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Turkey to keep 
supporting 
Afghan security

PTI to 
eliminate 

horse-trading
Bureau Report

LAHORE: Special Assis-
tant to Pun-
jab Chief 
Minister on 
Information 
Dr Firdous 
Ashiq Awan 

on Monday said the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
wanted to root out politics 
of horse-trading. Address-
ing a press conference 
here, she said that Prime 
Minister Imran Khan was 
determined to protect the 
sanctity of Senate. She 
said that beauty of de-
mocracy was in holding of 
transparent elections and 
only independent institu-
tions could strengthen the 
democratic process.
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Maryam 
hails SC 
verdict
Abid Raza

LAHORE: Pakistan Mus-
lim League-
N a w a z 
( P M L - N ) 
vice presi-
dent Mar-
yam Nawaz 

on Monday said that once 
again it has been proved 
that constitution is above 
tricks and references of 
‘vote thieves’. Maryam 
Nawaz, in a tweet, said that 
government spokespersons 
are now talking about use 
of technology in the elec-
tions to hide their embar-
rassment. She reiterated 
that no system like RTS 
or excuses of fog like that 
were made in by-election of 
Daska will be tolerated. 

Gillani urges 
PM to vote 

for him
DNA

ISLAMABAD: PPP lead-
er Yousaf 
Raza Gillani  
on Monday 
urged Prime 
Minister Im-
ran Khan to 

vote for him in the upcom-
ing Senate elections which 
will be held two days later. 
Gillani — who is contesting 
the Senate seat from the 
PDM’s platform in the up-
coming polls on the Islam-
abad seat against Advisor 
to the Prime Minister on 
Finance Dr Abdul Hafeez 
Shaikh — has written a 
letter to all lawmakers to 
support him in the elec-
tion. He sent the same let-
ter addressed to members 
of the National Assembly, 
seeking support for his 
candidacy, to the prime 
minister as well. 

Briefs

COAS, British envoy 
discuss Afghan peace

Nehal Miraj

RAWALPINDI: Chief Of 
Army Staff General Qamar 
Bajwa on Monday met Brit-
ish High Commissioner to 
Pakistan, Dr Christian Turn-
er at the General Headquar-
ters (GHQ). According to 
the ISPR, Gen Bajwa and 
Dr Turner discussed “mat-
ters of mutual interest and 
overall regional security 
situation including Afghan 
Peace Process”.

Later, Army chief General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa visited 
the logistics installations and 
workshop facilities here in 
the city, according to a state-
ment issued Monday by the 
military’s media wing.
In its statement, the In-
ter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) said Gen Bajwa 
inspected the workshop’s 
various facilities and infra-
structures, which handles 
the Pakistan Army’s exten-
sive transport special items. 
He was also briefed about 

the facilities being prepared 
and upgradation of vehicles.
He was also briefed on the 
upgradation and improve-
ment issues at the logistics 
installations and workshop 
facilities, the statement 
added. The Pakistan Army 
chief appreciated the per-
formance and commitment 
of the workshop staff.
Earlier, Chief of the Logis-
tics Staff Lt Gen Azhar 
Saleh Abbasi received Gen 
Bajwa upon his arrival to 
the Rawalpindi facility.

RAWALPINDI: Christian Turner, British High Commissioner called on General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa, Chief of Army Staff (COAS). Matters of mutual interest and overall regional security 

situation including Afghan Peace Process were discussed during the meeting. – DNA

SC opinion 
not binding on 

ECP: experts
A.M.Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Various experts on consti-
tutional matters have opined that the Su-
preme Court verdict is not binding on the 
Election Commission of Pakistan. Former 
Secretary Election Commission Kanwar 
Dilshad while talking to the media said 
that it is not possible for the ECP to follow 
the apex court advice as the ballot papers 
have already been published.
He further said that the Attorney Gen-
eral was ‘misguiding’ the prime minister 
when he says that the government has in 
fact come victorious after the SC opinion. 
He said the court opinion clearly says 
that the Presidential reference has been 
rejected. Similarly the Ordinance issued 
by the government regarding Senate 
elections has also lost its relevance.

Senate polls 
thru secret 
ballot: SC

Court Reporter

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court with a 4-1 
majority on Monday opined that the Senate 
elections would be held through secret ballot-
ing under Article 226 of the Constitution. 
A five-member larger bench of the apex court 
headed by Chief Justice Gulzar Ahmed and 
comprising Justice Mushir Alam, Justice Umar 
Ata Bandial, Justice Ijaz Ul Ahsan and Justice 
Yahya Afridi announced the reserved opinion 
on the Presidential Reference regarding Sen-
ate elections.  Justice Yahya Afridi disagreed 
with the majority opinion.The eight-page court 
opinion stated that the Senate elections were 
held under the Constitution and the law. 
“It is the duty of the Election Commission 
of Pakistan in terms of Article 218(3) of the 
Constitution, to ensure that the election is 
conducted honestly, fairly and in accordance 
with the law and that corrupt practices are 
guarded against on which this court has given 
successive judgments and the most exhaus-
tive being Workers Party Pakistan through 
Akhtar Hussain Advocate vs Federation of

Continued on Page 06

A five-member larger bench of the  
apex court announced the reserved 

opinion on the Presidential Reference

Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: Federal Min-
ister for Information and 
Broadcasting, Senator Shib-
li Faraz here on Monday 
terming the apex court’s 
opinion on Senate polls as 
historic said now the Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) was responsible 
to take all necessary meas-
ures to ensure transparency 
in the upcoming election.
Addressing a press-confer-
ence here, the Information 
Minister said ECP may use 
technology to end corrupt 
practices from electoral 
process to ensure free, fair 
and transparent elections. 
He said people had seen in 
the past that how political 
loyalties were traded during 
Senate election.
The government, he said, 
had taken all possible meas-
ures to prevent sale and pur-
chase of votes during upcom-
ing senate election. Shibli 
Faraz said Senate was highly 
respectable institution and 
it was necessary for uphold-
ing its sanctity to elect hon-
est, upright and competent 

candidates who could serve 
masses irrespective of their 
personal interests. There 
was a conflict between two 
ideologies, he said. The op-
position’s ideology was to run 
the country through an obso-
lete corrupt system based on 
personal politics and gains. 
Whereas, the PTI he said, 
strongly believed in strength-
ening of the national institu-
tions, rule of law and merit.
He said political hypocrisy 
was the hallmark of opposi-
tion’s politics and they had 
chosen a candidate for Sen-
ate election from Islamabad 
who in past had tried to pro-
tect its leader facing corrup-
tion charges. He (Yousaf Raza 
Gilani) did not write a letter 
to Swiss authorities despite 
the Supreme Court’s instruc-

tions thus the country had 
to suffer millions of dollars’ 
loss, the minster said.
To a question, he said there 
were serious differences 
among coalition parties of 
PDM on awarding Senate’s 
ticket to Yousaf Raza Gilani 
and this would certainly 
benefit PTI’s candidate Ha-
feez Sheikh. He said Hafeez 
Sheikh was an honest and 
highly respectable candidate 
and was all set to achieve 
overwhelming majority.
Shibli Faraz said Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan had awarded 
party ticket to credible, hon-
est and competent candidates 
and PTI’s parliamentarians 
would vote them to acknowl-
edge his (Imran Khan’s) 
22-year struggle against cor-
ruption, rule of law and su-
premacy of the democracy.
To a question about Maryam 
Nawaz’s recent statement 
about long march, the Minis-
ter said all institutions were 
independent and no one was 
allowed to pressurize them. 
The minister said opposition’s 
double standards had exposed 
them before masses and that is 
why people have shown no in-
terest in PDM’s public rallies.

Shibli Faraz for ensuring 
transparency in polls 
The govt, he said, had taken all possible 

measures to prevent sale and purchase of votes 

Army chief also visited the logistics installations 
and workshop facilities in Rawalpindi

MQM-P to 
support PTI 

in Senate 
Elections

Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: Muttahida Qa-
umi Movement-Pakistan 
(MQM-P) has decided to 
vote its ally ruling party 
(PTI) in the upcoming Sen-
ate elections. 
In the second meeting of 
the MQM-P on Sunday 
night, it was decided that 
they would support the PTI 
candidate Abdul Hafeez 
Sheikh in the Senate elec-
tion which is scheduled to 
be held on March 3.Govt offers six seats to 

PDM from Balochistan 
The proposal was reportedly brought to Ghafoor 

Haideri by Senate Chairman Sadiq Sanjrani
Khayyam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: The govern-
ment has reportedly offered 
six seats to the Opposition 
in the upcoming March 3 
Senate election in the Ba-
lochistan Assembly, sources 
said Monday. The proposal 
was reportedly brought to 
opposition lawmaker Gha-
foor Haideri of the JUI-F 
by incumbent Senate Chair-
man Sadiq Sanjrani. 
Sources said that an emer-
gency meeting was con-
vened at BNP-M chief 
Akhtar Mengal's residence 
in Quetta to discuss the 
matter shortly theraft-
er.  The development 
came hours after the 

Continued on Page 06

PDM rejects 
govt's offer in KP 

Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) 
has rejected the government s offer to elect candidates 
from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in the Senate elections 
unopposed. According to sources, the government has 
offered two out of the seven general seats to the PDM 
from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, but the PDM has refrained 
from responding to the government s offer.
Senator Taj Afridi called on Pakistan Democratic 
Movement (PDM) chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman and 
offered him two senate seats on behalf of the govern-
ment. League leader Shahid Khaqan Abbasi and PPP 
leader Raja Pervaiz Ashraf were also present during 
the meeting. PDM Chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman had 
asked Taj Afridi to wait for his response but has not yet 
responded to the government’s offer. Sources said that 
the Pakistan Democratic Movement (PDM) leadership 
would contest elections in KPK as per its strategy.
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SC denies 

Justice Isa’s 
plea for live 
broadcast

ISLAMABAD: The Su-
preme Court on Monday de-
nied Justice Qazi Faez Isa’s 
plea seeking live broadcast 
of the proceedings of his re-
view petition on the nation-
al television. A 10-member 
larger SC bench comprising 
Justice Umar Ata Bandial, 
Justice Maqbool Baqar, Jus-
tice Manzoor Ahmed Malik, 
Justice Mazhar Alam Khan 
Miankhel, Justice Sajjad Ali 
Shah, Justice Syed Mansoor 
Ali Shah, Justice Munib 
Akhtar, Justice Yahya Afri-
di, Justice Qazi Muhammad 
Amin Ahmed and Justice 
Amin-Ud-Din Khan heard 
the review petition seeking 
removal of paragraphs 2 
to 11 of the June 19, 2020 
verdict. During the course 
of proceedings, Justice Qazi 
Faez Isa pleaded before the 
bench that he should be al-
lowed to argue his case as 
his counsel Munir A Malik 
was ill. Justice Bandial said 
the counsel could not be 
changed in the review case. 
He also sought reasoning in 
writing from Justice Isa’s at-
torney regarding his inabili-
ty to argue the case.
Justice Isa asked the bench 
to decide his case soon as 
one of its members Justice 
Manzoor Ahmad Malik was 
retiring next month. – APP

Court acquits 
Uzair Baloch 
in Baghdadi 
PS attack 

case
DNA

KARACHI: Court of Addi-
tional District and Sessions 
Judge South on Monday 
acquitted kingpin of the 
infamous Lyari gang war 
Uzair Baloch in Baghdadi 
police station attack case 
over lack of evidence. Uzair 
was booked in Baghdadi PS 
attack case in 2012. At the 
outset of the hearing, the 
police apprised the court 
that the police station was 
attacked on the behest of 
Uzair Baloch in 2012. Upon 
being asked by the court, 
that how come the police 
came to conclusion that 
Uzair was the mastermind 
of the attack, the police 
said residents of the area 
confirmed. Was any of the 
residents made a witness 
in the case by the police? 
the judge asked and the 
police replied, “No one was 
made a witness in the case.” 
Later, the court acquitted 
Uzair Baloch in the case. 
Uzair Baloch is facing more 
than 52 cases and so far ac-
quitted in 10 cases by the 
court. He has been accused 
of committing 198 murders 
during the Lyari gang war.
Baloch had been arrested by 
the Rangers on January 30, 
2016. In April 2017, his cus-
tody was handed over to the 
Pakistan Army after he was 
accused of espionage. The 
Army handed him over to 
the police on April 6, 2020, 
after three years.  

SMEDA holds 
three-day 

pre-budget 
consultative 

session
LAHORE: Participants of 
a three-day pre-budget con-
sultative session conducted 
by the Small and Medium 
Enterprises Development 
Authority (SMEDA) have 
demanded simplification 
and relaxation in taxes with 
an added access to finance 
for SMEs (Small and Medi-
um Enterprises) sector.
The session conducted on-
line was presided over by 
Hashim Raza, Chief Execu-
tive Officer (CEO) SMEDA 
and was attended by a large 
number of participants from 
chambers of commerce & 
industry, and trade associ-
ations of Lahore, Sialkot, 
Karachi, Dadu, Peshawar, 
Chakwal, Jehlum, Sahiwal, 
Mirpurkhas, Mardan, and 
Kohat, SMEDA spokesman 
disclosed this to media here 
on Monday. In his opening 
address, Hashim Raza said 
that SMEDA had started a 
move to facilitate creation 
of a conducive business 
environment for SMEs in 
the country. He invited the 
participants to share their 
views, proposals and recom-
mendations for consideration 
of the government while for-
mulating the Federal Budget 
2021-22. He also apprised the 
participants of developments 
being made in the SME sec-
tor through the recently ap-
proved National SME Policy 
Action Plan 2020. – APP

LPG gas 
container 
overturns 

near Machh
DNA

QUETTA: LPG gas contain-
er overturned while cutting 
a bend due to high speed at 
Gushtri near Machh area 
of Bolan. National Highway 
was blocked due to over-
turning of the container. Ac-
cording to rescue sources, 
LPG was leaked due to over-
turning of the container.
The body of the driver who 
died in the container has 
been shifted to Machh Hos-
pital where he’s identified 
as Muhammad Nadeem 
son of Safdar Ali resident of 
Nankana Sahib.

SAARC-CCI 
President 
felicitates 

Punjab 
Governor

LAHORE: South Asia As-
sociation for Regional 
Cooperation-Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(SAARC-CCI) President Ift-
ikhar Ali Malik on Monday 
felicitated Punjab Governor 
Chaudhry Muhammad Sar-
war on winning of his son, 
Anas Sarwar, in the Scottish 
Labour Party’s election.
In his felicitation message 
to the Governor here, Ma-
lik said that Anas Sarwar 
had maintained the family 
tradition  of attaining the 
political hallmark by becom-
ing the UK’s first Muslim to 
lead a party. He said  Gover-
nor Chaudhry Muhammad 
Sarwar himself was also 
the first ever Muslim MP, 
elected to Glasgow Central 
in 1997 till 2010.
He said, “It is a great hon-
our for Pakistan that father 
is serving the nation here 
while his son working for 
humanity and Muslim com-
munity in UK by joining a 
major political party in the 
UK. It is an incredible and 
historic achievement and 
entire nation is proud of 
Anas Sarwar.”
Malik hoped that Anas 
would keep working close-
ly to bring Pakistan and 
UK closer to each other in 
promoting trader and en-
hancing the economic co-
operation besides further 
cementing their bilateral 
relations.
He mentioned that Anas 
Sarwar was elected to lead 
Scottish Labour, beating fel-
low MSP Monica Lennon 
by gaining 57.6 per cent and 
42.4 per cent votes respec-
tively.

US consulate 
to host session 

on PPP on 
Covid-19

DNA
KARACHI: US Mission 
to Pakistan would has in-
vited the public to attend 
an online session about 
‘The Parallel Pandemic 
Project: Pakistan, United 
States and COVID-19’ on 
March 2 at University of 
Karachi.
Parallel Pandemic Project 
is a university partnership 
between George Mason 
University and the Uni-
versity of Karachi spon-
sored by the U.S. Mission 
to Pakistan that seeks to 
document and understand 
impacts of COVID-19 on 
the United States and 
Pakistan converge and di-
verge over the course of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Students and faculty in 
the social sciences at 
both universities began 
the project in the Sum-
mer 2020 with a series of 
virtual conversations and 
classroom exchanges to 
discuss how their respec-
tive societies were react-
ing to the public health 
threat of COVID-19. 
This session will present 
findings as they relate to 
the economy, the fami-
ly, legislative responses, 
and media.  Presenters 
include: Dr. James Witte 
(George Mason University, 
Professor in the Depart-
ment of Sociology and An-
thropology and Director of 
the Institute for Immigra-
tion Research),  Dr. Musta-
fa Hyder (University of 
Karachi, Research Scholar 
and Faculty Member in the 
Department of Public Ad-
ministration),  Dr. Tehmina 
Faisal (University of Kara-
chi, Assistant Professor in 
the Department of Public 
Administration) and  Nishit 
Sahay (George Mason Uni-
versity, Senior Advisor for 
External Relations at the 
Institute for Immigration 
Research).
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President for smart cities for improved governance

DNA

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. 
Arif Alvi on Monday stressed 
the transforming of existing 
cities into smart cities to im-
prove the governance as well 
as well-being of the people. 
Chairing a meeting on Smart 
Cities Programme at the Ai-
wan-e-Sadr, the emphasized 
the need to deploy smart 
technologies in all cities of 
the country, ensuring safety, 

security and overall optimum 
quality of life for all citizens. 
The meeting was attended 
by Minister for Science and 
Technology Chaudhary Fawad 
Hussain, Secretary Science & 
Technology Arshad Mehmood, 
Chairman Higher Education 
Commission Dr. Tariq Banuri 
and other IT experts from 
NUST and COMSATS.
President Alvi underscored that 
it was essential to utilize arti-
ficial intelligence and other re-
lated technologies to introduce 

data-driven algorithms into 
governance, education, energy, 
industry, infrastructure, health-
care, mobility and other aspects 
that directly contributed to im-
prove the lives of the citizens. 
He said the digital revolution 
was offering an unprecedent-
ed window of opportunity to 
improve the lives of millions 
of urban residents and deliver 
more efficient, sustainable and 
inclusive urban services to the 
citizens. A detailed presenta-
tion by the Ministry of Science 

and Technology highlighted 
the advantages of Smart Cit-
ies Technologies that provided 
smart solutions to governance, 
healthcare, infrastructure, 
crime control, transportation, 
waste management, cyber se-
curity and mobility.  The Min-
istry informed that a team of 
experts had been constituted 
to lead the smart cities initia-
tives. The meeting was briefed 
about the key products of Na-
tional Centres which had been 
established by Higher Educa-

tion Commission to focus on 
research and development in 
the specialized domains. 
The products, prepared by the 
National Centres, will help in 
efficiently managing trans-
port, detecting crimes and in-
vestigating cyber crimes.
It was also apprised that the 
Government of Nigeria had 
lauded the efforts of National 
Radio Telecommunication Cor-
poration (NRTC) for providing 
state-of-the-art counter-terror-
ism equipment.

ISLAMABAD: The Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF) organizes an awareness walk against drug abuse. Federal 
minister for narcotics control, Ijaz Shah was the chief guest on the occasion. The participants were 

carrying banners and placards inscribed with different slogans against abuse of drugs. – DNA

CJ BHC inaugurates 
Martyrs ‘Arcade

DNA

QUETTA: Chief Justice 
Balochistan High Court Jus-
tice Jamal Khan Mandokhel 
inaugurated the Martyrs 
‘Arcade in District Court 
Quetta. Addressing the inau-
guration ceremony of Mar-
tyrs’ Arcade, Chief Justice 
Balochistan High Court Jus-
tice Jamal Mandokhel said 
that it was unfortunate that 
Every department in the 
country has formed a team 
to fulfill their own ambitions. 
All the issues that are lacking 
should be resolved through 
negotiations. If terrorism is 
to be eradicated, then it is 
necessary to find the reasons 
and find a solution. The pur-
pose of the establishment 

of martyr arcade is to pay 
homage to the martyrs of the 
Civil Hospital tragedy. The 
purpose for which the court 
buildings have been con-
structed does not seem to be 
fulfilled. If justice is not done, 
the seeker of justice will go 
out to seek justice himself. 
Yes, the performance of 
judges across the country is 
very good. We will be happy 
when the number of pend-
ing cases in Balochistan is 
zero, we have to stand firm 
against corruption and un-
constitutional measures, 
the government has a duty 
to provide all facilities to 
the people, when justice is 
not given to people, then 
powerful people use money 
and guns and weak people 
turn to the courts.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Saudi Arabia, Nawaf bin Saeed Almalki in a meeting with Khorram Aslam, Vice President of the Sialkot Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, during the meeting cordial conversations and topics of common interest were exchanged. – DNA

Transparency imperative for 
political stability: NA Speaker

DNA

ISLAMABAD: During a 
meeting with Governor 
Punjab Ch. Muhammad 
Sarwar and Chief Minis-
ter Punjab Sardar Usman 
Buzdar in the Parliament 
House on Monday, Speak-
er National Assembly Asad 
Qaiser  said that political 
forces could collectively 
steer the country out of 
challenges. 
He also remarked that 
transparency in democratic 
process would ensure polit-
ical stability and economic 
growth. He mentioned that 
it  was incumbent upon all 
political parties and Elec-
tion Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) to ensure trans-

parent Senate Elections, 
said a press release.
The speaker remarked that 
free, fair and transparent 
Senate Election would en-
sure that all political parties 

to get seats in accordance 
with their proportion in the 
upper House.
He also said that the role 
of ECP was of vital impor-
tance in that regard. He said 

that unopposed elections of 
Senators from Punjab were 
a good omen for democracy. 
The speaker stressed to 
follow the suit  in other 
provinces too. 

Governor Punjab Ch. Mu-
hammad Sarwar said that 
unopposed Election of 
Senators in Punjab reflect-
ed political maturity. 
He expressed the hope 

that opposition in Punjab 
would continue to coop-
erate on issues of nation-
al importance and public 
good. 
Chief Minister Punjab Sar-
dar Usman Buzdar said 
that Punjab was improving 
in  socio-economic sectors. 
He also remarked that the 
goal  of welfare state would 
be achieved to support wel-
fare oriented policies. 
The chief minister men-
tioned that tourism in Pun-
jab had vast potential to be 
explored and government 
had devised policies to ex-
plore the potential. 
Chief Minister Punjab and 
Governor Punjab appreciat-
ed the speaker  to conduct 
the House proceedings with 
integrity and partiality.

Punjab minister announces 
academic year starts from Aug 1

Abid Raza

LAHORE: Punjab’s Min-
ister for Education Mu-
rad Raas on Monday an-
nounced that the school 
year in the province will 
begin on August 1, 2021 
and will end on March 31, 
2022.
Taking to Twitter, the 
minister also posted an 
official notification issued 
in this regard, according 
to which the decision was 
taken during a meeting of 
the Inter Provincial Educa-

tion Ministers Conference 
(IPEMC) on February 26, 
2021.
A few days ago, Murad 
Raas had released a list of 
districts which will follow 
the alternate-school-day 
rule until April 1 due to 
higher coronavirus inci-
dences therein.
Districts not in the list 
“will follow prior COV-
ID-19 schedule,” the 
minister had written on 
Twitter.
The attached notification 
stated that districts having 
a higher COVID-19 positiv-

ity ratio — such as more 
than 20 cases in the last 
24 hours — will be subject 
to the rule.
The districts with high 
positivity rates reported-
ly include Lahore, Gujrat, 
Multan, Rahim Yar Khan, 
Sialkot, Rawalpindi and 
Faisalabad.
According to the existing 
rule: “Students of all the 
educational institutions 
shall attend classes on al-
ternate days with 50% ra-
tio on any single working 
day as detailed in earlier 
letter [...] dated 12th Sep-

tember, 2020.”
The above was amended 
to state: “Students of all 
the educational institu-
tions are allowed to attend 
classes 5/6 days a week (as 
the case may be) w.e.f. 01-
03-2021 except in the dis-
tricts mentioned above.”
According to the notifica-
tion, the amendment will 
be reviewed on March 31.
Strict implementation of 
safety measures must be 
ensured and has already 
been communicated to 
all those concerned, it 
added.

The meeting was attended by Minister for Science and Technology Chaudhary Fawad 
Hussain, Secretary Science & Technology Arshad Mehmood, Chairman Higher 

Education Commission Dr. Tariq Banuri and other IT experts from NUST and COMSATS

‘SC highlights 
govt’s stance over 

transparency’
ISLAMABAD: Advisor to the 
Prime Minister on Parliamen-
tary Affairs Dr Babar Awan 
on Monday said the Supreme 
Court in its opinion on pres-
idential reference seeking 
view of the court on senate 
election highlighted the gov-
ernment stance and asked 
the Election Commission of 
Pakistan (ECP) to ensure 
transparency in elections.
The ECP has received the 
Supreme Court’s opinion 
on Presidential reference 
seeking apex court’s view on 
holding of Senate election 
through open ballot. 
He termed apex court’s 
opinion’s paragraph num-
ber 3, 5 and 6 very impor-

tant where the court had 
highlighted PTI’s stance.  
Talking to media persons 
outside Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan along with 
Minister for Education 
Shafqat Mehmood, Minister 
for Science and Technology 
Chaudhry Fawad Hussain 
and SAPM Shehbaz Gill, 
he stated that the SC opin-
ion had quoted a verdict of 
5-member bench in Niaz 
Ahmed case in which the 
court held that the secrecy 
of the ballot was not abso-
lute and that the secrecy 
of ballot had not to be tem-
pered by practical consid-
eration necessitated by the 
process of election. – APP
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Briefs
Police launch 

search 
operation 

RAWALPINDI: The police 
on special directives of 
City Police Officer (CPO) 
Rawalpindi on Monday 
launched a search opera-
tion in Sadiqabad Chowk 
and adjoining areas in the 
jurisdiction of Sadiqabad 
Police Station, said a po-
lice spokesman. 
He informed that heavy 
police contingent, Elite 
Force, Special Branch per-
sonnel and Ladies police 
under the supervision of 
SHO Sadiqabad Police Sta-
tion conducted operation 
in the area and searched 
142 houses while 315 per-
sons were checked and 
several interrogated. 
The police also checked 
particulars of 75 tenants 
during the search oper-
ation.  According to Su-
perintendent Police (SP) 
Rawal, the search oper-
ations to net criminals 
and proclaimed offenders 
were regularly being con-
ducted under National 
Action Plan in different 
areas of the district par-
ticularly to ensure law and 
order. – APP

12 outlaws 
held, five 

bikes 
recovered

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
police on Monday arrest-
ed 12 outlaws involved in 
aerial firing as well as bike 
lifting and recovered five 
bikes from them.
He said that a team of 
Khanna police nabbed 
Zohaib and Faizan and 
recovered five stolen mo-
torbikes from their pos-
session. Another team 
of Sabzi Mandi police ar-
rested 10 accused  namely 
Ehsan, Haris,  Bilal, Aziz, 
Sadeer, Abdul Haddi, Say-
am Shah,  Faisal, Kamran 
and Basit Mehmood in-
volved in kite flying and 
aerial firing. Cases have 
been registered against 
them. – APP

ITP issues 
21,948 
challan 

tickets during 
last week

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Traffic Police (ITP) have 
launched “Road Safety 
Campaign” in order to en-
sure traffic discipline in 
the city and overcome ac-
cidents through creating 
awareness about traffic 
rules among the road us-
ers. This campaign is on 
full swing and ITP  issued 
21,948 challan tickets im-
posing fine of Rs 6.1 million 
during last week over traf-
fic violations.
ITP issued 685 challan 
tickets to over speeding 
vehicles, 540 for violating 
traffic signals, 503 for not 
giving way to the vehicles, 
21 for having damaged 
lights, 141 to drivers for 
driving on wrong side, 701 
for tinted glasses on ve-
hicles, 130 for using high 
beams, 16 for violating one 
way road, 2329 for over-
loading, 2549 bike riders 
for not wearing helmets, 
50 for taking wrong U-turn, 
3505 for rash driving, 292 
for driving without license, 
415 for driving un-regis-
tered vehicles, 30 for pick-
ing passengers on non-stop 
points and hundreds of 
others over miscellaneous 
violations. 
The IGP Islamabad Qazi Ja-
mil ur  Rehman said that the 
purpose of this campaign 
was to ensure better traffic 
discipline through coopera-
tion of citizens and create 
traffic sense among them. 
“Citizens should obey the 
traffic rules to save lives” 
the IGP appealed. 
Qazi Jamil Ur Rehman said 
that ITP were taking all 
possible steps to protect 
the lives of citizens. ITP 
are striving hard for safety 
of its citizens and to over-
come the traffic accidents 
by ensuring safe road envi-
ronment in the city.
To check over-speeding, 
he said 13 speed checking 
cameras had been installed 
at different points. Special 
campaign was being run in 
educational institutions to 
educate the students, Qazi 
Jamil Ur Rehman said, add-
ing that ITP were trying it’s 
best to facilitate public.

‘Tech is taking over 
the traditional wars’

Panel and experts from different countries shared their views and analysis during 
one day International Webinar on Future Wars: A Case Study of Pakistan and India

City Reporter

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
House, Islamabad based 
think tank organized One 
Day International Webinar 
on Future Wars: A Case 
Study of Pakistan and In-
dia. Panel and experts from 
different countries shared 
their views and analysis on 
the subject. The organizers 
discussed what states plan 
for future wars? What would 
be the way to understand 
wars? & what is the future 
of Pakistan India in terms 
of War.
Director General Pakistan 
House Mohammad Athar 
Javed was the host while 
Chief Guest was General 
Phil Jones. Panel consist-
ed of  Mr. Justin Bronk, 

Dr. Adil Sultan, Dr. Ahmad 
Khan and Lt General Khalid 
Rabbani.
Mohammad Ather Javed, in 
his introductory remarks 
noted that future war is al-
most here: battles fought 
in cyberspace biologically 
enhanced soldiers autono-
mous systems that can pro-
cess information and strike 
violently before a human 
being can blink. Technolo-
gy took the wars to anoth-
er level and that will cause 
more disastrous results. 
The evolving, complex 
world of conflict and tech-
nology demands that we pay 
more attention to the issues 
that are or can confront us, 
before it is too late to con-
trol them.
General Phil Jones (retd.), 
former Chief of Staff NATO 

(UK), Chairman Army Be-
nevolent Fund, UK-Interna-
tional Security Advisor said 
” Technology has immense 
potential to bring profound 
changes in contemporary 
world. There is a difference 
between technological in-
novation and generational 
wars because even today 
soldiers are being seeing 
carrying rifles. There is 
no doubt that warfare in 
changing. The competition 
between Pakistan and In-
dia on national capabilities 
have been intense and will 
continue to be intense. 
This intense competition 
can become a battle and a 
struggle but not war. The 
competition is to erode 
the economic and political 
tensions along with en-
suring political and social 

cohesion. Social media is a 
trend that can cause a stir 
in no time and fake news 
is a potential weapon while 
being sitting below the 
recognizable threshold. It is 
also of great important that 
whoever controls the space, 
controls land. Cyber domain 
is another trend of carrying 
out organized crime against 
nation. Artificial intelli-
gence has become a buzzer 
of today. AI is already being 
weaponized, a major strate-
gic activity to turn human 
activities into automation. 
In a decade. AI will be un-
imaginably strong and pow-
erful. AI demands national 
strategy, not just national 
security.”
Mr. Justin Bronk, Research 
Fellow, Airpower & Tech-
nology, Royal United Ser-

vices Institute (RUSI), UK 
shared “The future of war-
fare is changing with every 
passing day. China is now 
producing affordable, small 
and easy to carry weapons 
that allow precision and in 
direct and indirect attacks. 
For now, point-defence sys-
tem can be improved. Mis-
sile and ballistic weapons 
can still hit a target if there 
are trees or mountains in 
the way but laser cannot 
be as precious if blocked by 
mountains. The real revo-
lution in defence system is 
the microwave weapon sys-
tem but for that more power 
is required. Cyber, despite 
being the slowest, is still a 
powerful and dangerous en-
abler.”
Lt General Khalid Rabbani 
(retd.) HI (M), former 11 

Corps Commander (Pe-
shawar), member advisory 
board of Pakistan House 
summed up the discussion 
as  “I would like to thank 
all our speakers and partici-
pants. Military is one of the 
most difficult institution to 
change. Pakistan and India 
are already in a state of war. 
There are fields where Pa-
kistan and India would like 
to outshine each other. Any 
nation will not be able to 
survive if it leaves behind 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
and cyber advancement. 
Soldiers will always be re-
quired even in AI world. 
AI cannot take over human 
activities in its entirety. It 
will be a blended approach. 
Self-reliance is the answer 
for any State to equip and 
train itself with AI.”

Operation 
conducted 

against 
billboards 

ISLAMABAD: Upon the di-
rections of Administrator, 
MCI Syeda Shafaq Hashmi, 
operation has been carried 
out by the Directorate of 
Municipal Administration 
in PWD and 26 No. Chungi 
near Tarnol against illegal 
billboards and streamers. 
Moreover, in continuation 
with the directions of Chair-
man CDA, Amer Ali Ahmed, 
operation against illegal 
encroachments in urban 
centers continued in G. 7 
Markaz, G. 8 Markaz, Ka-
rachi Company G 9 and G. 
11 Markaz. Encroachments 
in corridors and footpaths 
have been removed and the 
activity shall continue in 
coming days as well. – APP

‘PTA introduces 
mechanism 

for complaints 
redressal’

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Information Technology 
(IT) and Telecommunica-
tion Syed Amin-ul-Haque 
Monday said Pakistan Tel-
ecom Authority (PTA) had 
introduced an effective 
mechanism to register and 
quickly response to com-
plaints of the consumers.
Addressing a 4th consumer 
IT and telecom conference, 
he assured that all problems 
related to IT and telecom 
sector of consumers would 
be resolved.He was of the 
view that problems related 
to telecommunication and 
the internet of consumers 
would be solved when they 
know the rights and the ap-
propriate forum to get their 
issues resolvedThe minister 
said his ministry was taking 
steps to  further reduce this 
response time to the call of 
the consumers for the res-
olution of their problems. 
Admitting that customers 
across the country using 
mobile networks were facing 
some problems, he said add-
ing the ministry was work-
ing to address the concerns 
mobile users.”We want take 
the number of mobile and 
internet users to 100 per-
cent across the country as 
soon as possible,” he added. 
The minister said his minis-
try had introduced various 
programmes for developing 
skills and capacity building 
of country’s youth to enable 
them for availing the best 
opportunities in the world 
for their future.He termed 
the broadband facility and 
internet connectivity as im-
perative for sustainable pro-
gress and development of 
the country in line with the 
vision of “Digital Pakistan” 
of Prime Minister Imran 
Khan.He said the meaning-
ful efforts were being to ex-
tend and improve services 
in rural areas of all the prov-
inces.The services of a simi-
lar and high standard would 
be provided in all areas of 
the country without any dis-
crimination, he added.The 
minister pointed out that 
there were around 170 mil-
lion active cellular phones 
users in Pakistan. Over 90 
million users had access 
to the broadband facility 
across the country, he add-
ed.He said the ministry was 
also working on projects to 
provide internet connectivi-
ty on highways and tourism 
destinations.

AIOU 
announces 

results
ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal 
Open University (AIOU) 
Monday announced results 
of graduate, post graduate 
and diploma programs of-
fered in autumn 2020 se-
mester. Furthermore, the 
university has uploaded 
results of PhD, M Phil/MS, 
MSc, MPA, MBA, BS and 
of two diploma programs, 
a press release said. Re-
sult cards have been dis-
patched to the students.
Moreover, admission for 
programs offered in 2nd 
phase of Spring 2021 se-
mester including BA (As-
sociate Degree), MA/M 
Sc and 1.5/2.5/ 4-year B 
Ed programs are in pro-
gress. Prospectuses and 
admissions forms of all of 
these programs are avail-
able online on the univer-
sity website (www.aiou.
edu.pk). It is mandatory to 
submit online application 
to get admission in any of 
these programs. The dead-
line for the submission of 
online application forms is 
March 25. – APP

Ibrar Khan

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce & In-
dustry (ICCI) has hailed the 
government decision to lift 
time limit from commercial ac-
tivities and termed it a positive 
development as it would allow 
businesses to operate without 
restrictions, recover from loss-
es and play a role for economic 
revival of the country.
Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan, Pres-
ident, Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry said 
that the government has taken 

a proactive approach for busi-
nesses as with the decline in 
the cases of Covid-19 pandem-
ic, it has lifted the time limits 
from commercial activities, 
which was a laudable move.
He said that the businesses 
have suffered huge losses due 
to lockdowns and limitations 
on timings enforced to curb the 
spread of coronavirus and hoped 
that the lifting of restrictions on 
commercial activities would help 
businesses in reviving business 
activities and making some re-
covery of losses.
He expressed special thanks 
to the ICT Administration, 

Deputy Commissioner Hamza 
Shafaat and Chief Commission-
er Amir Ali Ahmed for their 
cooperation and support to 
the businesses in these tough 
times and hoped that they 
would continue to facilitate the 
business community similarly 
in future as well.
The ICCI President further 
commended the decision of the 
government to allow the indoor 
wedding ceremonies from 15th 
March 2021 with stringent 
COVID SOPs. He said that 
thousands of people were em-
ployed in marquees and wed-
ding halls, but the closure of 

these businesses had rendered 
them jobless putting their fam-
ilies in great financial difficul-
ties. He said that the growth 
of business activities of many 
sub-sectors including poultry, 
meat, fruits & vegetables etc. 
was dependent on marquees 
and wedding halls, therefore, 
closure of these businesses 
was multiplying the problems 
of all allied businesses. There-
fore, he hoped that allowing 
indoor wedding ceremonies 
would be helpful in reviving the 
business of multiple sectors.
Welcoming the government 
decision to life time limit from 

commercial activities, Fatma 
Azim Senior Vice President 
and Abdul Rehman Khan Vice 
President Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
appealed to the business com-
munity of all sectors to ensure 
strict compliance of SOPs 
while running commercial ac-
tivities and extend a helping 
hand to the government’s ef-
forts in controlling the spread 
of Covid-19 pandemic so that 
with the normalization of COV-
ID situation, all business activ-
ities could get back to the nor-
mal routine and play positive 
role in stabilizing the economy. 

ICCI hails govt decision to lift time restrictions 
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He said that the businesses have suffered huge losses due to lockdowns and limitations on timings 
enforced to curb the spread of coronavirus and hoped that the lifting of restrictions on commercial 
activities would help businesses in reviving business activities and making some recovery of losses

FATF conspiring 
against Pakistan: PEW

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: The Pa-
kistan Economy Watch 
(PEW) on Monday said 
Financial Action Task 
Force (FATF) is conspir-
ing against Pakistan to 
further damage its fragile 
economy.
The decision of FATF 
to keep Pakistan on the 
Greylist until June is 
political, disappointing, 
and against the merit. 
The FATF’s decision to 

keep Pakistan on the grey 
list until June despite 
Pakistan’s significant 
progress on the recom-
mended actions has dis-
appointed many, it said.
People are terming the 
decision of the global 
watchdog as slanted as 
many countries have tak-
en off the watch list de-
spite their performance 
was below than that of Pa-
kistan, said Dr Murtaza 
Mughal, President PEW. 
He said that Pakistan has 
complied with 24 of the 

27 actions and it is acting 
to fulfil three remaining 
conditions to eliminate 
terror financing, he said.
Dr Murtaza Mughal said 
that Pakistan is doing best 
to fulfil all the conditions 
and it has made significant 
progress which is evident 
from the unprecedented 
increase in home remit-
tances. However, we have 
no other option but to work 
quickly and show progress 
on the rest of the action 
plan otherwise there will be 
an economic cost, he said. 

Complete compliance of 
suggested action by FATF 
and adopting global stand-
ards on illicit financing will 
bring their own dividends 
for Pakistan’s economy, he 
observed. He noted that 
FATF should not work as 
a tool for the superpowers 
to ignore countries that 
are in their good books and 
penalise the nations which 
are not. Presently there 
are eighteen countries in 
the Greylist and two states, 
North Korea and Iran are on 
the Blacklist. 

Ring Road 
Project; proposals 

by April 12
RAWALPINDI: Commis-
sioner Rawalpindi Capt 
(retd) Muhammad Me-
hmood on Monday said 
that the companies inter-
ested in getting contract 
award of Rawalpindi Ring 
Road under public-private 
partnership can submit 
their proposals by April 
12.   He said, a commit-
tee would be formed soon 
which would open and 
evaluate the bidding pro-
posals. He said, more than 
Rs. 3 billion worth award-
ed for the 31 km long track 
of the Rawalpindi Ring 
Road which would pass 
through Fateh Jang, Attock 
and Taxila would also be 
announced this week. He 
said this while presiding 
over a meeting held here 
at Commissioner’s office 
to review the Rawalpindi 
Ring Road progress. Chair-
man Rawalpindi Devel-

opment Authority (RDA) 
Tariq Mehmood Murtaza, 
Director General RDA, 
Capt (retd) Abdul Sattar 
Issani, Director Finance 
and Development Nazia 
Parveen Sundhan, Deputy 
Project Director Rawalpin-
di Ring Road Muhammad 
Abdullah and other officers 
concerned were present in 
the meeting. Muhammad 
Mehmood said that first 
contract award worth Rs 
1.5 billion for the project 
was announced two months 
ago and now the process 
of distribution of compen-
sation amount among the 
affectees, the land owners 
has been expedited while 
the ‘Patwaris’ have been 
given weekly target for the 
compensation. He said that 
out of 29 ‘moazas’ for the 
first award of the project, 
27 have been transferred to 
the government. – APP

DNA

ISLAMABAD: In  ongoing 
campaign against viola-
tions, illegal construction, 
and land mafia in the city, 
the Land Use and Building 
Control (LU&BC) Wing of 
Rawalpindi Development 
Authority (RDA) on Mon-
day conducted operation 
at High Court Road and 
Commercial Area of Gul-
raiz Housing Scheme and 
sealed ten illegal and unau-
thorized constructed com-
mercial buildings.
The LU&BC Wing’s staff 
including Deputy Director 
Building Control Atif Me-
hmood Chaudhry, Building 
Inspectors and others car-
ried out the operation. 
The owners of the prop-
erties constructed illegal 
commercial buildings with-
out approval of No Objec-
tion Certificates (NOCs), 
in violation of Punjab De-
velopment of Cities Act 
1976 and RDA Building and 
Zoning Regulations 2020.  
The RDA spokesman said 
that the Director General 

RDA  directed the LU&BC 
Wing to take strict action 
against encroachments, 
illegal and unauthorized 
constructions and com-
mercial activities without 
any fear and favour. 
He said the general public 
should also show moral 
responsibility and remove 
every type of encroach-
ment as much as they can, 
so that they could avoid 
any further loss.
He said the owners of the 
properties had carried out 
development work in the 
different areas illegally, 
without approval of lay out 
plan (LoP) from the author-
ity.  The general public has 
been advised in their own 
interest that they should 
not make any investment 
in the illegal and unauthor-
ized area and for high rise 
buildings as the same are 
not approved and allowed 
by the authority. RDA sug-
gested the citizens to con-
sult the authority before 
investing in such projects 
as the civic agency would 
not be responsible for their 
losses, he added.

RDA seals 10 
illegal commercial 

buildings

ISLAMABAD: Former President of Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry and renowned 
columnist Zafar Bakhtawari presenting his book to Editor Daily Islamabad POST, Ansar 

Mahmood Bhatti. The book titled Awaz Dost is a collection of columns of 
Zafar Bakhtawari, published in various newspapers. – DNA

FBR publishes Active Taxpayers’ list 2020
ISLAMABAD: The Federal Board of 
Revenue (FBR) on Monday published 
the Active Taxpayers’ List (ATL) for 
the Tax Year 2020. The list is being 
published in accordance with the pro-
visions of Rule 81B of Income Tax 
Rules, 2002, said an FBR press state-
ment issued here, adding presently, 
FBR’s ATL was linked with income tax 
returns for Tax Year 2019. 
The FBR ‘Active Tax Payers list 
2020’ can be viewed at the follow-
ing link https://fbr.gov.pk/Down-
loads/?id=3901&Type=Docs.
It said that the ATL was a central re-
cord of online Income Tax Return fil-
ers for the previous Tax Year and was 
being published every financial year on 

March 1, remaining valid up to the last 
day of February of the next financial 
year.  According to the statement, a  
persons on the ATL could avail many 
benefits and were not subjected to 
withholding tax on cash withdrawals, 
other banking transactions, payment 
of fee to educational institutions etc.  
Similarly, for such persons, tax on im-
ports, dividends, goods, services and 
contracts, profit on debt, prize and 
winnings, purchase of motor vehicles, 
purchase and sale of property etc. is 
withheld at a lesser rate. 
The list would include the persons 
who have filed income tax returns for 
tax year 2020 within the due date or 
the dates extended by the concerned 

Commissioner Inland Revenue.  
The list would be updated on weekly 
basis every Sunday at 2400 hours and 
would be available on FBR’s website as 
well as Tax Asaan App.  
ATL status of individuals could also 
be checked by typing message “ATL 
(space) 13 digits Computerized Na-
tional Identity Card (CNIC)” and 
sending to 9966. For checking ATL 
status of AOP or a Company one 
would have to type “ATL (space) 7 
digits National Tax Number (NTN)” 
and sending to 9966. The persons 
who have filed income tax returns 
after the due date or extended dates 
have to pay a surcharge for inclusion 
in ATL. – APP
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Briefs
IHC grants 

bail to 
woman 
lawyer

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) on 
Monday granted post ar-
rest bail to a woman lawyer 
Nazia Bibi in IHC building 
attack case and reserved 
the decision on bail plea of 
another lawyer.  A division 
bench comprising Justice 
Aamer Farooq and Justice 
Mohsin Akhter Kiyani heard 
the post arrest bail petition 
of two lawyers.  Sardar Latif 
Khosa, Barrister Rizwan 
Abbasi and other lawyers 
appeared before the court.
During the course of pro-
ceeding, Latif Khosa argued 
that Nazia Bibi had a two 
year infant and she was also 
sick. She had been pursuing 
a case before bench No. 7 of 
IHC at the time of incident, 
he said, adding that the 
woman lawyer had no con-
nection with the case.
He further argued that an-
other lawyer Naveed Malik 
had been named in the case 
but he had no connection 
with incident. He was in IHC 
during the incident but was 
not at chief justice block. 
Justice Farooq remarked 
that if the juniors were in 
forefront then their seniors 
should have convinced them 
to avoid such attitude. The 
involved lawyers should be 
made accountable in bar 
council.  Justice Farooq said 
that there was a need of pro-
fessional training of junior 
lawyers.  However, the state 
counsel said that lawyer 
Naveed Malik was leading 
the protesters in accord-
ance of the CDR and CCTV 
footage and four witness 
constables also gave state-
ment in this regard. – APP

CPI inflation 
increases by 

8.7% on 
ISLAMABAD: The Con-
sumer Price Index (CPI) 
based monthly inflation in-
creased by 8.7 percent on 
year-on-year (YoY)  in Feb-
ruary 2021 as compared to 
an increase of 5.7% in the 
previous month and 12.4% 
in February 2020, Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics (PBS) 
reported Friday. 
On month-on-month basis, it 
increased by 1.8% in Febru-
ary 2021 as compared to a 
decrease of 0.2% in the pre-
vious month and a decrease 
of 1.0% in February 2020.
According to PBS data, the 
urban CPI based inflation, 
increased by 8.6% on year-
on-year basis in February 
2021 as compared to an 
increase of 5.0% in the pre-
vious month and 11.2% in 
February 2020. On month-
on-month basis, it
decreased by 2.3% in Febru-
ary 2021 as compared to a 
decrease of 0.2% in the pre-
vious month and a decrease 
of 1.1% in February 2020.
The CPI based rural infla-
tion increased by 8.8% on 
year-on-year basis in Febru-
ary 2021 as compared to an 
increase of 6.6% in the pre-
vious month and 14.2% in 
February 2020. On month-
on-month basis, it increased 
by 1.1% in February 2021 as 
compared to a decrease of 
0.3% in the previous month 
and a decrease of 1.0% in 
February 2020. – APP

RCB 
confiscates 

296 truckload 
goods 

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi 
Cantonment Board (RCB) 
confiscated over 296 truck-
load goods from different 
markets under its grand 
operation against encroach-
ments to make the RCB ar-
eas encroachment free dur-
ing last eight months. 
The grand anti-encroach-
ment operation on the 
special instruction of Can-
tonment Executive Officer 
(CEO) was launched and 
the teams conducted a large 
number of operations in dif-
ferent areas and imposed 
fines amounting to over 
Rs 4.4 million on the rules 
violators.  According to 
RCB spokesman, the grand 
clean-up operation against 
encroachments continued 
during the period in RCB ar-
eas and the encroachments 
were removed from different 
markets including Saddar 
bazaar, Tench Bhatta, Peo-
ples Colony, Dhoke Syedan, 
Bakara Mandi, Chungi 
Number 22, Choohrr, Mas-
rial and several other areas 
while the teams also issued 
a large number of notices to 
the rules violators. 
Sheds illegally constructed 
in various commercial ar-
eas were also demolished, 
he informed. – APP

RCCI construction trade 
fair ends on a high note
Staff Report

RAWALPINDI: The first Build 
2021 and Construction Trade 
Fair being organized by the 
Rawalpindi Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (RCCI) end-
ed on a high note at Topi Rakh 
Complex Ayub Park Rawalpindi.
On the third day of Expo, High 
Commissioner of Sri Lanka Vice 
Admiral Mohan Wijewickrama 
and South African High Com-
missioner Mthuthuzeli Madik-
iza visited different stalls and 
appreciated the development 
projects, High Tech clean and 
green equipment for buildings. 
The envoys appreciated RCCI 
for its efforts towards promoting 
trade activities and organising 
exhibitions.
RCCI President Nasir Mirza said 
the purpose of the exhibition 
was to promote business activi-

ties. A musical evening and food 
court was also arranged to enter-
tain people in the evening, Nasir 

Mirza said, adding that such ex-
hibitions will be held regularly.
Internationally acclaimed art-

ist, Sufi Pop and traditional folk 
icon of Pakistan, Arif Lohar per-
formed in the Expo Arena and 

amused the participants.
Exhibition Chairman Sardar 
Tanveer Sarwar said the exhibi-
tion provided an opportunity to 
investors in the field of housing 
and construction to get more in-
formation about various projects 
under one roof. Also, expo pro-
vides some relief to people to 
come out of stress faced by COV-
ID Lock-down, he added.
During the three-day expo, com-
panies associated with the hous-
ing and construction sector had 
set up stalls. Meanwhile, Federal 
Minister Azam Khan Swati, Min-
ister Aviation Ghulam Sarwar 
Khan, Chairman Kashmir Com-
mittee Shahryar Afridi, Chair-
man RDA Tariq Murtaza, ambas-
sadors, high commissioners and 
commercial counselors, pres-
idents of different chamber of 
commerce, and representatives 
of Trade Associations visited the 
Build 2021 Expo.

Work on 
health 

projects 
underway

RAWALPINDI: District Fi-
nance and Development 
Officer Health Dr Ali Ah-
san on Monday said  the 
construction of a new hos-
pital and up-gradation of 
various health projects was 
underway. Giving details, 
the Director told APP that 
74 percent of construction 
work of setting up the new 
Tehsil Headquarter Hospi-
tal(THQ) at  Potohar Town 
has been completed for 
which the provincial gov-
ernment has so far spent 
Rs 355.2 million.  The Di-
rector informed that in the 
first phase the construction 
of 1st floor has been com-
pleted while the flooring 
of 2nd,3rd floor besides 
Mumty, garages, canteen,  
laundry, boundary wall and 
residences for officials are 
being completed to help ail-
ing segments of the society
“The Rs 656.028 million 
health project, inaugurat-
ed in September 2017 will 
hopefully be completed by 
June 2021, adding the pro-
vincial government has so 
far spent Rs 355.2 million 
out of the total Rs 473.31 
million allocated for the 
construction while Rs 182.7 
million would be spent on 
purchasing of necessary 
equipment”, he said.
The Director further in-
formed that the renovation 
work of Tehsil Headquarter 
Hospital Murree is in the fi-
nal stages as 91 percent of 
construction work has been 
completed at the cost of Rs 
45.24 million out of the total 
Rs 49.255 mln allocated for 
the project. Ahsan said that 
after the installation of the 
heating system which was 
in progress the work on the 
project would be finished.
Giving details about the 
Up-gradation of Basic 
Health Unit(BHU)to Rural 
Health Center(RHC) level 
hospital at Thoa Khalsa in 
tehsil Kahuta, he said  100% 
of construction work of the 
main building has been 
completed at a cost of Rs 
19.8 million while Rs 26.17 
mln would be utilized for 
the purchase of hospital”s 
equipment including x-ray, 
ultrasound. Ali said that 
the Punjab government was 
determined to upgrade the 
existing health facilities in 
rural areas of Rawalpindi 
and all available resources 
would be used to bring a vis-
ible change in the delivery 
of the best health services.

ATC extends 
judicial 

remand of 
Shoaib Gujjar
ISLAMABAD: An Anti-Ter-
rorism Court Judge Raja 
Jawad Abbas Hassan ex-
tended the judicial remand 
of Shoaib Gujjar Advocate, 
arrested in the High Court 
attack case till March 4 and 
adjourned the hearing at 
the request of his lawyers. 
On Monday the accused 
Shoaib Gujjar was  brought 
from jail and produced be-
fore the court.  The court in-
quired where was the inves-
tigating officer? On which it 
was informed that he was 
in the High Court.  The 
lawyers requested that the 
challan had not been sub-
mitted by the police so far. 
it will be ascertained what 
allegations had been made 
once the challan would be 
submitted.  The court di-
rected the police to submitt 
the challan. – APP

Plastic 
bags’ ban 

enforcement 
team fines on 

violators
ISLAMABAD: The Plastic 
Bags ban implementation 
team comprising of Ministry 
of Climate Change (MoCC) 
and Pakistan Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (Pak-
EPA) with the support of 
ICT Administration has in-
itiated enforcement for ban 
on Polythene bags from Aab-
para Market here on Mon-
day. A MoCC official told 
APP that strict implementa-
tion of the ban was launched 
whereas on the first day the 
team has imposed fines on 
violators of Rs 2,30, 000 
and confiscated over 25 Kg 
of Polythene bags. He add-
ed that a massive awareness 
drive was kicked off in the 
federal capital to apprise 
the masses for avoiding use 
of single-use plastic bags. 
However, on violation an in-
dividual would be fined Rs 
5,000, shopkeeper Rs 10,000 
and a manufacturer would be 
fined Rs 100,000 whereas in 
case of repeated violations 
the penalty would be doubled 
along with confiscation of 
plastic bags.  – APP
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Moonis calls for strengthening ties with Bangladesh
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is always the first 
one to take initiatives for strengthening Pa-
kistan-Bangladesh relations, but little reci-
procity is shown by Bangladesh. Therefore 
it is high time for Pakistan and Bangladesh 
to let go of the past and work together for a 
progressive future.
These were the remarks made by Dr. Moon-
is Ahmar, Meritorious Professor, Depart-
ment of International Relations, University 
of Karachi, while speaking at the second 
webinar in the series “Pakistan–Bangla-
desh Relations” organized by the Center 
for Research and Security Studies (CRSS), 
earlier today. Speakers included Dr. Sharin 
Shajahan Naomi, Assistant Professor, Gen-
der Studies, Asian University for Women, 
Bangladesh, M. Sarwar, Barrister-at-Law of 
Lincoln’s Inn., and Mr. Imtiaz Gul, Execu-
tive Director of CRSS.

He added that a flexible visa regime can 
help in enhancing people to people rela-
tions between Pakistan and Bangladesh. He 
continued that people of both the countries 
have enormous opportunities to mend eco-
nomic, political and cultural relations.
According to him, efforts should be made 
to promote academic cooperation between 
the educational institutes of both countries. 
This cannot be done unless there are lead-
ers from both sides who are able to promote 
meaningful interaction between students 
from Pakistan and Bangladesh.
He proposed the truth and reconciliation 
commission which can help overcome the 
bitterness of the past and also help in sani-
tizing the historical literature on the events 
around 1971. Dr. Sharin Shajahan Naomi 
expressed that Pakistanis and Bangladeshis 
are happy with each other. In politics there 
is a binary view but people to people rela-
tions are good, despite the past trauma and 
unfortunate memories.

Currently there is a huge gap in the eco-
nomic relations between Pakistan and 
Bangladesh.She suggested that a trade 
agreement could be a strong starting 
point to form good relations on a higher 
level and Bangladesh would be welcoming 
towards this stance since it wants good 
relations with all its neighbors includ-
ing China, Pakistan and India. Barrister 
M. Sarwar rein forced that we share a 
common history. He admitted that there 
have been some political mistakes but we 
should move on from the past and make 
progress for the future.
Good people to people relations are demon-
strated when it comes to sporting events 
and tourism between regional countries. In 
his view, in the subcontinent, no country 
can develop individually, the whole region 
has to develop economically as economic 
viability will ensure security.
Public opinion is one of the most important 
foreign policy determinants. Therefore, re-

gardless of reciprocity by the government 
of Bangladesh, Pakistan should continue do-
ing its bits and ifthe citizens of Bangladesh 
will see the benefits of the policies of Paki-
stan, they themselves will mobilize support 
in favor of Pakistan and pressurize their 
government into taking reciprocal steps.
Dr. Moonis Ahmar ended his conversation 
on the note that history textbooks can make 
a difference by promoting a sense of joint 
history instead of spreading hate and vio-
lence. For a win-win situation there has to 
be ease in flights, shipping and trade linkag-
es. He also highlighted that there is nothing 
against Bangladesh in Pakistan, the youth 
of both countries should not carry the bag-
gage of the past. Barrister M. Sarwar in his 
closing remarks admitted that Bangladesh 
understands the failures of its foreign poli-
cy and is working to open up to other coun-
tries to have good relations. In this regard 
he commended Pakistan’s efforts in lifting 
visa restrictions.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Egypt for Pakistan Tariq Mohmamed Dahroug 
calls on Federal Minister for Interior Sheikh Rashid Ahmed. – DNA

Shaheen Haneef

ISLAMABAD: As part 
of collaboration for aca-
demic excellence initia-
tive, the National Acade-
my of Higher Education 
(NAHE) is organizing 
roundtable discussion 
events nationally and in 
the provinces and the 
first provincial workshop/
roundtable was held on 
Monday to identify fac-
ulty development needs 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP). Representatives 
from universities includ-
ing those from the quality 
enhancement cells in uni-
versities across the prov-
ince were in attendance 
including Buner, Karak, 
Malakand, Haripur, Pesha-
war and former Federally 
Administered Tribal Areas.
During the event, partici-
pants were able to debate 
and discuss urgent fac-
ulty development needs 
unique to their contexts, 
potential collaborations 
between public and pri-
vate sector universities 
and the role NAHE can 
play to contribute to the 
professional development 
of their faculties.
NAHE Rector Dr Shaheen 
Sardar Ali thanked the 
participants for making 
the trip to Peshawar and 
taking time to participate 
in these challenging times. 
She identified both chal-
lenges and opportunities 
identified in the national 
higher education land-
scape as a result of COV-

ID-19.
Universities were able to 
share their varying experi-
ences of capacity building 
in their respective institu-
tions. Teaching philosophy 
and methodology, online 
capability and research 
mentorship were among 
the most common prob-
lems in capacity identified 
by the universities. Howev-
er, there was a great spirit 
of collaboration and a will-
ingness to create a commu-
nity of practice to improve 
the quality of learning 
available in the higher 
education  institutions 
across Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa. Sharing of resources, 
identifying strengths and 
all that public and private 
institutions could offer to 
each other under the guid-
ance of NAHE were possi-
bilities discussed.
Over the next few months, 
members of the NAHE 
team would travel to Kara-
chi, Lahore, and Sargodha 
to conduct additional 
roundtables and hopefully 
include representatives 
from all provinces and re-
gions of Pakistan.
NAHE is established as a 
stand-alone, autonomous 
institution operating un-
der the auspices of HEC 
to improve the quality of 
teaching, research, and gov-
ernance in higher education 
institutions across Pakistan. 
This series of workshops 
is one of multiple ongoing 
NAHE endeavors to facili-
tate capacity building of fac-
ulty in the higher education 
institutions.

NAHE holds roundtable 
to identify faculty 

development needs

RAWALPINDI: RCCI President Nasir Mirza presenting a memento to South African High commissioner Mthuthuzeli Madikiza at Ayub Park Rawalpindi. – DNA

CDA operation against 
land grabbers underway

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: The operation of Capital 
Development Authority (CDA) against 
encroachments and land grabbers is un-
derway. The Enforcement department 
of CDA conducted operation against il-

legal constructions and encroachments 
at Panjgraan, Lehtrar road, Khhana 
pul, Tramari, and Tarlai on Monday. 03 
homes, 09 rooms, 04 washrooms, 04 
boundary walls, buffalo shelters, and 
some other constructions were demol-
ished in Panjgraan. Construction ma-
terial was captured from the spot. On 

the other hand operations were also 
conducted at Lehtrar road, Khhana pul, 
Tramari, and Tarlai upon the complaints 
of the citizens. Poultry stalls, vegetables 
stalls, push carts, road side setups, tea 
stalls, and other encroachments from 
the road sides. Material captured from 
the spot was submitted to store of CDA.
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A big step Uplifting Sindh

On the second anniversary of our response to India’s il-
legal, reckless military adventure of airstrikes against 
Pakistan, it is clear, in hindsight, who stood with more 

integrity. Two years later, India is still embroiled in confronta-
tion with IIOK, and has swiftly become a much more dangerous 
place for its Muslim citizens. In contrast, looking at Pakistan, 
it seems evident that Pakistan was always committed to peace 
and human rights, where even the Indian Air Force pilot cap-
tured by Pakistan after his MiG 21 Bison aircraft was shot down 
by a Pakistan Air Force (PAF) jet has praised us once more.
Two years after the two countries come close to a nuclear war, 
a big step for peace has been taken. The Directors-General Mil-
itary Operations (DGMOs) of Pakistani and Indian armies in a 
hotline contact on Wednesday agreed to abide by the 2003 bi-
lateral ceasefire arrangement at the LoC. The DGMO contact 
also has great symbolic significance in the history of Pak-India 
ties. The agreement was signed in 2003 but held only for a few 
years as regular ceasefire violations have occurred since 2008.
Border violations became a serious problem after Narendra 
Modi came to power in 2014, resulting in many deaths and 
much violence along the LoC. This is a diplomatic victory for 
Pakistan—its commitment to peace and settlement of disputes 
through diplomatic channels has convinced even the increas-
ingly fascist government of India that not committing to any 
kind of negotiation would lead to bad press internationally. 
Even though anti-Pakistan rhetoric, unfortunately, gains the 
support of the hard-right in India, the Indian government has 
evidently calculated that the international consequences of not 
trying for peace were too high.
However, it must be reminded that this step does not mean our 
biggest issues have been resolved. There is the insurmountable 
issue of protecting the Kashmiri populations’ rights—a cause 
Pakistan counts as one of its highest priorities. Pakistan must 
make sure this commitment to the ceasefire does not just mean 
empty words and inaction—outstanding issues can be resolved 
if only the neighbour reciprocates our words and acts on them.

F eder a l  Minister for Planning, Development and 
Special Initiatives Asad Umar’s revelation that the 
government is announcing a mega developmental 

project for Sindh is praiseworthy. The government of 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) intends to carry out the 
direly needed developmental project with the help of its 
political allies, Muttahida Qaumi Movement Pakistan 
(MQM-P) and Grand Democratic Alliance (GDA).
The main areas in which the government intends to bring 
reforms include federal organisations, i.e., NADRA, WAP-
DA, NHA and power distribution companies. Indeed, the 
government’s decision to improve these institutions will 
greatly facilitate ordinary people. However, the cities and 
rural areas, especially in interior Sindh, lack social ser-
vices and infrastructure facilities. Even Karachi, which 
is the most developed city in the province, faces severe 
infrastructural issues.
A prudent approach is to focus on improving the basic 
needs in the rural areas of the province. For instance, 
many cities lack proper facilities in primary health setups 
and even district headquarters hospitals. Schools in the 
towns and villages are in bad conditions.
Many villages in interior Sindh do not have water supply fa-
cilities. Likewise, many areas lack proper drainage facilities. 
Therefore, the developmental package must allocate a good 
share of funds for improving municipal and infrastructure 
issues in rural areas. What is missing from this laudable an-
nouncement is the participation of the ruling party in Sindh, 
Pakistan People’s Party (PPP). If PTI can join hands with 
PPP to develop Karachi, why is it reluctant to do the same 
now? If the federal government wants real change in Sindh, 
it must not work without PPP. Together, the both the federal 
and provincial governments can bring substantial changes 
in Sindh. Including PPP will ensure the allocation of more 
funds for the project. Just one of the two political parties 
cannot ensure the successful implementation of such a 
grand infrastructural initiative.

D espite  hue and cry of corrupt elements of 
the society in the country, karma of Nation-
al Accountability Bureau (NAB) is achieving 

skies in terms of new heights of recoveries from 
the dif ferent sectors of economy, production chan-
nels, departments and of course corrupt individu-
als since its inception.  Now NAB stands for total 
transparency, accountability, trust, ef f iciency and 
above all professionalism.
Semo Sancus was a god of trust, honesty, and oaths 
whereas, Themis, was a personification of justice, god-
dess of wisdom and good counsel in the ancient Greeks 
who maintained true spirits of justice and accountability 
in the society which further strengthened real essence 
of humanity and parameters of human survival in which 
justice and accountability played very important role. 
So, NAB has been carrying true spirits of justice and 

accountability since its inception in Pakistan.   
In Islam corruption is prohibited because corruption 
is the mother of all evils. It has multiplier socio-eco-
nomic and geopolitical damaging and destructive ef-
fects in the country. Corruption is an anti-human and 
development act also. It has rigged system and weaker 
factions and sections of society are now on its mer-
cy. Devils & Devis have been sitting on the peaks of 
mountains of corruption for so many years untouched, 
unnoticed, unanswered and unaccounted. For the first 
time through NAB numerous Devils & Devis have 
been caught red-handed and punished.
Unfortunately, our elite junta has been looting na-
tional treasuries with no mercy due to which com-
mon people, general health, schooling, clean drink-
ing water, basic human rights and basic necessities 
of life has been compromised. But NAB has become 
ray of hope in the siege of darkness, injustice, 
malpractice, corruption, embezzlement, fudging 
of funds, decay of judicial system and above all un-
tamed official discretions in the country. 
It seems that now caravans of ultimate accountability, 
justice and recovery are on the right path under the 
supervision of NAB Chairman Justice (r) Javed Iqbal 
and prosecutor General Syed Asghar Haider.        
Due to their tireless systematic organizational 
mechanism eradication of corruption has become 
the voice of the whole nation as it not only halts 
progress of the country but also usurps the rights 
of the deserving people. Pakistan is facing the chal-
lenge of corruption which is the root cause of all 
problems being endured by the country. 
Corruption has a chain which acts like a termite. 
The National Accountability Bureau (NAB) was 
established in 1999 to cope with the menace of 
corruption. Besides bringing corrupt elements to 
justice, it was tasked with recovering the looted 
amount, and then either returning it to the affected 
or depositing it in the national exchequer.
According to statistical data of the NAB since its in-
ception, out of 457,668 complaints NAB has received 
so far 405,212 were taken care of, while the scrutiny 
of 556 complaints was still continuing at final phase. 
NAB has so far approved 100,644 complaint verifica-
tions. Of which 100,865 complaint verifications com-
pleted. Right now 779 complaint verifications are 
being scrutinized. Some 8,953 inquiries have been 
completed from out of 9,883 inquiries approved so far. 
Moreover, working on some 930 inquiries is still 
continuing nowadays. Some 4,201 investigations 
have so far been completed from out of 4,547 in-
vestigations approved. Working on 436 inquiries 
is still continuing. NAB has filed 3,645 corruption 
references since inception. Of which 2,398 refer-
ences have been decided by relevant accountability 
courts. Right now 1,247 references are under trial 
in different accountability courts. 
NAB Chairman Justice (r) Javed Iqbal has developed an 

excellent system of anti-corruption strategy. NAB during 
2019, received a total of 53,643 complaints during 2019. 
Of which 42,760 were taken to logical conclusions. 
Under the visionary leadership of Justice Javed Iqbal, 
the bureau has so far recovered Rs363 billion directly 
or indirectly. The recovered record amount has been 
deposited in national exchequer. A total of 97 mega 
corruption references were under-trial from out of 179 
mega corruption references filed in different account-
ability courts. Some 57 such references have been 
concluded as per law. A total of 10 inquiries, 15 inves-
tigations are under trial from out of a total of 179 mega 
corruption references filed by the anti graft watchdog.
Justice (r) Javed Iqbal has established a CIT sys-
tem for improving internal performance mechanism 
and benefiting the experience of senior supervisory 
officers. A consultative committee has also been es-
tablished for resolving business community issues. 
Business community has already thanked the chair-
man for taking vital measures to resolve their prob-
lems. Chairman has already directed NAB officers 
to deal visiting businessmen, politicians and others 
with respect and dignity as NAB is people friendly 
organisation and it does not believe in hurting any-
body’s feelings. Moreover, NAB has established a fo-
rensic lab at Islamabad in which the facilities of ana-
lyzing digital forensic, documents and fingerprints 
are available. It helps saving time besides ensuring 
accuracy. NAB is the sitting chairman of SAARC an-
ti-corruption forum. It is a significant achievement 
of the country. NAB is also a focal anti corruption 
institute according to the UN anti corruption con-
vention, which is an honour for Pakistan.
The bureau has also signed a MoU with China in 
connection with anti corruption. This is aimed at 
cooperating and benefiting each other’s experienc-
es for eradication of corruption.
Despite  character  assass inat ion NAB of f icers 
have no a f f i l ia t ion with any group,  indiv idual  or 
par t y  but  only  with st ate  of  Pakist an.  The per-
formance of  NAB under the leadership of  Javed 
Iqbal  and prosecutor  General  Syed Asghar  Haid -
er  has  been lauded by reputed World  Econom-
ic  For um, Pi ldat ,  Transparency Internat ional , 
Mishaal  Pakist an.  According to  Gal lup sur vey 59 
percent  Pakist anis  have expressed sat is fact ion 
over  NAB’s  per formance. 
Most recently, the NAB released its three-year perfor-
mance report, showing a total recovery of Rs487 bil-
lion. The highest recovery and best performance was 
shown by the bureau’s office for Rawalpindi region.
Of the total Rs487bn, the Rawal¬pindi NAB recov-
ered Rs290bn, showing the best performance among 
all seven regional offices of the anti-graft watchdog 
during the last period under review. It was followed 
by Karachi, which managed to recover the plun-
dered wealth of Rs93.17bn. Lahore NAB recovered 
Rs72.2bn, Sukkur Rs26.16bn, Multan Rs4.10bn, Ba-

lochistan Rs1.81bn and Khyber Pakhtun¬khwa NAB 
Rs733.3 -million. The total recovery of NAB, since 
its inception in 1999, is said to be Rs714bn.
The Lahore NAB received 10,211 complaints in 
2018, 14,008 in 2019 and 5,023 in 2020 which have 
also been disposed of and presently 757 complaints 
are said to be under process. It authorised 326 com-
plaint verifications in 2018, 243 in 2019 and 148 in 
2020 and authorised 213 inquiries in 2018, 103 in 
2019 and 56 in 2020. The NAB Lahore authorised 
37 investigations in 2018, 36 in 2019 and 26 in 2020 
and filed 74 references in 2018, 55 in 2019 and 38 in 
2020. It recovered Rs9.63bn in 2018, Rs33.55bn in 
2019 and Rs29.02bn in 2020.
NAB Chairman retired Justice Javed Iqbal said that 
one of NAB’s major achievements since its incep-
tion was the recovery of around Rs714bn directly 
and indirectly which was a remarkable achievement 
as compared to other anti-corruption organisations 
with an overall conviction ratio of 68.8 per cent.
Prime Minister (PM) Imran Khan has also appreciated 
performance and recoveries of the NAB told during 
2019 and 2020 amounting to Rs389 billion in compar-
ison to previous 10 years (2008-2018) recoveries. The 
premier said that anti-corruption department in Pun-
jab has recovered Rs206 billion in 27 months in com-
parison to only Rs3 billion in the past 10 years under 
the corrupt rulers.
Human civilization and evolution of modern govern-
ance uphold the significance of justice and account-
ability. From Prophet David to Salman to Moses 
and Jesus concept of accountability and justice mat-
tered and acted as first deterrence. The rise & fall 
of Roman Empire and other splendid states of an-
cient China, Persia, Egypt and even India all bowed 
towards the strategic importance of concept of ac-
countability and justice in the societies at large.
In any civilized society there is no scope for corrup-
tion. People of this country have been at the receiving 
end because of unstopped corruption and uncountable 
deeds of so-called dignified political figures and its 
cartels for the last sixty years. Somehow, they all re-
mained untouchable and repeated undue compromises 
unfortunately, transformed them diva and deity. Now 
PTI government has showed some courage to trial the 
corrupt politicians. In this regard despite constant 
criticism on National Accountability Bureau (NAB) 
various cases of corruption and money laundering are 
being filed in the courts. 
Pakistan has now entered into a defining moment. 
The tussle between state and corrupt political stat-
utes, courts and conspiracies, law and loot, justice 
and jugglers and above all accountability and fu-
gitiveness will come to its logical conclusion very 
soon because state is at stake and a series of po-
litical balderdash will achieve nothing but total ca-
tastrophe in which National Accountability Bureau 
karma will play a vital role.

US President Joe Biden made his debut 
on the international stage last Friday 
when he addressed a virtual meeting 

of the Munich Security Conference and out-
lined his administration’s foreign policy foun-
dations. Putting an end to Donald Trump’s 
isolationist era he declared that “America is 
back” in reference to it reclaiming its role as 
a global world leader that is ready to engage 
with its partners and foes.
He set out a humanitarian message that fo -
cused on embracing and suppor ting demo-
cratic values,  human rights and the rule of 

law while underl ining his embrace of  mul -
t i lateral ism. Moving away from Trump’s 
“America First” mantra Biden outl ined how 
his administration was quick to rejoin the 
Paris Agreement on cl imate change and the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) while 
pledging bi l l ions of  dol lars to suppor t a fund 
that aims at del ivering COVID-19 vaccines to 
poor countries.  Regardless of how one feels 
about US politics and role in the world, Amer-
ica’s leadership is sorely needed at a time of 
a global pandemic, economic meltdown, envi-
ronmental catastrophes and endemic regional 
conf licts. Biden promised positive engage-
ment and working with America’s partners to 
strengthen alliances and putting diplomacy 
f irst as a way to resolve conf licts.
But he also pointed the f inger at China, as 
an economic foe, and Russia as a political ad-
versary. Both countries present challenges to 
the US and its European partners. Moscow, 
he said, wants to weaken the European pro-
ject and undermine the transatlantic alliance.
His reference to the Middle East focused almost 
entirely on Iran and its nuclear activities. He 
announced that the US was prepared to re-en-
gage in negotiations with the P5+1 on Iran’s 
nuclear program while also addressing Iran’s 
destabilising activities across the Middle East.
In the view of many US analysts Biden’s for-
eign pol icy priorit y in the region wil l  t arget 
renegotiat ing the nuclear agreement with 
Iran in a bid to rol l  back uni lateral  meas-
ures taken by Tehran to resume its urani -
um enrichment outside any international 
oversight.  The US has welcomed a Europe-
an init iat ive to hold fresh talks with Iran. 

But a hawkish Iranian parl iament backed 
by the countr y’s Supreme Leader Ayatol lah 
Ali  Khameini  is  refusing to back down and 
insists on the uncondit ional  return of  the 
US to the 2015 nuclear deal  while l i f t ing al l 
economic sanctions.
Iran is also refusing any suggestions to re-
negotiate the deal that includes putting con-
straints on its long range missile program. 
The US, as well as its European and region-
al partners, want to discuss Iran’s regional 
agenda and its meddling in the af fairs of Iraq, 
Syria, Lebanon and Yemen.
As things stand now it looks almost impossi-
ble that the US will cave in to Tehran’s condi-
tions. It also seems that Iran’s hardliners will 
prevent the Hassan Rouhani government from 
making any concessions. Iran will hold new 
elections in June and hardliners are expected 
to dominate. For now the stalemate will re-
main at least until after the Iranian elections.
Analysts also believe that Biden may resume 
the pivot to Asia policy of President Obama 
and that the Middle East may not be a priority 
for his foreign policy team. That would be a 
grave mistake.
For one while the US is no longer depend-
ent on Middle East oil, its interests stretch 
beyond the economic sphere. The Iranian 
question presents a challenge for America’s 
partners in the region and Europe. America’s 
presence in Iraq and its attempt to stabilise 
that country almost two decades after it in-
vaded it will not be settled while Iran and pro-
Iran militias continue to divide that country.
Iran’s backing of the Assad regime in Syria 
and of the Hizbollah group in Lebanon is a 

red line for Israel, America’s closest ally in 
the region. The possibility of a major clash 
between Israel and Iran in Syria and Lebanon 
cannot be discounted.
Also while Biden and his team reiterated their 
support for the two-state solution to end the 
conf lict between Israel and the Palestinians, 
the White House is not expected to launch any 
new initiatives. Allowing Israel to continue its 
policy of colony building in Palestinian terri-
tory will complicate future peace ef forts.
The real it y is  that the region needs US 
engagement and leadership.  America’s ab-
sence in the past four years has exacerbat -
ed regional  problems and al lowed countries 
l ike Turkey and Iran to extend their inf lu -
ence in the region beyond their borders. 
And as President Biden said the US cannot 
al low Daesh to regroup once more. For the 
international  coal it ion to succeed in stamp-
ing out ter rorist  groups in the region US 
leadership is needed.
But the US must revise its pol icy of  mil i -
t ar y inter ventionism in the region, which 
af ter more than two decades,  has fai led to 
del iver peace and stabi l i t y.  It  must also ex-
pand its engagement with its par tners to go 
beyond mil i t ar y and securit y cooperation. 
The simple fact is  that the US cannot af ford 
to walk away from the region’s chal lenges 
which could and wil l  spi l l  over.  Posit ive en-
gagement is  what the US needs to do and 
while resolving conf l icts wil l  not be easy or 
quick,  Biden can draw a road map along with 
his par tners towards ending much of  the re-
gion’s ter rible woes.

Courtesy: Gulf News

Karma of NAB achieving heights of recoveries

Middle East needs positive US engagement

Dr. Mehmood Ul Hassan Khan

Osama Al Sharif

In Islam corruption 
is prohibited because 

corruption is the mother 
of all evils. It has 

multiplier socio-economic 
and geopolitical damaging 
and destructive effects in 
the country. Corruption 

is an anti-human and 
development act also. 
It has rigged system 

and weaker factions and 
sections of society are 

now on its mercy

But he also pointed the 
finger at China, as an 

economic foe, and Russia 
as a political adversary. 
Both countries present 

challenges to the US and 
its European partners. 
Moscow, he said, wants 
to weaken the European 
project and undermine 

the transatlantic alliance
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China urges for political settlement of Afghanistan

Briefs
PAF clinches 
U25 sailing 

c’ships 2021
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Air 
Force (PAF) sailing team 
maintained their supremacy 
in the National Junior U-25 
Sailing Championship 2021 
by winning all three Gold 
Medals at open sea near 
Clifton beach Karachi. 
PAF won 8 out of a total 9 
medals and made history, 
said a press release issued 
here in Monday.  On the 
final day of the Champion-
ships,  PAF Sailors were 
unopposed and comforta-
bly won all medals in Laser 
Standard, 470 Class and 
Windsurfing RSX Class 
championships.  In the 
Laser Standard category 
Awais of PAF maintained 
his domination throughout 
the Championship. After 
a very tough competition 
Hamza of Navy managed to 
get second position followed 
by Augustin of PAF. 
In 470 Class category, all 
Gold, Silver and Bronze med-
als were clinched by PAF.  
Pazeem and Mubashir Ali 
won Gold medals, Zain Bin 
Yameen and Muhammad Ab-
dullah got Silver and Daniyal 
Tanveer and Imran of PAF 
were awarded Bronze medals 
respectively. In Windsurfing 
RSX Class category, PAF 
also dominated by getting all 
three medals. Sami Ullah was 
awarded Gold medal, Naveed 
Iqbal won Silver and Mu-
hammad Suleman claimed 
Bronze medal.

Govt offers 
six seats to 

PDM from 
Balochistan

From Page 01
Supreme Court of Pakistan 
opined that the Senate elec-
tion is held “under the Con-
stitution” and thus cannot 
be conducted through an 
open ballot, as per the gov-
ernment’s demand.
However, it also said that 
the secrecy of the ballot is 
not “absolute” and that the 
Election Commission of 
Pakistan can employ tech-
nology and seek help from 
federal agencies to ensure 
that the elections are held 
in a free and fair environ-
ment and guarded against 
any corruption.
The proposal also mirrors a 
similar arrangement made 
recently in the Punjab As-
sembly, where five candi-
dates each from the PML-N 
and PTI and one candidate 
from the PML-Q were de-
clared elected to the Senate 
seats by default.
The unusual result was the 
fruit of an understanding be-
tween the government and 
the opposition which saw 
them both withdraw their 
challengers to each others’ 
seats in favour of a division 
of seats that was represent-
ative of the party positions 
in the province.

Prince Philip 
transferred to 

second hospital

DNA
LONDON: Britain’s 
Prince Philip has been 
transferred to a differ-
ent hospital for infection 
treatment and heart con-
dition tests, a Bucking-
ham Palace statement 
said Monday. According 
to the statement, Philip 
was transferred to a sec-
ond hospital, which is also 
located in central London, 
to continue treatment for 
an infection, “as well as 
undertake testing and ob-
servation for a pre-existing 
heart condition”.
It added that the 99-year-
old Duke of Edinburgh 
“remains comfortable and 
is responding to treat-
ment”, but is expected to 
remain in hospital until at 
least the end of the week. 
The duke’s condition is 
not related to COVID-19, 
according to the Bucking-
ham Palace. He was admit-
ted to a London hospital 
about two weeks ago as 
a “precautionary meas-
ure” after feeling unwell. 
Prince Charles visited his 
father in the hospital last 
month and spent about 30 
minutes together. Turning 
100 in June, Philip retired 
from public duties in 2017 
and rarely appears in pub-
lic. He has been staying 
with the Queen Elizabeth 
II at Windsor Castle since 
COVID-19 restrictions 
were first introduced in 
the country last year. Last 
month, Buckingham Pal-
ace confirmed the Queen 
and Philip had both re-
ceived their first dose of a 
coronavirus vaccine.

Wednesday, March 3: 
Karachi Kings v Peshawar 
Zalmi (2pm); Quetta Glad-
iators v Multan Sultans 
(7pm)
Thursday, March 4: La-
hore Qalandars v Islamabad 
United (7pm)
Friday, March 5: Multan 
Sultans v Karachi Kings 
(7pm)
Saturday, March 6: Islam-
abad United v Quetta Glad-
iators (2pm); Peshawar 
Zalmi v Lahore Qalandars 
(7pm)
Sunday, March 7: Multan 
Sultans v Quetta Gladiators 
(2pm); Islamabad United v 
Karachi Kings (7pm)
Wednesday, March 10: 
Peshawar Zalmi v Karachi 
Kings (7pm)
Thursday, March 11: 
Quetta Gladiators v Lahore 
Qalandars (7pm)
Friday, March 12: Multan 
Sultans v Peshawar Zalmi 
(3pm); Islamabad United v 
Lahore Qalandars (8pm)
Saturday, March 13: 
Quetta Gladiators v Kara-
chi Kings (2pm); Multan 
Sultans v Islamabad United 
(7pm)
Sunday, March 14: Quetta 
Gladiators v Peshawar Zal-
mi (2pm); Lahore Qaland-
ars v Karachi Kings (7pm)
Monday, March 15: Is-
lamabad United v Peshawar 
Zalmi (7pm)
Tuesday, March 16: Mul-
tan Sultans v Lahore Qalan-
dars (7pm)
Thursday, March 18: 
Qualifier (1 v 2) (7pm)
Friday, March 19: Elimi-
nator 1 (3 v 4) (7pm)
Saturday, March 20: 
Eliminator 2 (loser Quali-
fier v winner Eliminator 1) 
(7pm)
Monday, March 22: Final 
(7pm)

BEIJING: China on Monday 
said that situation in Afghan-
istan was still severe and com-
plex and called upon the rel-
evant sides and international 
community to deal with the 
peace process in Afghanistan 
in a responsible and construc-
tive manner and work for polit-
ical settlement for early peace 
and solidarity in that country.
“Now the situation is still se-
vere and complex, and the 
intra Afghan talks are going 
forward to substantial negotia-
tions. We believe the relevant 

sides and international com-
munity should deal with it in 
a responsible and constructive 
manner and work for political 
settlement for the early reali-
zation of peace, solidarity and 
cooperation of Afghanistan,” 
Chinese Foreign Ministry’s 
Spokesperson Wang Wenbin 
said during his regular brief-
ing held here.
He said that the Chinese side 
noticed the implementation of 
the peace agreement between 
the US and Taliban and the ad-
vance of the intra Afghan talks 

and also notice the relevant 
sides and the internationals 
concerns on the Afghan situ-

ation.
“We support the Afghan led, 
Afghan owned inclusive, ex-
tensive and peaceful reconcili-
ation process,” he added.
The spokesperson said that 
the Chinese side would con-
tinue respecting the will of all 
relevant sides, take an impar-
tial stance and continue to be 
supporter, mediator and the 
convenience provider of this 
process, and “we will contin-
ue playing constructive role in 
this regard.”
In response to a question on 

the report of China’s involve-
ment in hacking India’s pier 
grid, he firmly opposed and 
rejected the report and said, 
“China is a staunch upholder 
of cyber security. We firmly 
oppose and fight any kind of 
cyber-attacks.” He pointed out 
that it is hard to track the or-
igin of the cyber-attacks, add-
ing, “You cannot make wanton 
guesses or smear a specific 
country without any proof. 
This is irresponsible and ill 
intentioned. China firmly op-
poses such behaviour.” – APP

Sarkozy found 
guilty of corruption, 
sentenced to prison

Foreign Desk

PARIS: A Paris court has 
found Nicolas Sarkozy, 
France’s former president, 
guilty of corruption and in-
fluence peddling, sentencing 
him to one year in prison 
and a two-year suspended 
sentence. The 66-year-old 
politician, who served as 
president from 2007 to 
2012, was convicted on 
Monday for having tried 
to illegally obtain informa-
tion from a senior magis-

trate in 2014 about a legal 
action in which he was 
involved. Prosecutors told 
the judges that Sarkozy 
had offered to secure a job 
in Monaco for judge Gil-
bert Azibert, in return for 
confidential information 
about an inquiry into alle-
gations that he had accept-
ed illegal payments from 
L’Oreal heiress Liliane 
Bettencourt for his 2007 
presidential campaign. 
This came to light while 
they were wiretapping 
conversations between 
Sarkozy and his lawyer 
Thierry Herzog after the 
right-wing leader left of-
fice. The wiretapping was 
carried out in relation to 
another investigation into 
alleged Libyan financing 
of the same campaign. 

PSL-6 
Fixture

Senate polls 
thru secret 
ballots: SC

From Page 01
Pakistan (PLD 20123 
SC 681),” it noted. The 
court stated that the 
ECP was required by the 
Constitution to take all 
necessary steps in order 
to fulfill the mandate/
duty in terms of Article 
222 of the Constitution, 
which empowers the Par-
liament, subject to the 
Constitution to legislate, 
inter alia, on the conduct 
of elections and matters 
relating to corrupt prac-
tices and other offences 
in connection with elec-
tions but categorically 
provides that, “no such 
law shall have the effect 
of taking away or abridg-
ing any of the powers of 
the Commissioner or the 
Election Commission” 
under Part VIII, Chapter 
1 of the Constitution.

Former FC 
Barcelona 
President 
arrested 

MADRID, : Former FC Bar-
celona President Josep Ma-
ria Bartomeu was arrested 
on Monday morning along 
with the club’s General 
Manager, Oscar Gray and 
the former director to the 
Presidency, Jayme Masfer-
rer as part of an investiga-
tion into a corruption scan-
dal. The arrests happened 
as Catalan regional police 
searched the offices at the 
Camp Nou Stadium as part 
of an investigation into an 
affair known as ‘Barcagtate’.
Barcagate broke in Febru-
ary when the Cadena Ser 
radio network revealed 
that the club had used an 
outside company called “13 
Ventures” to criticize the 
club’s players and rivals 
of the Board of Directors 
through a series of social 
media accounts. The pay-
ments to 13 Ventures are 
alleged to be six times the 
usual market price, with 
payments of around a mil-
lion euros divided into 
smaller amounts in order 
to avoid internal controls. 
The online criticism is one 
reason for the breakdown 
of the relationship between 
Bartomeu and star player 
Leo Messi, who asked for 
a transfer last summer. FC 
Barcelona issued an official 
communique, saying they 
had “offered up their full 
collaboration to the legal 
and police authorities to 
help make clear facts which 
are subject to investiga-
tion.” “The information and 
documentation requested 
by the judicial police force 
relate strictly to the facts 
relative to this case. “ “FC 
Barcelona express its ut-
most respect for the judicial 
process in place and for the 
principle of presumed inno-
cence for the people affect-
ed within the remit of this 
investigation,” reads the 
communique. – APP

Covid-19 case:  Islamabad United, 
Gladiators match rescheduled 

Sports Desk

KARACHI: The match be-
tween Islamabad United 
and Quetta Gladiators has 
been postponed after a play-
er from the United’s squad 
tested positive for corona-
virus on Monday, sources 
said.
The Pakistan Cricket Board, 
confirming to media, said 

that the match will would 
be played at the same time, 
7pm tomorrow.
In the statement, the PCB 
said that the coronavirus 
test results of players from 
both squads have come 
back negative. “This is be-
ing done to ensure players 
from both sides get time to 
prepare for the game,” it 
said.
Moreover, the PCB said 

that the tickets for the 
match that have already 
been bought can be used 
to watch the match live to-
morrow.
Following the incident, 
Ahmed asked everyone 
to remember him in their 
prayers, thanking people for 
their kind messages. 
“Thanks for all the kind mes-
sages, please keep me in 
your prayers, much needed 

@IsbUnited @thePSLt20, 
and please everyone stay 
safe,” he said.
Meanwhile, after he tested 
positive for the virus, the 
other players were asked to 
wait at the hotel and as their 
rapid coronavirus tests 
were conducted.
In response to the devel-
opment, Islamabad United 
confirmed that one of their 
players had tested positive, 

while all of the others play-
ers have been cleared to 
play.
“One of our players, Fawad 
Ahmed tested positive for 
Covid and was immediately 
put in isolation 2 days ago. 
All other Islamabad United 
players & members have 
tested negative & have 
been cleared to play,” they 
said, wishing him a speedy 
recovery.

According to the PCB’s pro-
tocol, Ahmed will remain in 
isolation until he returns 
with two negative results in 
10 days time.
A night before the PSL 
2021 kicked off on February 
20, a player had tested posi-
tive for the coronavirus, the 
PCB had confirmed, adding 
that he had earlier showed 
symptoms of COVID-19 and 
stayed in isolation.

Joe Biden in ‘no rush’ to 
remove Venezuela sanctions

In the statement, the PCB said that the coronavirus test results of players 
from both squads have come back negative. “This is being done to ensure 

players from both sides get time to prepare for the game,” it said

He said that the Chinese side noticed the implementation of the peace agreement between 
the US and Taliban and the advance of the intra Afghan talks and also notice the 

relevant sides and the internationals concerns on the Afghan situation

ISLAMABAD: Leader of the house in Senate Dr Shahzad Waseem meeting President  Dr Arif  Alvi. – DNA

Foreign Desk

WASHINGTON: A White House offi-
cial says the administration of Presi-
dent Joe Biden is in “no rush” to re-
move US sanctions against Venezuela, 
signaling the continuation of predeces-
sor Donald Trump’s unsuccessful goal 
of overthrowing the elected govern-
ment of President Nicolas Maduro.
While ruling out the lifting of sanc-
tions, the official told in an interview 
on Sunday that the Biden administra-
tion would only consider easing the 
restrictions if Maduro took “serious 
steps” toward engaging with the op-
position. “If the regime undertakes 
confidence-building measures that 
show that they’re ready and willing to 
engage in real conversations with the 
opposition ... if they’re ready to take 
serious steps, then we will consider 
the alleviation of sanctions,” the offi-
cial said, requesting anonymity.
Without specifying what “serious 
steps” would entail, the official said 

Maduro should not be allowed to use 
negotiations as a “delaying tactic” to 
consolidate his power.
The official claimed that the bans have 
enough special provisions to allow for 
humanitarian aid shipments to help 
the Latin American country cope with 
economic hardships and the COVID-19 
pandemic. The assertion flies in the 
face of a recent study by a US govern-
ment watchdog that said the sanctions 
imposed by the Trump administration 
have contributed to Venezuela’s eco-
nomic deterioration and caused obsta-
cles for humanitarian workers.
However, the official said the Biden 
administration will continue to keep 
specific sanctions in place, including 
those targeting the OPEC member’s 
oil sector, despite the failure to force 
Maduro from power.
In an apparent attempt to divert atten-
tion from the humanitarian cost of US 
sanctions, the official instead accused 
the Maduro government of “actively 
preventing the delivery of humanitar-
ian assistance” to the public.

Venezuela descended into political 
turmoil after opposition figure Juan 
Guaidó, former president of the Na-
tional Assembly, unilaterally declared 
himself “interim president” in January 
2019, arguing that Maduro’s reelec-
tion in 2018 was fraudulent.
With Washington’s greenlight and help 
from a small number of rogue sol-
diers, Guaidó later launched a botched 
putsch against the elected govern-
ment.
The Trump administration recognized 
Guaidó as the legitimate leader of Ven-
ezuela and publicly pursued a “regime 
change” policy against Maduro.
The Biden administration has reaf-
firmed US recognition of Guaido as 
Venezuela’s interim president and has 
ruled out negotiations with Maduro 
anytime soon.
Seeking to draw a contrast to Trump’s 
go-it-alone approach, the White House 
official told Reuters that the new ad-
ministration seeks to enlist more 
countries to help seek a diplomatic 
solution to Venezuela.

Yemen donor 
conference seeks blns 

to prevent famine
Web Desk

NEW YORK: The United 
Nations has said it hopes 
to raise $3.85bn to prevent 
large-scale famine in Yem-
en, warning that life in the 
war-ravaged nation was 
unbearable, with children 
enduring a “special kind of 
hell”. More than 100 govern-
ments and donors will take 
part in a virtual donor confer-
ence on Monday – co-hosted 
by Sweden and Switzerland 
– as Yemen’s Houthi rebels 
push to seize the government 
of President Abd-Rabbu Man-
sour Hadi’s last northern 
stronghold of Marib.
Tens of thousands of people 
have been killed and millions 
pushed to the brink of famine 
since a Saudi-led coalition in-

tervened militarily in March 
2015 in support of Hadi’s 
internationally recognised 
government, which had been 
unseated by the Houthis.
But with aid funding dropping 
in 2020 amid the coronavirus 
downturn, resulting in the 
closure of many humanitari-
an programmes, the situation 
in the country has become 
even worse.
The UN, which has described 
the situation in Yemen as the 
world’s worst humanitari-
an crisis, and its partners 
received $1.9bn last year 
– about half of what was re-
quired.
It called on Monday for “im-
mediate funding” to support 
16 million people in Yemen, 
where some two-thirds of the 
population is in need of some 
form of aid to survive.

RAWALPINDI: Ambassador of the State of Qatar, Sheikh Soud Abdurehman Al-Thani call on Ms. 
Zobaida Jalal, Federal minister for defence production at ministry of defence production. – DNA
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Armenia: Protesters storm gov’t 
building amid political crisis

It was ended in November when both sides signed a Russian-brokered peace deal. 
Nagorno-Karabakh is internationally recognised as part of Azerbaijan, even by Ar-

menia, but has been dominated by ethnic Armenians since the early 1990s

Bangladesh 
called for 

overhaul of 
security law
DHAKA: Hundreds of Bangla-
deshi activists staged a fourth 
day of protests Monday over 
the death of a writer in deten-
tion as the UN rights chief 
called for a review of a digital 
security law used against op-
position figures. Students tried 
to march to the home ministry 
in Dhaka demanding action 
over what they called the “mur-
der” of Mushtaq Ahmed in a 
high-security jail, as well as the 
repeal of the Digital Security 
Act (DSA). Riot police stopped 
them 100 metres from the gov-
ernment complex that houses 
all major ministries.
Ahmed, one of hundreds de-
tained under the DSA since it 
was enacted in 2018, died last 
Thursday at a jail where he had 
been held since May.
The protesters also demand-
ed the release of more than a 
dozen activists detained during 
clashes with police since the 
death. Student leader Masud 
Rana said there could be a “re-
volt” against the government.
More groups also planned 
protests during the day over 
the death of Ahmed, and to 
demand the release of cartoon-
ist Ahmed Kabir Kishore, who 
was detained with the writer.
UN High Commissioner for 
Human Rights Michelle Bache-
let on Monday urged Bangla-
desh to ensure a transparent 
probe into Ahmed’s death.
“There needs to be an overhaul 
of the Digital Security Act under 
which Ahmed was charged -- and 
all those detained under this act 
for exercising their rights to free-
dom of expression and opinion 
must be released,” she said in a 
statement. – APP

Several arrested 
during raid at 
FC Barcelona: 

police
BARCELONA: Police raided 
the offices of FC Barcelona on 
Monday, carrying out several 
arrests just six days ahead of 
the club’s presidential elec-
tions, a Catalan regional police 
spokesman told AFP.
Spain’s Cadena Ser radio said 
one of those arrested was for-
mer club president Josep Ma-
ria Bartomeu, who resigned 
in October, along with CEO 
Oscar Grau and the club’s head 
of legal services. 
But the police refused to 
confirm names, saying only 
“arrests are taking place” and 
adding that the operation was 
being run by officers from the 
financial crimes unit.
“We are in the process of car-
rying out an operation right 
now with agents of the finan-
cial crimes unit,” the police 
spokesman told AFP. Accord-
ing to reports in the Spanish 
media, the operation is linked 
to last year’s investigation into 
the ‘BarcaGate’ scandal, which 
saw the club deny hiring a com-
pany to criticise current and 
former players on social media 
to improve the image of the 
then-president Bartomeu. 
Cadena Ser said Barca paid 
one million euros in six sepa-
rate invoices to the company 
I3 Ventures, with whom the 
club have since cut ties. – APP

US, Russia 
warships 
dock in 

strategic 
Sudan port

PORT SUDAN: A US war-
ship docked in Sudan Mon-
day a day after a Russian 
frigate arrived in the same 
key Red Sea port where 
Moscow is planning to es-
tablish a naval logistics 
base. The arrival of the 
guided-missile destroyer 
USS Winston S. Churchill to 
Port Sudan follows Washing-
ton’s delisting of Khartoum 
as state sponsors of ter-
rorism, following the April 
2019 ouster of strongman 
Omar al-Bashir.
An expeditionary fast trans-
port ship, the USNS Carson 
City, had already docked in 
the port on February 24, the 
“first US navy ship to visit 
Sudan in decades”, the US 
embassy in Khartoum said 
in a statement at the time. 
It “highlights the willing-
ness” of the US military to 
“strengthen their renewed 
partnership” with Sudan’s 
armed forces, it added.
The arrival of the USS 
Churchill was “the second 
(US) ship to stop in Sudan 
this week,” said US Charge 
d’Affaires Brian Shukan.
Its arrival, “sheds light on 
US support for a democrat-
ic transition in Sudan,” Shu-
kan added, in a message on 
Twitter. The USS Churchill 
docked shortly after Rus-
sia’s Admiral Grigorovich 
frigate arrived in Port Su-
dan, where the Russian navy 
said “a logistical support 
base” would be created.
The Admiral Grigorovich frig-
ate would refuel and its crew 
rest after exercises in the In-
dian Ocean off Pakistan, the 
navy added. – APP

US deaths 
surpass 

513,000, cases 
top 28.6M

Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: The total 
number of COVID-19 cases 
in the United States sur-
passed 28.6 million with 
over 513,000 deaths on Sun-
day, according to the Center 
for Systems Science and En-
gineering (CSSE) at Johns 
Hopkins University.
The country’s case count 
rose to 28,602,101 with 
513,137 deaths as of 19:32 
Eastern Standard Time 
(EST) on Sunday, according 
to the CSSE tally.
US media said a nationwide 
telephone hotline and vac-
cine-appointment system 
for seasonal flu had been 
created in 2013 by the US 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC).
The system was originally 
designed to provide free 
information for people who 
are sick and reduce the 
stress of medical institu-
tions. One year on since 
the COVID-19 hit the coun-
try, the system hasn’t been 
applied to cope with the 
surging pandemic. Andrew 
Needleman, chief executive 
officer of a software com-
pany involved in the sys-
tem, said that adopting this 
system could possibly ease 
the rollout of COVID-19 vac-
cines, even if it would only 
be applied in a small scale.
Since its establishment in 
2013, the system has gone 
through tests for five years. 
In 2018, a vaccine booking 
service was added. In the 
summer of 2020, the entire 
system was tested again. 
However, it has remained 
out of operation during the 
pandemic. Needleman also 
said that it was a missed 
opportunity for not using 
the system during the pan-
demic, as it could book five 
million vaccination appoint-
ments per day.

‘Israel at-
tacked areas 
around Da-

mascus’
Foreign Desk

DAMASCUS: The Syri-
an army said on Sunday 
evening that Israeli-fired 
rockets struck parts of 
southern Damascus in esca-
lating attacks that regional 
intelligence sources said 
target Iran-linked assets.
A Syrian army statement 
said the attack came from 
the Golan Heights and that 
it had brought down most of 
the missiles, in the second 
such attack in less than a 
month on the outskirts of 
the capital. An Israeli mili-
tary spokesman declined to 
comment on the report.
Israel has struck a wider 
range of targets than usual 
since the start of the year, 
including a major attack on 
Iranian-linked strongholds 
further east, near the Iraqi 
border. Israeli Defence Min-
ister Benny Gantz on Friday 
said Israel was taking action 
“almost weekly” to prevent 
Iranian entrenchment in 
Syria. Regional intelligence 
sources said Iran’s Quds 
Force and the militias it 
backs, whose presence has 
spread in Syria in recent 
years, have a strong presence 
in the Sayeda Zainab neigh-
bourhood of southern Damas-
cus where the militias have 
many underground bases.

India urged 
to provide 
refuge to 
Rohingya 
Muslims 

Web Desk

LONDON: Human Rights 
Watch (HRW) has urged the 
Indian government to provide 
refuge to dozens of Rohing-
ya Muslim asylum seekers 
who have been adrift in the 
Andaman Sea for more than 
two weeks. Although India’s 
coast guard has reportedly re-
paired the vessel carrying the 
refugees and provided food, 
medical and technical aid 
to them, New Delhi has not 
permitted the boat to enter 
Indian waters, requesting its 
return to Bangladesh. Despite 
the alleged assistance, eight 
refugees have died and the 81 
survivors are reported to be in 
bad health condition, suffering 
from extreme dehydration. 
The boat set off from southern 
Bangladesh almost two weeks 
ago in the hope of reaching 
Malaysia. Meenakshi Gangu-
ly, the South Asia director of 
Human Rights Watch, said In-
dia should undertake its com-
mitments as the closest coun-
try and provide protection for 
the survivors.

Foreign Desk

YEREVAN: Protesters have stormed a gov-
ernment building in the Armenian capital, 
escalating a months-long political crisis over 
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan’s handling of 
last year’s Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.
Demonstrators forced their way into the build-
ing in Yerevan on Monday to demand Pashin-
yan quits, Russian state news agency RIA No-
vosti reported. Social media footage, which Al 
Jazeera is attempting to verify, showed a few 
protesters in the building, one with a mega-

phone, as police watched on.
Monday’s drama comes after thousands par-
ticipated in rival demonstrations in Yerevan 
on Thursday; anti-government crowds had 
called for the premier to resign, while Pash-
inyan managed to rally many supporters be-
hind him on the streets. The street protests 
followed what Pashinyan described as an 
attempted coup after the army also called 
for his resignation. Anger is boiling as crit-
ics lament Pashinyan’s management of the 
bloody six-week conflict with Azerbaijan over 
the Nagorno-Karabakh region, which killed 
thousands on both sides and saw swathes of 

territory ceded to Azerbaijan.
It was ended in November when both sides 
signed a Russian-brokered peace deal. Na-
gorno-Karabakh is internationally recognised 
as part of Azerbaijan, even by Armenia, but 
has been dominated by ethnic Armenians 
since the early 1990s. In response to the mil-
itary’s demand, Pashinyan dismissed Onik 
Gasparyan, chief of the army’s General Staff, 
on Thursday. Armenian President Armen 
Sarkissian on Saturday refused to formally 
approve Gasparyan’s sacking. Sarkissian said 
the move was unconstitutional and that the 
army should be kept out of politics.

Pashinyan retorted, saying on Facebook that 
the president’s decision “doesn’t contribute 
to the solution of the current situation at all”.
On Saturday, about 15,000 people rallied again 
in Yerevan seeking Pashinyan’s resignation.
The demonstrations against the 45-year-old 
had gone dormant for a spell in the depth of 
Armenia’s winter. Further rival rallies were 
expected in Yerevan on Monday. Pashinyan, 
who came to power spearheading peaceful 
protests in 2018, has urged his supporters to 
gather in the capital’s Republic Square.
The opposition has called its own rally in an-
other area of the city.

Foreign Desk

YANGON: Myanmar’s deposed 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi ap-
peared in a court hearing via 
video link and was charged with 
additional criminal offences on 
Monday, as anti-coup protesters 
rallied across the country again 
in defiance of a security force 
crackdown that killed at least 18 
people the previous day.
The 75-year-old looked healthy 
as she took part in the court 
hearing from the capital, Naypy-
idaw, and asked to see her legal 
team, lawyer Min Min Soe told 
Reuters news agency.
The leader of the National 
League for Democracy (NLD), 
which swept last November’s 
now-annulled election, has not 

been seen in public since her de-
tention on February 1 when the 
military seized power, alleging 
widespread electoral fraud.
Shortly afterwards, she was 
charged with illegally importing 
six walkie-talkie radios as well as 
violating a natural disaster law 
by staging a campaign rally dur-
ing the coronavirus pandemic.
A third charge, filed on Monday, 
was under a section of the colo-
nial-era penal code prohibiting 
the publication of information 
that may “cause fear or alarm” 
or disrupt “public tranquillity”, 
Min Min Soe said.
Another charge was also added 
under a telecommunications law, 
the lawyer said, which stipulates 
that equipment needs a licence.
The next hearing will be on 
March 15. Khin Maung Zaw, a 

second lawyer for the deposed 
leader, said her legal team had 
not been able to speak to her 
ahead of the hearing.
Myanmar has been in chaos 
since the February 1 coup, 
which brought a halt to the coun-
try’s tentative steps towards 
democracy after nearly 50 years 

of military rule. It has drawn 
widespread international con-
demnation and hundreds of thou-
sands of demonstrators onto the 
streets of cities and towns across 
Myanmar. As Aung San Suu Kyi 
appeared in court, police in 
Yangon fired tear gas and stun 
grenades to disperse protesters 
gathered at multiple locations 
throughout the city.
Many of the protesters wore 
hard hats, while those at the 
front lines carried makeshift 
shields to protect themselves 
from security forces, who killed 
at least four people in Yangon 
and wounded dozens more the 
previous day.
In the city’s Kyauktada township, 
one protester was seen blacking 
out security cameras, while in 
other parts of Yangon, demon-

strators taped to the ground hun-
dreds of pictures of Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing, bearing 
the words: “Shame on you, dic-
tator, we will never forgive you.” 
Crowds also marched in the 
second city of Mandalay, while 
live video on Facebook showed 
a small crowd of protesters gath-
ered across a street in Lashio, 
Shan State, chanting slogans as 
police marched towards them.
The new rallies came a day af-
ter the worst violence since 
the coup. Clashes took place in 
various parts of the country on 
Sunday, as police opened fire on 
crowds in Yangon, Mandalay, Da-
wei and other places after tear 
gas and warning shots failed to 
clear protesters demanding the 
restoration of Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s government.

Suu Kyi hit with new charges as protesters rally again
Another charge was also added under a telecommunications law, the lawyer said, which 

stipulates that equipment needs a licence. The next hearing will be on March 15

BAKU: World`s first tanker museum opened in Surakhani, Baku President Ilham Aliyev and first lady Mehriban Aliyeva attended the event. – DNA

Azerbaijan warns against 
Yerevan’s revanchism policy

DNA

BAKU: Azerbaijan’s Foreign 
Ministry Spokesperson Leyla 
Abdullayeva has said that Ar-
menia’s revanchist position 
might undermine the secu-
rity and prosperity in this 
country.
“If Armenia, as its Foreign 
Ministry representative said, 
takes the position of revan-
chism by modernizing its 
army, if this country still does 
not understand that decades 
of aggression and occupation 
have only resulted in hostili-
ty and discord, and if it does 
not draw conclusions from 
recent events, this country 
itself is drawing the line over 
the secure and prosperous 
future of its people,” Abdul-
layeva said on February 28.
Abdullayeva added that Azer-

baijan is always ready to en-
sure its territorial integrity 
and is able to prevent any 
threat.
She reminded that as proved 
by the Patriotic War, Azerbai-
jan is always ready to ensure 
its sovereignty and territorial 
integrity within its interna-
tional borders and is able 

to resolutely prevent any 
threats that potentially may 
emanate in this regard.
Abdullalyeva’s statement 
came after the Armenian For-
eign Ministry’s comments on 
Azerbaijani President Ilham 
Aliyev’s speech at a presser 
on February 26.
“While the President of the 

Republic of Azerbaijan spoke 
at a press conference for the 
local and foreign media about 
the prospects for construc-
tion and cooperation in order 
to achieve security and peace 
in the region in the post-con-
flict period, the destructive 
approach and aggressive 
rhetoric presented by the Ar-
menian side clearly demon-
strate the malicious intention 
of official Yerevan,” she said.
On November 10, Baku 
and Yerevan signed a Mos-
cow-brokered deal that 
brought an end to six weeks 
of fighting between Armenia 
and Azerbaijan. The Azerbai-
jani army declared a victory 
against the Armenian troops. 
The signed agreement 
obliged Armenia to withdraw 
its troops from the Azerbaija-
ni lands that it has occupied 
since the early 1990

No engagement with US 
without lifting sanctions: Iran

Web Desk

TEHRAN: Iran has reiterated that the 
US has to lift its inhuman sanctions 
on the Islamic Republic before the 
two sides could engage in any nego-
tiations. 
“Not only has Iran opened up the path-
way towards diplomacy, it has also lip 
it up,” Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Saeed Khatibzadeh told a press brief-
ing in Tehran on Monday.
He repeated a three-step pathway 
that Tehran has devised for Washing-
ton before the latter could find its way 
back to any negotiation featuring the 

Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action 
(JCPOA). The JCPOA came about in 
Vienna in 2015 between Iran and the 
P5+1 group of countries -- the US, the 
UK, France, Russia, and China plus 
Germany.
The US, however, left the deal three 
years later under president Donald 
Trump and returned the draconian 
economic sanctions that the accord 
had lifted. Washington’s non-commit-
ment and its European allies’ subse-
quent violations of the JCPOA prompt-
ed Iran to take a number of nuclear 
countermeasures. Tehran has une-
quivocally asserted that it would only 
reverse its retaliatory steps in return 

for an effective lifting of the sanctions.
Referring to Trump successor Joe 
Biden’s administration, Khatibzadeh 
said, “The course that the US has to 
take should feature putting the wrong 
policies of the previous administra-
tion behind.”
He also regretted that to date, the Bid-
en team has not effected any changes 
in his predecessor’s approach.
“We respond to measures with meas-
ures, and actions with actions. We 
respond to positive measures with 
positive measures, and will respond 
proportionately if we see a different 
behavior on the part of the US and Eu-
rope,” the spokesman noted.

Trump slams 
Biden’s first month, 
rules out new party

Foreign Desk

WASHINGTON: Former US 
President Donald Trump 
slammed his successor Joe 
Biden on Sunday, claiming 
the Democratic leader had 
the most disastrous first 
month of any president in 
US history. “In one short 
month, we have gone from 
America First to America 
Last,” Trump said at the 
Conservative Political Ac-
tion Conference (CPAC) on 
Sunday, which marked his 
first major speech since 
leaving the White House. 
He called the Biden adminis-
tration’s policies “anti-jobs, 
anti-families, anti-border, 
anti-energy, anti-women and 
anti-science,” adding “It 
took the new administration 
only a few weeks to turn this 
unprecedented accomplish-
ment into a self-inflicted 
humanitarian and national 
security disaster.”Trump, 
on the other hand, vehe-
mently denied reports that 
he would establish his own 

political party. “I am not 
starting a new party. That 
was fake news ... Wouldn’t 
that be brilliant? Let’s start 
a new party and let’s divide 
our vote so that you can nev-
er win. No, we’re not inter-
ested in that ... We have the 
Republican Party. It’s going 
to unite and be stronger 
than ever before,” he said. 
“For the next four years, the 
brave Republicans in this 
room will be at the heart 
of the effort to oppose the 
radical Democrats, the fake 
news media, and their toxic 
cancel culture,” Trump con-
tinued. “And I want you to 
know that I am going to con-
tinue to fight right by your 
side,” he added. A massive 
59% of Republicans said 
they wanted Trump to play a 
major role in their party go-
ing forward, according to a 
poll by Politico and Morning 
Consult last month. Media 
reports in January claimed 
that Trump discussed form-
ing a new political party 
with several aides, named 
the Patriot Party.



Coronavirus 
hits PSL-6

Athar Sufi

KARACHI: The match 
between Islamabad 
United and Quetta 
Gladiators has been 
postponed after a play-
er from the United’s 
squad tested positive 
for coronavirus on 
Monday, sources said.
The Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB), confirm-
ing to media, said that 
the match will would 
be played at the same 
time, 7pm tomorrow.
In the statement, 
the Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) said that 
the coronavirus test 
results of players from 
both squads have come 
back negative. 
“This is being done to 
ensure players from 
both sides get time to 
prepare for the game,” 
it said.
Moreover, the Paki-
stan Cricket Board 
(PCB) said that the 
tickets for the match 
that have already been 
bought can be used to 
watch the match live 
tomorrow. 
(Detailed News on Page 6)
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Turkey to keep 
supporting 

Afghan 
security

DNA
ANKARA: Turkey will con-
tinue to contribute to the 
development and security 
of Afghanistan, the coun-
try’s foreign minister said 
Monday. “We continue to 
contribute to the security 
of our brothers and sis-
ters with our soldiers op-
erating within the NATO 
mission providing training 
and equipment support to 
Afghan security forces,” 
Mevlut Cavusoglu said dur-
ing a reception marking the 
centenary of diplomatic re-
lations between Turkey and 
Afghanistan via video link.
“We will continue to stay in 
this country as long as our 
Afghan brothers want,” Ca-
vusoglu added. Turkey will 
maintain its contributions to 
peace efforts, which should 
be supported by economic 
development, he under-
lined. “In this context, mak-
ing Afghanistan, located in 
the heart of Asia, the center 
of connectivity projects 
should be our main goal.”
On Dec. 16, 2020, the Turk-
ish parliament approved a 
motion to extend the deploy-
ment of Turkish troops in Af-
ghanistan for 18 months as 
part of NATO’s support mis-
sion in the war-torn country. 
On Jan. 6, 2019, legislation 
was put into effect allowing 
the Turkish government to 
send troops to Afghanistan 
to support the NATO-led 
mission, Resolute Support.

UAE’s first 
envoy to 

Israel arrives 
in Tel Aviv

DNA
JERUSALEM: The first am-
bassador of the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) to Israel 
arrived in Tel Aviv on Mon-
day after the two countries 
agreed to normalize their re-
lations. The Israel in Arabic 
website, affiliated with the 
Israeli Foreign Ministry, said: 
“The first Emirati ambas-
sador to Israel Mohammad 
Mahmoud Al Khajah arrived 
at Ben Gurion Airport.”
Al Khaja is expected to pres-
ent his credentials to Israeli 
President Reuven Rivlin on 
Monday, according to the 
website.Last month, Al Kha-
ja was sworn in as UAE’s 
ambassador to Israel.
On Sept. 15, 2020, Israel 
and the UAE signed agree-
ments on the normalization 
of relations in an official 
ceremony held at the White 
House. Following this, the 
UAE’s Cabinet approved on 
Jan. 24 the establishment of 
an embassy in Tel Aviv.Isra-
el appointed Eitan Na’eh to 
head a temporary mission 
in Abu Dhabi until a perma-
nent envoy is assigned.

Sh Rashid 
terms SC’s 
opinion as 

constitutional
Raja Pervaiz

ISLAMABAD: Feder-
al Minister for Interior 
Sheikh Rashid on Monday 
has termed the opinion of 
Supreme Court (SC) on 
presidential reference re-
garding Senate elections as 
constitutional and according 
to the law. Talking to a pri-
vate news channel, the min-
ister expressed hope that 
the Senate polls will become 
interesting now. Federal 
Minister for Finance and 
Revenue, Dr. Abdul Hafeez 
Shaikh will win from Islama-
bad whereas other provinces 
are considering the option of 
settlement, he claimed.
The reaction came after SC, 
in its opinion on the presiden-
tial reference on open Senate 
vote, said that the elections 
in the upper house of the Par-
liament will be held through 
secret ballot under the article 
226 of the Constitution of 
Pakistan. The apex court has 
directed Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) to use 
latest technologies to stop 
corrupt practices and all in-
stitutions should assist ECP 
in holding the elections. It is 
to be mentioned here that a 
total of 170 candidates had 
filed their nomination pa-
pers in the ECP for the polls 
on 48 seats in the upper 
house of the Parliament. 

DNA

BEIJING: With countless hotel 
brands wiped out in China and 
other countries during the Cov-
id-19 pandemic, the post-crisis 
business opportunities can also 
be anticipated, said Haoping Jiang, 
Co-Founder of UEASY/UFUN Ho-
tels. “In my opinion, Chinese and 
Pakistani companies can work to-
gether to grasp the opportunities 
to share the benefits, Haoping 
Jiang said on Monday.
Covid-19 epidemic in 2020 was the 
largest epidemic virus event since 
the Spanish Flu, in which about 
one billion people were infected 
and 2.5-5% of the world’s people 
died. As a result, after a year has 
passed, countries in the world 

have not yet resumed normal eco-
nomic trade and population move-
ment, he said in an interview.
He said that the service industry 
undoubtedly hit the hardest, ho-
tels being the first to be affected. 
This is a big black swan that Chi-
nese brands have encountered in 
their rapid rise. Meanwhile, the 
Chinese market is also experienc-
ing the innovations of the Inter-
net, communication technology, 
artificial intelligence (AI), big data 
and other technologies.
A hundred years later, pre-ep-
idemic era and post-epidemic 
era may be used to record the 
historical changes in the history 
of Chinese hotels. Haoping Jiang 
informed that the service indus-
try accounts for about 70-80% 
in the developed European and 

American countries, but China 
did not exceed 50% until 2015.
 In other words, despite China’s 
excellent performance during the 
epidemic, European and American 
countries still took a far harder hit 
than China even if the epidemic 
had the same impact on countries 
around the world.
China beat other countries to 
recovery in the post-epidemic 
era and the technological revolu-
tion accelerated the process, it 
is fair to consider this moment 
as an inflection point for global 
service industry. Haoping Jiang 
said, “As a founder resolved to 
create a Chinese hotel brand to 
be remembered, we are lucky 
to witness the history and share 
some ideas with our peers.
He observed that the compa-

nies go through several stages 
of development. The first stage 
is price competition. Companies 
gain access to a market by sell-
ing similar products at a lower 
price. This is the most initial 
stage of market competition.
The second stage is product com-
petition. Companies enhance their 
product superiority to gain com-
petitiveness and markets in the 
competition of similar products; 
Chinese companies are generally 
at this stage. The third stage is 
brand competition.
Companies provide products of 
different and standard brands with 
their product power to obtain the 
recognition of the market consum-
ers. Many companies in China 
have begun to make huge profits 
at this stage. The fourth stage is 

culture competition. Companies 
build a unique culture with their 
own efforts, and also contribute to 
the development of the industry.
A company can be larger in the 
first two stages, stronger in the 
third stage, and longer in the last 
two stages. He said that many 
companies can think about build-
ing their own style and culture 
in business and making contribu-
tions to the industry.
Only planning for the long term 
with strategic thinking can a 
company become the irreplace-
able choice of consumers. “In 
the coming long time, we will 
take the opportunities to make 
intensive studies with our part-
ners in these industries, and we 
also welcome more like-minded 
friends to join us,” he said. 

‘Chinese brands to become biggest beneficiaries’
Covid-19 epidemic in 2020 was the largest epidemic virus event since the Spanish Flu, 
in which about one billion people were infected and 2.5-5% of the world’s people died

Pak Army 
team spirit 
competition 

kicks off
Staff Report

RAWALPINDI: The 4th In-
ternational Pakistan Army 
Team Spirit Competition 
2021 commenced at the 
National Counter-Terrorism 
Center Pabbi near Kharian 
on Monday. Besides eight 
domestic teams of the Paki-
stan Army, teams from eight 
allied countries will partici-
pate in the competition, ac-
cording to the Inter-Servic-
es Public Relations (ISPR).
Teams from Jordan, Sri Lan-
ka, Turkey and Uzbekistan 
will take part as participants 
whereas Morocco, Indone-
sia, Kazakhstan and Tajik-
istan will be participating as 
observers in the three-day 
long competition. The com-
petition is designed to test 
tactical skills in physical 
and professional domains as 
well as agility of the partic-
ipating teams to generate 
responses in challenging re-
al-time field scenarios.
The 62-hour long event will 
subject the teams to vari-
ous cross-domain scenarios 
and will encompass tasks 
including physical endur-
ance, water obstacle cross-
ing, close target recon-
naissance and protective 
approach under chemical, 
biological, radiological and 
nuclear environment.

Indian troops 
martyr six 
Kashmiris 

in February
DNA

SRINAGAR: In occupied 
Kashmir, Indian troops, in 
their unabated acts of state 
terrorism, martyred six 
Kashmiris during the last 
month of February.
According to the data issued 
by the Research Section of 
Kashmir Media Service, 
on Monday, of those killed 
three youth were martyred 
in a fake encounter.
Sixty-three youth were ar-
rested and as many as five 
people were injured after In-
dian police used brute force 
on peaceful protesters. 
The forces destroyed and 
damaged two houses during 
the month. Indian troops 
also disgraced and attempt-
ed to abduct a young girl 
during the month.

Hundreds 
nominated 
for Nobel 

Peace Prize
Mubashar Bhatti

OSLO: More than 300 
people have been nomi-
nated for this year’s Nobel 
Peace Prize, the Nobel 
Institute announced Mon-
day, with climate activ-
ist Greta Thunberg and 
ex-US president Donald 
Trump among them.
The total of 329 falls 
short of the record set in 
2016, when the institute 
was faced with 376 nom-
inations. The names of 
nominees are kept secret 
for at least 50 years, but 
sponsors -- who include 
politicians, former laure-
ates and university profes-
sors -- may choose to make 
their choices public.
Alongside Trump and 
Thunberg, known nom-
inees this year include 
groups on the forefront 
of the pandemic fight in-
cluding the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and 
the Vaccine Alliance Gavi.
“It has been a special 
year, marked by Covid, 
and it would have been 
surprising if this had not 
been reflected in the na-
ture of the nominations,” 
Nobel Institute director 
Olav Njolstad told AFP, 
declining to be more spe-
cific. Receiving a nomina-
tion for the prize does not 
mean endorsement by the 
Nobel Committee, which 
accepts all nominations 
from qualified sponsors.
The committee, which will 
unveil its choice on Octo-
ber 8, awarded last year’s 
prize to the World Food 
Programme (WFP).
This year, other known 
nominees include press 
freedom NGOs such as 
Reporters Without Bor-
ders (RSF) and the Com-
mittee to Protect Jour-
nalists (CPJ). Political 
activists like Svetlana 
Tikhanovskaya of Belarus 
and Russia’s Alexei Naval-
ny are also on the list.
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CNS lauds services of 
Air Chief Mujahid Anwar
Chief of Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Mujahid Anwar Khan paid a farewell visit to Chief 

of the Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi at Naval Headquarters
Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Chief of Air Staff, 
Air Chief Marshal Mujahid Anwar 
Khan paid a farewell visit to Chief 
of the Naval Staff Admiral Muham-
mad Amjad Khan Niazi at Naval 
Headquarters, Islamabad.
Upon arrival at Naval Headquar-
ters, Air Chief was received by 
the Naval Chief and a smartly 
turned out contingent of Paki-
stan Navy presented him Guard 
of Honour. Thereafter, the dig-
nitary laid a floral wreath at the 
Shuhdas Monument. During the 
call-on, Admiral Muhammad Am-
jad Khan Niazi commended the 

remarkable services of Air Chief 
Marshal Mujahid Anwar Khan 
for Pakistan and Pakistan Air 
Force during a long and illustri-
ous career.
The Naval Chief also highlight-
ed the dynamic role played by 
Air Chief Marshal and acknowl-
edged PAF’s all-out support to 
Pakistan Navy in strengthening 
the maritime defence during his 
tenure of command to enhance 
the operational capabilities of 
sister services. Air Chief Mar-
shal Mujahid Anwar Khan also 
thanked Chief of the Naval Staff 
Admiral Muhammad Amjad 
Khan Niazi for his support and 
well wishes. 

Govt delegation 
visits ECP

ISLAMABAD: A government delegation called on the 
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) at the election com-
mission (ECP) here to express the government’s stance 
in the context of the Supreme Court’s opinion on the 
presidential reference. “In our meeting we urged for the 
steps to curb the corruption,” Shafqat Mehmood said 
a media talk after the meeting with the CEC. “We ex-
pressed the PTI stance in the election commission (ECP) 
and given reference of the court’s five-member bench in 
Niaz Ahmed case,” Babar Awan, Prime Minister’s Adviser 
for Parliamentary Affairs said.
“The election commission (ECP) has to take decision in 
view of the ground situation”, Prime Minister’s Adviser Ba-
bar Awan said. “The constitution demands an honest elec-
tion,” Awan said. “It is fair to remain loyal with the party 
that has awarded ticket for election,” Babar Awan said. “It 
is decisive phase for election in Pakistan,” he further said. 
“It is the government of Imran Khan that has referred the 
matter of election to the Supreme Court,” Awan said. “The 
open ballot and an identifiable ballot was also the demand of 
the charter of democracy”. “The election commission (ECP) 
should ensure transparent elections”, the adviser said. “We 
have expressed our confidence over the election commis-
sion,” another government minister Fawad Chaudhry said.
“The vote will be secret for the political parties but not for 
the election commission,” he said. “The ECP has been re-
quested to enforce the decision of the Supreme Court in 
letter and spirit,” the minister said. “Each and every vote 
in the election will be identifiable afterwards,” he said. The 
government delegation earlier held a meeting with the CEC 
and presented stance over the Supreme Court’s opinion on 
the presidential reference. The government delegation com-
prised of Babar Awan, Fawad Chaudhry, Shafqat Mehmood, 
Shahzad Akbar, Faisal Javed and Shehbaz Gill. – DNA

RAWALPINDI: Troops of various countries taking part in military drills. – DNA

UAE 
welcomes 

LoC ceasefire 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The United 
Arab Emirates’, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Inter-
national Cooperation have 
welcomed the declaration 
of a ceasefire agreement be-
tween Pakistani and Indian 
armies across the LoC.
In a statement received here, 
the UAE Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Co-
operation commended the 
efforts of the two countries 
to reach this achievement 
and said it gives weight to its 
relations with both India and 
Pakistan. 
The move, it said was an im-
portant step towards achiev-
ing security, stability and 
prosperity in the region. 
The ministry emphasized the 
importance of adhering to a 
permanent ceasefire between 
the two friendly countries to 
the benefit of both sides and 
committing to diplomatic 
means – through dialogue – 
to build bridges of confidence 
and establish a lasting peace 
that achieves the aspirations 
of both peoples.

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: The nation-
al tally on Monday of total 
active COVID-19 cases re-
corded 22,098 with 1,392 
more people tested pos-
itive for the deadly virus 
and 1,094 people recov-
ered from the disease dur-
ing the last 24 hours.
Thirty six corona patients 
have died during past 24 
hours, 32 of them were un-
der treatment in hospital 
and four in their respective 
quarantines and homes on 
Sunday, according to the 
latest update issued by the 
National command and Op-
eration Centre (NCOC). 

During the last 24 hours 
most of the deaths had 
occurred in the Punjab fol-
lowed by Sindh and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa.
The maximum ventilators 
were occupied in four major 
areas including Multan 18 
percent, Islamabad Capital 
Territory (ICT) 28 percent, 
Peshawar 18 percent and 
Lahore 34 percent. The 
maximum Oxygen beds (al-
ternate oxygen providing 
facility other than ventilator 
administered as per medical 
requirement of COVID pa-
tient) was also occupied in 
four major areas of Gujrat 
94 percent, Peshawar 37 
percent, Lahore 24 percent 
and ICT 24 percent.

Around 206 ventilators 
were occupied elsewhere in 
the country while no COVID 
affected person was on ven-
tilator in Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir (AJK), Gilgit Balti-
stan (GB) and Balochistan. 
Some 38,338 tests were 
conducted across the coun-
try on Sunday, including 
10,057 in Sindh, 16,777 in 
Punjab, 6,344 in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa (KP), 3,907 in 
Islamabad Capital Territory 
(ICT), 383 in Balochistan, 
330 in GB, and 540 in AJK.
Around 546,371 people have 
recovered from the disease 
so far across Pakistan mak-
ing it a significant count with 
over 90 percent recovery 
ratio of the affected patients. 

COVID-19 claims 36 more lives

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to Prime Minister for Commerce and Investment, Abdul Razak 
Dawood on Monday said that Pakistan’s exports have crossed $ 2 billion consecutively 
for the 5th month in current Fiscal Year (FY) 2020-21. “Our exports for February, 2021 
(28 days) stand at $ 2,044 million as compared to $ 2,140 million for February, 2020 
(29 days), a decline of 4.5 percent, the Adviser said this on his official twitter account.
Razak Dawood said that for last 8 months from July to February 2021 of the current 
financial year, our exports increased by 4.2 percent at $ 16,300 million as compared to 
$15,643 million during July to February 2020. “We wish to congratulate our exporters 
for their hard work in earning the foreign exchange for the country and urge them to 
market their exports even more aggressively, he said. – APP

Exports crosses $2b consecutively 
in 5 month, says Razak Dawood


