
Bilawal 
Bhutto tests 

‘negative’ 
AthAr Sufi

KARACHIPakistan People’s 
Party Chair-
man Bilawal 
Bhutto Zard-
ari has tested 
negative for 
COV I D - 19 , 

days after contracting the 
deadly virus.  The PPP 
chairman tested positive 
for the novel coronavirus 
on November 26. Confirm-
ing the news through his 
Twitter handle, Bilawal said 
that he has tested positive 
for COVID-19 and has gone 
into self-isolation with mild 
symptoms. Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari isolated himself af-
ter his political secretary 
Jameel Soomro tested posi-
tive for coronavirus. 

Govt mulls 
disease 
centre

AthAr Sufi

KARACHI: The PTI govern-
ment is plan-
ning to estab-
lish a Centre 
for Disease 
Control and 
Prevent ion 

(CDC) – similar to the At-
lanta-based national public 
health institute in the Unit-
ed States, Special Assistant 
to PM on National Health 
Services Dr Faisal Sultan 
told a news outlet.

Pakistan, BD look 
to rebuild ties

NewS DeSk / DNA

ISLAMABAD: In a rare 
move, Pakistani High 
Commissioner in Dhaka 
Imran Ahmed Siddiqui met 
with Bangladeshi Premier 
Sheikh Hasina Wajid in a 
bid to strengthen ties be-
tween the two countries.
A statement issued by the 
High Commission on Fri-
day said Sheikh Hasina 
expressed “good wishes” 
for Pakistan after she was 
informed that the country 
held the Bangladeshi lead-
ership and people in high 
esteem and affection.

The statement said the 
Bangladeshi premier wel-
comed Siddiqui and assured 

him of full support in the

Continued on Page 06

DHAKA: Pakistani High Commissioner Imran Ahmed Siddiqui 
meets Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina. – DNA

StAff report / DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Prime Minis-
ter Boris Johnson has announced 
a new ambitious target to reduce 
the UK’s emissions by at least 68% 
by 2030, compared to 1990 levels.
Recognising the urgency to go fur-
ther to tackle climate change, the 
UK’s new target to reduce green-
house gas emissions – our Na-
tionally Determined Contribution 
(NDC) under the Paris Climate 
Agreement – is among the highest 
in the world and commits the UK 
to cutting emissions at the fastest 
rate of any major economy so far.
Today’s target is the first set by the 
UK following its departure from 
the EU, demonstrating the UK’s 
leadership in tackling climate 
change. Over the past decade, the 

UK has cut carbon emissions by 
more than any similar developed 
country and was the first major 
economy to legislate for net zero 
emissions by 2050.
The announcement comes ahead 
of the UK co-hosting the Climate 
Ambition Summit on Saturday 12 
December, which will coincide 
with the fifth anniversary of the 
historic Paris Agreement. The 
summit calls on countries around 
the world to submit ambitious 
NDCs or other climate plans as 
we head towards the UN COP26 
climate talks, which the UK Gov-
ernment is hosting in Glasgow 
next year. This new target meets 
the recommendation of experts at 
the independent Climate Change 
Committee who advise the gov-
ernment on emissions targets.
The UK’s path to meeting this 

target is backed by the Prime Min-
ister’s Ten Point Plan for a green 
industrial revolution, which will 
create and support up to 250,000 
British jobs by 2030. The plan sets 
out ambitious policies and invest-
ment, with the potential to deliver 
over £40 billion of private invest-
ment by 2030, so that we can de-

velop innovative technologies and 
make significant strides in cutting 
emissions across energy, trans-
port and buildings. 
It also provides a roadmap of fur-
ther action the UK will be taking 
to reduce emissions in the com-
ing decades, encouraging similar 
levels of ambition from business-
es, organisations and nations 
around the world.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson 
said:
“We have proven we can reduce 
our emissions and create hundreds 
of thousands of jobs in the process 
– uniting businesses, academics, 
NGOs and local communities in a 
common goal to go further and fast-
er to tackle climate change.
“Today, we are taking the lead 
with an ambitious new target to 
reduce our emissions by 2030, 

faster than any major economy, 
with our Ten Point Plan helping 
us on our path to reach it.
“But this is a global effort, which 
is why the UK is urging world 
leaders as part of next week’s 
Climate Ambition Summit to 
bring forward their own ambi-
tious plans to cut emissions and 
set net zero targets.”
Business and Energy Secre-
tary and COP26 President Alok 
Sharma said: “Tackling climate 
change is the one of the most ur-
gent shared endeavours of our 
lifetimes, demanding bold action 
from every nation to prevent cat-
astrophic global warming.“As a 
country, we have demonstrated 
we can both rapidly cut carbon 
emissions, while creating new jobs, 

Continued on Page 06

UK sets new climate target ahead of UN Summit

A statement issued by the High Commission  
on Friday said Sheikh Hasina expressed  

“good wishes” for Pakistan

Pakistan 
rejects 
Indian 

stance on 
Jadhav
rANA fArrukh

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan cat-
egorically rejects incorrect 
and misleading assertions 
made by the Indian Ministry 
of External Affairs (MEA) 
regarding the legal proceed-
ings currently taking place 
in the case of Indian Naval 
Commander Kulbhushan 
Sudhir Jadhav.
It is evident that by casting 
aspersions on the Indian 
High Commission’s own 
legal Counsel, the Indian 
government is looking for 
an escape from the legal 
proceedings in Commander 
Jadhav case.
The Government of India is 
reminded that in pursuance 
of the judgment of Interna-
tional Court of Justice (ICJ), 
Pakistan had invited the Indi-
an High Commission to meet 
with Commander Jadhav and 
appoint a lawyer on his be-
half so that proceedings to 
review and reconsider Com-
mander Jadhav’s conviction 
could commence.

China to 
expand 
weather 
program
web DeSk

BEIJING: China this week 
revealed plans to drastical-
ly expand an experimental 
weather modification pro-
gram to cover an area of 
over 5.5 million square kilo-
meters (2.1 million square 
miles) -- more than 1.5 times 
the total size of India.
According to a statement 
from the State Council, 
China will have a “devel-
oped weather modification 
system” by 2025, thanks 
to breakthroughs in funda-
mental research and key 
technologies, as well as 
improvements in “compre-
hensive prevention against 
safety risks.”

Pak reports 
55 deaths by 
coronavirus

AbiD rAzA

LAHORE: Pakistan has 
reported 55 deaths in the 
last 24 hours by novel coro-
navirus as the number of 
positive cases has surged 
to 410,072. The nationwide 
tally of fatalities has jumped 
to 8,260 on Friday. Accord-
ing to the latest figures by 
the National Command and 
Operation Center (NCOC), 
3,262 persons tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 in the 
past 24 hours.
Sindh remains the worst-hit 
province by the pandemic in 
terms of cases followed by 
Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa and Balochistan. Punjab 
has overtaken Sindh in most 
number of casualties.
Till now 179,240 coronavi-
rus cases have been con-
firmed in Sindh, 121,753 in 
Punjab, 48,264 in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, 17,333 in Ba-
lochistan, 31,639 in Islama-
bad, 7,151 in Azad Kashmir 
and 4,692 in Gilgit-Balti-
stan. Furthermore 3,115 
individuals have lost their 
lives to the epidemic in Pun-
jab, 2,983 in Sindh, 1,389 in 
KP, 169 in Balochistan, 332 
in Islamabad, 174 in Azad 
Kashmir and 98 in GB.

Australia 
has new CG 

in Sindh
AthAr Sufi / DNA

KARACHI: The Australian 
Government has appointed 
Jahanzeb Awan as its new 
Honorary Consul in Karachi, 
with consular jurisdiction 
over the Province of Sindh.
Barrister Jahanzeb Awan, 
Advocate Supreme Court 
of Pakistan, is a partner 
and head of litigation at a 
law firm in Pakistan and 
specializes in civil, com-
mercial, constitutional and 
tax matters and appears 
before the Supreme Court 
of Pakistan and the High 
Courts of Sindh, Lahore, 
Islamabad and Peshawar. 
Mr Awan also serves on 
the board of various char-
itable organizations.   

Ms. Wada gets 
Japanese FM award 
Ms. Wada is a Japanese national 

and resides in the KP  
province of Pakistan

 

ShujAAt hAmzA / DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan has 
announced to award the Japanese Foreign Minister’s Com-
mendations for FY 2020 to Ms. Wada Akiko, President of 
Rumbur Development Welfare & Conservation Society in 
recognition of her significant contribution towards the pro-
motion of mutual understanding between Japan and Paki-
stan. Ms. Wada is a Japanese national and resides in the KP 
province of Pakistan.  Every year, the Foreign Minister’s 
Commendations are awarded to individuals and groups with 
outstanding achievements in international fields, in order 
to acknowledge their contributions to the promotion of 
friendship between Japan and other countries and areas. 
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PM Imran urges 
masses to use 
citizen portal

khAyAm AbbASi / DNA
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran 
Khan said Friday that the Pakistan Citizen 
Portal was a step towards empowering the 
people of the country.  “You saw that 3 
million people made use of the Pakistan 
Citizen Portal,” said the premier, praising 
the initiative.  PM Imran Khan said that 
the portal was instrumental in pointing 
out which government departments were 
providing services to people and highlight-
ed those that were not. 
“What did this reveal? It revealed that in 
Pakistan, the local government system is 
not functioning at all,” he said. “Insha’Al-
lah, we are about to bring a new local gov-
ernment system in the country which will 
bring about a revolution.”

Shibli lauds 
PM speech 

at UN
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for 
Information 
and Broad-
casting Sen-
ator Shibli 
Faraz on 

Friday said that proposing 
a ten point agenda to the 
world to cope with COV-
ID-19 speaks volume about 
the leadership qualities 
of Prime Minister Imran 
Khan. In his latest tweets 
on Friday, he said the 
prime minister in fact has 
proved himself as a voice 
of the poor by demanding 
in unambiguous terms 
establishment of five hun-
dred billion rupees fund 
and cancellation of loans of 
the poor countries as well 
as recovery of plundered 
amount from the corrupt 
politicians and criminals.

Briefs Coronavirus 
is worst 

global crisis

ANSAr m bhAtti / DNA

ISLAMABAD:: Prime Minister (PM) Imran 
Khan has said that the coronavirus pan-
demic has claimed the highest number of 
lives after World War-II and termed it as the 
most serious global crisis. He was virtually 
addressing the UN General Assembly’s two-
day special session on the response to the 
deadly coronavirus pandemic and forge a 
united path forward to better recovery, in-
cluding access to a vaccine.
PM Imran Khan said the only way we can 
have the fiscal space to maintain and revive 
growth is through access to additional liquid-
ity. Underlining the need for reforming the 
international financial architecture, he called 
for building an inclusive and equitable debt 
management mechanism, constructing a 
democratic and SDG-focused trading system, 
and installing a fair international tax regime.
Besides, the premier also proposed conces-
sional financing to lower income countries 
through multilateral development banks; pro-
vision of loans at lower costs, mobilizing 100 
billion US dollars per year for climate action 
in developing countries, and halting of illicit fi-
nancial outflows from developing to rich coun-
tries. Alluding to the effects of the pandemic, 
the Prime Minister said the Covid-19 pandem-
ic has infected nearly 65 million people and 
killed sadly close to 1.5 million. He expressed 
hope that whenever the vaccine is available, it 
must be offered to everyone.
He said we provided a relief package of 

around 8 billion dollars to support the poor 
and to keep the economy afloat during the 
pandemic. He proposed a ten-point agenda 
for urgent action, which called for; Debt sus-
pension till the end of the pandemic for low 
income and most stressed countries. Cancel-
lation of debt of least developed countries. 

Continued on Page 06

The only way we can have the fiscal 
space to maintain and revive growth is 
through access to additional liquidity

Saturday, December 05, 2020

A sister publication of CENTRELINE & DNA News Agency ISLAMABAD EDITIONwww.islamabadpost.com.pkSoon From   LAHORE & KARACHI

UK sets new climate 
target ahead of 
UN Summit

TI Pakistan, WEF 
laud NAB’s anti 
corruption efforts

Price Rs. 20Pakistan’s First And Only Diplomatic Daily

IslamabadPOST
Detailed News On Page-01 Detailed News On Page-03 Detailed News On Page-01

Shibli Faraz 
lauds PM Khan 
speech at UN

New plan aims for at least 68% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by the end of the 
decade, compared to 1990 levels

CPEC to modernise 
Pakistan’s economy: Moin
Ambassador Moin praised China’s positive economic 
growth, which he said was reflective of its effective 
pandemic control and prudent economic policies

DNA

BEIJING: China Paki-
stan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC), as one of its most 
prominent and successful 
flagship project of the Belt 
and Road Initiative, had 
laid a sound foundation for 
modernization of Pakistan’s 
economy. This was stated 
by Pakistan's ambassador 
Moin ul Haque while ad-
dressing opening ceremony 
of the 11th International In-
frastructure Investment and 
Construction Forum (IIICF) 
in Macao, says a report pub-

lished by China Economic 
Net (CEN) on Friday.
“In the next phase, the con-
vergence of traditional and 
digital infrastructure would 
be essential for unleashing 
the potential for growth in 
diverse areas such as agri-
culture, science and tech-
nology, industrial relocation 
and vocational training”, the 
Ambassador said.
CPEC’s growth and success 
had highlighted the central-
ity of modernizing infra-
structure to achieve the sus-
tainable development goals. 
The Ambassador called on 
enterprises and private cap-

ital to play a greater role in 
enhancing international con-
nectivity alongside govern-
ments, financial institutions 
and MDBs. At the invitation 
of the China International 
Contractors Association 
(CHINCA), Ambassador 
Moin ul Haque participated 
in the opening ceremony 
and spoke on the theme of 
“Challenges and Opportuni-
ties: Outlook on Internation-
al Infrastructure Develop-
ment in post-COVID-19 era”.
Ambassador Moin praised 
China’s positive economic 
growth, which he said was 
reflective of its effective 
pandemic control and pru-
dent economic policies.
He expressed confidence 
that China would continue 
to drive global economic 
growth and recovery after 
the pandemic. The Am-
bassador noted that the 
COVID-19 pandemic had 
changed the modes of life 
and work, and new modes 
of infrastructure invest-
ment would play a key role 
in post-pandemic recovery.

Rohingya refugees 
shifted to Bangladesh

BANGLADESH: Some 1,600 Rohingya refugees have 
been shifted to the remote island of Bhasan Char in 
the Bay of Bengal. According to human rights groups, 
many people were not willing to relocate and were 
forced to move, BBC reported Friday.
Bangladesh, however, maintains that all the refugees 
willingly moved to the island and no one was coerced 
to do so. According to the government, relocating 
some of the refugees to Bhasan Char will ease the 
overcrowding in camps that house more than 1 mil-
lion Rohingya, a Muslim minority group that fled My-
anmar to escape persecution.  – DNA

The offices of daily 
Islamabad POST shall 
remain closed on Saturday 
on account of weekly off 
therefore there will be no 
newspaper on Sunday.

– Editor

Holiday Notice
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Govt to 
discontinue 

Rs25,000 
prize bonds

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The federal 
government has decided to 
discontinue Rs25,000 de-
nomination prize bonds.
The move is aimed at ad-
dressing concerns of the 
Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) that has put Paki-
stan on its grey list over re-
ported failure to check mon-
ey laundering and terror 
financing. In the first phase, 
the Rs25,000 denomination 
bonds will be converted into 
premium bonds with their 
registration to start by De-
cember-end. Afterward, the 
Rs15,000 and Rs7,000 de-
nomination prize bonds will 
be registered.
The sources said that bond 
holders will have to submit 
a copy of their CNIC and 
fill a form to be provided by 
the State Bank of Pakistan 
(SBP) for encashment of 
their bonds. The prize on 
all types of denominations 
will not be given in cash but 
transferred to bond holders’ 
account. Earlier, the gov-
ernment had discontinued 
Rs40,000 denomination prize 
bonds to check the practice 
of parking of ill-gotten money 
through these bonds in line 
with the Paris-based global 
watchdog’s guidelines.

PIMA calls 
for ban on 
all public 

gatherings 
DNA

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Is-
lamic Medical Association 
(PIMA) on Friday recom-
mended banning public gath-
erings amid a sharp increase 
in the number of coronavirus 
cases. The PIMA leaders ob-
served that the masses are 
not taking the second wave of 
the COVID-19 seriously and 
demanded to declare wearing 
face masks mandatory.
“Fine should be slapped over 
masses roaming at public 
places without face masks.” 
The association also demand-
ed of the government to re-
duce business hours and slap 
a complete ban over holding 
public gatherings, rallies, and 
other mass gatherings amid 
coronavirus outbreak.
They regretted that despite 
calling them front line work-
ers in the fight against the 
pandemic, they are not being 
provided the due equipment. 
On November 17, Jamiat Ul-
ema-i-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) chief 
Maulana Fazlur Rehman had 
rejected a ban imposed by the 
federal government on public 
gatherings in the country 
amid rising COVID-19 cases.
“We reject a ban on public 
gatherings in the guise of 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
they would be held as per 
schedule,” the JUI-F chief 
had said. He had said that it 
is not a government formed 
from the public mandate 
and therefore they would 
not hold any sort of negoti-
ations with them. “We also 
reject the results of the Gilgit 
Baltistan elections,” Maulana 
Fazlur Rehman said.

2nd wave of 
virus needs 

prudent 
handling 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: With the emer-
gence of the second wave of 
the novel Coronavirus, the 
country may face serious 
health-governance challenges 
at both policy and implemen-
tation level that, if not ad-
dressed, might jeopardise and 
reverse the gains made in the 
first phase of the fight against 
the pandemic. The first 
monthly COVID-19 response 
monitoring report, released by 
the Trust for Democratic Edu-
cation and Accountability-Free 
and Fair Election Network 
(TDEA-FAFEN), observed an 
increase in the number of new 
confirmed cases from 313,431 
to 333,970 and 324 deaths (ris-
ing from 6,499 to 6,823 dead) 
during October, 2020. This 
report is based on the data col-
lected through stakeholders’ 
surveys and direct observation 
of enumerators deployed in 20 
project districts.
The sense of urgency for a 
more serious and focused re-
sponse by the government is 
not only dictated by the ram-
pant increase in infections but 
also by the state of critical fac-
tors such as limited infrastruc-
tural capacity at the district lev-
el, need for capacity building of 
first-line responders, as well as 
stakeholders like members 
of civil society organisations 
(CSOs) and journalists.

President Arif Alvi for 
financial inclusion of PWDs

DNA

ISLAMABAD: President Dr 
Arif Alvi has underscored the 
need for financial inclusion of 
the Persons with Disabilities 
(PWDs) enabling them to play 
their role in the socio-economic 
development of the country.
He said that it was essential to 
bring differently-abled people 
(DAPs) into the mainstream and 
empower them economically. 
He expressed these views while 
chairing a meeting on financial in-
clusion of PWDs, at Aiwan-e-Sadr 
Friday.  The meeting was attend-
ed by SAPM on Poverty Allevia-

tion and Social Safety (PASS), Dr 
Sania Nishtar, Governor State 
Bank of Pakistan (SBP), Dr Reza 
Baqir, Chairman Pakistan Banks 
Association (PBA)/President 
Habib Bank Limited (HBL), Mr 
Muhammad Aurangzeb and the 
CEOs/Presidents of 27 leading 
banks of the country also partic-
ipated via video-link.
Addressing the meeting, the 
President stated that DAPs were 
a vulnerable segment and it was 
the collective responsibility of 
society to work for their facilita-
tion and economic welfare. He 
emphasized the need to enhance 
financial inclusion of DAPs and 
improving the accessibility infra-

structure for them.
SAPM on PASS, Dr Sania Nishtar 
apprised the meeting of the meas-
ures taken for the uplift of DAPs 
under Ehsaas Program. Gover-
nor SBP, Reza Baqir, briefed the 
meeting about the compliance 
status of the decisions taken in 
the previous meeting held with 
CEOs/Presidents of banks in Feb-
ruary 2020. He highlighted the 
initiatives taken by SBP for the 
welfare and facilitation of DAPs.
He remarked that SBP had made 
it mandatory for all banks/Mi-
cro-Finance Banks to construct 
ramps and ensure accessible 
banking infrastructure for PWDs. 
He said that SBP had allocated 

targets to banks with regard to 
refinance schemes and had also 
instructed them to ensure the 
construction of ramps at the en-
trance points of banks within a 
period of 2 years.
He apprised that a Working 
Group to be comprised of repre-
sentatives of banks, SECP and 
PWDs would be constituted to 
make recommendations for the 
economic empowerment and 
well-being of PWDs.
President HBL/Chairman PBA, 
Muhammad Aurangzeb, updated 
the meeting about the steps tak-
en for the facilitation of DAPs. 
He informed that 525 branches 
with accessible infrastructure 

had been completed while 1100 
PWDs had been provided finan-
cial assistance and 151 Talking 
ATMs were installed throughout 
the country. The CEOs/Presi-
dents assured that they would 
continue to support the efforts 
for the facilitation and financial 
inclusion of DAPs.
The President appreciated the 
measures taken by the Central 
Bank and other commercial 
banks of the country for the facil-
itation and economic well-being 
of PWDs. He underlined the need 
for creating awareness among 
the DAPs about the refinance 
schemes and other facilities be-
ing offered by banks. 

Punjab 
records 670 
fresh virus 

cases
DNA

LAHORE : The coronavirus 
claimed 24 more lives in Pun-
jab during the past 24 hours, 
taking the provincial death toll 
from the disease to 3,115.
According to a spokesperson 
for the Primary and Second-
ary Health Department, 670 
fresh infections detected dur-
ing this period, pushing the 
total number of cases thus far 
reported across the province 
to 121,753. Of the total fresh 
cases, 301 were detected in 
Lahore and 71 in Rawalpindi, 
the health department said. 
Fifty-five more people died of 
the coronavirus in the coun-
try over the last 24 hours, 
according to the National 
Command and Operation Cen-
tre (NCOC). According to the 
latest statistics, 3,262 tested 
positive for COVID-19 during 
the last 24 hours after the 
tests of 44,627 people. The fig-
ure of patients recovered from 
the virus has reached 350,305. 
There are now 51,507 active 
cases in the country. 

SPI in 
single digit

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Planning and Devel-
opment Asad Umar said on 
Friday that the Sensitive Price 
Index (SPI) recorded another 
decrease of 0.23 per cent this 
week. In a Twitter message, 
Asad Umar said that the sug-
ar price reduced sharply by 
7.5 per cent this week after 
a decline of nearly 5 per cent 
last week. He said that the 
reduction in the inflation rate 
has been sustained now for 
the past several weeks with 
SPI consistently in single digit. 
Earlier on Wednesday, Prime 
Minister Imran Khan had said 
that the ex-mill price of sugar 
came down by Rs20 per kilo-
gram in 20 days due to the 
government’s effective inter-
vention in the matter.
Taking to Twitter, PM Khan 
said the distribution of import-
ed sugar at control rates and 
timely start of the crushing 
season was also ensured. “Dis-
tribution of imported sugar at 
control rates and timely start 
of crushing season also en-
sured. I have asked provinces 
to ensure fair and swift cane pay-
ments are made to farmers,” he 
wrote on his official Twitter han-
dle. The premier has also asked 
provinces to ensure fair and 
swift cane payments to farmers. 
It may be noted that the sugar 
prices in the country have wit-
nessed a decline in wholesale 
and retail markets.

CS: GO 
tournament 

comes to 
Pakistan

DNA
LAHORE: The Internation-
al Counter Strike: Global 
Offensive (CS:GO) tourna-
ment Red Bull Flick, the 
first-ever 2v2 tournament, 
is finally launched in Paki-
stan, bringing in a brand-
new game mode to the 
Pakistani amateur and pro-
fessional players. The player 
registration period continues 
from Dec. 3 to Dec. 11, 2020. 
The tournament will officially 
begin on Dec 12 and go on un-
til Dec. 19, 2020. Registered 
players will fight for the top 8 
spots in the two online qualifi-
ers and the winners from each 
one will battle in the national 
finals on Dec. 26, 2020.
Red Bull Flick not only offers 
the CS:GO amateur and pro 
gamer a chance to play in the 
first-ever 2v2 tournament, 
but also provides them with 
five brand new maps and a 
new game mode with a suite 
of unique settings and game 
mechanics to keep the com-
petition varied. The maps are 
titled Castle, Garden, Speed-
way, Matrix, and Himalaya, 
and are available to play on 
Steam. Meanwhile, the unique 
game mode ‘Hold The Flag’ in 
Red Bull Flick will allow the 
players to face off in a King-of-
the-Hill style match-up where 
the pairs will have hold and de-
fend the flag on the new maps 
for45 seconds. The Red Bull 
Flick Grand Final Winners will 
bag a grand prize, which will 
be kept a secret until right be-
fore the national finals. Watch 
out for the big reveal or you 
might miss it. Renowned gam-
ing personalities and CS pros 
including PokemoN, Soulm8, 
and Hsb are all set to experi-
ence a face-off under the Hold 
the Flag Spot. “Providing an in-
ternational opportunity for Pa-
kistani gamers is rarely seen 
before,” said Saad Ahmed, 
one of Pakistan’s top CS:GO 
players popularly known by his 
game-name ‘PokemoN’.

Saturday, December 05, 2020
IslamabadPOST

Addressing the meeting, the President stated that DAPs were a vulnerable segment and it was 
the collective responsibility of society to work for their facilitation and economic welfare

Govt approaches 
Gavi to make 

coronavirus vaccine 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry 
of National Health Services 
will submit an application to 
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, 
to make the coronavirus 
vaccine available in Paki-
stan. A spokesperson for 
the Ministry of Health said 
the government will apply 
to COVAX, the vaccines 
pillar of the Access to COV-
ID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelera-
tor, that GAVI is co-leading.
The COVAX facility is a 
global collaboration to 
speed up the development, 
production and access to 
COVID-19 tests, treatments 
and vaccines. GAVI started 
accepting applications for 
the availability of vaccines 
on November 17.

The health ministry said 
the recommendations of 
the Special Working Group 
on improving immunity 
of citizens have also been 
approved. They were ap-
proved in a meeting of the 
coordination committee 
chaired by PM’s aide on 
health Dr Faisal Sultan.
Dr Sultan said the govern-
ment is making efforts to 
ensure safe and effective 
vaccines as soon as possible 
and protection of healthcare 
workers fighting on the front-
line in the fight against coro-
navirus. Pakistan has so far 
recorded 410,072 COVID-19 
cases and 8,260 deaths. On 
Friday 3,262 new cases were 
reported and 55 new deaths. 
The number of people who 
have recovered from the vi-
rus has reached 350,305. 

PARC, WFP join hands for promotion of agriculture 
A delegation of World Food Programme led by its Senior Program Policy Officer, Ms. Manuela Reinfeld 
visited PARC-AZRI, Umerkot and discussed the areas of mutual collaboration in order to promote the 

agriculture sector in desert areas for food safety and security of people living in these areas

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Ag-
riculture Research Coun-
cil (PARC) and World Food 
Programme (WFP) here on 
Tuesday reiterated their re-
solve for working together 
and strengthening bilateral 
cooperation to develop and 
promote agriculture and live-
stock sectors in desert areas 
of Pakistan.
Consensus to this effect was 

shown in a meeting of WFP 
and PARC Arid Zone Research 
Institute Umerkot, sindh, said 
a press release.
A delegation of World Food 
Programme led by its Sen-
ior Program Policy Officer, 
Ms. Manuela Reinfeld visit-
ed PARC-AZRI, Umerkot and 
discussed the areas of mutual 
collaboration in order to pro-
mote the agriculture sector 
in desert areas for food safety 
and security of people living 
in these areas.

Director General PARC-
SARC, Dr. Attaullah Khan 
along with other high offi-
cials were also present in 
the meeting and apprised 
delegation about the search 
activities conducted in the 
institute. While, briefing 
about the on-going activities 
and future prospects of PARC 
sub-station, Dr Attaullah Khan 
told the WFP delegation, that 
PARC AZRI Umerkot was 
working on the reclamation of 
desert areas of Pakistan.

To eliminate drought and turn-
ing the barren deserts into 
grasslands, PARC in collabora-
tion with the international de-
velopment partners and donor 
agencies replicating success-
ful agriculture and livestock 
models. These models helped 
to create livelihood oppor-
tunities to the communities 
living in these areas, besides 
providing them food for daily 
consumption, he added.
The delegation also reviewed 
the research and development 

activities carried out by the 
research institute and its im-
pact on local communities.
They took keenly interest in 
models being developed in-
cluded fish farming model, 
kitchen gardening, advanced 
Irrigation and bio-gas plant. 
While appreciating the efforts 
of researchers and scientists, 
WFP delegation expressed 
their interest to enhance 
bilateral cooperation with 
PARC to promote livestock 
and agriculture sectors.

LAHORE: Special assistant to chief minister Punjab, Dr. Firdous Ashiq Awan 
addressing meet the press at Lahore press club. – DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan chairing the meeting on mobile manufactuing policy in Islambad. – DNA

UBG launches campaign 
for FPCCI election

DNA

LAHORE:  The United Busi-
ness Group  (UBG), the larg-
est alliance of chambers and 
associations in the country,-
Friday launched aggressive 
3rd round of campaign to 
muster support from voters 
in the forthcoming annual 
election of Federation of 
Pakistan Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry.
UBG Chairman and veteran 
trade leader Iftikhar Ali Ma-
lik while addressing the UBG 
panel contesting the federa-
tion election said 90 percent 
voters from Punjab and KPK 

have announced publicly 
their full fledged support to 
UBG   during two successful 
rounds of campaigns at Pe-
shawar,Mardan,Islamabad,-
Sialkot,Faisalabad, Multan 
Lahore regions which speaks 
of the overwhelming popu-
larity of the group.
Presidential candidate  
Khalid Tawab said that UBG 
will sweep election as major 
chunk of chambers and as-
sociations in Sindh and Ba-
louchistan have also reposed 
full confidence in prudent 
policies of  UBG under the 
leadership of SM Muneer 
and Iftikhar Ali Malik across 
the country.He said that he 

will take all stakeholders into 
confidence while framing 
proposals and recommen-
dations for submission to 
government. He said in 3rd 
round, chambers and associ-
ations in Karachi,Sindh and 
Balouchistan will be focused 
and during fourth final round 
all provincial headquarters 
will be visited. He said that 
Sindh and Balouchistan trad-
ers,chambers and associa-
tions have already expressed 
solidarity with UBG delega-
tion headed by SM Muneer.
Candidate for Vice Pres-
ident from Punjab seat 
Almas Hyder who is also 
former President Lahore 

Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry informed the 
participants that he also 
personally visited separate-
ly all major cities of the 
Punjab and met the voters 
to have first hand informa-
tion about their genuine 
problems being confronted 
by them since long. He said 
he assured them all their 
support to them if voted to 
power. He announced that 
after coming into power, he 
will hold  two convention 
of all chambers and affiliat-
ed associations to address 
their problems mainly 
aimed at boosting econom-
ic activities in the province.

DNA

ISLAMABAD: National As-
sembly Speaker AsadQaiser 
Friday said timely comple-
tion of CPEC related pro-
jects in Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa (KP) would open new 
avenues of prosperity and 
economic stability all over 
the country.
The speaker made these 
remarks while chairing a 
high-level meeting, held at 
the Parliament House to 
review progress on China 
Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) related projects 

in KP, said a news release. 
He asked the departments 
concerned to strive for ear-
ly and timely completion of 
CPEC related projects in 
the province.
The meeting was told that 
Rashakai Economic Zone 
would be inaugurated soon. 
Moreover, matters pertain-
ing to Dera Ismail Khan 
Economic Zone came un-
der discussion. Transfor-
mation of the Dera Ismail 
Khan Economic Zone into 
a special industrial zone 
and the Peshawar Circular 
Railway projects were also 
discussed in detail.

CPEC projects to 
bring prosperity 

in KP: Qaiser
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“Violence agianst 
Women” to be 
held on Dec 6

Multi dimensional event was 
being arranged in accordance 

with 16 days of Women Activism, 
to create awareness to sensitize 
women about their due rights 

being affected in domestic 
violence as majority of them was 

unaware of their basic rights
ISLAMABAD: Nomad art Gallery will hold an art exhibi-
tion themed “Violence against women, Empowerment and 
the way forward” on December 6. In collaboration with 
Shanaakht Trust, they will be featuring different events 
including Art exhibition, music, readings, mural paintings, 
mime, live art, crafts display and various performances.            
Multi dimensional event was being arranged in accordance 
with 16 days of Women Activism, to create awareness to sensi-
tize women about their due rights being affected in domestic 
violence as majority of them was unaware of their basic rights. 
According to an official, various artist will participate including 
Ibrar Ahmed, Abbas Shah, Ahmed Habib, Farrah Mahmood, 
Masood A Khan, Riffat Khatak, Saima Aslam, Samreen Asif, 
Samina A. Akhtar, Sumera Javed, Sayed Irfan and Zia Zaidi. 
He said that musicians and artist will mesmerize the audience 
with their spell bounding performances. Theme based paint-
ings will be displayed including crafts work.  There was dire 
need to educate women regarding their fundamental rights to 
protect them from physical violence, he stated. – APP
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Briefs
National 

voters 
day to be 
observed 
on Dec 7

ISLAMABAD: National Vot-
ers’ Day will be observed 
across the country on De-
cember 7 to create aware-
ness about importance of 
registration as voters.
The day is celebrated in 
commemoration of first gen-
eral elections of Pakistan 
held on December 7, 1970. 
On this day in 1970, voting 
took place in 300 constitu-
encies of National Assembly 
on general enfranchisement 
of the Unicameral Parlia-
ment of Pakistan.
The primary purpose of 
commemorating the day is 
to create awareness among 
the general public with re-
gard to importance of vote 
and inclusion of all seg-
ments of the society in elec-
toral process.
The main event in this re-
gard will be held at Election 
Commission of Pakistan Sec-
retariat in Islamabad. Chief 
Election Commissioner will 
address the main event. 
Events in this regard will also 
take place at the Provincial 
Offices of the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan. COV-
ID-19 SOPs will be observed 
at all the events to be organ-
ized by the ECP. – APP

‘COVID-19 
cases 

increasing’
RAWALPINDI: Deputy 
Commissioner Capt (R) An-
war Ul Haq Friday said that 
the second wave of COV-
ID-19 pandemic was more 
deadly as compared to the 
previous one in the country, 
the number of coronavirus 
patients were increasing 
rapidly in the district. 
Chairing a meeting to re-
view anti-coronavirus ar-
rangements here at his of-
fice, he directed the officials 
to ensure implementation 
of C virus SOPs at public 
places.  He said that if  want 
to defeat the COVID-19,we 
must follow the SOPs re-
garding it including wearing 
of face masks, maintaining 
social distance and by avoid-
ing crowded places.
On the occasion, the health 
officials briefed the DC that 
131 more people had be-
come its victims during the 
last 24 hours out of which 
128 were reported from 
Rawalpindi district while 3 
belonged to other districts.
He briefed that 23 cases 
were reported from Poto-
har town, 23 Rawalpindi 
Cantt,59 Rawal town,7 Gu-
jar khan ,3 taxila ,3 Murree, 
and 10 from  Kahuta .
Resently 24 patients were 
admitted in Holy family Hos-
pital,14 Benazir Bhutto Hos-
pital,27 Institute of Urology 
and 3 in the Hearts interna-
tional hospital who were be-
ing provided the best health 
care facilities,he added.
The official briefed that 5 
people were died due to 
this deadly virus during 
last 24 hours. – APP

Govt releases 
Rs. 1.78 bln 
for textile 

sector 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to 
Prime Minister for Com-
merce and Investment, Ab-
dul Razak Dawood on Friday 
said that the government 
has released Rs. 1.78 bil-
lion for textile sector under 
Drawback of Local Taxes 
and Levy (DLTL) scheme.
“I hope this will resolve the 
liquidity issues of our ex-
porters and enable them to 
enhance exports” the advis-
er said this in a tweet. The 
DLTL for non-textile sec-
tor would also be released 
shortly, he added.
“I am happy to share that 
export of animal casings 
from Pakistan to Japan has 
resumed after a ban of four 
years,” he added while com-
mending the efforts made 
by country’s trade section 
at Tokyo. “I advise our trade 
missions to actively engage 
the importers for promotion 
of Pakistan’s exports. “I urge 
the exporters to take benefit 
of this opportunity and move 
full speed ahead,” Razak said.
The Adviser to PM hailed 
the significant growth ob-
served in country’s export 
in different sectors for the 
months of November 2020.

ISLAMABAD: Federal Ombudsman Kashmala Tariq attended a luncheon meeting with ambassador of Denmark to Pakistan, 
Lis Rosenholm and discussed issues regarding gender equality, harassment and fight for women rights. – DNA

TI Pakistan, WEF laud NAB’s 
anti corruption efforts

Transparency International Pakistan has been working with NAB since 2000,  
on awareness and preventive efforts to eradicate corruption, and has held  
many workshops, trainings, and seminars, especially on NAB’s interaction  
with business community and bureaucrats, assisting in NACS, UNCAC etc

ShAheeN hANif / DNA

ISLAMABAD: Justice (RETD) 
Javed Iqbal, Chairman NAB has 
chaired a meeting to review 
overall performance of NAB at 
NAB headquarters.
He said that Transparency Inter-
national (TI) Pakistan and world 
Economic Forum have appreci-
ated NAB’s overall performance 
in eradication of corruption and 
corrupt practices especially the 
report of Transparency Interna-
tional Pakistan issued on July 30, 
2020 in which Mr. Sohail Muzaf-
far Chairman Transparency Inter-
national (TI) Pakistan has stated 
that NAB under the leadership of 
Honorable Mr. Justice Javed Iqbal, 
Chairman NAB, anti-corruption 
drive has resulted in an excellent 
impact much needed since its in-

ception, and NAB has so far made 
recovery of Rs 466 Billion which is 
a remarkable achievement.
Transparency International Paki-
stan has been working with NAB 
since 2000, on awareness and pre-
ventive efforts to eradicate corrup-
tion, and has held many workshops, 
trainings, and seminars, especially 
on NAB’s interaction with business 
community and bureaucrats, assist-
ing in NACS, UNCAC etc.
Honorable Justice Javed Iqbal, 
Chairman NAB said that NAB is 
determined to eradicate corrup-
tion in all its forms and manifesta-
tions as corruption is the mother 
of all evils. In order to further im-
prove the quality of inquiries and 
investigations on the basis of solid 
and documentary evidence, NAB 
has started combine investigation 
Team (CIT) system in order to con-
duct inquiries and investigations 

comprising of one senior investi-
gation officer, one junior Investi-
gation officer, Additional Director 
investigation as case officer, legal 
counsel, financial expert, land rev-
enue expert and forensic expert 
under the supervision of Director 
and DG concerned to benefit from 
collective wisdom. NAB has estab-
lished its own Pakistan Training 
and Research Academy in which 

specialized training has been 
started to impart investigation 
officers as well as Prosecutors of-
ficers on modern lines in order to 
conduct investigations of cases of 
money laundering and white collar 
crime cases. 
NAB has also established Anti Mon-
ey Laundering Cell in NAB head-
quarters as well as witness handling 
cells in all the regions to improve 
the standard and quality of investi-
gations as per law. NAB is regularly 
reviewing the performance of NAB 
through computer based specially 
devised state of art monitoring and 
evaluation systems but also physi-
cally inspecting through Chairman 
NAB’s Inspection and Monitoring 
Team (CIMT) to further review 
overall performance of NAB. 
On the instructions of Chairman 
NAB, Special complaint cells have 
been established in NAB Head-

quarters and all bureaus to listen 
to the complaints of the business 
community as NAB has great re-
gard for the business community 
which play a vital role in the devel-
opment of the country. Moreover, 
Honorable Hussain Asghar, Depu-
ty Chairman NAB has life long ex-
perience in investigation of white 
collar crime cases.
Similarly, Zahir Shah, DG Opera-
tions NAB and all DGs of Regional 
Bureaus of NAB are working very 
hard to ensure conduct of com-
plaint verifications, inquiries and 
Investigations in an analytical way 
in order to overcome the short-
coming if any well in time. NAB in-
tends to incorporate experienced 
legal counsel, prosecutors, deputy 
prosecutors and additional prose-
cutor general in its legal team in 
order to have vigorous prosecu-
tion of the Honorable Courts.

Mandviwalla 
granted bail 
in NAB case

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad High Court (IHC) on 
Friday granted pre-arrest 
bail to Deputy Chairman 
Senate Saleem Mandvi-
walla and his alleged front 
man Tariq Mehmood in a 
NAB investigation. 
The court accepted the 
bail against Rs 0.5 millions 
surety bonds each and 
served notices to the anti 
graft body for submission of 
comments. A division bench 
comprising Justice Aamer 
Farooq and Justice Ghulam 
Azam Qambrani conducted 
hearing on interim bail peti-
tions of the two accused.

Death 
anniversary 
of Aziz Mian 

DNA
RAWALPINDI: Punjab 
Council of the Arts will 
arrange a ceremony to ob-
serve 20th death anniversa-
ry of legend Aziz Mian Qaw-
wal on 6th December 2020 
at 6 pm at its auditorium.
Prominent personalities 
will threw light on work 
and personality of Aziz 
Mian Qawwal while son of 
Aziz Mian Qawwal Imran 
Aziz Mian Qawwal will give 
special performance on 
the occasion.

Hearing 
against 

Pervaiz Ashraf 
adjourned 

ISLAMABAD: An Account-
ability Court (AC) on Fri-
day adjourned hearing till 
January 15, on rental pow-
er projects against former 
prime minister Raja Pervaiz 
Ashraf.  The hearing of the 
case was adjourned without 
further proceeding due to 
the leave of AC-III Judge 
Syed Asghar Ali. 
Meanwhile, AC-I Judge Mu-
hammad Bashir adjourned 
hearing against former 
chairman Ogra Toqeer 
Sadiq till December 9, with-
out any further proceeding 
due to the absence of prose-
cution witness. – APP

Three bike 
lifters arrested

RAWALPINDI: Police have 
arrested three bike lifters 
and recovered four sto-
len motorcycles, cash Rs 
21,000 and other items 
from their possession. 
According to a police 
spokesman, Morgah police 
in their crackdown against 
criminal elements, man-
aged to net two bike lifters 
namely Saleem and Ghu-
lam Ali and recovered three 
stolen motorcycles, cash 
Rs 21,000 and other items 
from their possession. He 
said, Police also recovered 
weapons and other items 
from their possession. 
He informed that a Police 
team was constituted under 
the supervision of SHO Mor-
gah which conducted a raid 
and nabbed the bike lifters.  
As per preliminary police re-
cord, the criminals were also 
involved in other crimes, 
he added.  He stated that 
other members and facilita-
tors of the bike lifter would 
also be arrested following 
preliminary investigations 
with the detainee culprits. 
Meanwhile, Banni police 
also rounded up a bike lifter 
identified as Rustam Khan 
and recovered a stolen mo-
torcycle and weapon. – APP

Prayers 
at Faisal 
mosque 

ISLAMABAD: The people 
of twin cities prayed for the 
protection against the global 
pandemic of coronavirus as 
the whole nation observed 
Youm-e-Dua on Friday here 
at Faisal Mosque.
President of Pakistan and 
Chancellor International 
Islamic University (IIUI) 
Dr Arif Alvi had already 
announced that the nation 
will observe Youm-e-Dua on 
Friday to pray to Almighty 
Allah for protection against 
coronavirus pandemic.
At Faisal Masjid, renowned 
scholar Professor Dr. Sohail 
Hassan of IIU who also led 
the Jumma prayer, prayed for 
protection of country against 
pandemic. The prayer was 
also joined by President IIU, 
Dr. Hathal Homoud Al-Otai-
bi, teachers, employees of 
the university and people of 
twin cities. – APP

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA) conducted 
operation against encroachments 
in Malpur on Friday. According 
to a press release of CDA, the 
authority conducted an operation 
against the encroachments in 
Malpur and retrieved 1600 kanal 
forest land from mafia. Land 
mafia has occupied the govern-
ment’s land at various places in 
the city since a long time. 
CDA has been conducting oper-
ations against land mafia in past 
also, but every time it happened 
that the mafia successfully got 

control on the retrieved land 
again.  This time, the authority 
conducted operation upon the 
special directions of Chairman 
CDA. The operation was con-
ducted under the supervision of 
Director General Enforcement. 
Other officials of the department 
and workers of CDA were also 
present at the occasion. 
Heavy machinery of the depart-
ment of MPO along with depart-
ment’s men power was used 
in operation against encroach-
ments.  CDA’s team faced re-
sistance from land mafia during 
the operation. Cases have been 
registered against the land ma-
fia, the PR added.

CDA removes encroachments from Malpur 
Heavy machinery of the department of MPO along with department’s men power was used  
in operation against encroachments.  CDA’s team faced resistance from land mafia during  

the operation. Cases have been registered against the land mafia, the PR added

AJK President briefs 
envoys of OIC members 

ibrAr khAN
  
ISLAMABAD: The Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) 
President Sardar Masood 
Khan along with Foreign 
Minister Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi and Foreign Sec-
retary Sohail Mehmood 
met OIC envoys based in 
Islamabad to thank them, 
on behalf of the people of 
Jammu and Kashmir, for 
OIC’s strong and unambig-
uous support to Kashmir 
cause during the OIC- CFM 
Session in Niamey.
Briefing the diplomats at 
Foreign Office, the Pres-
ident appreciated all the 
57 OIC states for firmly 
standing with the people 
of Jammu and Kashmir 
and unanimously rejecting 
the unilateral and unlawful 
actions of India in occu-
pied Kashmir, condemn-
ing attempts to change 
the demography of occu-

pied territory by settling 
non-Kashmiri Hindus in 
the disputed territory, and 
demanding withdrawal of 
all unilateral illegal actions.
“The reiteration of the 
OIC’s principled position on 
Kashmir was also reflected 
in the declaration and peo-
ple of the Jammu and Kash-
mir are thankful to all OIC’s 
countries for their steadfast 
support to their cause,”  
Khan also expressed his 
deep appreciation to Paki-
stan and member-states to 

help the representatives of 
the people of Jammu and 
Kashmir to address the OIC 
foreign ministers at Niamey 
and listen to them. 
“The adoption of an effec-
tive, strong and compre-
hensive resolution by OIC 
Foreign Ministers is the 
victory of Pakistan's prin-
cipled stand on the Kash-
mir issue, and at the same 
time, it is an important de-
velopment for the struggle 
of the Kashmiri people.
President Masood said that 

Pakistan Foreign Office 
headed by Foreign Minister 
Shah Mehmood Qureshi 
had played a key role in this 
achievement. 
The foreign ministry un-
der the leadership of FM 
Shah Mehmood Quarashi, 
he added, worked day and 
night, and turned the tide 
at the Niamey moot, getting 
the resolution approved 
and ensuring meaningful 
participation and address 
of the Kashmir delegation 
in the conference.
The State President said 
that the OIC had steadfastly 
stood by the people of Jam-
mu and Kashmir since the 
approval of its first resolu-
tion on Kashmir in 1990. He 
asserted that nine million 
Muslims of occupied Kash-
mir, who are part of the 
Muslim world, were looking 
towards the Muslim com-
munity around the world for 
the help and rescue from 
Indian tyranny.



Briefs
One dead, 

8 injured in 
Rawalpindi 
explosion 

RAWALPINDI: At least one 
person died and eight oth-
ers sustained wounds after 
a blast in a parked auto 
rickshaw at Rawalpindi’s Pir 
Wadhai bus station on Friday.
A Police spokesman informed 
that a blast took place in a 
Chingqi rickshaw which was 
parked at the bus stand, result-
antly the windows and mirrors 
of multiple shops nearby shat-
tered following the explosion.
Soon after the incident rescue 
officials rushed to the spot and 
shifted the injured identified 
as Bilal 26, Qasim 18, Abdur 
Rehman 77, Zafeer 19, Alaudin 
28, Ibrahim 19, Abdul Manan 
25, Ishaq Rehman 35 to Holy 
Family Hospital (HFH) for 
emergency treatment while 
the dead body of Muhammad 
Afzal Khan 45 was shifted 
to Benazir Bhutto Hospital 
(BBH) for legal formalities.
Spokesman said that a heavy 
contingent of police have cor-
don off the area while bomb 
disposal squad and other 
concerned law enforcement 
agencies were on the scene 
and commenced a thorough 
investigation into the incident.
The nature of the blast is still 
being determined, he said, 
however the possibility of 
terrorism could not be ruled 
out as yet, he added.

CDA conducts 
operation 

against 
encroachments

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Capital De-
velopment Authority (CDA) 
conducted operation against 
encroachments in Malpur on 
Friday. According to a press 
release of CDA, the author-
ity conducted an operation 
against the encroachments 
in Malpur and retrieved 1600 
kanal forest land from mafia. 
Land mafia has occupied the 
government’s land at various 
places in the city since a long 
time. CDA has been conduct-
ing operations against land 
mafia in past also, but every 
time it happened that the ma-
fia successfully got control 
on the retrieved land again. 
This time, the authority con-
ducted operation upon the 
special directions of Chair-
man CDA. The operation was 
conducted under the supervi-
sion of Director General En-
forcement. Other officials of 
the department and workers 
of CDA were also present at 
the occasion. 

Police launch 
search 

operation in 
Chakri

RAWALPINDI: Police on 
the special directives of City 
Police Officer (CPO) Rawal-
pindi on Friday launched a 
search operation in Chakri, 
Sehal6 and adjoining areas 
in the jurisdiction of Chontra 
Police Station, said a police 
spokesman. He informed 
that heavy police contin-
gents, Elite Force, Special 
Branch personnel and Ladies 
police under the supervision 
of SHO Chontra Police Sta-
tion conducted search opera-
tion in the area and searched 
a large number of houses 
while several persons were 
also interrogated. 

House 
burglar held, 

valuables 
recovered

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Loibher police has nabbed 
a ring leader of burglars’ 
gang involved in thefts at 
houses and recovered cash 
and gold ornaments worth 
Rs. 3.7 million from him, a 
police spokesman said.
According to details, a 
team of Loi Bher polcie 
station including ASI 
Waris nabbed a house 
burglar identified as Ali 
Raza resident of District 
Khushab and recovered 
stolen cash, gold orna-
ments worth Rs. 3.7 mil-
lion and pistol along with 
ammunition from him. 
Case has been registered 
against the nabbed person 
and further investigation 
is underway from him.
DIG (Operations) Waqar 
Uddin Syed has appreci-
ated this performance of 
Lohibher police team and 
announced cash prizes and 
commendation certificates 
for team members.

Punjab govt to facilitate 
ICCI for industrial estate 

Member 
of house 

burglaries 
gang busted

ISLAMABAD: The Lohib-
her police Friday busted a 
wanted member of house 
burglaries gang and recov-
ered cash, gold ornaments 
and weapons from him. 
According to police spokes-
man , Inspector General 
of Police (IGP) Islamabad 
Muhammad Aamir Zulfiqar 
Khan had ordered crack-
down against criminals in-
cluding those involved in 
theft. Following these or-
ders, DIG (Operations) has 
directed all zonal officers to 
accelerate their efforts to 
curb the crime in the city. 
As per the DIG directions, SP 
(Rural) Farooq Amjad Butter 
constituted a special team 
under the supervision of DSP 
Rukhsar Mehdi, including 
Station House Officer (SHO) 
Lohi Bhir Sub-Inspector Sha-
hid Zaman , ASI Waris Ali and 
others, which successfully 
busted  a wanted  member 
of a thief gang.   The accused 
identified as Ali Raza resident 
of District Khushab. – APP

Commissioner 
paid surprise 
visit to RMC

RAWALPINDI: Commis-
sioner Rawalpindi division 
Capt (R) Muhammad Me-
hmood here on Friday paid 
a surprise visit to Rawalpin-
di Metropolitan Corpora-
tion (RMC) and inspected 
the entire premises. 
He visited various offices 
and sections of RMC and 
expressed his displeasure 
over the rusted cupboards, 
broken furniture, irregular-
ities in office records and 
bad cleanliness conditions 
of kitchen and bathrooms 
there. The Commissioner 
directed the concerned offi-
cials to take special care of 
visitors and make comfort-
able seating arrangements 
for them as the salaries of 
government officials are 
paid from the taxes of the 
public. He said that the 
non-availability of comfort-
able seating in government 
offices was injustice with 
the people. He also direct-
ed the concerned officials 
to maintain up-dated office 
record and action would 
be taken on negligence in 
this regard. Chief Officer 
MC Ali Abbas Bukhari and 
other concerned officials 
were also present on the 
occasion. – APP

CDA to 
construct 
100 public 

toilets 
ISLAMABAD: Capital De-
velopment Authority (CDA) 
has started construction 
of modern toilets in major 
shopping malls, shops and 
public parks across the city, 
while existing toilets were 
also being upgraded. 
According to a press release 
of CDA, 100 toilets in the 
first phase and 15 more 
toilets in the second phase 
would be constructed. 
More toilets would be con-
structed in each sector as 
per requirement later on. 
Upgraded and new toilets 
would be leased out to pri-
vate companies for the peri-
od of 10 years, it added.
According to the details, as 
per the need and demand of 
the city and traders, the san-
itation department of CDA 
has started construction of 
toilets in all major and small 
markets, shopping malls 
and shops of the city. In this 
regard, the sanitation wing 
was constructing new toi-
lets in F-6, F-7, F-8, F-10 and 
F-11 sectors.

Police 
launches mass 

public drive
DNA

ABBOTTABAD: Hazara po-
lice, during mass public out-
reach campaign, conducted 
hundreds of meetings with 
Ulema, traders, minorities, 
public liaison committees, ed-
ucational institutions and also 
organized Open Kuthcheries 
for coordination with the peo-
ple.  The Deputy Inspector 
General (DIG) Police Haz-
ara Qazi Jameel ur Rehman 
said that public outreach 
campaign was launched 
with the objective to bridge 
the gap between the masses 
and the police department, 
this campaign has provided 
an opportunity for peace-
keeping and to highlight the 
public issues. He further 
said that during the three 
months long mass public 
outreach drive, police have 
tried to address the public 
grievances on the local level 
while conducting open kuth-
cheries and meeting with all 
stakeholders in their area. 
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ISLAMABAD: Sardar Tanveer 
Ilyas Khan, Special Assistant 
to the Chief Minister Punjab 
on Business, Investment & 
Trade Affairs and Chairman 
Punjab Board of Investment 
and Trade said that Punjab 
Government would extend all 
possible cooperation and facil-
itation to the Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry 
in its endeavours for the es-
tablishment of a new indus-
trial estatealong Rawalpindi 
Ring Road Project or in the ju-
risdiction of Punjab Province. 
He said this while talking to a 
delegation of Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry 
and Rawalpindi Development 
Authority that called on him in 
Lahore to discuss the setting 
up of industrial estate and in-
dustrial zones along the Rawal-
pindi Ring Road project.
Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan Pres-
ident Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry, Dr. 
Wasif Khursheed Secretary 
Industries, Commerce, Invest-
ment and Skills Development 
Department Government of 
Punjab, Dr. Erfa Iqbal CEO 
PBIT, Tariq Mahmood Mur-

taza Chairman and Ammara 
Khan DG RDA, Aamer Saleemi 
Chief Operating Officer FIED-
MC, Khalid Javed and Shaban 
Khalid former Presidents 
ICCI, Syed Asad Mashadi for-
mer President and Sheikh Ha-
feez former Senior Vice Pres-
ident RCCI were present in 
the meeting. Sardar Tanveer 
Ilyas Khan said that the Pun-
jab government will encourage 
and facilitate the investors for 

making investment along the 
Rawalpindi Ring Road while 
the Punjab Board of Invest-
ment will extend all possible 
assistance towards the estab-
lishment of industrial estate 
as the main objective of R3 
project was to bring progress 
and prosperity to the region 
as SEZs, cottage industry, 
business hubs, wholesalemar-
kets, theme park and other 
projects would be set up along 

this important project besides 
solving the traffic congestion 
issuesof the twin cities.
Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan, Pres-
ident, Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry ICCI 
highlighted the importance of 
a new industrial estate in Is-
lamabad region to promote in-
dustrialization as the current 
industrial zones in the federal 
capital have reached their full 
capacity due to which setting 

up new industrial units has be-
come a problem for potential 
investors of the region. He 
said that ICCI wanted to devel-
op a new industrial estate for 
Islamabad region on FIEDMC 
model in order to give boost to 
industrial activities. He laud-
ed the Punjab Government for 
initiating consultation process 
with all the stakeholders and 
added that the Ring Road pro-
ject would undoubtedly give 
boost to business and indus-
trial activities in the region. 
Tariq Mahmood Murtaza, 
Chairman RDA said that plan-
ning for industrial zones and 
commercial areas along R3 
project would be done in con-
sultation with ICCI and RCCI 
and the project will be taken 
forward with suggestions, rec-
ommendations and consulta-
tion from both Chambers.
Ammara Khan DG Rawalpindi 
Development Authority gave 
a detailed presentation about 
the proposed locationsof in-
dustrial zones on the R3 pro-
ject.The representatives of 
RCCI said that space should be 
provided for relocation of the 
wholesale market and cottage 
industry towards Rawat and 
industrial zones should be es-
tablished along the motorway.

Portal for Kafaalat beneficiaries facing failures

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Special Assis-
tant to the Prime Minister on 
Social Protection and Poverty 
Alleviation, Dr. Sania Nishtar 
Friday announced the open-
ing of a web portal to address 
complaints of Kafaalat benefi-
ciaries facing failure in biome-
tric verification.
In her tweet, the special 
assistant said “Ehsaas has 
opened a web portal com-

plaints.pass.gov.pk to ad-
dress the bio metric failure 
issue being faced by the Ka-
faalat beneficiaries while re-
ceiving their payments”. The 
Kafaalat beneficiaries facing 
bio-metric failure in receiv-
ing payments can report at 
the web portal immediately.
The payments under Kaf-
aalat program Phase-I were 
continued smoothly across 
the country, ensuring COV-
ID precautionary measures 
including maintaining social 

distancing, hand sanitization 
and setting multiple payment 
counters. Dr. Nishtar urged 
the beneficiaries to keep 
their Computerized National 
Identity Cards with them at 
the time of receiving their 
payments and receive their 
computerized receipt.
It is pertinent to mention 
here that the payments for 
July-December 2020 to the 
beneficiaries of Kafaalat pro-
gram of Ehsaas were contin-
ued across the country.

The Ehsaas Kafaalat payment 
will be made in two phases. 
The Phase-I has commenced 
under which payments would 
be made to 4.3 million wom-
en beneficiaries.
Each beneficiary will be paid 
Rs 12,000 covering the peri-
od July to December 2020. 
The combined payment for six 
months was being made.
The prime minister had 
already given approval 
to increase this number 
to seven mil l ion women 

which means seven mil l ion 
households would be bene-
f i ted from this program.
The payments to additional 
beneficiaries will be made De-
cember 2020 onwards and the 
process will be completed in 
the current fiscal year.
In Pakistan, most of the dig-
itally and financially exclud-
ed segments are destitute 
women. Ehsaas Kafaalat en-
sures financial and digital in-
clusion of deserving women 
across the country.

Sardar Tanveer Ilyas Khan said that the Punjab government will encourage and facilitate the 
investors for making investment along the Rawalpindi Ring Road while the Punjab Board of 

Investment will extend all possible assistance towards the establishment of industrial estate
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ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad 
High Court on Friday directed 
Pakistan Telecommunication 
Authority to satisfy the bench 
that the recently issued social 
media rules do not violate 
Article 19 and 19(A) of the 
Constitution of Pakistan. IHC 
Chief Justice Athar Minallah 
heard a petition filed by the 
Pakistan Bar Council challeng-
ing Removal and Blocking of 
Unlawful Online Content (Pro-
cedure, Oversight, and Safe-
guards) Rules 2020 framed 
by the PTI government under 
the Prevention of Electronic 
Crimes Act 2016 (PECA) and 
directed PTA to consider ob-
jections raised by the PBC.
During the hearing, the judge 

was irked by the PTA coun-
sel’s attempt to cite social 
media rules in place in India. 
“Do not mention India here. 
If India suppresses freedom 
of expression, will we also do 
the same?” he questioned. 
“We are very clear on the fact 
that we will not allow violation 
of fundamental rights,” he re-
marked. “Who recommended 
these rules and which author-
ity approved it?” asked the 
judge, to which the PTA coun-
sel said they sought recom-
mendations from PBC. The 
PBC counsel, on the other 
hand, pointed out that some of 
the rules violate rights granted 
by the Constitution. Justice 
Minallah observed that the 
social media rules that dis-
courage criticism also sup-
press accountability.

PTA asked to 
justify social 
media rules

The payments under Kafaalat program Phase-I were continued smoothly across the 
country, ensuring COVID precautionary measures including maintaining social 

distancing, hand sanitization and setting multiple payment counters

RAWALPINDI: Rescuers examining the site of blast in a tri-cycle rickshaw at Pirwadhai bus terminal. – DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s ambassador to Sudan, Dr. Sarfraz Ahmad Khan Sipra calls on foreign 
minister, Makhdoom Shah Mehmood Qureshi at ministry of foreign affairs. – DNA
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Forgotten virus Bureaucratic Reform

W HILE the focus for the last one year has been on 
the Covid-19 pandemic and the devastation it has 
caused on a global level, it is easy to forget that 

the HIV/AIDS problem is a very real one too for Pakistan. 
Numbers are not easy to estimate. It is, however, stated by 
UNAIDS that the figure ranges from somewhere between 
46,000 people who live with HIV/AIDS and over 200,000 
people living with the disease. The stigma that still sur-
rounds the virus is still present in our country. For this 
reason, many people do not come forward to report AIDS 
or to seek treatment for it. This worsens the situation.
The worst affected population is those who use injectable 
drugs. The finding in 2019 in Larkana of infection among over 
900 people, many of them children, pointed to the danger of 
misusing injections. The use of injections, drips and other pro-
cedures which involve the penetration of the skin with poten-
tially unsafe medical equipment is a huge factor in the spread 
of AIDS. It is this factor that should be dealt with most urgently 
by the government. Other high risk groups include transgender 
persons, men in same-sex relationships, female sexual workers 
and others also need to be made aware of the disease so that 
they can be treated. While private organizations have attempt-
ed to create some networks of people living with HIV, this is 
not sufficient. The government too needs to step in and create 
awareness about transmission modes and how to prevent the 
disease. It also needs to make drugs available to people and 
let them know that the disease can now be treated effectively 
by antiviral drugs used around the world. Currently, Pakistan 
reports 25,000 new cases of HIV/AIDS every year. This is the 
highest number in the Asia Pacific after the Philippines. Paki-
stan’s situation is then not a happy one, as was highlighted by 
advocacy groups on World AIDS Day which falls on December 
1. HIV/AIDS needs to be dealt with as a major health problem. 
Failing to take heed of it will only lead to more people becom-
ing infected. All this requires a more careful analysis and much 
greater effort to prevent the spread of the disease.

M OVING towards concluding 2020 on a positive 
note, the Civil Servants’ Efficiency and Dis-
cipline Rules has been approved by PM Im-

ran Khan. Not only would this initiative incur greater 
transparency and accountability within the system but 
it will also bring about adherence to the law, especially 
needed within the problematic operational structure of 
the Pakistani Civil Service. According to the announce-
ment made by the government, the arrangement of the 
dispersal of authority has been altered to eliminate the 
Authorised Officer and leave processes in the hands of 
the Authority and Inquiry Committee. This is positive 
because it resolves the problem of inconsistent deci-
sions about disciplinary action at lower levels. No longer 
will officers be able to get away with misdemeanours 
through experiencing negligible repercussions.
Similarly, provisions on plea bargains and voluntary re-
turns have been made so that accountability is held su-
preme under this faction of the government. Lastly, the 
rules have also set specific timelines for procedures such 
as inquiries, responding to changes and passing decisions 
on cases. This sense of urgency is especially important 
considering that often, due to an absence of a fixed time-
frame, cases remain open for years. For a body like the 
civil service, that is responsible for the day-to-day oper-
ations of the country, such a lackadaisical approach is 
unacceptable. Now, the hope is that this new regulation 
will be followed sincerely, to improve bureaucratic perfor-
mance, and will be improved upon in the future. The mat-
ter of postings, the duration of postings within a specific 
department as well as providing comprehensive reasons 
for a change in position, so as to incur a greater check 
on the government, need to be addressed sooner or later. 
However, for now, we must eagerly wait to see how the 
Efficiency and Discipline Rules pan out.

A S President-elect Joe Biden’s foreign 
policy team begins taking shape, one of 
the most-discussed topics among Middle 

Eastern analysts is the US strategy toward Iran. 
Most are expecting a return to a deal, as some 
members of Biden’s team were involved in the 
negotiations during the Obama administration. 
This echoes the hopes of European countries, 
which are eager to get a deal back in place.
It is interesting to note that the more experts 
predict that the US and Europeans will push for 
a deal with the Iranian leadership and are favora-
ble to this scenario, the more the Iranian lead-
ership plays hard to get and adds refusals and 
conditions to the way this deal should look.
On the other hand, there have been some good 
suggestions from the new US foreign policy 
team on how to avoid some of the shortfalls of 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action. Most of 
these voices suggest that, this time, any nuclear 
deal should also include an agreement on the Ira-
nian ballistic missile program, as well its inter-
ference and behavior in the region. If pursued, 
this seems like a good step — if not essential. 
The inclusion of Arab countries in the discussion 
mechanism would also be a positive and good 
suggestion, as the region needs stability among 
all its countries. However, this more comprehen-
sive and constructive agreement is something 
the Iranians do not want. They would prefer to 
“bucketize” each subject to maximize their gains. 
Mostly, they believe they can increase their con-
trol over the various countries where they are 
involved, from Lebanon to Iraq and Yemen, and 
this is mostly thanks to Hezbollah.
It is for this reason that attention toward coun-
tering Hezbollah and its illegal activities is im-
portant. Regardless of the content and nature 
of the expected US-European engagement with 
Iran, it is important to continue stopping Hezbol-
lah’s illegal activities and designate it as a terror-
ist entity globally. This is for many reasons, and 
not for Lebanon alone, but for the security of the 
Middle East and the world.
Firstly, in the same way that there has long been 
a view that the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has ex-
acerbated violence and pushed the region to ex-

tremism, one could say the same about Hezbol-
lah’s impunity in Lebanon and abroad. Indeed, if 
the Palestinian cause does not today seem to be 
the same symbol of injustice that might have once 
pushed some youths toward extremism in the 
region, it is a certainty that Hezbollah’s accept-
ance as a respectable political force by some in 
the Western media and European countries has 
pushed more Sunni youths toward extremism.
This is especially the case in countries where hu-
miliation by Hezbollah and other Iranian proxies 
has been rampant. Whether in Syria, Iraq or Leb-
anon, Hezbollah’s actions and those of its entou-
rage have been consistent in humiliating others, 
who are left to suffer and to let the wounds of in-
justice and inequality heal in silence. This is by no 
means the only reason for the rise of Daesh, but 
there is a symbiotic interaction between the two.
I am always puzzled as to what makes the Hez-
bollah model of non-state actor acceptable when 
compared to others. Even when it comes to Leb-
anese politics, how can analysts still push the 
argument of separation between its political and 
armed wings? This is all semantics. Hezbollah is 
just like Daesh or Al-Hashd Al-Shaabi: A danger-
ous non-state actor and a terrorist organization. 
Therefore, it should be treated as such. At the 
very least, this should be the focus of its regional 
and international presence.
Secondly, Hezbollah has been conducting illegal 
activities — such as drug smuggling and blood di-
amond trading — on a global level, from South 
America to Africa. Sometimes it more closely 
resembles a criminal organization than an ideo-
logical resistance movement, as it claims to be. 
This is especially true as it relies on these illegal 
activities to finance its operations. These illegal 
networks are the same ones it also uses to pre-
pare and conduct terrorist activities, adding to 
the many reasons it should be blocked.
Therefore, the US Treasury should continue its 
efforts regardless of any negotiations with Iran. 
The EU should do the same. As negotiations 
with Tehran become evident, there should be no 
appeasement of the regime through looking the 
other way when it comes to Hezbollah’s activities, 
such as what happened with Syria in the previ-

ous negotiations. This would be a big mistake. 
There should be no silence regarding Hezbollah’s 
malignant activities in Lebanon and elsewhere. 
This focused action would be a sign of US and in-
ternational strength toward getting a better and 
stronger deal with the Iranians for the benefit of 
the region. The stopping of Hezbollah should not 
be put on the negotiating table, it should be a fait 
accompli presented to the Iranians.
This organization has been a net exporter of desta-
bilization and, while sanctions are not the best solu-
tion, surrendering to Hezbollah’s diktats and vision 
for Lebanon and the Middle East is even worse. 
Therefore, when it comes to Hezbollah’s global 
activities, there should be continuous and focused 
action to stop it and weaken it. This will not only 
empower stronger negotiations, but will also create 
a new set of rules toward the Iranian regime.
I am a strong believer that Arab countries are 
looking for stability and peaceful relations 
with Iran. However, one cannot accept the cha-
os Hezbollah is bringing to Lebanon and the 
region. How can we accept a non-state actor 
with hundreds of thousands of missiles — one 
that controls all sorts of illegal activities? How 
can we accept a non-state actor that sends 
troops to fight and kill the local populations 
in Syria, Iraq and Yemen? How can we accept 
that it has ammonium nitrate stocks and oth-
er explosives hiding across Lebanon and the 
world? How many explosions and lives lost will 
be enough to stop this organization? Is it be-
cause it is backed by Iran?
When it comes to the strategy of countering Iran, 
there has been a focus on Tehran without get-
ting sidetracked by all the theaters it is involved 
in and the proxies it has deployed. This makes 
sense. However, Hezbollah is the symbol of Ira-
nian destabilization and malignant interference. 
Hence, empowering it to continue unchecked 
would not only make any deal a failure, but would 
also destroy any regional peace agreement that 
could boost positive relations among neighbors.
• Khaled Abou Zahr is CEO of Eurabia, a 
media and tech company. He is also the 
editor of Al-Watan Al-Arabi.

– Courtesy Arab News

LEADERSHIP for Environment and Devel-
opment (LEAD Pakistan) finally proved to 
be the worst case of nonprofit governance 

in its 27th year. For the last about two years, 
the members of its own Board of Governors 
(BoG) have played all the tricks to hunt down 
a gradually grown up and self-sustaining organ-
ization. It was launched in 1994 as a country 
chapter of the New York based LEAD Interna-
tional, the Rockefeller Foundation initiated in 
1991 to mark the UN decade of environment 
and sustainable development. 
Over the years, LEAD Pakistan grew up to national 
and international repute while other regional and 
country chapters were closed down because of the 
financial crisis after the Rockefeller Foundation 
stopped funding them in 2000. LEAD Pakistan’s 
success surely be dedicated to the leading profes-
sionals and visionary men and women of integrity 
who served its BoG for 25 years. The organization 
was led from the front by Ali Taqeer Sheikh, a for-
ward looking professional, since its inception to the 
day he was asked to resign. It happened early this 
year after a conspiracy was hatched two years back. 
It began with the proposal from Shahnaz Wazir Ali, 
then a LEAD Pakistan BoG member, proposed to 
dissolve the organization and handover to LUMS 
(Lahore University of Management Sciences).
During her tenure, Shahnaz Wazir Ali got her 
cronies appointed on the Board to cluster a 
majority for her proposal. Now the ‘harvest’ is 
on with the forced resignations from the LEAD 
Pakistan Chief Executive and the Director Pro-
grammes. The only allegation was that manage-
ment has failed to win any projects recently while 
they were getting ‘huge salaries’. It was a naked 
threat to the sustainability of the organization. 
The BoG took this deliberate decision for an or-
ganization having reserves of PKR 140 million in 
its bank account in addition to the tangible and 
intangible assets and knowledge products.    

We all know that the nonprofit sector is under se-
vere distrust in Pakistan for the last few years. Do-
nors and INGOs have flown to other parts of the 
world. The re-registration process, launched some 
years back, is quite tedious, cumbersome and un-
duly lengthy. A thorough investigation of the execu-
tive members and the founders by several security 
agencies working under the Ministry of Interior. 
Then, a specific tasks-based MOU signed with the 
Economic Affairs Division to apply for the projects 
and grants. The organization is subject to ‘inspec-
tion’ of records and computers at any time. 
Only about 60 INGOs and national organizations 
could have signed the MoU so far because the pro-
cess takes much longer, and has excluded many 
organizations from the development sector. Some 
smart organizations could survive somehow using 
their skills and reserves while many are still strug-
gling for NOC. Their Board members could not 
help them who were supposed to strengthen their 
respective organizations. 
In the given scenario, closing down the LEAD Paki-
stan is an intentional murder of the self-sustaining 
organization that has grown from a sustainable de-
velopment training program for young leadership 
to a well-respected think tank on climate change, 
environment and sustainable development. 
The LEAD Pakistan BoG is presently being 
chaired by Dr Iqrar Ahmad Khan. He is the same 
person who is restored by the Lahore High Court 
as Vice Chancellor of a Faisalabad university de-
spite Punjab’s anti-corruption department and 
NAB cases of financial embezzlement of more 
than PKR 420 million. Other members include 
former Member National Assembly (MNA) Ma-
lik Uzair Khan, LUMS vice chancellor Dr Arshad 
Ahmad, LUMS Associate Professor Dr Moham-
mad Abubakr, Senior Legal Consultant Privat-
ization Commission Ikram ul Haque Qureshi, 
Pakistan Institute of Development Economics 
(PIDE) Vice Chancellor Dr Nadeem ul Haque, 

and PACRA Managing Director Dr. Adnan Afaq. 
Looking at the stature and status of these ‘pro-
fessionals’, no one would believe that they are all 
working, apparently in connivance, to close down 
a self-sustaining organization that has developed 
itself to national and international stature and 
have huge reserves and assets in the times of 
recession. But, it’s true. 
They have formed a ‘closure committee’ to expe-
dite the process to dissolve the organization that 
they were supposed to strengthen. The members 
of the Closure Committee include the BoG chair-
person Dr Iqrar Ahmad Khan, the ex-member BoG 
Ms Shahnaz Wazir who proposed to windup the 
organization during her tenure as a Board mem-
ber, and a present Board member Ikram ul Haque 
Qureshi, and the interim CEO Ahmad Hassan. 
They are doing it contrary to the orders of the 
Registrar of Societies, issued on the instructions 
of the Lahore High Court, the that has clearly 
asked the ordered the Board to take necessary 
steps to address the grievances of the LEAD Fel-
lows Council, the general body of about 250 well-
known professionals from different sectors. The 
due date has passed long back but no action is 
taken in the right direction. 
Perhaps, LEAD Pakistan would be no more as an 
independent think tank on climate change when 
it is needed the most just because of greed and 
lust of a few masked professionals who lacked 
integrity for an internationally known Pakistani 
organization. The closure of the organization 
would be a deliberate criminal act of murder. In 
one way or the other, it seems that the present 
Board members planned to eat-up PKR 140 mil-
lion at the cost of a leading organization. 

– The writer is a freelance journalist and 
broadcaster, Director Devcom-Pakistan, a 

policy advocacy and outreach think tank in 
Islamabad. His email: devcom.pakistan@

gmail.com Twitter Handle: @EmmayeSyed

Reining in Hezbollah should be key part of Iran talks

BoG playing black sheep against Lead Pakistan 

Khaled Abou Zahr

Munir Ahmed

This is especially the 
case in countries where 
humiliation by Hezbollah 
and other Iranian proxies 

has been rampant. Whether 
in Syria, Iraq or Lebanon, 
Hezbollah’s actions and 
those of its entourage 

have been consistent in 
humiliating others, who 

are left to suffer and to let 
the wounds of injustice and 
inequality heal in silence. 
This is by no means the 
only reason for the rise 
of Daesh, but there is 
a symbiotic interaction 

between the two

Perhaps, LEAD Pakistan 
would be no more as 
an independent think 

tank on climate change 
when it is needed the 
most just because of 

greed and lust of a few 
masked professionals 

who lacked integrity for 
an internationally known 
Pakistani organization. 

The closure of the 
organization would  

be a deliberate  
criminal act of murder
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Singapore 

pledges $5M 
for global 

vaccine effort
JAKARTA: Singapore will 
contribute $5 million to 
help support low- and lower 
middle-income countries get 
COVID-19 vaccines, authori-
ties announced on Friday. In 
a joint press statement, the 
Foreign Affairs and Health 
Ministries said that global 
solidarity is required for an 
effective international re-
sponse to the pandemic.
“Singapore will contrib-
ute US$5,000,000 to the 
COVID-19 Vaccine Global 
Access (COVAX) Advance 
Market Commitment 
(AMC) mechanism, which 
will help support 92 low- 
and lower-middle-income 
countries’ access to COV-
ID-19 vaccines through the 
COVAX Facility,” the state-
ment said. It noted that the 
commitment is a part of the 
country’s consistent sup-
port for vaccine multilater-
alism, and the fair and equi-
table access and allocation 
of vaccines. “The virus does 
not respect borders, and no 
one is safe until everyone is 
safe. The successful devel-
opment of safe and effica-
cious vaccines is a critical 
step towards overcoming 
the pandemic,” the state-
ment said. It added that Sin-
gapore will continue to work 
closely with its internation-
al partners -- including UN, 
World Health Organization, 
Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, 
and the Coalition for Epi-
demic Preparedness Inno-
vations to advance vaccine 
multilateralism and forge 
a global response to this 
pandemic.   The COVAX Fa-
cility is a global risk-sharing 
mechanism that seeks to 
procure, equitably allocate 
and deliver 2 billion doses 
of COVID-19 vaccines by 
the end of 2021. As of Nov. 
25, Singapore is one of 97 
self-financing participants in 
the facility. – APP

‘There is real 
chance for 

peace now on 
Karabakh’

DNA
ANKARA: Turkey’s foreign 
minister said the agree-
ment to end the war over 
the disputed region of Na-
gorno-Karabakh will have a 
positive impact on regional 
stability.  “We call on the 
other members of the Minsk 
Group, and especially the 
co-chairs, to refrain from 
politically motivated actions 
that would undermine the 
path to a negotiated solu-
tion,” Mevlut Cavusoglu 
told the 27th Meeting of the 
OSCE Ministerial Council 
via videoconference. Recall-
ing that Turkey has always 
acted in line with interna-
tional law and legitimacy, 
Cavusoglu stressed that the 
country, as a member of the 
Minsk Group, is committed 
to supporting all efforts to 
find a lasting solution to 
the Nagorno-Karabakh is-
sue. “Now with the latest 
agreement between Azer-
baijan, Armenia and Russia, 
after 30 years, there is a 
real chance of peace. The 
course will have a positive 
impact on relations between 
Armenia and Azerbaijan and 
Armenia and Turkey as well 
as regional stability,” he not-
ed. He added that the solu-
tion must be based on the 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of Azerbaijan.

Pakistan, 
BD look to 

rebuild ties
From Page 01
discharge of his official du-
ties. It added that the high 
commissioner conveyed 
the message of goodwill 
and friendship from PM 
Imran Khan, which Sheikh 
Hasina “reciprocated with 
her greetings and good 
wishes for the leadership 
of Pakistan”.
“The two sides agreed to 
further strengthen the ex-
isting fraternal relations 
between the two coun-
tries,” said the high com-
mission. “The meeting was 
held in a very cordial envi-
ronment. “
The meeting comes as 
part of PM Imran Khan’s 
initiative to improve the 
tumultuous relations. In 
July, he had underscored 
the importance Pakistan 
attaches to closer ties with 
Bangladesh during a tele-
phonic conversation with 
Sheikh Hasina. PM Imran 
Khan had highlighted the 
significance of regular bi-
lateral contacts and peo-
ple-to-people exchanges.

Azerbaijan slams French 
resolution on Karabakh

DNA

BAKU: Azerbaijan has strongly 
condemned the adoption by the 
French National Assembly of a 
resolution entitled “Protection 
of the Armenian People and 
Christian Communities of Eu-
rope and the East” .
“The adoption of the resolu-
tion... is another completely 
unjustified, unfriendly and pro-
vocative activity of the French 
Parliament. The adoption of a 
biased resolution by the low-
er house after the Senate is a 
sign of the ongoing campaign 
against Azerbaijan,” the Azer-
baijani Foreign Ministry said in 
a statement posted on its offi-
cial website on December 4.
The ministry added that as the 
name of the resolution suggests, 
the National Assembly members, 
who have nothing to do with the 
reality and want to add religious 

overtones to the issue, try to 
present their pro-Armenian posi-
tions on artificial grounds.
“Azerbaijan is a multi-ethnic and 
multi-confessional state where 
people of different religions and 
ethnicities live as one family in 
harmony and peace. We reject 
attempts to portray the Armeni-
an-Azerbaijani conflict as a clash 
of religions and civilizations, 
and strongly condemn such an 
approach, which poses a serious 
threat to peace and security,” 
the ministry added.
The ministry ruled out any legal 
force of the resolution and said 
that it run counter to all existing 
international documents.
“However, as in the case of 
the Senate, given the political 
meaning of the National Assem-
bly document, we would like to 
emphasize that these complete-
ly wrong resolutions contradict 
the norms and principles of in-
ternational law, the UN Charter 

and the Helsinki Final Act, UN 
Security Council resolutions of 
1993, and the existing bilateral 
documents between Azerbaijan 
and France,” the ministry said.
Azerbaijan sees this step of the 
French parliament as a serious 
blow to the country’s media-
tion mandate overshadowing 
bilateral relations.
“It should also be noted that the 
French National Assembly has 
never held a hearing or adopted 
a resolution on one million Azer-
baijanis, who have been subject-
ed to ethnic cleansing and whose 
fundamental human rights have 
been violated. This clearly shows 
that the French parliament takes 
a completely biased position,” 
the statement added.
The ministry added that the 
French parliament’s approach 
completely contradicted the 
provisions of the trilateral state-
ment signed by the Azerbaijani, 
Armenian and Russian leaders 

on November 10,2020, and se-
riously undermined efforts to 
ensure peace and security in the 
region and globally. The state-
ment stressed that the French 
ambassador will be summoned to 
the Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry 
over the case and Azerbaijan’s 
strong protest will be brought to 
the attention of France.
Earlier, the French Senate 
adopted a draft resolution on 
the recognition of the self-styled 
entity in Nagorno-Karabakh, 
which was seriously condemned 
by Azerbaijan’s high-ranking of-
ficial circles. On November 26, 
Azerbaijan sent its protest note 
to France over the resolution 
adopted by the French Senate 
on November 25 entitled “On 
the need to recognize the ‘Na-
gorno-Karabakh Republic’”.
On November 10, Azerbaijan and 
Armenia signed a Russia-bro-
kered agreement to end fighting 
in Karabakh and work towards a 

comprehensive solution.
The November peace agreement 
ended the 30-years-old conflict 
between Baku and Yerevan over 
Azerbaijan’s Nagorno-Karabakh 
region that along with the seven 
adjacent regions came under the 
occupation of Armenian armed 
forces in the war in the 1990s. 
For nearly three decades, Arme-
nia failed to implement the UN 
Security Council resolutions 
(822, 853, 874 and 884) demand-
ing the immediate and uncondi-
tional withdrawal of its troops, 
which was the main obstacle to 
the resolution of the conflict.
 The OSCE Minsk Group co-
chaired by the United States, 
Russia and France had been me-
diating the Armenian-Azerbaijani 
conflict since the signing of the 
volatile cease-fire agreement in 
1994. The Minsk Group’s efforts 
resulted in no progress as Arme-
nia refused to abide by the UN 
Security Council resolutions.

UK sets new 
climate 

target ahead 
of UN Summit
From Page 01
new technologies and fu-
ture-proof industries that 
will generate economic 
growth for decades to come. 
Each party to the Paris 
Agreement - including coun-
tries and international blocs 
such as the European Union 
- determines what domestic 
action it will take and com-
municates it in a Nationally 
Determined Contribution.
NDCs are at the heart of the 
Paris Agreement goal, set at 
COP21 in 2015, to hold the 
global temperature rise to 
well below two degrees and 
pursue best efforts to limit 
the increase to 1.5°C.
Together, these plans will 
determine whether the 
world will achieve the long-
term goals of the Paris 
Agreement, including global 
peaking of greenhouse gas 
emissions as soon as pos-
sible. Many countries have 
now made net zero com-
mitments and this round 
of NDCs, which set a 2030 
emission reduction target, 
will need to be consistent 
with those longer term 
commitments. The UK’s an-
nouncement, which reflects 
the independent Climate 
Change Committee’s advice 
on net zero, does just this.
Today’s announcement 
comes ahead of the UK 
co-hosting a virtual Climate 
Ambition Summit on 12 De-
cember, which will coincide 
with the fifth anniversary of 
the historic Paris Agreement.

Coronavirus 
is worst 

global crisis
From Page 01
Restructuring of the public 
sector debt of other devel-
oping countries under an 
agreed inclusive multilat-
eral framework. A general 
allocation of special draw-
ing rights of $500 billion. 
Expanded concessional 
financing to lower income 
countries through multilat-
eral development banks. 
Creation of a new ‘liquidity 
and sustainability facility’, 
which should provide short 
term loans at lower costs. 
Fulfillment of the 0.7 % offi-
cial development assistance 
commitments. Mobilizing 
the required $1.5 trillion 
annual investment in sus-
tainable infrastructure. 
Achievement of the agreed 
target of mobilizing $100 
billion per year for climate 
action in developing coun-
tries. Immediate action to 
stop the massive illicit finan-
cial outflows from developing 
countries to rich countries, to 
offshore tax havens and at the 
same time, immediate return 
of their assets stolen by cor-
rupt politicians and criminals 
back to these countries.

Ms. Wada 
gets 

Japanese FM 
award

From Page 06
The Commendations 
also aim to promote 
the understanding and 
support of the Japanese 
public for the activities 
of the recipients.
Ms. Wada Akiko, Presi-
dent of Rumbur Develop-
ment Welfare and Conser-
vation Society, has worked 
selflessly and with full 
dedication for the welfare 
of Kalasha people in the 
KP province, and has been 
cooperating with the local 
people to improve their 
living environment and to 
preserve their traditional 
culture for more than 30 
years. She also contribut-
ed to the development of 
hygienic facilities to live 
and the provision of ed-
ucation opportunity for 
children, and also cooper-
ated in the energy supply 
improvement project in 
Rumbur financed by the 
Japanese Government. 
This year, the Commen-
dations will be awarded 
to 172 individuals and 65 
groups (20 individuals and 
11 groups reside in Japan, 
and 152 individuals and 54 
groups reside overseas). 
Matsuda Kuninori, Ambas-
sador of Japan to Pakistan, 
congratulated Ms. Wada 
upon her nomination for 
the Japanese Foreign Min-
ister’s Commendation for 
FY2020. “Heartfelt con-
gratulations to Ms. Wada. 
This prestigious Com-
mendation is the acknowl-
edgement of her efforts 
and dedication towards 
the promotion of mutual 
understanding between 
Japan and Pakistan,” said 
the Ambassador. He also 
deeply appreciated the 
services rendered by Ms. 
Wada for the welfare and 
betterment of the Kalasha 
people in the KP province.

Pakistan not allowed to train during isolation 
 “I have very carefully considered this situation,” Director-General of Health Ashley 

Bloomfield said in a statement. “At this time, I continue to have ongoing 
concerns about the risk of cross-infection within the squad.

SportS DeSk

WELLINGTON: The Pakistan 
cricket team have had their 
exemption to train during man-
aged isolation in Christchurch 
withdrawn due to several 
members of the squad testing 
positive for the novel coronavi-
rus, New Zealand’s Ministry of 
Health said on Friday.
Eight members of the 53-strong 
Pakistan squad have tested 
positive for the virus since ar-
riving in New Zealand. “I have 
very carefully considered this 
situation,” Director-General of 
Health Ashley Bloomfield said 
in a statement. “At this time, I 
continue to have ongoing con-
cerns about the risk of cross-in-

fection within the squad.
“There have been a number of 
active cases identified among the 
team. Public health considera-
tions will continue to be foremost 

in our response to COVID-19, 
whether this involves individuals 
or teams. “We appreciate the 
challenges that this decision 
will have for the touring team.” 

Under the exemption the squad 
would have been allowed to 
train in small groups from the 
fourth day of their mandatory 
14-day isolation until they were 

released next week.
The initial positive tests that 
were discovered upon their ar-
rival, however, prompted Bloom-
field to temporarily suspend the 
exemption until the Health Min-
istry completes an investigation. 
The squad were also warned 
for breaching bio-security reg-
ulations last week. Pakistan 
were scheduled to have a four-
day game starting on Dec. 10 
against New Zealand ‘A’ upon 
their release from isolation, but 
opted instead to play a series of 
intra-squad matches, New Zea-
land Cricket said on Thursday. 
The tourists are due to play 
three Twenty20 internationals 
and two tests from Dec. 18, 
while a Pakistan ‘A’ tour will 
also be held concurrently.

DNA

CANBERRA: India defeated 
Australia by 11 runs in the 
first T20I of the three-match 
series courtesy of Ravindra 
Jadeja’s 44 runs from just 
23 balls to help India set up 
a target of 162 at Manuka 
Oval. However, Jadeja didn’t 
come on the field after he 
was struck on the helmet by 
a Mitchell Starc delivery that 
ricocheted off the bat in the 
final over of India’s innings. 
Yunzvendra Chahal came 
on as a concussion replace-
ment in the second innings, 
picking 3-25 in four overs. 
He dismissed Aaron Finch, 
Steve Smith and Matthew 
Wade. Earlier, Australian 
captain Aaron Finch won the 
toss and decided to bowl in 
perfect conditions. Mitchell 

Starc struck in his second 
over when he bowled Indian 
opener Shikhar Dhawan with 
a beautiful outswinger to 
leave the Indians 11 for one. 
Fellow opener KL Rahul be-
gan to take control with some 
powerful hitting, but with the 
score on 48, Indian captain 
Virat Kohli fell for just nine 
when he tamely chipped a 
Mitchell Swepson short ball 
back to the bowler, the young 
leg-spinner taking an easy 
catch. Sanju Samson provid-
ed stability in middle overs 
by playing big shots but he 
was removed by Henriques 
to leave India at 86 for three. 
India struggled on 114/6 in 
17 overs as all their batters 
ere in the pavilion. But some 
huge hitting from the injured 
Jadeja in the last three overs 
gave the Indian bowlers a 
good total to defend.

India beat 
Australia by 11 

runs in first T20

After day 6 testing, 42 people returned negative and three were under investigation. One 
tested positive yesterday while the remaining two were announced today

BAKU: Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev and first lady Mehriban Aliyeva visited the alley of martyrs to 
commemorate Azerbaijani soldiers who lost their lives in the 2020 Kararabakh War. – DNA

CANBERRA: Players of Indian Cricket team celebrating after taking GJ Maxwell’s wicket 
in first T20 International between India vs Australia . – DNA

PCB expresses disappointment over NZ decision
SportS DeSk

KARACHI: Pakistan Cricket 
Board (CEO) Wasim Khan has 
firmly expressed disappointment 
with New Zealand Cricket (NZC) 
officials after the Pakistan squad 
was disallowed to train in man-
aged isolation and quarantine 
(MIQ). 44 members out of 54 
have reportedly tested negative 
for the fourth time. CEO also 
showed concern as the Pakistan 
squad Day 9 swab testing results 

have not been made public yet as 
the team underwent testing yes-
terday. “I have contacted NZC 
and the New Zealand Ministry 
of Health. I have expressed frus-
tration over not being allowed to 
train,” Wasim said.
“Further it is disappointing that 
NZ health ministry has not made 
public the results of team’s fourth 
COVID-19 test,” he added.
The health ministry has instruct-
ed the national squad to complete 
its 14-day isolation period at the 
hotel and they will not train dur-

ing isolation which will end of 
December 8. New Zealand DG 
Health Dr. Ashley Bloomfield 
said that the Pakistani team has 
cases of COVID-19 which are like-
ly to spread, so the team cannot 
be allowed to leave the hotel in 
groups. He hoped Pakistani team 
would accept the difficult deci-
sion. 44 members have returned 
negative while the remaining 10 
are COVID-19 positive. Out of 
10, six members are active cases 
while four were declared histori-
cal (non-infectious) cases.
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Biden to ask Americans to 
wear masks for 100 days
Foreign DeSk

WASHINGTON: US Presi-
dent-elect Joe Biden has said he 
will ask Americans to wear masks 
for his first 100 days in office to 
curtail the spread of coronavirus. 
He told media he believed there 
would be a “significant reduction” 
in Covid-19 cases if every Ameri-
can wore a face covering. Mr Bid-
en also said he would order masks 
to be worn in all government 
buildings. The US has recorded 
14.1 million cases and 276,000 
deaths from Covid-19 - the highest 
of any country in the world.
Mr Biden is preparing to take office 
as pharmaceutical giants are poised 

to ship millions of doses of coronavi-
rus vaccines to the American public. 
The UK on Wednesday became the 
first country in the world to approve 
the Pfizer vaccine. “The first day 
I’m inaugurated to say I’m going to 
ask the public for 100 days to mask. 
Just 100 days to mask, not forever. 
One hundred days. “And I think 
we’ll see a significant reduction if 
we occur that, if that occurs with 
vaccinations and masking to drive 
down the numbers considerably.”  
The first 100 days of a new pres-
idency is symbolically important 
in the US and is seen as a gauge 
of how a president will get things 
done. Constitutional experts say a 
US president has no legal author-
ity to order Americans to wear 

masks, but Mr Biden said during 
the interview he and his Vice-Pres-
ident Kamala Harris would set an 
example by donning face cover-
ings. Media captionBBC’s Laura 
Foster explains how to wear your 
mask correctly and help stop 
coronavirus spreading. The pres-
ident’s executive authority does 

cover US government property, 
and Mr Biden told CNN he intend-
ed to exercise such power.
“I’m going to issue a standing or-
der that in federal buildings you 
have to be masked.”
He added: “Transportation, in-
terstate transportation, you must 
be masked, airplanes and buses, 
et cetera.” US airlines, airports 
and most public transit systems 
already require all passengers and 
workers to wear face coverings.
The Trump White House has 
rejected calls from American 
health experts to mandate masks 
in transportation as “overly re-
strictive”. The Democratic presi-
dent-elect said he would be “hap-
py” to take a vaccine in public to 

allay any concerns about its safety. 
Three former presidents - Barack 
Obama, George W Bush and Bill 
Clinton - have said they are also 
prepared to be inoculated publicly 
to show that it is safe. “People have 
lost faith in the ability of the vaccine 
to work,” Mr Biden said, adding 
that “it matters what a president 
and the vice-president do.” media 
captionHow will the new Pfizer vac-
cine work? Mr Biden’s Vice-Presi-
dent-elect Harris, who joined him at 
the CNN interview, received some 
criticism from Republicans in Sep-
tember after she said she would not 
trust Mr Trump’s word on a poten-
tial vaccine and the assessment of 
public health experts would be “sup-
pressed” under his administration.

“The first day I’m inaugurated to say I’m going to ask the public for 100 days to mask. Just 100 days to 
mask, not forever. One hundred days.”And I think we’ll see a significant reduction if we occur that

Qatar FM signals progress on resolving Gulf crisis

DnA

DOHA: Qatar’s foreign minister 
has said there has been move-
ment on resolving the diplomat-
ic dispute that has pitted the 
Gulf neighbours against each 
other but he could not predict 
whether a breakthrough was 
imminent or would fully resolve 
the matter. Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain 
and Egypt imposed a diplomatic, 
trade and travel boycott on Qa-
tar in June 2017, accusing Doha 
of supporting terrorism and 
having ties with Iran that were 
deemed too close.
Qatar has repeatedly rejected 

the accusations as baseless 
while highlighting its readiness 
for dialogue.
“Right now, there is a movement 
that we hope will put an end to 

this crisis,” Mohammed bin Ab-
dulrahman Al-Thani, also deputy 
prime minister, said on Friday.
“We believe the end of the crisis 
is important for the security of 

the region and for sake of our 
people. This crisis needs to end 
based on mutual respect and the 
rights of all people of the Gulf.
“Qatar is not differentiating be-

tween any of the countries. We 
hope things will move in the 
right direction but we cannot yet 
predict if it will be imminent and 
if it will be resolved in one day.”
As the price for lifting the 
blockade, the four nations set 
a 13-point ultimatum for Qatar, 
which included shutting down 
the Al Jazeera Media Network. 
“There is no country that is in 
a position to place demands on 
the other. There are differenc-
es that need to be overcome,” 
said Al-Thani. “If there are any 
disagreements, there must be a 
discussion to resolve them. We 
need to build our relationship 
based on mutual respect of sov-
ereignty,” he added.

China’s 
national flag 
unfurled on 

moon
BEIJING: The China Na-
tional Space Adminis-
tration Friday released 
images showing China’s 
national flag unfurled from 
the Chang’e-5 probe on the 
moon. The images were tak-
en by a panoramic camera 
installed on the lander-as-
cender combination of the 
probe, before the ascender 
blasted off from the moon 
with lunar samples late 
Thursday. In one of the im-
ages, a robotic arm to col-
lect lunar samples can be 
seen next to the flag.
China’s Chang’e-5 probe 
was launched on Nov. 24, 
and its lander-ascender 
combination touched down 
on the north of the Mons 
Rumker in Oceanus Procel-
larum, also known as the 
Ocean of Storms, on the 
near side of the moon on 
Dec. 1. After the samples 
were collected and sealed, 
the ascender of Chang’e-5 
took off from the lunar 
surface late Thursday, and 
is expected to carry out 
unmanned rendezvous and 
docking with the orbiter-re-
turner in lunar orbit, an un-
precedented feat.
Chang’e-5 is one of the 
most complicated and chal-
lenging missions in Chi-
nese aerospace history, 
as well as the world’s first 
moon-sample mission in 
more than 40 years.

Armenian 
opposition 

names 
candidate for 

premier
Foreign DeSk

YEREVAN: Armenian op-
position parties nominat-
ed former Prime Minister 
Vazgen Manukyan as their 
candidate for interim prime 
minister Thursday, calling 
on current Prime Minister 
Nikol Pashinyan to imme-
diately resign.  Since the 
Armenian army’s defeat in 
Karabakh by the Azerbaijani 
armed forces in November, 
calls for the government 
to resign have continued, 
with 17 opposition parties 
issuing a joint statement 
against Pashinyan. Pointing 
out that the government 
failed to deal with the rising 
political and socio-econom-
ic crisis in the country, the 
statement said the “forma-
tion of a new government is 
an urgent need.” Manukyan 
made a commitment to lead 
the interim government and 
to take the country to early 
elections but not partici-
pate, according to the state-
ment. It was also stressed 
that Pashinyan endangers 
the country’s security every 
day while he is in office, so 
he must resign immediately.
Manukyan served as 
prime minister from 
1990-1991 and defense 
minister from 1992-1993.

Norway’s 
security agency 

warns about 
Russian spaying 

DNA
OSLO: In a new report, 
PST states that Russia 
and China are spying on 
the Norwegian oil sector. 
At the same time, Russia 
believes PST is engaged 
in “primitive propagan-
da.” “Russian, Chinese, 
and other countries’ in-
telligence services gather 
information about the Nor-
wegian petroleum sector,” 
the Police Security Service 
(PST) stated in a report 
dated November 5, which 
was published on the agen-
cy’s website on Thursday. 
PST believes that, in addi-
tion to the Norwegian au-
thorities, targets include 
public and private compa-
nies, technology environ-
ments at universities, and 
research institutes. Sintef 
and NTNU are mentioned 
as examples of research 
environments that could 
be intelligence targets.
PST also points out that 
parts of petroleum tech-
nology “have a multi-use 
potential in military purpos-
es, and part of the petrole-
um technology can also be 
used in the development of 
renewable energy.” The se-
curity agency also believes 
that people who work or 
have a connection to the 
petroleum sector, and peo-
ple who work with oil and 
gas policy, are exposed to 
potential recruitment from 
foreign countries’ intelli-
gence sources. In August, 
a Norwegian citizen em-
ployed by DNV GL was ar-
rested for revealing state 
secrets to Russia.

TASHKENT: As part of Tashkent metallurgy Plant opening ceremony, President Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev meets with Russian officials led by Industry & Trade Minister Denis Manturov. – DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Ambassador of Azerbaijan Ali Alizada and staff members and their families observing one minute silence for Shaheeds . – DNA

Egypt: Three human 
rights members released 

Foreign DeSk

CAIRO: Three members of 
a leading Egyptian human 
rights group detained in Cairo 
last month have been freed 
following widespread inter-
national criticism. The men, 
who worked for the Egyptian 
Initiative for Personal Rights 
(EIPR), were accused of 
links with a terror group and 
“spreading false news”.

The UN’s human rights agen-
cy had described the arrests as 
“chilling”. Celebrities Emma 
Thompson, Stephen Fry and 
Scarlett Johansson joined 
politicians in criticising the 
arrests. EIPR is an independ-
ent group whose work covers 
a variety of political, civil, eco-
nomic and social issues.
A researcher for the group, 
Patrick Zaky, who was ar-
rested in February, is still 
in detention. EIPR says he 

is being held on suspicion of 
spreading fake news, misus-
ing social media and inciting 
protest without permission.
Dozens of activists have been 
arrested under Egypt’s Pres-
ident Abdul Fattah al-Sisi, 
who led the military’s over-
throw of his democratically 
elected predecessor Moham-
med Morsi in 2013 following 
protests against his rule.
Egypt, however, has repeat-
edly denied accusations of hu-

man rights violations.
In a statement last month, 
EIPR said security forces 
had arrested its lead mem-
ber Gasser Abdel-Razek at 
his home in Maadi, south of 
Cairo, on 19 November.
It said that days earlier its 
director of criminal justice, 
Karim Ennarah, was arrest-
ed in the town of Dahab and 
its office manager, Moham-
med Basheer, had been de-
tained in Cairo.

AMMAN: Jordanian Foreign 
Minister Ayman Safadi has 
held a rare meeting with his 
Israeli counterpart to press 
for the restart of stalled ne-
gotiations between the Pales-
tinians and the Jewish state.
Thursday’s meeting came 
days after Palestinian Au-
thority leader Mahmud Ab-
bas visited Jordan as part of 
an Arab tour to raise support 
for the Palestinian cause af-
ter Joe Biden beat Donald 
Trump in last month’s US 
presidential election. During 
the meeting at the King Hus-
sein (Allenby) Bridge cross-
ing between Jordan and the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank, 
Safadi said the creation of 
an independent Palestinian 
state was key to ending the 
conflict with Israel.
“There is no alternative to a 
two-state solution” between 
Israel and the Palestinians, 
he told Israeli Foreign Min-
ister Gabi Ashkenazi, quoted 
by the official Petra news 
agency. “It is necessary to 
return to the negotiating 
table according to interna-
tional law in order to find a 
real solution to achieve a just 
peace,” Safadi said.
Thursday’s meeting was 
a rare encounter between 
officials from the two coun-
tries and the first officially 
reported between Safadi and 
Ashkenazi since the latter, a 
former army chief of staff, 
become foreign minister in 
May. Jordan and Israel have 
been bound by a peace trea-

ty since 1994, but relations 
between the two neighbours 
are often tense. Safadi said 
resuming talks between Is-
rael and the Palestinians was 
timely, “particularly in light 
of the Palestinian Authority’s 
decision to resume security 
cooperation with Israel”. 
Last month the Palestinians 
announced they were restor-
ing coordination with Israel 
that they had stopped in May 
over to Israeli plans to annex 
parts of the West Bank. Isra-
el put on hold its annexation 
plans, in return for an agree-
ment to normalise ties with 
the United Arab Emirates 
announced in August. Abbas 
held talks in Jordan last week 
with King Abdullah II ahead 
of visits to Egypt, where he 
met separately with Presi-
dent Abdel Fattah al-Sisi and 
Arab League chief Ahmed 
Aboul Gheit.
During the tour, the Arab 
leaders he spoke to called for 
stepped up international ef-
forts for a solution to the Pal-
estinian-Israeli conflict based 
on a two-sate solution. Talks 
between Israel and the Pal-
estinians have been frozen 
since 2014, and a US peace 
plan announced in January 
has been welcomed by Israel 
but rejected outright by the 
Palestinians as biased.
The plan was among moves 
pushed by Trump -- includ-
ing recognition of Jerusa-
lem as Israel’s “undivided 
capital”-- that has angered 
the Palestinians. – APP

Jordan, Israel 
diplomats in rare 

meeting on Palestine

Japan’s 
parliament 

approves 
trade deal 

with UK
Foreign DeSk

TOKYO: Japan’s parlia-
ment on Friday approved 
a trade deal with the UK 
set to take effect on Jan. 
1. The UK signed its 
first post-Brexit Compre-
hensive Economic Part-
nership Agreement with 
Japan in October after 
the two sides reached an 
agreement in September.
The deal will “ensure con-
tinuity in bilateral busi-
ness operations beyond 
London’s end of transi-
tion out of the European 
Union this month,” South 
Korea’s Yonhap News 
Agency reported.
Japan’s Foreign Minis-
ter Toshimitsu Motegi 
and British Internation-
al Trade Secretary Liz 
Truss had signed the deal 
in Tokyo. However, the 
UK has yet to ratify the 
deal. According to the 
report, Japanese compa-
nies that operate in the 
UK and in Europe are 
“still wary about whether 
London will reach a free 
trade agreement with the 
bloc by the end of the 
transition period.”

Armed man 
killed during 
attempt to 

enter Russia 
Web DeSk

MOSCOW: One of three 
armed men was killed 
when they tried to enter 
Russia from neighboring 
Ukraine on Friday, the 
Russian Federal Security 
Service (FSB) said.
The incident took place 
on the border between 
Ukraine and Russia’s Bel-
gorod region, the FSB 
said in a statement.
According to the FSB, 
border guards tried to 
arrest the men, but they 
faced armed resistance.
“As a result of return fire, 
one of them was critically 
injured, and the two oth-
ers fled back to Ukrain-
ian territory,” it said. 
Belgorod is near areas of 
Ukraine claimed by Rus-
sian-backed separatists.
In 2017, a similar inci-
dent occurred in Russia’s 
Kursk region, when Rus-
sian border guards found 
a group of unknown peo-
ple who tried to cross 
the border outside the 
checkpoint. When bor-
der guards tried to check 
their documents, a fire-
fight ensued, resulting 
in the death of one guard 
and one in the group try-
ing to cross.

Uzbekistan to 
attract carbon 

credits to 
create forest 
plantations
Foreign DeSk

TASHKENT: The State 
Forestry Committee of Uz-
bekistan plans to attract 
carbon credits to finance 
the creation of forest plan-
tations, National expert on 
drought in Uzbekistan So-
birjon Umarov told Trend, 
commenting on the de-
velopment of the forestry 
industry in Uzbekistan. A 
carbon credit is a permit 
that allows the compa-
ny that holds it to emit a 
certain amount of carbon 
dioxide or other green-
house gases. For the devel-
opment of the forestry in-
dustry in Uzbekistan, it is 
planned to reconstruct and 
replenish walnut, almond 
and pistachio forests with 
high-yielding varieties and 
the creation of industrial 
plantations.
In addition, State Forestry 
Committee plans to expand 
the provision of natural re-
generation and creation of 
tugai forests, plantations 
of paulownia and other 
fast-growing tree species, 
as well as creation of protec-
tive forest plantations in the 
desert zone, including on 
the drained bottom of the 
Aral Sea with modern tech-
nologies. The Committee 
also intends to implement 
projects on the organiza-
tion of ecological tourism, 
expanding the range of cul-
tivated medicinal plants, 
and the processing of forest 
products and products of 
secondary forest use.

“We believe the end of the crisis is important for the security of the region and for sake of our 
people. This crisis needs to end based on mutual respect and the rights of all people of the Gulf

KSA appreciates Kuwaiti efforts
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia appreciates the efforts made by Kuwait to “bridge the gap” of view-
points regarding the Gulf crisis, Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Minister Prince Faisal bin Farhan 
tweeted on Friday.“We consider with great appreciation the efforts made by the sisterly 
State of Kuwait to bridge the gap in viewpoints regarding the Gulf crisis, and we thank the 
American efforts in this regard, and we look forward to it being successful for the benefit 
and good of the region,” Prince Faisal tweeted. “We’ve made significant progress in the 
last few days thanks to the continuing efforts of Kuwait but also thanks to the strong 
support of President Trump and the US administration towards bringing all parties closer 
and we hope that this progress can lead to a final agreement which looks in reach and I 
can say I am somewhat optimistic that we are close to finalizing an agreement between 
all the nations in the dispute to come to a resolution that we think will be satisfactory to 
all,” Prince Faisal said during his participation at the Med Dialogues. – DNA



Shehbaz Sharif advises 
Maryam to be careful

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz President Sheh-
baz Sharif has advised Maryam Nawaz not to take matters 
to point of no return. According to the inside story of the 
meeting between Shehbaz Sharif, Maryam Nawaz and Hamza 
Shahbaz, the opposition leader advised Maryam to keep the 
window of dialogue open. “Avoid taking matters to point of 
no return.” The meeting also discussed the upcoming public 
rally of the PDM in Lahore on December 13. The PML-N 
leaders agreed to use the option of the long march.
During the meeting, Shehbaz Sharif showed reservations 
over Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) on resignations from 
the assemblies and said not to consider this option at this 
stage. Sources added that a meeting took place between 
the PML-N leaders during the five-day parole release of 
Shehbaz Sharif and his son Hamza.  It is to be mention here 
that Maryam Nawaz has been carrying out the anti-govern-
ment drive from the platform of the Pakistan Democratic 
Alliance (PDM) and has been adopting a reluctant stand.  
Sources said that during the meeting, Shehbaz Sharif ad-
vised Maryam to consider the option of resignations at the 
end and not go past the point of no return. – DNA
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Former judge 
Arshad Malik dies
RAWALPINDI: Former 
accountability judge 
Arshad Malik, who 
convicted erstwhile 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif in Al-Azizia ref-
erence, has died of 
coronavirus on Friday 
in Rawalpindi. He was 
on ventilator for one 
week. The deceased’s 
funeral prayers will be 
offered in Mandra – a 
town of Tehsil Gujar Khan. Arshad Malik has left two sons 
and as many daughters behind in the bereaved family. Let 
it be known that the Lahore High Court (LHC) had sacked 
Arshad Malik after an inquiry into his leaked video conclud-
ed. The LHC chief justice, while issuing the notification of 
his dismissal, had said that Arshad Malik was found guilty 
in the video scandal inquiry. The notification clarified that 
Arshad Malik was given full opportunity to clear his name, 
and his position was also heard during the inquiry. – DNA

PM Imran Khan says  
Mosques cannot be closed
ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan on Friday 
said that the mosques cannot 
be closed at any cost during 
coronavirus pandemic but 
implementation on SOPs 
must be ensured. He said 
this in his meeting with Fed-
eral Minister for Religious 
Affairs Pir Noorul Haq Qadri 
who called on him on Friday.
Imran Khan has directed 
Noorul Haq Qadri to remain in touch with the religious scholars and the National Command 
and Operation Center (NCOC) on matters related to coronavirus. The prime minister said 
the religious scholars should be kept informed about the latest coronavirus trends so that 
the message of compliance of standard operating procedures (SOPs) continues to emanate 
from mosques. It was also made clear on the occasion that the mosques will not be shut 
down but it is imperative to ensure compliance of SOPs. Pir Noorul Haq Qadri also apprised 
the Prime Minister about the restructuring of Ulema and Mashaikh Council.
On November 24, the National Coordination Committee (NCC) had rejected a pro-
posal of the Sindh government regarding the closure of mosques across the coun-
try amid a nation-wide spike in COVID-19 cases. “A proposal to shut down mosques 
should also be considered,” Sindh Health Minister Azra Fazl Pechuhu was quoted 
as saying during the meeting. However, the NCC members had rejected the idea 
saying that they had already formulated SOPs for the mosque-goers and therefore 
the places of worship should not be closed down. – DNA

Briefs
Nation 

observes 
Youm-e-Dua 

NAveeD mirAj

ISLAMABAD: The nation 
observed Youm-e-Dua on 
Friday for protection against 
the coronavirus pandemic 
that is hitting the country 
badly. The announcement 
was made by President Dr. 
Arif Alvi, on Thursday, while 
speaking after an interac-
tion with Ulemas in Islama-
bad. He had said a strategy 
of a combination of prayers, 
precautionary measures, 
and taking care of the weak 
segment of the society will 
be pursued in the second 
wave of COVID-19.
 President Arif Alvi had said 
Pakistan remained success-
ful in controlling the pan-
demic in its first wave. He 
appealed to the masses to 
strictly adhere to the stand-
ard operating procedures to 
check surge of the pandem-
ic. He had said Ulema have 
an important role in spread-
ing awareness about precau-
tionary measures. He said 
they have also agreed to 
play their effective role in 
this regard. The president 
had said Ulema have reaf-
firmed the SOPs issued for 
mosques on April 17.

Israel urges 
citizens to 
avoid Gulf

DNA
TELAVIV: The Israeli gov-
ernment on Thursday urged 
its citizens to avoid travel to 
the United Arab Emirates 
and Bahrain, citing threats 
of Iranian attacks.
Iran has been threatening to 
attack Israeli targets since 
its chief nuclear scientist, 
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh, was 
assassinated last Friday 
near Tehran. It accuses Isra-
el, which has been suspect-
ed in previous killings of Ira-
nian nuclear scientists, of 
being behind the shooting.
Israel has not commented 
on the killing. But Fakhriza-
deh has long been on Is-
rael’s radar screen, with 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu saying at a 2018 
news conference about 
Iran’s nuclear program: 
“Remember that name.” Is-
rael accuses Iran of trying 
to develop nuclear weapons 
— a charge Iran denies.

ANF foils 
smuggling 
bid opium

 

KARACHI: The Anti Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) Sindh 
Friday claimed to have 
foiled a smuggling bid of 
huge quantity of opium and 
arrested a drug smuggler. 
The ANF Police Station 
Clifton, on a tip off, recov-
ered 105.050 kg of opium 
tactfully concealed in rolling 
mill machine and arrested 
Shahid Muhammad Umar 
s/o Ghulam Mohiuddin, said 
a news release. 
The recovered drug was 
being smuggled to Canada. 
Raid were being conduct-
ed to apprehend the other 
accomplices of arrested ac-
cused. Case had been regis-
tered and further investiga-
tions were underway. – DNA

AbiD rAzA

LAHORE, Local administra-
tion has rejected a request 
from Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) to hold a 
public gathering at the Mi-
nar-e-Pakistan in Lahore ow-
ing to rising COVID-19 cas-
es in the provincial capital.
Speaking to media persons, 
Deputy Commissioner La-
hore Mudassar Riaz Malik 
while divulging details on the 
reasons behind the rejection 
of a request from the PDM,  
said that only 300 people are 
allowed to gather under the 
COVID-19 SOPs. “Even this 
permission is for the wedding 
ceremonies,” he said.
He further said that they 
could not allow a public 
gathering at Minar-e-Paki-

stan owing to its status as a 
heritage site. “The ratio of 
COVID-19 spread in Lahore 
is witnessing an alarming 
surge,” he further said.
It is pertinent to mention 
here that COVID-19 cases 
have witnessed a surge in 
the country including Pun-
jab province as the second 
wave of the virus had hit the 
country. According to the lat-
est figures, the coronavirus 
claimed 24 more lives in Pun-
jab during the past 24 hours, 
taking the provincial death 
toll from the disease to 3,115. 
According to a spokesperson 
for the Primary and Second-
ary Health Department, 670 
fresh infections detected 
during this period, pushing 
the total number of cases 
thus far reported across the 
province to 121,753.

PDM’s gathering at Minar-e-
Pakistan disallowed

It is pertinent to mention here that COVID-19 cases have 
witnessed a surge in the country including Punjab province 

as the second wave of the virus had hit the country

Pak for ‘just 
resolution’ of 
Palestinian 

issue
DNA

NEW YORK: Reaffirming 
its full support to the Pales-
tinians’ struggle for self-de-
termination and against for-
eign occupation, Pakistan 
has urged the international 
community to help them 
establish an independent 
State of their own with Al-
Quds al-Sharif as its capital.
“The tragedy of Palestine is 
the collective failure of the 
international community 
to uphold the fundamental 
principled provision of the 
UN Charter and the binding 
resolutions of the Security 
Council,” Pakistani delegate 
Saad warraich told the UN 
General Assembly.
Speaking in a debate on 
the Question on Palestine, 
he said that Palestine was 
the core issue in the Mid-
dle East conflict that has 
spawned regional instability 
and contributed the most to 
the anger and frustration 
among the peoples of the 
Arab and Islamic world.

India formally 
protests to 

Canada 
DNA

NEW DELHI: India sum-
moned Canada’s ambassador 
on Friday and said comments 
made by Prime Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau over protests by 
farmers near Delhi were an 
interference in its domestic 
affairs and would seriously 
hurt bilateral ties.
Trudeau, speaking to the In-
dian community earlier this 
week in Canada, said that 
he was concerned about the 
farmers, most of them from 
the Sikh-dominated state of 
Punjab, camped out on the 
outskirts of Delhi in a pro-
test against farm reforms.
The Indian foreign ministry 
said in a statement that com-
ments on “issues relating to 
Indian farmers constitute an 
unacceptable interference in 
our internal affairs.”
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Pakistan plans to enhance 
participation in CAEPO

“Nanning, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region and the whole Guangdong Province are 
basically a big market for Pakistani products. A lot of Pakistanis are also living in this area 
and we need to put our foot on this market and we need to show our presence,” he said

DNA

BEIJING: Pakistani Mission in 
Guangzhou is planning to display 
Pakistani products at the exhibi-
tion area of China-ASEAN Expo 
in Nanning, Guangxi Autonomous 
Region next year, China Economic 
Net (CEN) reported on Friday.
Pakistan would be a special co-
operation partner country at 
the expo and would enhance the 
participation by more Pakistani 
products, according to Muham-
mad Irfan, Commercial Councilor, 
Pakistan Consulate, Guangzhou . 
“Pakistan will be participating as 
a special partner country in Chi-
na-ASEAN Expo to be held next 
year as well. So, my plan is to 
keep this pavilion in this city for 
the whole year and continue mar-
keting of our goods,” Muhammad 
Irfan said in interview.
“We have good quality of ceram-
ics, furniture and textile products 
and can tap the Chinese market 

which is the biggest in the world,” 
he told CEN. He informed that 14 
participating companies from Pa-
kistan related to marble, onyx, fur-
niture, garments, and handicraft 
items are participating in this 
exhibition in a bid to introduce 
Pakistani products here and they 
are very hopeful that it will bring a 
positive result.
About Pakistan’s participation as 
a special partner, he said it is a 
unique opportunity in the sense 
that Pakistan is not a member of 
ASEAN bloc and Pakistan doesn’t 
have any free trade agreement 
with these ASEAN countries.
“Pakistan for the first time has 
been invited as a special partner 
country to the event and the Chi-
nese have promoted us through 
social media and the local media. 
The local government has brand-
ed our products all over the city 
through advertisement campaigns 
free of cost,” he said.
“Nanning is called as one of the 
gateways for China, so we are in-

troducing our products in this area 
and it will be very helpful for Pa-
kistani business community,” he 
said. He lauded the Pakistani com-
panies who showed keen interest 
in participating in this event. 
When they communicate with the 
local people, they are very hopeful 
that this will give good opportuni-
ties to Pakistani exports.
“Nanning, Guangxi Zhuang Au-
tonomous Region and the whole 
Guangdong Province are basi-
cally a big market for Pakistani 
products. A lot of Pakistanis 
are also living in this area and 
we need to put our foot on this 
market and we need to show our 
presence,” he said. “About Paki-
stan’s exports to China, Pakistan 
has recently signed the second 
phase of the Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) with China and that 
was implemented from January 
2020. But unfortunately our ex-
porters could not come to this 
market and have a proper mar-
keting owing to the coronavirus 

pandemic,” said him.
He said that China is the larg-
est importer of meats, fruits 
and vegetables in the world, and 
Pakistan has good-quality fruits, 
vegetables and meat. “We all are 
working hard to get approval 
for Pakistani meat producers to 
send their meat products to the 
Chinese market. Special team 
from China was supposed to vis-
it Pakistan for quarantine inspec-
tions of Pakistani slaughterhous-
es and Pakistani animals.”
“Unfortunately, because of the 
coronavirus they could not travel. 
So we are expecting that as soon 
as the situation becomes better, 
they will visit Pakistan,” he said.
Regarding the export of 
good-quality mangoes to China, 
he said that Chinese are fond of 
mangoes and China has devel-
oped this technology that they 
can have a full year of mangoes, 
and they can produce mangoes.
“Pakistani season of mangoes is 
three to four months. We have a 

mango show in Guangzhou and 
we have promoted our mangoes. 
People in China, particularly in 
southern China, were very happy 
to see the Pakistani mangoes be-
cause of flavor and taste. 
Lots of Chinese importers have 
been interested in importing Paki-
stani mangoes. So next year, I’m 
expecting that the result of this 
mega event will come and we will 
be able to get market access for 
our traders,” he said.
About the export of cherries, he 
said they are trying to overcome 
these issues of quality and pro-
mote Pakistani product in China.
Presently, more than 3,000 
Pakistanis live in Guangxi and 
Guangzhou area but the num-
ber becomes much higher when 
people from Pakistan visit this 
area for two months. It is not-
ed that the 18th China-ASEAN 
Expo is preliminarily scheduled 
for Sept. 10 to 13, 2021, with Pa-
kistan continuing as the Special 
Partner Country.

No lockdown in 
Romania after polls

DNA

BUCHAREST: There will 
be no lockdown after this 
weekend’s parliamentary 
elections, prime minister 
Ludovic Orban told televi-
sion station Romania TV, 
explaining that the econo-
my can’t afford it.
“I guarantee [you] 100% 
there will be no lockdown. 
Romania can’t afford it; 
we can’t afford it from the 
point of view of the econo-
my, from the point of view 
of the upcoming period. 
It will not happen. So, if 
anyone claims this, I say it 
is folly; it is actually a cam-
paign lie meant to weaken 
the support for the [Nation-
al Liberal Party] PNL. 
The president also said it 
very clearly: this is not on 

the table. Shutting down the 
economic activity is out of 
the question,” Orban said. 
He also said that, over the 
past few days, the number 
of people recovering from 
Covid-19 exceeded that of 
the infected ones.
“For the past seven-eight 
days, we have seen a down-
ward trend, and, what is 
more, in the past five days 
out of seven, the number of 
those recovering exceeded 
that of those infected. 
It is true that fewer tests 
were carried out because 
of the public holidays, and 
not all testing centers were 
open, but the testing activi-
ty restarts today under nor-
mal conditions, depending 
on the testing requests,” 
the PM said.
Romania reported 4,916 
coronavirus cases on De-

cember 2 and a share of 
positive tests of 31.3%. Less 
than 17,000 daily tests were 
carried out between No-
vember 29 and December 
2, when Romanians had 
a long, ‘bridge’ weekend 
because of two public holi-
days: St. Andrew on Novem-
ber 30 and the National Day 
on December 1. Fewer tests 
are usually carried out over 
the weekends as well.
The authorities intro-
duced additional restric-
tions starting November 9. 
Schools and kindergartens 
are closed throughout the 
country and masks are man-
datory in all public spaces, 
indoor and outdoor. 
People’s movement is re-
stricted during the night 
(23:00 to 5:00) with some 
exceptions, while shops and 
large stores close at 21:00.

Islamabad 
Mayor 

election 
schedule

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Election 
Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) on Friday 
has issued schedule for 
the by-election on the 
vacant seat of Islama-
bad Mayor.
According to the sched-
ule, nomination papers 
will be received from 
the candidates on De-
cember 11 while scruti-
ny of the papers will be 
held on December 16. 
Polling will be conduct-
ed on December 28.


