
PDM falling 
apart: Fawad

DNA
LAHORE: Federal Minis-

ter for Sci-
ence and 
Technology 
C h a u d h r y 
Fawad Hus-
sain has 

said Pakistan Democratic 
Movement is falling apart 
as the PPP has distanced 
itself from the narrative of 
Nawaz Sharif and Maulana 
Fazlur Rehman. Talking to 
newsmen in Lahore on Sun-
day, he said the politics of 
PML-N is based on enmity 
with Prime Minister Imran 
Khan that is why people 
have rejected it. Fawad 
Chaudhry said after this 
the JUI-F, the PML-N will 
also disintegrate.

Govt days numbered, 
claim PDM leaders

Nazir Siyal / DNA

LARKANA: Various politi-
cal leaders of the Pakistan 
Democratic Movement ad-
dressed crowds gathered 
at Garhi Khuda Bakhsh in 
Larkana to commemorate 
the 13th death anniversary 
of former prime minister 
Benazir Bhutto.
The 11-party Opposition al-
liance has once more asked 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
“to step down” or face the 
movement’s long march to 
Islamabad with the aim to 

“dethrone him”.
PPP chairman Bilawal Bhu-
tto Zardari said that if by 
December 31, the premier 
does not resign, the jiyalas 
(party loyalists) will march 
down to the capital and 
“shove him off off his seat”.
‘You are mistaken if you 
think we will back off’ — Bi-
lawal Bhutto Zardari PPP 
chairman Bilawal Bhutto 
Zardari said the government 
and any naysayers who think 
the Opposition will back off, 
need only look to the Bhutto

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi meeting with a delegation of Ulema of Pakistan, 
at the President House. – DNA

Former President Asif Zardari also addressed the gathering; Bilawal 
and Maryam say Imran Khan has to go in the larger good of country

EASA refuses 
to lift ban  
on PIA

Athar Sufi

KARACHI: A final attempt 
from Pakistan Internation-
al Airlines (PIA) to get re-
lief from the EASA over a 
ban on its flight operations 
to Europe has met with fail-
ure. It is pertinent to men-
tion here that the PIA CEO 
Air Marshall Arshad Malik 
has written a letter to the 
European Union Aviation 
Safety Agency (EASA) for 
giving provisional permis-
sion to the national flag 
carrier to resume its Eu-
rope operation.
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President, PM 
condemn attack

Naveed Miraj / DNA
ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
and Prime Minister Imran Khan have 
condemned terrorist attack on Frontier 
Corps soldiers in Harnai, Balochistan.
In a statement, President expressed 
grief over the martyrdom of FC offi-
cials and commiserates with bereaved 
families. Prime Minister in a tweet ex-
pressing his heartfelt condolences and 
prayers for the bereaved families said 
entire nation stands with our coura-
geous soldiers who face attacks from 
Indian backed terrorists.
Minister for Interior Sheikh Rashid 
Ahmed and Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting Syed Shibli Faraz, in 
their separate statements; have also 
condemned the terrorist attack on FC 
personnel. They said terrorists, through 
their coward acts, cannot demoralize 
our nation and the security forces.

Debt 
repayment 

a challenge
Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Imran 
Khan has 
said the gov-
ernment has 
very little 
left to spend 

on the people because half 
of its revenue collections 
are being used for debt re-
payment.  In a Facebook 
post on Sunday, the prime 
minister said: “I am aware of 
the needs of the people, but 
when the ‘corrupt’ rule the 
country, the entire system 
under which people’s needs 
should be serviced is de-
stroyed.”  “The government 
has ‘very little’ left to spend 
on the people due to half of 
its collections being used 
for debt repayment in the 
first yearand in the second, 
even more than that due to 
accrued interest,” he said.

FM Qureshi 
urges nation 

to unite
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Min-
ister Shah 
M a h m o o d 
Qureshi Sun-
day urged 
the nation to 
unite against 

India’s nefarious designs 
against Pakistan. In a state-
ment, FM Qureshi said that 
India wanted to destabilize 
Pakistan and planning a 
false flag operation against 
the country. India’s aggres-
sive designs against Paki-
stan had been exposed, 
he added.  The foreign 
minister said that Pakistan 
achieved great success in 
the war against terrorism. 
He said, “Pakistan’s armed 
forces are fully prepared for 
a befitting response to any 
aggression or misadventure 
by the enemies.”

Briefs Seven FC men 
martyred in 
Balochistan 

Staff Report / DNA

RAWALPINDI: Seven FC personnel were 
martyred in an attack over their check post 
located in Harnai, Balochistan, Inter-Servic-
es Public Relations (ISPR) said on Sunday.
The ISPR said that the incident of attack 
took place last night, where terrorists 
attacked the FC checkpost in Harnai, in 
which seven FC men were martyred while 
foiling the attack. The security forces 
have cordoned off the area and started the 
search for the assailants. Earlier this week, 
a Pakistan Army soldier embraced martyr-
dom after security forces carried out an in-
telligence-based operation (IBO) in Awaran 
district of Balochistan province. 
According to the details of the operation 
shared by the ISPR, the security forces had 
conducted an IBO on terrorist hideout in 
Silak Kaur area in Awaran district which re-
sulted in the killing of a terrorist and arrest 
of another. A large cache of arms, ammuni-
tion and communication equipment were re-
covered from the hideout, the army’s media 
wing had said adding that during an intense 
exchange of fire with terrorists Havaldar 
Shoaib embraced martyrdom. 

The incident of attack took place last 
night, where terrorists attacked the 

FC checkpost in Harnai
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Shah Mehmood 
Qureshi urges 
nation to unite

ISLAMABAD: European Union Am-
bassador Androulla Kaminara has 
said that Pakistan, an amazing coun-
try with diversity in terms of weath-
er, landscape, biodiversity and a rich 
cultural heritage, with hospitable 
and welcoming people, is a ‘very safe 
place’ for tourists and travelers from 
across the globe. “I have been lucky 
enough to visit some stunning parts of 
Balochistan, Sindh, KP (Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa) and Punjab.  
“I hope that once the COVID situation 
improves, I will have many more oppor-
tunities to see more of the beauty that 
this country is blessed with and to inter-
act with as many different people from 
the cultural diversity of this country,” 
she said in a media interview Sunday. 
Ambassador Kaminara, who recently 
visited the Rohtas Fort which is one 

of the UNESCO World Heritage Sites 
since 1997, said,” Many of the scenic 

parts of the country still remain un-
explored and that is where the huge 
tourism potential exists, particularly 
the stunning northern part of Pakistan 
with the vast Karakoram mountain 
range to the coast in the south.”
She said Pakistan was a very safe place 
to travel and wished that many more 
tourists and travelers from around the 
world could have the opportunity to 
see the beautiful country.
It was a right time and need of the 
hour to utilize the huge tourism op-
portunity by introducing the right 
tourist policies and infrastructural im-
provement to access the unexplored 
areas, she added.  “The EU believes 
that enhancing cultural heritage is an 
important component – not only for 
tourism – but also for peace and dia-
logue,” she said. – Agencies

EU envoy terms Pak safe place 
for tourists and travelers
The EU believes that enhancing cultural heritage 
is an important component – not only for tourism 

– but also for peace and dialogue,” she said

LARKANA: PPP chairman Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, PML-N Vice President Maryam Nawaz 
and PkMAP's Mahmood Khan Achakzai sitting on the stage. – DNA

Opp a bunch of disgruntled 
voices, says Shibli Faraz

Rana Farrukh / DNA
ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information and Broad-
casting Senator Shibli Faraz on Sunday has said 
that the agenda of opposition parties is only to pro-
tect their interests and old foes have now assem-
bled at one place. In a series of tweets, the minister 
said that Prime Minister Imran Khan is faithful to 
people of Pakistan and he will continue his struggle 
against those who plundered this country.  Shibli 
Faraz said those who were criticizing each other in 
the past have now gathered in Larkana which ex-
poses their real faces to the people. Pak reiterates resolve 

for Afghan peace
Pakistan would continue to emphasize the mutually 

agreed fundamental principle that all bilateral 
issues including security and intelligence matters 

should be addressed through relevant forums
A.M.Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: As the Af-
ghan peace process is mak-
ing encouraging progress 
towards a political solution 
of the conflict, Pakistan 
would like to reiterate its 
firm commitment for last-
ing peace and stability in 
Afghanistan, the Foreign 
Office said on Sunday.
“While Pakistan’s efforts 
are acknowledged and ap-
preciated by the Afghan 
society and the internation-
al community, we are con-
cerned about some negative 
comments which continue 
to emanate from certain 
official as well as unofficial 
Afghan circles,” a Foreign 
Office statement said.
The statement said Pakistan 
would continue to empha-
size the mutually agreed 
fundamental principle that 
all bilateral issues including 
security and intelligence 
matters should be addressed 
through relevant bilateral fo-
rums and channels.
“Appropriate institution-
al forums are in place 
for such discourse in the 

relevant Working Groups 
of APPAPS. In addition, 
during the visit of Prime 
Minister of Pakistan to 
Kabul in November 2020 
the two sides also agreed 
on further strengthening 
their contacts on matters 
related to security and 
peace process,” the state-
ment said.
Tte statement said that 
public blame game is detri-
mental to the Afghan peace 
process as well as to our 
shared efforts for enhancing 
bilateral cooperation.
It said Pakistan has contin-
ued to emphasize that there 
is no military solution to the 
Afghan conflict and solution 
of the conflict through a 
political process is the only 
way forward. 
“Towards this end, Pakistan 
has been engaged in seri-
ous efforts to facilitate an 
Afghan-led, Afghan-owned 
peace process,” the state-
ment said, adding that 
during  the current year, 
our long-held position was 
vindicated and Pakistan’s 
serious efforts facilitated 
important breakthroughs in 
the peace process.

‘Anti-state 
elements 

dislike  
Pak role’

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Interior, 
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed 
on Sunday said that an-
ti-state elements were 
disliking Pakistan’s 
role for peace in Afghan 
region. Pakistan had 
made historical efforts 
for establishing peace 
in Afghanistan and this 
constructive role would 
continue at all cost, he 
stated in an interview 
with a private television 
channel.  India, he said 
was supporting the proxy 
war against this country. 
He added that India want-
ed to damage the stability 
of this region and always 
trying to disturb peaceful 
environment of Pakistan. 
He said law enforcement 
agencies of Pakistan had 
defeated the terrorists 
and will continue to sab-
otage the sinister design 
of the enemies. 
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KP Govt 
declares 
weather 

emergency
PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa  government on 
Sunday declared, “Extreme 
Cold Weather Emergency” 
in the whole province with 
effective from December 27 
till further orders. The noti-
fication issued by Relief, Re-
habilitation and Settlement 
Department said due  to ex-
traordinary cold wave hit the 
whole Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
It said this extraordinary 
cold wave was taking form 
of a disaster which was like-
ly to threaten lives of needy 
who were without shelter, 
food and warm bedding. The 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment desired that no needy  
person should be left  without 
shelter and food and directed 
Deputy Commissioners to 
establish temporary shelters 
(Panagah), where they would  
be served breakfast and din-
ner and be provided with 
shelter for night stay with 
warm bedding. – APP

Terrorists 
cannot 

demoralize 
us: Rashid

ISLAMABAD: Interior Min-
ister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed 
has condemned the attack 
on checkpost in Harnai and 
said, that FC soldiers bravely 
fought the enemy. Terrorists 
cannot demoralize us with 
cowardly acts. We will bring 
the terrorists to a logical con-
clusion. Talking to a private 
television channel Sunday, 
the Interior Minister spoke 
about the terrorist attack in 
Balochistan and said that con-
spiracies were being hatched 
to weaken Pakistan from 
within. Security forces will 
thwart internal and external 
conspiracies. He said that Pa-
kistan was playing a very key 
role in Afghanistan. The ene-
my wants to create trouble in 
the area where they will fail. 
He strongly condemned the 
terrorist attack on the FC 
check post in Harnai area of 
Balochistan and said that the 
terrorists would be brought 
to their logical end.
The blood of FC martyrs will 
not go in vain. Terrorists will 
soon be eliminated from the 
country, he added. 
Federal Minister for Sci-
ence and Technology Fawad 
Chaudhry while talking to 
Dunya News said that Paki-
stani forces are sacrificing 
their lives for the country. 
Pakistan is indebted to the 
blood of martyrs. 

PIA to resume 
one way flight 
service from 

KSA
KARACHI: Pakistan Inter-
national Airlines has an-
nounced to resume its flight 
operation in Saudi Arabia 
from Monday to help bring 
back Pakistanis willing to 
leave the Kingdom, said the 
spokesman of  the national 
flag carrier  here on Sunday 
evening. It was only on Dec 
21 that the General Author-
ity of Civil Aviation -Saudi 
Arabia had announced sus-
pension of all international 
flight services  as part of 
necessary precautions to 
avert any possible spread of 
COVID 19, however, in view 
of existent situation it has 
allowed foreign airlines to 
operate flights in the  king-
dom airports and carry non 
Saudi passengers outside 
the Kingdom. Foreign air-
lines have been instructed 
by the Saudi authorities that 
during the operation their 
crew will not be allowed to 
leave the aircraft and not 
to physically contact the 
ground/operation staff of 
the arrival airport. – APP

Minister 
promises 

free vaccine
LAHORE: Federal Minister 
for Science and Technology 
Chaudhry Fawad Hussain 
has said that the govern-
ment will try its best to cov-
er big chunk of population 
with free-of-cost coronavi-
rus vaccine. Addressing a 
press conference here on 
Sunday, he said that private 
companies would be given 
permission to import coro-
navirus vaccine. He said 
efforts would be made to 
provide vaccine free of cost 
or at minimum price to max-
imum number of people, 
adding that vaccine would 
be administered to front-
line workers and senior cit-
izens on priority. The minis-
ter said that comprehensive 
model for administration of 
corona vaccine was being 
prepared in that regard. 
Fawad, while criticising 
leadership of Pakistan Dem-
ocratic Movement (PDM), 
said Shaheed Benazir Bhu-
tto was a personality who 
kept intact all the federating 
units of the country and add-
ed that unfortunately when 
the party went into the 
hands of Zaradaris, it lost its 
credibility. – APP
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Pakistan’s trade with Africa 
reaches $ 4.18 billion: Razak 

The Advisor said total trade with Africa has increased from US $ 3.19
billion in 2016-17 to US $ 4.18  billion in 2019-20

Saifullah/DNA

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to Prime Minister 
on Commerce and Investment Abdul Razak 
Dawood says Pakistan’s trade with African 
countries has reached 4.18 billion dollars 
in 2019-20, which was increased by seven 
percent as compared to the previous year 
(2018-19). As a result of Pakistan’s new en-
gagement with African countries through 
“Look Africa Campaign” started by gov-
ernment of Pakistan, despite Covid-19 pan-
demic, exports to Africa increased by seven 
percent in 2019-20 from US $ 1.38 billion in 
2018-19 to US $ 1.48 billion in 2019-20, the 
Advisor said in an interview.
The Advisor said total trade with Africa has 
increased from US $ 3.19 billion in 2016-17 to 
US $ 4.18 billion in 2019-20.
Replying to a query on the surge in trade with 
African countries, he said Pakistan’s trade 
with Africa remained stagnant at US $ three 
billion per year for last few years but because 
of government’s trade policies with Africa, 
now multilateral trade with African region 
crossed the mark of US $ foulr billion. He add-
ed that main reason of the low trade volume 

was low level of engagement of Pakistan with 
Africa. Razak Dawood said traditionally, rice 
has been our top export to Kenya and other 
African countries. However, “we are plan-
ning to enhance exports of Pharmaceuti-
cals, Surgical goods and Light Engineering 
and Electronic products including Tractors 
and Agricultural implements, two and three 

wheelers, Commercial and Domestic Fans, 
Water pumps and Electrical Machinery and 
equipment etc”. He said there was a lot of 
potential of these products to connect with 
the untapped African Market. Replying to 
a question, he said under the “Look Africa 
Policy” of Ministry of Commerce, “We are 
taking different initiatives including six new 

Commercial Sections have been opened in 
Algeria, Egypt, Ethiopia, Senegal, Sudan 
and Tanzania, in addition to four existing 
Commercial Sections in Kenya, Morocco, 
Nigeria and South Africa, to cover top ten 
economies of Africa”. He informed that 
‘Look Africa Trade Forums’ have been or-
ganized in all major cities of Pakistan to cre-
ate awareness among business community 
of Pakistan about potential of African mar-
kets. He added that establishment of bilater-
al linkages with major African countries was 
underway. Razak Dawood said Joint Working 
Group with Egypt and Joint Trade Committee 
with Kenya have been established while Mem-
orandum of Understanding (MoUs) has been 
shared with multiple African countries.
He said that the government also prioritized 
to increase more participation in Trade ex-
hibitions in Africa in future to enhance the 
economic and trade integration with these 
countries. He informed that for the first 
time, Pakistan was expected to participate 
in International Khartoum Fair in January 
2021. He said Ministry of Commerce has 
also organized Pakistan Africa Trade Devel-
opment Conference in Nairobi, Kenya on 
30th and 31st January 2020.

Steel industry rejects false 
statements of ABAD, builders 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The steel sec-
tor of Pakistan strongly rejects 
the irresponsible statements 
made by the Chairman, Asso-
ciation of Builders and Devel-
opers (ABAD) and Builders 
and the baseless claim of ac-
cusing steel sector for carteli-
zation or conspiring against 
the PM’s Naya Pakistan 
Housing Scheme. Pakistan 
Association of Large Steel 
Producers (PALSP) wants to 
make it clear that the most re-
cent increase in the prices of 
steel bars is a result of drastic 
increase in steel melting scrap 
prices internationally. 
This phenomenon is not con-
fined to Pakistan as it is hap-
pening the world over and is 

due to shortage of scrap in the 
international market caused 
mainly by Covid related sup-
ply chain disruptions. Due to 
COVID and severe winter and 
heavy snowfalls, the collection 
of scrap in the world has re-
duced sharply. It is also a fact 
that the Steel Melting Scrap is 
NOT MANUFACTURED IN 
A FACTORY but is a result of 
collections of scrap manually 
and mechanically. Resultant-
ly, the prices of raw material 
internationally have shot up 
from USD 305 in August 2020 
to current bookings of USD 
470. This price may further 
rise in the international mar-
ket.  “Statements made by 
ABAD are completely illogical. 
How can an industry where 
there are over 300 manufac-
turers of steel bars collude 

to fix prices? Due to intense 
competition, steel prices are 
normalized very efficiently 
and this is evident in industry 
margins, which are as low as 
3% currently. Those who re-
sort tocartelization do so to 
have abnormally high profit 
margins, which is clearly not 
the case in the steel industry”.
Over the past two years, steel 
manufacturers have absorbed 
massive cost increases on ac-
count of  PKR depreciation, 
energy costs and taxation 
measures that have brought 
industry profit margins to bare 
minimum and many times in 
the negative territory in or-
der to provide cost effective 
material to government and 
housing projects. However, 
the latest increases in raw ma-
terial are too large to absorb 

and will have to be passed on 
to the consumer.
“We will file defamation cases 
in the honorable courts against 
members of ABAD if such false 
and baseless claims continue. 
In fact, we believe construction 
projects of national importance 
will only be achieved if all stake-
holders support each other 
rather than exhibit such child-
ish behavior as some members 
of ABAD are currently doing” 
stated a senior official of PAL-
SP. “We believe the current 
hike in raw material prices is 
temporary and may only last 
for a shorter span of time. We 
have also approached various 
ministries in the government to 
apprise them of such a tempo-
rary phenomenon and how we 
can work together to mitigate 
the impact.”

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development 
Authority (CDA) dismissed Deputy 
Director of Land Directorate over 
the charges of corruption against 
him on Sunday whereas Assistant 
Director, Senior Assistant, and Sub 
Assistant have been demoted. Di-
rections have been issued to take 
back vehicle from Deputy Director. 

According to detail, the current ad-
ministration of CDA has fastened the 
pace of its operation against corrupt 
mafia. In a recent move, the authority 
has dismissed the Deputy Director of 
Land Directorate, Taimoor Ahmed 
from his job whereas Assistant Di-
rector, Muhammad Asghar; Senior 
Assistant, Malik Sajid Mehmood; 
and Sub Assistant Muhammad Latif 
have been demoted. These officers 
of CDA had illegally allotted 59 plots 

at sector D-13. These plots were sup-
posed to be allotted by lucky draw 
but the mentioned officers allotted 
these plots by doing favoritism af-
ter taking bribe. An inquiry was 
held against them which proved 
them guilty due to which CDA took 
action against them. Deputy Di-
rector, Taimoor Ahmed has been 
dismissed from his job and the 
authority has directed him to give 
back the vehicle which is in his use. 

Assistant Director Muhammad As-
ghar of Grade 17; Senior Assistant 
Sajid Mehmood of Grade 16; and 
Sub Assistant Muhammad Latif of 
Grade 14 have been demoted. How-
ever, the Deputy Director involved 
in the case has taken the prohibi-
tion order from court.
Few days back, the authority dis-
missed two Deputy Directors of 
Planning Department and made 
a Director an OSD.

CDA dismisses dy director 
on corruption charges

Assistant Director, Senior Assistant, and Sub Assistant have been demoted. 
Directions have been issued to take back vehicle from Deputy Director

HYDERABAD: Members of Sindh Youth Action Committee holding a protest against the 
PMC outside Hyderabad Press Club. – Photo Jan Ali Laghari

Fayyaz Khokhar greets 
DG anti-corruption 

Anti-polio 
campaign 

from Jan 11
Ishfaq Mughal

FAISALABAD: The next anti 
polio campaign would be 
started from 11th January 
and the District administra-
tion has started working on 
microplan in this regard. Dep-
uty Commissioner Muham-
mad Ali visited the ongoing 
training workshop / session 
of the polio staff at District 
Health Office and during the 
training session talked to the 
staff about training aspects. 
AC Sadar Umar Maqbool, 
District Health Officer Dr. Bi-
lal Ahmed also present.

DNA

GUJRANWALA: Central 
Deputy Secretary Digital 
Media Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Youth Wing Mu-
hammad Fayyaz Khokhar 
congratulated  excellent 
performance of  Anti-Cor-
ruption Department head-
ed by Director General 
Anti-Corruption Gohar Na-
fees which had  successful-
ly conducted legal  action 

against a large number of 
government servants for 
receiving illegal gratifica-
tion from citizens   during 
the year 2020  Appreciat-
ing the excellent perfor-
mance of the Anti-Corrup-
tion Department, he said 
that bribery and elements 
in government institutions 
are being discouraged and 
the problems of the citi-
zens are being solved on 
the basis of merit. He said 
that the Prime Minister of 

Pakistan Imran Khan has 
already started campaign 
against corrupt mafia  and 
efforts were being.made 
for establishment of a sys-
tem based on justice and.
merit. Mr.Fayyaz Khokhar 
said that campaign  gain-
ing momentum and the 
elements who looted na-
tional wealth and caused 
irreparable damage to the 
public exchequer are now 
in the grip of NAB. He said 
DG   Nafees Gohar is also 

trying to eradicate bribery 
in the province under the 
vision and mission of the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan 
and as per his instructions, 
the officers of the anti-cor-
ruption department in the 
province are also cracking 
down on government em-
ployees seeking bribes for 
legitimate work.   A large 
number of arrests have 
been made this year and 
cases have been registered 
against such employees.

Ishgaq Mughal
 
FAISALABAD: The Online 
Computerized learner traf-
fic License Branch has been 
established in the Dijkot and 
due to this the citizen would 
be able to get a learner per-
mit and after fulfilling the 
required conditions, they 
will get license on their door 
step.The service could be 
accessed near general bus 
stand office. Special Assis-
tant to CM for Sports Malik 
Umar Farooq inagurates the 
branch. Chief Traffic Officer 
Shahzada Umar Abbas Baber, 
DSP HQ Rai Bashir Ahmad, 
Chairman Market Commit-
tee Sadhar Malik Mubashar 
Shahzad and other officers 
were present along with local 
leaders of Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf and members of civil 
society. Special Assistant to 
CM also visited a licensing 
branch  and reviewed the 

procedure for issuing a learn-
er’s permit on the occasion. 
He congratulated te citizen 
of Dijkot for the establish-
ment of the leaner License 
Branch and said that the 
government was fulfilling its 
promise. He appreciatedthe 
arrangements of City Traf-
fic Police in the said branch 
and hoped that staff would 
provided swift services to the 
applicants. He said that pub-
lic service was the mission of 
his politics for which sincere 
efforts are being taken. He 
said that organized traffic 
was the hallmark of a civilized 
society and therefore it is the 
responsibility of all of us to 
follow the traffic laws.The 
CTO termed the issuance of 
a Learner Driving License in 
the Dijkot an important step 
and said that the City Traffic 
police believe in public ser-
vice and the mission of rapid 
delivery of various services 
to the citizens.

Online license 
branch opens

UK nationals 
appreciate 

Punjab Police
Abid Raza

ISLAMABAD: Councillor 
Dr. James Shera, former 
Mayor of Rugby, has appreci-
ated the efforts undertaken 
by Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral (Operations) Lahore 
Punjab Police Ashfaq Khan 
for spreading the message of 
peace, love and sacrifice, on 
the occasion of Christmas. 
He has also appreciated his 
kind gesture for showing 
affection and care for the 
Christian staff serving for Pa-
kistan and inviting family of 
Martyr Nisar Mansha as spe-
cial guest who gave his life in 
line of duty. In his statement 
endorsed by various Paki-
stani Christian leaders based 
in the United Kingdom, Dr. 
Shera said, “This act of ded-
ication for Christian staff 
members serving in the Po-
lice Service of Pakistan was 
vital to send a message of 
unity and solidarity to the 
larger society, and to the en-
emies of our country. “Cele-
brating the joys of Christmas 
with Christian staff mem-
bers in Lahore, Gujranwala, 
Faisalabad and sharing pre-
sents with their families is an 
evidence that Punjab police 
department considers every 
citizen important regardless 

of the creed, colour, race 
or ethnicity”, he said. “DIG 
Ashfaq Khan’s efforts to pro-
vide a fool proof security for 
the Christian worship places, 
and protecting lives of all cit-
izens are also praiseworthy. 
The enemy wanted to de-
stroy the peace and harmony 
between different communi-
ties in the country, but we 
are proud that we got people 
like him who are a barrier 
to such evil plans, and are 
defending the nation untir-
ingly”, Dr. Shera remarked. 
Dr Shera further said, “I am 
pleased to know that both 
Prime Minister and the Pres-
ident of the Pakistan have 
shared the joys and holiness 
of Christmas and endorsed 
every contribution of Chris-
tians in various ways for the 
creation and development of 
Pakistan, and truly, endors-
ing the vision of the founder 
Quaid -e Azam Muhammad. 
Ali Jinnah. The statement 
was also endorsed by the 
UK Pakistani Christian lead-
ers including Dr Peter David, 
Dr Noshaba Khiljee, Council-
lor Morris Johns, Advocate 
Qamar Shams, Michael 
Massey, John Bosco, Sam-
son Javed, Saleem Khokhar 
former Member Provincial 
Assembly, Qamar Rafiq, and 
Tahier Solomon.
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Divorce ratio in 
Rawalpindi surges
RAWALPINDI: In the past 
six months, over 550 cou-
ples have applied for and 
received divorce effective-
ness certificates from the 
district, signaling a spike in 
the number of divorce cases. 
Experts believe the main 
reason for the divorces is 
not poverty or financial 
problems. “Poor family 
structure, acceptance, and 
misunderstandings the ma-
jor reasons for divorce,” 
states the report. 

The Metropolitan Corpo-

ration Rawalpindi (MCR) 
has issued divorce effec-
tiveness certificates to over 
550 couples in the last six 
months. Over 250 couples 
have filed applications in 
MCR for issuance of ‘Khula’ 
certificates.
According to the Judicial 
Complex Officials, over 
2,900 divorce cases are yet 
pending in Rawalpindi’s fam-
ily courts while four to five 
new divorce cases daily are 
continuously being filed on a 
regular basis. – DNA
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Briefs
Islooties 
ready for 
New year 

night 
ISLAMABAD: New year 
night celebrations will be 
held on December 31,  aim-
ing to provide  healthy and 
entertaining environment 
to citizens of twin cities at 
Blue Area. 
Arranged by Ultra Adven-
ture Club, they will be 
featuring DJ Music, Band 
Performance, Dance Floor, 
Dslr Photography and Vid-
eography.
They have scheduled vari-
ous events including Cultur-
al Performances, Fireworks, 
Basic 1st Aid Kid and Sky 
Lanterns.        
Every one is invited to 
join including individuals, 
families, females, couples 
and groups,a representa-
tive of the Club said said 
on Sunday.  He said for 
single persons charges 
were Rs.1500 while for 
couples Rs. 2500. 
He said members would 
not be allowed to indulge 
in any immoral act, adding, 
no illegal activity like firing, 
drugs etc. would also be not 
allowed. – APP

Pakistanis 
consume US 
$ 233.632m 
imported tea 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The con-
sumption of imported tea 
increased by 26.72 per cent 
as Pakistanis consume tea 
worth US $233.632 million 
during the first five months 
(July-November) of the cur-
rent fiscal year.
The consumption of import-
ed tea was recorded at US 
$184.365 million during 
the same period of last year 
(July-November 2019-20), 
according to the latest fig-
ures of Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS). 
In terms of quantity, the 
tea imports into the coun-
try increased by 36 per-
cent during the period un-
der review as these grew 
from 78,771 metric tons to 
107,252 metric tons, the 
data revealed. 
The overall food imports 
into the country increased 
by 44.53 percent from US $ 
2088.960 million last year to 
US $ 3019.072 million dur-
ing the current fiscal year.  
Meanwhile, on year-on-year 
basis, the tea imports into 
the country increased by 
5.98 percent during the 
month of November 2020 
as compared to the same 
month of last year. 
The tea imports during No-
vember 2020 were record-
ed at US $ 44.293 million 
against the imports of US $ 
41.794 million. 

Police 
arrested 
members 

of 25 gangs
RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi 
District Police under a spe-
cial operation launched 
against criminals, suc-
ceeded to net members of 
25 terror gangs including 
ring leader of ‘333 Gang’ 
Imtiaz Khokhar alias Taji 
Khokhar and his gang 
members during 2020.  
According to a police 
spokesman, Police, as per 
vision of Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Punjab, on 
the directives of City Po-
lice Officer (CPO) Rawal-
pindi Deputy Inspector 
General of Police Mu-
hammad Ahsan Younas 
launched a special crack-
down against land grab-
bers and terror gangs.
He informed that police 
teams of Airport, Sadiqa-
bad, Rawat, Chontra and 
other police stations con-
ducted raids and rounded 
up members of 25 gangs 
including ring leader of 
‘786 Sarkar Gang’ Wali 
Jan along with Adil Jan, 
Ehtesham Khan, Ijaz 
Khan, Abdul Jabbar, Sian 
Inam, a land grabber, 
TSF gang leader Zeeshan 
alias Shani terror and 
several others.
Police also sent behind the 
bars, Chaudhary Mudas-
sir and others who were 
included in top ten list, he 
said adding, Police recov-
ered huge quantity of weap-
ons and ammunition from 
their possession. – APP

Quicker transition to cleaner 
resources of energy urged

The event hosted from COMSATS Secretariat Islamabad was held in collaboration 
with the Environment and Cleaner Production Institute (ECPI) of the Scientific 

and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TUBITAK), Turkey
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Quicker transition 
to cleaner resources of energy is 
crucial to mitigate climate change 
related effects, which can’t be 
achieved without adoption and im-
plementation of energy efficient 
practices in industries and other 
segments of society. 
A key concern in this regard is 
also the management of agricul-
ture waste through conversion to 
biochemical fuels.
A number of such recommenda-
tions were the outcome of an in-
ternational webinar hosted by the 
Centre for Climate and Sustaina-
bility (CCCS) of the Commission 
on Science and Technology for 
Sustainable Development in the 
South (COMSATS) that had the 
overarching theme of Sustainable 
Development Goal 7 (SDG7) – Af-
fordable and Clean Energy.

The event hosted from COMSATS 
Secretariat Islamabad was held in 
collaboration with the Environ-
ment and Cleaner Production In-

stitute (ECPI) of the Scientific and 
Technological Research Council of 
Turkey (TUBITAK), Turkey. The 
latter is COMSATS Centre of Ex-

cellence in Turkey and a high-pro-
file government body on S&T. 
The event featured expertise and 
deliberations by speakers from 

Asia, Africa and Middle East that 
included: Prof. Zhiguang Zhu, 
Tianjin Institute of Industrial 
Biotechnology (TIB), Chinese 
Academy of Sciences (CAS), 
China; Ms. Jehan Haddad, Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS), Jordan; 
Dr. Farrukh Raza Amin, Centre 
for Climate Research and De-
velopment (CCRD), COMSATS 
University Islamabad (CUI), 
Pakistan; Dr. Lugano Wilson, 
Tanzania Industrial Research & 
Development Organization (TIR-
DO), Tanzania; and Dr. Emrah 
SIK, TUBITAK, Turkey.
The event brought to light inter-
ventions and best practices on 
environmentally sound technol-
ogies and cleaner production, as 
well as technical knowledge on 
relevant topics such as biofuels 
and biocatalysis, cellulosic al-
cohols,and anaerobic digestion 
techniques, not only for Pakistan 
but its 27-member states. 

PNCA to hold 
“Raagistan” 
from Dec 29

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Na-
tional Council of the Arts 
(PNCA) will hold a three- 
day long series of musical 
programs tilted “Raagistan” 
to rpomote classical music 
among youth from Dec 29.                                      
The musical program  is 
aimed to revive the tradi-
tional aspects of classical 
music like khayal, thumri 
and kafi giaki etc.                                           
They will feature one of the 
best and well known classi-
cal singer Akbar Ali from 
Iconic Jalandhar Family and 
bunch of some talented mu-
sicians,an official said on 
Sunday. He said that he will 
mesmerize the audience 
with classical forms of mu-
sic including Khayal, thumri 
and kaafi gaiki .      
He said that  PNCA was 
striving hard to promote the 
classical music awareness 
among the young lot but 
also” to provide an oppor-
tunity of listening quality 
music for the classic lovers.                                   
He said that this venture 
will be a mile stone in order 
to pay tribute to the legend-
ary classical singers and a 
source of encouragement 
for their upcoming genera-
tion who is custodian of that 
precious art form. He said 
that PNCA is looking for-
ward to organize more pro-
grams of this series in near 
future to revive the rich 
classical art form.  – APP

Gas leakage 
claims two 

more lives in 
Abbottabad

ABBOTTABAD: At least two 
people on Sunday suffocated 
to death at Kakul Tangola 
village Abbottabad when 
they left the gas heaters on 
and after leakage gas filled 
the room. According to the 
details, Nazir Ahmed and his 
wife Saydan Bibi temporarily 
left the gas heater and had 
gone to bed for sleeping, 
unfortunately at midnight 
owing to low gas pressure 
or leakage gas heater went 
off and resulting in the room 
was filled with gas and both 
have suffocated to death.
After postmortem, the dead 
bodies of ill-fated Nazir 
Ahmed and his wife were 
handed over to the family. 
The funeral prayer of both 
was offered at their native 
village Kakul Tangola.
During the last two years, up 
to 52 people have lost lives 
owing to gas leakage, suffo-
cation by gas leakage and 
fire caused by gas in district 
Abbottabad which immedi-
ately need the attention of 
the gas officials. – APP

Govt taking 
measures 

against climate 
change

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Defence Production Zubai-
da Jalal has said that the 
incumbent government was 
taking effective measures 
to cope with the climate 
change challenges.
Addressing a seminar in 
Quetta, she said the people 
of the country were enthusi-
astically participating in the 
Billion Tree Tsunami planta-
tion campaign launched un-
der vision of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan, Radio Pakistan 
reported. She also lauded 
the role of media in the Tree 
plantation campaign and cre-
ating awareness among the 
masses in this connection.

Murree, 
Nathiagali 
engulfed 

with snowfall
Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Spokesman 
Meteoroligical Department 
(PMD) Dr Khalid Malik 
Sunday said Murree and 
Nathiagali had engulfed 
above eight inches snowfall.
Talking to APP, he said 
snowfall attracted huge 
tourists but people should 
check the road conditions 
before setting out for their 
journey to Murree for their 
convenience. He said that 
after the snowfall and rains 
the temperature would 
come down to minimum lev-
el while intense cold weath-
er condition would persist 
for days to come. Snowfall 
with rain also occurred in 
Ayubia, galiyat and its ad-
joining areas, he added.

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Capital Devel-
opment Authority (CDA) admin-
istration is working on several 
projects to provide clean drinking 
water to the citizens.
An estimated Rs. 495 million has 
been earmarked for other projects 
including repair and maintenance 
of rotten water pipelines, tube 
wells, water tankers, replacement, 
installation of new pipelines.
According to the details, the water 
supply department of the Capital 

Development Authority (CDA) is 
highly active in providing clean 
drinking water to the citizens. In 
this regard, not only rotten and 
broken water lines are being re-
paired but also tube wells.
Minor faults and damaged motors 
are also being repaired and re-
placed. On the other hand, tankers 
of water supply department are 
also serving the city day and night 
for the supply of water to the city, 
while the said water tankers are 
also being repaired.
Tube wells have been repaired and 
renovated in G-10, G-11, F-11, I-9 

and I-10. The water supply reser-
voirs are also being repaired. Wa-
ter supply has been restored by 
repairing tube wells in G-6, G-7, 
G-8, G-9, G-10, G-10/3, G-11, F-6 
F-7, F-8, F-10, I-9, I-10, H-9, H-10, 
Humk Town, Rawal Dam, Poona 
Faqiran and other areas.
The water supply department 
has also repaired 12 faulty water 
filtration plants after which now 
35 water filtration plants have 
become operational. On the other 
hand, repair work of rotten water 
lines in Sector I-9, I-10, G-11, F-11 
and F-10 is underway.

CDA working on clean drinking water projects
An estimated Rs. 495m has been earmarked for other projects 

including repair and maintenance of rotten water pipelines, tube 
wells, water tankers, replacement, installation of new pipelines

PR upgrades 620 
coaches in 3 years
Official said 205 coaches were 
available in workshops under 

periodical overhauling & repair
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Railways has upgraded 620 coach-
es from its own resources to increase revenue of the de-
partment and facilitate its passengers for comfortable 
travel during the last three years.
Giving the year wise breakup of the upgraded coaches, 
an official in the Ministry of Railways told APP that 168 
coaches were upgraded in 2016-17, 192 in 2017-18 and 260 
coaches in 2018-19. Regarding the availability of coaches, 
he said at present around 472 coaches were out of service 
or non-functional, which needed heavy or light repair.
Giving details about the repair, the official said 39 coach-
es of Pakistan Railways under survey of condemnations 
being over-aged and beyond economical repair.
The official said 205 coaches were available in workshops 
under periodical overhauling and repair. Around 228 coach-
es were available in Lahore division and in Carriage Factory 
and C&W Shops held up since long for repairs. He said Pa-
kistan Railways was taking several steps to improve financial 
position of the organization included starting of new trains 
with the same rolling stock and human resources.
The official said introduction of Electronic Fuel Injection 
(EFI) locomotives and trains tracking system had con-
tributed in reducing the fuel consumption by two million 
liters. He said Pakistan Railways has earned Rs 0.841 
million more during the current financial year 2019-20 
as compared to last fiscal year 2018-19 by taking prudent 
measures to make the department a profitable entity.

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi 
police on the directives of 
City Police Officer (CPO) 
Rawalpindi Muhammad Ah-
san Younas are imparting 
training to SDPOs, SHOs 
and investigative officers to 
deal with harassment cases. 
According to a police 
spokesman, a four-day train-
ing session organized here 
at police headquarters on 
relevant laws, SOPs and in-
vestigation techniques has 
concluded. The CPO Rawal-
pindi presided over a train-
ing session and addressed 
the participants. 
He said that Rawalpindi 
District Police were tak-

ing all possible steps to 
address harassment com-
plaints of women. 
He said, a special Harass-
ment Reporting Unit (HRU) 
was established here to 
provide relief to the com-
plainants and address their 
complaints. 
The HRU had been directed 
to make all out efforts to 
address harassment com-
plaints of women, he added. 
According to a police 
spokesman, Rawalpindi 
Police on the directives of 
CPO had taken a revolution-
ary step to address harass-
ment complaints and estab-
lished a special unit here. 

He said, the complaints to 
Police can be registered at 
any time at Universal Ac-
cess No. 111-CPO-RWP. 
He informed that Rawal-
pindi Police were pursuing 
a zero tolerance policy in 
cases of violence, abuse and 
harassment against women. 
The establishment of a har-
assment reporting unit is 
a practical step to address 
complaints of the victims 
as the unit would help the 
victims, harassed at homes, 
markets, offices etc at their 
doorsteps. 
He said that the unit set up 
by Rawalpindi Police was 
first of its kind where the 

victims can report com-
plaints of violence, abuse 
and harassment against 
women. 
The unit would facilitate the 
women to get registered 
complaints at their door-
steps and after registration 
of FIR would start legal ac-
tion under the supervision 
of a female officer. 
The victim would not be 
asked to come at Police Sta-
tion at any stage, he said. 
The unit would work under 
the supervision of a women 
police officer while senior 
police officer would directly 
monitor working of the unit, 
he added. – APP

Four-day session about 
harassment cases concludes

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Academy of Letters (PAL) 
has planned to organize a 
two-day International Con-
ference on 'Children's Lit-
erature: Past, Present and 
Future'. The national and 
international writers, schol-
ars and researchers were 
invited to present their re-
search papers and date of 
holding conference would 
be scheduled after submis-
sion of  research papers.                                                          
Research papers on given 
topics and other relevant 
topics from Children's Lit-
erature written in any re-
gional national and interna-
tional language can be sent 
however, the articles will be 

accepted only in Urdu and 
English languages.                          
According to an official, 
"editorial Committee of 
the conference after exten-
sive scrutiny will decide 
the acceptance of your re-
search article and you will 
be communicated the same 
for writing of a complete re-
search paper".                         
He said that following topics 
can be selected including 
'Significance and effective-
ness of Children's Litera-
ture', 'Children's Literature 
in Pakistani Languages', 
'Children's Literature in In-
ternational Languages and 
Children's Literature' from 
oral folk traditions to Juve-

nile Novel and Short Story.
While Others topics were 
'Role of Children's Liter-
ature in the training of 
Children', an analysis of 
'Children's Literature in 
Urdu', 'Children's Liter-
ature and Poetic trends', 
publication/Beautification 
of extracurricular books 
of children and literature 
for children o Significance 
of Children's Literature in 
Global village.
Moreover, another topics 
are Children's in the eyes 
of Quaid e Azam, Iqbal 
and The role of children 
in classic and modern Lit-
erature,role of children in 
classical and modern po-

etry,children's Literature 
in Digital Era,Children's 
Psychology and role of Lit-
erature and suggestions for 
the problems of writers/
children literature and their 
solutions.  
The interested candidates 
can send the title and ab-
stract of proposed Article 
in soft and hard copy by 
December 25, 2020 on the 
following email and postal 
addresses for onward sub-
mission to the PAL's Edi-
torial Committee, palcoor-
dination@gmail.com and 
Pakistan Academy of Let-
ters, Pitras Bukhari Road, 
Sector H-8/1, Islamabad, 
he added.

PAL to organize a two- day 
International conference 

Gold imports fall 
44 pc in 5 months

ISLAMABAD: The gold imports into the country decreased 
by 44.45 percent during the first five months of the current 
fiscal year as compared to the corresponding period of last 
year, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) reported. 
The gold imports into the country during July-November 
(2020-21) were recorded at $4.135 million as compared 
to the imports of $7.444 million during July-November 
(2019-20), the data revealed. 
In terms of quantity, Pakistan imported 48 kilograms of gold 
during the period under review compared to the imports of 
168 kilograms last year, showing a decline of 62.84 percent.  
On year-on-year basis, the gold imports into the country wit-
nessed a decrease of 1.39 percent during the month of No-
vember 2020 as compared to the imports of November 2019. 
The gold imports during November 2020 were recorded at 
$1.771 million against the imports of $1.796 million.  – APP

DNA

RAWALPINDI: The admin-
istration would construct 
three state of the art park-
ing cum commercial plazas 
in commercial areas of the 
city said Commissioner 
Rawalpindi Capt. ® Muham-
mad Mehmood.  He said, 
the projects would be con-
structed on public-private 
partnership (PPP) mode 
while three more stories 
would be constructed on 
RDA parking plaza. 
He informed that the park-
ing plazas would help ad-

dress traffic congestion 
problems in commercial 
hubs of the town. 
He said, the seven-story 
plazas having state of the 
art computerized parking 
system facility and mosques 
would be constructed in 
Banni Market, old Rawal-
pindi Metropolitan Corpo-
ration office site and Com-
mercial market area. 
Dedicated parking space 
would also be available in 
these projects for disabled 
persons, he added.  He said, 
the administration has also 
planned to construct shops, 
hotels and godowns in com-

mercial parking plazas with 
an aim to get maximum rev-
enue from the space. 
The projects would be com-
pleted within two years peri-
od and would be run on PPP 
model, he added.  The com-
missioner informed that 
maps of the plazas, financial 
models and construction 
cost estimates had been fi-
nalized and soon an investor 
conference would be held. 
He said, the rooftops of the 
plazas would also be utilized 
for commercial purposes 
and food courts, hotels and 
cinemas would be estab-
lished atop of plazas. 

Three parking plazas to be 
constructed: Commissioner

Rain likely 
in Capital 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Meteoroligical Department 
(PMD) Sunday forecast 
rain expected in Capital till 
Monday morning. However, 
rain/ snowfall is expected in 
upper Punjab, upper Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, Kashmir 
and its adjoining hilly areas. 
Dense fog is likely to prevail 
in Central/ south Punjab 
and upper Sindh,a MET of-
fice reported. Rainfall(mm) 
recorded in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa: Peshawar (Airport 
08, City 07), Parachinar 
06, Cherat 05, Dir (Lower 
02, Upper 01), Takht Bai, 
Mirkhani, Drosh 01, Punjab: 
Mandi Bahauddin 08, Chak-
wal 07, Jhelum 06, Sialkot 
and Joharabad. – APP
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Farmer protest The new variant 

A Month has passed since the new agricultural re-
forms by the Indian government sparked protests 
by farmers all across the country. Given that the 

BJP government is adamant that repealing the laws isn’t 
an option, little has been achieved with regards to address-
ing the pertinent concerns of the farmers. If this type of 
divisive politics continues, there is no doubt that more 
marginalised factions of the populations will continue to 
rise up against the injustice perpetuated by the state.
PM Narendra Modi, on Friday, agreed to host talks with 
the opposition parties so long as they “stick to facts” re-
garding the laws. In another major development, Union 
Defence Minister, Rajnath Singh, urged the farmers to 
give the laws a chance to see if there is any merit to them. 
However, both statements fade into insignificance as more 
than 500,000 farmers, who feel that their grievances have 
not been understood fully, take to the streets. Their fears 
stem from the abandonment of the Minimum Support 
Price (MSP), government procurement and the eventual 
corporatisation of the agricultural sector that is bound to 
leave them at a disadvantage. At least 25 farmers have 
died fighting for this cause during the protests. In fact, 
the situation is bound to get worse once, starting from 
December 26, rallies against corporations also begin.
Such is the state of India under the tenure of Modi, and 
BJP. There is an inherent trust deficit between the author-
ities and the people and the one way that it can be bridged 
is through giving assurances. A slight initiative on part of 
the government signals a certain readiness to cater to the 
needs of the people, without the removal of the laws. A 
little confidence and consideration for the citizenry can go 
a long way in bringing about change; this is something that 
the Indian government needs to understand.

T HE coronavirus pandemic is a complication that 
doesn’t seem like it will be wished away with just a 
vaccine. The second wave of the virus has plagued the 

world, once again prompting lockdowns, flight cancellations 
and border restrictions. The new strain of coronavirus might 
just be making its impact in Pakistan too—on Thursday, Paki-
stan reported the highest number of deaths during the second 
wave of Covid-19, and the second-highest since the beginning 
of the pandemic, as 111 people died in the country. According 
to the data of the National Command and Operation Centre, as 
many as 111 deaths and 2,256 new cases were registered in a 
single day. Sindh registered 915 more coronavirus cases in the 
last 24 hours, lifting overall cases to 209,429.
While these are definitely worrying statistics, Pakistan is doing 
better compared to the rest of South Asia. Still, the government 
needs to be at its most cautious so that the new strain of virus 
does not spread in the country. The travel barriers against pas-
sengers arriving from the United Kingdom is a good first step 
and was needed but it is not enough as the strand has already 
arrived here. A total of 149 passengers recently arrived in the 
KPK from the UK—44 out of whom have been traced along with 
32 of their contacts. Despite travel restrictions in place and the 
government being more prepared to trace the flow of the new 
strand, the authorities have been unable to trace 46 people 
because they provided incorrect residential addresses.
While research is still being done on the new mutations of the 
virus, with a team comprising American scientists and para-
medical staff of Pakistan Institute of Medical Sciences (Pims) 
commencing research on COVID-19 patients in Pakistan, the 
true risks of the new strand are still unknown. Experts have 
said that this new variant of the coronavirus pandemic is said 
to be up to 70 percent more transmissible. This should put the 
government on further alert—just travel bans are not enough. 
There need to be better monitoring and tracking systems in 
place in order to isolate the new strand—as well as the preven-
tion and lockdown strategies already in place.

L AST year I had the opportunity to listen to 
the prominent Indian intellectual and author, 
Anand Teltumbde, speak at an academic con-

ference in Delhi. At one point in his speech, he got 
teary-eyed and told the audience that he has lost all 
hope because India’s transformation into a “Hindu na-
tion” under Prime Minister Narendra Modi appears 
complete. Having followed his profound anti-caste 
scholarship and civil rights activism closely over the 
years, I was heartbroken to witness his despair. I 
wanted to walk up to him and tell him that things will 
eventually get better. But since I did not know him 
personally, I chose not to.
I thought of him and his sorrow about the state of India 
often in the following months. I was miles away in the 
United States studying towards a PhD, but I was aware 
of the increasing repression of dissident academics and 
student activists in my home country. So when I read 
about Professor Teltumbde’s arrest in April this year, 
it felt personal. He was accused of having links with 
Maoist rebels and conspiring against the government, 
including “plotting the assassination” of Modi. Count-
less legal experts agree that the charges are fabricated 
and politically motivated, but he remains behind bars 
to this day. Sadly, Teltumbde is not the only scholar to 
have fallen victim to the ongoing witch hunt against 
government critics in Indian academia – many public 
intellectuals have been accused of endangering “na-
tional security” and imprisoned for challenging Modi’s 
authoritarianism in recent years. Just last month, a 
report published by the international NGO Scholars 
at Risk exposed the steady curtailment of academic 
freedoms in India under the Modi government. While 
the findings of the report were undoubtedly disturb-
ing, they did not come as a surprise to anyone who has 
been following the news from India closely.
Since assuming power in 2014, Modi’s Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) has been systematically destroy-
ing the secular, democratic foundations of India and 
transforming the country into a strictly Hindu nation. 
BJP’s Hindu supremacist ideology portrays Muslims 
as the nefarious “other”. Moreover, Hindu supremacy 
is about the hegemony of upper-caste Hindus. Lower 
castes, which constitute the majority of the Indian pop-
ulation, are on one hand told to be proud Hindus, and 
on the other hand, oppressed violently because the 
caste system deems them inferior. It is in this context 
that anti-caste, Dalit (formerly “untouchable”) scholars 
such as Teltumbde, as well as Muslim and other dissi-
dent academics, are accused of being “anti-national” 
and prosecuted with fabricated charges.
Last August, India revoked the special status of Jam-
mu and Kashmir, a Muslim-majority region over which 

both India and Pakistan claim jurisdiction. Following 
this move, the world’s so-called “largest democracy” 
imposed a communication lockdown in the region, 
closed all educational institutions and erected police 
barracks in university campuses.
Without access to the internet and university campus-
es, scholars and students from the region were left 
struggling to study, teach and communicate with each 
other and the outside world. To make matters worse, 
Hindu nationalist groups supporting the government 
started attacking Kashmiri students in other parts of 
India for merely “looking Kashmiri”. Scholars working 
on subjects related to Kashmir, meanwhile, have been 
summoned by state authorities to explain why they are 
doing “anti-national” research. Attempts by the Indian 
government and its supporters to silence dissenting 
voices in academia have not been contained within the 
country’s borders, either. Letters accusing Kashmiri 
scholars based in the US of “supporting terrorism” 
have been sent to the universities they are associat-
ed with, and events they participate in have been dis-
turbed by Modi’s supporters.
Just a few months after the revocation of Kashmir’s 
special status, Modi’s BJP rammed the Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA), which offers an accelerated 
path to citizenship to migrants who are not Muslim, 
through India’s parliament. On university campuses 
across India, students held unprecedented, peace-
ful protests against this blatantly discriminatory law. 
These protests were met with brutal state repression. 
Police and paramilitary forces entered university cam-
puses and fired tear gas and rubber bullets and beat up 
students. In some cases, officers stood by and watched 
as Hindu nationalist groups stormed the same cam-
puses, vandalised property and attacked anti-CAA stu-
dent protesters. Indian scholars and students studying 
abroad, such as myself, watched these events in horror. 
Many of us published open letters against the CAA and 
in support of the protesters. Despite a large number of 
signatories including many prominent scholars, these 
letters made little difference to the Modi government 
– it continued its repression of peaceful protesters, 
which eventually resulted in an anti-Muslim pogrom in 
Delhi that claimed 53 lives.
This year, the COVID-19 pandemic provided another 
opportunity for the government to clamp down on any 
criticism of its policies and actions. As protests be-
came difficult and at times “unlawful gatherings” amid 
the pandemic restrictions, the Modi government de-
cided to utilise its powers to further silence dissenting 
voices. It started wielding the Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act – which gives the state the power to des-
ignate an individual as a terrorist before being proven 

guilty by trial – against dissident scholars and students 
participating in anti-CAA protests and anti-caste activ-
ism. In July, at the height of the coronavirus crisis, the 
BJP government also approved the National Education 
Policy 2020 (NEP) outlining its vision for India’s edu-
cation system. Not only does NEP pave the way for fur-
ther privatisation of education and the erosion of the 
federal character of the educational structure, BJP’s 
rhetoric around NEP reveals how Hindu supremacy is 
shaping education in India.
BJP officials’ discussion of NEP has been replete with 
proclamations that education needs to be grounded in 
“culture” and “traditions” and that India was a “knowl-
edge superpower” in the ancient past, before Muslim 
invasions and British colonialism.
According to Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal, 
the NEP is based on the dictum that “nation [comes] 
first, character [is a] must”. Under this ideological 
design, questioning caste oppression, Islamophobia, 
patriarchy and crony capitalism is “anti-national” and 
scholars who dare to do so lack “character”.
The NEP prioritises the development of “practical 
skills” over critical thinking abilities. I, myself, have 
seen what this means during my undergraduate stud-
ies in one of the country’s premier engineering and 
science institutes, the Indian Institute of Technolo-
gy (IIT). It means keeping the curriculum and the 
university atmosphere strictly apolitical, which en-
sures graduates obtain remarkable technical skills 
but remain unable to think critically and question 
oppressive structures.
With Indian engineers and technical professionals 
working across the world, this issue has global ram-
ifications. After watching my college peers bash af-
firmative action for Dalit students for years, I was not 
surprised to find that there is rampant caste discrimi-
nation among Indian-origin engineers in Silicon Valley. 
Having experienced the meritocratic, technocratic en-
vironment of the IIT, I was not surprised that Google 
CEO Sundar Pichai, who is an IIT alumnus, chose to 
work with the Chinese government to create a cen-
sored, trackable search engine rather than question 
how doing so will endanger human rights in China.
The ongoing unlawful imprisonment of Professor Tel-
tumbde and numerous other scholars is a clear reflec-
tion of the bleak state of academic freedom in India. 
It will take years, if not decades, to undo the damage 
that Modi and his Hindu nationalist supporters have 
inflicted on Indian education. It will require university 
leaders, lawmakers, civil society, and crucially, the in-
ternational community, urging the state to end repres-
sion of ideas and safeguard academic freedoms.

– Courtesy: Al Jazeera

T HE IMF has estimated the cost to the glob-
al economy of the pandemic to have been 
$28 trillion this year, while successive 

lockdowns are thought to have reduced economic 
activity in concerned economies by up to 33 per-
cent. The effects of the pandemic on business and 
trade, though unprecedented, are well documented. 
However, these studies overlook a more pertinent 
cost — that upon human life. Loneliness among the 
elderly, mental health issues for those confined to 
their homes, suicides and drastic changes to essen-
tial facets of childhood and education are among 
the tragic human costs of the past year.
Rises in the rate of infections around the world 
have had a direct impact upon economic growth, 
this is a given. Despite a surprisingly buoyant 
stock market driven by the growth of big tech, 
humanity is in rather dire straits.
On Saturday evening, the UK announced its most 
draconian lockdown to date, causing great conster-
nation for many who are already exhausted with the 
draining consequences of COVID-19. This situation 
is the case in most of Europe, while internationally, 
the much-anticipated news of a vaccine has done 
little to mitigate the indisputable and continuing 
consequences of lockdowns. What was once the 
preserve of dictatorial governments that sought to 
limit the potential for the public to access informa-
tion has become standard through arbitrarily im-
posed lockdowns, often drafted without public con-
sultation or parliamentary and democratic debate.
Despite initial medical optimism about the re-
covery rate of the virus, the nightmarish reali-
ty that many of those infected display few or no 
symptoms continues to present itself in worry-
ing statistics. This pushes governments to flat-
ten curves of rapid spikes in infection through 
restrictions on movement and gathering.
The effects of these measures have been colos-
sal. Almost half of those in isolation have reported 
negative mental health effects resulting from wor-

ry or stress related to coronavirus, compared to 
those not sheltering at 37 percent [1]. The stress 
and worry brought on by the economic effects of 
the virus have also greatly affected mental health 
issues among the public. Uncertainty, chronic 
stress and economic difficulties have led to the de-
velopment or exacerbation of depression, anxiety, 
substance abuse and other psychiatric disorders 
in vulnerable populations, including individuals 
with pre-existing psychiatric disorders and people 
who reside in high COVID-19 prevalence areas.
In the US, which has had the worst experience of 
the virus, The Washington Post recently reported 
that one in four young people have suffered suicid-
al thoughts during the pandemic. Though suicide 
calls are only slightly higher than earlier years, 
there are other worrying signs, such as sharp in-
creases in gun sales (guns are responsible for most 
successful suicides) and disproportional levels of 
anxiety and distress among ethnic minority groups, 
who have been hit hardest by the pandemic [2].
The closure of gyms and sports facilities has had 
a definite impact upon mental and physical health, 
too. Substantial studies have been carried out to 
examine the consequences of closures, and 54 per-
cent of survey respondents reported negative im-
pacts on their mental health and well-being. With 
many sports facilities unable to ensure correct so-
cial distancing and surface cleaning to stop trans-
missions, they have been forced to close. The effect 
on physical health has not been recorded, however 
it has no doubt had an impact upon the surge in 
OHCAs (out-of-hospital cardiac arrests) and subse-
quent deaths that have been recorded since March.
This human reality has been corroborated by em-
pirical fact, with a strong and statistically signifi-
cant correlation drawn between the difference in 
cumulative incidences of OHCAs between 2020 
and 2019 and COVID-19 incidences per 100,000 
inhabitants [3]. Given the renewed instances of 
lockdown, this reality, as well as the effect of rising 

obesity, will no doubt have a greater long-term pub-
lic health impact than the virus ever will.
As the elderly continue to suffer the effects of lone-
liness, the youth too have lost important facets of 
childhood development and education.
According to UNESCO, a total of 1.725 billion stu-
dents globally have been affected by the closure 
of schools and higher education institutions in re-
sponse to the pandemic. It is understood that 192 
countries have implemented nationwide closures, 
affecting about 99 percent of the world’s student 
population. Not only have curricula been limited 
and exams results standardized and based on aver-
ages, in-person instruction and tutoring has been 
replaced by remote learning. For children from de-
prived backgrounds, schools offered an escape and 
a safe environment in which to thrive.
Restricted to learning from home, many students 
have had their learning severely disrupted and in 
some cases stopped altogether. Kinaesthetic learn-
ing, the all-important learning style in which educa-
tion takes place by students carrying out physical 
activities rather than listening to lectures or watch-
ing demonstrations, has been most affected. Only 
time will tell what impact the sustained absence of 
human interaction and group activity has upon a 
generation of young people already distracted from 
their studies by online diversions.
Many in the West had looked forward to the brief 
respite of the winter holiday season to reconnect 
with family members and friends from whom they 
have been separated for months. However, the re-
cent announcement by the UK government echoes 
moves made internationally by governments eager 
to reduce the rate of infections. With public acqui-
escence and indeed acceptance of government pol-
icies beginning to wane, it is unclear how long lock-
downs can remain in place. What is clear, however, 
is that the mental and physical effects of the past 
year will remain for far longer.

– Courtesy: Arab News

Academic freedom is under attack in Modi’s India

The real cost of lockdown

Aman Abhishek
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Expelled JUI-F 
leaders may 
form faction

DNA
PESHAWAR: A new faction 
of the Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
lam-Fazl (JUI-F) is likely to 
emerge next week after the 
party’s recently-expelled 
senior leaders plan to hold 
a meeting in Islamabad 
and announce their future 
course of action, said a 
report. The JUI-F’s disci-
plinary committee had ex-
pelled Maulana Mohammad 
Khan Sherani, Hafiz Hus-
sain Ahmed, Maulana Gul 
Naseeb and Maulana Shu-
jaul Mulk on Friday for vio-
lating the party’s discipline. 
The move had come a few 
fays after Sherani public-
ly lashed out at the JUI-F 
chief, accusing Fazl of “be-
ing selected” and stating 
that the Pakistan Demo-
cratic Movement (PDM) 
— the Opposition’s 11-party 
alliance — was created for 
personal gains. 
According to a report in me-
dia, the recently-expelled 
leaders of the party are 
meeting in Islamabad next 
week and shortly after, will 
announce the formation of a 
new faction of the JUI-F dur-
ing a press conference. 
‘Like-minded’ members of 
the JUI-F are expected to 
attend the meeting — which 
is expected to take place on 
December 29 — called by 
the recently-expelled lead-
ers of the party. 

AstraZeneca 
vaccine has 

‘winning 
formula’: CEO
LONDON: The Covid-19 
vaccine developed by the 
British drugs group Astra-
Zeneca and the University 
of Oxford has achieved a 
“winning formula” for effi-
cacy, the company’s chief 
executive said on Sunday.
The vaccine, currently be-
ing evaluated by Britain’s in-
dependent medicines regu-
lator, provides “100 percent 
protection” against severe 
Covid disease requiring hos-
pitalisation, Pascal Soriot 
said in an interview with the 
Sunday Times newspaper.
He added he believes trials will 
show his firm has achieved a 
vaccine efficacy equal to Pfiz-
er-BioNTech at 95 percent 
and Moderna at 94.5 percent. 
“We think we have figured out 
the winning formula and how 
to get efficacy that, after two 
doses, is up there with every-
body else,” the chief executive 
said, while saying only that 
data would be published at 
“some point”.
The UK government an-
nounced on December 23 
that the developers of the 
Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine 
had submitted their data to 
the Medicines and Health-
care products Regulatory 
Agency (MHRA). Approval 
is expected to be granted  to 
roll out the jab on January 
4, The Sunday Telegraph 
newspaper reported. The 
Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine was 
the first coronavirus shot to 
be authorised for use by the 
UK’s independent medicines 
regulator and has been given 
to 600,000 of the country’s 
most vulnerable people since 
last month. Earlier trials had 
shown varying outcomes 
in the AstraZeneca shot’s 
efficacy. The vaccine intially 
showed an average 70 percent 
effectiveness but that level 
jumped to 90 percent depend-
ing on dosage. – Agencies

DNA

BEIJING: Pak-China coop-
eration in bee products sec-
tor enjoys broad prospects, 
says Yang Rong, chairman 
of China Bee Products As-
sociation (CBPA), Gwadar 
Pro reported on Sunday.
“Billion Tree Honey Initia-
tive launched by PM Imran 
Khan last Monday will be 
an available and workable 
project to alleviate poverty 
and develop the bee prod-
ucts sector. Also, it will 
lead to broad prospects of 
Pak-China cooperation in 
this field,” Yang Rong said.
Rich natural and human re-
sources have equipped Pa-
kistan favorable conditions 
to develop the bee products 

industry. Most of Pakistan’s 
land is subtropical, which 
provides a warm climate 
for vegetating nectariferous 
plants. “Meanwhile, mature 
agriculture and diverse fruit 
plantation also lay a founda-
tion for industrial develop-
ment,” Yang analyzed.
He said, “development of 
the bee products sector, a 
typical labor-intensive in-
dustry, will effectively alle-
viate local poverty in Paki-
stan. Actually, this method 
has made fruitful achieve-
ments in China.
A lot of Chinese local gov-
ernments have chosen de-
veloping apiculture since 
2013 and successfully 
solved poverty even led 
the regions to prosperity. 
Considering the problems 

of employment and rural 
revitalization, the mature 
experiences of China are 
also suitable for Pakistan.”
The apiculture in Pakistan 
is facing the challenges of 
pest and obsolete technolo-
gy which can be solved un-
der Pak-China cooperation.
“Bee mite has been reckoned 
as one of the biggest menac-

es of Pakistani agriculture. 
From 1908 to 1979, Pakistan 
tried to import bees and de-
velop apiculture 17 times, 
but all of those attempts 
failed due to bee mite. Yang 
said, “Nowadays, through 
scientific breeding, drug 
treatment, and the most ad-
vanced physical treatment, 
Chinese beekeepers have 
controlled it very well and at 
a world leading level. We can 
share all of those techniques 
with Pakistan to improve its 
apiculture.”
“Under CPEC agriculture 
cooperation, we’d love to 
share other experiences 
and techniques with our 
iron brother as well, such 
as scale development of 
apiculture, vegetating nec-
tariferous plants, scientific 

payoffs, bee species breed-
ing and so on,” Yang added.
China, as the largest bee 
products producer and con-
sumer in the world, has a 
full range of mature solu-
tions to develop apiculture. 
Pakistan can import from 
China techniques and pro-
duction modes, meanwhile 
export bee products to the 
Chinese market where bee 
products including hon-
ey, bee milk, bee wax, and 
especially propolis are in 
great demands. It will stim-
ulate the Pakistani econo-
my, create jobs, and also 
alleviate local poverty,” says 
Yang, “CBPA will do its best 
to promote Pak-China co-
operation in apiculture and 
support Pakistani bee prod-
ucts industry, “ he added.

CBPA for Pak-China coop in bee products 
China, as the largest bee products producer and consumer in the 
world, has a full range of mature solutions to develop apiculture

Afghan 
HRC 

demands 
end to 

violence
DNA

KABUL: The Afghan In-
dependent Human Rights 
Commission (AIHRC) said 
in a statement that between 
2 to 9 December there were 
nine IED and armed attacks 
in Khost, Kapisa, Kanda-
har and Kabul in which 9 
civilians were killed and 17 
others injured. According to 
the statement, the number 
of civilians had been killed 
and wounded in separate 
incidents of bombings and 
armed attacks in the prov-
inces. AIHRC considers 
the killing of civilians to be 
forbidden, condemned and 
criminalized from the point 
of view of religious, legal 
and human rights.
According to the Human 
Rights Commission, perpe-
trators of war crimes are re-
sponsible in every situation, 
time and place.
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Pakistan took wise decision 
promoting EVs: Prof. Cheng
According to Prof. Cheng, with the continuous advancement of the construction 

of China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and Special Economic Zones 
(SEZs), China and Pakistan can carry out close cooperation in this sector

DNA

BEIJING: Pakistan has taken a 
wise decision promoting electric 
vehicles (EVs) in the country, 
this was stated by Chinese schol-
ar Prof. Cheng Xizhong in an arti-
cle published by China Economic 
Net (CEN).
According to Prof. Cheng, with 
the continuous advancement of 
the construction of China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) and 
Special Economic Zones (SEZs), 
China and Pakistan can carry out 
close cooperation in this sector.
Pakistan may boldly introduce 
China’s advanced production tech-
nology of new energy vehicles, 
gradually accelerate the local pro-

duction and sales of new energy 
vehicles, therefore, injecting new 
impetus into the rapid develop-
ment of the national economy.
It is wise decision on the part 
the Federal Cabinet of Pakistan 
granting massive tax exemptions 
to facilitate promotion of electric 
vehicles (EVs) in the country.
It allowed one per cent sales tax 
for locally-made EVs up to 50 
kwh and light commercial vehi-
cles (LCVs) up to 150 kwh. The 
cabinet also capped the duty on 
import of charging equipment at 
one per cent. At the same time, 
the EVs will be exempt from fed-
eral excise duty (FED), where-
as the import of machinery for 
manufacturing of these vehicles 
would be duty-free. Pakistani gov-

ernment has further removed ad-
ditional customs duty (ACD).
As per the policy, there will be 
only one per cent tax on import of 
EV parts for manufacturers. Apart 
from the tax facilities, Pakistani 
government has also waived regis-
tration and annual renewal fee for 
EVs. In October this year, the Chi-
nese government issued the New 
Energy Vehicle Industry Develop-
ment Plan (2021-2035).
According to the plan, the devel-
opment of new energy vehicles is 
the only way for China to become 
a powerful automobile country 
from a big automobile country. It 
is also a strategic measure to deal 
with climate change and promote 
green development.
Since 2012, China’s new energy 

vehicle industry has made great 
achievements and become one of 
the important forces in the devel-
opment and transformation of the 
world’s automobile industry.
Currently, a new round of global 
scientific and technological revolu-
tion and industrial transformation 
is developing vigorously. The inte-
gration of automobile and related 
technologies in energy, transpor-
tation, information and communi-
cation is accelerating.
The going trend of automobile in-
dustry is electrification, network-
ing and intelligence. New energy 
vehicles integrate new energy, 
new materials, internet, big data, 
artificial intelligence and other 
transformational technologies.
With years of continuous efforts, 

the technical level of China’s new 
energy vehicle industry has been 
significantly improved, and the 
competitiveness of enterprises 
has been greatly enhanced.
Since 2015, China’s production 
and sales of new energy vehicles 
have ranked first in the world for 
five consecutive years, and the in-
dustry has entered a new phase 
of superposition, convergence 
and integration.
China is committed to seizing 
the strategic opportunities, con-
solidating the good momentum, 
giving full play to the advantages 
in infrastructure, information and 
communication and other fields 
and promoting the high-quality 
and sustainable development of 
the new energy vehicle industry.

Construction on 
North-South gas 
pipeline in July

ISLAMABAD: The much-awaited construction work on 
1,100-Kilometer gas pipeline is likely to start in July next 
year aimed at transporting the commodity from Karachi 
to Lahore and meeting the country’s ever-growing energy 
needs. The North-South Gas Pipeline Project (NSGPP) 
will be executed in collaboration with Russia, under which 
Pakistan would have a majority share of 51-74 percent, a 
senior official privy to petroleum sector developments told 
APP. He said Pakistan’s two state-companies, Sui Northern 
Gas Pipelines Limited and Sui Southern Gas Company, had 
started acquiring land for the pipeline, which would be con-
structed with a leading role of a Russian consortium.
Last month, the two countries held a detailed meeting here 
and finalized the broad contours and parameters to lay the 
high pressure gas transmission pipeline to meet the grow-
ing demand of the domestic and industrial consumers by 
transporting the imported LNG. The modalities were final-
ized during the two-day meeting of Russia-Pakistan Techni-
cal Committee. Currently, as many as two Liquefied Natural 
Gas (LNG) terminals, having capacity to re-gasify 12-1300 
Million Cubic Feet per Day (MMCFD) gas, were operating 
in Karachi. In a major development, a multinational compa-
ny is going to start construction on the first merchant LNG 
terminal in the country by the end of next month after the 
government opened up the energy sector under its ease-of-
doing-business strategy. Whereas, the official said another 
company had planned to start physical work on a terminal 
in the second half of the next year. After setting up the ter-
minals, he said, the companies would import and sell the 
commodity on their own without any involvement of the 
government except regulation matters. – APP

ISLAMABAD: Attractive and eye-catching reflections through vehicle lights during rain in the city. – APP

Technology 
can improve 
census: Zaidi

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Maritime Affairs 
Ali Haider Zaidi on Sunday 
has said that the results of 
population census 2017 can 
be improved through tech-
nology. In a statement, the 
minister said that such kind 
of small conflicts usually 
erupt between the govern-
ment and its coalition par-
ties which can be resolved.
Opposition will continue to 
face defeat at every step due 
to its corruption, he added. 

Shujaat Hamza

FAISALABAD: Special Rep-
resentative to Prime Minis-
ter on Interfaith Harmony 
and Middle East Hafiz 
Tahir Mehmood Ashrafi 
has said that the defeatist 
mentality had unleashed a 
hybrid war to create uncer-
tainty, chaos and confusion 
in the country. 
For the purpose, divergent 
forces have been brought 
together under the platform 
of PDM, he said while ad-

dressing a news conference 
here at the circuit house on 
Sunday. He said that Paki-
stan is striking a strategic 
balance in the region and 
making substantial develop-
ment on economic front. He 
said that anti-Pakistan forces 
were using our religious and 
political clout to fulfill their 
nefarious designs. He said 
that allies of Maulana Fa-
zl-ur-Rehman utilised their 
cronies during their tenure 
to recognise Israel and, in 
this connection, a delega-
tion was also sent to Israel. 

He said that the Maulana, 
instead of exposing them, 
was criticising the PTI gov-
ernment. He said that the 
government would never 
even think of establishing 
relationship with Israel un-
til realisation a permanent 
solution to Palestine. 
He paid tribute to Prime 
Minister Imran Khan and 
said that he pleaded princi-
pled stance on the Palestine 
issue at international level. 
He said that Palestinian 
President Mehmood Abbas, 
in his letter, thanked peo-

ple and the government of 
Pakistan for making bold 
and courageous stance on 
the issue of Palestine.  He 
said that the PM had also 
raised the issue of sanctity 
of the Holy Prophet (Peace 
be Upon Him) at United Na-
tions. He said that the gov-
ernment had also protected 
the legitimate interests of re-
ligious seminaries.  Ashrafi 
said that Maulana Fazl's de-
cision to expel some senior 
JUI-F members from the 
party exposed his 'undemo-
cratic' behaviour. 

‘Defeatist mentality 
unleashing hybrid war’

Athar Sufi

KARACHI: The PPP will 
“never leave the field open” 
for its opponents and will 
contest the upcoming Sen-
ate elections and by-polls, 
said Sindh Chief Minister 
Syed Murad Ali Shah on Sat-
urday.  The PPP leader was 
speaking to reporters at 
Garhi Khuda Bakhsh, where 
he had arrived to pay his re-
spects to former prime min-
ister Benazir Bhutto on her 
13th death anniversary. 

“We will participate in 
the Senate and by-elec-
tions. We will never leave 
the field empty,” said the 
Sindh chief minister, add-
ing that the PPP had never 
shied away from rendering 
sacrifices for democracy. 
Murad said the PPP law-
makers had submitted 
their resignations to Bila-
wal House and a decision 
to officially relinquish 
their positions in the Par-
liament would be taken at 
an appropriate time. 
Hitting out at the PTI gov-

ernment, Murad said that 
his party had come to serve 
the people of Pakistan, 
“not play cricket”. He said 
that PPP chairperson Bil-
awal Bhutto had called an 
important meeting of the 
party on December 29 to 
take important decisions, 
such as PPP’s participation 
in the Senate elections. 
He said all arrangements 
had been made for the 
death anniversary of Be-
nazir Bhutto including the 
enforcement of safety pre-
cautions and the SOPs).

Murad says PPP to contest 
senate elections, by-polls

British Sikhs 
angry with 

labour leader
LONDON: Labour leader 
Sir Keir Starmer’s office is 
under intense pressure from 
the influential British-Sikh 
community after a promi-
nent  Sikh leader and human 
rights activist’s announce-
ment to the UK House of 
Lords was delayed. Report-
edly, a row has broken out af-
ter Dabinderjit Singh Sidhu, 
principal adviser to Sikh Fed-
eration UK, was about to be 
announced as one of the new 
political peers last Tuesday 
but his name was missing 
when the list was released 
by Downing Street. – DNA


