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ISLAMABAD: Minister for

Information
and Broad-
casting Syed
Shibli Faraz
says people

of  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa  boycotted
opposition’s Peshawar

rally, which indicates that
they have rejected Paki-
stan Democratic Move-
ment’s anti-people agenda.
In a video response, he said
people’s low interest in
PDM’s rally shows their po-
litical acumen and mistrust
in the opposition. He said
the people of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, on Prime Minister
Imran Khan’s appeal, kept
themselves protected from
Coronavirus by staying away
from opposition’s meeting.

Afghan Peace
Process is in
final stage

DNA

MULTAN Foreign Min-
ister ~ Shah
Mahmood
Qureshi
says Prime
Minister Im-
ran Khan’s
recent visit to Afghanistan
was very successful. Talking
to various delegations in
Multan, he said Pakistan is
trying its best for peace in
Afghanistan and stability in
the whole region.

The Foreign Minister said
the Afghan Peace Process
has entered into its final
stage and the talks in this
regard are in progress in
Doha. He said Pakistan,
from the very first day, was
of the view that peace in
Afghanistan could only be
restored by talks and not
through the use of force.

Govt has
ruined
economy

DNA

SWAT: Ameer of Ja-
maat-e-Isla-
mi Pakistan
Siraj-ul-Haq
has said that
PTI and op-
i position are
rowing against each other
only for ‘power.’
Addressing a rally in Swat,
Ameer of Jamaat-e-Islami
Pakistan Siraj-ul-Haq said
that the present govern-
ment has ruined the live-
lihoods and the country’s
economy.
He said that the PTI govern-
ment has disappointed the
nation and made everything
expensive while the only
difference between PTI and
PDM is the regime.
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4 terrorists
killed during
IBO operations

Sepoy Sadam, 27, who was a resident
of Karak, lost his life while bravely
fighting for the country

BUreAU REPORT

RAWALPINDI: One Pakistani soldier has
embraced martyrdom, while four terrorists
have been killed during an Intelligence
Based Operations (IBO) in North Waziristan
on Sunday morning, the Inter-Services

Public Relations (ISPR) said in a statement.
An intense exchange of fire took place
when security forces launched an attack
on a terrorist hideout near Kaitu River,
situated in North Waziristan’s north-
western part of Spinwam.

According to the military’s media wing,
as soon as the troops cordoned the area,
terrorists opened fire to distract them
and flee from the site. All terrorists,
however, were gunned down by security
forces during the operation.

Sepoy Sadam, 27, who was a resident
of Karak in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (K-P),
lost his life while bravely fighting for
the country. Meanwhile, two other Paki-
stani soldiers sustained injuries.

On Thursday, November 19, two soldiers

of the Pakistan Army — Havaldar Matloob
Alam, 32, and Seopy Suleman Shaukat,
25 — were martyred after terrorists
opened fire on a security check post near
Pash Ziarat in South Waziristan.

Fazl declares war

against government

January to be last
month of govt: Bilawal

PESHAWAR: The Pakistan Democratic Movement
(PDM) put on a show of power with a rally in Pesha-
war Sunday, with PPP chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zard-
ari vowing an “end” to the incumbent government
with January as its “last month in power”. PPP chair-
man Bilawal delivered a long speech at the gathering,
vowing that January will be the incumbent govern-

DNA

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Dem-
ocratic Movement (PDM)
chief on Sunday termed
the movement against the
government as a declara-
tion of war and said it would
be a sin to retreat from it.
that the people of Peshawar
held a referendum in the
PDM rally today. The ruling
party is confused by today
s rally. He congratulated
the PDM leaders for the
exemplary rally. He also
expressed condolences
to Mian Nawaz Sharif and
Mian Shahbaz Sharif on
the demise of their mother.

Continued on Page 06

ment’s

“last month in power”. Bilawal said that the

people will decide how Pakistan will be governed
and what kind of leadership will rule it. He claimed
protests are taking place in Gilgit-Baltistan against
election rigging there. “A voice is rising from within

Gilgit-Baltistan, saying ‘do not steal the vote’,”

Bil-

awal said. Addressing the people of the province in
particular, he said they will never be left to fend for
themselves, accusing the incumbent government of
abandoning them. “The entire Pakhtunkhwa is de-
manding ‘go, Imran, go!’,” he claimed. - DNA

Nawaz Sharif’s mother
passes away 1n London

Nawaz Sharif has been advised by doctors not to
travel, will not be able to accompany his mother’s
body to Pakistan, Ishaq Dar stated on Sunday

LONDON: Former prime minister Nawaz
Sharif and PML-N president Shahbaz Sha-
rif’s mother Shamim Akhtar has passed away
in London, the party confirmed on Sunday.
The news of the death has been confirmed
by senior PML-N leader Ataullah Tarar, who
announced it on Twitter. Begum Shamim
Akhtar was 89 years old. “Mian Nawaz Sharif
and Mian Shahbaz Sharif’s respected moth-
he tweeted. Begum
Shamim Akhtar had been ill for quite some
time and was being treated in London, said
PML-N sources. She passed away on Sunday

er has passed away,”

Continued on Page 06

Punjab govt to
release Shehbaz,
Hamza on parole

LAHORE: Punjab government decides
to release Shahbaz Sharif and Hamza
Shahbaz on parole
government decided to release PML-N
president Shahbaz Sharif and his son
Hamza Shahbaz on parole on the
death of his mother. Punjab Prisons
Minister Fayyaz-ul-Hassan Chauhan

The Punjab

Continued on Page 06

SLAMABAD FOREIGN WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION

ISLAMABAD: CEO Serena Hotels South and East Asia Aziz Boolani along with d1plomats
of various countries opened Islamabad Foreign Women Association (IFWA)
Charity bazaar at Islamabad Serena Hotel on Sunday. — DNA

Highest
covid19
deaths in
4 months

Raja PErvaiz

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has
reported 59 deaths in the
last 24 hours by novel coro-
navirus as the number of
positive cases has surged
to 374,173. The nationwide
tally of fatalities has jumped
to 7,662 on Sunday.
According to the latest fig-
ures by the National Com-
mand and Operation Center
(NCOC), 2,665 persons test-
ed positive for COVID-19 in
the past 24 hours.

Sindh remains the worst-hit /~

province by the pandemic in
terms of cases followed by
Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa and Balochistan. Punjab
has overtaken Sindh in most
number of casualties.

Till now 162,227 coronavi-
rus cases have been con-
firmed in Sindh, 114,010 in
Punjab, 44,097 in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, 16,744 in Ba-
lochistan, 26,569 in Islama-
bad, 6,000 in Azad Kashmir
and 4,526 in Gilgit-Baltistan.

Biden to
announce first
cabinet picks

WASHINGTON: US Pres-
ident-elect Joe Biden will
name on Tuesday the first
picks to be part of his
administration, his chief
of staff said, as Donald
Trump refuses to concede
his loss to the Democrat.
Biden has been pushing
ahead with preparations to
take over as president in
January despite Trump’s
moves on multiple fronts
to try to undo the results
of the November 3 vote.
“You are going to see
the first of the presi-
dent-elect’s cabinet picks
on Tuesday of this week,”
Biden’s chief of staff Ron
Klain told ABC’s “This
Week” on Sunday.

“You’ll have to wait for the
president-elect to say that
himself on Tuesday,” he
added. — Agencies

DNA

PARIS: France’s foreign
ministry has demanded Pa-
kistan authorities withdraw
comments made by Federal
Minister for Human Rights
Shireen Mazari that Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron
was treating Muslims like
Nazis had treated Jews in
World War 2.

The comments posted on
Twitter by Shireen Mazari
on Saturday came as part
of a clash between Pakistan
and France over the publica-
tion of images of the Proph-
et Mohammad (PBUH) by a
French magazine.

The images have sparked
anger and protests in the

Mazari deletes her tweet,

acknowledges mistake

ISLAMABAD: The publication later amended the arti-
cle and issued a clarification stating that the law men-
tioned in the article applies to all children in France,
not specifically Muslim children. In response to the
French envoy's message, minster Shireen Mazari de-
leted her tweet and issued a clarification on Twitter
and admitted her mistake. "The French Envoy to Pak
sent me the following message and as the article I
had cited has been corrected by the relevant publica-
tion, I have also deleted my tweet on the same," she
tweeted. The Embassy also sent a series of tweets to
point out the mistakes in the article. — DNA

Muslim world, especially
in Pakistan.

“Macron is doing to Mus-
lims what the Nazis did to
the Jews - Muslim children
will get ID numbers (other

children won’t) just as Jews
were forced to wear the yel-
low star on their clothing
for identification,” Mazari
said in a tweet linking to an
online article.

In a follow-up tweet on
Sunday, Mazari doubled
down on her claims fol-
lowing a condemnation by
France’s foreign ministry
late on Saturday. “These
hateful words are blatant
lies, imbued with an ideol-
ogy of hatred and violence.
Such slander is unworthy
of this level of responsibili-
ty. We reject them with the
greatest firmness,” For-
eign Ministry spokeswom-
an Agnes von der Muhll
said, adding that Paris had
informed the Pakistan em-
bassy of its strong condem-
nation of the comments.
“Pakistan must rectify
these remarks and return
to the path of a dialogue
based on respect.”

PM Imran hints at
‘complete lockdown’

Final decision about
closure of schools today

KARACHI: Federal Education Minister Shafqat Me-
hmood on Sunday said that the federal and the provin-
cial governments will sit together on Monday to decide
about the closure of educational institutions due to the
second Covid-19 wake, media reported.

The education minister in a statement said that an im-
portant meeting regarding the closure of educational in-
stitutions will take place on Monday in Islamabad where
important decisions will be taken. “The meeting would be
attended by all provincial education ministers,” he said,
adding that he will hold a press conference Monday at
12:30 pm and announce the final decision. - DNA

SHuiaatr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan will
be compelled to go into a
complete lockdown if the
coronavirus cases continue
to surge across the country
at the same rate and the Paki-
stan Democratic Movement
(PDM) will be responsible for
the consequences, tweeted
PM Imran Khan on Sunday.
Taking to Twitter, the prime
minister blamed the PDM

Continued on Page 06

‘More Pakistani content |
to be screened in China’

BEIJING: Pakistan Ambassador to China, Moin ul Haque said on Sunday that more Paki-
stani films and dramas would be screened in China next year during celebrations of the
70th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between China and Pakistan.
We are organizing and planning more than hundred events next year. Screening of films
and dramas will be very important part of that celebration, he said during the special
screening of Pakistani movie Parwaaz Hai Junoon at a local cinema here.

The movie received the round of applause from around 400 people including officials
of the Chinese government, institutions, enterprises, thank tanks and media who were
invited by the Pakistan Embassy, Beijing. Welcoming the distinguished guests, Ambas-
sador Haque said that the movie was a tribute to Pakistan Air Force, its valiant pilots
and airmen. It is also an entertainment movie with a lot of drama, romance and action.
He said that the values of friendship, love for the country and feelings of patriotism
Qre all parts of this movie. People of Pakistan and China shared these values. - DNA/
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Medics urge
politicians
to cancel
rallies

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Keeping in
view the rising number of
COVID-19 cases amid the
second wave of the pan-
demic, senior doctors have
appealed to the politicians
to cancel their rallies and
public meetings in the larg-
er interest of the people.
Talking to a private news
channel on Saturday, Uni-
versity of Health Sciences
(UHS) Vice-Chancellor
Doctor Javed Akram asked
the politicians to take COV-
ID-19 seriously, adding that
the Coronavirus situation
can get out of control if
people did not follow the
standard operating proce-
dures (SOPs). He said that
the second wave of the COV-
ID-19 could be more dan-
gerous which would badly
affect the people if they did
not follow the SOPs.

Dr Akram said that taking
precautions is the only solu-
tion to prevent the coronavi-
rus as its vaccine could not
be developed thus far.

“Winter Food
Festival”
from Nov 27

ISLAMABAD: Three day
long “Winter Food festival”
will be held from November
27 to 29, aiming to provide
healthy environment and
different types of food to cit-
izens of twin cities at Ayub
Park. Multiple cuisines will
be placed including desi,
chinese, continental, italian
and other types of food.
The festival will include vari-
ety of events including fash-
ion Show, cultural dances,
musical concerts, stalls, fun
activities and much more.

It would be the biggest fes-
tival of the year to enthrall
the people of twin cities with
so much enjoyment and
pleasure, an organizer told
on Monday. He said that it
was a family ambiance event
that has specifically been
arranged to enhance the cui-
sine and cultural activities
and provide healthy enter
tainment to citizens of Rawal-
pindi and Islamabad.—- APP

Day-long
Nathia Gali
trip amuses

special people

ISLAMABAD: Galyat Devel-
opment Authority (GDA) has
brought joy for at least 50 spe-
cial people by arranging a trip
to Nathia-Gali involving day-
long recreational activities.
“We really enjoyed by visiting
wonderful places at Nathia
Gali,” Jabeen, a physically im-
paired girl from Abbottabad,
said in a video posted by the
GDA on its official pages of
social networking sites.

The Persons With Disabil-
ities (PWDs), who are stu-
dents of the Created Oppor-
tunities Institute, extended
their gratitude to the GDA
for arranging a trip to the
recreational spots. “I have
really enjoyed Zip-line ride,”
a voiceless boy from Abbot-
tabad Muhammad Umar can
be seen as saying in the vid-
eo with Urdu subtitle.

A blind girl said, “I real-
ly feel very sad because I
cannot see the world which
I know is very beautiful so
each and every individual
should contribute and make
it clean and free from envi-
ronmental hazards.” - APP

IRSA releases
111,600

cusecs water

ISLAMABAD: Indus River
System Authority (IRSA)
on Sunday released 111,600
cusecs water from various
rim stations with inflow
of 49,100 cusecs. Accord-
ing to the data released by
IRSA, water level in the In-
dus River at Tarbela Dam
was 1499.61 feet, which was
111.61 feet higher than its
dead level 1386 feet. Water
inflow in the dam was re-
corded as 25,700 cusecs and
outflow as 70,000 cusecs.

The water level in the
Jhelum River at Mangla Dam
was 1188.10 feet, which was
148.10 feet higher than
its dead level of 1040 feet
whereas the inflow and out-
flow of water was recorded
as 6,800 cusecs and 25,000
cusecs respectively. - APP
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ISLAMABAD: Visitors taking interest in various items displayed on the occasion of Islamabad Foreign Women Association (IFWA)
Charity bazaar held at Islamabad Serena Hotel on Sunday. — DNA

Pakistan-Uzbekistan Women
Entrepreneurs training held

The session aimed to bring together business experts and women entrepreneurs
from Uzbekistan and Pakistan on one platform to discuss and exchange ideas for the

strengthening of bilateral ties between the bu

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Center of Global
and Strategic Studies (CGSS) Is-
lamabad, Women Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (WCCI), Lahore
Division, and Uzbekistan Business
Women Association, Tashkent
jointly organized the Online Train-
ing Week on “Pakistan-Uzbekistan
Women Entrepreneurs in Textile
Industry” on Saturday.

The session aimed to bring togeth-
er business experts and women
entrepreneurs from Uzbekistan
and Pakistan on one platform to
discuss and exchange ideas for the
strengthening of bilateral ties be-
tween the business communities
of both countries.

The session was commenced with
a panel discussion with speakers
from Uzbekistan and Pakistan and
was moderated by Ms. Palwasha
Nawaz, Project Executive, CGSS
& Director, Women Wing, Uzbek-
istan Pakistan Business Council,
and Ms. Odilbekova Dilnoza Mu-
radalievna, Business Coach, Asso-
ciation of Business Women, Tash-
kent, Uzbekistan.

The discussion was initiated by
Ms. Yunusova Zamira Gafarova

S

from Uzbekistan. She stated that
it is very important to develop a
relationship between the entrepre-
neurs of Pakistan and Uzbekistan.
In the past few years, the bilater-
al ties are increasing and we are
thankful to our friends in Pakistan
and Uzbekistan. She mentioned
they had a successful interaction
with women entrepreneurs of La-
hore during the fashion week. She
appreciated the session and sug-
gested that we must organize more
joint online conferences as well.

Ms. Qaisra Sheikh, Coordinator,
Women Entrepreneur Seat, FPCCI

]

highlighted that Pakistan is one of
the largest manufacturers in the
Textile industry. It is one of the most
important sectors for the economy
of Pakistan. She mentioned that
because the wave of COVID-19 is
much lesser in Pakistan compared
to other countries, Pakistan has
been receiving many internation-
al orders. She also stated that the
Pakistan government has given
important initiatives to the Women
Chambers. She emphasized that Pa-
kistan and Uzbekistan must work to-
gether for trade enhancements and
inter-governmental projects in vari-

ous sectors. Uzbekistan is the best
cotton producer and Pakistan is the
best in manufacturing we should
combine our strengths to enhance
our economies.

Ms. Shah Bano, CEO Malkani &
Shahbano Official, Pakistan sug-
gested initiating exchange pro-
grams for the designers of Paki-
stan and Uzbekistan. She stated
that this may help in better under-
standing the culture and tradition-
al designs of Uzbekistan.

Mr. Jasur Saidahmedov, Third
Secretary, Embassy of the Repub-
lic of Uzbekistan discussed the

siness communities of both countries

statistics of Pakistan and Uzbeki-
stan trade in the past few years.
He discussed that we have seen
a significant rise in the trade vol-
ume. He further suggested that
Uzbekistan is willing to trade its
finest cotton and fabric as well to
partners in Pakistan.

The women entrepreneurs and
business community from the Re-
public of Uzbekistan highly appre-
ciated the panelists from Pakistan
and welcomed all kinds of coopera-
tion in the field of textile, fashion,
and academia as well. They extend-
ed gratitude to the Center for Glob-
al & Strategic Studies (CGSS),
Islamabad, Pakistan for organizing
this informative session.

The session was concluded by
closing remarks of Lt. Col Saadul-
lah Tashmatov, Chargé d’affaires,
Embassy of Uzbekistan, Pakistan.
He stated that this online training
week was a milestone in develop-
ing relations between the entre-
preneur and business communi-
ties of Pakistan and Uzbekistan.
He highlighted that Pakistan and
Uzbekistan enjoy brotherly ties
and we look forward to enhancing
them further with the help of our
women entrepreneurs of Pakistan
and Uzbekistan.
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ISLAMABAD: Chairman CDA Amir Ali Ahmed inaugurated a new Kanwal Lake and Family Park
at Shakarpurian and a tourist spot to provide quality recreational facilities to the citizens. — DNA

family park and lake.

- CDA completes
Family park

Park has been constructed without
disturbing the terrain of the site.
Stones and woods have been used for
making the sitting places in the park

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development Authority (CDA) com-
pleted work on family park and kanwal lake at tourist spot
Shakarparian to promote the tourism facilities in the city.
Chairman CDA, Aamir Ali Ahmed inaugurated the family
park and lake on Sunday.

According to a press release of CDA, while taking great in-
terest in construction and beautification of tourist spots,
© | the Chairman CDA inaugurated the family park and kanwal
lake at Shakarparian to provide the best tourism facilities
to the citizens of the capital.

It happened first time since 2009 that CDA has construct-
ed a family park. Only families will be allowed in the park.
Natural beauty of the sites considered while constructing

Park has been constructed without disturbing the ter-
rain of the site. Stones and woods have been used for
making the sitting places in the park. To maintain the
natural beauty of the park the CDA has planted saplings
and grass, the PR added.

A lake was constructed at Shakarparian in 1970 which was
demolished in 2006 during the construction of cultural
complex. However, the citizens of Islamabad have been
demanding for reconstruction of lake, therefore CDA has
constructed the lake again along with a family park. — DNA

The Foreign Secretary appreciated the decades long contribution of Quaid-I-Azam University
Islambad and hoped that it would play an effective role as important member of the consortium

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Quaid-e-Azam Uni-
versity (QAU) Islamabad being
top ranked federal University
would play an effective role as
member Institution of the COM-
STECH Consortium of Excel-
lence (CCoE), it was assured by
Vice-Chancellor Quaid-I-Azam Uni-
versity Islambad and Chairman
Vice Chancellor Committee Prof.
Dr Muhammad Ali Shah during

meeting with Sohail Mahmood
Foreign Secretary of Pakistan and
Prof. Dr Muhammad Igbal Chaud-
hary Coordinator General COMS-
TECH at COMSTECH Headquar-
ters Islamabad.

He informed that QAU had al-
ready established a committee
comprising of senior scientists for
effective liason with COMSTECH.
He also highlighted importance of
collaborative research, joint de-
gree programmes and exchange of
faculty as well as students among

higher education institutions of
Organization of Islamic Countries
(OIC). Murtaza Noor Advisor
COMSTECH on Media/Linkages
and Secretary General QAU Alum-
ni Association was also present on
the occasion. Speaking on occa-
sion, Coordinator General, COMS-
TECH, Prof. Dr. Igbal Choudhary,
said the purpose of CCoE is to put
our efforts to achieve excellence
in partnership.

He said that Pakistan has done a
lot in the area of science and tech-

nology and now its time reap the
benefit by showcasing Pakistan.
He said that this forum would
bring technology to Pakistan and
would help in internationalization
of the areas of science, technolo-
gy, engineering and mathematics.
CCoE is launched under the
“Science Diplomacy Initiative” of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
(MoFA), Government of Pakistan.
Mr. Sohail Mahmood, Foreign
Secretary of Pakistan said that the
higher education institutions are

shaping the future of Pakistan.

He said that the CCoE initiative is
conceived to provide the platform
to the leading universities of Pa-
kistan and the universities of the
OIC member states to cooperate,
collaborate and showcase their
achievements.

The Foreign Secretary appreciat-
ed the decades long contribution
of Quaid-I-Azam University Islam-
bad and hoped that it would play
an effective role as important
member of the consortium.

SOPs to be
implemented
during polio
drive

RAWALPINDI: Chief Ex-
ecutive  Officer (CEO)
Health Authority Dr Sohail
Chaudary has said that COV-
ID-19 Standard Operating
Procedure (SOPs) would be
followed in letter and spir-
it during five-day anti-polio
drive being commenced
from November 30. Talking
to APP, the CEO said that
to make the Polio campaign
successful, training of Union
Council Incharges of mobile
polio teams is underway un-
der the supervision of health
officers of Health Authority.
During the campaign 2964
polio teams would go door-
to-door and administer polio
drops to 875,400 children
less than five years in all
Tehsils and Union Councils
of the district, he said. Dr
Sohail that SOPs regarding
COVID-19 would be imple-
mented to ensure safety dur-
ing the drive while wearing
of face masks and use of san-
itizer would also be manda-
tory for polio teams. — APP

Climate
Division to
plant maximum

olive trees

ISLAMABAD: Ministry of
Climate Change has com-
pleted all arrangements to
plant maximum olive trees
at specific places in the
country for promotion of
its healthy and beneficial
results. Olive is considered
to be the most productive
fruit and that is why vari-
ous steps have been taken
for its promotion under an
on-going ‘Ten Billion Tree
Tsunami Programme, Mu-
hammad Omer, a senior of-
ficial at Forest Department
said on Sunday.

He said initially the Min-
istry has planned to plant
these trees in areas like
Chakwal, Hungu and some
other parts of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa (KP). Moreover,
the official said an estimat-
ed amount of Rs 1.2 billion
has been set aside for ‘Olive
Tsunami’ project as the gov-
ernment was taking many
other positive steps to de-
velop forestation. - APP

Wildlife
information
center
established

ISLAMABAD: Ministry of
Climate Change (MoCC) in
collaboration with KP for-
est and Wildlife department
and UN Development Pro-
gramme Funded Sustainable
Forest Management project
established first Wildlife In-
formation Center (WIC) at
Balakot in Mansehra district.
The main purpose of such
information center was to fo-
cus on various sub sectors of
forest and wildlife including
forest biology, wildlife, forest
economics, fisheries and wa-
tershed management, forest
carbon sequestration meas-
urements,  human-wildlife
conflicts and human-forest
socio-economic relationship.
This was disclosed by an
official of the Forest Depart-
ment, Muhammad Omer
while talking to APP on
Sunday. He said Pakistan
is home to rich and diverse
flora and fauna in a wide
range of habitats from sea
level to high elevation areas
in the mountains, including
around 177 mammal and
660 bird species. - APP

Erection
work started
at pedestrian

bridge

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Capital
Development Authority
(CDA) has started erection
work on pedestrian bridge
at Srinagar Highway near
Weekly Sunday Bazaar af-
ter completion civil work at
the site. The authority had
assigned installation work
of the bridge to Heavy Me-
chanical Complex (HMC)
Taxila, at an estimate cost of
Rs51.94 million. The struc-
tures of the bridge have
been transported at the site
after completion at HMC,
whereas heavy machinery
being used to erect it, an
official in CDA told APP. He
said the federal civic agency
has devised a strategy to car-
ry out the work at fast pace
in consultation with Islama-
bad traffic police to the con-
venience of the motorists.



Evasion tactics

NCE again, in the face of an implicating and all-re-

vealing dossier, Modi has chosen to point the fin-

ger at Pakistan through two unverified tweets stat-
ing that the country was preparing to launch a terrorist
plot in Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (I1O-
JK). A lack of acknowledgement, acceptance or response
towards proven state-sanctioned aggression in Pakistan
by the BJP government only goes to further verify their
malicious intent—a noteworthy development for all mem-
bers of the international community.
As Modi hails his security team as heroes, the fact India has
been backed into a corner, through the use of authentic in-
formation only, has become evident. Accusations of violent
ploys against the country only come after days of silence
since the dossier was released by Pakistan. Furthermore,
anti-Pakistan propaganda has been amped up as well as the
desperate attempts to divert focus towards accusations
of Pakistani state-sponsored terrorism in IIOJK. Not only
does all this allude to the idea that these claims are base-
less but it further incriminates all the leading members of
the government who have been implicated directly in the
dossier. Surely, such a reaction is not enough to negate the
overwhelming proof put forth.
Time and time again, Pakistan’s government has tried to bring
to the attention of the global community the crimes being
committed in IIOJK by Indian forces. Violence has become
an instrument of the state and there is little to nothing being
done to preserve the lives, and interests, of the Kashmiri pop-
ulation. Even now, when proof of active planning in regards
to destabilising Pakistan has been released, the Indian gov-
ernment is employing the same evasive strategy to deflect al-
legations that it utilises when it knows it has been bested. It
is imperative that world leaders look beyond the facade being
created in front of them and instead, focus on the mounting
evidence of hostility presented a few days prior.
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A crucial stage

ACK in late May during the deadliest phase of the pan-
B demic, there were a lot of troubling firsts and highs

recorded—the first time COVID-19 cases exceeded
10,000, highest recorded cases in a day and so on. As the
summers came and smart policies were put in place, these
numbers fell and thankfully, some normalcy seemed to ensue.
Unfortunately, now in November, these highs and firsts have
seemed to make a comeback, as once again statistics show a
worrying picture. Pakistan on Thursday reported 18 deaths
in the last 24 hours by coronavirus as the number of positive
cases has surged to 365,927, with the nationwide tally of fa-
talities has jumped to 7,248. The daily positivity rate of COV-
ID-19 cases in the capital reached 11.78 percent on Tuesday,
the highest since the outbreak of the virus in March. These
are highs not recorded since March, indicating that the sec-
ond wave is truly back in full swing in Pakistan, and this time,
seems determined to stay unless measures are not taken.
Unlike last time, the government’s efforts to control the vi-
rus look to be futile as cases keep rising in every major city.
Perhaps this is a sign that while the first wave and a global
panic around the virus ensured that people took the lock-
down much more seriously, this time SOPs are not being fol-
lowed with the same grit. The government has implemented
much more lax restrictions compared to last time—as wed-
ding season arrives, the government has allowed 300 guests
per outdoor wedding—this is an exceedingly large number of
guests allowed during a pandemic. In the capital, fines for
violating SOPs remain low, leading to a general attitude of
carelessness towards the gravity of the pandemic.
We need to take a look at our neighbour India, the second
worst hit country, and its capital Delhi, where the number
of deaths is so high that demand for more graveyards has
shot up. This could very well become us if the government
does not get serious—use stricter fines to get the public to
comply with restrictions. This is a crucial stage.

The coming of the COVID-19 vaccines

Dr. John C. Hulsman

The Moderna vaccine has
been proven to protect
people over 65, those
most likely to contract
the disease, and to stop
severe outbreaks of the
illness. Even better, it is
far easier to transport
and store than Pfizer’s,
as it is stable at normal
refrigerator temperatures
of 2-8 C for up to 30
days, and can be stored
for months at -20 C.
Moderna is confident it
can manufacture 1 billon
doses in 2021 (two are
needed by each person),
though 770 million have
already been allocated for
use in the US, Moderna’s
home country. Large-scale
Moderna production is not
expected to reach Europe
until April of next year

RTHUR C. Clarke, the great sci-

ence-fiction writer and futurist, put

it well when he said: “Any sufficient-
ly advanced technology is indistinguishable
from magic.” Indeed, the seemingly magical
nature of these past few days, with the ap-
pearance of not one but two possible coro-
navirus (COVID-19) vaccines on the hori-
zon, is the world’s first real cause for hope
that this dreaded pestilence is at last on
its way out. Dr. Anthony Fauci, the face of
America’s efforts to combat the pandemic,
triumphantly noted: “The vaccine is really
the light at the end of the tunnel.”
The first glad tidings came with the an-
nouncement that the Pfizer/BioNTech vac-
cine is fully 90 percent effective in phase
three advanced trials — a far higher percent-
age of success than anyone had dared hoped
for. It relies on a new technique based on
messenger RNA (mRNA), a biotech inno-
vation that up until now had inspired great
hopes (and a lot of investor interest) but far
fewer practical results.
Basically, the coronavirus ensues when
infected DNA — the building block of all
life — sends a series of nefarious signals
to individual human cells that leads to the
illness. To combat the disease, the Pfizer
vaccine sends mRNA to read these nega-
tive signals and instead retransmits posi-
tive signals to the cells, causing them to
build up proteins found on the surface
of the virus, stimulating the body’s im-
mune system and combating the disease.
The new technique, RNA therapeutics, is
not intrusive, leaving DNA intact, merely
changing the message the body receives.
While this amounts to a major break-
through, there are some problems with the
Pfizer vaccine, relating mainly to logistics.
It must be shipped and stored at a frigid

-70 degrees Celsius and can only be used at
room temperature for up to five days. Giv-
en the huge distribution challenges ahead,
this is far from ideal, even if it amounts to
the greatest of news.

But, just days later, even better tidings
were in store. The developers of the rival
Moderna vaccine, which uses the same
revolutionary RNA messenger technique,
announced that it had an even better 95
percent efficacy rate in phase three trials,
prompting hopes that several different vac-
cine sources could together rid us of this
pestilential disease. The phase three re-
sults of the Oxford University/AstraZeneca
vaccine, which uses a different technique,
are expected in the coming weeks.

The Moderna vaccine has been proven to
protect people over 65, those most likely
to contract the disease, and to stop severe
outbreaks of the illness. Even better, it is
far easier to transport and store than Pfiz-
er’s, as it is stable at normal refrigerator
temperatures of 2-8 C for up to 30 days,
and can be stored for months at -20 C.
Moderna is confident it can manufacture
1 billon doses in 2021 (two are needed
by each person), though 770 million have
already been allocated for use in the US,
Moderna’s home country. Large-scale
Moderna production is not expected to
reach Europe until April of next year.

All of this amounts to the best news for the
world in a very long time; truly the beginning
of the end for this horrible period of global
pandemic. Yet some real caveats have to be
mentioned amid all the jubilation. Distribu-
tion of the vaccines across the whole of the
globe means that there will be a substantial
time lag before COVID-19 is truly tamed,
with more and greater personal and econom-
ic losses along the way.

It is estimated it will take until the end of
next summer (August or September) before
the virus is fully under control and the world
can begin to breathe again and return to nor-
mal. Even then, humanity will not yet be out
of the woods, as it is unclear how long the
immunity the vaccines offer will last.
There are already at least three major po-
litical risk consequences of this ghastly
plague. First, there will be huge macro-
economic problems ahead, as an over-re-
action to the chances for death caused by
COVID-19 in aggregate — measured in the
whole of society, rather than merely the
highly endangered elderly population —
has led to a pronounced under-reaction at
the chances for global depression, given
prolonged and numerous lockdowns.
Second, ironically, China — the very coun-
try where the virus originated and whose
bungling cover-up of its spread in its initial
stages has caused such grief — has geopo-
litically benefited the most from the dis-
ruption, being the only major economy to
grow this fateful year. The Sino-American
Cold War is now a reality, with the pandem-
ic proving to be the key factor heightening
the rivalry’s growth.
But, for all the bad news for the West, the
vaccine story allows for some fundamen-
tal good news. It is no coincidence that
the Pfizer (US)/BioNTech (Germany),
Moderna (US) and Oxford/AstraZeneca
(UK) vaccines all emanate from the West.
Free people have an unparalleled record
in terms of technological innovation and
creativity, proving themselves capable of
resilience, regeneration, and resurgence
over and over again. The Chinese would
do well to think about this hidden, but vi-
tal, lesson of the coronavirus.

— Courtesy: Arab News

The nation must stay awake!

Attiya Munawar

Muslim countries around
the world are well aware
of the true nature of
Israel, yet the United Arab
Emirates has succumbed
to US pressure and
surrendered to Israel.
Kuwait has also recognized
Israel and many small
Islamic states are willing
to recognize Israel.The
United States is gradually
increasing its pressure and
getting Israel recognized

[j E) HE campaign to recognize Isra-
el has been going on for a long
time, and the campaign seems

to be gaining momentum these days.

That is why the Indian and Israeli news-

papers, quoting Prime Minister Imran

Khan, have claimed in their statement

that Pakistan is also under pressure to

recognize Israel. The Foreign Office
has clarified that there is no pressure
on Pakistan. The Prime Minister has al-
ready made it clear that we will not rec-
ognize Israel until the establishment of

a Palestinian state. Israel, the United

States and the Arab countries have al-

ready established a Palestinian state in

the name of the Palestinian Authority,
so will the Prime Minister recognize Is-
rael on any such declaration?

It is clear that recognizing Israel is

not a simple matter as it is not just a

matter of democracy and international

law, but also a matter of faith and be-
lief. Israel was founded by bringing in

Jews from all over the world, occupying

Palestinian land and evicting Palestini-

ans. Recognizing Israel on the basis of

a mere two-state solution without re-

solving this issue of occupation is not

a solution, nor should other countries

be forced to accept it on that basis, but

the United States wants to force other
countries to accept Israel.Recognition
of Israel is neither necessary nor bene-

ficial for the Muslim Ummabh.

The Quran says that Jews and Chris-
tians cannot be your friends. Then
how can we understand that Israel or
America can be our friends? The Jews
(Israelis) are a nation that does not
hesitate to slaughter another’s goat
for a piece of meat.

Muslim countries around the world
are well aware of the true nature of
Israel, yet the United Arab Emirates
has succumbed to US pressure and
surrendered to Israel. Kuwait has
also recognized Israel and many small
Islamic states are willing to recognize
Israel.The United States is gradually
increasing its pressure and getting Is-
rael recognized.

The US pressure on Pakistan also can-
not be denied, but Pakistan has no inten-
tion of recognizing Israel, while Saudi
Arabia has opened its airspace to Israel.
Pakistan is the only Islamic country that
has acquired nuclear power.

Israel does not want Pakistan to contin-
ue to increase its nuclear power freely.
If Pakistan somehow recognizes Israel,-
this would pave the way for the Unit-
ed States to monitor nuclear affairs
through Israel. The United States and
Israel want to see their plan fulfilled in
any case, but their dream will probably
never come true, because even if the
Pakistani government wants, the peo-

ple will not allow it to happen.
There is no doubt that Pakistan’s goal
of recognizing Israel would be tan-
tamount to inviting its worst enemy.
The US-India-Israel nexus is already
against Pakistan to destroy Pakistan’s
nuclear capability in any way if it is not
possible then it can be banned. Paki-
stan is indebted to the World Bank and
IMF; both Institutions rule the world
with their wealth, issue loans on their
own terms and gradually tighten their
terms. Pakistan is also mired in debt
and is forced to accept their terms due
to the economic downturn.How long
can the indebted country resist in the
face of the major powers?
Prime Minister Imran Khan is also un-
der increasing pressure in the same
vein, while the Foreign Ministry refus-
es to accept any pressure. If there re-
ally is no pressure to recognize Israel,
then the prime minister must prove
why his name is being used by Israeli
and Indian newspapers.
We have to see if there is any weakness
in our country that has led to attacks
here, and why the Jewish lobby, the In-
dian lobby, the Qadiani lobby are get-
ting stronger in this country, maybe
becausethey are getting privileges and
avenues here. As a result, the nation
has to stay awake.

— E-mail: attiabutt121@gmail.com
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DNA
KARACHI: “Hameed Ha-
roon, President, Sarmad

Ali, Secretary General, All
Pakistan Newspapers Soci-
ety on behalf of the Office
Bearers and members of
the Society have expressed
profound grief over the sud-
den and sad demise of Mr.
Hashim Rathore, Director,
M/s. Z2C Pakistan (Pvt.)
Ltd. He was a dedicated
advertising practitioner and
served the media industry
for over three decades. His
contribution to advertising
and newspaper industry will
be remembered for long.
The APNS Office Bearers
expressed their condolence
and prayed that Almighty
Allah may rest the depart-
ed soul in peace and give
patience to bereaved col-
leagues and family to bear
the irreparable loss.

Three alleged
TTP militants
arrested

ATHAR SUFI

KARACHI: Three terrorists
have been arrested on Sun-
day in Gulshan-e-Maymar
area during a joint operation
of Karachi Police and the
Rangers, according to the
law enforcement agencies.
According to Sindh Rangers
spokesperson, the terror-
ists belong to Tehreek-e-Tal-
iban Pakistan’s (TTP) splin-
ter group led by Qari Sa’ad
Bilal alias Hummayun.

The alleged terrorists have
been identified as Yaseen
alias Qari, Ikramullah, and
Muhammad Khalid alias
Mansoor. All three had
recently returned from Af-
ghanistan and confessed
that they had been planning
to launch a terrorist attack
in the metropolis, said Sindh
Rangers spokesperson.

He added that one of the al-
leged terrorists, Yaseen, had
previously carried out several
subversive activities in Swat,
while Muhammad Khalid
had been a close associate of
Yaseen for a long time. The
Rangers have handed over the
three alleged terrorists to po-
lice so that legal action could
be initiated against them.

Pakistan
stresses
for urgent
Covid19 steps

DNA

NEW YORK: At the United
Nations, Pakistan has urged
the international commu-
nity to act together with
urgency in developing con-
flict-sensitive responses to
Coronavirus crisis.
Pakistan’s Permanent Rep-
resentative to the United
Nations Munir Akram in his
opening remarks at virtual
joint meeting of UN Eco-
nomic and Social Council
and Peace Building Com-
mission said resurgence
of Covid-19 underscores
the need for continued vig-
ilance. He also called for
scaling up financing from
all sources in the rebuilding
process and getting back on
track for the sustainable de-
velopment goals.

Qamar Kaira
recovers from
coronavirus

DNA

LAHORE: Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP) Punjab President
Qamar Zaman Kaira has re-
covered from the novel coro-
navirus on Sunday. Kaira was
tested positive for COVID-19
during the election campaign
in Gilgit-Baltistan after then
he rushed back to Lahore
and quarantined himself. The
doctors have advised the PPP
stalwart to take more rest.
He has thanked the masses
and well-wishers for praying
for his early recovery. It may
be noted that Qamar Zaman
Kaira had tested positive for
coronavirus on November 9.
Earlier on October 15, PPP
leader and Special Assistant
to CM Sindh on Political
Affairs Rashid Rabbani had
breathed his last after suf-
fering from COVID-19. The
family of the PPP leader had
confirmed that Rashid Rabba-
ni had died of coronavirus.

Baku ready for relations
with ‘sensible forces’

He recalled that Armenia is currently going through a domestic crisis
“which i1s natural because a military defeat, let alone such a humiliating one”

DNA

BAKU: Baku is ready to es-
tablish normal relations with
“sensible forces” in Armenia
if they come to power, Azer-
baijan’s President Ilham Ali-
yev said in an address to the
nation following the restora-
tion of Baku’s control over
the Adgam region.

“Armenia is currently going
through a domestic crisis,
which is natural because
a military defeat, let alone
such a humiliating one, may
lead to protests in any coun-
try. If sensible forces come

to power in Armenia after
the crisis is over, we will be
ready to establish normal
relations with them,” Ali-
yev pointed out. According
to him, it will be possible if
Armenia “makes the right
choice and improves rela-
tions with its neighbors.”

“As the country’s President
and Commanderin-Chief, I
am interested in making sure
that animosity ends in our
home region of South Cauca-
sus and normal business re-
lations are established,” the
Azerbaijani president noted.
“I said during the war that
we have no issues with the

Armenian people. We did not
carry out an ethnic cleansing

against them like they did
against us. We did not destroy

their historic sites, we pro-
tect them,” Aliyev stressed.

Renewed clashes between
Azerbaijan and Armenia
erupted on September 27,
with intense battles raging
in the disputed region of
Nagorno-Karabakh. The con-
flict over the disputed terri-
tory, primarily populated by
ethnic Armenians, broke out
in February 1988 after the
Nagorno-Karabakh  Auton-
omous Region announced
its withdrawal from the
Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist
Republic. In 1992-1994, ten-
sions boiled over and explod-
ed into large-scale military

action for control over the
enclave and seven adjacent
territories after Azerbaijan
lost control of them.

On November 9, Russian
President Vladimir Putin,
Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyev and Armenian Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan
signed a joint statement
on a complete ceasefire in
Nagorno-Karabakh starting
from November 10. The Rus-
sian leader said that Azer-
baijan and Armenia would
maintain the positions that
they had held and Russian
peacekeepers would be de-
ployed to the region.

47" Pakistan Open Golf Championship 19-22 Nov
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RAWALPINDI: President Dr. Arif Alvi in a group photo with the winners of 47th Pakistan Open Golf Championship. — DNA

UN chief slams
rocket attacks
in Kabul

“The upcoming Afghanistan 2020
Conference on 23 and 24 November,
co-hosted by Afghanistan, Finland,
and the United Nations, is an
opportunity to renew commitments
to the peaceful development and
future prosperity of the country”

UNITED NATIONS: UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres has condemned Saturday’s rocket attacks into
the heart of Kabul that killed at least eight civilians and
wounded many more. The rockets reportedly were fired
from vehicles, hitting several densely populated areas
in the capital city. The ISIL/Da’esh affiliate in Afghan-
istan has claimed responsibility, according to media re-
ports which cited intelligence sources. In a statement
issued by his spokesman, the UN chief underscored
the urgency of ending the violence in Afghanistan.

He expressed his deepest sympathies to the families
of the victims and wished a speedy recovery to the
injured. “He (UN chief) hopes the Afghanistan Peace
Negotiations can swiftly achieve a de-escalation of the
conflict and cessation of attacks in order to save lives,”

the statement said.

“The upcoming Afghanistan 2020

Conference on 23 and 24 November, co-hosted by
Afghanistan, Finland, and the United Nations, is an
opportunity to renew commitments to the peaceful
development and future prosperity of the country.”
More than 70 countries are expected to participate in
the donor conference, which aims to coordinate devel-
opment cooperation for the period from 2021-2024.

The event will take place virtually from the UN Office in
Geneva, with only the co-hosts meeting in person. The UN
Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) has also ex-
tended condolences to the bereaved. In a post on Twitter,
UNAMA said it was “Deeply shocking and deplorable that
civilians should be subjected to such indiscriminate attacks.

Those responsible must face justice.”

- APP

Dealings possible with US
despite ‘crimes’, Iran says

DNA

TEHRAN: The "crimes"
committed by the United
States against Iran do not
prevent "carefully con-
sidered" exchanges from
taking place, Iran's for-
eign ministry spokesman
said Sunday.

"The future of relations be-
tween Iran and the United
States is not simple," Saeed
Khatibzadeh acknowledged

at a press conference in
Tehran, as President Has-
san Rouhani's government
makes signs of apparent
overtures to US presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden.

"The United States has
committed repeated
crimes against the Iranian
people," added Khatibza-
deh, citing a long list.
They included Washington's
support for Baghdad during
the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war,
the "series of sanctions"

against Tehran, and the
US drone strike that killed
top Iranian general Qasem
Soleimani in January.

"It is natural that (between
two) members of the Unit-
ed Nations (like the US
and Iran) there have always
been, and there are, very
carefully considered ex-
changes, in a known frame-
work," Khatibzadeh said,
while noting that "does not
mean that Iran is forgetting
this list of crimes."

Tehran and Washington,
enemies for more than
four decades, have edged
to the brink of war twice
since June 2019, amid
tensions over Iran's 2015
nuclear agreement with
world powers, which out-
going US President Don-
ald Trump unilaterally
withdrew from.

Biden has promised a re-
turn to diplomacy with Iran
after four hawkish years un-
der Trump.

PIA notifics
flexible timing
for employees

KARACHI: Amid rising
Covid-19 cases, Pakistan
International Airlines (PIA)
has introduced “flexible tim-
ings” for its employees to
mark their attendance with
biometric machines.
According to a notification
issued by the national flag
carrier’s chief human re-
sources officer, the PIA
management introduced
flexible timings to prevent
the employees from crowd-
ing around biometric ma-
chines. These timings will
be effective from Monday
(Nov 23). - DNA

PDM rally proof of its
selfishness: Hammad Azhar

Kuayam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Industries and Pro-
duction Hammad Azhar said
that ‘spread coronavirus
movement’ of opposition is
proof of their selfishness.
He asked that what Paki-
stan Democratic Movement
(PDM) wants to achieve by
spreading the novel corona-
virus in the country.

On the other hand, Head
of Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM) Maula-
na Fazlur Rehman has said

that the biggest virus fac-
ing Pakistan is the govern-
ment itself. He also said
that Pakistan Democratic
Movement Peshawar rally
will go ahead as planned
under all circumstances.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in Peshawar on Satur-
day, the Pakistan Democrat-
ic Movement head said that
despite the illegitimate gov-
ernment’s efforts, Pakistan
Democratic Movement will
hold its rally in Peshawar.

He said that Sunday’s his-
toric rally will leave the PTI
government bamboozled.

This statement comes at
a time when the country
is facing a serious spike
in coronavirus cases with
the number of deaths also
on the rise.

Addressing these concerns,
Fazlur Rehman said that the
government is only touting
the dangers of coronavirus
since it sees no other way
of stopping Pakistan Demo-
cratic Movement rallies.
This illegitimate govern-
ment itself is the biggest
virus, ridding the nation of
its rule will be the biggest
reprieve, he said.

Su stated that CPEC, located at the tectonic junction of the western Himalayas,
is a natural museum and laboratory for earth sciences

DNA

BEIJING: The China-Pakistan
Joint Research Centre on Earth
Sciences, recently launched by
the Chinese Academy of Sciences
(CAS) and Higher Education Com-
mission (HEC) has made brilliant
achievements in both academic re-
search and supporting CPEC.

According to Gwadar Pro, Su Li-
jun, Deputy Director General of
Institute of Mountain Hazards
and Environment (IMHE) of CAS
highlighted the achievements
of the Centre in an exclusive in-

terview. He said, proof by facts,
Pakistan and China have a solid
foundation for cooperation in the
field of earth sciences.

Su stated that CPEC, located at
the tectonic junction of the west-
ern Himalayas, is a natural mu-
seum and laboratory for earth
sciences. It caused many scien-
tific and technological problems
in the fields of geology, geog-
raphy, meteorology, hydrology,
ecology, environment, resources
and disasters.

The series of problems poses a
serious threat to regional security
and the construction of CPEC.

In order to solve them, the Chi-
na-Pakistan Joint Research Centre
on Earth Sciences was initiated by
CAS, HEC and other institutions
from Pakistan and China.

In May 2019, Zhang Yaping, Vice
President of CAS, led a delega-
tion to Islamabad, to promote
Pak-China scientific and tech-
nological cooperation and boost
the building of the center. Later,
the center held two internation-
al training courses for Pakistani
students and scholars.

During the COVID-19 outbreak,
the center donated 16,100 dis-
posable medical masks and

1,500 KN95 masks to institu-
tions in Pakistan. In the field
of academic research, the Chi-
na-Pakistan Joint Research Cen-
tre on Earth Sciences has also
made important contributions to
the progress of earth science.
After field investigation and re-
search, they have found several
new theories in the field of earth
science, and assembled a database
of CPEC natural disasters.

The Pakistani co-construction
institutions, including HEC, Paki-
stan Academy of Sciences (PAS),
universities in Pakistan, speak
highly of the centre.

They believe that the China-Pa-
kistan Joint Research Centre on
Earth Sciences will enable scien-
tists of the two countries to jointly
work on the disasters and environ-
mental issues faced by CPEC.

It also effectively enhances Paki-
stan’s ability to cope with climate
change and promotes the sustaina-
ble development of Pakistan. In ad-
dition, the center will train a large
number of scientific and technolog-
ical talents for Pakistan and pro-
mote its scientific development.
The HEC described it as a ground-
breaking step in Pak-China science
and technology cooperation.

Punjab govt
not to allow

PDM to
hold jalsas

AsBID Raza

LAHORE: Owing to the
growing number of corona-
virus cases in the country
over the past few weeks,
the Punjab government has
decided that it will not allow
the Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM) to hold
jalsas in Lahore in Multan,
sources told media.

As per sources, a govern-
ment spokesperson said
that there has been a recent
surge in the number of re-
ported COVID-19 positive
cases in both the cities be-
cause of which banning pub-
lic gatherings has become
necessary.

“The Punjab government
will issue a written notifica-
tion to stop the PDM from
holding jalsas,” the spokes-
person said according to
sources, adding that all
relevant agencies and insti-
tutions have unanimously
agreed to the decision.

The provincial government
has also announced that it
will take legal action against
those who violate the or
ders and hold jalsas without
the explicit permission of
the government.

Saudi Arabia
confident of

‘friendly’ ties
with Biden

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia ex-
pects no major change in
its relationship with the US
under Joe Biden, a senior of-
ficial told CNN, despite the
president-elect pledging to
turn the kingdom into a “pa-
riah”. OPEC kingpin Saudi
Arabia, a close ally of Pres-
ident Donald Trump, has ap-
peared wary of Biden after
he promised a stern stance
against the kingdom for its
human rights failings.

But Adel al-Jubeir, the Saudi
minister of state for foreign
affairs, dismissed the notion.
“We deal with the president
of the United States as a
friend, whether he’s Repub-
lican or Democrat,” Jubeir
told CNN, in an interview
released over the weekend.
“President-elect Biden has
been in the (US) Senate for
35 years, he has tremen-
dous experience... I don’t
expect that there’s going to
be major change in terms of
America’s foreign policy.”
The comment comes as
Saudi Arabia hosts the G20
leaders’ summit this week-
end, a first for an Arab na-
tion, while global campaign-
ers seek to draw attention
to the kingdom’s human
rights record. Saudi Ara-
bia has largely escaped US
censure under Trump, who
along with his son-in-law
Jared Kushner, has enjoyed
a personal rapport with
Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Salman, the kingdom’s
de facto ruler. Trump’s de-
feat leaves Prince Moham-
med vulnerable to renewed
scrutiny from the kingdom’s
closest Western ally. - APP

PM, COAS
condole
demise

of Nawaz’
mother

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Condolences
started pouring in as soon
as the news of the former
premier’s mother’s demise
was reported.

Prime  Minister Imran
Khan, President Dr Arif Alvi
and army chief Gen Qamar
Javed Bajwa also extended
their condolences.

“My  condolences  and
prayers go to the Sharif fam-
ily on the passing of Mian
Nawaz and Mian Shahbaz
Sharif’s mother,” PM Imran
wrote on his official Twitter
handle. Gen Qamar’s condo-
lences were issued from the
Twitter account of the mili-
tary’s official media wing,
the Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR).

The army chief expressed
grief and heartfelt condo-
lences on the sad demise
of Begum Shamim Akhtar
and prayed for the depart-
ed soul. Expressing his
condolences Pakistan Peo-
ples Party (PPP) Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
said: “May Allah Almighty
grant her a place in Jannah
and grant patience to the
mourners.” Bilawal’s father
and former president Asif
Ali Zardari also expressed
sorrow over the death of
Nawaz’s mother.
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