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Inefficient 

power sector 
can bankrupt 

Pakistan’
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Leader of 
the business community 
and former President ICCI 
Shahid Rasheed Butt on 
Thursday said fundamental 
changes are needed in the 
power sector otherwise, it 
will bankrupt the country.
State-run power companies 
have become a liability while 
the experience of privati-
zation has left much to be 
desired therefore establish-
ment of microgrid stations 
on cooperative basis should 
be considered, he said. Sha-
hid Rasheed Butt said that 
power production is beating 
demand, therefore, the un-
der construction projects 
which will generate very 
costly electricity should be 
put on hold or slowed down.
He said that on one hand 
the government is involved 
in negotiations with IPPs to 
reduce the cost of electrici-
ty, current production is well 
above demand while new 
projects are being complet-
ed rapidly, which is amazing. 
Discos are rife with corrup-
tion, inefficiency, political 
interference and misdirected 
preferences but the govern-
ment is neglecting reforms 
and they are allowed to have 
monopoly in the power mar-
ket which is against the rights 
of consumers, he added.

Xinjiang 
speeds up 
5G rollout, 

smart hospital 
project

DNA
XINJIANG: China Mobile, 
the country’s largest telecom 
operator, and the First Af-
filiated Hospital of Xinjiang 
Medical University, conduct-
ed a joint 5G smart hospital 
trial on Wednesday to speed 
up smart hospital construc-
tion, as Urumqi, capital of 
Northwest China’s Xinjiang 
Uygur Autonomous Region, 
is to be fully covered with 5G 
networks at the year end.
5G coverage will provide 
a foundation for new infra-
structure construction and 
5G technologies have been 
applied in smart hospitals, 
telemedicine, VR, mining 
with unmanned aerial vehi-
cles and other fields, accord-
ing to Xinjiang Communica-
tions Administration in June.
To boost 5G construction, 
Xinjiang plans to invest over 
2 billion yuan ($282 million) 
to erect 4,900 5G base sta-
tions this year. As of June 30, 
Urumqi had built 2,379 5G 
base stations. Meanwhile, the 
number of 5G users in Urum-
qi has reached 234,300. 
Industry and tourism will 
take the lead in the con-
struction and application of 
the 5G networks, said the 
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous 
Region government in April. 
5G application scenarios 
will be expanded through-
out Xinjiang to cultivate the 
digital economy.

Germany 
readies 
tougher 

lockdowns 
BERLIN: Germany plans to 
allow for tougher lockdown 
measures to contain local 
outbreaks and ward off the 
threat of a second coronavi-
rus wave, according to a draft 
agreement between the feder-
al and regional governments. 
The new rules would include 
a ban on travel “in and out of 
the affected areas” to limit the 
spread of the virus, the docu-
ment seen by AFP said.
The plan is set to be finalised 
later on Thursday and comes 
as countries across the world 
are reimposing curbs on pub-
lic life in response to a surge 
in new infections. Germany, 
which has been less affected 
by the pandemic than many 
of its neighbours, aims to 
respond to new clusters 
with hyper-local lockdowns 
and rapid contact tracing 
and testing, rather than 
blanket lockdowns of whole 
towns or districts.
The need for clear rules 
was highlighted last month 
when a COVID-19 outbreak 
at a slaughterhouse in the 
western state of North 
Rhine-Westphalia led to Ger-
many’s first renewed lock-
downs, covering two neigh-
bouring districts. Chancellor 
Angela Merkel on Tuesday 
voiced support for travel 
bans in and out of coronavi-
rus hotspots imposed by lo-
cal authorities. – APP

MADRID: Members of Parliament and civil society gather to pay homage to those who lost lives fighting COVID 19. – DNA

United States mulls more 
sanctions over Hong Kong
“In no way has he taken anything off the table with respect to further sanctions 
of party officials for actions in Hong Kong or on other issues. Any suggestion 

otherwise by anonymous sources is flat out wrong,” John Ullyot said
News Desk

WASHINGTON: US Presi-
dent Donald Trump has not 
ruled out further sanctions 
against top Chinese offi-
cials, including Hong Kong 
Chief Executive Carrie 

Lam, in response to their 
handling of the political 
unrest in the semi-auton-
omous territory, a White 
House National Security 
Council spokesman said.
“In no way has he taken 
anything off the table with 
respect to further sanctions 

of party officials for actions 
in Hong Kong or on other is-
sues. Any suggestion other-
wise by anonymous sources 
is flat out wrong,” National 
Security Council spokes-
man John Ullyot said.
The Hong Kong Autonomy 
Act, which Trump signed 

on Tuesday, allows him to 
impose sanctions and visa 
restrictions on Chinese of-
ficials and financial institu-
tions involved in the imposi-
tion of China’s new national 
security law in Hong Kong. 
He announced the end of 
preferential treatment of 

Hong Kong. Bloomberg re-
ported Trump had ruled out 
additional sanctions on top 
Chinese officials to avoid es-
calating tensions, but a per-
son familiar with the matter 
told Reuters news agency 
that White House discus-
sions on potential targets 

for sanctions were contin-
uing and no final decisions 
have been made.
Among names being sug-
gested as a possible target 
for sanctions is Lam, who 
backed the implementa-
tion of the security law, the 
source said.

Spain mourns 
its corona 

victims
MADRID: Spain has lost more 
than 28,400 people to the pan-
demic so far. King Felipe on 
Thursday gathered with EU 
heads, Spanish politicians and 
the families of victims to hon-
our all those who have died, as 
well as those who continue to 
work against the virus. About 
400 participants came to the 
Royal Palace in Madrid and 
sat in socially distanced chairs 
in concentric circles around 
a flame. People wore black 
face masks and placed flowers 
around the fire. Hernando Ma-
ria Calleja, brother of the jour-
nalist Jose Maria Calleja who 
died of Covid-19, told the audi-
ence that the virus was a “cru-
el, destructive, cold killer”.

Bakhtishod Khamidov & 
Malika Jumaniyozova

G IVEN the high likelihood 
of the second wave of COV-
ID-19 outbreak, countries 

still face a choice between the peo-
ple and the economy. Today the 
task of reducing the spread rate of 
infections directly contradicts the 
task of limiting the depth of the 
economic recession accompanied. 
In other words, a slowdown in the 
process of reaching the peak of 
infection can occur only when the 
economy will not operate at full 
capacity. In this case, the removal 
of workers from their jobs, social 
distancing of consumers reduces 
economic activity, which affects 
economic growth negatively, and 
through the channel of economic 
expectations – to the levels of in-
vestment and consumption.
Estimations show that without 
government intervention (contain-
ment policy), with an initial mor-
tality rate of 2 % and reproduction 
rate of 50% in an overloaded health 
systems 1% of the world’s popula-
tion can die (76 million people). 
However, if the quarantine and 
self-isolation policies are activated 
for a short period of time (a month 

or two) and 50% or more people 
may not be able to work, GDP may 
decrease by 6.5-10%. of economic 
downturn, through their anchors 
of economic intervention.
Impact of pandemic on the macro-
economic balances of Uzbekistan. 
The following were observed based 
on preliminary results of the first 
quarter of 2020, compared with 
the previous year: -a decline in the 
imports of consumer goods and 
medicines (according to the Chi-
nese statistics, in the first quarter 
of 2020, China’s exports to Uzbeki-
stan decreased by 14.3%);
-a decrease in migrant remittances 
(according to World Bank forecasts 
remittances will decrease by 20%, 
the number of citizens who could 
not go to work abroad amounted to 
143 thousand people);
-slowdown in the import of tech-
nologies, semi-finished products 
and raw materials (due to the 
temporary delays in international 
transportation); -a decrease in the 
export of goods and services ( as 
a result of a decrease in external 
demand and prices for basic com-
modities, according to Chinese 
analysis Uzbekistan’s exports to 
China in the first quarter of 2020, 
decreased by 31.2%);
-decrease of budget revenues (as 

a result of reduced economic ac-
tivity); -increase in unemployment 
(according to opinion polls 21% of 
people temporarily lost their jobs);
-decrease in demand for durable 
goods and services (as shown by a 
survey by the Center for economic 
research and reforms, 68 % of the 
population believes that now it is 
not the time to buy durable goods, 
against 13 %);
-decrease in saving and investment;
-an increase in the share of non-per-
forming debts and bank liquidity;
-increase in social responsibility 
of the government and pressure 
on the budget, government debt 
(the government intends to attract 
loans of international financial in-

stitutions which amounts to $3.1 
billion); Given the interrelations 
and interdependence among sec-
tors and agents of the economy, 
without an economic intervention 
policy, an economic recession can 
turn into a financial crisis (due to 
the problems in liquidity in the 
banking system), a debt crisis (due 
to an increase in additional debts) 
or a foreign currency crisis (due to 
the decrease in foreign trade).
How does Covid-19 affect main 
macroeconomic balances?
Government policy objectives and 
tools The primary task of the gov-
ernment is to minimize the level of 
economic downturn and neutralize 
its negative consequences.

An analysis of world experience 
shows that macroeconomic tasks 
of many countries are aimed at 
stimulating, first of all, domestic 
demand, in particular:
- providing households with cash 
and partial compensation for mort-
gage/rent payments;
- providing temporarily dismissed 
or remotely working workers with 
salary for the period of quarantine;
- ensuring that firms have sufficient 
cash to pay employees, suppliers, 
to fulfill obligations to creditors 
and tenants, especially small and 
young enterprises, in order to 
avoid bankruptcies. 
- support banks to avoid the trans-
formation of the health crisis into a 
financial crisis.
Wherein, alternative stimulation 
tools can be:
1.     Increased government spend-
ing on the public health sector (fis-
cal policy).
2.     Tax exemption, tax reduction, 
tax holidays and other types of ben-
efits (tax policy).
3.     Announcement of tax credits 
and providing the population with 
temporary universal income and 
companies with cash grants (social 
policy).
4.     Reducing interest rates, 
launching quantitative easing poli-

cy and lending schemes (monetary 
policy)
5.     Support new sectors of the 
economy that are not affected by 
the virus spread (industrial policy).
Most countries take measures in 
accordance with the point 3.
Recovery policy priorities 
In particular, under the Presiden-
tial Decrees, measures were tak-
en to support the business, which 
provided funds in the amount of 
3.7 trillion sums. Within the frame-
work of the nationwide “Charity 
and Support” (Saxovat va Ko’mak) 
movement, which is designed to 
efficiently dispose sponsorship and 
charitable funds of enterprises, 
101 thousand enterprises provided 
social assistance to a total of more 
than 361 thousand families. 
VI. Non-economic important tasks 
of the state that are crucial for 
economic recovery include restor-
ing public order and market infra-
structure, ensuring the availability 
of capital, labor, natural resources, 
uninterrupted provision of public 
services and spiritual/ethical val-
ues of the society.
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for Economic Research 
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Uzbekistan: Post-COVID Economic Recovery Strategy

India cases near 
1m after new 
daily record

Web Desk

NEW DLEHI: India’s coro-
navirus cases have surged 
another 32,695, taking 
the nation closer to one 
million and forcing a new 
lockdown in the popular 
western beach state of 
Goa two weeks after it was 
reopened to tourists.
Brazil’s President Jair 
Bolsonaro is again touting 
the supposed benefits of 
malaria drug hydroxychlo-
roquine as a treatment for 
COVID-19, as he tests posi-
tive for the virus again.
More than 13.5 million 
people around the world 
have been diagnosed with 
COVID-19, while more 
than 7.5 million have re-
covered and more than 

582,000 have died, ac-
cording to data from Johns 
Hopkins University. 
Uzbekistan’s president 
has criticised his health 
minister and the mayor of 
Tashkent over their han-
dling of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, warning that the 
situation in the capital was 
“deplorable” and causing 
popular discontent.
President Shavkat Mirzi-
yoyev’s comments were the 
first official acknowledge-
ment that Central Asia’s 
most populous nation is 
having problems coping 
with the new coronavirus. 
The former Soviet republic 
of 34 million imposed a sec-
ond nationwide lockdown 
this month and has con-
firmed 14,581 COVID-19 
cases, with 71 deaths.
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New French PM vows to 
battle 'radical Islamism'

DNA

PARIS: France's newly-ap-
pointed Prime Minister, 
Jean Castex, has vowed to be 
"intransigent" in defending 
France's official secularism, 
promising to fight "radical 
Islamism in all its forms" as 
"an absolute priority".
Unveiling new government 
policy in Paris on Wednes-
day, Castex told the Na-
tional Assembly that the 
French republic was being 
"shaken to its foundations" 
by "the coalition of its ene-
mies - terrorists, conspiracy 
theorists, separatists and 
communitarians".
Castex, a centre-right pro-

vincial mayor who graduated 
from the elite National School 
of Administration, said a new 
law to combat "separatism" 
would be introduced after the 
summer break.
It would aim to "avoid cer-
tain groups becoming closed 

in around ethnic or religious 
identities," he said.
French President Emma-
nuel Macron also recently 
warned against anti-racist 
movements being taken 
over by "separatists", after 
demonstrations against al-

leged police violence and 
racism in Paris - although 
the president did not say 
what he meant by the term. 
Some members of 
France's Muslim minority 
feel that the country's of-
ficial secularism is mainly 
brandished against them, 
although Macron himself 
has condemned divisive 
approaches to it. Castex 
also set out a hard line 
on violence at demonstra-
tions and petty crime, say-
ing police would be given 
the resources they need-
ed. Local judges would 
be appointed to ensure 
"day-to-day anti-social be-
haviour" was punished 
swiftly, he said.

DNA

WASHINGTON: US Pres-
ident Donald Trump has 
axed his longtime campaign 
manager amid sinking poll 
numbers that showed him 
trailing further behind 
Democratic candidate Joe 
Biden with less than four 
months to go before the 
November 3 election.
In a Facebook post on 
Wednesday, Trump said 
campaign manager Brad 
Parscale would be replaced 
by Bill Stepien, who has 
been the deputy campaign 
manager. Parscale will shift 
to a role focused on digital 
and data strategy, the pres-
ident said.
A leadership shake-up had 
long been rumoured. Par-
scale was blamed internally 
for a botched Tulsa, Okla-
homa, rally last month that 
drew a much smaller crowd 

than he predicted. A sub-
sequent coronavirus out-
break forced Parscale and 
other campaign officials 
who attended to self-quar-
antine for two weeks.
Stepien, a longtime Repub-
lican strategist, was polit-
ical director at the White 
House before moving to the 
campaign. In his statement, 
Trump credited both Par-
scale and Stepien for their 
involvement in his 2016 vic-
tory in the US presidential 
election and predicted that 
he would glide to a second 
term in office.

Trump replaces 
campaign manager

Web Desk

SAN FRANCISCO: Twitter 
(TWTR) accounts belong-
ing to Joe Biden, Bill Gates, 
Elon Musk and Apple, 
among other prominent 
handles, were compromised 
on Wednesday in what Twit-
ter said it believes to be an 
attack on some of its em-
ployees with access to the 
company’s internal tools.
“We detected what we believe 
to be a coordinated social en-
gineering attack by people 

who successfully targeted 
some of our employees with 
access to internal systems 
and tools,” Twitter’s support 
team said late Wednesday. 
The attackers posted tweets 
that appeared to promote a 
cryptocurrency scam. The 
accounts, along with those 
of former President Barack 
Obama, Kanye West, Kim 
Kardashian West, Warren 
Buffett, Jeff Bezos and Mike 
Bloomberg, posted similar 
tweets soliciting donations 
via Bitcoin to their verified 
profiles on Wednesday.

Major Twitter 
accounts hacked

RIO DE JANEIRO: Brazilian 
President Jair Bolosnaro an-
nounced Thursday that he 
still had the coronavirus after 
undergoing another test, say-
ing that he is ‘fine’ and has 
been taking the anti-malarial 
drug hydroxychloroquine.
“I’m fine, thank God. Yes-
terday morning, I took the 
test, and in the evening the 
result was that I am still pos-
itive for the coronavirus,” 
the far-right leader said in 
a Facebook Live broadcast 
from the gardens of his of-
ficial residence in Brasilia.

Bolsonaro said he is not ex-
periencing symptoms and 
that his use of the anti-malar-
ial drug hydroxychloroquine, 
which he said he has been 
taking since he was diag-
nosed last week, is working.
“I am not recommending 
anything. I recommend that 
you talk to your doctor. In my 
case, a military doctor recom-
mended hydroxychloroquine, 
and it worked,” he said. The 
presidential press office said 
in a brief statement that 
Bolsonaro, who at 65 is in a 
high-risk group, will remain 

in quarantine at the official 
Alvorada Palace residence, 
where he will continue to 
work by video conference.
The far-right president, who 
has caused huge controver-
sy in Brazil for repeatedly 
flouting lockdown measures 
in place to curb the spread 
of the virus, first tested pos-
itive a week ago. He admit-
ted on Monday by telephone 
interview with CNN that he 
“can’t stand this routine of 
staying at home” and said 
he was waiting “anxiously” 
to be given the all-clear to 

leave the house.
He told the television channel 
he hasn’t had any symptoms 
such as a fever or respiratory 
difficulties since July 6. And 
he added that he continues 
to take the anti-malarial med-
ication hydroxychloroquine. 
The drug has been pushed 
as a treatment for COVID-19 
in many countries — but its 
effectiveness has not been 
formally proven and the issue 
is deeply dividing the global 
scientific community.
He is due to take a new test 
“in the coming days.” – DNA

Brazilian president announces he still has COVID-19

UK payrolls 
shrink by 

649,000 jobs 
Web Desk

LONDON: The number of 
workers on UK payrolls has 
fallen by 649,000 between 
March and June, official fig-
ures indicate. The number 
of people claiming work-re-
lated benefits - including the 
unemployed - was 2.6 mil-
lion. However, the total was 
not as big as many feared, 
because large numbers of 
firms have put employees 
on the government-backed 
furlough scheme.
Economists say the full ef-
fect on employment will not 
be felt until the scheme ends 
in October. The Office for 
National Statistics (ONS) 
said that since the start of 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
total weekly hours worked 
in the UK had fallen by a re-
cord 175.3 million, or 16.7%, 
to 877.1 million hours.
"This was the largest annu-
al decrease since estimates 
began in 1971, with total 
hours dropping to its low-
est level since May to July 
1997," the ONS added.
"Vacancies in the UK in 
April to June 2020 are at 
the lowest level since the 
survey began in April to 
June 2001, at an estimated 
333,000; this is 23% lower 
than the previous record 
low in April to June 2009."
The BCC called for a cut in 
employers' National Insur-
ance contributions to pro-
tect businesses and jobs.



Pakistan-US to prevent 
child abduction cases

WASHINGTON: Pakistan and the US will now be able 
to resolve cases of parental child abduction between 
the two countries as Washington has accepted Islam-
abad’s accession to an international treaty on child 
abduction. The US State Department announced that 
on July 1, 2020, the United States accepted Pakistan’s 
accession to the 1980 Hague Convention on the Civil 
Aspects of International Child Abduction, an interna-
tional treaty providing a framework for the return of a 
child abducted by a parent living in another country, a 
press release said Thursday.
The convention will enter into force between both 
countries on October 1, 2020, and will put in place an 
internationally recognized legal framework to resolve 
cases of parental child abduction between the two 
countries. “As partners, we will enhance our shared 
commitment to protecting children and open a new 
chapter in the vibrant U.S.-Pakistan relationship,” read 
a statement issued by the department.
“Preventing and resolving cases of international paren-
tal child abduction is one of the Department’s highest 
priorities.” “The Convention is a vital tool to deter 
international abduction and secure the return of ab-
ducted children. It provides a mechanism under civil 
law in either country for parents seeking the return of 
children who have been wrongfully removed from or 
retained outside of their country of habitual residence 
in violation of custodial rights.  Parents seeking access 
to children in treaty partner countries may also invoke 
the Convention,” the US State Department said
The Convention addresses where child custody issues 
should be decided, it said. “We look forward to wel-
coming Pakistan as a new partner in this global effort 
to address international parental child abduction,” it 
added. – DNA

Briefs
Russia to 

hold phase 3 
vaccine trial 

MOSCOW: The second 
phase of a COVID-19 vac-
cine trials in Russia is ex-
pected to be finished by 
Aug. 3, head of the Rus-
sian Fund of Direct Invest-
ments Kirill Dmitriev said 
on Thursday. Right after 
the third phase starts, it 
will take place “not only in 
Russia but also in the Mid-
dle East and some other 
countries,” Dmitriev said.
Russia has been develop-
ing 26 vaccines, and one of 
them, produced by the Ga-
maleya National Research 
Centre for Epidemiology 
and Microbiology, has suc-
cessfully undergone the 
first phase of trials.
Another vaccine from com-
peting research establish-
ment, the State Scientific 
Centre “Vector”, is being 
examined by experts to ob-
tain permission for clinical 
trials. Asked about compe-
tition in producing vaccine 
against COVID-19, head of 
the Gamaleya Centre Alex-
andr Ginzburg said: “The 
globe needs unprecedented 
amounts of vaccine”, mean-
ing all the producers will 
have enough clients. 
Only people who survived 
the severe form of coronavi-
rus do not need inoculation 
against the novel virus as 
they develop strong immune 
response, he added. – APP

China to 
reopen 
cinemas 

DNA
BEIJING: Most Chinese 
cinemas will be allowed to 
reopen next week with so-
cial distancing rules follow-
ing months of coronavirus 
closures, authorities have 
said, as domestic infections 
remained at zero for 10 
straight days.
Movie theatres in “low-
risk” areas of the country 
can resume operations on 
July 20, but must screen pa-
trons for fevers and enforce 
mask-wearing, the China 
Film Administration said.
Cinemas are also required to 
sell tickets for no more than 
30 percent of the available 
seats at each screening, and 
must keep groups of mov-
iegoers at least one metre 
(about three feet) apart, the 
administration said.

Bank of 
America 

profits fall 
NEW YORK: Bank of Amer-
ica reported a big drop 
in second-quarter profits 
Thursday due to large pro-
visions set aside for poten-
tial loan defaults amid the 
downturn in the wake of 
the coronavirus.
Results for BofA, the second 
biggest US bank by assets 
after JPMorgan Chase, fol-
lowed a similar template as 
that of rivals from earlier in 
the week in which the effects 
of a likely hit from loan non-
payments from households 
and businesses were offset 
somewhat by strong perfor-
mance in financial trading.
Net income fell 54 percent 
to $3.3 billion as revenues 
dipped 3.3 percent to $22.3 
billion. Profits were hit by 
$5.1 billion in credit loss-
es, including $4.0 billion 
added to reserves for bad 
loans. Chief Executive Bri-
an Moynihan described the 
stretch just after much of 
the US economy shut down 
due to the coronavirus as 
“the most tumultuous period 
since the Great Depression,” 
according to a statement.

Iraq urged 
to keep away 
from regional 

tensions
BAGHDAD: French Foreign 
Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian 
urged Baghdad on Thursday 
to “dissociate” itself from 
boiling regional tensions, 
hinting at dissatisfaction 
with unilateral Iranian and 
American strikes on Iraqi 
territory.
Iraq has been caught for 
years in the power struggle 
between its two main allies 
Washington and Tehran, but 
has had to walk an increas-
ingly fine line since 2018, 
when the US began a “max-
imum pressure” campaign 
against Iran. – APP

SCO effective platform for national, 
regional integration: Vladimir Norov

Secy General Says several of my speeches and interviews have been published  
in leading Pakistani newspapers; thanks CGSSS for hosting webinar

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Shanghai Co-
operation Organization (SCO) 
Secretariat, Beijing, China and 
Center for Global & Strategic 
Studies (CGSS), Islamabad 
jointly organized a Webinar 
“SCO: A Gateway to Regional 
Cooperation & Integrated De-
velopment”. Vladimir Norov, 
Secretary-General SCO was the 
Chief Guest at the occasion and 
it was his first ever interaction 
in Pakistan at a Webinar. 
Brigadier Akhtar Nawaz Janjua 
(Retd), Senior Member Advi-
sory Board CGSS commenced 
the session and stated that it is 
the first time that His Excellen-
cyVladimir Norov is interacting 
with people of Pakistan and it 
is an absolute honor for CGSS 
that His Excellency has accept-
ed our invitation and chose this 
platform to express his views 
and thoughts.
Vladimir Norov, Secretary-Gen-
eral, Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization (SCO) Secretariat, 
Beijing, China thanked CGSS 
and stated that CGSS is work-
ing in close collaboration with 
the SCO member countries for 
strengthening diplomatic rela-
tions and takes an active part 
in the activities of the SCO 
Forum. 
He added that this year marks 
the 15thanniversary of the Fo-
rum’s establishment. During 
this period this mechanism 
has proved to be an important 
platform for dialogue between 
research and analytical insti-
tutions of the SCO Member 
States. We appreciate the 
close contacts of the SCO Sec-
retariat with representatives 
of Pakistani think tanks and 
mass media. Over the past two 
months, several of my speech-
es and interviews have been 
published in leading Pakistani 
newspapers. It is gratifying that 
these publications arouse the 
Pakistani public’s interest in 
the SCO.
He stated that the current pro-
file of the Organization SCO is 
one of the key mechanisms of 
security and stability in the 

Eurasian region. Moreover, to-
day the SCO has become, with-
out exaggeration, an integral 
element not only of regional 
but also of international policy 
and security.The potential of 
the SCO has increased and the 
desire of many other countries 
to become members of the Or-
ganization is an indication of its 
growing credibility in the world.
He further highlighted that 
currently, SCO member states 
account for about 20% of the 
global GDP and more than 40% 
of the world’s population, thus 
representing the most powerful 
and densely populated trans-
continental Organization. The 
leaders of SCO States have re-
peatedly stressed that no mat-
ter how the international situ-
ation changes, Member States 
will firmly follow the “Shanghai 
spirit”, stand firm in uphold-
ing the concept of equal, open 
and mutually beneficial coop-
eration, and strive to maintain 
regional peace, stability, and 
prosperity. In this regard, he 
stated that “I am very much 
impressed by the words voiced 
by Prime Minister Imran Khan 
at the Bishkek SCO Summit last 
year, that, the SCO is a com-
plete expression of our histori-
cal roots”. He emphasized that 
Pakistan actively participates in 
all SCO mechanisms and is con-
tributing to the development of 
the Organization.
He added that SCO’s commit-
ment to political and diplomatic 

settlement of conflicts is based 
on strict compliance with uni-
versally accepted norms and 
principles of international law. 
First of all, practical work is 
carried out based on the SCO 
Regional Anti-Terrorism Struc-
ture, which demonstrates sig-
nificant results in countering 
terrorism, separatism, and ex-
tremism. Last year alone, the 
competent authorities of the 
SCO Member States have un-

covered 288 crimes of terror-
ism. Pakistan having relevant 
counter-narcotic experience is 
now offering joint training ses-
sions to SCO law enforcement 
agencies at the Academy of 
Anti-Narcotics Forces in Islam-
abad.
It is important to note that 
the SCO serves as an effective 
platform for the interconnect-
edness of national and regional 
integration initiatives, including 
the Eurasian Economic Union, 
“One Belt, One Road” initiative, 
and the economic development 
strategies of member states. 
Thus, the SCO can play an im-
portant role in the realization of 
the idea of forming the Greater 
Eurasian Partnership, a broad 
integration structure based on 
a network of regional associa-
tions and transcontinental pro-
jects.
He further mentioned that we 
attach importance to deepen-
ing ties in the sphere of tour-
ism. Through the efforts of the 
Secretariat the project “Eight 
Wonders of SCO”, aimed at un-
locking the cultural and tourist 
potential of the SCO countries 

is being implemented. Among 
them is the Mughal Legacy in 
the city of Lahore and we are 
confident that a presentation 
will also be held in Pakistan. 
Summing up his speech, he 
stressed that SCO’s internation-
al standing has grown consid-
erably in recent years, and the 
Organization has secured its 
status as the leading multilater-
al structure in the region in the 
fight against terrorism, extrem-
ism, and drug trafficking.
In his remarks, Additional For-
eign Secretary and National 
Coordinator for SCO Mr. Za-
hoor Ahmed highlighted the 
importance attached to SCO 
by Pakistan. He said that SCO’s 
objectives of regional coopera-
tion and development were in 
complete harmony with Gov-
ernment of Pakistan’s foreign 
policy objectives. Pakistan 
considered SCO as a vital plat-
form to forge closer ties with 
regional partners and enhance 
mutual understanding. of SCO 
provides various mechanisms 
and processes crucial for pro-
moting multi-faceted linkages, 
connectivity and cooperation 

among the SCO member states. 
He also mentioned SCO’s sig-
nificance as an important plat-
form for realizing benefits of 
the emerging confluence of 
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) 
and Eurasian Economic Union. 
Highlighting Pakistan’s role in 
SCO, Mr. Zahoor Ahmad spe-
cifically mentioned the signif-
icance of CPEC in the context 
of enhancing connectivity in 
the region and beyond. He also 
said that in order to share Pa-
kistan’s rich experience in pov-
erty alleviation initiatives, Paki-
stan had recently proposed the 
establishment of an SCO Joint 
Working Group and a Center of 
Excellence to discuss poverty 
alleviation in the SCO region. 
He lauded the efforts of SCO 
member states and the Secre-
tariat in coordinating response 
to COVID-19 Pandemic. Mr. 
Zahoor Ahmad reiterated Paki-
stan’s active participation in all 
SCO mechanisms.
Major General Hafiz Masroor 
Ahmed (Retd), Vice President, 
Center for Global & Strategic 
Studies (CGSS), Islamabadpre-
sented a detailed overview of 
the contributions by CGSS in 
regard to SCO. He stated that 
CGSS represents Pakistan at 
the SCO Think Tank platform. 
CGSS has organized various 
Seminars, Conferences related 
to SCO and is promoting SCO 
through its research and analy-
sis. He stated that as the mem-
ber of SCO, Pakistan is willing 
to, together with all parties, 
promote the building of com-
munity of shared future, a com-
mon home of security, stability, 
development and prosperity. 
Pakistan believes on consolidat-
ing solidarity and mutual trust, 
strengthening security cooper-
ation, development strategies, 
deepening people-to-people and 
cultural exchanges and other 
aspects with the SCO member 
and observer states.
The session was attended by 
200 participants and was also 
covered live on various social 
media platforms. The Webinar 
was moderated by Lt Col Khalid 
Taimur Akram (Retd), Execu-
tive Director, CGSS. 
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Pak becomes permanent member 
of SCO Youth Council

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has become a permanent member of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Youth Council, Special 
Assistant on Youth Affairs Usman Dar revealed on Thursday.
In a video message, Dar said that the result had been achieved 
due to the efforts of Prime Minister Imran Khan and his initia-
tives for the youth, such as the Youth Council, Kamyab Jawan and 
Hunarmand Pakistan programmes.
“Pakistani youth will now be able to represent their country at 
SCO Youth Council meetings and its exchange programmes,” Dar 
said, adding that the representatives will also take part in skill 
development programmes of the Council.
The Youth Council of SCO was set up after a proposal was made 
by Russian President Vladimir Putin at the SCO summit in June 
2006. The concept of the Council was represented at a meeting of 
the SCO heads of state in Beijing in May 2007. – DNA

Saindak project smeltery 
resumes production of copper

DNA

ISLAMABAD: After lock-
down for about 10 months, 
smeltery of Saindak Pro-
ject, Metallurgical Corpo-
ration of China Ltd. (MCC), 
has resumed it's work and 
produced the first batch 
of crude copper this week, 
Gwadar Pro reported on 
Thursday.
According to manager of Sain-
dak Project, “the smeltery is 

a core part of whole project. 
The first batch of crude cop-
per produced means that 
Saindak Project resumes 
complete flow scheme of 
beneficiation, mining, and 
smelting while preventing 
and controlling epidemic.” 
Impacted by winter vacation 
and COVID-19, Pakistani staff 
couldn’t get full salary due to 
the smeltery locked since No-
vember 2019.
“The livelihood of Pakistani 
personnel is facing crisis, 

and such a situation will 
threaten the regional secu-
rity, prosperity and stabili-
ty,” the manager said.
As per the details, on June 
6th, 68 Chinese staff ar-
rived Saindak Balochistan 
and started a 14-days isolat-
ed for observation. Mean-
while, Pakistani personnel 
were gathered in another 
isolated site nearby Saindak 
project to prepare for re-
suming smelting.
During observational peri-

od, both Pakistani and Chi-
nese staff strictly complied 
with each term of stipula-
tion and measure so that 
their health could be pro-
tected from COVID-19.
On June 22th, the personnel 
finished isolation and taken 
nucleic acid testing on June 
28th. Though the staff were 
released from isolation, the 
smeltery couldn’t resume 
immediately because there 
were several issues left to 
cope with. Due to the long-
term lockdown, apparatus 
and machines in Saindak 
smeltery needs a complete 
overhaul. Hence, technical 
staff discussed and drew 
up a plan for resuming pro-
duction in detail, including 
controlling pandemic, over-
hauling devices, personnel 
training, and igniting furnace.
On July 9th, the smeltery 
of MCC Saindak Project 
was reignited after it had 
been shut down for nearly 
10 months. At 11:39 PM 
on July 13, the smeltery 
produced its first batch of 
crude copper this year, the 
report added.

Ibrar Khan

ISLAMABAD: Addressing 
the media after attending 
the Aviation Committee, 
Parliamentary Leader of 
the PPP in the Senate, Sen-
ator Sherry Rehman said, 
“After 2 hours of solid ques-
tioning, the civil aviation 
authority (CAA) and minis-
ter Aviation statements are 
not matching. It is alarming 
that no one is taking respon-
sibility for anything while 
PIA remains grounded. No 
one could tell how many 
licences were issued and 
from where. The Aviation 
Minister was adamant that 
he did the right thing. While 
we have been telling them 
that this issue needs to be 
resolved tactfully. Why was 
this done publicly?”
Commenting on the fake 

degree scandal, the Sena-
tor stated that, “There is 
no certainty if the licenses 
are fake or genuine as they 
have been making contra-
dictory statements since 
day one. Today, we do not 
even know who is actually 
investigating this issue. It 
is shocking that no one is 
ready to take responsibility. 
For the last 15 months, we 
were requesting the federal 
government to scrutinize all 
of this but the federal gov-
ernment conveniently disre-
garded our concerns.

“The government is giving 
the wrong impression that 
the Minister has satisfied the 
committee. When in fact the 
entire Civil Aviation division 
and the Aviation Minister 
were not able to satisfy an-
yone nor could they match 
their statements,” she added.
She said, “After this meeting 
I don’t see any hope from 
them. I don’t think they can 
stabilize PIA. Who is respon-
sible for our pilots and PIA’s 
downgrading? Do they have 
any action plan? We have not 
been given any clarification. 
Even we knew there is an 
issue which needs to be re-
solved but what did they do 
instead? Nothing.”
“Instead of investigating the 
issue first, the Minister first 
gave a statement and then 
said that we will investigate.  
This has led to sheer embar-
rassment for the country.

Sherry Rehman demands 
resignation of CAA officials

NDMA 
dispatches 

PPEs to 
Balochistan

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Nation-
al Disaster Management 
Authority (NDMA) has dis-
patched 11th consignment 
of the PPEs for the doctors 
and the paramedical staff, 
who are fighting coronavi-
rus pandemic.
As per details, 64,000 
surgical and N95 masks 
have been dispatched to 
Balochistan, while 29,395 
protective suits and 37,000 
gowns have also been sent.
Moreover, 44,000 hand 
gloves and 6,398 caps along 
with 458 shoe-covers and 
760 plastic shoes were also 
dispatched by the NDMA in 
a move to enhance capacity 
of the frontline workers in 
a fight against coronavirus. 
Earlier this week, Chairman 
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA) 
Lieutenant General Muham-
mad Afzal had said that the 
facilities are being increased 
at the hospitals to deal with 
coronavirus pandemic.


