
Taxpayers’ 
money wasted 

for revenge
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Mus-
lim League-
N a w a z 
( P M L - N ) 
leader Sen-
ator Pervaiz 
Rashid has 

said that the tax money of poor 
Pakistanis has been sacrificed 
for political revenge, who will 
take account of it, If not today, 
then tomorrow it will be taken 
into account. Senator Pervaiz 
Rashid said this while address-
ing the Senate session. He 
said that due to the stupidity 
of former President Pervez 
Musharraf and baseless alle-
gations of Imran Khan, Pak 
had to pay a fine of Rs7b to 
the British company.

Pak, Turkey and Azerbaijan 
to hold trilateral meeting

Abid Raza / DNA

ISLAMABAD: ISLAMABAD: The 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs said Tues-
day that Pakistan, Turkey, and Azer-
baijan’s foreign ministers are set to 
hold the second trilateral meeting on 
13 January in Islamabad.
Per the statement issued, the first 
round of the trilateral meeting was 
held in Baku in November 2017. For 

the upcoming meeting, the three 
sides will exchange views on several 
pressing matters and how to achieve 
development targets.
The three countries are set to dis-
cuss “global and regional issues, in-
cluding new and emerging threats 
to regional peace and security, ad-
dress challenges faced by the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, environment, and 
climate change and to achieve eco-
nomic development targets.”

The foreign ministers would also 
explore possibilities of deepening 
trilateral cooperation in all areas of 
common interest, including peace 
and security, trade and investment, 
science and technology, education, 
and cultural cooperation.
It is pertinent to mention here that 
Pakistan, Azerbaijan, and Turkey en-
joy close fraternal relations based on 
common faith, values, culture, and 
history — deeply embedded in mutu-
al trust and understanding.
Meanwhile, Azerbaijan FM Jeyhun 
Bayramov will arrive in Islamabad 
for a two-day visit on Jan 13, accord-
ing to Foreign Office spokesperson 
Zahid Hafeez Chaudhri.
The visit holds importance as it is the 
first since 2010 by an Azeri foreign 
minister. Bayramov is set to meet 
Prime Minister Imran Khan and Presi-
dent Arif Alvi during his visit.
Moreover, Turkish FM Mevlut Cavu-
soglu due to pay a visit to Pakistan 
today, according to the Foreign Office. 
The visit of the Turkish official to Pa-
kistan will help deepen bilateral ties 
and enhance cooperation in multiple 
areas, the Foreign Office added.

ISLAMABAD: Ustad Karim Khalili, Leader of Hezb-e-Wahdat-e-Islami, 
Afghanistan calls on Prime Minister Imran Khan. – DNA

The 1st round of Trilateral Meeting was held in Baku in Nov 2017

FBI warns 
of armed 
protests 
on Jan 20

WASHINGTON: An inter-
nal FBI News Bulletin has 
revealed that armed pro-
tests are being planned at 
all 50 state capitols and 
at the US Capitol which is 
expected to start this week 
and run through at least In-
auguration Day.
According to a news report 
published in ABC News, the 
FBI has also received infor-
mation in recent days on a 
group calling for “storming” 
state, local, and federal gov-
ernment courthouses and 
administrative buildings in 
the event President Donald 
Trump is removed from office 
prior to Inauguration Day. 
Regardless of whether the 
state-certified electoral 
votes for Biden or Trump, 
the group is chalking out 
plans to “storm” govern-
ment offices in every state 
the day President-elect Joe 
Biden will be inaugurated.
“The FBI received infor-
mation about an identified 
armed group intending to 
travel to Washington, DC on 
16 January,” the bulletin read. 
“They have warned that if 
Congress attempts to remove 
POTUS via the 25th Amend-
ment, a huge uprising will oc-
cur.” Keeping all guards alert, 
federal law enforcement 
officials have advised police 
agencies to increase their se-
curity posture at statehouses 
around the country. – APP

Pakistan 
exports to 
Indonesia 

surged 
by 151 %

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Adviser to 
Prime Minister on Com-
merce and Investment 
Abdul Razak Dawood has 
said  exports to the USA 
surged by 27.2%, the UK 
47%, Germany 37.6%, 
Netherlands 37.5%, and to 
Indonesia by 151.6%.
He said this during his lat-
est interview.
The PM adviser said the 
massive increase to Indone-
sia is the result of a decision 
taken by the Indonesian 
government, which unilater-
ally facilitated Pakistan and 
extended reduction in duty 
on 20 items. “Indonesia has 
been fair to Pakistan.”
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FM assures 
support for 

Afghan peace
Naveed Miraj / DNA

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi has reaffirmed Pakistan 
s commitment to continue its efforts for 
peace and stability in Afghanistan. He was 
talking to an Afghan delegation led by Chair-
man of Hizb-e-Wahdat-e-Islami Muhammad 
Karim Khalili in Islamabad on Tuesday.
The Foreign Minister expressed satisfac-
tion over the progress in intra Afghan dia-
logue saying it provides a unique opportu-
nity to the Afghan leadership which must 
be seized for peace in Afghanistan.
Shah Mahmood Qureshi regretted that In-
dia is acting as a spoiler in Afghanistan and 
we have presented irrefutable evidence in 
this regard before the world community.
Referring to historic relations, the For-
eign Minister said we are taking con-
crete steps for promotion of bilateral 
relations between the two countries. 

Continued on Page 06

Anti-govt 
movement 
to continue

DNA
QUETTA: Pakistan Demo-

cratic Move-
ment (PDM) 
chief Maula-
na Fazlur 
Rehman has 
said that de-

spite difficulties, our strug-
gle to remove the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) gov-
ernment will continue. 
Talking to media in Quetta, 
Maulana Fazlur Rehman 
said that although claims 
were made that terror-
ism has been eradicated, 
the country is still facing 
terrorist incidents, such 
as the killings in Machh. 
“Why was it claimed that 
terrorism has ended when 
target killings are occuring 
on a daily basis”, he asked. 
Talking about his move-
ment, Fazlur Rehman said 
that we are gaining traction 
throughout the country.

Govt taking 
decisions 
to procure 

vaccine
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister 
for Planning 
and Devel-
o p m e n t 
Asad Umar 
has said 
the govern-

ment is promptly taking 
decisions to procure the 
Anti Covid vaccine. Brief-
ing the media persons in 
Islamabad on Tuesday, he 
said talks are being held 
with a Chinese company 
for the procurement of the 
vaccine. The Minister said 
initially the vaccine will be 
administered to the health-
care staff which will be fol-
lowed by other people.

Briefs Pak earnestly 
wants peace 

in Afghanistan

Ansar Bhatti / DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ustad Karim Khalili, Leader 
of the Hezb-e-Wahdat-e-Islami Afghanistan, 
called on Prime Minster Imran Khan on 
Tuesday.  The exchange of views covered 
progress in the Afghan peace process and 
bilateral relations between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan.  The Prime Minister conveyed 
Pakistan’s commitment to strengthen the 
bilateral relationship with Afghanistan, in-
cluding trade and economic ties and peo-
ple-to-people linkages.  The Prime Minister 
underscored his longstanding position that 
there was no military solution to the con-
flict in Afghanistan and that a negotiated po-
litical settlement was the only way forward.
Noting that the Afghan people had suffered 
gravely due to prolonged conflict in the 
country, the Prime Minister stressed that 
after the Afghan people, Pakistan was most 
desirous of peace and stability in Afghani-
stan.  Reiterating Pakistan’s consistent 
support to the Afghan peace process, the 
Prime Minister underscored that the In-
tra-Afghan Negotiations process must be 
pursued with perseverance and patience 
for an inclusive and broad-based solution.  

Continued on Page 06

Prime Minister conveys Pakistan’s 
commitment to strengthen the 

bilateral relationship with Afghanistan
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Rana Farrukh / DNA

ISLAMABAD: The cabinet has de-
cided to reveal facts to expose in-
dividuals involved money launder-
ing and making fun of country’s 
institutions in light of the findings 
of UK Law firm Broadsheet.
Briefing media in Islamabad on 
Tuesday about decisions taken by 
the cabinet, the Minister for in-
formation and Broadcasting Syed 
Shibli Faraz said the cabinet has 
formed an inter-ministerial com-
mittee, which will reveal the indi-
viduals, mentioned in the Broad-
sheet scandal. He said former 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif and 
others influenced that inquiry to 
save their own skin and now the 

government under Prime Minister 
Imran Khan has decided to make 
those names public, after thorough 
scrutiny of the available material.
The Minister said the cabinet also 
approved a bill to enhance powers 
of the auditor general of Pakistan 
to ensure transparency. He said 
automation and digitization are 
being introduced in the working 
of the office of auditor general 
of Pakistan. He said issuance of 
cheques will be automated to pre-
vent any kind of delay and fraud.
Syed Shibli Faraz said the PTI 
government is vigorously working 
on institutional reforms and the 
cabinet decided to make these re-
forms public soon.
Talking about negative impact of 
the sale of smuggled petrol in Pa-

kistan, the Minister said a crack-
down has started against petrol 
pumps involved in selling sub-
standard smuggled petrol which 
poses hazards not only to the en-
vironment, but also adversely im-

pacts functionality of the vehicles.
He said the sale of smuggled pet-
rol is inflicting a loss of around 
180 billion rupees to the nation-
al exchequer. He said so far 192 
petrol pumps have been sealed for 
selling substandard smuggled oil. 
He said such petrol pumps have 
been directed to furnish record of 
their sale and purchase within one 
week. He said 2090 petrol pumps 
have been identified across Paki-
stan that are involved in selling 
smuggled petrol.
The Minister said Planning Minis-
ter Asad Umar raised the incident 
of the death of Osama Satti in police 
firing for which Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan expressed his strong dis-
pleasure and annoyance over open-
ing of fire by the police on a youth. 

He said the Joint Investigation 
Committee formed to investigate 
killing of Osama Satti has presented 
its report to the interior secretary, 
but the Prime Minister expressed 
the resolve that new probe would be 
arranged if family members of the 
deceased youth is not satisfied with 
JIT’s findings. He said an inquiry 
will be organized to the satisfaction 
of Osama Satti’s family to take the 
culprits to the task.
Syed Shibli Faraz said the Prime 
Minister also instructed to formu-
late a policy in fifteen days to ad-
dress shortage of wheat and other 
food items in the country. The 
Cabinet also approved deployment 
of Rangers in the constituencies 
of Sindh to maintain law and order 
during the by-polls. 

Committee to probe Broadsheet scandal: Shibli 
Syed Shibli Faraz said the PTI government is vigorously working on institutional 

reforms and the cabinet decided to make these reforms public soon

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Interior, Sheikh Rasheed Ahmad 
presenting a souvenir to Ambassador of Japan, Kuninori Matsuda. – DNA

Peace in Afghanistan means 
peace in Pakistan: COAS

Mohammad Karim Khalili, Chairman 
Hizb-e-Wahadat Islami Afghanistan called 

on COAS General Qamar Javed Bajwa

Naveed Miraj

ISLAMABAD: Mohammad 
Karim Khalili, Chairman 
Hizb-e-Wahadat Islami Afghan-
istan & former Chairman 
Afghan High Peace Council 
called on General Qamar 

Javed Bajwa, Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS) at GHQ. Mat-
ters of mutual interest, peace 
and stability in the region, 
connectivity and current de-
velopments in Afghan Peace 
Process were discussed dur-
ing the meeting. COAS said 
that “Peace in Afghanistan 

means Peace in Pakistan”, a 
stable and prosperous Afghan-
istan at peace with itself and 
its neighbours is in Pakistan’s 
national interest. The Visiting 
dignitary appreciated the pos-
itive role played by Pakistan 
and the COAS vision on future 
of Pak-Afghan relations.

Senior Indian 
diplomat summoned

Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: A senior Indi-
an diplomat was summoned 
to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs today to register 
Pakistan’s strong protest 
over ceasefire violations by 
the Indian occupation Forc-
es along the Line of Con-
trol (LoC) on 11th January 
2021, resulting in serious 
injuries to a 10 year old boy.
Due to indiscriminate and 

unprovoked firing by the 
Indian occupation forces in 
Nezapir Sectors of the LoC 
on 11th January 2021, 10 
year old Muhammad Zaheer 
s/o Muhammad Rafique, 
residents of Mohri village, 
sustained serious injuries.
The Indian occupation forc-
es along the LoC and the 
WB have been continuously 
targeting civilian populat-
ed areas with artillery fire, 
heavy-caliber mortars and 
automatic weapons. 
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Briefs
IESCO to 

hold online 
katchery 

today
DNA

ISLAMABAD: IESCO 
Spokesman said that our 
maximum efforts are to pro-
vide best and speedy servic-
es to our valued customers. 
Continuing the same line, 
online Katcharies are being 
conducted regularly and 
successfully. General Man-
ager (operations) IESCO 
will hold online katchary on 
Wednesday dated 13th Jan-
uary 2021 at 11:00 AM to 
12: 00 Noon on Telephone 
Number 051-9253105. 
IESCO requested valued 
customers to participate in 
open katchary for immediate 
solution of their complaints 
and for submission of their 
valuable suggestions.

PNCA to 
hold second 
episode of 

“Seen Studio” 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Na-
tional Council of the Arts 
(PNCA) will hold second 
episode of musical series 
titled “Seen Studio” on Jan-
uary 16. In second episode 
PNCA will feature one of 
the leading singer Bano 
Rehmat who will remix old 
songs with modern tunes.
The series named “Sur 
Surgam Sangeet” aimed  to 
medley old song into mod-
ern tunes like all kinds of 
musical genres like pop, 
classical, folk and fusion.
This opportunity would 
provide a platform to new 
singers to show and discover 
their hidden talent in appro-
priate way. Different record-
ing sessions would be held 
with limited audience,an offi-
cial said on Tuesday. He said 
that the trend of remixing 
old classics is a way of keep-
ing the songs relevant and 
remixing them in a way to 
make them popular for the 
youth who have not heard 
them before. He said that 
this musical sequel will pro-
vide a recreational platform 
to the audience. – APP

Authorities 
urged to ease 
traffic flow

RAWALPINDI: Traffic con-
gestion is a severe problem 
creating difficulties for the 
citizens  particularly in con-
gested areas of the town as 
the number of vehicles and 
motorcycles are increasing 
day by day in the city.
Long queues of vehicles 
can be seen on different 
city roads including Mur-
ree Road, Raja Bazaar, 
Jamia Masjid Road, Saidpur 
Road, Rehmanad, Sadiqa-
bad, Tench Bhatta, Chungi 
Number 22, Car Chowk to 
Scheme-III road especially 
during rush hours.
Citizens have urged the au-
thorities concerned to take 
solid steps to solve the prob-
lem of traffic jams and asked 
for  increasing fine amount 
on the traffic rules violators. 
They called on the authori-
ties concerned to outline a 
plan for permanent solution 
of  frequent traffic jams on 
roads, including road from 
Center Hospital to Marrir 
Chowk, Benazir Bhutto Road, 
Raja Bazar Road, Bank Road, 
Kutchery Chowk, Saidpur 
Road, Pirwadhai Road, Tench 
Bhatta Road, Chungi Road 
and Murree Road. – APP

IRSA releases 
44,500 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD: IRSA on Tues-
day released 44,500 cusecs 
water from various rim sta-
tions with inflow of 51,500 
cusecs. According to the data 
released by IRSA, water level 
in the Indus River at Tarbela 
Dam was 1470.73 feet, which 
was 78.73 feet higher than 
its dead level 1386 feet.  Wa-
ter inflow and outflow in the 
dam was recorded as 16,900 
cusecs each.  The water lev-
el in the Jhelum River at 
Mangla Dam was 1168.30 
feet, which was 128.30 feet 
higher than its dead level 
of 1040 feet whereas the 
inflow and outflow of wa-
ter was recorded as 12,800 
cusecs and 5,800 cusecs 
respectively.  The release of 
water at Kalabagh, Taunsa 
and Sukkur was recorded 
as 32,600, 15,400 and 6,000 
cusecs respectively. – APP

ISLAMABAD: Sardar Yasir Ilyas, President ICCI exchanging views with Xie Guoxiang, Minister Counsellor (Economic and Commercial) 
Embassy of China on further improving bilateral economic ties. – DNA

Chinese companies asked 
to invest in Pakistan

Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan said that Pakistan and China enjoyed strategic friendship 
which could be further strengthened by developing strong trade and 

economic relations between the two countries
Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Sardar Yasir Ilyas 
Khan, President leading a dele-
gation of Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry (ICCI) vis-
ited the Embassy of the People’s 
Republic of China in Islamabad and 
held a meeting with XieGuoxiang, 
Minister Counsellor (Economic 
and Commercial) to discuss possi-
bilities of further improving bilat-
eral trade and investment relations 
between Pakistan and China. 
Fatma Azim Senior Vice President 
and Abdul Rehman Khan Vice 
President ICCI were in the delega-
tion. She Hua Shiang, Gong Dahui 
and others were also present at 
the occasion.
Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan said that 
Pakistan and China enjoyed stra-

tegic friendship which could be 
further strengthened by develop-
ing strong trade and economic re-
lations between the two countries. 
He said that Pakistan was a grow-
ing market for business activities 
and it was the right time for Chi-
nese companies to transfer tech-
nology to Pakistan and set up JVs 
and industrial units in our country. 
This way, Chinese investors could 
export their products to many 
markets of the world including 
South Asia, Middle East, Europe 
and Africa.  He said that China was 
the world’s second largest econo-
my with annual trade of trillions of 
dollars, but Pakistan’s exports to 
China were around $2 billion. 
He said that Pakistan’s exports to 
China could increase to $23 billion 
only if China provided one percent 
share in its supply chain through 

importing raw materials and inter-
mediate goods from Pakistan.
Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan said that 
Pakistan’s automobile, IT & tel-
ecom, industry, agriculture and 
construction sectors possessed 
tremendous potential for Chinese 
investors. 
He said that Special Economic 
Zones (SEZs) of Pakistan offered 
tax holiday for many years, zero 
duty on import of machinery and 
plants and 4-year payment plan to 
investors, therefore, he stressed 
that Chinese investors should ex-
plore JVs and investment in these 
SEZs to earn lucrative returns. 
He said that China was quite ad-
vanced in the agriculture sector 
and it should help Pakistan in 
improving its per acre yield by 
sharing its agro machinery and 
technology with our country. 

He said that the Embassy should 
streamline its visa policy for Paki-
stani business community so that 
they could easily visit China to ex-
plore business collaborations with 
Chinese counterparts. He said 
that ICCI was working with the 
government for One Window facil-
ity for investors and assured that 
ICCI would fully facilitate Chinese 
investors in connecting them with 
right partners in Pakistan. 
Speaking at the occasion, 
XieGuoxiang, Minister Counsel-
lor (Economic and Commercial), 
Embassy of the People’s Repub-
lic of China said that 2nd phase 
of CPEC has started cooperation 
in industrial and agriculture sec-
tors, health and digital technology 
between China and Pakistan that 
would boost its economy. He em-
phasized that Pakistan should fo-

cus on improving its infrastructure 
that would attract more Chinese 
investors to Pakistani market. 
He informed that the Depart-
ment of Commerce of Xinjiang 
Uygur Autonomous Region of 
China intended to hold an online 
conference on January 22, 2021 
to promote trade cooperation 
between China and Pakistan that 
would focus on garment and tex-
tile industry, textile machinery & 
equipment, agricultural products 
and urged that Pakistani business 
community should attend it to ex-
plore business collaboration with 
Chinese counterparts. 
Both sides also discussed signing 
of an MoU of cooperation be-
tween ICCI and Chinese Capital 
Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try to promote business linkages 
between the two countries.

NHMP 
reunites 3 
boys with 

their families
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The National 
Highways Motorway Police 
(NHMP) have reunited three 
boys with their respective 
families out of which two  
were run away boys and one 
was five-year old child. Ac-
cording to details, patrol of-
ficers found a child, five to six 
years old, alone near Pesha-
war Toll Plaza, who looked 
distraught. When asked, the 
child, whose name was Re-
han, could not provide any 
information about his family 
members. The Motorway 
Police contacted various po-
lice stations in Peshawar and 
successfully traced the fam-
ily of the child and handed 
him over to them.
In another incident, a man 
named Marjan informed the 
Motorway Police at Pesha-
war Toll Plaza that his neph-
ew Masood,13, son of Ismail 
and his friend Sajid,14, son 
of Shahzada Omar have 
been missing from home af-
ternoon. The search for the 
children started eventually, 
the two children were recov-
ered from a bus and handed 
over to their families who 
thanked the National High-
ways Motorway Police.

Out of order 
ATMs irk 
residents

RAWALPINDI: Despite clear 
directives of State Bank of 
Pakistan (SBP) to ensure 
uninterrupted working of 
automated teller machines 
(ATMs), majority of the 
ATMs of National Bank of 
Pakistan were found closed 
or out of order on Tuesday in 
various parts of the city.
A number of clients were 
seen visiting one ATM to 
other in desperate search for 
a working machine to with-
draw cash as they had come 
to the markets along with 
their families for shopping. 
Branches of almost all public 
sector bank at Bank Road, 
Main Saddar branch, Com-
mittee chowk,Banni chowk 
and Bara market frustrated 
their consumers as they re-
turned empty handed after 
seeing the message of regret 
displayed on ATM screens.
“ATMs are considered to be 
a big relief for consumers in 
need of hard cash but they 
have in fact become a pain 
in the neck, particularly af-
ter the salary ,” said Yousaf 
Khan, a government em-
ployee. Khan, who visited 
various ATM’s  in search of 
urgently needed cash, said 
he tried his luck at several 
ATM machines in the city 
but to his utter dismay, 
failed to draw cash. Raja 
Usman , another bank cli-
ent, said people especially 
salaried class is among the 
worst sufferers of frequent 
closure of ATM’s. – APP

COVID-19 
affects 

insurance 
sector: SECP

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Security 
and Exchange Commission 
of Pakistan (SECP) has said 
that the lockdown situation 
and economic disruptions 
during the COVID-19 affect-
ed the insurance sector in-
discriminately.
According to the annual re-
port issued by SECP, the 
SECP taking cognizance of 
its responsibility, has facili-
tated the insurance industry 
to prepare for corona virus 
impact by providing relaxa-
tion and relief in regulatory 
reporting and statutory filing 
requirements under applica-
ble regulatory framework.
The SECP also advised the 
insurance industry to pre-
pare comprehensive plan 
envisaging how it will man-
age the effects of the coro-
navirus outbreak and assess 
disruptions and other risks 
to its services and opera-
tions, report said. Specific 
measures were also taken 
to provide necessary relief 
to the policyholders.
Taking into account the 
anticipated low claim ratio 
in motor insurance busi-
ness due to lockdown, the 
SECP through Circular has 
encouraged insurance com-
panies to take steps to facili-
tate and pass on the benefit 
of low claim ratio to motor 
insurance policyholders by 
granting one month free of 
cost extension in insurance 
coverage to all motor insur-
ance policyholders.

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Agricultural Re-
search Council and University of Agriculture, 
D.I. Khan has signed Memorandum of Under-
standing for mutual scientific and technical 
to strengthen the scientific infrastructure. 
The signing ceremony was held at PARC 
HQs, Islamabad in which the representatives 
of both the organizations signed the agree-
ment on behalf of their respective sides. For 
the purpose, a delegation from University of 
Agriculture, D.I. Khan headed by Prof. Dr. 
Masroor Ellahi Babar, Vice Chancellor visit-
ed PARC HQs. Dr. Muhammad Azeem Khan, 
Chairman PARC and other high officials from 
PARC welcomed the delegation.
Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Azeem Khan, 
Chairman PARC shared that the agreement 
is aiming to device a program of scientific, 
technical and academic collaboration for 

exchange of ideas, skills and techniques on 
problems of national interests. The other 
objective of the MoU is to collaborate with 
the University is to exchange and training 
of faculty, student’s supervision and techni-
cal personnel with no cost for research and 

academic development.
Under the agreement, internees of UAD may 
be facilitated at PARC’s laboratories for their 
internship as well as UAD is to facilitate PARC 
scientists in research activities at D.I. Khan. 
Moreover, scientists of PARC, after adopting 

due protocols would be engaged as co-supervi-
sors for University students in order to create 
qualified scientists. PARC and UAD will also 
hold joint conferences, seminars and work-
shops at national level to create awareness 
regarding importance using of modern tech-
nology to increase per acre yield in agriculture 
production of the country.
Prof. Dr. Masroor Ellahi Babar, Vice Chan-
cellor, University of Agriculture, D.I. Khan 
appreciated PARC efforts in agriculture 
sector and also thanked Dr. Azeem Khan, 
Chairman PARC who kindly consented to 
get MoU signed. He also appreciated the 
efforts of PARC for development of agricul-
ture sector in the Country. 
On the occasion, Vice Chancellor also add-
ed that this agreement would strengthen 
the goal of the University of providing an 
enabling environment to all students to ful-
fill the demand of need based and market 
driven qualified scientists in the country.

PARC signs MoU with Agri Varsity DI Khan
Under the agreement, internees of UAD may be facilitated at PARC’s laboratories for their internship 

as well as UAD is to facilitate PARC scientists in research activities at D.I. Khan

Over 54 allottees get 
possession letters  

in G-14 sector
ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Housing and Works 
(MoHW) has so far given final possession letters to over 54 
allottees in Sector G-14/1, 2 and 3 for construction of hous-
es. Around eight allottees have applied for issuance of NOC 
for approval of building plans in the G-14, an official in the 
Ministry of Housing and Works told APP. Out of eight, only 
four allottees have started construction of houses on their 
plots in Sector G-14/3 till date, the official said. To a ques-
tion, he said it was a fact that federal cabinet in its meeting 
held on March 1995 imposed ban on the construction of 
new government accommodations for federal government 
employees and granted them rental ceiling with salaries. 
However, he said the cabinet decision was partially imple-
mented to the extent that no new construction of govern-
ment accommodations was being made after the decision.
The official said that however, rental ceiling could not be 
granted with salaries of federal government employees due 
to involvement of heavy additional burden on government 
exchequer. He said that there was no such proposal under 
consideration in the Ministry of Housing and Works to pay 
rental ceiling to federal government employees. – APP

ISLAMABAD: Federal minister for information and broadcasting, Senator Shibli Faraz 
offering fateha at grave of his father, renowned poet, Ahmad Faraz. – DNA

Raja Pervaiz

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Information and Broadcast-
ing Senator Shibli Faraz has 
said on Tuesday renowned 
Urdu poet Ahmad Faraz was 
an asset of the nation and 
the love and affection he re-
ceived from the people had 
no parallel in the country’s 
literary history.
He was talking to the media 
persons at H-8/1 graveyard 
on the occasion of 90th 
birth anniversary of his fa-

ther Ahmad Faraz where he 
had come to offer Fateha. 
He said that Faraz had a dis-
tinct style and he advocated 
the cause of oppressed peo-
ple of the society.
Shibli Faraz said that the 
late poet had great expecta-
tions from the new genera-
tion and there was need to 
publicize his message which 
could prove helpful in mov-
ing forward. 
Saying that work of great 
poets and literary figures 
such as Ahmad Faraz was a 
source of guidance for the 

nation which  should cele-
brate the anniversaries of 
great literary figures to ac-
quaint the new generation 
about their achievements.
The 90th birth anniversary 
of renowned and progres-
sive poet Ahmed Faraz was 
observed on Tuesday. He 
was considered as one of the 
greatest modern Urdu poets 
of his time. He was born on 
January 12, 1931 in Kohat. 
His real name was Syed 
Ahmed Shah. Faraz was his 
pseudonym ‘takhallus’. He 
moved to Peshawar with his 

family, where he studied in 
famous Edwardes College 
and also received Masters 
in Urdu and Persian from 
Peshawar University.
The progressive poets Faiz 
Ahmad Faiz and Ali Sardar 
Jafri were his friends during 
college days and were his 
role models. Faraz, who has 
been compared often with 
Faiz Ahmad Faiz, holds a 
unique position as one of 
the best poets of present 
era, with a fine but simple 
style of writing easily under-
stood by common people.

Ahmed Faraz asset of the nation: Shibli FDE issues guidelines 
for schools reopening 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Directorate of Education has issued 
special guidelines for the public sector schools, colleges of 
Islamabad Capital Territory to operate in ways to counteract 
COVID-19 spread. According to a notification issued by the FDE 
on Tuesday, it was stated that Saturday shall remain working 
day during this academic session for all educational institutions.
In the notification, every Head of the institution has been 
asked to reach the institution half an hour before the tim-
ings.  The total number of periods per day will be 07, while 
every Head of the institution shall use the given template  
to design indigenous timetables, it added.  The  Institu-
tion has been directed to ensure density management by 
calling students in groups as earlier during the schools 
closure in first phase of COVID-19. – DNA
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An unwelcome milestone Protecting data

W ITH 2900 new COVID-19 cases reported in the 
last twenty-four hours, Pakistan has crossed the 
0.5 million mark. Sadly enough, people are still 

showing a very lax attitude to the pandemic. Perhaps, our 
acceptance of the virus has led us to ignore the govern-
ment’s instructions. However, given the new, more po-
tent strains of the infection that have reached Pakistan, 
we must stop violating the safety protocols. Otherwise, 
the already worsening public health situation can prove 
to be disastrous on public life. Even though the pandem-
ic is highly contagious, the government hopes that it will 
soon control the widespread infection. The state’s opti-
mism comes after the international coalition Covax has 
pledged to provide 50 million free doses of the COVID-19 
vaccine to Pakistan. The government is also holding bilat-
eral agreements to get the vaccine at the earliest. But such 
assurance can prove fatal; it can make the government in-
attentive in enforcing the precautionary measures, espe-
cially when the second wave is hitting us harder.
The authorities must not forget that affluent nations 
have already purchased the doses in massive quanti-
ties. This could result in an acute shortage of vaccines 
globally. As a result, Pakistan may face challenges in 
procuring the vaccine on time. The government must 
ensure that it stays one step ahead to procure without 
unnecessary delays and difficulties. Health authorities 
must also give attention to the building of the storage fa-
cilities. We cannot let precious and expensive vaccines 
go to waste because of lack of storage capabilities. Most 
of the major vaccine companies have specified handling 
times and the temperature needed in cold storage to 
keep the medicine effective. It is better to be prepared 
now; with a population of over 200 million, we will need 
every single drop to head towards normalcy.

O WING to their new partnership with Facebook, 
WhatsApp has amended its privacy policy, spark-
ing debate in regards to data protection all across 

the world. Pakistan’s Minister for Science and Technology, 
Chaudhry Fawad Hussain, responded to public concerns 
about data protection by highlighting the government’s initi-
ative to introduce strong data protection laws—it is the need 
of the hour. According to the new terms and conditions, us-
ers are required to share personal data including location, IP 
addresses, device and mobile network information and other 
data with Facebook. Any refusal to comply entails that they 
would have to quit using WhatsApp. What can be noted here 
is a systematic increase in the amount of power and control 
amassed by social media companies. With increased influ-
ence, it becomes harder to go against the grain and refuse 
access to personal information since such platforms have 
become a vital part of ways of life and business. As such, 
refusing to share personal data comes at the expense of the 
individual, who is left alienated in society.
In such circumstances, the role of the government is key. 
They have the ability to act as authorities that can actively 
work towards user protection. Privacy can be safeguarded 
through employing security plans, enacting disposal laws and 
establishing a body that overlooks operations and ensures 
accountability in procedures. Through such avenues, official 
bodies can either eliminate or destroy user data in a man-
ner that renders the information unreadable. Furthermore, 
specific regulations could be proposed according to which a 
limitation can be imposed on the kind of data shared—leaving 
sensitive material for the eyes of the user only. What can be 
denied is the fact that the status quo does not take into ac-
count the sanctity of privacy and that the government needs 
to counter this development through some kind of action. 
While PTA still may be unsure of the appropriate way to re-
spond, it is clear that proactive action is needed immediately.

T HE United Nations was found-
ed in 1945 with a manifest 
mission to maintain interna-

tional peace and security by uphold-
ing international law, safeguarding 
fundamental human rights, ensuring 
territorial integrity and protecting 
sovereignty of its 193 member states, 
located in all continents of the world. 
In this regard, Charter of the United 
Nations clearly spells out its mandate 
to investigate and mediate territori-
al disputes between different coun-
tries. The Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights (UDHR), adopted by 
the United Nations General Assem-
bly in December 1948, also commits 
its member states to recognize fun-
damental human rights, public and 
political freedoms including freedom 
of thought and opinion of its citizens.
In January 1948, United Nations Se-
curity Council adopted Resolution 
39 (1948), establishing the United 
Nations Commission for India and 
Parisian (UNCIP) to investigate and 
mediate on the Kashmir dispute. The 
UNCIP adopted a resolution on Jan-
uary 5, 1949 to decide the accession 
of Illegally Indian Occupied Jammu 
& Kashmir (IIOJ&K) to India or Pa-
kistan through the democratic meth-
od of free and impartial plebiscite 
under a UN-appointed Plebiscite Ad-

ministrator. The January 5 is, there-
fore, commemorated each year as 
the Right to Self-Determination Day 
for the people of Illegally Indian Oc-
cupied Jammu & Kashmir (IIOJ&K).
But it is heart-rending to see Kash-
miris being deprived of this funda-
mental human right, enshrined in 
the Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights (UDHR) and promised 
by UNCIP’s Resolution of 05 Janu-
ary 1949.  India has wilfully, rather 
forcefully, denied the grant of this 
right to self-determination to people 
in Illegally Indian Occupied Jammu 
& Kashmir (IIOJ&K) in order to 
cement its rule in the valley. It has 
not only tried its utmost to suppress 
their lawful desire to exercise rights 
to self-determination, but has also in-
troduced various draconian laws to 
alter demography of the area. The 
IIOJ&K Disturbed Area Act, Armed 
Forces Special Powers Act, and Pub-
lic Safety Act have served as brutal 
tools for arresting any individual ar-
bitrarily for indefinite period of time. 
They have even afforded them the 
reason for extra judicial killings of 
the innocent Kashmiris, vying for 
their just right of self-determination. 
The most ruthless and blatant of all 
moves in this regard is India’s con-
stitutional subversion of 05th August 

2019, whereby it annexed IIOJ&K 
as one of its Union Territories by re-
voking Article 370 of its Constitution 
that gave IIOJ&K special status of a 
disputed area.
India even paved way for the chang-
ing demographic composition of 
the area at a massive scale by an-
nulling Article 35-A of its constitu-
tion to allow non-Kashmiris to own 
property in IIOJ&K.
The January 5, the Day of Self De-
termination for people of IIOJ&K, 
reminds the United Nations and 
the world community of their long 
outstanding commitment made 
to the innocent people of IIOJ&K 
more than seven decades ago. It is 
the high time that they must play 
a decisive role in putting an end 
to the trepidation and miseries of 
Kashmiri people in IIOJ&K. 
Pakistan implores the world leaders 
to exert their influence on India to 
bow before collective conscience of 
the world community in rejecting 
Indian state’s inhumane acts of vio-
lence to suppress Kashmiri people’s 
due right of self-determination.
Business and economic consider-
ations aside, the world must give 
priority to stop massive violations 
of fundamental human rights by the 
state of India in IIOJ&K.

T HE appeasement of a frothing maniac who 
encouraged, welcomed and cheered on a 
rampaging and deadly insurrection against 

the United States constitution and still, incredibly, 
remains the sitting president of the US must end 
– unequivocally. Enlightened Americans see the abid-
ing menace that confronts them and are determined 
to take immediate and tangible action to ensure that 
the existential threat that Donald Trump continues to 
pose to America’s frayed republic must finally and em-
phatically be addressed today and tomorrow.
Hesitancy in this urgent moment would be a grave, 
perhaps even fatal, mistake and establish a wholly irre-
sponsible precedent that would offer unfettered license 
to the next “populist” charlatan to finish the fascist fire 
this one has stoked, unrestrained, for more than four 
years. Trump must finally be fitted permanently with a 
legal and ethical straightjacket to help ensure he can no 
longer inflict damage on the already grievously wound-
ed American body politic and psyche. This should, of 
course, have happened long ago. A legion of prudent, 
astute Americans understood the true, sinister nature 
of this singularly dangerous grifter-turned-commander-
in-chief. Their considered, prescient warnings were not 
heeded then. They must be now.
We were assured that the venomous Trump virus 
would be contained and managed by the “guardrails” 
inherent to America’s constitutional republic. We were 
also assured that he was encircled by “grown-ups” who 
would gingerly, but persuasively, temper his egregious, 
destructive impulses. They were lies then, as they are 
now. Trump and his equally subversive toadies – inside 
and outside the White House – must be held to real 
and decisive account. Trump’s resignation is neces-
sary. Failing that, his impeachment is necessary. In-
dictments are necessary. And the criminally belated 
exile of Trump from ubiquitous social media platforms, 
including Twitter, is surely necessary too.
These are the irrefutable facts and anyone who ar-
gues otherwise is guilty of the same willful blindness 
and negligence that Trump and his enablers exploited 
with alacrity to foment and orchestrate the mad insur-
rection on Capitol Hill. Critics of Trump’s expulsion 
from Twitter must not be permitted to evade this sor-
did history, nor must they be permitted to suggest – 
unchallenged – that his banning will only inflame his 

fanatical followers and fuel their incoherent fury and 
defining sense of grievance.
Trump is the eager, unrepentant architect of that fes-
tering fanaticism and rage. Twitter was the conven-
ient and agreeable vehicle – given it does not require 
any knowledge or literacy – for an imbecilic president 
to sow, with grinding, debilitating frequency, his man-
ifest cruelty, misogyny, bigotry, hatred and discord. 
That Trump has been denied the ready tool he has 
employed – for far too long – to intimidate, defame 
and traumatise Americans, and, for that matter, the 
world, is good, proper and appropriate given Twit-
ter’s terms of reference and conditions governing 
the conduct of users which, in particular, prohibit the 
incitement of violence. We should not, however, con-
gratulate the smug billionaire proprietors of Twitter 
and other social media outlets for doing, at this dire 
eleventh hour, the intelligent thing.
Their reluctant conversions, I suspect, were, in large 
measure, the product of a self-serving calculus. They 
know momentum is building for a new Congress to 
amend legislation designed to hold their businesses li-
able for the malice and slander they have blithely traf-
ficked in for decades to pad their flush bank accounts.
In journalism parlance, Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey and 
suddenly rattled company are quickly manoeuvring to 
“get ahead of the story”. Their “act of good faith” has 
arrived much too late. Still, in the raw residue of last 
week’s ransacking of the Capitol and the threat to life 
and liberty the insurrectionists posed to members of 
Congress discharging their constitutional duties, the 
imperative for swift sanctions against a seditious pres-
ident who inspired the thugs had to be heeded.
My goodness. Viewed through that halting, disturbing 
prism, the silly, manufactured bruhaha of removing 
the accelerant-in-chief from Twitter should be the 
least of America’s worries. It cannot afford to repeat 
its disastrous attraction to the trivial at the expense 
of meeting the serious peril it faces. While establish-
ment politicians and media trained their glare on 
Hillary Clinton’s emails during the 2016 presidential 
campaign, alarms blared about Trump’s unfitness.
The seat of US democracy was attacked by crazed, 
marauding insurgents who looted, as well. Five peo-
ple died. A woman was shot in the Capitol. A police 
officer defending the Capitol and, by extension, the 

constitution, was reportedly bludgeoned to death 
with a fire extinguisher.
So, I have a simple, blunt message to pundits preoc-
cupied with or fretting over the fact that Trump can 
no longer avail himself of 280 characters to share his 
lunatic, incendiary musings with his malleable army 
of online “followers”: Find some bloody perspective.
Your misguided censure of Trump’s banishment from 
Twitter deflects necessary attention and energy away 
from where America’s attention and energy should be 
fixed with laser-like acuity – on a president who swore 
an oath to “support and defend the constitution of the 
United States against all enemies, foreign and domes-
tic”. Instead, Trump repudiated that solemn under-
taking by repeatedly exhorting and offering not-so-
veiled rhetorical approval on Twitter and elsewhere 
to stage a coup d’état. He was the fifth column he 
pledged to defend against. Considered in this aston-
ishing context, Trump’s ex-communication from Twit-
ter is a reasonable, responsible injunction against a 
demonstrably unreasonable, irresponsible president 
who takes obvious glee and sick satisfaction in injur-
ing his opponents and the country he claims to serve.
While Trump’s favourite virtual bullhorn has been wrest-
ed from him, he will, no doubt, take some solace in the 
fact that a host of sympathetic broadcast media, includ-
ing the ever-supplicant Fox News and other nascent 
far-right propaganda networks, will gladly platform his 
diseased dictates. In time, he may even try to fashion 
a Trump-approved variant of Twitter that will, given his 
lousy business acumen, inevitably declare bankruptcy. 
Despite the hysterical cries of “censorship”, Trump’s 
foul mouth and mind will, sadly, not be “muzzled”. Happi-
ly, his lasting absence from Twitter will have the salutary 
effect of preventing this rabid narcissist from operating 
a shadow presidency with a daily drip of tweets crafted 
to undermine the critical work of a new president facing 
an imploding economy, countless unemployed and hun-
gry Americans, a wild, lethal virus and a fractured nation 
where the pursuit of common good and purpose are fad-
ed anachronisms. The silencing of Trump on Twitter is a 
healthy and desperately needed balm that, hopefully, will 
encourage sentient Americans to recover from a jaun-
diced president who has division and hate engrained in 
his hollow soul.

– Courtesy: Al Jazeera

India’s stubborn disregard for international order

The Trump Twitter ban debate is a dangerous distraction

Abdul Rashid Shakir

Andrew Mitrovica
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IHC extends 
interim 

bail of Asif 
Zardari

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
High Court (IHC) on Tues-
day extended interim bail 
of former president and 
co-chairman Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party (PPP) Asif Ali 
Zardari till January 28 in 
fake accounts case. A two 
member bench comprising 
of Justice Aamer Farooq 
and Justice Mohsin Akhtar 
Kayani heard bail appli-
cation of Asif Ali Zardari. 
During the hearing, plea for 
exemption from appearance 
on medical grounds was also 
filed. Court also ordered to 
constitute a medical board 
to review former presi-
dent’s health condition. 
The lawyer of the Nation-
al Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) as well as counsel of 
Asif Ali Zardari did not op-
pose the decision. 

Car sales at 
11-year low 
in Pakistan

Athar Sufi

KARACHI: Pakistan’s auto 
industry struggled to main-
tain its sales during the 
Covid-19 pandemic as the 
number of cars sold in the 
country drpped to an 11-
year low. The industry sold 
124,000 cars during the 
year 2020, according to data 
shared by the Pakistan Au-
tomotive Manufacturers As-
sociation. It was 34% lower 
than the previous year.
The last time the industry 
sold cars below this level 
was in 2009. The number of 
cars sold during the year was 
recorded at 107,800 during 
the Great Recession which 
made many countries strug-
gle financially. The highest 
number of car sales were 
recorded during 2018 when 
255,000 vehicles were sold 
across Pakistan.   “The Cov-
id-19 pandemic is the biggest 
reason for the low car sales 
in 2020,” Senior Research 
Analyst Ahmed Lakhani said.

Another 
JUI-F 

leader quits
DNA

ISLAMABAD: In yet an-
other setback for Maulana 
Fazalur Rehman, a Jamiat 
Ulema e Islam (Fazal) JUI-F 
leader Haji Abrar Hussain 
Tanoli bid farewell to the 
party, citing serious differ-
ences with the party leader 
on policy issues.
The former provincial min-
ister for forests and hailing 
from Manshera announced 
his decision to leave the 
party officially at a large 
public gathering at Khatain 
Da Galla. He said Maulana 
Fazalur Rehman was work-
ing against the national 
interests in alliance with 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) and vowed 
to resist them at every fora.
He said he would challenge 
the PML-N leaders in the 
upcoming elections
Earlier Maulana Muham-
mad Khan Shirani, Maula-
na Gul Naseeb Khan, 
former member National 
Assembly (MNA) Maulana 
Shujaul Mulk, and former 
spokesperson of the party 
Hafiz Hussain Ahmad had 
also left as the rift in the 
JUI-F widened.

ISLAMABAD: In face of 
Pakistan’s intense and long-
hour power breakdown, 
CPEC power plants stayed 
completely protected with-
out developing any fault 
setting a precedent of quick 
and reliable resumption of 
operation. According to a 
report published by Gwadar 
Pro on Tuesday, they have 
stepped into re-startup pro-
cess and are gearing up to 
resume full load supply to 
the entire Pakistan.
Equipped with enhanced re-
liability system and latest au-
tomatic protection technol-
ogies, CPEC Power plants 
are in position to restore 
its seamless functionality 
allowing their power mech-
anism to get reconnected 
with National Grid System 

in order to pull 220 million 
people out of darkness. It 
merits mentioning that ow-
ing to China-based advanced 
technology that meets inter-
national standards, CPEC 
power plants have not devel-
oped a single fault in spite 
of sudden interruption of 
supercritical pressure and 
high temperature.
The report added, a trip 
was witnessed at 11:41 pm 
on January 9, at the Guddu 
thermal power plant. The 
next moment frequency 
which remains normally 
at 49.5 Hertz fell to zero. 
Under cascade, one after 
another, power plant safe-
ty systems began to shut 
themselves down. 
This led to series of shut-
down in other power plants 

including CPEC coal-powered 
and renewable energy power 
plants. Benefiting from mod-
ern safety & security system 
that switches off quickly the 
entire power plant once en-
counters any malfunctioning 
transmitted by other linking 
power plants, CPEC power 
plants resume full load sup-
ply very quickly.
In an exclusive interview, 
Mr Xiao Xin, DCEO of Port 
Qasim Coal-Fired Power 
Plant said that the power 
system breakdown caused 
a shutdown of all power 
plants, however CPEC pow-
er plants like Port Qasim, 
Sahiwal, CPHGC had taken 
real-time response by using 
the latest automatic protec-
tion technologies. 
“Immediately after the res-

toration of transmission 
systems and technical lim-
its, all CPEC power plants 
stepped into re-startup pro-
cess and are gearing up to 
resume full load supply to 
entire Pakistan at the earli-
est,” he asserted.
He maintained that CPEC 
power plants had been op-
erating in a very stable and 
reliable manner. “Thanks 
to their best engineering 
quality and sound opera-
tion techniques, no similar 
faults like this which may 
lead to a national system 
breakdown have been seen 
in CPEC projects up to to-
day,” he mentioned. In last 
5 years, he said that CPEC 
had helped Pakistan in re-
solving shortage at power 
supply side. – APP

Power breakdown: CPEC power 
plants stay unhurt, resume supply 

Innovative 
ideas 

presented at 
‘Eureka Fair’

DNA
KARACHI: The students of 
the Institute of Business 
Management (IoBM), Ka-
rachi recently organized 
the virtual “Eureka Fair 
- Online Project Showcase 
(Fall 2020).” The MBA stu-
dents of ‘Technology, Oper-
ations, and Innovation’ of 
the Management and HRM 
Department presented 
their projects. They applied 
their learning to develop 
innovative products and 
applications to bring social 
change and evolution in var-
ious domains of life. Twelve 
best student projects out of 
thirty were demonstrated 
online. The Eureka Fair was 
held under the mentorship 
of Dr. Shagufta Ghouri, 
HoD Management & HRM 
Department, IoBM. The 
idea was to motivate stu-
dents to develop practical 
business ventures based 
on innovative technologies. 
Eminent corporate guests 
and academicians were in-
vited to watch the Eureka 
Fair. Those who attended 
this virtual event were Dr. 
Shujaat Mubarik (Dean 
CBM, IoBM), Dr. Samra 
Javed (HoD ORIC, IoBM) 
Syed Azfar Hussain (Pro-
gram Manager, National In-
cubation Center), Muham-
mad Zain (Manager IT and 
Security Audit, BankIslami 
Pakistan Limited), Muham-
mad Yasir (CEO, Creative 
Chaos), Syed Naseh (CEO 
Diya Interactive), among 
others. The 12 projects 
were “Holographic Projec-
tion”, “Augmented Reality”, 
“She’s Crafty”, “Artonical”, 
“Online Tracking App”, 
“Carpooling service”, “Re-
pAssist”, “MediPlus”, “You 
Dosing System and App”, 
“ShopeZZ”, “Detection of 
creatinine and Urea”, and 
“The Pet Club”. IoBM con-
tinues to foster creativity 
and business skills among 
students by organizing such 
events based on experien-
tial learning initiatives. 

‘Health, 
education 

prime focus 
of PTI govt’

DNA
MULTAN: Punjab Health 
Minister, Dr Yasmin Rashid 
Tuesday said that health and 
education are the prime fo-
cus of the government for 
provision of facilities to the 
masses. Speaking at a road-
show, under the auspices of 
Punjab Health Foundation 
here, Yasmin Rashid stated 
that government would not 
compromise over health 
of masses. ”Health is a 
great blessing. If it is lost, 
everything is lost. ” she said 
adding that health cards 
would be provided to people 
by end of 2021. She stated 
that Punjab government 
would also inject Rs 21bil-
lion in the health sector re-
leased by federal govt.
Over two million people 
will get the cards, the min-
ister and informed that 
45 PC population has re-
ceived these cards so far. 
“Public is the asset for a 
country that is why govt 
is investing in human cap-
ital,” Rashid stated. She 
maintained that they were 
building Nishtar-II, Cardi-
ology hospital in DG and 
three other heath facilities 
in Rajanpur, Layyah and 
Bahawalnagar will be con-
structed with Rs 30 billion 
as per vision of Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan and CM 
Punjab Usman Buzdar.
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ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi receiving 
Chairman Afghan Hizb-e-Wahdat-e-Islami, Muhammad Karim Khalili 

and his delegation at ministry of foreign affairs. – DNA

Pakistan Navy conducts 
live weapons firing

Chief of the Naval Staff reassured the nation that Pakistan Navy is fully prepared 
and ready to thwart any aggression against Pakistan’s maritime frontiers

DNA

KARACHI: In an impressive fire 
power display, Pakistan Navy 
Fleet units demonstrated combat 
readiness and war fighting poten-

tial through live weapons firing at 
North Arabian Sea. Chief of the 
Naval Staff, Admiral Muhammad 
Amjad Khan Niazi graced the 
occasion as Chief Guest and wit-
nessed the event along-with other 
senior naval officers.

Pakistan Navy Submarines suc-
cessfully engaged their intended 
targets with Anti-Ship Missiles 
and Torpedoes. The successful 
firings have re-affirmed Pakistan 
Navy’s offensive capability and 
operational readiness. Chief of 

the Naval Staff expressed his com-
plete satisfaction on the combat 
readiness of PN Fleet and com-
mended officers and men for their 
commitment and professionalism.
On the occasion, Chief of the Na-
val Staff reassured the nation that 

Pakistan Navy is fully prepared 
and ready to thwart any aggres-
sion against Pakistan’s maritime 
frontiers. He also underscored 
that Pakistan Navy will continue 
to play its part in making defence 
of the country impregnable. 

UN rights experts 
urge Joe Biden to 

close Gitmo prison
UNITED NATIONS: A group of UN human rights experts 
has appealed to the incoming President-elect Joe Biden’s 
administration to immediately close the “disgraceful” US 
military prison at Guantanamo Bay. Citing the rapidly de-
teriorating health of detainees who remain, along with the 
mental and physical harm inflicted on them in cruel and 
inhuman conditions, eight right experts, in a joint state-
ment, warned that the aging inmates are at increasing risk. 
“Guantanamo is a place of arbitrariness and abuse, a site 
where torture and ill-treatment was rampant and remains 
institutionalized, where the rule of law is effectively sus-
pended, and where justice is denied”, the experts said on 
the 19th anniversary of its establishment, on January 11, 
2002. Moreover, they pointed out that the COVID-19 pan-
demic is further exacerbating health vulnerabilities for the 
increasingly elderly prison population.
“The very existence of this facility is a disgrace for the Unit-
ed States and the international community as a whole”, the 
UN experts said. “Guantanamo should have been closed 
a long time ago”. In 2003, the facility held 700 prisoners. 
Nineteen years later, 40 detainees remain with only nine 
having been charged with, or convicted, of crimes. UN ex-
perts have consistently demanded the dismissal of the Mil-
itary Commissions and the closing of the detention facility 
at Guantánamo Bay, saying they are incompatible with the 
US’ obligations under international law.
“We must not forget these detainees, who have been sub-
jected to torture or victims of comparable trauma, and 
still languish in Guantánamo, in a virtual legal limbo, out-
side the reach of the constitutional judicial system of the 
United States”, they said. “The prolonged and indefinite 
detention of individuals, who have not been convicted of 
any crime by a competent and independent judicial au-
thority operating under due process of law, is arbitrary 
and constitutes a form of cruel, inhuman and degrad-
ing treatment or even torture”. Military Commissions 
are still undergoing pre-trial proceedings on motions to 
suppress evidence resulting from torture, according to 
the experts. And as fresh trials are not expected to com-
mence anytime soon, proceedings are likely to last sever-
al years, leaving the defendants incarcerated indefinitely.
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ISLAMABAD: Dr. Shahbaz 
Gill, Special Assistant to 
the Prime Minister for Po-
litical communication, said 
in a statement that one 
side is the defamation of 
broadsheet, theft, fugitive, 
Calabrian London Flat, cor-
ruption of PPP and Maulana 
and on the other side is the 
Pakistan of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan.
He said this is the first 
time in 60 years that the 
government has built two 
large dams in Pakistan, 
new agreements are being 

made with EPPs. A steady 
increase in economic ex-
ports, a steady increase 
in remittances, digital pay-
ment system is being built, 
bright digital accounts are 
emerging, the stock mar-
ket is became number one 
in Asia, and the journey of 
success of the economy is 
moving in the right direc-
tion for the first time.
He said government's 
effective strategy has re-
duced smuggling through 
Iran and Afghanistan by 
65% and the formal trade 
has increased so much. 
He said FBR's efforts have 
also increased the import 

duty, benefiting the nation-
al exchequer by billions.
Dr Gill said if not, only 
PDM thieves will be given 
NRO. This corrupt mafia 
cannot see the country 
moving in the right direc-
tion so it is trying to mis-
lead the people.
He further said that, Bilaw-
al Zardari has ruined Sindh 
in 13 years. Corruption is 
on the rise in Sindh. 53 
percent families in Sindh 
are living beneath the pov-
erty line and 60 percent 
population of the province 
is compelled to drink gut-
ter-mixed water no any ba-
sic facilities provide to the 

masses in Sindh.
He said that Bilawal says he 
will end corruption in the 
country, Bilawal should first 
tell the people whether he 
will start with Asif Ali Zard-
ari ? or his uncle Nawaz Sha-
rif and his corrupt family.?
He said that the statement 
of PDM has proved to be an 
enemy of the country. 
The people have rejected 
this corrupt gang. No mat-
ter how many conspiracies 
they make, failure is their 
destiny. The people of Pa-
kistan stand side by side 
with the Prime Minister 
of Pakistan and the Armed 
Forces of Pakistan.

‘Smuggling through Iran, 
Afghanistan reduced by 65%’

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has 
taken the lead in adopting 
the 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development and 
its 17 ambitious Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), 
becoming one of the first 
countries in the world to 
take up their pledge to 
transform lives and protect 
the planet, said a report of 
United Nations Sustainable 
Development Framework 
for Pakistan (UNSDF).

United Nations is commit-
ted to work with the gov-
ernment of Pakistan with a 
grass roots level approach 
reaching people of Paki-
stan and make a lasting 
contribution to national 
development priorities.
It also reaffirms its goal to 
take forward the principle 
of “leaving no one behind” 
and to improve the living 
conditions of all the peo-
ple in the country, espe-
cially the most vulnerable, 
marginalized and disadvan-
taged factions of the socie-

ty, the report said.
Keeping in view the 
emerging scale of Paki-
stan’s economic growth, 
the report had termed it 
inclusive that benefits all 
people. It added that the 
economic growth of the 
country owing to its trajec-
tory had the potential to 
ensure social development 
equitable; where women 
and men, boys and girls, 
and transgender individu-
als could fulfill their poten-
tial with dignity and equal-
ity of opportunity.

Pakistan leads in adopting 
SDG 2030 agenda: UN

CAS praises 
professionalism of 

Azerbaijan Air Force

DNA

BAKU: Air Chief Marshal 
Mujahid Anwar Khan, Chief 
of the Air Staff, Pakistan 
Air Force called on Lt Gen 
Ramiz Tahirov, Commander 
Azerbaijan Air Force, today.  
Matters of mutual interest 
and bilateral cooperation 
came under discussion.
The Air Chief praised the 
professionalism of Azerbai-
jan Air Force and assured 
his counterpart of PAF’s 
full support; especially in 
the domain of training.  
Commander Azerbaijan Air 
Force commended the high 

standards of the PAF train-
ing system and acknowl-
edged its support towards 
training of Azeri Air Force 
personnel. 
He also lauded the indigeni-
zation efforts under taken 
by PAF; especially the JF-17 
program.  Later in the day, 
the Air Chief also met with 
Colonel General Zakir Has-
anov, Minister of Defence of 
Azerbaijan. Matters related 
to mutual interests were 
discussed with a consensus 
to further strengthen the 
bilateral cooperation.  Earli-
er, the Air Chief also visited 
the Martyrs’ Alley and laid 
the floral wreath.

He also lauded the indigenization 
efforts under taken by PAF, Later 
in the day, the Air Chief also met 

with Colonel General Zakir Hasanov, 
Minister of Defence of AzerbaijanCOVID-19 

claims 41 
more lives

ISLAMABAD: The nation-
al tally of total active COV-
ID-19 cases in Pakistan on 
Tuesday reached 34,007 as 
2,408 more people tested 
positive for the deadly vi-
rus and 3,606 people re-
covered from it during the 
last 24 hours. Forty-one co-
rona patients had lost their 
lives out of which 36 were 
under treatment in hospi-
tals and five three others 
in their respective homes 
or quarantines, according 
to the latest update issued 
by the NCOC.  – APP


