
Maryam 
urges 

Hazaras to 
bury miners

Abid Raza

LAHORE: PML-N Vice Presi-
dent Maryam 
Nawaz has 
appealed to 
the Hazara 
communit y 
p ro t e s t i n g 

at the Western Bypass in 
Balochistan to bury the coal 
miners that were slain in a 
shocking attack by armed 
terrorists on Sunday. Taking 
to Twitter, Maryam said the 
murder of the coal miners 
was not a small tragedy. Ask-
ing the mourners to not wait 
for an “insensitive and heart-
less” man, Maryam appealed 
for the slain coal miners to be 
buried. “May Allah (SWT) el-
evate their ranks in the here-
after and grant you patience.”

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Cuba Gabriel Tiel Capote in a meeting 
with Federal Information Minister Shibli Faraz. – DNA

Shibli for 
close Pak-
Cuba ties

Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Information and 
Broadcasting, Senator Shibli 
Faraz during a meeting with 
Cuban Ambassador,  Gabriel 
Tiel Capote on Wednesday 
emphasized cooperation in 
the field of culture, saying 
that Pakistan has a rich and 
diverse cultural heritage that 
needs to be shared with the 
Cuban people. 
Collaboration in the areas 
of culture and media would 
help promote bilateral re-
lations, he added.  Gabriel 
Tiel Capote paid a farewell 
call on the Minister here. 
The minister said that Paki-
stan and Cuba enjoy cordial 
relations, specially thank-
ing the ambassador for the 
scholarships offered in the 
medical field to the students 
of areas badly affected in 
the 2005 earthquake in Pa-
kistan.  He said a large num-
ber of Pakistani students 
had benefitted from the 
scheme. He said that Cuba 
is a resilient nation which 
has made remarkable con-
tribution in the spheres of 
sports, music and medicine.

FC soldier 
martyred in 
cross-border 

attack
RAWALPINDI: An FC sol-
dier has embraced Sha-
hadat in a cross border 
attack from Afghanistan 
in Mohammad district. 
According to a statement 
from ISPR, terrorists from 
inside Afghanistan fired 
across international bor-
der on a military post in 
Mohammad District. Own 
troops responded prompt-
ly. During exchange of fire 
FC soldier Sepoy Fazal Wa-
hid, age 25 yesrs, resident 
of Shangla, Swat received 
bullet injury and embraced 
shahadat. – DNA

Corruption reference 
against ex. diplomat

NAB Rawalpindi conducted the inquiry on the 
request of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s accountability bureau has filed a corruption reference against 
a former ambassador for using embassy funds for personal expenses. Babar Hashmi has 
been accused of working with former accountant Tufail Qazi and embezzling Rs19 million 
from 2016 to 2018. The government released the funds for its embassy in Sofia, Bulgaria.
NAB Rawalpindi conducted the inquiry on the request of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
The two men have been accused of embezzling $96,052 (Rs15 million) and 45,758 Bulgari-
an lev (Rs4 million) for paying bills of expensive hotels and “throwing parties”.
“The embezzlement continued for two years and surfaced when a new accountant took 
charge of the embassy,” the bureau said in the reference. “During the investigation, it was 
established that both men being official signatories withdrew funds from official accounts of 
the embassy maintained at Bulbank Sofia, Bulgaria and used them for personal benefit/gain.” 
Hashmi and Qazi failed to submit a bank reconciliation statement to the chief accounts office 
of the foreign ministry, which is a violation of rules, the bureau said. Qazi has been arrested 
in the case. The court will take up the case after the scrutiny by the Registrar’s Office. – DNA

Pakistan-UAE agree to 
cooperate in energy sector
ISLAMABAD: Minister 
for Energy Omar Ayub 
Khan says the govern-
ment is focusing on en-
ergy projects under new 
renewable energy policy 
to harness local resources 
for power generation. Talk-
ing to Ambassador of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
Nawaf bin Saeed Ahmed 
Al-Malki in Islamabad 
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CM visits 
protesters

Bureau Report

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister 
Jam Kamal on Wednesday visited the 
protest camp of the Hazara families and 
urged them to bury the slain coal miners 
appealing them to let go of the condition 
that they will only do so if Prime Minister 
Imran Khan visits them.
The visit came after talks between the gov-
ernment and members of the Hazara com-
munity to end the latter’s sit-in following 
the brutal killing of coal miners in Machh 
ended inconclusively on Tuesday night, 
with the protesters persistent in saying 
they would not bury the dead till Prime 
Minister Imran Khan arrives to their camp. 

PDM wants 
to attain 

power: Siraj
Shaheen Hanif

ISLAMABAD: Jamaat-e-Is-
lami Emir 
Senator Sir-
ajul Haq has 
ridiculed the 
PDM for 
holding pro-

test rallies only with the 
objective to attain power in-
stead of making serious ef-
forts in strengthening dem-
ocratic process and raising 
voice for genuine public 
issues. He, however, clari-
fied that holding peaceful 
protest was a constitutional 
right to every political par-
ty and individual. He has 
said that the establishment 
has no need to make direct 
interference in the political 
affairs when the govern-
ment is displaying full obe-
dience and complying with 
all of its directions.

Govt to 
stamp out 
terrorism

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-

ter’s Special 
Represent -
ative on Re-
ligious Har-
mony Hafiz 
Tahir Me-

hmood Ashrafi has reiter-
ated government’s commit-
ment to stamp out terrorism 
from the Pakistan. Talking 
to media in Islamabad, he 
said we are fully aware of 
Indian subversive designs 
to destabilize Pakistan. He 
expressed grief and sorrow 
over the tragic terrorist in-
cident in Mach. Hafiz Tahir 
Mehmood Ashrafi said foes 
of Pakistan will not succeed 
in creating a sectarian ha-
tred amongst the people.

Briefs PM assures 
support to 
Hazaras

A.M.Bhatti / DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran 
Khan on Wednesday told the members 
of the Hazara community that he stands 
with them in their time of suffering and 
assured them he would visit “very soon” 
but asked them to bury their loved ones. 
The prime minister took to Twitter to as-
sure the Hazara families that lost their 
loved ones in Machh that he was cogni-
zant of their “suffering and demands”.
“We are taking steps to prevent such at-
tacks in the future and know our neighbour 
is instigating this sectarian terrorism,” said 
PM Imran. He told the Hazara families that 
he shares their pain and reminded them 
that he had come to them earlier as well 
and stood by them during their “time of suf-
fering”. The prime minister assured them 

Continued on Page 06

“We are taking steps to prevent such 
attacks in the future and know our 

neighbour is instigating this sectarian 
terrorism,” said the premier
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Pak supported 
Cuba on the  
diplomatic level

DNA

OTTAWA: High Commissioner For 
Pakistan To Canada Mr. Raza Bashir 
Tarar Has said that India’s revocation 
of the status of Indian Occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir and a consistent denial of 
Kashmiris’ Right to Self-determination 
are manifestation of an Indian game-
plan that dovetails into a larger Hindu 
supremacist ideology being actively es-
poused by the Modi government. 
“It is a worrisome aspect because if one 
looks at the population of the region 
and the perilous situation that obtains 
in Kashmir, any conflagration in the 
Kashmir region is bound to disturb the 
global peace,” he said during a detailed 
interview with a Canadian TV channel 
and radio on the occasion of Kashmiris’ 
Right to Self Determination Day marked 
all over the world on 5th January 2021, 
To a question, Raza Bashir Tarar said 
that the unilateral action of the Indian 
government of revoking the special sta-
tus granted under Article 370 of the In-
dian Constitution to the Indian Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir was reflective of a 
method in madness because the Indian 

calculus was to suppress the Kashmiris’ 
resistance with a high degree of state 
brazenness and tyranny and then give 
an impression to the outside world that 
Kashmir struggle was nothing but an in-
ternal matter of the Indian government. 
He pointed out that the special status 
granted to the Kashmir region had, at a 
certain level, a symbolic value, a refer-
ence point and a ray of hope for the hap-

less and defenceless Kashmiris that they 
had a separate status from other Indian 
states in the Union of India, but the an-
nulment of special status of Kashmir had 
dropped any pretence of civility and fig 
leaf of constitutionality India had always 
tried to wrap around Kashmir. 
He said that the night of tyranny and an 
unending nightmare that had followed 
in the wake of Indian action had made it 
clear to the world community that India 
did not care about anyone, neither the 
UN resolutions nor the position of Paki-
stan or the aspirations of Kashmiris and 
it could get away with anything through 
its economic and military might. 
To a question, the High Commissioner 
said the people of Canada were unique-
ly placed to understand the plight and 
tragedy of the Kashmiris and the ex-
cesses being committed against them. 
He described Canada as a country with 
an influential voice and an independent 
foreign policy. He said Canada had al-
ways enjoyed the status of a beacon in 
terms of the protection of human rights 
and advocacy of human rights, and it was 
natural for Canada to support the Right 
of Self Determination of the Kashmiris 
who had very high hopes from Canada.

Any conflagration in Kashmir 
bound to affect world: Tarar

Post Report

BANNU: Pakistan Democratic Movement 
(PDM) president Maulana Fazlur Rehman 
on Wednesday said recent incidents of 
terrorism in the country showed that the 
government's claims of having established 
peace were "wrong".
He was addressing what is the latest in a 
series of anti-government rallies planned 
by the PDM. Hosted by JUI-F, the rally in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's Bannu district is be-
ing attended by leaders of PDM constituent 
parties, but neither PML-N Vice President

Continued on Page 06

Machh tragedy proof of 
unrest in Pakistan: PDM
In his speech, Fazal ur Rehman accused the govt of 
having “ruined” peace and the country’s economy

PDM decline 
continues: Shibli

Rana Farrukh

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting Senator Shibli Faraz 
Wednesday said that the PDM had en-
tered the final phase of its total decline, 
which was evident from the Bannu rally 
where all C-grade leaders of the opposi-
tion parties participated. The minister, 
in a tweet, said the failed narrative and 
non-participation of the public in PDM 
rallies had disappointed the central lead-
ership of the allied political parties.

WASHINGTON: Pledging 
that he would "fight like 
hell" to remain in the White 
House, a desperate US Pres-
ident Donald Trump called 
on his vice-president Mike 
Pence to "come through" to 
illegally award him a second 
term, even as his supporters 
began descending on the 
capital on Tuesday for rallies 
authorities fear will be pro-
vocative and violent. 
Contending that "there are 

people intent on coming 
to our city armed,” author-
ities in Washington DC, a 
Democratic-run city, mobi-
lized the National Guard as 
Trump supporters, many 
from white supremacist and 
racist groups, arrived in the 
city for the so-called "stop 
the steal" rallies outside the 
White House on Tuesday 
and Wednesday. 
In a rally in Georgia on 
Monday, a shrill Trump 

raised the pitch, asking 
vice-president Pence, who 
is tasked at a joint session 
of Congress on Thursday 
with formally recognizing 
Joe Biden as the winner of 
the Presidential election 
that has been certified by 
the states, to defy states' 
verdict and declare him 
winner. "I hope Mike Pence 
comes through for us.

Continued on Page 06

Trump calls on Pence  
to subvert election
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Briefs
Team IIUI 
clinches 

prestigious 
R&D grant  

Raja Pervaiz

ISLAMABAD: Dr. Imran 
Murtaza, Prof. Dr. Ahmed 
Shuja and Centre for Ad-
vanced Electronics & 
Photovoltaic Engineering 
(CAEPE) have brought an 
honor to the International 
Islamic University by win-
ning yet another interna-
tional R&D grant from HEC 
and British Council.
The project is aimed to engi-
neer the Energy harvesters 
and develop the Self-charg-
ing power packs with the po-
tential to revolutionize wear-
able technology and electric 
cars. This new technology 
is well-aligned with the en-
ergy priority area of both 
Pakistan and the UK, and 
will enable to enhance and 
improve the performance 
of current technology such 
as health, environment and 
food quality monitoring, 
smart cities and buildings, 
transportation, sport activi-
ties, space expeditions and 
military devices.
Only 6 projects were finally 
awarded in Pak UK Gate-
way ICRG funding call, out 
of over 263 projects jointly 
submitted from Pakistan 
and UK, with an interna-
tional peer review spanning 
over a year in three different 
stages. The overall tune of 
the funds in this project is 
almost Rs. 100 Million (UK 
£ 500,000) with half of it for 
the IIU team.

Islamabad 
records 136 
virus cases 

ISLAMABAD: COVID-19 
cases continued to surge 
in the federal capital as 136 
new Corona cases were re-
ported from the city during 
the last 24 hours, National 
Command and Operation 
Center (NCOC) said on 
Wednesday. According to an 
official of NCOC, as many 
as 132 cases were reported 
on Tuesday while 117 cases 
were reported on Monday. 
He said so far 38,531 cas-
es were reported from the 
federal capital while 432 
deaths were reported from 
Islamabad Capital Territo-
ry (ICT). He added 35,609 
patients had been recov-
ered completely. 
Meanwhile, on the direc-
tion of Ministry of Nation-
al Health Services, the 
district administration of 
Islamabad had continued 
smart lockdown in differ-
ent streets of the capital to 
reduce transmission of the 
infection in the selected 
streets and other sectors. 
They also started taking ac-
tions on violation of stand-
ard operating procedures 
(SOPs) related with the co-
rona while visiting marriage 
halls, markets and petrol 
pumps by its inspection 
teams.  The administration 
also sealed schools, shops, 
workshop and restaurants 
on violation of SOPs. – APP

Dr Sania convenes meeting 
of Waseela-e-Taleem Digital 

The steering committee reviewed the programme performance, discussed the 
way forward and explored options to enhance the outcomes of the programme 

capitalizing on conditionalities introduced in the programme
Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: A maiden meeting 
of the Ehsaas steering committee 
for Waseela-e-Taleem Digital, an 
education conditional cash transfer 
programme was convened under 
the chair of SAPM Dr. Sania Nish-
tar. The steering committee mem-
bers were briefed on the massively 
reformed Waseela-e-Taleem Digital, 
that has massively been reformed 
and scaled up through end-to-end 
digitization, cost effective changes 
in institutional infrastructure, new 
stipend policy, and nationwide ex-
pansion across all districts. The Rs. 
80 billion programme will bring 5 
million deserving primary school 
children into its fold from across 
all 154 districts of Pakistan over a 
4-year duration.
The steering committee reviewed 
the programme performance, 

discussed the way forward and 
explored options to enhance the 
outcomes of the programme cap-
italizing on conditionalities intro-
duced in the programme. Terms 
of reference of the steering com-
mittee were also principally crys-
tallized in consultation with com-
mittee members.
“The purpose of the deep-rooted 
digital reform in Waseela-e-Taleem 
under Ehsaas was to promote in-
tegrity, transparency, accountabil-
ity and to improve targeting. And, 
the programme has been scaled 
up nationwide to address the prob-
lem of out of school children”, said 
SAPM Dr. Sania Nishtar. Adding 
further, she said, “As per Ehsaas 
payment policy, all payments are 
biometrically verified in real time; 
girls get Rs. 2000 and boys get 
Rs. 1500 per quarter, when 70% 
school attendance is ensured.” 
The meeting brought together 

members of the steering commit-
tee from Ministry of Economic 
Affairs, Ministry of Education 
and Professional Training, For-
eign Commonwealth and Devel-
opment Office, the World Bank, 
Asian Development Bank and Ed-

ucation Departments from prov-
inces including AJK and GB who 
were joined by Waseela-e-Taleem 
Digital operations team. The 
committee richly lauded quantum 
changes in the Waseela-e-Taleem 
Digital programme specifically 
comprehensive and deep-rooted 
reforms that have been designed 
and deployed over the last year 
and a half under Ehsaas, a as a 
result of which far reaching re-
sults would be achieved in the 
outcomes of programme.
In her concluding remarks, SAPM 
Dr. Sania thanked the steering 
committee experts and members 
for their time and valuable inputs 
and reiterated that this steering 
committee forum will open doors 
to collaborate and bring rich ex-
pertise from provincial education 
departments, key stakeholders, 
and development partners. 
During the course of the meeting, 

it was also discussed that Ehsaas 
plans to roll out nationwide drive 
for school enrolment soon in collab-
oration with provinces and key de-
velopment stakeholders to enhance 
primary school enrolments and min-
imize dropouts. “The programme 
targeting will also be aligned in 
keeping with results of Ehsaas Na-
tional Socio-economic Registry sur-
vey that is currently 61% complete 
in the field and is expected to be 
concluded before June 2021 nation-
wide”, stated SAPM Dr. Sania.
It was agreed that a sub-commit-
tee will be constituted with ex-
perts from the steering commit-
tee stakeholders and provinces for 
a deep dive into the deep-rooted 
reforms and integrations in the 
education conditional cash trans-
fer programme. The steering 
committee will meet biannually to 
review the progress and strategic 
direction of programme.

Creative 
Talent 

Contest 
from Jan 11

ISLAMABAD: A week-
long ‘Creative Talent Con-
test-2021’ will begin from 
January 11 in the Federal 
Capital, providing an op-
portunity to youth to par-
ticipate in literary activities 
while staying at home dur-
ing the second wave of coro-
navirus pandemic.
The initiative was being tak-
en by the capital adminis-
tration under its ‘Islamabad 
Reads Campaign’, launched 
by the Chief Commissioner 
Office recently to promote 
literary activities in the city.
Giving details about the con-
test, Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory (ICT) administration Di-
rector General Syeda Shafaq 
Hashmi said the participants 
of contest would be encour-
aged to send articles, essays 
and poems in two languages 
(Urdu or English).
She said there was another 
category under which the 
youth would be encouraged 
to submit their art work 
(painting and sketching), de-
picting ‘Hope and Serenity’ 
during the times of corona-
virus pandemic.
Adding further, she said es-
says’ topics should be based 
on socio-economic issues of 
the country, while theme of 
poems was ‘stay at home’.
Talking to APP, she said 
department of libraries 
would receive entries till 
January 11 at the Chief 
Commissioner Office for 
all of three categories. She 
urged the capital denizens 
to take part in the contest 
and get recognition for your 
skills and creativity. – APP

IESCO 
issues power 
suspension 
schedule 

ISLAMABAD: According to 
Islamabad Electric Supply 
Company (IESCO)’s spokes-
man, System Maintenance 
is in process. Therefore 
power supply of below men-
tioned feeders/areas will be 
temporary suspended as 
per given schedule:-
From 9:00 A.M. to 2:00 
P.M, Kahuta City 1,2, Hanif 
Shaheed, Tufail Shaheed, 
Ghauri Garden, Sohdran 
Road, Scheme-1, Burma, 
Waheedabad, Khanna-II, Al 
Noor Colony, Isolation Hos-
pital, Azad Shaheed, Tram-
ri, Rahara. Khanna East, 
I-10/2, NDC-1, Dr. AQ Khan, 
New Exchange, G-10/4, 
G-10/2, G-10/1, G-9/1, CWO 
, Fazal Ghee Mill, SES, Kid-
ney Center, Police Line, 
Khayaban-e-Iqbal, Tamasa-
mabad, Dhok Hakmadad, 
Muslim Town, Khanabad, 
Munirabad, Lalarukh, Pur-
miana, Industrial Estate, 
Hussainabad, Col. Sher 
Khan, Industrial Estate , 
Lalazar, Garhi Afghana, Bur-
han, Shafi Chauhan, Fateh 
Jang Rural, Fateh Jang City, 
Gul Muhammad Shaheed, 
Tanaza Dam, Haro, Gohri, 
Bohi Ghar, Salar Gah, Dau-
tallah, Adi, Dafar, Dhok 
Awan, Zaraj, Chata, Melody, 
Tufail Shaheed, Khanna Dak 
Scheme-1, Bani Gala and 
surrounding areas will be re-
main without power. – APP

Environmental 
regulator’s role 
vital: Zartaj Gul

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for Climate Change Zartaj 
Gul on Wednesday said role of Pakistan Environmental Pro-
tection  Agency (Pak-EPA) was imperative for sustainable 
industrial growth to prevent least damage to the ecology. 
Addressing a two-day training workshop on EIA organised 
by Pak-EPA for public and private corporate sector repre-
sentatives, she said the environmental regulators had the 
core responsibility to make the industrial and corporate sec-
tor comply with its duties pledged under EIA for preventing 
pollution at all levels. She said, “Pakistan’s 33 percent forest 
cover has been reduced to 4 percent since partition due to 
unbridled tree cutting by timber mafia. The forest depart-
ment and other authorities could have prevented this huge 
damage to the environment that increased the country’s 
vulnerability to cli- mate change at drastic 
level.” She added that the industrial and 
corporate sectors should realise its role 
under CSR for preserving environ-
ment around their business prem-
ises. “DG Khan Cement one of the 
largest indus- trial unit in Dera 
Ghazi Khan (DG Khan) has merely 
contributed 350 plants for plan-
tation which is regrettable 
as philanthro- pists of 
federal cap- ital do-
nated over 1 0 , 0 0 0 
plants for p l a n t a -
tion pro- gramme,” 
she said. – DNA

ISLAMABAD: Zafar Bakhtawri former president ICCI and renowned businessman is presenting 
his newly published book "Jahan Dost"to barrister Khalid Khurshid, chief minister 

Gilgit Baltistan, Alim Adil sh and Haleem Adil sh are also present. – DNA

Huge cache 
of liquor 

recovered 
ISLAMABAD: The National 
Highways and Motorways 
Police( NHMP) on Wednes-
day recovered 700 bottles of 
liquor and arrested the ac-
cused. According to details, 
the Anti-Crime Squad of the 
Motorway Police stopped 
a car on Lahore-Islamabad 
Motorway (M-2) near Pindi 
Bhattian on suspicion of not 
having a number plate. Dur-
ing the search 700 bottles 
of alcohol were recovered in 
the trunk of the vehicle.  
Two accused in the vehicle 
Yasir Irfan and Adeel Zafar 
were arrested. 
The accused were trying to 
smuggle liquor from Lahore 
to Chakwal. – DNA

RCB issues notices to 
non license holders

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi Cantonment Board (RCB) issued 
3850 notices to the shopkeepers running their businesses 
without trade licenses in RCB areas during 2020.  According 
to details, RCB, Trade License Branch was taking action in 
accordance with the law against non trade license holders. 
The branch in this respect held operations and served warn-
ing notices to over 3850 bakeries, general stores, dairy shops, 
medical stores, chicken shops Colony, Dhoke Mustakeem 
Road, Saham Road,  Tench Bhatta, Masrial Road, Hafizabad 
and other areas.  The branch also received a large number of 
applications and issued new licenses to 7300 shopkeepers who 
had met all requirements. Meanwhile, the Food Branch of RCB 
checked over 2300 food outlets during 2020 and issued noticed 
to 1950 for unhygienic and poor cleanliness conditions.  He 
informed that the RCB teams conducted raids in different ar-
eas and collected thousands of food samples which were sent 
to the lab for quality test while over Rs 3.6 million fines were 
imposed on the rules violators.  The cases of substandard food 
items were also sent to the court of the cantonment magistrate 
which imposed fines on the rules violators. – DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ministry of 
National Health Services, 
Regulations and Coordina-
tion on Wednesday contin-
ued its awareness campaign 
against unnecessary and 
unsafe injection practices 
in Pakistan. The drive was 
launched with an objective 
to reduce injection overuse, 
curtail reuse of syringes, in-
stitute proper waste disposal 
and promote oral medication 
with the support of Expand-
ed Programme on Immuni-
zation (EPI), in line with its 
Environmental and Social 
Management Plan (ESMP).
The initiative is an ev-
idence-based policy re-
sponse to the problem of 

blood borne infections and 
unnecessary, and unsafe in-
jections in the country. 
Recent studies and doc-
umentations have estab-
lished the association be-
tween unsafe therapeutic 
injections and transmission 
of dangerous diseases like 
Hepatitis and HIV/AIDS. 
It is also known that patients 
who receive higher number 
of injections are at a higher 
risk of contracting these 
illnesses primarily due to 
syringe reuse. It has been 
found that 94% of injections 
in Pakistan are unnecessary 
and can be avoided by pre-
ferring oral medication. 
The problem is widespread 

and has been documented 
from different corners of the 
county.  A study published 
in 2019 about private health 
care providers in Sindh and 
Punjab had revealed a very 
high percentage of syringe 
reuse and specific factors 
associated with it.  The ma-
jor reason was demand by 
patients to which providers 
complied. Patients were gen-
erally unaware of the harms 
of injections and syringe re-
use or that reuse happens.
Such studies highlighted 
the importance of appropri-
ate health behaviors- avoid-
ing unnecessary injections 
and insisting on unused 
syringe, in this case. – APP

Awareness drive against 
unsafe injections continues
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Focus on price stability A new beginning for 
Saudi-Qatar relationsR EGARDLESS of whether it was a proactive move or one 

forced by circumstances, the decision of the finance 
minister to constitute a committee to form an action 

plan that will help reduce prices of sugar and edible oil is an 
important step in the right direction. It already says quite a 
lot that the decision was taken at the meeting of the National 
Price Monitoring Committee (NPMC) that meets every week 
to review prices of essential items like wheat and sugar. The 
government has clearly been forced onto the back foot in the 
matter of prices of some of the most important items of daily 
use by the public, and is now having to take steps that are 
meant to show people that it is taking the matter very serious-
ly on top of actually controlling prices on the ground.
Yet even as generally low growth in the wake of the pan-
demic has also led to lower inflation over the last quarter or 
so, for some reason relevant authorities have continuously 
struggled to keep a lid on prices of some very important 
items, especially wheat and sugar, even when market forces 
have not been responsible for such trends. First the gov-
ernment bought valuable time by blaming it all on hoarders 
and profiteers. But when it tried to use all the state’s might 
to control things – at least that is what the prime minister 
said – and still there was no difference it was forced to take 
measures like forming committees that gave the impression 
that it was keeping a very close eye on things.
However, what is it going to do when, or if, even such theat-
rics don’t bear fruit? There are already in-built mechanisms, 
especially at the provincial level, to keep prices in check and 
common people from suffering too much. The fact that the 
government is having to run from pillar to post to show the 
people that it intends to take price control very seriously 
from now on only goes to show that it failed to ensure sta-
bility when it was supposed to. One can only hope that now 
it has its monitoring system properly worked out and any 
deviation from the normal demand-supply mechanism of the 
market will be promptly and effectively checked before any 
more burden is placed on the people.

Muhammad Omar Iftikhar  

T HE tussle in diplomatic relations between Saudi Arabia 
and Qatar took a drastic turn in 2017 when Riyadh dis-
engaged all diplomatic ties and transport connections 

with Qatar. The UAE was also a part of Riyadh’s plan as the 
latter accused the government of Qatar to sponsor Islamist 
groups. Riyadh also viewed it as a matter of concern for Qatar 
edging closer with Iran. On January 4, 2021, Riyadh announced 
that it is resolving its dispute with Qatar and ordered to open 
all borders and air links with Qatar. In a televised address aired 
on Monday, January 4, 2021, Kuwaiti Foreign Minister Ahmad 
Nasser Al-Sabah said, “Based on [Kuwait’s ruler Emir] Sheikh 
Nawaf’s proposal, it was agreed to open the airspace and land 
and sea borders between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the 
State of Qatar, starting from this evening.” Over the last three 
years or so, the government of Qatar was denying all allega-
tions. It even said that there were no legitimacy to such blame 
that Riyadh and Abu Dhabi had imposed on Qatar. 
Now that the relations with Saudi Arabia and Qatar are mov-
ing towards normalcy, one must wonder about the future of 
their ties and their impact on the Middle East region. In this 
regard, the opinion of the US President will also come into 
play. President-elect Biden and his Vice President-elect, Ka-
mala Harris, will create a strategy to create allies, counter 
conflicts, resolve issues, in various regions of the world fol-
lowing their oath-taking on January 20, 2021. In this regard, 
the regions of the Middle East, South Asia, Far East, Central 
Asia may be on top of their list. As far as Saudi Arabia is con-
cerned, the Kingdom has had a fruitful tie with all previous 
US administrations. Time will tell what diplomatic strategies 
will the Biden administration have for Qatar. In the mean-
time, it is expected that the restoration of diplomatic ties 
between Saudi Arabia and Qatar will create regional harmony 
in the Middle East. The future, however, is still unknown.

I NDIA’S hegemonic posture and expan-
sionist designs in the South Asia can be 
well appreciated if we dissect its lethal 

miscalculations on economic and political 
fronts. Economically, Indian authorities 
boasted of their upsurge in the emerging 
market countries, and their joining mul-
ti-trillion dollar economies club with $2.8 
Trillion GDP and export revenue of around 
$324 Billion in 2019. Its impressive IT in-
dustry, with around $147 Billion exports, 
tempted it to aspire for a bigger-than-stat-
ure role in international power politics. 
But ostensibly, blindfolded by this illusion of 
self- aggrandizement, Indian policy makers 
ignored their dismal performance on major 
socio-economic indicators. Raging poverty, 
alarming law and order, miserable condition 
of human rights and minorities mock at Indi-
an claims of economic turnaround. Seriously 
hit by COVID-19 pandemic in recent times, 
its progress on any of the 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) is not enviable. 
Moody’s recently published revised eco-
nomic growth outlook for 2020 shows India 
growing at -8.9%. Its poor score of Gini Co-
efficient, a gauge of income distribution ine-
quality among population, further augments 
this bleak picture of Indian social fabric.
Politically India takes credit in being world’s 
biggest democracy with a population of over 
1.3 Billion. It is proud of inheriting British 
legacy of running democratic institutions. 
But unfortunately, it is oblivious of nurtur-
ing basic values needed for the democracy 
to flourish: higher literacy rate, economic 
self-sufficiency, and freedom of expression 
through independent media.
Ground realities in India paint a gloomy 
picture. Firstly, India dropped 10 point to 
51st position in Economist Intelligent Unit’s 
2019 Democracy Index that measures state 

of democracy worldwide in 165 independent 
states and two territories. 
They have cited erosion of civil liberties 
as the main cause of this sharp dip in dem-
ocratic outlook of the country. Secondly, 
distribution of wealth in India is so skewed 
in favor of rich that Just 1% of its richest 
elite own 58.4%, and the richest 10% own 
80.7% of country’s total wealth. 
Thirdly, poor quality teaching and learn-
ing practices, especially for the children of 
Schedules Castes, Schedules Tribes and re-
ligious minorities, coupled with a custom of 
early marriages result in earlychildrendrop-
outfromschools.Currentlymorethan6million-
school-agekids are out of school in India. 
Fourthly, India’s place in Reporters without 
Borders’s Press Freedom Index has dropped 
from 136th in 2015 to 142nd in 2020 due to 
oppressive policies of the ruling BJP govern-
ment, led by Prime Minister Namenda Modi. 
These fundamental flaws in assessing their 
economic and political worth led Indians to 
other fatal misconceptions about their diplo-
matic, tactical, and strategic prowess.
Diplomatically, India being sweet heart of 
major world powers, behaves like a spoiled 
child at all international forums, be it United 
Nations (UN), International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), or Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF). But it failed to understand 
that world powers are ignoring its whimsical 
wish list because of its bigger market, in or-
der to secure their economic interests.
Tactically, India tried to assume role of a 
policeman in South Asia, bullying all its 
neighbors to stamp its authority in the 
region. However, quite recently, Nepal’s 
stubborn stance on Kalapani, Lipu Lekh 
and Limpiyadhura areas, located at a stra-
tegic three-way junction between Nepal, 
India and China, is a humiliating blow to 

Indian hegemonic claims in the region.
Strategically, India is projected as a counter 
weight to China in the region. But historic 
thrashing of its so-called brave troops by 
their Chinese counterparts in a non-conven-
tional clash with sticks and clubs in Galway 
Valley, Laddakh in June 2020 is an eye-open-
er, not only for Indian authorities but also for 
their international aides, especially in Quad-
rilateral Security Dialogue (QSD) or Quad: 
an informal strategic alliance of the United 
States, Japan, Australia and India to counter 
increasing Chinese military and economic 
power in theregion.
In the back drop of more than six-months 
long standoff with Indian troops across the 
Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Ladakh, 
China has strategically cemented its posi-
tion in the region. It is a massive defeat of 
India and its sponsors, rather launchers, 
to encircle China and gain a position of 
influence in the region. All Indian tactics, 
like putting a ban on around 150 Chinese 
Apps, to control China economically would 
prove counterproductive at the best.
Out of this deep sense of embarrassment, 
India is imploring China again and again to 
pull back its troops and maintain status quo 
in the area to give her an honorable exit from 
the crisis, but of no avail so far. Currently 
eighth round of border talks between the two 
countries has ended inconclusively.
Keeping the aforesaid in view, one can pain-
lessly point at how sham and ill- founded 
sense of grandeur Indian civil and military 
establishments harbor. Pragmatism de-
mands that better sense should prevail. India 
should come out of deep slumber to confront 
bitter realities plaguing its socio-economic 
order. It must put its own house in order be-
fore aspiring for a global role.

– arshakir.pmo@gmail.com

I MPRISONMENT and torturing of Muslim Kashmi-
ri leaders on the premise of their political ideology 
and struggle against illegal Indian occupation can 

be termed a true reflection of the extremist mind-set of 
the RSS-BJP regime that has no respect for the human 
rights, especially religious tolerance.
India is committing war crimes in India Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) by violating Article-82 
(2b, VIII) of the Rome Statue of International Criminal 
Court (ICC) and article 143 of Geneva Convention-IV.
Several senior Muslim Kashmiri leaders, including Syed 
Ali Gilani and Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, are also under 
house detention, while other prominent leaders, such as 
Aasiya Andrabi, Muhammad Yasin Malik, Shabbir Ahmed 
Shah and Masarrat Aalam Mutt are in New Delhi’s noto-
rious Tihar Jail. Andrabi like other Kashmiri leaders has 
been illegally arrested over malicious, false and fabricat-
ed charges by the Indian government through invoking 
draconian laws promulgated in IIOJK. Dr. Asiya Andrabi, 
founder of Dukhtraan-e-Millat is facing inhuman treat-
ment by the Indian government during imprisonment 
with deteriorating health conditions. Indian government 
is setting stage for judicial murder of Asiya Andrabi in 
coming weeks.Indian government is using all its force to 
suppress the voice of Kashmiris. 
Indian government arrested the Asiya Andrabi and her 
associates Famida Sufi and Nahida Nasreen in Oct 2016. 
Their sin was to raise voice for the rights of women and 
right of self-determination for the people of Kashmir. In-
dian government charged them with act of terrorism and 
other draconian laws under public safety act. Later, they 
were transferred to Tihar jail.
Under Geneva Convention IV, Article 49, it is prohibited 
to transfer an individual or group of “protected persons 
from occupied territory to the occupying power, regard-
less of their motives”. India had violated article 49 multi-
ple times by transferring Kashmiri leaders including Asi-
ya Andrabi, her husband Dr. Ashiq Hussain Faktoo and 
other leaders from Kashmiri prisons to notorious Tihar 
Jail. Dr. Faktoo is in Indian Prison serving life sentence 
for 27 years. India is also violating Article 76 of Geneva 
Convention IV, while not allowing the delegate of Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) to visit the 
prison. This article also calls that women shall be con-
fined in separate quarters and shall be under the direct 
supervision of women. According to Dr Shireen Mazari, 

Minster for Huma Rights, it is the binding duty of India 
being the signatory of International Human Rights Law 
and Humanitarian Law of the United Nations World Sum-
mit in 2005. Against all norms, Indian Supreme Court 
defined the term “death imprisonment” as the impris-
onment till death of the individual during a verdict in 
2012. Presently, Indian government is using this verdict 
to penalize Asiya Andrabi to kept her behind bar till her 
death. It is just like a judicial murder of an individual. 
International human rights organizations need to come 
forward play their role to end this draconian law and save 
the life of a human rights and women rights defender of 
IIOJK. Designation of Pakistan as a “country of particular 
concern” by the USunder its “International Religious Free-
dom Act of 1998”   is completely against the realities on the 
ground and raises serious doubts about the credibility of 
the exercise. Pakistan and China were among several coun-
tries designated by the State Department as countries of 
“particular concerns” regarding religious freedom on the 
recommendation of the US International Commission on 
Religious Freedom (USICRF). However, the State Depart-
ment rejected the proposal to place India in the list as well.
The findings and recommendations of the US Commis-
sion on International Religious Freedom as well as the 
US Congressional hearings on the maltreatment of mi-
norities in India and the violation of religious freedom all 
over the country including in the Muslim-majority IIO-
JK(Indian illegally occupied Jammu and Kashmir) were 
mischievously ignored by the US State Department. The 
glaring omission of India, where the RSS-BJP regime and 
their leaders openly disregard religious freedom and dis-
criminate against minority communities in an institution-
alised manner, is unfortunate and puts the credibility of 
the US report into question. 
Pakistan has aptly rejected the US State Department’s 
“arbitrary and selective assessment” on religious free-
dom, terming it counterproductive to promote bilateral 
relations.Pakistan and the US have been constructively 
engaging on the subject at the bilateral level, a fact re-
grettably overlooked by the US.
During the year 2020, Indian Army violated the Line of 
Control for more than 3,000 times. As a consequence, 
30 innocentcivilians were martyred and more than 180 
others including over 90 women and 67 children, got in-
jured or became disabled—all Muslims.It was the bloodi-
est year in terms of the Indian brutalities.

Incident of killing of three innocent young Muslim 
labourers at the hands of Indian Army in Shopian 
district of occupied Kashmir and later placing weap-
ons on their corpses to declare them militants and 
terrorists, as exposed by the Kashmir police after an 
in-depth investigation, should serve as an eye-opener 
for the United States.And the United Nations should 
constitute a commission of inquiry to visit IIOJ&K and 
look into human rights violations there.
India has been using the tools of oppression and ill-treat-
ment to spread a sense of fear among the unarmed and 
innocent Muslim people of IIOJK for the past over sev-
en decades. Thousands of Kashmiris including innocent 
youth, members of civil society, journalists and Kashmiri 
leaders remain incarcerated in Indian prisons, several of 
them at unrevealed locations and aloof from their fami-
lies. The Indian forces still operate in the illegally occu-
pied territory with complete impunity under draconian 
laws like Public Safety Act (PSA) and Armed Forces Spe-
cial Powers Act (AFSPA). 
Systematic demonization, dispossession, marginalisation 
and targeted violence against Muslims using the com-
munal slur of “love jihad” in Hindutva-inspired India has 
become commonplace. It is no secret that attacks by cow 
vigilantes and mob lynching of Indian Muslims take place 
regularly, with complete impunity for the perpetrators. 
State complicity in organized violence against the Mus-
lim minority in India is a matter of record.
Recently, at the 47th session of the Council of Foreign 
Ministers (CFM) held at Niamey, the Organization of 
Islamic Countries (OIC) has called upon the Indian gov-
ernment to take immediate steps  “[It also calls upon 
New Delhi to] fulfil its responsibilities under the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights and other international 
instruments including the recommendations of the OIC.”
Silence of the so-called human rights champion is rather 
intriguing after the Indian occupational army has itself 
confessed that it had killed the ordinary Muslim civilians 
in fake encounters in Indian illegally occupied Kashmir, 
and later declared them terrorists. Most of the encoun-
ters taking place in the occupied territory are fake. It is 
no longer a secret that the Indian Army is engaged in na-
ked terrorism and ethnic cleansing of innocent Kashmiri 
Muslims in the occupied territory.

– The writer is a freelance columnist; 
email: Iqbal.khan9999@yahoo.com

Reeling Indian juggernaut in the Himalayas

Unending Indian brutalities in IIOJ&K

Abdul Rashid Shakir 
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China and Pakistan sign MoU on 
translation, publication of classics
The two sides agreed to publish 50 classics, deemed to be the most classic, 
important and top-rated in the two countries in the next five years, with the 

joint efforts of experts in culture and publication from both sides
BEIJING: China and Pakistan signed a memorandum on translation and publication of classics on Tuesday, in an 
effort to give fresh impetus to cultural and people-to-people exchanges between the two countries.
Zhang Jianchun, deputy secretary of the Communist Party’s propaganda department and Mrs. Nausheen Amjad, Secretary 
National Heritage and Culture Department, on behalf of both parties, signed on the memorandum, according to Chinese 
media on Wednesday. The two sides agreed to publish 50 classics, deemed to be the most classic, important and top-rated in 
the two countries in the next five years, with the joint efforts of experts in culture and publication from both sides.
It is also part of the activities to mark the 70th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic ties between China 
and Pakistan. This is the second memorandum of such kind China signed with an Asian country, following the one 
signed with Singapore on December 8, 2020. – DNA
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EU approves 
Moderna vaccine

“Good news for our efforts  
to bring more COVID-19 
vaccines to Europeans,” 

Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen tweeted

BRUSSELS: The US-developed COVID-19 vaccine got 
conditional market approval from the EU’s medical 
watchdog. If finally approved by the EU Commission, 
it will become the second vaccine authorized for use 
in the 27-nation bloc. The European Medicines Agency 
(EMA) recommended  Moderna’s COVID-19 vaccine 
for conditional market authorization on Wednesday, the 
agency announced following a meeting.
If approved by the European Commission, which is con-
sidered a formality, it will become the second vaccine 
available in the EU to fight the coronavirus.  Leaders of 
EU nations have come under fire for their slow vaccine 
rollout programs, compared with those in Israel and other 
countries. The BioNTech-Pfizer vaccine is currently the 
only authorized coronavirus vaccination in the EU.
It received fast-track authorization by the EMA on De-
cember 21, but supply chain issues and low production 
capacity have marred the rollout of the mass vaccina-
tion programs across the bloc. “This vaccine provides 
us with another tool to overcome the current emergen-
cy,” Emer Cooke, Executive Director of EMA, said. 
Wednesday’s EMA meeting to discuss the Moderna 
vaccine was the second this week after an initial meet-
ing on Monday proved inconclusive.
The United States, Canada and Israel have already au-
thorized the Moderna shot. The commission could final-
ly approve the vaccine later on Wednesday, news agency 
Reuters reported, citing the Dutch medicines authority. 
“Good news for our efforts to bring more COVID-19 vac-
cines to Europeans,” Commission President Ursula von 
der Leyen tweeted. “Now we are working at full speed to 
approve it and make it available in the EU,” she added. 
Austrian Chancellor Sebastian Kurz called the authori-
zation “a further important step in the fight against the 
pandemic.” “With it, we have more vaccines available in 
the EU to combat the pandemic.” – DNA

Briefs
New SOPs 

for Int’l 
passengers

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: The Civil Avi-
ation Authority has issued a 
list of new SOPs for inter-
national passengers coming 
to Pakistan according to the 
categories their country 
of origin has been placed 
in due to the coronavirus 
pandemic. In a notification 
issued on Tuesday, the au-
thority said 23 countries 
have been placed in Cat-
egory A. This means that 
inbound passengers from 
these countries will not 
have to get a coronavirus 
tests prior to travel.
The countries in this cate-
gory are: Australia, China, 
Cote D’Ivoire, Cuba, Fiji, 
Iceland, Ireland, Kazakh-
stan, Laos, Maldives, New 
Zealand, Nigeria, Norway, 
Rwanda, South Korea, 
Saudi Arabia, Senegal, 
Singapore, South Sudan, 
Sri Lanka, Togo, Uruguay, 
Vietnam, Zambia. All other 
countries have been placed 
in Category B which will re-
quire inbound passengers 
to get a PCR test at least 96 
hours before traveling.
If the passengers fail to 
show their negative test 
results, the airline will not 
issue a boarding pass. It 
will also be responsible for 
making sure that SOPs are 
followed. The new instruc-
tions will be valid until 
March 31. Aircrafts have 
to be disinfected before 
and after boarding and all 
members of the cabin and 
crew will have to wear face 
masks at all times except 
when having food. 

Pak ranks 4th 
on happiness 

index
DNA

KARACHI: According to a 
Gallup International Survey 
at the end of the year 2020, 
65% of Pakistanis claim to 
be happy in general. As 
compared to the previous 
year there is a decrease in 
proportion of Pakistanis 
who are generally happy.
Gallup Survey also revealed 
that out of 41 countries, 
Pakistan ranked 4th on the 
Happiness Index.
These interesting findings 
have emerged out of an an-
nual, 46 country research 
conducted by Gallup Inter-
national (founded by the 
world-renowned scholar 
and pollster Dr. George 
Gallup in 1947).
The survey in Pakistan 
was done by Gallup Paki-
stan. The study comprised 
internationally of 38,709 
respondents covering dif-
ferent ethnicities, regions, 
religions, age, and gender.

ICT police to 
be equipped 
on modern 

lines: Rasheed
Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Interior 
Minister Sheikh Rasheed 
Ahmed on Wednesday said 
that the Islamabad police 
would be equipped on mod-
ern lines and would be made 
an exemplary force for other 
law enforcement agencies.
Talking to a private news 
channel, he said that the 
overall security plan would 
be further improved to 
make Islamabad a safe 
city and checking sys-
tem through smart cars, 
equipped with the latest 
technology will also be in-
troduced soon.
More cars will be provided 
to Islamabad police for ef-
fective checking,” he said, 
adding that unnecessary 
30 check posts have been 
removed from the city 
while latest technology 
would be used to conduct 
checking at various points 
of the city, he said. Sheik 
Rasheed believes that the 
footage of the Safe City 
cameras is technological-
ly advanced too, which 
could help law enforce-
ment agencies to identify 
suspects and criminals 
through the online system.
He said that it was not 
possible to meet policing 
challenges of the modern 
era without employing the 
latest technology effectively 
and some people with nega-
tive thinking politicizing the 
issue of check posts which 
were unnecessary.

BEIJING: “Recently, the Indian 
military did ‘something big’. The 
Indian troops not only dare to 
frequently invade the territories 
of neighbouring countries, but 
also in defiance of everything, 
dare to ‘beard the lion in his 
den’ and take the United Nations 
(UN) peacekeeping vehicle as a 
target,” Cheng Xizhong, visiting 
professor at Southwest Universi-
ty of Political Science and Law, 
said on Wednesday.
According to a statement from 
the Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR), the Indian troops 
resorted to unprovoked fire in 
Chirikot sector of the Line of 

Control (LoC) and “targeted a 
UN vehicle with two military 
observers on board” when they 
were on the way to interact with 
victims of ceasefire violations in 
Azad Jammu & Kashmir. The ve-
hicle was seriously damaged.
Due to the timely rescue and safe 
evacuation by the Pakistani troops, 
the two UN military observers re-
mained unharmed and were safely 
evacuated to Rawalakot region, 
Cheng Xizhong said in his article.
He said India’s barbarity had 
been universally opposed and 
condemned by the international 
community. Russian media said 
that the Indian military sudden-

ly launched an attack on the UN 
convoy in Kashmir, and the bul-
lets directly hit the vehicle of two 
UN observers. Fortunately, the 
accompanying Pakistani soldiers 
fought back and escorted the UN 
observers to a safe place. 

Cheng said at the beginning of the 
century, he participated in peace-
keeping operations in Africa. 
“There are clear signs on all the 
UN vehicles, so it was impossible 
for the Indian troops not to see 
them. This UN vehicle was on 
the way to interact with victims of 
ceasefire violations by India. Obvi-
ously, India wanted to stop it and 
prevent UN personnel from see-
ing the crimes committed by the 
Indian troops.”
India’s deliberate attack on the 
UN vehicle showed that India had 
completely ignored international 
norms and international law, he 
added. Cheng said on Decem-

ber 22 (2020), the Indian troops 
suddenly attacked civilians with 
mortars and heavy weapons near 
the LoC (Line of Control), killing 
a 50-year-old woman and injuring 
three others, including a four-year-
old minor. In 2020, India carried 
out over 3,000 ceasefire viola-
tions, resulting in 276 Pakistani 
civilians killed. “The madness of 
the Indian military is sending a 
dangerous signal that India is on 
the verge of losing control. The 
growing populism, Hindutva mind-
set and hegemonic aspirations are 
making India under the Naren-
dra Modi administration lose its 
mind,” he said. – APP

‘Growing Hindutva making India lose its mind’
India’s deliberate attack on the United Nations vehicle showed that India had 

completely ignored international norms and international law, he added

Govt removes 
IG Islamabad 
Amir Zulfiqar 

from post
Raja Pervaiz

ISLAMABAD: The federal 
government has removed 
Inspector General (IG) Is-
lamabad.   Amir Zulfiqar and 
appoint Qazi Jameel-ur-Re-
hman of Police Service 
of Pakistan as new IG of 
Islamabad. According to 
reports, Inspector General 
(IG) Islamabad Amir Zu-
lfiqar has been transferred, 
Qazi Jameel-ur-Rehman has 
been appointed as the new 
IG in his place. A notifica-
tion of transfer of Amir Zu-
lfiqar has also been issued. 
Earlier, Qazi Jameel-ur-Reh-
man was serving in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa.
“Qazi Jami-ur-Rehman, a 
BS-20 Officer of Police Ser-
vice of Pakistan, presently 
serving under Government 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
is transferred and posted 
as Inspector General, Is-
lamabad Capital Territory 
(ICT) Police, under Interi-
or Division, in his own pay 
and scale, with immediate 
effect and until further or-
ders,” read a notification 
issued to this effect.
According to sources the 
demands had been made 
for changing the IG in the 
wake of a 22-year-old Osa-
ma Satti’s murder at the 
hands of Counter-Terrorism 
Department (CTD) men in 
an alleged staged shootout 
in Islamabad. The transfer 
comes a few days after a 
young man was killed on 
January 2 when Islamabad 
police personnel opened 
fire at him for not stopping 
his car near Sector G-10. 

Qureshi for 
more robust 
partnership 
with Africa

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Foreign 
Minister Makhdoom Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi Wednes-
day while underlining the 
importance of Africa as ‘con-
tinent of future’, said that Pa-
kistan enjoyed friendly rela-
tions and political goodwill in 
African countries that needed 
to be translated into a more 
robust economic partnership.
He said Pakistan had em-
barked on the ‘Engage Africa’ 
initiative, aimed at expanding 
Pakistan’s diplomatic foot-
print and deepening econom-
ic engagement with Africa, 
having 54 countries and a 
population of 1.3 billion.
The foreign minister was 
chairing a third virtual envoys 
meeting regarding long-term 
focus on economic diploma-
cy, Foreign Office spokesper-
son said in a press release. 
With emphasis on Africa, and 
held under the Government’s 
‘Engage Africa’ initiative, Pa-
kistan’s Heads of Missions in 
Abuja, Addis Abba, Algiers, 
Nairobi, Tripoli, Port Lou-
is, Rabat, Pretoria, Niamey, 
Khartoum, Dar es Salam, Da-
kar, Harare and Tunis partici-
pated in the meeting.

Pak on path 
to become 
economic 

hub: Moeed
Ibrar Khan

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is 
on a path to become a glob-
al economic hub and aims 
to become a melting pot 
of competing global eco-
nomic interests. This was 
stated by SAPM on Nation-
al Security Division and 
Strategic Policy Planning, 
Dr. Moeed Yusuf while 
chairing the 8th Advisory 
Board Meeting of the Na-
tional Security Committee.   
While chairing the meeting, 
SAPM Dr. Moeed Yusuf said 
that under the economic se-
curity model, instead of the 
conventional geo-strategic 
lens, Pakistan aims to lev-
erage its geo-economic posi-
tion by partnering with the 
world. We are looking for 
economic partnerships and 
provide avenues for invest-
ment, said Dr. Moeed Yusuf.
Talking on the regional con-
nectivity, the SAPM on Na-
tional Security Division and 
Strategic Policy Planning Dr. 
Moeed Yusuf said that Paki-
stan because of its geo-eco-
nomic location has the po-
tential to serve as a regional 
pivot and become a hub of 
trade and economic activ-
ities. “Pakistan’s vision of 
connectivity and economic 
security will bring dividends 
to the region and the part-
ners”, said Dr. Moeed Yusuf.
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President for accelerating 
development of Gwadar Port

The President said that strategy and vision were essential for the successful 
completion and operationalization of national projects like Gwadar port

DNA

GWADAR: President Dr Arif Alvi has un-
derlined the need to utilize Gwadar Port 
free zone area for transit trade with Af-
ghanistan and Balochistan in addition to 
Karachi ports. He said that the speedy 
flow of traffic at Gwadar port must be en-
sured. He urged the authorities to accel-
erate development activities and remove 
any hindrances in this regard through con-
sensus-building and consultation with the 
relevant stakeholders. 
He gave these remarks at a briefing on pro-
gress work about the Master Plan of Gawa-
dar city and operationalization of Gwadar 

Port, at Gawadar, today. He was briefed 
by Chairman Gwadar Port Authority 
(GPA), Naseer Khan Kashani and 
Director General Gwadar Develop-
ment Authority (GDA), Shahzaib 
Khan Kakar regarding development 
works on Gwadar Port and Gwadar 
city respectively.
The President said that strategy and 
vision were essential for the suc-
cessful completion and opera-
tionalization of national 
projects like Gwadar 
port.  He lament-
ed the slow pace 
of development 
in Gwadar in the 

past and underscored the need 
for timely completion of all infra-
structure and industry related 
projects on the port as per the 
given timelines.
The President was briefed 
about the 19 km Eastbay Ex-
pressway along the port which 
will connect with the Coastal 

Highway and help carry cargo 
without disturbing the local pop-

ulation of Gwadar. 
He was also briefed 

about the 60 acres 
free zone area in 
Gwadar which will 
include recreation-

al facilities, hospitals, schools and multiple 
industries. President Dr. Arif Alvi appre-
ciated GDA and GPA for their briefing on 
Master plan of Gwadar City and Gwadar 
Port and urged both the organizations to 
expedite the work on port as well as city in 
Gwadar. He advised both the organizations 
that the needs of local fishermen should 
also be accounted for in the Master Plan. 
He also thanked the Chinese Government 
for constructing state-of-the-art China 
Business Center (CBC) in Gwadar. 
The meeting was also attended by Ba-
lochistan Revenue Minister, Saleem Kho-
sa, Balochistan Minister for Religious 
Affairs, Lala Rasheed, MPA, Noor Moham-
mad Dummat and others.

Pakistan welcomes 
resumption of intra-
Afghan negotiations

Naveed Miraj / DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has welcomed commencement of 
the second round of Intra Afghan Negotiations in Doha 
today. The two teams have made significant progress by 
finalizing the rules and procedures last month and have 
now reconvened to negotiate on substantive issues.
The year 2020 witnessed substantial progress towards 
peace in Afghanistan, with a number of positive devel-
opments including conclusion of U.S.-Taliban Peace 
Agreement on 29 February 2020, start of intra-Afghan 
Negotiations on 12 September 2020, and agreement 
on Rules and Procedures on 2 December 2020, which 
paved the way for meaningful progress in the peace 
talks. We remain hopeful that the year 2021 will wit-
ness the dawn of a peaceful and stable Afghanistan.
We hope that the two negotiating teams would contin-
ue to engage with open-mind and will observe patience, 
prudence and perseverance to seize this historic op-
portunity for peace. We call upon both sides to remain 
constructively engaged and show flexibility in the ne-
gotiations for reaching an inclusive, broad-based and 
comprehensive political settlement which would lead 
to lasting peace and stability in Afghanistan.
Pakistan’s constructive role and facilitation of the Af-
ghan peace process has been recognized by all sides 
and the international community. We strongly believe 
that there is no military solution to the Afghan conflict 
and that the only way forward is a negotiated political 
solution through an Afghan-led and Afghan-owned peace 
process. Pakistan, on its part, would continue to extend 
all possible support for the Afghan peace process.

Saudi envoy lauds Pakistan’s 
anti-COVID-19 measures

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador 
of Saudi Arabia to Pakistan 
Nawaf Bin Saeed Al-Maliki 
Wednesday appreciated the 

measures taken by Pakistan 
to stem the spread of deadly 
coronavirus (COVID-19) in 
the country.
The envoy, who called on 
Minister for Aviation Ghu-
lam Sarwar Khan here, also 

assured to restore the Um-
rah flight operation as soon 
as the prevailing virus situa-
tion got normalized.
The two sides desired and 
prayed to overcome the 
looming threat of virus so 

that the religious obligation 
of Hajj could be performed 
in routine this year, a news 
release said.
The meeting also discussed 
ways and means to start 
flight operations from Pa-
kistan to Abha, the capital 
city of Saudi Arabia’s Aseer 
Province. The Aviation Min-
ister said weekly two flights 
would be operated on that 
route, which would help 
promote tourism activities 
and further strengthen the 
existing ties between the 
two countries.
The ambassador assured to 
take necessary measures in 
that regard. The two sides 
also held a detailed discus-
sion to further increase 
bilateral cooperation in the 
aviation sector. Ghulam Sar-
war Khan congratulated the 
envoy over the restoration 
of Saudi Arabia-Qatar ties 
and welcome the positive 
developments taking place 
in the Gulf states terming 
them ‘welcoming’ for re-
gional peace, prosperity 
and development.

QUETTA: Relatives of the slain colliers holding sit-in along with dead bodies in consecutive 
four days after dying at Western Bypass. – APP


