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Country
IS making
progress: FM

DNA
MULTAN: Foreign Min-

ister  Shah
Mehmood
Qureshi says
Pakistan is
progressing
with  each
passing day and the path of
development will continue
despite hurdles being cre-
ated by opposition. Talking
to media in Multan, he said
after 70 years, an honest
leadership came into power
in the form of Prime Min-
ister Imarn Khan. The For-
eign Minister said no NRO
will be given to those who
have looted the National
wealth and they will be held
accountable. He said the
Opposition cannot digest
the development and pro-
gress of the country.

PDM jalsa a
‘flop show’

DNA

LAHORE: Special Assistant
— U] Punjab
' Chief  Min-
§ ister on In-
Y formation
Firdous
27 Ashig Awgan
on Sunday declared the
Pakistan Democratic Move-
ment’s (PDM) Lahore rally
a flop show. Addressing a
press conference in Lahore
on Sunday, she said that
PM Imran Khan's rally at
Minar-e-Pakistan was way
bigger than the rally of an
11-party alliance. The special
assistant said that the peo-
ple of Lahore have rejected
PDM rally, adding that the
people of Lahore have con-
fined them in the corner of
Greater Igbal Park.

Babar ruled
out of NZ
T20 series

DNA

LAHORE: Pakistan captain
Babar Azam
has been
ruled out of
New Zealand
T20Is after

) suffering  a
fracture in his right thumb
during Sunday morning’s
practice session. “World’s
second-ranked T20I batsman

suffered the injury during a

throw-down session, follow-

ing which he was taken to a

local hospital where X-rays

confirmed his fracture,”
the Pakistan Cricket Board

(PCB) confirmed in a state-

ment on Sunday. As per the

details, Babar will be unable

to attend nets for at least 12

days, meaning he will not be

available for the 18, 20, and

22 December T20Is to be

played in Auckland, Hamil-

ton, and Napier, respectively.
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march towards
Islamabad in Jan

The PDM chief vowed that the
government “will be of the people and this
system of rigging will no longer work”

ABID Raza / DNA

LAHORE: The Pakistan Democratic Move-
ment has announced a long march to Is-
lamabad, by late January or early February.
The announcement came during a rally at
Lahore’s Minar-e-Pakistan on Sunday, hosted
by the PML-N. PDM chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman said the march will take place late
January or early February. Fazlur Rehman
saluted the crowd’s passion and enthusiasm.
“The resolve that you have shown will prove
to be a milestone in history,” he said. “The
country is currently ruled by an illegitimate
government,” he said. The PDM chief vowed
that the government “will be of the people”.
“This system of rigging will no longer work.”
Fazlur Rehman said that people’s emo-
tions are now turning to that of anger and
resentment. He said the entire movement
is aimed at securing stability for Pakistan.
Taking the prime minister to task, he said:

Continued on Page 06

Govt ministers
make jibes
at jalsa

LAHORE: Special Assistant to the Prime
Minister on Political Communications, Dr
Shahbaz Gill, said the PDM’s jalsa in La-
hore had “flopped”. Sharing footage pur-
portedly from the PDM rally at 5:15pm,
Gill said the jalsa of the Opposition’s coali-
tion “was buried in Lahore today”.

“And these are the champions of democra-
cy who slap for asking questions,” he said.
Adviser to the Prime Minister on Parlia-
mentary Affairs, Dr Babar Awan, said the
decision of the people of Punjab was that
PDM had been “rejected”. “Two months
of preparation, two weeks of Maryam re-
questing and begging the people of Lahore
[to join the PDM rally] but even their po-
litical workers did not come out let alone
Lahore,” Awan said on Twitter. — DNA

Pak to remove hitches
In CPEC projects

The Embassy of China said the Chinese
companies were committed to the new phase of
CPEC cooperation under guidance of two govts

SHuiaaT Hamza / DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has vowed to remove
hitches in quick completion of the China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) projects,
Gwadar Pro reported on Sunday. Accord-
ing to Minister for Planning Develop-
ment and Special Initiatives Asad
Umar, Pakistan and China would
work together to take the mega
CPEC project to new heights.

Asad Umar said he would personally &
hold four meetings in the next two
weeks to address all outstanding is-
sues of CPEC projects. “The great
nations of Pakistan and
China will work together to
strengthen CPEC to take it
to a higher level for mutual
prosperity of both nations”,

he said in a tweet. The minister had held a
meeting on Thursday with all the companies
working on coal to gas and coal to liquid pro-
jects. During the meeting, Asad Umar said
induction of this new technology will unlock
vast local energy reserves and go a long way
in enhancing energy security of Pakistan
and for this purpose a policy frame-
work was being developed.
The Embassy of China in Pakistan
¥ said the Chinese companies were
committed to the new phase of
4/ CPEC cooperation under guidance
of two governments. In a message
on its official twitter account, the
embassy appreciated Asad
Umar and Chairman CPEC
Authority Asim  Saleem
Bajwa for meeting with

Continued on Page 06

NaviD Miras / DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan
has said that Pakistan is committed to miti-
gate impacts of climate change by cleaning
up the environment. He was virtually ad-
dressing the Climate Ambition Summit to
mark the fifth anniversary of the signing of
the landmark Paris Agreement.

The Prime Minister in his address assured
the world that Pakistan will be doing its best
to make its contribution to mitigate the ef-
fects of climate change. He vowed to scrap

N

Continued on Page 06

( PM Imran for keeping
the environment clean

UK envoy greets
Pakistan

A.M.BHaTTI / DNA

ISLAMABAD: British High Commis-
sioner to Pakistan Christian Turner
has Congratulated Pakistan for its
global leadership on Climate Action
under Prime Minister Imran Khan's
leadership. In a series of tweets on
Sunday, he said, Pakistan is leading the

Continued on Page 06
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RAWALPINDI: Security officials stand high alert and cordon off area
after an explosion resulted in injuring at least 25 people. —APP

Shibli slams PDM'’s
‘Irresponsible’ acts

The Federal Minister said that the people
of Lahore have rejected the opposition

()

25 injured
in Pindi
blast

DNA

RAWALPINDI: At least 25
people have been reportedly
injured in an explosion on
Sunday near Rawalpindi’s
Ganj Mandi Police Station.
According to police officials,
atime device was used in the
explosion which tookplace
outside of a filtration plant.
Three people are report-
edly in a critical condition
according to Rescue 1122,
while 19 others had to be
shifted to the District Head-
quarter Hospital in Rawal-
pindi. Three people who
sustained minor injuries
due to the blast were given
first aid on the spot.

Police said it immediate-
ly reached the site of the
blast to carry out further
investigation. Initially, it
was thought that a cylinder
exploded to cause the blast,
but police investigation re-
vealed that a timed device
was used in the explosion.
Commenting on the inci-
dent, City Police Officer
(CPO) Rawalpindi Muham-
mad Ahsan Younas said
that even though an inves-
tigation is currently under-
way, a terrorist plot cannot
be ruled out as civilians
were targeted.

Cold storage
areas to be
established

KHavam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Adviser on
Commerce and Investment
Abdul Razak Dawood held
a consultative session with
the growers, farmers and
exporters of Mangoes in
Islamabad on Sunday.

In a tweet on Sunday, Ab-
dul Razak Dawood said
that the consultative ses-
sions were fruitful.

He said in the meeting
it was agreed to explore
establishing cold storage
areas on airports and ship-
ping ports.

The Adviser said it was
also agreed to establish
a Mango Development
Council under the forth-
coming Strategic Trade
Policy Framework.
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Fiaz CHaubHRY / DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Shibli Faraz while
criticizing the Pakistan Democratic Move-
ment (PDM) rally said that even 11 parties
could not hold rally as big as PTI.

In his statement, Shibli Faraz said that we
did not disrupt the rally but the opposition
leaders were acting irresponsibly during the
Coronavirus. Shibli Faraz said that Allah Al-
mighty protect the participants of the rally
from Coronavirus. He said that opposition
is pushing itself into a dead end. Maryam
Nawaz destroyed her father s politics. The

g B = g a X
Federal Minister said that the people of La-
hore have rejected the opposition. They failed
miserably today and will continue to fail.

Continued on Page 06

Suresh new Indian
Charge d Affaires

Gaurav Ahluwalia will be leaving soon for his
next assignment as Ambassador of India to the
People’s Democratic Republic of Algeria

DNA

NEW DELHI: Diplomat
Suresh Kumar has been ap-
pointed as the new Charge
d’Affaires at the Pakistan
High Commission of India.
He is expected to take up

the assignment in Islam-
abad shortly. Suresh is a
2006 batch Indian Foreign
Service officer and has
worked as deputy secretary
at the Pakistan desk in the
Ministry of External Affairs.

Continued on Page 06
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Mayor seat;
objectionsto
be received
by Dec 14

ISLAMABAD: The Election

Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) will receive the ob-
jection on the nomination
papers by December 14
for vacant seat of Mayor in
Metropolitan ~ Corporation
Islamabad, Islamabad Capi-
tal Territory (ICT).
According to ECP election
schedule, the date of scruti-
ny of nomination papers by
the Returning Officer would
be December 16 while De-
cember 18 will be the last
date for deciding appeals by
Appellate authority.

The ECP has fixed Decem-
ber 21 as last date for with-
drawal of candidature while
December 22 will be the
last date for publication of
list of contesting candidates
along with symbols. The
date of consolidation and
declaration of result by the
Returning Officer will be
December 29.

The last date for filing of
appeals against decisions
of the Returning Officer
(accepting and rejecting
the nomination papers) was
December 12 while the date
for publication of notice of
all the nomination papers
was December 12.

The public notice was is-
sued by the Returning Of-
ficer (RO) on December 9
for Islamabad Mayor elec-
tion to be held on Decem-
ber 28. The last date for
filing of nomination papers
with the Returning Officer
(RO) by the candidates was
December 11.

Through a notification, the
commission called upon
members of Metropolitan
Corporation to elect Mayor
of the Metropolitan Corpo-
ration Islamabad, against
the vacant seat as per
schedule. - APP

NCPC
educates
275 children
In two years

ISLAMABAD: Nation-
al Child Protection
Center(NCPC) has edu-

cated 275 children during
years 2019 -2020 providing
them a chance to create bet-
ter life for themselves.
According to an official data
released by NCPC on Sun-
day, in 2 years 67 children
were reunified. Non-formal
learning was provided 285
children while 23 children
received education through
main stream schools in
2019-20 by NCPC. — APP

IESCO
notifies power
suspension
program

ISLAMABAD:  Islamabad
Electric Supply Company
(IESCO) on Sunday noti-
fied a power suspension
program for on December
14 for various areas of its
region due to necessary
maintenance and routine de-
velopment work. According
to IESCO Spokesman, the
power supply of different
feeders and grid stations
would remain suspended for
the period from 09:00am to
02:00pm, Khor, Fatehpur,
Mandi  Bahlwal,Scheme-1,
Matawa feeders and sur-
rounding areas. — APP

UNIC

EF, PSDF sign accord

for youth skills development

The PSDF would work with UNICEF, federal and provincial governments,
partners from civil society organizations and the private sector to design
ducation to Job Placement’ model in Punjab

and pre-test the ‘Non-Formal

SHUJAAT HamzA

ISLAMABAD: The United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and
the Punjab Skills Development
Fund (PSDF) signed a partner-
ship agreement the other day to
implement a research and devel-
opment project in support of ado-
lescent and youth education, skills
development and job placement as
part of the ‘Generation Unlimited’
partnership in Pakistan.

“The agreement will help re-
search, design and pre-test an
accelerated and cost-effective
‘Non-Formal Education to Job
Placement’ model, improve the
skills and employability of the
most vulnerable and econom-
ically, socially disadvantaged
adolescents and youth,” a news
release said Saturday.

It targets adolescents and young

people who have never attend-
ed formal education or dropped
out of the formal education sys-
tem without achieving primary
school competencies, and do not
have access to education and
economic opportunities.

The PSDF would work with
UNICEF, federal and provincial
governments, partners from civil
society organizations and the pri-
vate sector to design and pre-test
the ‘Non-Formal Education to Job
Placement’ model in Punjab.

“It aims at offering a unique, in-
tegrated solution by simultane-
ously (1) providing adolescents
and young people age 10-19 who
are outside the formal education
system with the opportunity to
enroll in an Accelerated Learn-
ing Program so they can achieve
foundational skills in literacy and
numeracy at primary school;
(2) equipping those who have

achieved grade 5 competency
level with the job and entrepre-
neurial skills through training to
enhance their capacities to access
non-hazardous income generation-
al opportunities; and (3) linking
young people who have success-
fully graduated from the program
to the labour market.

“We are proud that UNICEF has
partnered with PSDF in Pakistan
for this landmark initiative to ed-
ucate and skill out-of-school ado-
lescents,” PSDF CEO Jawad Khan
said. He termed the agreement
“recognition” of the PSDF as the
most innovative and progressive
development sector organization
in Pakistan.

“The PSDF has deep knowledge in
skills training gained through man-
aging large evidence-based and de-
mand-driven programs, operation-
al excellence achieved through
working with largest international

donors, and unmatched ability to
deliver results as PSDF graduates
generate annual incomes of PKR
20 Billion,” he said.

The project is part of the ‘Gen-
eration Unlimited’ (GenU) part-
nership in Pakistan, which aims
at creating a movement to help
young people, particularly ado-
lescent girls and boys between
the ages of 10 and 19, acquire
the education and skills training
required to access employment
opportunities.

The GenU multi-sector partner-
ship platform brings together
government, private sector, civil
society organizations and de-
velopment partners, and forges
innovative collaboration with
young people, with a view to ex-
pand and link formal education
and skill development.

“Pakistan has the largest genera-
tion of young people in its history,

which provides unique challeng-
es as well as opportunities,” said
UNICEF Representative in Paki-
stan Aida Girma.

This new model, she said, was
aimed at expanding opportunities
for and with young people, particu-
larly out-of-school adolescent girls
and boys, providing access to qual-
ity education, skills training and
employment.

“It supports the Vision of ‘Genera-
tion Unlimited’, which is to gather
public and private partners around
the goal of investing in young peo-
ple to help them achieve their po-
tential while supporting economic
and social growth.”

In the first phase, the model
would be developed and pre-test-
ed in Punjab, following which
similar programs would be start-
ed in other provinces to reach
millions of young people, who
lack opportunities.
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ISLAMABAD: A vendor dFs..-pIaying and arranging plastic
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dolls to attract
the customers at his roadside setup. — APP

Federal capital records
279 fresh corona cases

He said the ministry had also asked the
administrations of public and private
organization functioning in the ICT to strictly
monitor the SOPs to ensure protection
of their employees from the COVID-19

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  COVID-19
cases continued to surge
in the federal capital as 279
new Corona cases were re-
ported from the city during
the last 24 hours.
According to an official of
National Command and
Operation Center (NCOC)
on Sunday, as many as 286
cases were reported on Sat-
urday while 319 cases were
reported on Friday.

He said so far 34,579 cas-
es were reported from the
federal capital while 368
deaths were reported from
Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT). He added 28,020 pa-
tients had been recovered
completely.

Meanwhile, on the direction
of Ministry of National Health
Services, the district admin-

istration of Islamabad had
continued smart lockdown in
different streets of the capi-
tal to reduce transmission of
the infection in the selected
streets and other sectors.
They also started taking ac-
tions on violation of stand-
ard operating procedures
(SOPs) related with the co-
rona while visiting marriage
halls, markets and petrol
pumps by its inspection
teams. The administration
also sealed schools, shops,
workshop and restaurants
on violation of SOPs. The in-
spection teams also issued
notices to marriage halls
besides imposing fines on
owners of different shops.
Commenting on the situa-
tion, an official of Ministry
of National Health Services
said that several local level
administrative  decisions
were made to control the

disease.

He advised the citizens to
continue following the so-
cial distancing, use of mask
and other precautionary
measures to stop increasing
local transmission of COV-
ID-19 in the city.

He said the government had
adopted effective strategy
to combat COVID-19 that
resulted reduction in coro-
na cases in the country.

He said a strategy was made
to control corona keeping in
view the global information,
focusing on data with in-
tegration of local data in a
scientific way.

He said the ministry had
also asked the administra-
tions of public and private
organization functioning in
the ICT to strictly monitor
the SOPs to ensure protec-
tion of their employees from
the COVID-19.

ITP crackdown
against drivers

ISLAMABAD:  Islamabad
Traffic Police (ITP) has con-
stituted special squads to
take action against amateur
drivers and bike riders not
using helmets.

Following directions of In-
spector General of Police
(IGP) Islamabad Muham-
mad Aamir Zulfigar, Senior
Superintendent of Police
(Traffic) Farrukh Rasheed
asked all Zonal DSPs for
strict action against amateur
drivers to ensure safe road
environment in the city. He
directed to ensure renewed
efforts for awareness about
traffic rules among citizens
by ITP education wing.

SSP (Traffic) has also ap-
pealed the parents to re-
frain handing over vehicles
or bikes to their under-age
children.

He directed ITP’s teams to
visit educational institutions
to create traffic sense as
several students have joined
ITP as traffic volunteers.
The SSP (Traffic) said that
purpose of action against
amateur drivers and mo-
torcyclists with helmets
was to ensure their own
safety and it should not
be considered a punitive
measure. — APP

Marghazar Zoo to be transformed

Named as the Margalla Wildlife Conservation Center, the facility will be a first of its kind
well-planned set-up established as a part of PM Imran Khan'’s clean and green agenda

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Special As-
sistant to Prime Minister
on Climate Change, Malik
Amin Aslam announced that
Islamabad Marghazar Zoo
would be transformed into a
world-class wildlife conser-
vation facility center soon.
According to a press release
issued here, he said that
a comprehensive plan has
been chalked out to trans-
form the Islamabad Marg-
hazar Zoo into the wildlife
conservation center. He said
a decision to this effect has
been taken by the Islamabad
wildlife management board
(IWMB) during its second
meeting held on December
8 presided over by its chair-
man Rina Saeed Khan.
Named as the Margalla Wild-

life  Conservation Center,
the facility will be a first of
its kind the state-ofthe-art
and well-planned set-up es-
tablished as a part of Prime
Minister Imran Khan'’s clean
and green agenda for overall
environmental sustainability
and wildlife conservation,
which will be home to local
wildlife species kept in open
enclosures for both public
entertainment,  education
and research purposes,
SAPM revealed.

He emphasised, “This was
completely a new concept
rolled out under the Prime
Minister Imran  Khan’s
Clean and Green Pakistan
Agenda and the incumbent
government’s environmen-
tal-friendly and wildlife con-
servation and protection
policies as a part of the
biodiversity  conservation

efforts.” Malik Amin Aslam
said that the wildlife conser-
vation facility would span
over 82 acres in the foothills
of Margalla Hills National
Park (MHNP) and house
wildlife sanctuaries, a vet
hospital, rescue and trau-
ma centre for indigenous
species and research on the
flora and fauna of MHNP.

Due to its close proximity
with MHNP, the area was
a natural habitat for wildlife
species, which would be
re-designed to help fulfill
our national commitments
regarding wildlife conser-
vation, protection and their
welfare goals, he said. “All
the available resources
would be utilised to devel-
op a facility at the Margalla
wildlife conservation centre
for rescue and rehabilita-
tion of wildlife species in

their natural habitat.

It is also part of the plan
to rescue and rehabilitate
injured and abandoned wild
animals as well as treat and
feed them for their com-
plete rehabilitation, which
would be released back into
the their natural habitats
after their recovery at the
rescue-cum-rehabilitation
facility within the centre.
Spelling out overarching
objectives, Aslam said that
the proposed wildlife con-
servation centre would aim
to promote wildlife conser-
vation and sustainability.
The planned rehabilitation/
rescue centre would be
well-trained staffed  with
well-qualified and trained
wildlife rescue, rehabilita-
tion and management skills;
veterinary and wildlife spe-
cialists to provide strong

management with scientific
operations based around the
concept of animal well-being
and health care for them, he
said. PM’s aide also revealed
that the wildlife conserva-
tion centre would also house
an education and informa-
tion centre for creating pub-
lic awareness about local
flora and fauna.

Introducing electric trains
was also a part of the plan that
would give visiting families,
particularly children, a living
and pollutionfree  amuse-
ment experience of being in
the world-class wildlife safari
park. “We as a part of the
present government ‘strong-
ly’ believe that by conserving
wildlife, we’re ensuring that
future generations can enjoy
our natural world and the
incredible species that live
within it,” he remarked.

HEC announces
scholarships
for PhD Iin US

Those having GRE waived by the
host university will be required
to appear in the HAT test and
get a 60% score in addition to
meeting the eligibility criteria
of the host university

ISLAMABAD: The Higher Education Commission (HEC)
on Sunday announced a scholarship programme for PhD
candidates for fall 2021 and Spring 2022.

The scholarships are announced under the “US-Pakistan
Knowledge Corridor” initiative of the HEC, according to a
statement issued on Twitter.

The Pakistani scholars will have a chance to study at the

US universities.

Eligibility Criteria: Pakistani/ AJK nationals.

Minimum fouryear Bachelor’s degree (BS/BSc/BE -16
years of formal education).

Maximum one 2nd Division and no 3rd Division in the
entire academic career.

Maximum age on the closing date shall not exceed:

40 years in the case of regular faculty members of public
sector universities/government colleges and researchers
of approved/registered R&D Organizations (born after

January 10, 1981).

35 years in all other cases on the closing date of the appli-
cation (born after January 10, 1986).

Merit Determination Formula:

GRE Scores-60% (preference will be given to the higher
scores). Those having GRE waived by the host universi-
ty will be required to appear in the HAT test and get a
60% score in addition to meeting the eligibility criteria of
the host university. HEC AEF Formula 30%. Must not be
availing any other Scholarship.

Application Submission: The application must be submitted
online on the HEC portal until January 10, 2021. The closing
date for the scholarship application is January 10. — DNA

Govt. holds
awareness
workshops at
‘Panahgahs’

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Rising to
the challenge of second
wave of coronavirus pan-
demic, the management of
shelter homes is conduct-
ing a series of workshops
to reinforce the COVID-19
related standard operating
procedures (SOPs) at its
facilities in twin cities of
Rawalpindi and Islamabad
through massive sensitiza-
tion of the service provid-
ers and dwellers.

Prime Minister’s Focal Per-
son on Shelter Homes Na-
seem ur Rehman informed
journalists on Sunday that
third workshop scheduled
to be held on Monday at
Tarlai Panahgah, located in
Islamabad’s outskirts.

“So far, we have arranged
workshops at two of the
biggest shelter homes set
up near Peshawar Mor and
Sabzi Mandi to educate
its service providers and
residents about the health
guidelines,” Naseem noted.
He said protection of daily
wage earners, who belonged
to the poorest segments of
society, from the coronavi-
rus was the government’s
foremost priority, adding all-
out efforts were being made
to ensure safety of every-
body, visiting or staying at
all the establishments.

The focal person said apart
from imparting health mes-
sages to the service pro-
viders, strict enforcement
of precautionary measures
would be ensured within the
premises of all the shelter
homes to transform them
into safe and secure places
in the wake of second wave
of pandemic.

IRSA releases
70,500
cusecs water

ISLAMABAD: Indus River
System Authority (IRSA)
on Sunday released 70,500
cusecs water from various
rim stations with inflow of
54,200 cusecs.

According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, water
level in the Indus River at
Tarbela Dam was 1476.01
feet, which was 84.01 feet
higher than its dead level
1386 feet. Water inflow in
the dam was recorded as
25,400 cusecs and outflow
as 25,000 cusecs.

The water level in the
Jhelum River at Mangla
Dam was 1171.65 feet which
was 131.65 feet higher than
its dead level of 1040 feet
whereas the inflow and out-
flow of water was recorded
as 11,300 cusecs and 28,000

cusecs respectively. — APP

CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Sealed tenders are invited on percentage basis for the following work form the contractors having valid registration in
Pakistan Engineering Council in appropriate category and having the codes mentioned against the work.

Mechanical Division-|

TENDER NOTICE

NIT Cost Earnest Date & Time for Date & Time for PEC
S# Name of Work Money Receipt of Tender | Opening of Tender Tender Fee Code
Providing / Installation
of Road Lights at 29-12-2020 29-12-2020 EE-04
1 ATTA TURK Rs.15,693,362/- | Rs.471,000/- at at Rs.2000/- EE:O 5
AVENUE (WEST), 11:30AM 12:00 Noon
Islamabad
2. The tenders form complete can be download from CDA website; however, contractor is responsible for followings:

a)  Contractor must pay tender fee of Rs: 2000/- before opening of tender in shape of deposit at call non-refundable or

cash payment in office of Dy. Director Mechanical Division-I, CDA.

b)  Contractor must sign and seal all pages of tender documents at lower right corner of each page.
) Tender name should clearly be mentioned on the envelope with the information that the documents inside are

downloaded or purchased directly from the office of DD Mech-I, CDA

d) Before opening of tender contractor must provide the valid attested copy of enlistment in PEC in the above

mentioned codes.
e)  Tender pages must be properly stapled in sequence.

3. Tender forms can also be purchased on cash payment (non-refundable) for above mentioned work from the office Dy. Director
Mechanical Division-|, CDA located at Room No. 48 Old Naval Head Quarter, G-6 Markaz, Islamabad during working hours. No

tender will be sold on the date of opening of tender.

4 Application for issuance of tender documents shall accompany name, address(s), signature of contractor, and valid enlistment

of Firm in PEC in the above referred code.

5. Tender will be issued those firms who have valid PEC registered certificate having appropriate category /EE-04, EE-06 and valid
Electrical License issued by Electrical Inspector Islamabad region renewed for the current financial year 2020-2021 for

execution of E&M works at Rawalpindi/Islamabad.

6. In case of the total bid amount is less than 10% of NIT cost, the bidder shall submit call deposit as measure of security equal to
the difference between NIT cost and total quoted amount less 10% of NIT cost. The performance security of the successful
bidder shall be released after completion of project, otherwise the tender will be rejected at the time of opening.

7. Earnest money in the shape of deposit at call as mentioned against the work and in terms/clause of NIT in favor of Dy. Director,
Mechanical Division-I, CDA from local schedule bank of Islamabad must accompany with the application, without call deposit
no application for issuance of tender will be entertained. Cash/cheque will not be accepted

8. If any contractor wants to participate in tender opening process through its representative, then he should issue authority
letter on the letter head of the firm depicting complete valid address & contact number along with attested copy of CNIC.
9. Tender for the work mentioned above will be received and opened in the office of Director E&M Development, CDA located at

Room No. 49, Ground Floor Old Naval Head Quarter Building, G-6 Markaz, Islamabad on same date and time in presence of

the contractor or their authorized representatives.

10. CDA may reject all bids or proposals at any time prior to acceptance of a bid or proposal. The CDA shall upon at request
communicate to any supplier or contractor who submitted a bid or proposal, the ground for its rejection of all bids or

proposals, but shall not be bound to justify those grounds.

11. Advertisement can also be seen at CDA website ww.cda.gov.pk and PPRA website www.ppra.org.pk
12. The contractor will provide following additional documents while submitting the tender, otherwise the tender will be liable to

rejection.

a.  Power of attorney
d. Non-relationship Certificate
f. Profesional Tax certificate

b. Partnership deed

g. Registration Certificate...

h. Non- Judicial Stamp paper worth Rs. 10 only

PID(1) 3093/20

e: Income Tax Registration Certificate

¢. Programme of Work

(Ikhlag Hussain)
Dy: Director, Mech-l
Ph: 051-9209886
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PTI in a spin

ESPITE differences both old and new, the PPP and PM-

L(N) were never united in recent history as strongly as

they are now. On Friday, PPP chairperson Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari visited Jati Umra to meet the PML(N) leadership and
held a joint presser along with PML(N) Vice President Maryam
Nawaz. While the PPP Central Executive Committee is yet to
take a decision of the issue of resignations, Mr Bilawal Zardari
maintained that there would be no division in the PDM on the
issue of resignations. He even claimed that he was in fact receiv-
ing resignations of his party legislators in large numbers. Yester-
day six PPP and PML(N) leaders met at Bilawal House Lahore to
review arrangements of the Lahore rally and discuss the future
steps of the agitation, including resignations
Ms Nawaz claimed that over the last few days senior PTI lead-
ers, including ministers, had been contacting the PML(N)
leaders with requests for talks. She reasserted the stand that
there can be no parleys with the PTI government that had been
formed through a stolen mandate. To show to the PML(N) rank
and file that the decisions being taken by the PDM had the
full support of the party’s supreme leader, Mian Nawaz Sharif
convened the PML(N) working committee meeting yesterday
where all took oath that they would abide by party discipline
and follow whatever decisions were taken by the party includ-
ing resignations, long march, and sit-ins. The PMLN() knows it
is expected to play the most vital role in organising protests on
account of having the largest following in Punjab. It also under-
stands that it would be the principle beneficiary if the ongoing
agitation achieved its goal. The PML(N) is therefore keen to
keep the PDM united despite the differences.
The PTI leadership is nervous for it is now being subjected to
criticism couched in the sort of acerbic language that it em-
ployed against the governments in power. Federal Minister
Ali Amin Gandapur has suddenly discovered that PDM chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman had contacts in British intelligence
agency MI6 and was allegedly involved in anti-state activities
besides corruption. The question is why didn’t the government
take immediate action instead of keeping the so called informa-
tion to itself only to disclose it on the eve of the Lahore rally?
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Cabinet shuffle

By MuHAMMAD OMAR IFTIKHAR
T HE shuffling of cabinet ministers’ offices by Prime Min-

ister Imran Khan may herald major changes. In a recent

shakeup, Sheikh Rasheed Ahmad was given the portfo-
lio of Minister of Interior. He had been aspiring to work in this
position ever since the PTI government came into power in
2018. Dr. Hafeez Shaikh was given the charge to lead as the
Minister of Finance. It is expected that he will bring viable
changes to the Ministry. Such a change will facilitate the finan-
cial concerns at the micro and macro levels as Dr. Hafeez will
use his strong acumen and experience. The Ministry of Narcot-
ics Control at the federal level was handed over to Brigadier
(retd) ljaz Shah, who was previously the Minister of Interior.
These changes spell the government’s concern to handle im-
portant aspects falling under each ministry. Sheikh Rasheed is
known to properly handle the media and his presence in front
of the camera will keep a check and balance on the information
being disseminated from his Ministry. However, it is yet to be
seen how he handles the opposition’s move against the govern-
ment by holding jalsa and rallies.
Dr. Hafeez needs to wear his thinking cap and ascertain that
such policies are implemented that provide relief to the com-
mon man and the business community. Inflation must be re-
duced while keeping a check on major activities affecting the
country’s financial aspects. In another decision, Azam Swati
was given the charge as the Federal Minister for Railways. This
ministry needs proper overhauling as a large number of the
country’s middle class and lower middle class still uses this
mode of transportation. Special emphasis must be given to
renovate the tracks, train stations, crossings, engines, and pas-
senger bogies. It is also reported that since Azam Swati has
close relations with some Chinese officials, he will pave way for
timely completion of the rail projects to be completed under
the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). The Pakistani
nation is hopeful that these professionals on their new official
roles will prove their mettle and make all such actions that will
strengthen their ministry while bringing positive results.

Why Europe Is suffering devastating second wave

EOPLE with protective masks walk

simple precautions while generally keeping

internal European borders were open. While

Kerry Boyd Anderson D down a shopping street during the

._|L second COVID-19 lockdown in Vien-
na, Austria, Nov. 13, 2020.

Austria on Tuesday significantly tightened its
coronavirus disease (COVID-19) lockdown,
closing non-essential shops and most schools
and requiring people to stay at home where
possible. Across Europe, many countries have
been instituting a range of restrictions, includ-
ing some partial lockdowns as well as a few
stricter ones, to try to stem a devastating sec-
ond wave of the pandemic.

COVID-19 cases are increasing around much
of the world, and North America and Europe
are experiencing the sharpest increases in
infection rates. The US never brought rates
far below the initial wave, despite some im-
provement in the summer; nonetheless, it
IS experiencing a severe spike in cases that
is much worse than earlier in the pandem-
ic. Canada successfully brought rates far
down in the summer after its first wave in
the spring, but now it is suffering through a
second wave far worse than the first.
Europe also had significant success in com-
bating the virus early in the summer, but
its second wave is far exceeding the rates
of the first. There were some positive signs
in a few European countries last week,
with the increase in infection rates slowing
— likely indicating some impact from lock-
downs and other mitigation measures. Still,
the situation throughout Europe is harrow-
ing, with nearly all countries struggling to
contain the virus.

The second wave of COVID-19 has spread
throughout Europe, from the UK to Russia and
Sweden to Spain. Even Central Europe, which
escaped much of the first wave, is now experi-
encing very high infection rates.

Reactions across Europe have varied. Sweden
still leads among those who think the best ap-
proach is to suggest, rather than require, some

Europe’s experience
offers some lessons for
the rest of the world.
One is that mitigation
measures will remain
important tools until
there is a widely available
vaccine or herd immunity.
Lockdowns are not
sustainable indefinitely,
but less restrictive
measures can play a key
role in helping to prevent
surges. Another lesson is
to be very careful about
large groups of people
traveling to a limited
number of destinations
within a limited period
of time; this type of
concentrated travel can
quickly spread the virus
across countries. Finally, no
population group — including
young or old — exists in
isolation; in a society

everything open.

It has had significantly more infections and
deaths than its Nordic neighbors but fewer
than some other European countries. Multiple
countries have imposed a range of restrictions,
and several — such as Germany — have put par-
tial lockdowns in place.

A smaller number, such as France and Aus-
tria, have tightened their earlier partial lock-
downs. Officials have warned Europeans that
there might be restrictions on travel over next
month’s Christmas holiday.

It is difficult to pinpoint a single reason for
the greater intensity of the second wave of the
pandemic in Europe. One factor was the lift-
ing of restrictions over the summer. Similar to
Canada, many European countries instituted
lockdowns and other measures during the first
wave and successfully brought infection rates
far down early in the summer. Understandably,
many of the stricter measures were lifted. Life
returned largely to normal in many places. Un-
fortunately, it has become clear that a return
to normality allows the virus to spread.

A related factor is COVID-19 fatigue. Lock-
downs are economically and socially damag-
ing; it is not feasible to maintain them indef-
initely. Beyond this, many people are tired
of other restrictions, choosing not to wear
face masks consistently, gathering in larger
groups of people, and traveling. When the
second wave began in August, many govern-
ment leaders were reluctant to reimpose
restrictions on a weary public and to cause
further economic damage.

Another major factor that is more specific to
Europe was the August travel season. While
summer is a time when people from many
countries like to travel, European culture
particularly highlights August as a time when
Europeans go on holiday, and where tourists
are often concentrated in specific areas, such
as along the Mediterranean Sea. By August,

tourist numbers were down from the past,
partly thanks to ongoing restrictions against
visiting Americans, Europe still had a rela-
tively robust holiday season.
It is not a coincidence that infection rates
started increasing in August. As vacationers
relaxed and socialized — sometimes in large
groups without masks — outbreaks began
occurring in popular destinations, including
ones like Greece that had not previously ex-
perienced particularly high infection rates.
Travelers then returned the virus to their
home countries.
In Europe, similar to the US, young adults have
played a significant role in driving the second
wave. They go on holiday, attend university in
some cases, and socialize, and then spread the
disease among their families and communities.
There are differences between European na-
tions that shape those countries’ experiences.
For example, some have been reluctant to pro-
mote or require masks, while others have been
much more assertive with this key tool. How-
ever, even accounting for these differences, the
second wave is hitting most of Europe hard.
Europe’s experience offers some lessons for
the rest of the world. One is that mitigation
measures will remain important tools until
there is a widely available vaccine or herd im-
munity. Lockdowns are not sustainable indefi-
nitely, but less restrictive measures can play a
key role in helping to prevent surges.
Another lesson is to be very careful about
large groups of people traveling to a limited
number of destinations within a limited period
of time; this type of concentrated travel can
quickly spread the virus across countries.
Finally, no population group — including young
or old — exists in isolation; in a society, people
of multiple generations, classes and more in-
teract. Their behavior affects each other, espe-
cially in a pandemic.

— Courtesy: Arab News

Homework or no homework — “An eternal debate”

- HE debate on homework is quite
Muhammad Amir Saleem ‘ ‘ an old one. A stark contradiction
exists among parents. For some,
it is essential to keep children busy at
home instead of allowing them to be
glued to electronic gadgets or mobiles.
Unlike this, some give preference to
extra circular activities and family time
over it. The same wedge in opinions lay
among educationists and psychologists.
Their literary and academic work is full
of varying degrees of agreement and dis-
agreement. No wonder at all, when the
discussion turns up to schools!
In private-owned Schools, parents and
students are valued clients whose satisfac-
tion is the prime goal to be entertained.
The policy statements of schools — en-
thralling, inspirational, and eye-catching
— are found either on notebooks or deco-
rated walls in premises. Also, notebooks
bear the same attractive school icons and
promotions. So, one can establish a cor-
relation between marketing and a sale
factor. Not surprising at all, who is the
beneficiary! Nevertheless, this is not the
case with all schools!
To the utter disappointment, the status
of the teacher is no more than a minority
creature in institutions where students
are considered a valued customer! Fur-
ther, the performance of a teacher is
evaluated through the prism of parent
and student satisfaction. In such an en-

In private-owned Schools,
parents and students
are valued clients whose
satisfaction is the prime
goal to be entertained.
The policy statements
of schools — enthralling,
inspirational, and eye-
catching — are found either
on notebooks or decorated
walls in premises. Also,
notebooks bear the same
attractive school icons
and promotions

vironment, consequentially, the creative
and innovative flair of the teacher hides
in the deep mist of artificial display. This
costs both students and schools alike!
Whereas, the unchecked homework or
absence of homework is a good pretense
in the hands of the school management
to take teachers down a peg or two.

To support family, the working women
do not have much time to monitor kids
at home; hence, the advocacy of home-
work is a natural proclivity because it
keeps their children busy at home in
the absence.

Analogous to this, some parents lend
homework a great deal of credence and
believe that it improves examination
grades. But, the latest research of some
prestigious institutions in the west sets
aside this abstraction and claims that
home assignments only bring a modest
improvement in standardized tests.

By and large, students pay the least sig-
nificance to homework. It is precise to
say that they bring it off superfluously at
home. But, some even accomplish it dur-
ing lectures at school! The predominant
numbers of students detach its impor-
tance from the examination perspective
and put it down as an additional burden!
On top of, teachers do not check the ac-
curacy of assignments; they only mark it
as to relieve themselves of this burden.
The very predisposition permeates

among teachers who do not check the
accuracy of assignments- just scrambling
and scribbling the scripts. Here comes
the worst, in the shape of tuition and
academy, that all tasks from schools be-
come devalued!
Undoubtedly, the correct amount and fre-
quency can enhance the significance of
homework. Further, if teachers sincerely
check the accuracy of work, it will benefit
students the most. Well, schools should
reduce the burden of teachers in terms of
student-teacher ratio, so teachers spend
more time improving their knowledge
and preparing their lessons.
If home assignments carry some marks
in the internal assessment system, stu-
dents may attempt it more seriously. We
should follow the Finland model of educa-
tion in which teachers enjoy high social
and economic status.
Their selection is the toughest because
teachers must have a Master’s degree
and have to get through specific exams
to be a teacher. Indeed, a collective ef-
fort is required to revamp our educa-
tion system that may produce a class of
civilized, diligent, honest, and selfless
individuals.
— The writer is ‘IGCSE’ & ‘O’ Level,
Pakistan Studlies Teacher Beaconhouse
school system Margalla Campus
Islamabad Super Nova School System
Islamabad; Email: pak2059@yahoo.com



CENTRELINE

Largest Diplomatic Magazine

)

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2020 |

WWW.ISLAMABADPOST.COM.PK

slamabadPOST!

Briefs

Govtto
complete
its tenure;

Sh. Rashid

ISLAMABAD: Feder-
al Minister for Interior
Sheikh  Rashid Ahmed
on Sunday said the gov-
ernment would complete
its constitutional tenure
under the dynamic lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Imran Khan as people
of Lahore had rejected
the Pakistan Democrat-
ic Movement’s (PDM)
political gathering and it
was ample proof of their
confidence on Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf .

Talking to a private TV
channel, he said the op-
position  parties were
completely failed to bring
out the people from their
homes against the present
government, adding they
were organising a flop
show against the govern-
ment in Lahore.

The minister said the
PDM had failed, adding
desires of opposition
parties remained un-
fulfilled due to holding
failed gatherings against
the government.
Replying to a question, he
said Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
(JUI-F) Chief Maulana Fa-
zlur Rehman was using de-
rogatory language in his
speeches as his address
in the tribal area was an
example in that regard.
Sheikh Rashid said anti
Pakistan forces were ac-
tive in the country and
they were trying to dest-
abilise the peace of the
whole region. — APP

3369 new
Virus cases,
72 deaths
reported

ISLAMABAD: The total
active COVID-19 cases in
Pakistan on Sunday were
recorded 46,629 as 3,369
more people tested pos-
itive for the deadly virus
during the last 24 hours.
Seventy Two coronavi-
rus patients, 67 of whom
were under treatment in
hospital and Five in their
respective homes or quar-
antines died on Saturday,
according to the latest up-
date issued by the National
command and Operation
Centre (NCOC).

During the last 24 hours
most of the deaths had
occurred in Punjab and fol-
lowed by Sindh.

It added that out of the to-
tal 72 deaths during last 24
hours 42 patients died on
ventilators. No COVID-19
affected person was on
ventilator in Balochistan
and Gilgit Baltistan (GB)
while 353 ventilators were
occupied elsewhere in Pa-
kistan. The maximum ven-
tilators were occupied in
four major areas including
Multan 58 percent, ICT
52 percent, Peshawar28
percent and Lahore 37 per-
cent. — APP

Chohan
terms Lahore
jalsa a failure

ABID Raza

LAHORE: Provincial Min-
ister for Prisons Fayyaz ul
Hasan Chohan has said that
the Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM) Lahore
rally is a failure and the
people of Lahore have re-
jected the opposition. Op-
position should drown in
shame after Lahore rally.
In an interview with private
media, he said that the peo-
ple of Pakistan are only con-
nected with the narrative
of Pakistan. The people of
Lahore have slapped on the
face of Modi and Ajit Dov-
al’s narrative.

Comparing the Pakistan
Democratic Movement ral-
ly, Fayyaz-ul-Hasan Chohan
said that the park was not
built when PTI held a rally
at Minar-e-Pakistan. The
number of 67,000 seats was
announced by the Shehbaz
Sharif government itself.

“l have never seen such
a flop rally in my political
life,” he said. Opposition
should be relieved that it s
getting dark, their dignity is
spared. After today, instead
of going to Islamabad, they
should go under the earth.
Eleven parties could not
fill Minar-e-Pakistan by in-
vesting billions of rupees.
At such a rally, they should
drown in shame.

Azerbaljan embassy pays
respects to Heydar Aliyev

Talking about the national leader Ambassador Alizada said, National leader
devoted his whole life to ,orosperlty and well-being of our nations and they

hold a

—_—

The ambassador also laid floral

specia

tional leader devoted his whole

place in the history of our countries

the development of education

tion system of the country based

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of
Azerbaijan Ali Alizada along with
his embassy staff paid homage to
the great leader of Azerbaijan Hey-
dar Aliyev during a ceremony.

wreath and later offered dua.
The staff of the embassy also
joined the Ambassador in this
ceremony and all of them offered
dua for the national leader.

Talking about the national lead-
er Ambassador Alizada said, Na-

life to prosperity and well-being
of our nations and they hold a
special place in the history of
our countries.

He said one of the main pillars of
their policy for the progress of
our societies and countries was

and the correct assessment of
its importance.

‘Heydar Aliyev paid great at-
tention to the development of
science and education and took
important steps aimed at devel-
oping the scientific and educa-

on advanced principles.

The education reforms carried
out by him in our country since
gaining independence had global
nature and covered all its aspects
and are continued by present lead-
ership of country as well.’

Situation getting worse as
Trump refuses to concede

WEeB DEesk

WASHINGTON:  Several
people were stabbed in
the United States capital,
Washington DC, on Satur-
day night after day-long
protests by the supporters
of outgoing President Don-
ald Trump who refuses to
accept the results of the
Nov 3 elections.

Earlier on Saturday, the
head of the Republican
Party in Texas suggested
forming a union of pro-
Trump states to prevent
President-elect Joe Biden, a
Democrat, from taking over.
Biden won both electoral
(306-232) and popular votes
— by more than seven mil-
lion. But Trump and other
Republicans are refusing to
accept the results.

Earlier in the day, thou-
sands of Trump supporters

gathered in Washington —
marching up and down the
national mall that stretch-
es from Lincoln Memorial
to the Capitol, which hous-
es the US Congress and
the Supreme Court.
Instead of going all the way
to the memorial, the crowds
stopped near the White
House and then turned to-
wards the Capitol, chanting
and dancing all the way.
The chanting was the
fiercest outside the Su-
preme Court, which seems
to have incensed Trump
supporters by refusing to
entertain his plea to undo
the election results.
President Trump’s legal
campaign has filed dozens
of lawsuits, requesting
courts to invalidate vot-
ing in four battlegrounds
states which enabled his
rival, Joe Biden, to win the
election. On Friday, the US

Supreme Court refused
to hear the plea, dashing
President Trump’s hopes
of turning his electoral de-
feat into a legal victory.
The crowds also railed
against Fox News for en-
dorsing Biden’s win, hold-
ing placards that accused
the president-elect of
stealing the election.

The scene became chaotic
after sunset as a group of
pro and anti-Trump sup-
porters clashed in down-
town Washington.

Some of the protesters
used the cover of darkness
to stab rivals while police
tried to separate the two
groups. Videos posted on
social media showed dem-
onstrators exchanging bar-
rages of fireworks, and po-
lice intervening on several
downtown streets.

A spokeswoman for the
Metropolitan Police De-

partment said they had
treated several people
with stab wounds and had
arrested six for brawling.
At least one police officer
was also injured in the
clashes. In the evening,
police shut down traffic in
parts of downtown Wash-
ington and sealed off Black
Lives Matter Plaza near
the White House.

Also on Saturday, Allen
West, who chairs the Re-
publican Party in Texas,
suggested that “law-abid-
ing states” should “form a
Union” to show their rejec-
tion of the allegedly rigged
election.

The United States is a union
of 50 states. In 1869, the
US Supreme Court ruled
unilateral secession uncon-
stitutional but also observed
that revolution or consent
of the states could lead to a
successful secession.

Protest against Indian
farmers’ law intensifies

NEW DELHI: The ongoing
farmers' protest in India es-
calated on Sunday after thou-
sands of angry farmers start-
ed blocking highways and
camping on the outskirts of
New Delhi, while many dem:-
onstrators have now started
marching towards Kadli to
block major thoroughfares,
including Delhi-Jaipur High-
ways. According to Indian
media, Delhi Police have
tightened security at various
borders as the protest has
entered its 18th day today.

However, farmer leaders
have announced the closure

of major roads connecting
Delhi and a hunger strike
beginning from Monday.

On Saturday, over 4,000
policemen were deployed
in Gurgaon and Haryana to
stop the farmers from occu-
pying highways. The laws are
meant to bring reforms and
increase farmers' income,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had earlier said on Sat-
urday in what was seen as a
renewed assurance from the
govt, NDTV reported.
Farmers say the laws threat-
en their livelihoods. Although
various farmer unions have

backed the demonstration,
the protest is largely led by
growers from Punjab and
Haryana in India's north. The
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
government and leaders of
the protesting farmers' un-
ions have held several rounds
of talks but a deadlock per-
sists over the parliamentary
bills passed in September.

Indian farmers have been
struggling for years due to
low crop prices and rising
costs, demonetisation, and
widespread droughts despite
government subsidies and in-
come tax exemptions.— APP

" UN chief

highlights
Pak pledge

DNA

NEW YORK: *“Pakistan an-
nounced no new coal power
plants,” the UN chief has said,
as he recounted the number
of countries coming forward
with strengthened national
climate plans, with commit-
ments covering some of the
world’s biggest emitters on
display. Speaking to reporters
at UN HQ, UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres es-
pecially mentioned the an-
nouncement by PM Khan that
Pakistan was scrapping plans

\for new coal power plants. J

Govt. to ensure
strict SOPs
at alrports

ISLAMABAD: The government has introduced effective
anti-coronavirus Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs),
which are being implemented in letter and spirit at all
airports, during all domestic and international flight op-
erations. The existing SOPs, approved to stem the spread
of deadly virus by the Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority
(PCAA) on November 19 for international passengers,
chartered and private aircraft flights, would remain in
place till December 31, 2020, under which all internation-
al passengers arriving in Pakistan are required to register
themselves by installing the Pass Track App, according to
an official document available with the APP.

“For those passengers who do not possess smartphones
shall be required to enter their data on the website https://
passtrack.nitb.gov.pk/login.” While, children under 12
years of age, disabled passengers and high level foreign del-
egations are exempted from the app and web data require-
ment, however, it is mandatory for them to submit Health
Declaration forms at the airport of arrival in Pakistan.
Requirement of COVID-19 RT-PCR test from passengers
travelling to Pakistan is subject to the country of original em-
barkation. Pakistan has categorized the countries into three
categories like A, B and C. “Asymptomatic travelers from
Category-A countries do not require RT-PCR test before com-
mencement of travel; whereas, travelers from Category-B &
C countries are required to provide proof of the negative test
conducted not more than 96 hours from the commencement
of original travel, failing which the operator/airline shall not
issue the boarding pass.” Besides, international travelers
from the Category-C countries would have to undergo anoth-
er mandatory RT-PCR test upon arrival in Pakistan. — APP

1392 projects approved
for Balochistan

ISLAMABAD:  Balochistan
government has approved
1392 various development
schemes aimed at elimination
of backwardness and uplift-
ing the living standard in the
remote areas of the province.
The provincial government
was proposed 1597 develop-
ment schemes in current year
out of which 1392 projects
have been approved for the
welfare of the masses, said an
official of Balochistan govern-
ment. He informed that out
of 105 priority development
projects, 65 projects have

been approved by PDWP and
DSC. The provincial finance
department had authorized
Rs 28 hillion for the projects
during the first half of the fi-
nancial year 2020-21 while it
would further approve the re-
maining schemes out of total
1597 schemes in Balochistan.
He said the government was
striving hard to solve basic
issues of people through de-
velopment adding that the ap-
proved development schemes
included road and infrastruc-
ture rehabilitation, and drink-
ing water facilities. - DNA

Italy sees promising trade potential in Pakistan

The Ambassador, Andreas Ferrarese said his government prioritized to enhance bilateral trade
between Pakistan and Italy to its full potential of US $ five billion annually in the next three years

ISLAMABAD: The Italian Ambas-
sador to Pakistan, Andreas Ferra-
rese said here on Sunday that he
perceived more trade potential
between Pakistan and Italy in dif-
ferent sectors of the economy that
would help evolve trade equilibri-
um between both the sides.

“Both the sides want equilibrium
and to achieve trade balance as
currently, Pakistan had a trade
surplus in bilateral trade with Ita-
ly as was observed in FY 2019-20,”
the ambassador said.

Replying to a question he said Pa-
kistan exports to Italy were US $
731million during 2019-20 while
Pakistan’s major exports to ltaly
included textile, leather, rice, eth-
anol, including textiles articles,
sets, worn clothing, Cotton ,appar-
el, crocheted, Cereals, raw hides
and skins, leather, beverages, spir-
its and vinegar, Plastics, footwear
and gaiters.

The ambassador said in FY 2019-
20, Pakistan’s imports from ltaly
stood at US $ 521 million and
included ships, boats, and other
floating structures, machinery,
pharmaceutical product, aircraft,
spacecraft, electrical, electronic

equipment, Organic chemicals,
iron and steel, miscellaneous
chemical products, optical, photo,
technical and medical apparatus.
He said currently, Italy was pro-
viding technical assistance in tex-
tiles, leather and marble sectors.
The Ambassador, Andreas Ferra:
rese said his government prior-
itized to enhance bilateral trade
between Pakistan and Italy to its
full potential of US $ five billion
annually in the next three years
from current US $ 1.7 billion. He
said dairy and livestock, olives and
olive products, plastics, processed
food and construction sector were
the areas where Italy could extend
its cooperation with Pakistan. The
Pak-Italy Joint Economic Commis-
sion was the forum for bilateral
economic engagement and was
expected to meet in Rome in the
last quarter of this year.

While replaying about the ex-
pectation of Preferential Trade
Agreement (PTA) between Paki-
stan and Italy, he said Italy was in
European Union (EU) countries
adding, “We are fully supporting
Pakistan in Generalized Scheme
of Preferences (GSP+) status

in every review.” He informed
that Pakistan has a share of 10
percent of trade with Italy in
the whole contribution with EU
countries and in future both sides
would extend more cooperation
in trade and economy.

The ambassador informed that Ita-
ly has become the largest contrib-
utor from the EU in home remit-
tances to Pakistan. He said in FY
2019-20, it registered 29 percent
growth which was far higher than
our national growth in remittances.
He said Pakistani workers contrib-
uted US $ 142.9 million in home

remittances in FY 2019-20, and US
$ 111 million in 2018-19. He said It-
aly was the eigth largest economy
of the world with US $ two trillion
Gross Domestic Product (GDP).
Italy has the third largest econo-
my in the European Union (EU)
after Germany and France and
Pakistan™s 9th top export desti-
nation, he added. He said Italy
has the largest Pakistani diaspora
in the EU. Ambassador Ferrarese
said the construction for the new
embassy was underway and his
priority task was to supervise the
new under-construction ltalian
embassy in the diplomatic area
and speed up the process.

He said a new economic mission
would also be established in Pa-
kistan to enhance trade and eco-
nomic connectivity with Pakistan.
The ambassador said, “I want to
open up a cultural centre, maybe
in one part of the new embassy,
and promote Italian cuisine, art,
paintings, music so that the Paki-
stanis can know more about Italy.”
He said that he was appointed
about nine months ago when coro-
navirus was at its peak. Replying
to a question, he said his prede-

cessor, Stefano Pontecorvo, was a
seasoned economist and he tried
his best to enhance the overall vol-
ume of bilateral trade.

He set a good example and stand-
ards for boosting the economic
and trade relation between both
of the countries. He said COV-
ID-19 wasted our efforts and then
he had to start afresh to give a
quantum jump to the bilateral
trade between Pakistan and Italy.
Ambassador Ferrarese has many
out of the box ideas in-store to
promote bilateral, trade and cul-
tural relations between Pakistan
and Italy. He also stressed the
need for the importance of cultur-
al connectivity to promote trade
and said that he would encourage
exchange of students to further
strengthen bilateral relations.
Replying to a question about his
family, he said that his father and
mother were educationists; his fa-
ther was a professor of history and
his mother a professor of financial
economy. He started that his for-
eign services career was started at
the age of 26 from the department
of Economic Affairs, Italy looking
after the Asia region. — APP

US: 16 miln
cases as
vaccine

starts
roll out

WEeB DEsk

WASHINGTON: The United
States hit a record 16 million
Covid-19 cases on Saturday
afternoon, with deaths clos-
ing in on the 300,000 mark,
even as millions of doses of
anew vaccine were expected
to start rolling out across the
nation on Sunday.

The first vaccine was ap-
proved late on Friday by the
US Food and Drug Admin-
istration and is expected
to touch off a mass-inocu-
lation campaign of unparal-
leled dimension to end the
pandemic that has upended
daily life and devastated the
US economy.

“FDA APPROVES PFIZER
VACCINE FOR EMER:-
GENCY USE!!!” President
Donald Trump announced
on Friday night on Twitter.
He promised Americans the
vaccinations would begin in
less than 24 hours.

But US Army General Gus-
tave Perna said on a Satur-
day news call that the first
shipments will begin on
Sunday and will be delivered
to 145 locations around the
country on Monday.

The remainder of the 636
delivery locations selected
by states and US territories
will receive doses on Tues-
day and Wednesday, he said,
adding that Pfizer will have
more doses ready every
week for distribution and
administration.

claims 31

more lives

in Punjab
LAHORE: Another 31 pa-
tients lose to COVID-19
while 686 new cases were re-
ported in Punjab on Sunday.
A spokesperson for the Pun-
jab Primary and Secondary
Healthcare Department said
the total number of corona-
virus cases reached 127,212
and death toll to 3,351 in the
province while the recover-
ies were 114,910.
The P&SHD confirmed that
338 new cases of COVID-19
were reported in Lahore,
2 in Nankana Sahib, 46 in
Rawalpindi, 4 in Chakwal,
15 in Jehlum, 3 in Gujran-
wala,1 in Mandi Bahauddin,
7 in Sialkot, 7 in Gujrat,
24 in Faisalabad, 7 in Toba
Tek Singh, 15 in Jhang, 13
in Multan, 9 in Vehari, 5
in Khanewal, 5 in Lodhran,
12 in Dera Ghazi Khan, 1
in Chiniot, 43 in Sargodha,
2 in Mianwali, 41 in Jhang,
10 in Bhakkar, 54 in Baha-
walpur, 5 in Muzaffargarh,
30 in Rahimyar Khan, 9 in
Bahawalnagar, 1 in Sahiwal,
3 in Okara, 10 in Rajanpur
and 5 in Pakpattan districts
during the last 24 hours.
The Punjab health depart-
ment has so far conducted
2,179,263 tests for COV-
ID-19 in the province. It is
pertinent to mention here
that services for coronavi-
rus treatment have been
provided in 242 hospitals
across the province, where
8,762 beds have been re-
served for COVID-19 pa-
tients in which 3,280 beds
were equipped with oxygen
facility. As many as 89 venti-
lators in Lahore, 4 in Faisal-
abad, 22 in Rawalpindi and
39 in Multan were being
used for coronavirus cases,
whereas, 503 ventilators
were vacant. — APP

4 Peshawar
areas sealed

DNA

PESHAWAR: A smart lock-
down was imposed in four
more neighbourhoods in Pe-
shawar on Sunday after coro-
navirus cases in the city rose.
After orders by the city’s dep-
uty commissioner, Phase 1 of
Hayatabad’s Sector D, three
streets in Haji Camp’s Sethi
Town, Ghalib Street, River
Kabul Road, Charsadda Road,
and Rashidabad were sealed.
Entry and exit points have
been sealed and people
have been instructed not to
leave their houses unless
absolutely necessary. Wear-
ing face masks in public has
been made mandatory as
well. The following instruc-
tions have been issued too.
No gatherings are allowed.
All shops except pharma-
cies, food supplies, tan-
doors and general stores to
remain closed. Congrega-
tions in mosques has been
restricted to five people.
The lockdown will come into
force from 6pm today and
will last until further notice.
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