
Unity need 
of the hour: 
Dr Arif Alvi

DNA
ISLAMABAD: President Dr 

Arif Alvi has 
strongly con-
demned the 
target killing 
of Maulana 
Adil Khan of 

Jamia Farooqia in Karachi.
In a condolence message, 
he said that enemies of 
country will not succeed 
in their nefarious designs 
against Pakistan and the 
killers will soon be brought 
to justice. He said that uni-
ty and harmony are the 
need of the hour.
Expressing deep sorrow 
and grief over the incident 
and sympathy with family, 
the President prayed for 
high ranks to the departed 
soul and strength of family 
to bear the irreparable loss.

Cleric murder 
work of 
enemies
Abid Raza

RAWALPINDI: Chief of 
Army Staff 
(COAS) Gen-
eral Qamar 
Javed Baj-
wa strongly 
condemned 

Maulana Adil Khan’s as-
sassination, terming it “an 
attempt to foment unrest 
by Pakistan’s enemies”. In 
a tweet on Sunday, the DG 
ISPR tweeted that the army 
chief had expressed grief 
over the killing and had 
directed all-out support to 
civil administration to bring 
the criminals to justice.
“Expressing grief on 
assassination of renowned 
religious scholar Maulana 
Adil in Karachi, #COAS 
strongly condemned the 
incident and termed it an

Continued on Page 06

‘Armenia violating 
ceasefire accord’

DNA / News Desk

BAKU: Azerbaijan’s Foreign 
Ministry has issued a state-
ment on Armenia’s violating 
the agreement on a human-
itarian ceasefire. “Despite 
the agreement reached 
during the meeting of the 
Foreign Ministers of the 
Republic of Azerbaijan and 
the Republic of Armenia in 
Moscow with the mediation 
of the Russian Federation, 
to observe a humanitarian 
ceasefire from 12:00 pm on

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador  of Switzerland Bénédict de Cerjat presenting credentials 
to President of Afghanistan Ashraf Ghani. Ambassador Benedict is Swiss 

ambassador to Pakistan as well. DNA

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: European Union (EU) 
Ambassador Androulla Kaminara has 
said the European Union (EU) had a 
principled position against the death 
penalty in all the circumstances and for 
all the cases that it was unnecessary.
Addressing an event on the eve of 
world day against the death penalty, 
she said, “There is no valid scientific 
evidence to support that the death 
penalty deters crime more effectively 
than other punishments. Instead, it is 
the certainty of being caught and pun-
ished that serves as a deterrent and of 
course actions to prevent such crimes 
from happening in the first place.
The EU ambassador said,“The call 

for the death penalty might come 
from an impulse in reaction to a 
horrific crime. But as a society, we 

need to reflect deeper on what jus-
tice really means and what needs to 
be done for such crimes not to hap-
pen again. The performance that 
premiered today invites us to enter 
this discussion.”
Meanwhile, Federal Minister for Law 
and Justice Barrister Dr Muhammad 
Farogh Naseem said implementing the 
law regarding criminal justice system 
in Pakistan was a complicated issue 
due to some cultural and social taboos 
and needed improvement.
The people in general were not sat-
isfied and had expectations from the 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf government 
to bring changes in the law so that the 
accused should not get scot-free, he 
said while speaking as a chief guest.

Continued on Page 06

No scientific evidence to support 
death penalty, says EU envoy

Immediately after the establishment of a 
humanitarian ceasefire, the Armenian forces 

fired on Aghdam and Tartar regions of Azerbaijan

PML-N 
candidates 

for GB 
elections

Fiaz Ch.
 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Mus-
lim League Nawaz (PML-N) 
has announced 18 candidates 
for Gilgit-Baltistan elections. 
The announcement was 
made by PML-N Central 
General Secretary Ahsan 
Iqbal. 18 party candidates 
will contest in Gilgit-Baltistan 
elections. Hafeez-ur-Rehman 
from Constituency-2 Gilgit-2, 
Zulfiqar from Constituency-3 
Gilgit-3 and Engineer Arif 
from Constituency-4 Nagar 
will be the candidates.
Besides, Sajjad from Con-
stituency 5 Nagar 2, Rehan 
Shah from Constituency 6 
Hunza, Akbar Taban from 
Constituency 7 Skardu, En-
gineer Shabbir from Con-
stituency 11 Khurramang, 
Tahir Shugri from Constit-
uency 12 Shigar and Far-
man Ali from Constituency 
13 Astor One. Abdul Wajid 
from Constituency 15 Dia-
mer One, Anwar from Con-
stituency 16 Diamer Two, 
Saddar Alam from Constit-
uency 17 Diamer Three, 

Continued on Page 06
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No scientific evidence to 
support death penalty, 
says EU Ambassador

Amb. Paudyal 
made Nepal 
Foreign Secy
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Govt heading 
towards right 

direction: Shibli
‘FATF should 
blacklist India’

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Former In-
terior Minister Senator Re-
hman Malik has said that 
there are ISIS camps in the 
Indian cities of Karnataka 
and Kerala. He said that 40 
banks in India were involved 
in money laundering, is this 
not visible to FATF. Talking 
to media in Islamabad, Re-
hman Malik said that the 
agents of Indian intelligence 
agency “RAW” have been 
talking a lot against me on 
social media since yesterday.
Rehman Malik demanded 
that the FATF should black-
list India. The world has 
also confirmed that India 
and Modi government was 
financing ISIS. He advised 
the government that there 
was ample of evidence 
against India and it should 
go to FATF against India, 
silence won t do anything.

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Information and Broad-
casting, Senator Shibli 
Faraz Sunday said the 
government was taking 
all-possible measures to 
alleviate the inflation in or-
der to reduce poverty.
“Prime Minister Imran 
Khan and his team were 
working efficiently to en-
sure good governance, 
rule of law, improve the 
living standard of common 
man and to streamline the 
system for getting desir-
ous results,” he expressed 
these views while talking 
to a private news channel.
The minister said that the 
previous governments had 
left redundant system, 
fragile economy by taking 
huge foreign loans and 
given subsidy to mafia on 
wheat, sugar etc which put 
the country downward.

After getting the status 
of elected government, 
he said that  Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) gov-
ernment had cleaned up 
all of the corruption-relat-
ed mess and initiated its 
work from zero.
“Now all of the things 
heading towards right di-
rection,” he said.
He lauded the role of Ti-
ger Force, working along 
with different administra-
tors, to control the infla-
tion. – APP

The minister said that the 
previous governments had  

left redundant system

Ambassador 
Paudyal 

made Nepal 
Foreign Secy

 

Ansar Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Bharat Raj 
Paudyal a former Nepal am-
bassador to Pakistan and 
senior diplomat has been ap-
pointed as the Foreign Sec-
retary of Nepal. Mr. Paudyal 
served in Pakistan as ambas-
sador for almost four years.
From Pakistan he went back 
to Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
as Director General. Now 
he has been made the For-
eign Secretary. Ambassasdor 
Paudyal left Pakistan in April 
2016.  While leaving Pakistan 
he had termed his stay excel-
lent and found Pakistan a great 
place to live and work. Due to 
his benign nature he made a 
lot of friends in Pakistan. 

Opp should not bring 
political instability: FM

Saifullah

ISLAMABAD: Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi has impressed 
upon the opposition par-
ties to avoid attempts to 
bring political instability in 
the country pleading that it 
will benefit none.
Addressing the inaugural 
ceremonies of different 
projects in Multan, he said 
the elements who are crit-
icizing the national insti-

tutions will not serve the 
purpose of protecting the 
national interests.
The Foreign Minister said 
these elements are making 

anti-Pakistan forces happy 
through their unwise ap-
proach and statements. Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi said we 
are proud of our institutions 
and their performance. He 
said we are also proud of Pa-
kistan armed forces.
He said that government 
had invited the opposition to 
jointly thrash out proposals 
for free, fair and transparent 
elections in Gilgit Baltistan, 
but they refused. Turning 
to Indian Illegally Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir.
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PM finalizes 
plan against 

inflation
A.M.Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan 
is likely to announce his plan of action and 
other important decisions against rising in-
flation in the country today. According to 
details, government has decided to use all 
resources against inflation in the country. 
PM Imran Khan has decided to once again 
use services of volunteers of Tiger Force 
for identification of hoarders and consulta-
tions with Special Assistant to Prime Min-
ister on Youth Affairs (SAPM) Usman Dar 
have been completed in this regard.
Earlier, Prime Minister Imran Khan Saturday 
announced that, starting next week, his gov-
ernment will use all the resources at disposal 
of the state to bring down skyrocketing prices 
of essential food items in the country.
“Starting Monday in the coming week, our 
government will use all resources at the 
disposal of the state to bring food prices 
down,” PM Imran Khan tweeted. The PM 
said the government is already examining 
the reasons behind the recent hike in the 
prices of food items. He said the govern-
ment is investigating if there is a genuine 
supply shortage, hoarding by mafias, smug-
gling or a rise in international prices.

Govt has decides to use all resources 
against inflation in the country

‘Tiger force to 
check prices’

Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan 
Sunday asked the volunteers of the Prime 
Minister’s Tiger Force to regularly check 
the prices of eatables and post on their por-
tal for discussion on upcoming Saturday. 
On Twitter, the prime minister said that he 
would be meeting the volunteers on coming 
Saturday at Convention Center. “From now 
till then I want our Tiger Force to regular-
ly check prices of daal, atta, sugar, ghee in 
their localities & post on Tiger Force por-
tal,” he said also sharing the portal link ac-
cessible at http://tigerforce.gov.pk. He said 
he would be discussing with them the mat-
ter of eatables’ prices on Saturday (Oct 17).
Eariler, in another tweet on Saturday (Oct 
10), the prime minister had resolved that his 
government would use all the resources at 
state’s disposal to bring down food prices.  
He said from next week, the government 
would have its strategy in place and action 
would begin using all state organisations and 
resources to bring down food prices.

Pak lauds Azerbaijan-
Armenia ceasefire 

Naveed Miraj / DNA
ISLAMABAD: The recently announced ceasefire be-
tween Azerbaijan and Armenia is a positive development 
for peace and stability. We hope that the humanitarian 
conditions agreed upon by the parties would be hon-
oured. Pakistan believes that sustainable peace between 
the two parties would depend on the complete and com-
prehensive implementation of the UN Security Council 
resolutions and withdrawal of Armenian forces from 
Azerbaijani territories. In this endeavor, Pakistan will 
continue to stand by the brotherly nation of Azerbaijan.86 fresh cases  

in Islamabad
Staff Report / DNA

ISLAMABAD: National Command and Operation Center 
(NCOC) on Coronavirus Sunday said that 86 new COV-
ID-19 cases were reported from the federal capital dur-
ing last 24 hours. According to an official of NCOC, as 
many as 88 cases were reported last day while so far total 
17,296 cases were reported from the federal capital.
He said that 188 deaths were reported from Islamabad 
Capital Territory (ICT) while 16,319 patients had been 
recovered completely. 
Meanwhile, sources from Pakistan Institute of Medical 
Sciences (PIMS) confirmed reporting of corona cases in 
doctors and other supporting medical staff of the hospital. 
They added the hospital administration had directed its 
staff to strictly follow SOPs.

Ambassador Androulla Kaminara says call for 
death penalty might come from an impulse

Nihal Miraj

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Planning and Development 
Asad Umar has expressed 
concerns over rising cases of 
COVID-19, saying that the gov-
ernment has started imposing 
smart lock down again to con-
tain spread of the pandemic.
In a tweet on Sunday, he said 
during previous six weeks, 
the average positivity ratio 
of COVID was under two 
percent, however in the out-
going week, the positivity 
rate went above two percent. 
Asad Umar said in order to 
avoid the increase in coro-
navirus cases in the country,

Continued on Page 06

Govt raises concerns 
over growing cases
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Rs 1.4bln 

disbursed 
under KJP

ISLAMABAD: The govern-
ment has so far disbursed 
soft loans amounting to Rs 
1.4 billion among qualified 
entrepreneurs under the 
Youth Entrepreneurship 
Scheme (YES) of Prime 
Minister’s Kamyab Jawan 
Programme.
Out of the total disbursed 
loans, at least 30 per cent 
were given to women and 
the male entrepreneurs re-
ceived around 70 per cent, 
an official of the office of 
Special Assistant to the 
Prime Minister on Youth 
Affairs Muhammad Usman 
Dar told APP on Sunday. 
He said Prime Minister 
Imran Khan had recent-
ly directed the banks for 
expediting the loans’ dis-
bursement process so that 
the youth could play their 
due role in the national de-
velopment. The official said 
the ‘YES’ had been playing 
a critical role in promoting 
small businesses in the 
country. Besides, it helped 
spur economic activities 
and jobs creation, especially 
in times of the coronavirus 
pandemic. The ‘YES’ was 
launched under the ban-
ner of Kamyab Jawan Pro-
gramme in October last year 
with the seed allocation of 
Rs 100 billion and a two-tier 
disbursement mechanism 
for the loans, under which 
Rs 100,000 to Rs 500,000 
and Rs 0.5 million to Rs 5 
million were given to each 
successful applicant.
He said the mark-up rates on 
the initial two tiers had also 
been halved from six per cent 
and eight per cent to three 
per cent and four per cent 
respectively. – APP

38% construction 
work of Mangi 

Dam completed
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Around 38 
percent of the construction 
work of Mangi Dam at a cost 
of Rs 9334 million has done 
to ensure the provision of 
drinking water in the areas 
of Balochistan.  The feasibil-
ity report of Burj Aziz Khan 
Dam, Babar Kachh Dam and 
Halak Storage Dam projects 
is being prepared which 
would provide clean drink-
ing water to Quetta city and 
surrounding areas.
Talking to APP, an official 
of the Balochistan govern-
ment said the government 
had allocated Rs 14,467 
million for the execution of 
98 ongoing projects of PHE 
department while 491 new 
projects costing Rs 8151 
million were also included 
in the current year’s Public 
Sector Development Pro-
gramme (PSDP). He said 
these schemes included 
Kahchi Plain Water Sup-
ply Scheme Phase II, 
CDWA Project with Solar 
System Phase II, Solariza-
tion of 250 Water Supply 
Schemes, Collection of 
Bills and Establishment 
of Software and Computer 
Cell for Consumer Data-
base, Drinking Water Fea-
sibility study for construc-
tion of small and medium 
sized dams, completion 
of Quetta Water Supply 
and Environment Project 
scheme, installation of 
water supply scheme and 
filtration plants and estab-
lishment of water quality 
and surveillance system.

Tandoor 
owners 

likely to hike 
roti price

DNA
LAHORE: The owners of tan-
doors have started planning 
to increase the price of Roti 
and have taken a stand that 
they are suffering from severe 
financial crisis due to the flour 
crisis. According to sources, 
the United Nan-Roti Associa-
tion has called an emergency 
meeting in this regard on Mon-
day. Tandoor owners said that 
a bag of 20kg flour for Rs860 
is not available anywhere. Mill 
owners have also increased 
the rates of fine flour and sack 
is available at Rs 6,000. Tan-
door owners have said that 
they cannot sell Roti at Rs8 in 
such circumstances. The gov-
ernment should allow the sale 
of Roti at reasonable rates. 
Meanwhile, a meeting was 
held at the Chief Secretary s 
Office under the chairmanship 
of Provincial Minister for In-
dustries Mian Aslam Iqbal in 
which the prices of flour and 
sugar, availability and perfor-
mance of price control magis-
trates were reviewed.

Pakistan condemns unabated 
Indian state terrorism in IIOJK

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Sun-
day strongly condemned una-
bated Indian state-terrorism 
and extra-judicial killings of 
innocent Kashmiris in fake “en-
counters” and so-called “cor-
don-and-search” operations in 
Indian Illegally Occupied Jam-
mu and Kashmir (IIOJK). 
According to Foreign Office 
spokesperson, over three hun-
dred Kashmiris, including wom-
en and children, had been mar-

tyred by the Indian occupation 
forces during the last one year.
“Four more young Kashmiris 
were martyred in Kulgam and 
Pulwama districts in IIOJK yes-
terday. A 14-year old boy was 
seriously injured in the illegal 
and inhuman military crack-
down,” he added.
He said India must realise that 
use of brutal force against 
Kashmiri people, including ex-
tra-judicial killings, custodial 
torture and deaths, forced dis-
appearances, incarceration of 
Kashmiri leadership and youth, 

use of pellet guns, destruction 
of houses to inflict ‘collective 
punishment’ on the Kashmiri 
communities, and other meth-

ods of subjugation have failed 
in the past and would not suc-
ceed in the future.
The spokespersons aid the in-
digenous resistance movement 
of the Kashmiris for their in-
alienable right to self-deter-
mination, as enshrined in the 
relevant UN Security Council 
Resolutions, would only be-
come stronger in the face of 
Indian state-terrorism.
“Pakistan calls upon the inter-
national community, including 
the United Nations, human 
rights organizations and the 

global media, to take full cog-
nizance of the consistently 
aggravating situation in IIOJK 
and hold India accountable for 
egregious human rights viola-
tions and war crimes in the oc-
cupied territory,” he said.
He also urged the world 
community to work for 
peaceful resolution of the 
Jammu and Kashmir dispute in 
accordance with the relevant 
UNSC Resolutions and wishes 
of the Kashmiri people for 
durable peace and stability of 
the region.

‘Govt to 
purchase 8 
lakh tons of 

wheat’
DNA

PESHAWAR: Special As-
sistant to Chief Minister 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
on Information Kam-
ran Khan Bangash has 
said the government 
has decided to purchase 
eight-hundred thousand 
tons of wheat to ensure 
provision of the commod-
ity to the masses.
Speaking at a news brief-
ing in Peshawar, the Spe-
cial Assistant said con-
cerned departments are 
working to ensure wheat 
is available to people at 
government rates.
He said provincial gov-
ernment is taking con-
crete steps for the revival 
of the historic glory of 
Peshawar and Chief Min-
ister Mahmood Khan is 
personally monitoring 
the ‘Peshawar Revival 
Plan’ to preserve ancient 
sites of the city to their 
original status.
The Special Assistant 
said the government is 
also putting in efforts 
to develop the tribal dis-
tricts to bring them at par 
with the settled districts 
and speedy work is being 
carried out on several 
projects there.

PTI to launch 
campaign in 

Sindh 
DNA

KARACHI: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) gov-
ernment has decided to give 
tough time to Pakistan Dem-
ocratic Movement (PDM) 
protests by launching cam-
paign across the Sindh.
The campaign will be 
launched in Karachi and 
other parts of the province, 
sources said and added that 
PTI is also considering hold-
ing public gatherings in big-
ger cities of Sindh.
Governor Sindh Imran Is-
mail and Opposition Leader 
in Sindh Assembly Firdous 
Shamim Naqvi will lead the 
campaign, sources privy to 
the development said.
Teams of members in Na-
tional and provincial assem-
blies have also been formed 
in this regard. On Wednes-
day, Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz Vice Pres-
ident Maryam Nawaz had 
said that the Pakistan Dem-
ocratic Movement (PDM) – 
a multiparty alliance of the 
opposition will hold its first 
rally in Gujranwala on Oc-
tober 16. Talking to media 
along with the JUI-F delega-
tion, who called the PML-N 
leaders here in Jati Umra, 
Maryam Nawaz had said 
that the opposition parties 
first rally would be held in 
Gujranwala and she would 
also extend an invitation 
to Pakistan Peoples Party 
(PPP) leader Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari to attend the rally.

Four shot 
dead over ‘old 

enmity’ in 
Kohat

DNA
KOHAT: Four people were 
gunned down on Sunday in 
Kohat over what police be-
lieve was “old enmity”. 
According to police, four 
persons died on the spot 
when unknown suspects 
fired shots at their vehicle 
in Gambit’s Nakbund area.
Upon receiving word of the 
incident, the police rushed 
to the spot. The bodies were 
shifted to Civil Hospital in 
Gambat.  Police said that 
an initial probe showed that 
the murder was carried out 
“due to old enmity”.
They added that the search 
for the culprits is underway.

PPP busy in 
conspiracies: 

Khurrum 
Sher  

DNA
KARACHI: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) Ka-
rachi president Khurrum 
Sher Zaman on Sunday has 
said that Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) is busy in do-
ing conspiracies. While 
talking to media, the PTI 
leader said that hatred 
against the federal govern-
ment is being spread in the 
hearts of the people.
Its the responsibility of 
provincial governments 
to control the prices, he 
added. Khurrum Sher 
Zaman further alleged 
Sindh government of hid-
ing the wheat to create 
artificial need. 
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The spokespersons aid the indigenous resistance movement of the Kashmiris for their 
inalienable right to self-determination, as enshrined in the relevant UN Security Council 

Resolutions, would only become stronger in the face of Indian state-terrorism

Nausheen urges public to take part in 
3rd phase Covid-19 vaccine trials

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Parliamentary 
Secretary, National Health 
Services Regulations and Co-
ordination Nausheen Hamid 
Sunday said over 10,000 peo-
ple would be volunteered to 
take part in COVID-19 vaccine 
trials in country thus helping to 
speed up efforts to discover a 
safe and effective vaccine.
Talking to PTV news channel, 
she urged the general pub-
lic to take part in third phase 
Covid-19 vaccine clinical trials 
which is continued in Shifa In-
ternational Hospital in Islama-
bad. She said getting 100,000 

volunteers on board is a great 
start but we need many more 
people from many different 
backgrounds that we can call 
on for future studies if we are 
to find a vaccine quickly to pro-
tect those who need it against 
coronavirus. The third phase 
vaccine trials are free of charge 
for any citizen living in coun-
try, she added.
She further explained that the 
Pakistan has already started 
stage three clinical trials of a 
China-made vaccine for COV-
ID-19 with the assistance of 
China and this vaccine will 
be administered to 8,000 to 
10,000 volunteers across the 
country and its final results are 

expected to come out in about 
six months. She said the trial 
of the vaccine is a vital step for 
Pakistan because it will help 
in the capacity building of the 
country to prepare vaccines 
against other viral diseases, 
adding, within few days these 
clinical trails will further ex-
pand to other cities.
Replying to a question, she 
urged the nation to wear face 
masks in public to avoid a spike 
in coronavirus infections, say-
ing there were concerns that 
“onset of winter” could result 
in a second wave.
She said the number of active 
Covid-19 cases has been in-
creasing in the country, adding, 

public cooperation is impera-
tive to stop the spread of coro-
navirus and people will have to 
be more cautious because they 
can remain safe from this virus 
by following the necessary pre-
cautions. She said that the ad-
ministration would be left with 
no option but to seal more local-
ities if the violations of standard 
operating procedures (SOPs) 
devised to control the pandem-
ic were not stopped. Answering 
another question, she said Paki-
stan is rapidly increasing its ca-
pacity to strengthen the health 
sector to cope with coronavirus 
pandemic by setting up 150 new 
labs, manufacturing local ventila-
tors, testing kits and protective 

kits. She said it is appreciable 
that now we are making our own 
personal protective equipment 
(PPE) in Pakistan. She also ap-
preciated the help of Chinese 
government that the Chinese 
support reaffirms that being 
Iron brothers and all-weather 
friends, Pakistan and China 
have always helped each oth-
er in times of need. She ex-
pressed disappointment over 
people’s ignoring protective 
measures after the government 
eased restrictions, and once 
again urged them to follow the 
SOPs to curb rising Covid-19 
cases, because failure to do so 
would prompt the government 
to reimpose lockdown.

DNA

LAHORE: Special Assistant 
to Prime Minister on Inter-
faith Harmony Maulana Mu-
hammad Tahir Mehmood 
Ashrafi has said that India 
is using Afghanistan land 
against Pakistan and the 
ulema. Addressing a press 
conference here on Sunday, 
he condemned the murder 
of renown religious scholar 
Maulana Adil Khan.
He said that 90 per cent an-
ti-Pakistan social media ac-
tivists were originating from 
India from where they were 
running social media trends 
against Pakistan. He said 
that anti-state elements at-
tempted to manage riots in 

Pakistan before Muharram, 
but the Ulema had failed 
their nefarious plan,adding 
that some people had been 
arrested who were trying 
to target Ulema on India’s 
dictation. He said that the 
Sindh government should 
have provided security to 
Maulana Adil Khan. Ashrafi 
said that the current situa-
tion and future strategy was 
discussed in a meeting with 
Interior Minister Brigadier 
(Retd) Ijaz Ahmad Shah on 
Sunday.  He said that Ulema 
board had decided 106 cas-
es so far, adding that people 
should stand against those 
who deliver sectarian speech-
es. He said that a delegation 
of ulema of all sects was go-
ing to Karachi on Monday.

RAWALPINDI. President ICCI Yasir Ilyas presenting a souvenir to Station 
Commander Rawalpindi, Brig. Ijaz Qamar. – DNA

India using Afghan 
land against 

Pakistan: Ashrafi

LAHORE: Special Assiatnt to Prime Minister on religious harmony, Maulana 
Tahir Ashrafi addressing a press conference. – DNA

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chairman 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
Islamic Political Par-
ty, Mohammad Yousuf 
Naqash has said that 
unresolved Kashmir 
dispute was a threat 
to the global peace. 
He said the illegal and 
forced subjugation and 
unabated oppression 
unleashed by India was 
a dangerous situation 
and can have disastrous 
repercussions on the 
world peace, Kashmir 
Media Service report-

ed. He said the Kashmir 
dispute, which is human 
and political in nature, 
continued to unleash 
miseries and death and 
destruction for the sub-
jugated people of the 
territory under a well-
hatched plan by India 
to deny and suppress 
the inalienable right 
to self determination 
of the people. Yousuf 
Naqash said the dispute, 
hindering the peace and 
development prospects in 
South Asia, was not a bor-
der issue but about deter-
mining the future of IIO-
JK and India’s arrogance, 

stubborn attitude and 
denial of inalienable right 
had converted the beau-
tiful territory into a hell. 
He deplored the Kashmi-
ri people only witnessed 
fake encounters killings, 
custodial killings, target 
killings, arrest, torture 
and incarceration of 
loved ones regardless of 
age and gender and the 
oppressive tactics were 
increasing with every 
passing day. He added 
the people in the territo-
ry had resolved to contin-
ue the ongoing freedom 
movement till it reached 
its logical conclusion.

Unresolved Kashmir dispute 
threat to world peace: Naqash
He said the illegal and forced subjugation 

and unabated oppression unleashed by India 
was a dangerous situation 

No action 
against  PML-N 

leaders in 
sedation case

LAHORE: Investigation of 
case number 3033/20 regis-
tered against Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
leadership has been started by 
the special investigation team 
set up on orders of IG Punjab 
Inam Ghani. Investigating ac-
cording to its TORs, the Spe-
cial Investigation Team firstly 
recorded the statement of the 
plaintiff. In view of the FIR 
and the statement of the plain-
tiff, the Special Investigation 
Team has expunged sections 
121A, 123A, 124 and 153A 
for being inconsistent with the 
text of the FIR. The Special 
Investigation Team, taking the 
plaintiff’s statement, two video 
statements and the FIR into 
account, decided not to take 
further action against those 
accused of supporting the two 
speeches due to lack of evi-
dence. – DNA

PESHAWAR: Blessed with 
varieties of soils, ecological 
zones and climate condi-
tions, Pakistan is a unique 
country with over 4.4 mil-
lion hectares of suitable 
land for plantation of olive 
trees. If utilized properly 
it can prove a harbinger to 
make Pakistan self-suffi-
cient in edible oil’s produc-
tion. “The most suitable 
climate conditions, quality 
soil and ecological diversi-
ty have made Pakistan an 
attractive country for com-
mercial cultivation of olives 
on about 4.4 million hec-
tares areas in Punjab, KP, 
Balochistan and Erstwhile 
Fata,” said Muhammad 
Tariq, National Project Di-
rector, Promotion of Olive 
Trees Cultivation on Com-
mercial Scale (POTCCS), 

Pakistan Agriculture and 
Research Center (PARC), 
Ministry of Food Security 
and Research, Islamabad 
while talking to APP. 
Olive trees’ plantation has 
been restarted at large-scale 
in Potohar region of Punjab, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, erst-
while Fata, Balochistan, 
Azad Kashmir and Gilgit 
Baltistan after substantial 
decrease of coronavirus cas-
es, he said. The country’s 
political dispensation came 
to realize to reclaim vast 
unutilized land through the 
plantation of over three mil-
lion olive trees in five years 
auguring well to overcome 
the looming threats of food 
security and poverty espe-
cially in rural areas, which 
are largely dependent on 
agriculture. – APP

Olive cultivation: A 
key to strengthen 

economy
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ISLAMABAD: The next Sci-
ence and Technology (S&T) 
Summit of the Organization 
of Islamic Countries (OIC) 
would be held online in 
early December due to the 
continuing pandemic situ-
ation and organized by the 
Government of the United 
Arab Emirates.
This was revealed by the As-
sistant Secretary General 
(S&T) of the OIC, Ambas-
sador Askar Mussinov while 
addressing the Steering 
Committee for Implementa-
tion of the OIC Science and 
Technology Agenda com-
prising the Heads of 12 OIC 
organs in an online meeting 
organized by COMSTECH.
He stated that the Summit 
would provide an opportuni-
ty for the member States to 

reaffirm their national com-
mitments towards coopera-
tion in science and technol-
ogy and for strengthening 
actions at the science-policy 
interface. The Coordinator 
General of COMSTECH, 
Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal Choud-
hary, shared with the mem-
bers that the 1st Summit 
was held in 2017 in Astana, 
Kazakhstan, and had ap-
proved a vision and broad 
plans for a ten-year agenda 
of scientific and technologi-
cal development of the OIC 
member states. This Agen-
da, known as the STI Agenda 
2026, has been developed 
further by COMSTECH as a 
series of action programs and 
initiatives for major priority 
areas such as food security, 
health and medicine, skilled 
manpower development, and 
frontier areas of science and 
technology etc.

Second OIC Summit 
on S&T in December
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E&T dept digitizes 
tax payment system 

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Excise and Taxation (E&T) De-
partment has launched an online payment system, aimed at 
enabling the vehicle owners to pay their token tax, registra-
tion and transfer fees from any part of the country through 
e-banking and other digital mode of transactions.
Talking to APP, E&T Director  Bilal Azam said, “This is 
a step forward for converting the E&T operations into 
one-window facility by 2021 under Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s ‘Digital Pakistan’ vision.” Bilal said, “From onwards, 
around 1.1 million vehicles’ owners need not to visit the 
E&T office as they can submit their token tax, registration 
and transfer fees through ATM (automated teller machine), 
debit cards and e-banking after registering themselves at the 
‘City Islamabad App’. The director said the vehicle owners 
had been giving overwhelming response as a large number of 
owners had started making  their vehicles related payments 
through multiple financial institutions such as Allied Bank, 
Askari Bank, First Micro Finance Bank, Habib Bank Limited, 
Meezan Bank and others. – APP

Rice traders 
organize 
sessions

ISLAMABAD: The top 
rice traders has organized 
the workshops for educat-
ing the 1000 rice trans-
planters families and their 
children on Child Rights 
and to create awareness 
for their personal health, 
hygiene and Prevention 
from COVID-19 pandemic.
The top rice trader of the 
country, RPL organized 
20 awareness sessions on 
“Child Rights and Personal 
Health and Hygiene” for rice 
transplanter’s families in  dif-
ferent region of the Punjab 
province, said a press release 
issued here on Sunday. In last 
session the series of aware-
ness session, the Project 
Officer RPL, Rizwan Ali high-
lighted the different aspects 
children health and threats 
and also delivered a lecture 
on child rights. – APP
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18kg heroin
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ISLAMABAD: The Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) Intel-
ligence Wing on a tip-off 
recovered 18kg of heroin 
from a vehicle on Sunday in 
Islamabad.
The action was taken near 
Toll Plaza at Islamabad mo-
torway. During the search of 
the vehicle packets of hero-
in concealed in the CNG cyl-
inder were recovered.
Three persons including a 
woman traveling in the vehi-
cle were taken into custody. 
Furthermore, it was learned 
that accused were use to 
selling narcotics in Lahore, 
Faisalabad and Sialkot.
Earlier on January 22, A 
team of Anti-Narcotics 
Force seized 142kg of nar-
cotics from two vehicles at 
GT Road. 
As per details, the ANG 
intelligence wing thwarted 
a bid to smuggle 58 kg of 
hashish and 84 kg opium in 
raids at two vehicles at the 
GT Road. 
Anti-Narcotics Force spokes-
person said the smugglers 
fled away from the scene, 
however, the vehicles and 
the narcotics were seized by 
the team.
The narcotics were being 
smuggled to Punjab from 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, said 
the Anti-Narcotics Force 
spokesperson. 

OPF students 
get over Rs 

16.5m subsidy 
ISLAMABAD: The Over-
seas Pakistanis Foundation 
(OPF) has spent an amount 
of Rs 16.57 million to grant 
20 per cent concession in 
monthly tuition fee to the 
students, enrolled in its 
schools and colleges across 
the country.
The subsidy was given to 
the students in pursuance 
of the federal and provincial 
governments’ orders about 
20 per cent reduction in tui-
tion fee, owing to economic 
impact of coronavirus pan-
demic on a layman, said an 
official of the OPF.
Talking to APP, he said 
currently around 25 ed-
ucational institutions of 
the OPF were functional 
across the country. 
Due to closure of edu-
cational institutions in 
the wake of coronavirus 
pandemic, online classes 
were initiated in all the 
OPF educational institu-
tions. – APP

IIUI holds 
brainstorming 

session 
ISLAMABAD: International 
Islamic University Islama-
bad (IIUI) has organized a 
brainstorming session on 
university’s organogram 
where Vice Presidents, 
Deans, DGs, faculty mem-
bers and administrative 
heads mulled over sug-
gestions, possibilities and 
recommendations for a re-
vamped organogram. 
The participants were divid-
ed in 30 groups each having 
representation from facul-
ties, administration and oth-
er relevant departments.
The groups were given 
three options of proposed 
organograms of which they 
came up with their views. 
In the second phase of the 
activity, each group mem-
ber elaborated the chosen 
models and apprised of 
suggestions.  
The activity was chaired by 
IIUI President, Dr. Hathal 
bin Homoud Al-Otaibi who 
encouraged active participa-
tion with a vow to take IIUI 
to new hieghts of progress.
Talking about the progress 
of IIUI and its bright future, 
he told that custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques had 
decided to build a grand 
mosque at the university.
He thanked for his keen in-
terest in the meeting the in-
frastructural needs of IIUI.
Dr. Hathal said this brain 
storming activity was first 
step towards preparing 
strategic plan with the con-
sultation of stakeholders as 
it would be prepared in the 
light of their intellect and 
experience.
The IIUI president stressed 
that participation of all rel-
evant officials was pivotal, 
adding that it was the tran-
sitional phase for takeoff 
approach in future. – APP

Cotton crop can contribute 
significantly to progress  
The cotton under cultivation area and production declined significantly, 

as growers shifted from cotton to sugarcane and maize so its output 
slashed from 15 million bales to 8 million bales

DNA

ISLAMABAD: FPCCI’s Busi-
nessmen Panel, Secretary Gen-
eral-Federal, Ahmad Jawad said 
cotton is a major cash crop of 
the country and can contribute 
significantly in the economic 
progress as well as agriculture 
sector development and prosper-
ity of farming community.
The cotton under cultivation 
area and production declined 
significantly, as growers shifted 
from cotton to sugarcane and 
maize so its output slashed from 
15 million bales to 8 million 

bales. In totality, this has caused 
losses to the tune of $36 billion 
over the last one decade.
While production of cotton in In-
dia, Brazil, USA and other coun-
tries have increased manifold 
but it was on decline in Pakistan. 
Because of importing cotton from 
abroad, the cost of the textile 
sector increased by 6 percent so 
this sector became uncompetitive 
compared to other countries.
“Substandard seeds and pesti-
cides may hit the agriculture 
sector this year as well; cotton 
crop is one of the novel example 
in this regard,”
It noted this was the second con-

secutive year that cotton growers 
seemed worried, as substandard 
seeds had again flooded local 
markets, especially in Sindh.
The government to offer special 
tariff concessions and give policy 
on the import of quality and viable 
seeds which may suitable to our 
soil conditions especially for cot-
ton crop until the PARC and the 
NARC becomes self-sufficient in 
the production of seeds.
Jawad also said that there was 
a need to take concrete action 
against fake seeds and pesticides 
because without improved qual-
ity of input the per acre yield 
could not be increased.

He lambasted the policies of differ-
ent governments and stated that 
the growers were forced to think 
why they should grow cotton. He 
said that Parliament passed a res-
olution to fix the support price of 
cotton but there was no attention 
from the government side.
Pakistan imported lint worth $9 
billion, lost lint production worth 
$8.3 billion, faced losses of above 
35 percent of cotton production 
value chain and losses accumulat-
ed due to loss in seed, feed meal. 
About oil and others in totality, Pa-
kistan faced losses of $36 billion 
because of reduced production in 
the last one decade.

Though the area of cotton under 
cultivation was standing at 3.4 
million hectares, which was now 
reduced to 2.3 million hectares 
so over one million area of culti-
vation decreased in the country.
He said we would have to focus 
on manufacturing because we had 
turned ourselves into trading na-
tion at the moment. He said that 
the self-reliance based on truth 
and accountability should be our 
objectives for all spheres of lives.
Jawad also urged the government 
to facilitate and incentivise cotton 
growers and bring back to the mar-
ket those growers who had opted 
for other profitable alternatives.

AIOU to 
organize 

2-day 
book fair

ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal 
Open University (AIOU) 
will organize a two-day book 
fair at the main campus of 
the university from October 
13. During the book fair, 21 
popular book selling compa-
nies and 4 publishers would 
display their books for the 
students and academia in 
the lawns adjacent to Block 
9. The books will be availa-
ble on the discounted prices 
for the students as well as 
other participants.
Vice Chancellor, AIOU, Prof 
Dr Zia Ul Qayyum, would in-
augurate the book fair.
The librarian, Shah Farukh, 
informed that the basic ob-
jective of this book fair was 
to  promote love for learn-
ing as well as develop books 
reading habits among the 
students.
Therefore, the participa-
tion in the book fair is free 
of cost. He, further, added 
that students, academia and 
researchers should partici-
pate and utilize the opportu-
nity fully. – APP

No shortage 
of flour in 

district
RAWALPINDI: District 
Food Controller Mazhar 
Hussain Baloch on Sunday 
said that there was no short-
age of flour in district.
Talking to media, he said 
that sufficient stock of 
flour was available and he 
dispelled the impression 
of shortage of flour in the 
district. The district officer 
told that Punjab govern-
ment had fixed the price of 
20-kg flour bag at Rs 860.
“No one will be allowed to 
sell overpriced flour in mar-
kets,” he added.
He made it clear that heavy 
fine would be imposed in-
volved in hoarding and cre-
ating artificial shortage of 
flour. “I will myself monitor 
the steps being taken for 
ensuring the regular sup-
ply of flour on fixed rates,” 
adding that no one would be 
allowed to exploit the mass-
es. – APP

Sheesha 
Center raided, 

12 held
RAWALPINDI: The police 
here on Sunday raided at 
`Sheesha Center’ in  jurisdic-
tion of Rawat police station 
and arrested 12 persons, a 
police spokesman said.
Following the information, 
Rawat Police carried out op-
eration in local housing so-
ciety and arrested Qalib Ab-
bas, Fawad Ahmed, Saeed 
Ahmed, Talha,Hamza, 
Nadeem, Tazeem, Furqan, 
Usman, Amir, Anwar zada 
and Mohsin. The police 
team also recovered eight 
`Huqqas’ loudspeakers and 
other smoking items from 
their possession.
The police registered sep-
arate cases against all of 
them and started inves-
tigation. It is to mention 
that anti-smoking drive has 
been launched in the city 
to ensure the implemen-
tation of anti-smoking law, 
2002. – APP

IESCO 
issues power 

schedule
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Electric Supply Company 
(IESCO)  Sunday issued 
a power suspension pro-
gramme for Monday for vari-
ous areas of its region due to 
necessary maintenance and 
routine development work.
According to IESCO Spokes-
man, the power supply of 
different feeders and grid 
stations would remain sus-
pended for the period from 
08:00 am to 12:00 pm, Jund 
Awan, Mangwal, Syed Kas-
ran, Danda Shah Bilawal, 
Kot Galla, Kariala, City, 
KRL, Faziya, Jinnah Camp, 
Al Noor, Falcon, CDA, FHS, 
I-8/4, Shakrial, Noor Moham-
mad, Kurry Road, Khurram 
Colony, Service Road, Tariq 
Shaheed, Muslim Town, 
Bani, Holy Family, Chakra, 
Sihala, RCCI -1, RCCI-2, 
RCCI-3, Azad Shaheed, Le-
htar Road, Khanna East, 
Highway, Tarlai, Iqbal Town, 
Alnoor Colony, CDA, Faziya, 
Angoori, Trait, Shahpur, Is-
lampura, N.C.I, Ahmedabad, 
Laila Town, Gadri, Jinnah 
Road Feeders, from 05:00am 
to 11:00am, Capt. Muham-
mad Akram Shaheed, Bakra-
la Feeders from 9:00 am to 
4:00 pm, G-15, G-15/1, Bha-
dana, G-15/4 Feeders and 
surrounding areas. – APP
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ISLAMABAD: An awareness-ses-
sion for the young engineers to 
highlight their responsibilities in 
promoting ‘Safety culture’ in car-
rying out construction and indus-
trial development was held here 
by Institution of Engineers, Paki-
stan Islamabad-Rawalpindi Centre 
(IEP-RIC).  It was the part of Con-
tinued Professional Development 

(CPD) being undertaken by the 
Center regularly. Engr. Dr. Kha-
war Naveed, Ex-Director General 
Nuclear Power Projects, PAEC 
was the Resource Person who 
shared his knowledge and experi-
ence with the graduate engineers 
on safety norms and SOPs.  
Engr. Ahmed Shamim, convener 
of CPD conducted the session 
that was attended by around six-
ty engineers. Also present on the 
occasion were chairman IEP-RIC, 

Engr. Hafiz M. Ehsan ul Haq Qazi, 
Secretary IEP-RIC Gp. Capt. ® 
Engr. Najamuddin and chairman 
building committee IEP Prof. Dr. 
Sharif Bhatti.      
It was an interactive get-to-gather 
as well of senior and young engi-
neers who spoke about the impor-
tance of safety protocol for avoid-
ing any mishap and loss of human 
life during operational process. 
They emphasized that all precau-
tionary and protective measures 

must be taken while executing en-
gineering job.  
Engr. Dr. Khawar Naveed referred 
to various fatal incidents that hap-
pened home and abroad due to 
lack of proper safety measures 
during construction process.  
He identified some common fea-
tures that have been the cause of 
misfortunes. He was of the view 
that the accidents could be avert-
ed by adopting necessary rules 
and adopting standard procedures 

at managerial and individual lev-
els.  Engr. Dr. Sharif Bhatti in his 
concluding remarks emphasized 
that the engineers while undertak-
ing their job must follow a well-de-
fined safety pattern.  
A positive attitude and caring hu-
man-behaviour could be helpful 
to check any untoward incident 
during the construction and de-
velopment. Safety culture could 
also well contribute to quality 
work, he added. 

Seminar stresses on well defined safety patterns
The seminar was an interactive get-to-gather as well of senior and young engineers who spoke about the 
importance of safety protocol for avoiding any mishap and loss of human life during operational process

ISLAMABAD: Sheikh Abdul Waheed, former president ICCI, Ahmad Hassan Mughal, Shehzad Abbasi, Muhammad Hussain 
and Saeed Khan presenting flower bouquet to President real estate association, on the occassion of joining Founder Unity 
Group. Zafar Bakhtawari, Chaudhry Zahid Rafiq, Abid Khan, Chaudhry Nadeem, Tahir Abbasi, Khalid Chaudhry, Waheed 

khan, Chaudhry Akram, Saqib AAbbasi, Nasir Chaudhry and Imran Bukhari are also present. – DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Feder-
al Capital may get its own 
WASA on the pattern of 
provinces as the govern-
ment is mulling to separate 
water and sanitation depart-
ments from the Capital De-
velopment Authority (CDA) 
due to the expanding civic 
needs in the city. 
“The government has writ-
ten a letter to the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) 
through Economic Affairs 
Division, seeking its tech-
nical assistance for carry-
ing out a feasibility study 
to establish the Water and 
Sanitation Agency in Is-
lamabad,” said a senior of-
ficial of the water depart-
ment, recently transferred 

back to the CDA from Met-
ropolitan Corporation of 
Islamabad (MCI).        
Talking to media  on Sunday, 
he said the feasibility study 
would help the government 
know about practicability of 
the initiative. 
The official said the water 
department had made short 
and long term strategies 
to resolve the water woes 
of the federal capital. Cur-
rently, the water supply in 
the city stood at 60 million 
gallons per day (MGD) 
against the requirement of 
120 MGD.
Highlighting the short term 
strategy, he said repair 
work was being carried out 
at the war-footing basis to 

fix the leakages in water 
supply pipelines.
“This helps us to increase 
water supply of clean 
drinking substantially,” he 
added.
Under the long term strat-
egy, he said new tube wells 
would be installed in var-
ious sectors, besides up-
grading the existing water 
treatment plants and water 
works.
The water department had 
requested the CDA to allo-
cate Rs 400 million funds 
to materialize the long-term 
strategy.
He expressed the hope that 
the water department would 
get the funds from the CDA 
in the coming days.   – APP

ADB assistance sought for 
setting up WASA in capital

ISLAMABAD: The National Book Foun-
dation (NBF) has published a book of 
well-known poet and researcher 
Dr Badr Munir’s titled "Za-
ban Zad-e-Aam Masra or 
Ashaar” here on Sun-
day.
Dr. Badr Munir has 
selected and ar-
ranged the verses 
and poems in the 
book according to 
the alphabetical 
order.
Apart from poetry, 
Dr. Badr Munir is 
also well known in 
research and criticism 
and two collections of his 
grim poetry, two collections 
of humorous poetry and seven 

works based on research and criticism have 
come to light.

This 168 page book contains se-
lected poems and verses of 

famous poets, an official 
informed media.

This edition has been 
published in 1000 
numbers and the 
price is Rs. 200 / 
- so that students 
and lovers of po-
etry can easily get 
the book.
The Publications 

Department of the 
National Book Foun-

dation continues to 
publish interesting, use-

ful and informative books on 
various topics,he stated. – APP

NBF publishes “Zaban  
Zad-e-Aam Masry or Ashaar”

The Publications Department of the NBF 
continues to publish interesting, useful and 

informative books on various topics,he stated

ISLAMABAD: COMSTECH 
and Islamic Cooperation 
Youth Forum (ICYF) has 
announced an essay com-
petition on “Artificial Intel-
ligence” (AI) for the partic-
ipants of the Organization 
of Islamic Countries (OIC) 
member countries to pro-
mote the awareness of AI as 
a leading technology of the 
contemporary era and its 
potential in varied areas of 
economy and society.
The essay competition is 
being arranged to identify 
outstanding talent in OIC 
countries that has both 
deeper understanding as 
well as innovative ideas 
on how AI can be used to 
address the multitude of 
problems being confronted 
by OIC countries as well as 
the potential pitfalls, chal-
lenges and the rules, reg-
ulations and guidelines, 
both legal and moral, that 
need to be considered to 

make the use of AI com-
patible with concerns of 
human privacy and dignity.
The essay competition, 
open to participants from 
OIC countries, will consist 
of competition for students 
and young professionals in 
two categories including 
Undergraduates (18 to 25 
years) and Advanced stu-
dents and Professionals (25 
to 35 years), an official of 
COMSTECH told media.
The Undergraduates will 
be those students current-
ly enrolled in an Under-
graduate (BS) program in 
a higher education institu-
tion or those having com-
pleted their BS but not yet 
enrolled in an MS or PhD 
program while the Ad-
vanced students and Pro-
fessionals would be those 
who are either enrolled in 
a Graduate Program (MS, 
PhD) in AI or employed in 
the field of AI.– APP

COMSTECH-ICYF 
announces essay 

competition 

Commercial 
areas flooded 
with beggars

RAWALPINDI: The citizens 
come across beggars when 
passing through public plac-
es such as roads, streets 
or commercial areas and 
encounter strangers who re-
quest money, food, shelter 
or other things. 
Nowadays, professional 
beggars, a majority of them 
women and children are no-
ticed seeking alms in every 
nook and corner of the city. 
A large number of profes-
sional beggars, who belong 
to far-flung areas come here 
to make money in twin cit-
ies, Rawalpindi and Islam-
abad. Nowadays, the beg-
gars are witnessed roaming 
everywhere. 
Several groups of beggars 
have occupied main traffic 
signals mainly on Benazir 
Bhutto Road (Murree road) 
are a common sight where 
one can see a lot of children 
and women thronging at ve-
hicles asking for alms.
The beggars use new tech-
niques to attract people as 
their sole purpose is to take 
money from them.
Professional beggary is 
becoming a social menace 
as more and more beggars 
including physically fit, 
healthy and young men, 
women and children are 
turning towards this profes-
sion. They are found beg-
ging at all the main intersec-
tions of major roads, which 
not only upset the flow of 
traffic but create a nuisance 
for every road user.
Altaf, a citizen said, "Beg-
ging has become a profes-
sion in twin cities, so one is 
not sure whether a beggar 
really needs help or not. 
Some beggars became rich 
through begging and they 
prefer to continue begging 
and create new ways to de-
ceive people.” – APP



Briefs
Breast 
Cancer 

awareness 
stressed

ISLAMABAD: Radiologist 
and President of Pink Paki-
stan Trust Dr Zubaida Qazi 
Sunday stressed the need 
to create more awareness 
among women for early diag-
nosis then timely treatment 
of ‘Breast Cancer’ thus save 
precious lives in the coun-
try. Talking to private news 
channel, in connection with 
month-long awareness drive 
for Breast Cancer Dr Zubai-
da said this breast cancer 
is one of the most common 
types of cancer among wom-
en not just in our country but 
globally, but if it is diagnosed 
at an early stage, there is 
good chance it can be suc-
cessfully treated.
Month of October is interna-
tionally celebrated as Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month 
and like other countries Pa-
kistan also celebrate is as 
PINKtober, she added. She 
said every woman above the 
age of 20 should have a med-
ical examination every three 
years and examine them-
selves every month, adding 
women above 40 should also 
have a mammogram along 
with a medical examination.
Dr Zubaida said people in 
their 40s have a higher risk 
of getting breast cancer than 
someone in their 20s.  She 
further explained that almost 
90,000 breast cancer cases 
being annually reported in 
the country and over 40,000 
deaths caused by it. – APP

DIG imposes 
ban on 

celebratory 
firing

ABBOTTABAD: Deputy In-
spector General (DIG) Haz-
ara police, Qazi Jameel ur 
Rehman Sunday directed the 
police to take strict action 
against people involved in 
aerial firing which takes the 
lives of many people every 
year.  He further said that we 
would not let anybody play 
with the lives of innocent 
people and to create fear 
amongst the masses.
Qazi Jameel also directed 
the District Police Officers 
(DPOs)  to start a massive 
drive on social media about 
the ban on aerial firing, 
aware people not to take 
part in the celebratory firing 
and if they found any other 
involved inform the police.
DPOs and SHOs should 
send written instructions 
to any celebrations or wed-
ding ceremony about the 
ban on aerial firing in their 
respective areas, despite 
restriction if police found 
violators take strict action 
against them according to 
the law, the DIG said. He 
said that in the urban areas 
of the division, the police 
should implement the ban 
forcefully while SDPOs and 
SHOs should start a cam-
paign on social media and 
other platforms and take 
strict action against the vi-
olators. – APP

Aviation 
Division gets 
Rs 548.890 

funds 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The govern-
ment has released funds 
amounting to Rs 548.890 
million during first quarter 
of the current fiscal year to 
execute 15 aviation projects 
under the Public Sector 
Development Programme 
(PSDP 2020-21) against 
the total allocation of Rs1, 
320.879 million.
According to the official data, 
the government has author-
ized/disbursed an amount of 
Rs 548.890 as of October 5. 
As per the PSDP details, an 
amount of Rs61.923 million 
would be utilized during the 
fiscal year for construction 
of double storey ladies hos-
tel/barrack with provision of 
third storey along with mess, 
recreation hall and allied fa-
cilities at Allama Iqbal Inter-
national Airport Lahore.
Similarly, Rs90 million would 
be spent for construction of 
double storey barrack with 
provision of third storey 
for corporal to inspectors 
and assistant director along 
with separate mess, and al-
lied facilities recreation hall 
at Quetta airport. Funds 
amounting to Rs50 million 
and Rs69.756 million have 
been reserved for construc-
tion of Airport Security 
Force (ASF) Camp at Islam-
abad International Airport 
and building barrack accom-
modation for ASF personnel 
along with mess and allied 
facilities respectively.

Afghan Peace Process: Spoilers 
will be the biggest losers

Qawali night 
on Oct 17

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Art 
School, Theater Wallay will 
hold a Qawali night to pay 
tribute to legendary Qaw-
al Ustad Nusrat Fateh Ali 
Khan along with providing 
a soulful evening to citizens 
of twin cities on October 
17. The event is being or-
ganized to celebrate the 
birthday of timeless leg-
end Ustad Nusrat Fateh 
Ali Khan and to  promote 
the virtues of peace and 
harmony to rekindle the 
Qawali music. According to 
the organizers, well known 
Bakhshi Brothers would 
entertain the audience with 
soulful  musical performanc-
es decorated with famous 
qawalis of Ustad Nusrat 
Fateh Ali Khan besides 
their own musical pieces.
“Bakhshi Brothers will take 
you on a journey of soulful 
devotion with their rendi-
tions of some of Qawwali’s 
most timeless classics”,he 
stated. Families as well as 
singles would be invited 
to enjoy themselves with 
the best organized setting 
arrangement and peaceful 
atmosphere. He stated that 
the participants will also be 
entertained by various food 
stalls and all necessary pre-
cautions will be taken along 
with hand sanitizers and 
complimentary masks.

Only 250 
licenses a day 
irks motorists
ISLAMABAD: The issuance 
of a limited number of driv-
ing licenses a day by Islam-
abad Traffic Police (ITP) 
have irked the motorists, 
who are compelled to wait 
outside the office in hot and 
humid weather under the 
open sky in a hope of get-
ting a chance of entry.
Located in Sector F-8, the 
office of ITP does not per-
mit the visitors to enter 
the office except those who 
manage to get a token in the 
early morning. The ITP has 
recently resumed driving li-
cense services after a hiatus 
of over six months, issuing 
only 250 tokens a day to en-
sure social distancing with-
in the vicinity. The visitors, 
especially people from the 
outskirt areas of Federal 
Capital, passionately called 
upon the ITP management 
to accommodate maximum 
number of the citizens by 
issuing more than 250 to-
kens every day. Akhtar Sha-
rif, whose license expired 
in May and has to wait for 
another day, said the ITP 
should increase the number 
of tokens as he had been 
working in a private organ-
ization and especially took 
a leave to visit the office for 
license issuance. – APP

Minorities 
urged for 

scholarship 
applications

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Ministry 
of Religious Affairs and In-
terfaith Harmony has asked 
the deserving minority 
students to submit applica-
tions for scholarship before 
October 19. Orphans, des-
titute, needy, handicapped 
and poor minority students, 
having good educational 
record were eligible for 
scholarships for the finan-
cial year 2020-21, a ministry 
official  said. The primary to 
professional level minority 
students of various govern-
ment institutions can sub-
mit their applications to the 
ministry’s office located at 
Green Trust Tower, Eighth 
Storey, Blue Area, Islama-
bad. According to the cri-
teria, the regular students 
of Hindu, Sikh, Christian, 
Buddhists, and other com-
munities, of government in-
stitutions, having at least 50 
percent marks in their last 
annual examination were 
eligible for the scholarships.
Also, the monthly income of 
parent/guardian of school 
level applicants must not 
exceed from Rs 35,000 per 
month.  Students of private 
institutes were not eligible.
The heads of the education-
al institutions of the appli-
cants have been directed 
to forward the applications 
after checking the veracity 
of documents of the guard-
ian/parent of the student. 
The attested marks sheet, 
progress report must be at-
tached with the application 
form. In case of semester 
system attested copies of 
marks sheet for last two 
semesters and father/guard-
ian’s parent original income 
certificate. Mark sheet on 
plain paper would be reject-
ed. The applications must 
be submitted on new pre-
scribed performa, duly sup-
ported with attested copies 
of last examination.
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Govt paying special focus on rural areas 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to 
Prime Minister on Capital Devel-
opment Authority Affairs Ali Nawaz 
Awan Sunday said that the govern-
ment was taking solid steps to fulfill 
the promises made with the people 
of Islamabad city as some projects 
had already been completed while 
work on others was in progress. 
Talking to PTV news channel, he 
assured the government was paying 
due focus on development of rural 
areas of Islamabad and directed the 

officials concerned to ensure timely 
completion of ongoing development 
projects. He explained that for im-
provement of the supply of water 
in the city, management of  sewage 
and better sanitation, an authority 
along the lines of Wasa will be cre-
ated in the federal capital. He said 
government had decided to set 
up a water and sanitation agency 
(WASA) in the federal capital along 
the lines similar agencies are oper-
ating in major metropolises of the 
Punjab and Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa 
(K-P) provinces. Replying to a ques-
tion, he said as the citizens were 

suffering because of dilapidated 
condition of roads and streets now 
the authority concerned is going to 

undertake a major project for car-
peting of major roads in the city. He 
said CDA is now working on a com-
prehensive strategy to uplift overall 
infrastructure in Islamabad.
Ali Nawaz said that billions of ru-
pees amount have been allocated 
for the development of rural areas 
of the federal capital.
“After handing over four key depart-
ments from MCI to CDA, repair and 
maintenance works have started to 
fix traffic street lights, lane mark-
ings, road patch work, cleaning 
green belts and parks, he said.
He said we will return its beauty 

to Islamabad soon adding recently 
transferred departments include en-
vironment wing, Water, sewerage, 
sanitation and ,engineering in order 
to ensure smooth and effective ser-
vice delivery in the capital city to 
ease the difficulties being faced by 
its citizens, he added.  He said CDA 
has also started solid waste manage-
ment projects in many non sector 
areas of the city as well. The CDA 
has also started the up gradation of 
IJP Road with inauguration of two 
new additional lanes and three fly-
overs were also required to ensure 
smooth traffic  flow, he said.

Adnan Yousaf

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador (retd) 
Salman Bashir, Pakistan’s former 
Foreign Secretary has warned that 
the international and regional spoil-
ers conspiring against Afghan peace 
process would themselves be the big-
gest losers in the end game.
He was addressing the launch of 
Pakistan’s former ambassador to Af-
ghanistan, Ambassador (retd) Syed 
Abrar Hussain’s book Afghanistan: 
Mulla Umer se Ashraf Ghani Tak re-
cently published by IPS Press – the 
publishing arm of Institute of Policy 
Studies, Islamabad – which also in-
cluded a roundtable discussion on the 
recent developments on Afghanistan 
after 19 years of US invasion. Am-
bassador (r) Syed Abrar Hussain has 
served as a Pakistani representative 
in Afghanistan on more than one oc-
casions, whereas his services in the 
Foreign Ministry also had a lot to do 
with the country’s affairs. The writer 
witnessed history being made during 
all this time, while having an oppor-
tunity to observe various landmark 
events very closely.
Personal accounts of historic events 
from Mulla Umar’s era and during 
Ashraf Ghani’s time, a rich commen-
tary on the history of Pak-Afghan rela-
tions and also insights into the Afghan 
peace process are key features of the 
fascinating memoirs. The author has 
also presented an admissible strategy 
at the end of the publication for the 
amelioration of Pak-Afghan relations, 

which should be looked at by the pol-
icy circles of both sides with sincerity 
and honesty. The given recommen-
dations not only have the potential to 
improve bilateral relations between 
Pakistan and Afghanistan, but can 
also pave way for achieving sustaina-
ble, long-lasting peace in the region.
Chaired and hosted by Khalid Rah-
man, executive president, IPS, the 
session was addressed, among oth-
ers, by Ambassador (r) Abdul Basit, 
Ambassador (r) Ayaz Wazir, Brig (r) 
Said Nazir Mohmand, Air Cdr (r) 
Khalid Iqbal, Ammara Durrani, sen-
ior research fellow, Jinnah Institute, 
Afghan scholars Professor Haroon 

Khatibi and Naseer Ahmed Naveedi 
from Center for Strategic and Region-
al Studies (CSRS), Kabul, Dr Adnan 
Sarwar Khan, former dean, Pesha-
war University, and senior journalists 
Faizullah Khan (ARY) and Naimat 
Khan (Arab News).
Ammara Durrani was of the view 
that international media and aca-
demia does not give much space to 
Pakistani perspective in geopolitics 
and there are hardly any Pakistani 
commentators visible. Pakistan must 
make use of its diplomats and train 
them to help set Pakistani narrative 
through mainstream and social me-
dia at the global stage. Commending 

the book she said that such efforts 
need to be amplified so that the gen-
erations of today in Afghanistan and 
Pakistan should know the pre-9/11 
history of both the nations.
Ambassaor (r) Basit stated that Talib-
an claim themselves as “Islamic Emir-
ate” and as an ideological movement 
their strength did not lie in democra-
cy as any such move would only break 
their organization and end their clout. 
They may never become part of any 
democratic government in a republi-
can Afghanistan. He feared that there 
may not be any intra-Afghan reconcili-
ation in the end and the development 
may only prove to be an effort to buy 

or consume some time. Pakistan on 
the other hand should stay prepared 
for any such scenarios, and instead of 
taking credit for the peace process 
and taking the burden of more re-
sponsibilities in the process, should 
try to carve out a backup strategy as 
well, bringing all stakeholders on one 
page, developing a consistent poli-
cy and they propagating effectively 
through a well-formed narrative.
The speakers in general were unani-
mous that as much as it was essential 
for Pakistani narrative to reach out 
to the world outside. It was rued that 
there are many books available by 
Indian authors and researchers on 
the topic of Afghanistan, but any pre-
sentable work by a Pakistani author 
on the subject was hard to find. The 
experts underscored the need for 
utilizing the wealth of knowledge Pa-
kistan’s foreign policy practitioners 
possessed, suggesting that the train-
ing of Pakistan’s former high commis-
sioners and ambassadors on efficient 
use of conventional and social media 
for indigenous knowledge production 
could be a useful tool to further the 
country’s foreign policy objectives. 
Abrar Hussain’s publication, they 
viewed, could be seen as a valuable 
resource in this regard.
It was also stressed that alongside 
taking on-ground steps, Pakistan 
should also focus on effectively propa-
gating its narrative internationally by 
apprising the world what the country 
has done for Afghanistan and regional 
peace so far and where it will be head-
ed to in the future.

Ammara Durrani was of the view that international media and academia does not give much space to Pakistani 
perspective in geopolitics and there are hardly any Pakistani commentators visible. Pakistan must make use of its 
diplomats and train them to help set Pakistani narrative through mainstream and social media at the global stage

“After handing over four key departments from MCI to CDA, repair and maintenance works have started to 
fix traffic street lights, lane markings, road patch work, cleaning green belts and parks, he said

ISLAMABAD: Abdul Rauf Mukhtar, former VP and regional chairman Punjab FPCCI, Mian 
Mehmood Chairman Pak Saudia Joint Chamber, Malik Sohail Hussain Chief Coordinator 
UBG FPCCI and Waleed Ahmad called on Gen. Asim Saleem Bajwa Chairman CPEC and 

Advisor to PM in Information and Broadcasting. – DNA

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Air Patrol Unit has 
started functioning in Islamabad 
and policemen along with drone 

cameras have started patrolling in 
various sectors. Initially, this unit 
started working in sectors F-6,  F-10 
and F-11which would help police to 
overcome Street crime.  Drone cam-
eras would be used during rescue 

operation, ensure protection to the 
tourists at walking trails and guide 
those forgetting their ways.
Citizens have lauded this initiative 
of Islamabad police and hoped effec-
tive policing through it.

Air patrol unit becomes 
operational in Capital

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Local admin-
istration has clamped micro 
lockdown in several sectors 
in view of the rising cases of 
novel coronavirus.
The district administration 
has imposed micro lock-
down in sectors of the cap-
ital city on recommendation 
of the district health au-
thorities. Authorities have 
sealed street number 38 
and street 44 to 48 in Sector 
G-10 (iv) after emergence of 
COVID-19 cases in the area. 
In Sector I-8 (ii), street 
number 25 and 29 have 
been sealed, while in Sector 
G-9 (iv) two streets number 
85 and 89 have been sealed 
after coronavirus cases 
surfaced in the area. The 
district health authorities had 
recommended imposing a mi-

cro lockdown in these areas 
in view of the increasing cas-
es of the disease. The scores 
of health officials in Pakistan 
have expressed their con-
cern over surge in COVID-19 
cases in the country. Special 
Assistant to Prime Minister 
on health Dr Faisal Sultan 
stated on Saturday that the 
number of COVID-19 cases 
have surged in the recent 
few weeks. Present in the 
talk show Sawal Yeh Hai he 
, however, maintained that 
unlike in other countries the 
resurfacing of the cases has 
not been as worse. He said 
taking only the past few days 
into account, it is true that 
the cases have surged.
Pakistan on Sunday report-
ed 12 more coronavirus-re-
lated deaths during the 
past 24 hours, pushing the 
overall death toll from the 
disease to 6,570.

DNA
 
ISLAMABAD: As wearing 
face mask at public places 
has become a new normal in 
pandemic era, the criminals 
are misusing this precaution 
to conceal their identity. Be-
fore the COVID-19, the peo-
ple at shops or bank counters 
used to be on alert seeing a 
person with covered face, but 
in current scenario, it has be-
come a troubling reality for 
the people as well as the law 
enforcement agencies.
The criminals easily blend 
in with the typical custom-
ers at the malls or banks 
and also easily hide their 
identity in CCTV footage 
after the crime.
“If it were a pre-COVID 
time, I could have averted 
the happening by finding 
veiled people chasing me. 
But now it is normal. They 
looted me and sped away. 
One had face mask while 
other wore a helmet,” said 
APP senior reporter Ishtiaq 
Ahmed who was robbed of 
Rs 800,000 in I-8/1 on Sep-
tember 23 in broad daylight.
He said the mask provided a 
perfect cover to the robbers. 
They can hold up any bank or 

shop with their covered faces 
and escape unhindered as 
the police seldom bother to 
impound the bikes carrying 
no or non-standard number 
plates. In another robbery of 
Rs 1.5 million in I-8 Markaz 
on September 30, a masked 
man was seen inside a bank 
who apparently intimated 
his accomplices on phone 
having witnessed a man 
leaving the bank with cash 
bag. “Earlier the bandanna 
or mask was a dicey propo-
sition for criminals. Now a 
day it is normal but scary 
too. We can’t distinguish be-
tween customers and crimi-
nals.” said a bank employee 
anonymously for being un-
authorized to speak to me-
dia. Talking to state run of-
ficial media, a senior police 
officer, who did not want to 
be named, said though the 
crime increase had nothing 
to do with face mask how-
ever, it made it easier for 
the criminals to blend in. 
He agreed that under an-
ti-COVID SOPs, a provision 
could be created to allow 
security staff outside the 
banks or malls to ask the 
visitors remove face mask 
at entrance to allow the 
cameras capture the face.

Criminals taking 
advantage of face 

masks to hide identity

Micro lockdown 
imposed in 

several sectors
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New world global 
terrorism

Punishment of death

T ERRORISTS from the Fergana Valley, that consists of Ta-
jikistan, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan, and India are now 
the new face of global terrorism, according to an op-ed 

in renowned American news publication Foreign Policy. It con-
tends that while much of the conversation over extremism has 
shifted towards white nationalism and racism-driven Islamopho-
bia and anti-Semitism in the West, there has been some realign-
ment in the formation of the once prominent Islamic State that 
is reemerging with an updated composition. The article draws 
focus towards the fact that though India’s heritage of jihadism 
is quite old, it being the birthplace of the Deobandi movement, 
the country has historically not had a prominent presence in 
major terrorist hotspots, but that has changed of late and Syria 
made it possible. While many Indians flocked to join IS in Syr-
ia, they were mistreated by the Arabs due to their race, eventu-
ally forcing them to land in Afghanistan, fighting alongside the 
ISKP. The recent attack on Jalalabad prison, carried out by a 
death squad of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant – Kho-
rasan Province (ISKP) where 29 people were killed, included 
Indians and Tajiks among others. 
All this is in the backdrop of a divided India where Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is actively pursuing an ultra-nationalistic Hindutva 
agenda, persecuting Muslims, who happen to be the third-largest 
community of Muslims in the world. Perhaps the worst example 
of this is the condition of Indian Occupied Kashmir that has been 
under a state-imposed security lockdown and communications 
blackout since the revocation of the special status of Jammu and 
Kashmir via scrapping of Article 370 of the Indian Constitution in 
August of last year. Within India, anti-Muslim legislation has been 
passed in the shape of the Citizenship Amendment Bill, while 
deadly rhetoric from BJP ministers has encouraged lynch mobs 
to target Muslims in the country. India can no longer claim any 
of its secular credentials nor can it nonchalantly accuse others of 
‘exporting terrorism’. The country is fast becoming a breeding 
ground for radical jihadists and it has only itself to blame.

T HE issue of capital punishment has been debated 
for years, indeed for decades or centuries. The de-
bate was revisited again on Saturday, as the World 

Death Penalty Day, was observed. The day is intended to 
draw attention to the pros and cons of the death penalty, 
a punishment that has been eradicated by two-thirds of 
the world’s countries, but still remains in place in many 
others. Those who favour the death penalty, either for 
religious reasons, or for reasons of preventing crime, hold 
that it deters others from committing the same crime. 
Logically speaking, this indeed should be the case. Who 
would wish to walk to the gallows after committing a mur-
der, if others have done so, before him. But human na-
ture is strange. Data from the various states of the US 
show that there is no decline in murder in states that have 
banned the death penalty compared to others, which re-
tain it. Similar figures are available from the Scandinavian 
countries and other parts of the world. Indeed, it seems, 
the death penalty appears to increase the sense of bru-
tality or violence in society and therefore, contribute to 
the idea that it is all right to kill. This is the argument put 
forward by those who oppose it.
Even if the moralistic argument against the widespread use 
of the death penalty does not convince everyone, the state of 
our justice system should give us all pause. Essentially, in an 
overwhelming majority of cases where capital punishment 
has been handed down, the apex court has found that mis-
takes were made either in the gathering of evidence or in the 
verdicts reached by judges in lower courts. Clearly reform is 
needed in all aspects of our justice system. If we insist on 
keeping the death penalty, it should be a punishment of the 
last resort, used only for very few crimes. There should abso-
lutely be no question about the person’s guilt and death row 
prisoners have to be given access to competent legal help. 
Right now, the state is failing on all counts.

A RMENIA’S macroeconomic prospects 
do not bode well for investors
General economic indicators, high exter-

nal debt, current account deficit lead to disruption 
of economic stability in the country, which, in its 
turn, jeopardizes the return on investment. 
It is no coincidence that the influential international 
rating agency Fitch has downgraded the Long-Term 
Foreign-Currency Issuer Default Rating (IDR) of Ar-
menia from BB- to B+. This indicates that the coun-
try’s solvency on obligations is extremely sensitive 
to the deterioration of the economic and business 
environment and indicates the presence of a default 
risk. According to the agency’s forecasts, by the end 
of 2020, the Armenian economy will shrink to 6.2%, 
and the ratio of total public debt to GDP will rise 
to 6.9% and will reach 65.6% by the end of 2021. In 
addition, according to the Doing Business report of 
the World Bank, Armenia has established itself at 
the lowest position (47) in the region.
Armenia is the country with the most limited 
logistic opportunities in the region. 
The lack of direct access to the sea, remoteness 
from international logistic projects and, at the 
same time, closed borders with two neighboring 
countries due to the occupation policy towards 
Azerbaijan, further exacerbate these restrictions 
and increase transport costs.
Armenia has low investment potential 
In Armenia, the main indicators that are taken into 
account to when making direct foreign investments 
are very low. So, Armenia does not meet such re-
quirements as an indicator of investment efficiency, 
the availability of resources, the volume of strategic 
assets, the availability of a specialized workforce, 
and the availability of opportunities to enter foreign 
markets. The negative macroeconomic environment 
of this country, which is very poor in terms of re-
sources, and the low level of strategic assets are suf-
ficient to prevent adequate investors from choosing 
it. In addition, the problems with access to foreign 
markets due to logistical constraints, a low quantity 
of labor force due to depopulation and a high rate of 
emigration have a negative impact on the efficiency 
of investments in Armenia.
The small amount of land suitable for agriculture 
and the remoteness of export markets also reduce 
the country’s potential in this area.

Included in the list of top 25 countries for the 
ineffective fight against coronavirus, Armenia 
once again proved the limitedness of its insti-
tutional resources
By being unable to combat the COVID-19 coronavi-
rus effectively, Armenia has brought the country’s 
economy face to face with great damage in various 
areas. This country has the highest level of infection 
and deaths in the region, and this situation contin-
ues. Thus, Armenia ranks 23 with the number of 
COVID-19 deaths per million people (337.09 per mil-
lion). It ranks first among the post-Soviet countries. 
Today, the number of infected is increasing as well.
Unstable political environment in Armenia 
also increases investment risks
The political instability in the country, govern-
ment’s multidirectional and inadequate foreign pol-
icy, as well as the direct impact of this policy on 
companies investing in Armenia, make it difficult 
to predict the long-term risks of investment activi-
ties carried out in this country.
Mono-nationalistic inclinations of the Armeni-
an people make it difficult for foreign citizens 
to work in the country
While other countries in the region are multination-
al, Armenians make the majority of the Armenia’s 
population, and that proves the mono-nationalistic 
inclination of the Armenians. The Armenian peo-
ple often do not show tolerance towards investors 
and create obstacles for their activities. In its turn, 
the government avoids protecting the rights of in-
vestors. The deliberate harassment of investors 
coming from certain countries and the application 
of various sanctions against them is also part of the 
biased policy of the Armenian government. Thus, 
due to the pressure exerted on it and various ob-
stacles created against its activities, “Lydian Inter-
national”, operating in Armenia, lost activity and 
faced the suspension of the sale of shares on the 
Toronto Stock Exchange.
Investments made in Armenia finance its ag-
gressive occupation policy 
The occupation policy of Armenia against Azerbai-
jan contradicts all international acts and norms. 
Settlement, mining, and economic activity in vari-
ous spheres in the territories that are international-
ly proved (UN Security Council Resolutions on the 
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict No. 822, 853, 874, 884) 

to belong to the Republic of Azerbaijan without the 
consent of the Azerbaijan’s government bring gov-
ernment of Armenia as well as private companies 
involved in this activity to legal responsibility. As a 
result, investors investing for profit are put at risk 
of paying compensations. In other words, because 
of high risk/reward ratio the investments in the 
territories occupied by Armenia is not a rational 
step. At the same time, the attempts of Armenia to 
propagate groundless false information met coun-
terarguments proved by facts, and that made the 
country lose its influence in the international are-
na. It also confirmed that the country is not reliable 
for cooperation in various fields. 
Coming to moral and humane approach, by pursuing 
an aggressive policy for many years, inflicting dam-
age on the civilian population and settlements with its 
military equipment, Armenia continues the conflict 
that can be resolved peacefully. Moreover, we should 
emphasize that Armenians also launched unexpected 
strikes not on the areas of hostilities, but on civilian 
targets located in other regions not related to these 
battles. At the same time, by using long-range cluster 
missiles banned throughout the world to engage civil-
ian targets Armenia also violated the Geneva Conven-
tions. 27 civilians killed and 141 wounded within only 
10 days because of attacks of Armenian army proves 
how far it is from humanism.
Armenia’s government forcibly draws its citizens to 
war and does not take into account the population’s 
desire for peace, the lack of food, and the difficult 
living conditions in the country. In parallel, Azer-
baijan has repeatedly offered and is still offering an 
easy peaceful solution to the conflict without loss-
es. Not caring about the social well-being of its citi-
zens, Armenia resorts to large external borrowings 
and directs the financial resources flowing into the 
country to its aggressive policy. Investments made 
in Armenia, taxes and fees paid to the state budget, 
support the policy of economic militarism of this 
country. From this point of view, even if not tak-
ing into account the other listed risks, investments 
made in the Armenian state are considered at least 
inhuman and directed against society.
That is why we call every investor to think se-
riously before investing in Armenia.
— The writer is Executive Director of Center for 

Global & Strategic Studies (CGSS), Islamabad

O N Sept. 27 the armed forces of Armenia, bla-
tantly violating the cease-fire, launched anoth-
er aggression against Azerbaijan — for the third 

time this year — by intensively shelling the positions 
of the armed forces of Azerbaijan along the frontline.
The bombardment by Armenian armed forces of dense-
ly populated civilian areas and installations along the 
frontline has been deliberate and targeted. To prevent 
further military aggression by Armenia and provide 
for the security of civilian residential areas, the armed 
forces of Azerbaijan undertook counter-offensive 
measures within the right of self-defense and in full 
compliance with international law.
This new act of aggression by Armenia is a continua-
tion of the latest provocations, including the attempt-
ed armed attack in the direction of Tovuz region on 
July 12-16, the sabotage-reconnaissance group’s prov-
ocation in the direction of Goranboy region, the illegal 
settlement policy in the occupied territories of Azer-
baijan, as well as the provocative statements and activ-
ities of the Armenian leadership.
The clashes are the worst since the 1990s, when some 
30,000 people were killed, and are spreading beyond 
the Nagorno-Karabakh region. By constantly violat-
ing the cease-fire achieved in 1994, Armenia tries to 
consolidate the existing status quo. Azerbaijan has 
repeatedly stated that Armenia’s continuing military 
aggression and the presence of its armed forces in 
Azerbaijani territories remain a significant threat to 
regional peace and security.
For the past two years, a chain of provocations by the 
new government of Armenia in both word and deed has 
undermined the negotiation process for settlement of 
the conflict. Armenia has continued to provoke and vi-
olate the cease-fire. Armenia’s defense minister even 
went so far as to call on the country to prepare for the 
pursuit of a “new war for new territories.”
Nagorno-Karabakh was made an autonomous region 
within Azerbaijan by the Soviet Union in the 1920s. 
During the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991, 
this autonomous region declared a so-called independ-
ence that is not recognized by any country including 
Armenia but is recognized as a part of Azerbaijan by 
the international community.
In the intervening decades, the one constant has been 
the Armenian occupation of almost all of Azerbaijan’s 

autonomous territory of Nagorno-Karabakh and sev-
en surrounding regions of Azerbaijan, which together 
form about 20 percent of the country’s total territo-
ry. Armenia conducted a policy of ethnic cleansing 
against Azerbaijanis. 
The cultural heritage of the Azerbaijani people and 
63 of 67 mosques in the territory of today’s Armenia 
have been demolished and plundered. Armenia also 
destroyed all Azerbaijani historical and religious mon-
uments in the occupied territories.
It is not the issue of dispute that these lands are occu-
pied illegally and must be returned. Four UN Security 
Council resolutions and various OSCE documents di-
rectly related to the conflict make this clear, as do the 
formal positions of all the major powers, not to men-
tion the rest of the world. The fact that Armenia has 
cleansed the occupied lands of its pre-war ethnic-Azer-
baijani population has obviously not helped its claim of 
victimhood. Neither has its present campaign to indis-
criminately shell civilian targets such as marketplaces 
or key pieces of infrastructure such as hydro-power 
plants and dams deep in Azerbaijan.
So, irrespective of ancient grievances, a convoluted 
historical record and whatever other vagarious claims 
have been put forward, the situation is unambiguous. 
The outcome of the conflict requires the end of Ye-
revan’s military occupation of these lands and the 
return of more than one million Azerbaijani civilians 
to their homes. The mediators — the co-chairs of the 
OSCE Minsk Group (Russia, France and the US) — 
are at fault. There was a formal negotiation process 
launched in 1992, which has produced no concrete 
results on the ground, in the sense that the occupa-
tion of Nagorno-Karabakh and the seven surrounding 
regions of the Republic of Azerbaijan has not come 
to an end, Azerbaijani refugees and IDPs have been 
prevented from exercising their right of return, and so 
on. In other words, for nearly three decades the Minsk 
Group led negotiations whose objectives were clearly 
and unambiguously set down on paper.
The co-chairs gave themselves the responsibili-
ty to lead a defined process to achieve a defined 
result, and yet the conf lict has remained frozen 
since a 1994 cease-fire was put into effect. None 
of the Minsk Group’s defined objectives have been 
achieved — not even close.

Last week Armenian armed forces launched missile at-
tacks on the densely populated civilian areas in Ganja, 
Mingachevir, Barda, Beylagan and some other cities 
of Azerbaijan. As a result of Armenia’s artillery and 
missile attacks, more than 30 Azerbaijani civilians 
were killed, more than 150 injured, and more than 500 
residential buildings and civilian objects destroyed (as 
of Oct. 7).
In his speech to the 75th General Assembly of the UN, 
Azebaijani President Ilham Aliyev warned that the sit-
uation was escalating as a result of Armenia’s actions 
and that there was increased military activity by Arme-
nian troops along the line of contact.
Our president has demanded that Armenia set up a 
timetable to withdraw from the occupied territories 
of Azerbaijan, to recognize the territorial integrity of 
Azerbaijan and to apologize to the Azerbaijani people.
On Oct. 4, President Aliyev stressed Baku’s determi-
nation to liberate Nagorno-Karabakh from Armenian 
occupation, as he criticized the international commu-
nity for failing to take any action against Yerevan’s 
aggression.
“Karabakh is Azerbaijani territory. We must return, and 
we will return,” he said in a televised address, adding 
that Azerbaijan had waited 30 years to recover its lands. 
“Baku’s repeated calls for sanctions on Armenia went 
unheard,” the president said, as he noted his country 
demands to know why OSCE and the EU did not punish 
Armenia for its crimes. He said that Armenia must ac-
cept that Karabakh did not belong to it and set a timeta-
ble for the withdrawal of its occupation forces.
Our country needs political support from the Islamic 
world and the Arab world. They must have a firm po-
sition on Azerbaijan. The world must not equate the 
aggressor and the victim.
Azerbaijan has a strong army, and reports that foreign-
ers are fighting alongside Azerbaijani troops do not re-
f lect the truth. On the contrary, Armenia recruits and 
uses mercenaries and terrorists from other countries 
against Azerbaijan. The Armenian government is using 
the conflict to divert attention from its economic prob-
lems and to influence public opinion in the country. It 
should be once more stressed that peace and stability 
in the South Caucasus will be restored only after the 
liberation of all occupied Azerbaijani territories.

– Courtesy: Arab News

Is it worth investing in Armenia?!

Azerbaijan demands its territorial integrity

Lt. Col. (R) Khalid Taimur Akram

Shahin Abdullayev

Global spread of false 
information about 
Armenia’s good 

performance in order 
to attract foreign 

financial resources 
and implementation of 
extensive propaganda 
campaigns may attract 
the interest of foreign 
investors. However, 
drawing attention to 

the facts and realities, 
the question arises: “Is 

it worth investing in 
Armenia?!”

“Karabakh is Azerbaijani 
territory. We must return, 

and we will return,” he 
said in a televised address, 
adding that Azerbaijan had 
waited 30 years to recover 
its lands. “Baku’s repeated 

calls for sanctions on 
Armenia went unheard,” 
the president said, as he 

noted his country demands 
to know why OSCE and 
the EU did not punish 
Armenia for its crimes
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India 

coronavirus 
cases cross 

7 million
NEW DELHI: India’s coro-
navirus cases surged past 
seven million on Sunday, 
taking it ever closer to over-
taking the United States as 
the world’s most infected 
country. Health ministry 
data showed a rise of almost 
75,000 cases on Sunday, 
taking the total to 7.05 mil-
lion, second only to the US 
which has recorded 7.67 mil-
lion infections.– APP

Polish GM 
ends Carlsen’s 
undefeated run
OSLO: World chess champi-
on Magnus Carlsen has suf-
fered his first defeat in more 
than two years and a record 
125 games, while playing 
a tournament in his native 
Norway. The world number 
one resigned after when 
he was a bishop down in 
the endgame against Polish 
grandmaster Jan-Krzysztof 
Duda, who is ranked a rela-
tively humble number 15 in 
the world. But on Saturday 
evening, 22-year-old Duda 
managed to do what no one 
-- including the world’s top 
10 players -- had managed 
to do since July 2018. It 
was Duda’s only win of the 
tournament in Stavanger so 
far and, as he told Chess 24 
afterwards, “I didn’t expect 
to win this game.” But he 
was, he said “extremely hap-
py, obviously”. Carlsen, who 
is often tough on himself in 
post-game analysis, offered 
no excuses. “Extremely dis-
appointing”, he said: “Com-
pletely unforgivable”. .– APP

‘Armenia 
violating 
ceasefire 

accord’
From Page 01
October 10, 2020, the Arme-
nian armed forces continue 
to grossly violate the agree-
ment. Immediately after the 
establishment of a humani-
tarian ceasefire, the Arme-
nian armed forces fired on 
Aghdam and Tartar regions 
of Azerbaijan. A few hours 
later, Armenian armed 
forces tried to attack in 
the direction of Hadrut and 
Jabrayil. A medical worker 
was seriously injured as a 
result of the shooting by the 
Armenian armed forces of 
a sanitary medical vehicle, 
clearly marked with a white 
flag, collecting the bodies 
of Armenian soldiers in the 
area of Sugovshan. On the 
night of October 11, Ganja, 
the second largest city in 
Azerbaijan and far beyond 
the frontline, came under 
rocket fire by the Armenian 
armed forces. The attack 
killed seven civilians and 
injured 39 others, includ-
ing minors. The shelling of 
civilians and cities by the 
Armenian armed forces af-
ter the humanitarian cease-
fire agreement is another 
clear example of barbarism 
and shows that the cease-
fire calls of the Armenian 
leadership are nothing but 
hypocrisy. Armenia’s de-
liberate firing on civilians, 
homes, civilian objects and 
medical personnel as part of 
its aggressive policy against 
Azerbaijan once again 
demonstrates the country’s 
disregard for fundamental 
norms and principles of in-
ternational law, including 
international humanitarian 
law and the Geneva Conven-
tions, as well as shows that 
it is clearly violating its obli-
gations and is far from the 
principles of humanism.

PML-N 
candidates 

for GB 
elections

From Page 01
Atif Salman from Ghizer 
Constituency 19, Ghu-
lam Hussain from Con-
stituency 23 Ganchha 
Two and Manzoor Hus-
sain from Constituency 
24 Ganchha Three will 
contest in the elections.
More than 700,000 
voters will elect 24 
candidates in general 
elections to the third 
Gilgit-Baltistan Legisla-
tive Assembly (GBLA) to 
be held on November 15.
The Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
had swept the previous 
polls held five years ago 
when it was also in pow-
er at the federal level. 
How the party will per-
form in the forthcoming 
elections under very 
different circumstances 
will be a matter of great 
public interest.

Pakistan, UK can increase
trade, says Sardar Tanvir

Fiaz CH.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Punjab 
Board Investment and Trade 
Sardar Tanveer Ilyas Khan has 
said that Pakistan and the Unit-
ed Kingdom can significantly 
increase bilateral trade. He said 
this while talking to Khurshid 

Barlas, President of UK Pakistan 
Business Council Pakistan Chap-
ter, General Secretary UK Paki-
stan Business Council and other 
members of the delegation who 
met him in Islamabad.
Sardar Tanveer Ilyas Khan said 
that in line with the vision of the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan Im-
ran Khan, all possible steps are 

being taken to increase the ex-
ports of Pakistani products and 
the establishment of new indus-
trial zones in Punjab under the 
leadership of Punjab Chief Min-
ister Sardar Usman Bazdar. Pro-
grams are being implemented to 
create maximum convenience 
for the business community. the 
role of UK Pakistan Business 

Council for trade development 
in Pakistan and UK and said that 
despite the Corona epidemic, a 
platform of communication was 
provided to traders and indus-
trialists of both the countries. 
On the occasion, Khurshid Bar-
las said that the purpose of set-
ting up the council was only to 
enhance trade cooperation be-

tween Pakistan and the United 
Kingdom and the Punjab Board 
of Investment could play an im-
portant role in this regard.
Ata Ul haq said that Pakistani 
businessmen and industrial-
ists and investors will be ar-
ranged in the UK. Urdu busi-
nessmen want relations with 
the UK in Pakistan.

UK, Kenya 
to co-host 

fundraising 
summit

DNA
LONDON: Britain and Ken-
ya said Sunday they would 
co-host a summit next year 
to raise funds for children’s 
schooling in poorer coun-
tries, warning that the coro-
navirus pandemic risked 
depriving many millions of 
an education.
The summit is scheduled 
to take place in Britain in 
mid-2021 under the UK’s 
presidency of the G7 club 
of developed nations, and 
will be co-chaired by Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson 
and Kenyan President 
Uhuru Kenyatta. Johnson 
said the goal was to raise 
at least $5 billion for the 
Global Partnership for Ed-
ucation (GPE), an initiative 
launched in 2002 which 
counts the singer Rihanna 
as a global ambassador.
“I urge the global commu-
nity to come together, dig 
deep and ensure we fund 
their vital work to give 
every child the chance at an 
education,” the British lead-
er said in a statement.
He said that due to school 
closures during the pandem-
ic, some 1.3 billion children 
including 650 million girls 
have lost out on months of 
education, and many may 
never return because of the 
economic havoc caused by 
Covid-19. “It is a toll of wast-
ed potential and missed op-
portunity that is a tragedy 
not just for those children, 
but for each and every one 
of us,” Johnson said.
Kenyatta said the GPE had 
been a “key partner” in 
helping Kenya invest in ed-
ucation, especially for girls.
“We must use the opportu-
nity of GPE’s financing con-
ference to make ambitious 
pledges to invest in quality 
education so our children 
and young people have the 
skills and knowledge they 
need to seize the opportuni-
ties of the 21st century,” he 
said. The GPE has helped 
get 160 million more chil-
dren into school and dou-
bled the enrolment of girls 
in the countries where it 
works, Kenyatta noted. 

‘No scientific 
evidence to 

support death 
penalty’

From Page 01
Farogh Naseem briefed the 
audience in detail about the 
reforms measures taken by 
the present government in 
the justice system, like ear-
ly adjudication of civil cas-
es, transfer of inheritance, 
ensuring rights of women 
in inherited properties, and 
provision of legal assistance 
from the state to the weaker 
and poorer segments. On 
the occasion, an art perfor-
mance titled ‘Before The Sun 
Comes Up’ was screened to 
highlight the miseries of a 
death row prisoner and his 
sentiments. Ambassadors 
from the EU countries, repre-
sentatives of civil society and 
government officials attend-
ed the function.

Govt raises 
concerns 

over growing 
cases

From Page 01
the government has al-
ready imposed mini smart 
lock down in Islamabad, 
Karachi, and Azad Kash-
mir. He said the admin-
istration has also been 
directed to ensure protec-
tive measures across the 
country. The minister urged 
people to cooperate with gov-
ernment in eradication of the 
pandemic because success is 
not possible without coopera-
tion of the public. Meanwhile 
commenting on the situation, 
an official of Ministry of Na-
tional Health Services said 
that several local level admin-
istrative decisions were made 
to control the disease.

Cleric 
murder work 
of enemies

From Page 01
attempt to foment unrest by 
Pakistan’s enemies. COAS di-
rected all out support to civil 
administration to bring the 
criminals to justice,” tweeted 
the DG ISPR. The prominent 
religious scholar, along with 
his driver, was shot dead on 
Saturday in Karachi’s Shah 
Faisal area, with Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan chalking it up 
as “an attempt by India to cre-
ate sectarian conflict across 
the country”. 

 Trump ‘no longer considered a transmission risk’

He said this while talking to Khurshid Barlas, President of UK Pakistan Business Council Pakistan Chapter, Gen-
eral Secretary UK Pakistan Business Council and other members of the delegation who met him in Islamabad

DNA

WASHINGTON: Presi-
dent Donald Trump is 
no longer contagious, 
nine days after being 
stopped in his tracks by 
Covid-19, his physician 
said in a statement re-
leased late Saturday.
“I am happy to report 
that in addition to the 
President meeting CDC 
criteria for the safe dis-
continuation of isolation, 
this morning’s COVID 
PCR sample demon-
strates, by currently rec-

ognized standards, he is 
no longer considered a 
transmission risk to oth-
ers,” Sean Conley said in 
the statement. Conley, 
who has been accused 
of a lack of transparency 
with the public, said it 
had been 10 days since 
Trump first began show-
ing symptoms of the new 
coronavirus.
Tests showed there was 
“no longer evidence of 
actively replicating vi-
rus,” and that Trump’s 
viral load was “decreas-
ing,” Conley continued 
-- though he did not 

state that the presi-
dent is now virus-free. 
Although it is proba-

bly the case that peo-
ple with low levels of 
the virus are no longer 

contagious, a cutof f 
f igure has not been es-
tablished by the medi-
cal community. Conley 
said Trump is fever-free 
and symptoms have “im-
proved,” adding that 
he would continue to 
monitor the president 
as he “returns to an 
active schedule.” The 
president was hospital-
ized on October 2, and 
stayed there for three 
days before returning to 
the White House.
Guidelines from the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 

say that for people who 
had mild or moderate 
Covid-19, isolation and 
precautions can be dis-
continued 10 days after 
symptom onset, and once 
they have been fever-free 
for 24 hours. For more se-
vere cases, the guidelines 
say it is up to 20 days af-
ter symptom onset -- but 
the intensity of Trump’s 
case has not been con-
firmed. But top govern-
ment scientist Anthony 
Fauci has said he had faith 
the president’s medical 
team would not let him go 
out while still infectious.

        Tests showed there was “no longer evidence of actively replicating virus,” and 
that Trump’s viral load was “decreasing,” Conley continued -- though he did 

not state that the president is now virus-free

Tokyo opens Olympics Pride House
DNA

TOKYO: Tokyo on Sunday 
opened its first major com-
munity hub for LGBTQ 
people this month, part of 
a pre-Olympics project that 
campaigners hope will tack-
le stigma and raise aware-
ness of discrimination.
Pride House Tokyo is 
based on similar inclu-
sive pop-up sites set up 
at past Olympics, but will 
offer a permanent meet-
ing space and information 
centre, seeking to educate 

the public about sexual 
diversity and offer refuge 
to those suffering harass-
ment or discrimination. 
While Japan has some 
protections for sexual mi-
norities, it remains the 
only G7 country that does 
not recognise same-sex 
unions, and many couples 
say they can struggle to 
rent apartments together 
and are even barred from 
hospital visits. Those chal-
lenges mean spaces like 
Pride House, set up in 
coordination with Tokyo 
2020 Olympic organisers, 

are sorely needed in Ja-
pan, activists say.
“Japan, not just in sport-
ing circles but society as a 
whole -- including schools 
and workplaces -- is not 
friendly to LGBTQ people, 
and it is hard to come out,” 
Gon Matsunaka, who heads 
the project behind Pride 
House, told AFP.
While the centre is being 
set up under a recent Olym-
pic tradition, the project 
is officially named “Pride 
House Tokyo Legacy”, and 
activists hope its influence 
will extend beyond the 

Games.  The venue “will 
be a landmark that could 
change the landscape for 
LGBTQ people in Japanese 
society,” Matsunaka said.
The International Olympic 
Committee echoed hopes 
for a lasting legacy.
“In sport, we are all equal,” 
IOC President Thomas 
Bach said in a statement 
released Sunday. “We there-
fore welcome that Tokyo 
2020 has embedded diver-
sity and inclusion in the 
Olympic Games model,” 
he said, wishing “the Pride 
House Tokyo success”.

RAWALPINDI: Former Pa-
kistan U19 batsman Danish 
Aziz saved Sindh’s blushes 
with a half-century that also 
overshadowed Central Pun-
jab’s Babar Azam’s second 
successive half-century and 
spirited bowling perfor-
mance from Waqas Ahmed 
in the 18th match of the PKR 
9million National T20 Cup 
at the Pindi Cricket Stadium 
on Saturday evening. Danish 
clubbed five fours and three 
sixes in a 32-ball 59 not out 
as Sindh, chasing 171 for 
victory and after slipping 
to 16 for two and then 53 
for four, romped to victory 
with three wickets and five 
balls to spare. Danish had 
walked out to bat after Khur-

ram Manzoor (six), Sharjeel 
Khan (six), Sarfaraz Ahmed 
(10) and Asad Shafiq (11) had 
returned to the hut. He add-
ed 44 runs for the fifth wicket 
with Azam Khan, who domi-
nated the stand with a 23-ball 
32. The 24-year-old then put 
on 57 crucial runs for the 
sixth wicket with Hassan 
Khan (36 off 15 balls, 2x4, 
4x6) to bring Sindh within 
touching distance.
And although Hassan and 
Anwar Ali departed with 
nine runs still required, Dan-
ish kept his cool as a Waqas 
Maqsood wide bouncer 
earned Sindh their second 
win in six matches and hand-
ed Central Punjab their fifth 
loss in seven matches. – APP

DNA

PARIS: Novak Djokovic and 
Rafael Nadal meet for the 
56th time on Sunday in a 
Roland Garros final block-
buster with history on the 
line for both men.
World number one Djokovic is 
chasing an 18th Grand Slam 
title and a second French 
Open which would make him 
the first man in half a century 
to win all four Slams twice. 
Defending champion Nadal, 
the world number two, can 
win a 13th Roland Garros 
and 20th major which would 
tie the all-time men’s record 

held by Roger Federer.
Victory on Sunday would 
also give the 34-year-old 
Spaniard a 100th match 
win in Paris against just two 
defeats in 15 years. One of 
those losses came against 
Djokovic in the 2015 quar-
ter-finals, the last time the 
pair clashed on the crushed 
red brick surface of Court 
Philippe Chatrier. The Serb 
has won 37 matches in 2020 
with his one defeat self-inflict-
ed via his infamous default at 
the US Open. Stefanos Tsit-
sipas, who pushed Djokovic 
to five sets in a breathless 
semi-final, sees few flaws in 
the top seed’s game.

Novak Djokovic 
and Rafael Nadal 

eye history

Danish Aziz’ fifty 
guides Sindh to win

SAN JOSE: Players battling for the possession of the ball during a match 
between Panama and Costa Rica. – DNA
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Police station 

targeted in 
fireworks 

attack
PARIS: Around 40 people 
staged an hour-long fire-
works attack against a po-
lice station outside Paris 
early Sunday, authorities 
said, the latest in a string of 
incidents targeting security 
forces in recent months.
Two officers were on a ciga-
rette break outside the sta-
tion in Champigny-sur-Marne, 
around 12 kilometers (8 
miles) east of the capital, 
when the assailants, some 
carrying steel bars, suddenly 
arrived shortly before mid-
night. The officers barely 
managed to barricade them-
selves inside when the crowd 
began attacking the entrance 
and several police vehicles, 
but nobody was injured dur-
ing the raid. The city’s may-
or, Laurent Jeanne, told AFP 
the police might have been 
targeted in retaliation for a 
recent scooter accident alleg-
edly caused by police, “which 
has not been proven”.
Interior Minister Gerald Dar-
manin tweeted that “these 
little dealers don’t scare any-
one, and will not discourage 
our anti-drug work”, though 
police officials did not iden-
tify the attackers. No arrests 
have been made, but prose-
cutors said Sunday that sur-
veillance cameras were being 
reviewed for clues.
Jeanne acknowledged that 
drug trafficking was a prob-
lem in the Bois-L’Abbe neigh-
bourhood, where the station 
is located. But police union 
officials said the attack un-
derscored a growing threat 
against law enforcement in 
depressed suburbs of Paris 
and other large cities.
Several other police stations 
across France have been 
targeted in similar fireworks 
attacks this year, and the 
Champigny-sur-Marne sta-
tion had already been hit by 
youths wielding fireworks, 
most recently last April.
“This was something totally 
different -- they wanted to 
physically injure these two 
officers,” he said. – APP

Cambodian 
farmers deploy 
scarecrows to 
ward off virus

DNA
KAMPONG CHAM, CAM-
BODIA: Armed with a stick, 
a floral-shirted scarecrow 
with a plastic pot for a head 
stands guard in front of a 
rural Cambodian home -- a 
sentry erected by supersti-
tious farmers to ward off 
the coronavirus.
Known as “Ting Mong” 
in Khmer, the creatively 
rendered scarecrows often 
pop up in villages that have 
been hard-hit by infectious 
diseases like dengue or wa-
ter-borne diarrhoea.
This time, “I’ve set up the 
Ting Mong to prevent the 
coronavirus from threaten-
ing my family,” says farmer 
Sok Chany, 45.  She has two 
posted in front of her wood-
en stilt home in Kampong 
Cham province, about 110 
kilometres (70 miles) north-
east of the capital Phnom 
Penh.  The other is dressed 
in camo-green and has a 
stick propped like a rifle 
across its hay-stuffed chest.

20 killed in 
bus, train 
collision

DNA
BANGKOK: A bus heading 
to a Buddhist temple col-
lided with a train in central 
Thailand on Sunday, killing 
at least 20 people dead and 
injuring 30, authorities said.
The accident took place at 
8:05 a.m. (0105 GMT) near 
the Khlong Kwaeng Klan rail-
way station 63 km (40 miles) 
east of Bangkok, said Maitree 
Tritilanon, governor of Cha-
choengsao province, where 
the crash occurred.
A tour bus carrying some 
60 factory workers on their 
way to a Buddhist ceremo-
ny at a temple was crossing 
a railway track when it was 
hit by a freight train headed 
to the capital from the east 
of the country. The bus was 
flipped on its side and the top 
ripped off, with debris and 
metal scattered around the 
accident area, images from 
rescue workers showed. The 
train remained on the rails.
Governor Maitree said the 
crossing has an alarm but 
no barrier to block traffic 
when a train is coming. He 
said the province will in-
stall speed bumps and bar-
riers as well as cut down 
trees near the crossing to 
improve visibility.

Tajikistan vote seen as 
easy win for strongman

DNA

DUSHANBE: Central Asian Tajik-
istan goes to the polls Sunday in 
a presidential election expected 
to make incumbent Emomali Ra-
khmon the longest-ruling strong-
man in the former Soviet space.
Few are anticipating any hiccups 
for Rakhmon as he closes in on 
three decades in power and looks 
to overtake Kazakhstan’s recently 
retired Nursultan Nazarbayev in 
the regional longevity stakes.
Rakhmon faces four other candi-
dates, all of whom are viewed as 
token opponents, in his bid for a 
fresh seven-year term.
Polling stations opened at 6 am 
local (0100 GMT) and will close 
at 8 pm (1500 GMT), with results 
expected the following morning.
Voters in the capital Dushanbe in-
terviewed by AFP overwhelmingly 
stated their intention to cast their 
ballot for Rakhmon -- and strug-
gled to name the other candidates. 
Student Abdukholik Faizov said 

that this was to be expected and 
predicted with a smile that “the 

one who always wins will win 
again.” “It is obvious! We are 

still waiting for free elections,” 
Faizov explained.  While disput-

ed votes in neighbouring Kyr-
gyzstan and fellow former Soviet 
republic Belarus have triggered 
massive upheavals in those 
countries, similar developments 
appear unlikely in Tajikistan. 
Rakhmon is portrayed by state 
media as bringing stability to 
the country following a civil war 
during the 1990s that pitted gov-
ernment forces against a diverse 
opposition including Islamist 
fighters. Constitutional chang-
es passed in 2016 allowed the 
“Founder Of Peace and National 
Unity, Leader of the Nation”, as 
Rakhmon is officially known, to 
run for office an unlimited num-
ber of times. Saida Rakhimova, 
the director of a state kinder-
garten, said that she hoped that 
Rakhmon would continue to rule 
for a long time yet. “We believe 
him, we trust him,” she said.  
She said that the government 
should raise miserly salaries 
and pensions for educators and 
carers in the poorest of former 
Soviet republics.

SEZ to be 
established 

along 
Motorway

DNA
SIALKOT: Sialkot 
Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry (SCCI) 
president Qaisar Iqbal 
Baryar said on Sunday 
that Special Econom-
ic Zone (SEZ) would 
be established along 
Sialkot-Lahore Motor-
way. Talking to APP, 
he said the SEZ would 
be of high significance 
to explore the busi-
ness potential of region 
which  would be help-
ful in accelerating the 
economic development. 
The SEZ would open 
up a new era of devel-
opment and provide 
employment opportuni-
ties in golden triangle 
(Sialkot, Gujranwala 
and Gujrat), he added. 
He said that Sialkot 
exporters were con-
tributing to strengthen 
the national economy 
by earning foreign ex-
change  of US $ 2.5 bil-
lion annually. The SCCI 
president said that 
adequate efforts were 
being made to resolve 
the problems of Sialkot 
business community on 
top priority.

Kyrgyz PM 
expects 

president to 
step down 

DNA
BISHKEK: Kyrgyzstan’s 
parliament on Saturday 
made a populist politi-
cian recently freed from 
jail prime minister, with 
Sadyr Japarov immedi-
ately saying he expected 
the country’s embattled 
president to step down. 
Hundreds of Japarov’s 
supporters took to the 
streets of capital Bish-
kek to celebrate, after a 
week that saw opposition 
supporters demonstrate 
and clash with police 
over a contested election 
on Sunday. At least one 
person has died and over 
1,000 have been injured 
in Kyrgyzstan, a Central 
Asian country with close 
ties to Russia.
The violence also saw 
shots fired as groups of 
rival supporters clashed 
on Friday. Japarov was 
made acting prime min-
ister after a majority of 
lawmakers supported his 
candidacy at an extraor-
dinary session of parlia-
ment. He said he expect-
ed President Sooronbay 
Jeenbekov to resign “in 
two to three days” in com-
ments at his confirmation 
on Saturday.  “I met with 
(Jeenbekov) here at the 
state residency. He said 
that after confirming the 
cabinet and government 
structures, he would re-
sign,” Japarov said at his 
confirmation.  A deputy 
speaker at the extraordi-
nary session on Saturday 
noted that Japarov would 
become acting president 
if Jeenbekov resigned.
The speaker of parlia-
ment would normally 
step in, but the post is 
currently unfilled. Two 
sources in the parlia-
ment, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity, told 
AFP that they expected 
Jeenbekov to honour his 
pledge to step down.

Denver : 
Demonstrator 

shot during 
rival rallies

DNA
DENVER: Police have ar-
rested a security guard 
after a man was shot dead 
during rival right- and left-
wing protests in the US 
city of Denver. Reports 
said the dead man had 
been taking part in a so-
called “Patriot Rally” of 
right-wing demonstrators.
Police said the suspect 
was not linked to the 
counter-demonstrators.
A Denver TV station said 
it had hired the suspect to 
protect its crew. However, 
police have not confirmed 
this. The “Patriot Rally” 
taking place in Denver 
was met by counter-pro-
tests by several groups 
who said they were hold-
ing a “Black Lives Mat-
ter-Antifa Soup Drive”. 
The shooting took place in 
a courtyard of the Denver 
Art Museum.

DNA

STEPANAKERT: Guen-
nadi Avanessian had a 
big two-storey house at 
28 Saroyan Street, with 
a wooden terrace and 
vines laden with dark 
grapes. But his comfort-
able middle-class home 
in a well-off street in 
the capital of war-hit 
Nagorno-Karabakh re-
gion has been smashed 
to pieces during the 
conf lict between neigh-
bouring Azerbaijan and 
Armenia. “I spent two 
years renovating this 

house with my own 
hands, and (Azerbai-
jani president) Aliyev 
destroyed it in two sec-
onds with his bombs,” 
Avanessian rages to any-
one who will listen from 
behind his moustache.
With a blue hat on his 
head, the 70-something 
clambers onto the huge 
heap of debris that is all 
that remains after the 
gutted house collapsed 
in on itself.
With a shovel, he search-
es through the twisted 
sheet metal, bits and 
pieces of the home’s 
structure and traces of 

his former life.
Azerbaijani forces bom-
barded the area a week 
ago, and it is the first 
time Avanessian has re-
turned. He is looking to 

scrape together whatev-
er can be salvaged dur-
ing a lull in the fighting 
after a ceasefire came 
into force on Saturday at 
noon. “I was here when 

the rocket came down. 
I heard a whistle and I 
rushed into the cellar. 
I was two seconds away 
from being killed,” he 
recalls. His son-in-law, 
also in the house that 
day, got away with an 
injury -- a minor mira-
cle given the total de-
struction visited on the 
house. “It’s a Smerch 
rocket that did this,” 
Avanessian says, refer-
ring to the Soviet-era 
“Tornado” projectiles 
that have been falling 
throughout Karabakh’s 
largest city during the 
past week of fighting 

over the ethnic Armeni-
an breakaway territory.
“Where will I live now? 
Under the stars, under 
the rain? I had everything 
and now I have nothing 
left, I can’t find anything. 
Everything’s blown apart. 
The only thing I could 
find was a suitcase with 
children’s clothes,” he 
laments, showing off the 
battered, ancient bag. 
“How can one man do 
this to another? Aliyev, 
you say that Karabakh 
is Azerbaijan. If I live in 
Azerbaijan, why have you 
bombed my house?” asks 
Avanessian.

Residents inspect destroyed homes in Karabakh

KABUL: Ambassador of Switzerland to Afghanistan Benedict Cerjat, meeting with M. Hanif Atmar, Minister of Foreign Affairs in Storai Palace. 
Ambassador Benedict is Ambassador to Pakistan also. He traveled to to Kabul to present his credentials to the Afghan President. – DNA

Rakhmon faces four other candidates, all of whom are viewed as token opponents, in 
his bid for a fresh seven-year term

Armenian shelling 
leaves seven dead

DNA

BAKU: Azerbaijan said Sun-
day that shelling by Armeni-
an forces on the country’s 
second largest city had left 
seven people dead, one day 
after a ceasefire between 

the two sides had been due 
to take effect. A “new night-
ly missile attack by Armeni-
an forces on (a) residential 
area of Ganja,” left seven 
dead and 33 wounded 
including children, Azer-
baijan’s foreign ministry 
wrote on Twitter.

Kim throws down gauntlet 
with huge new ICBM

DNA

SEOUL: The gargantuan 
new missile North Korea 
put on show at a mili-
tary parade is an explic-
it threat to US defences 
and an implicit challenge 
to both the current and 
next American president, 
analysts say, warning 
Pyongyang could test the 
weapon next year.
Leader Kim Jong Un 
watched the interconti-
nental ballistic missile 
(ICBM) roll through Kim 
Il Sung square -- named 
after his grandfather -- 
in Pyongyang at the cli-
max of an unprecedent-
ed night-time parade on 
Saturday. A consensus 
rapidly emerged among 
analysts that it was the 
largest road-mobile, 
liquid-fuelled missile 
anywhere in the world, 
and was highly likely 
to be designed to carry 
multiple warheads in 
independent re-entry ve-
hicles (MIRVs). Jeffrey 
Lewis of the Middlebury 

Institute of Internation-
al Studies said it was 
“clearly aimed at over-
whelming the US mis-
sile defense system in 
Alaska”.  It was “much 
cheaper for North Korea 
to add warheads than for 
the US to add intercep-
tors”, he added on Twit-
ter. If the ICBM carried 
three or four warheads, 
he explained, the US 
would need to spend 
around $1 billion on 12-
16 interceptors for each 
missile. “At that cost, I 
am pretty sure North 
Korea can add warheads 
faster than we can add 
interceptors.”
The missile was es-
timated at 24 metres 
long and 2.5 metres in 
diameter, which spe-
cialist Markus Schiller 
said was big enough 
to carr y 100 tonnes of 
fuel, which would take 
hours to load.
It was so big and heavy 
that it was practically 
unusable, he added: “You 
can’t move this thing 
fuelled, and you can’t fill 

it at the launch site. 
“This thing makes abso-
lutely no sense at all, ex-
cept for threat equation 
games, like sending the 
message of ‘we now have 
a mobile ICBM with 
MIRVs, be very afraid’.” 
North Korea watchers 
regularly caution that 
the devices Pyongyang 
puts on show at its pa-
rades may be mock-ups 
or models, and there is 
no proof they work until 
they are tested.
But the missile was car-
ried on an enormous and 
previously unseen 11-
axle transporter-erec-
tor- launcher, far larger 
than the eight-axle Chi-
nese-made vehicles the 
North has employed so 
far. “The truck may be 
a scarier story than the 
missile,” said Melissa 
Hanham of the Open 
Nuclear Network. 
“If the DPRK is indige-
nously producing their 
own chassis, then there 
is less of a constraint on 
the number of ICBMs 
they can launch.”

DNA

VILNIUS: Lithuanians 
vote Sunday in the first 
round of a general elec-
tion overshadowed by a 
record spike in coronavi-
rus cases, with the rul-
ing centre-left coalition 
defending its handling 
of the pandemic in a 
tight race with opposi-
tion conservatives. The 
rivals are also focused 
on bridging the eco-
nomic and educational 
gulf between rural and 
urban residents in the 
Baltic eurozone state of 
2.8 million people. All 
major parties share a 
pro-EU and NATO plat-
form, and back Vilnius’s 
drive to rally support 
within the EU for neigh-
bouring Belarus’s dem-
ocratic opposition after 
a disputed presidential 
election. Opinion polls 
show a tight race, with 
Prime Minister Saulius 
Skvernelis’ centre-left 
Farmers and Greens Un-
ion and the conservative 
Homeland Union-Lith-
uanian Christian Dem-

ocrats both garnering 
around 15 percent. 
If reelected, Skverne-
lis, who is more popu-
lar among lower-income 
rural voters, promises 
to set up state-owned 
pharmacies nationwide 
and introduce an annual 
“13th pension” cash bo-
nus for the elderly.
More popular among 
urbanites, his conserva-
tive rival ex-finance min-
ister Ingrida Simonyte 
has slammed Skvernelis 
-- a former national chief 
of police -- as running a 
chaotic and populist ad-
ministration.
Drive-in voting has been 
made available for the 
first time as part of pan-
demic safety measures. 
Masks and social dis-
tancing are mandatory 
in polling stations. De-
spite the recent record 
surge in cases, Lithua-
nia’s coronavirus relat-
ed-deaths are well below 
the EU average while fi-
nance ministry forecasts 
suggest the economy will 
contract just 1.5 percent 
this year, among the best 
outlooks in the eurozone.

Virus, inequality 
top agenda as 

Lithuania votes

Turkish 
Cypriots vote 
for new leader 
NICOSIA: The self-pro-
claimed Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus started a 
vote Sunday for a new lead-
er amid heightened tensions 
on the divided island and in 
the wider eastern Mediter-
ranean region.
The election in the break-
away TRNC that is recog-
nised only by Ankara comes 
three days after Turkish 
troops controversially reo-
pened access to the seaside 
ghost town of Varosha for 
the first time in decades.
That move sparked anger in 
the majority Greek-speaking 
Republic of Cyprus, which 
exercises its authority over 
the southern two thirds of 
the island and has been a 
member of the European 
Union since 2004.
TRNC authorities opened 
738 polling stations at 
8:00am (0500 GMT) for 
what they call a presiden-
tial election, and voting 
was to close at 6:00 pm 
(1500 GMT). If no candi-
date obtains at least 50 
percent of the vote, the 
two leading candidates 
will face off in a second 
round on October 18. 
Residents, masked and 
some wearing their own 
gloves amid the Covid-19 
pandemic, began casting 
their ballots at a school in 
north Nicosia, AFP jour-
nalists reported. – APP

It was “much cheaper for North Korea 
to add warheads than for the US to add 

interceptors”, he added on Twitter



Pilgrims 
returning 
from Iran 
kidnapped

 

DNA
PANJGOR: Unidentified men 
have abducted six pilgrims 
returning from Iran in Isa Zai 
area of Balochistan’s Panjgur 
district, an official confirmed 
Sunday. Amjad Soomro, the 
assistant commissioner in 
Panjgur, told a private tele-
vision channel that the ab-
ductors had left two women 
behind and taken six men to 
an undisclosed location in a 
double cabin vehicle.
According to Soomro, that the 
abductees are the residents 
of Karachi’s Malir district 
and they illegally entered Ba-
lochistan from Iran. The two 
women, who were left behind 
by the abductors, were al-
lowed to leave by the local ad-
ministration, said the assistant 
commissioner. He added that 
the law enforcement agencies 
have launched an operation to 
recover the abductees.

Punjab: highest 
virus cases in 

almost 2 months
The number of corona cases started 
increasing after schools, colleges and 

educational institutions were reopened 
in a phased manner from September 15 

Abid Raza / DNA
LAHORE: The number of coronavirus cases in Punjab has 
been on the rise and on October 10, data from the Na-
tional Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) revealed 
that 203 people contracted the coronavirus, the highest 
number of people who tested positive for the infection in a 
single day, in almost two months.  A look at the data shows 
COVID-19 cases are steadily rising in October. Out of the 
first 10 days of the month, in seven days more than 100 
cases of the virus were reported in the province. 
On October 9, Punjab reported 154 cases of the infection 
in a single day, the second-highest tally of the month so 
far.  On Saturday, October 10, 203 people tested positive 
for the virus — the highest number of persons contracting 
the virus since the last two months — and the highest tally 
of the month so far as well.  The number of coronavirus 
cases started increasing after schools, colleges and edu-
cational institutions were reopened in a phased manner 
from September 15 in the province and around the coun-
try. On September 26, 187 new cases of the virus were 
reported throughout the province, making it the month’s 
highest tally in a single day for Punjab. 

Briefs
India trying 

to create 
sectarian rift: 

Imran Khan
Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan while 
strongly condemning the 
target killing of Maulana 
Adil Khan of Jamia Farooqia 
in Karachi has said that In-
dia is attempting to target 
Ulema to fan sectarian rift 
in the country.
In his series of tweets, the 
Prime Minister stressed 
upon the Ulema from all 
sects that they must ensure 
that people did not fall prey 
to nefarious Indian design 
to destabilize Pakistan by 
fueling a sectarian conflict.
Imran Khan said we have 
prevented a number of such 
attempts preemptively in 
last few months.
He said that our intelligence 
organizations and law en-
forcement agencies will nab 
culprits of this murder also.

Sindh govt 
bans pillion 

riding 
Athar Sufi

KARACHI: The Sindh gov-
ernment on Sunday im-
posed a ban in Karachi on 
pillion riding for 30 days, 
citing reports that targeted 
killings in the city may rise 
and further deteriorate law 
and order.
According to a notification 
released by the home de-
partment, the ban has been 
imposed with immediate 
effect. “The additional IG 
Karachi has conveyed that 
there are some reports that 
miscreants and disgruntled 
elements may disturb the 
peace and create law and 
order problem in Karachi,” 
read the notification. 
It added that miscreants 
may carry out target kill-
ings and the ban was also 
imposed as “very recently 
a few incidents of hand gre-
nade lobbing and targeted 
killings of personnel of law 
enforcing and religious 
scholars have been report-
ed in the city”.
The home department said 
that the ban will not be ap-
plicable to women, children 
below the age of 12 years, 
senior citizens, personnel of 
Law Enforcement Agencies 
(LEAs)/security agencies in 
uniform, employees of es-
sential services and journal-
ists subject to showing their 
press card/service card. 

‘PDM 
movement 

will fuel 
sectarianism’

DNA
 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minis-
ter for Science and Technol-
ogy Fawad Chaudhry Sunday 
said that opposition’s move-
ment will give rise to sectar-
ian tensions in the country.
Fawad Chaudhry, in a tweet, 
said that primary challenge 
state faces by opposition’s 
anti-government movement 
is use of religious card by 
the protestors. He said that 
processions of students of 
religious schools armed 
with sticks is an attempt to 
ignite religious sentiments.
The federal minister said 
that any sensible analyst 
will consider the movement 
chaotic and violent.

Heatwave 
alert for 
Karachi  
Athar Sufi

KARACHI: A heat wave 
alert was issued by the 
meteorological on Sunday, 
warning people from ventur-
ing out unnecessarily during 
the next week or so unnec-
essarily and during peak 
hours when the a person is 
most exposed to the sun. 
The Meteorological de-
partment on Sunday 
forecast that a heat wave 
would prevail over Karachi 
during the next six to eight 
days with the temperature 
rising up to 40-42°C during 
the daytime.
The Met office in the weath-
er forecast stated that a high 
pressure area formed over 
central Asia inducing wind 
flow from North to North-
west over Sindh including 
Karachi may generate heat 
wave conditions in the city 
in the coming days. 

DNA / Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: The British 
High Commissioner Chris-
tian Turner travelled to 
Chitral, Hunza and Gilgit 
this week in his first visit to 
the North of Pakistan. The 
visit was part of a joint ef-
fort with the Canadian High 
Commission and the Aga 
Khan Foundation.
During the visit, the Brit-
ish High Commissioner 
stressed the potential for 
sustainable tourism in 
northern Pakistan to create 
jobs and support local com-
munities. He also saw the 
impacts of climate change 
on local communities.  
Pakistan is the 5th most vul-
nerable country to climate 
change, and has more gla-
cial ice than any country in 

the world outside the Polar 
Regions, since 2015, the 
number of lakes caused by 
melting glaciers in Pakistan 
has increased from 30 to 150. 
He highlighted UK’s sup-
port for Pakistan’s drive 
to find nature-based solu-
tions to climate change, in 
advance of the UK-hosted 
COP26 international cli-
mate negotiations in 2021.
British High Commission-
er Christian Turner CMG 
said: “In my first visit to 
the North of Pakistan I was 
blown away by its natural 
beauty.  But the potential 
for sustainable tourism and 
its communities are at risk 
from climate change. 
As part of our preparations 
for hosting the 2021 COP26 
climate negotiations, the 
UK will do more to help 
vulnerable communities in 

Pakistan deal with the im-
pact of climate change and 
protect these magnificent 
landscapes.  Our world is 
our responsibility”.
The High Commissioner vis-
ited UK funded climate-re-

silience activities in central 
Garam Chashma. UK plans 
to invest £13 million in Pa-
kistan this year on tackling 
climate change. This will 
include supporting vulner-
able communities adapt to 
climate change, improve re-
silience through emergency 

disaster planning and help-
ing to increase the use of 
renewable energy.
The visit also focused on 
girl’s education and support 
for gender equality.
The UK is committed to 
ensuring every girl gets 12 
years of quality education, 

and has supported nearly 
8 million girls in Pakistan 
to attend primary and sec-
ondary school. 
The High Commissioner 
visited Government Girls 
School in Hunza, the Chitral 
Women Sports Club and met 
inspiring women entrepre-
neurs who are leading the 
way on achieving Pakistan’s 
potential and delivering in-
clusive prosperity in their 
communities. At Karakorum 
International University, the 
High Commissioner award-
ed Scottish Pakistan Schol-
arships to students; and 
learned about their experi-
ence and future ambitions.
The Scotland Pakistan 
Scholarship for Young Wom-
en and Girls aims to make 
higher education more ac-
cessible to underprivileged 
girls across Pakistan.

British High Commissioner visits Northern areas

DNA tests 
conducted in 
Charsadda 
rape case

DNA
CHARSADDA: Samples 
of more 65 suspects were 
taken for DNA tests in the 
rape-cum-murder case of 
two-and-a-half-year-old girl. 
Sources said police are in-
vestigating the arrested sus-
pects but have not yet been 
able to find a clue about the 
culprits behind the felony. 
A police official said the po-
lice were taking the investi-
gation forward on the basis 
of evidence collected from 
the crime scene. 
The police said they have 
not yet received a DNA 
report of the minor girl. 
Sources said that they will 
present the suspects before 
the court after receiving 
DNA report of the suspects. 
The medical report of the 
body of the minor victim has 
confirmed that she was sex-
ually assaulted before being 
stabbed to death. 
Earlier, on October 6, the 
mutilated body of Zain-
ab was found dumped in 
the fields in the Daudzai 
area of Peshawar, close to 
Charsada.  The incident has 
sparked an outcry in the 
area with the family of the 
victim demanding immedi-
ate arrest of the culprits. 
The Charsadda police have 
registered a case under ab-
duction, sexual assault and 
murder sections.

First direct 
flight of British 
Airways today

DNA
KARACHI: The British Air-
ways is all set to operate its 
first direct flight to Lahore 
from London tomorrow 
(Monday).  As per details, a 
flight carrying 300 passen-
gers on board will fly for La-
hore from London’s Heath-
row airport. The flight will 
land at Lahore airport Tues-
day morning.
Arrangements at the La-
hore airport have been 
finalised, whereas UK dip-
lomatic staff and the Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) 
officials will welcome 
passengers of the flight. 
Flight will fly for Lahore 
from London’s Heathrow 
airport and reach pro-
vincial capital of Punjab 
Tuesday morning. UK dip-
lomatic staff and the Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) 
officials will welcome pas-
sengers of the flight.
According to a schedule, 
the airline will operate di-
rect flights from Lahore, Pa-
kistan to London four days 
a week.  All flights will be 
operated by a Boeing 787-
8 departing from Heathrow 
Terminal 5, landing into 
Lahore’s International Air-
port, according to British 
Airways airline.
It is pertinent to mention 
here that British Airways 
resumed flight operations 
to Pakistan in June 2019. 
Flight operations that 
were suspended again due 
to the coronavirus pan-
demic resumed in August.
The airline already flies 
from Islamabad. 

TikTok 
approaches 

PTA for 
negotiations  

Ibrar Khan

ISLAMABAD: Just two days 
after a ban was imposed 
on the Chinese video-shar-
ing application in Pakistan, 
TikTok officials have ap-
proached Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority (PTA) 
and agreed on an effective 
mechanism for negotiations 
that would curb “immoral or 
indecent content”.
PTA spokesperson Khur-
ram Mehran said while 
there may be other reasons 
for a ban on the application 
in other countries, the rea-
son it was banned in Paki-
stan was the “sharing of 
immoral content” due to the 
“absence of proactive mod-
eration of unlawful online 
content”.
According to a tweet from 
TikTok officials, the com-
pany is working to restore 
services in Pakistan.
The Pakistan Telecommuni-
cation Authority (PTA) had 
blocked Chinese-owned vid-
eo-sharing app TikTok after 
the company “failed to fully 
comply” with its instruc-
tions for “development of 
an effective mechanism for 
proactive moderation of un-
lawful online content”.
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IslamabadPOST
ITALIAN HOSPITALITY

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Italy Andreas Ferrarese hosted a dinner for Daily Islamabad POST and CENTRELINE 
magazine at his residence. He also invited Gen ® Masood, Imtiaz Gul, Amir Rana, Maria Sultan, Naveed Miraj and 

head of Press Section Italian embassy. Full coverage of the event in the coming issue of CENTRELINE. – DNA

Pakistan appreciates China for 
repaid development in Xinjiang

Staff Report / DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan highly ap-
preciates China for its consistent 
policy carrying out repaid devel-
opment and promoting social sta-
bility in Xinjiang region, Gwadar 
Pro reported on Sunday quoting 
senior officials. Pakistan believes 
its Iron Brother China has brought 
Xinjiang at par with its other re-
gions in contrast to the western 
countries propaganda.
China's development strategy to-
wards Xinjiang is highly success-
ful.  "If someone visits Xinjiang, 
he will see it is not behind China's 
major cities. The Chinese govern-
ment and people live like one unit 
and as one nation.
Islamabad is happy with the de-
velopment of the region that was 
once under-developed. "In fact we 
are learning from them (China) to 

develop our neglected areas. Xin-
jiang is an example (of fast devel-
opment)," the officials added.
Some countries were raising Xin-
jiang and Hong Kong issues just 
to demonstrate animosity towards 
China. "This propaganda won't 
work. China has developed fast 
and is carrying each of its region 
with the major cities. Pakistan is 
convinced (that) China is the fu-
ture of the world," they argued, cit-
ing Prime Minister Imran Khan's 
policy. Overall statistics show that 
China's Xinjiang Uygur Autono-
mous Region has seen a positive 
trend in economic development 
and people's livelihoods have sig-
nificantly improved.
Noting that development is an 
important foundation for lasting 
peace and stability in Xinjiang, 
Chinese President Xi Jinping re-
cently at the third central sympo-
sium on work related to Xinjiang 

underlined the need to fully and 
faithfully implement the CPC's 
policies on governing Xinjiang for 
the new era.
Xi demanded law-based govern-
ance and long-term efforts to de-
velop Xinjiang into a region that 
is united, harmonious, prosper-
ous, and culturally advanced, with 
healthy ecosystems and people liv-
ing and working in contentment.
Xinjiang's Gross Domestic Prod-
uct (GDP) has increased from less 
than $147 billion in 2014 to $205 
billion by 2019, with an average 
yearly increase of 7.2 percent.
In mid-September, China's State 
Council Information Office pub-
lished a white paper titled "Em-
ployment and Labor Rights in 
Xinjiang", which said that through 
proactive labour and employment 
policies, Xinjiang had continuous-
ly improved people's lives and 
guaranteed and developed their 

human rights in every field.
Jan Achakzai, a geopolitical an-
alyst and a politician from Ba-
lochistan, said western media 
will hardly report great strides of 
China’s success in development, 
grass root transformation and pov-
erty alleviation of its once most 
underdeveloped Xinjiang.
"China has done marvels over the 
last decades by reducing poverty 
lifting over 100 million people out 
of misery. The governance has de-
livered in terms of creating an ena-
bling environment through special 
focus on infrastructure develop-
ment, energy self-sufficiency, and 
human development. And it mat-
ters for Pakistan," he said.
He added, "For Pakistan, particu-
larly Balochistan, the Chinese 
success in poverty alleviation and 
improving under developed areas 
is a role model. 
Being the poorest of Pakistan’s 

provinces, Balochistan’s poverty 
level, according to UNDP esti-
mates, is around 70%. As Islam-
abad is prioritizing fundamental 
pillars of the economic take off, 
investment in infrastructure, en-
ergy and human development, a 
development-led governance mod-
el should be adopted in smaller 
provinces like Balochistan."
He said another field where Paki-
stan can learn from the Chinese 
experience in Xinjiang was tour-
ism promotion. "Tourism could 
be lucrative for Balochistan as 
it boasts best places to attract 
tourists from the world. China 
has particularly focused on this 
sector in Xinjiang. 
According to one statistic, more 
than 100 million tourists spent 
around 182 billion ($ 26 billion) 
last year in the region, boosting 
per capita income massively," he 
remarked.

Corona kills 
12 in one day

DNA
LAHORE: Pakistan has 
reported 12 deaths in last 
24 hours by novel coro-
navirus as the number of 
positive cases has surged 
to 318,932. 
The nationwide tally of 
fatalities has jumped to 
6,570, media reported on 
Sunday.
According to the latest fig-
ures by the National Com-
mand and Operation Center 
(NCOC) 666 persons have 
been tested positive for 
COVID-19 in 24 hours.
Sindh remains the worst-hit 
province by the pandemic in 
terms of cases followed by 
Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa and Islamabad.
Till now 140,131 coronavi-
rus cases have been con-
firmed in Sindh, 100,687 in 
Punjab, 38,329 in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, 17,296 in 
Islamabad, 15,520 in Ba-
lochistan, 3,045 in Azad 
Kashmir and 3,924 in 
Gilgit-Baltistan.
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ISLAMABAD: The addition 
of two lanes to NA-55 Na-
tional road (Ratodero- Shi-
karpur) was formally kicked 
off this week, Gwadar Pro 
reported on Saturday.
The project is owned by Na-
tional Highways Authority 
(NHA), and contracted by a 
Chinese enterprise, TIEC 
(Shaanxi Construction Engi-
neering Group Corporation 
Limite), one of the top 250 
global contractors of ENR in 
2020. Located in Shikarpur, 

Sindh, N-55 is about 43.4 km 
long. It is the first road infra-
structure project in Sindh 
during the epidemic and 
the first project to be imple-
mented by the NHA in 2020.
Meanwhile, it is reckoned as 
an important part of the Cen-
tral Asia Regional Economic 
Cooperation (CAREC) plan. 
At the end of August, TIEC 
won the bid for this project, 
and it is expected to be com-
pleted in 24 months. Xu Wei, 
the manager of TIEC, said 
earlier in an interview that 
during the construction peri-
od of this project.

Construction of two 
lanes of N-55 starts


