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PM to end role
of money in polls,
says Shibli Faraz

British envoy
praises Gwadar
cricket capacity

Esra Bilgic joins
Peshawar Zalmi
for PSL season 6

SHAHEEN HANIF

ISLAMABAD Foreign Min-
ister  Shah
Mahmood
Qureshi has
said  there
is a need to
keep an eye
on the foreign elements
which are active to spoil the
Afghan peace process. He
was talking to Head of Mas-
soud Foundation of Afghan-
istan Ahmad Wali Massoud,
who called on him in Islama-
bad Friday. The Foreign Min-
ister emphasized the need
for reduction of violence in
Afghanistan. Shah Mahmood
Qureshi said all the stake-
holders need to take joint ef-
forts for a peaceful, prosper-
ous and stable Afghanistan.

Siraj visits
mlssmg
persons’
families
DNA
ISLAMABAD: Holding both

the present
and former
rulers re-

sponsible for
the plight of
the relatives
of the mission persons, Ja-
maat-e-Islami Emir Senator
Sirajul Haq has asked the
government to immediately
address the issue or at least
inform the families if their rel-
atives are alive or dead. “Both
the present and past rulers
paid no attention to the mis-
eries of mothers, sisters and
daughters of the persons who
are missing for years for un-
known reasons,” he said.

Border
fencing to
finish by June

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD Federal Min-
ister for Inte-
rior  Sheikh
Rashid  Ah-
mad  Friday
said the
fencing of
the boundary separating Pa-
kistan with Iran and Afghan-
istan would be completed by
June this year as most of the
work has already been com-
pleted. After visiting Pak-Iran
border, he said according to a
press release that the border
management was being mod-
ernized by ensuring internal
security of the country.

Holiday Notice

The offices of daily
Islamabad POST shall
remain closed on Saturday
on account of weekly off
therefore there will be no
newspaper on Sunday.

- Editor ,
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2 dead during
violent clashes

PML-N candidates leading in election;
defeats PTI in Noshera; firing incident
occurred at the Gondka polling station;
in Kurm independent candidate leads

Bureau RePoORT

SIALKOT: Two persons died and eight oth-
ers were injured as clashes broke out be-
tween PTI and PML-N workers in the city’s
NA-75 constituency on Friday.

The firing incident occurred at the Gondka
polling station which resulted in three per-
sons getting injured, with two succumbing to
their injuries on the way to the hospital.

A heavy contingent of police officials and
Rangers personnel are present at the Gond-
ka police station to restore order there. PTI
and PML-N workers had assembled outside
the polling station where the firing incident
took place, shouting slogans against one
another. Out of 360 polling stations in the
constituency, the voting process has was sus-
pended at 15 sensitive polling stations.

Two groups of people exchanging blows,
armed with sticks in Daska can be seen in a
video clips that have gone viral on social me-
dia. Police have yet to identify or arrest the
suspects who were committed the killings.

Continued on Page 06

PML-N, PT1
blame each other

ABID Raza

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz’s (PML-N) spokesperson Marriyum
Aurangzeb has claimed that security guards
of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) candi-
date fired at PML-N workers and fled the
scene. Reacting to the clashes and shoot-
ings in Daska that killed two and injured at
least eight more, she accused PTI thugs of
using state resources to conduct terrorism.
“What did they get by taking the lives of in-
nocent people”, she asked.

Marriyum Aurangzeb said that they had
requested the Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) to extend the polling time.
All voters whether inside or outside the
polling station should be allowed to cast
their vote and voting should continue
till the last voter has finished, she said.

Continued on Page 06

UN experts slam
India on Kashmir

They urged the Government of India to ensure
that the economic, social and cultural rights of
the people of Jammu and Kashmir are protected

I.P.REPORT

NEW YORK: UN human
rights experts have ex-
pressed concern over In-
dia’s decision to end Jammu
and Kashmir’s autonomy
and enact new laws could
curtail the previous level
of political participation of
Muslim and other minori-
ties in the country, as well
as potentially discriminate
against them in important
matters, including employ-
ment and land ownership.

“The loss of autonomy and

Three
Kashmairis
martyred

SRINAGAR: In Indian
illegally occupied Jam-
mu and Kashmir, Indi-
an troops in their fresh
act of state terrorism
martyred three Kash-
miri youth in Shopian
district on Friday. The
youth were killed by the
troops during a violent
cordon and search oper-
ation at Badigam area of
the district. — APP

the imposition of direct
rule by the Government
in New Delhi suggest the
people of Jammu and Kash-
mir as no longer have their
own government and have
lost power to legislate or
amend laws in the region
to ensure the protection
of their rights as minor-
ities,” said Fernand de
Varennes, Special Rappor-
teur on minority issues
and Ahmed Shaheed, Spe-
cial Rapporteur on free-
dom of religion or belief.

Continued on Page 06

British envoy praises

Gwadar crlcket capaaty

Bureau REPORT

G

— Page OSJ

GWADAR: British High Commissioner Dr
Christian Turner CMG on Friday saw at

first hand the potential Gwadar has to be §

a key hub for Pakistan.

The High Commissioner presided over
the coin toss for a celebrity cricket
match - the Gwadar Dolphins led by the

Prime Minister’s Special Assistant Zulfi =

Bukari, versus the Showbiz Sharks led
by Wasim Khan, CEO of the Pakistan
Cricket Board. The match was dedicat-
ed to Pakistan climbing hero Ali Sadpara.

Continued on Page 06
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B:CCl Daska by-polls:

( Govt )
allows
parade

SHuiaatr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: The prepara-
tions for celebrating March
23 have been put into top
gear after the government al-
lowed holding of the Pakistan
parade. There was a possibil-
ity of the cancellation of the
Pakistan Day parade for the
second consecutive year due
to the coronavirus pandemic.
But, the government has al-
lowed holding of the parade,
provided the anti-virus guide-
lines will be observed strictly.
The parade will be held at
Shakkarparian Ground in Is-
lamabad. Last year, the gov-
ernment had cancelled the
Pakistan Day Parade sched-
uled to be held on March 23
as a precautionary measure
to contain the spread of the
coronavirus. The decision was
taken by the National Securi-
ty Committee in its meeting.
The committee had decided to
impose a ban on public events
and the Pakistan Day Parade
Qas no exception. /

PDM
leadership
mulls anti-

govt strategy

SAIFULLAH

ISLAMABAD: PDM Presi-
dent and Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
lam-Fazl ~ (JULF)  chief
Maulana Fazlur Rehman
on Friday telephoned for-
mer prime minister Nawaz
Sharif and former presi-
dent Asif Ali Zardari and
discussed the opposition
alliance’s ongoing anti-gov-
ernment movement.

According to reports, the
three leaders agreed on re-
invigorating the movement
so that it could become re-
sultoriented. During a chat
with former president and
PPP Co-chairman Asif Ali
Zardari, both leaders dis-
cussed the prevailing political
situation in the country, Sen-
ate elections and long march.
Both Zardari and Fazl also
held consultations over can-
didates for the Senate elec-
tions; a strategy to be adopted
for the much talked about
long march besides running
election campaign for PDM
candidate from Islamabad

Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani.

RAWALPINDI: Russian Presidential Envoy to Afghanistan Zamir Kabulov
called on Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa. — DNA

Russian envoy hails
Pak role for peace

The Army Chief says that peace in both countries
was in greater interest of the region

US commander
calls on COAS

ANSAR MEHMOOD BHATTI

RAWALPINDI: General Kenneth F. Mc Kenzie Jr, In-
coming Commander US CENTCOM, called on General
Qamar Javed Bajwa, Chief of Army Staff (COAS) at
GHQ, on Friday. According to a ISPR statement, mat-
ters of mutual interest, regional security situation
with particular reference to ongoing Afghanistan rec-
onciliation process were discussed during the meet-
ing. Both expressed unanimity of views on impor-
tance of political resolution of Afghan situation. COAS
said that Pakistan is committed to efforts for peace in
Afghanistan as it is important for peace in Pakistan.
Visiting dignitaries acknowledged Pakistan's com-
mendable efforts in the fight against terrorism and

STAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI: Russian
Presidential Envoy to Af-
ghanistan Zamir Kabulov
called on Chief of Army
Staff (COAS) General Qa-
mar Javed Bajwa at GHQ,
here on Friday.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Russian envoy appre-
ciated the positive role be-
ing played by Pakistan for
Afghan Peace Process and
expressed that Pak-Russia
relations would contin-
ue to prosper manifolds,
said the media wing of the
Armed Forces in a press
release.

The Army Chief said that
peace in both countries
(Pakistan and Afghanistan)
was in greater interest of
the region. During the

ensuring regional stability.

meeting matters of mutual
interest, regional security
situation particularly devel-
opments in Afghan Peace

Process were discussed.

Both the dignitaries reiter-
ated the commitment to en-
hance bilateral relationship.

Pak-China enjoy
special relations,
says Dr Moeed

NEHAL MIrAJ

ISLAMABAD: Special Assis-
tant to the Prime Minister
(SAPM) on National Secu-
rity Division and Strategic
Policy Planning Dr Moeed
Yusuf Friday said that China
and Pakistan enjoy special
relations and these ties
would continue to grow.

He said Pakistan would
continue to build bilateral
cooperation in various are-
as under the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor.

The SAPM was called on by
Chinese Ambassador Nong
Rong here, said a press re-
lease. Talking about coop-
eration in different areas,

Dr Moeed Yusuf said collab-
oration between the think
tanks in the two countries
should be improved to pro-
mote dialogue among them.
On the occasion, Chinese
Ambassador said the Paki-
stan-China relations should
not be limited to government
level rather should be ex-
panded to interaction among
the citizens of the two coun-
tries. “Think-tank can play a
role in commemorating the
70 years of Pak-China friend-
ship this year.” Chinese Am-
bassador H.E. Nong Rong
hoped to take Pakistan-Chi-
na relations to new heights
by improving collaboration,
cooperation and partnership
in various fields.

“Insha’Allah Pakistan will emerge victorious,” Prime Minister Imran Khan says

MunIRr FaisaL

HAZRO: Prime Minister Imran Khan on
Friday said that with masses and corrupt
politicians standing on opposite sides, the
nation was passing through a decisive mo-
ment, and Pakistan with the grace of Allah
Almighty will emerge victorious.

“This is a decisive moment for the nation.
Masses are on one side, while these thieves
and dacoits are on the other. Insha Allah
Pakistan will emerge victorious,” Imran
Khan said while addressing a function after
the inauguration of tree plantation drive
in Ghazi Barotha under his initiative of 10
Billion Tree Tsunami. “This is a decisive
moment for the nation. Masses are on one
side, while these thieves and dacoits are on
the other. Insha’Allah Pakistan will emerge
victorious,” Imran Khan said.

The Prime Minister while criticizing the

Knayyam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information and Broadcasting Senator Shibli Faraz on Fri-
day said Prime Minister Imran Khan was committed to end role of money in election
process. Talking to media here, he said the government was striving to bring genuine
representatives of the people in the parliament and this was not possible without
abrogating the role of money in sale and purchase of votes. The minister said the
people, now, realized the importance of transparency in the Senate elections.

He said the politics of money needed to be eliminated and candidates should be
elected on the basis of their capabilities. Shibli said buying and selling of votes
undermined democracy and moral values. He said Election Commission of Paki-
stan would also be strengthened to further enhance its performance. Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) believed that eligible persons could not come forward in
politics until misuse of money was controlled, he said. He said the PTI’s desire
and demand was that under proportional representation, the parties and alliances
should get seats as per their strength in the electoral assemblies. Shibli said the
PTI’s stance was justified and based on democratic principles and Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari had also hinted his inclination towards open voting.

previous governments said during the last
30 years big thieves and corrupt politicians
not only hurt the country through their loot
and plunder of the public resources but de-
stroyed the moral value as well.

“They created such an impression that cor-
ruption is not a bad thing,” he remarked and
questioned can anybody cite any example of
a country which achieved progress and de-
velopment in the atmosphere of corruption.
The Prime Minister said he was not affect-
ed much due to the corruption of " Pat-
waris’, ~Thanedars’ or other government
functionaries but when prime minister
or ministers indulged in corruption, the
country was badly hurt. Special Assistant
to Prime Minister on Climate Change Ma-
lik Amin Aslam, State Minister for Climate
Change Zartaj Gul, Special Assistant to
PM Shahbaz Gill and Senator Faisal Javed
were also present besides a large numbers
of youths and notables from the area.

PM to visit
Srilanka
from Tuesday

DNA

ISLAMABAD: On the invi-
tation of Prime Minister of
Sri Lanka Mahinda Rajapak-
sa, Prime Minister Imran
Khan will embark on two-
day official visit to Sri Lanka
on Tuesday. According to
Prime Minister Office, this
will be his first visit to Sri
Lanka after assuming office.
The Prime Minister will be
accompanied by a high-level
delegation, including mem-
bers of the Cabinet and senior
officials. The Prime Minis-
ter’s program includes meet-
ings with President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa and Prime Minis-
ter Mahinda Rajapaksa. The
Prime Minister will also lead
the delegation-level talks, cov-
ering all areas of cooperation
between the two countries in-
cluding trade and investment,
health and education, agricul-
ture and science and tech-
nology, defence and security,
and culture and tourism.

PTI caught
red handedm
says Maryam

DNA

LAHORE: PML-N Vice
President Maryam Nawaz
has sought to sound the
alarm, on what she claims,
is theft of votes by PTI
members, as counting in
the by-polls held today con-
tinues. Maryam released a
series of “bombshell” vid-
eos as supposed proof of
the claim.

In the first, she begins by
claiming that PTI people
were caught “red handed
stealing bagfuls of votes”.
She said PML-N MPA Adil
Chatta and Ataa Tarar were
the ones to have caught the
“culprit”.

Maryam claimed the seal
of the bag of votes was also
broken and further accused
the police of being “a part
of the plan to steal votes
for PTI”. She followed it
up with videos showing the
bag in question.



NATIONAL

skl POST

Saturday, February 20, 2021

Briefs

Govt pursuing
pro-business
policies,
says Omar

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Power Omar Ayub Khan
has said the government is
pursuing pro-business pol-
icies and these are being
appreciated by the business
community.

Responding to the points
of opposition members in
the National Assembly to-
day, regarding the state of
economy and price hike, he
said the large scale manu-
facturing is now witnessing
growth of 14.50 percent.
The Minister for Power
said the previous govern-
ment set up expensive
power plants, ignoring the
indigenous sources of en-
ergy. He said the present
government is focusing to
exploit the potential of re-
newable energy to produce
cheap electricity. He said
the agreement signed with
the IPPs will help save 800
billion rupees. He said the
government is clearing the
mess left by the previous
regimes. Participating in
the discussion on a motion
regarding inflation, especial-
ly increase in the prices of
essential food items as well
as petroleum products, gas
and electricity, Qaiser Sheikh
of PML (N) said the devalu-
ation of currency has led to
increase in the prices of es-
sential commodities includ-
ing petroleum products. He
said indirect taxes such as pe-
troleum levy are affecting the
poor segments of the society.
He asked the government to
promote the small and me-
dium enterprises as per its
commitment.

Gandapur
pays homage
to Ali Sadpara

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Kashmir and Gilgit-Balti-
stan Affairs Ali Amin Khan
Gandapur on Friday paid
tribute to Pakistani moun-
taineer Ali Sad Para, after
his family officially declared
him dead in a press confer-
ence in Skardu, the other
day. Muhammad Ali Sadpa-
ra and two other climbers
including Iceland’s John
Snorri  Sigurjénsson and
Chile’s Juan Pablo Mohr Pri-
eto were last seen on Febru-
ary 5, near the Bottleneck
on K2 as they attempted to
reach the summit of the Sav-
age Mountain.

Ali Sadpara laid down his
life to shine the name of
Pakistan and he would al-
ways be remembered, he
said in a statement issued
here. Expressing his deep
condolence to the families
of three climbers, he said
the other two mountaineers
were not only the hero of
their respective countries
but ours as well.

He also lauded the efforts
of Pakistan Army and other
law enforcement agencies
to carried out a massive res-
cue operation for the climb-
ers that had been acknowl-
edged across the globe.

Cop shot
dead in

Karachit’s
SITE area

DNA

KARACHI: A police officer
deputed in the anti-vehicle
lifting cell in Karachi’s SITE
area was shot dead by uniden-
tified suspects on Friday. The
incident occurred near Khat-
tak Chowk of the Metroville
area. The assailants opened
fire at the 30-year old consta-
ble and fled from the scene.
Contingents of police and
Rangers rushed to the place
of the incident. Police found
emptied shells of a 9mm pis-
tol as well as the constable’s
gun from the scene.

The officer, Sheraz Khan,
was recently transferred from
Special Security Unit (SSU)
to his current department in
Shareefabad area of the city.
He was a resident of Block
D, Frontier Colony No 3. The
Inspector General (IG) of Po-
lice has taken notice of the
killing and sought a report in
this regard. Meanwhile, po-
lice say they are probing the
case from different angles,
including whether a personal
enmity was behind the mur-
der. The law enforcement
agency is also in the process
of seeking information from
eyewitnesses as well as gain-
ing footage of the close-cir-
cuit television (CCTV) camer-
as that may be installed near
the scene of the murder.

ISLAMABAD: Ameer JI, Senator Siraj ul Haq, Abdul Ghafoor Haideri secretary general JUI along with other opposition members of the Senate
expressed solidarity in the protest sit-in of the families of the missing persons and addressed a press conference at the sit-in. — DNA

‘Strong govt in Kabul first
pillar of peace in Afghanistan’

He opined that both Pakistan and Afghanistan needed to define their security and economic relations,
understand each other’s views, and build trust and subsequently a shared vision

ISLAMABAD: Head of Massoud
Foundation and former ambassa-
dor of Afghanistan to the United
Kingdom Ahmad Wali Massoud
Friday said a strong government
in Kabul was the first pillar of
peace in Afghanistan.

“This entails a formula based on
a decentralized system rooted in
the social fabric of Afghanistan
because only when people from
different ethnicities are present
within the fold of the system;
sustainable consensus can be
achieved and hence a strong insti-
tution can be built,” he added.
Ahmad Wali Massoud stated this

during his address at a Public Talk
organized by the Centre for Af-
ghanistan, Middle East and Africa
(CAMEA) here at the Institute of
Strategic Studies (ISSI) under its
Distinguished Lecture Series, ac-
cording to a press release. Mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps in Is-
lamabad, academics, civil society,
and former and current diplomats
were also present.

CAMEA Director Ms Amina Khan
gave welcome remarks.

Ahmad Wali Massoud, who spoke
about the special bond Pakistan
and Afghanistan shared - be it
politics, economics, security, cul-

ture and religion, and said he had
come with a message of friendship
and peace. “Peace in Afghanistan
means peace for Pakistan,” he re-
marked. He said dialogue between
the two countries was very im-
portant because direct discourse
would strengthen the prospects
for peace. Ahmad Wali Massoud,
who is on a visit to Pakistan, said
like any other relationship, there
were always conflicts of interests
and instead of wasting time on
them, competing claims from all
sides should be put on the table
and resolved. He opined that both
Pakistan and Afghanistan needed

to define their security and eco-
nomic relations, understand each
other’s views, and build trust and
subsequently a shared vision.
Massoud stressed the importance
of achieving consensus democracy
[in Afghanistan] where the people
were their own representatives.
He talked about his late brother,
Ahmad Shah Massoud’s contribu-
tion towards building a sovereign,
inclusive and strong Afghanistan.
By taking a similar stance, peace
could be achieved in Afghanistan,
he added. Massoud was of the view
that the people of Afghanistan had
suffered for far too long and yearned

for peace. According to him, values
adopted by different factions in Af-
ghanistan varied in a distinct man-
ner, however it was important to
take all of them into account if the
peace process was to move forward
in Afghanistan. It was time for all
stakeholders to accommodate
each other, he added. Talking
about the Afghan foreign policy,
he said a very balanced approach
was required so that Afghanistan
was not perceived as a threat nor
used as a strategic tool by any par-
ty. By doing so, balance could be
achieved internally as well as ex-
ternally, he added. — APP

ECP directs to
ensure presence of
lawmakers in custody

ISLAMABAD: Dutch ambassador, Wouter Plomp pose for a group photo with Federal minister for

i

national food security and research, Syed Fakhar Imam and others at the launch of a capacity
building project for potato growers in Punjab hosted by Dutch embassy. — DNA

Pervaiz Rashid challenges
rejection of nomination papers

DNA

LAHORE: PML-N leader Pervaiz
Rashid has challenged the Election
Commission of Pakistan’s decision to
reject his nomination papers for the
upcoming Senate election.

Rashid has filed an appeal at the
Election Tribunal of the Lahore High
Court and a hearing related to the
matter will take place on Saturday.

In his appeal, Rashid stated that the
returning officer of the ECP “unlaw-
fully rejected the nomination papers,”
adding that he was ready to deposit
Rs9.5 million to the administration of
the Punjab House as required by the
ECP for the purpose but he did not re-
ceive the related bank details.

A day ago, Rashid’s nomination papers
had been rejected by the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP) on allegations

that he had defaulted on payments that
were to be made to the Punjab House.
The Punjab government had released
a list of people in 2018 who had not
cleared their bills for staying and taking
meals at the Punjab House. Rashid was
among those who were named in the
list. PTT MPA Zainab Omar had filed
an objection against Rashid through
her lawyer Rana Mudassar to the re-
turning officer/provincial election
commissioner in Lahore.

“Imran Khan can'’t tolerate criticism,”
Rashid had said, reacting to the devel-
opment as he spoke to media. “I criti-
cise [the government] hence efforts
are being made to keep me out of the
parliament.” Rashid had accused the
government of preparing a fake ‘de-
mand’ against him. “To dispose of this
fake demand, I am ready to make the
payment,” the senior PML-N leader had
said. “You can close the doors on me,

but you can’t stop my voice,” he had
said, addressing the government. “I will
appeal against the decision to reject my
nomination papers.” Rashid had alleged
that fake cases against PML-N leaders
were being made, accusing the govern-
ment of keeping political opponents
“away from the field”. “I did not keep
silent then and I will not be silent now,”
he had said. “People such as me are like
a thorn in their [government’s] side,” he
added. According to the list released
by the Punjab government a couple of
years ago, Rashid and several PML-N
leaders, government officials and
their relatives owed a total amount ex-
ceeding Rs60 million.

As per the list, Rashid owed a sum
of Rs7.05 million of which Rs0.69
million was owed for his stay in 2011
from January to August and Rs6.4
million for his stay between June
2013 and May 2018.

ISLAMABAD: The Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP)
on Friday directed all the chief
secretaries and the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB)
chairman to ensure presence
of any member of National or
provincial assemblies in custo-
dy, at their designated polling
stations for casting their votes
on the Senate polling day on
March 3 (Wednesday). Accord-
ing to the ECP order, the chief
secretaries of governments
of Sindh and Punjab, and the
NAB chairman have been di-
rected to ensure presence of
MNAs Ali Wazir, Muhammad
Shehbaz Sharif, Syed Khursh-
eed Ahmed Shah and Khawa-
ja Muhammad Asif and MPA
Hamza Shehbaz Sharif (Pun-
jab) at their designated polling
stations for casting their votes
on the polling day. It added,

“It has been informed that Ali
Wazir, MNA, Muhammad She-
hbaz Sharif, MNA, Syed Khurs-
heed Ahmed Shah, MNA, Kha-
waja Muhammad Asif, MNA
and Hamza Shehbaz Sharif,
MPA are currently in the cus-
tody of provincial governments
of Sindh and Punjab, and Na-
tional Accountability Bureau
(NAB) respectively.” The ECP
said it had issued its order
while exercising its powers
under the Articles of the Con-
stitution as Article 220 of the
Constitution read with Section
5 of the Elections Act, 2017,
which “provides that it shall
be the duty of all executive au-
thorities in the Federation and
in the provinces to assist the
Chief Election Commissioner
and the Election Commission
in the discharge of his or their
functions”. - APP

‘Govt mobilizing
local community for
green Pakistan’

ISLAMABAD: Special As-
sistant to Prime Minister on
Climate Change, Malik Amin
Aslam on Friday said that gov-
ernment was taking measures
to involve local community
and students of educational
institutions for promotion
of clean and green Pakistan.
Under the dynamic vision of
Prime Minister Imran Khan,
we have started the campaign
in different parts of the coun-
try to achieve the targets of
ten billion tree tsunami, he
stated in an interview with
state television channel. The

PM, he said was leading the
program of “Plant for Paki-
stan Day” and students played
active role in that regard, he
added. In reply to a question,
SAPM said that concerned de-
partments were choosing the
environment friendly trees
so that PM’s vision for clean
and green Pakistan could be
made successful. To another
question, he said provincial
and federal governments
are engaged in afforestation
aimed at creating healthy en-
vironment for the future of
Pakistan. — APP

‘World can’t take any decision sans Pakistan's approval

Addressing a gathering of teachers and students at The University of Haripur on Friday in
connection with the Kashmir Solidarity Week, the state president said that India is
scared of Pakistan’s potential to become a powerful country

DNA

HARIPUR: The Azad Jammu and
Kashmir (AJK) President Sardar
Masood Khan has said that in spite
of numerous odds and challenges,
Pakistan is considered among the
big countries of the world and no
decision can be made on the inter-
national level without the assent
of Pakistan.

“The Pakistanis must not consider
themselves to be inferior as India
fears only Pakistan in the region
and its proof is that on the one
hand, India is engaged in plots to
weaken and destabilize Pakistan
while on the other, it has deployed
a big chunk of its army on our east-
ern border and in occupied Kash-
mir,” he asserted. The President

questioned if India does not face
any danger from Pakistan, why it
has made such a big military con-
centration around our country.
Addressing a gathering of teach-
ers and students at The University
of Haripur on Friday in connection
with the Kashmir Solidarity Week,
the state president said that India
is scared of Pakistan’s potential to
become a powerful country.

He said that if we are determined
to safeguard not only the geo-
graphical boundaries but ideolog-
ical borders of our country, we
would be able to liberate Kashmir
from India without which Pakistan
would remain incomplete.

“The people of occupied Kashmir
have been offering unprecedented
sacrifices since 1947 to become
part of Pakistan, and they are still

giving their blood by holding the
Pakistani flag in their hands. A
similar spirit for Kashmir is vis-
ible among the Pakistani youth
right from Karachi to Khyber and
Gwadar to Khunjarab.

Addressing direct to the students,
Sardar Masood Khan urged them
to, side by side getting an educa-
tion, they should expose India’s
false narrative, and promote their

own objective narrative by reach-
ing out to their international peers
About the latest situation of occu-
pied Kashmir, the AJK President
said that India had illegally settled
in the disputed territory more
than two million of its Hindu citi-
zens within a short span of eight
months in order to change the
demography of occupied Kashmir
and to turn it into a Hindu major-
ity state. This exercise under the
Hindutva policy warrants us to
rise to save our Muslim Kashmiri
brethren from the Indianization
of the territory. He stressed the
Pakistani students to complete
their education, and turn Pakistan
into a strong and stable econom-
ic and military power, and on,
the other hand, take the voice of
Kashmiri people in every length

and cranny of the world by using
social media and other means of
communication. Sardar Masood
Khan thanked the vice-chancellor
and the teachers of the University
of Haripur for observing Kashmir
solidarity week, and establishing
a Kashmir desk in the institution.
The gathering was also addressed
among others by Vice-Chancel-
lor University of Haripur Prof
Dr Anwarul Hassan Gilani and
Vice-Chancellor AJK University
Prof Dr Kalim Abbasi.

Earlier on arrival at the Universi-
ty of Haripur, the AJK president
inaugurated the Kashmir Desk
established in the university and
also attended a ceremony to sign a
memorandum for cooperation be-
tween the AJK University and the
University of Haripur.

Notice issued
to Mehmood-ur-
Rasheed

DNA

GUJRANWALA: The Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) has issued notice to
PTI’s Provincial Minister
Mian Mehmood-ur-Rasheed
for violating the code of con-
duct in today’s by-election.
According to details, the
notice was issued to Mian
Mehmood-ur-Rasheed by
ECP for violating the code
of conduct in the PP-51
Wazirabad by-election. The
Election Commission has
sought a reply from Mian
Mehmood-ur-Rasheed with-
in two days. It said that the
PTI leader participated in
the election campaign de-
spite the ban imposed by
ECP. The notice said that
according to the Election
Commission Code of Con-
duct, no minister or sitting
member of the Assembly
can participate in the elec-
tion campaign.

ATC orders
blocking

Pashteen,
Dawar’s CNICs

DNA

KARACHI: An antiterror-
ism court (ATC) ordered
to block the identity cards
of Pashtun Tahaffuz Move-
ment (PTM) leaders Man-
zoor Pashteen and MNA
Mohsin Dawar on Friday.
The PTM leaders were pre-
viously declared abscond-
ers, after the failed to ap-
pear before the court in a
case pertaining to provoca-
tive speech and sedition.
Before adjourning the hear-
ing till March 9, the court
ordered the identity cards
of the accused to be blocked
and a report submitted re-
garding it. Both the PTM
chief and MNA Dawar are
nominated in a treason case
and for provoking the public
against the state through
their speeches.

Late last year, an ATC sent
another PTM leader, MNA
Ali Wazir, and others to jail
on a judicial remand.

Police produced Wazir and
others before the ATC in
Karachi. The court sent
all the accused to jail on
judicial remand. The court
further directed the investi-
gating officer to submit the
challan before the court till
the next hearing.

PTM leader was arrested in
Peshawar on December 16
on charges of hate speech
against state institutions
while addressing a rally in
Karachi on December 6,
according to police sources.

PSDF to
launch DVV
system
developed

DNA

LAHORE: The Punjab Skills
Development Fund (PSDF)
has launched Digital Verifi-
cation and Validation (DVV)
system deployed by Jazz to
offer an endto-end digital-
ized attendance system and
a comprehensive stipend dis-
bursement solution. This col-
laboration is an initiative of
Jazz Business, which has the
largest and most comprehen-
sive portfolio of B2B ICT ser-
vices and is currently serving
95 of the top 100 PSX listed
companies. In the approval
phase with NADRA for biom-
etric integration, the project
will benefit over 100,000
PSDF&#39;s students across
Punjab. The DVV system
will digitize students’ data
by collecting, biometrically
verifying, and validating it
against NADRA&#39;s da-
tabase. It will also help in-
tegrate trainee profiles into
PSDF&#39;s management
information system, validate
student attendances, and
monitor the distribution of
training learning resources.
Using portable biometric de-
vices, the system will ensure
reduced staff- hours, quicker
turnaround times, and the
elimination of fake and ghost
trainees. Moreover, through
JazzCash, allocated monthly
stipends will be deposited di-
rectly into the trainees&#39;
accounts, giving them instant
access to stipend and subse-
quently increasing digital fi-
nancial inclusion. Jawad Khan,
The Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of PSDF, stated: “PSDF
is the most modern and tech-
nology-savvy development
sector company in Pakistan.
The partnership with Jazz in
the deployment of advanced
technologies at PSDF training
partner locations is part of our
continuous efforts to deliver
digital solutions to manage our
entire operation.” Ali Naseer,
Chief Business Officer of Jazz,
said, “Jazz Business provides
unique solutions, offering reli-
ability, costeffectiveness, and
efficiency to our customers.
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AIOU designs
time tll!l'allllll
nolicy

GHULAM MURTAZA

ISLAMABAD: Allama Igbal
Open University (AIOU)
has designed time duration
policy for the educational
programs offered through
open distance learning
mode (ODL). This policy
will be effective from spring
2020 semester and it would
be applicable to the stu-
dents seeking fresh admis-
sion in this semester.
According to the details,
minimum duration for the
completion of matriculation
and intermediate programs
is two years (4 semesters)
while maximum duration
would be five years.

On the other hand, minimum
duration for all post graduate
diplomas is one year (2 se-
mesters) and maximum du-
ration is three years. Similar-
ly, maximum duration for B
Ed (1.5 years) is three years
and for B Ed (2.5 years) is
five years. For 4 years pro-
grams including BS/ BBA
and B.Ed, maximum dura-
tion is eight years. Like-
wise, maximum duration for
M.Ed is three years and for
all master’s programs is four
years. Moreover, students
failing to earn their certifi-
cates, diplomas and degrees
within the maximum time
limit will be required to take
readmission.

ATC extends
judicial
remand

of lawyers

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: An Anti Ter
rorism Court (ATC) on Fri-
day extended the judicial re-
mand of five lawyers involved
in vandalizing the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) building
during a protest. The court
also sent another lawyer to
jail on judicial remand and
adjourned the hearing of
post arrest bail petitions of
three accused due to law-
yers’ strike. ATC Judge Raja
Jawad Abbas Hassan heard
the case pertaining to van-
dalizing the IHC building by
the violent protesters.

The lawyers including secre-
tary district bar Liagat Man-
zoor Kamboh, Sardar Najam
Abbas, Muhammad Umer,
Zafar Khokhar and Khalid
Mehmood were brought
from the jail and produced
before the ATC judge.

The police also produced
another lawyer Asadul-
lah who was arrested last
day in the same case. The
court extended the judicial
remand of Liagat Manzo-
or Kamboh till March 2,
while the remand of Sardar
Najam Abbas and Muham-
mad Umer till March 3, and
Zafar Khokhar and Khalid
Mehmood’s remand was ex-
tended till March 4.

The court, however, send
Asadullah and Raja Zahid Me-
hmood to jail till February 26.
Secretary Islamabad High
Court Bar Association (IHC-
BA) Sohail Akber Chaudhry
and other lawyers also ap-
peared before the court. The
same court also adjourned
hearing on bail petition of Li-
aqat Manzoor Kamboh, Mu-
hammad Umer and Khalid
Mehmood till February 22,
due to lawyers’ strike.

Three-day
workshop on
Islamic law
from Monday

Kuayam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: A three-day
workshop on the scope and
importance of Islamic Law
would start from Monday
(Feb 22) at Gomal Univer-
sity in collaboration with
Sharia Academy, Interna-
tional Islamic University
Islamabad.

The importance of the work-
shop on Islamic Law is to
acquaint students and teach-
ers with the scope of Sharia
law,”said Vice Chancellor
Gomal University Dera Is-
mael Khan Prof. Dr. Iftikhar
Ahmed. A meeting chaired
by VC was held to review
the arrangements for the
workshop, said a handout
issued here.

Vice Chancellor Prof Dr. Ift-
ikhar Ahmed remarked that
the job of universities was to
provide research and train-
ing along with education.
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ISLAMABAD: V/Admiral Iftikhar Ahmed Rao presenting his book “Elements of Blue Economy” (recently published by IPS Press,
the publishing arm of Institute of Policy Studies) to Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mehmood Qureshi
in the concluding session of 9th International Maritime Conference. — DNA

evelopment in E-12 to be
completed in 3 years: CDA

The projects on which work has been completed include overhead bridge, laying
of new line, widening of roads and other projects including special grounds

ISLAMABAD: The Capital Development
Authority (CDA) is working on various de-
velopment projects in which some projects
have reached completion while several mega
projects are under implementation in this re-
gard development activities have also started
in the sector E-12 and its sub-sectors.

Ongoing and new projects in Islamabad will
be completed on time and PWD underpass
on expressway will be completed by April
this year. Talking to APP on Friday, CDA
spokesman Syed Asif Raza Shah said that
progress was being made on important de-
velopment projects in urban and rural areas
of Islamabad under the leadership of CDA

CDA restores 80% street lights

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development Authority (CDA) has restored 80% street lights across
the city and colorful lights are being installed in underpasses and flyovers to enhance their
beauty. On the other hand 1102 conventional lights have been replaced by LED lights in
different areas of the city. According to detail, the administration of CDA is committed
for enhancing the beauty of capital city. Street lights have been restored at Express Way,
Srinagar Highway, Jinnah Avenue, Margalla Road, 7th avenue, 9th avenue, F-6, F-7, F-10,
G-10 and other commercial areas, main roads and services roads. Conventional lights are
also being replaced by LED lights. Colorful lights are also being installed and 90% work on
restoring and installing new lights in parks of the city has been completed. Patrolling team
of CDA is continuously restoring the street lights which are disorder since long. CDA has
allocated 10 vehicles and staff for addressing the complaints of the masses. - DNA

Chairman Amir Ali Ahmed.

The projects on which work has been com-
pleted include overhead bridge, laying of new
line, widening of roads and other projects

including special grounds.
development projects in Islamabad include
Interchange on Expressway, Rawal chowk
and other numerous development projects

Similarly, new

including Seventh Avenue and Kashmir Road
are currently under construction.

Timely completion of these projects will cre-
ate more facilities for the citizens, he added.

The spokesperson said that the best team
of CDA is working under the leadership of
Chairman CDA which is striving to make the
capital the most beautiful city in the world.
He said that the construction of PWD under-
pass on Islamabad Expressway will be com-
pleted by the end of April this year by the
CDA management while the earthwork and
pipe work of East and West ramp of the said
project will be completed soon.

Due to the interest of the present admin-
istration in the construction work, work is
also in progress for the completion of sever-
al important pending projects. He said that
development works costing Rs. 309.861 mil-
lion have also been started in Sector E-12
and its sub-sectors E-12/2 while tenders for
new development works worth Rs. 272.8
million have been issued. - APP

" Providing justice
to masses at their

doorstep top priority

The IGP directed all senior officers
that they must listened complaints
of citizens and welcome them In
Khuli Kacheries with open arms and
provide maximum relief to them

ISLAMABAD: Police is organizing “Khuli Kacheries” in
the city to resolve public grievances and to provide justice
at their doorsteps. Police spokesperson said in the light
of the orders of IGP Islamabad Qazi Jameel-ur-Rehman,
10 Khuli Kacheries have been organized so far in which
large number of local dignitaries, civil society, business
community have participated and this initiative will con-
tinue. During the Khuli Kacheries, the officers listened
to the issues of citizens, various problems were solved on
the spot and while other were assured to be resolved soon
on merit. These Khuli Kacheries were very popular in the
public and the initiative of the police is being appreciated.
IGP Islamabad in his message said that the purpose of
holding these Khuli kacheries is to solve the problems
faced by the citizens on priority basis, to promote the
police community, to reduce the gap between police
and public, to give access to a common man to senior
police officer. Objective of this he said, was to eliminate
menace of corruption and to ensure prompt justice by
finding out their problems. The IGP said that, when
true justice is provided to the people at their doorstep,
these measures will enhance the honor and dignity of
the police. He added that the step will remove barriers
between the police and the public, and create an atmos-
phere of trust. “When public issues will be resolved

automatically, citizens will be happy to help the police
\in curbing crime”, IG Islamabad observed. - DNA Y,

Admin
retrieves
over 171

kanals land

RAWALPINDI:  Rawalpindi
district administration accom-
panied by the local police has
launched a grand operation
against land mafia and re-
trieved over 171 kanals state
and private land from the oc-
cupation of the encroachers.
According to a District Ad-
ministration  spokesman,
the administration on the di-
rectives of Deputy Commis-
sioner Rawalpindi Capt®
Anwar ul Haq conducted an
operation in ‘Moza Khana
Dak’ here in Sadiqabad area
and retrieved nearly seven
kanals private land from the
occupation of land grabbers.
The owner of the land, Amir
Hayat had given an applica-
tion to the Deputy Commis-
sioner in an open kutchery
against the land grabbers.
The operation was conduct-
ed under the supervision of
ADCR Capt. ® Muhammad
Shoaib Ali, AC Saddar and
ASP Saddar. Meanwhile, an
operation was also conduct-
ed in ‘Kalyam Awan area,
Gujar Khan’ and nearly six
kanals state land was re-
trieved. - DNA

Kite flying ban openly violated
as ‘Basant’ celebrated

Raija PErvaiz

RAWALPINDIL: The ban on
kite flying and metallic strings
and aerial firing was openly
violated here in cantonment
areas on Thursday night and
Friday as 'Basant' was cele-
brated while police claimed
to have netted 36 violators
besides recovering 4774 kites
and 69 kite flying string rolls.
According to details, the
residents expressed con-
cerns over Kite flying and
use of metallic strings,
banned by the Punjab gov-
ernment, adding that such
violation was a question
mark on the performance of
the authorities concerned.

The administration has
failed to implement the ban,
a citizen said adding, Tench
Bhatta, Peoples Colony,
Kiani road, Bakra Mandi,
Dhoke Syedan, Tahli Mori,
Dhari Hasanabad, Lalkurti
and many other areas were
noticed where the activity
was openly done especially
on Thursday night and Fri-
day. There was also aerial
firing with the kite flying.

Locals said that the metallic
strings used for flying kites
injured many persons, add-
ing that it could have taken
their lives. The citizens said
that kite flying could lead
to traffic accidents. They
demanded of Chief Minis-
ter Punjab and the district
government to strictly im-
plement the ban of kite fly-
ing which may take lives of
innocent citizens.

Though, earlier City Police
Officer (CPO) Ahsan Younas
had said that strict action
in accordance with the law
would be taken against the
ban violators but despite
their operations and raids
in different areas, the ban
was violated. Strict action
should also be taken against
those who demonstrated
negligence and laxity in this
regard and could not stop
the activity which is illegal.
Owing to easy availability,
children purchased kites
and violated the ban not
only on rooftops but even
on roads. The local social,
political and religious cir-
cles have demanded the
government to take notice

of the sheer violation of
kite-flying ban and order a
stern action against the vio-
lators to save public life.
They also demanded the
police to ensure a complete
ban on sale of kite and flying
along with the sale of fire-
works. Meanwhile, police
claimed to have arrested 36
kite flying ban violators and
recovered over 4774 kites
and 69 kite flying string
rolls. The police spokesman
informed that police under
the supervision of Senior
Superintendent Police (SSP)
Operations and Superinten-
dent Police Potohar conduct-
ed raids to arrest the ban vi-
olators while the teams also
conducted monitoring and
surveillance through drones
and other cameras.

He informed that Race
Course police arrested
nine namely Owais, Sajaw-
al, Sher Khan, Muhammad
Khan, Tahir, Shan Ali and
other and seized 1403 kites
and 20 string rolls. R.A.Ba-
zaar police rounded up two,
Shahzor and Abu Bakar on
recovering of 250 kites and
two kite flying string rolls.

GCOMSTECH, Cuban embassy to work together

H. E. Prof. Dr. Choudhary appreciated the vision of the Ambassador and his support to Pakistan at the
critical moments. He also invited His Excellency to visit COMSTECH headquarters in Islamabad

IBrRAR KHAN

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator Gen-
eral, COMSTECH, Prof. Dr. M.
Igbal Choudhary along with Dr.
Syeda Tanveer Kausar Naim,
Former Chairperson, Pakistan
Council for Science and Technol-
ogy, UNESCO International Ad-
visory Board (IAB), had a meet-
ing with H.E. Mr. Zéner Javier
Caro Gonzdlez, the Ambassador
of Republic of Cuba on Feb. 18,
2021 at the Embassy of Cuba in
Islamabad to discuss avenues of
cooperation for capacity building
of OIC member states.

During the meeting
agreed upon that COMSTECH
would work closely with the es-
teemed Embassy of the Repub-
lic of Cuba and collaborate with
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Cuba for capacity build-
ing of OIC member states in
the fields of virology, vaccines,
nutrition,
training of paramedical staff.
H. E. Prof. Dr. Choudhary ap-
preciated the vision of the Am-
bassador and his support to Pa-
kistan at the critical moments.
He also invited His Excellency
to visit COMSTECH headquar-
ters in Islamabad.
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CTO
distributes
pamphlets

among
bikers

SHuiaatr Hamza

RAWALPINDI: City Traffic
Officer (CTO) Rawalpin-
di Mazhar Igbal on Friday
distributed awareness pam-
phlets and back view mir-
rors among motorcyclists
under an ongoing aware-
ness campaign launched by
Education Wing of CTP.

On the occasion, the CTO
said that one glance can
save a two wheelers life as
most of the road accidents
and deaths of the bikers re-
ported due to non-usage of
back view mirrors.
Side-view mirrors are an im-
portant road safety aid, he
said, the CTP have taken a
new initiative to make roads
safer for two-wheeler riders.
He said, the CTP were
making efforts to spread
awareness about the rear
view mirror which must be
used by the two-wheeler
riders, as these mirrors are
the rear eye of the drivers
during heavy flow of traffic
on roads. The CTP Edu-
cation Wing officials have
been directed to make the
two-wheeler riders aware
of the importance of rear
view mirror, he informed.
Mazhar Igbal directed the
CTP education wing to ac-
celerate the public aware-
ness campaign about traffic
rules and road safety.

PSEB to sign
MoU with
PSX soon

AsBID Raza

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Software Export Board
(PSEB) will sign a Memo-
randum of Understanding
(MoU) with Pakistan Stock
Exchange (PSX) soon, en-
suring sustainable growth
of Pakistan’s IT sector in
the country. The MoU is
a giant leap forward for
the development of Paki-
stan’s IT Industry, said a
news release.

This would be the first-ev-
er MoU between PSEB
and Pakistan Stock Ex-
change. The aimed is to in-
crease the number of list-
ed technology companies
on the PSX Main Board &
GEM Board which would
in turn help to strengthen
the financial ecosystem for
IT sector growth and build
a strong brand image of
Pakistan’s IT industry in
the international markets.
There are significant bene-
fits for Pakistani technolo-
gy companies to list on the
stock exchange.

By listing on the stock ex-
change, a company gains
instant credibility and stat-
ure with prospective clients
and suppliers.

US officially
back in
Paris accord

DNA

WASHINGTON: The
United States on Friday
officially returned to the
Paris climate accord, with
President Joe Biden’s
administration vowing to
make the environmental
battle a top priority.
Exactly one month after
Biden took office and
immediately moved to
rejoin, the world’s larg-
est economy and second
largest carbon emitter
was formally back in the
2015 accord aimed at
confronting the planet’s
dangerously rising tem-
peratures.

The re-entry of the Unit-
ed States means that
the Paris accord again
includes virtually every
country after Biden’s pre-
decessor Donald Trump
made the United States
the sole outlier.

“Climate change and sci-
ence diplomacy can never
again be ‘add-ons’ in our
foreign policy discus-
sions,” Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said in a
statement saluting the re-
turn of the United States.
“Addressing the real
threats from climate
change and listening to
our scientists is at the
center of our domestic
and foreign policy pri-
orities. It is vital in our
discussions of national
security, migration inter-
national health efforts,
and in our economic di-
plomacy and trade talks.”
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1held for
aerial firing,
displaying
weapons on
social media

RAWALPINDI: Police on
Friday claimed to have ar
rested an accused on the
charges of aerial firing,
displaying weapons and up-
loading its videos on social
media. An accused Tahir
Naseer resorted to aerial
firing, displaying weapons
openly and uploading its vid-
eo on social media, a police
spokesman. Receiving infor-
mation, a special team un-
der the supervision of SHO,
Kahuta conducted raid at
a place in the and arrested
the accused. Police also
recovered 1 pistol 30 bore
with ammunition from his
possession.

Dr Ishrat
appreciates
NTC

ISLAMABAD: Advisor to the
Prime Minister on Institu-
tional Reforms and Austerity
Dr Ishrat Husain Friday visit-
ed the National Telecommu-
nication Corporation (NTC)
Headquarters, Islamabad and
got a briefing on working of
the corporation and Nation-
al Data Centre (NDC). NTD
Managing Director  Brig.
(Retd.) Vigar Rashid Khan
gave a detailed briefing to
the advisor on performance
of the NTC and NDC, a news
release said. Dr Ishrat appre-
ciated the MD and NTC man-
agement for the phenomenal
development of Information
Communication Technology
(ICT) infrastructure in the
public sector departments
without any assistance from
the federal government.
During the briefing, the
MD said it had always been
NTC’s endeavor to provide
the latest state of the art
telecom and ICT services to
the valued customers of all
public sector organizations.
“The NTC is probably one
of the few federal Organiza-
tions which has recovered
from a loss making entity
to a profitable organization.
NTC has earned a record
profit of Rs.578 Million in
last FY 2019-20 especially
during COVID-19 Pandem-
ic,” he said. The NTC, dur-
ing COVID-19 Pandemic,
also provided the Data Host-
ing platform and Video Con-
ference System to the federal
government for hosting of
their entire data and for
conducting Prime Minister
Office, Cabinet, Economic
Coordination ~ Committee
and National Command and
Operation Centre meetings
in a safe and secure environ-
ment. — APP

Imam for
providing
seed on
subsidised

rates

ISLAMABAD: Minister
for National Food Security
and Research Syed Fakhar
Imam on Friday said that
government would provide
subsidy on cotton seeds
fertilizers, pesticides for
the eradication of white fly
in order to promote cotton
crop in the country.

He said that Economic Co-
ordination Committee of
the Cabinet had approved
the subsidy and it would be
disturbed with close coor-
dination of provincial gov-
ernments. Talking to media
men, the minister further
said that agriculture sector
was badly neglected by the
previous governments and
incumbent government has
allocated huge amount for
the development of agricul-
ture sector. Imam said that
agriculture development
was among the highest pri-
orities of current govern-
ment and it was allocating
all possible resources for its
uplift. In order to provide
proper information about
the crops, pesticides and
diseases, a web portal is
being designed that would
keep updated. He said that
plant breeders bill and oth-
er legislation regarding ag-
riculture development was
pending from years, adding
that current government
has passed these bills and
finalised other monetary
policy measures.

He said that cotton which
was the most important
crop was effected badly,
adding that efforts would be
made to revive the crop for
socioeconomic uplift of the
country. Besides, work on
different agriculture sector
development projects were
in progress which initiated
under National Agriculture
Emergency Program, add-
ing that projects would be
completed to enhance fish-
eries, livestock and crops
enhancement. — APP
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RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and industry (RCCI) signed MoU with PVTC - Punjab Vocational Training

Council. Both organisations had discussion on long term partnership and collaboration. — DNA

Internal divisions need work
to tackle hybrid warfare

The high Commissioner expressed these views during his visit to the Rawalpindi
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (RCCI) here on Thursday. He was accompanied
by Deputy head of Mission and Political Consular, Christo Janse Van Noordwyk

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The Centre for Aer-
ospace & Security Studies (CASS)
organised an international webinar
on ‘Hybrid Warfare against Paki-
stan: Challenges and Response Op-
tions’, here in Islamabad to discuss
the complex dynamics of hybrid war
that are at play in South Asia and an-
alyse how they are taking a toll on
the country’s national security.
Speakers from Pakistan and the
United Kingdom highlighted that
Pakistan, like any developing coun-
try, has its own set of vulnerabili-
ties, with its major challenges being
identity conflict, ethnic and sec-
tarian divide, poor economy, poor
governance, political instability and
weak institutions. All these serve
as ominous assets of exploitation
for India which has been using grey
zone tactics to destabilize and harm
Pakistan.

In his Introductory Remarks, Air
Marshal M Ashfaque Arain (Retd),

Director, Strategic Defence and
Security at CASS, said that spear-
headed by non-traditional use of
power centres, not only great pow-
ers but various middle powers were
also engagingin hybrid warfare to
destabilize, demoralize and disin-
tegrate their core adversaries. He
added that India has been contin-
uously waging hybrid war against
the country since its inception. This
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hasbeen expedited more recently
with increased funding and train-
ing separatist militias in Pakistan,
conducting economic subversion by
politicizing international bodies like
FATF and carrying out diplomatic
sabotage in the form of disinforma-
tion campaigns, revelations by EU
Disinfolab are the latest example of
Indian endeavours.

Conceptualizing the theory and

w

practice of hybrid warfare, Sir Law-
rence Freedman, Professor Emeri-
tus, King’s College London,outlined
that sabotage, propaganda and
deception had always been part of
war strategy and there was nothing
new in hybrid warfare.However, he
argued that duration, more than
decisivenesshad become a critical
factor in war because if the enemy
proved to be resilient, then over

time non-military factors become
progressively more important. In
such cases, the ability to absorb a
surprise attack and draw out a war
was the winning strategy, he em-
phasized. In his view, modern soci-
ety’s dependence on the Internet
had provided new opportunities to
opponents to cause problems that
were not there before, not only to
spread information, but also disin-
formation on a wide scale. “An ad-
versary would always pick up and
amplify divisions within a state, so
the response option has to be based
on reducing fissures and divisions
within one’s society”, he remarked.
On the subject of ‘India’s Hybrid
Warfare against Pakistan’, former
High Commissioner of Pakistan
to India Ambassador (Retd) Abdul
Basitobserved that the ongoing 5th
generation warfare was all about
keeping Pakistan politically unsta-
ble, economically weak and regional-
ly and internationally maligning the
country; and its objectives ranged
from Kashmir to Afghanistan.

CDA retrieves

250 kanal land
during operation

-

N

PM urges youth to
plant more trees

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Capital De-
velopment Authority (CDA)
retrieved 250 kanal govern-
ment’s land from land mafia
by conducting operations in
Sanyari and Chontra here
on Friday. According to
detail, the administration
of CDA is continuously con-
ducting operations against
encroachments, illegal con-
structions, and land grab-
bers in the city. Operations
are being conducted under
the supervision of the de-
partment of Enforcement.
Heavy machinery of the
department of MPO is be-
ing used for carrying these
operations. 110 rooms, 51

washrooms, 20 kitchens,
and 35 water tankers were
demolished during the op-
eration of CDA in Chontra.
More than 200 kanal land
was retrieved by operation.
Similarly, CDA also con-
ducted operation in Sanyari
and retrieved more than 50
kanal land. The land mafia
had done constructions at
the land of CDA on both the
said places. The mafia was
also involved in illegal buy-
ing and selling of the land.
They were also doing new
constructions at the site.
The land grabbers were
issued notices for demol-
ishing the constructions
two times before conduct-
ing the operation. But, the
land grabber did not coop-

FaisaL. Munir

ATTOCK: Prime Minister Imran
Khan has urged the youth to play
their due role in making the Ten Bil-
lion Tree Tsunami drive a success
to protect the country from adverse
impact of the climate change. Ad-
dressing the launching ceremony of
Spring Tree Plantation Campaign at
Ghazi Barotha this afternoon, he said
\trees are vital to preserve the future

raised by Malik Amin Aslam,
the special assistant on climate
change, for the area, Imran Khan
announced setting up of Special
Technology zone at Kamra. He said
the entire Punjab, including Attock
district, will be provided with uni-
versal health coverage under Insaf
Health Card by the end of this year.
The Prime Minister said it has
been government’s policy to give
priority to local people for jobs in
projects established in an area

of coming generations as Pakistan is
amongst the ten most affected coun-
tries of the world by the negative im-
pact of the climate change. He asked
the youth to protect trees and the
government will provide them sports
grounds. Imran Khan said 70 percent
of Lahore’s tree cover was eroded
and the previous regimes paid no
heed to that regard. He said we have
to plant more trees to reverse the ad-
verse impact of climate change.

Responding to some demands

boundary walls, 38 DPC, 52

erate with CDA.

[ SASSI to promote
Pakistan-Russia
bilateral trade ties

ISLAMABAD: South Asian Strategic Stability Institute (SAS-
SI) University on Friday forged a close collaboration with the
Pakistani diplomat based in Russia and business fraternity
forums to promote Pak-Russia bilateral trade cooperation
and strategic understanding. Director General South Asian
Strategic Stability Institute (SASSI) University Dr. Maria
Sultan held meeting with Honorary Consul General of Pa-
kistan St Petersburg and Leningrad Region Russia, Dr Ab-
dul Rauf Rind, Secretary General US/Pakistan International
Chamber, Pakistan Chapter Malik Sohail Hussain and Paki-
\_stan Japan Business Forum Dilawer Khan. — APP

J

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of the Kyrgyz Republic to Pakistan, Erik Beishembiev, in a group photo
with Pakistani businessmen and members of the global Entrepreneurs Organization (EO). - DNA

Responding to a question, he said killing of any non-Muslim or damaging their property has nothing to
do with Islam. The killer of a non-Muslim doctor who was killed in Peshawar has been arrested.

Kuayyam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: The forced mar-
riages and conversions to Islam
were against the teachings of Is-
lam, Special aide to Prime Min-
ister on Religious Harmony and
Middle East, Hafiz Tahir Ashrafi
said Thursday.

Addressing, ‘National Interfaith
Women Conference’ held un-
der the aegis of Church of Pa-
kistan and Interfaith Harmony
Councils, Ashrafi, who is also
Pakistan Ulema Council chair-
man urged minorities living in
Pakistan not be intimidated as
the state will stop those who try

to harm them. The honor and
status bestowed on women by
the Holy Prophet Mohammad
(S.A.W) is unmatched anywhere
else. Islam is the protector of
the rights of minorities and state
was responsible to ensure the
protection of the rights of every
Pakistani living in the country.
Responding to a question, he
said killing of any non-Muslim
or damaging their property has
nothing to do with Islam. The
killer of a non-Muslim doctor
who was killed in Peshawar has
been arrested.

Elements accomplice in terror-
ism and extremism activities in
the name of Islam are not mak-

ing any service to Islam and are
not friends of Islam.

The sanctity of all religions and
holy places of all the schools of

thought must be respected, he
said adding government was in
constant coordination with hu-
man rights organizations and
NGOs with objectives to invite
them to seek solution on differ-
ent issues through dialogue.

Some conspiring forces misuse
social media to fan unrest and
anarchy in Pakistan, he said add-
ing endeavors were being made
to restrict misuse of blasphemy
law. Ashrafi urged Human Rights
Organizations and NGOs to
come forward and play positive
role for promotion of interfaith
harmony. He said Interfaith Har-
mony Councils are being organ-
ized at Union Councils level.

Police
submit
challan in
Osama Satti
murder case

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The police
on Friday submitted in-
terim challan to an Anti
Terrorism Court (ATC)
in Osama Satti murder
case against five police
personnel. ATC Judge
Raja Jawad Abbas Hassan
instructed to shift the
case to the ATC Judge
Shahrukh Arjamand. The
court observed that the
case challan had been
submitted and instructed
to share the challan cop-
ies with the five accused.
The court extended the
judicial remand of the
accused and adjourned
hearing till March 5.

Admin-Faculty
Badminton
C’ship held

DNA

RAWALPINDI: The first
Faculty and Staff Bad-
minton Championship
was organized by the Di-
rectorate of Sports at Pir
Mehr Ali Shah Arid Agri-
culture University Rawal-
pindi (PMAS-AAUR),
here on Friday.
PMAS-AAUR Vice Chan-
cellor Prof. Dr. Qa-
mar-uz-Zaman was the
chief guest while eight
teams from different
departments participat-
ed in the championship
under men’s double cat-
egory. The final match
was won by the Adminis-
tration team comprising
Nadeem Ahmad Malik
Principal Officer Public
Relations & Publication
and Fazeel Sultan Assis-
tant Registrar Purchase
while the faculty team
comprising Dr. Awais and
Dr. Muhmmad Kashif of
Veterinary Faculty de-
clared as runner up with
a score of 19-21, 21-18,
21-13. At the end, the
Chief Guest distributed
trophies and certificates
among winners and also
appreciated efforts of
players and the Sports
Department.

Commission
seeks proposals
to ensure
minorities’ rights
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The One-man
Commission on Implemen-
tation of Minorities Rights,
constituted by the Supreme
Court, has sought recom-
mendations of all the pro-
vincial police departments
on the implementation of
the apex court verdict to
ensure protection of minor-
ities’ rights.

Commission head Dr Shoaib
Suddle chaired a meeting of
the Inspectors General of
Police (IGPs) of all the prov-
inces, including Gilgit-Bal-
tistan (GB), and Additional
IGP from Islamabad Capital
Territory Police to review
the matters pertaining to
forced conversions and
marriages of non-Muslim
girls, and implementation
of paragraph 37 of the SC’s
Minority Rights Judgment
in the suo motu case (SMC)
1 of 2014.

Dr Suddle said the forced
conversions of religion and
marriages were mostly tak-
ing place with Hindu and
Christian girls in Punjab
and Sindh, which were dam-
aging the country’s image at
the global level.

He called for a separate data
of such crimes from the pro-
vincial police departments
so that recommendations
could be formulated for
proper legislation.

A foolproof mechanism
should be devised in order
to ensure proper age deter-
mination of the victim girls,
he stressed.

Dr Suddle asked the IGPs
to modify investigation pat-
terns and official hierarchy
leading investigation pro-
cess in the matter of forced
conversions and marriages
of minority girls.

He said in case of forced
marriages, there should be
thorough investigation to
verify whether the girls had
given their consent willingly
or through coercion.

Dr Suddle also directed the
police high-ups to take steps
for curbing hate speech and
material related to minori-
ties, filling vacant positions
on minorities’ quota in their
respective departments,
and raising a dedicated
force in their domains for
the protection of minorities’
religious places.



Visit to Sri Lanka

HE Prime Minister’s upcoming visit to Sri Lan-

ka dominated news on Thursday, but not neces-

sarily for the right reasons. The reports of his
address to the Parliament being cancelled overshad-
owed the rest of his itinerary. It must be remembered
that even with this change, the PM will be meeting
both the President and Prime Minister, alongside the
business community of the island state.
The Pakistani Prime Minister’s visit to Sri Lanka is im-
portant because Sri Lanka is a key regional partner and
with Indian designs for hegemony Pakistan’s relation-
ship with South Asian nations is ever more important.
Let it not be forgotten that Pakistan and Sri Lanka have
firm brotherly ties and both countries have defeated the
menace of terrorism and sacrificed much for peace.
The bonds between the two countries run deep and
direct flights between the two were also established
which have been suspended post Covid. These must
be resumed. Pakistan and Sri Lanka also benefit from
a shared affinity for cricket, among other things. The
Prime Minister enjoys international renown as a sports-
man, and this too will no doubt afford him an extremely
warm welcome in Columbo. Regional stability depends
on well-meaning and upright nations such as Sri Lanka
and Pakistan forming a bulwark against malicious de-
signs. For the prosperity of both peoples, the leader-
ships must work together to walk in step.
This two-day visit must be a charm offensive, while
also bringing us opportunities for partnership, as well
as greater people-to-people ties and tourism exchang-
es between Sri Lanka and Pakistan. Prime Minister
Imran Khan must mirror the success he has had on
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Public inconvenience

HE 2021 edition of Pakistan Super League

(PSL) will kickstart February 20, with a match

between Karachi Kings and Quetta Gladiators.
Just days after South Africa’s tour, the beginning of
PSL means that cricket has come home with a very
loud bang. Indeed, the sport brings entertainment and
joy to Pakistanis whose love for it knows no bounds.
However, it is also true that the environment in which
cricket with international stars is organised causes
great inconvenience to ordinary citizens’ lives. They
face difficulties in performing their day-to-day activities
smoothly during any scheduled matches.
Hopefully, Karachi’s residents will continue with their
normal routine this time even when players move to
the stadium for playing matches at the National Sta-
dium. While hearing a petition regarding the cricket
hassles, the Sindh High Court (SHC) got reassurance
from police authorities that cricket would not disrupt
the metropolitan city’s normalcy.
The visits of more international players to Pakistan in-
dicates that the environment is conducive for hosting
contests here at home. But this should be done in a way
where authorities can take security arrangements and the
daily routine of a city hand in hand. Some may see the traf-
fic jams as a small price to pay for bringing international
cricket home. But ordinary people do not think that way.
It is easier to keep players safe if there are no long trav-
el plans through the busiest streets involved. Ordinary
citizens will also find commuting easier. This is what the
Sindh government needs to replicate in Karachi. Con-
structing lodging facilities for players near stadiums will
help better management of cities’ activities and alleviate
security concerns that we have grown accustomed to with

previous foreign outings.

international sportsmen visiting.

Electoral legislation of Uzbekistan: Effects of steadiness

Makhmud Istamov

The adoption of the
Election Code allowed
to systemize the norms
of electoral legislation,
eliminate similar norms

and unify this sphere

of legislation. The
draft Code was subject
to international legal
examination by the

Venice Commission

and a conclusion was
obtained. The Code has
implemented a number
of international election

standards, as well as
recommendations of
the OSCE Office for
Democratic Institutions
and Human Rights. As a
result, the Election Code
has been enriched with a
number of improvements.
These important changes
include: allowing the
participation in the
elections of persons
who have committed
misdemeanors and
crimes not constituting
great social danger

XACTLY one year has passed since the Parliamentary

and Local elections held in our country on the basis of

the new legislation. In a democratic state and society,
it is paramount that the will of the people is respected above
all else, without deviation. Article 7 of the Constitution of the
Republic of Uzbekistan stipulates that “the people are the sole
source of state power” and Article 32 states that “Citizens of
the Republic of Uzbekistan shall have the right to participate
in the management of public and state affairs, both directly
and through representatives”. The President of the Republic
of Uzbekistan. These rights find their practical expression ex-
actly in the elections. The dedication of a separate chapter in
the Constitution to electoral issues has served as an important
legal basis for the formation of the national electoral legislation
of the country. At the same time, this constitutional provision
is an important factor in the continuous improvement of elec-
toral legislation in Uzbekistan. From this point of view, if we
focus on the changes that have taken place in the electoral leg-
islation and practice in recent years, we can see a high degree
of efficiency of the systematic reforms in the field of national
elections. Over the past six years, Uzbekistan has held two
parliamentary and two presidential elections. The extensive
practical and legal experience gained during these elections,
as well as the recommendations made by both national and
international observers, have played an important role in im-
proving electoral legislation.
In 2014, amendments were introduced to Article 117 of the
Constitution of the Republic of Uzbekistan, the Central Elec-
tion Commission was granted constitutional status and guar-
antees of its formation and independent activity were estab-
lished. The independence of the CEC members is guaranteed
by the fact that their term of office is not limited in time and
they are elected by local representative bodies and parliament.
H.E. Mrs. Tanzila Narbaeva, the Chairperson of the Senate of
the Oliy Majlis (Parliament) of the Republic of Uzbekistan.
According to the Law of 2015 and presumption of innocence it
was determined that polling stations should be set up in tem-
porary detention places to ensure that persons under investi-
gation and whose guilt is not established by legal order partic-
ipate in the elections. The number of signatures in support of
presidential candidates has also been sharply reduced, based
on international electoral standards. Specifically, the required
number of signatures was reduced from five to one per cent of
the total number of voters. In 2019, on the initiative of Presi-
dent Shavkat Mirziyoyev, the adoption of a single and unified
Election Code, which included five existing election laws and
dozens of by-laws, created an important legal basis for raising
the electoral practice to a high quality level. The Parliament
of the Republic of Uzbekistan. The adoption of the Election
Code allowed to systemize the norms of electoral legislation
(codification), eliminate similar norms and unify this sphere
of legislation. The draft Code was subject to international le-
gal examination by the Venice Commission and a conclusion
was obtained. The Code has implemented a number of inter-
national election standards, as well as recommendations of the
OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights
(ODHIR). As a result, the Election Code has been enriched
with a number of improvements.
These important changes include: allowing the participation in
the elections of persons who have committed misdemeanors
and crimes not constituting great social danger; abolishment of
15 reserved seats for Ecological Movement in the Legislative
Chamber of the Oliy Majlis; participation in the observations of

elections by the representatives of non-governmental non-prof-
it organization - citizens’ self-government bodies; allowing vot-
ers to sign in support of one or more political parties or presi-
dential candidates. H.E. Mr.Nurdinjon Ismailov, the Speaker of
the Legislative Chamber of the Oliy Majlis (Parliament) of the
Republic of Uzbekistan. Reforms in the electoral legislation
and practice have been widely recognized not only by the par-
ticipants of the electoral process, but also by the international
community. This was also evident in the 2019 elections to the
parliament and local Kengashes.

Specifically, the report of OSCE ODIHR’s fullfledged Election
Observation Mission in connection with the 2019 parliamentary
elections under the slogan “New Uzbekistan — New Elections”
acknowledges a number of positive changes. In particular, the
Mission emphasizes in its report that “the elections took place
under improved legislation and with greater tolerance of inde-
pendent voices. There is more acceptance of free expression.
The contesting parties presented their political platforms and
the media hosted debates, many aired live. The Election Code
incorporates several previous ODIHR recommendations and
brings the legal framework closer in line with OSCE commit-
ments and other international obligations and standards for
democratic elections. The elections showed that the ongoing
reforms need to continue”. Undoubtedly, the updated electoral
legislation of 2019, as well as the strengthening and widening en-
vironment of openness and transparency in our country, allowed
the Central Election Commission to organize the parliamenta-
ry elections and raise it to a new, higher level. H.E. Mr. Akmal
Saidov, the First Deputy Speaker of the Legislative Chamber of
the Oliy Majlis (Parliament) of the Republic of Uzbekistan What
are the systematic changes that are being steadily implemented?
The formation of a single electronic voter list to ensure the im-
plementation of the principle of “one voter — one vote” has be-
come a completely new practice in the national electoral system
of Uzbekistan. The list includes information on more than the
20.5 million citizens of voting age and was used during the previ-
ous elections. Political parties and candidates have been provid-
ed with more opportunities than ever before to hold pre-election
meetings. The 26 TV debates they held were all broadcast live.
All this contributed, for the first time in the history of modern
Uzbekistan, to elections held in a true competitive environment.
The opportunity of all our compatriots living abroad to vote is an-
other important change. At 55 polling stations established in 38
foreign countries, 112,411 citizens exercised their constitutional
right to vote. In the previous elections, only registered citizens in
the diplomatic missions of our country abroad could participate
in the elections. During the preparation for the elections, about
180,000 members of election commissions were trained in prac-
tical seminars. One of the most important innovations in the na-
tional electoral system of Uzbekistan - for the first time in the his-
tory of our country persons who have committed misdemeanors
and crimes not constituting a great social danger had the honor
to vote. Thus 4,308 such individuals exercised their right to vote
in the previous elections. A mechanism for a rapid response to
media, social networks and citizens reports of electoral violations
has been created which also allowed appropriate legal action to
be taken if necessary. Through this mechanism, the results of the
elections of the local representative bodies in two constituencies
were declared invalid and the process of repeat elections was used
for the first time in the national electoral practice.

It should be noted that this is, first of all, a clear confirmation of
changes in the socio-political environment of new Uzbekistan,
the principles of democracy, openness and transparency are be-

ginning to be implemented. The whole world is watching with
interest as the reforms are being steadily implemented, which
require great wisdom, patriotism, a huge devotion to national
traditions and ideas of modern democracy and a strong political
will. The adoption and successful implementation of the Elec-
tion Code was a major step towards further strengthening and
improving our national electoral legislation, which was formed
during the years of independence, and relied on our nearly thirty
years of experience in conducting democratic elections.
For the first time, the Central Election Commission has devel-
oped analytical information on the parliamentary elections in
2019, which, along with the achievements in the organization of
elections, reflected the shortcomings and problems, the meas-
ures to be taken. Further improvement of our national electoral
legislation, to bring it in line with universally recognized interna-
tional standards is a continuous and ongoing process.
The recommendations of international organizations on the im-
provement of the electoral system will be taken into account and
implemented in compliance with the ongoing structural reforms
in our country, of course, based on the national traditions and
unique cultural values of our people. At the same time, the anal-
ysis of Uzbekistan’s scores in the World Democracy Index over
the past six years in the “Electoral Process and Pluralism” cat-
egory raises some concerns and we hope that our international
partners will pay more attention to this issue. For six years in a
row from 2014 to 2019, the score of Uzbekistan was the same —
0.08 in the World Democracy Index “Electoral Process and Plu-
ralism”. According to the criterion of “free and fair elections” of
the Transformation Index, compiled by the Bertelsmann Foun-
dation - 2. However, we believe that the effective reforms im-
plemented in the electoral system of Uzbekistan in 2019 alone
will significantly improve these numbers. As noted, it would
be considered fair if the next international rankings reflect the
adoption of a single Election Code and the analytical reports
of influential international organizations published in 2020. Of
course, the ultimate goal is not to improve the numbers in the
rankings. The most important thing is to firmly establish democ-
racy, which is steadily strengthening in new Uzbekistan, and to
further improve the conditions that serve to expand the elector-
al rights of citizens. On 5 February 2021 elected New Chairman
of the Central Election Commission Zainiddin Nizamhodjaev.

— Makhmud ISTAMO is the Member, Central Election

Commission of the Republic of Uzbekistan

Valentine’s Day — a well misunderstood reality

Munir Ahmed

Valentine’s Day has many
tales associated with it.
The most cited one is that
the day is commemorated
in memory of 3rd century
Saint Valentine of Rome
who was beheaded by the
emperor on February 14,
which has been observed
as the Feast of Saint
Valentine since 496 AD

RETENDING that I know nothing about Feb-

ruary 14, I put up a post on my Facebook page

asking my about 5000 ‘friends’ what is Febru-
aryl4 about? Less than fifty responded hesitantly.
Most of them wrote on my wall, “we have nothing
to do with it” or making jokes about the post. No
one dare to say that it is a day of love - a day of red
roses, chocolates and red balloons. Perhaps for only
one reason that, in Pakistan, the day is explicitly
termed as the day promoting the pre-marital sexual
relations. This is quite unfortunate.
No doubt, Valentine’s Day is mostly celebrated by
the youth world over according to their social and
cultural norms or may be exceeding limits in many of
the cases. But, the day is the most cursed demon in
Pakistan. Against the day are mostly the social hypo-
crites and the religious fanatics. They have their own
arguments without differentiating between love and
courtly lovemaking. Every year, they start shouting
on the sellers of the red rose, cards of the day, and
red heart-shaped balloons which are usual gifts of
the day. They have shown their rowdy and violent be-
haviour against the sellers of these products at many
places in Pakistan in the past years. It is just because
of the misconceptions denoted to the day and spread
all over by the religious extremists.
Valentine’s Day has many tales associated with it.
The most cited one is that the day is commemo-
rated in memory of 3rd century Saint Valentine of
Rome who was beheaded by the emperor on Feb-
ruary 14, which has been observed as the Feast
of Saint Valentine since 496 AD. From the High
Middle Ages this Saints’ Day has been associated
with a tradition of courtly love. However, with the
evolution over the centuries, the day has emerged

as a significant element of the culture around the
world promoting love among men and women, and
a feast for the family too.

Each year on February 14, according to world’s
leading US greeting cards and gift company Hall-
mark, more than 170 million cards — not includ-
ing packaged kids’ valentines — are exchanged.
But in Pakistan, religious groups oppose the idea
of celebrating Valentine’s Day and have termed it
an un-Islamic practice. The government, unfortu-
nately, caves in to their absurd demands and Val-
entine’s Day celebrations in the country have been
‘panned’ through a court order. Many moderates
believe that the decision should be repealed and
the day may be celebrated as a feast within the so-
cial and religious limits. Renowned Islamic scholar
Javed Ahmed Ghamdi has already said that the day
may be adopted as we have imported other western
days after excluding un-Islamic part of it. Feasts
within limits are not prohibited in Islam.

A huge economic activity is also attached with this
day like many other international and global days in-
cluding Father’s Day, Mother’s Day and several oth-
er social and environmental days. The importance
of such days is imperative in pledging our commit-
ment to pursuing the objectivity related to the day.
Celebration and feast is also significantly attached to
these days just to enjoy the fun filled moments with
the loved ones, and to make them memorable.
Religious fanatics — who have a habit of declaring
just about everything ‘un-Islamic’ — believe that Val-
entine’s Day is a western concept and ‘spoils the
morals of our youth’. It is very strange that conflict-
ing concepts of jihad can be imported from extremist
organisations for vested interests, but the festivals

and feasts of spring are frowned upon. Cultures,
being the living phenomenon, consistently keep on
attracting new additions. The local norms and values
edit the parts of a fest not relevant to the society. So,
the festivity goes on in the localised formats.
The Islamabad High Court in a ruling a couple of
years back had ordered a ban airing the Valentine’s
Day promotions. In pursuance of the orders, the
Pakistan Electronic Media Regulatory Authority
(PEMRA) reminds every year the TV and radio
channels to comply with the court orders. The no-
tification says, “In the meanwhile, respondents are
directed to ensure that nothing about the celebra-
tions of Valentine’s Day and its promotion is spread
on the electronic and print media. No event shall
be held at official level and at any public place.”
Three years back, speaking on a TV channel, well-
known Islamic scholar Javed Ahmed Ghamdi also
spoke on the positive aspect of the Valentine’s Day
saying, if I exactly recall, “even if it is western tra-
dition, we can benefit from the positive approach
of the day that is only meant to promote and cele-
brate love. And, the love can be among the siblings,
spouses and parents. There shall be no harm if this
day brings an opportunity for a family or spouses
and those who are engaged to each other for mat-
rimony to exchange cakes, chocolates, flowers and
greeting cards expressing heart-felt sentiments, or
dine out at the public places without indulging into
anything contrary to social and moral values.”
— The writer is a freelance journalist and
broadcaster, Director Devcom-Pakistan, a
policy advocacy and outreach think tank in
Islamabad. His email: devcom.pakistan
@gmail.com Twitter Handle: @EmmayeSyed
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“These legislative chang-
es may have the poten-
tial to pave the way for
people from outside the
former state of Jammu
and Kashmir to settle
in the region, alter the
demographics of the
region and undermine
the minorities’ ability
to exercise effectively
their human rights,” the
experts said. They urged
the Government of India
to ensure that the eco-
nomic, social and cultur-
al rights of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir
are protected, and that
they are able to express
their political opinions
and participate meaning-
fully in matters affecting
them. The experts said
they were in contact with
the Indian government on
this matter.

Irag sees
record cases
as lockdown

begins

BAGHDAD: New lockdown
measures came into effect in
Iraq on Friday as it recorded
its highest new coronavirus
caseload in 2021 - double the
daily figures from less than a
week ago. Earlier this week,
health authorities announced
new overnight curfews would
begin on February 18th, from
8:00 pm until 5:00 am, as well
as full lockdowns on Fridays,
Saturdays and Sundays.

On its first full lockdown day
on Friday, Baghdad’s main
roads were clear of the usual
traffic and security forces had
set up new checkpoints to
stop violators. Pharmacies re-
mained open and restaurants
were allowed to provide deliv-
ery service only, but all oth-
er businesses were ordered
shut. On Thursday evening,
AFP  correspondents saw
customers lining up outside
pharmacies and supermar-
kets to buy face masks as the
new measures included a fine
of 25,000 Iraqi dinars ($17)
for anyone not wearing one.
The sudden demand sent
prices soaring from 2,500
1QD (less than $2) to 6,000
1QD for a box of 50 medical
masks. — APP

US hits
Belarusian
officials with
travel bans

ForeiGgN DEsk

MINSK: The United States
on Thursday imposed trav-
el restrictions on 43 Bela-
rusian nationals identified
as taking part in President
Alexander  Lukashenko’s
“crackdown” on protesters
and journalists.

The US action was an-
nounced by Secretary of
State Antony Blinken in a
statement that followed the
sentencing Thursday of two
journalists who had lives-
treamed an enormous pro-
test in Minsk in November.
Katsiaryna Bakhvalava, age
27, and Daria Chultsova,
23, both of the Polish-fund-
ed Belsat TV channel were
sentenced to two years in
prison covering the protest.
The State Department also
noted raids by Belarusian
authorities on February
16 on Vyasna, an associa-
tion of journalists, and on
independent trade union
workers. Blinken’s state-
ment said the US “remains
alarmed by the Lukashenka
regime’s continuing vio-
lent crackdown on peaceful
protesters, pro-democracy
activists, and journalists”.
The sanctions restricting
travel to the US apply to
“high-ranking justice sector
officials, law enforcement
leaders and rank-and-file
personnel who detained and
abused peaceful demonstra-
tors”, Blinken’s statement
said. In addition, judges
and prosecutors involved in
sentencing protesters and
journalists, as well as aca-
demic administrators who
threatened students for par-
ticipation in protests were
also sanctioned. More than
33,000 people have been
detained in a violent crack-
down on protests against
Lukashenko’s rule following
a contested election last Au-
gust that his opponents have
said was rigged to extend
his rule, according to the
Reuters news service. The
crackdown has prompted
Western countries to impose
new sanctions on Minsk.
Lukashenko has refused to
step down, buttressed by
support from Moscow, which
sees Belarus as a buffer state
against the European Union
and NATO.

Foreign minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi at Ministry of Foreign Affairs. — DNA

US offers to restart talks
over Iran nuclear deal

The state department later said it was open to an “informal meeting” with the so-called P5+1 - the parties to the
agreement including Iran - that a European Union official has offered to host. It is the most concrete step the Bid-
en administration has publicly made towards direct engagement with Tehran on the nuclear deal to date

ForeiGN DESK

WASHINGTON: The United States
has said it was ready to restart talks
with Iran to revive a 2015 nuclear
agreement, reversing former Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s decision to
walk out of the landmark deal that
was aimed at preventing Tehran
from acquiring nuclear weapons.

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken, after a meeting with his
European partners on Thursday,
stressed President Joe Biden’s po-
sition that Washington would return
to the accord formally known as the
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA) if Tehran came into full

compliance with the deal.

The state department later said it
was open to an “informal meeting”
with the so-called P5+1 - the par-
ties to the agreement including Iran
- that a European Union official
has offered to host. It is the most
concrete step the Biden adminis-
tration has publicly made towards
direct engagement with Tehran on
the nuclear deal to date. However,
Iranian foreign ministry spokesman
Saeed Khatibzadeh seemed to im-
mediately throw cold water on the
suggestion, tweeting on Friday “It is
now only Iran and P4+1”.
“Gestures are fine. But to revive
P5+1, US must Act: LIFT sanc-
tions,” he wrote.

Iran has in recent months stepped
up its nuclear activity in breach of
the deal blaming the US and Eu-
ropean powers - the other signa-
tories to the deal - of reneging on
their commitments. Tehran says
Washington and European powers
must be first to return to its com-
mitments under the historic 2015
nuclear deal.

Iran has also threatened to stop
part of International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) inspections of its
nuclear facilities scheduled for Feb-
ruary 21 if the other signatories do
not implement their own commit-
ments under the deal.

European powers Britain,
France and Germany - a group

known as the E3 — and the US on
Thursday warned Iran it would
be “dangerous” to limit UN nu-
clear agency inspections.

“If Iran comes back into strict com-
pliance with its commitments un-
der the JCPOA, the United States
will do the same and is prepared
to engage in discussions with Iran
towards that end,” said a joint state-
ment issued at the meeting in Paris.
Iran began breaching the deal in
2019, about a year after Trump
withdrew and reimposed punish-
ing economic sanctions.
Responding to the four nations’
statement, Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Mohammad Javad Zarif said on
Thursday that Washington should

make the first move.

“Instead of sophistry & putting
onus on Iran, E3/EU must abide
by own commitments & demand
an end to Trump’s legacy of #Eco-
nomicTerrorism against Iran,”
Zarif said in a tweet.

“Our remedial measures are a
response to US/E3 violations.
Remove the cause if you fear the
effect,” he continued. “We’ll follow
ACTION w/ (with) action.”

He said in a second tweet on
Friday: “US unconditionally &
effectively lift all sanctions im-
posed, re-imposed or re-labeled by
Trump. We will then immediately
reverse all remedial measures.
Simple: #CommitActMeet.”

DNA

cricket enthusiasts in Pakistan.

KARACHI: Pakistan’s leading eCom-
merce platform announces it’s part-
nership with the HBL PSL 2020’s
runners up Lahore Qalander as their
official merchandise partner. This
exclusive partnership between Daraz
and Lahore Qalanders will help estab-
lish both sides to target different seg-
mented audiences. The platform aims
to bring a unique shoppertainment
experience for users with support of
tech innovation and gamification for

\The eCommerce platform will be sell-

announced shortly.

Ammar Hassan, Chief Marketing Of-
ficer, Daraz Pakistan said, “Daraz being
the pioneer in the eCommerce sector

‘Qalandar partners with Daraz
to provide its merchandise

ing the exclusive merchandise of the
team for HBL PSL season 6. The con-
sumers and fans of the franchise and
the eCommerce platform will be able to
buy the team’s merchandise at an exclu-
sive price aided by discounts and deals
offered during the tournament.

Daraz stands at the forefront of bring-
ing a one of a kind experiences to mil-
lions of users by getting a chance to win
official merchandise through live vide-
os, competitions and the exclusive One
Rupee Game that are scheduled to be

about team of HBL PSL.”

passion for the said sport.

aims to uplift the industry of sports
merchandising. To achieve this, we
have partnered with the most talked

“We are thrilled to welcome Daraz as
our sponsor partner. This is an exciting
partnership which will help us achieve
the segmented audience. We hope that
both the organisations will maintain a
healthy professional relationship.” said
Atif Rana, Owner of Lahore Qalanders.
With this partnership in order, Daraz
will be using the platform to target
the audience for Qalander’s High Per-
formance Centres. This initiative will
help in identifying the talent with the

GAWADAR: The world’s most beautiful and scenic Gawadar cricket stadium hosted an exhibition

match for the first time. Match between Showbiz Sharks & Gawadar Dolphins. — DNA

Esra Bilgic joins
Zalmi for PSL 6

SrortS DESk

KARACHI: Turkish star
Esra Bilgic aka Halima

) Sultan of Drilis: Ertu- 4 Stadium will host 14
grul has been appointed matches including Play-
‘goodwill ~ ambassador’  ,ffs and final.

for the Pakistan Super
League (PSL) season 6.

Taking to Twitter, the
franchise confirmed
Bilgic as their good-

will ambassador for this
year’s mega event.

Remember, Peshawar
Zalmi won the PSL title
in 2017 in Lahore. It must
be noted here that PSL 6
will take place from Feb-
ruary 20 to March 22 in
Karachi and Lahore. Na-
tional Stadium will host
20 matches in the first
phase whereas Gadd-

Undefeated IoBM
wins HEC Badminton
Championship

across Karachi. The third

DNA place was secured by Kara-

chi University. The Sindh

KARACHI: The Institute Badminton Association
of Business Management (SBA) provided the Tech-
(IoBM) remained undefeat- nical Officials (Referees)

ed to win the HEC Intervar-
sity Zone ‘G’ Badminton
Boys Championship 2020-
21. IoBM defeated IBA (3-2)
in the finals. The two-day
event (February 17-18) was
organized under the aegis
of the HEC - Pakistan Uni-
versity Sports Board, Is-
lamabad. The tournament,
hosted by IoBM, included
eight university teams from

for all matches. President
SBA, Mr. Adnan Siddiqui,
and Secretary-General,
Mr. Farhan Lashari were
present throughout the
event. [oBM’s alumnus,
Ms. Palwasha Bashir, the
current and 10-time Wom-
en’s Double Badminton
National Champion was
the Chief Guest during the
closing ceremony.

The meeting has been convened to discuss “Reimagining Equality: Eliminating racism, xenophobia and
discrimination for all in the Decade of Action for the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)”

NEW YORK: The President of
Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC), Ambassador Munir
Akram of Pakistan, Thursday called
for “bold” action for eliminating
existing structural racism and in-
justice, saying promotion of equal-
ity and non-discrimination must
remain a priority for the world com-
munity.

“The COVID-19 crisis has revealed
existing inequalities in unequal
access to food, education, health,
housing, as well as access to justice.
It has also incited xenophobia and
discrimination,” he said in his open-
ing remarks to a Special Ministerial
Meeting of the 54-member Council.
The meeting has been convened

1 to discuss “Reimagining Equality:

Eliminating racism, xenophobia
and discrimination for all in the
Decade of Action for the Sustaina-
ble Development Goals (SDGs)”.
“We must address the Structur-
al inequalities in economic, so-
cial and political spheres,” the
ECOSOC chief said.

Noting that reducing inequalities is
at the heart of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, Ambas-
sador Akram said, “Leaving no one
behind is also the overarching prin-
ciple for this universal framework.”
During the seventy-fifth anniver-
sary of the United Nations last
September, he pointed out that
the world leaders committed to
addressing the root causes of
inequalities, including violence,

human rights abuses, corruption,
marginalization, discrimination in

all its forms, poverty and exclu-
sion, as well as lack of education

and employment.

“Solidarity and cooperation among
countries, societies, communities,
and individual citizens is the only
possible way to eliminating racism,
xenophobia and discrimination for
all,” the ECOSOC chief said.
Stressing the need to re-imagine
the economic and financial mod-
els, priorities and assumptions,
Ambassador Akram said, “They
need to be people-centered and
serve humanity. Systems that
perpetuate racism and inequali-
ties must be dismantled.”

“Time,” he added “is of the es-
sence; we have reached a tipping
point in which economic, social and
environmental inequalities are in-
tersecting in intolerable ways.”

From Page 01

Dr Turner said, “Gwadar
has so much potential as a
cricket venue. As we know
the UK and Pakistan re-
lationship is very strong
because cricket is in our
blood. “The cricket ground
in Gwadar, I think, is the
most beautiful in the world.
I hope the England Cricket
Team might play here one
day.” The High Commis-
sioner saw the long-term
potential of Gwadar to be a
sporting, leisure and busi-
ness centre for Pakistan,
as well as how it could be
a key hub to connect Ba-
lochistan with the rest of
Pakistan, as well as neigh-
bouring countries. During
his visit the High Commis-
sioner underlined that any
inward investment must be
environmentally  friendly
and should benefit the local
community. The visit was
also an important oppor-
tunity for the High Com-
missioner to tour Gwadar
port facilities and discuss
key investment issues with
political and government
figures, including Ali Zaidi,
Minister for Maritime Af-
fairs, and Fawad Chaudhry,
Federal Minister for Sci-
ence and Technology. Dr
Turner was joined by Mike
Nithavrianakis, the UK’s
Deputy High Commission-
er in Karachi and Trade
Director for Pakistan.

Daska hy-
nolls: 2 dead
during

From Page 01

According to  sources,
PML-N’s thug Javed Butt
murdered PTI worker Ma-
jid by firing at him and
severely injured Sajid,”
tweeted Dr Shahbaz Gill.
“The PML-N is full of
goons such as Gullu Butt
and Javed Butt. These are
criminals, politics is just
a cover-up. Every drop of
blood will be accounted
for,” he added. The city’s
traffic situation worsened
because of the clash. The
atmosphere outside the

polling station remains
tense as no law enforce-
ment agency remained

present outside the Gond-
ka polling station where
the firing incident took
place and where current-
ly charged-up workers of
both political parties are
face-to-face.

PML-N, PTI
hiame each
other

From Page 01

The PML-N leader said
the shooting took place
in the presence of police,
adding that a case should
be registered against the
Punjab Chief Minister,
IG Punjab and CCPO for
the incident. Meanwhile,
Special Assistant to Chief
Minister Punjab on Infor-
mation Dr Firdous Ashiq
Awan said that the firing of
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) leader’s
guard led to the death of
two citizens during by-elec-
tion in Daska. Addressing a
press conference in Daska
on Friday, she said that the
PML-N leadership tried to
sabotage the election staff,
adding that those who were
empowered by the law were
busy benefiting the PML-N.
The SAPM said that an
army of royal family held
the constituencies hostage
in Daska, while the workers
were harassed outside the
polling stations.

Amla
appointed
Zalmi’s
coach

Sports DESK

KARACHI: Legendary
South African batsman,
Hashim Amla has been ap-
pointed as batting coach-
cum-mentor of Peshawar
Zalmi for the second con-
secutive PSL season.

While sharing his thoughts
after rejoining PSL, Amla
said he is excited to see
cricket fans here once
again. “I am happy to be
back with Peshawar Zalmi
in PSL. I am really looking
forward to the start of this
super exciting league and I
hope my team wins the title
this year,” he said. Remem-
ber, Zalmi won the PSL ti-
tle in 2017 in Lahore. It is
pertinent to mention here
that PSL 6 will start on Feb-
ruary 20 here at National
Stadium. Karachi will host
20 matches whereas La-
hore will host 14 matches
including Playoffs and the
final on March 22.
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Baku lauds
Indonesia
statement

DNA

BAKU: A letter of apprecia-
tion was sent to the Indone-
sian colleagues on behalf of
the Azerbaijani parliamen-
tary Working Group for In-
terparliamentary ~ Contacts
between Azerbaijan and In-
donesia, the Press and PR
Department of the Azerbai-
jani parliament told media
on Feb. 19. Leader of the
Azerbaijani  parliamentary
Working Group for the Azer-
baijani-Indonesian Interpar
liamentary Contacts Bakhti-
yar Aliyev has sent a letter of
appreciation to the Leader of
the Indonesia-Azerbaijan In-
terparliamentary Friendship
Group Muhammad Igbal.
The letter lauds the politi-
cal statement passed by the
Chamber of Representatives
of the Republic of Indonesia
in connection with the 29th
anniversary of the Khojaly
Genocide. In accordance
with the letter, the statement
in question is based on his-
torical facts and references
to the known resolutions of
the UN Security Council. Ali-
yev thanks the colleagues on
behalf of the whole Working
Group for the fraternal sup-
port expressed by the Parlia-
ment of Indonesia.

The Azerbaijan Republic at-
taches a great importance
to the furtherance of bilat-
eral cooperation with the
friendly Republic of Indone-
sia in every field available,
the letter says. “Mr. Aliyev
writes with confidence that
the interparliamentary col-
laboration created through
a combined effort will con-
tinue deepening henceforth,
which, in turn, will serve to
strengthen the current rela-
tions between our nations,”
the letter said.

Australia to
push ahead
with news law

WEB DESK

CANBERRA: Australian
Prime Minister Scott Mor
rison promised on Friday to
press ahead with a new law
to force Facebook to pay
media organisations for their
content after a news blackout
triggered outrage not only in
Australia but in other coun-
tries where governments are
considering similar laws.

Facebook stopped its 13 mil-
lion Australian users from
viewing and sharing news on
Thursday, stripping the pag-
es of domestic and foreign
news outlets of content in a
sharp escalation of a dispute
over Australia’s plan to force
technology giants to pay pub-
lishers for their content.

The blackout also erased
content on the pages of
emergency services, health
authorities and non-profit
organisations, adding to the
outrage. Morrison, who later
condemned Facebook on its
own platform for “unfriend-
ing” Australia, said on Friday
the leaders of Britain, Can-
ada, France and India had
shown support. “There is a
lot of world interest in what
Australia is doing,” Morrison
told reporters in Sydney.

“That is why I invite ... Face-
book to constructively en-
gage because they know that
what Australia will do here is
likely to be followed by many
other Western jurisdictions.”

Russia blasts
ECHR ruling
on Navalny
case

WEB DESK

MOSCOW: Russia on
Thursday called a ruling
by the European Court of
Human Rights (ECHR) on
opposition figure Alexei
Navalny “illegal” and an
intrusion in its internal
affairs. “The decision is
illegal. It is a very serious
attempt to interfere in in-
ternal court cases, which,
from our point of view, is
unacceptable,”  Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Pesk-
ov told reporters in Mos-
cow. Russia is not looking
for confrontation, but the
haste and obvious bias in
making such a decision
raises a lot of questions,
he added. Europe’s top
human rights court urged
Russia on Wednesday to
immediately release Na-
valny, saying the govern-
ment could not provide
“sufficient safeguards for
his life and health.” The
ECHR, based in Stras-
bourg, France, is an in-
ternational court of the
Council of Europe which
interprets the European
Convention on Human
Rights. It has 47 member
states, including Russia.

Pakistani envoy to enhance
Pak-Indonesia educational links

Later on, the Ambassador visited the Al-Azhar Mosque, where he was received by Honorable Prof.
Dr. Jimly Ashiddique, the chairman of the supervisory board of the Al Azhar Islamic Education

DNA

Ambassador Muhammad Hassan, accompa-
nied by the Deputy Head of Mission, Mr.
Muhammad Faisal Fayyaz, visited Al-Azhar
University, and the Al-Azhar Foundation in
Jakarta today. At the university, the Ambas-
sador was received by Professor Dr. Ir. Asep
Saefuddin, the Rector of the University and
a renowned academic. During their detailed
meeting, both sides discussed the possible
areas of cooperation between the university
and the Embassy. Ambassador Hassan high-
lighted the need for enhanced educational
collaboration between the universities of

)

Pakistan and Indonesia especially exchange
of students and faculty, for the mutual bene-
fit of both the countries.

Later on, the Ambassador visited the Al-Azhar
Mosque, where he was received by Honora-
ble Prof. Dr. Jimly Ashiddique, the chairman
of the supervisory board of the Al Azhar Is-
lamic Education Foundation (YPI Al Azhar),
and Drs. Sobirin, Chairman of the Executive
Board of the Foundation. At the mosque, the
Ambassador delivered a speech covering the
current status of bilateral relations between
Pakistan and Indonesia, especially in the
fields of educational collaboration and Islamic
affinity. The Ambassador also touched upon
the issues being faced by the Muslim Ummah

Foundation (YPI Al Azhar), and Drs. Sobirin, Chairman of the Executive Board of the Foundation

today, including Islamophobia, Palestine, and
Jammu & Kashmir dispute. He described in
detail, the ongoing wave of intolerance and
state sponsored repression against minori-
ties (especially Muslims) in India with special
reference to the plight of the Muslims of the
Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu & Kashmir
(IIQJK). The Ambassador conveyed Paki-
stan’s strong rejection to the illegal actions
of the Indian Government, of trying to bring
the demographic changes in the area. He
expressed firm resolve of the Government
of Pakistan to support the case of Jammu &
Kashmir at all forums. He also urged the In-
donesian brothers and sisters to raise their
voices against this injustice being done to the

r—jfa‘

Kashmiri Muslims. At the end, Ambassador
Hassan appreciated the great service being
done by the Al-Azhar Foundation Indonesia,
in promoting education across the country
and expressed desire to work together with
the foundation in bringing the people of the
two brotherly countries closer.

Al Azhar foundation is one of the biggest
and the oldest organization in Indonesia,
established in 1952. The organization has
more than 200 institutions under its umbrel-
la, from Kindergarten to High Schools and
a University. The Embassy of Pakistan and
Al-Azhar foundation have a history of close
collaboration, and both sides are working to
further enhance this partnership.

ForeigN DESk

YANGON: A young woman
protester in Myanmar who
was shot in the head last
week as police dispersed a
crowd has died, her broth-
er said, marking the first
death among opponents
of the February 1 military
coup since they began
demonstrating two weeks
ago. News of her death on
Friday came as police and
soldiers arrested about
50 people in the northern
town of Myitkyina, a hu-
man rights activist said,
after breaking up a pro-
cession carrying banners
of detained government
leader Aung San Suu Kyi.
Mya  Thwate  Thwate
Khaing, who had just
turned 20, had been on life
support since being taken
to hospital on February 9,
after she was hit by what
doctors said was a live bul-
let at a protest in the cap-
ital, Naypyidaw. “I feel re-
ally sad and have nothing
to say,” said her brother,
Ye Htut Aung, speaking
to the Reuters news agen-
cy by telephone.

Her death could become a
rallying cry for the protest-
ers who were again on the
streets on Friday.

“I'm proud of her and I'll
come out until we achieve
our goal for her,” protester

Myanmar female
protester dies

Nay Lin Htet, 24, told Reu-
ters at a rally in the main
city of Yangon. The news
comes as Myanmar’s mili-
tary coup leaders stepped
up its crackdown against
protesters that  have
emerged in smaller towns
and cities across the coun-
try, indicating a hardened
approach against dissent
despite growing interna-
tional pressure and ex-
panded sanctions. In the
northern city of Myitkyina,
images on social media
showed on Friday the mili-
tary rounding up protesters
and blocking the streets in
the northern city near the
border with China. Several
people in civilian clothes
were seen being hauled up a
military truck as uniformed
personnel march nearby.
One video shared by the
Myanmar Civil Disobedi-
ence Movement showed
government forces break-
ing up a march and chas-
ing away protesters at a
crowded street. One of-
ficer was later shown try-
ing to destroy the banner
bearing an image of Aung
San Suu Kyi.

Another video posted by
US-based news website
The 74 Media showed sev-
eral people, among them
journalists carrying their
cameras, running away as
they were being pursued
by government forces.

[ US reaffirms Saudi |
‘defence partnership’

WASHINGTON: The United States has reaffirmed its “strate-
gic defence partnership” with Riyadh in the face of renewed
attacks by Yemen'’s Houthi rebels against Saudi Arabia during
a call between US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin and Sau-
di Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman (MBS). MBS, who
is also Saudi defence minister, reviewed bilateral relations
with Austin, especially in defence cooperation, Saudi state
news agency SPA said. A Pentagon statement said the US
and Saudi counterparts spoke “to reaffirm the strategic
defence partnership between the United States and the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia”. “The secretary condemned the
recent Houthi cross-border attacks on Saudi Arabia and ex-
pressed his commitment to assisting Saudi Arabia in the
defence of its borders,” added the statement. Houthi rebels
have stepped up cross-border drone and missile attacks
in recent weeks as they resumed an offensive to seize
the Saudi-backed government’s last major stronghold in
northern Yemen’s Marib province. “We discussed the
continued commitment to the 70-year US-Saudi security
partnership, and I’'m looking forward to working togeth-
er to achieve regional security and stability,” said Austin
in a statement. Friday’s phone call came days after the
White House said it would deal with the king, not the
crown prince. US President Joe Biden said this week
he plans to recalibrate US relations with Saudi Arabia
and will conduct diplomacy through Saudi King Salman
bin Abdulaziz rather than his powerful son, the crown
\_prince, widely referred to as MBS. - Foreign Desk /

NASA lands rover, first-ever
helicopter on Mars

MonIToRING DESK

WASHINGTON: The USA’s
Perseverance rover has suc-
cessfully landed on Mars
with a helicopter called In-
genuity strapped to its belly.
The Mars 2020 mission is
seen as a first step towards
bringing samples of Martian
rock back to Earth.

It may be last but by no
means least — NASA’s Mars
2020 is the third mission to
have successfully arrived at
the Red Planet in the space
of 10 days. It's the USA’s
largest Mars rover and it’s
carrying the first-ever Mars
helicopter. The “show,” as
NASA put it, started late

morning Pacific Time (early
evening in Central Europe).
But it was another two hours
before the USA’s latest rov-
er, Perseverance, touched
down on the surface of Mars
at 20:56 UTC. To land on
Mars, the rover started its
descent at a speed of over
20,000 kilometers per hour
(12,000 miles per hour). A
parachute and a powered
descent mechanism then
slowed the rover to about
3 km/h before a large sky
crane lowered it on three bri-
dle cords down to the surface
of the planet, touching down
on its six wheels. As planned,
Perseverance landed at Jeze-
ro Crater, just north of the
Martian equator, in a region

called Isidis Planitia. It's a
region well-traveled by Amer-
ican landers, including the
Curiosity rover, which is still
active. But Curiosity is about
3,700 kilometers (2,300
miles) away at Gale Crater.
Utopia Planitia is also not too
far away, relatively speaking.
That’s where China intends
to land its first Mars rover in
May. Three Mars missions
launched in July 2020. Aside
from NASA’s Mars 2020,
there is the Emirates Mars
Mission and China’s Tian-
wen-1. The UAE and Chi-
nese missions are centered
around spacecraft orbiting
the Red Planet. But as men-
tioned above, Tianwen-1 will
also attempt to land a rover

on Mars later this year. By
far the more experienced
Mars explorer is the USA.
And they have gone straight
for the jugular, and that with
an added bonus. First, it’s
landed Perseverance, NA-
SA’s largest-ever Mars rover.
The rover will search for wa-
ter and other signs of life be-
low the surface of the planet.
It will also collect rock and
soil samples and deposit
them in canisters, which
— it is planned — will be
collected by joint US and
European missions and
brought back to Earth
within the next 10 years.
Then, there’s that helicop-
ter, Ingenuity, strapped to
the belly of the rover.

Gambia: Ambassador Arain
presents his credentials

LA

DNA

DAKAR: H.E. Dr. Ali Ahmed Arain,
High Commissioner of Pakistan to
the Republic of The Gambia, with res-
idence at Dakar, presented his Creden-
tials to His Excellency Mr. Adama Bar-
row, President of the Republic of The
Gambia in an impressive ceremony
held at the State House of The Gambia
on 10 February 2021. The High Com-
missioner was escorted to the State
House by a large motorcade. He was
received by the Head of State Protocol
and the Chief of Staff of the President.
During the 30-minute audience, the

High Commissioner presented his
Letters of Credence to the Presi-
dent which accredited him as the
High Commissioner of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan in The Gam-
bia. The High Commissioner, on be-
half of the President and the Prime
Minister, conveyed best wishes to
President Barrow, the Government
and the people of The Gambia. He
also shared proposals relating to
cooperation in the fields of Higher
Education, Agriculture, Trade, De-
fence, Infrastructure, Tourism and
Information Technology. The High
Commissioner expressed his desire
to work for further strengthening the

relations between the two brotherly
countries. President Barrow warmly
welcomed the High Commissioner to
the State House. Appreciating friendly
relations between Pakistan and The
Gambia,
warm wishes to the President,
Prime Minister and the people of
Pakistan. He appreciated the pro-
posed initiatives of the High Com-
missioner and assured that the gov-
ernment of The Gambia would do
its best to get them materialized.
The High Commissioner thanked the
President for such warm welcome and
presented a hand-made Pakistani car-
pet, which he greatly appreciated.

the President extended

Tebboune described the dissolution of the parliament as part of reforms after voters approved
amendments to the constitution aimed at giving parliament more powers in November last year

ForeigN DESk

Algerian President Abdelmadjid Tebboune
has dissolved the lower house of parliament
and called for snap legislative elections as ac-
tivists have launched a campaign to mobilize
the street again against authorities.

“I decided to dissolve the assembly and call
elections to build a new institution,” Tebboune
said in a televised address to the nation, with-
out giving a date for the vote.

The five-year lower house of parliament was
formed after the May 2017 election which saw
allies of deposed President Abdelaziz Boutefli-

ka winning a clear majority.

Tebboune described the dissolution of the
parliament as part of reforms after voters
approved amendments to the constitution
aimed at giving parliament more powers in
November last year. He also announced that
a government reshuffle would take place
“within 48 hours at most”, and ordered the
release of about 60 detainees of the “Hirak”
protest movement that ousted his predeces-
sor, Bouteflika, in 2019.

The release of protesters, who have been in
detention since the protests broke out on Feb-
ruary 22, has been one of the major demands
of the Hirak. “We have vowed to meet all de-

mands raised by the Hirak,” Tebboune said in
the speech. His speech comes amid calls on
social media to stage street marches to mark
the second anniversary of the demonstrations.
The Arab Weekly reported that opposition
activists launched a large campaign on social
media to turn the movement’s second anni-
versary into a launchpad for a new wave of an-
tiregime protests. The new announcements
are seen as an attempt to appease protesters.
Thousands of people staged a protest in the
town of Kherrata, the cradle of the Hirak, on
Tuesday to mark the second anniversary of
the movement, defying coronavirus restric-
tions. They chanted “President Tebboune is a

forger brought in by the army” and “the gen-
erals in the trash.” The protesters called for
“a civilian, not military state,” “the release of
detainees” and “the exit of the authorities and
the generals,” bringing back memories of the
political protests that swept Algeria between
2019 and 2020 before the government banned
marches in March last year as part of meas-
ures to curb the spread of the coronavirus.
Tebboune, once a prime minister under
Bouteflika, was elected in December 2019
amid protests demanding the removal of the
whole ruling elite, with many people boycott-
ing the vote as they saw it as unfair and not
transparent.

Huawel exec
loses UK

court bid

LONDON: A senior exec-
utive for the Chinese tech
giant Huawei lost a British
High Court bid Friday to ac-
cess banking records which
she said would help her bat-
tle extradition from Canada
to the US. Huawei chief fi-
nancial officer Meng Wan-
zhou - whose father is the
Chinese company’s founder
and CEO Ren Zhengfei -
has been in a two-year bat-
tle against extradition over
charges Huawei violated US
sanctions on Iran.

Meng is accused in the
US of defrauding HSBC
by falsely misrepresenting
links between Huawei and a
company that sold telecoms
equipment to Iran.

In the UK ruling, High
Court Judge Michael Ford-
ham rejected the applica-
tion and ordered Meng to
pay £80,000 ($111,000,
92,000 euros) towards HS-
BC’s legal costs. The judge
said the Canadian court in
Vancouver, where the exec-
utive’s extradition hearing
is being considered, was the
“appropriate forum” to de-
cide whether the HSBC re-
cords were necessary for a
fair hearing. “I have no real
confidence that I am proper-
ly equipped to judge wheth-
er and if so what HSBC doc-
uments would be needed
to secure a fair hearing for
the applicant in Canada,” he
said. Meng’s arrest on a US
warrant during a Vancouver
stopover in December 2018
- and Beijing’s subsequent
detention of two Canadians
- caused a major diplomat-
ic rift between Canada and
China. She has denied hid-
ing Huawei’s relationship
with the covert subsidiary
Skycom in Iran from HSBC.

Rouhani,
European
Council
head discuss
nuclear deal

ForeiGgN DEsk

TEHRAN: Iran’s President
Hassan Rouhani and Presi-
dent of the European Coun-
cil Charles Michel spoke
over phone to discuss ways
to revive the 2015 nuclear
deal. Following the conver-
sation on Thursday evening,
Michel tweeted that the Eu-
ropean Union “supports the
full implementation of the
#JCPOA [Joint Comprehen-
sive Plan of Action].”
“Preserving a space for di-
plomacy, underpinned by
positive steps, is crucial at
this stage,” he noted.
Rouhani, according to Iran’s
state media, emphasized
the importance of the Euro-
pean Council’s role in help-
ing keep the 2015 nuclear
accord alive. “The Europe-
an Union, as an important
player in the global arena,
must play an effective role
in countering the US uni-
lateralism,” the state media
quoted Rouhani as saying
to Michel. He hailed the
2015 Iran nuclear deal as an
“important achievement for
multilateral diplomacy” and
stressed that the achieve-
ment should be preserved.
In a related development,
Iran’s Foreign Minister Ja-
vad Zarif commented on the
latest developments regard-
ing the nuclear deal, saying
EU must abide by its own
commitments.

Azerbaijani
civilian killed in
Karabakh mine

explosion

DNA

BAKU: An Azerbaijani civil
ian was Kkilled after a mine
planted by Armenian forces
exploded in Upper Karabakh
region. In a statement, the
Azerbaijani Prosecutor Gen-
eral’s Office said the mine
was exploded in the Talish vil-
lage of Tartar district, which
had been under Armenian
occupation for three decades.
It was an anti-tank mine laid
by Armenian soldiers dur
ing the occupation period,
it added. Relations between
the former Soviet republics of
Azerbaijan and Armenia have
been tense since 1991 when
the Armenian military occu-
pied Nagorno-Karabakh, also
known as Upper Karabakh, a
territory recognized as part
of Azerbaijan, and seven ad-
jacent regions. New clashes
erupted on Sept. 27, 2020,
and ended with a Russian-bro-
kered truce six weeks later.
Baku liberated several strate-
gic cities, and nearly 300 of its
settlements and villages from
the Armenian occupation
during this time. Before this,
about 20% of Azerbaijan’s
territory had been under ille-
gal Armenian occupation for
nearly three decades.
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SHAHEEN HANIF

ISLAMABAD: The Su-
preme Court of Pakistan,
while hearing the presiden-
tial reference on Senate
open balloting, on Friday
said that representation of
every political party in the
elections must be propor-
tional to its votes.

A five-member larger
bench headed by Chief
Justice Gulzar Ahmed con-
ducted the hearing and
remarked that members of
a political party in any pro-
vincial assembly can vote
for the candidates of their
allied parties.

The CJP inquired about
the Election Commission
of Pakistan’s (ECP) an-
swer, to which its lawyer
replied that the answer
has been submitted which
is similar to the first one.
Justice Gulzar Ahmed said
the apex court will exam-
ine the details.

Pakistan People’s Party
(PPP) counsel Raza Rab-
bani said the purpose
to constitute the Senate
was to provide equal rep-
resentation to all provinc-
es, and consensus between
both houses in the parlia-
mentarian system is not
possible. The hearing was
adjourned till Monday.

Murad has
a plan to kill
me: Haleem

ATHAR SUFI

KARACHI: Pakistan
Tehreek e Insaf PTI Vice
President and parliamenta-
ry party leader in Sindh As-
sembly Haleem Adil Sheikh
has said that Murad Ali
Shah on behest of Bilawal
Zardari wants to get him
assissinated and for this
purpose a cobra snake was
put in his jail cell.
According to details,
Haleem Adil Sheikh here
Friday was presented be-
fore ATC Clifton and the
court ordered to shift him
to the central jail on judi-
cial custody. The court
ordered to present him
before the court again
on Feb 25. Later, Haleem
Adil Sheikh was present-
ed before Malir court.
Talking to media, he said
a cobra snake was put in
jail cell to get him killed.
He said Bilawal had tried
to kill him through Mu-
rad Ali Shah. He said
DSP Aftab Alam is wit-
ness who himself saw the
snake in his jail room.
DSP Aftab on the occa-
sion confirmed it.
Haleem Adil said the police
later killed the snake and
made its video, which is
sent to AIG Ghulam Nabi.
He said in this city the
chief justice himself recov-
ered wine from the room
of Sharjeel Memon and the
Sindh government convert-
ed this wine into honey.
However, now these people
would say it was not a snake
but a rope.

MQM exleader

M Anwar
passes away

IBrAR KHAN

LONDON: Former Mut-
tahida Qaumi Movement
(MQM) leader and a close
aide of Muttahida found-
er, Muhammad Anwar,
breathed his last in Lon-
don on Friday. Anwar has
been under treatment at
a London hospital for the
last three days. He had
quit MQM over its proper-
ties in London.

The Muttahida Qaumi Move-
ment (MQM) had sacked
London-based Muhammad
Anwar from the party’s cen-
tral coordination committee,
also known as the ‘Rabita
Committee’, in 2015.

The party had cited An-
war’s continued illness,
which had often caused
him to “remain absent
from crucial meetings, for
his sacking.

“It is pertinent to men-
tion here that Anwar was
arrested in April 2015 by
the London Metropolitan
Police and was questioned
for hours before being re-
leased on bail in connec-
tion to a money-launder-
ing investigation.

Ambassador of Qatar
lauds NAB’s performance

It was agreed that the draft MOU be made available to H.E. Sheikh Saoud
Abdulrahman Al-Thani, The Ambassador of the State of Qatar to the
Islamic Republic Pakistan through proper channel for necessary action

ABID Raza

ISLAMABAD: Sheikh Saoud Ab-
dulrahman Al-Thani, The Ambas-
sador of the State of Qatar to the
Islamic Republic Pakistan called
on Justice (RETD) Javed Igbal,
Chairman National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) at NAB Headquar-
ters and discussed possibility of
execution of Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) between
Qatar and Pakistan.

It was agreed that the draft Mem-
orandum of Understanding (MOU)
be made available to H.E. Sheikh
Saoud Abdulrahman Al-Thani, The
Ambassador of the State of Qatar
to the Islamic Republic Pakistan
through proper channel for neces-
sary action. It was also assured by
H.E. Sheikh Saoud Abdulrahman
Al-Thani, The Ambassador of the
State of Qatar to the Islamic Re-
public Pakistan that every possible
help will be rendered to Pakistan
Anti Corruption Academy (PACA).
It was further assured that the fa-
cility of training of NAB Officers/
Officials will be considered in the
main institutions of Qatar i.e:

Rule of Law and Anti Corruption
Center, Qatar. Mr. Justice Javed
Igbal, Chairman, National Ac-
countability Bureau appreciated
the efforts being made by H.E.
Sheikh Saoud Abdulrahman Al-
Thani, The Ambassador of the
State of Qatar to the Islamic Re-
public Pakistan to make the ties
more stronger between Qatar and

Pakistan. Honorable Mr. Justice
Javed Igbal, Chairman, National
Accountability Bureau Chairman
NAB apprised H.E. Sheikh Saoud
Abdulrahman Al-Thani, The Am-
bassador of the State of Qatar
to the Islamic Republic Pakistan
about NAB’s National Anti Cor-
ruption Strategy in order to erad-
icate corruption from Pakistan

and remarkable efforts to nab the
corrupt elements and to recover
looted money and deposit it in na-
tional exchequer as per law.

NAB during the present manage-
ment of NAB has recovered Rs. 487
billion from 2018 to 2020 which is
a remarkable achievement as com-
pared to other anti corruption or-
ganizations with an overall convic-

tion ratio of 68.8 percent. NAB is
the focal organization of Pakistan
under United Nations Convention
against Corruption (UNCAC) as
Pakistan has ratified and is signa-
tory of UNCAC. NAB is the chair-
man of SAARC Anti Corruption
Forum. This was the recognition
of NAB’s excellent work as NAB is
considered as a role model among
SAARC countries.

NAB’s anti corruption efforts have
been acknowledged by the World
Economic Forum, Transparency
International  Pakistan, Global
Peace Canada, Mishal Pakistan and
PILDAT. As per Gillani and Gallup
survey, 59 percent people have
shown trust upon NAB which gives
NAB encouragement. H.E. Sheikh
Saoud Abdulrahman Al-Thani, The
Ambassador of the State of Qatar to
the Islamic Republic Pakistan laud-
ed NAB’s excellent performance
under the dynamic leadership of
Honorable Mr. Justice Javed Igbal,
Chairman National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) in order to make
Pakistan corruption free consider-
ing it as our national duty through
concerted efforts to eradicate cor
ruption from Pakistan.

President for enhanced
Paklstan -Vietnam ties

KuAYAM ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi on
Friday emphasized the need for further
expanding bilateral ties with Vietnam
in all areas of mutual interest including
trade and economy. He was talking to
Pakistan’s Ambassador-designate to Vi-
etnam, Ms. Samina Mehtab, who called
The
President said that Pakistan highly val-
ued its ties with Vietnam in all spheres
of bilateral and multilateral interactions.
He asked the Ambassador-designate to
work for promoting trade and commer-
cial relations with Vietnam as Pakistan
offered immense investment opportu-
nities and Vietnamese business com-
munity needed to benefit from the
country’s investment{friendly environ-
ment. The President asked the Ambas-
sador to also work for promoting the
prestige and image of the country as

on him here at the Aiwan-e-Sadr.
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well as highlight the tourism potential
of Pakistan which was a good destina-
tion for the Vietnamese tourists with
Buddhist Gandhara civilization.

He underscored the importance of bi-
lateral political and cultural exchanges
at the highest level and asked the Am-
bassador to explore the possibilities of

such exchanges which greatly helped
in further strengthening bilateral coop-
eration. The President congratulated
the Ambassador-designate over her ap-
pointment as Pakistan’s Ambassador to
Vietnam and expressed the hope that
she would work for further enhancing
bilateral relations with Vietnam.

/

NA witnesses heated
debate on food, gas prices

ISLAMABAD: The National Assembly on Friday witnessed heated debate on food in-
flation and hike in electricity and gas prices that had been real issues for the people.
Speaking on the motion that this House may discuss the food inflation and gas and
electricity prices, Qasir Sheikh said the people had voted the parliamentarians to dis-
cuss and redress their issues. He said the people had lot of expectations from PTI-led
government and added the opposition leaders Shahbaz Sharif and Bilawal Bhutto had
offered the government for charter of economy to resolve these issues.

He said the issues could only be resolved through joint and collective efforts and
added that the PTI government came to power with the slogan to root out corrup-
tion and control inflation. He passionately called for focusing on these specific is-
sues. Taking part in the discussion, Raja Pervaiz Ashraf said that inflation was the
real issue for common people. He said PTI had contested the general elections on
major issues : elimination of corruption, inflation and unemployment.
the government should now move forward and called for taking drastic measures to
Qedress these issues for ensuring proper relief to people. - DNA

COVID-19
infects 1,245
more people

ISLAMABAD: The national
tally on Friday of total active
COVID-19 cases recorded
24,139 with 1,245 more people
tested positive for the deadly
virus and 1,243 people recov-
ered from the disease during
the last 24 hours.Forty corona
patients have died during past
24 hours, 39 of them were un-
der treatment in hospital and
one in their respective quaran-
tines and homes on Thursday,
according to the latest update
_/issued by the NCOC. - APP

He said

‘Iran will reverse
nuclear actions once
US lifts sanctions’

TEHRAN: Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif on Friday once again reiterated that Tehran will
“immediately reverse” actions liable on it under the
nuclear deal when US Sanctions are lifted. The Joe
Biden administration said on Thursday it was ready to
revive a 2015 agreement between Iran and world pow-
ers that former president Donald Trump abandoned in
2018 before reimposing sanctions on Iran.

When sanctions are lifted, “we will then immediately re-
verse all remedial measures. Simple,” Zarif said on Twit-
ter. On Thursday, Zarif had tweeted that Iran’s “remedial
measures” were in response to violations of the accord by
the US, Britain, France and Germany. Other signatories
to the 2015 deal were China and Russia. Breaches of the
deal by Iran began in 2019, about a year after Trump with-
drew from it. US Secretary of State Antony Blinken said
on Thursday that the Biden administration would return
to the accord if Tehran came into full compliance with it.
Tehran has set a February 23 deadline for Washington to
begin reversing sanctions, otherwise, it says, it will take
its biggest step yet to breach the deal —
tice inspections by the UN nuclear watchdog, the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency. - DNA

PTI to challenge Gillani's
papers in tribunal

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) on Friday has
decided to re-challenge the nomination papers of Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party (PPP) leader and joint candidate of Pakistan Demo-
cratic Movement (PDM) for Senate elections, Yousaf Raza Gil-
lani in appellate tribunal. Sources told that PTI representative
has obtained the verified copies from the ECP in this regard.
The decision came day after ECP had rejected the objections
raised by PTI leader Fareed Rehman and approved nomination
papers of Gillani, allowing him to contest the Senate elections.
On February 16, 2021, PTI had challenged Gillani’s nomina-
tion papers and accused him of concealing the facts. Yousaf
Raza Gillani had not mentioned his sentence in contempt
of court case in his nomination papers, PTI leader said.
Fareed Rahman further said that Gillani didn’t fulfill the re-
quirement of Article 62 of the Constitution. While recording
arguments on the objections, the counsel of PDM candidate
said that his client was charged not convicted in the case
and that SC had given him a symbolic sentence. - DNA

banning short-no-

N 19th February in Roma-
nia is celebrated "Brancusi
Day” as a national holiday in

honor of Constantin Brancusi, one
of the most influential sculptors of
the 20th-century and a pioneer of
modernism, called also "the patri-
arch of modern sculpture”. This
year is celebrated 145 years since
Constantin Brancusi was born in
Hobita (Romania), on 19th Febru-
ary 1876. A passionate wood-carv-
er, he produced numerous wood
sculptures, often with a folk fla-
vour, and he frequently carved
prototypes for works later execut-
ed in other materials. He is best
known for his abstract sculptures
of ovoid heads and birds in flight.

Formal studies took him toCraiova
School of Arts and Crafts, where he
pursued his love for woodworking,
graduating with honors in 1898 and
then to Bucharest School of Fine

Arts, where he received academic
training in sculpture. He worked

Constantin Brancusi
in his studio

hard, and quickly distinguished
himself as talented. He continued
his studies in Munich, and Ecole
des Beaux-Arts in Parisand was
invited to enter the workshop of
Auguste Rodin. Even though he
admired the eminent Rodin he left
the Rodin studio after only two
months, saying, “Nothing can grow
under big trees”. He continued
After leaving Rodin’s workshop,
Brancusi began developing the
revolutionary style for which he
is known. His first commissioned
work, The Prayer, was part of a
gravestone memorial.

It depicts a young woman crossing
herself as she kneels, and marks
the first step toward abstracted,
non-iteral representation, and

shows his drive to depict “not
the outer form but the idea, the
essence of things.” He also began
doing more carving, rather than
the method popular with his con-
temporaries, that of modeling in
clay or plaster which would be cast
in metal, and by 1908 he worked
almost exclusively by carving.

In the following few years he made

many versions of Sleeping Muse
and The Kiss, further simplifying
forms to geometrical and sparse
objects. His works became pop-
ular in France, Romania and the
United States and in 1913 Bran-
cusi’s work was displayed at both
the Salon des Indépendants and
the first exhibition in the U.S. of
modern art, the Armory Show.
One of his major groups of sculp-
tures involved the Bird in Space —
simple abstract shapes represent-
ing a bird in flight.

The works are based on his ear-
lier Maiastra series.In Romanian

The Gate of The Kiss

folklore the Miiastra is a beauti-
ful golden bird who foretells the
future and cures the blind. In
1938, he finished the World War I
monument in Targu-Jiu (Romania)
where he had spent much of his
childhood. Table of Silence, The
Gate of the Kiss, and Endless Col-
umn commemorate the courage
and sacrifice of Romanians who in
1916 defended Térgu Jiu from the
forces of the Central Powers.
Brancusi spent most of his artist
career in France and in 1952 he
became a French citizen. He died
on March 16, 1957, aged 81. He
was buried in the Cimetisre du
Montparnasse in Paris.

At his death Bréancusi left 1200
photographs and 215 sculptures.
He bequeathed part of his col-
lection to the French state on
condition that his workshop be
rebuilt as it was on the day he
died. This reconstruction of his
studio, adjacent to the Pompidou
Centre, is open to the public
nowadays. Brancusi was elected
posthumously to the Romanian
Academy in 1990.
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. The Endless Column

Google commemorated his 135th
birthday with a Doodle in 2011
consisting of seven of his works.
Bréancusi’s works are housed in
the National Museum of Art of
Romania (Bucharest), the Muse-
um of Modern Art (New York)
and other museums around the
world. The Philadelphia Museum
of Art holds the largest collec-
tion of Brancusi sculptures in the
United States. A small copy of
The Endless Column of Brancu-
si can be observed in the central

part of Islamabad, to the Allama

Igbal - Mihai Eminescu Monu-
ment, a symbol of friendship be-
tween Romania and Pakistan.

‘Tareen
convincing
lawmakers
to vote PTT’

SHuiaatr Hamza

LAHORE: Business mag-
nate-turned-politician ~ Ja-
hangir Khan Tareen has
been “in touch with Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
lawmakers in Punjab to
convince them to vote for
the ruling party in the up-
coming Senate polls,” a
member of the National As-
sembly claimed on Friday.
Speaking to a private TV
channel, Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) MNA Raja Riaz
said that Jahangir Tareen is
“in contact with the ruling
party’s MNAs and MPAs,”
not only in South Punjab but
throughout the province, ask-
ing them to vote for its can-
didates in the Senate polls
scheduled for early March.
When asked if Tareen — the
party’s former secretary-gen-
eral and the main sponsor of
its operations — was doing
so in a personal capacity or
the on the directions of the
party’s chief, Prime Minister
Imran Khan, Riaz claimed
that the business magnate
“took up the task on the pre-
mier’s request.”

The Senate elections are
scheduled on March 3, with
the ruling Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) expected to
clinch the majority number
of seats in the upper house.
Earlier in the day, media
had reported, citing sourc-
es, that Jehangir Tareen
had initiated consultations
with  Punjab lawmakers
closely associated with him,
especially from the Serai-
ki-speaking areas, in wake of
the upcoming Senate polls.

Govt allows
holding of
Pakistan
Day parade

Raja PErvaiz

ISLAMABAD: The prepara-
tions for celebrating March
23 have been put into top
gear after the government
allowed holding of the Pa-
kistan parade. There was a
possibility of the cancellation
of the Pakistan Day parade
for the second consecutive
year due to the coronavirus
pandemic. But, the govern-
ment has allowed holding
of the parade, provided the
antivirus guidelines will be
observed strictly.

The parade will be held at
Shakkarparian Ground in
Islamabad. Last year, the gov-
ernment had cancelled the Pa-
kistan Day Parade scheduled
to be held on March 23 as a
precautionary measure to con-
tain the spread of the corona-
virus. The decision was taken
by the National Security Com-
mittee in its meeting. The
committee had decided to
impose a ban on public events
and the Pakistan Day Parade
was no exception.

China
confirms 4
soldiers died
in June clashes

DNA

BEIJING: China’s military
on Friday named four sol-
diers killed in a brawl with
Indian forces last year, the
first confirmation of deaths
by Beijing from the border
clash that also killed at least
20 Indian soldiers.

The Chinese soldiers “sac-
rificed themselves” during
the June confrontation in
the contested Galwan Val-
ley border area with an un-
named “foreign military”,
the defence ministry said.
India and China fought a
border war in 1962 and have
long accused each other of
seeking to cross their fron-
tier — which has never been
properly agreed — in India’s
Ladakh region, just oppo-
site Tibet. In mid-June, 20
Indian soldiers were killed
in a brutal, high-altitude
border battle in the Galwan
valley in one of the deadli-
est clashes between the two
sides in recent decades.
Beijing at the time acknowl-
edged that the clash had re-
sulted in casualties but did
not confirm if any Chinese
soldiers died. Battalion
commander Chen Hongjun
and three other soldiers
have been given posthu-
mous awards, the defence
ministry said. It blamed the
battle in June on “foreign
troops blatantly violating
the consensus reached with
us and crossing the line to
set up tents”.
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