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Mafias galore? Monsoon mayhem 
in KarachiJ UST as we have seen before, the federal government for all its words 

against hoarding and its promises to defeat the various mafias involved in 
this practice seems to be failing completely in this respect as wheat prices 

across the county hit new highs. While in Punjab the price of a bag of wheat 
flour has remained at Rs860, the problem is that the flour is of such poor qual-
ity that people are unwilling to purchase it. Instead they have been forced to 
resort to buying flour which is priced at well over Rs1000 per bag. In the rest 
of the country too wheat prices have risen, in some cases to nearly Rs2000 per 
bag. The Sindh government has promised it would do all it can to keep down 
prices but has failed in this respect.
The real question is that of the policies and tactics adopted by the federal govern-
ment on a matter which literally affects the daily life of almost everyone in the 
country. The problem has been ongoing since March this year when a notification 
on wheat prices issued by the PM’s office was not implemented for weeks as the 
rate of taxation on this vital commodity was decided. There were other delays in 
implementing what the prime minister ordered further down the line. We saw this 
in June this year. The federal government had stated there was an adequate or even 
surplus supply of wheat in the country. We wonder then what happened to these 
talks. Why were orders able to decrease in keeping it away from people and creating 
a false shortfall which obviously led to an uncontrollable surge in prices.
Also, there is the issue of why despite the many proclamations made by the gov-
ernment including the prime minister, it has not been possible to crack down or 
penalize these mafias. The prime minister has now asked the Tiger Force, which 
has so far remained almost completely ineffective, to try and establish who is 
involved in hoarding, and report these persons to higher authorities. It is difficult 
to understand why, if the shortfall of wheat is real, this basic commodity was not 
imported as it happened in the past. The rise in the prices of wheat flour has 
naturally left people who are already faced with joblessness and lower wages in 
an extremely precarious position. Prime Minister Imran Khan had sworn that he 
would do all that he could to protect these persons. In fact, his government has 
done just the opposite. The steep increase in prices after large stocks of wheat, 
which should have been enough to meet the needs of people, were bought from 
farmers raises a whole number of questions. It should not be difficult to identify 
the mafias deliberately working to keep the prices high and making huge profits 
by hoarding back supplies.
Clearly, we are seeing a complete failure in the government’s ability to man-
age the crisis. Before this, people have already experienced a crisis con-
cerning the rise in sugar prices and overall inflation which has affected the 
economy of the country and most citizens. The reasons for the government’s 
inadequate response to the problems needs to be examined and explained. 
We understand that discussions have been held at the cabinet level. But it 
appears no solutions have been found. The situation is a dire one and has 
to be tackled soon if people are to be enabled to buy wheat flour which is a 
staple food item for the majority of the country.

M Omar Iftikhar 
 

E ACH year the monsoon season brings the same prob-
lems for the people of Karachi. While those at home 
enjoy the blessings of the rain, the people on the streets 

have to face the brunt of lack of planning and the absence of 
proactive thinking. Karachi that runs the business lifeline of 
Pakistan resembles a dystopian-era city when rainwater inun-
dates its lanes and streets. Water becomes stagnant on roads 
causing bottlenecks. The traffic jams become a dreadful experi-
ence for those who are a part of it. At some points across Kara-
chi, water enters homes while people on the road have to wade 
through water. 
Cars and motorcycles partially submerge in the water while the 
pedestrians have no idea if there is an open manhole or a pothole 
in their way. This happens because the city never had an opera-
tional water drainage system. 
Even if this system was ever in place in some areas, no efforts 
were made to keep this drainage system clean from garbage and 
dirt. The rain is not a problem as it does not cause traffic jams. 
These congestions are caused when roads are partially submerged 
in water.  The city government can still devise a practical solution 
to drain rainwater from the roads and streets to a reservoir. This 
water can later be used for various purposes. However, the key-
words here to focus on are “commitment” and “vision”. 
The leaders need to utilize their available resources to provide the 
citizens of Karachi with a solution. Even if the rain falls for half an 
hour, water covers major parts of Karachi. Even the areas such as 
DHA and PECHS, considered to be the residence of high-status 
citizens show a picture of distress. 
The need of the hour is to provide Karachi with a workable solu-
tion of the rainwater drainage system. Even in this age of technol-
ogy, suction pumps are used to drain water from the roads. A sus-
tainable, practical system must be put into place to keep Karachi 
operational and comfortable even when it rains.     

A CCORDING to the latest reports, In-
dian troops martyred three Kashmiri 
youths in Nagnad Chimmer area of the 

Kulgram district of the Indian Occupied Kash-
mir on 17th July, 2020. These three innocent 
ones were targeted during a cordon and search 
operation. Experts say that this fresh act of 
state terrorism would give birth to new wave 
of agitation in the valley. 
In the name of cordon and search operations, 
such brutal activities of the Indian forces are 
simply a routine matter particularly after 
abolishment of Article 370 of the Constitu-
tion which granted special status to Indian 
occupied Kashmir. Certainly this situation is 
adding more unrest to the region and surely 
this unrest would affect the world peace di-
rectly or indirectly.
A debate on ‘Human rights in Kashmir’ was 
nominated by the Backbench Business Com-
mittee of the UK Parliament after a rep-
resentation from Debbie Abrahams MP and 
Yasmin Qureshi MP in the last week of April 
2020.During the debate, an assessment report 
was also presented; its topic was the situation 
in Indian-administered Kashmir, five months 
after the Indian government’s August 2019 
revocation of the region’s autonomy. This re-
port was prepared by the US-based Human 
Rights Watch.  The report said, “Since the re-
strictions in August 2019, the government has 
taken slow, reluctant steps to ease some of 
them, but is still falling far short in upholding 
Kashmiri rights. Many of the thousands arbi-
trarily arrested – lawyers, shop owners, trad-
ers, students, rights activists – have now been 

released, but reportedly only after promising 
not to criticize the government. Some senior 
Kashmiri political leaders, including former 
chief ministers, remain in custody. 
The Police admitted at least 144 children 
had been detained. The government had also 
blocked phone lines and access to the internet. 
The government was so fearful of criticism 
and dissent that it curtailed Kashmiris’ ability 
to share news of births or deaths, call their 
doctors, order supplies, research term papers, 
file taxes, and trade apples and walnuts.”  
In the year 2019, after the cancellation of the 
Article 370 and 35A, the Aljazeera also pub-
lished a very comprehensive report on cruel-
ties of the Indian Forces in Jammu & Kashmir. 
This report had a lot of resemblance with the 
report recently prepared by the Human Rights 
Watch.  The report said that more than 50 res-
idents in a dozen villages in Kashmir were in-
terviewed by their correspondent and they all 
made the same complaint; the Indian military 
had raided their homes since India’s govern-
ment imposed a security crackdown in the re-
gion on 5th August. The soldiers inflicted beat-
ings and electric shocks, forced them to eat 
dirt or drink filthy water, poisoned their food 
supplies or killed livestock, and threatened to 
take away and marry their female relatives. 
Thousands of young men had been arrested. 
‘Hats off’ to the callous stubbornness of Mr. 
Modi that he kept on singing the same song 
shamelessly; ‘the cancellation of Article 370 
and 35A would bring a new flood of peace and 
prosperity in the Indian Held Jammu & Kash-
mir’. Where is that flood of peace and prosper-

ity; no one knows. No doubt the atrocities of 
the Indian Army in the Indian Occupied Kash-
mir are the worst example of human rights 
violations. Kashmir has become a territory 
of fear and suppression where the innocent 
Kashmiris cannot even breathe freely. 
The situation in Indian Occupied Kashmir is 
getting worse day by day and even the pandemic 
could not put a full-stop to the human rights vi-
olations there. From illegal detention of young 
Kashmiri leaders to the rape of Kashmiri wom-
en, the tale of brutality seems never ending. Ac-
cording to the Kashmir Media Service, only in 
the month of June more than 50 innocent peo-
ple were cruelly murdered by the Indian forces 
deputed in the Kashmir valley, three women 
were shamelessly gang-raped and more than 25 
houses and shops were destroyed. 
From January 1989 to June 2020, at least 
95623 Kashmiris lost their lives at the hands 
of the Indian forces and more than 11000 wom-
en have been molested during the same peri-
od as the Indian Army uses rape as a weapon 
against the local people. Without giving ref-
erence to the brutalities done by the Indian 
Armed Forces deputed in the Indian Occupied 
Kashmir no report on human rights violations 
can be authentic. 
The helpless people on one hand have to face 
indifferent selfish attitude of the court of law 
and on the other hand illegal abduction, sexu-
al harassment and use of pellet guns and shot-
guns by the military troops. Certainly, there 
must be someone who could put a full-stop to 
this tale of brutality; Kashmir is waiting for 
that savior.

T HE former Soviet Union which had subjugated the 
minorities and ethnic groups in various provinces 
and regions through its military, disintegrated in 

1991. Even its nuclear weapons could not save its collapse. 
One of the important causes of the disintegration of the 
former Russian Empire was that its greater defence ex-
penditure exceeded to the maximum, resulting into eco-
nomic crises inside the country. About a prolonged war 
in Afghanistan, former President of the Soviet Union Gor-
bachev had declared it as the “bleeding wound.” Howev-
er, militarisation of the Soviet Union failed in controlling 
the movements of liberation, launched by various ethnic 
groups and nationalities.
Learning no lesson from its previous close friend, India has 
been acting upon the similar policies in some other way, 
which led to the breakup of the Soviet Union.
When Indian fanatic Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the 

leader of the ruling party BJP, came to power, he acceler-
ated anti-Kashmir moves. Since August 5, 2019 Modi’s gov-
ernment ended special status of the Jummu and Kashmir to 
turn Muslim majority into minority in the Indian Occupied 
Kashmir (IOK). Acting upon the August 5 announcement, 
Indian central government issued a notorious map on Oc-
tober 31, 2019. In accordance with it, Jammu and Kashmir 
was bifurcated into two union territories—Jammu and Kash-
mir and Ladakh.
Besides Pakistan, China also rejected Indian map and bifur-
cation of Jammu and Kashmir into two union territories as 
“unlawful and void”, and against the UNO resolutions. De-
spite the new agreement, border dispute between New Del-
hi and Beijing, which still remains unsettled, has increased 
tension between the two countries.
However, Indian other malicious acts such as introduction 
of new domicile law against the majority of Kashmiris, issu-
ance of domicile certificates to 25000 non-Kashmiris and 
intermittent shelling inside Pakistani side of Kashmir in 
connection with the Line of Control (LoC)-which has killed 
hundreds of innocent villagers, indicate ‘Modi’s fascist In-
dia’. Thus, New Delhi completely ended any sort of dialogue 
with Islamabad to settle the Kashmir issue.
Now, almost one year has passed. But, Indian extremist 
rulers continue military clampdown in the IOK where 
Indian forces have broken all previous records of gross 
human rights abuses by martyring tens of thousands of 
the Kashmiris through brutal tactics, pallet-guns and var-
ious kinds of torture.
Despite the deployment of 900,000 troops in the Indian 
Held Kashmir and intensification of firing by the Indian forc-
es in wake of shortage of foods, medicines for the patients 
and coronavirus pandemic, innocent Kashmiris are still vi-
olating the lockdown by protesting against Indian illegal ac-
tions. In order to conceal India’s state terrorism, Kashmir 
has been cut off from rest of the world. But, some reports 
and images are appearing in the world and the social media, 
which show extrajudicial killings of the innocent people by 
the ruthless Indian military and paramilitary troopers.
In fact, since Modi became the Indian Prime Minister, 
he started implementing ideology of Hindutva ((Hindu 
Nationalism). Under his regime, persecution of religious 
minorities such as Dalits, Sikhs, Christians and particu-
larly Muslims, including even of lower cast-Hindus has 
been intensified. 
In this regard, the Indian Citizenship Amendment Act 2019 
(CAA), passed by the Indian Parliament further exposed 
the discriminatory policies of the Modi government. The 
CAA coupled with the National Register of Citizens (NRC) 
is mainly against the Muslim immigrants especially from 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan. 
Since December 15, 2019, daily mass protests, even by the 
moderate Hindus have been taking place across every state 
in India against the CAA and the NRC, which resulted into 
killing of more than 200 persons and injuring 900-mostly 
Muslims by the police and fanatic Hindus. But, Modi-led re-
gime has not withdrawn the CAA/NRC.

In the recent years, Maoist intensified their struggle by at-
tacking official installments. In this context, Indian media 
admitted that Maoists have entered the cities, expanding 
their activities against the Indian union. On 22-23 April 
2018, at least 39 Maoists were killed in an alleged encoun-
ter with Indian security forces in district Gadchiroli. Maoist 
uprising is second major freedom movement after that of 
the Occupied Kashmir. Indian former Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh had called Maoist insurrection, “the single 
biggest internal-security challenge”, whereas, Home Secre-
tary G.K Pillai had reiterated the magnitude of this threat 
by saying that the Maoists want to completely overthrow 
the Indian state by 2050. The Naxalite-Maoists, as they call 
themselves, are the liberators, representing landless farm-
ers and the downtrodden masses who have been entangled 
into vicious circle of poverty, misery and deprivation.
Nevertheless, India, dominated by politicians from the 
Hindi heartland—Hindutva have been using brutal force 
ruthlessly against Assam, Kashmir, Khalistan, Mizoram, 
Nagaland, Tamil Nadu, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Ma-
nipur and Tripura. These states which are ethnically and 
linguistically different from rest of the country are rocked 
by a large number of armed and violent rebellions, some 
seeking separate states, some fighting for autonomy and 
others demanding complete independence.
Instead of redressing the grievances of the people by elim-
inating injustices against them, Modi-led Indian regime is 
depending upon state terrorism to crush these extremist 
and secessionist movements. But, India’s unrealistic coun-
terinsurgency strategy has badly failed. It is notable that by 
ignoring the modern global trends like renunciation of war, 
peaceful settlement of disputes and economic development, 
India has accelerated alarming arms race in South Asia. In 
its report, the Stockholm International Peace Research In-
stitute (SIPRI) has revealed on February 17, 2020 that in 
2019, total global military expenditure rose to $1917 billion 
in 2019. It said that the five largest spenders in 2019 ac-
counted for 62 percent of expenditure. India is among the 
world’s largest recipient of arms.
According to the ‘Military Balance 2018’ report of IISS, “In-
dia’s defence budget broke into the world’s top five…beat-
ing the UK for the first time…India overtook the UK as the 
fifth-largest defence spender in the world in 2017 at $52.5 
billion, up from $51.1 billion in 2016.”
It is noteworthy that India test-fired its longest range sur-
face-to-surface nuclear ballistic missile Agni-5 on December 
26, 2017, which is capable of striking a target of more than 
5,000 km away. It can carry a nuclear warhead of more than 
one tone. It can target almost all of Asia, including Pakistan, 
China and Europe. While, the Agni-6 is reported to be in 
early stages of development and the most advanced version, 
with a strike-range of 8,000-10,000 km.
Meanwhile, America set aside the Indian poor record re-
garding the safety of nuclear weapons and materials. De-
spite, Indian violations of various international agreements 
and its refusal to sign Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) and Additional Protocol 

with the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), the 
US signed a pact of nuclear civil technology with New Delhi 
in 2008. During American President Barack Obama’s visit 
to India, on January 25, 2016, the US and India announced a 
breakthrough on the pact which would allow American com-
panies to supply New Delhi with civilian nuclear technology. 
On November 2, 2010, the US agreed to sell India the 
new F-35 fighter jets, including US F-16 and F-18 fighters, 
C-17 and C-130 aircraft, radar systems, Harpoon weapons 
etc. Besides acquisition of arms and weapons from other 
western countries—especially Israel, America is a potential 
military supplier to India. US also pressurized IAEA and 
the Nuclear Suppliers Group to grant a waiver to India for 
obtaining civil nuclear trade on larger scale.
While, French aircraft maker Dassault Aviation has handed 
over three Rafale multirole fighter aircraft to the Indian Air 
Force. Delivery of all 36 aircraft is expected to be complet-
ed by April 2022.
Notably, Indian ex-Army Chief, General Deepak Kapoor had 
said on December 29, 2010 that the Indian army “is now 
revising its five-year old doctrine” and is preparing for a 
“possible two-front war with China and Pakistan.”
Particularly, fast growing economic power of China coupled 
with her rising strategic relationship with Russia, the Third 
World and especially Pakistan—after signing of the agree-
ment China-Pakistan Economic Corridor has irked the 
eyes of Americans, Indians and Israelis. Owing to jealousy, 
America desires to make India a major power to counterbal-
ance China in Asia. 
Even, Indian civil society organizations, while complaining 
of Indian excessive defense spending, pointed out that the 
government spends very little amount for the betterment 
of people. Indian defense analyst Ravinder Pal Singh, while 
indicating New Delhi’s unending defense expenditures at 
the cost of poverty-alleviation, calls it guns-versus-butter 
question.
Showing realistic approach, Indian Minister of External af-
fairs Jaswant Singh who served the BJP for 30 years was 
expelled from the party for praising Mohammad Ali Jinnah 
[Founder of Pakistan] and echoing the pain of the Indian 
Muslims in his book, “Jinnah: India, Partition, Independ-
ence”.
Pointing out the BJP’s attitude towards the minorities, Sin-
gh wrote: “Every Muslim that lives in India is a loyal Indi-
an…look into the eyes of Indian Muslims and see the pain.” 
He warned in his book, if such a policy continued, “India 
could have third partition.”
Nonetheless, India is moving towards breakup like the So-
viet Union and Kashmir which has become special target of 
India’s perennial state terrorism is giving impetus to other 
movements of separation and insurgency in the country in 
wake of financial crises, acute poverty and rapidly-spread of 
coronavirus pandemic. 
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The helpless people on one 
hand have to face indifferent 
selfish attitude of the court 

of law and on the other 
hand illegal abduction, 
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of pellet guns and shotguns 

by the military troops. 
Certainly, there must be 
someone who could put 
a full-stop to this tale of 
brutality; Kashmir is 
waiting for that savior
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Libya: GNA fighters head for 
front as battle for Sirte looms
The LNA has itself sent fighters and weapons to bolster its defence of Sirte, already 
badly battered from earlier phases of warfare and chaos since the 2011 NATO-backed 

uprising which led to the overthrow of longtime ruler Muammar Gaddafi
News Desk

TRIPOLI: Libya’s interna-
tionally-recognised Govern-
ment of National Accord 
(GNA) on Saturday moved 
fighters closer to Sirte, a 
gateway to Libya’s main 
oil terminals that the GNA 
says it plans to recapture 
from the eastern-based 
self-styled Libyan National 
Army (LNA).
Witnesses and GNA mili-
tary commanders said a col-
umn of about 200 vehicles 
moved eastwards from Mis-
rata along the Mediterrane-
an coast towards the town 
of Tawergha, about a third 
of the way to Sirte.
The GNA recently recap-
tured most of the territory 

held by the LNA in north-
west Libya, ending east-
ern-based renegade military 
commander Khalifa Haftar’s 
14-month campaign to take 
the capital, Tripoli, before 
the new front line solidified 
between Misrata and Sirte.
Backed by Turkey, the GNA 
has said it will recapture 
Sirte and an LNA airbase at 
Jufra.
But Egypt, which backs the 
LNA alongside the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and 
Russia, has threatened to 
send troops into Libya if the 
GNA and Turkish forces try 
to seize Sirte.
The United States has said 
Moscow has sent warplanes 
to Jufra via Syria to act in 
support of Russian mer-
cenaries who are fighting 

alongside the LNA. Moscow 
and the LNA both deny this.
The LNA has itself sent fight-
ers and weapons to bolster 
its defence of Sirte, already 

badly battered from earlier 
phases of warfare and chaos 
since the 2011 NATO-backed 
uprising which led to the 
overthrow of longtime ruler 

Muammar Gaddafi.
Meanwhile, leaders of 
France, Italy and Germany 
said in a joint statement on 
Saturday they were “ready 
to consider” sanctions on 
foreign powers violating an 
arms embargo in Libya.
The statement did not di-
rectly name any foreign ac-
tors funnelling arms to Lib-
ya but multiple powers have 
been sending fighters and 
weapons, fuelling a bloody 
proxy war that reflects 
wider geopolitical rifts and 
divisions in the Middle East 
and within NATO.
“We ... urge all foreign ac-
tors to end their increasing 
interference and to fully 
respect the arms embargo 
established by the United 
Nations Security Council,” 

the statement said.
“We are ready to consider 
the possible use of sanc-
tions should breaches to the 
embargo at sea, on land or 
in the air continue.”
German Chancellor Ange-
la Merkel, France’s Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron 
and Italian Prime Minister 
Giuseppe Conte said they, 
therefore, “look forward to 
the proposals the EU High 
Representative/Vice Presi-
dent will make to this end.”
Voicing “grave concerns” 
over the escalating mili-
tary tensions in Libya, they 
urged “all Libyan parties 
and their foreign supporters 
for an immediate cessation 
of fighting and for a stop of 
the ongoing military build-
up throughout the country”.

‘Second-hand’ 
mall draws 
big crowds 
in Sweden

ESKILSTUNA (Sweden): 
Not content with the aver-
age neighbourhood thrift 
store, a city in Sweden has 
opened a whole shopping 
mall dedicated to giving pre-
owned items new life.
The mall, located an hour’s 
train ride west of Stockholm 
in the city of Eskilstuna, 
consists of 13 stores and 
covers 5,000 square metres 
(54,000 square feet), em-
ploying between 50 and 65 
people. It has been named 
ReTuna, a play on Eskilstu-
na, which began an effort to 
reinvent itself as an ecologi-
cal city in the 1990s. 
“We are traditionally an 
industrial town, we have 
had our difficulties and we 
thought we have to find 
some things that can build 
confidence and where we 
can take responsibility,” the 
city’s mayor Jimmy Jansson 
told AFP, adding that city 
leaders were now trying to 
develop it “into a modern 
industrial town”. ReTuna, 
inaugurated in 2015, was 
named “the world’s first 
shopping mall designated 
for repaired, recycled and 
restored items” by the Guin-
ness Book of World Records 
in 2020. – APP

Americans 
see travel 
horizons 

narrowing
WASHINGTON: After 
months of working from 
home, stir-crazy Americans 
have finally reached the 
long, hot days of summer 
only to watch their vacation 
horizons dim, with travel op-
tions shrinking as the coun-
try’s coronavirus cases soar. 
“All I’ve been doing this year 
is canceling trips,” 61-year-
old Keith Gibbons said with 
a sigh, a new reality that 
the government contractor 
called “very frustrating.”
Trips abroad are mostly 
out: The overwhelming 
majority of countries now 
bar American citizens amid 
a sharp US resurgence of 
COVID-19. The country’s 
caseload has climb to over 
3.7 million -- more than 
one-fourth the world’s total 
-- and deaths have reached 
over 140,000. 
As for cross-country trips, 
it’s not that simple: In the 
vast US, laws on mask-wear-
ing and social distancing 
vary dramatically, and some-
times confusingly, from one 
jurisdiction to another.
Some states are even impos-
ing quarantines on visitors. 
Hawaii, for example, has 
ordered those arriving on 
the Pacific archipelago to 
self-quarantine for 14 days.  
Its governor, David Ige, 
announced Thursday that 
beginning September 1, vis-
itors will also have to submit 
to a coronavirus test within 
72 hours of departing for 
the state and present proof 
of a negative result upon ar-
rival in Hawaii. 
Meanwhile, New York has 
extended its list of US 
states -- totaling 22 now 
-- whose citizens will be re-
quired to self-quarantine 
after arriving in the north-
eastern state. 
And in the city of Chica-
go visitors from 17 states 
must self-isolate for two 
weeks -- or face fines of up 
to $500 a day.
Complicating many Ameri-
cans’ travel plans, the sum-
mer destinations of Florida 
and California are among 
the hardest-hit by COV-
ID-19, even if the popular 
Disney World park in Orlan-
do, Florida has partially re-
opened and a Disney-linked 
shopping district in Califor-
nia reopened earlier this 
month. – APP

Khushdil 
ruled out of 
action for 

three weeks
LAHORE: Pakistan cricket 
squads left-handed batsman 
Khushdil Shah has been 
ruled out of action for three 
weeks after suffering a frac-
ture in his left thumb while 
batting during Saturday’s 
training session in Derby, 
England. 
Khushdil is not featuring 
in the ongoing four-day 
intra-squad match and 
will not be available for 
selection for the second 
four-dayer, which will be 
played from 24-27 July in 
Derby, said a spokesman 
for the Pakistan Cricket 
Board here on Sunday.  “As 
the nail is intact and there 
is no injury to nail bed, the 
orthopedic surgeon, team 
physician and team physio-
therapist expect Khushdil 
to resume physical train-
ing by the end of the next 
week,” he said. – APP

MANCHESTER: Carlos Brathwaite of West Indies plays a shot during fourth day of second test match against England. – DNA

Berlin, Rome, Paris 
threaten sanctions 

BERLIN: France, Italy and Germany are “ready to con-
sider” imposing sanctions on foreign powers that violate 
an arms embargo in Libya, a joint statement by the EU 
countries’ leaders said Saturday.
“We ... urge all foreign actors to end their increasing 
interference and to fully respect the arms embargo es-
tablished by the United Nations Security Council,” the 
statement said.
“We are ready to consider the possible use of sanctions 
should breaches to the embargo at sea, on land or in the 
air continue and look forward to the proposals the EU 
High Representative/Vice President will make to this 
end,” it added. – APP

Arsenal beat 
Manchester City to 
reach FA Cup final

LONDON: Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta outmanoeuvred 
his mentor Pep Guardiola as the Gunners reached the FA 
Cup final with victory at Wembley.
Arteta, who left his job as Manchester City assistant man-
ager to succeed Unai Emery at Arsenal in December, now 
has a chance to mark his first season in charge with major 
silverware when they face Chelsea or Manchester United 
in the final on 1 August.
The match-winner was Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang, the 
world-class striker Arsenal are desperate to secure on a 
new long-term contract, as he ruthlessly exposed City’s 
defensive deficiencies.
Aubameyang had already shot straight at Ederson with one 
clear chance but there was no escape for City after 19 min-
utes when he showed great technique to steer home Nico-
las Pepe’s cross with the outside of his foot at the far post.
City dominated possession after the break but squandered 
their opportunities and Aubameyang made them pay once 
more in the 71st minute when he raced away on the angle 
to slide a composed finish under the keeper. – DNA
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Briefs
Archer 

available 
for final test

DNA
MANCHESTER: Jofra 
Archer will be available for 
England’s third and final 
Test against the West In-
dies next week after being 
ruled out of the second 
match for a breach of coro-
navirus protocols, it was 
announced. The England 
and Wales Cricket Board 
(ECB)’s statement came 
as the hosts’ quest to level 
the three-match series at 
1-1 was frustrated by rain 
in Manchester.
Both teams have been liv-
ing in ‘bio-secure bubble’ 
sites at the Ageas Bowl, 
the venue for last week’s 
first Test, and Old Traf-
ford, where the final two 
matches of a series that 
marks international crick-
et’s return from lockdown 
are taking place. 
Fast bowler Archer broke 
the rules by going home to 
Hove on Monday, during 
which time he met with an 
unnamed individual follow-
ing England’s four-wicket 
loss in the series opener 
at Southampton before the 
team travelled north to 
Manchester.

Hamilton on 
Grand Prix 

pole position
Sports Desk

MOGYORÓD: Lewis 
Hamilton beat team-mate 
Valtteri Bottas to lead a 
Mercedes one-two in qual-
ifying for the Hungarian 
Grand Prix.
Mercedes were in a league 
of their own - Hamilton 
beat Bottas by 0.181 sec-
onds while Racing Point’s 
Lance Stroll in third was 
0.93secs off the pace.
Stroll headed a Racing 
Point second row along-
side team-mate Sergio 
Perez.
Ferrari locked out row 
three, Sebastian Vettel 
ahead of Charles Leclerc, 
with Red Bull’s Max Ver-
stappen seventh.
Lando Norris, third in the 
championship after two 
impressive opening races, 
was eighth for McLaren, 
while George Russell put 
in an impressive perfor-
mance for the Williams 
team, recovering from a 
dismal 2019, in 12th.

Canada: Tour 
bus accident 
kills three

MONTREAL: A gla-
cier-viewing bus over-
turned on Saturday at a 
popular tourist spot in the 
Canadian Rockies, killing 
three people and serious-
ly injuring several others, 
news reports said.
The all-terrain vehicle 
rolled off the road near the 
Columbia Icefield in Jasper 
National Park, Alberta, 
national broadcaster CBC 
said. Photos published by 
media outlets show the 
upturned red-and-white 
bus, equipped with mon-
ster-truck style tires for 
crossing ice, on a rocky 
slope below the road across 
the glacier’s moraine.
The bus lost control and 
rolled down the hill, wit-
ness Vanja Krtolica told the 
Globe and Mail.
“All of a sudden, everybody 
started screaming because 
they saw the coach lose 
control,” said Krtolica, who 
was on a similar bus.  
“It was careening down 
that 33 degree ... steep hill 
and lost control,” he told 
the newspaper. – APP

Arteta hopes 
Auba will stay
LONDON: Mikel Arteta 
hopes Arsenal’s run to the 
FA Cup final can persuade 
Wembley hero Pierre-Emer-
ick Aubameyang to stay 
at the club. Aubameyang 
underlined his value to Ar-
senal with a brace in their 
shock 2-0 win over FA Cup 
holders Manchester City in 
the semi-final on Saturday.
But the Gabon forward 
has just a year to run on 
his contract and has been 
linked with Barcelona and 
Paris Saint Germain, with 
talks over a new deal to 
stay at Arsenal yet to pro-
duce an extension. The 
31-year-old has admitted he 
has a big decision to make 
over his future. But Arse-
nal boss Arteta is confident 
his team’s improved form 
and their forthcoming FA 
Cup final appearance could 
be enough to convince 
Aubameyang to stay. – APP

ISLAMABAD: Former Indi-
an batsman Vinod Kumbli 
has revealed how a Paki-
stani fan followed him since 
1991, and used to send him 
letters, through erstwhile 
glove-man Rashid Latif. 
There have stories about In-
dia and Pakistan cricketers 
sharing a bond of friendship 
despite the traditional rival-
ry. Kambli said the Indian 
cricket team was treated 
very well in Pakistan. 
The fan, he was talking 
about here, followed him 

since 1991 when he made 
his debut in international 
cricket.
At that time there were no 
mobile phones or calls so he 
used to send letters to Kam-
bli and express himself. 
He also said that you won’t 
believe that Rashid used 
to bring him all the letters 
whenever he visited Pa-
kistan. Kambli also very 
fondly said that even after 
he retired he retained fan 
following in Pakistan.
“We were treated very well 

when we went to Pakistan. 
In fact, I have a fan, who 
was following my career 
since I made my debut in 
‘91. He was from Karachi,” 
said on The Greatest Ri-
valry podcast as quoted by 
cricketaddictor.com.
“And he used to send me let-
ters because that time when 
there were no mobiles, no 
phone calls so he used to 
express himself through let-
ters. And you won’t believe 
who used to bring those let-
ters for me Rashid Latif.”

“He (the fan) used to go to 
Rashid Latif and gave all his 
letters to him and Rashid, 
whenever they used to 
come here, then I got it.”
“So the fan following in Pa-
kistan also, it’s still there. 
When I was playing and af-
ter I retired also, the fan fol-
lowing was there,” he said.
Kambli played 17 Tests for 
the national team, scoring 
1084 runs at an average 
over 54.20. In the ODIs, he 
scored 2477 runs at an aver-
age over 34.

A Pak fan used to send me letters 
through Rashid: Vinod Kumbli

Zinedine Zidane Dismisses 
Tag Of ''Special One''

DNA

MADDRID: Real Madrid 
manager Zinedine Zidane 
has insisted that he is not 
"special", saying he is just 
lucky to be in charge of 
the club.
After winning the La Liga 
2019-20 season, Real Ma-
drid manager Zinedine Zi-
dane has insisted that he 
is not "special", saying he 
is just lucky to be in charge 
of the club. Zidane has led 
Madrid to the La Liga title 
this season and as a result, 
he won his 11th trophy as 
the coach of the side. "No, 
no. I don't feel that (special 
one). I feel lucky to be here 
with these players every 

day. And being in this club, 
that''s why I feel lucky, and 
that's why I enjoy that much 
every day," Goal.com quot-
ed Zidane as saying. "Be-
cause one day it will finish, 

as it happened already, but 
this time for real. That''s 
why I am enjoying and fo-
cused on these kinds of 
things," he added.
This La Liga win was Real 

Madrid's first since the 
2016-17 campaign when 
Cristiano Ronaldo had led 
them to the crown.
Real Madrid would now face 
Leganes in their final game 
of the La Liga season later 
today. "I think every title we 
get is the merit of the team, 
the players who are involved 
in that time. It doesn't have 
to demerit them, especially 
this one, as it has been very 
complicated and tough. We 
have fought until the end," 
Zidane said. "It is time to 
enjoy the achievement, but 
for football and for every-
one, we have a game against 
Leganes," he added. Real 
Madrid currently has 86 
points from 37 matches in 
the La Liga standings.

DNA

LONDON: Russia's ambas-
sador to London has denied 
accusations by Britain and 
its allies of helping hackers 
target labs conducting coro-
navirus vaccine research, in 
a UK television interview to 
be broadcast on Sunday.
Andrei Kelin said the allega-
tions Thursday by Britain, 
the United States and Can-
ada that a hacking group 
called APT29 was behind 
the online attacks, and "al-
most certainly" linked to 
Russian intelligence, made 

"no sense".
"I don't believe in this story 
at all, there is no sense in 
it," he told the BBC's An-
drew Marr Show, adding he 
had learned about the hack-
ing collective's existence 
from British media reports.
"In this world, to attribute 
any kind of computer hack-
ers to any country, it is im-
possible."
Kelin, who was appoint-
ed Moscow's top envoy in 
Britain last November, also 
rejected a separate claim 
by London that "Russian ac-
tors" sought to disrupt last 
year's UK general election.

British Foreign Secretary 
Dominic Raab said Thurs-
day the perpetrators had 
circulated leaked trade doc-
uments between Britain and 
the United States, in a bid 
to sow greater division in 
the contest.
"I do not see any point in us-
ing this subject as a matter 
of interference," Kelin said.
"We do not interfere at all. 
We do not see any point in 
interference... we will try 
to settle relations and to es-
tablish better relations than 
now."
Russia and Britain have 
been at loggerheads since 

Moscow was accused of try-
ing to kill double agent Ser-
gei Skripal with a powerful 
military-grade nerve agent 
in 2018.
The attack in Salisbury, 
southwest England, came 
12 years after the radiation 
poisoning of former spy Al-
exander Litvinenko in Lon-
don. 
Again, Russia has denied 
involvement and Kelin said 
the country is ready to move 
on from the controversies. 
"We are prepared to turn 
the page and we are pre-
pared to do business with 
Britain," he added.

Russian envoy denies vaccine hacking allegations

ISLAMABAD: Following the one-year postponement of 
the Olympic Games Tokyo 2020 due to the COVID-19 
global health pandemic, the International Hockey Fed-
eration (FIH) has confirmed the match schedule for 
the men’s and women’s hockey competitions of the 
XXXII Olympiad.
The hockey event was originally scheduled to run from 
Saturday July 25 until Friday August 7, 2020, with 
matches being played at the purpose-built Oi Hockey 
Stadium in Japan’s capital city. Although nothing has 
changed in terms of the location and overall running 
order of the matches, the Olympic hockey competitions 
will now start on Saturday July 24 and conclude on Fri-
day  August 6,  2021, the FIH said in a press release.
In line with what was planned for this year, the open-
ing match of next year’s Olympic Games will be con-
tested between the men of Japan and Australia, with 
the host nation facing a stern test from the 2019 FIH 
Hockey Pro League champions - Olympic gold medal-
ists at Athens 2004 - on July 24. The opening match of 
the Women’s tournament will be played on the same 
day, with reigning world champions and current world 
number one the Netherlands - Olympic champions in 
1984, 2008, and 2012 - taking on India. 
The men’s and women’s gold medal matches will take 
place on  August 5 AND 6, respectively. The pools for 
the Olympic hockey competitions are as under:
Men:  Pool A: Australia, Argentina, India, Spain, New 
Zealand, Japan
Pool B: Belgium, Netherlands, Germany, Great Britain, 
Canada, South Africa
Women:  Pool A: Netherlands, Germany, Great 
Britain, Ireland, India, South Africa
Pool B: Australia, Argentina, New Zealand, Spain, 
China, Japan
The teams that will compete in Tokyo all earned their 
tickets by either becoming continental champions 
of their respective regions or via the FIH Hockey 
Olympic qualifiers. – APP

Hockey competition 
schedule announced 

for Olympics
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Syria votes 
for new 

parliament
DNA

DAMACUSUS: Syria is 
holding parliamentary 
elections across govern-
ment-controlled areas of the 
country on Sunday, as Pres-
ident Bashar al-Assad marks 
20 years in power amid a 
continuing war and deep 
economic woes.
More than 2,000 candidates, 
including businessmen un-
der recently-imposed Unit-
ed States sanctions, are 
running in the legislative 
election - the third since the 
start of the 2011 protests 
and ensuing civil war.
The elections, originally 
scheduled to be held in 
April, were postponed twice 
due to the novel coronavirus 
pandemic. Although several 
lists are running in the polls, 
real opposition to al-Assad’s 
Baath Party is absent in the 
election.
Opposition groups tradi-
tionally tolerated by the 
government are expected 
to boycott the polls and the 
Baath Party is guaranteed 
to monopolise the new par-
liament as it has done in 
previous elections. In the 
last vote in 2016, the Baath 
and its allies took 200 of the 
250-seat parliament while 
the remaining posts went to 
independent candidates.

EU extends 
summit after 
deadlock over 
recovery plan

News Desk

BRUSSELS: European Un-
ion leaders failed to agree 
on a massive stimulus fund 
to revive their coronavi-
rus-hammered economies 
on Saturday after two days 
of fraught negotiations, but 
extended their summit for 
another day to try and over-
come their differences.
As the 27 leaders scurried 
back to their hotels after a 
late, inconclusive dinner, 
German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and French President 
Emmanuel Macron stayed 
behind in the EU’s headquar-
ters in Brussels to haggle 
with the Dutch-led camp of 
thrifty countries demanding 
cuts to the 1.8 trillion euro 
($2.06 trillion) package.
“The negotiations were 
heated,” said Prime Minis-
ter Giuseppe Conte of Ita-
ly, one of the EU countries 
most affected by the corona-
virus crisis that are seeking 
generous aid from the bloc. 
“Europe is under the black-
mail of the ‘frugals’.”
“We have to do all what is 
possible to reach a deal to-
morrow. Further delays are 
not useful to anybody.”
Summit chairman Charles 
Michel was due to hand new 
proposals before the 27 re-
convene on Sunday. With the 
pandemic dealing Europe 
its worst economic shock 
since World War II, leaders 
first locked horns on Friday 
over a proposed 750 billion 
euro ($857bn) recovery fund 
and a 2021-27 EU budget of 
more than a trillion euros 
($1.14 trillion).

Black Lives 
Matter mural 

vandalized
Web Desk

MANHATTAN: The Black 
Lives Matter street mural 
in front of Trump Tower in 
midtown Manhattan has 
been vandalized three times 
in one week, according to 
the New York Police Depart-
ment. The latest incident 
occurred on Saturday after-
noon when two women from 
Staten Island, ages 39 and 
29, were arrested after they 
were seen pouring paint on 
the mural, an NYPD spokes-
person told CNN.
When an officer attempted 
to approach one of the wom-
en, the officer slipped and 
injured his head and arm. 
He was taken to Bellevue 
Hospital and is in stable 
condition, the spokesper-
son said. The two women 
were charged with criminal 
mischief and were released 
with desk appearance tick-
ets, according to the NYPD.
The mural was first vandal-
ized Monday when an un-
named suspect dumped red 
paint on the V in “Lives.” 
The department said it was 
investigating the vandalism. 
On Friday, surveillance video 
captured three individuals 
“pouring and smearing paint 
on the mural and one female 
spreading flyers at the scene,” 
according to the NYPD.

Armenia violates all norms of 
international law: Adil Aliyev

Adil Aliyev said: If we look at the analogy of history, this attack of the Armenian state 
is similar to the attack of 1992. They started to use large-caliber weapons against 

civil population, and finally these attacks killed 11 servicemen and one civilian
DNA

BAKU: “Currently, the whole 
world is fighting against the 
spread of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic. Azerbaijan is one of the most 
supportive states, and the World 
Health Organization appreciates 
the steps taken by our country 
and sets an example to other 
countries for its efforts to defeat 
the disease.
However, in such a difficult situ-
ation, the Armenian state have 
already begun to commit provoca-
tions on the borders of our country 
since July 12. Till today, Armenia 
has been carrying out its provoc-
ative activities in the direction of 
Tovuz region,” Deputy Chairman 
of the Azerbaijani Parliament Adil 
Aliyev has told journalists.
Adil Aliyev said: “If we look at the 
analogy of history, this attack of 

the Armenian state is similar to 
the attack of 1992. They started to 
use large-caliber weapons against 
civil population, and finally these 
attacks killed 11 servicemen and 
one civilian. Unfortunately, these 
attacks make the fight against the 
pandemic even more difficult.
At present, at the command of 
the Armenian leadership, along 
with the civil who died during the 
provocation on the border of Azer-
baijan, the civil population are 
targeted by large-caliber weapons. 
Thus, a resident of Aghdam village 
of Tovuz region, Azizov Aziz Izzat 
oglu, born in 1944 (76 years old), 
died as a result of the explosion of 
gun shell falling on his house.
The right of the deceased to live, 
provided for in Article 2 of the 
Convention for the Protection of 
Human Rights and Fundamental 
Freedoms, was violated by the 
Armenian state. It should be not-

ed that this is not the first case 
by Armenia, not only during the 
war, but also during the ceasefire 
period. Zahra Guliyeva was killed 
along with her grandmother.
Also, as a result of provocations 
committed by the Armenian side 
on the borders of our country, 
the houses inhabited by civilians 
are under attack, the main reason 
for which is the desire to create 
panic among the local inhabitants. 

Armenian troops began to use 
weapons against the Azerbaijani 
civilian population since 1992, 
when Azerbaijani historical lands 
Nagorno-Karabakh and our an-
cient lands were occupied, more 
than 1 million IDPs were forced to 
flee their ancestral lands.
According to paragraph 2 of Pro-
tocol No. 4 to the Convention for 
the Protection of Human Rights 
and Fundamental Freedoms, 
everyone has the right to freedom 
of movement and residence within 
the borders of the country. How-
ever, the current provocation by 
the Armenian government aimed 
at evacuating the civilian popula-
tion. For this reason, various gun 
installations target the homes of 
civilians, resulting in deaths and 
injuries.
In connection with the Armenian 
attacks on Azerbaijan, the Unit-
ed Nations adopted resolutions 

822, 853, 874 and 884. These 
documents directly confirmed 
the occupation of Azerbaijani ter-
ritories by Armenia, the massa-
cres in Azerbaijan, the killing of 
thousands of people, the capture 
of more than a million people. 
These attempts by the Armenian 
side are the most gross violation 
of universally accepted norms of 
international law.
Despite the occupation of Azer-
baijani lands and massacres on its 
territory, it is based on the pro-
visions of international law, and 
despite having a strong army, our 
country is in favor of a peaceful 
solution to the conflict. However, 
Armenian government doesn’t 
change aggressive policy, on the 
contrary, they continue to commit 
provocations. Today, we demand 
that the world give a fair assess-
ment to the provocative mission 
carried out by the Armenian side.”

US divided 
over masks, 

schools
WHO reported a 
record increase 
in global corona 

cases, with the total 
rising by 237,743

in 24 hours

DNA
WAHSINGTON: Iran’s Pres-
ident Hassan Rouhani has 
said that 25 million Iranians 
have been infected with the 
coronavirus and that anoth-
er 35 million are at risk of 
acquiring it.
More than 14 million people 
around the world have been 
diagnosed with COVID-19, 
while more than 7.8 million 
have recovered and more 
than 600,000 have died, 
according to data from the 
Johns Hopkins University.
The World Health Organization 
reported a record increase in 
global coronavirus cases, with 
the total rising by 237,743 in 
24 hours. India’s coronavirus 
caseload topped one million, 
with the United States and Bra-
zil the only other nations with 
more infections.

Norway 
arrests 

British man
DNA

OSLO: Norwegian authori-
ties say they have arrested 
a 51-year-old British man 
suspected of issuing a bomb 
threat midair during a Rya-
nair flight from London to 
Oslo. The incident triggered 
a security operation at the 
Norwegian capital’s Garder-
moen airport and the plane 
was escorted to Norway by 
the Royal Danish Air Force’s 
F-16 fighter jets. 
Flight FR1392 from Stan-
sted airport with 142 passen-
gers and six crew members 
on board landed safely at 
Gardermoen on Friday, offi-
cials said. Norwegian police 
said on Twitter: “A Ryanair 
plane has received a bomb 
threat while in the air.

Ibrar Khan

ISLAMABAD: The United Busi-
ness Group ( UBG) the largest al-
liance of chambers and trade bod-
ies  Sunday unanimously opposed  
the demand for shifting of Head 
Office of Federation of Pakistan 
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try from Karachi to Islamabad and 
termed it a well conceived con-
spiracy against pandemic severely 
hit businesses community.
Chairing a high level 20 member 
core committee meeting drawn 
across the country here today 
UBG Chief Iftikhar Ali Malik said 
that the demand for shifting FPC-
CI HO is absolutely ill conceived, 

illogic and don’t reflect the aspira-
tions of the major chunk of busi-
ness community.
Prominent present among other 
core committee members were 
UBG patron in chief SM Muneer, 
Zubair Tufail, Khalid Tawab, 
Malik Sohail Hussain,Haseeb 
Khan, Ghazanfar Bilour,Waqar 
Ahmad Mian, Zafar Bukhtawar-
i,Zahid Iqbal,MNA Tahir Ch, Ms 
Shireen,and Rehman Aziz Ur Re-
hman etc.
Iftikhar Ali Malik  said that head of-
fices of all major banks, state bank 
of Pakistan,shipping corporation, 
sea port, largest dry ports,trade de-
velopment authority Pakistan,DG 
Customs Transit trade and other 
important commercial offices are 

located In Karachi, an economic 
hub of the country.
SM Muneer briefly speaking on 
this occasion said sea port is play-
ing key role in import and export 
and entire business community is 

fully facilitated under one window 
and categorically set aside the de-
mand of shifting FPCCI. 
He said business community will 
frustrate the evil designs of dis-
gruntled elements who are out to 
achieve their ulterior motives for 
their vested interests. He said that 
business community is on one 
page on this issue.
Vice President FPCCI  Zahid 
Iqbal said that FPCCI HO was 
established in 1958 with only two 
rooms which is now a beautiful 
multi storey building built by the 
UBG ruling group. He said UBG 
ruling group also constructed cap-
ital office building in Islamabad 
where Federation President holds 
meetings besides two VPs from 

federal capital also perform their 
obligations.
Federation regional offices are 
also located at all provincial me-
tropolis for establishing direct liai-
son with business community  and 
help address their genuine griev-
ances at local level through collab-
oration with state functionaries.
Former Federation President Zu-
bair Tufail and provincial UBG 
President Sindh Khalid Tawab 
said that forthcoming  FPCCI gen-
eral body to be held on August 05 
next  will never support this un-
lawful demand as UBG enjoy ma-
jority in the house.
They said that UBG leadership 
will live upto the aspirations of the 
business community.

Shifting of FPCCI to Islamabad opposed 
       Iftikhar Ali Malik said that head offices of all major banks, state bank of Pakistan,shipping 

corporation, sea port, largest dry ports,trade development authority Pakistan,DG Customs Transit 
trade and other important commercial offices are located In Karachi, an economic hub of the country

Egypt’s actions 
in Libya ‘illegal’, 

says Erdogan
Turkey has been providing 

military aid to the UN recognised 
government in the Libya conflict, 
while Egypt, the UAE and Russia 

have backed its foes in a rival 
administration based in the east

ANKARA: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
has denounced Egypt and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) for supporting forces based in eastern Libya, af-
ter Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi met Libyan 
tribesmen who urged Cairo to intervene in the war.
Turkey has been providing military aid to the United Na-
tions-recognised government in the Libya conflict, while 
Egypt, the UAE and Russia have backed its foes in a 
rival administration based in the east.
Recent weeks have seen dramatic military advances 
by the Tripoli-based Government of National Accord 
(GNA), which drove back forces of the eastern renegade 
military commander Khalifa Haftar who had launched 
an assault on Tripoli last year.
Eastern-based legislators called this week for Egypt to 
intervene in the conflict. El-Sisi met Libyan tribesmen 
on Thursday and said Egypt would not stand idle in the 
face of a direct threat to Egyptian and Libyan security.
Asked about the possibility of Egyptian intervention, Er-
dogan said on Friday Turkey would maintain its support 
for the GNA. “Steps taken by Egypt here, especially 
their siding with the putschist Haftar, show they are in 
an illegal process,” he said. He also described the ap-
proach of the UAE as “piratical”. – DNA

Monday, July 20, 2020
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MEXICO: Ambassador Tasswar Khan Meeting Ambassador Robert Djerou Ly and signing the condolence book opened by the 
Embassy of Côte D’Ivore on the demise of Prime Minister Amadou Gon Coulibaly. May his soul rest In eternal peace. – DNA

Rouhani says 35 million 
Iranians may contract virus

News Desk

TEHRAN: Iranian President 
Hassan Rouhani has said 35 
million Iranians may con-
tract the coronavirus as the 
country still did not have 
herd immunity although a 
quarter of the population 
may be infected.
"Our estimate is that up to 
now, 25 million Iranians have 
been infected with this virus," 
Rouhani said during a tele-
vised meeting of the coun-

try's virus-fighting task force 
on Saturday. "We have to 
consider the possibility that 

30 to 35 million more may 
face infection."  It appears to 
be the first time a senior Ira-

nian official has indicated the 
country is seeking to defeat 
COVID-19 via herd immunity.
"We have not yet achieved 
herd immunity and we have 
no choice but to be united 
and break the chain of trans-
mission of the coronavirus," 
he said, citing the results 
of a study by the Iranian 
health ministry. Iran has 
been battling a resurgence 
of COVID-19, with figures 
showing a rise in both new 
infections and deaths since 
a two-month low in May.

Kuwait's Sheikh Sabah admitted to hospital

DNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait's 91-year-
old ruler has been admitted 
to hospital for a medical 
checkup, the oil-rich na-
tion's state-run news agency 
has reported.
Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad al-
Jaber al-Sabah was in "good 
health", the KUNA news 

agency said on Saturday, 
citing a statement from the 
country's diwan minister. 
The brief report did not 
elaborate.
The hospital visit comes as 
the nation continues to fight 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
which has seen more than 
58,000 cases and 400 relat-
ed deaths in the country of 
4.1 million. Its health minis-

try says more than 49,000 
people have recovered from 
the virus and the COVID-19 
disease it causes.
In August 2019, Kuwait ac-
knowledged the emir suf-
fered an unspecified medi-
cal "setback" that required 
him to be hospitalised.
That came after visiting Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Mo-
hammad Javad Zarif wrote 

on Twitter that he was "pray-
ing for Emir's speedy recov-
ery", without elaborating. 
Sheikh Sabah has ruled Ku-
wait since January 2006. He 
has pushed for diplomacy to 
solve regional issues, such 
as the continuing boycott of 
Qatar by four Arab nations, 
and hosted major donor con-
ferences for war-torn nations 
like Iraq and Syria

That came after visiting Iranian FM M Javad Zarif wrote on Twitter 
that he was "praying for Emir's speedy recovery", without elaborating

Foreign direct 
investment 

soars to 
$2.56b 

DNA
KARACHI: Foreign direct 
investment has improved 
by 88% in fiscal year 2020 
to $2.56 billion with major 
investment coming in the 
power and telecommunica-
tion sectors from China and 
Norway respectively.
However, part of that 88% 
figure can be attributed to 
the major dip in FDI in fis-
cal year 2019 after CPEC 
projects had slowed down 
and the rupee depreciated, 
which made foreign investor 
wary to invest. The FDI fell 
by 51% from $2.78 billion in 
fiscal year 2018 to $1.36 bil-
lion in fiscal year 2019. 
“There were multiple rea-
sons for low FDI in fiscal 
year 2019. The rupee was 
depreciating while the phase 
first of CPEC completed and 
concerns were also raised 
after the new government 
came into power, which 
slowed down investment 
from China,” senior research 
analyst Karim Punjani said.  
Investors are reluctant to in-
vest in countries where cur-
rency is depreciating. 

Anti-Kremlin 
protest in Russia
Web Desk

MOSCOW: Tens of thou-
sands of demonstrators in 
Russia's far eastern city 
of Khabarovsk have taken 
to the streets, protesting 
against the arrest of the re-
gion's governor on charges 
of involvement in multiple 
murders. Local media esti-
mated the rally in the city 
6,100km (3,800 miles) east 
of Moscow on Saturday at-
tracted more than 15,000 
people.
Khabarovsk's Governor 
Sergey Furgal was arrested 
two weeks ago and flown to 
Moscow where he was put 
in jail for two months.
The huge rallies in the city 
of Khabarovsk on the border 
with China present a grow-
ing concern for the Krem-
lin, observers say, and come 

after President Vladimir 
Putin this month oversaw 
a controversial vote that al-
lows him to extend his hold 
on power until 2036. Both 
demonstrations are report-
ed to be the largest in the 
history of Khabarovsk, a 
city with a population of 
590,000. While many ex-
pressed support for the 
arrested politician, some of 
the protest signs and chants 
were distinctly anti-Putin.
Smaller rallies also took 
place in nearby cities and 
towns including Komso-
molsk-on-Amur and Amursk 
and the Pacific port of Vlad-
ivostok in next-door Primor-
sky Krai region.
In rallies that lasted sever-
al hours, the crowds also 
massed outside the building 
housing the regional admin-
istration, chanting "Free-
dom!"



Briefs
Nepotism 

alleged 
in BZU 

MULTAN: A senior pro-
fessor of pharmacy depart-
ment, Bahuddin Zakariya 
University (BZU) claimed of 
committing ‘misappropria-
tion’ and ‘promoting favorit-
ism’ in appointment of Dean, 
Faculty of Pharmacy in the 
university here on Sunday. 
In his written statement 
issued here, Professor Dr 
Nisar Hussain Shah held 
complaint that the incumbent 
Dean of faculty of pharmacy 
Dr Muhammad Uzair whose 
notification was released on 
17th July, 2020, had backing 
of a specific religio-political 
lobby working in the academ-
ia. He said he was a senior 
most professor and working 
already as an acting Dean 
for quite some time in the 
department. He said notifi-
cation for appointment of the 
incumbent Dean had been 
changed for three times un-
der ‘malafide agenda’. – APP

Two more 
deaths in IOK
ISLAMABAD: Two more 
deaths due to Covid-19 were 
reported on Sunday, taking 
the overall fatality count re-
lated to the disease toll to 
239 in the Indian Occupied 
Kashmir (IOK), Kashmir 
Media Service reported.
One of the victims was an 
84-year-old man from the 
Kashmir Valley’s Baramulla 
district and other a 50-year-
old woman from Rajouri dis-
trict in Jammu division.
Out of the 239 Covid-19 
related deaths in occupied 
Kashmir, 219 are from the 
Kashmir Valley, 19 from 
Jammu division and one 
from Ladakh region. – APP

Worldwide 
virus deaths 
pass 600,000

NEW YORK: More than 
600,000 people have died 
with the coronavirus around 
the world. Nearly a quarter 
of them were in the US. The 
world has seen the largest 
single-day increase in cas-
es, the WHO reported. The 
number of new cases of 
coronavirus rose by almost 
260,000 in 24 hours.
The number of new corona-
virus cases rose by almost 
260,000 in 24 hours – the 
largest single-day increase 
since the pandemic began, 
the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) said on Saturday. 
The WHO said it is the first 
time the number of new dai-
ly infections has surpassed a 
quarter of a million. – APP

UAE reopens 
prayer rooms 

in malls
DNA

DUBAI: The UAE is reopen-
ing of prayer rooms in malls 
and towers at 30 percent 
capacity starting July 20 as 
the country further eases 
measures earlier imposed to 
control the spread of coro-
navirus. Worshippers must 
maintain a physical distance 
of two meters, are neither 
allowed to gather before and 
after prayer, must also avoid 
shaking hands in all forms, 
sanitize their hands before 
entering the prayer rooms 
as well as have their masks 
worn at all times, state news 
agency WAM reported.
People are also required to 
recite the Quran via their 
personal electronic devices 
including their smartphones 
and must use a single-use 
prayer mat, which will be 
available in the prayer rooms, 
WAM added, quoting the 
General Authority for Islam-
ic Affairs and Endowments 
and the National Emergency, 
Crisis and Disasters Manage-
ment Authority.

Hong Kong 
tightens 

virus curbs
HONG KONG: Non-essential 
Hong Kong civil servants will 
work from home from Mon-
day as the global financial 
hub tightens social distanc-
ing restrictions further amid 
an escalating third wave of 
coronavirus cases, the city’s 
leader Carrie Lam said on 
Sunday.  Lam said the city re-
corded more than 100 cases 
in the past 24 hours, taking 
the tally since late January 
close to 2,000 patients, 12 of 
whom have died. – APP

Forty Years and Counting
After spending four years and welcoming their second son into the world while in Lagos, the 

couple moved back to Budapest and stayed at the head office for two years before being posted 
out to Cairo, Egypt. The ambassador narrates fond memories of Cairo. They travelled around  
the country, digged into ancient Egyptian history and made friends while stationed in Nile city

A B Khan

L UXURY cars fluttering 
with country flags, sur-
rounded by body guards 

and a red carpet welcome; from 
afar, a life of an ambassador 
looks too good to be true. Lit-
tle, one does know how many 
storms’ this position has weath-
ered in past decades pregnant 
with personal sacrifices to reach 
the end of the tunnel.  Istvan 
Szabo, the Hungarian ambassa-
dor to Pakistan is no different.  
Ambassador Szabo was posted 
to Pakistan in 2012 and now 
after eight fulfilled years, his 
time has come to hang his 
boots as he reached his age of 
suppuration last year.
As we sat in his living room to talk 
about his stay in Pakistan over a 
cup of coffee, Ambassador Szabao 
and his wife Emilia who is also a 
diplomat by profession and Head 
of Counselor section in Hungarian 
embassy, Islamabad boarded the 
nostalgic bandwagon which took 
us back to the future. “It was forty 
years ago, on 1st March 1980 that 
I joined Foreign Service in Buda-
pest, Hungry where my wife to 
be was already working” informs 
the ambassador as we switch the 
recording button “ON”.  
Life was not all bed of roses for 
the ambassador during his illustri-
ous carrier but lady luck was on 
his side from the very beginning. 
His first assignment was United 
Nations desk at the head office 
which took him around the world 
and provided an opportunity to be 
part and parcel of the discussions, 
decisions and policies- making; re-
shaping the world order.
UN General Assembly, New 
York was the epicenter for the 
new world order and Ambassa-
dor Sazabio was always present 
at the helm of the affairs. In his 
mid twenties, traveling around the 
globe, brushing shoulders with 
who’s who of the diplomatic com-
munity and  drafting MOU’s  was 
not less than a dream come true 
for any young Hungarian diplomat 
at the start of his career, Istvan 
Szabo was that lucky star.
After initialing spending first four 
years in Budapest as part of the 
job requirement, the couple  got 
their first posting abroad and it 
was not very good news.  They 
arrived in Lagos, the capital of 
Nigeria along with their first 
born son at a time when the Afri-
can horn was troublesome news. 
Armed robberies, street crimes, 

extreme poverty, military   dic-
tatorship and scarce food supply 
were the order of the day.  
 “It was a hard posting and we 
had to manage things with great 
difficulty” adds Emalia.  After 
spending four years and welcom-
ing their second son into the 
world while in Lagos, the couple 
moved back to Budapest and 
stayed at the head office for two 
years before being posted out to 
Cairo, Egypt.  The ambassador 
narrates fond memories of Cairo. 
They travelled around the coun-
try, digged into ancient Egyptian 
history and made friends while 
stationed in   Nile city. 
Once back home, ambassador Sza-
bo was assigned a very challeng-
ing task. “When I returned to Bu-
dapest, at that time Hungry was 
President of OSCE, (Organization 
for Security and Co-operation in 
Europe) and it gave me a good op-
portunity to travel in Europe and 
learn about the European polices 
from a diplomats perspective” he 
informs with a smile. 

It was turning point in the history 
of Europe. The war in Balkans, 
Dayton Peace Process, disinte-
gration of Yugoslavia, Europe was 
the nerve center of the new world 
order as things were moving with 
great dynamism between 1994 
and 1995” ambassador explains. 
Now deeply involved in policy 
making with  an enriched expe-
rience  and so many Accords, 
MOU’s and bilateral, unilateral 
agreements under his belt, ambas-
sador Szabo opted for a posting in 
Brussels, Belgium looking after 
an important  NATO assignment 
.” It was a very important position 
at that time and my experience at 
UN desk and OSCE make handy.  
Nato became an integral part of 
the process of annexation nego-
tiations and its intervention in 
Serbia, during Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic rule became 
part of my resume”, he informs.
After playing a decisive role dur-
ing the NATO posting, ambas-
sador Szabo wished to opt for a   
relatively calmer station and again 

thank to his lucky stars, he got 
his first ambassadorial posting in 
Prague, the Czech Republic. The 
couple went happily, leaving their 
two teenage sons in Budapest to 
continue their higher education. 
“I wanted a quiet and relaxed po-
sition after spending too much 
time in policy matters so Prague 
was the best option. It was close 
to home so we left our now teen-
aged sons in Budapest to continue 
their high education and made fre-
quent visits to home” he adds. . In 
2008 Ambassador was back home 
for four years working as Director 
General Balkans desk. 
“It was in 2012 , one  afternoon, 
the deputy Secretary of State 
who was my boss called me. He 
just asked me directly over the 
phone, what would you say Yes 
or No on posting to Pakistan as 
ambassador.  Since I had never 
been to Asia and my profile was 
more of a policy issue expert 
especially during the Balkans, 
Nato, OSCE Presidency so I 
asked him to give me a week or 

so to discuss with my family. He 
said ok, you have till tomorrow” 
informs ambassador laughingly. 
 “Arriving in Pakistan was a pleas-
ant surprise. I had never served in 
Asia so I was also excited but at 
the same time, skeptical. Pakistan 
in 2012 was griping with demo-
cratic form of government after a 
militarily rule. Terrorism, blasts, 
no-go areas and restrictions on 
diplomatic movements was not 
happy news.  It took us a few 
years to settle down comfortably 
as things started to claim down 
and Pakistan moved into a much 
peaceful station as years passed 
by” ambassador informs .
As the couple was inching to-
wards end of their four year post-
ing term, the rules at the Foreign 
Office, Budapest changed from 
4 year posting to five years. The 
couple got one more year life 
line in Islamabad.  “My age of 
retirement was approaching  in 
two  years time so I requested my 
boss, that If you are happy with 
my performance, I would like to 

stay two more years in Islamabad  
and retire from here and they 
accepted it” he  adds while nar-
rating how 4 years turned into 8 
years in Islamabad. You are still 
short of one year? I asked.  “The 
last eighth year was an exten-
sion” he informs laughingly.
In the last eight years, the diplo-
matic duo, made many Pakistani 
friends, they were seen on pri-
vate dinners, events wedding of 
Pakistani families.  Travelling was 
their favorite hobby and northern 
areas were their Mecca.”We are 
just spell bound by the beauty of 
Northern Areas especially Shijar, 
Khuplo, Dosaei Lands. The land-
scape is breathtaking” said the 
mesmerized couple.
Ambassador Szbao extensively 
travelled for his work assign-
ments and many a times his wife 
Emilia accompanied him. “I had 
visited Faisalabad, Sialkot, Gujar 
Khan and other business hubs 
to explore opportunities of trade 
between Hungry and Pakistan. I 
had even gone up to South Punjab 
and mystified by the grandeur of 
Cholistan Desert” he informs. 
The couple takes back home, very 
fond memories of Pakistan with 
them apart from   truck art furni-
ture and other artifacts. 
“The cultural values and norms 
in Pakistani traditions are so well 
intertwined that it leaves one 
fogged.  Whenever there is trou-
ble, I see Pakistani people rushing 
to help each other. There is so 
much unity and solidarity and will-
ingness to help each other in time 
of need that is still beyond my im-
agination.Having said that the cou-
ple also stressed that the country 
and the government needs to pri-
oritize education facilities in Pa-
kistan. Emila departing note was 
for the women of the rural areas 
to learn and educate themselves. 
“I see many educated women 
working in offices and private sec-
tor companies; I also meet women 
parliamentarians who are in large 
number now but when I meet 
the rural women especially the 
ones living in northern parts they 
need attention. They are confined 
to their houses and do not know 
a much about the outside world 
leave alone their rights. This 
needs to be changed” adds Emilia.  
Both Ambassador Szabo and 
wife Emilia plan to settle down in 
their ancestral house in Budapest 
which has been refurbished al-
ready once they arrive back. Emil-
ia wants to spend a couple of years 
in Budapest before accepting her 
foreign posting.  
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Decline in country’s 
polio cases

ISLAMABAD: A massive 
decline has been reported 
in polio cases in Pakistan 
during the over last two 
decades, says a report of 
UNICEF. According to the 
report the decline started 
since the launch of the 
Pakistan’s ‘Polio Eradica-
tion Programme in 1994’ 
UNICEF report said.
The cases have dropped 

to only eight in 2018 from 
over 20,000 cases every 
year during early in 1990s.
UNICF report also men-
tioned that polio vaccina-
tion campaigns have been 
temporarily suspended to 
contain the spread of COV-
ID-19 however, plans are 
in place to start the vacci-
nation of children as soon 
as possible. – APP

DNA

ISLAMABADL Pakistan Parliament’s 
Special Committee on Kashmir Chair-
man Shehryar Khan Afridi on Sunday 
strongly denounced the Indian-occupa-
tion regime for enacting new laws to 
enable illegal military cantonments in 
the disputed area of Indian-occupied 
Jammu & Kashmir (IoJK) and urged 
United Nations to take action to stop 
this illegal process. Addressing a sem-
inar at National Press Club to mark 
Kashmir Accession Day, Shehryar 
Afridi said the new laws were a part 
of Indian plan to bring demographic 
changes in the IoJK in a bid to artifi-
cially turn Muslim dominated Kashmir 
into Hindu majority territory. 
“This is a nefarious design cooked up 
to violate the United Nations Security 
Council resolutions. The world needs 
to act now,” said Afridi.” 
Under this sinister design, thousands 
of Indian labourers have been brought 
for construction near the Army Can-

tonment. Massive constructions are 
going around several Indian-occupying 
Army camps in Kashmir. 
Thousands of residential flats are be-
ing constructed at transit points in 
Srinagar for Indian Army troops. This 
is all in violation of the UN resolutions 
and its conventions,” he added. 
He said that India is violating Inter-
national law by settling Indians in the 
UN-recognized disputed territory. The 
world must take note and warn India 
of its implications in the region, he de-
manded. Afridi said the UN must pur-
sue its own resolutions on Kashmir to 
hold a plebiscite in the occupied terri-

tory, failing which it would lead the UN 
towards the fate of League of Nations. 
Afridi also pointed out that thousands 
of Indians have been granted citizen-
ship rights and being shifted in IoJK. 
“Over the last few weeks, tens of hun-
dreds of non-natives are being ferried 
to Kashmir and are being settled in far 
off areas near Indian-occupying army 
camps. This has increased the anxiety 
among Kashmiris,” Afridi added. 
He said despite the oppressive occu-
pation by India, Kashmiri people have 
not given up their desire for accession 
with Pakistan and Kashmiri people, 
expressing their love for Pakistan and 
are still waving Pakistani flags in Indi-
an-occupied Kashmir and raising slo-
gans of “Long live Pakistan”. 
He said Kashmiris are determined to 
continue their struggle for the acces-
sion with Pakistan and independence 
from India. “The Government of Pa-
kistan, while upholding its principled 
position, continues to provide political 
and diplomatic support to the Kash-
miris,” he said. 

Kashmiris should be given the right 
to self determination: Shehryar
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BEIJING: The recently 
signed agreements in Paki-
stan for hydropower projects 
under the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
marked the beginning of a 
mature new phase for the 
program, which is under 
the China-proposed Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI), ac-
cording to Chinese experts.
The concessional agree-
ment for the 700.7-MW 
Azad Pattan Hydropower 
Project was signed last 
week, a breakthrough for 
the implementation of the 
project, according to China 
Gezhouba Group, the Chi-
nese investor in the project.
With a total investment of 
$1.54 billion, the construc-
tion period of the project is 
expected to be 69 months 
and the hydropower plant 

will generate some 3.265 
billion units of clean energy 
per year and provide relief 
from water shortages, Glob-
al Times reported.
Prior to the agreement, an-
other deal on hydropower 
- the largest energy sector 
investment in the history 
of Pakistan - was signed in 
June. The project will be im-
plemented by China Three 
Gorges Corp through its 
subsidiary under the frame-
work of the CPEC.
Zhou Rong, a senior research 
fellow at the Chongyang In-
stitute for Financial Studies 
at the Renmin University of 
China said that the Pakistani 
government has realized the 
importance of infrastructure 
construction for its econom-
ic development and employ-
ment, which is a "fundamen-
tal change."
"Infrastructure projects like 
hydropower were not given 

that much attention as early 
as 2018 when the govern-
ment valued projects relat-
ed to people's livelihood 
more," said Zhou.
Compared with coal power 
and thermal power, the hy-
dropower projects signed 
with the two Chinese firms 
will help reduce Pakistan's 
over-dependence on imported 
fuel, save costs, and provide 
green energy to help improve 
its environment, he noted. 
"More importantly, as the pro-
jects pick up, it will create a 
large number of jobs for local 
people during the construc-
tion process," Zhou said.
From the perspective of la-
bor and employment, since 
the start of the CPEC, more 
than 75,000 direct jobs and 
200,000 indirect jobs have 
been created for Pakistani 
people, increasing the aver-
age income in Pakistan by 
23 percent, data showed.

Hydropower projects take CPEC 
program into full swing: experts

Protests 
against 

Thai govt
DNA

BANGKOK: Defying a coro-
navirus ban on large gath-
erings, thousands of mainly 
young people converged 
on Bangkok's Democracy 
Monument late Saturday to 
demand the government's 
resignation. Protesters al-
lege freedoms have been 
disappearing under former 
army chief turned prime 
minister, Prayuth Chan-
ocha, who came to power in 
a coup in 2014. Opposition to 
his military-stacked adminis-
tration has been growing 
in recent months, and the 
worsening state of the pan-
demic-hit economy has only 
added to public anger. "How 
can we be OK with the lack 
of democracy like this?" stu-
dent activist Tattep Ruang-
prapaikit asked the crowd.

Turkish police detain 27 people 
ISTANBUL: Turkish police said on Sunday they had de-
tained 27 people with links to the Daesh militant group 
whom they suspect were preparing for an attack.
Police said they had learned that the people had been or-
dered to carry out an attack in retaliation for social media 
posts that insulted Prophet Muhammad. The operation tar-
geted addresses in 15 districts of Istanbul, police said.
Daesh has conducted numerous attacks across Turkey, in-
cluding on a nightclub in Istanbul on Jan. 1, 2017 in which 
39 people were killed, and a bombing in the city’s historic 
heart that killed 12 in 2016. – DNA


