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Palestine
envoy
grateful
to Pakistan

DNA

Palestinian

ambassa-
dor Ahmed
Ameen  ac-
knowledged
the support
of Pakistan
for Palestinian state. In a
statement, the ambassador
said, “I heartily extend sin-
cere thanks to Government
and people of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan for
their continuous support to
Palestine cause and high-
ly appreciate Imran Khan,
Prime Minister of the Is-
lamic Republic of Pakistan
on his recent statement,
as Prime Minister said that
“Our position about Israel is
very clear, Pakistan can nev-
er recognize Israel” and the
founder of Pakistan Muham-
mad Ali Jinnah had made it
clear long time ago that Isra-
el would not be recognized
until just and fair solution of
the Palestinian problem is
given; he categorically said,
“Pakistan will never recog-
nize Israel until just and fair
solution of the Palestinian
problem is given”.
I thank Excellency Imran
Khan, and every single in-
dividual of Pakistan for sup-
porting Palestine on the all
the International Forums
of the World.

PDM to
decide about
talks with
army: Bilawal

DNA

GILGIT: PPP chairman Bi-
¥ lawal Bhutto
* Zardari has
said that
the Pakistan
Democratic
Movement
(PDM) is the platform
which will decide whether
political parties should en-
gage in a dialogue with the
armed forces or not.

“We believe the right to
form a government or the
right to employment is
sought through democratic
means,” said Bilawal dur-
ing a press conference on
Friday. “These will be taken
through elections, we will
not request for them,” he
added.

The PPP leader said that
the people of Gilgit-Bal-
tistan will vote for the
party and enable them to
form their government
with a clear majority so
that the PPP’s manifesto
can be implemented in
the province.

“As far as talks with the
armed forces are con-
cerned, if talks will be
held, then PDM is the
platform that will decide
that,” he said.
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Balouchistan

Addressing notables of South
Balochistan in Turbat, he said young
people, espemally students

Bureau ReporT / DNA

TURBAT: Prime Minister Imran Khan has
announced to introduce 4G internet ser-
vices and Naya Pakistan Housing Scheme
in Balochistan for the benefit of common
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people. Addressing notables of South Ba-

lochistan in Turbat on Friday afternoon,
he said young people, especially students
of the province, can take maximum benefit
from fast internet facilities in the age of in-

formation technology.

The Prime Minister said under the Naya Pa-
kistan Housing Scheme poor people can get
loan from designated banks on five percent
interest to have their own house. Imran Khan
said it is part of his faith that no nation can
progress unless it lifts its weaker segments.

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information and
Broadcasting Senator Shibli Faraz said on
Friday that Prime Minister Imran Khan’s
visit to Balochistan would be a harbinger
of prosperity for the people of Balochistan.
In a tweet regarding Prime Minister’s visit
to Balochistan, he said the development of
Balochistan will lead to the development of
the country. “We will alleviate the sense of
deprivation of the people of the province
through economic and social develop-
ment,” Shibli Faraz remarked.

FOREIGN OFFICE SPOKESMAN SAYS

Indian attempts against
Pakistan not to succeed

ANSAR BHATTI

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan on
Friday rejecting the gratui-
tous remarks by the Spokes-
person of Indian Ministry of
External Affairs regarding
state of minorities in Paki-
stan, said such "desperate
attempts will not succeed
in diverting attention from
India’s domestic and foreign
policy failures".
The Foreign Office termed
the remarks as "baseless
oft-repeated allegations re-
garding terrorism" said, "re
gurgitation of fabricated ac-
cusations by India does not
turn a falsehood into truth".
The FO said as a perpetrator
of unabated state-terrorism
in the Indian lllegally Occu-
pied Jammu & Kashmir (110-
JK) and systemic state-spon-
sored discrimination against
Continued on Page 06

India suffered
heavy losses: ISPR

RAWALPINDI: On night 7/8 November 2020, report-
edly Indian Army had an encounter with few freedom
fighters in District Kupwara, well within Indian Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir territory, oppo-
site Neelum valley, wherein it suffered few casualties
including 4 soldiers. To ward off the humiliation faced
by Indian Army in front of domestic audience, instead
of finding the reasons from within and addressing the
same, on 13 November 2020, Indian Army opted for
resorting to unprovoked and indiscriminate fire of all
calibers, including Artillery and heavy mortars, along
LOC in various sectors of AJ&K. The targeted areas
included Neelum Valley (Nekrun, Kel, Sharda, Dudh-
nial, Shahkot, Jura, Nauseri sectors), Leepa Valley
(Danna, Mandal and Kayani secotrs), Jhelum Valley
(Chham and Pandu secorts), and Bagh Valley (Pirkan-
thi, Sankh, Haji Pir, Bedori and Kailer sectors).

In this deliberate attempt, Indian Army did not limit
itself to engagement of Army Posts / positions, rath-
er, in utter disregard to all international obligations
and human rights, targeted civil population resulting
serious casualties to innocent civilians to include 4 x
shaheed and 12 injured. Continued on Page 06

World must benefit
from vaccine: WHO

GENEVA: The head of the World Health
Organization hailed the rapid progress to-
wards a Covid-19 vaccine but insisted Friday
that every country had to reap the benefits.
“A vaccine will be a vital tool for controlling
the pandemic, and we’re encouraged by the
preliminary results of clinical trials released
this week,” Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
said, in closing the WHO’s annual assembly.
US pharmaceutical giant Pfizer and
its German partner BioNTech an- A%
nounced Monday that their candi- £
date vaccine had proven 90 percent ¥
effective in ongoing final phase
trials involving more than 40,000
people, less than a year after the
novel coronavirus emerged in

China. “Never in history
has vaccine research
progressed so quickly.
We must apply the same
urgency and innovation

to ensuring that all countries benefit from
this scientific achievement,” said Tedros.
Tedros said the pandemic had shown there
was an urgent need for “a globally-agreed
system for sharing pathogen materials and
clinical samples”, to facilitate the rapid de-
velopment of Covid-19 vaccines, diagnostics
and therapeutics as “global public goods”.
He said the system could not wait for bilat:
eral agreements that could take years
&'y to negotiate. "We are proposing a
™ new approach that would include a
. repository for materials housed by
_ | WHO in a secure Swiss facility; an
I agreement that sharing materials
- into this repository is voluntary;
that WHO can facilitate the
transfer and use of the
materials; and a set of cri-
teria under which WHO
would distribute them,”
said Tedros. — DNA
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MUZAFFARABAD: Send off ceremony was held at Presidency, AJK for scholarship awardees
to Turkey by Higher Education Council of Turkey. President AJK presided over the ceremony
and Turkish Ambassador Ihsan Mustafa Yurdakul attended as chief guest. — DNA

Turkish govt
scholarships
for AJK
students

DNA

MUZAFFARABD: 10 Stu-
dents and faculty members
from AJK university will be
going to Turkey for studies
in different disciplines.
In this regard a send off
ceremony was held at Pres-
idency, AJK for scholarship
awardees to Turkey by High-
er Education Council of Tur-
key. President AJK Sardar
Masood Khan presided over
the ceremony and Turkish
Ambassador attended as
Chief Guest .
The AJK President in his
speech thanked the Turkish
government for providing
the scholarships.
The Azad Jammu and Kash-
mir (AJK) President Sardar
Masood Khan said that
Turkey has emerged as a
centre of hope for the Mus-
lim world, and the Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan has risen as a symbol
of the renaissance of Islam.
Continued on Page 06

Highest single
day cases
since July

KHayam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan re-
corded 2,304 new corona-
virus cases in the past 24
hours —a 27% jump (around
500 new cases) over the pre-
vious day. The last time Pa-
kistan reported over 2,000
cases was July 16.

The virus claimed 37 lives in
a day — another high in four
months, while the number
of active cases shot up to
23,641 across the country.
A total of 36,923 tests were
conducted across the prov-
inces, with the case positiv-
ity rate registering at 6.4%.
Till now 153,051 coronavi-
rus cases have been con-
firmed in Sindh, 108,822 in
Punjab, 41,472 in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, 16,274 in Ba-
lochistan, 23,122 in Islama-
bad, 5,139 in Azad Kashmir
and 4,416 in Gilgit-Baltistan.

Trump takes a dig at
firms aiding China

The order listed 31 companies Thursday it said
China was using for the “increasing exploitation”
of US investment capital to fund military

China greets Joe Biden

DNA

BEIJING: China congratulated US President-elect
Joe Biden on Friday after he was declared winner of
the American election. "We respect the choice of the
American people. We express our congratulations
to Mr Biden and Ms Harris," said foreign ministry
spokesman Wang Wenbin at a press briefing, refer-
ring to incoming vice president Kamala Harris.

WASHINGTON: US Pres-
ident Donald Trump has
signed an executive order
banning Americans from in-
vesting in Chinese firms that
are deemed to be supplying
or supporting Beijing’s mili-
tary and security apparatus.
The order listed 31 compa-
nies Thursday it said China
was using for the “increasing
exploitation” of US invest-
ment capital to fund military
and intelligence services,
including the development
and deployment of weapons
of mass destruction.

US-China relations have
deteriorated sharply during
Trump’s presidency, and

this was the latest in a se-
ries of executive orders and
regulatory actions that have
targeted China’s economic
and military expansion.

Under his “America First”
banner, Trump has por-
trayed China as the great-

est threat to the United
States and global democ-
racy, pursued a trade war
with it, harangued Chinese
tech firms, and laid all the
blame for the coronavirus
pandemic at Beijing’s door.

Continued on Page 06

Pak, Kazakh student
programs stressed

ISLAMABAD: Rector of NUML, M.Jaffar
presenting a souvenir to Ambassador of the
Republic of Kazakhstan A. Rakhmetullin. — DNA

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador
of the Republic of Kazakh-
stan to the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan A. Rakhmetullin
met with the Rector of the
National University of Mod-
ern Languages of Pakistan
M.Jaffar.

During the meeting, the
sides discussed issues of es-
tablishment of cooperation
with Kazakh universities.
In particular, the need to
exchange students, improve

the skills of Kazakh and
Pakistani teachers, as well
as organize seminars for
students in order to be ac-
quainted with the cultures
of the two countries.

The rector of the University
expressed interest in estab-
lishing cooperation with the
Al-Farabi Kazakh National
University, and confirmed
the readiness of the Univer-
sity’s management to organ-
ize various conferences and
seminars for the Embassy
of the Republic of Kazakh-
stan.

CIIE to promote Pakistan’s exports to China: Moin

It has provided very efficient, affordable and modern transport facilities to the people of Lahore. This is
an area of the transport sector, which is a very important area of cooperation between our two countries

DNA

BEIING: Pakistani

Expo (CIIE)

products here.

Talking to China Economic Net
(CEN), Mion ul Haque stated that
he was extremely happy to repre-
sent Pakistan in the recent Third
China International Import Expo

(CHE) in Shanghai.

“It is very important even for

Ambassa-
dor to China Mion ul Haque said
that China International Import
is the flagship
event of China and it fully sup-
ports the exports of Pakistan’s

Pakistan to promote and to
showcase Pakistan, strengthen
various sectors, and to promote
Pakistan’s exports to China”, the
ambassador added.

He further said that the presi-
dent of Pakistan was one of the
first leaders who delivered the
address there.

While in the first CIIE, which was
held in 2018, Pakistan’s prime
minister attended the event and
he was a keynote speaker and we
had a large Pakistani pavilion.
President of Pakistan Dr. Arif Alvi
applauded the special and sole
Pakistan- China relations and ap-

preciated China’s efforts that had
successfully dealt with COVID-19
pandemic through a special video

message at the third CIIE.
Answering the question about Or-
ange Line metro in Lahore, Mr.
Moin ul Haq stated that it is a very
important project under China Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor.

It has set on a new trend and a
very first project in public trans-
port sector and it’s Pakistan’s first
metro project.

“It has provided very efficient,
affordable and modern transport
facilities to the people of Lahore.
This is an area of the transport
sector, which is a very important
area of cooperation between our
two countries.

And we hope that such projects
will be also developed in other cit-
ies of the country by cooperation
with China”, he said.

It is worth mentioning that under
China Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor, the flagship project of Belt
and Road
first metro “Orange Line “has
started commercial operations in
the traditional eastern city of La-
hore last month.

The 27km Orange line has 26
stations, considerably reducing
travel time from a two-and-a-half-
hour by bus to 45 minutes by Or-
ange Line.

Initiative, Pakistan’s

(Pakistan

condemns
shootin
at Sau
embassy

A.M.BHATTI

ISLAMABAD™: Pakistan
on Friday strongly con-
demned the shooting in-
cident that targeted the
Embassy of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia in the
Dutch capital, The Hague.
The shameful attack bla-
tantly violated all interna-
tional laws and norms.

Pakistan appreciates
prompt action by the Dutch
authorities and hopes the
perpetrators will soon be
brought to justice, said a
statement issued by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
It said, Pakistan expresses
solidarity with the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia. We
stand by the Kingdom
against any threat to its
safety and security.

. J
‘Economy
heading
in right
direction’
RAWALPINDI:  Provincial

Minister of Prisons and
Colonies, Fiaz ul Hasaan
Chohan Friday said that all
the economic indicators are
positive as the government
has made all out efforts to
overcome challenges and
bring the country out of
€conomic crisis.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here in Rawalpindi
Arts Council (RAC), he said
that the first and last crite-
rion of any economy is the
current account deficit.

He said before PTI govern-
ment there was a deficit of
25 to 30 billion every year
which has been was elimi-

nated. — APP
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SC takes
measures
for corona

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme
Court of Pakistan Friday is-
sued guidelines to avert the
potential threat of coronavi-
rus infection to the Judges,
staff, lawyers, litigants and
security staff of the august
court. The august Court has
been issuing circulars, guide-
lines and advisories from
time to time for the staff,
lawyers, litigants and secu-
rity personnel in Courts and
offices all over Pakistan.
Keeping in view the 2nd
wave of Coronavirus (Cov-
id-19) and to avoid spread of
Virus, different preventive
measures in the vicinity of
Supreme Court Building
has been taken.

According to measures only
lawyers and those litigants
who were pleading in per-
son or persons summoned
by the Court or issued notic-
es by the Court could attend
the Court. All other per-
sons/potential visitors were
advised to avoid visiting the
Court and may collect infor-
mation through phone from
Supreme Court helpline
(1818), he added.

Wearing of face mask and
getting checked of fever/
temperature was mandatory
for all the persons on enter-
ing in the premises of the
court’s building at Islama-
bad and Branch Registries
at Lahore, Karachi, Pesha-
war and Quetta.

Entry of people without
face mask, temperature/
fever/symptoms  checking
and passing through disin-
fectant tunnel was banned
forthwith. — APP

GB musical
night held
at Annual
Lok Mela

ISLAMABAD: A colourful
Gilgit  Baltistan  musical
night with variety of tradi-
tional songs here on Friday
was held at Lok Virsa as
part of 10-day long Lok Mela
(Festival). Eminent Folk art-
ists and musicians including
Ksahif, Abid Khan,Tanveen
Ahmed,Junaid,Mnzoor Bal-
tistani,Abdul  Majeed,Nua-
man,Mubarik Ali  Sawan,
Masood Ehsan,Ghulam
Hussain,Waji Haider, Rizwan
Muhammad ~ Ameen,Amir
Aman Hunzai and others en-
thralled the audience at the
Open Air Theatre.

Famous Sheedi Leva dance
group and exclusive sword
dance entertained the on-
lookers with their distinc-
tive attire and unique dance
moves. The GB pavilion, a
group of young artists and
musicians in  traditional
dress attracted visitors with
their spellbinding perfor-
mance. In addition to the
provinces, the GB has par-
ticipated in the festival with
a contigent of more than 40
master artisans, folk artists,
musicians and officials.

Folk Festival ‘Lok Mela’
continues in which provinc-
es across the country are
highlighting the beauty of
their culture through shows
of arts and crafts in provin-
cial pavilions. — APP

SC approves
PBA appeal
for hearing

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme
Court on Friday suspended
high court and the Pakistan
Electronic Media Regula-
tory Authority (PEMRA)
order regarding issuance
of new TV channels license
and accepted the Pakistan
Broadcasters Association’s
(PBA’s) appeal for hearing.
A three-member bench of
the apex court headed by
Justice  Mushir Alam and
comprising Justice Yahya
Afridi and Justice Qazi
Muhammad Amin Ahmed
heard the case.

During the course of pro-
ceedings, the court direct-
ed the PEMRA to hear the
PBA in accordance with the
law and make a decision
without being affected by
the previous decision.

It added that PEMRA
should hear the PBA on
December 7 or any other
suitable date and decide
the matter afterwards.
Advocate Faisal Siddiqui
counsel for PBA said that
according to the law, mem-
bers had to state the time
and place of the meeting in
the notice. He said that the
competent authority did
not decide on the applica-
tion of PBA. - APP

ISLAMABAD: Officials from Allama Igbal Open University and Zong exchanging memorandum of understanding (MoU). — DNA

ZoNng

rovides taleem

Internet bundle to AIOU

According to the agreement, Zong will provide AIOU Taleem Bundle

to the students and employees of AlO

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Allama Igbal Open
University and Zong signed a
memorandum of understanding
(MoU) at the main campus of the
university.

According to the agreement, Zong
will provide AIOU Taleem Bundle
to the students and employees of
AIOU on subsidized rates which
can be used to access AIOU online
services like Aaghi LMS, AIOU
Live (FM radio/TV), digital library
and university website, etc.

Prof. Dr. Nasir Mehmood, Dean
Faculty of Education chaired the
MoU signing session. Professors,

can be used to access AIOU online services

principal officers of the univer-
sity, and senior management of
Zong telecommunication network
participated in the MoU signing
ceremony. Sohail Nazir Rana,
Registrar AIOU, and Mr. Farhan
Zakir, Director Government and
Corporate Sales Services, Zong
signed the MoU on behalf of their
respective organizations.

During his address to the partic-
ipants, Mr. Moied Javeed, CCO,
Zong highly appreciated the role
of AIOU in promotion of educa-
tion. He said that AIOU is one of
those national institutions of the
country which contribute tremen-
dously to the progress and devel-
opment of the country.

He further said that he was im-
pressed by the infrastructure of
the university.

He proposed multiple possibilities
of further collaboration between
AIOU and Zong including inter-
connectivity of all 54 regional of-
fices of the university through a
single networking operation and
collaboration of AIOU with a high-
er education institution of China
specialized in online education
for bring further improvements in
AlIOU’s online education system
and delivery mechanism.

Mr. Ajmal Farooq, Director ICT,
AIOU briefed the participants
about the ongoing automation
and digitalization processes of

the university. He said that AIOU
is primarily focusing on convert-
ing all of its academic and ad-
ministrative operations and pro-
cedures from manual to digital.
He termed the agreement as a
landmark achievement in facilitat-
ing the students to participate in
online academic activities.

He further informed that 89 per-
cent of the students were able to
connect to Aaghi LMS successful-
ly and attended their online class-
es in spring 2020 semester.

While speaking on this occasion,
Prof. Dr. Nasir Mehmood said,
“AlOU is imparting low cost ed-
ucation to almost 1.4 million stu-
dents and by joining hands with

on subsidized rates which

Zong and other telecom compa-
nies AIOU would be able to im-
prove its reach and accessibility”.
He, further, informed that 54 per-
cent of the students enrolled with
AIOU are females who come from
distant regions of the country.
Owing to cultural and financial is-
sues, AIOU remains the only hope
of education for them serving as
a social welfare enterprise and
nearly 36 lac students have so far
graduated from the university.
Director Regional Services,
Inam Ullah Shaikh, and Treas-
urer of AIOU, Dr. Aamer Shah,
also spoke on this occasion and
termed the agreement as benefi-
cial for both the parties.

ISLAMABAD: Deputy Com
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missioner Islamabad Hamza Shafgat

in a meeting with President ICCI Sardar Yasir. — DNA
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ISLAMABAD: The district  for

Health officials propose
sealing six schools

The district health officer
has recommend shutting
these schools for a week
disinfection and to

health office of Islamabad
has requested the district
administration to seal six
schools in the capital after
teachers and students there
contracted the coronavirus.
In a letter, the health office
stated that these schools
had reported coronavirus
cases and therefore should

trace contacts. Seven other
schools that were previous-
ly closed down have been
allowed to reopen.

Earlier this week, authori-
ties sealed four educational
institutes in the city after
COVID-19 cases were re-
ported there.

be shut down:

(girls campus) F-6/2

(boys campus) G-7/4
F6/3

(girls campus) 1-10/4

Golra
Bahali Institute H-8/4

Islamabad Model College
Islamabad Model College
Islamabad Model College
Islamabad Model College

Islamabad Model College

As of Friday morning, Paki-
stan has reported 352,296
cases of coronavirus, out
of which 321,563 people
have recovered. In the last
24 hours, over 2,304 new
cases were reported and 37
people lost their lives to the
virus. Experts have warned
that Pakistan is currently
experiencing a second wave
of the coronavirus as cases
are rising steadily.

MediaTekHelio G80O Bodes well
with the gaming enthusiasts!

ISLAMABAD: Infinix Mobility Limited is yet again transcending its way towards the launch of Note 8 with the ground-
breaking technology. The Note series, that has never ceased to amaze its users, is this time coming with a meticulously
designed processor of MediaTekHelioG80 from MediaTek’s G-series chipset domain. MediaTekHelioG80 are specially
designed octa core gaming chipsets that have revolutionized the mid-range mobile market. MediaTekHelio G80 chipset
is known for its seamless gaming experience that provides smoother performance in heavy-loading game engines! It can
run multiple games like PUBG, Fortnite, Asphalt, Call of Duty etc. in high settings. This year owing to the pandemic, a
lot of people have been home stricken and spent most of their time on mobile phones playing games.PUBG became so
popular that every mobile manufacturing company thought of providing the best gaming experience to its end user in
relatively low price. So considering the holistic market of gaming enthusiasts, Infinix has geared its focus to provide a
better gaming experience in its note series with MediaTekHelio G80. — DNA

PTCL clarification

ISLAMABAD (DNA) This is with reference to news pub-
lished in your esteemed blog titled ‘Poor PTCL Services
Irk Customers ‘dated October 25, 2020. PTCL would like to
clarify that matter has been investigated and subsequently
revealed that customer Anser Mehmood Bhatti was facing
issue regarding PTCL services due to cable damage that has
been rectified by our technical teams. We are glad to share
that all services are working fine and customers are satisfied
with the experience. However, we regret any inconvenience
caused to our valued customers. PTCL endeavors to provide
convenience to its valuable customers and ensures better
experience. In case of any complaint, PTCL helpline 1218
is available 24/7, where customers can easily talk to our Cus-
tomer Support Representatives as per their ease. — DNA

Qaiser urges regional countries to join CPEC

The Speaker NA said CPEC project was a multifaceted project that would change the destiny of people
of the region including Pakistan by ushering a new era of progress, prosperity and development

DNA

PESHAWAR: Speaker National
Assembly, Asad Qaiser here on
Friday said that regional coun-
tries including Afghanistan have
showed keen interest to become
part of China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC).

Asad Qaiser said CPEC has at-
tracted a number of countries
of the region and showed strong
commitment to become part of
the multi-billion dollar project
due to its enormous economic
and trade benefits. Likewise, he

added that Afghanistan Govern-
ment had also expressed com-
mitment to become a partner in
the mega project.

He was addressing the dialogue
titled “ Role of Parliament in
promoting Investment, Trade
and People to People exchange
under the CPEC,” organized by
National Assembly Secretariat,
Islamabad here at local hotel.
The function was also addressed
by KP Chief Minister, Mahmood
Khan, Chief of Parliamentary
Committee on CPEC, Sher Ali
Arbab and others speakers.

The Speaker National Assembly

said CPEC project was a multi-
faceted project that would change
the destiny of people of the region
including Pakistan by ushering a
new era of progress, prosperity
and development.

He said KP was located in stra-
tegic position that would largely
benefited from CPEC. He said
solid efforts would be made on
Parliament level to ensure max-
imum benefits from projects un-
der the CPEC for KP. Similarly
he was also playing part in get-
ting due rights of the province
including its share on account of
the hydel power profit.

Asad Qaiser said administrative
officers concerned were directed
to expedite work on their part on
cases pertaining to KP’s rights
and CPEC projects and forward
it to Islamabad at earliest for fur-
ther progress in this regard. He
said this region had suffered the
most due to Afghanistan conflict
and resultantly business and trade
activities got adversely affected in
the entire region including KP.

Asad Qaiser said Peshawar used
to be a trade and business center
in the past and constructive ef-
forts were being made to make
it again a hub of business and

trade. In this regard, he added
that a friendship Group had been
revived with Afghanistan. He
said lasting peace in Afghanistan
was vital to take full advantage
of CPEC by Central Asians Re-
publics (CARs) and Kabul.

The Speaker said the govern-
ment was committed to promote
trade and business relations with
neighboring countries including
Afghanistan. Asad Qaiser added
that he would be visiting Afgan-
istan along with a delegation in
December that would help further
strengthen relations between the
two countries

Work on
pedestrian
bridges
underway

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Develop-
mental work by Capital
Development  Authority
(CDA) is underway in the
city. The work on construc-
tion of pedestrian bridges
for those who walk in sur-
rounding of Itwar (Sunday)
Bazar, Faisal Avenue, and
G-7 has been started.
According to detail, the pe-
destrians were facing prob-
lems due to rush of Itwar
bazar. The rush of people
and pressure of traffic have
been causing accidents. Be-
sides this, traffic was also
remain jam due to rush.
Women, children, and disa-
bles were used to face huge
difficulties due to this rush.
CDA has started work on
construction of pedestri-
an bridge to overcome the
problems of masses. On the
other hand citizens were
also facing difficulties in
crossing the Faisal avenue
so a bridge is also being
constructed between Faisal
Avenue and G 7.

Chairman CDA, Aamir Ali
Ahmad is taking great inter-
est in all the developmental
projects. He often visits the
work sites to inspect the
work. The Chairman has di-
rected the relevant author-
ities to ensure the timely
completion of the projects.

RWP Police
launch search
operation in
various areas

RAWALPINDI: The npolice
on special directives of City
Police Officer (CPO) on
Friday launched a search
operation in Dheri Hassan-
abad and adjoining areas in
the jurisdiction of Civil Line
Police Station, said a police
spokesman.

He informed that heavy po-
lice contingents, elite force,
special branch personnel
and ladies police under the
supervision of SHO Civil
Line Police Station conduct-
ed search operation in the
area and searched 161 hous-
es while 296 persons were
also interrogated.

The police also checked
particulars of various 81
tenants, he added. The
spokesman said the search
operations to net criminals
and proclaimed offenders
were regularly being con-
ducted in different areas of
the district to ensure law
and order. - APP

Abasyn
University
closed over
virus fears

RaJia Pervalz

ISLAMABAD: The adminis-
tration of Abasyn University
has decided to close down
its Islamabad campus for
academic activities from No-
vember, 15th (Monday) due
to precautionary measures
for COVID-19 pandemic.
According to a notification
issued by university addi-
tional registrar on Friday,
“All the classes will be con-
ducted online during this
period as per timetable.”
“The scheduled on-campus
academic activities will re-
sume on Monday, Novem-
ber 30, 2020,” read the no-
tification.

IRSA releases
122,300
cusecs water

ISLAMABAD: Indus River
System Authority (IRSA)
on Friday released 122,300
cusecs water from various
rim stations with inflow of
46,900 cusecs.

According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, water level
in the Indus River at Tarbe-
la Dam was 1509.87 feet,
which was 1223.87 feet
higher than its dead level
1386 feet. Water inflow in
the dam was recorded as
25,900 cusecs and outflow
as 65,000 cusecs.

The water level in the
Jhelum River at Mangla Dam
was 1196.60 feet, which was
156.60 feet higher than
its dead level of 1040 feet
whereas the inflow and out-
flow of water was recorded
as 8,700 cusecs and 45,000
cusecs respectively.

The release of water at Kal-
abagh, Taunsa and Sukkur
was recorded as 78,300,
50,700 and 9,300 cusecs re-
spectively. — APP
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Covid danger

HE coronavirus pandemic is no doubt one of the

worst dangers modern humanity has faced all over

the world. Other than claiming lives across the
globe, the Covid-19 pandemic also presents another quite
different type of danger. This danger has been highlighted
by both Unicef and the WHO which say that the pandem-
ic has stripped them of resources and attracted attention
away from other global diseases and towards the virus, cre-
ating a situation where other dangerous diseases which kill
children in particular are being neglected.
As an example, UN officials have pointed to Nigeria where
the attention remained focused on Covid-19, and has drawn
away attention from efforts to eradicate or keep under control
other diseases including measles and yellow fever which kill
children each year in that country. The same problem is seen
in countries around the world, causing a problem which could
have long-term effects. In Pakistan we have seen the drive
against polio being hit very badly by the coronavirus which has
made it impossible to reach many children and to keep up the
effort made to eradicate the disease by ensuring every child
receives the necessary vaccination. It will take a long time to
recover from the setback caused by this problem which hit the
world so suddenly and with such lethal consequences. In Nige-
ria, the UN says that 54 percent of children are still to receive
the second dose of the measles vaccine which is essential to
making it effective in keeping away the disease. This is not
the only problem faced by one of the poorest countries in the
world. The yellow fever vaccine program intended to protect
children against the disease which is rampant across Africa
has also been affected — with the result that Nigeria alone has
recorded 70 fatalities due to the disease. This is not a prob-
lem that is going to be resolved very quickly. World leaders
need to recognise the requirement for more funding as well
as changed tactics so that apart from the coronavirus other
diseases can also be kept in check and finally defeated.
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Government versus PDM

HE PDM comprises 11 parties. Two of these are mod-
erate mainstream parties who happen to be traditional

rivals. Unlike them, the JUI(F) draws support from re-
ligious seminaries as does JAH, another alliance component.
Nationalist parties are secular outfits drawing support from
their respective ethnic groups. Some of the alliance com-
ponents have at times aligned themselves with the PPP or
PML(N) or both. There are enough differences between the
allied parties but unlike PTI leadership these are led by hard-
headed politicians. The alliance which has already held three
mega rallies remains united and is now bracing for a fourth
one in Peshawar to beard the lion in his den.
The PML(N), PDM’s main source of strength in Punjab remains
united, defying several timelines for a split announced by PTI lead-
ers. Despite facing hardships both the soft liners and the hard
liners remain united over Nawaz Sharif’s combative narrative.
The PTI government has also tried to cause estrangement be-
tween the PPP and PML(N) by allegedly engaging elements in
the ISI and Rangers, who are technically under PM’s control. The
attempt boomeranged and caused embarrassment to the military,
which was unnecessarily dragged into an ugly political standoff.
Attempts were made to use Bilawal’s “It saddens me to see Gen-
erals names being taken at rallies” to incite the PML(N) against
PPP. The PML(N) leaders however did not take the bait. Bilawal
backtracked by maintaining that the PDM had not barred the al-
lies from taking names during rallies.
The PPP and PML(N) have displayed more maturity than many
had expected during the ongoing Gilgit-Baltistan elections. De-
spite the stiff electoral rivalry, the leadership of the two parties
maintained amicable relations.
JUI(F) Secretary Information Hafiz Hussain Ahmad had lashed
out at Nawaz Sharif on a TV show for the latter’s anti-establish-
ment stance. This was considered to be a divisive move and his
party promptly removed him from the office.
The PDM has yet to go through several endurance tests, the
most challenging being resignations from the assemblies. Un-
less it qualifies in all these, it would be premature to pass judg-
ment over the alliance’s mettle

Science diplomacy

Dr M Ali Hamza

Science diplomacy is an
engagement for scientific
collaborations among
nations to address global
problems and to build
productive international
partnerships. The term
encompasses formal and
informal technical, medical,
research-based, academic
or engineering exchanges
in the general area of
international affairs. Science
diplomacy relatively a less
utilized approach
to diplomacy and has
gained attention recently

teor subliminalprocess in which individu-

als, communities, and nations endeavorto
influence the perceptions of othersabout a
person, object,or a happening, by settingand
supervising information in social interaction. It
is not a new phenomenon, rather existed for
centuries in different shapes.Impression man-
agement is commonlyused as an alternative
toones’ presentation, in which an entity tries
to influence the perception of one’sown image.
The idea of impression management initially
practiced through facetoface interaction, but
later expanded with an invention of modern
tools such as computer-mediated interaction,
broadcasting technology, internet based plat-
forms, podcasts, social media etc. The concept
is related to academic fields of study such as
economics, politics, psychology and sociology
as well as practical fields,for instance corpo-
rate communication, industry linkages and de-
velopment of social cognition.
If taken in account only last 100 years, we can
clearly witness the invasions, destructions,
foreign occupations, industrial revolution,
knowledge creation, and a buzz word “the
innovation” happening at high velocity. On a
parallel track we have observed that thepro-
gressive nations spending billions of dollars
in establishing, maintaining and enhancing
their positive impression. The British Em-
pire invaded unstoppably and brutally taint-
ed and tarnished all the cultures, but still the
colonized minds see them with respect and
honor because they established an image
of technologically advanced, scientifically
systematic, caring, progressive,learned and
soft empire. Americans slaughtered red-Indi-
ans, bombardedVietnam, engulfed the gulf,
destroyed the world harmony, but still they
have guts to be called advocates of peace due
to their impression of being economic might

]IMPRESSION management is a delibera-

through science and technology.

This all just did not happen. Nations built
these images not only through wish and
desire but with intentional focus, adequate
design of purpose, and well thought execu-
tion strategy. Beside economic, political and
other impressions, the impression of science
loving society is what the world is doing. As
we listen to present Govt. showing concern
for applied research, declares full commit-
ment and offers a plan for high budget chunk
in pursuance of S&T, there it needs to work
on science diplomacy as well.

Science diplomacy is an engagement for
scientific collaborations among nations to
address global problems and to build produc-
tive international partnerships. The term
encompasses formal and informal technical,
medical, research-based, academic or en-
gineering exchanges in the general area of
international affairs. Science diplomacy rel-
atively a less utilized approach to diplomacy
and has gained attention recently. It is a phe-
nomenon of the 21st century, and number
of factors continue to drive this trend, but
the most important one is the recognition of
major global challenges and realizationthat
science with its applications are part of the
cause as well as the cure.

As a result, while much of the international
science regime is still focused on discovery,
there is an increasing demand for the inte-
gration of science cooperation in interna-
tional relations.Science diplomacy began to
surface following the end of the Cold War.
Toward the last decades of the 20th centu-
ry, much of the focus of science diplomacy
moved beyond the role of science as a bridge
to diplomatic dialogue and more toward the
role of science interactions as the basis for
addressing key global challenges.The new
millennium encouraged strategic partner-

Formation of a new defense bloc Is

Attiya Munawer

The United States, as a
superpower, is well aware
of Indian thinking, yet
relies more on India than
Pakistan. The United
States has put behind
Pakistan’s friendship
and especially Pakistan’s
role and sacrifices in the
Afghan war. Agreements
with India on modern
defense technology,
while sometimes arms
embargoes on Pakistan

NEW alliance is emerging in the face of

the rapidly changing situation in the re-

gion, with the Pak-China Alliance, Pak-lIran
relations as well as Pak-Russia war games indi-
cate that a new bloc of these four countries will
emerge in the region, while India is trying to iso-
late Pakistan at the international level. It is trying
to isolate Pakistan on diplomatic, economic and fi-
nancial issues. The CPEC was attacked under the
same agenda. The blood of innocent people was
shed in Kashmir. Attempts are also being made
to disrupt relations between Russia and Pakistan
with the US-Afghan agreement. Pak-Russia rela-
tions have been strained in the distant past due
to India’s joining the Russian camp. It was only
natural for India to become cold-blooded in its re-
lations with Russia when it joined the US camp
in view of the changing winds. The US not only
welcomed India but instead of giving the status of
front line ally with Pakistan at the behest of India,
it adopted a parrot-like attitude.
Thus, seeing the changing attitude of the United
States, Pakistan became closer to China and re-
lations with Russia have also become warmer as
tensions have eased. Russia and Pakistan need
each other in view of the changing situation in the
region. If Russia, China and Pakistan are getting
closer today in terms of defense, then the United
States has a deliberate role to play. The United
States wants to make India the leader of the re-
gion, because its target is China, but Pakistan has
always been India’s target. With regard to Russia,
the United States does not have a soft spot, so
the situation is forcing Pakistan, China and Russia
to form a strong defense bloc. The formation of
a Pak-China friendship defense bloc has become
indispensable for thwarting India’s nefarious aims
and for lasting peace in the region.
There is no doubt that Pakistan and China have met
each other’s trust in every hour of trial. The Soviet

Union was once an equal superpower to the United
States. When the Soviet Union disintegrated, China
began to take its place in an imperceptible way and
today it has become an economic and defense pow-
er against the United States. The idea of the United
States being the only superpower in the world is
fading. China’s rapid economic and defense strides
are a blessing in disguise for the United States. The
United States is struggling to stop China from step-
ping forward, President Trump’s efforts to put In-
dia in front of China at the expense of Pakistan have
failed, India stood in front of China intoxicated with
the prospect of becoming a regional superpower
but it has done its own misfortune.

Despite this, the US continues to pat India. The
US has signed agreements with India for the sup-
ply of advanced defense technology, equipment and
weapons. The US wants to make India stronger
than China. Although India is afraid to stand up to
China, it is getting arms and resources from the US
in the name of teaching China a lesson so that it can
use them against Pakistan.

The United States, as a superpower, is well aware
of Indian thinking, yet relies more on India than
Pakistan. The United States has put behind Pa-
kistan’s friendship and especially Pakistan’s role
and sacrifices in the Afghan war. Agreements
with India on modern defense technology, while
sometimes arms embargoes on Pakistan, some-
times a reduction in the Coalition Support Fund
and sometimes everything is stopped. There is
no objection if India detonates a nuclear device
but if Pakistan detonates in response for its own
defense, sanctions are imposed.

This duplicity of the United States is becoming
dangerous for the region. In the Afghan war, Pa-
kistan sided with the United States beyond its
capabilities, but the United States occupied Af-
ghanistan and infiltrated India, which is still con-
spiring against Pakistan on Afghan soil and play-

ships to promote activities of international
cooperation and compromise on issues with
a heavy scientific inputand global concern,
such as environmental degradation, hygiene
& sanitation, biosafety etc.

This involved even the development of stra-
tegic scientific relations between historical
or potential rival countries or blocs: espe-
cially between the West and former Soviet
Union countries, as a way to promote scien-
tific cooperation to the extent that it could
hedge against diplomatic failures and reduce
the potential for conflict.

At first glance, scientists and diplomats are
not obvious companions, because science is
a quest for truth and diplomacy is an hon-
est act of lying abroad for the good of one’s
country. Regardless, science diplomacy is
gaining tract worldwide.The unambiguous
reality of human civilization is that we now
are globally interconnected. Pakistan being
a major player in regional as well as global
activities immensely needs to exploit the va-
cant area of diplomacy: use science in and
for diplomacy, and do diplomacy for science.
We need to train our scientists to engage in
this cause of scientific connectivity to play
their role in local-global applications of sci-
ence. The journey to international relations
through science can begin through commu-
nicating science to own masses.

The ministry of science & technology needs
to inspire and fund the projects that flourish
love of science in young energetic academi-
cians and students. Science has to be a way
of life. In the words of Brian Greene: a string
theorist “Science is a perspective. Science
is the process that takes us from confusion
to understanding in a manner that’s precise,
predictive and reliable a transformation, for
those lucky enough to experience it, that is
empowering and emotional.”

Inevitable

ing a game of terrorism here. The United States
has always looked the other way. At India’s be-
hest, the United States has opposed Pakistan’s
bid to become part of the CPEC, urging it to pull
out. If the US had made plans for Pakistan like
China and kept India in its limit and resolve the
Kashmir issue, then Pakistan would have leaned
towards the US, but the US used Pakistan for its
own interests and backed its arch enemy India.
The arrival of President Joe Biden in the United
States after President Trump will not make any dif-
ference. President Trump has done nothing for the
Kashmir issue despite his promises and to hope
from President Joe Biden is to deceive oneself.
So, resolving the Kashmir issue has never been
a priority for the United States, Britain and the
United Nations and like them, the world has use-
donly oral deposits. Trump seemed to stand openly
with India, in such circumstances; it was natural
for Pakistan to look to China. However, Pakistan
does not want to spoil its relations with the Unit-
ed States, but it must also ensure the protection of
its interests. Pakistan’s relations with Russia and
Iran have improved, the bitterness of the past has
been forgotten, and the military exercises between
Pakistan and Russia are a reflection of the strong
friendship and mutual trust, On the other hand, the
visit of the Iranian Foreign Minister to Pakistan
is a step towards improving relations.The United
States is also barring Turkey from buying the S-400
air defense system from Russia in a bid to main-
tain its independence in the region, while Turkey
considers the acquisition of the system essential
for its defense. In this scenario, a defensive bloc is
emerging in the region, including China, Pakistan,
Russia, Iran and Turkey. The United States is push-
ing them towards this new defense bloc.
— The writer is a freelance
columnist, essayist and blogger.
— Attiabutt121@gmail.com
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ASEAN
calls for
enhancing
women's role

DNA

HANOI: The Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) late Thursday con-
vened the first-ever ASEAN
Women Leader’s summit via
video link, discussing wom-
en’s role in the bloc’s devel-
opment amid COVID-19.
The event, held within the
framework of the 37th ASE-
AN Summit and related
summits, offered the group’s
leaders a chance to talk with
female leaders in the region
and at international organi-
zations about how to further
uphold their role in the pro-
cess of building the ASEAN
Community following the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Speaking at the event, Vi-
etnamese Prime Minister
Nguyen Xuan Phuc de-
scribed women as an indis-
pensable part of the process
of building peace and sus-
tainable security.

The Vietnamese leader
wished that the summit
would offer important ori-
entations to help ASEAN
women contribute more
widely and effectively to
the process of building the
ASEAN Community as well
as actively join efforts to en-
sure peace, security, as well
as sustainable and inclusive
development in the region.
At the event, Vietnamese
National Assembly Chair-
woman Nguyen Thi Kim
Ngan called for ensuring
legitimate economic and
health benefits for women
via effective and timely
measures.

ASEAN needs to put women
into the focus of reconstruc-
tion and recovery, enhance
women’s leadership and
voices in decision-making,
and increase their economic
status to narrow the devel-
opment gap and strength-
en ASEAN Community’s
resilience against external
shocks, Ngan said.

She called on ASEAN to
take new, creative and ef-
fective approaches to up-
hold women’s role in every
aspect, especially in terms
of the benefits from digital
technology. Ngan also an-
nounced that Vietnam will
hold the ASEAN High-level
Forum on women’s role in
comprehensive and sustain-
able recovery next year. -

New bench
to hear
Cynthia’s case

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chief Jus-
tice Islamabad High Court
(IHC) Justice Athar Minal-
lah on Friday shifted the
case pertaining to Amer-
ican blogger Cynthia D.
Ritchie to another bench
on the request of former
Interior Minister Abdul
Rehman Malik.

The chief justice ordered
to shift the case to the
court of Justice Aamer
Farooq for further pro-
ceeding.

It may be mentioned
here that earlier, the
chief justice Islamabad
High Court was hearing
this case. Abdul Rehman
Malik had raised the ob-
jection on bench and re-
quested the chief justice
to form another bench for
hearing the matter.

A single member bench
comprising Justice Aam-
er Faroogq would pick up
this case on Monday for
hearing.

Romanian built PNS Tabuk
Inducted into Pak Navy fleet

The impressive ceremony was attended by Chief Naval Overseer (Romania),
Ship’s Crew and Senior Management of DAMEN Shipyards, Gorinchem and Galati

DNA

BUCHAREST: Commissioning
Ceremony of Pakistan Navy
Ship TABUK was held at Black
Sea port of Constanta, Roma-
nia. Contract for two Corvettes
for Pakistan Navy was signed
between Ministry of Defence
Production Pakistan and M/s
DAMEN, Romani.

First ship of class, PNS YAR-
MOOK was commissioned ear-
lier this year, whereas, PNS
TABUK has also joined Pakistan
Navy Fleet.

PNS TABUK is a multipurpose
and highly adaptive platform of
medium size and tonnage. The
ship is equipped with state of
the art electronic warfare, an-
ti-ship & anti-air weapons/ sen-
sors along with modern self-pro-
tection and terminal defence
systems. The ship is capable to

Newly Commissioned Pakistan Navy Ship TABUK operating at Sea. Inset is the handing/ taking over signing ceremony
between Pakistan Navy and DAMEN Shipyards Officials onboard PNS TABUK (F-272) held at Constanta, Romania

perform a variety of maritime
operations in a complex mari-
time environment and can em-

bark multirole helicopter and an
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV)
simultaneously. While address-

ing the ceremony, Commanding
Officer of PNS TABUK, stressed

upon the significance of this pro-

——

ject and laid emphasis on the ad-
ditional set of capabilities added
to the Pakistan Navy sphere of
operations with the induction of
these potent platforms.

He further highlighted the im-
pact of these platforms to ensure
forward presence and perpetual
readiness in the area of opera-
tions while being deployed on
PN’s initiative of Regional Mari-
time Security Patrols in the Indi-
an Ocean Region.

He also acknowledged the pro-
fessional competence and ship-
building acumen of DAMEN
Shipyards and showed confi-
dence in prospects of future co-
operation in delivering cutting
edge naval technologies to Paki-
stan Navy. The impressive cer-
emony was attended by Chief
Naval Overseer (Romania),
Ship’s Crew and Senior Man-
agement of DAMEN Shipyards,
Gorinchem and Galati.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Indonesia Adam Tuglo called on Ambassador of Japan Matsuda Kuninori
\_ at the Japanese residence. The Indonesian ambassador has recently arrived in Pakistan. — DNA )

‘Large-scale manufacturing
‘growth increased 10pc’

SHUJAAT Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Planning, Develop-
ment and Special Initiatives
Asad Umar has on Friday
said that Pakistan’s large-
scale manufacturing has
shown robust growth with
more than 7% jump in July
to September as compared
to last year. The federal
minister took to Twitter and
said September growth is
more than 10% versus last
year September. He said all
signs are of strong econom-
ic recovery but also warned
that the biggest risk is if we
allow covid to increase by
making poor choices.

Asad Umar added that In-
dia’s economy has suffered
recession for 1st time since

its independence, with a
23.9% and 8.6% contraction
in last 2 quarters. He said
this is what happens when
you mishandle covid. Pa-
kistan must not allow our
success and its economic
benefit to be squandered
by lowering our guard, he
remarked.

However, the minister feared
that this achievement could
be squandered if the precau-
tionary measures were not
followed by the people. “All
signs are of strong economic
recovery. Biggest risk is if
we allow COVID to increase
by making poor choices,” he
said in his tweet. Asad Umar
said the Indian economy suf-
fered recession for first time
since its independence, with
a 23.9% and 8.6% contrac-
tion in last 2 quarters.

“This is what happens when
you mishandle Covid.” “Pa-
kistan must not allow our
success and its economic
benefit to be squandered by
lowering our guard,” he add-
ed. Meanwhile according to
the reserve bank of India,
the Indian economy entered
into a technical recession
for the first time in history
at the end of the first half
of 2020-21, according to the
reserve bank of India.

After an unprecedented
decline of 23.9 per cent in
GDP in April-June as esti-
mated by the National Sta-
tistical Office on August 31,
the central bank has now-
cast that Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) for July-Sep-
tember quarter is set for a
contraction of 8.6 per cent,
the Bank reported.

New York rolls out curbs as
virus grips US, Europe

WASHINGTON: Bars and restaurants in America’s biggest city will close early from Friday
as the coronavirus outbreak surges across the United States and Europe, where Greece is
being forced into a nighttime curfew. It comes as the US, already the world’s hardest-hit
country, experiences its third and worst-by-far spike in infections, and large parts of Eu-
rope shut down again to tackle the illness. New York State Governor Andrew Cuomo has
announced that all establishments licensed to sell alcohol, including bars and restaurants,
should close at 10 pm. Also launching new restrictions is Greece, which begins a nighttime
curfew Friday after its leader said the country had been overwhelmed by a “tsunami”
of infections. New York was the early epicenter of America’s coronavirus pandemic, but
hotspots have since popped up across the country, leaving practically no region in the US
unaffected. On Thursday, America’s third biggest city, Chicago, issued a new stay-at-home
advisory, with the mayor calling on its 2.7 million people to scrap Thanksgiving plans and
avoid travel. “Every single one of us needs to step up and ‘Protect Chicago’ right now, or
\2020 could go from bad to worse,” said a note on the city’s website. — DNA Y,

17 dead, 601
nNew cases
in Punjab

LAHORE: A sudden surge
in the cases of COVID-19
was observed on Friday
when 17 deaths and 601 new
cases of coronavirus were
reported in Punjab. Accord-
ing to spokesperson of Pun-
jab Primary and Secondary
Healthcare Department,the
number of coronavirus cas-
es in the province reached
108,822 while so far the to-
tal number of deaths in the
province has been recorded
as 2,455 altogether.
P&SHD confirmed that
245 new cases of COVID-19
were reported in Lahore, 2
in Kasur, 6 in Sheikhupura,
2 in Nankana Sahib, 102 in
Rawalpindi, 1 in Chakwal,
4 in Jehlum,l in Attock,8
in Gujranwala, 3 in Mandi
Bahauddin, 7 in Sialkot,2 in
Narowal, 11 in Gujrat, 18 in
Faisalabad, 6 in Toba Tek
Singh,47 in Multan, 9 in
Vehari,13 in Khanewal,5 in
Chineot, 5 in Sargodha, 4 in
Mianwali, 2 in Khoshab, 23
in Bahawalpur,12 in Dera
Ghazi Khan,1 in Lodharan,23
in Bhakkar, 8 in Layyah,3 in
Rahimyar Khan, 10 in Mu-
zaffargarh, 3 in Sahiwal, 1 in
Okara, 7 in Pakpattan and 7
new cases of COVID-19 have
been reported in Bahawalna-
gar district during the last 24
hours till filing of this news.
Punjab health department
has conducted 1,726,421
tests for COVID-19 so far,
while 97,692 confirmed pa-
tients recovered altogether
in the province. — APP

UNICEF condemns abuse of minor girl

Chinese enterprise
promotes Pak agri

development

“We hope that through digital
agriculture, we can help
Pakistani friends improve the
grade and added value

of agricultural products”

ISLAMABAD: Chinese enterprise could help to promote
Pakistan’s digital agriculture development, says a report
published by Gwadar Pro on Friday. Speakers at the 14th
episode of PAS Agriculture policy debate suggested the
application of machine vision based intelligent sprayer for
site-specific usage of agrochemicals to tackle the challeng-
es posed by weeds to Pakistani agriculture.

The debate was the part of webinar series themed” Weed
Ecology and Management”. Machine vision and intelli-
gence are two key points of digital agriculture which is
the trend for the future. In recent years, China’s digital
agriculture has been developing rapidly and has great po-
tential for cooperation with Pakistan.

Currently, Farmland Digital Integrated Management Sys-
tem implemented in east China’s Shandong Province by
Shandong ARK IT Company has matured in operation and
the company is carrying out digital agriculture construction
in Pakistan. While providing high-quality drip irrigation and
sprinkler irrigation equipment, the company can also help
Pakistan’s small farmers and large-scale plantations save
costs and increase efficiency by providing artificial intelli-
gence technology. “Current measures for notifying farmers
when to plant or how to control diseases and insect pests,
taken by the agricultural sector of Pakistan, tend to serve
individual farmers by making phone calls and sending mes-
sages, which is low-efficient for large-scale planting base.
Our system can help Pakistani friends to better and faster
transform towards digital agriculture.” Qi Haitao, General
Manager of Shandong ARK IT Company, spoke to Gwadar
Pro. The Farmland Digital Integrated Management System
was launched in 2019, with a construction scale of about 1200
mu. It is the first rural demonstration project on digital agri-
culture in Zibo City, Shandong Province in 2020. — DNA

Indian
diplomat
summoned
at FO

Naveep MIRAJ

ISLAMABAD: A senior Indi-
an diplomat was summoned
to the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs on Friday to register Pa-
kistan’s strong protest over
ceasefire violations by the In-
dian occupation forces along
the Line of Control (LoC)
the other day (November
12), resulting in martyrdom
of a civilian and serious inju-
ries to three others.

Due to indiscriminate and
unprovoked firing by the
Indian occupation forces in
Rakhchikri and Khanjar Sec-
tor of the LoC, 55 year old
Muhammad Bashir s/o Shah
Wali, resident of Tari Band
village Rakhchikri Sector em-
braced shahadat; 23 year old
Naveed Igbal s/o Haji Igbal;
45 year old Farzana Kausar
w/0 Haji Igbal and 19 year old
Tayyabah Kausar w/o Naveed
Igbal, residents of Samni
village Khanjar Sector, sus-
tained serious injuries.
Condemning the deplora-
ble targeting of innocent
civilians by the Indian occu-
pation forces, it was under-
scored that such senseless
acts are in clear violation
of the 2003 Ceasefire Un-
derstanding, and against all
established  humanitarian
norms and professional mili-
tary conduct.

Passenger
offloaded after
found corona
positive

Raia PErvAIZ

ISLAMABAD: A Saudi-Ara-
biabound  passenger was
offloaded from the flight at
Islamabad International air-
port after he was found COV-
ID-19 positive. As per details,
a passenger named Shahzaib
was denied boarding to Jed-
dah-bound international flight
PA-210 from Islamabad air-
port after his COVID-19 test
report was found positive
during checking by the staff
of the airlines.

The airport sources said
that the passenger was sent
home for quarantine. Last
week, Saudi Arabia had al-
lowed international airlines
to fly in pilgrims with valid
visas which it had earlier
suspended due to novel
coronavirus spread.

Saudi Arabia had allowed
all the airlines to resume
flight operations bringing
in visitors with a valid vis-
it and Umrah visas in the
country. General Authority
of Civil Aviation had official-
ly issued a notification to
that effect and this applies
immediately.
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SHAHEEN HANIF

ISLAMABAD: UNICEF expresses
its deep shock at the abuse of a
four-year-old Pakistani girl and her
mother in Kashmore, in the Sindh
province of Pakistan.

Main suspect killed by
accomplice, say police

KARACHI: The prime suspect in the Kashmore gang-rape — wherein
a woman and her child were sexually abused — has been killed by an
accomplice, police in Larkana said Friday evening, in what comes as the
latest development in the horrific case. According to the deputy inspec-
tor-general (DIG) of police for Larkana, Nasir Aftab, the main suspect
who was arrested following the Kashmore gang-rape, Rafiq Malik, was
shot dead by an accomplice as police drove him to an area to identify the
whereabouts of others suspected of committing the crime. After seeing
him with police, Rafig’s accomplices opened fire at him, causing the
suspect to be injured, DIG Aftab said. — DNA

According to media reports, the girl
and her mother were detained and
sexually abused by several men for
days. The police managed to find
and rescue the child after the per-
petrators let her mother go.

“UNICEF strongly condemns
this vicious attack on a child”

said Aida Girma, UNICEF Rep-
resentative in Pakistan. “We of-
fer our deepest sympathy to the
family affected by this horrific
act and share hopes for her full
recovery. UNICEF is supporting
the Child Protection Authority
and social welfare officers in

Kashmore and Larkana to en-
sure that appropriate support
and services are extended to the
child and her family.

“While it is encouraging to see
that the police managed to res-
cue the child and arrest one of
the alleged perpetrators, greater
efforts must be made to develop
mechanisms that help prevent
sexual abuse against children. We
need to make sure that victims
can access appropriate counsel-
ling and treatment, and that per-
petrators are held accountable,”
Ms. Girma added.

Every child has the right to be
protected from all forms of sexual
exploitation and abuse. UNICEF
will continue to work with fed-
eral, provincial authorities and
communities to put in place effec-
tive, preventive mechanisms and
improve the safety of children.
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