
Arab media reports 
Ayman Al-Zawahiri’s death

Web Desk

KABUL: Al-Qaeda chief and 
Egyptian national Ayman 
Al-Zawahiri has died in Af-
ghanistan from natural caus-
es, Arab media reported on 
Friday. The news reports 
came a few days after social 
media carried speculation 
that the Al-Qaeda chief had 
passed away. Zawahiri was 
last seen in a video message 
that was released by the mil-
itant group on the 19th anni-
versary of the 9/11 attacks in 
the US. Arab News stated in 
its report that it spoke to at 
least four security sources 

in Pakistan and Afghanistan 
— who spoke on condition 
of anonymity — out of which 
two confirmed Zawahiri’s 
death. An Al-Qaeda transla-
tor said Zawahiri had died 
last week in Ghazni. “He 
died of asthma because he 

had no formal treatment.”
A Pakistani official has been 
cited by Arab News as say-
ing that he believed Zawahi-
ri had died, most probably 
by natural causes. Another 
source close to the Al-Qaeda 
in Afghanistan said Zawahiri 
had died this month and that 
a few followers had offered 
his funeral prayers.  He did 
not elaborate as to whether 
the funeral prayers were 
offered in absentia or as his 
body was buried in the grave. 
“What we know is that he 
was having some breathing 
issues and has passed away 
somewhere in Afghanistan,” 
said the source.

CPEC to continue 
at all cost: FM

NaveeD Miraj / DNa
ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi has said CPEC would 
continue to march ahead as per its 
schedule and despite all ifs and buts. 
In a statement on Friday, Shah Mahmod 
Qureshi made it clear that all attempts 
seeking packing up of the mega project 
are bound to fail. 
He said Pakistan govt was committed to 
the timely fruition of the project there-
fore let there no doubt about it.

Afghan govt, 
Taliban 

agree peace 
talk rules

ISLAMABAD:  The Af-
ghan government and the 
Taliban have resolved key 
sticking points that had 
stalled peace talks for 
weeks, several sources 
told AFP on Friday, clear-
ing the way for negotia-
tions to move forward. 
Talks started September 
12 in the Qatari capital 
Doha but almost imme-
diately faltered over disa-
greements about the agen-
da, the basic framework of 
discussions and religious 
interpretations.
However following days 
of sideline discussions, it 
appears negotiators have 
now cleared the way for full 
peace talks to get under-
way. Speaking on condition 
of anonymity, a senior Tal-
iban leader told AFP that 
“sufficient progress” been 
made. “We are close to an 
announcement and initi-
ation of formal talks,” he 
said. “A joint statement will 
be issued soon,” he added, 
saying the announcement 
could come in the next few 
days. – Agencies

2,738 virus 
cases recorded 

in one day
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has 
reported 2,738 new cases of 
coronavirus in the last 24 hours, 
highest since July 11 when the 
daily infection figure crossed the 
2,700-mark, taking the current 
tally of patients with the disease 
in the nation to 3,68,655, a me-
dia report said on Friday. – APP

Joe Biden 
turns 78

DNA
WASHINGTON: US Pres-

ident -e lec t 
Joe Biden 
turned 78 
on Friday. In 
exactly two 
months, he’ll 

take the reins of a political-
ly fractured nation facing 
the worst public health cri-
sis in a century, high unem-
ployment and a reckoning 
on racial injustice.
As he wrestles with those is-
sues, Biden will be attempt-
ing to accomplish another 
feat: Demonstrate to Amer-
icans that age is but a num-
ber and he’s up to the job.
Biden will be sworn in as 
the oldest president in the 
nation’s history, displacing 
Ronald Reagan, who left 
the White House in 1989 
when he was 77 years and 
349 days old.

Prepared 
to face NZ: 

Babar 
abiD raza

LAHORE: Pakistan’s crick-
et captain 
Babar Azam 
on Friday 
said that the 
team was ful-
ly prepared 

to face New Zealand on 
its upcoming tour. During 
a press conference in La-
hore, Azam expressed con-
fidence in the team’s ability 
to challenge the Kiwis and 
said: “Our team is very ex-
cited to go on its New Zea-
land tour and players are in 
the right frame of mind to 
perform to the best of their 
ability and potential.” The 
batsman said that though 
the team was taking New 
Zealand as a challenge, it 
was not under pressure.

China wishes to further 
boost ties with Pakistan

aNsar bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Ambassa-
dor of China Nong Rong 
has said that Parliamenta-
ry visits are an excellent 
means of improving and 
enhancing relations be-
tween the two countries.  
Ambassador Nong Rong 
made made these re-
marks during his meeting 
with Deputy Chairman 
Senate, Saleem Mandvi-
walla at his Chamber in 
Parliament House.    

He added that being an old 
friend of Pakistan, China 
wishes to see solidarity in 
bilateral relations.  He said 
that introduction of con-
cessional trade policies 
would play an important 
role to attract Chinese in-
vestment in Pakistan. 
Ambassador of China Nong 
Rong thanked Deputy 
Chairman Senate Senator 
Saleem Mandviwalla for his 
hospitality and said that he 
looked forward to develop-
ing stronger links through 
various parliamentary/busi-

ness avenues between the 
two countries.  
Deputy Chairman Senate, 
Senator Saleem Mandvi-
walla while discussing trade 
and investment opportuni-
ties with China said that im-
proving inter-parliamentary 
relations between the two 
countries will help enhance 
business and trade ties. 
He said that in addition 
to this he looks forward 
to more interaction with 
the Pak-China friendship 
Group that he convenes.  
He showed reservations 

towards the total bilat-
eral trade worth USD 18 
billion between the two 
countries with a deficit of 
USD 8 billion. 
He stressed the need de-
crease the trade deficit 
and explore unconven-
tional areas of trade and 
investment in Pakistan.   
Deputy Chairman Senate, 
Senator Saleem Mandvi-
walla suggested that direct 
Yuan-Rupee trade would 
enhance and strengthen 
trade ties between the two 
countries considerably. 

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of People’s Republic of China in a meeting 
with Senator Salim Mandviwalla. – DNA

abiD raza

ISLAMABAD: The Economic 
Coordination Committee of the 
Cabinet (ECC)  Friday approved 
in principle, the provision of tech-
nical supplementary grant of US 
$150 million for the purchase of 
the COVID-19 vaccine.
The Ministry of Health briefed the 
ECC that this would be the first 
phase of procurement and the 
amount of vaccine would suffice for 
the most vulnerable 5% of the pop-
ulation such as health workers and 
the population above the age of 65 
years and around 10 million people 
would be provided a vaccine cover 
under the above arrangement. 
Adviser to the Prime Minister on 

Finance and Revenue Dr. Abdul 
Hafeez Shaikh chaired the meet-
ing of the ECC here. 
The ECC further directed the 
Ministry of National Health Ser-
vices to discuss the proposal with 
the World Bank and other donors 
in coordination with Economic 
Affairs Division so that they could 
assist in providing financial facility 
for the procurement of the vac-
cine during the first phase and 
for the procurement of additional 
quantities in future as needed.
The forum also directed the Minis-
try of NHS to draw a holistic pro-
posal regarding the pricing and risk 
mitigation mechanism for the pro-
curement of the COVID-19 vaccine 
for provision on a wider scale, in 
consultation with the relevant stake 

holders. Minister for Industries and 
Production Hammad Azhar, Min-
ister for Economic Affairs Khusro 
Bakhtiar, Adviser to the PM on In-
stitutional Reforms and Austerity 
Ishrat Hussain, SAPM on Petrole-

um Nadeem Babar and SAPM on 
Revenue Dr. Waqar Masood, also 
participated in the meeting.
The ECC also approved the re-
quest of the Economic Affairs Di-
vision to proceed with the formal 
request for availing the G-20 Debt 
Relief for the extended period i.e 
January-June 2021; approval of the 
Federal Cabinet would be required 
for signing of the bilateral debt 
service suspension agreements.
The cabinet committee also 
approved two technical supple-
mentary grants for “Initiating 
the Process of Retrenchment of 
Pakistan Steel Mills Employees 
(PSM)” for an amount of 
Rs 19.656 billion and “Prime 
Minister’s Special Package to 
Implement “Skills For All” strat-

egy as catalyst for Technical and 
Vocational Education and Training 
(TVET) Sector Development in 
Pakistan for Rs 500 million. 
Similarly Rs 689.3 million were 
also approved as budget re-appro-
priation for National Information 
Technology Board (NITB) for 
fulfilling its various requirements 
during the meeting.
The ECC also approved the pro-
posal by the Ministry of Energy/ 
Petroleum Division for the allo-
cation of 2.25 MMCFD gas from 
Umair -1 to M/s OGDCL for sale 
to M/s Engro at a mutually agreed 
and negotiated price, under a Gas 
Sale and Purchase Agreement 
subject to initiation of Field De-
velopment Plan and Development 
and Production Lease.

$150 mln for purchase of COVID-19 vaccine

Ambassador of China Nong Rong says Parliamentary 
visits are an excellent means of improving and 
enhancing relations between the two countries

State 
institutions 

fail to do 
duties

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting Shibli 
Faraz said Friday while 
talking to media that the 
state institutions have lost 
their credibility to contin-
uos politicization. To coun-
teract the politicization 
menace which has affected 
people’s confidence in the 
institutions, the incumbent 
government is ensuring re-
cruitments on merit strict-
ly, said federal information 
minister. He underscored 
that these institutions are 
often not found doing what 
they are supposed to do.

PDM, KP govt 
face-off over 

Peshawar rally

bureau report

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa government on 
Friday denied permission to 
Pakistan Democratic Move-
ment to hold a public gath-
ering in Peshawar on No-
vember 22.  The notification 
said the matter was consid-
ered by the district adminis-
tration and capital city po-
lice under Section 14 of the 
KP Civil Administration Act 
2020. The government offi-
cials did a field assessment 
and held a meeting with the 
jalsa organisers.
But, citing a November 2 
notification issued by the 
KP government banning 
large public gatherings ow-
ing to the rising coronavirus 
positivity rate in the com-
munity, the deputy commis-
sioner denied permission 
to hold the jalsa “after con-

sidering all aspects, and to 
safeguard human lives due 
to potential spread of COV-
ID-19.” PDM, however, is 
not read to back down. Its 
media coordinator, Abdul 
Jalil Jan, says the PDM rally 
will be held as planned on 
November 22. 

Jan said holding the rally is 
their fundamental right under 

the Constitution and law
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Afghan 
peace vital 
for us: PM

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-

ister Imran 
Khan, a day 
after his 
maiden offi-
cial visit to 
Kabul, said 

that after the Afghans, it 
is Pakistanis that have the 
“greatest stake” in peace 
in Afghanistan.
“My visit to Kabul was an-
other step towards convey-
ing Pakistan’s commitment 
to peace in Afghanistan,” 
said the premier on Friday, 
in his first tweet on the trip 
since his return.
“I have never believed in 
military solutions which is 
why I always believed that 
in Afghanistan peace will 
be achieved through politi-
cal dialogue,” he added.

Briefs Bids to harm 
CPEC bound 
to fail: China

ageNcies / DNa

BEIJING: Chinese Foreign Ministry’s 
Spokesman Friday indicated that any at-
tempt to sabotage China Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor (CPEC) flagship project would 
not succeed and said both countries  could 
work together to ensure its success, with 
support of the international community. 
“I have already made my response to this 
issue. No attempt to sabotage the CPEC 
will succeed,” Zhao Lijian made his re-
marks during a briefing while answering a 
question about Pakistan Foreign Minister 
and DG ISPR joint briefing during which 
they accused India of supporting terrorist 
elements and sabotaging CPEC. 
He said that China opposed all forms of ter-
rorism and also opposed double standard on 
counter terrorism. “China calls on the inter-
national community, the regional countries 
in particular, to carry out counter terrorism 
cooperation and safeguard collective securi-
ty,” he added.  Commending Pakistan on its 
positive contribution to global counter ter-
rorism cause, he said that the Chinese side 
firmly supported Pakistan’s efforts in coun-
tering terrorism, safeguarding its country 
and regional peace and security. 
He reiterated that the CPEC was an impor-
tant and pioneering project of the Belt and 

Road Initiative and it was not only impor-
tant for common development of the two 
countries but also for regional connectivity 
and prosperity.  “We are confident that with 
support of the international community, 
China and Pakistan can work together to 
ensure the success of the CPEC,” he said. 
Recently Pakistan shared a dossier with the 
international community which has incrimi-
nating evidence of India harboring, training 
and financing terrorist networks that not 
only seek to destabilize Pakistan but also 
the disruption of the CPEC.

“We are confident that with support of 
the international community, China and 

Pakistan can work together to ensure the 
success of the CPEC,” said Zhao Lijian
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UNICEF calls for 
safeguarding 
children rights

The Ministry of Health briefed the ECC that this would be the first phase of procurement 
and the amount of vaccine would suffice for the most vulnerable 5% of the population

Pak donates 
50,000 
PPEs to 

Afghanistan
shujaat haMza

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
has donated fifty thousand 
sets of personal protection 
equipment to Afghanistan 
to deal with coronavirus 
pandemic. According to Na-
tional Disaster Management 
Authority, the equipment 
includes protective suits, 
surgical gowns, gloves, N-95 
masks, face masks, glasses 
and disposable shoe covers.
Meanwhile, a second-wave 
novel coronavirus outbreak 
has hit Afghanistan with a 
surge in daily cases on Thurs-
dy, officials confirmed. Fresh 
figures from the Health Min-
istry indicated that 253 new 
cases of COVID-19 and five 
deaths had emerged across 
the country in the past 24 
hours. With 44 more recover-
ies, the total number of nation-
wide cases surged to 44,177.

PTI set to 
form govt  

in GB
bureau report

GILGIT: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
is set to form the gov-
ernment in Gilgit-Balti-
stan as five victorious 
independent candidates 
from the Baltistan Divi-
sion and district Nagar 
joined the party.

Pak, Egypt enjoy cordial 
relations, says COAS

DNA

RAWALPINDI: Tarek Mo-
hamed Dahroug, Egypt Am-
bassador to Pakistan called 
on General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa, Chief of Army Staff 
(COAS), on Friday.
According to a press release 
issued by the ISPR, matters 
pertaining to regional secu-
rity, cooperation in all fields 
of defence and security were 
discussed during the meet-

ing. Speaking on the occa-
sion, COAS General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa said: "Pakistan 
and Egypt enjoy brotherly re-
lations." He emphasized the 

need for enhancing bilateral 
cooperation in all spheres. 
The visiting dignitary appre-
ciated Pakistan’s efforts for 
regional peace and stability.
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Online expos 
playing 

key role for 
business

DNA
LAHORE: Online expos are 
playing an important role in 
the current business situa-
tion, SM Imran said Lahore 
(Commerce Reporter) On-
line expos  are playing an im-
portant role in the business 
situation faced by Corona. 
These views were expressed 
by Vice Chairman Lahore 
Development Authority SM 
Imran in a meeting with 
Naeem Saqib, Chief Exec-
utive of Virtual Expo. SM 
Imran said that Corona has 
dealt a severe blow to the 
economy and especially the 
heart of Pakistan, Lahore. 
Activities are badly affected. 
Although the construction 
and development projects of 
Lahore have been temporar-
ily slowed down, they should 
be completed as soon as 
possible and insha’Allah, 
economic activities will see 
growth in the days to come. 
He said that Virtual Expo 
was playing an important 
role in promoting real estate 
business across the country, 
especially in Lahore. 
On the occasion, Naeem 
Saqib, Chief Executive of 
Virtual Expo, Pakistan’s 
first online exhibition, as-
sured the Vice Chairman 
LDA of his full support for 
the construction and devel-
opment of Lahore.

PHMA asks 
govt to abolish 

duties on 
cotton yarn

DNA
LAHORE: The Pakistan Ho-
siery Manufacturers and Ex-
porters Association (PHMA) 
has demanded the govern-
ment to abolish customs and 
regulatory duties on import 
of cotton yarn, as the appar-
el and home textile sectors 
in country’s local market is 
facing shortage of basic raw 
material, which may lead to 
a drastic decline in overall 
textile exports.
PHMA zonal chairman Fais-
al Mehboob Sheikh and chief 
coordinator Adil Butt, in a 
joint statement issued here 
on Friday, observed that a 
huge export orders are avail-
able with the value-added 
knitwear industry but the 
exporters are unable to take 
orders due to unavailability 
of cotton yarn in the country 
on competitive prices.
Faisal Mehboob Sheikh 
asked the government to 
remove restriction from 
duty-free import of cotton 
yarn from all neighbouring 
countries to enable the ex-
porters to compete the in-
ternational market.
He said that our value-add-
ed knitwear sector is reeling 
under immense pressure of 
high costs of doing busi-
ness, rising utility rates and 
several other problems.
Faisal Mehboob Sheikh said 
that huge number of weav-
ing industries has already 
closed down and this spiral-
ling prices and unavailabili-
ty of cotton yarn will crucify 
exports of value-added tex-
tile, which will lead to fur-
ther closures of large num-
ber of export-oriented units.
He stressed the need for 
amending rules, simplifying 
tax laws and automating the 
business processes to bring 
transparency in the system, 
so that the SME sector of 
the value-added knitwear 
industry could be facilitated 
and exports could be en-
hanced.

Ban imposed 
on ceremonies 

inside 
marriage halls

LAHORE: The Punjab gov-
ernment has imposed a 
ban on gatherings inside 
the marriage halls for  pro-
tection of citizens from 
coronavirus. According to 
a spokesperson, Punjab Pri-
mary and Secondary Health-
care Department (P&SHD) 
Friday imposed a ban under 
the Punjab Infectious Dis-
eases (Prevention and Con-
trol) Ordinance 2020) which 
would remain in place till 
January 31, 2021.
Marriage ceremonies and 
other events could be held 
at open places with not 
more than 300 persons in 
the gathering. 
He said that the partici-
pants would ensure imple-
mentation of the standard 
operating procedures 
(SOPs) and face-mask 
would be mandatory at the 
public places. – APP

Pakistan ready to assist 
Afghanistan: President
President Alvi said Pakistan, for last 40 years, had been hosting a sizeable 

number of Afghan refugees on its soil and offered that it could further 
help Afghans in learning skills required to rebuild their country

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif 
Alvi on Friday said Pakistan was 
ready to assist Afghanistan in its 
rebuilding and also help reintegra-
tion of millions of refugees into 
their society through skill learning.
The president, in his virtual ad-
dress to the High-Level Consulta-
tion on return and reintegration 
of the Afghan refugees held in 
Geneva, said on-ground develop-
ment plans in Afghanistan were 
important for incorporation of the 
Afghan refugees. 
The consultation, on subject of 
‘Return and reintegration: Build-
ing a future for all Afghans’ was 
organized by the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) in the lead-up to the Af-

ghanistan Conference 2020, being 
held in Geneva on November 23-
24. President Alvi said Pakistan, 
for last 40 years, had been hosting 
a sizeable number of Afghan refu-
gees on its soil and offered that it 
could further help Afghans in learn-
ing skills required to rebuild their 
country. He expressed satisfaction 
that the Afghan refugees, who 
stayed in Pakistan for two or three 
generations, would be returning to 
their homeland with a lot of skills, 
including entrepreneurship exper-
tise learnt in Pakistan.
He said Pakistan had set aside al-
most a billion dollars to help tran-
sition of Afghanistan for a pros-
perous future, which could prove 
beneficial to both the countries.

He emphasized that Pakistan and 
Afghanistan had the potential 
to become a ‘geo-economic and 
geo-strategic hub’ allowing goods 
to move from Central Asia through 
Afghanistan into Pakistan and to-
wards the sea, and vice versa.
He said the people of Afghanistan 
had the final authority to decide 
about their political and economic 
governance. The president com-
mended the work done by the 
UNHCR for the rehabilitation of 
Afghan refugees, including by its 
incumbent head Filippo Grandi 
and his predecessor Antonio Gu-
terres. President Alvi congratu-
lated the Afghans, their govern-
ment and the Taliban for coming 
together and moving towards a 

peace process, which he said “had 
its own dynamism of dividends for 
the people of Afghanistan”.
He said Pakistan played an impor-
tant role in resumption of peace 
process in Afghanistan.
Calling it a “very important and 
golden period”, he said opportu-
nities were coming across in the 
shape of prospects for peace and 
security in Afghanistan.
After Afghanistan, he said, Paki-
stan was the second most-affected 
country that suffered the devas-
tation of Afghan war for four dec-
ades. “Similarly, the benefits of 
peace in Afghanistan would also 
be benefiting Pakistan,” he added.
He recalled that all circles in Paki-
stan, whether political or general 

masses, never opposed the hosting 
of Afghan refugees. “Never has 
been any voice within Pakistan that 
the Afghan refugees should be sent 
back, but with dignity,” he said.
He expressed confidence that 
the conference would prove as a 
peace-building effort “beyond the 
ending of war and entrenching of 
peace within the Afghan society”.
The main objective of the 
high-level consultation was to 
ensure that the return and rein-
tegration of Afghan refugees was 
included in the Afghan peace pro-
cess as well as in Afghanistan’s 
development plans. The event 
highlighted the need for contin-
ued support to the Afghan refu-
gees and the host communities.

‘No civilised 
society 
without 
equality’

LAHORE: Federal Minister 
for Communications & Post-
al Services Murad Saeed 
has said that no country can 
claim to be part of civilised 
world without ensuring 
equality of law for all.
He was addressing the pass-
ing-out ceremony patrol of-
ficers including 82 female 
officers at Motorway Police 
Training College, Sheikhu-
pura on Friday. Inspector 
General of Police (IGP) 
National Highways & Mo-
torway Police (NH&MP) 
Syed Kaleem Imam, Addi-
tional IG Khalid Mehmood, 
Secretary Communications 
Zafar Hassan, senior police 
officers and relatives of the 
passing-out officers attend-
ed the ceremony.
Before the ceremony, the 
federal minister, along with 
IGP NH&MP, laid wreath on 
the monument of Motorway 
Police Shuhada and prayed 
for the departed souls. At 
the beginning of the pass-
ing-out ceremony, the min-
ister inspected the platoons 
included in the parade.
While addressing the pass-
ing-out officers, the feder-
al minister said that they 
should feel pride that they 
were part of an organi-
sation which had earned 
worldwide fame as an hon-
est and professional force. 
He shared his expectations 
that the passing-out officers 
would uphold the core val-
ues of NH&MP, which were 
honesty, courtesy and help 
at all costs. 
He said that if the govern-
ment wanted to improve its 
departments, it would have 
to make wise selection of 
persons on merit and im-
prove standards of profes-
sional training. – APP

PM assigns 
governors to 
oversee PCP 
complaints

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan Friday 
tasked the provincial gov-
ernors to review the mech-
anism for disposal of com-
plaints registered through 
the Pakistan Citizen Portal 
(PCP) pertaining to federal 
departments operating in 
their respective provinces.
The governors would carry 
out periodic performance 
evaluation of the PCP-dash-
boards of the Federal Gov-
ernment’s organizations 
and a senior level focal 
person would be nominated 
for regular liaison with the 
Prime Minister Delivery 
Unit (PMDU).
The decision was taken in 
view of lacking collective 
performance review of the 
Federal Government or-
ganizations functioning in 
the provinces.
The PMDU was also di-
rected to create exclusive 
dashboards for the gover-
nors’ offices and carry out 
orientation of the nominat-
ed focal persons.
The Citizen Portal has 
emerged as the most trust-
ed medium for complaints 
resolution by providing com-
mon man a forum as well as 
voice to raise the issue.
The registration of 
around three million 
people at the portal man-
ifested the people’s confi-
dence in the system.
The people have lodged 
2.7 million complaints with 
94% resolution and a total 
of 617,000 complainants 
have posted satisfactory 
feedback. – APP
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 ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Azerbaijan to Pakistan Ali Alizada and Palestinian ambassador Ahmad Rabaie offer condolences 
to Senator Siraj ul Haq, Ameer Jamaat e Islami on death of his mother-. – DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the European Union to Pakistan Androulla Kaminara was guest of 
honour at the Agahi Awards 2020 & presented the award for innovation in journalism. – DNA

ishfaq Mughal

FAISALABAD: Provincial 
Minister for Public Prosecu-
tion Ch. Zaheer-ud-Din has 
said that the solution to our 
problems lies in sincere ad-
herence to Uswa-e-Hasana of 
Prophet Muhammad(PBUH). 
He said this while participat-
ing the Ulma and Mashaikh 
Conference under Shaan Re-
matulil Alameen week cele-
brations here at Nusrat Fateh 
Ali Khan Auditourim. 
RPO Raja Rifat Mukhtar, 
Deputy Commissioner Mu-
hammad Ali, CPO Sohail 
Chaudhry, Additional Com-
missioner General Omar 
Maqbool, Director Arts 
Council Sofia Bedar, Admin-
istrative Officer Riaz Anjum, 
Mohammad Sadiq, Akhtar 
Butt, Maulana Mohammad 
Yousuf Anwar, Mufti Mu-
hammad Zia Madani, Sahib-
zada Arif Hussain Bukhari 
and other scholars, teach-
ers and members of civil 
society were also present. 
The Provincial Minister for 

Public Prosecution said that 
the entire life of the Holy 
Prophet (PBUH) is in fact 
an interpretation of the Holy 
Quran by which we can im-
prove our lives by getting 
enlightenment. He said that 
the guiding principles of trust 
and truthfulness for us. He 
strongly condemned the blas-
phemous sketches in France 
and said that the in the glory 
of Holy Prophet (PBUH) 
week is being observed 
which has made it clear to 
the world that we cannot 
bear the act of France.
The RPO, Deputy Commis-
sioner and CPO said that 
deep love for the Holy Proph-
et (PBUH) is required to in-
clude in our lives the teach-
ings of the Holy Prophet 
(PBUH) which are the guar-
antors of peace and security, 
mutual love and brotherhood 
and solidarity.  They said that 
patience, forbearance, toler-
ance and respect for human-
ity is the hallmark of Islamic 
society which should learn 
lessons from Islamic teach-
ings for its development. 

‘Solutions to our 
problems lie on 
Uswa e Hasana’

Emirates partners 
with FlySafair 

KARACHI: Emirates airline and FlySafair today announced 
an interline agreement, opening up connections for custom-
ers to selected routes on FlySafair’s network in South Afri-
ca. Through the arrangement, Emirates and FlySafair plan 
to offer the ease of single-ticket travel and through tagging 
of baggage for travellers transferring from Emirates’ three 
gateways – Johannesburg, Cape Town, and Durban to FlySa-
fair domestic points in South Africa, such as Port Elizabeth, 
East London and George.
Customers can also take advantage of connecting to FlySa-
fair’s points, without backtracking to their initial destina-
tion when catching their flight back to Dubai. Customers 
can book their travel with EK offices and travel agencies.
Badr Abbas, Senior Vice President Commercial Operations 
for Africa said: “We are pleased to begin our interline part-
nership with FlySafair. Their network complements our 
South African presence, providing an array of connections 
for our customers, which makes this a natural partnership. 
Together, we will open up new travel opportunities, and 
more choice for customers wishing to travel domestically. 
We look forward to working together and strengthening our 
relationship into the future." – DNA
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session 
on Zainab 
Alert app

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Ministry 
of Human Rights (MoHR) 
has conducted second 
awareness session on 
the Zainab Alert app for 
imparting training on 
app’s mechanism to us-
ers through tutorials. 
The “Zainab Alert app “is 
aimed to train parents, 
guardians and administra-
tions to take timely action 
in case of any mishap with 
any child. 
It is our collective re-
sponsibility to work for 
well being of children 
and report without delay, 
if got the information of 
any missing child”, an 
official of Ministry of 
Human Rights told APP 
here on Friday.
Zainab Alert app has been 
integrated with district 
police officers throughout 
the country. In Punjab it is 
inter-linked to 36 district 
police officers, in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa to 33 and in 
Sindh to 50, he informed.

Musical 
evening 
at TDCP 

resort today
ISLAMABAD: A musical 
evening titled “Live Jam-
ming”  will be held today at 
TDCP hill resort Murree.
The evening will feature 
well known singer “Anosh 
Gohr” and others emerg-
ing artists to enthrall the 
audience with their spell-
binding performance.
The event would be a great 
recreation for residents of 
twin cities of Rawalpindi 
and Islambad especially for 
music lovers to enjoy food 
of soul, an official of TDCP 
told APP. 
It would be a family ambi-
ance event aimed to pro-
vide relaxation to visitors 
from their exotic and mo-
notonous routine. – APP

Online comedy 
event “Kuch 
To Corona” 

today
ISLAMABAD: An online 
comedy event “Kuch To 
Corona” blended with 
spark of humor will be 
held on Saturday night 
from 7 pm to 9 pm.  Ar-
ranged by Face Founda-
tion of Culture and Arts, 
the activity is aimed to 
enhance audience with 
the witty sense of per-
formers in a unique style.
The comedy night will fea-
ture the journey in quarn-
tine during Corona Pan-
demic, an offical told APP 
on Friday.  
He said well known come-
dians would be performed 
at the moot, a complete 
package full of spontane-
ous jokes, witty perfor-
mances and a lot more to 
entertain audience. – APP

IRSA releases 
83,800 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) 
on Friday released 83,800 
cusecs water from various 
rim stations with inflow of 
48,300 cusecs. 
According to the data 
released by Indus River 
System Authority, water 
level in the Indus River at 
Tarbela Dam was 1502.67 
feet, which was 114.67 feet 
higher than its dead level 
1386 feet. Water inflow in 
the dam was recorded as 
27,300 cusecs and outflow 
as 40,000 cusecs. 
The water level in the 
Jhelum River at Mangla 
Dam was 1189.40 feet, 
which was 149.40 feet 
higher than its dead level 
of 1040 feet whereas the 
inflow and outflow of wa-
ter was recorded as 4,200 
cusecs and 27,000 cusecs 
respectively. 
The release of water at 
Kalabagh, Taunsa and 
Sukkur was recorded as 
54,500, 53,400 and 12,500 
cusecs respectively. Simi-
larly, from the Kabul River 
a total of 8,900 cusecs of 
water was released at Now-
shera and 2,000 cusecs 
released from the Chenab 
River at Marala. – APP

ISLAMABAD: Sardar Yasir Ilyas khan, President ICCI is presiding over a meeting of business community to discuss 
the issues being created by sealing of businesses. – DNA

ICCI cautions against 
sealing of businesses

Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan, President, ICCI said that business community have to spent 
years for building the reputation and goodwill of a business, but normally FBR, local 

administration and other govt departments tended to seal businesses on small violations
fiaz chauDhry

ISLAMABAD: The business com-
munity in a meeting at Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (ICCI) has called upon the 
government to discard the prac-
tice of sealing businesses for any 
violations of SOPs  and give them 
warnings along with imposition of 
small fines as sealing businesses 
was affecting their credibility and 
was not the right solution to curb 
the spread of Covid-19 pandemic. 
They said that sealing of busi-
nesses would ultimately hurt the 
already weak economy and cre-

ate more problems for the future 
growth of the country.
Chairing the meeting, Sardar Yasir 
Ilyas Khan, President, Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try said that business community 
have to spent years for building 
the reputation and goodwill of a 
business, but normally FBR, local 
administration and other govern-
ment departments tended to seal 
businesses on small violations, 
which badly damaged their repu-
tation and caused great financial 
losses to them. 
He said that the sealed busi-
nesses have to suffer for a long 
time and struggle hard to restore 

their prestige in the local com-
munity, which puts extra finan-
cial burden on them. 
He said that instead of sealing 
businesses, government depart-
ments should prefer giving warn-
ings and imposing small fines on 
them for any violations, which 
would save businesses from un-
necessary losses and also gener-
ate revenue for the government.
ICCI President said that govern-
ment machinery should ensure 
strong enforcement of SOPs to 
control the outbreak of Covid-19 
instead of sealing businesses. He 
said that the economy of Pakistan 
has already suffered huge losses 

due to lengthy lockdowns during 
Covid-19 pandemic last year and it 
could not afford further closure of 
businesses as shutting down busi-
ness activities would plunge the 
economy into deep troubles. 
He emphasized that the govern-
ment should go extra miles to 
save the businesses from any fur-
ther problems in order to keep the 
wheel of the economy in running 
mode.  He said that businesses in 
smart lockdown areas should be 
allowed to remain open with im-
plementation of SOPs.
Ms. Fatma Azim Senior Vice 
President and Abdul Rehman 
Khan Vice President ICCI said 

that recently FBR had sealed 
the office of a telecom company 
due to tax issues, but it has sent 
a very negative message to the 
potential investors. 
They said that Pakistan needed to 
promote maximum local and for-
eign investment to boost industri-
alization and strengthen the econ-
omy, but sealing of businesses on 
any violations would thwart such 
efforts of the government. 
They stressed that the govern-
ment should discard the practice 
of sealing businesses and should 
warn them before imposing fines 
for any violations in the larger eco-
nomic interests of the country.

‘Faiz Ahmed 
Faiz’ 

remembered
ISLAMABAD: Nation paid 
glowing tribute to the ser-
vices of legendary Pakistani 
poet Faiz Ahmed Faiz, who 
is often dubbed as the voice 
of revolution on his 36th 
death anniversary on Fri-
day (Nov 20). Whenever it 
comes to Urdu poetry or 
Urdu poets. Faiz Ahmed 
Faiz is always remembered 
in this talk. He was a leg-
endary poet and has written 
many Urdu poetry in his 
life. He was awarded with 
a Nobel Prize in Literature.
He was born on February 
13, 1911 in Sialkot. He stud-
ied from Oriental College. 
He got his education from 
Molvi Shams-Ul-Haq who 
was one of the teachers of 
Allama Muhammad Iqbal 
and learned a lot from him.
He then joined British In-
dian Army and performed 
his duties very well. He was 
then awarded with British 
Empire medal due to his ex-
traordinary performance in 
the armed forces.
At the time of independ-
ence, Faiz opted to shift in 
Pakistan. He then started 
working in Pakistan and 
joined The Pakistan Times, 
PTV news reported.
He then joined the Commu-
nist party. After some time 
he was arrested in an alle-
gation of being a part of a 
conspiracy which was made 
to overthrow Liaquat’s ad-
ministration.
After passing 4 years in jail, 
he was then released. He 
did not stopped his work 
and joined the Progressive 
Writers Movement where 
he showed his talent and 
became a notable person of 
the movement. – APP

RCB’s amnesty 
scheme 

extended 
till Dec 31

RAWALPINDI: The amnes-
ty scheme for illegal do-
mestic structures, launched 
by Rawalpindi Cantonment 
Board (RCB) has been ex-
tended until December 
31. According to a RCB 
spokesman, the board 
had launched an amnesty 
scheme for illegal residen-
tial buildings under which 
the owners had been asked 
to legalise their illegal struc-
tures without fines.
The amnesty scheme was 
announced for illegal struc-
tures of domestic units, 
constructed before 2015, 
he added. The owners of 
the illegal buildings would 
pay a fee of Rs 2500 to have 
their building map made by 
an approved architect which 
would be submitted to the 
Board for formal approval, 
he said and informed that 
three field offices had been 
set up in Allahabad for the 
residents of Ward Number 1 
& 10, Valley Road for Ward
Number 2,3,4,8 & 9 and 
‘Baraf Khana, Masrial 
Road’ for Ward Number 
5, 6 & 7. He said, special 
awareness campaign had 
also been launched through 
banners, posters and news-
papers ads. To a question 
he informed that a special 
operation against illegal 
constructions in commer-
cial areas would also be 
launched soon. – APP

PARC 
develops 

two banana 
varieties 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Ag-
riculture Research Council 
(PARC) has developed two 
high yielding, disease resistant 
banana varieties that would 
help to achieve maximum 
output, besides enhancing 
farm income of small farmers 
holdings lands of the potential 
areas. The seed varieties 
have been developed in Na-
tional Institute for Genomics 
and Advance Biotechnology 
(NIGAB) and registered first 
ever in the history of Paki-
stan, said Dr Ghulam Mu-
hammad Ali Member Plant 
Sciences of PARC.
He said that banana is culti-
vated over an area of 80,000 
acres in Pakistan and as per 
Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization statistics it’s per 
acre yield is less than India 
and China which produces 
more than 10 tons per acre.
The reasons behind this low 
yield are unavailability of 
high yielding banana vari-
eties and certified disease 
free planting materials, he 
said adding that PARC has 
developed two banana varie-
ties NIGAB-1 and NIGAB-2, 
which have been approved 
for commercial cultivation by 
Sindh Seed Council. – APP

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to 
the PM on Health Dr Faisal Sultan 
on Friday said that government 
has taken timely and proportion-
ate steps to deal with the Second 
wave of coronavirus pandemic to 
protect people’s health, as well 
as implemented measures to mit-
igate the negative economic im-
pacts of the pandemic.
Talking to a private news channel, 
he warned that the country could 
be at risk of a second wave of the 
Covid-19 outbreak if residents do 

not adhere to the strict precau-
tionary measures to prevent the 
spread of the virus.
He explained the further steps 
to control the disease that the 
National Command and Control 
Centre (NCOC) has proposed 
restrictions on large-scale public 
gatherings and issued fresh guide-
lines for marriage halls after the 
country saw a rise in Covid-19 in-
fections in recent weeks.
He said public gatherings and mar-
riage halls, which were reopened 

on Sept 15, are hotspots for the 
spread of coronavirus, adding, 
these gatherings should ideally 
not take place at all, but if unavoid-
able, must be organized with strict 
compliance with the standard op-
erating procedures (SOPs).
Faisal Sultan said public safety 
was of utmost top priority of gov-
ernment and the success of ef-
forts made against Covid-19 would 
not be allowed to go to waste.
He added that the restrictions 
would be tightened in the cities 

where the positivity ratio of the 
virus was high.
“We cannot allow citizens to visit 
public places and offices without 
wearing masks and neglect other 
health guidelines,” he mentioned.
The government has also set up a 
hotline so that the citizens could 
inform the authorities about the 
violation of coronavirus SOPs.
He said that lack of seriousness of 
the masses could further raised 
chances of dangerous wave of the 
infection as it has been witnessed 

that no standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs) have been followed 
at business centers, shopping 
malls and other public places.
Replying a Query about school 
closure, he replied no final de-
cision on holidays or school clo-
sures was made yet but a next 
final meeting will be held on 
Monday 23rd November, 2020 
for further review of the COVID 
19 situation. All options are being 
discussed. No immediate deci-
sion for now. – APP

Govt taking effective steps to deal with 2nd wave
Faisal Sultan said public safety was of utmost top priority of government and the success 

of efforts made against Covid-19 would not be allowed to go to waste

“Sallu Alaihi 
Wa Aalihi” 

exhibition starts 
ISLAMABAD: A dazzling art show of Washi Shahid titled 
“Sallu Alaihi Wa Aalihi” was inaugurated here  on Friday 
in an online ceremony at Gallery 6.
Wasil Shahid, is an established calligrapher who has 
been working in this art form since last 17 years. He 
has especial skills to work in classical Arabic calligraphy 
with gold leaf, a very delicate medium. 
He mainly uses Thuluth Jelli script, which is a large 
and elegant, cursive script, used in medieval times on 
mosque decorations. It has been used in most of the 
scripts work in Khana-e Kaaba and Masjid Nabvi.
Dr. Arjumand Faisel, a curator said Wasil has shown his 
brilliant command over the medium and the script in five 
solo exhibitions and in several group shows held in Paki-
stan and abroad. – DNA

Dr Zaman 
among the 

top 2% world 
scientists 

 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Dr Mu-
hammad Zaman from the 
Department of Sociolo-
gy, Quaid-i-Azam Islama-
bad is among the Top 2% 
Scientists of the World 
Ranking. This ranking is 
released by the Sandford 
University, USA based on 
the research, citation and 
publication input. He is a 
leading sociologist of the 
country and only sociolo-
gist from Pakistan in the 
world ranking. His research 
revolves around the child-
hood, youth, marriage and 
family, and road safety in 
Pakistan. His main scholar-
ly contribution is “adequate 
social exchange”; “meth-
odological gravitism”; road 
safety and cultural con-
text of Pakistan. He is the 
author of two books and 
co-author on threebooks. 
He also published research 
articles in the world lead-
ing peer review journals 
of sociology. He was co- re-
searcher on the street code 
research in Germany, Paki-
stan and South Africa and 
co-authored the book The 
Codes of the Street in Risky 
Neighborhoods.

03

ISLAMABAD: The Ambassador-Designate of the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal to Pakistan, Tapas Adhikari, 
paid a courtesy call on the High Commissioner of Sri Lanka. – DNA

staff report / DNa

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development Author-
ity (CDA) has started construction of mod-
ern toilets in major shopping malls, shops 
and public parks across the city, while exist-
ing toilets are also being upgraded.
According to a press release of CDA, 100 
toilets in the first phase and 15 more toilets 
in the second phase would be constructed. 
More toilets would be constructed in each 
sector as per requirement later on. 
Upgraded and new toilets would be leased 
out to private companies for the period of 
10 years, the PR added.

According to the details, as per the need 
and demand of the city and traders, the San-
itation Department of CDA has started con-
struction of toilets in all major and small mar-
kets, shopping malls and shops of the city. 

Modern toilets to be 
constructed across city
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is all set 
to announce a formal cyberse-
curity policy to better protect 
businesses, peoples’ privacy and 
their fundamental rights, and se-
cure private information and data 
against online harm, as work on 
the guidelines has entered into 
the final phase.
“The cyber policy for the country 
is being finalized. It is (there) in 
one form or the other in practical 
shapes, but a formal cybersecurity 
policy is under finalization. I am 
sure we will be having this policy 
very soon,” Shoaib Ahmad Sid-
diqui, Federal Secretary, Ministry 
of IT & Telecommunication, said 
while speaking on the third in-
ternational conference on ‘Cyber 
Threat Intelligence {2020}’ or-

ganized by Total Communications 
held in Islamabad.
A number of cyberattacks have 
taken place on state and private 
entities in Pakistan. Besides, peo-
ple have lost lives due to non-seri-
ous approach and attitude on so-
cial media. “Much has to be done, 
not much has been done,” he said.
President Arif Alvi and Prime 
Minister Imran Khan are giving 
utmost importance to what is re-
quired for IT, information securi-
ty and cybersecurity and Federal 
Minister for IT & Telecommunica-
tion Syed Amin Ul Haque is lead-
ing it in a very vibrant manner, he 
said. Speakers have very rightly 
pointed out that IT departments 
at public and private entities are 
not responsible for the cyberse-
curity, information security and 
cyber threats, “but this is virtually 
state level matter and permeate 

throughout the society at all lev-
els…to all organizations whether 
they are in financial sector, infor-
mation services or any other tech-
nical work,” he said.
Ensuring cybersecurity is a high-
ly challenging job. “It is a 360 
degree effort. It is a 24 hours’ 
work. It is not just you do excel-
lent in 23 hours and 59 minutes 
and one minute is the gap where 
you are hit. So this is the level of 
alertness and the visual that is 
required for,” he said.
Ammar Jaffri, Director General, 
Center of Information Technology 
(CIT), expressed disappointment 
that Pakistan has remained stuck 
in discussing basic policy issues 
for cybersecurity for over one-and-
half decades. “We have started 
discussions to safeguard the na-
tion against cyberattacks 16 years 
ago…and today we are again dis-

cussing cybersecurity. It is very 
serious to me. These 16 years is a 
big time for me,” he said.
Jaffri, who is Former Additional 
Director General, Federal Inves-
tigation Agency (FIA), said that 
corporate sector and individuals 
are waiting for legal protection 
against cybersecurity breaches. 
“This is high time for the govern-
ment to act now.” Sagheer Mufti, 
Chief Operating Officer, HBL, said 
that cybercrime has become more 
profitable than narcotics globally. 
This is a wakeup call for public 
and private entities in Pakistan.
Azhar Zia ur Rehman, Head of the 
Advisory, Committee on Cyber/
Information Security, Ministry 
of IT & Telecommunication, said 
that they have developed a gener-
ic framework for a national infor-
mation security policy. “What we 
are trying to protect is not the cy-

ber, but the information through 
strengthening cybersecurity that 
is our valuable asset.” 
Speakers in panel discussions said 
that Covid-19 is the gateway to 
the future of digital Pakistan. The 
landscape of cyber-attacks and 
threats has drastically changed 
especially during the pandemic, 
as criminals are now using artifi-
cial intelligence (AI) and machine 
learning to attack public and pri-
vate sector entities.
They said the entities should not 
stop doing projects for digital Pa-
kistan in wait for cybersecurity 
policy and other related legisla-
tions, but they should go ahead. 
The projects and policymaking 
cab be done simultaneously, 
they said. International speakers 
from Russia, UK, Turkey, USA, 
KSA and Singapore also spoke in 
the conference.

‘Pak is near to announce cybersecurity policy’
“The cyber policy for the country is being finalized. It is (there) in one form or the other in practical shapes, 

but a formal cybersecurity policy is under finalization. I am sure we will be having this policy very soon

Briefs
CDA starts 

development 
work

ISLAMABAD: Capital De-
velopment Authority (CDA) 
has started development 
work in sector I-15 and its 
sub sectors as it was ne-
glected for a long time. 
Biddings have been invited 
for the infrastructure of Sec-
tor I-15/1 whereas the earth 
work and survey of streets 
and roads of the sector 
were continued, said a CDA 
Spokesperson. 
Besides this, the tender 
for sector I-15/4 has also 
been opened. According 
to details, sector I-15 was 
opened for facilitating the 
low income citizens. De-
spite allotment of plots 
the sector lacked proper 
development, however, the 
current administration of 
CDA was committed for the 
developmental work in the 
neglected sectors. 
CDA was implementing the 
policy of the betterment 
of infrastructure in sector 
I-15 and its sub sectors so 
that the issues being faced 
by the allottees may be re-
solved. Tender for I-15 has 
been issued which will be 
opened on December 17, 
2020 whereas the develop-
ment work will be started 
in January next year.  The 
tender for sub sector I-15/4 
has also been opened and 
development work will be 
started within two weeks.  
The developmental work in 
sub sector I-15/3 is already 
underway, the spokesper-
son added. – APP

Pink 
Residency 
reference 
adjourned

ISLAMABAD: An Accounta-
bility Court (AC) on Friday 
adjourned hearing on Pink 
Residency reference till No-
vember 26, connected with 
fake accounts scam.
AC-II Judge Muhammad 
Azam Khan conducted hear-
ing on graft reference filed 
by National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB) against Omni 
Group’s Abdul Ghani Ma-
jeed and others. 
During the course of pro-
ceeding, a defense lawyer 
conducted cross examining 
with prosecution witness 
Munavar Alam. After this, 
the court ordered the coun-
sels of all accused to ensure 
their attendance on next 
date of hearing. 
Meanwhile, the account-
ability court once again 
postpone its decision on 
acquittal plea of accused in 
a reference against former 
prime minister Yousaf Raza 
Gilani and others pertain-
ing to misuse of powers 
in award of an advertising 
campaign contract to a pri-
vate firm. The court fixed 
November 27, to announce 
its decision which was re-
served previously.
Similarly, the same court 
postponed its decision till 
November 27, on acquit-
tal pleas of co-accused in a 
reference against former 
prime minister Shaukat 
Aziz regarding illegal ap-
pointments. The hearing 
was adjourned without fur-
ther proceeding. – APP

FJWU holds 
Mehfil-
e-Milad

RAWALPINDI: A Meh-
fil-e-Milad was organized 
at Fatima Jinnah Women 
University (FJWU) with re-
ligious zeal to mark the Eid 
Milad un Nabi (SAW). 
Vice Chancellor, (VC), 
FJWU, Dr Saima Hamid , 
the Chairpersons, Faculty 
members and the students 
attended the Milad. 
The students from various 
departments of the universi-
ty also participated through 
Facebook and YouTube live 
streaming in Mehfil-e-Milad 
with great reverence and 
enthusiasm to pay tribute to 
Hazrat Muhammad (SAW).
The ‘Mehfil-e-Milad’ start-
ed with the recitation of 
Quranic verses by Hajra 
Ilyas, student of Islamic 
Studies Department. 
The participants of the Me-
hfil-e-Milad included Sidra 
Tasawar, Sabrina Bukhari, 
Sehr Amjad, Hira Eraj, Had-
ia Ibrar and Atiqa Jahangir. 
A group of participants pre-
sented bayan on the topic 
of “Patience” and also shed 
light on Seerat-un-Nabvi 
(SAW). They briefed the au-
dience on the importance 
of patience by highlighting 
various aspects of the life 
and teachings of Hazrat 
Muhammad (SAW). 
They stressed to practically 
follow the Quran and Sun-
nah which offered solution 
to all the problems. – APP

AIOU 
postpones 

examinations 
in AJK

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal 
Open University has post-
poned ongoing examinations 
of spring 2020 semester in-
cluding BS, B Ed, MA/ M Sc 
across Azad Jammu & Kash-
mir. The university has tak-
en this decision keeping in 
view potential threat of lock 
down in AJK from November 
22 – December 05 to restrict 
the spread of COVID-19 pan-
demic.  According to the 
Controller of Examinations, 
AIOU, revised schedule for 
these examinations would be 
announced later. 
However, examinations in 
other parts of the country 
would be held as per already 
notified schedule. 
Moreover, the university 
has announced the new 
schedule for an already can-
celled paper of B Ed course 
code (6467). The examina-
tion for this course code will 
be held now on November 
30, 2020. Previously, it was 
supposed to be held on No-
vember 06, however it was 
cancelled owing to some un-
foreseen reasons. Revised 
roll number slips are being 
dispatched to the students, 
however previously issued 
roll number slips would also 
be acceptable in the exami-
nation halls. No change has 
been made in timings and 
venue for this examination. 

Setting of fruit 
processing 
industry in 
GB is vital 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Businesses Forum (PBF) 
on Friday said climate and 
fertile soil of Gilgit-Baltistan 
offer ideal environment for 
producing fruits like apples, 
peach, cherries, almonds, 
apricot, etc. As farmers in 
Gilgit-Baltistan produce over 
100,000 tonnes of fresh apri-
cots a year. “Setting up the 
fruit processing industry in 
the region would help boost 
the country’s fruit exports”.
While talking to delegation 
of Gilgit Chamber of Com-
merce, PBF Vice President 
Ahmad Jawad said low vol-
ume of trade between Paki-
stan and China is not reflec-
tive of the economic size of 
two neighbouring countries. 
This indicates there is a 
huge untapped trade poten-
tial in both countries, which 
can be utilised mainly to en-
hance welfare of the masses 
and Gilgit Baltistan would 
be key gateway to strength-
en bilateral trade.
Initially the CPEC plan does 
not really benefit GB in the 
short-term, since no direct 
industrial projects are being 
established. However, if we 
take a look at the long term 
perspective, with the estab-
lishment of businesses, tel-
ecommunication networks 
and infrastructure projects, 
GB will start to benefit eco-
nomically.Therefore, ‘there’s 
a dire need for the policy 
makers in the government to 
develop plans in GB of think-
tanks to focus on the core is-
sues directly’. Jawad said.
 

NAVTTC 
Initiates 
online 

verification 
system

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Considering 
importance and swiftness in 
the process of verification 
of certificates, NAVTTC has 
initiated work on the devel-
opment of Online Verifica-
tion System of TVET sector 
certificates/Diplomas. All  
chairpersons of Approved 
Qualification Awarding Bod-
ies (QABs),  including pro-
vincial Boards of Technical 
Education (BTEs) , Trade 
Testing Boards (TTBs) , oth-
er approved QABs in TVET 
sector across Pakistan and 
Regional Director Generals 
of NAVTTC, participated 
the meeting.
Dr. Faheem Mohammad, 
Executive Director, NAVT-
TC chaired the meeting 
and highlighted that this 
long-awaited initiative is 
very important to enhance 
the quality and credibility 
of TVET sector in Pakistan 
and improving employment 
opportunities for Pakistani 
youth at home and abroad. 
The system will facilitate 
Pakistani youth for attesta-
tion process and employer 
in Pakistan and abroad. 
It will increase confidence 
of the employer of foreign 
countries on Pakistani cer-
tification system, which 
will help in raising foreign 
remittances.  

COMSTECH Int’l 
workshop kicks 
off on Tuesday

ISLAMABAD: Realizing the importance of Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI) in the healthcare systems, COMSTECH is going 
to inaugurate a two-day workshop and exhibition on AI in 
healthcare in collaboration with Sir Syed CASE Institute of 
Technology. It will be inaugurated at the COMSTECH head-
quarters, Islamabad on November 24, 2020.
Chaudhry Fawad Hussain, Federal Minister for Science and 
Technology, Pakistan will grace the occasion as guest of hon-
or. This event is being organized under the kind patronage 
of Prof. Dr. Atta-ur-Rahman (FRS., N.I., H.I., S.I., T.I.), Chair-
man Prime Minister Task Force on Information Technology. 
Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal Chaudhary (H.I., S.I., T.I.), Coordinator 
General COMSTECH and Prof. Dr. Shoab A. Khan, founder 
CARE, Islamabad are the chair and co-chair of the event re-
spectively. The objective of this International workshop and 
exhibition is to bring together the researchers, industrial-
ists, and practitioners interested in the specification, design, 
and development of AI to cultivate smart healthcare systems 
that will improve personal healthcare in a better way.
Intelligent hospital management, health software archi-
tecture, framework, design & engineering, internet of 
things for healthcare, intelligent technologies for health-
care, programming paradigms and tools for health appli-
cations, automated diagnosis and prediction, and data 
discovery are the main themes of the workshop. Dr. Atif 
Mashkoor, Johannes Kepler University, Austria, and Pro-
fessor Ashiq Anjum, University of Leicester, UK, are the 
resource persons among others. – DNA

Saturday, November 21, 2020
IslamabadPOST

ISLAMABAD: A monkey presenting antics to attract customers’ attention. Due to coronavirus parks in the Capital have been closed 
due to which business of such people has badly affected. – DNA

Rising ultra-nationalism 
threatens co-existence
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad In-
stitute of Conflict Resolution 
(IICR) organized a One-day 
International Conference ti-
tled “Growing Ultra-national-
ism in Contemporary World”.  
The panelists included emi-
nent speakers from various 
parts of the world.
Dr. Salma Malik, Assistant 
Professor Defense and Stra-
tegic Studies QAU, Islama-
bad moderated the session 
whereas other speakers in-
cluded Prof. Dr. Nazir Hus-
sain, Dean Social Sciences 
QAU, Prof. Dr. Hamit Erosy, 
Professor, Istanbul Zaim 
University, Turkey, Mr. Mi-
chael Kugelman, Deputy 
Director South Asia Pro-
gram, Wilson Centre, Wash-
ington, USA and Dr. Waleed 

Rasool,Director Genaral 
at Institute of Multi-Track 
Dilougue, Development and 
Diplomatic Studies.
While commenting Dr. Na-
zir Hussain said that over 
the decade there has been 
a rise in Ultra-nationalism 
which has swept across 
many parts of the world 
including United States. 
Moreover, authoritarian 
civil rules in the United 
States, France, Spain, Rus-
sia, Turkey, China, and India 
manifested their brands of 
ultra-nationalist tendencies. 
Adding further he said that-
Donald Trump’s ‘America 
First’ European ‘protec-
tionism’ ‘Brexit’ and Indi-
an ‘Hindutva’ has created 
insecurities and uncertain-
ties among the minorities 
in the majoritarian rules. 
However, Globalization, 

Trans-national cooperation 
and peaceful coexistence 
were the major causalities 
of this rise. 
While expressing his views 
Prof. Dr. Hamit Esroy’s 
discussion encompassed 
the interaction between 
the ultra-nationalism’s 
ideology, political move-
ments, globalization and 
the implications of the 
first on the latter. He also 
touched upon the emer-

gence of ultra-nationalism, 
its root causes and how it 
has become a threat for 
the nation states with the 
collapse of bipolar system 
at the end of the cold war. 
While reflecting on the fu-
ture he recommended that 
Muslim countries should 
draw consensus and invent 
their own concepts to read 
the global politics. Moreo-
ver, he also said that lead-
ers of the Muslim world 

should realize that nation-
alistic polices would lead to 
more division among them.
The next speaker on the 
panel was Dr. Waleed Ra-
sool who reflected upon the 
growing ultra-nationalism 
in India and how it is affect-
ing the Muslims in India. 
He said that every aspect 
of Indian society has been 
hinduised by Modi and BJP. 
Furthermore, he shared 
that it is not ultra-national-
ism which Indian society is 
facing it is Modism which 
has been inflicted upon 
them. Adding further he 
said that the data of vot-
ers in the election of India 
from 2004, 2009,2014, and 
2019, reveals an interplay 
of politics, religion, race, 
and science that has con-
solidated the new interpre-
tation of hyper-nationalism 

in the Modi regime.
The last speaker on the pan-
el was Michael Kugelman 
who shared his thoughts on 
the topic. While addressing 
the audience he said that 
nationalism is a term that 
has been with us for centu-
ries. In earlier times, it was 
a principle that inspired 
hope and optimism—a force 
that unified people around 
shared ideals of nationhood 
and led to the formation of 
new countries. However, in 
more recent times, the term 
would take on a very differ-
ent and more sinister conno-
tation—one that conjured up 
thoughts of xenophobia, au-
thoritarianism, and broader 
assaults on democracy. He 
further said that it has been 
visible and has impacted 
global politics and the world 
will have its lasting impacts. 

The last speaker on the panel was Michael Kugelman who shared his 
thoughts on the topic. While addressing the audience he said that 

nationalism is a term that has been with us for centuries

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Sweden in Pakistan inaugurating Pakistan's first fast 
DC electrical vehcilce charging unit in Islamabad's F 7 sector. – DNA
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Ambitious changes Peace in Afghanistan

P RIME Minister Imran Khan has recently commented 
upon drastically changing two election procedures. 
Firstly, he seems determined to change the struc-

ture of the Senate elections. PTI in October introduced the 
Election (Amendment) Act, 2020 which proposes a larg-
er set of electoral reforms, including an overhaul change 
in the electoral process of electing senators, seeking to 
end the use of secret ballots in the elections for the upper 
chamber of parliament. Building on the same bill, PM Khan 
said that the government had decided to move a constitu-
tional amendment in the parliament to elect new senators 
through ‘show of hands’ instead of a secret ballot. The sec-
ond suggestion by PM Khan is more ambitious—he wants to 
introduce e-voting and voting rights to overseas Pakistanis.
The first initiative by the government is not a new or unilater-
al sentiment—there have been deliberations of changing Sen-
ate procedure for years. There was particular uproar in the 
2018 Senate elections, where many instances of surprising 
switches across the aisle were noted. The outrage seemed bi-
partisan—both PTI and PML-N claimed foul play and called for 
investigation into vote-purchase and horse-trading allegations.
Both steps are not unreasonable, yet come with their own chal-
lenges. The extent of vote switching in the last Senate elec-
tions that came about because of horse-trading, or because of 
internal party disputes or weak candidates is disputed. While 
having open elections will clearly bring about more transpar-
ency, they bring into question the point of having elections in 
the first place if all will vote according to the party line. With 
the second step, the government will have to tread extremely 
cautiously. E-voting across the world has proven to be vulnera-
ble to online attacks—technologically advanced countries have 
rolled back online voting, even with iron-clad security. While 
the reasoning behind introducing e-voting is democratic, the 
process towards better online security will be a long one, and 
should not be steamrolled for convenience.

A DDRESSING the process of bringing about peace in 
war torn Afghanistan through delegation level talks 
with Ashraf Ghani, Imran Khan is aiming to usher Pa-

kistan into a new era of deepened friendship with its neigh-
bour. Through this visit to Kabul, we have sent out a strong 
and undisputable message of trust and commitment to inspire 
harmony within the region in times when violence seems to 
be uncontainable. The hope now is for consistent progress 
to be made in a timely fashion so that mutual benefits can be 
secured for both countries.
The aim of all bilateral talks with Afghanistan is to strengthen 
ties with regards to resolving conflict and enhancing econom-
ic development within the region as a whole. With Afghanistan 
on our side, not only do economic prospects, particularly those 
concerning CPEC and the BRI, become more promising but any 
attempts by India to use their land for the purpose of destabilis-
ing Pakistan are neutralised. These are some aspects that could 
become the centre of discussion during Imran Khan’s stay in 
Afghanistan. It is undeniable that a country with a similar cul-
ture, history, faith and values provides ample opportunities for 
cooperation and it is up to us to make the most of the situation. 
With such laser focus on progress comes the issue of irrefutabil-
ity; Afghanistan might never be able to say that Pakistan never 
extended a friendly hand during trying times, to help navigate 
the country towards prosperity, and is not interested in maintain-
ing friendly ties with the country. Our intention is clear as our 
authorities go above and beyond to ensure that Pakistan remains 
an essential part of the stabilisation of Afghanistan as a whole.
Our talks with Afghanistan were kicked off by the incumbent 
government back in September and since then, the matter has 
only been getting more serious. Surely, the confidence with 
which we take the next step forward is going to go a long way 
in nurturing ties between the two countries and create a foun-
dation for a multifaceted partnership. Perhaps the Prime Min-
ister can also raise the issue of India using Afghan territory to 
foment terror here at home. Eradicating that issue would go a 
long way in cementing friendly ties with the country.

T HE Tashkent Conference on 
Children Rights. Justice Ali 
Nawaz Chowhan In collabora-

tion with UN specialized agencies and 
supported by the “ZAMIN” interna-
tional public foundation the govern-
ment of Uzbekistan held web forum 
dedicated to world children day and 
resolved to celebrate this day annually 
on 20th November. 
I take this opportunity of congratulating 
the progressive president of Uzbekistan, 
its government, the sponsors and the 
UN agencies for taking this initiative. 
The conference was highly successful. 
Where speeches were made by the first 
deputy secretary general of UN, Amina 
Muhammad, UN deputy secretary gen-
eral Tatyana Valovaya, UN secretary 
general special representative Natalia 
Gherman. The other institutions, NGOs 
and organizations and I myself attended 
the web forum through video confer-
ence in view of COVID-19. 
The Geneva declaration of the 
Rights of the child of 1924 is the 
starting point in the matter of chil-
dren Rights. In line was the conven-
tion on 20th Nov 1959. Besides, the 
welfare of Children was recognized 
in the universal declaration of Hu-
man Rights in the two international 
covenants of 1966 pertaining to civil, 
political, social and cultural Rights. 
Reference may also be made in this 
connection to the Beijing rules dec-

laration on the protection of children 
in emergency and Armed Conflict. 
The web forum was highlighting the 
principles of the convention of 1959 
which entered into force on 2nd Sep-
tember, 1990. Emphasis was also laid 
in protecting the rights of the child’s 
to life, health, education and leisure. It 
asked for protection of children from 
violence and discrimination. It envis-
ages developing a child friendly envi-
ronment around the world through di-
alogue and action. 
Uzbekistan has taken a lead in these 
times of conflicts around the globe 
where children are victims. They 
are also being used as child soldiers, 
their trafficking goes on and many 
were killed as refugees while trying 
to cross the Atlantic. 
There is also a need for providing jus-
tice to the juveniles and protecting the 

children from the rampant, sex abuse. 
The dedication of 20th November as 
world children day by the Tashkent 
web forum is a laudable objective. 
Now every year there will be a focus 
on children and their Rights as guaran-
teed by various conventions as afore-
mentioned. 
I once more congratulate the organ-
izers of the web forum and the gov-
ernment of Uzbekistan in setting the 
ball rolling in the interest of the wel-
fare of the suffering children and for 
advocating the Rights guaranteed by 
the conventions. 

– The Author is a former 
International Judge of the UN at 
The Hague, Chief Justice of the 

Gambia, First Chairman of National 
Commission for the Human Rights 

Pakistan, Judge of the superior 
judiciary, Co-Chair Person UNESCO, 

Professor of International Law etc.

V ACCINATORS get their temperatures 
checked, during an anti-polio campaign, in 
a low-income neighborhood in Karachi, Pa-

kistan, July 20, 2020. An alarming report was pub-
lished last week by the World Health Organization 
(WHO) and the US Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC). The report said that mea-
sles cases surged globally in 2019, reaching their 
highest level in 23 years, while deaths caused by 
the highly contagious disease that mainly impacts 
children had risen 50 percent since 2016.
The report said that almost 870,000 fresh cases of 
measles were reported in 2019, with 207,500 deaths, 
thus erasing almost two decades of efforts by govern-
ments and children’s organizations to eliminate the 
disease. It blamed a failure to vaccinate children on 
time as the main reason for the slippage. The WHO 
and CDC highlighted the need for governments to 
increase their efforts to eliminate the deadly viral in-
fection. Scientists say that current vaccination rates 
are far below the minimum threshold of 95 percent 
that is needed to curb the risk of infection spreading.
The report’s findings are extremely worrying, as 
they report data from last year, when the corona-
virus disease (COVID-19) was unheard of in most 
parts of the world and when life had not been dis-
rupted like it has been since the global spread of 
the pandemic. The pandemic-enforced lockdowns 
we have seen this year are bound to have serious-
ly impacted immunization programs around the 
world. This is due to several reasons. First is that 
lockdowns disrupt transportation, leading to chal-
lenges for medical personnel to get to work, at least 
in the initial period. Moreover, while hospitals may 
have been able to continue their operations, vacci-
nations all over the world are mainly carried out by 
nongovernmental organizations and most of them 
were very severely hampered. Several were forced 
to suspend their regular operations, while others 
worked with a skeleton staff, but even they were 
mainly deployed to help governments and hospi-

tals fight the pandemic. The transport issue also 
disrupted the distribution of vaccines to the places 
where immunization can take place.
Another significant challenge for NGOs has been 
funding. Most are dependent on government mon-
ey for their immunization programs, but the pan-
demic has seen state budgets shrink. And these 
shrunken budgets have almost entirely been divert-
ed to boosting each country’s limited capacity for 
dealing with the massive and unprecedented rush 
of COVID-19 patients. For several months now, 
NGOs working in the domain of immunization or 
fighting deadly infections like tuberculosis or polio 
have been calling on governments to ensure that, 
while they battle COVID-19, they should not ignore 
vaccinations. However, with their entire focus on 
fighting the pandemic, practically all other major 
healthcare programs in every country have either 
been suspended or vastly reduced.
As early as April, experts said that, within a period of 
three weeks, up to 13.5 million children had missed 
out on vaccinations for diseases like polio, tubercu-
losis and measles. They warned that missed vaccina-
tions could have disastrous results and cause signifi-
cant setbacks in the battle to eradicate these illnesses. 
By April, as many as 23 nations had suspended their 
measles campaigns due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and, as a result, nearly 78 million children were ex-
pected to have missed their vaccines during 2020.
The numbers have now risen even further. The 
WHO-CDC report says that, even though the report-
ed cases of measles this year are lower, efforts to 
control the pandemic have resulted in disruptions 
to vaccination programs and crippled efforts to pre-
vent and minimize measles outbreaks. The report 
said that, by the beginning of this month, more than 
94 million children were at risk of missing out on 
vaccination as programs had been stopped in 26 
countries. This has already led to fresh outbreaks 
of measles in several countries and, even now, only 
eight of these 26 nations have managed to resume 

their vaccination programs. Within a period of three 
weeks, up to 13.5 million children had missed out on 
vaccinations for diseases like polio, TB and measles.
Though similar data is not yet available on other 
communicable illnesses like polio or TB, the sit-
uation is hardly likely to be encouraging. Each of 
these illnesses is a major killer by itself and mil-
lions could either die or become seriously ill. Also, 
as most of the affected nations are poor, outbreaks 
impose an extremely heavy burden on their already 
weak and overburdened healthcare systems.
Moreover, in these countries, children and espe-
cially infants in poorer families are highly suscep-
tible to other diseases, such as dysentery, which 
often turn fatal even though they are easily treated. 
Even if the world manages to get a grip on the COV-
ID-19 pandemic next year, it is almost certain to be 
left struggling to cope with unexpected side-effects 
in the form of TB or measles.
Overstretched healthcare systems, especially in 
the developing world, may not be able to cope with 
a rush of infections. Outbreaks are also a good in-
dicator of the poor coverage of healthcare systems 
that may not be reaching the most vulnerable sec-
tions of society. Unlike COVID-19, which has afflict-
ed rich and poor alike, illnesses like polio and TB 
mainly strike the poorer sections of society.
Already, the poor are paying a hefty price for COV-
ID-19, at least in terms of the economic fallout, as 
hundreds of millions have lost their jobs and find 
themselves pushed back years, if not decades, in 
economic development. Fresh outbreaks of other 
illnesses will undoubtedly exact a very heavy price.
It may not be too late just yet, but governments and 
international organizations need to act fast and in 
a concerted manner to ensure that vaccination pro-
grams not only restart and catch up with their yearly 
targets, but also plug the gaps that have stubbornly 
remained in their coverage. Only then can the world 
avoid another year of dramatic horror stories.

– Courtesy: Arab News

The Tashkent Conference on children rights

Missed vaccinations leave children vulnerable 

Justice Ali Nawaz Chowhan

Ranvir S. Nayar

The web forum was 
highlighting the principles 
of the convention of 1959 
which entered into force 
on 2nd September, 1990. 
Emphasis was also laid in 
protecting the rights of 

the child’s to life, health, 
education and leisure. It 
asked for protection of 
children from violence 
and discrimination. It 

envisages developing a 
child friendly environment 
around the world through 

dialogue and action

The WHO-CDC report 
says that, even though the 
reported cases of measles 
this year are lower, efforts 
to control the pandemic 

have resulted in disruptions 
to vaccination programs and 
crippled efforts to prevent 

and minimize measles 
outbreaks. The report said 

that, by the beginning of this 
month, more than 94 million 

children were at risk of 
missing out on vaccination
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foreigN Desk

BAKU: President Ilham Ali-
yev has said that Azerbaijan 
is ready to cooperate with 
sober-minded forces in Ar-
menia. Aliyev made the re-
marks in his address to the 
nation on November 20, the 
day when Azerbaijan gets its 
control back over Aghdam 
region under a trilateral 
agreement signed by Baku, 
Moscow and Yerevan to end 
the Nagorno-Karabakh war.
“If sober-minded forces 
come to power in Armenia 
now, after the crisis, we are 
ready to establish normal 
relations with such sound 
forces. But we have nothing 
to do with the executioners, 
those who shed the blood of 
the Azerbaijani people. Let 

everyone know that!” he 
said. The president added 
that regional cooperation 
opportunities will expand 
only after this.
“All the work we have done 
in this region so far has giv-
en impetus to cooperation. 
All our projects – energy, 
transport and humanitarian 
projects – have deepened 
cooperation. We have not 
taken a single wrong step,” 
he said. Aliyev added that 
Azerbaijan is interested in 
establishing normal and 
businesslike relations with 
Armenia in the South Cau-
casus region.
 “We [Azerbaijan and Ar-
menia] live in this region 
and in this neighbourhood, 
whether we like it or not. 
As President and Command-
er-in-Chief, I am interested 

in ending hostilities in our 
region, in the South Cauca-
sus, and establishing normal 
and businesslike relations. 
At least this is what we 
want,” he said. He said that 
Azerbaijan had no problems 
with the Armenian people.
“We did not destroy their 
cities, although we could 
have done that. It wasn’t too 
difficult to destroy Khankan-
di after taking Shusha. We 

could have destroyed it in 
a day. Did we do that? No! 
But what did they do to our 
cities? Therefore, we have 
no problems with the Arme-
nian people. I want to say 
again that all peoples living 
in a single Azerbaijani state 
have equal rights, including 
the Armenian people,” he 
said. The president said 
that the “Armenians living 
in Nagorno-Karabakh will 

one day realize that the only 
way for them is to live side 
by side with the people of 
Azerbaijan, to live in the 
neighbourhood and to give 
up all these ugly deeds”.
Congratulations to Aghdam 
residents In his speech, Al-
iyev congratulated all Agh-
dam residents on the lib-
eration of the region from 
Armenian occupation.
“I sincerely congratulate 
you on the liberation of 
Aghdam region. I cordially 
congratulate all the people 
of Aghdam. Dear people of 
Aghdam, you are no longer 
IDPs. You will return to 
your ancestral land,” he 
stressed. Aliyev noted that 
Aghdam’s liberation was 
the result of the trilateral 
peace agreement signed on 
November 10.

He described Aghdam’s 
liberation as a “historic 
event”. “I can say that Agh-
dam is the largest of the 
occupied districts in terms 
of population. Before the 
occupation, 143,000 people 
lived in Aghdam district. At 
present, the population of 
Aghdam district is 204,000 
people. 73 percent of the 
district was occupied, and 
in the remaining areas, the 
areas under our control, we 
have carried out major con-
struction and landscaping 
work in recent years,” the 
head of state noted.
Aliyev added that due to 
the work done and major 
investments, 45 percent of 
the population of Aghdam 
region lives there. The pres-
ident said that a new era be-
gins for Aghdam.

Aliyev seeks cooperation with sober-minded forces
All the work we have done in this region so far has given impetus to cooperation. All our 

projects – energy, transport and humanitarian projects – have deepened cooperation. 
We have not taken a single wrong step,” he said

Briefs
EU urges 
caution 

about lifting 
restrictions

foreigN Desk

BRUSSELS: Top European 
Union (EU) officials have 
underscored the need to be 
more cautious about lifting 
restrictions amid the sec-
ond wave of COVID-19 in-
fections. “We need to learn 
past lessons and be cautious 
when we lift restrictions,” 
European Council Presi-
dent Charles Michel said at 
a press conference following 
the EU leaders’ videocon-
ference on Thursday.
Lifting restrictions should be 
“gradual and regressive,” he 
added. European Commis-
sion President Ursula von 
der Leyen stressed the im-
portance of managing expec-
tations. The “impact of lift-
ing measures too hastily has 
had a very bad impact on the 
epidemiological situation in 
summer and fall,” she said.
“We will make a proposal 
for a gradual and coordinat-
ed approach to lifting con-
tainment measures,” von 
der Leyen said, adding that 
it will be very important to 
avoid another wave.
The EU leaders on Thurs-
day held a regular video 
conference to coordinate 
actions against the pandem-
ic. Apart from lifting restric-
tions, issues like forging a 
common approach to the 
use of rapid antigen tests 
and vaccinations were also 
discussed.

Armenia 
appoints 

new defence 
minister 

YEREVAN: Armenia on 
Friday appointed a new de-
fence minister as protests 
raged after it lost a weeks-
long war with traditional 
foe Azerbaijan over the 
disputed Nagorno-Karab-
akh region.
The presidency said in a 
statement that the new 
defence minister was 
Vagharshak Harutunyan, an 
advisor to Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinyan on defence 
issues, who previously 
served as defence minister 
from 1999-2000.
Pashinyan on November 9 
announced a Russian-bro-
kered peace accord that 
ended a brutal six-week 
war with Azerbaijan over 
Nagorno-Karabakh that left 
thousands dead and tens of 
thousands displaced. – APP

California 
imposes 

curfew as 
COVID-19 

cases spike
LOS ANGELES: Califor-
nia on Thursday imposed a 
curfew across much of the 
state to stem the rapid rise 
of coronavirus cases.
Governor Gavin Newsom 
said the 10:00 pm to 5:00 
am stay-at-home order will 
take effect Saturday evening 
and remain in force through 
December 21. “The virus is 
spreading at a pace we hav-
en’t seen since the start of 
this pandemic and the next 
several days and weeks will 
be critical to stop the surge. 
We are sounding the alarm,” 
he said in a statement.
“It is crucial that we act to 
decrease transmission and 
slow hospitalizations be-
fore the death count surg-
es. “We’ve done it before 
and we must do it again.” 
The order will be effective 
in counties in the state’s 
most restrictive purple tier, 
which applies to 94 percent 
of the state’s population in-
cluding in Los Angeles and 
San Diego. – APP

Could 
approve two 
vaccines this 

year: EU
BRUSSELS: The European 
Union could approve two 
coronavirus vaccines being 
tested by Pfizer-BioNTech 
and by Moderna before the 
end of next month, EU Com-
mission president Ursula von 
der Leyen said Thursday. Von 
der Leyen said the European 
Medicines Agency could give 
“conditional marketing au-
thorisation... as early as the 
second half of December if 
all proceeds now without any 
problem”. Working together, 
US giant Pfizer and Germa-
ny’s BioNTech have devel-
oped a vaccine the firms say 
has had successful clinical 
trials and have sent data to 
the EMA. – APP

China town 
dedicated 
to online 
literature

Web Desk

CHANGSHA: A central Chi-
nese city on Thursday set 
up a town for online litera-
ture creation in an effort to 
tap into the booming cultur-
al industry. The town is lo-
cated in a cultural industrial 
park in Changsha, capital of 
Hunan Province and a city 
known for its vibrant cultur-
al and entertainment sector.
Yu Yan, who heads the town, 
said the town has dedicat-
ed spaces for writing and 
displaying works as well as 
business incubation. It will 
bring in companies and per-
sonnel to form a complete 
industrial chain from liter-
ary creation to publication, 
and the adaptation of mov-
ies, games and animations.
“Chinese online literature 
used to follow a wild path 
of development,” Yu said, 
adding that a small number 
of top-rated writers used to 
occupy most of the market 
share. The town is thus 
meant to offer more writers 
a chance at securing a piece 
of this promising market.
Online literature has a huge 
fan base in China. Accord-
ing to the China Statistical 
Report on Internet Develop-
ment, the literature genre 
had 455 million readers in 
China by March 2020, rep-
resenting half of the coun-
try’s netizen population.
The establishment of the 
town was part of the 2020 
China New Media Confer-
ence, an event, which con-
cluded on Friday in Chang-
sha, that discussed the 
latest trends in China’s new 
media sector. 

US, Canada 
and Mexico 
borders to 
stay closed

WASHINGTON: The border 
closure between the United 
States and its two neigh-
bors, Canada and Mexico, 
will be extended until De-
cember 21 due to the Cov-
id-19 pandemic, the US sec-
retary of homeland security 
announced Thursday.
“In order to continue to pre-
vent the spread of COVID, 
the US, Mexico, & Canada 
will extend the restrictions 
on non-essential travel 
through Dec 21,” Chad Wolf 
tweeted. “We are working 
closely with Mexico & Can-
ada to keep essential trade 
& travel open while also 
protecting our citizens from 
the virus,” he added.
“Our decisions will continue 
to be based on the best pub-
lic health advice available to 
keep Canadians safe,” wrote 
Canada’s public safety min-
ister Bill Blair on Twitter, 
confirming the decision.
The US-Canada border, the 
longest land border in the 
world, was closed in March.
The closure has been re-
newed monthly since then. 
Only trade in goods and 
merchandise and essential 
travel are allowed.
Covid-19 is surging exponen-
tially in the US, which has ex-
ceeded 250,000 deaths attrib-
uted to the disease and more 
than 11.6 million recorded 
cases -- both the worst terms 
in absolute terms globally. 
The virus has caused more 
than 99,000 deaths in Mexico 
and more than 11,000 in Can-
ada.– APP

Global tax 
evasion costs 
$427 billion

LONDON: Tax evasion is 
costing the world about 
$427 billion (362 billion 
euros) per year with cash 
funnelled via murky tax 
havens, according to data 
published Friday by the 
Tax Justice Network. The 
TJN said in a statement 
that it has sifted through 
records worldwide in the 
first global study of its 
kind -- and urged global 
action over shadowy tax 
havens that have diverted 
billions of dollars from na-
tions currently fighting the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 
The network, which is 
an umbrella grouping of 
non-governmental organ-
isations, examined multi-
nationals’ tax declarations 
and figures gathered by the 
paris-based Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD) 
from 2016. It also assessed 
individuals’ 2018 data from 
the Bank for International 
Settlements. “Countries 
are losing a total of over 
$427 billion in tax each 
year to international cor-
porate tax abuse and pri-
vate tax evasion,” the TJN 
concluded in its study. This 
amounted to the equiva-
lent of almost 34 million 
nurses’ annual salaries per 
year, it said. – APP

Belarus: 
Thousands 

mourn protester 
Church bell-ringer Alexei, who 

asked that his last name be 
withheld, said Bondarenko’s 
“sacrifice was not in vain.” 

Bondarenko was pronounced 
dead on November 12 after 

suffering brain damage
MINSK: About 5,000 people gathered in the Belarus cap-
ital Minsk Friday for the funeral of an opposition activist 
who died of brain trauma after being arrested by police.
Roman Bondarenko, a 31-year-old soldier, died last 
week in Minsk after police arrested him following a dis-
pute in a city square that has become a regular meet-
ing place for the opposition.  Mourners carried red and 
white flowers -- the colours of the opposition -- to a church 
on the outskirts of Minsk. For more than three months 
Belarus has been gripped by historic protests after a dis-
puted presidential vote that saw strongman leader Alex-
ander Lukashenko re-elected for a sixth term. Protesters 
demand that Lukashenko, 66, resign and hand over power 
to political novice Svetlana Tikhanovskaya, who they be-
lieve won the election.  “It is not in our power to bring 
back Roman, but we can try to ensure that such crimes 
are never repeated,” Tikhanovskaya, 38, wrote on her Tel-
egram channel from exile in EU member Lithuania. An 
AFP journalist at the funeral saw people applauding and 
chanting “Roma you are a hero” -- using a diminutive for 
Roman.  They also chanted “I am going out”, referring to 
the last words Bondarenko wrote in a family group chat.
Church bell-ringer Alexei, who asked that his last name 
be withheld, said Bondarenko’s “sacrifice was not in 
vain.” Bondarenko was pronounced dead on November 
12 after suffering brain damage. Investigators said he 
had “signs of intoxication” when he was arrested by 
police but medical records published by independent 
news website Tut.by indicated no signs of alcohol in his 
system. Prosecutors on Thursday launched a criminal 
case against a doctor of the hospital where Bondarenko 
was treated citing the “disclosure of medical secrets” 
and “providing false information”.  Police have detained 
thousands of demonstrators who have reported torture 
and abuse in custody, prompting international condem-

nation and Western sanctions. – DNA

3,000 Palestinian killed by  
Israel since Second Intifada

foreigN Desk 

RAMALLAH: The Palestinian Ministry 
of Information has pointed to the delib-
erate targeting of Palestinian children 
by Israeli military, stating that more 
than 3,000 minors have lost their lives 
at the hands of Israeli troops since the 
Second Intifada (uprising).
The ministry said in a statement on 
Thursday that at least 3,097 Palestin-
ian children have been killed, while 
tens of thousands of others sustained 

injuries between the Second Intifada, 
which broke out on September 28, 
2000 against Tel Aviv regime’s occu-
pation of Palestinian territory, until 
the end of October 2019.
The statement added that 123 Palestin-
ian minors have been killed and many 
more injured ever since US President 
Donald Trump sparked controversy 
by officially recognizing Jerusalem al-
Quds as the Israeli capital in Decem-
ber 2017. More than 17,000 Palestinian 
children were rounded up and detained 
during the mentioned period as well.

The Palestinian Ministry of Informa-
tion highlighted that seven children 
have been killed in the occupied West 
Bank and besieged Gaza Strip since 
the beginning of the current year as a 
result of the Israeli military assaults.
According to statistics from the Pales-
tinian Prisoners Club and the Palestin-
ian Prisoners’ Affairs Authority Israe-
li forces have arrested 304 children 
between the start of the current year 
and the end of June, and the number 
of Palestinian minors currently being 
held bars at Israeli jails stands at 155.

Saturday, November 21, 2020
IslamabadPOST

RAWALPINDI: Team WAPDA after winning the 66th National senior hockey championship 2020 against National bank of Pakistan (NBP). – DNA

WAPDA wins National Senior 
Hockey Championship 2020

Penalty-corner specialist Muhammad Aleem Bilal scored the first goal for 
WAPDA, throwing the ball into the nets through a powerful angular strike

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan Water 
and Power Development Authori-
ty (WAPDA) executed their plans 
well to win the 66th National Sen-
ior Hockey Championship 2020, 
outclassing defending champions 
National Bank of Pakistan (NBP) 
in the final on penalty shootouts at 
Ayub Park Mari Petroleum Hock-
ey Ground Rawalpindi on Friday.
WAPDA adopted an aggressive 
approach right from the outset as 
they obtained three penalty cor-
ners in the first two quarters be-
sides making five open attempts 
to score the goal.
Penalty-corner specialist Muham-

mad Aleem Bilal scored the first 
goal for WAPDA, throwing the ball 
into the nets through a powerful 
angular strike. 
NBP, which had the expertise of 
several national players and were 
looking to lift the title for the third 
consecutive time were unable to 
match the class of WAPDA players. 
Less than four minutes into the 
third quarter WAPDA got a chance 
to increase their lead when they 
obtained a penalty stroke. But 
NBP goalkeeper Mazhar Abbas 
thwarted the attempt as he antic-
ipated well Aleem Bilal’s intention 
and stopped his powerful push 

while diving on the left side. A few 
minutes later, WAPDA missed an-
other opportunity to score when 
Ijaz Ahmed, who was alone in the 
NBP circle remained unable to 
throw the ball in the goal. At the 
end of the third quarter, the score 
remained 1-0.
NBP made a comeback in the 
fourth quarter and made several 
attacking moves to score the goal.  
Dilbar Hussain smacked the ball in 
for a goal to equalize the match.
WAPDA showed aggression in the 
dying moments of the match but 
NBP packed their circle area well 
with the defenders, marking every 

attacker. At the end of the fourth 
quarter, the match remained tied 
at 1-1. Ultimately, the match was 
decided on penalty shootouts, 
which was won by WAPDA 2-0.
Earlier, in a third and fourth po-
sition match, Sui Southern Gas 
Company (SSGC) edged passed 
Pakistan Navy 4-1. SSGC’s 
Mubasshar Ali scored two goals, 
while one goal each was scored by 
Ghazanfar and Ahmed Nadeem. 
The lone goal for the Navy was 
netted by Shehbaz Ahmed.
Speaking at the presentation cer-
emony Secretary Pakistan Hockey 
Federation Asif Bajwa thanked 

Mari Petroleum for cooperating to 
hold the event in a befitting man-
ner. He expressed the hope that 
Pakistan soon would regain its lost 
glory in hockey.
Chief guest MNA Amir Kiyani 
and President of PHF Brig (retd) 
Khalid Sajjad Khokhar gave away 
prizes to the winning teams.
The event winners WAPDA pock-
eted Rs 300000 along with the glit-
tering trophy. The NBP outfit, be-
ing runner-up NBP got Rs 200000, 
while SSGC took Rs 100000. A 
cash reward of Rs 50000 was giv-
en away to the player of the tour-
nament Rana Wahid. – APP

DNA

AGHDAM: Armenia was due 
to hand over disputed ter-
ritory to Azerbaijan on Fri-
day as part of a contentious 
Russian-brokered peace 
accord that ended weeks of 
brutal fighting over the Na-
gorno-Karabakh region.
The Armenian residents 
of Azerbaijan's Aghdam 
district hurriedly picked 
pomegranates and persim-
mons from trees surround-
ing their homes and packed 
vans with furniture, AFP 
journalists said, before 
fleeing before the official 
deadline to cede the moun-
tainous province.
"We wanted to build a sau-
na, kitchen. But now I had 
to dismantle everything. 

And I'll burn down the 
house with everything I own 
when I leave," Gagik Grigo-
ryan, a 40-year-old electrical 
worker, told AFP before 
abandoning his home.
Columns of tanks and troop 
transporters filled with 
waving Armenian fighters 
rolled out of the territory 
through dense fog ahead of 
Friday's deadline to vacate 
the region. Fierce clashes 
between Azerbaijan's forces 
and Armenian separatists 
broke out in late September 
in the Nagorno-Karabakh 
region. The brutal war last-
ed six weeks, leaving thou-
sands dead and displacing 
many more.
The longstanding ex-Soviet 
rivals finally agreed to end 
hostilities last week under 
the framework of a Rus-

sian-brokered accord that 
sees Moscow deploy peace-
keepers to the region and 
requires Armenia to cede 
swathes of territory.
Separatists in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh and several surround-
ing districts captured the 
territory and claimed inde-
pendence that has not been 
recognised internationally, 
even by Armenia, following 
a post-Soviet 1990s war 
that left some 30,000 dead. 
As part of last week's peace 
deal, Armenia agreed to re-
turn some 15 to 20 percent 
of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
territory captured by Azer-
baijan in recent fighting, in-
cluding the historical town 
of Shusha.
The exchange of territory 
was originally due to begin 
Sunday, with Armenians in 

the Kalbajar district fleeing 
en masse before the official 
deadline for Azerbaijan's 
takeover.  But Azerbaijan's 
President Ilham Aliyev post-
poned the deadline by one 
week over "humanitarian" 
considerations.                  In 
addition to Friday's deadline 
to cede Aghdam, Armenia 
will hand over the Kalbajar 
district wedged between 
Nagorno-Karabakh and 
Armenia on November 25 
and the Lachin district by 
December 1. The Russian 
peacekeeping force of some 
2,000 troops has deployed 
to the administrative centre 
of the region, Stepanakert, 
and set up checkpoints and 
observation posts along the 
strategic Lachin corridor 
connecting Nagorno-Karab-
akh with Armenia.

Azerbaijan reclaims disputed 
land in Karabakh peace deal
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TOKYO: Japan says it plans to ex-
pand a major free trade pact that 
would also serve the interests of 
China and Britain in joining the 
deal, as part of efforts aimed at 
countering the US protectionist 
policy and enhancing regional con-
vergence in economic relations.
Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide 
Suga made the announcement via 
video link at an Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation (APEC) sum-
mit in Malaysia on Friday, while 

commenting on the Comprehen-
sive and Progressive Agreement 
for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPT-
PP) that excludes the US and links 
11 countries, including Canada, 
Australia and Japan. “Japan will 
aspire for the Free Trade Area of 
the Asia-Pacific through the early 
conclusion of the RCEP agreement 
and the steady implementation and 
expansion of the CPTPP as next 
year’s chair,” Suga said, referring 
to the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership.
A spokesman for the Chinese 
commerce ministry announced 

on Thursday that Beijing was 
open to the idea of joining the 
CPTPP, while Britain earlier this 
year expressed willingness to pur-
sue accession to the pact. The 11 
countries are set to form a trading 
bloc that represents 495 million 
consumers and 13.5% of global 
GDP, providing Canada with pref-
erential access to key markets in 
Asia and Latin America.
Moreover, the China-backed RCEP 
has been hailed as the world’s larg-
est free trade deal signed by 15 
economies this month, while the 
Free Trade Area of the Asia-Pacif-

ic (FTAAP) is potentially an even 
larger pact that the 21-member 
APEC has been aspiring to. The 
RCEP agreement consists of ten 
Southeast Asian countries, as well 
as China, South Korea, Japan, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. Described 
by experts as a major win for mul-
tilateralism and free trade, despite 
America’s withdrawal from many in-
ternational agreements, the RCEP 
is often compared to the Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership (TPP) deal that US 
President Donald Trump defiantly 
tore up soon after he took office.
The RCEP agreement, signed on 

Sunday on the sidelines of the an-
nual meeting of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations after near-
ly a decade of negotiations, is very 
important because of its sheer size, 
which covers nearly a third of glob-
al economy. The deal is a further 
blow to the United States, which is 
excluded from both RCEP and the 
TPP, in the midst of a trade war with 
China. Trump pulled the US out of 
TPP in 2017. The other 11 countries, 
including Japan, Canada, Mexico and 
Australia, went ahead without Wash-
ington and signed a lower-impact ver-
sion of the deal in 2018.

Japan aims to expand major trade pact 
Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga made the announcement via video link at an APEC summit in 
Malaysia on Friday, while commenting on the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (CPTPP) that excludes the US and links 11 countries, including Canada, Australia and Japan

Briefs
India’s  

virus cases 
surpass 9 

million
foreigN Desk

DELHI: India’s coronavi-
rus cases crossed the nine 
million mark early on Fri-
day after it recorded more 
than 45,000 new infections, 
health ministry figures 
show. According to the 
health ministry update, in 
addition to exceeding nine 
million confirmed cases, 
some 584 deaths were reg-
istered in the last 24 hours, 
taking the total to 132,162.
India is currently witness-
ing a steady decline in cases 
from its peak in September, 
with the country reporting 
fewer than 50,000 daily new 
infections during the last 13 
days. The capital New Delhi 
is, however, witnessing an 
enormous increase in new 
cases. Officials in New Del-
hi on Thursday quadrupled 
the fines to 2,000 rupees 
($27) for people not wear-
ing face masks, as the gov-
ernment came under an in-
creased pressure to impose 
another lockdown. “At times 
when words alone don’t do 
the trick, we have to get a 
bit tougher,” chief minister 
Arvind Kejriwal told a news 
conference, also tweeting 
that the city of 20 million 
was on a “war footing”. The 
federal government has 
also constituted a high-level 
team to control COVID-19 in 
Haryana, Gujarat, Manipur 
and Rajasthan states.

Ice storms in 
Russia’s east 
prompts state 
of emergency
VLADIVOSTOK: Freak ice 
storms following an abnor-
mal weather phenomenon 
has left 150,000 people 
without water and electric-
ity in the far eastern Rus-
sian city of Vladivostok 
and prompted a state of 
emergency. The exceptional 
weather brought down ca-
bles and trees with the gov-
ernment of the Primorsky 
region declaring a state of 
emergency.
“The situation with the elec-
tricity supply remains very 
difficult -- the destruction 
is widespread,” the region-
al administration’s deputy 
head Elena Parkhamenko 
said. She said it could take 
“several days” to restore 
power. Freezing rain began 
pummelling the city of some 
600,000 people overnight 
Thursday after a cyclone 
carrying hot air met an an-
ticyclone carrying cold air, 
Boris Kubay, a local weather 
service official said.
He said in some places the 
resulting ice was 12 millime-
tres thick -- something not 
observed in the region in 
30 years. Photos and videos 
published by local author-
ities and on social media 
showed everything from 
apartment buildings to road 
signs to public transport 
covered in ice.
Video footage from a secu-
rity camera showed a man 
moving away from his car 
at the last second as he was 
cleaning ice from its wind-
shield before a block came 
crashing down from the side 
of a building. – APP

Turkey slams 
Afghans’ 
murder

foreigN Desk

ANKARA: Turkey’s presi-
dential spokesman on Fri-
day slammed the killing of 
at least 39 Afghan civilians 
by Australian forces, a fact 
that has been revealed in a 
recent report. “This is mod-
ern barbarism. It has been 
understood that 39 captive 
civilians were deliberately 
killed in Afghanistan in or-
der to get the recruits of the 
Australian army to be used 
to murder,” Ibrahim Kalin 
said on Twitter.
Widespread protests are ex-
pected in the country in the 
coming days as details of 
the report reach the public 
through local media. Aus-
tralian authorities on Thurs-
day finally released the 
probe details into at least 39 
incidents of civilian killings 
by their special forces in Af-
ghanistan. Chief of the Aus-
tralian Defense Forces Gen. 
Angus Campbell sought an 
apology from the Afghans 
as he shared the horrifying 
details of the probe.
“To the people of Afghan-
istan, on behalf of the Aus-
tralian Defence Force, I 
sincerely and unreservedly 
apologize for any wrongdo-
ing by Australian soldiers.

IMF urges action as 
recovery loses steam 

Governments must respond to the continued economic and public health 
uncertainty from the COVID-19 crisis with strong, concerted policy action 

to keep the pandemic from leaving indelible economic scars, the fund’s MD
foreigN Desk

NEW YORK: The global econo-
my’s recovery from the corona-
virus pandemic is losing steam 
even as vaccine breakthroughs of-
fer hope and “the economic path 
ahead remains difficult and prone 
to setbacks,” the managing direc-
tor of the International Monetary 
Fund warned before this week’s 
virtual Group of 20 (G20) summit.
Governments must respond to 
the continued economic and pub-
lic health uncertainty from the 
COVID-19 crisis with strong, con-
certed policy action to keep the 
pandemic from leaving indelible 
economic scars, the fund’s man-
aging director, Kristalina Geor-

gieva, wrote in an IMFBlog post.
A deep toll is already evident: 
The IMF has projected global 
GDP will contract by 4.4 percent 
in 2020 – and growth will remain 
at a modest 5.2 percent next year 
as countries experience a “partial 
and uneven recovery”.
The outlook has worsened for 
developing countries, and the fall-
out from COVID-19 is expected 
to leave global GDP more than 6 
percentage points below pre-pan-
demic projections for 2021.
Georgieva urged cooperation from 
IMF members states on three key 
priorities: ending the coronavirus 
health crisis, shoring up the eco-
nomic bridge to recovery and laying 
down the foundations for a more 
just and inclusive economy for the 

coming decade. The IMF is an or-
ganisation made up of 190 countries 
focused on global monetary policy, 
trade and poverty reduction.
Countries must increase public 
spending on treatment, testing 
and contact tracing for COVID-19, 
remove trade restrictions on med-
ical goods and services, and in-
crease “multilateral efforts on the 
manufacturing, purchase and dis-
tribution” of vaccines, treatments 
and tests, especially for low-in-
come nations, Georgieva wrote.
The IMF’s managing director also 
urged countries to renew their 
fiscal support for hard-hit workers 
and businesses, including “cash 
transfers to households, job re-
tention support, and augmented 
unemployment benefits”, many 

of which have already expired or 
are set to expire at the end of this 
year. Investment in infrastructure 
that addresses climate goals is 
also key, said Georgieva, adding 
that a multilateral approach would 
actually save countries money 
over time and double the boost 
to global GDP. An “unsynchro-
nised approach” would lead to just 
under 1.2 percent in global GDP 
growth by 2025, compared with 2 
percent if countries were to work 
together, she argued.
Environmental sustainability and 
support for workers as they tran-
sition to new industries after the 
global disruption of the coronavi-
rus crisis is also key, Georgieva 
wrote, urging G20 leaders to re-
member who is not at the table 

during this weekend’s summit and 
pledge their support for helping 
poorer nations through the eco-
nomic recovery.
G20 leaders are slated to gather 
on November 21. But unlike in 
previous years, world leaders will 
not be standing together for a big 
group photo. Due to the pandem-
ic, the summit will be held virtual-
ly and hosted by Saudi Arabia.
Some US and European Union 
legislators have urged their coun-
tries to boycott or downgrade 
their attendance at the summit 
unless Saudi authorities address 
serious human rights abuses, in-
cluding the kingdom’s continuing 
war in Yemen, the murder of Sau-
di journalist Jamal Khashoggi and 
the jailing of activists in Riyadh.

Turkey to 
bring about 
new era for 
economy’
foreigN Desk

ANKARA: The Turkish gov-
ernment is determined to 
bring about a new boom era 
for Turkey’s economy and 
democracy, President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan said on 
Friday.  “We are working on 
both strengthening our eco-
nomic policies and raising 
the bar of democracy and 
freedoms while easing daily 
life for our citizens,” Erdo-
gan said in his speech at a 
trade fair in Istanbul.
Noting that the support of 
the business circle and cit-
izens is crucial to achieve 
the economic goals, Erdo-
gan said: “First of all, we 
must bring overseas savings 
to our country.”
He urged the business circle 
to put money in investment, 
employment, production 
and exports. Investments 
that spur production and 
employment will be acceler-
ated by mobilizing domestic 
and international entrepre-
neurs, Erdogan added.
“We should enhance the 
trust of our nation and in-
vestors in our national cur-
rency, Turkish liras, thus 
reduce the weight of foreign 
exchange currency in de-
posits,” he noted.

Mercenaries 
still being 

deployed to 
Libya: official

Web Desk

TRIPOLI: Libya’s perma-
nent representative to the 
UN said Thursday that 
mercenaries are still being 
deployed to Libya and those 
who have committed war 
crimes must be brought to 
justice. Speaking in a tel-
econference organized by 
the UN Security Council on 
the latest developments in 
Libya, Taher al-Sunni said 
his country was still deal-
ing with warlord Khalifa 
Haftar’s attacks.
According to Al-Sunni, 
people were losing their 
lives due to mines placed 
in the capital Tripoli and 
mass graves were being un-
earthed on a regular basis.
He said military activity in 
regions under Haftar’s con-
trol continues, adding weap-
ons and mercenaries are still 
being sent to Sirte and Jufra. 
He noted that those who 
have committed war crimes 
since 2011 must be held ac-
countable and said the estab-
lishment of a constitutional 
basis for holding elections at 
the end of next year needs to 
be speeded up.
Libya has been torn by a 
civil war since the ouster of 
Muammar Gaddafi in 2011.
A new government was 
founded in 2015 under a UN-
led agreement, but efforts 
for a long-term political set-
tlement failed because of a 
military offensive by Haftar’s 
forces.  With Turkey’s help, 
the UN-recognized Govern-
ment of National Accord, 
headed by Fayez al-Sarraj, 
has made significant gains 
against Haftar’s forces in re-
cent months.

Japan reports 
record-high 
daily corona 

cases 
Web Desk

TOKYO: Japan on Friday re-
ported 2,414 new confirmed 
COVID-19 cases, renewing 
the daily infection record for 
a third consecutive day. Ac-
cording to the latest figures 
from the health ministry and 
local authorities, Japan’s to-
tal tally rose to 128,344, not 
including those connected to 
the Diamond Princess cruise 
ship that was quarantined 
near Tokyo earlier in the year.
In the capital of Tokyo, the 
epicenter of the country’s 
outbreak, 522 new COVID-19 
cases were reported on Fri-
day, exceeding the 500-mark 
for a second consecutive day, 
bringing its cumulative total 
to 36,778, the highest among 
the country’s 47 prefectures. 
The Tokyo metropolitan gov-
ernment on Thursday raised 
its virus alert by one notch 
to the highest level, meaning 
“infections are spreading.”
Meanwhile, Japan’s northern-
most main island of Hokkaido 
logged a record-high 304 new 
cases, topping 300 for the first 
time. Currently, the national 
death toll from the COVID-19 
pandemic stands at 1,976, 
with eight new fatalities an-
nounced Friday. The death toll 
includes 13 from the Diamond 
Princess cruise ship. The 
health ministry also said there 
are currently 291 patients 
considered severely ill with 
the use of ventilators or being 
held in intensive care units.

‘Sino-Pak agri resource 
endowments mutually 

complementary’
BEIJING: Pak-China agricultural resource endow-
ments mutually complementary, said Zhai Xueling, 
Director of Market and Trade Research Office, Re-
search Center for Rural Economy under Ministry of 
Agriculture and Rural Affairs of China. 
She was addressing a webinar on great potential of Si-
no-Pak agricultural cooperation. “The natural resource 
endowments between Pakistan and China are mutually 
complementary, which lays a solid basis for expanding 
cooperation,” Zhai said. 
Pakistan’s per capita arable land area and annual fresh 
water availability are about twice and 1.5 times sepa-
rately those of China. Moreover, Pakistan’s labor force 
is abundant at comparably low cost. 
According to Zhai, compared with China, at present, 
the overall development of the agriculture sector in Pa-
kistan is relatively low, particularly lacking improved 
varieties and advanced technologies.  
For instance, the yields of major agricultural products 
including grain, cotton, oil and sugar are less than 50% 
of China’s. In this respect, China has advantages in ag-
ricultural science and technology, mechanization and 
water conservancy facility construction. From 2010 to 
2019, China’s agricultural imports from Pakistan in-
creased by 1.3 times, and China’s agricultural exports 
to Pakistan increased by 29% during the same period. 
China mainly exports vegetables, nuts, grains and oil-
seeds to Pakistan and imports rice, aquatic products, 
drinks and livestock products from Pakistan. It’s not-
ed that China-Pakistan Free Trade Agreement (FTA) 
Phase II will give new impetus to the bilateral agricul-
tural trade. In the medium and long term, Pakistan’s 
overall economic environment is improving with great 
development potential, and investment policies and 
regulations are being increasingly perfected. 
“The future cooperation between China and Paki-
stan in agricultural science and technology, agri-
cultural products processing, agricultural products 
trade and agricultural infrastructure construction 
is promising,” Zhai said. The webinar on China-Pa-
kistan Agricultural Cooperation and Prospects was 
held by China Economic Net, in collaboration with 
the Institute of Peace and Diplomatic Studies (IPDS) 
amunder the guidance of the Chinese Embassy in Pa-
kistan and the Pakistani Embassy in China. – DNA
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ISLAMABAD: Chinese ambassador Nong Rong called on Adviser to the PM on commerce and investment Abdul Razak Dawood. – DNA

TOKYO: To evaluate possibility of supporting agriculture & food sector in Pakistan through 
technology transfer, the Ambassador of Pakistan to Japan Imtiaz Ahmad & Trade Counselor 

visited a model Japanese facility ZeroKara, using patented method to frost fresh & 
cooked food ensuring a longer shelf life more efficiently. – DNA

foreigN Desk

LONDON: The antiviral 
drug remdesivir should 
not be used to treat COV-
ID-19 patients no matter 
how ill they are as there is 
no evidence it works, the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) said on Friday.
“The ... panel found a lack 
of evidence that remdesivir 
improved outcomes that 
matter to patients such as 
reduced mortality, need 
for mechanical ventilation, 

time to clinical improve-
ment, and others,” said the 
WHO’s Guideline Develop-
ment Group (GDG) panel.
“Any beneficial effects of 
remdesivir, if they do ex-
ist, are likely to be small 
and the possibility of im-
portant harm remains,” 
said the panel.
The WHO recommen-
dation, published in the 
British Medical Journal, 
was based on an evidence 
review that included data 
from four international 
randomized trials among 

more than 7,000 hospital-
ised patients.
After reviewing the evi-
dence, the panel conclud-
ed that remdesivir has no 
meaningful effect on death 
rates or other important 
outcomes for patients.
“Especially given the costs 
and resource implications 
associated with remdesivir 
...the panel felt the respon-
sibility should be on demon-
strating evidence of effica-
cy, which is not established 
by the currently available 
data,” it said.

WHO warns against 
remdesivir usage

N.Ireland, 
Scotland set 

for more 
virus curbs

DNA
DUBLIN: Northern Ireland 
shops, pubs and restaurants 
will shut for two weeks in 
efforts to curb the corona-
virus, the British province 
announced, on the eve of 
Friday's partial reopening 
of businesses.Cafes, hair-
dressers and beauty salons 
were permitted to unlock 
their doors on Friday as 
five weeks of limited "cir-
cuit-breaker" restrictions in 
the province expired.



Briefs
Shehbaz’ 
policies 

destroyed 
institutions

DNA
LAHORE: University of Gu-
jrat’s Medical Final Year stu-
dents met Speaker Punjab 
Assembly Ch Parvez Elahi 
at his residence here today 
(Friday) and apprised him 
about their problems.
Students’ delegation in-
cluded Shadab Aslam, An-
warul Haq, Mariya Nagi and 
Tehreem Humayun.
After listening to the stu-
dents problems, Ch Parvez 
Elahi said that Insha-Allah 
Gujrat University problems 
will be solved very soon, 
due to wrong policies of 
Shehbaz Sharif, students of 
Gujrat and Sargodha Univer-
sities have got problems and 
there is no one to care about 
them, in order to putting on 
plaques Shehbaz Sharif did 
not complete homework be-
cause of which educational 
institutions are on the verge 
of destructions, presently 
medical section’s 500 girls 
and boys students are curs-
ing Shehbaz Sharif.
He said that we have got our 
home work completed for 
solving the students’ prob-
lems immediately, students 
should not be worried, their 
problems will be solved on 
priority basis.

3 Pakistani 
businesses 
win shell 
accolade

DNA
KARACHI: Three Shell 
Tameer entrepreneurs from 
Pakistan have each tak-
en home one of the 2020 
Shell LiveWIRE Top Ten 
Innovators Awards, a global 
competition that rewards 
businesses that demonstrate 
excellence in innovation and 
gives entrepreneurs a chance 
to shine on a global platform.
This year, Shell LiveWIRE 
has partnered again with 
Shell Global Commercial 
to deliver a competition fo-
cused on Creating a More 
Liveable World. Three 
separate award categories 
within this theme have been 
identified: Energy Transi-
tion, Environment &amp; 
Circular Economy, and Lo-
cal Prosperity.
The winner of each catego-
ry took home a top prize of 
$20,000, and the two run-
ners-up from each category 
received a prize of $10,000. 
In addition, the judges award-
ed an Outstanding Achieve-
ment Award of $10,000 to 
an enterprise that has signif-
icantly contributed to com-
batting the socio-economic 
impacts of Covid-19, as part 
of Shell’s commitment to 
respond to changing global 
needs. The award package 
for all ten winners also includ-
ed mentoring support from a 
Shell expert, the opportunity 
to benefit from Shell market 
linkages and the possibility to 
be considered as a vendor to 
Shell or Shell’s customers.

36 restaurants 
sealed for 

violating SOPs
ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad Capital Territory 
(ICT) administration Friday 
sealed over 36 restaurants 
across the city in a massive 
crackdown against viola-
tions of coronavirus Stand-
ard Operating Procedures 
(SOPs). The ICT staff along 
with health teams were en-
suring the implementation 
of SoPs at restaurants to 
curtail the spread of virus.
Deputy Commissioner, Is-
lamabad, Hamza Shafqaat 
told APP that five restau-
rants were sealed in Bar-
akahu area for violation of 
coronavirus SOPs. 
The massive crackdown 
would be in process in vari-
ous areas of the province to 
ensure the implementation of 
protective measures.  
“We are vigilant to protect 
our people and the public’s 
cooperation was crucial to 
battle the second wave of 
coronavirus,” he said. 
“We must fight back the sec-
ond wave of Covid-19,” he 
said and urged the restau-
rants management to strict-
ly implement the guidelines 
in this regard. Giving update 
on the latest Covid situation 
in the city, he said the cas-
es were skyrocketed during 
the last two weeks. – APP

NEW YORK: The United States 
(US) experts on Afghanistan are 
urging President-elect Joe Bid-
en’s transition team to consider 
asking President Donald Trump’s 
Afghan peace envoy, Zalmay 
Khalilzad, to remain on the job 
as a transitional negotiator after 
Biden’s inauguration on January 
20,  Foreign Policy, a prestigious 
American magazine, reported.
A report on the magazine’s website 
said the effort reflects a belief that 
the ultimate end game sought by 
Trump and Biden— withdrawal of 
the US forces from Afghanistan—is 
largely the same and that a move 
to immediately replace Khalilzad at 
a sensitive stage in the US peace 
negotiations with the Taliban could 
complicate that effort.

Afghan-born Khalilzad, a veteran 
diplomat from the George W Bush 
administration, has a deep rela-
tionship with Afghan leaders such 
as President Ashraf Ghani dating 
back decades and command of the 
major languages of the region, the 
report pointed out.
While Biden shares Trump’s goal 
of ultimately withdrawing troops 
from Afghanistan, Trump has dras-
tically accelerated the timeline of 
the withdrawal in the past week, 
announcing a further reduction 
of troop levels in the country, to 
about 2,500. The move has rattled 
NATO allies and angered Trump’s 
allies on Capitol Hill, who warn 
a sudden drawdown could desta-
bilize the country and undercut 
the US leverage in peace talks 

with the Taliban—thereby leaving 
a Biden administration with an 
even more precarious situation in 
Afghanistan, Foreign Policy said.
Biden’s top foreign-policy ad-
visors, including Antony Blink-
en, Jake Sullivan, and Michele 

Flournoy, are said to be open to 
considering a possible extension 
for Khalilzad but are by no means 
committed, the report said.
“I think there are scenarios in 
which the new administration 
may seek to build on what Zal-
may  has done, and there are 
scenarios in which they may opt 
for something different,” one 
former US official was quoted as 
saying. “If there is progress over 
the next few months and Zalmay 
is in a good position to continue 
that progress, I can certainly see 
a scenario where they would ask 
him to stay for some period of 
time. But I don’t think anyone 
should expect they are indispen-
sable in a circumstance like this.”
Officials close to the campaign 

told the magazine they do not 
expect the Biden administration 
to make any major policy or per-
sonnel decisions on Afghanistan 
during the transition and that any 
final decision will be formed by a 
cold-hearted assessment of what 
approach would best serve the 
US interests—and how Trump’s 
rushed troop drawdown will alter 
the prospects for peace talks with 
the Taliban once Biden inherits 
the matter in January. 
For now, the campaign’s top for-
eign-policy advisors are essen-
tially soliciting recommendations 
from a wide range of foreign-pol-
icy experts, including some who 
have called for Khalilzad to stay 
and others who say it is time for a 
new approach. – APP

Biden urged to keep Zalmay Khalilzad: Report

China provides Rs 17m 
assistance to PRCS

An MoU in this regard was signed between PRCS and the Embassy of the People’s 
Republic of China, PRCS Secretary General Khalid bin Majeed and Chinese 
Embassy Deputy Chief of Mission Mrs Pang Chunxue signed the agreement
shujaat haMza

ISLAMABAD: China has provided 
an emergency grant of Rs 17 mil-
lion to the Pakistan Red Crescent 
Society (PRCS) for medical and 
livelihood assistance of the peo-
ple severely hit by the Covid-19 
pandemic.
An MoU in this regard was 
signed between PRCS and the 
Embassy of the People’s Repub-
lic of China in Islamabad here on 
Friday. PRCS Secretary General 
Khalid bin Majeed and Chinese 
Embassy Deputy Chief of Mis-
sion Mrs Pang Chunxue signed 
the agreement on behalf of their 
respective organizations.
PRCS Chairman Abrar ul Haq also 
attended the MoU signing cere-
mony. Speaking on the occasion, 
he thanked the Chinese Embassy 
for the much-needed support. He 
said the donation will help allevi-
ate sufferings of the people affect-
ed by Covid-19 pandemic.
Abrar ul Haq said keeping in view 
the challenges in the wake of Cov-
id-19 outbreak, the PRCS not only 
launched special programmes to 
provide cash and livelihood assis-
tance to the worst-hit segments of 

the society but also spared no ef-
fort to augment the government’s 
endeavors to contain the pandem-
ic. He said the Red Crescent Co-
rona Care Hospital in Rawalpindi 
has been in the forefront of pro-
viding much-needed free-of-cost 
screening and treatment facilities 
to the Covid-19 patients.
PRCS Secretary General Khalid 
bin Majeed said the Red Cross So-
ciety of China has always been at 
the forefront in provision of relief 
items to the PRCS in the time of 
need, especially during major dis-
asters like floods and earthquakes. 
He said the RCSC has extended 
huge support to the PRCS in the 
ongoing fight against coronavirus 
through provision of funding as 
well as medical supplies and hy-
giene kits. He said the relationship 
between Pakistan Red Crescent 
Society and the Red Cross Society 
of China is a role model for other 
Movement Partners.
Chinese Embassy Deputy Chief 
of Mission Mrs Pang Chunxue 
appreciated the services of the 
PRCS for humanity and pledged 
to continue extending all-out sup-
port to the Society for provision 
of humanitarian services to the 
downtrodden segments.

Afghan-born Khalilzad, a veteran diplomat from the George W Bush administration, has a deep 
relationship with Afghan leaders such as President Ashraf Ghani dating back decades and 

command of the major languages of the region

Karachi: 
Smart 

lockdown to 
be imposed

athar sufi

KARACHI: The city admin-
istration on Friday decided 
to impose smart and micro 
lockdown across Karachi af-
ter a sharp increase in the 
COVID-19 cases. The deci-
sion was taken in a meeting 
chaired by Commissioner 
Karachi Iftikhar Shalwani, 
attended by DCs and DHOs 
in the city. The meeting de-
cided to slap smart lockdown 
in the South, Central, East 
and West districts of the city.
Meanwhile, micro smart 
lockdown to be imposed in 
Korangi and Malir districts 
of Karachi. Shalwani said 
notification in this context 
will be issued today or to-
morrow. The number of 
coronavirus cases in Kara-
chi is rapidly increasing and 
the people are frequently 
found violating the SOPs.
In view of the prevailing situ-
ation, the Sindh government 
has set up an emergency 
control room in the health 
department building to deal 
with the Covid-19 second 
wave. A notification had 
been issued in this regard.
Four doctors and nine 
health officials would per-
form duties in the 24/7 
emergency control room es-
tablished on the sixth floor 
of the Sindh health depart-
ment building. On the other, 
keeping in view the second 
wave of the coronavirus, 
the provincial government 
has canceled the vacations 
of Sindh health department 
employees. 

PIA halts 
meal service; 
bans serving 

hot beverages
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan In-
ternational Airlines (PIA) 
has taken special measures 
during the second wave of 
coronavirus pandemic by 
halting meal service on do-
mestic flights and banned 
serving hot beverages in 
all flights. Sources told that 
pre-packaged box with cold 
beverages will be served to 
the passengers on domes-
tic flights. Moreover, the 
PIA chief executive officer 
(CEO) approved changing 
meal service for interna-
tional flights which will be 
implemented immediately.
The management of the 
national carrier banned 
serving hot beverages on 
all flights as a pre-packaged 
box with cold beverages will 
be served in order to limit 
interaction between passen-
gers and crew following the 
reviewed standard operat-
ing procedures (SOPs).
Following the changes in 
meal service, snacks, club 
sandwiches, check patties, 
one banana and muffin will 
be served to the passen-
gers to Saudi Arabia sector, 
whereas, club sandwiches, 
check patties, one banana 
and biscuit will be served on 
return flights. Only snacks 
will be served on flights of 
Kabul and Gulf countries.

Inquiry against 
Nawaz Sharif 
in LDA case 
completed

abiD raza

LAHORE: The National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB) 
has concluded its inquiry 
against former Prime Minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif in Lahore 
Development Authority 
(LDA) plots allotment case.
Sources said that the com-
bined investigation team 
(CIT) forwarded the inquiry 
report to the director-gen-
eral of the anti-corruption 
watchdog. The prosecution 
wing will give its legal opin-
ion over the CIT’s inquiry 
report in the forthcoming 
regional board meeting.
The complaint of misappro-
priation in allotment of LDA 
plots had been reported on 
April 3 – 2000 against then 
chief minister Nawaz Sharif 
as he allegedly provided an 
exemption for the plots with 
the nexus of LDA director 
general, sources told.
The complaint stated that 
Nawaz Sharif allotted the 
plots among blue-eyed 
persons after ending the 
quota under 1986’s LDA 
policy which allows chair-
man for allotment of plots. 
The complaint against the 
Pakistan Muslim League 
Nawaz (PML-N) supremo 
was pending since 20 years.

Published by Ansar Mahmood Bhatti, Printed at Rohani Art Press, Islamabad:    Ph: 051-2266165,    Email: newsroomisbpost@gmail.com

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2020   |    WWW.ISLAMABADPOST.COM.PK

IslamabadPOST

UNICEF calls 
for safeguarding 
children rights

ISLAMABAD: On World Children’s Day (WCD), 30 iconic 
monuments and landmarks across Pakistan turned blue as 
the country celebrated, from the Khyber Pass to Mazar-e-
Quaid in Karachi, from Lahore Fort to Quaid-e-Azam residen-
cy in Ziarat, and through Pakistan Monument in Islamabad. 
This initiative, implemented by UNICEF together with the 
Federal Ministry of Human Rights, marked a commitment to 
help every girl and boy fulfill their rights under the Conven-
tion on the Rights of the Child (CRC). It is the third year in a 
row that buildings in Pakistan and across the world go blue to 
call for a world in which the vision of the Convention of the 
Rights of the Child becomes a reality for every child.
Released on World Children’s Day, a new UNICEF re-
port warned of significant and growing consequences 
for children as the COVID-19 pandemic lurches toward 
a second year, jeopardizing their rights. ‘Averting a Lost 
COVID Generation’ is the first UNICEF report to com-
prehensively outline the dire and growing consequenc-
es for children as the pandemic drags on. It shows that 
while symptoms among infected children remain mild, 
infections are rising and the longer-term impact on the 
education, nutrition and well-being of an entire gener-
ation of children and young people can be life-altering.
“Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic there has been a 
persistent myth that children are barely affected by the dis-
ease. Nothing could be further from the truth,” said Hen-
rietta Fore, UNICEF Executive Director. “While children 
can get sick and can spread the disease, this is just the tip 
of the pandemic iceberg. Disruptions to key services and 
soaring poverty rates pose the biggest threat to children. 
The longer the crisis persists, the deeper its impact on 
children’s education, health, nutrition and well-being. The 
future of an entire generation is at risk.” – DNA

Barack Obama’s memoir 
exposes India’s true face

Effective 
cooperation 

strategy 
needed

DNA

WASHINGTON: Former US 
president Barack Obama on 
Friday said that hostility to-
wards Pakistan is the best 
way to highlight national 
unity in India. In his new 
book, “A Promised Land”, 
the former US president 
said, “many Indians (took) 
great pride in the knowl-
edge that their country had 
developed a nuclear weap-
ons programme to match 
Pakistan’s, untroubled by 
the fact that a single miscal-
culation by either side could 
risk regional annihilation.”
“Violence, both public 
and private, remained an 
all-too-pervasive part of 
Indian life. Expressing 
hostility towards Pakistan 
was still the quickest route 
to national unity,” Obama 
wrote. “Most of all, India’s 
politics still rev olved around 
religion, clan, and caste.”
Obama while exposing the 
Indian democracy has uncov-
ered some important facts 

about anti-Muslim extrem-
ism and anti-Pakistan sen-
timents. When Obama met 
Manmohan Singh during his 
visit to India in November 
2010, Singh told him that 
he feared “rising anti-Mus-
lim sentiment had strength-
ened the influence of Hindu 
nationalist BJP”, the main 
opposition party at the time.
He described Singh as “a gen-
tle, soft-spoken economist” 

who engineered the modern-
isation of his nation’s econ-
omy. The ex-US president 
wrote in his book that today 
Indian society as a whole is 
focused on racism and na-
tionalism, adding that despite 
economic development, India 
is a fragmented and destitute 
country and India is in the 
grip of corrupt political offi-
cials, narrow-minded govern-
ment officials and politicians.

DNA
BEIJING: Agriculture sec-
tor forms an important 
theme of CPEC whereby 
an effective cooperation 
strategy between Pakistan 
and China can prove to be 
greatly beneficial for both 
countries.
This was stated by Federal 
Minister for National Food 
Security and Research Syed 
Fakhar Imam in his remarks 
at a webinar on November 
19, says a report published 
by China Economic Net.
Agriculture sector in Pa-
kistan is also an untapped 
potential market and in-
dustry where investment 
and partnership poten-
tials are existing. 
For Pakistan specifically, 
dividends could come in the 
form of new export opportu-
nities, improved technology, 
private investment flows 
and growth for local enter-
prises within the agri-busi-
ness sector, Syed added.

ISLAMABAD: Wom-
en-owned businesses in Pa-
kistan that are ready to grow 
by becoming part of global 
supply chains will now have 
access to world-class train-
ing, networks, and informa-
tion thanks to the launch of 
the Women’s Business Op-
portunity Initiative, an effort 
led by non-profit WEConnect 
International in coordination 
with Vital Voices Global 
Partnership and the U.S.-Pa-
kistan Women’s Council.  
The initiative was an-
nounced at “Advancing 
Women’s Entrepreneurship 
and Supplier Diversity,” a 
virtual event taking place 
during the Global Entre-
preneurship Week hosted 

by U.S. Embassy Islamabad 
and the U.S.-Pakistan Wom-
en’s Council, a unique pub-
lic-private partnership be-
tween the U.S. government, 
Texas A&M University, and 
private companies and or-
ganizations in the United 
States and Pakistan.    
The Women’s Business 
Opportunity Initiative is 
designed to increase the 
inclusiveness and compet-
itiveness of supply chains 
globally and to help wom-
en entrepreneurs in Paki-
stan access opportunities 
to grow their businesses 
and thrive.  
“Through this initiative, 
there is great potential to 
strengthen women entre-

preneurs’ foothold in Paki-
stan’s economy, as well as 
across borders with mul-
tinational corporations.  
Boosting revenues of 
women-owned businesses 
benefits their employees, 
families, and communi-
ties,” said U.S. Embassy 
Islamabad Chargé d’affair-
es Angela P. Aggeler. 
According to research pre-
sented during the event, 
approximately one-third of 
buyers in Pakistan procure 
from women-owned busi-
nesses, and one in four 
have a policy that encour-
ages inclusive sourcing.  
While promising, there 
remains room for improve-
ment.  – APP

US Women’s Business 
Initiative helps Pak women UK will likely follow 

US in reducing troops 
in Afghanistan

KABUL: UK Defence Secretary, Ben Wallace said that Brit-
ain will likely follow the United States in reducing troop levels 
in Afghanistan. In a statement, he said that Britain will con-
tinue to work with the Afghan government and the U.S. to 
protect the country’s security. This week US acting Defense 
Secretary Christopher Miller announced that the US troop 
presence in Afghanistan and Iraq will be reduced to 2,500 in 
each country by mid-January. “By Jan. 15, 2021, our forces, 
their size in Afghanistan, will be 2,500 troops. Our force size 
in Iraq will also be 2,500 by that same date,” Miller said.
Wallace said the Americans were not totally pulling out at 
this stage, and neither was Britain. “I expect if they (the 
U.S.) are reducing at some stage, we will come down,”  Wal-
lace said. This comes after NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg on Tuesday warned against a hasty withdrawal 
of US troops from Afghanistan and said the price for leav-
ing too soon could “be very high”. NATO currently has less 
than 12,000 troops from dozens of countries in Afghani-
stan, while the US is now down to around 4,500. – DNA

FBR notifies 
tax exemption 
for 61 items 

DNA
KARACHI: The FBR has 
issued a notification for tax 
exemption on imports of 61 
items used in the prepara-
tion of COVID-19 vaccines. 
The federal cabinet had ear-
lier given approval to exempt 
imports of 61 items used in 
the preparation of COVID-19 
vaccine from taxes and du-
ties on November 17. Sourc-
es told that the FBR took 
three days to issue the noti-
fication in this regards. The 
tax exemption will ensure 
availability of necessary 
medical equipment to the 
hospitals besides expediting 
the preparation of the coro-
navirus vaccine.


