakistan. 
As an ambassador in favor 
of Chinese culture, she de-
picts the traits of Chinese 
civilization as peaceful and 
benevolent. 
Meanwhile, she has endeav-
ored to share the core spirit 
of Pakistan and its people 
by introducing Sufism to 
the Chinese audience. Her 

deep understanding of both 
Chinese and Pakistani cul-
tures has warranted her 
achievements in bringing 
the two peoples closer. 
Hashmi is a champion of 
China-Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC). She high-

lighted the tangible results 
and benefits to the local 
people brought about by 
CPEC and recognized its 
renewed vitality into Paki-
stan’s socioeconomic devel-
opment. 
Her signed article “From 

Khunjerab to Gwadar: 69 
years of concord, coopera-
tion, and connectivity” rep-
resents part of her efforts in 
promoting the CPEC project. 
Devoted to improving Paki-
stan’s exports to China as 
a continuous effort inher-
ited from her predecessor 
Masood Khalid, the Paki-
stani Embassy under the 
leadership of Hashmi has 
cooperated with China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN) to hold 
the Pakistan Mango Festi-
val in Beijing in a bid to at-
tract the Chinese business 
community to explore the 
untapped market of Paki-
stani fruits. 
Hashmi also received in-
terviews from CEN several 
times on the topics of Chi-
na-Pakistan trade coopera-
tion and mutual support in 
the fight against COVID-19 

between the two countries.
Hashmi has also shown 
great leadership in the test 
of the COVID-19 pandemic 
by managing to deliver large 
quantities of Chinese dona-
tions to Pakistan in order 
and soothing the nostalgia of 
Pakistani nationals with ten-
der care when the pandemic 
first broke out in China.
The incoming successor 
Moin-ul-Haque joined For-
eign Service of Pakistan in 
1987, and has served in Sri 
Lanka, Canada, and Turkey. 
In 2013, he was appointed 
Director General (Europe), 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
and later assumed the po-
sition of Chief of Protocol, 
MoFA.  Moin-ul-Haque was 
appointed Ambassador of 
Pakistan to Paris and ac-
credited to Principality of 
Monaco in 2017.

Chinese minister bids farewell to Amb. Hashmi

Information minister Shibli Faraz defended 
the government’s decision to make public the 

preliminary report of the PIA flight PK8303: Shibli

Corridor was the manifestation of 
Pakistan-China friendship and the govt 
would complete it at any cost to pass 

on its benefits to the citizens

NAB 
summons 
Kh. Asif

DNA
LAHORE: The National 
Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) has summoned 
Pakistan Muslim League 
Nawaz (PML-N) senior 
leader Khawaja Muham-
mad Asif again on July 17 
as he failed to satisfy the 
joint investigation team 
when being questioned in 
Sialkot’s Kent View Hous-
ing Society scandal.
According to a private tele-
vision channel report, Kha-
waja Asif gave incomplete 
answers of the NAB’s ques-
tionnaire, whereas, he failed 
to satisfy the joint investiga-
tion team despite being ap-
peared before them today.
Asif has been questioned for 
the sale of 137 canal land 
during the interrogation 
session today. The PML-N 
leader replied that he has 
provided a complete re-
cord to the anti-corruption 
watchdog and sold the land 
after complete verification 
of its documents.
The investigators also asked 
him to provide details of his 
income sources which he 
had invested in the construc-
tion of the housing society. 
To this, he answered that the 
details of his savings were 
also given in his particulars 
provided to NAB.

COVID-19 
claims 22 
more lives

DNA
KARACHI: As many as 1496 
new cases were emerged 
when 10027 samples were 
tested raising the tally to 
90721 while 22 more patients 
lost their lives lifting the 
death toll to 1437.Sindh Chief 
Minister Murad Ali Shah 
disclosed this in a statement 
issued here from CM House 
on Friday. According to the 
CM, 10027 samples were 
tested which detected 1496 
cases constituting 15 percent 
result.  The government has 
tested 481050 samples.
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Ambassador 
Furqat holds 
talks with Ahmed

COVID-19: US provides 
100 ventilators, says 
American Envoy

All pilots cleared 
scrutiny process, 
says Shibli Faraz
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Qureshi reiterates 
Pakistan ‘One 
China’ stand

Ghani 
promotes 
Dostum to 
marshal

DNA
KABUL: President Mo-
hammad Ashraf Ghani in a 
decree promoted General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum, the 
former first vice president 
of Afghanistan to the rank 
of Marshal. The Office of 
the President in a statement 
said: “President Ghani is-
sued a decree in this regard 
late last month.” According 
to the reports, President 
Ghani approved the confer-
ment of the Marshal title 
on Gen. Dostum as per Ar-
ticle 19 and Item 64 of the 
constitution of Afghanistan. 
The decree further added 
that the title on Gen. Dos-
tum has been conferred for 
his services in resolving the 
political stalemates and en-
suring security in the coun-
try. The issue of conferment 
of Marshal title remained a 
hot topic during the negoti-
ations.

Judge Arshad 
Malik’s 

services 
terminated

ABid RAzA

LAHORE: The Lahore High 
Court (LHC) chief justice 
terminated the services of 
accountability judge Arshad 
Malik on Friday, media re-
ported. 
According to sources, the 
decision was announced by 
the administration commit-
tee presided over by the 
high court’s chief justice. 
Justice Mohammad Ameer 
Bhatti, Justice Ahmad 
Khan, Justice Ayesha Ma-
lik, Justice Shahid Waeed 
and Justice Ali Baqir took 
part in the committee 
meeting. 
Malik had convicted former 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sha-
rif in a NAB in the Al-Azi-
zia reference. The judge in 
a complaint filed with the 
FIA Cyber Crime Wing, had 
claimed that he had been 
blackmailed by PML-N sup-
porters.

Malaysia 
suspends 
Pak pilots 

DNA
JAKARTA: After the govern-
ment of Pakistan’s admis-
sion that many of its pilots 
held dubious licenses, Ma-
laysia’s aviation regulator 
announced it was temporar-
ily suspending pilots who 
hold Pakistani licences and 
were employed by its do-
mestic airlines. 
The Civil Aviation Authority 
of Malaysia (CAAM) said 
in a statement that the de-
cision came after an evalu-
ation of all foreign pilots in 
Malaysia. The regulator told 
Reuters that there are less 
than 20 Pakistani pilots in 
the country.
CAAM did not say where 
the pilots worked. National 
carrier Malaysia Airlines 
said it does not have any 
Pakistani pilot, Malindo Air, 
the Malaysian arm of Indo-
nesia’s Lion Air, said it does 
not have any foreign pilots, 
and AirAsia said it does not 
have any Pakistani pilot.

‘Driver’s 
judgment 

caused 
tragedy’

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Railways Sheikh 
Rasheed Ahmed on Friday 
condoling the unfortunate 
train accident occurring ear-
lier in the day in Sheikhu-
pura killing at least 20 Sikh 
pilgrims onboard said that 
unguarded railway cross-
ings across the country are 
a main reason behind many 
such incidents.

SAifullAh

ISLAMABAD: Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi held a telephone 
conversation with Chinese 
State Councilor and Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi. During 
the telephone conversa-
tion bilateral, regional, and 
international issues were 
discussed. Foreign Minis-
ter Qureshi underscored 
that Pakistan and China are 
‘All-Weather Strategic Co-
operative Partners’ and had 
preserved the fine tradition 
of expressing solidarity, mu-

tual assistance and mutual 
support to each other in the 
face of common challenges.
Foreign Minister Qureshi 
reiterated that Pakistan 
remains committed to 
‘One-China policy’ and 
firmly supports China on 
its core interests including 
Hong Kong, Taiwan, Tibet, 
and Xinjiang. Foreign Min-
ister Qureshi underscored 
that regional security sit-
uation was deteriorating 
and underlined that India’s 
belligerent posture and ex-
pansionist policies were im-
periling peace in the region. 

Continued on Page 06

20 Sikh pilgrims die 
in train accident
COAS Gen Bajwa expresses grief  

on the loss of precious lives 

ABid RAzA

LAHORE: At least 20 Sikh 
pilgrims lost their lives as 
a passenger bus rammed 
into the Shah Hussain Ex-
press train on Friday, ac-
cording to rescue officials.
According to the District 
Police Officer Sheikhu-
pura Ghazi Salahuddin, 
pilgrims lost their lives as 
the Lahore-bound train 
from Karachi met with an 
accident near Farooqabad 
railway station. According 

to railway officials, the ac-
cident took place at a train 
crossing without a barrier.  
All the wounded have been 
shifted to a nearby hospi-
tal, added officials. It was 
reported that all the bodies 
have been shifted to the 
hospital and rescue opera-
tion has been completed. 
The wounded were given 
first aid by locals at the 
time of the accident. The 
prime minister directed 
authorities to provide 
best medical treatment to 
the wounded.

FM Qureshi 
tests 

positive 
Ambassador of 
EU wishes him 
early recovery

AdnAn YouSAf

ISLAMABAD : Foreign 
Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi said on Friday 
that he had tested positive 
for the novel coronavirus, 
but was feeling “strong 
and energetic”. In a tweet, 
Qureshi said that he had a 
slight fever earlier today 
and had immediately quar-
antined himself at home.
“I have now tested positive 
for Covid-19. By the grace 
of Allah, I feel strong and 
energetic. I will continue 
to carry on my duties from 
home. Please keep me in 
your prayers.”
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Ambassador Paul Jones remarked, The US stands 
with Pakistan in its fight against coronavirus

eAting MAngoeS in pAkiStAni StYle

ISLAMABAD: Australian High Commissioner Geoffrey Shaw 
eating mangoes in Pakistani style. DNA

Army Chief 
saddened over 

loss of lives
ISLAMABAD: Army Chief 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa 
has expressed deep sense 
of sorrow and grief over the 
loss of precious lives in train 
accident in which members 
of Sikh community lost 
lives. According to DG ISPR 
the Chief of the Army Staff 
prayed for the departed 
souls and sympathized with 
the bereaved families.



63% of Pakistanis 
support PM Imran’s 

strategy: survey
ISLAMABAD: A recent survey published by the Insti-
tute for Public Opinion Research (IPOR) showed that a 
significant number of Pakistanis support Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan’s approach and handling of the corona-
virus pandemic. The report showed that among the 52% 
of the ‘satisfied’ Pakistanis, 25% said the performance 
was ‘very good’ and 27% believe it was ‘good’. As many 
as 63% respondents support the ‘smart lockdown’ policy 
by the prime minister.
On the other hand, a substantial 42% seem dissatisfied 
with the prime minister’s response to the pandemic — 
14% said that the Centre showed “bad” performance 
while 28% said it was “very bad”.
When comparing Sindh government’s policy seeking a 
complete lockdown and Prime Minister Imran Khan’s 
smart lockdown strategy, the majority of the people 
supported the premier. PM Imran Khan’s smart lock-
down strategy has secured more support in the survey 
than CM Murad’s complete lockdown strategy as per 
the IPOR survey. 
The survey indicated that the majority, 63% went with 
PM Imran’s policy, whereas 21% approved of a complete 
lockdown supported by the chief minister Sindh.
However, for the very first time since elections of July 
2018, the PML-N has surpassed PTI in its populari-
ty with 32% of the respondents said they will vote for 
PML-N, While 29% said PTI, 13 % respondents said they 
would vote for the PPP. This survey was conducted by 
IPOR, the same research agency that successfully pre-
dicted PTI would beat PML-N in 2018 elections. – APP

NATIONAL02
Briefs

KP govt 
establishes 
first corona 

hospital
PESHAWAR: The Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa government 
has set up the first ever co-
rona diagnostic hospital in 
the provincial capital which 
is equipped with all facilities 
and services.
According to Chief Minister’s 
official tweeter account, the 
hospital was set up on the 
special directives of Chief 
Minister Mehmood Khan to 
specifically deal with corona 
cases, adding that it would re-
duce burden on other hospi-
tals that are currently coping 
with the COVID-19 related 
emergencies.
It said that the provincial 
government was fully ac-
tive to wipe out infectious 
corona disease and for the 
purpose a huge amount 
had been allocated in the 
budget. It further added 
that the hospital was having 
coronavirus diagnostic labs, 
consultants, private rooms 
and ward, ICU, separate 
male and female wards and 
operation theater. – APP

PR observes 
8.4 percent 

earning 
growth 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Railways’ gross earnings 
grew by 8.4 percent during 
the first eight months of Fi-
nancial Year (FY) 2020 (Ju-
ly-February) as increased 
reach to Rs 36,916.85 
million compared with Rs 
34,066.12 million during 
the same period last year.
During July-February fiscal 
year 2020, the number of car-
ried passengers decreased to 
39.4 million against 39.9 mil-
lion during the corresponding 
period last year, representing 
a decline of 1.20 percent, said 
a document. The passenger 
traffic (km million), freight 
carried (tonnes million), and 
freight (tonnes km million) 
declined by 3.54 percent, 0.56 
percent, and 0.07 percent, re-
spectively. Pakistan Railways 
(PR) was a single major mode 
of transport in the public sec-
tor, contributing to economic 
growth and providing national 
integration. 
The department compris-
es total of 474 locomotives 
included 458 diesel engine 
and 12 steam engines for 
7,791 km length of the 
route across the country.
The Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) assisted the 
department to prepare Paki-
stan Railways Strategic Plan 
(PRSP), which has been ap-
proved by Railways Board.
The ADB also gave training 
to Pakistan Railways staff 
on route optimization bring-
ing efficiency in current 
operations. PRSP includes 
suggestions to facilitate PR, 
achieving its targets of being 
efficient and profitable. 
The policy dialogue was still 
going-on. Pakistan Railways 
has recently submitted a 
business plan to the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan, outlining a 
strategy for turning the rail-
ways into a profitable entity. 
The 121-page report was 
prepared in connection with 
a suo-motu case on the loss-
es incurred by the Railways.
It was informed in the re-
port that 50 percent of its 
train engines were old and 
need replacement. – APP

GB govt 
announces 
portfolios 

of caretaker 
ministers

GILGIT: Gilgit Baltistan 
caretaker chief minister Fri-
day announced the portfoli-
os of 12 caretaker ministers 
and two advisers of the pro-
vincial cabinet. 
According to a notification 
Aftab Ismail has been giv-
en the portfolio of plan-
ning and development, 
Waqar Abbas adviser on 
finance, Mrs Samina Baig 
adviser on tourism and 
sports, Shabiull Hassan 
Minister for Local Bodies, 
Nasir Zamani Minister 
for Agriculture, Muham-
mad Ali Qaid Minister for 
Minerals, Industries and 
Commerce, Muhammad 
Yasin Minister for Law, Ra-
jab Ali Minister for Food, 
Shaukat Rasheed Minister 
for Works, Joher Ali Min-
ister for Water and Power, 
Iman Yar Baig Minister for 
Health, Abdul Jahan Minis-
ter for Education, Muham-
mad Ali Khan Minister for 
Excise and Taxation and 
the portfolio of Informa-
tion and Forest has been 
given to Maulana Sarwer 
Shah. – APP

President, 
PM express 
sorrow over 

train incident
The President & 

PM in their separate 
messages conveyed 

their heartfelt 
condolences to 
the families of 

those killed in the 
tragic incident

ISLAMABAD: President Dr 
Arif Alvi and Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan on Friday 
expressed deep sorrow and 
grief over the loss of lives 
in a train accident near 
Sheikhupura. 
The President and the 
Prime Minister in their sep-
arate messages conveyed 
their heartfelt condolenc-
es to the families of those 
killed in the tragic incident. 
They also directed for pro-
vision of best medical treat-
ment to the injured. – APP

‘PPP, PML- N 
issued 236 
suspicious 
licenses’

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Communications 
and Postal Services Murad 
Saeed on Friday said that 56 
suspicious licenses were is-
sued to the pilots during the 
tenures of Pakistan Peoples 
Party and 180 in Pakistan 
Muslim League Nawaz. 
Referring to the inquiry re-
port that revealed, In a tweet 
on his social media account he 
said that the suspicious role 
and supervision of ex Prime 
Minister Shahid Khaqan Abba-
si, Ex Minister Mushahidullah 
Khan and Shujat Azeem was 
also disclosed. – APP
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‘Pak Navy Coastal Command fully 
geared up for the challenges’

The Passing out Parade of Pakistan Navy SEAL Course comprised of officers 
and sailors, who completed rigorous training in conformity to set standards

DNA

KARACHI: The Passing out Pa-
rade of Pakistan Navy SEAL 
Course was held at PNS IQBAL, 
Karachi. 
The parade comprised of officers 
and sailors, who completed rig-
orous training in conformity to 
set standards. Commander Coast 
Vice Admiral Fasial Rasul Lodhi 
graced the occasion as Chief 
Guest.
While addressing the ceremo-
ny, the Chief Guest underlined 
that Coastal Command of Paki-
stan Navy has been entrusted to 
safeguard country’s Coastal Area 
from Sir Creek to Jiwani under 
the challenging security milieu.  
He further added that Pakistan 
Navy Coastal Command is fully 
geared up for the challenges re-
lated to CPEC and no stone will 
be left unturned for securing the 
maritime interests of Pakistan. 
The Chief Guest while congrat-
ulating the parade expressed 
his hope that addition of Special 
Operators in Navy’s offensive 
punch will surely enhance the ca-
pabilities Special Service Group 
(Navy). 
Later, the Chief Guest gave away 
prizes to position holders. 
The ‘Iron Man’ trophy for the 
overall best trainee of the course 
was awarded to Janbaz Asim 
Khan, whereas, Best Endurance 
Swimmer and Best Endurance 
Runner Trophies won by Janbaz 
Osama and Janbaz Ehsan Ullah 
respectively.
Due to COVID 19 pandemic, the 
ceremony was attended by limit-
ed number of guests. 

SHIEKHUPURA: Members of Sikh community mourn deaths of their nears and dears ones who lost lives in accident. – APP

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Planning Asad 
Umar said on Friday that 
Pakistan's COVID-19 cas-
es tally can remain under 
400,000 if health guidelines 
and SOPs are followed. 
The federal minister, in a 
statement, said that the 
COVID-19 death rate is 

also declining in the coun-
try and since the past few 
days, only 5% people tested 
positive for the virus.
Attributing the drop in sta-
tistics to the masses follow-
ing SOPs and preventive 
measures such as the smart 
lockdown, Umar said that in 
the mid of June, the federal 
capital had been reporting 
around 700 cases daily.
“In Islamabad, the admin-

istration, police and staff 
did a marvelous job,” he 
said, adding that measure 
will also be undertaken in 
Karachi to improve the sit-
uation.
“More work can be done 
in Sindh and a consulta-
tion will be held over this 
in the evening,” said Asad 
Umar, lamenting that the 
situation in Sindh and Ka-
rachi did not seem to be 

improving.
Expressing satisfaction 
over the situation, the min-
ister mentioned that Islam-
abad reported only 113 pos-
itive cases in the last day.
Umar said that the situa-
tion is improving during 
the pandemic as the SOPs 
are being followed and the 
government will ensure 
that the implementation 
remains on track.

Virus situation improving across 
country except Sindh: Asad Umar

Attributing the drop in statistics to the masses following SOPs and 
preventive measures such as the smart lockdown, Umar said that in the 

mid of June, the federal capital had been reporting around 700 cases daily

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on 
Friday rejected remarks 
by India's Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs's Spokesper-
son regarding elections in 
Gilgit-Baltistan, saying it 
had no locus standi to com-
ment.
"The Indian government, 
which has been holding 
fraudulent “elections” in 
the Indian occupied Jam-
mu and Kashmir (IOJ&K) 
under the barrel of Indian 
occupation forces, and has 
turned the occupied region 
into the world’s largest 
open prison, has no locus 
standi to comment on elec-
tions in Gilgit-Baltistan," 
the Foreign Office said in a 
statement.
The Foreign Office said 

that Pakistan reiterated 
that parts of Jammu and 
Kashmir remained in ille-
gal Indian occupation. 
"The Jammu and Kash-
mir dispute,which is the 
longest outstanding item 
on UN Security Council’s 
agenda, stems from India's 
forcible and illegal occupa-
tion of the State of Jammu 
and Kashmir in 1947," it 
said.
"Pakistan also reiterates 
that the only resolution of 
the Jammu and Kashmir 
dispute is faithful imple-
mentation of the relevant 
UNSC resolutions that rec-
ognise the inalienable right 
of the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir to self-determina-
tion through democratic 

method of a free and im-
partial plebiscite under the 
UN auspices," it said.
The Foreign Office said 
"baseless Indian conten-
tions about elections in 
Gilgit-Baltistan cannot 
cover up the egregious vi-
olations of human rights 
committed by Indian secu-
rity forces in the occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir."
It mentioned that "heart-
less Indian occupation 
forces in Sopore killed an 
unarmed civilian in front of 
the victim's three-year old 
grandson", adding that the 
impunity enjoyed by Indian 
occupation forces under 
the draconian laws in place 
in IOJ&K was another di-
mension of the state-ter-

rorism being perpetrated 
by India against unarmed 
Kashmiris.
"We call upon the Indian 
government to vacate all 
the occupied territories, 
reverse all illegal actions 
taken in IOJ&K especially 
since 5 August 2019, re-
voke all draconian laws, 
allow neutral observers, 
international human rights 
and humanitarian organisa-
tions and the international 
media to visit the occupied 
region to ascertain the 
well-being of the Kashmiri 
people, and let the Kash-
miris exercise their right 
to self-determination in ac-
cordance with UNSC reso-
lutions," the Foreign Office 
said. – APP

“India has no right to 
comment on GB elections”

"The Jammu and Kashmir dispute,which is the longest outstanding 
item on UN Security Council’s agenda, stems from India's forcible and 
illegal occupation of the State of Jammu and Kashmir in 1947," it said

Emirates 
resumes 
domestic 

flights
DNA

ISLAMABAD: UAE airline 
Emirates has resumed ser-
vices to Pakistan's three main 
cities — Karachi, Lahore and 
Islamabad — after a tempo-
rary suspension. Passengers, 
however, will be required to 
carry a negative Covid-19 re-
port from an approved labo-
ratory issued within 96 hours 
of the journey. "Following the 
receipt of relevant govern-
ment approvals, Emirates 
has resumed passenger ser-
vices to Pakistan. Customers 
can travel to and from Kara-
chi, Lahore and Islamabad if 
they meet the requirements 
of their destination," an Emir-
ates spokesperson was quot-
ed as saying.
Passengers travelling from 
Pakistan to Dubai and be-
yond on Emirates must pres-
ent a negative Covid-19 PCR 
test result certificate at the 
time of check-in, according 
to the airline's website. "The 
PCR test must be taken up to 
four days prior to the travel 
date (96 hrs maximum) and 
must be conducted at the 
Emirates authorised Health 
Centre — Chughtai Labs — at 
the passenger’s expense."
Children under 12 years old 
are exempt from the test if 
they are travelling with their 
parents who have tested 
negative and are fit to trav-
el, according to the website.
Emirates from June 24 had 
temporarily suspended pas-
senger services from Paki-
stan until July 3 after about 
30 Pakistanis who arrived in 
Hong Kong on board an Emir-
ates flight tested positive for 
Covid-19. Of the 30 male and 
female passengers, some had 
symptoms of fever, cough and 
sore throat while others were 
asymptomatic.– APP

MIRPUR (AJK): Sardar 
Masood Khan, President 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir, 
has said that we as Mus-
lims have to take the lead 
and resolve long standing 
issues plaguing the Muslim 
Ummah like Palestine and 
Kashmir through political 
conflict resolution mecha-
nisms provided to us in the 
Sunnah of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH). 
Citing major events like the 
Treaty of Hudaybiyyah (Su-
lah Hudaybiyyah) and clem-
ency announced upon the 
Conquest of Makkah, he said 
that the Prophet (PBUH) 
was a leader par excellence 
who over the period of his 
lifetime peacefully resolved 
major issues between Mus-
lims and their rivals all over 
the Arabian Peninsula.
The AJK President made 
these remarks while speak-
ing to Prof. Dr. Muhammad 
Zia-ul-Haq, Director Gener-
al Islamic Research Insti-

tute, International Islamic 
University who called upon 
the President here at Jam-
mu and Kashmir House.
The AJK President said that 
the Muslim world has to 
unite against forces trying to 
create a divide amongst their 
ranks. He said that Islam is 
a religion of peace and we 
have to propagate the true 
teachings of Islam. He added 
that the Muslim Ummah has 
to realize its true potential 
and regain its true position 
in the global spectrum.
President Masood Khan 
said that despite being the 
oppressed, a major chunk 
of the Muslim population 
has adopted a defensive 
posture about Islam, Kash-
mir and Palestine. “We have 
to be proactive and start a 
process of result-oriented 
dialogue amongst fellow 
Muslim nations towards 
the resolution of these long-
standing disputes” said the 
President. – APP

‘Kashmir-Palestine 
needs immediate 

attention’



Briefs
FIA for 

seizure 
of Altaf’s 
property

ISLAMABAD: The Fed-
eral Investigation Agency 
(FIA) on Friday filed an 
application in Anti Terror-
ism Court (ATC) Islama-
bad for confiscation of the 
property of MQM leader 
Altaf Hussain and three 
others who were declared 
proclaimed offenders by 
an ATC in its verdict in Dr 
Imran Farooq murder case.
The application for confis-
cation of property of Altaf 
Hussain, Iftikhar Hus-
sain, Muhammad Anwar 
and Kashif Khan stated 
that since accused were 
declared proclaimed of-
fenders by the ATC their 
properties must be confis-
cated. The court accepted 
the application but no date 
for hearing was issued as 
yet. – APP

Rawalpindi 
police sets 
example of 

honesty
RAWALPINDI: Rawalpin-
di Police Friday, setting 
an example of honesty, 
returned Rs70,000 and 
important documents 
to the heirs recovered 
from a dead body. A po-
lice spokesman informed 
that Aurangzeb was died 
of a cardiac arrest all of a 
sudden while he was trav-
elling in the jurisdiction of 
Pirwadhai police station.
The dead body was shifted 
to Pirwadhai police station 
for legal formalities, where 
assistant sub inspector 
Abdul Ghafoor found 
Rs70,000 and other impor-
tant documents with him.
After necessary formal-
ities, sub inspector Mu-
hammad Sabir handed the 
dead body and the amount 
Rs70,000 over to his broth-
er Ghulam Shabbir.
The heir appreciated the 
integrity, honesty and pro-
fessionalism of Rawalpindi 
police. Superintendent of 
Police Rawal Division Rai 
Mazhar Iqbal also praised 
the police officer for his 
good code of conduct and 
said such attitude would 
bring a good name to the 
force. – APP

Rwp Police 
arrest two 

kite sellers; 
recover 

1500 kites
RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi 
police in their crackdown 
against kite sellers and 
kite flyers managed to net 
two persons besides recov-
ering 1500 kites and 48 
kite flying string rolls from 
their possession. Accord-
ing to a police spokesman, 
police on the directive of 
Rawalpindi City Police Of-
ficer (CPO) Muhammad 
Ahsan Younas were con-
ducting raids and netting 
violators of kite flying ban. 
The Morgah police taking 
action against kite sellers 
and kite flyers netted one 
Raja Babar Naseem and 
recovered 1500 kites while 
Bani police arrested one 
Ghulam Qamar for having 
48 string rolls, he said. 
The spokesman said the 
raids would be continued 
to ensure implementation 
on the ban on kite flying. 
The strict action in accord-
ance with the law was be-
ing taken against rules vi-
olators, he added. – APP

IRSA 
releases 
318,000 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD: Indus 
River System Authority 
(IRSA) on Friday released 
318,000 cusecs water from 
various rim stations with 
inflow of 330,500 cusecs.
According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, water level 
in the Indus River at Tarbe-
la Dam was 1461.13 feet, 
which was 75.13 feet higher 
than its dead level 1386 feet. 
Water inflow in the dam was 
recorded as 152,600 cusecs 
and outflow as 170,000 
cusecs. The release of wa-
ter at Kalabagh, Taunsa and 
Sukkur was recorded as 
213,900, 197,900 and 51,600 
cusecs respectively. – APP

ISLAMABAD: July 03 - Chairman Parliament’s Kashmir Committee and Minister of State for SAFRON and Narcotics Control, Shehryar Khan Afridi 
keenly viewing during exhibition of Ghilaf-e-Kaaba and other relics of religious significance at Centaurus Mall. – APP

NUST partners with Huawei 
to launch SDN Project 

Wheat crisis 
intensified in 
surrounding 

areas
DNA

ATTOCK: Wheat crops in 
Hazro, Pindi Gheb, Jand, 
Fateh Jang and surrounding 
areas were completely de-
stroyed due to heavy rains 
during the wheat season.
The crops that have been har-
vested are not edible. Some 
of the traders who were is-
sued orders for the demarca-
tion of the district, procured 
wheat from different parts of 
the Punjab through their own 
means, which was also pro-
vided to them after paying a 
heavy price.
Local traders told media 
persons that the govern-
ment should issue orders 
for demarcation instead of 
demarcation.
Wheat is available in large 
quantities in Punjab but due 
to demarcation, wheat is not 
going to other districts.
He appealed to the Punjab 
Chief Minister Usman Ba-
zdar to issue orders to abol-
ish wheat district in Punjab 
so that the people can buy 
wheat as per the govern-
ment rate.

Police recover 
120 bottles 

of liquor
RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi Po-
lice have arrested a bootlegger 
besides recovering 120 bottles 
of liquor and 720 kupies from 
their possession, a police 
spokesman said.  According 
to details, Saddar Wah police 
team under the supervision 
of SHO Saddar Wah Police 
Station conducted a raid and 
arrested Allah Ditta and recov-
ered 120 bottles of liquor and 
700 kupies. A case has been 
registered against the accused 
while further investigation is 
underway. 
City Police Officer (CPO) 
Rawalpindi Muhammad Ah-
san Younas appreciated the 
performance of the police 
team saying police is doing 
its job efficiently and 
crackdown against crimi-
nals should continue. He 
said that it is the collective 
responsibility of every per-
son in the society to remain 
alert against those involved 
in criminal activities in their 
surroundings and inform 
police for action against the 
lawbreakers. – APP

IESCO 
issues power 
suspension 
programme

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad Electric Supply Com-
pany (IESCO) on Friday 
issued power suspension pro-
gramme for Saturday for vari-
ous areas of its region due to 
necessary maintenance and 
routine development work.
According to IESCO Spokes-
person, the power supply of 
different feeders and grid sta-
tions would remain suspended 
for the period from 04:15am 
to 11:00am, Sukho, Banga-
li, Raman,Nashan-e-Haider, 
C.B.Khan, Doultala, Adhi, 
Bher Kalyal, Karnb Kaswal 
feeders, 05:00am to 11:00am, 
Industrial, AOWHS, Mansoor 
Shaheed, Islamabad Feed 
Mill, HPT-1, II, III, Basile, 
Pind Jatha feeders, 05:00am to 
12:00noon, Kaka Khail Ward 
No-8, Sandal feeders, 07:00am 
to 11:00am, Islam Pura, Wa-
heedabad, Burma feeders and 
surrounding areas. – APP

COVID-19 pandemic; 
FJWU launches 

counseling service
RAWALPINDI: From the platform of Fatima Jinnah 
Women University (FJWU), Head of Behavioral Scienc-
es Department, Dr. Aneela Maqsood initiated and led 
a volunteer campaign in alliance with a team of volun-
teer national and international health professionals who 
are committed to offer volunteer services to deal with 
massive need of psychological services to support the 
community during COVID-19 pandemic. 
FJWU managed to build an alliance in collaboration with 
Psychology Department of University of Sargodha, Dr. 
Najma Malik- Chairperson Psy. Dept., Chief Psycholo-
gist Dr. Shoaib Kiani, University of Sheffield, UK, Dr. 
Parveen Ali, Head of Nursing Studies Program, Univer-
sity of Houston Clear Lake, Houston, Texas USA, Dr. 
Samian Masood Gazail, Mental Health Services Ltd, 
Surrey, UK, Director & Prof. Dr. Ghazala Rehman, Kids 
Hearts Hospital, UAE, Head of Psychology Dept., Prof. 
Dr. Tahir Saeed, Manchester Global Foundation, Prof. 
Dr. Nusrat Hussain and members from UK-Pakistan Sci-
ence Innovation Global Network (UPSIGN), Pakistan 
Medical Association, Prof. Dr. Tahir Saeed, members 
from British Psychological Society & British Clinical So-
ciety and Mental Health First Aid England. – APP
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ISLAMABAD: NUST SDN 
Project Kickoff event was fo-
cused on technology-based 
advancement specifically in 
Software Defined Network 
(SDN) project deployment 
in National University of 
Sciences and Technology 
(NUST) Pakistan which will 
be started officially from 
2nd Week of July powered 
by Huawei. The main goal 
is to deliver digital transfor-
mation in Education Sector 
of Pakistan.
NUST is first university 
of Pakistan to opt for SDN 
solution both for datacenter 
and campus networks. 
NUST SDN project was 
adopted through a compre-
hensive evaluation criteria 
and detailed technical work-
ing of NUST.
Key features of the solution 
include but not limited to 
high speed 40 gbps back-

bone extendable to 100 
gbps, dual-stack IPv4/ IPv6 
networking, virtual segre-
gation of networks, NMS, 
bandwidth control and se-
curity features, e.g., IPS, 
anti-malware, cloud-aware 
networking, network access 
control and virtual private 
networks.
The event was attended by 
key representatives from 
NUST, CNSe  & Huawei.It 
started with the news that 
how Huawei solutions are 
adding value to education 
sector in Pakistan during 
tough pandemic situation 
presented by Mr. Aurang-
zaib Murad (Assistant Di-
rector Huawei Education 
Vertical).
Huawei is continuously 
evolving technology to 
cater future needs and re-
quirements for its custom-
er. Director ICT (NUST)
Mr. Khawaja Rizwan and 
Deputy Director Cyberse-
curity(NUST) Mr. Kaleem 

Siddiqui werebriefed about 
Huawei education ecosys-
tem E2E solutions which 
included smart class room, 
Intent Driven Networks 
(IDN), Wifi 6 & Gauss DB.
CNS Engineering is a glob-
ally recognized ICT service 
and supplier company; of-
fering modern Infrastruc-
ture solutions on turnkey 
basis for all kind of projects 
in the field of IT and tele-
communication.
Mr. Agha Gul (Regional 
Sales Manager CNSe) & 
Mr. Shahbaz Akhtar (Senior 
Manager TechnicalCNSe) 
discussed with NUST of-

ficials regarding NUST 
SDN project deployment 
strategy, plan and endgoals 
along with technical roadm-
ap & responsibility matrix 
to achieve key deployment 
milestones successfully 
with support of Huawei.
Deputy Director Cyberse-
curity (NUST) Mr. Kaleem 
Siddiqui, leading a tech-
no-commercial rolein stra-
tegic projects of education 
sector, is hopeful to see 
Huawei SDN fully integrat-
edwith his latest projects 
of private cloud, comput-
er-based testing, datacenter 
and Security Operations 

Center (SOC).
He expressed his motiva-
tion to present a working 
model of the technology, 
which wouldprovide ease 
of use, automation, moni-
toring and analytics having 
cybersecurity controls at 
each level.He is working on 
digital transformation and 
smart educationprojects to 
promote education, innova-
tion and collaboration.
Mr Kaleem commented 
while addressing the chal-
lenges, “Major issue in 
this project was prevailing 
pandemic situation with-
lockdown. On the technical 
side, wewanted to verify if 
all the quoted solutions are 
fully functional and comply 
to various use-cases; while 
on the procurement part, 
we wanted to speed up the 
process to avoid expected-
dollar inflation.Online meet-
ings, work from home, on-
line presentations andlive 
demonstrations helped a 

lotduring evaluation phase 
under such stressful condi-
tions.”
Director ICT (NUST)Mr. 
Khawaja Rizwan mentioned, 
“NUST SDN project shall 
be a benchmark for educa-
tion sector in Pakistan. Our 
operations & maintenance 
overhead shall be reduced 
remarkablythrough Huawei 
based SDN solution. The 
solution shall be extended 
to all NUST schools in near 
future”.
The event ended with cake 
cutting and shield distri-
bution ceremony naming 
CNSe NUST SDN Project 
Kick-off. In the end, Mr. 
Imran Baig (Vice President 
CNSe) presented memo-
randum shields to Director 
ICT (NUST)Mr. Khawaja 
Rizwan,Deputy Director-
Cybersecurity (NUST)Mr. 
Kaleem Siddiqui and Mr. 
Agha Gul (RSM CNSe) for 
their successful participa-
tion in the project.

NUST is first university of Pakistan to opt for SDN solution both for datacenter 
and campus networks. NUST SDN project was adopted through a comprehensive 

evaluation criteria and detailed technical working of NUST

ISLAMABAD: A deserted view of weekly bazaar during lockdown as people restrict their movement 
for prevention of COVID-19 outbreak. – APP 

ISLAMABAD: The Consul-
tation Committee on Cit-
izens Protection (Against 
Online Harm) Rules 2020 
and Facebook (FB) rep-
resentatives had agreed 
on the need for continued 
engagement and complete 
transparency in formula-
tion of rules.
The committee held a meet-
ing with Facebook (FB) via 
video conference in continu-
ation of the ongoing consul-
tation process over Citizens 

Protection (Against Online 
Harm) Rules, 2020, said a 
news release.
During the meeting, detailed 
discussions were held with 
Facebook representatives 
on their perspective on the 
provisions of the Rules. 
The Committee apprised 
that formulation of Rules 
is a statutory requirement 
under Section 37 of Preven-
tion of Electronic Crimes 
Act, 2016 (PECA).
It also was emphasized that 

citizens in Pakistan enjoy 
complete freedom of ex-
pression over internet as en-
shrined in the Constitution.
The Committee also 
stressed on sustained com-
munication, better under-
standing of local context 
and societal values, greater 
transparency with respect 
to community standards 
and content moderation pol-
icies and mechanisms by FB 
to protect citizens against 
online harm. – APP

CCCP & FB agree on 
complete transparency 

Committee apprised that formulation of Rules is a 
statutory requirement under Section 37 of PECA 2016

Man killed 
over land 
dispute

RAWALPINDI: At least 
one person was killed and 
three others got injured 
in a clash between two 
groups over a land dispute 
in the jurisdiction of Taxila 
Police Station.
Police said that Mansoor 
Elahai was killed while 
Syed Adeel Haider, Syed 
Waqas Shah and passerby 
Muhammad Rafique were 
received injuries during 
the clash.The injured were 
taken to the THQ hospital, 
Taxila.
Police registered the case 
and started investigations. 
– APP

ISLAMABAD: The person-
nel of Islamabad police are 
standing on the front line 
in fight against coronavirus 
and serving the citizens 
with dedication to protect 
them from coronavirus. 
It was stated by Inspector 
General of Police (Opera-
tions) Muhammad Aamir 
Zulfiqar during meeting 
with Chairman Green In-
spire Foundation Ch. Mu-
hammad Usman and his 
team. DIG (Headquarters) 
Ch. Muhammad Saleem 
also met with them and 
briefed about efforts of Is-
lamabad police in curbing 
coronavirus. Chairman 
Green Inspire Foundation 
gifted surgical masks, bot-

tles of sanitizers and gloves 
for Islamabad police.
The IGP said that citizens 
were also appreciating the 
role of policemen in this 
critical time while all SPs, 
SDPOs are ensuring full as-
sistance to teams of district 
administration in their re-
spective areas.
The IGP thanked the repre-
sentatives of the foundation 
and said that Islamabad 
police is performing role 
at front line to combat this 
daunting challenge. Islama-
bad Police Chief said that ef-
forts are also being made for 
to protect health of police-
men so that they may accom-
plish their responsibilities in 
an effective manner. – APP

Islamabad police 
standing on front line 
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KIIR Webinar 
seeks end 

to violence 
in IoK

ISLAMABAD: Highlighting 
the alarming increase in 
violence against women in 
the UN recognized disput-
ed territory of Jammu and 
Kashmir; the panelists at 
a Webinar said that the ris-
ing tide of violence against 
women in Kashmir merits 
urgent attention and action 
by the international commu-
nity to combat this menace.
The Webinar titled “Com-
bating violence against 
women” was convened by 
the Kashmir Institute of In-
ternational Relations (KIIR) 
in collaboration with World 
Muslim Congress (WMC), 
Community Human Rights 
and Advocacy Centre 
(CHRAC) and Internation-
al Muslim Women Union 
(IMWU) was organized at 
the sidelines of the 44th 
session of United Nations 
Human Rights Council. 
The Webinar gathered well 
reputed independent interna-
tional experts and rights activ-
ists championing the women 
rights including Margaret 
Owen OBE, Julie Ward former 
MEP, Marina Zucca, an ex-
pert in International Human 
Rights Law and International 
Criminal Law, Catherine Con-
stantinides Human rights de-
fender from South Africa, Dr 
Saira Shah, Ms Soraya Boyd 
UK and Mrs Shamim Shawl 
permanent representative 
IMWU. – APP

Fire in forest 
doused: 

Rescue 1122
ABBOTTABAD: A fire that 
broke out in Sirban Hill 
forest near Abbottabad 
on Thursday night which 
spread over a large area was 
doused by Rescue officials 
on Friday morning.
According to Rescue 1122 
official, their teams reached 
the site of the fire receiving 
information and brought the 
fire under control after hec-
tic effort of three hours. 
The rescue teams faced dif-
ficulties during operation 
to douse the fire due to the 
mountainous terrain.
Rescue workers said the 
blaze reduced dozens of 
trees into ashes while some 
wild animals were also 
killed. – APP

SPI inflation 
increases 

2.29%
ISLAMABAD: The Sensitive 
Price Indicator (SPI) based 
weekly inflation for the week 
ended on July 02, for the com-
bined consumption group, 
witnessed an increase of 2.29 
percent as compared to the 
previous week.  
The SPI for the week under 
review in the above men-
tioned group was recorded at 
132.32 points against 129.36 
points registered in the pre-
vious week, according to the 
latest data of Pakistan Bu-
reau of Statistics (PBS). 
As compared to the corre-
sponding week of last year, 
the SPI for the combined 
consumption group in the 
week under review wit-
nessed an increase of 9.77 
percent.  The weekly SPI 
with base year 2015-16=100 
is covering 17 urban centers 
and 51 essential items for 
all expenditure groups.  The 
Sensitive Price Indicator 
for the lowest consump-
tion group up to Rs17,732 
witnessed 0.89 percent 
increase and went up from 
137.02 points in last week 
to 138.24 points during the 
week under review. – APP

ATC summons 
witnesses 
in Mumbai 
attack case

ISLAMABAD: An Anti-Ter-
rorism Court (ATC) in 
Islamabad on Friday sum-
moned the prosecution 
witnesses for testimony 
in a case pertaining to at-
tack on a Mumbai hotel. 
The hearing in such case 
was resumed by the ATC 
judge Raja Jawad Abbas 
Hassan whereas prosecu-
tion revealed that witness 
summoned for the day was 
unable to attend the pro-
ceedings and pleaded for 
adjournment. 
The officials from Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs once 
again pleaded the court that 
such witness was in Iran 
and due to routes blockage 
was unable to arrive in the 
country. They disclosed 
that efforts were underway 
to bring such witness for 
testimony. – APP

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Missing Persons 
Commission has disposed of 4593 
cases upto June 30, 2020 as per 
monthly progress report released 
by Farid Ahmed Khan, Secretary 
(ColoED) on cases of alleged en-
forced disappearances for the 
month of June 2020.
A total number of 6674 cases were 
received by the Missing Persons 

Commission upto May 2020. 
During June 2020, 12 more cas-
es were received by the commis-
sion and total numbers of cases 
reached to 6686. 
The Missing Persons Commission 
disposed of 49 cases in June 2020 
and thus total disposal of Missing 
Persons upto June 30, 2020 is 
4593 and balance as on June 30, 
2020 is 2093.           
The Missing Persons Commission 
will resume its hearings soon after 

review of Lock down policies an-
nounced by Federal Government 
and Provincial Governments in 
order to prevent from COVID-19 
as per law.         
Honorable Mr. Justice Javed Iqbal, 
Chairman, Missing Persons Com-
mission and other Honorable 
members have disposed of 4593 
cases upto June 30, 2020. 
The relatives of missing persons 
have lauded the efforts of Hon-
orable Mr. Justice Javed Iqbal 

Chairman Missing Persons Com-
mission and other Honorable 
members of Missing Persons 
Commission for taking personal 
interest in locating their near and 
dear ones. 
Honorable Mr. Justice Javed 
Iqbal, Chairman, Missing Persons 
Commission is serving Missing 
Persons Commission in an hon-
orary capacity and is drawing no 
salary and availing other faculties 
which are admissible as per law.

Missing Persons Commission’s performance excellent
Honorable Mr. Justice Javed Iqbal, Chairman, Missing Persons Commission is serving Missing 

Persons Commission in an honorary capacity and is drawing no salary and availing other 
faculties which are admissible as per law

Accident kills 
seven near 

Murree
ISLAMABAD: Seven per-
sons were killed while oth-
er 10 sustained injuries as 
a Jeep plunged into a deep 
ditch near Murree on Friday 
morning.
According to rescue sources 
the tragic incident occurred 
due to the negligence of driv-
er as he could not control the 
vehicle while taking a sharp 
turn, a private news channel 
reported. The bodies and in-
jured were shifted to a near-
by hospital for medico-legal 
process, they stated. – APP

Pak spends over 
$ 1165 mln on 
travel imports

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has spent US $ 1165.970 mil-
lion by acquiring different travel services from various 
countries during the first ten months of ongoing fiscal 
year 2019-20.
This shows decrease of 14.02 percent as compared to 
US $ 1356.090 million spent through provision of ser-
vices during the last year (2018-19), Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS) reported. 
During the period under review, the imports of personal 
travel services witness decrease of 12.89 percent, by 
going down from US $ 1315.840 million last year to US 
$ 1146.250 million during July-April (2019-20).
Among these personal services, imports of health re-
lated expenditure decreased by 57.89 percent from 
$1.900 million to $ 0.800 million whereas the education 
expenditure also decreased by 16.10 percent, by going 
down from $110.980 million to $93.110 million, data re-
vealed.
In addition, import of other services were decline by 
12.52 percent, out of which religious services wit-
nessed growth of 49.47 percent from $238.133 million 
to $ 355.935 million while the imports other services 
decreased by 27.82 percent from $964.827 million to 
$696.405 million.
Meanwhile, imports of business services decreased by 
51.01 percent from US $40.250 million to US $19.720 
million, the PBS data revealed. – APP

Ehsaas disburses 
Rs.149.54 bln 

ISLAMABAD: Ehsaas Emergency Cash Programme 
has so far disbursed an amount of over Rs. 149.54 
billion among over 12,356,000 lockdown affectees un-
der different categories.
 The programme was initiated to disburse cash 
amount of Rs. 12,000 among those affected from the 
coronavirus lockdown.
 The payment process under different categories of 
the programme was continued across the country. 
According to the cash update received on July 3, a 
total of over Rs. 66.91 billion has been disbursed 
among over 5,527,000 deserving families in Punjab 
so far while around Rs. 44.84 billion has been dis-
bursed among 3,718,000 families in Sindh. – APP
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COMSATS pioneer to introduce 
Internet services in Pakistan

DR. S.M. Junaid Zaidi, Executive Director OCMSATS, who briefed the Special 
Assistantabout COMSATS Internet Services and different projects of CIS

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Miss Tanya Aidrus 
Special Assistant to prime min-
ister on digital Pakistan visited 
the COMSATS Internet Servic-
es (CIS) pioneer ISP of Pakistan 
project of COMSATS Secretariat 
to witness CIS Data center, Tele-
medicine services, COMSATS 
Software Solutions.
She was welcomed by Executive 
Director of COMSATS, Dr. Syed 
Muhammad Junaid Zaidi HI. SI 
and Chief Operating officer Nasir 
Jamal Khan at COMSATS Internet 
Services CIS Technology Park.
On her visit to CIS gave a detailed 
presentation on the history and 
operations of the project. 
She was informed that COMSATS 
Internet Services (CIS) is the pi-
oneer organization to introduce 
Internet services, Telemedicine 
Services in Pakistan. CIS has es-
tablished a network of 19offices 
acrossPakistan to serve Govern-
ment organizations, SME and pri-
vate organizations and internet in 
rural areas, he added.

She was further briefed that 
Tele medicine clinics at rural ar-
eas are connected via broadband 
internet to COMSATS Internet 
Services (CIS) Telemedicine Re-

source Center,Islamabad, where 
a panel of specialist doctors pro-
vides free medical consultation 
to patient visiting the telemedi-
cine centers. 

The centers are equipped with 
latest equipment of video con-
ferencing, IT infrastructure and 
necessary digital diagnostic 
systems.  Patients data is main-

tained on the web portal of COM-
SATS Internet Services (CIS) 
for future reference. Recently 
we in process of installation 
Telemedicine clinics in province 
of Baluchistan Government. 
On the occasion was also pres-
ent, DR. S.M. Junaid Zaidi, Exec-
utive Director OCMSATS, who 
briefed the Special Assistanta-
bout COMSATS Internet Servic-
es and different projects of CIS.  
He informed that the purpose of 
the facilities developed by COM-
SATS Internet Services (CIS) is 
to serve the rural people in re-
mote areas with no or little ac-
cess to good IT facilities. 
“Still more concentrated efforts 
are required to digitize  through-
out Pakistan, one of the key 
strategies for bringing IT servic-
es to the door step of people of 
Pakistan, Dr. Zaidi said. “On the 
Occasion Special Assistant to 
Prime minister on Digital Paki-
stan admiredCOMSATS Internet 
Services professional environ-
ment and IT superior services 
provided to Government and pri-
vate sector across Pakistan. 

ISLAMABAD: Riphah Uni-
versity Friday organized 
an International Symposi-
um on Digital Transforma-
tion in Higher Education 
to bring together leading 
academic expert scientists 
and researchers to share 
their experiences on all 
aspects of Online learning.
The main objective of the 
online symposium was 
to bring together leading 
academic expert scien-
tists and researchers to 

share their experiences 
on all aspects of Online 
learning and discuss the 
most recent innovations, 
trends, issues, challenges 
encountered, and strate-
gies adopted to cope with 
change.
The world has turned into 
a global village as the tech-
nological developments 
have compelled stake-
holders in all the fields 
of academia and industry 
including Medicine, Engi-

neering, Pharmacy, Physi-
cal Therapy, Management 
Sciences, Media Sciences, 
Social Sciences etc., to 
keep themselves abreast 
of constantly evolving 
trends and challenges in 
their respective areas.  
In the welcome address, 
Chancellor Riphah Interna-
tional University, Hassan 
Muhammad Khan shared 
that socio-economic de-
velopment of our country 
is inextricably linked with 

its higher education sys-
tem, particularly scientific 
research and innovation in 
technology. 
He further discussed the 
opportunity to rethink and 
redesign our higher educa-
tion system for a paradigm 
shift from brick and mortar 
universities to the univer-
sities in handheld devices 
and from traditional peda-
gogical approach to inclu-
sively effective and equita-
ble e-learning. – APP

Riphah holds symposium 
on Digital Transformation

RAWALPINDI: Newly promoted Lt. General Nigar Johar meeting with staff after her promotion. – DNA

RDA to take action against 
illegal housing schemes

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpin-
di Development Authority 
(RDA) on Friday decided 
to take strict action against 
illegal housing schemes, 
development work and con-
struction of illegal booking 
and site offices without any 
discrimination.
Chairman Rawalpindi De-
velopment Authority (RDA) 
Tariq Mehmood Murtaza 
and Director General (DG) 
RDA Ammara Khan has 
directed the Metropolitan 
Planning and Traffic Engi-

neering (MP&TE) Direc-
torate to take strict action 
against violators.
According to RDA spokes-
man, the citizens have 
been advised not to invest 
in illegal and unauthorized 
Housing Scheme.
RDA had requested Islam-
abad Electric Supply Com-
pany (IESCO), Sui North-
ern Gas Pipelines Ltd 
(SNGPL) and PTCL, not 
to extend their services to 
illegal housing schemes, he 
added.

He informed that the 
MP&TE Directorate has 
demolished two site offic-
es, boundary walls and also 
removed wall chalking and 
boards of illegal housing 
scheme namely  Margal-
la Hills Enclave in Mouza 
Mohra Shah Wali at GT 
Road near Taxila.
He said the directorate has 
also declared advertise-
ments by above mentioned 
housing scheme, illegal and 
unauthorized. 
The Directorate Staff in-

cluding Deputy Director 
Planning, Samiullah Niazi, 
Superintendent Scheme, 
Scheme Inspector and 
others and district police 
carried out an operation 
against the illegal housing 
scheme and took action in 
accordance with the law.
The administration of the 
property was running book-
ing offices illegally and ad-
vertisements in violation 
of Punjab Private Housing 
schemes and Land Sub-divi-
sion Rules 2010. – APP

Pakistan to have 
first-ever Space 

Museum in capital
ISLAMABAD: The Sci-
entific Committee of the 
National Astronomical Ob-
servation Commission in a 
meeting held here Friday 
decided to set up Pakistan’s 
first ever space museum in 
Islamabad.
Federal Minister for Sci-
ence and Technology Fawad 
Hussain Chaudhary chaired 
the meeting, which was at-
tended by the members of 
the committee.
The committee decided to 
set up Pakistan’s first space 
museum in Islamabad.
The federal minister an-
nounced that the first ever 
space museum will be estab-

lished within eight months.
The meeting also decided 
to set up five astronomical 
observatories in Pakistan. 
It was unanimously decided 
that astronomical observa-
tories would be set up in Is-
lamabad and Gwadar at the 
initial phase.
In his tweet, Fawad Chaud-
hary said that provincial 
governments have also 
been asked to established 
space museums in provin-
cial capitals.
“From looking at the moon 
to beyond the stars, you will 
be able to explore the uni-
verse in future”, he said. – 
APP

Kite flying 
banned in 
Islamabad 

for 2 months
ISLAMABAD: The District 
Magistrate, Islamabad Cap-
ital Territory (ICT) has im-
posed ban on flying, manufac-
turing and sale of kites with 
immediate effect for a period 
of two months, a notification 
issued here on Friday said. 
‘Certain section of public in-
dulge in manufacturing/sell-
ing kites, kite flying string, 
sharp Maanjha (string), 
metallic wire and nylon cord 
which endanger human life 
and safety of the general 
public of district Islamabad. 
Muhammd Hamza Shafqaat, 
PAS, district magistrate, Is-
lamabad in exercise of pow-
ers conferred on me under 
section 144 CrPC 1898 DO 
prohibit the manufacturing 
and selling of kites, kite 
flying string, metallic wire, 
and nylon cord within the 
revenue/territorial limits of 
District Islamabad.
Further, the owners/occu-
pants of the house, shops, 
hospitals, building, etc., 
shall not allow kite-flying ac-
tivity on their rooftops, the 
notification added. The me-
tallic or nylon string slit the 
throat of those traveling on 
two-wheeler within no time, 
he added. – APP

Administration of the property was running booking offices 
illegally and advertisements in violation of Punjab Private 

Housing schemes and Land Sub-division Rules 2010

Secretary 
visits RIU 
to inspect 
COVID-19 
facilities

RAWALPINDI: Evacuee 
Secretary Punjab Irshad 
Ahmed on Friday visited 
the Corona Management 
Center at Rawalpindi Insti-
tute of Urology (RIU) and 
asked about facilities being 
provided to the COVID-19 
patients. According to a 
handout, the Secretary 
said that prevention of the 
disease was priority of the 
government and the ad-
ministration was working 
day and night to control  
the spread of the infection.
Irshad interacted with 
COVID-19 -affected pa-
tients  and asked about 
treatment and other facil-
ities provided to them at 
the RIU. 
He said that Punjab gov-
ernment was committed to 
provide best health care fa-
cilities to the coronavirus 
patients and no negligence 
would be tolerated in this 
regard. Deputy Commis-
sioner Capt Anwar ul Haq  
and Medical Superinten-
dent RIU Dr Khalid Rand-
hawa briefed the Secretary 
about the facilities being 
provided to the people at 
the center. – APP

DC for 
opening of 

KK Highway
ABBOTTABAD: Deputy 
Commissioner Abbottabad 
Muhammad Maghis San-
aullah Friday said that they 
were opening the Karako-
ram Highway from Silhad 
to Fawara Chowk, after 
completion of the black 
topping and repair work to 
facilitate the people for en-
suring un-interrupted flow 
of traffic.
The decision in this con-
nection was taken in a 
meeting with Deputy Com-
missioner Abbottabad Mu-
hammad Mughis Sanaullah 
in the Chair. Chairman 
District Reconciliation 
Committee Lieutenant 
General (retd) Ayaz Sal-
eem Rana, Assistant Com-
missioner Abbottabad Dr. 
Mujtaba Bharwana, Dep-
uty Director NHA, Assis-
tant Commissioner (Under 
Training) Tania Rashid and 
other concerned officers 
attended the meeting.
Muhammad Mughis San-
aullah said that soon after 
completing of the black 
topping and repair work 
on the road more such 
section would be opening 
for the quick relief to the 
people. – APP
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Kashmir’s anguish Active and alert
D espite the violent world we live in, where incidents such 

as the death of George Floyd in the US around a month 
ago shocked the world, there are atrocities which are so 

appalling it is difficult to believe any human being could commit 
them. In Indian-occupied Kashmir, in the town of Sopore, such 
an incident took place on Wednesday. A 65-year-old man, Bashir 
Ahmad Khan, who had driven out from his home on an errand, was 
shot dead by the Central Reserve Police Force who had at the time 
been engaged with militants. Local people, including his family, 
say Bashir Ahmad was killed by the security forces, possibly while 
seated in his car. 
But the incident grows even grimmer. Pictures of Aayad, the three-
year-old grandson of Bashir Ahmad who had accompanied him, 
sitting on the body of his dead grandfather and sobbing went viral. 
People allege the picture was taken by the police. There are also 
other pictures of a police official carrying Aayad. The police chief 
in Kashmir Vijay Kumar says the boy was rescued by officials, and 
a militant bullet had killed his grandfather. Other angles of the 
same photograph show that the police officer carrying the small 
child had his foot placed on the body of the child’s dead grandfa-
ther. The incident has caused a wave of anger to run across the 
tortured territory of Kashmir. Local people blame the police for 
exploiting the child and for killing Bashir Ahmad. Amnesty India, 
the local wing of the international human rights body, has con-
demned the incident as a violation of the rights of a child. Major 
political parties in Kashmir, including the National Conference 
and People’s Democratic Party, have both spoken up against the 
brutality involved in the CRPF action. Condemnations continue 
to come in from major politicians.
Sadly, this is not an isolated incident. The brutality of the Indi-
an security forces in Occupied Kashmir have become the norm. 
People in the area face them virtually every day. They range 
from arrests to torture to killings and harassment. It is also 
becoming obvious that the Indian government has decided to 
change the demographic profile of Kashmir by removing the rule 
that allowed only permanent residents to own land in the area 
and instead grant Kashmiri domicile status and the same rights 
to retired government officials who had served in the region, 
their children, persons who have graduated from an educational 
institution in the area and others moving in to the region. 

MuhAMMAd oMAR iftikhAR

T HE security and law enforcement apparatus of any coun-
try is the first line of defense from a threat. This menace 
could be internal as well as external. While doctors and 

the paramedic staff are there to save lives and work round the 
clock, the members of the security forces are an integral part 
when it comes to securing lives. 
The recent attack on the Pakistan Stock Exchange (PSX) building 
in Karachi was thwarted by the resilience and presence of mind 
of the two members of the Rapid Response Force (RRF) of the 
Sindh Police. Constable Muhammad Rafiq and Constable Khalil 
from the RRF shot down the terrorists who could have carried 
out more damage to life and property. The personnel of the RRF 
were stationed there after the PSX had received terrorist threats 
a few months ago. In this regard, the services and the sacrifices 
of the martyred security officers must also be remembered. The 
deceased security guards were sub-inspector Muhammad Shahid 
and security guards Khuda-e-Yar and Iftikhar Wahid. 
They did fight against the terrorists before laying their lives to 
protect the people at the PSX. Constable Muhammad Rafiq and 
Constable Khalil of the RRF gauged the situation and swiftly posi-
tioned themselves to tackle the looming threat. 
The concerned organizations that are under the radar for security 
threats including those pertaining to the sector of banks, educa-
tional institutes, hospitals, and related to the economic and social 
sector, must hire guards who have an agile physique. 
It is true that age brings wisdom; however, age also takes away 
quickness and flexibility. Security officers must be given advanced 
weapons, should be from the ages of 25 to 35, and must have a 
strong physique. 
The security guards over the ages of 50 should be placed at stra-
tegic locations inside the premises. 
Their wisdom can be aptly used for making decisions about secur-
ing people inside the premises. 
The external security of all major and important buildings must 
be given to security officers trained to handle such scenarios that 
transpired at the PSX.

A S human rights researchers covering 
places like the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, Iraq, and Yemen, we have 

spent years documenting how repressive gov-
ernments use excessive force and other abuses 
to quash dissent: firing on peaceful protesters 
and beating or arresting critics and activists.
Despite its own record of abuse abroad, which we 
have also documented, the US government has 
rightly if inconsistently condemned crackdowns 
by repressive governments - making public state-
ments, raising concerns in private meetings with 
government officials, suspending military assis-
tance, or imposing targeted sanctions against 
those most responsible. 
The credibility of those actions, or what was 
left of it, now lies in ashes. Over the past three 
weeks, police across the United States have 
unleashed some of the same tactics against 
peaceful protesters at home that the US has 
condemned abroad. No matter what distinctions 
the current administration might try to draw, the 
ability of the US to promote respect for human 
rights abroad has been further harmed. 
Following the May 25 killing of George Floyd, 
protests broke out in all 50 US states, condemn-
ing police brutality and structural racism. The 
police in many places responded with excessive 
force and abuse: beating up protesters, mass ar-
rests, or using military force to discourage pro-
tests. We are investigating about 100 separate 
incidents in which police reportedly used so-
called less lethal weapons to disperse protesters, 
including tear gas, pepper spray, stun grenades, 
and rubber bullets. In several cases, police used 
“kettling” tactics, trapping protesters in an en-
closed space, then arresting them, often using 
these weapons. 
Many of those arrested said they were held for 
hours, and sometimes more than a day, in crowd-
ed, filthy conditions with no protection from 
COVID-19. They were not allowed to make a 
phone call, and many were moved from one pre-
cinct to another, making it nearly impossible for 
their families and lawyers to track them down. 

Upon release, many were given a summons to 
appear in court for breaking curfews, blocking 
traffic, and other minor offences.
Many journalists have been among those at-
tacked, arrested, or otherwise harassed during 
the protests - sometimes on live camera. Police 
shot a journalist in Minneapolis with what she 
thought was a rubber bullet that left her perma-
nently blinded in one eye.
Legal observers from the National Lawyers Guild 
were attacked, tear gassed, and arrested while 
monitoring protests in at least a dozen cities, de-
spite their visible neon green hats and other iden-
tifying markers. One observer in Sacramento was 
shot in the face with a rubber bullet and hospi-
talised with a concussion, while several observers 
in Detroit were beaten with batons, punched, tear 
gassed and then arrested while trying to record 
the names of arrested protesters. 
Street medics deployed to provide emergency 
medical support to protesters injured during the 
demonstrations have also been targeted. In New 
York City, police assaulted and arrested a medic 
with a clearly visible red cross on his helmet. 
As we have repeatedly told authorities during 
meetings in Kinshasa, Baghdad, and elsewhere, 
peaceful protesters should not be thrown into jail 
for expressing their fundamental rights to free-
dom of expression and assembly. Journalists, 
medical workers, legal monitors, and human 
rights activists are protected under international 
human rights law and should never be targeted 
just for doing their jobs.
Tear gas - a chemical irritant that can cause a 
burning sensation in the eyes and difficulty 
breathing - and other “less lethal” weapons are 
governed by strict necessity and principles of 
proportionality under international law.
The police should make use of non-violent means 
before resorting to force and avoid the use of 
force to disperse non-violent protests, regardless 
of whether the authorities deem the protests il-
legal. “Less lethal” weapons should only be em-
ployed when strictly necessary to obtain a lawful 
and legitimate law enforcement objective, and 

should be preceded by clear warnings.
In Iraq, we documented how security forces 
in late 2019 used excessive force against often 
peaceful protesters, including by firing tear gas 
canisters directly at them, causing deaths and 
injuries, and by breaking up protesters’ tents, in-
cluding in the middle of the night. Security forces 
also routinely attacked journalists and wounded 
medics as they treated protesters. The US gov-
ernment condemned the violence throughout. 
As the DRC’s president held on to power beyond 
the end of his constitutional mandate, we docu-
mented how security forces fired live ammuni-
tion and tear gas at largely peaceful protesters, 
killing nearly 300 people and arresting more 
than 2,000 protesters and activists between 2015 
and 2018. The US government repeatedly con-
demned the crackdown and imposed targeted 
sanctions, including visa bans and asset freezes, 
against senior government and security force of-
ficials implicated in the abuse.
The US needs to live up to international human 
rights standards, the standards that US admin-
istrations have demanded of other countries, 
when people are out on the streets protesting, 
and every day. The recent mass arrests and ex-
cessive force used by the police during protests 
are not surprising for many Americans, especial-
ly Black and brown people who experience the 
reality of an abusive, racist law enforcement sys-
tem on a daily basis.
But let us hope the swell of protests, global out-
rage, and increased public scrutiny of police be-
haviour - nationally and around the world - serve 
as an impetus for meaningful reforms. 
Systemic, fundamental changes to policing and 
public safety are needed throughout the US to 
ensure that the basic human rights of Americans 
are respected. These changes are also crucial if 
the US government, including future administra-
tions, hopes to have any credibility on the world 
stage as an effective promoter of respect for hu-
man rights and the rule of law.

– This Article was first published 
in Al Jazeera on June 27

L ADEN with protracted violence and inten-
sifying geopolitical intrigue,  Kashmir co-
nundrum remains the hot-spot for direct 

confrontation between three nuclear powers of 
the region who shares geographical proximi-
ties,embodied with multifarious divergent goals. 
The clash of interest consequenting into long-
standing complex unsettled territorial disputes 
and seeding conventional enmity.
Acquaintedwith the fact, Ever since the far right-
est wing- BJP came into powerunder the premier-
ship of  Modi, skirmishes along LOC between 
India and Pakistan gagged up, drawing hostile 
bilateral configuration similarly at other end the  
cumulative Sino-India stand off  along LAC in 
Himalayan region casting shadows of turmoil  be-
tween two archenemies and in broader spectrum 
validated therhetoric “ Kashmir a nuclear flash 
point”to reality. 
History vindicates that in the aftermaths of In-
do-Pak and Sino-India conventional wars in pur-
suit of extending territorial jurisdiction of Kash-
mir ended with apparent conflict mitigation which 
led the foundation of living a defacto status quo 
existence LOC, LAC between aforementioned 
contending parties respectively.
However,  dismaying factor  is perpetual peace 
which remain detrimental whilst continuously 
posed intimidating challenges to the regional se-
curity architecture at large. Retrospectively,  al-
ready existed vitiated situation worsen further in 
the aftermaths of  Indian recent coercive decision 
of revocation of article 370 and 35A which typi-
cally emboldened by its divergent exigencies in 
strategic calculus, political milieu and subsequent 
ideological aspirations. 
Keeping the simmering Crisis vis-a-vis LOC and 
LAC in account, India suffering with major jolts 
due to the Modi regime offensive posture ( violat-
ing norms of boarder’s agreement With Pakistan 
and China). The use of  brute force tactic drasti-

cally increased  number of it’s LOC violations to 
deflect the world’s attention from its myriad poli-
cy measures undertaken in occupied Kashmir.
At foreign policy front  it has become redundant 
approach with irreconcilable diplomatic pitfall. 
Likewise,  it’s tactical assertion of illicit infra-
structure buildup along LAC ensued hand to hand 
scuffle between PLA and Indian Armed Forces in 
Golwan valley of ladakh region, resulting into kill-
ing of 20 Indian soldiers. 
The vary incident brought both immediate and 
Fetched grim consequences as Delhi’s Expan-
sionist drive stalled due to Chinese effective mil-
itary response.
Firstly,  opting The non -retaliation, maximum  
restraint diffused misconception regarding India 
being Beijing’s  regional competitor and Modi 
moderate diplomatic response extended Beijing 
zero -sum triumph over India.
Secondly, it also raised grave apprehensions re-
garding the “efficient military preparedness” of 
Indian military force which holds one of the larg-
est  numeric strength and  amongst the highest 
defense spending states of the world. 
Thirdly,  it also validated Pakistan’s stance of In-
dian deceitful military maneuverings along the 
disputed Territorial boundaries.
Fourthly, amid of Crisis, china demanded India 
to restore the prior status of Kashmir converges 
diplomatic stance of Beijing and Islamabad,  thus 
exerted maximum pressure on the security estab-
lishment and ruling government in Delhi clearly 
dejected all the unilateral ploys of shifting the dy-
namics of conflict in its favor.
The successive failures after the pulwama inci-
dent along LOC and LAC dispelled convert /overt 
agendas to ensure zero sum prepositions in Kash-
mir dispute and more significantly it obsoleted 
the sinophobic rants. The  two front forfeit also 
subverted the notion of gaining domestic political 
mileage through inflicting  ultra nationalism and 

provocation of saffronisation ideology which has 
been key imperative of the Modi policies.
Notwithstanding with the apparent claims of India 
as regional hegemonic competitor to China, the 
staunch military action at LAC is an eye-opener 
for Delhi to revamp the deceitful strategic gam-
bits which may undermine it’s own sovereignty if 
Modi regime kept relying on interventionist polit-
ical agendas.
Given the current simmering crisis at LAC and 
probable limited military engagement between 
the regional hegemonic contending actors in fore-
seeable future, the prevailing situation would as-
sist Pakistan to further consolidate it’s ties with 
China through incorporating strong defense part-
nership and it will alleviate the trajectory of bal-
ance of power in its favor.   
Hypothetically Crisis escalation along LAC would 
proportionally increase Indian security dilem-
ma-accentuatingcredible deterrence oriented 
from the Sino-Pak strategic partnership.
To be explicit and precise, current course of ac-
tion not only dented Indian strategic position but 
it also endangered the state’s sovereignty whichis 
entangled in cluster of traditional and non tradi-
tional security challenges at home and abroad. 
The fallout of miscued Modi assertive  approach 
with reference to LOC and LAC potentially ne-
cessitates Compendious rational appraisal. Diplo-
matically, A pragmatic conciliatory policy-adher-
ence to the norms of international treaties and 
laws,  would serve better in reconsolidation of 
jeopardized security architecture of South Asia. 
Likewisein compliance with sanctity of RP-2 doc-
trine international institutions and Powers are 
also obliged to intervene in order to mitigate  the 
conflictto ensure the strategic stability and em-
blems of peace.

The author is an Islamabad-based 
journalist, researcher holding academic 

expertise  in international affairs.

The US commits the same abuses it condemns abroad

Kashmir crisis: from LOC to LAC quagmire

Belkis Wille

Syed Mushahid Hussain Naqvi 

The credibility of those 
actions, or what was left 
of it, now lies in ashes. 

Over the past three weeks, 
police across the United 
States have unleashed 

some of the same tactics 
against peaceful protesters 

at home that the US has 
condemned abroad. No 
matter what distinctions 

the current administration 
might try to draw, the 

ability of the US to 
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rights abroad has been 
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan chairing high level meeting. – DNA

Jurgen Klopp defends Liverpool’s 
attitude after 4-0 loss 

“City are incredible. I’ve seen their games - they haven’t played a bad game 
all season. Even when they lost they still played really good football”

DNA

MANCHESTER: Liverpool 
manager Jurgen Klopp took 
issue with questions from 
the media as he defended 
the new champions’ ap-
proach to their 4-0 defeat by 
Manchester City.
“If you want to lead the sto-
ry in the direction that we 
were not focused on that 
game, then do it,” an irritat-
ed Klopp told Sky Sports.
“I saw a brilliant attitude. I 
saw fight. We didn’t behave 
like somebody who became 

champions a week ago.”
The defeat was only Liver-
pool’s second of the Pre-
mier League season.
City’s defeat by Chelsea in 
their previous league game 
on 25 June had handed Liv-
erpool an unassailable lead 
at the top of the table and 
ensured their first top-flight 
title in 30 years.
Images and video of the 
Liverpool players partying 
together, while in joint iso-
lation at a team hotel, were 
posted on social media.
But Klopp insisted his side’s 
defeat was always possible 

against a team with the 
quality of Manchester City, 
Premier League champions 

in the previous two seasons.
Manchester City 4-0 Liv-
erpool: Jurgen Klopp says 

City proved point against 
Reds
“If there is a team in the 
world that can smash us 
like this, it is probably City - 
but we will come again,” he 
said.
“We lacked fluidity, that’s 
for sure. And in some 50-50 
situations they were quicker 
than us in mind.
“They used their chances 
and we didn’t.
“City are incredible. I’ve 
seen their games - they ha-
ven’t played a bad game all 
season. Even when they lost 
they still played really good 

football.”
Manchester City counter-
part Pep Guardiola said 
Liverpool’s sharp start to 
the match, which saw Mo-
hamed Salah hit the post 
with the game goalless, 
proved they were not dis-
tracted or drained by their 
celebrations.
“I think they drunk a lot of 
beer the last week, but they 
were here with no beer in 
their blood and to win this 
game,” the Spaniard said.
“I saw a team with incredi-
ble focus, with energy and a 
desire to win the game.”

Spain to 
hike taxes 

to offset 
virus impact

MADRID: Prime Minister 
Pedro Sanchez on Thursday 
said fiscal reform was “inev-
itable” if Spain was to deal 
with the economic crisis 
triggered by the coronavirus 
pandemic, pointing to tax 
hikes, notably for larger com-
panies. Sanchez also pledged 
9.0 billion euros ($10.1 bil-
lion) for Spain’s regions to 
reinforce the public health 
system, which was stretched 
to the maximum by the epi-
demic which claimed more 
than 28,300 lives.
His remarks came as Europe-
an nations were locked in talks 
over a 750-billion-euro rescue 
fund, that would predominant-
ly benefit southern nations 
like Spain and Italy, two of the 
worst-hit countries in Europe.  
“We will have to reduce pub-
lic debt, we will also have to 
lower the public deficit and for 
that, we will have to increase 
the state’s revenue capacity,” 
the prime minister told LaSex-
ta news channel.
Sanchez said Spain’s low tax 
income made it “inevitable 
that we will have to carry 
out fiscal reform” given that 
government revenues are so 
much lower than the Europe-
an average -- “seven percent-
age points lower than GDP”. 
“We want to have a robust 
welfare state and we’re going 
to do that with fiscal justice,” 
which will mean “raising tax-
es on big companies and not 
on small- and medium-sized 
companies,” he said, without 
giving further details. – APP

Franchises 
want PSL-V 

completion in 
November

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan 
Super League (PSL) fran-
chises have stated Novem-
ber as their preferred option 
to complete the abandoned 
fifth edition of PSL. “The 
franchisees and the PCB re-
iterated their most preferred 
option remained the staging 
of the remaining four match-
es of the Pakistan Super 
League 2020 in November,” 
a private TV channel report-
ed while quoting a statement 
by the management of PSL. 
“Having expressed that op-
timism, they acknowledged 
there were a number of mov-
ing pieces due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic and agreed 
to continue to review and 
monitor the situation inter-
nally before making recom-
mendations to the governing 
council.” The fifth edition 
for the 20-over competition 
was brought to a halt follow-
ing the completion of the 
round-robin stage following 
the eruption of coronavirus 
pandemic. The PCB and the 
PSL teams have agreed to a 
framework for collaboration 
to ensure long-term growth of 
the tournament and to create 
financial sustainability.
The tournament’s govern-
ing council lauded PCB for 
constituting an independent 
PSL department, which will 
be headed by its project ex-
ecutive Shoaib Naveed. 
“The franchises and PCB 
agreed to a framework of 
regular contact between the 
teams and the PSL Depart-
ment, aiming to increase 
consultative dialogue on 
various operational and 
strategic matters relating to 
the league.” – APP

China launches 
remote sensing 

satellite
TAIYUAN: China success-
fully sent a high-resolution 
multi-mode imaging satel-
lite into the planned orbit 
from the Taiyuan Satellite 
Launch Center in north Chi-
na’s Shanxi Province Friday.
The satellite was launched 
by a Long March-4B carrier 
rocket at 11:10 a.m. (Beijing 
Time), according to the Chi-
na National Space Adminis-
tration.
The satellite is a civil-use 
optical remote-sensing sat-
ellite with a resolution up 
to the sub-meter level. It 
will operate in Sun-synchro-
nous orbit.
It can provide high-preci-
sion remote-sensing image 
data for several industries 
including surveying and 
mapping, natural resources, 
emergency management, 
agriculture, ecological en-
vironment, residential con-
struction and forestry.
Another satellite designed 
to popularize space science 
among teenagers was also 
launched in the mission. It 
will carry out science exper-
iments such as image and 
voice data transmission.
Both satellites were devel-
oped by the China Academy 
of Space Technology. Fri-
day’s launch was the 337th 
by the Long March rocket 
series. – APP

Kim hails N Korea’s 
‘shining success’ 
against COVID-19

SEOUL: North Korean leader Kim Jong-Un has praised 
what he described as his country’s “shining success” in 
holding off the new coronavirus, according to state-run 
KCNA news agency Friday. The head of the hermetic 
totalitarian state spoke at a Worker’s Party politburo 
meeting on Thursday discussing the impact of the virus, 
six months after North Korea closed borders and put 
thousands in to isolation.
KCNA reported that after reviewing efforts, Kim “said 
we have thoroughly prevented the inroad of the malig-
nant virus” and “maintained stable anti-epidemic situa-
tion despite the worldwide health crisis”. The reclusive 
leader praised the “shining success achieved by the 
far-sighted leadership of the Party Central Committee 
and a high sense of voluntary spirit displayed by all 
people who move as one on orders of the Party Central 
Committee,” KCNA continued.
But he also stressed the need to “maintain maximum 
alert” especially in light of new outbreaks in “neighbour-
ing countries”. “He repeatedly warned that hasty relief 
of anti-epidemic measures will result in unimaginable 
and irretrievable crisis,” KCNA said.  Pyongyang has not 
confirmed a single case of the deadly disease that swept 
the world after first emerging in neighbouring China, 
but has imposed strict rules, including closing its bor-
ders and schools, and putting thousands of its people 
into isolation. – APP
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ISLAMABAD: Former Pa-
kistani gloveman Rashid 
Latif has predicted that 
the limited-overs skipper 
Babar Azam seems like 
the player to reach the 
10,000-run-benchmark af-
ter the 2009 World Twen-
ty20 winning captain You-
nis Khan.
“We can predict the future 
that after Younis, Babar is 
looking like the player to 
score 10,000 runs. Because 
Asad Shafiq and Azhar Ali 
don’t have enough time to 
play and reach the 10,000 
run-mark,” he said in a vid-
eo while talking to Dr Nau-
man Niaz on YouTube chan-
nel Caught Behind.
Younis became the first Pa-
kistani and 13th ever bats-
men to score 10,000 runs 
in Test cricket on April 23, 
2017, whereas Babar cur-
rently stands at 1,850 runs 
in 26 Tests.
On Babar’s statement that 
he would feel proud if peo-
ple compared him with 
Pakistani greats like Javed 
Miandad, Inzamam-ul-Haq 
and others, instead of Virat 

Kohli, Latif said compari-
son was always done with 
current players like Steve 
Smith, Kane Williamson, 
Joe Root, Rohit Sharma, Vi-
rat Kohli etc.
“Noboby compared Babar 
with Indian Sunil Gavaskar 
or Sachin Tendulkar as 
everyone does comparison 
with current players. You 
(Babar) are the No 1 or No 
2 kind of player in the world 
whether it’s Twenty20, ODI 
or Test. Once you reach the 
Miandad, Zaheer Abbas, In-
zamam and Younis, bench-
mark you will be compared 
with them,” Rashid, who 
served as captain in 2003, 
leading the country in six 
tests and 25 ODIs, said.
Rashid Latif, who played 
for Pakistan in Tests and 
ODIs, between 1992 and 
2003 as a wicket-keeper 
right-handed batsman, said 
it felt like as if Babar was 
told to take the names of 
former Pakistani greats as 
to create diversion. 
“It is good you took the 
name of our greats. But 
during the current situation 

when you will play England 
the press will ask you the 
same question on compari-
son with Kohli,” he said.
To a question, Rashid said 
Umar Akmal and Ahmed 
Shehzad were wrongly com-
pared with Kohli. “Babar is 
a deserving player and has 
the same class to be com-
pared with Kohli. Umar is 
a good player but he can’t 
be compared to the Indian 
Skipper. Babar has per-
formed everywhere in the 
world while Younis has also 
performed throughout,” he 
said.
To a question, he said 
Zaheer Abbas was a 
wristy-player and he scored 
two double centuries 
against England on the tour. 
Abbas made his Test match 
debut in 1969 and in his 
second Test he scored 274 
against England, still the 
sixth-ever highest score by 
a Pakistani batsman. This 
was the first of his four Test 
double-centuries, only two 
men from Pakistan (Younis 
Khan and Javed Miandad) 
have scored more.

‘Babar can reach 
10,000-run-benchmark’

England to wear Black Lives Matter 
badge during West Indies series 

DNA

LONDON: The England and 
Wales Cricket Board on Thursday 
announced that England will join 
the West Indies in wearing "Black 
Lives Matter" logos on their 
shirts during their three-match 
Test series.
The tourists had previously an-
nounced they would be wearing 
the logo, designed by Watford 

footballer Troy Deeney's partner 
Alisha Hosannah, which is also 
being worn by Premier League 
players. The ECB said its deci-
sion had been "fully supported" 
by England players led by Test 
captain Joe Root and stand-in 
skipper Ben Stokes.
ECB chief executive Tom Har-
rison made it clear the move 
showed support for "progress 
and societal change" and did not 
extend to explicit backing for any 

wider political aims.
"It has become a message of sol-
idarity and a drive for progress 
and societal change," he said. 
"There can be no place for racism 
in society or our sport, and we 
must do more to tackle it."
But he added: "Our support of that 
message is not an endorsement, 
tacit or otherwise, of any political 
organisation, nor the backing of 
any group that calls for violence 
or condones illegal activity. "We 

are aware of certain aspects of the 
movement that promote their own 
political views, and their actions 
are not supported in any way by 
the ECB and our players."
"Black Lives Matter" became a 
rallying cry in a series of world-
wide anti-racism protests sparked 
by the killing of George Floyd in 
the United States in May.
It is understood, however, that 
the England squad will not take 
a knee ahead of the first Test, 

which starts on July 8.
Root, speaking on behalf of the 
England squad, said: "It is im-
portant to show solidarity to the 
black community and to raise 
much-needed awareness around 
the topics of equality and justice."
Deeney said: "Watching cricket 
with my grandad shaped my child-
hood, so it's great to be able to 
help England and the West Indies 
to show their support in such a 
meaningful way."

Leroy Sane completes 
Bayern Munich move 
DNA

MANCHESTER: Leroy Sane 
says Bayern Munich is a "great 
club with big goals" after he 
signed a five-year contract at 
the Bundesliga side. The Ger-
many winger, 24, has joined 
from Manchester City for an 
initial fee of about £44.7m that 
could rise to £54.8m.
Sane joined City from Schal-
ke in 2016 for £37m and 
won two Premier League 
titles, the FA Cup and two 

League Cups. "I want to win 
as many trophies as possi-
ble with Bayern, and the 
Champions League is the 
top priority," he said.
Sane was a key part of the 
City team that won a do-
mestic treble last year, but 

has been injured for much 
of this season. In 135 ap-
pearances for the Premier 
League side he scored 39 
goals and made 45 assists.
"Our goal is to gather the best 
German players at FC Bay-
ern and the signing of Leroy 
emphasises this goal," said 
Bayern chief executive Karl-
Heinz Rummenigge. Sane, 
who has 21 caps for Germany, 
will start training with Bayern 
next week, although he can-
not play for them in the Cham-
pions League this season.

MANILA: The search for 14 
people missing after their 
fishing boat and a cargo 
ship collided off the Philip-
pines has  turned into a re-
trieval operation with little 
hope of finding them alive, 
the coast guard said Friday. 
The vessels crashed last 
Saturday night in waters 
southwest of Manila, capsiz-
ing the Philippine  fishing 
boat Liberty 5 off the coast 
of Occidental Mindoro prov-
ince. 
The crew of the Hong 

Kong-registered cargo ship 
MV Vienna Wood has been 
detained as  investigators 
prepare to lay criminal 
charges over the incident. 
"There is a very slim 
chance that we may still 
find them alive," Philippine 
coast guard chief  George 
Ursabia told a local radio 
station, as the search shifts 
to retrieving the bodies of 
the missing  men in the 
next two days.  "Eventually 
we will terminate our ef-
forts on this." – APP

Philippine coast 
guard searches for 
missing fishermen

‘There is a very slim chance that 
we may still find them alive’

Hungary 
dismisses 
EU border 
reopening 
proposal

BUDAPEST: Hungary will 
not comply with an EU rec-
ommendation to lift corona-
virus travel restrictions for 
more countries outside the 
bloc, Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban said Thursday, citing 
a risk to health.
The 27-member EU final-
ised Tuesday the list of 
countries where coronavi-
rus infections were seen to 
be low enough to allow their 
citizens to enter the bloc 
starting on Wednesday. “We 
cannot currently implement 
the EU’s request to allow in 
citizens from non-EU coun-
tries, with the exception 
of Serbia,” Orban said in a 
Facebook video message.
Hungary reopened the bor-
der with neighbouring Ser-
bia, which has a large eth-
nic-Hungarian population, 
in May. But lifting travel 
restrictions to more nations 
outside the EU “would go 
against the healthcare inter-
ests of the Hungarian peo-
ple,” Orban said. 
The countries that made it 
onto the EU list are Algeria, 
Australia, Canada, Japan, 
Georgia, Montenegro, Mo-
rocco, New Zealand, Rwan-
da, Serbia, South Korea, 
Thailand, Tunisia and Uru-
guay, as well as China if it 
reciprocates.
Other EU members have 
also expressed reservations 
about lifting travel restric-
tions for countries that they 
deem still have too many 
coronavirus cases to consid-
er them to be safe. Austria 
on Wednesday announced it 
would follow the EU recom-
mendation -- but not for Ser-
bia and Montenegro. Bul-
garia, Romania and Slovenia 
have not announced fresh 
decisions on lifting travel 
restrictions since the EU’s 
recommendation. – APP

All pilots 
cleared 
scrutiny 
process

From Page 01

The senator said that the 
PIA and other private air-
lines in Pakistan had been 
continuing their flight op-
erations and pilots operat-
ing the flights were those 
who had been given the 
clean chit and they were 
fully qualified pilots.
Replying to questions, he 
said that before coming to 
this press conference, he 
saw on television screens 
the press conferences of 
PML-N leaders belonging 
to Shahid Khaqan Abbasi 
group, then those of the 
Shahbaz Sharif group and 
it was expected that some 
leaders of Maryam Nawaz 
group would also hold a 
media talk.
He pointed out that none 
of the prime minister’s 
family members was part 
of the government unlike 
the PML-N regime when 
the younger brother of 
then prime minister was 
chief minister and father-
in-law of his daughter was 
the finance minister. 
Speaking about the du-
bious licenses issue, the 
prime minister’s special 
aide Shahzad Akbar said 
that the summary on 
cancellation of licences 
was put up to the cabinet 
Wednesday, which sought 
more details. He contend-
ed that there would be no 
compromise on air safety. 

COVID-19: US 
provides 100 

ventilators
From Page 01

These American-made ven-
tilators will help Pakistani 
patients in the most acute 
need of medical care.”  
The U.S.-Pakistan health 
partnership to fight corona-
virus is helping to improve 
and expand laboratory test-
ing, disease monitoring, 
case tracking, infection 
prevention and control, 
and patient care.  The 
United States has contrib-
uted nearly $27 million in 
new funding so far to this 
vital partnership that is 
growing every day. We are 
also thankful for Pakistan’s 
contribution of medical sup-
plies to help fight coronavi-
rus in the United States.

Qureshi 
reiterated 
Pakistan 

‘One China’ 
stand

From Page 01

Apart from committing 
egregious violations of hu-
man rights in IOJ&K, In-
dia was seeking to change 
the demographic structure 
of the occupied territory. 
The Foreign Minister also 
briefed about the repeated 
violations committed by In-
dia across the LOC as well 
as targeted killing of the ci-
vilians.  In the face of Indian 
provocations, Pakistan was 
exercising restraint, For-
eign Minister added.
Foreign Minister Qureshi 
underscored that disputes 
in the region should be 
resolved through peaceful 
means and agreed mecha-
nisms rather than resort-
ing to unilateral, illegal and 
coercive measures reflect-
ed in India’s decision of 5 
August 2019.
State Councilor Wang Yi 
briefed Foreign Minister 
Qureshi about the region-
al situation. He lauded 
Pakistan’s sincere and re-
lentless efforts to promote 
peace and stability in the 
region and thanked Paki-
stan for the support it has 
extended to China during 
difficult and challenging 
times.

Ramos’ 
penalty 

sends Real 
Madrid 4 

points clear
DNA

MADRID: Sergio Ramos’ 
penalty sent Real Madrid 
four points clear at the 
top of La Liga with a hard-
fought win over Getafe.
Real looked as if they 
were going to be frustrat-
ed until Mathias Olivera 
fouled Dani Carvajal, with 
Ramos stepping up to 
score his 21st consecu-
tive penalty.
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BBC cuts 

450 regional 
jobs

LONDON: The BBC said 
Thursday it will axe 450 re-
gional jobs in England as it 
seeks to cut costs and shake 
up its local radio stations 
and TV news.
The British broadcaster last 
month announced that 150 
jobs would go in Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland, 
on top of the loss of around 
450 positions in BBC News. 
In a statement on Thursday, 
it said it was planning a “sig-
nificant reinvention” of BBC 
England, which employs 
more than 3,000 people.
Changes include merging 
TV and online news and re-
ducing the number of shows 
on local radio stations, in a 
bid to save £25 million by 
March 2022.
The BBC said its early 
evening regional TV news 
bulletins have been the 
most watched programmes 
on British television during 
the coronavirus outbreak, 
regularly drawing a quarter 
of England’s population.
But Helen Thomas, the 
director of BBC England, 
said: “Those services were 
created more than 50 years 
ago, have changed very lit-
tle and need significant re-
invention. – APP

Turkey trial 
of Jamal 

Khashoggi’s 
murder begins

DNA
ISTANBUL: A Turkish 
court has opened the trial 
of 20 Saudi nationals indict-
ed over the killing of Saudi 
journalist Jamal Khashoggi.
The trial began at Istanbul 
province’s main court in 
Caglayan district at 10am lo-
cal time (07:00 GMT) on Fri-
day. Khashoggi, a 59-year-old 
Washington Post columnist, 
was killed at the Saudi con-
sulate in Istanbul on October 
2, 2018, after he entered the 
premises to obtain paperwork 
for his planned marriage.
Turkish officials say 
Khashoggi’s body was dis-
membered at the consulate 
by the killers and his re-
mains are yet to be found. In 
March, Turkish prosecutors 
indicted 20 Saudi nationals 
over Khashoggi’s killing, 
including two former senior 
aides to Saudi Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman 
(MBS), the kingdom’s de 
facto ruler.

Uzbekistan 
receives 
observer 

status at IOC 
DNA

TASHKENT: The 111th 
session of the International 
Olive Council (IOC), chaired 
by Georgia, has taken place 
via videoconference. Ac-
cording to the regulations of 
the session of the Council, 
the event was attended by 
representatives of Member 
States – Albania, Algeria, 
Egypt, the EU, Georgia, 
Iran, Israel, Jordan, Leba-
non, Libya, Montenegro, 
Morocco, Palestine, Tuni-
sia, Turkey, Uruguay and 
observer states – Argenti-
na, Uzbekistan and Syria.
The IOC Chair George Sva-
nidze addressed the opening 
ceremony of the session. He 
informed the participants 
about the application of Uz-
bekistan to join the Council 
and congratulated the Uzbek 
side on receiving the observ-
er status in the organization.
It was noted that the de-
cision of Uzbekistan to 
join the IOC will not only 
strengthen the image of the 
Olive Council, but will also 
give impetus to develop-
ment of olive production in 
Uzbekistan. The Minister of 
Environmental Protection 
and Agriculture of Georgia 
Levan Davitashvili, the Min-
ister of Agriculture of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan Jam-
shid Khojayev, as well as the 
Deputy Minister of Trade of 
Turkey Sezai Uçarmak also 
addressed the event.

Uzbekistan 
corona cases 
surpass 9000

DNA
TASHKENT: As of July 
3, 10:00, the number of 
coronavirus infected in Uz-
bekistan has reached 9199 
(+121) people, the Minis-
try of Health reports. 6034 
(65%) people have fully 
recovered from the virus. 
3138 patients are being 
treated in hospitals.

BAKU: Ms. Leyla Aliyeva  founder of HA Foundation and initiator & organizer of several  charitable projects not only in Azerbaijan, 
also outside of Flag of Azerbaijan boundaries celebrating her birthday with children. – DNA

China warns US of countermeasures 
over Hong Kong sanctions bill

Warning comes as activist Nathan Law flees and Hong Kong govt bans 
protest slogan calling for city’s liberation

DNA

BEIJING: China has prom-
ised to take “all necessary 
countermeasures” if the 
United States pressed 
ahead with legislation penal-
ising banks doing business 
with Chinese officials who 
implement Beijing’s draco-
nian new national security 
law on Hong Kong.
The warning on Friday 
came after the US Senate 
unanimously approved the 
Hong Kong Autonomy Act, 
sending it to the White 
House for President Donald 
Trump’s signature.
“This US move has grossly 
interfered in China’s inter-
nal affairs and seriously 
violated international law, 

as well as the basic norms 
governing international 
relations,” the Foreign Af-
fairs Committee of China’s 
National People’s Congress 
said.
“If the US side is bent 
on going down the wrong 
path, China will resolutely 
respond with all necessary 
countermeasures.”
Beijing has faced a ground-
swell of criticism over its 
decision to impose a law 
outlawing “acts of subver-
sion, secession, terrorism 
and colluding with foreign 
forces” in Hong Kong. 
Pro-democracy protesters 
in the city as well as foreign 
governments say the law 
breaches the “one coun-
try, two systems” principle 
enshrined in the 1984 Si-

no-British treaty that guar-
anteed the autonomy of 
Hong Kong.
The law has triggered alarm 
among democracy activists 
and rights groups. Demosis-
to, a pro-democracy group 
led by Hong Kong activist 
Joshua Wong, disbanded 
hours after the legislation 
was passed, while promi-
nent group member Nathan 
Law said on Friday that he 
had left the global financial 
hub.
The 26-year-old said he 
made the decision to leave 
after criticising the new law 
at a US congressional hear-
ing he attended via lives-
tream on Wednesday. “Of 
course, I knew my speech 
and appearance would put 
my own safety in serious 

jeopardy given the circum-
stances,” he wrote on Twit-
ter.
“As a global-facing activist, 
the choice I have are stark: 
to stay silent from now on, 
or to keep engaging in pri-
vate diplomacy so I can 
warn the world of the threat 
of Chinese authoritarian 
expansion. I made the deci-
sion when I agreed to testify 
before the US Congress.”
Nathan Law, centre, walks 
past the media outside 
the Court of Final Appeal 
in Hong Kong [Isaac Law-
rence/ AFP]
Officials in Beijing and 
Hong Kong say the law, 
which bypasses Hong 
Kong’s legislature, is nec-
essary to restore order 
and stability in the city and 

will only target a handful of 
“trouble-makers”.
Meanwhile, Hong Kong’s lo-
cal government confirmed 
that a popular protest slo-
gan used over the last year 
- “Liberate Hong Kong, rev-
olution of our times” - was 
now illegal. The rallying 
cry appears on placards at 
rallies, is printed on clothes 
and accessories and scrib-
bled on post-it notes on 
walls across the city.
“The slogan ‘Liberate 
Hong Kong, the revolution 
of our times’ nowadays 
connotes “Hong Kong in-
dependence”, or separat-
ing the Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region 
(HKSAR) from the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, 
altering the legal status of 

the HKSAR, or subverting 
the state power,” the gov-
ernment said in a state-
ment late on Thursday.
On Wednesday, the 23rd 
anniversary of the former 
British colony’s handover to 
Chinese rule, police arrest-
ed about 370 people during 
protests against the legisla-
tion, with 10 of those involv-
ing violations of the new law
The United Kingdom has 
announced plans to allow 
millions of Hong Kong cit-
izens with British National 
Overseas status to relocate 
with their families and even-
tually apply for citizenship. 
Australia said it was consid-
ering similar action, while 
Taiwan has opened an office 
to help Hong Kong people 
wanting to flee the city.

Brazil virus 
death toll 

passes 
60,000

DNA
RIO: Brazil surpassed 
60,000 deaths from the 
coronavirus after recording 
more than 1,000 fatalities 
over the last 24 hours, the 
country’s health ministry 
said. The United Nations 
Security Council has unani-
mously adopted a resolution 
demanding an “immediate 
cessation of hostilities” for 
at least 90 days in key con-
flicts including Syria, Yem-
en, Libya, South Sudan and 
Congo to tackle the corona-
virus pandemic.
Italy’s hard-hit northern re-
gion of Lombardy accounted 
for considerably more than 
half of the nation’s latest 
confirmed 187 coronavirus 
cases - raising the total to 
240,760 nationwide. The 
Ministry of Health also re-
ported 21 new deaths, rais-
ing to 34,788 the total of 
known deaths.
Close to 10.7 million people 
around the world have been 
diagnosed with the corona-
virus, over 5.6 million have 
recovered, and more than 
517,000 have died, accord-
ing to a tally by Johns Hop-
kins University.

UK begins 
lifting corona 
quarantine 

rules 
DNA

LONDON: Transport Secre-
tary Grant Shapps has said 
that more than 50 countries 
- including key destinations 
such as France, Germany, 
Italy and Spain - will be on 
the list of places exempt 
from England’s quarantine 
requirements from 10 July. 
The full list will be pub-
lished later today.
He told BBC Breakfast that 
travellers from these coun-
tries to England would not 
have to quarantine for 14 
days. Although the announce-
ment does not guarantee re-
ciprocal agreements, most 
countries on the list would 
not require travellers from 
the UK to self-isolate on ar-
rival, he said. 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Federa-
tion of Pakistan Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry 
(FPCCI) President Mian 
Anjum Nisar has raised se-
rious concerns over contin-
uing human rights abuses 
and curfew in Indian Held 
Kashmir for the last more 
than 9 months, saying suc-
cessive ceasefire breaches 
along the Line of Control 
by the Indian Forces is a 
serious threat to regional 
trade and economic pros-
perity, especially at a time 
when the whole world 
economies are highlighting 
gloomy forecasts.
He urged the United Nations 
to accord serious attention 
to blatant violation of human 
rights in IHK, constituting a 
high powered human rights 
committee to visit the valley 
to see and report the facts. 

“These egregious violations 
of international law reflect 
consistent Indian attempts 
to escalate the situation 
along the LoC and are a 
threat to bilateral trade and 
regional peace. He added 
that by raising tensions 
along the LoC and the Work-
ing Boundary, India cannot 
divert attention from the 
grave human rights situation 
in the Indian Occupied Jam-
mu and Kashmir.
He said that the interna-
tional community must hold 
India accountable for its hu-
man rights abuses in Indian 
Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir.
FPCCI President appreciat-
ed the government, which 
has summoned senior Indian 
diplomat to register strong 
protest over the ceasefire 
violations by the Indian oc-
cupation forces along the 
Line of Control, killing and 
seriously injuring several in-

nocent civilians.
Expressing solidarity with 
the armed forces, strug-
gling against terrorism, he 
said that operations of Pak 
Army and security forc-
es against terrorism have 
made the situation stable in 
the country.
Mian Anjum Nisar, con-
demning the militant attack 
on the Pakistan Stock Ex-
change, which was foiled by 
police within a few minutes, 
lauded the efforts of the law 

enforcement agencies and 
paid tributes to security per-
sonnel who sacrificed their 
lives in the line of duty.
“The FPCCI pays tribute to 
the security guards of the 
PSX, who laid down their 
lives to thwart the attack and 
the whole trade and industry 
is proud of its security per-
sonnel, who bravely fought 
off militants to avert massive 
casualties.”
The leader of Apex trade 
body said that the whole Pa-

kistani nation was support-
ing the Pak army in their 
struggle against terrorism 
so that terrorism was fully 
extirpated from the soil. 
He said that when there 
was peace in the region, so-
cio-economic development 
and prosperity would auto-
matically come.
He said the atrocities by 
Indian occupation forces 
were well documented by 
the United Nations, human 
rights organizations as well 
as international media. And 
a continuing silence in the 
face of such blatant abuse is 
against international human 
rights and humanitarian 
laws and must be unaccept-
able, he remarked.
FPCCI, on behalf of the 
whole business community 
of Pakistan, calls on the in-
ternational community to 
hold India accountable for its 
human rights abuses in IoJK 
where women, men and chil-

dren have faced pellet guns, 
sexual assault, electrocu-
tion, and physical & mental 
torture, he added.
Mian Anjum Nisar said that 
the Indian occupation forces 
along the LoC and the Work-
ing Boundary had continu-
ously been targeting civilian 
populated areas with artil-
lery fire, heavy-caliber mor-
tars and automatic weapons.
In 2020, India has so far 
committed 1487 ceasefire 
violations resulting in 13 
Shahadats and serious inju-
ries to 106 innocent civil-
ians, he said.
Condemning the deplorable 
targeting of innocent civil-
ians by the Indian occupa-
tion forces, he underscored 
that such senseless acts 
were in clear violation of the 
2003 Ceasefire Understand-
ing, and are also against all 
established humanitarian 
norms and professional mil-
itary conduct.

India’s LoC ceasefire breaches are 
serious threat to regional trade

FPCC president Anjum Nisar calls on world community to hold India accountable for HR abuses in IHK

Iran to pay 
downed plane 

victims’ 
families

DNA
TEHRAN: Sweden has said 
that Iran has agreed to com-
pensate the families of the 
foreign victims of a Ukraini-
an passenger plane that was 
shot down outside Tehran in 
January. The Boeing 737 air-
craft was struck by two mis-
siles and crashed shortly af-
ter taking off from Tehran’s 
airport on January 8, killing 
all 176 people on board.
The Islamic republic admit-
ted days later that its forces 
accidentally shot down the 
Kyiv-bound jetliner.
“We have signed an agree-
ment of mutual under-
standing that we will now 
negotiate with Iran about 
amends, compensation to 
the victims’ next of kin,” 
Sweden’s Foreign Minister 
Ann Linde told news agen-
cy TT on Thursday in a 
statement confirmed by her 
press secretary to the AFP 
news agency.
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Ambassador Furqat holds 
talks with Ahmed Ssenyomo

During the conversation, the state and prospects of building up the multifaceted 
cooperation of Uzbekistan with the OIC, including in the trade, economic, 

investment and tourism spheres, were discussed

DNA

TASHKENT: Ambassador Furqat Sidikov held 
fruitful talks with the Deputy Secretary General 
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation on 
Economic Affairs, Ahmed Ssenyomo, in the form 
of video conference.
During the conversation, the state and pros-
pects of building up the multifaceted cooper-
ation of Uzbekistan with the OIC, including in 
the trade, economic, investment and tourism 
spheres, were discussed.
As emphasized, under the leadership of Presi-
dent Shavkat Mirziyoyev, large-scale reforms 
are being carried out in the economic sphere 
aimed at maintaining high economic growth and 
increasing the competitiveness of the economy 
of our country. In this regard, Uzbekistan pays 
special attention to the development of coopera-
tion with the OIC.
It was noted that building up cooperation in the 
field of economy and trade is one of the priority 
areas of relations with the OIC.

DNA

NEW DELHI: India's Minis-
try of Defence on Thursday 
signed off on the purchase 
of 33 Russian fighter jets 
and upgrades to 59 others 
worth $2.4bn, amid rising 
tensions with nuclear-armed 
neighbour China.
The purchase of 21 MiG-29 
and 12 Su-30 MKI, as well 
as upgrades to 59 existing 
MiG-29s, was to "augment" 
the Indian Air Force's com-
bat squadrons, the  oD said.
The ministry also said it has 
approved local development 
of missile systems for all 
three branches of the mil-
itary, and ammunition and 
upgraded infantry combat 
vehicles for the army.
The beefing up of India's 
defence capabilities was 
taken up due to "the need to 
strengthen the armed forc-
es to protect our borders 

and Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's call for 'self-re-
liant India'", the ministry 
added in a statement.
The announcement fol-
lowed Modi's phone call 
with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, whom he 
"warmly congratulated" 
after a nationwide vote on 
constitutional reforms that 
could allow him to extend 
his rule until 2026.
India's Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh visited 
Moscow last month to at-
tend the 75th Victory Day 
Parade, which marks the 
Soviet victory over Nazi 
Germany in World War II. 
Indian visitors stand be-
sides a SU-30 MKI fighter 
jet The 12 Su-30MKIs will 
be built under licence by In-
dia's state-owned Hindustan 
Aeronautics Ltd. Russia was 
New Delhi's Cold War ally 
and remains India's biggest 
arms supplier.

India to buy 33 
Russian fighter jets

Purchase of 21 MiG-29 and 12 Su-30 
MKI is to augment the air force's combat 

squadrons, India's Ministry of Defence said
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Briefs
Modi visits 

Ladakh 
region 

DNA
NEW DELHI: Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
flew into the northern Him-
alayan region of Ladakh on 
Friday, officials said, weeks 
after Indian and Chinese 
troops clashed on their dis-
puted border there, esca-
lating tension between the 
Asian giants. Modi, who has 
been under pressure to re-
spond to what India deems 
Chinese incursions, met 
troops at a base in Ladakh’s 
Nimu area, pictures showed.
Officials said Modi was ac-
companied by the chief of 
defence staff, General Bipin 
Rawat, and the chief of the 
army, General Manoj Muku-
nd Naravane. India and Chi-
na have traded blame for 
triggering the high-altitude 
brawl in the Galwan Valley 
on June 15, in which 20 In-
dian soldiers were killed and 
at least 76 were injured.
The June border clash saw 
soldiers engaged in brutal 
hand-to-hand fighting with 
clubs and staves about 
4,270 metres (14,000 feet) 
above sea level amid sub-ze-
ro temperatures. It was the 
worst border skirmish in 
nearly 50 years.

13 women 
appointed 

to Saudi HR 
Commission

RIYADH: Thirteen women 
have been appointed to the 
Saudi Human Rights Com-
mission (HRC) under a royal 
decree issued by Saudi Ara-
bia’s King Salman. The ap-
pointments mean half the po-
sitions on the commission’s 
council will be occupied by 
women — a major step in fur-
thering women’s empower-
ment in the country.
“Appointing 13 women as 
members of the HRC coun-
cil, with a total of 26 mem-
bers, is in line with efforts 
made by the Kingdom’s 
leadership to enable women 
to occupy leading positions 
in various fields, and helps 
achieve what is best for the 
country,” said Dr. Awwad 
bin Saleh Al-Awwad, head of 
the HRC. He thanked King 
Salman and Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman for 
issuing the royal decree 
to form the commission’s 
council in its fourth session 
for a period of 4 years.
Al-Awwad said that the 
Saudi leadership’s support 
and guidance had a great 
impact on the HRC mission 
to promote and consolidate 
human rights principles for 
the benefit of Saudis and 
expats. Meanwhile, the 
Kingdom’s National Com-
mittee to Combat Human 
Trafficking (NCCHT), in 
cooperation with the UN 
Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC), has completed 
a comprehensive four-part 
training program for 350 
participants from all 13 
of the Kingdom’s regions 
involved in collecting and 
managing data on crimes 
involving people trafficking.
The program is the latest 
in a comprehensive series 
of training initiatives that 
followed the establishment 
in March of the Kingdom’s 
first National Referral 
Mechanism, a framework to 
identify and support poten-
tial victims of people traf-
ficking. – APP

NZ mosque 
shooter to be 
sentenced on 

August 24
DNA

CHRISTCHURCH: The 
sentencing hearing for an 
Australian man accused of 
killing 51 Muslim worship-
pers in New Zealand’s worst 
mass shooting has been set 
to begin on August 24, the 
court said on Friday.
Brenton Tarrant pleaded 
guilty to all charges in a 
Christchurch High Court 
hearing earlier this year. 
Justice Cameron Mander 
said the hearing is estimat-
ed to last three days, but 
it will take as long as is 
necessary. New Zealand’s 
worst-ever mass shooting 
took place on March 15 last 
year when the lone attack-
er opened fire on Muslims 
attending Friday prayers in 
Christchurch, broadcasting 
his attack live on Facebook.

DNA

TASHKENT: The President of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev held a meeting to re-
view the implementation of priority 
projects and prospects for expand-
ing trade-economic, investment 
and financial-technical cooperation 
with Japan, the Republic of Korea 
and the United Arab Emirates.
In recent years, the indicators of 
mutual trade turnover with these 
countries have been steadily grow-
ing, new joint projects of cooper-
ation in various sectors are being 
implemented within the frame-
work of roadmaps based on the 
results of summits.
At the meeting, special attention 
was paid to timely implementation 

of existing projects and develop-
ment of new proposals for deep-
ening the investment cooperation.
It was noted that 48 projects worth 
$5.6 billion are being implement-
ed in the country together with 
Japanese partners in such areas 
as geology, chemistry and petro 
chemistry, banking and financial 
sector, healthcare and education.
In particular, projects are being 
successfully implemented for 
construction of hotel complexes 
with HIS Group, expansion of pro-
duction capacities of SamAuto JV 
with Isuzu and Itochu companies, 
construction of power units at Na-
voi Thermal Power Plant with at-
traction of preferential loans from 
Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) and many others.
It was noted that, despite the pan-

demic, since the beginning of the 
year, mutual contacts between the 
government and businesspeople 
of the two countries have inten-
sified, including through modern 
information technologies.
The Head of the state noted the 
need for expanding practical coop-
eration between Uzbekistan and 
Japan by promoting specific eco-
nomic programs and projects.

Bilateral cooperation with the 
Republic of Korea has also shown 
positive dynamics in recent years. 
Since the beginning of the year, 
the trade turnover has reached $1 
billion, 60 new enterprises have 
been created with participation 
of Korean capital and their total 
number has reached 855.
It was noted that projects have 
successfully been implemented 

this year to create Children’s 
Multidisciplinary Medical Center 
in Tashkent and Uzbek – Korean 
International University in Ferga-
na, which created about 1 thou-
sand new jobs.
The construction of an Innovative 
research and production pharma-
ceutical cluster in Tashkent re-
gion’s Zangiota district, which was 
launched by President of the Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan on April 17, 2020, 
is in full swing. The project pro-
vides for creation of a Pharmaceu-
tical Technical University, as well as 
modern production of medicines.
Such spheres as agriculture, 
innovation and ICT, chemical, 
pharmaceutical, light, electrical 
and jewelry industries, educa-
tion and healthcare are identi-
fied as promising areas.

Uzbekistan: Joint projects with Japan and 
Korea to attract investments worth $1 bln

World Bank support to help improve 
services sectors of KPK & Baluchistan

The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Human Capital Investment Project ($200 mln) and 
Balochistan Human Capital Investment Project ($36 mln) will improve public services 
in education and health, which are the building blocks for human capital accumulation

DNA

WASHINGTON: The World Bank’s 
Board of Executive Directors has 
approved $236 million in grants and 
credits to support Pakistan’s efforts 
to enhance learning and healthcare, 
and address COVID-19 threats to 
human capital accumulation. 
The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Human 
Capital Investment Project ($200 
million) and Balochistan Human 
Capital Investment Project ($36 
million) will improve public ser-
vices in education and health, 
which are the building blocks for 
human capital accumulation. The 
projects aim to increase the pro-
ductive capacity of the workforce 
to bolster future economic growth 
in Balochistan and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa.
“Education and healthcare are at 
the heart of Pakistan’s vision for 

inclusive growth to enable its peo-
ple to reach their greatest poten-
tial,” said Illango Patchamuthu, 
World Bank Country Director for 
Pakistan. “Human capital is about 
investing early in children and 
families. The COVID-19 pandemic 
threatens to roll back human cap-
ital accumulation in Pakistan and 
decisive actions are needed now 
to reduce losses through targeted 
interventions supported by the 
two projects.”
These investments will help ad-
dress barriers to access education 
and health services, particularly 
among low-income, vulnerable 
communities, where utilization of 
essential health services, especial-
ly primary care, and school enroll-
ment rates are lower. 
In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the pro-
ject will reach 25 percent of the 
population and help the govern-
ment increase the availability, uti-

lization and quality of healthcare 
services in areas most affected by 
the pandemic. Education activities 
focus on learning opportunities 
for children at the primary and 
secondary school levels, particu-
larly for girls and women, and take 
into account disruptions resulting 
from COVID-19. 
“Investments in education and 
health services are crucial to 
strengthen Pakistan’s most impor-

tant asset, its people,” said Cristina 
Panasco Santos, Task Team Leader 
for the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Hu-
man Capital Investment Project. 
“The project will help address per-
sistent human capital deficits that 
limit current and future economic 
development in the province.” 
In Balochistan, the project will 
support the government to im-
prove service delivery by upgrad-
ing schools and health facilities in 
four districts, increase account-
ability of service providers by 
strengthening community engage-
ment, and improve efficiencies in 
service delivery systems. 
“Improvements in health and edu-
cation services, especially in early 
childhood, have large payoffs for 
children and their families, by im-
proving livelihoods and future op-
portunities to generate wealth,” 
said Yi-Kyoung Lee, Task Team 
Leader for the Balochistan Hu-

man Capital Investment Project. 
“The project serves as a model 
through synergistic interventions 
in education and health to bolster 
human capital accumulation in Ba-
lochistan.” 
Both projects are financed from 
the IDA18 regional sub-window 
for host communities and refu-
gees. Pakistan applied for and 
became eligible to access the 
sub-window in 2017. In addition to 
the two projects approved today, 
the Balochistan Livelihoods and 
Entrepreneurship Project and the 
national Strengthening Institu-
tions for Refugee Administration 
were approved on March 3, 2020. 
Together, the four projects lever-
age $128 million of grant funds, in 
addition to concessional financing 
from IDA, to support poor and 
vulnerable households living in 
select districts of Balochistan and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
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ISLAMABAD: H.E Lt. Col. Sadullah Tashmotov, Charge d’Affaires Embassy of Uzbekistan, called on 
Muhammad Azam Khan Swati, Federal minister for Narcotics control. – DNA

Erdogan 
rejects 

criticism 
over Hagia 

Sophia
“Charges against 
our country over 
Hagia Sophia are 

a direct attack 
on our right to 
sovereignty” 

DNA
ISTANBUL: Turkey’s Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
on Friday rejected criticism 
over his willingness to convert 
Istanbul’s famed Hagia So-
phia landmark into a mosque. 
“Charges against our coun-
try over Hagia Sophia are a 
direct attack on our right to 
sovereignty,” Erdogan said.  
Turkey’s top court is consid-
ering whether the emblematic 
site and former cathedral can 
be redesignated as a mosque, 
prompting US Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo on 
Wednesday to urge Turkey to 
keep the site in its current sta-
tus as a museum.

Macron removes French PM Philippe
Edouard Philippe has handed in the resignation of the government  

to the president of the republic, who has accepted it
 

DNA

PARIS: French President Emma-
nuel Macron has removed Edouard 
Philippe, his prime minister, and 
will shortly name a replacement 
and a new cabinet for the last two 
years of his presidency.
“Mr Edouard Philippe has handed 
in the resignation of the govern-
ment to the president of the repub-

lic, who has accepted it,” said a brief 
statement from the Elysée Palace 
on Friday. “He will ensure, with the 
members of the government, the 
management of current operations 
until the nomination of the new gov-
ernment,” the statement said.
Mr Macron is eager to relaunch his 
presidency ahead of the next pres-
idential election in 2022. His first 
three years have been marked by 
sometimes contentious economic 

reforms, the gilets jaunes anti-gov-
ernment protests, and the coro-
navirus pandemic that has killed 
nearly 30,000 people in France and 
triggered a deep recession.
Mr Philippe could in theory be re-
instated as prime minister leading 
a reshuffled cabinet, but the resig-
nation of the whole government 
suggests Mr Macron has in mind 
something more ambitious than a 
handful of new ministers.

Civilians are a red 
line, Arab Coalition 

warns Houthis

DNA

RIYADH: The Coalition 
to Support Legitimacy in 
Yemen confirmed on Thurs-
day that they have begun a 
military operation against 
Houthi militias in Yemen.
In a clear warning to Houth-
is, Coalition spokesman Col. 
Turki Al-Maliki told a press 
conference in Riyadh that 
"targeting civilian facilities 
is a red line. We won’t allow 
this to happen.”
The Coalition defenses 
have been able to intercept 
drones and missiles fired 
by the terrorist militias, 

he said. The Coalition has 
destroyed 118 ballistic mis-
siles intercepted by Saudi 
defenses, he added.
According to Maliki, there 
have been 4,276 Houthi vi-
olations in the past 45 days, 
during which the Coalition 
had abided by the ceasefire.
The spokesman also ac-
cused Iran of using an or-
ganized crime network to 
smuggle 16 shipments of 
arms to the insurgents.
The operation that started 
Wednesday aims to neutral-
ize the Houthis' military ca-
pabilities after they stepped 
up cross-border missile and 
drone attacks.

In a clear warning to Houthis, 
Coalition spokesman Col. Turki 

Al-Maliki told a press conference 
in Riyadh that "targeting civilian 
facilities is a red line. We won’t 

allow this to happen

Maryam terms 
Arshad Malik’s 

dismissal a victory

ABid RAzA

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
leader Maryam Nawaz on 
Friday termed the dismiss-
al of ex-accountability court 
judge Arshad Malik by La-
hore High Court (LHC), a 
victory of truth.
Maryam Nawaz took to so-
cial media platform Twitter 
to thank Allah almighty and 
said that the decision has 
washed away a stain on 
Nawaz and on the institu-
tion of justice.
She wrote that in light 
of the LHC decision, the 
"tainted" judge s decision 

regarding PML-N supre-
mo Nawaz Sharif should be 
withdrawn. "Justice is nev-
er incomplete. It dictates 
that the judge’s decision be 
declared void in the same 
way he was dismissed."
The PML-N leader went on 
to say that, "It is very easy 
to teach respect for the con-
stitution and the law". You 
need Nawaz s bravery to 
face the law, despite know-
ing that you are innocent, 
knowing that oppression 
and injustice are happening 
and that your spouse is on 
their death bed.
Earlier today, Judge Arshad 
Malik, who ruled against 
former Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif, had been 
dismissed by Lahore High 
Court s disciplinary com-
mittee.
The former judge was dis-
missed over a controversial 
video conversation where 
he was allegedly confessing 
to have been "pressurized" 
and "blackmailed" for the 
ruling of Sharif case.

“Elaborate actions vital to deal with COVID-19”
ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi Friday telephoned Secretary General 
of Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) Dr. Hadi 
Soleimanpour wherein he reiterated Pakistan’s commit-
ment to the organization and its processes. 
During the conversation, the foreign minister assured 
the ECO secretary general of Pakistan’s full support for 
greater integration and enhanced cooperation between 
the ECO members states in line with ECO Vision 2025 
Both the sides exchanged views on the matters relating 
to ECO’s vision, response to COVID-19, ECO’s projects 
for enhanced economic cooperation and connectivity, and 
developments in the region, a Foreign Office press release 
said.
Pakistan, being one of the founding members of ECO, has 
been at the forefront of efforts to transform this multilat-
eral platform into a formidable economic bloc and effec-

tive instrument of regional economic cooperation.
He said that coordinated and comprehensive actions were 
essential to create fiscal space needed by the developing 
world to deal with the socio-economic impacts of COV-
ID-19.
The foreign minister extended Pakistan’s support for ear-
ly convening of ECO Health Ministers’ virtual conference 
to chalk out a comprehensive regional response to COV-
ID-19 threat.
Foreign Minister Qureshi shared deep concern over the 
double lockdown in IOJ&K, exacerbation of situation due 
to COVID-19, intensification of military crackdown by In-
dian occupation forces, and attempts to change the demo-
graphic structure of the occupied territory. 
The secretary general condemned the Karachi Stock Ex-
change terrorist attack and extended condolences over 
the loss of precious lives. – Nehal Miraj

Beijing 
says city’s 
outbreak 

contained
BEIJING: Beijing has con-
tained transmission of a 
new coronavirus outbreak 
and will lift travel restric-
tions on most residents at 
midnight, city authorities 
said Friday, weeks after 
a new wave of infections 
broke out in the Chinese 
capital. All people living in 
areas of the city considered 
“low risk” may leave Beijing 
without a negative virus test 
result starting Saturday, the 
municipal public security 
bureau’s spokesman said at 
a press conference.
The city’s massive track and 
trace campaign has “effec-
tively cut off virus transmis-
sion channels” with fewer 
than three cases discovered 
each day in recent days, 
spokesman Pan Xuhong 
said. “The risk factor has 
been greatly reduced,” he 
said, adding that there had 
been no sign of wider com-
munity spread of the virus, 
with most cases discovered 
through monitoring of high-
risk communities.
The announcement comes af-
ter Beijing lifted several local-
ized lockdowns imposed after 
hundreds of new cases linked 
to a sprawling wholesale mar-
ket were discovered in June, 
prompting fears of a virus re-
surgence. The capital tested 
more than 10 million people 
between June 11 and July 3, 
nearly half the city’s popu-
lation, Beijing official Zhang 
Qiang said Friday. – APP


