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Briefs

Chinese
Muslims
enjoying
all rights

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chinese

s Muslims en-
joy all rights
in the best
way and
Mosques are
functional
there, said Maulana Abdul
Khabir Azad, Chairman of
the Ruet-e-Hilal Commit-
tee. The Chinese Govern-
ment taking good care of
Muslims. According to a
report published by Gwa-
dar Pro, he made these
remarks during his visit to
China-Window, a Chinese
cultural center in Pesha-
war. The Center is devoted
to providing information on
China, all under one roof in
Peshawar city.The Maulana
who is also prayer leader at
historic Badshahi Masjid
Lahore said the the Mus-
lim of Xinjiang province are
playing a positive role in
the development of China.
The Western media is pre-
senting a wrong picture of
Chinese Muslims; the way
China is taking care of mi-
norities including Muslims
is commendable, he added.

Biden slams
attack on
Muslims

NEws DEsK
WASHINGTON: US Pres-
ident Joe
Biden on
Tuesday
conveyed
his best

wishes  to
the Muslim community in
America and other parts of
the country, condemning
the attacks and prejudice
that takes place against
American Muslims. In a
statement published on
the official White House
website, Biden conveyed
best wishes from him and
his wife, Jill Biden, for the
Muslim community around
the globe as the month
of Ramadan begins in the
US. Biden’s message came
on the eve of the fasting
month, when all Muslims
in the country perform the
first Taraweeh prayers, or
special prayers performed
after the Isha prayer. He
started by recalling the
difficult year America and
other parts of the world ex-
perienced due to the coro-
navirus pandemic.
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UK variant
behind recent
virus surge

Asad Umar Says over 1.3 mln people
vaccinated against COVID-19 across
country; no truth in reports of COVID-19
high infection rate among children

SpeEcIAL CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister of Planning
and Development Asad Umar on Tuesday said

Protests disrupt
oxygen supply

that UK coronavirus variant is behind recent
surge in coronavirus cases in the entire region

and stressed that strict implementation of
SOPs can curb the spread of the virus. Talking
to media persons in federal capital, the minis-
ter said that if Pakistan receives vaccines as
per the commitments, the inoculation drive
will be opened for all the Pakistanis after Eid-
ul-Fitr. The minister expressed disappoint-
ment that the standard operating procedures
(SOPs) against COVID-19 have not complied
in the country. He said that the administration
is now adopting tougher measures during the
last 10 days to contain the spread of the virus.

Continued on Page 06

ABID Raza

LAHORE: Thousands of supporters of a reli-
gious party who blocked major roads to pro-
test the arrest of their leader also disrupted
critical oxygen supplies for Covid-19 patients.
The party has led calls for the expulsion of
the French ambassador. Punjab Health Min-
ister Yasmin Rashid said the disruption of ox-
ygen supplies during protests Monday night
had been a “crisis”.
roads for ambulances and for visitors to the
hospitals. Some ambulances are carrying ox-
ygen cylinders, which are extremely essen-
tial for Covid patients,” Rashid said.

“Please do not block

Ambassadors extend

iy

Ambassdor
of Japan

SuusaatT Hamza

ISLAMABAD: The Austral-
ian High Commissioner to
Pakistan, Dr Geoffrey Shaw
wished Ramzan Mubarak
to all Pakistanis. In his spe-
cial message at the start of
Ramzan, he said, “I send

Ramazan greetings

Ambassador
of Switzerland

my warmest wishes to the
people of Pakistan at the
start of the holy month of
Ramzan. Ramzan is a time
for friends and family and
for charity and compassion.
Let us take inspiration from
the spirit of this month to
practice self-discipline and
compassion in the current

Australian
High Commissioner
challenging times and focus
on keeping ourselves, our
families and those around
us safe and healthy. This

Ramzan, our thoughts
will remain with all those
who are affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic in

Continued on Page 06

Court to indict ex-Pakistan
ambassador to Bulgaria

ISLAMABAD: An Account-
ability Court (AC) on Tues-
day fixed April 28, a date to
indict all accused in a refer-
ence pertaining to embez-
zlement in funds of Embas-
sy of Pakistan in Bulgaria.

ACIII Judge Syed Asghar
Ali heard the graft ref-
erence filed by National
Accountability Bureau

(NAB) against former am-
bassador to Bulgaria A.S
Babar Hashmi, accountabt
Tufail Qazi and others.
The court directed all the
accused to ensure their at-
tendances on next hearing
for the indictment process
and also instructed them

Continued on Page 06
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Saeed Al Maliky meeting

with Federal Minister for Energy Omar Ayub Khan. — DNA

Ramazan
moon
sighted

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Ramadan
moon has been sighted
and Wednesday April 14
will be the first of Ram-
adan in the entire coun-
try. This was announced
by Chairman Central
Ruet-e-Hilal Commit-
tee Maulana Syed Abdul
Khabir Azad in Peshawar
(Tuesday).

Pakistan Space and Up-
per Atmosphere Research
Commission (SUPARCO),
the Pakistan Meteorolog-
ical Department (PMD),
and the Ministry of Sci-
ence and Technology were
also part of the meeting.
Chairman of Ruet-e-Hilal
Committee, Maulana Ab-
dul Khabir Azad, had earli-
er said that people will ob-
serve the first fast (Roza)
and Eid on the same day
across the country.

COAS meets
PM Imran

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Chief of
Army Staff (COAS) Gen-
eral Qamar Javed Bajwa
called on Prime Minister
Imran Khan on Tuesday
to discuss Pakistan’s se-
curity situation.

The meeting comes a day
after violence broke out in
several cities of Pakistan
as a religious party took
to the streets to organise
a protest. In some are-
as of the city, protestors
clashed with police person-
nel, burnt tyres and pelted
stones as well.

Pakistan set to open
consulate in Munich

Qureshi interacts with Pakistani Diaspora;

assures them of full coop

NEews DEsk

BERLIN: Pakistan, in a
bid to tap economic po-
tential with Germany, will
soon open a consulate in
Munich, Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi an-
nounced on Tuesday.

Talking to media persons
in the German capital,
Qureshi said Pakistan and
Germany had high pros-
pects of cooperation in
trade and investment and
expressed confidence that
the new consulate would
pace up the development

in this regard. The foreign
minister said a Consul Gen-
eral would be appointed
at the Munich mission to
supplement the diplomatic
efforts of embassy in Berlin.
He said Pakistan was com-
mitted to work out the
Strategic Engagement Plan

eration

of Europe and added that
the country could explore
cooperation with Germany
particularly in areas of infor-
mation technology, solar en-
ergy and electric vehicles.

He expressed satisfaction
that around 5,000 Paki-
stani students were cur-
rently studying at various
educational institutions in
Germany, adding that na-
tion’s visionary poet Allama
Muhammad Igbal also stud-
ied at an institute in Mu-
nich. Qureshi said efforts
would be made to expand

Continued on Page 06

PDM gives
another chance
to PPP, ANP

ZUBAIR AHMAD

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Democratic Movement
chief Maulana Fazlur Reh-
man on Tuesday gave the
PPP and the ANP one more
chance to review their deci-
sion of parting ways with
the Opposition alliance.
“The PDM was not formed
so that was bicker over
some position or the other.
We have seen many chal-
lenges through and were
always able to sort things

Continued on Page 06

PPP leaders
resign from
PDM posts

NAZzIR S1yAL

KARACHI: Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party (PPP) has
formally quit the Paki-
stan Democratic Move-
ment (PDM) as its lead-
ers have resigned from
the PDM posts. After
written approval from

Continued on Page 06

Tehrik Labaik
continues
protests

BUreAU REPORT

KARACHI: Major sit-ins by a
religious party which severe-
ly disrupted traffic and had
thousands of people stranded
for hours a day earlier started
to wrap up Tuesday morning.
The protests are, however,
continuing for a second day,
but are limited to certain are-
as. The chunk of the protests
is taking place in Lahore. In
Karachi, three areas have
been closed for traffic. Ac-
cording to the traffic police,
roads are closed in the Hub
River Road area, Baldia No
4 and Korangi No 2. Mean-
while, the protest near Tower
Chowk, Jinnah Bridge and
Hassan Square has ended.

Uzhekistan, Pakistan leaders summit a milestone: envoy

Ambassador of Uzbekistan Aybek Arif Usmanov says PM Imran Khan visit to Uzbekistan in July being finalised

(_Inside... J
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EXCLUSIVE

ANSAR MAHMOOD BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Uzbeki-
stan Aybek Arif Usmanov gave an exclu-
sive interview to Daily Islamabad POST
on the occasion of an online summit
between the leaders of Pakistan and
Uzbekistan. It was indeed a historic con-
tact between President of Uzbekistan
Shavkat Mirziyoyev and the Prime Min-
ister of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan
Imran Khan. Here is the text of the inter-
view of the Ambassador of Uzbekistan.
Q.: On 14th April, 2021 esteemed
Leaders of our states held an Online
Summit which was very positively
accepted in Pakistan, especially in
media, among political, expert-ana-
lytical, business and academic cir-
cles. Can you please brief us on out-
comes of this historical event?
A.:Indeed, it is gratifying to note that vir-
tual Summit at the highest level between
Uzbekistan and Pakistan was success-
fully held and taking this opportunity, I
would like to congratulate both brotherly
nations on such high achievement. The
agenda between Uzbekistan and Paki-
stan contained many topical issues on
the further expansion of trade-econom-
ic, investment, transport and logistics
partnerships based on the principles of
mutual respect, benefit and equality.

The leaders of the two countries agreed
on joint actions for cooperation in the ar-
eas of economic affairs, defense, securi-
ty, as well as a partnership in combating
against pandemic. At the end parties
also agreed to organize the first official
visit of Prime Minister to Pakistan Im-
ran Kahan to Uzbekistan in July of this
year. This Online Summit was very
positively perceived and it was the first
virtual contact between the heads of Uz-
bekistan and Pakistan

in the history of the two countries. Such
active, open and sincere interaction be-
tween the heads of Uzbekistan and Paki-
stan is of great importance not only for
bilateral relations but also for interre-
gional connectivity.

I am happy to mention that by strong will
of our leaders, Uzbekistan and Pakistan

Aybek Usmanov,
Ambassador of Uazbekistan

are becoming main partners, whose co-
operation only strengthens projects for
the sustainable development of the peo-
ples of South and Central Asia.

Q.: Pl tell us something about the pro-
ject on construction of the Mazar-i-Sharif
- Kabul - Peshawar railway line.

A.: This significant trilateral project will
provide a completely new transport and
transit corridor for Central and South
Asian countries. It diversifies the trans-
port flows of the region. Mazar-i-Sha-
rif-Kabul-Peshawar route with subse-
quent access to the ports of Karachi

Imran Khan,
Prime Minister of Pakistan

and Gwadar will allow us to significantly
reduce export and import costs.

From the position of South Asian coun-
tries, commissioning of Trans-Afghan
railway corridor to Pakistan direction
will significantly reduce the delivery
time of goods to/from Central Asia, the
CIS and Europe.

For example, if the project would be ful-
ly implemented, the transportation of
goods from Pakistan to Uzbekistan will
have to spend not 35 days, but only 3-5
days. Instead of movement of almost a
month, this will take less than a week.

Shavkat Mirziyoyev,
President of Uzbekistan

The difference is enormous.

Shortening the route means reducing
the cost of transporting goods, which
means saving money. According to pre-
liminary calculations, laying the route
will reduce cost of transporting of one
container by almost 3 times.

According to expert estimates, the cost
of transporting goods from Tashkent to
Karachi will be almost 1.5-2 times cheap-
er than the existing ones. Continuing
this logical chain, we can already predict
that an increase in the profitability of
transportation will automatically contrib-
ute to an increase in freight traffic and
interregional trade.

The launch of Mazar-i-Sharif-Peshawar
railway will also create a powerful plat-
form for achieving inclusive economic
development for Uzbekistan, Pakistan
and Afghanistan. The multiplicative so-
cio-economic effect will be expressed in
creation of new jobs and construction of
roadside infrastructure along the railway
route. Only during the construction of
the line itself, it is planned to build 264
bridges, 7 tunnels, 641 culverts.

This railway project will also contrib-
ute to the expansion of the transport
and communication network within
Afghanistan. Moreover, Mazar-i-Sha-
rif-Peshawar line will become part
of the broader infrastructural con-
nectivity of Central and South Asia.

(Continued on Back Page)
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STAFF REPORT

SARGODHA: Six people
died of coronavirus while
400 new cases were report-
ed in the district during the
last week.

Talking to the media here
on Tuesday, Chief Executive
Officer Health Dr Rai Sami-
ullah said the death toll due
to COVID-19 reached 162
while total cases 4846 and
recoveries 3945 in the dis-
trict since March 2020.

He said that 6,000 tests for
coronavirus were conducted
during the week.

He said that total active
COVID-19 cases in Sar-
godha city were reported
as 839, out of which, 824
were quarantined at their
homes while 15 were under
treatment at Isolation ward
set up in DHQ Teaching
hospital. “Twenty patients
died of COVID-19 during the
third wave of corona in Sar-
godha”, he added.

He said 50 beds had been
allocated in isolation ward
at cardiology ward of DHQ
Teaching hospital, 10 at
TB hospital while 10 at all
THQs of Sargodha district
for COVID-19 patients.

Awareness
session about
helpline, road

safety held

DNA

FAISALABAD: Punjab High-
way Patrolling police Fais-
alabad region organized an
awareness session about
helpline, road safety & traf-
fic rules and coronavirus
SOPs at a private college
here on Tuesday.

Incharge PHP mobile edu-
cation unit Rizwan Bhatti
during his lecture said, “We
can save ourselves on high-
ways by adopting preventive
measures”.

He said that wearing face
masks, observing social
distance of minimum 6 feet,
avoiding going in  public
gatherings, and washing
and sanitizing hands were
the basic preventives which
could save from corona pan-
demic.

Providing information about
patrolling police helpline
1124, he said that patrolling
police were providing quick
help to people in emergen-
cy and controlling crimes on
highways.

He said that if anyone facing
difficulty while travelling on
highways, he should call at
1124 for help.

He also provided tips to par-
ticipants about traffic rules,
importance of seat belts,
helmets, side mirrors, in-
dicator lights and disadvan-
tages of cell phones during
driving and doing wheelie.

Carpet
sector should
be patronized:

PCMAE

ABID Raza

LAHORE: The Pakistan
Carpet Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (PC-
MAEA) Tuesday said that
the government should pro-
vide all possible patronage
to the export sector in the
current difficult situation
and in view of this, relief
should be given in the next
budget.

These views were ex-
pressed by the senior vice
chairman of the association
Riaz Ahmed while address-
ing a review meeting held
through video link. Chair-
person Carpet Training
Institute Pervez Hanif, Sen-
ior Central Leader Abdul
Latif Malik, Saeed Khan,
Muhammad Akbar Malik,
Ejaz-ur-Rehman, Major
(retd) Akhtar Nazir, Daniel
Hanif, Faisal Saeed Khan
and others were also pres-
ent on the occasion.

The difficulties faced by
the handloom carpet in-
dustry and related arti-
sans were also discussed
in detail. Riaz Ahmed said
other countries, including
traditional rivals, are earn-
ing billions of dollars from
the export of handmade
carpets due to the conces-
sions and facilities provid-
ed by their governments,
while our exports are not
declining and Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan should take
notice and issue directions
in regard to patronizing
carpet industry.

it
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan chairs the meeting of Federal Cabinet in Islamabad. — DNA

FDA DG for conceiving new
projects of development

The private housing schemes would be brought into the circle of law and regulations.

The vigorous operation ag

IsuraQ MuGHAL

FAISALABAD: The new projects
would be conceived for city de-
velopment to bring Faisalabad as
par international standard. This
was claimed by Faisalabad Devel-
opment Authority (FDA)Director
General Dr Faisal Azim while talk-
ing to Islamabad correspondent.
He elaborated his priorities with
regards to uplift and beautification
of Faisalabad city and said that
new dimension would be given
to the development programme
and service delivery for boosting
the image of FDA and it would
be made more vibrant ,active and
strong institution by ensuring
good governance.

He said that the private housing
schemes would be brought into
the circle of law and regulations.
The vigorous operation against
the illegal housing schemes would
continue and the law breaker de-
velopers would not be allowed to

L

play the fate of citizens, he main-
tained.

The Director General FDA said
that the performance of the one
window counter would be super-
vised regularly for speedy dis-
posal of public applications while
the doors of his office would be
remained open for public and ap-

ainst the illegal housing sche
— , ,

plicants can be contacted to him
without any hesitation.

He announced that corruption
would not be tolerated and prompt
relief would be provided to the
public by following merit policy
and transparency. Responding a
question, the DG said that the ser-
vices of WASA would be made as

| 9

per the expectations of the public.
The sewerage and water supply
system would be revamped by uti-
lising the available resources and
pace of on going mega projects of
water supply and water treatment
would be accelerated by adopting
coordinated strategy.

He added. He said the FDA would

mes woul

d continue

play its due role to address the is-
sues of traffic management in the
city and Traffic Engineering and
Planning Agency (TEPA) would
be made functional on strong foot-
ings for durable roads planning
for easy flow of traffic. To a ques-
tion, he said that drive against
land grabbers and encroachments
would be continued without any
discrimination.

He said the special campaign had
been designed for maximum re-
covery of dues from the defaulters
and FDA would be made financial
strong institution. He said that the
all stakeholders would be taken
on board in the process of City
development and proposals would
be welcomed for multidimensional
development.

He said that the best working re-
lationship would be developed to
raise the quality of service deliv-
ery through the consultation and
cooperation of local political lead-
ership and members of governing
body .

‘Quality items to be provided

in Ramazan Bazars’

Police

flag march
in Sargodha

MEHBOOB AHIR

Bureau REPORT

FAISALABAD: Divisional
Commissioner Saqgib Manan
has said that no effort should
be spared in providing quality
essential items and maintain-
ing good arrangements in
Ramazan bazaars during the
hours and ensure high quality
of items from the beginning
to the end of the bazaar. He
said this while inspecting the
Ramadan Bazaar at Riaz Sha-
hid Chowk, Islamnagar. Assis-
tant Commissioner City Syed
Ayub Bukhari and other of-
ficers were also present. The
Divisional Commissioner also

inspected the stalls of cheap
flour and sugar in Ramzan Ba-
zaar and while inspecting the
weight, directed to save the
consumers from the hassle of
waiting.

He reviewed the quality of
various items in Ramzan Ba-
zaar and the difference from
normal markets. He met with
buyers and inquired about
the quality of fruits, vegeta-
bles and other items.The Di-
visional Commissioner also
inspected the weighing scales
and directed to check the
weighing scales frequently
and no user should complain
of underweight.

He directed to make CCTV

cameras functional and en-
sure cleanliness in Ramadan
bazaars at all times. He also
urged for implementation of
Corona SOPs in the bazaars.
Assistant Commissioner City
Syed Ayub Bukhari said that
there are 19 Ramadan ba-
zaars functional in the district
where arrangements have
been made to provide essen-
tial items to the consumers at
controlled prices.

Deputy commissioner
inspects Ramzan Bazar
No effort should be spared in
making the Ramadan bazaars
in the district in line with the
expectations of people. In this
regard, standard necessities

should be available at all the
stalls. Deputy Commissioner
directed this while inspect-
ing Sasta Ramzan Bazars in
different areas. The Deputy
Commissioner visited the
bazaars of Kaleem Shaheed
Park, Chatri wali Ground Jin-
nah Colony and other areas
and inspected the stalls of
vegetables, fruits and grocer-
ies and directed that steps be
taken to improve them fur-
ther. He asked the officers in
charge to maintain the supply
of essential items and their
high quality and to check the
items at the stalls themselves
to ensure the availability of
fresh vegetables and fruits.

SARGODHA: Police on Tuesday conducted a flag march in
the city to create a sense of security among citizens in the
holy month of Ramazan.

The flag march was held under the supervision of DPO
Zulfigar Ahmed and participated by SDPO City Circle Mu-
hammad Jahangir, DSP traffic Kashif Masood, SHO City
Circle, Elite Force, Muhafiz Squad and police patrolling
officials.

The flag march started from Zakaullah Shaheed Police
Lines, and concluded at the same point after passing
through various areas of the city.

District Police Officer Zulfiqgar Ahmed said that Sargodha
police had ensured foolproof security arrangements for
Ramazan. He said the purpose of flag march was to show
preparations of the police and other law-enforcement
agencies to cope with any untoward situation.

The DPO directed the SDPOs and SHOs to make effective
security arrangements in their respective areas.

CTD arrests 2 militants
of banned SRA

ATHAR SUFI

KARACHI: Sindh Counter
Terrorism Department
(CTD) Tuesday claimed to
have arrested two members
of proscribed outfit Sindh
Revolutionary Army (SRA),
one of the arrested was
planning to explode vehicle
of restaurant owner with
magnetic device.

Deputy Inspector General
of Police (DIGP) CTD Omar
Shahid Hamid addressing
a news conference at his
office told the media that
an accused identified as
Mumtaz Soomro was arrest-
ed in a joint operation with
Rangers and intelligence
agency from Tariq Road.
Mumtaz Soomro was plan-
ning a bomb attack with a

remote controlled magnetic
device on vehicle of a for-
eign restaurant owner. On
his indication, a magnetic
device and a remote control
were recovered from a mo-
torbike parked in front of
the restaurant.

Upon further indication of
Mumtaz, another terrorist
Commander SRA Karachi
Javed Mangrio was nabbed
and a hand grenade was
recovered from his pos-
session.

Both the arrested terrorists
confessed their involvement
in number of terrorist activ-
ities including an attack on
Sub-Inspector Amir Riaz in
Shah Latif Town in a bid to
take revenge of Irshad Ran-
jhani murder, in year 2020.
The cop had sustained inju-
ries in the attack.
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ISLAMABAD: PML N

leader Shaikh Arslan Hafeez meeting with ambassador
of China Nong Rong, in Islamabad. — DNA

Pakistan Navy conducts annual safety review

which he has been entrusted with,

sonal safety particularly under

aman Imam, Capt. Khalil Ahmed,

Lt. Cdr. Najeeb Ullah Khan, Lt.

DNA

KARACHI: Pakistan Navy Annual
Safety Review 2019-20 was held
here where Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral Muhammad Amjad
Khan Niazi graced the occasion as
Chief Guest.

The safety review is held annu-
ally with an aim to create safety
awareness and inculcate safety
culture among naval personnel
which provides a road map to
further enhance safe working en-
vironment, said a Pakistan Navy
news release.

While addressing the participants,
Naval Chief urged that each indi-
vidual of Pakistan Navy bears the
responsibility of safeguarding not
only his life but also the expen-
sive, state of the art assets with

by the Government, through incul-
cation of robust safety culture.

” The same can only be ensured
through strict adherence to safe
practices and Standard Oper-
ating Procedures (SOPs),” he
added.

He advised the audience that our
concept of safety must draw its
impetus from an honest retrospec-
tion of yester years. The Naval
Chief expressed his satisfaction
over adherence to safety culture
in Pakistan Navy and said that
Safety Review is actually a process
of self-accountability which helps
to evaluate and gauge the safety
standards in the light of previous
occurrences.

The Admiral appreciated the
Field Commands for maintaining
high standards of work and per-

the challenging COVID-19 envi-
ronment.

At the end, Chief of the Naval Staff
gave away the safety trophies and
awards to the winners of Pakistan
Navy Annual Safety Review. The
event was attended by officers,
sailors and navy civilians from the
Field Commands.

CNS confers Military Awards
In an impressive Investiture Cer-
emony held at Bahria Auditorium,
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi
conferred military awards upon
Pakistan Navy personnel.

The recipients of Sitara-l-lmtiaz
(Military) were Cdre. Khyber
Zaman, Cdre. Shafquat Hussain
Akhtar, Cdre. Adnan Majeed,
Cdre. Muhammad Imran Rana,
Cdre. Rizwan Ahmed, Capt. No-

Capt Atif Raees Khan and Capt
Farhan Ahmad Siddiqi, said a
news release on Tuesday

The recipients of Tamgha-i-lmti-
az (Military) were Cdr. Muham-
mad Haseeb, Cdr. Talha Mateen,
Cdr. Zaheer Ahmed Majid, Cdr.
Abid Hussain, Cdr. Tajamal Hus-
sain, Cdr M Maooz Akrama, Cdr.
Atta Ullah Jehangiri, Cdr. Irfan
Bashir, Cdr. Tassaddaq Hussein,
Cdr. Irfan Parvez Khan Khattak,
Cdr. Abdul Musawir, Lt. Cdr. Sa-
jid Bari, Lt. Cdr. Muhammad Mo-
been-Ul- Haque, Lt. Cdr. Siddiq
Akbar, Lt. Cdr. Husnain Raza, Lt.
Cdr. Haider Abbas, Lt. Cdr. Mu-
hammad Wahab Usama, Lt. Cdr.
Hassan Shahid, Lt. Cdr. Imran
Khan and Lt. Cdr. Imran Khan.
The recipients of Tamgha-i-Basalat
were Capt. Saiyad Uzair Khalid,

Cdr. Mahboob Ul Haque Siddiqui,
Lt. Waleed Nawaz, Lt. Rao Junaid
Ahmed, Lt. Ahmad Hassan Shah,
Lt. Hafiz M Ameer Hamza, Usman
Ali LCDT, Imran Masih LSW, Zia
Ur Rehman SFT-I and Wasif Ur
Rehman SFT-I.

The recipients of Imtiazi Sanads
were Cdre. Rizwan Ahmed, Lt.
Muhammad Saqib Majeed and Lt.
Muhammad Haris Naghman.

22 Awards of TK (M)-I, 65 awards
of TK(M)-II and 29 awards of
TK(M)-III have also been con-
ferred upon CPOs and Sailors.
Letters of Commendation from
Chief of the Naval Staff have been
awarded to 99 Officers, CPOs/
Sailors and Navy Civilians.

The ceremony was attended by
serving and retired officers of the
Pakistan Navy.

Sindh
reports 366
covid cases

DNA

KARACHI: Fortunately
no death stemming from
Coronavirus reported,
however 366 new cases
emerged when 10,176
tests were conducted.
This was stated by Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Mu-
rad Ali Shah in a state-
ment issued here from
CM House onTuesday.
Mr. Murad Ali Shah said
that fortunately no death
was reported on today. He
added that till the number
death and was 4,530.

The Chief Minister said
that 10,176 samples were
tested which detected 366
cases that constituted 3.6
percent current detection
rate. He added that so far
3,415,608 tests have been
conducted against which
269,839 cases were diag-
nosed, of them 95.8 per-
cent or 258,533 patients
have recovered, including
583 overnight.

The CM said that cur-
rently 6,776  patients
were under treatment, of
them 6,439 were in home
isolation, 12 at isolation
centers and 325 at differ-
ent hospitals. He added
that the condition of 298
patients was stated to be
critical, including 39 shift-
ed to ventilators.
According to the state-
ment, out of 366 new cas-
es, 206 have been detect-
ed from Karachi. While
district-wise statistics are
as follows, East Karachi
99, South Karachi 42,
Hyderabad 33, Tando Mo-
hammad Khan 26, Central
Karachi 26, Korangi, Malir
and Mirpurkhas 15 each,
Dadu & Nawabshah 13
each, Badin 11, West Ka-
rachi 10, Naushero Feroze
& Thatto 9 each, Umarkot
8, Sujawal 4, Jacobabad &
Ghotki 2 each, Khairpur
and Shikarpur one each
new cases reported. The
Chief Minister Syed Mu-
rad Ali Shah urged people
of the province to follow
SOPs.

3 arrested
over aerial
firing
DNA

FAISALABAD: Balochni po-
lice arrested three persons
on the charge of aerial fir-
ing, displaying weapons and
uploading its video on social
media.

Police said on Tuesday that
Adnan, Afzal and Lakko,
residents of Chak No.60-
RB resorted to aerial firing
when a political figure vis-
ited their village. They also
made video of their weap-
ons display and firing and
shared the video with their
friends by uploading it on
social media.

On getting information, City
Police Officer (CPO) Sohail
Ahmad Chaudhary took
strict notice and directed
the police to arrest the ac-
cused without any delay.

A special team headed by
ASI Liaqat Ali Chattha was
constituted who conducted
raids and arrested the ac-
cused.

The police also recovered a
kalashnikov and a rifle (244-
bore) from their possession
and locked the accused be-
hind the bars for further in-
vestigation.

21 shops
sealed for
SOPs breach

DNA

LAHORE: The city district
administration sealed 21
shops, restaurants, mar-
riage halls and imposed Rs
35,000 fine on violation of
coronavirus related Stand-
ard Operating Procedures
(SOPs) here on Tuesday.

According to a spokes-
person for the district

administration, Assistant
Commissioner  Shalimar
Mansoor Ahmed Qazi

sealed 12 shops and a
marriage hall over SOPs
violation in Shalimar area.
AC Cantt Zeeshan Ranjha
sealed seven shops and a
pharmacy in his jurisdic-
tion.

The teams also inspected
public and private trans-
port vehicles and issued
warnings to transporters
and drivers to follow coro-
navirus SOPs strictly.
Meanwhile, Assistant Com-
missioner Shalimar Man-
soor Ahmed Qazi arrested
five shopkeepers in tehsil
Shalimar for overcharging
and warned that price in-
spections would carried out
on regular basis.
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CDA starts
construction
inl-14

Raja PERrvalz

ISLAMABAD: Upon the
special directions of the
Chairman Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA), de-
velopmental work in sector
I-14 has been started after
the delay of 13 years. Work
on roads of the sector has
been started since April 12.
Chairman CDA had directed
for initiating the develop-
mental work in the said sec-
tor in December 2019.
According to detail, CDA
has started developmental
work in sector I-14 as the
work was being delayed for
last 13 years. Work on ser-
vice roads of the said sector
is continued. 5700 RFT long
roads will be constructed.
The authority had started
work on service road north
in 2007, but the agreement
was dismissed for not get-
ting the occupation. After
that all the projects were
dismissed. Chairman CDA
worked again on PCl of
these projects and issued
directions for initiating
the developmental work in
the said sector in Decem-
ber 2019. Tenders for the
developmental projects in
the sectors were opened
in March 2021. The devel-
opmental work has been
started since April 12, 2021.
Work of 2000 RFT will be
completed in four weeks.
The developmental work
will be completed within the
time period of 05 month till
September 11, 2021.

Fire breaks
out in MHNP
area of Sinhari

Village

ISLAMABAD: A lush green
patch of Margalla Hills
National Park on Tuesday
caught fire in the Sinhari
Village of the National Park
and Islamabad Wildlife Man-
agement Board (IWMB)
staff has rushed to the
scene to put out the fire.
The fire has flared in the
Sinahri Village vicinity fall-
ing at the backside PAF
Headquarters near Kalajar
village the firefighting team
of IWNMB was moved to the
spot soon after receiving re-
ports of fire, said an IWMB
official when contacted to
confirm fire incident.

He added that the fire extin-
guishing operation was un-
derway and further details
would be communicated
once the operation culmi-
nates after putting out fire.
It may be mentioned here
that since April 1 fire season
has started in the Margalla
Hills National Park where
most of the fires were alleg-
edly set by the local masses
in revenge to the IWMB en-
forcement measures. - APP

Classes from
1-8 to continue
online

IBrAR KHAN

ISLAMABAD: As per deci-
sion taken in the Inter Pro-
vincial Education Ministers’
Conference (IPEMC), the
schools from class one to
eight would be closed till
April 28, however the ed-
ucational activities during
this period will be continued
through online mode.
According to a notification
issued by the Federal Direc-
torate of Education (FDE),
the classes from 9th to
12th will be resumed from
April 19,while the annual
exam of class five and eight
to start from 18th May.
The notification further
stated that the exams from
class one to four and class
six and seven would start
from June 1 which will be
announced by the Federal
Directorate of Education
(FDE) soon. As per the no-
tification, the date of exams
could be changed.

The children will attend
their schools on alternative
days as directed earlier.
The educational institutions
will strictly adhere the COV-
ID-19 SOPs. The transport
for the schools and colleges
will be opened completely
and the SOPs and cleanli-
ness in the buses will be
observed as per issued
guidelines, it added. The
notification further directed
the Area Education Officers
(AEOs) to ensure the imple-
mentation of the directions.
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ISLAMABAD: Sardar Ilyas Khan, President, Islamabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry pose for group photo with Chaudhry Fawad Hussain,
Federal Minister for Science and Technology after a meeting with him along with ICCI delegation. Fatma Azim Senior Vice President,
Abdul Rehman Khan Vice President ICCI, Omais Khattak, Umar Hussain and Rana Qaiser Shehzad are also in picture. — DNA

Government to promote
innovation in industries

Chaudhry Fawad Hussain said that the Pakistan Council for Science & Technology
(PCST) has been tasked to carry out the First Industrial National Innovation
Survey (FINIS) to identify the factors hampering the innovations in industries

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Chaudhry Fawad
Hussain, Federal Minister for
Science and Technology said that
the government would promote
innovation in industries for im-
proving their competitiveness in
national and international mar-
kets. He said this while exchang-
ing views with a delegation of Is-
lamabad Chamber of Commerce
& Industry that called on him led
by Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan, Pres-
ident. Fatma Azim Senior Vice
President, Abdul Rehman Khan
Vice President ICCI, Omais Khat-
tak, Umar Hussain and Rana Qa-
isar Shehzad Executive Members
ICCI were in the delegation.

Chaudhry Fawad Hussain said
that the Pakistan Council for Sci-
ence & Technology (PCST) has
been tasked to carry out the First
Industrial National Innovation
Survey (FINIS) to identify the
factors hampering the innovations
in industries and take remedial
measures to encourage industries
for undertaking innovation ac-
tivities that would enhance their
competitiveness and promote
exports. He said that MoST was
working to encourage indigenous
production of solar panels to shift
gradually to solar energy that was
more cost effective. He said that
the government was considering
fixing computer chips on flour
bags to monitor the movement
of flour in the country and to

overcome its shortage created by
vested interests. He assured that
his ministry would cooperate in
resolving industrial problems and
promoting industrial efficiency
in local industrial units. He also
briefed that delegation about the
various projects of his ministry for
technological development of the
country including certification in-
centive program for SMEs.

Speaking at the occasion, Sardar
Yasir Ilyas Khan, President, Islam-
abad Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (ICCI) briefed the federal
minister about the key issues of the
local industrial and sought remedi-
al measures to address them. He
said that pharmaceuticals, steel,
marble, flour, soap & chemicals,
IT and light engineering were the

major industries working in the
federal capital and they needed
the cooperation and support of the
government in upgrading technol-
ogy and machinery for producing
innovative and value added prod-
ucts. He said that the government
should abolish taxes and duties
in the forthcoming budget on the
import of industrial technology &
machinery to facilitate upgrada-
tion of domestic industry. He said
that most of these industries were
relying on imported raw material
for manufacturing of finished prod-
ucts, but due to restrictions caused
by Covid-19 pandemic and hefty de-
valuation of rupee, the cost of im-
ported raw material has increased
significantly. He highlighted the
need for developing indigenous

raw material producing industry in
the country that would help in pro-
ducing competitive products and
improving exports.

Sardar Yasir Ilyas Khan said that
ICCI was working for the estab-
lishment of a new industrial estate
in the region and urged that the
government should extend all pos-
sible support for realization of this
important project.

Fatma Azim Senior Vice Presi-
dent, Abdul Rehman Khan Vice
President ICCI and other mem-
bers of ICCI delegation also high-
lighted the various issues of the
local industry and emphasized
that the government should take
measures to address them for ac-
celerating the pace of industriali-
zation in the region.
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ISLAMABAD: High Commissioner of Maldives Farzana Zahir has congratulated Maldivian Cadet
Ismail Hizwath for winning the Best Foreign Officer Award at Pakistan Military Academy.
High Commission is extremely proud of his hard work and achievement. — DNA
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( Ehsaas Kafaalat payments begin: Dr. Nishtar )

ISLAMABAD:Ehsaas has opened 8171 SMS campaign here on Tuesday to enable the new deserving households to check
their eligibility under Ehsaas Kafaalat programme. Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Social Protection and
Poverty Alleviation, Dr. Sania Nishtar said that the deserving families desiring to find out their eligibility status in the
Kafaalat programme should send their Computerized National Identity Card (CNIC) numbers on the SMS code 8171,
which is activated from today. “The 8171 SMS service has been made free of charge for the public and the entire cost will
be borne by Ehsaas”, Dr. Nishtar added. “Ehsaas has begun the process of enrolling new beneficiaries, which have been
identified on the basis of the 2021 Ehsaas survey which is now 81% complete”, she said. Beneficiaries identified through
the survey undergo “wealth profiling” through a data analytics mechanism to further clean the list of beneficiaries. When
beneficiaries send their 13-digital CNIC number on 8171, they will either get a message that they are eligible and will be
asked to collect money; or they will be informed that they are ineligible, or they will get a “wait” instruction. Those in
the third category will be analyzed and will get a final message about their eligibility by June this year. The process of the
survey will continue till June 2021. Since the survey is 80% complete and 20% of the population is not in the database yet,
\if/when they send SMS to ascertain their status, they will be told to wait till they are surveyed. - DNA
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Arts Councll
arranged online

Photo Exhibition

The special guest of the function was
MPA Abida Raja, Naheed Mantoor and
Director Actors PUCAR Waqgar Ahmed

were also present on the occasion

RAWALPINDI: An online exhibition of works by artist Iram
Batool Gilani was organized at the Punjab Arts Council. More
than 60 works of art are on display in the exhibition. The
special guest of the function was Member Punjab Assembly
Abida Raja, Naheed Mantoor and Director Actors Arts Coun-
cil Wagar Ahmed were also present on the occasion. While
addressing the ceremony, she said that the works of art in the
exhibition are close to reality. Iram Batool Gilani has summa-
rized the personalities of world famous leaders in a beautiful
way. Pakistani artists are rich in art and are shining the name
of the country all over the world. Iram Batool Gilani is an as-
set of Pakistan. The Punjab government under the leadership
of Chief Minister Sardar Usman Bazdar is taking significant
steps to promote art. He also thanked the Arts Council for
organizing the event. Director Arts Council Wagar Ahmed said
that Arts Council has always provided a platform to the youth
so that they can take their art to the world. Arts Council has
so far presented the work of hundreds of young artists to the
world, which has further boosted the morale of young artists.
The online exhibition lasted for 3 days. - DNA
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IPS, PMSA MoU for capacity huilding in maritime domain

The scope of cooperation, as per MoU, entails facilitation in conducting research, co-organizing
of seminars, and capacity building activities in the maritime interests of Pakistan

ZUBAIR AHMAD

ISLAMABAD: A Memorandum
of Understanding (MoU) was
signed between Institute of
Policy Studies (IPS), Islamabad
and Pakistan Maritime Securi-
ty Agency (PMSA) on Tuesday
to strengthen collaboration be-
tween the two organizations in
maritime domain.

The signing ceremony was held
simultaneously at PMSA Head-
quarters in Karachi and IPS in
Islamabad via video link. Direc-
tor Training PMSA Commander
Farooq accompanied by other
fellow officials represented
PMSA whereas former ambas-
sador and Vice Chairman IPS
Syed Abrar Hussain along with

Shafaq Sarfaraz, manager out-
reach, Hafiz Inam, deputy man-
ager outreach and publications,
and Kulsoom Belal, research

officer at IPS, attended the cer-
emony on IPS’ behalf.

nstitute of Policy Studies {Ips)

Both organizations agreed to fos-
ter cooperation in maritime do-
main to counter prevailing mari-
time blindness in the country and
to bring into academic discourse
the mechanisms and challenges

N AR AT

with regards to law enforcement
at seas. The scope of coopera-
tion, as per MoU, entails facil-
itation in conducting research,
co-organizing of seminars, and
capacity building activities in the

.....

(

maritime interests of Pakistan.

Commander Farooq said on the
occasion that PMSA is the only
maritime law enforcement agency
at sea having extended roles and
tasks for effectively policing and
ensuring national and internation-
al laws in the Exclusive Econom-
ic Zone of Pakistan. He hoped
the MoU will pave way for more
collaborative efforts to bolster
joint maritime research initiatives
and also invited IPS team to visit
PMSA headquarter in Karachi.

Director Training PMSA also
wished to collaborate and share
academic research resources
with IPS and offered support to
facilitate IPS researchers carry-
ing out research in the maritime
sector as part of PMSA endeavors
to promote maritime learning.

SC issues
notice

toIHC
registrar

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Su-
preme Court (SC) on
Tuesday issued contempt
of court notice to the
Islamabad High Court
(IHC) registrar in case
of demolition of lawyers’
chamber in Islamabad’s
F-8 court. A two-member
bench comprising Chief
Justice Gulzar Ahmed
and Justice Ijaz Ul Ahsan
heard the review petition
filed by the Islamabad
Bar Association.

During the course of pro-
ceedings, Additional Attor-
ney General Aamir Reh-
man said the IHC registrar
had submitted a reply
regarding the demolition
of the lawyers’ chambers.
Expressing dissatisfaction
over the registrar’s re-
ply, the chief justice said
the registrar did not take
court orders seriously and
left the execution of the
court order to the junior
officers. He said the reg-
istrar was mentally ill and
why not he should be sus-
pended from the office.
The additional attorney
general said illegal cham-
bers’ structures had been
demolished in the F-8
court. The chief justice
said the structure of the
chambers was demolished
because of the court, the
registrar had nothing to
do with it, if the registrar
was convicted of contempt
of court, he would be fired,
he added. Later, the court
issued a contempt of court
notice to the IHC regis-
trar seeking a reply within
seven days and adjourned
hearing of the case.

ADC directs

to expedite

anti-dengue
activities

Kuavyam ABBASI

RAWALPINDI: Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner
Abdullah Mehmood Tues-
day directed the officials
concerned to expedite
anti-dengue activities as
prevailing weather suita-
ble for the growth of den-
gue larvae.

Chairing a meeting held
to review anti-dengue ar-
rangements, he said that
as the temperature was be-
ing increasing day by day,
the threat of dengue fever
spread increases, so there
is a need to combat it on an
emergency basis.

Abdullah directed the of-
ficials to accelerate an-
ti-dengue activities for
tracing the larva and its
eradication so that the
growth of dengue larvae
could not spread.

The ADC directed the of-
ficials to ensure the imple-
mentation of anti-dengue
SOPs, adding, a vigorous
awareness campaign was es-
sential for effective commu-
nity participation to defeat
dengue and COVID-19.

JI Women
Wing felicitate
Ummah on
eve of Ramzan

DNA

RAWALPINDI: Nazima
of Jamaat Islami Women
Wing North Punjab, Sam-
ina Thsan and Nazima Dis-
trict Islamabad Nusrat Na-
heed have felicitated the
Ummah on the advent of
the holy month of Ramzan
and said that Allah has
once again blessed us with
the opportunity to please
Him during these blessed
moments.

In a joint statement is-
sued here Tuesday, they
said every moment of this
holy month was very spe-
cial. During this month,
Allah decorates the Jan-
nah for his servants and
chains the satanic forc-
es, so that his servants
could get trained during
this month with patience,
perseverance, empathy
and benevolence and be
prepared to fight the evil
during rest of the year.
They said piety could only
be achieved if fasting, Sehr
and Iftar were arranged
according to their true Is-
lamic spirit. They quoting a
Hadith said that fast was not
only for the stomach, but
to control every part of the
body from evil doings.
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Briefs

1200

nolicemen to
he deployed
for security

IBrRAR KHAN

RAWALPINDI: The Rawal-
pindi Police has chalked out
a comprehensive security
plan to provide foolproof
security to worshippers
during the holy month of
Ramazan, which is likely to
begin from April 14.

Under the plan, the police
will deploy 1,200 person-
nel at all the city’s religious
places including Mosques,
Imambarghs, City Police
Officer (CPO) Rawalpindi
Muhammad Ahsan Younas
told media on Tuesday.

He added that volunteers,
private security guards and
ladies police would also be
deputed at various impor-
tant places for the security
purposes.

The CPO said the police
had decided to set up spe-
cial check posts at entry
and exit points of the city,
while rapid response squads
were also formed for better
surveillance.

He said policemen would
also be deputed outside
each Mosques and other re-
ligious places. They would
be equipped with metal de-
tectors and latest weapons,
which would eventually en-
sure foolproof security of
such places, he added.
Ahsan Younas said exten-
sive efforts would be made
to bar the worshippers from
parking their vehicles near
Mosques and Imam Barghas
during the holy month.

The police patrolling sys-
tem had been improved fur-
ther, he added.

DC visits
Ramzan Sasta
Bazaar, checks

quality

DNA

RAWALPINDI: Deputy
Commissioner capt. (Retd)
Anwar ul Haq Tuesday paid
a visit to Ramzan Bazaar set
up at Allama Igbal Park to
check the quality and quan-
tity of goods.

The DC said an effective
mechanism has been put in
place to monitor the prices
of essential commodities in
order to provide relief to the
consumers during the holy
month of Ramzan.

He said the strict action
would be taken against
shopkeepers and retailers
who would not follow the
government’s directives and
would resort to exploitative
means such as hoarding,
profiteering and the adulter-
ation.

He directed all his subordi-
nates to ensure provision
of essential supplies for the
general public at govern-
ment approved rates.

He said the control room
has been set up to regis-
ter complaints against the
individuals swindling con-
sumers in the name of ar-
tificially created price hike.
He urged the shopkeepers
to display the lists in front
of their shops.

He made it clear that fruits,
vegetables and other com-
modities would be moni-
tored particularly in Ramzan
and the vendors would be
dealt iron hands who were
involved in creating artificial
shortage.

Dedicated
squads formed
for smooth
traffic flow

RAWALPINDI: The City
Traffic Police (CTP) has de-
ployed special teams at as
many as 16 ‘Ramzan Sasta
Bazaars’ to ensure smooth
traffic flow on the city’s
roads.

The initiative was part of a
comprehensive traffic plan,
devised by the CTP to avoid
traffic snarls on the city’s
avenues at the time of Iftar,
Chief Traffic Officer (CTO)
Rawalpindi Rai Mazhar
Igbal told media on Tuesday.
He said under the plan, 98
traffic police personnel had
been deputed at multiple
‘Ramzan Bazaars’ to facili-
tate the motorists. Ten lifters
squads were also deployed
at such bazaars to prevent
wrong parking, he added.
He further informed that ar-
rangements were also being
made to control the traffic
mess at congested areas so
that the citizens could reach
their destinations within the
shortest possible time. The
CTO said traffic wardens had
been directed to work with
dedication and commitment
so that traffic jam could be
averted. — APP
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ISLAMABAD: Qatar Ambassador to Pakistan Sheikh Saoud Bin Abdul Rehman Al-Thani called on Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed. — DNA

ICT administration, Ulema for
implementing Covid guidelines

There would be no carpets or floor mats in mosques and Imambargahs and
prayers would be offered on the bare floor. In case of rough floor, clean mat could be laid

ZUBAIR AHMAD

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad Capital Territory (ICT)
administration and Ulema,
religious scholars in a meet-
ing on Tuesday reached con-
sensus on strictly following
the guideline in mosques
during the holy month of
Ramazan-ul-Mubarak to
limit the spread of deadly
coronavirus in the federal
capital.

In a meeting with additional
deputy commissioner Is-
lamabad Babar Sahib Din,

Ulema vowed strictly adher-
ing to Covid guidelines in
mosques during Taraveeh
and Friday congregations.
Ulema will guide the peo-
ple on taking precautionary
measures to stop the spread
of deadly virus.

During visit to mosques
and Imambargahs, wearing
mask, maintaining social
distance is obligatory while
handshake, hugging has
been prohibited.

The SOPs (standard operat-
ing procedures) unanimous-
ly approved in the meeting
stated that there would be

no carpets or floor mats in
mosques and Imambargahs
and prayers would be of-
fered on the bare floor. In
case of rough floor, clean
mat could be laid.

Those who want to bring
prayer mats from home
should be encouraged to do
s0, the meeting agreed.
Faithful would avoid mass
gatherings in Islamabad
mosques before and after
the prayers.

In mosques and Imam-
bargahs where there are
courtyards, prayers should
preferably be offered in the

courtyard and not inside the
hall.

Minors, elderly people aged
above 50 and those suffer-
ing from cold, cough and
flu should not join congre-
gations.

It was agreed that Taraweeh
prayers should be arranged
within the precincts of the
mosque and Imambargah,
while prayers would be
avoided on the road and
footpaths.

The floors of mosques in
the federal capital will be
cleaned with chlorine to dis-
infect them.

Arrangements should be
made in the mosque in
such a way that there is a
distance between the wor-
shipers.

Everyone must follow the
instructions of social dis-
tancing by WHO and other
health experts.

The management of each
mosque and Imambargah
should form a committee
comprising responsible per-
sons to guide and ensure
implementation of precau-
tionary measures.

The committee should keep
in touch and co-operate

with district and provincial
governments and police.
For prayers in mosques,
people have been advised to
perform ablution at home
and wash hands with soap
for 20 seconds.

It was agreed to observe
Aitekaf at home instead of
mosque.

Mass arrangements for
Sehr, Iftar at mosques
would be avoided.

The clerics told that the
conditional permission was
being granted to avert the
further spread of the coro-
navirus in the country.

HEC, SMEDA sign MoU to

promote entrepreneurship

The MoU will enable HEC and SMEDA to work
collectively on areas of mutual interest for effective resource
mobilization and achievement of aligned objectives

Kuayam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: The High-
er Education Commission
(HEC), Pakistan and Small
and Medium Enterprises
Development Authority (SM-
EDA) have signed a Mem-
orandum of Understanding
(MoU) to establish a strate-
gic partnership for enhanced
cooperation on promoting
entrepreneurship, innova-

tion and incubation at the
Pakistani universities. Dr.
Shaista Sohail, Executive Di-
rector HEC and Mr. Hashim
Raza, CEO SMEDA signed
the MoU during a virtual
ceremony. HEC is success-
fully running two of its flag-
ship programmes - Offices
of Research, Innovation and
Commercialization (ORICs)
and Business Incubation
Centers (BICs), extending
services and facilitation to re-

IESCO for un-
interrupted supply

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Spokes-
person Islamabad Electric
Supply Company (IES-
CO) has said that smooth
and uninterrupted power
supply would be ensured
during the holy month of
Ramazan.

He said that the decision
was taken at a high-level
meeting chaired by Chief
Executive Officer Islama-
bad Electric Supply Com-
pany (IESCO) Ch. Abdul
Razzaq.

All field officers participat-
ed in the meeting through

video link Speaking on
the occasion, the Chief
Executive said that all ar-
rangements regarding un-
interrupted power supply
during the Ramazan must
be ensured and no negli-
gence would be tolerated.
He also directed all field of-
ficers to remain contact with
the district administration.
He said that activities
regarding power supply
continuity, load on feeders
and redressal of custom-
ers complaints would be
monitored round the clock
from Distribution control
center and especially dur-
ing Sehar and Iftar.

searchers, academicians, and
students for research, innova-
tion, commercialization and
incubation. Moreover, SME-
DA, through its recently ap-
proved National SME Policy
Action Plan, aims to facilitate
the universities of Pakistan in
the fields of entrepreneurship
and incubation.

The MoU will enable HEC
and SMEDA to work collec-
tively on areas of mutual in-
terest for effective resource

mobilization and achievement
of aligned objectives.

The main areas of collabo-
ration envisioned through
the MoU include facilitation
and support of Incubation
Centers at Universities by
organizing conferences and
training programmes, and
conducting mentoring and
capacity building sessions for
young and budding entrepre-
neurs at the higher education
institutions.

Islamabad Police
to ensure security
during Ramazan

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad police have chalked out an elabo-
rate plan to ensure foolproof security during the holy month
of Ramazan and ensure effective patrolling and vigilance in

each sector of the city.

Following the directions of IGP Islamabad Qazi Jamil ur Re-
hman, DIG (Operations) Afzaal Ahmed Kausar has finalized
a plan for effective security of faithfuls during the Ramazan
and ensure implementation on SOPs issued by the govern-
ment to avoid spread of coronavirus.

According to the plan, more than 3000 security personnel
including policemen and private security guards would per-
form duties at 998 Masajid and 32 Imambargahs during the
holy month. SSP (Operations) Dr. Syed Mustafa Tanveer
would monitor the overall security arrangements in the
city and safe city project would also assist to keep a vigilant
eye and ensure effective policing. He said that additional
contingents of police would perform security duties around
mosques and other worship places. — DNA

RAWALPINDI: Activist of TLP protesting in Rawalpindi. The protestors demanded

expulsion of the French ambassador. — DNA

Ambassador Khokhar stated that India was not ready to go back
on its actions of 5th of August 2019 in Kashmir

SHuiaatr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: “You are not dealing
with a country that is committed to
better relations with Pakistan. India
wants domination of Pakistan the
way it has dominated all its other
neighbors,” said Ambassador Riaz
Khokhar. The former foreign secre-
tary of Pakistan was speaking at a
webinar titled ‘India and South Asia
in Contemporary Times’ organized
by the Institute of Regional Studies
(IRS) here on Tuesday.

Ambassador Khokhar maintained
that there was a fundamental con-
sensus in India on not giving any
concessions to Pakistan on any ma-
jor issues, especially Kashmir. He
added that this consensus among
Indian decision-making circles was
a not a new construct and had been

there since Nehru'’s time. He urged
the decision makers in Pakistan to
assess whether Pakistan was in a
strong position to negotiate with
India on its terms. He was of the
view that India would not concede
to Pakistan on anything, even the
low-hanging fruit, if it would consid-
er itself in a position of strength.

Ambassador Khokhar stated that
India was not ready to go back on
its actions of 5th of August 2019 in
Kashmir. Therefore, he urged the
decision makers of Pakistan to be
clear on the deliverable of any talks
with India. He was of the opinion
that if the talks would deliver the
status quo on Kashmir, it would not
solve anything for Pakistan. He fur-
ther urged Pakistan to be clear on
what India had to offer and what the
people of Pakistan and the Indian
Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kash-

mir (IIOJK) would get out of any
dialogue with India. He added that
there seemed to be a lack of consen-
sus or clarity on India in Pakistan.

Ambassador Khokhar argued that
there were four parties to the Kash-
mir dispute: India, Pakistan, Kash-
miris, and the international commu-
nity. He cautioned the Government
of Pakistan against arrogating to

itself the right to compromise on its
longstanding internationally-recog-
nized principled position on Kash-
mir as well as its commitment to the
Kashmiris. He further cautioned
the Government of Pakistan against
trading a compromise on the rights
to Kashmiris for good neighborly
relations with India. “The future of
Kashmir should be determined by
the Kashmiris,” he said.

Commenting on the hegemonistic
regional approach of India, Ambas-
sador Khokhar shared that India
had a troubled history not only with
Pakistan but all its neighboring
countries. He further stated that In-
dia was never a truly secular coun-
try, even under the long Congress
rule, but Prime Minister Modi had
ushered in an era of unapologetic
Hindutva ultra-nationalism. He add-
ed that the BJP was deeply commit-

ted to Hindutva and aspired to main-
stream the RSS ideology through a
re-engineering of the Hindu society,
which needed to be clearly under-
stood in Pakistan.

Ambassador Khokhar said that the
Government of India had abolished
the only Muslim majority state in
India, i.e., IIOJK, and did not care
about Muslims because they were
thinly spread out geographically.
He further added that the Muslim
community lacked leadership and
there was no other political force
at the national level that could con-
front Modi’s BJP. He was of the view
that the Hindu majority of India was
rallying behind the BJP’s majoritar-
ian Hindutva nationalism because
it was propagated and accepted as
riddance from thousands of years
of humiliation at the hands of ‘for-
eigners’.

afforestation’s
1st phase in
final stages

Raja PERrvalz

ISLAMABAD: The first
phase of Miyawaki affores-
tation is in final stages with
17 such forests have been
established at different pop-
ulated locations of the feder
al capital in line with ‘Clean
Green Pakistan’ initiative
of Prime Minister Imran
Khan.

The Capital Development
Authority (CDA) Director
General (DG) Environment
Naveed Tareen confirmed
the development in a vid-
eo message posted by the
civic agency on its twitter
account.

The DG environment said
the CDA was in process of
growing 23 Miyawaki for-
ests at various populated
places of the capital city un-
der the first phase.

The two minutes long vid-
eo also mentioned as many
as 17 locations, where the
Miyawaki forests had been
established, including Lotus
Park, F-7 Markaz, Shakar
Pariyan, Opposite to Kul-
sum Hospital, Allah Wali
Marktet sector F-8/1, F-9
Park, 10th avenue 1-10/4,
F-7/4 opposite to Jublee
Park, F-6 opposite Shell
Petrol Pump, Trail 5, F-7/1
Faisal Market and others.

158,692
suspects visit
Covid centers

SHAHEEN HANIF

RAWALPINDI: Around
158,692 COVID-19 suspects
have so far been brought to
the health facilities of the
district, out of which 21084
cases were tested positive
including 19413 from Rawal-
pindi and 1671 to other dis-
tricts who were provided
with the required treatment
and 18016 discharged after
recovery.

According to the daily situ-
ation report issued by the
District Corona Manage-
ment centre, results of 1868
people were awaited while
137,589 were declared neg-
ative.

“Presently 192 Corona virus
confirmed patients were ad-
mitted to various facilities
of the city including 17 were
admitted in Holy Family
Hospital, 24 in Benazir Bhu-
tto Hospital, 129 in Institute
of Urology,18 in Fauji Foun-
dation Hospital and 2 each
in District Headquarter
and Hearts International
Hospital. He updated that
179 patients reported dur-
ing the last 24 hours in the
district with 22 belonged
to Rawal Town,56 Potohar
town,63 Rawalpindi cant,4
Gujar khan,6 Taxila,3 Mur-
ree,4 Kalar Syeda,3 Kotli
Sattian,9 Islamabad,3 Chak-
wal,2 Attock, and one each
from Kahuta, Gujranwala,
KPK, and Mandi Bahudin.
Meanwhile District. Dis-
trict Health Coordinator for
COVID-19, Dr Jawad Khalid
told APP here Tuesday, that
10,657 health workers in-
cluding 40,739 people with
senior citizens have so far
been jabbed themselves at
24 government vaccination
centres of the district.

Over 6,000
citizens

facilitated
through CFCs

ISLAMABAD:  Islamabad
Capital Territory (ICT) ad-
ministration has facilitated
over 6,000 people through
three ‘Citizens Facilitation
Centers’ (CFCs) during the
last month, a senior official
said on Tuesday.

Talking to media, he said all
the CFCs had issued around
3,896 land fard, 984 domi-
ciles, 546 international driv-
ing permits, 252 marriage
certificates and 23 birth /
death / burial Certificates
in March. He added that
328 arms’ licenses were re-
newed while 46 firms were
registered during the same
period. To a query, he said
its facilitation centers were
fully operation at various
areas including G-11/4 sec-
tor of Islamabad, Tarlai and
Bhara Kahu.

The official said all the
three facilitation centers
had completely revamped
and more services were add-
ed to serve the masses in an
efficient manner.

He said at least 14 servic-
es were being provided at
the centers that included
issuance of domicile certif-
icate, International driving
permit, marriage / divorce
certificates, no objection
certificate for events, land
fard, birth / death / burial
certificate, renewal of arms
license and others. — APP



The gentle warrior

E E was an embodiment of resistance against tyranny, a tower of strength

for human rights activists, and a beacon of hope for those who want to

make this country a truly democratic place. Perhaps never before in
its history has Pakistan needed a voice of reason and rationality, such as the
one that came for decades from Ibn Abdur Rehman, better known to us all as
IA Rehman or Rehman Sahib, who passed away on Monday at the age of 90. In
doing so, he has left the country’s progressives without the light that guided
them through the frequent dark times they have faced - and continue to face.
Through both written and spoken words, for many years I A Rehman outlined
the contours of a democratic society. He was an activist for freedom of expres-
sion, and challenged all authoritarian and dictatorial regimes and tendencies in
Pakistan. He was also a journalist, an editor par excellence and someone who
generously imparted his expertise and wisdom to his peers and juniors.
Born in 1931 in Haryana, IA Rehman migrated to Pakistan after Partition. Be-
ing a progressive, he involved himself in the left-wing politics of the 1950s and
60s, and developed a close relationship with journalists, intellectuals, poets,
and writers. His circle of friends, mentors and comrades included Faiz Ahmed
Faiz, Hameed Akhtar, Mazhar Ali Khan, MinhajBarna, NisarUsmani, SaleemAs-
mi, Sibte Hasan, and many others. After nearly 20 years of active journalism, in
1970 Rehman Sahib and a couple of his friends launched their own newspaper
Azad. During the 1971 military action in East Pakistan, IA Rehman was one of
the very few voices that raised questions about the undemocratic path the re-
gime was taking. Rehman Sahib’s was one of the most powerful voices against
the dark dictatorship of Gen ZiaulHaq. In the 1980s, he played an instrumental
role in the formation of an independent Human Rights Commission of Pakistan
(HRCP) in the country. Since then, he remained associated with the HRCP and
held various positions there. From 1978 to 1988, he was also the executive
editor of the leftist weekly Viewpoint of Mazhar Ali Khan.
After the restoration of a controlled democracy in Pakistan in 1988, the young
PM Benazir Bhutto requested him to lead the daily Pakistan Times as its chief
editor. He accepted the offer but then BB herself was removed in 1990, just
after 20 months in office. Since then, IA Rehman had been writing for some
of the leading national and international journals, magazines and newspapers.
His incisive pen did not spare both civilian and military rulers when they trans-
gressed their authority. He could not brook any violation of fundamental rights
in the country and with the likes of Asma Jahangir, HinaJilani, Hussain Naqi and
Dr. Mehdi Hasan stood fast in his struggle against the violators of human rights.
Rehman Sahib’s last column was published in Dawn on April 8, 2021, just four
days before he departed. For those who value the fundamental rights accorded
to citizens of a free country, IA Rehman became synonymous with the struggle
to attain these rights. His was a quiet but firm resistance, which was usually
complemented by the much-missed late Asma Jahangir. With Rehman Sahib’s
death, it is not enough to say that we have lost an icon of resistance. We may just
have lost one of the last great warriors that spoke truth to power, and stood by
the people - no matter what their city, their gender or class.
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Covid panic

HERE appears to be some sense of panic over the

coronavirus pandemic raging through Pakistan. There

are now clear indications that fear is spreading as news
of deaths widens around the country. Since it began early
last year, Pakistan has suffered 721,000 infections and over
15,000 deaths as a result of the virus. To add to the problems,
the country’s vaccination programme has been moving at a
slow speed. Meanwhile, while Pakistan is one of the very few
countries in the world that has allowed the private imported
vaccines, there are simply not enough to go around as pan-
icked people rush to receive what supply exists.
And the death toll continues to climb. Hospitals in Punjab report
that they have very little capacity left to place people who need
oxygen on ventilators and almost no beds on which to take in
new patients. The situation is becoming desperate. There are
fears that the ability of hospitals to cope with the epidemic may
soon run out. The Punjab health minister has warned that this
could happen and has suggested a total lockdown. While ‘smart’
lockdowns have been imposed in some cities, and some localities
in various cities, Pakistan has so far not gone once again into the
complete lockdown that some health experts warn may be the
only way to stop the pandemic from spreading further.
The situation is somewhat nightmarish. The vaccine supply that
had been hoped for has not quite come in, with the donations
Pakistan had decided to rely on somewhat slow in reaching the
country, and private companies not able to keep up with the
demand. In some good news, Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood
Qureshi has said that the country has been promised 15 million
doses of the coronavirus vaccine from the WHO’s Covax scheme
by May. As the death toll continues to rise, we have also seen
the presence of the UK variant of the virus, which is quickly be-
coming dominant, claiming the lives of younger people. But even
now, some skepticism still exists about the pandemic. SOPs are
being enforced more strictly by the government, at least in major
cities, but are still not observed by a majority in the country. As
Ramazan starts, the fears are that the ‘third wave’ could prove
to be deadlier than was previously expected. In this situation, we
hope the government has a plan to keep the people safe.

Dr. Yousaf Alamgirian

Dr Javaid Laghari was
the second chairman
from 2009 to 2013.
He unearthed the fake
degrees of politicians
and refused to accept any
pressure on this issue.
He was replaced by Dr
Mukhtar Ahmed. Dr
Tariq Banuri became the
fourth chairman of HEC
in November 2018 for a
period of four years. It
i1s worth mentioning that
appointment of chairman
HEC is considered equal
to the federal minister
from protocol point-of-view

The HEC Affairs

HE Higher Education Commission (HEC)

has turned into another example of bad

governance due to many reasons. It has
unfortunately gone through many phases of ex-
periments in the hands of different tenures.
HEC was once a University Grants Commission,
established in 1974 with the mandate of fund-
ing, overseeing, regulating and accrediting the
higher education institutions. During Musharraf
rule, its name was changed into HEC and Dr Atta
urRehman became its Chairman in 2002.
He evolved HEC into modern lines. New avenues
in the research sector were introduced. Numer-
ous scholarships were announced and hundreds
of research scholars were sent abroad for PhD
and post-doctorate level research. When Mushar-
raf left, the new government put cut on the funds
of HEC and many of the research scholars who
were busy in research abroad were caught in the
doldrums because of not issuance of the rest of
the instalments in time. Many of them have to
work to meet their left out charges and a number
of them came back without completing their re-
search and degrees.
Dr Javaid Laghari was the second chairman from
2009 to 2013. He unearthed the fake degrees of
politicians and refused to accept any pressure on
this issue. He was replaced by Dr Mukhtar Ahmed.
Dr Tariq Banuri became the fourth chairman of
HEC in November 2018 for a period of four years.
It is worth mentioning that appointment of chair-
man HEC is considered equal to the federal minis-
ter from protocol point-of-view. However, chairman
HEC enjoys much more powers than that of the
federal ministers. He can appoint the staff even in
grade 20/ 21on a regular basis. For that, he has to
fulfil the formality by calling selection board meet-
ing. Whereas federal ministers can only appoint
people on non-gazetted vacancies because from
grade 17 onwards appointments are made through
Federal Public Service Commission (FPSC) where
federal ministers can’t intervene.
The outgoing chairmanHEC however used this
power only a few days before his removal. Keep-
ing in view the ill intentions and favouritism it is a
need of the hour that recruitment in autonomous
bodies should also be made through FPSC. Reso-
lution could be passed through parliament or the
president can issue the ordinance. This will only
be done when any government would like to ensure
merit and transparency in the recruitments.
This is major trauma in our country that policies

of the institutions are not permanent. Overnight
changes are made in the policies. Indeed, govern-
ments must not interfere in the affairs of the or-
ganisations which are protected legally and consti-
tutionally. This cover allows them to perform with
full freedom. Nevertheless if govt. sees that some
specific person or institution is going beyond its
limitations and it is harming the organisation then
options are alwaysthereto mend things.

During the last few years several untoward
changes were made in higher education. If we
take the example of PhD course only, HEC has
notified that in future the students will be able to
go for PhD only attaining the BS degree. M.Phil.
course will be abolished. Matter of the fact is
the MPhil degree was very useful in terms that
researcher were taught new research techniques
before they start PhD course work and research.
Whereas BS level is not that mature level to do
research work of PhD level. However, if new PhD
policies are implemented as it is what will be the
fate of the thousands of research scholars who
have done MPhil? There should be an independ-
ent body that approves certain education policies
undertaken by HEC sort of organisations.
Outgoing chairman Mr.Tariq Banuri may be a very
upright and honest person but few facts, however,
prove that he has certain motives and agenda to
fulfil during his tenure that’s why when he came to
know that government has brought an ordinanceto-
cut his tenure, he immediately called the selection
board to appoint people on senior-level appoint-
ments mostly advisors and DGs in grade 21 and 20
respectively. A report published in the newspaper
says that “A statement issued by Officers Welfare
Association (OWA) HEC said that the officers and
staff of HEC welcome the decision of the Federal
Government to remove the Chairman HEC. The
statement alleged that after the decision of his
removal by the federal government, the Chairman
HEC called the meeting of the selection board for
selection of his blue-eyed/favourite individuals on
the position of 12 regular DGs in grade 20, advi-
sors in Grade 21, four positions on MP-1, and two
positions of MP-II and MP-III. It said that the HEC
employees showed grave concerns over calling the
Selection Board in haste in violation of the HEC
Recruitment Policy and Rules. The HEC Employ-
ees demanded the Prime Minister of Pakistan (who
is also the controlling Authority of HEC) to stop
the Chairman from holding the illegal selection
board, especially when NAB has already initiated

an inquiry about illegal appointment of dozen of
consultants”.
Such reports reflect dubious intentions on the
part of the outgoing chairman. Uprightness and
high moral values demand that if the chairman was
removed he should have relinquished by allowing
the next chairman/competent authority to do the
brainstorming, get the applications shortlisted on
merit and call the selection board accordingly to se-
lect the competent and professional candidates for
very senior level appointments. The things done in
haste also put questions on the working of HEC and
the weakness of the state which could not interfere
to stop the loot sale of the recruitments.
There is a need to understand that HEC is a na-
tional organisation and not a personal property of
any of the chairmen. NAB/FIA should intervene
and ascertain the level of misappropriation made
in recruitments. If all the candidates selected for
the appointments, fulfil the criterion they should
be allowed to work otherwise recruitments made
in haste be cancelled and documents of all the
candidates who applied for different vacancies
be reviewed andeligiblecandidates be called for
interviews. There must be many candidates who
qualify the given criterion but were not called for
interviews.
However, it is not the first time when any govern-
ment has put a cut on the duration of tenure of
any head of the organisation. During the Mushar-
raf era tenure of the then chairman FPSC Jamshed-
GulzarKianiwas decreased from 5 years to three
years. And he had to relinquish from the duty. Now
President of Pakistan has issued an ordinance to
decrease the tenure of the HEC chairman.
Nonetheless, tussles are obviously not good for
the institutions especially which are related to ed-
ucation as education is the only influential road to-
wards the future of the country. What future will
our nation have, depends upon the policies, under-
going now. We all have to be a bit more calculated,
careful and honest when it comes to the issue of
nation and state. The HEC is a precious institution
of the state, so, the responsibility lies with the
state to save this organization from Kakistocracy
and take measures to prevent it from becoming a
personal estate of the people sitting at the helm
of affairs. Therefore, viable solutions are needed
because tussles never work, they simply ruin.
— The writer is Rawalpindi based author
and analyst. yousafalamgirian@gmail.com)
Twitter @YusafAlamgirian

Pak-Russia relations will change the region

Attiya Munawar

Russia’s announcement
to provide Pakistan with
modern special weapons in
the fight against terrorism
in response to Pakistan’s
goodwill message is a
significant development as
Pakistan has long had its
weapons needs from the
United States and Western
countries. Since then, it
has stepped into the field
of automatic armaments
with the cooperation of
China and is rapidly moving
towards self-sufficiency

N view of the Iran-China agreement, the

growing proximity between Beijing and

Moscow, and the recent developments
in the region, the Russian Foreign Minis-
ter’s visit to Pakistan is a matter of special
significance. It is the first visit by a Russian
foreign minister to Pakistan in nine years.
There is a lot of talk in the national and in-
ternational media that Pakistan’s focus is
now on the East. This process of looking to-
wards the East is positive for Pakistan. Paki-
stan, Iran, Russia, China, Turkey and Central
Asian countries together form a new political
bloc. Russia, on the other hand, has made a
concerted effort to reshape and expand rela-
tions with Pakistan. This development could
be a game-changer for both Pakistan and
South Asia. Critical strategic dynamics and
policy changes in South Asia could change
the perceptions that drove Pakistan into an
anti-Russian camp during the Cold War be-
tween Russia and the United States.
There is no denying the fact that relations
between Pakistan and Russia have been
strained for a long time. India has always
used these relations against Pakistan. Russia
was a superpower compared to the United
States in the case of the Soviet Union, so In-
dia stayed close to it but when the United
States through Pakistan smashed the Soviet
Union in the background, India stepped up
its efforts to move to the US camp. India is a
big market, so the United States also wants
good relations with India. India extended a
hand to the United States for relations, then
the United States welcomed it at the expense
of Pakistan since then the United States in

relations with Pakistan has grown cold.
While India has made it possible to pursue
its interests by getting closer to the United
States, it has not spared any effort to fill the
ears of the United States against Pakistan.
This has led to a breakdown in the warmth
of Pakistan-US relations. The United States
cut off aid to Pakistan and began to make un-
reasonable demands on Do more. Pakistan
has been threatened to teach a lesson in the
Trump era while on this occasion, Pakistan
has patiently continued its efforts to keep
the relations and the situation normal, which
is why the US-Taliban peace agreement was
signed, but India and the Afghan adminis-
tration are trying their best to sabotage this
agreement. This peace agreement is still in
force, but its future is in question.

At present, in view of the changing situation
in the region, the United States has also come
closer to India as it needed a parasitic country
in the region to compete with China. At the
behest of the United States, India continues
to be at loggerheads with China and other
neighbors. On the other hand, Russia’s dis-
tance from India has become a major reason
for Russia’s closeness to Pakistan. Russia and
Pakistan have gradually come so close that the
Russian Foreign Minister is on a long visit to
Pakistan. Earlier, Russian forces had conduct-
ed exercises in Pakistan now Russia is also
becoming part of the CPEC. It had a dream
to reach the hot waters which Pakistan had
thwarted by force, but now an atmosphere of
friendship and reconciliation, Pakistan is wel-
coming Russia to use the port of Gwadar.
Russia’s announcement to provide Pakistan

with modern special weapons in the fight
against terrorism in response to Pakistan’s
goodwill message is a significant development
as Pakistan has long had its weapons needs
from the United States and Western countries.
Since then, it has stepped into the field of au-
tomatic armaments with the cooperation of
China and is rapidly moving towards self-suffi-
ciency. There was almost no cooperation with
Russia in this area but for the past few years,
the procurement of modern weapons includ-
ing helicopters has progressed while India
under US auspices, is stockpiling arms in the
region. Pakistan has relied on China’s cooper-
ation to compete with India. If Russia moves
forward to meet Pakistan’s needs for modern
weapons, it will be a great help in maintaining
the balance of power in the region.

The warmth in Pakistan-Russia relations will
make a significant difference in the regionbut
the USIndia alliance could pose further threats
to peace, especially in South Asia. To address
this, the major powers and countries of the re-
gion must unite, which has become a natural
environment. For lasting peace in the region,
a defense bloc comprising China, Russia, Paki-
stan, Iran and Turkey should be formed which
may include Malaysia and Saudi Arabia as the
opportunity arises. Pakistan is one of the most
important countries in the region yet Pakistan’s
foreign policy is no longer the rarity and breadth
that its role demands. Unlike in the past, Paki-
stan’s changing foreign policy is important as is
the relationship with distant friends from neigh-
boring countries far more important which can
improve the situation in the region and make
Pakistan’s role more prominent and important.
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Pak-India
Kabaddi
seriesin
Nov 2021

SrorTs DESK

LAHORE: Pakistan and In-
dia will go head to head for
a Kabbadi series later this
year in November, media
reports. According to Sec-
retary Pakistan Kabbadi
Federation (PKF) Rana Sar-
war, they have also received
NOC for the three-match
series in Kartarpur.

Rana revealed that the se-
ries was initially planned
in the month of April, how-
ever, it has now been shift-
ed to November due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

For the first time, there will
be a Kabaddi series in the
Kartarpur corridor in the
tehsil Shakargarh, Narowal
District in Punjab.

Envoys
extend
Ramazan...

From Page 01

Australia, Pakistan and
across the world. I am proud
that Australia is playing its
part in helping Pakistan deal
with the pandemic through
our development assistance,
that includes support to Eh-
saas nutrition centres, pro-
vision of medical equipment
and helping women access
essential health care.
Australia has contributed $80
million to the COVAX Facili-
ty, a global initiative to share
vaccines equitably across the
world. I hope our contribution
through COVAX will help Paki-
stan deliver life-saving vaccines
to the vulnerable. Australia is
home to more than 600,000
Muslims from all over the
world, including more than
80,000 Pakistanis. Our peo-
pleto-people links continue to
strengthen the longstanding
friendship between Australia
and Pakistan. To Pakistanis
here, and back home in Aus-
tralia, Ramzan Mubarak.
Meanwhile, MATSUDA Kun-
inori, Ambassador of Japan
to Pakistan, extended his
best wishes to the people of
Pakistan upon the start of
the Holy month of Ramadan.
Ambassador MATSUDA
said, “I would like to express
my sincere respects and soli-
darity with the Pakistani peo-
ple and Muslims on the occa-
sion of Ramadan-ul-Mubarak.
I wish you a blessed and hap-
py Ramadan. I also hope that
the difficult situation due to
COVID-19 will end soon and
we will be able to go back to
normal life.”

PDM gives
another
chance...

From Page 01

out with dialogue and mutual
understanding. “Even today,
the PPP and ANP have the
opportunity to review their
decision,” he said, as he ad-
dressed a press conference
in Islamabad, alongside other
leaders of the alliance, includ-
ing PML-N’s Shahid Khagan
Abbasi and Ahsan Igbal.

The media briefing followed
a meeting of the Opposi-
tion alliance, sans PPP and
ANP. The session was re-
portedly convened at Fazlur
Rehman’s residence.It was
called a day after PPP Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari
announced his party’s depar-
ture from the alliance.

Both the PPP and the ANP
parted ways after they were
served show-cause notices
by the PDM to explain why
they sought the support
of a government ally (Ba-
lochistan Awami Party) in
getting Yousaf Raza Gillani
elected as Leader of the Op-
position in the Senate.

PPP leaders
resign from
PDM posts

From Page 01

PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhu-
tto Zardari, the resignations
were delivered at the resi-
dence of Pakistan Democrat-
ic Movement (PDM) chief
Maulana Fazlur Rahman by
PPP leader Syed Nayyar
Hussain Bukhari.

The PPP leaders who quit
their PDM posts were Sen-
ator Sherry Rehman, Raja
Pervaiz Ashraf and Qamar
Zaman Kaira. Earlier on
Monday, after a meeting of
CEC, PPP decided to resign
from steering committee of
opposition’s Pakistan Demo-
cratic Movement (PDM).
PPP chairman Bilawal Bhu-
tto Zardari said that in first
phase, Raja Pervez Ashraf,
Sherry Rehman and Qamar
Zaman Kaiwar will tender
their resignations.

-

-

byl

BERLIN: Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi inaugurating facilitation center for Pakistani community. — DNA

Russia-West discord deepens
over Ukraine conflict

Deputy FM Sergei Ryabkov was quoted as saying that military support provided by
Washington to Kyiv posed a serious challenge to Russia, and warned that Moscow would do
everything possible to ensure its security in the event of an escalation in the Donbas conflict

ForeigN DEsk

BRUSSELS: Tensions be-
tween Russia and the West
rose on Tuesday over fears
Moscow is attempting to
escalate its conflict with
Ukraine over the Donbas
region. Addressing report-
ers alongside Ukraine’s
Foreign Minister Dmytro
Kuleba at NATO’s head-
quarters in Brussels, the
alliance’s Secretary-General
Jens Stoltenberg accused
Russia of having moved
“thousands of combat-ready
troops to Ukraine’s bor-
ders”. Stoltenberg urged
Russia against the “unjusti-
fied” and “largest massing
of Russian troops” since
Russia annexed Ukraine’s
southern Crimean peninsu-

la in March 2014, after an
uprising that toppled for-
mer Kremlin-friendly Pres-
ident Viktor Yanukovych,
and called on Moscow to
reverse course.

“Russia must end this mili-
tary build-up in and around
Ukraine, stop its provoca-
tions and de-escalate imme-
diately,” Stoltenberg said,
describing the troop deploy-
ment as “deeply concern-
ing”. Meanwhile, Moscow on
Tuesday accused NATO and
leading member the United
States of turning Ukraine
into a “powder keg” with in-
creasing arms supplies, Rus-
sian agencies reported, citing
the foreign ministry.

Deputy Foreign Minister
Sergei Ryabkov was quoted
as saying that military sup-
port provided by Washing-

ton to Kyiv posed a serious
challenge to Russia, and
warned that Moscow would
do everything possible to
ensure its security in the
event of an escalation in the
Donbas conflict.

Ryabkov also urged Wash-
ington to ensure two US
warships due to arrive in
the Black Sea this week stay
well away from Crimea “for
their own good”, saying the
risk of unspecified incidents
was very high. “There is ab-

solutely nothing for Ameri-
can ships to be doing near
our shores, this is purely a
provocative action. Provoc-
ative in the direct sense of
the word: they are testing
our strength, playing on our
nerves. They will not suc-
ceed,” Ryabkov was cited
as saying. Ukrainian govern-
ment troops have battled
Russian-backed separatists
in the country’s eastern
Donetsk and Lugansk re-
gions, which form part of

Donbas, since the rebels
seized a swath of territory
there in April 2014.

While a ceasefire halted
full-scale warfare in the
area in 2015, sporadic
clashes never ceased and
fears of an escalation in
hostilities have mounted in
recent weeks amid renewed
front-line clashes and Rus-
sia’s reported mass de-
ployment of military units
close to Ukraine’s eastern
border and in the Black
Sea region of Crimea.
Russia says the troop move-
ments pose no threat and are
merely defensive, describing
them as preparation for reg-
ular drills. Moscow has also
said the military units would
remain there as long as it
saw fit. While Moscow has
repeatedly denied interfering

in Donbas, Ukraine and sev-
eral Western countries have
said separatist forces in the
region have been armed, led,
funded and aided by Russia.
NATO’s plea came a day after
Kyiv accused the Kremlin of
ignoring its request for talks
between the two countries’
presidents over the military
build-up. Ukraine’s Kuleba
said on Tuesday that Kyiv
would continue to seek a dip-
lomatic solution to the crisis.
But he added that further
economic sanctions against
Moscow and more military
support could help protect
Ukraine from an escalation.
“At the operational level,
we need measures which
will deter Russia and which
will contain its aggressive
intentions,” Kuleba told
the news conference.

Pak HC visits Nagananda

int'l

DNA

COLOMBO: The High Com-
missioner met Venerable
Uduwe Dhammaloka The-
ro, the Chief Incumbent of
the Alan Mathiniyaramaya
at his temple in Kirulapona
and wished him on his birth-
day. Both also cut a cake to
celebrate the occasion.

Later on, both discussed
the historic relations be-
tween Pakistan and Sri
Lanka and ways to further
strengthen people-to-peo-

ple contacts. They also un-
derscored the importance
of interfaith harmony and
pluralism especially in mul-
ti-ethnic and multi-religious
countries like Sri Lanka.
The High Commissioner
apprised him of the pro-
posed Buddhist Heritage
Trail of the Government of
Pakistan which was well-ap-
preciated by the Venerable
Thero. They also spoke
about the precious relics of
Lord Buddha preserved in
Pakistan which are a source
of great reverence for Bud-

" A

dhists. Both stressed on
the need for these relics
and Gandhara Buddhist
heritage sites to be made
more accessible to Sri
Lankan pilgrims through
regular visit of Sri Lankan
pilgrims to Pakistan.

The High Commissioner
also visited the Naganan-
da International Buddhist
University in Kelaniya and
met the Executive Director,
Venerable Dr. Bodagama
Chandima. Both spoke of
the Knowledge Corridor
between Sri Lanka and Pa-

Buddhist University

kistan including the fully
funded Allama Igbal Schol-
arships being offered by the
Government of Pakistan to
Sri Lankan students. Ven.
Dr. Chandima showed his
keen interest in the scholar-
ship program as well as oth-
er training programs being
offered by Pakistan.

The High Commissioner
greatly appreciated the Uni-
versity and underscored the
need for the educational in-
stitutes of Pakistan and Sri
Lanka to maintain close aca-
demic linkages.

Real Madrid skipper
Ramos tests positive

MADRID: Real Madrid captain Sergio Ramos, who was al-
ready out of this week’s Champions League meeting with
Liverpool because of a calf injury, has tested positive for
Covid-19, the club announced on Tuesday.

“Our player Sergio Ramos tested positive in the last Cov-
id-19 test he performed,” Real Madrid said in a statement.
Ramos is the second case of coronavirus detected in the Real

Madrid squad in a
Raphael Varane
last Tuesday.
yet  been
green light
his team-
Ramos
his left
with
during
national
but  he
vocal pres-
sidelines
The positive
has to stay away
mates until he tests

week. French defender
tested  positive
Varane has not
given  the
to  rejoin
mates.
injured
calf while
Spain
the inter-
window
has been a
ence on the
since.
test means he
from his team-
negative.

The 35-year-old defender is going through one of the most
difficult seasons of his career - he underwent knee surgery
in February and, after returning in mid-March, missed the
Liga game against Celta Vigo on March 20 because of a shin
injury. Ramos has still revealed his plans once his contract
with Real Madrid expires on June 30. - DNA

Arshad
Nadeem wins
gold medal

LAHORE: Pakistan’s Arshad
Nadeem has won a gold med-
al in the Javelin Throw event
of Imam Reza Athletics Cup
at Mashhad, Iran. Arshad
also improved his personal
best throw of 86.29m and
registered a new national re-
cord by managing an 86.38m
throw in the event, leading
him to bag a gold medal for
Pakistan. On the other hand,
his throw was way better
than other participating na-
tions. His throw was 10 to
12 meters ahead of silver
and bronze medallist win-
ners. President Athletics
Federation Major General
(retd) Akram Sahi congratu-
lates Arshad Nadeem on his
victory. “Hopefully Arshad
Nadeem will also win an
Olympic medal. This suc-
cess during the training is
a reflection of the fact that
Arshad Nadeem’s training
is going in the right direc-
tion,” Akram said. - APP

India’s reports world’s
highest COVID cases

MoniIToRING DESK

NEW DELHI: India has reported 161,736 new coronavirus
infections, hitting the world’s highest daily tally once again,
for a total of 13.69 million cases, health ministry data showed.
Numbers typically fall on Tuesdays because of delayed re-
sults from tests done on the weekend. Deaths rose by 879
to 171,058. Even those figures, experts say, are likely lower
than reality. Over the past week, India has averaged more than
130,000 cases a day. Its toll pushed past Brazil’s on Monday,
making it second only to the United States in the number
of coronavirus infections, though both countries have much
smaller populations. Nearly all the Indian states are showing
an uptick in cases as daily new infections hit record levels, and
experts say that missteps stemming from the belief that the
pandemic was “over” are coming back to haunt the country.

“Nobody took a long-term view of the pandemic,” Dr Vinee-
ta Bal, who studies immune systems at the Indian Institute
of Science Education and Research, told the AP news agen-
cy. When infections began plummeting in India in Septem-
ber, many concluded the worst had passed. Masks and so-
cial distancing were abandoned, while the government gave
mixed signals about the level of risk. When cases began ris-
ing again in February, authorities were left scrambling, with
some saying the government’s confused messaging failed
to communicate the risk. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has noted the need for people to wear masks due to the
“alarming” rise in infections. But over the last few weeks,
while on the campaign trail, he has delivered speeches in
front of tens of thousands of mask-less supporters. The fed-
eral government has also allowed huge gatherings during
Hindu festivals like the Kumbh Mela (Pitcher Festival)
celebrated in the Himalayan city of Haridwar, where mil-
lions of devotees take a daily holy dip in the Ganges River.
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HANOI: Ambassador of Pakistan to Vietnam, Samina

24

Mehtab had a courtesy

meeting with ambassador of Bangladesh to Vietnam, Samina Naz. —- DNA

Fakhar
available

for third
T201

ABID Raza

LAHORE: Left-handed
batsman Fakhar Zaman
is available for selection
for the third T20I against
South Africa. According
to sources, team manage-
ment is hopeful that in-
form Fakhar will be fit and
ready for the third T20I of
the four-match series.

The 31-year-old Fakhar had
complained of a minor al-
lergy in his left leg before
the second T20I, therefore
it was decided to rest him.
Sharjeel Khan replaced him
and batted as an opener.

It must be noted that the
series is level at 1-1. The
third T20I will be played
tomorrow at SuperSport
Park, Centurion.

UK variant
behind...

From Page 01

He said that the infection
rate has visibly reduced
due to the recent steps
and asked nationals to take
precautionary measures for
the next two weeks. He add-
ed that the positivity rate
of COVID-19 cases could
be increased due to crowd-
ed markets. Regarding the
vaccination drive, the fed-
eral minister said that the
process is underway and
will be expedited after the
Eid festival. He said that
the number of vaccines is
not enough to meet the de-
mand across the globe.

It is impossible to admin-
ister coronavirus vaccines
to billions of people at the
same time, he added. Umar
said that all countries are
trying to procure vaccines
for their citizens.

In Pakistan, more than 1.3
million people have been
inoculated so far. Pakistan
has the availability of 0.9
million vaccines till Monday
night and 60,000 to 70,000
nationals are being vaccinat-
ed on a daily basis.

The federal government
has continued its efforts to
make COVID-19 vaccines
available in the country,
said Umar.

Umar further detailed that
1.3 million people were giv-
en free-of-cost vaccines and
only 13,000 people got COV-
ID-19 jabs privately.

Elderly citizens are more
vulnerable to the pandemic,
however, the vaccines would
be made available for all na-
tionals after Eid. He asked
citizens to keep registering
themselves for the vaccina-
tion. He admitted that out-
of-turn use of the vaccines
was witnessed by some peo-
ple, especially in a province.

Pakistan
set to open
consulate...

From Page 01

the scope of cooperation in
education sector by engag-
ing Higher Education Com-
mission so that Germany
could become a top destina-
tion for Pakistani students.

In a meeting with a rep-
resentative delegation of
the Pakistani diaspora in
Germany, Qureshi said the
government was making
serious efforts to give the
right of vote to the Pakistan-
is living abroad.

He said the option of elec-
tronic voting was under con-
sideration to facilitate the
expatriates.

FM Qureshi acknowledged
the services of the Paki-
stani community, terming
it an important linkage
for strengthening bilateral
relations between the two
countries.

He mentioned that the gov-
ernment had launched the
‘Digital Roshan Pakistan’
project for easy transfer of
money through legal means.

Court
to indict
ex-envoy...

From Page 01

to file surety bonds worth
Rs0.5 million each.

The NAB had alleged in its
reference that the former
ambassador and account-
ant for allegedly misappro-
priating the funds during
2016 to 2018 and had been
bringing the embassy’s
funds in personal use.

The accused even didn’t
submit any receipt to chief
accountant officer after
withdrawing the funds.

The Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs had itself sent the mat-
ter to NAB for investigation
as the corruption scandal
surfaced after the appoint-
ment of new ambassador
there. — Agencies
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TEHRAN: Iran on Tuesday
reported a record 24,760
new COVID-19 cases in the
past 24 hours, as the worst-
hit country in the Middle
East faced a fourth corona-
virus wave.

Authorities have blamed the
latest surge on millions trav-
eling across the country for
Iranian New Year last month
and taking part in family
gatherings in defiance of
health precautions promot-
ed by the government.
Health ministry spokes-
woman Sima Sadat Lari told
state TV on Tuesday that
24,760 new daily cases were
identified, taking the total
to 2,118,212 cases. The
daily death toll rose to 291,
the highest since Dec. 9, to
bring the total to 65,055.
Lari said 295 counties have
been classified as very high-
risk “red” zones, and 99 as
high-risk “orange” areas,
while 45 counties were rat-
ed “yellow” and just 9 as
low-risk “blue” zones.

On Saturday, Tehran im-
posed a 10-day lockdown
across most of the country
affecting 23 of the country’s
31 provinces.

Textile
exports

decrease by
1.42%: SBP

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The exports
of textile and its articles
from the country witnessed
decrease of 1.42 percent
during the eight months of
current financial year 2020-
21 as compared to the corre-
sponding month of last year.
Pakistan exported textile
and its articles worth US
$9057.503 million during
July-February (2020-21)
against the exports of US
$9152.889 million during
July-February (2019-20),
showing negative growth of
1.42 percent, according to
the data issued by the State
Bank of Pakistan.

The commodities that con-
tributed in growth were
man-made staple fibers,
export of which grew from
$206.962 million last year
to $208.318 million during
the period under review,
showing growth of 0.65 per-
cent. The exports of articles
of apparel and clothing ac-
cessories grew by 1.63 per-
cent from $2247.134 million
to $2058.455 million while
the exports other made-up
textile articles (sets, worn
cloth) also increased by 9.86
percent from $2692.131 mil-
lion to $2957.635 million.

Egypt frees
journalist
Khaled

Dawoud

ForeiGgN DEsk

CAIRO: Egypt has freed
prominent dissident jour
nalist and politician Khaled
Dawoud after more than 18
months in detention, a fellow
journalist and a lawyer said
Tuesday.

A former head of the liberal
opposition Dostour party
and a senior journalist for the
English edition of state news-
paper Al Ahram, he had been
arrested in September 2019
after rare anti-government
protests. “At around 5:00 pm
on Monday, a police official in-
formed us that the prosecutor
had decided to release him,”
said Hisham Younes, a mem-
ber of Egypt’s press club.

“He got out at around mid-
night... no charges were
brought against him.”

Lawyer and rights activist
Khaled Ali said on Facebook
that the prosecution had “de-
cided to free” Dawoud.
“Khaled left prison and was
taken to State Security. He
retrieved his car and went
home, where he his now with
his family,” Ali said.

Dawoud, who is an adjunct
professor of journalism at the
American University of Cairo,
was detained after rare pro-
tests calling for the ouster of
President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi.
The general-turned-presi-
dent has overseen a massive,
crackdown aimed at quashing
dissent, jailing many journal-
ists, lawyers, academics and
activists, both secular and
Islamist.

Dawoud was accused of “col-
laborating with a terrorist or-
ganisation”, “publishing false
information” and “misusing
social media”, charges often
levelled against dissidents.

President Ilham Aliyev thanks
Pakistan over Karabakh support

We are very grateful to the Pakistani government and the Pakistani people for
a very consistent approach to the issues related to our territorial integrity

DNA

BAKU:  “Pakistan  was
among the countries which
openly supported Azerbai-
jan from the first days of
the confrontation. And until
the last days, Pakistan was
always on our side,” said
President Ilham Aliyev as
he responded to a question
at the “New vision for South
Caucasus: Post-conflict
development and coopera-
tion” international confer-
ence held at ADA Univer-
sity.

We are very grateful to the
Pakistani government and
the Pakistani people for a
very consistent approach
to the issues related to our
territorial integrity. Paki-
stan is one of the very few

- "-.
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BAKU: Ilham Aliyev President of Azerbaijan chairing International Conference in Baku. — DNA

countries did not establish
diplomatic relations with
Armenia because of the
aggression and occupation.
And there are only very few
countries like Pakistan. We
are always grateful for that
and this is a real sign of our
brotherhood,” the head of
the state noted.

President Ilham Aliyev has
said that more work must
be done in Azerbaijan and
Armenia to build bridges
between the two countries
following the war that end-
ed the long-standing Na-
gorno-Karabakh conflict.
Aliyev made the remarks
while addressing the “New
vision for South Caucasus:
Post-conflict development
and cooperation” confer-
ence held at ADA Universi-
ty on April 13.

Commenting on the post-
war cooperation, Aliyev
said: “It is difficult to pre-
dict how Azerbaijanis and
Armenians will interact in
the future. I think to a large
degree it will depend on the
will and political wisdom of
politicians, because I think
we need to be more active
here and in Yerevan in or-
der to try to build bridges,
of course, if Armenia wants
that.

We don’t know what are
their intentions. They never
elaborated on that.”

Aliyev said that Azerbai-
jan considers the page of
the conflict turned down,
adding that “we will do
everything if Armenia has
positive signals to us to try
to build these connections.
And what already has been

done from our side unilat-
erally, I already mentioned,
is a clear demonstration of
that.”

“We even can talk and I
already said it a couple
of times about a possible
peace agreement with Ar-
menia.

These are our plans. But we
do not have any messages
of this kind from the Arme-
nian side. Armenian prime
minister is silent, Armeni-
an foreign minister is very
aggressive and Armenia
is not in the situation now
to afford themselves to be
aggressive against Azerbai-
jan. They should remember
what happened during the
war. Armenian opposition
is now actually in hysteria.
And Azerbaijanophobia,
Turkophobia became one

of the main, it always was
very important but now, I
think, it is the only factor. I
am sure that they will build
their election campaign on
Azerbaijanophobia, Turko-
phobia on the feelings of
revanchism. Therefore we
cannot establish this inter-
action unilaterally. Our posi-
tion is clear.

We are ready for that. It will
not be easy.”

The president said Azerbai-
jan is ready for peace with
Armenia despite the level of
destruction on Azerbaijan’s
formerly occupied territo-
ries.

“Those former refugees
who will return to Aghdam
and other cities will see
what Armenians have done
to their lands, to the graves
of their beloved ones, to

N PEE N PN Y

their religious monuments.
What will they feel? I can
predict. I felt the same.
When I was approaching
the line of contact during
the war and was only able to
see Aghdam through lenses
from binoculars and when I
went there, to all the occu-
pied territories. Yes, [ am a
President and I must be in
line with my duties but we
are all people we have feel-
ings, we can hide them, we
can control them but some-
times it is very difficult.

I can predict what will
be the feelings of former
Azerbaijani refugees but
as a President, as a person
who looks to the future we
will do everything if Ar-
menia has positive signals
to us to try to build these
connections.”

Merkel’s govt agrees
law on curfews,
tougher virus curbs

BERLIN: The German government agreed Tuesday on con-
troversial changes to a national infections control law, hand-
ing Berlin more power to impose tougher measures such as
night-time curfews to halt the raging coronavirus pandemic.
The adjusted law, which still needs to be approved by parlia-
ment, would allow Chancellor Angela Merkel's government
to impose curfews from 9pm to 5am and close schools and
businesses in areas with high infection rates.

Private gatherings and sports will also be subject to tight-
er restrictions as Germany remains gripped by a danger-
ous third wave of the pandemic which is putting increased
strain on the country’s health system.

The move aims to end a political tug-of-war between the
federal government and powerful regions over coronavirus
measures, with manoeuvring ahead of September elections

adding to the tensions.

Currently restrictions are decided on in consultation with
Berlin and - in theory - implemented by the federal states.
Yet in many cases, regional leaders have failed to put in place
shutdown measures which they agreed with Merkel, with
some even allowing shops and cinemas to reopen. Merkel’s
spokesman Steffen Seibert said Monday that the aim of the
new law was to apply “uniform national” rules. — DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Spain Manuel Duran meets Abdur Razzadq Daowood. — DNA

Turkey releases ten
retired navy commanders

ANKARA: A Turkish court
has released 10 retired
naval commanders whom
President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan had accused of eyeing
a “political coup”, local me-
dia reported on Tuesday.
The former admirals were
detained after their names
appeared on an open letter
signed by 104 retired com-
manders in support of the
1936 Montreux Convention.
The treaty is aimed at de-
militarizing the Black Sea
by setting strict rules on
warships’ passage through
the Bosphorus and Darda-
nelles straits leading to the
Mediterranean.

But Erdogan is planning to

build a new canal in Istanbul
to the west of the Bospho-
rus to take the pressure off
one of the world’s busiest
waterways.

Countries such as Russia in-
sist that the new canal must
be covered by the old trea-
ty’s rules to preserve the
delicate balance of power in
the region.

But Erdogan has remained
non-committal and the re-
tired admirals expressed a
fear that the old treaty’s col-
lapse could have negative
repercussion for Turkey.
Erdogan lashed out at the
commanders after conven-
ing a special security meet-
ing about the letter. — APP

US to deploy more military
personnel in Germany

WEeB DESK

WASHINGTON: The Unit-
ed States will station 500
more military personnel in
Germany to strengthen bi-
lateral ties, US Secretary of
Defense Lloyd Austin said
at the start of his first offi-
cial visit to Europe.
The move pivots the admin-
istration of President Joe
Biden away from his prede-
cessor Donald Trump, who
set out to reduce troops and
shift military commands
from Germany over alle-
gations the key NATO ally
did not pay its fair share to-
wards defence.

“Today I am happy to an-
nounce that we will be in-
creasing the US force pres-

ence in Germany,” Austin
told reporters after talks
with his counterpart Anne-
gret Kramp-Karrenbauer in
Berlin on Tuesday.

“I briefed the minister on
our intention to permanent-
ly station approximately
500 additional US person-
nel in the Wiesbaden area
as early as this fall,” he said.
Kramp-Karrenbauer laud-
ed the development as a
“strong signal” of a healthy
US-German relationship.
The Biden administra-
tion said in February that
it would put on hold the
Trump-era plans to pull
back about 12,000 troops
from the roughly 34,500
stationed in Germany.
Although the prospect had
been looming for years,

Trump’s decision had been
met with shock and opposi-
tion from Germany, particu-
larly from states where the
bases are located.

The Biden administration
has stressed a multilateral
approach to global affairs
and has said it will seek to
strengthen ties with long-
time allies.

Continuing that change in
tone, Austin pledged that
Germany would “continue
to be an important securi-
ty and economic partner”
for the US “for the years
ahead”.

When asked if the decision
means Washington will not
carry out Trump’s planned
withdrawals, Austin said the
Pentagon has “ceased plan-
ning” for troop reductions.

The German minister,
meanwhile, said she had
Biden’s word that “there
will be no troop reduction
as was previously planned”.
The meeting on Tuesday
came as Austin is set to
join US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken for a series
of NATO meetings in Brus-
sels this week, with the
looming May 1 deadline
for US troop withdrawal
from Afghanistan - part
of Trump-era deal with
the Taliban - and Russia’s
troop buildup on the bor-
der with Ukraine expected
to top the agenda.

The US officials are also
expected to discuss the
2015 Iran nuclear deal
with European parties to
the agreement.

Iran and Russia should also boost bilateral economic activity, especially using
private companies, in the oil, energy, transportation, and nuclear sectors

FoRreigN DESkK

TEHRAN: Iran and Russia
have held high-level talks
on bilateral ties, the region,
and Iran’s nuclear deal with
world powers during Rus-
sian foreign minister Sergey
Lavrov’s trip to Tehran on
Tuesday.

In a meeting with Lavrov,
President Hassan Rouhani
said Iran wishes to expand
regional cooperation with
Russia on Syria, Afghanistan,
and Yemen in order to help
establish stability and combat
American interventions.

He also called for more de-
fence and military coopera-
tion, especially as a United
Nations Security Council
arms embargo on Iran ended
in October 2020.

“Opening the Zionist re-
gime’s foothold to the Persian
Gulf region as a destabilising
and tension-creating element
will be a dangerous act,” Rou-
hani said of Israel, which Iran
has accused of orchestrating
“nuclear terrorism” on its fa-
cilities at Natanz on Sunday.

The president further said
Iran and Russia should also
boost bilateral economic ac-
tivity, especially using private
companies, in the oil, energy,
transportation, and nuclear
sectors. He called on Russia
to accelerate the process of
delivering more doses of the
Sputnik V' vaccine against
COVID-19 to Iran and said
Iran is eager to finalise a plan
to establish a joint vaccine
manufacturing line with Rus-
sia. Iran has so far received
more than half a million dos-

es of the vaccine, and has had
difficulty in administering it
as the first and second doses
of Sputnik V - that need to be
injected 21 days apart — are
different.

The Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action (JCPOA),
Iran’s nuclear deal with world
powers, was also a main topic
of talks as multilateral talks
in Vienna to restore the deal

the US abandoned in 2018
will continue on Wednesday.
Rouhani said Iran wants

conditions of the landmark
accord to be restored to what
they were in 2015 when it

- \

was originally signed.

“We are neither willing to ac-
cept anything less nor wish to
achieve anything more,” the
president said.

Lavrov told Rouhani that Rus-

sia is of the same opinion as
Iran on the fact the US must
come back into full compli-
ance with the JCPOA, and
that trying to add new condi-
tions to the deal would not be
acceptable, according to the
president’s website.

“Any complementary or addi-
tional documents on different
issues, including regional
issues or military develop-
ment, can be considered out-
side the framework of the
JCPOA and with the partici-
pation of regional countries
in order to ensure the safety
of the region and the Per-
sian Gulf,” he was quoted as
saying. The Russian foreign
minister welcomed boosting
bilateral ties with Iran, saying
“there are no limitations” on
developing technical and de-
fence relations.

Earlier on Tuesday, Lavrov
signed a “cultural cooper-
ation agreement” with his
Iranian counterpart Moham-
mad Javad Zarif, the specific
details of which have yet to
be disclosed.

The two countries were also
expected to discuss the re-
newal of their comprehensive
cooperation accord, which
was originally signed in 2001.
Iranian officials had previ-
ously said if neither of the
two sides has any objections,
the accord will automatically
renew for another five years.
In a late January trip to Mos-
cow, Zarif had also signed
an “information security”
cooperation agreement with
Russia that the Iranian for-
eign ministry called a turning
point in joint cybersecurity
work.

United States
recommends
‘pause’ for
J&]J vaccine

ForeigN DEsk

WASHINGTON: The US is
recommending a “pause”
in the administration of the
single-dose Johnson & John-
son COVID-19 vaccine to
investigate reports of poten-
tially dangerous blood clots.
In ajoint statement on Tues-
day, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and
the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration said it was investigat-
ing blood clots in six women
in the days after vaccina-
tion, in combination with re-
duced platelet counts.

One woman died and a sec-
ond in Nebraska has been
hospitalised in critical con-
dition, the New York Times
reported, citing officials
More than 6.8 million dos-
es of the J&]J vaccine have
been administered in the
US. US federal distribution
channels, including mass
vaccination sites, will pause
the use of the J&J shot, and
states and other providers
are expected to follow.
CDC’s Advisory Committee
on Immunization Practices
will meet on Wednesday to
discuss the cases and the
FDA has also launched an
investigation.

Russia
detains two
after huge

Petersburg fire

SAINT PETERSBURG:
Russia on Tuesday detained
two people after a huge fire
gutted a historic factory in
Saint Petersburg, as fire-
fighters continued putting
out the blaze. On Monday,
a fire broke out over sev-
eral floors of the red-brick
Nevskaya Manufaktura
building in Russia’s second
city. The inferno killed one
firefighter and left two more
hospitalised with serious
burns. The fire continued
burning into Tuesday over
an area of 500 square me-
ters (5,381 square feet),
the emergencies ministry
said, adding that nearly 40
firefighters were involved in
extinguishing the blaze and
clearing the debris.

The Investigative Commit-
tee, which probes major
crimes, said that it launched
a criminal probe into a death
caused by negligence and
added that law enforcement
had detained the general
director of Nevskaya Manu-
faktura and his deputy.
Investigators cited a “num-
ber of violations” regarding
fire safety and said that
management “knew for
a fact” that the premises
could not be operated.
They estimated the total
area of the blaze at some
4,000 square meters, caus-
ing a large part of the roof to
collapse and even spreading
to nearby trees.

Listed by the Saint Peters-
burg city government as a
cultural heritage site, the
building was home to one of
Russia’s largest textile com-
panies in the 19th century.
In recent years parts of the
building continued to op-
erate manufacturing cloth,
while others were rented
out as office space and some
areas had been abandoned.
Fires are relatively common
in Russia due to dilapidated
infrastructure or non-compli-
ance with safety standards.

UN announces
short film
competition

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Unit-
ed Nations (UN) has an-
nounced a short film compe-
tition for youth on multiple
topics. The deadline for the
entries is June 18, 2021.
“The UN video competition
is open worldwide for the
filmmakers ages 25 and
younger,” said a news state-
ment.

It said the interested youth
were invited to submit films
on migration, diversity, so-
cial inclusion and preven-
tion of xenophobia.

‘Plural + Youth Video Festi-
val’ is a competition which
is sponsored by the United
Nations Alliance of Civiliza-
tions (UNAOC) in collabora-
tion with the International
Organization for Migration.
Videos must be less than
5 minutes, include English
subtitles and produced after
December 31, 2018.

There are three age catego-
ries as well as the Special
Awards for the prevention
of Xenophobia, SafeWorship
and Solidarity amid COV-
ID-19. Winners will receive
an all-expenses-paid trip to
attend the Plural+ 2021 Fes-
tival and awards ceremony
late in 2021 in a location to
be announced later.
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Amhassador
Haque visits
Three Gorges
Dam

NEews DEsk

BEIJING, Pakistan Ambas-
sador Moin ul Haque paid
a visit to the Three Gorges
Dam, world’s largest hydro-
electric dam built on the
Yangtze River in the city of
Yichang in China.

During the visit, the am-
bassador was briefed by
the administration of Three
Gorges Dam about its role
in water-management, flood
control and energy genera-
tion in China.

Later on, Ambassador
Haque held a meeting with
Executive Vice President of
China Three Gorges Corpo-
ration (CTGC), Zheng Ding-
ming.

Zheng informed that during
COVID-19 pandemic, the
CTGC sent a medical team
to Pakistan for solidarity
with Pakistan in May 2020.
This medical team provided
medical services not only to
the Chinese officials work-
ing on Karrot Hydropower
Project, but also Pakistani
staff and local community
there.

Hammad to

boost ties
with KSA

ZUBAIR AHMAD

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Finance, Revenue,
Industries and Production
Muhammad Hammad Azhar
Tuesday stressed the need for
further strengthening invest-
ment and business linkages
with Saudi Arabia to its full
potential and facilitating Paki-
stani diaspora abroad.

The minister was talking to
Ambassador-Designate to the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Lt.
Gen. (Retd) Bilal Akbar who
made a courtesy call on him
here at the Finance Division,
according to press statement
issued by the Finance Min-
istry. According to the state-
ment, the minister welcomed
the Ambassador-Designate
and wished him success in his
new assignment. He said Pa-
kistan and Saudi Arabia were
enjoying historical relations
over the years, adding that
these bilateral ties were root-
ed in centuries old religious,
cultural and commercial links
between the people of both
the countries.

He said People of Pakistan
had great respect and rever-
ence for the Kingdom being
custodian of the two Holy
Mosques. Moreover, a large
number of Pakistani expatri-
ates were working in different
fields and have made signifi-
cant contribution in building
infrastructure.

Besides, Pakistani diaspora
was a great asset for country
who were serving as doctors,
bankers, entrepreneurs, aca-
demia etc and remit valuable
remittances back have home,
he added.

Islam does
not permit

violence:
Tahir Ashrafi

Kuayam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Special As-
sistant to the Prime Min-
ister for Interfaith Harmo-
ny Maulana Tahir Ashrafi
appealed to a religious
organisation to shun their
protests, saying that Islam
does not permit intolerance
in the name of religion.
Speaking to Geo News via
telephone, he regretted
the incident in Dera Ghazi
Khan where a police officer
was subjected to torture by
workers of a religious organ-
isation.

“This police officer is also a
member of the Holy Proph-
et Muhammad’s (Peace be
upon him) Ummabh. It’s not
as if he isn't a human be-
ing,” lamented Ashrafi.

He said the incumbent gov-
ernment had raised the
issue of Islamophobia and
blasphemy at the global
stage, adding that Pakistan
had “led the Islamic world”
in its fight against blasphe-
my.

Ashrafi appealed to protest-
ers to think of the people
who were at danger from
the violence and the wom-
en and children who were
stranded since the past 24
hours.

iaCCl Historic Uzbeklstan Pakistan

leaders summlt a mllestone

From Page 01

Q.: Another important aspect of
Uzbek-Pak cooperation is part-
nership within the framework of
Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion. What new opportunities has
this opened up for the further
development of our cooperation
within this organization?

A.: Uzbekistan supported the full
membership of Pakistan in the
SCO. It is important to mention
that the process of Pakistan’s ac-
cession to SCO took place during
presidency of Uzbekistan in this
organization. In 2010 comprehen-
sive preparatory work was com-
pleted to launch the process of
expanding the organization and in
2016 at Tashkent Summit, Memo-
randums were signed in order to
obtain the status of a SCO mem-
ber state.

Tashkent attaches great impor-
tance to Pakistan’s membership
in SCO which contributes to a sig-
nificant increase in organization’s
potential.

The interaction of the two coun-
tries within SCO is a fundamen-
tally new platform for the devel-
opment of mutually beneficial
cooperation in the field of security
and stability, including settlement
of the situation in Afghanistan, as
well as transport, trade and invest-
ment in both bilateral and multilat-
eral formats.

One of the promising areas of
cooperation between Tashkent
and Islamabad in SCO is consid-
ering transport and economic
interconnection in the regions of
Central and South Asia including
in trans-Afghan direction.
Interaction within the framework
of SCO Regional Anti-Terrorist
Structure (RATS) is being done
hetween two countries on cooper-
ation in fight against international
terrorism, illegal drug trafficking,
extremism and other challenges
and threats.

Within SCO, Uzbek and Pakistan
sides have coinciding positions on
many issues, in particular in the
field of trade, finance, investment,
transport communications and
transit, as well as in the field of
cultural and humanitarian interac-

tion. In particular, during the last
online SCO summit in November
2020, Pakistani side, like Uzbek
side, came up with a common po-
sition regarding the identification
of promising priorities for SCO
in post-pandemic period - econ-
omy, trade, finance and the fight
against poverty.

Q.: How would you assess devel-
opment of trade and economic
cooperation between Uzbekistan
and Pakistan and what areas can
be considered the most promising
in in this area?

A.: Our countries have a great
mutual interest in further in-

—

creasing of the volume of mutual
trade. By assistance of Adviser
to Prime Minister of Pakistan for
Commerce and Investment Abdul
Razak Dawood effective measures
are being taken by Pakistan side
to speed up negotiation process
on bilateral Preferential Trade
Agreement.

According to Statistical Commit-
tee of Uzbekistan in 2020 bilater-
al trade with Pakistan exceeded
$123 million.

Today, over 140 enterprises with
Pakistan operate in Uzbekistan.
Their activities are mainly re-
lated to trade, pharmaceuticals,

T

textiles, paper, leather goods and
food production. The Intergovern-
mental Commission for Trade and
Economic Cooperation is func-
tioning. During the Online Sum-
mit on 14th April our leaders have
agreed to that the next session of
this Commission will be held in
July 2021 in Tashkent.

Uzbekistan considers Pakistan as
a reliable and promising partner
in economic cooperation as well.
Taking into account the potential
of our countries, this partnership
has been actively expanding and
strengthening in recent years.

Q.: The two countries are linked

by close cultural and historical
ties, the rich heritage of the Uz-
bek and Pakistan people is highly
valued and revered in both coun-
tries. Please tell us about how
cultural and humanitarian ties
between Uzbekistan and Pakistan
are developing today.

A.: Pakistan is cradle of civiliza-
tions closely linked with Uzbeki-
stan and Central Asia. We have a
lot of similarities are connected by
one religion, single school of Is-
lamic teaching, tasawwuf and figh,
common centuries-old history as-
sociated with the Baburid dynasty,
common traditions and values and
even language.

There are more than 40 thousand
identical words in the Uzbek lan-
guage and the Urdu language.
Many people in Pakistan can say:
my roots are in Bukhara, Samarqa-
nd or Fergana and so on.

The Baburid dynasty left in Paki-
stan an invaluable historical and
cultural heritage that contributed
to the creation of a unique civiliza-
tion in the region, including litera-
ture and art. And this is the solid
foundation of unique, strong and
friendly Pakistani-Uzbek relations.
In February of this year, we jointly
organized an opening ceremony
of the “Center for Babur’s Lega-
cy” in Punjab University during
of which held a contest among
70 students who presented their
paintings dedicated to Baburid’s
dynasty in Pakistan etc.

In Uzbekistan operates “Interna-
tional Babur’s Foundation” who
will work closely with the “Center
for Babur’s Legacy” in Punjab Uni-
versity in order to promote the her-
itage of the Baburids in Pakistan as
well as to organize joint conferenc-
es dedicated to the life and work of
our great common ancestors.

It should also be said that the rich
scientific and literary heritage of
the Uzbek people is highly valued
in Pakistan, great scientists and
thinkers like Imam Al-Bukhari
(r.a.), Bahauddin Nagshbandi
(r.a.), Imam AtTermizi (r.a.), Aby
Rayhan Beruni, Abu Ali ibn Sino,
Alisher Navoi, Zakhiriddin Mu-
hammad Babur and others are
honored.

SC rejects Justice Qazi Faez’s

plea seeking live telecast

ISLAMABAD: The Su-
preme Court (SC) of Paki-
stan dismissed on Tuesday
Justice Qazi Faez Isa’s ap-
plication for live coverage
of proceedings of his review
petition against the June 19,
2020 order.

The application was dis-
missed by a majority of 6-4
judges, of a 10judge larger
bench headed by Justice
Umar Ata Bandial.

“For reasons to be recorded

later, this Misc. application
is dismissed. However, the
right of the people to have
access to information in
matters of public impor-
tance under Article 19-A of
the Constitution is recog-
nised, the details and mo-
dalities of which are to be
decided by the Full Court
on the administrative side,”
read the majority judgment.
Justices Magbool Bagqar,
Manzoor Ahmad Malik,

Mazhar Alam Khan Miank-
hel, and Syed Mansoor Ali
Shah were the judges dis-
senting with the decision.
On March 17, while giving
a rebuttal on Additional At-
torney General Chaudhry
Amir Rehman’s arguments
against live telecast of his
proceedings, Justice Isa
said that he had proposed to
rebut all allegations against
him.

He said that if he was

crooked then he should be
thrown out from the court,
adding that his family and
he were being maligned for
the past two years.

Sarina Isa, the wife of Jus-
tice Isa, had read out her
written statement, stating
that Mirza Shahzad Ak-
bar engineered a proxy
informant, namely Abdul
Waheed Dogar, who then
addressed his complaint to
him. — APP

FM condoles
over death of
Zia Shahid

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi on Tuesday ex-
pressed grief over the
death of Zia Shahid, jour-
nalist and Editor-in-Chief
of Khabarain News Group.
The foreign minister said
Zia Shahid was an experi-
enced and seasoned jour-
nalist.

He extended condolences
to the family of Zia Shahid.
The Foreign Minister
Shah  Mahmood Qure-
shiprayed for the forgive-
ness of departed soul to
rest in peace.

Zia Shahid passed away on
Monday in Lahore after
protracted illness.

" ‘Friendship Tree Planted at Chmese embassy

SHAHEEN HANIF

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Secretary Sohail
Mahmood and Chinese Ambassador His
Excellency Nong Rong planted a Friend-
ship Tree, today, at the Chinese Embassy
Compound, as part of ongoing celebra-
tions to commemorate the 70th Anniver-
sary of the establishment of Pakistan-Chi-

na diplomatic relations.
The 70th Anniversary

ister Wang Yi,

Cnd regional situation.

celebrations
were jointly initiated by Foreign Minis-
ter Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi
and State Councilor and Foreign Min-
in a virtual ceremony
held on 2 March 2021. Both sides have
planned a wide range of activities, spread
throughout the year, to mark this histor-
ic milestone and celebrate the evolution
of Pakistan-China friendship that has,
over seven decades, transformed into a
time-tested “All-Weather Strategic Coop-
erative Partnership”, despite vicissitudes
of times and changes in the international

China to US: don't play with fire on Taiwan

Taiwan is China’s most sensitive territorial and diplomatic issue, and a
regular source of Sino-U.S. friction. China has never renounced the use of force

NEews DEskK

BEIJING: China told the
United States on Tuesday
to stop playing with fire
over Taiwan and lodged a
complaint after Washington
issued guidelines that will
enable U.S. officials to meet
more freely with officials
from the island that China
claims as its own.

The U.S. State Depart-
ment‘s Friday decision to
deepen relations with self-
ruled Taiwan came amid
stepped-up Chinese mili-

tary activity around the is-
land, including almost daily
air force incursions into Tai-
wan'’s air defence zone.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Zhao Lijian told
reporters they had lodged
“stern representations”
with the United States.

China urges the United
States “not to play with
fire on the Taiwan issue,
immediately stop any form
of U.S.Taiwan official con-
tacts, cautiously and appro-
priately handle the matter,
and not send wrong signals
to Taiwan independence

forces so as not to subver-
sively influence and dam-
age Sino-U.S. relations and
peace and stability across
the Taiwan Strait“, he said.

Taiwan is China’s most sen-
sitive territorial and diplo-
matic issue, and a regular
source of Sino-U.S. friction.
China has never renounced

to bring the democratically ruled island under its control

the use of force to bring the
democratically ruled island
under its control.

Former U.S. Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo an-
nounced days before the end
of former President Donald
Trump's presidency in Janu-
ary that he was lifting restric-
tions on contacts between
U.S. officials and their Tai-
wanese counterparts.

While Washington officially
recognises Beijing rather
than Taipei, like most coun-
tries, the United States is
Taiwan’s most important
international supporter and

arms seller.

The United States is re-
quired by law to provide the
island with the means to de-
fend itself.

China believes the United
States is colluding with
Taiwan to challenge Beijing
and giving support to those
who want the island to de-
clare formal independence.
Taiwan President Tsai Ing-
wen says the island is an
independent country called
the Republic of China, its
formal name, and that she
will defend its freedom and
security.

JUI-F leader
Kifayatullah

detained
under MPO

BURrREAU REPORT

MANSEHRA: Police on
Tuesday took into custody
Jamiat Ulema-eIslam Fazl
(JULF) leader Mufti Kifayat-
ullah under Section 3 of the
Maintenance of Public Order
(MPO).

The police said a heavy con-
tingent of personnel arrest-
ed him during a raid on his
house.

District Police Officer (DPO)
Asif Bahadur said Mufti Ki-
fayatullah was arrested un-
der Section 3 of the MPO.
He said the federal gov-
ernment had called for his
arrest for issuing anti-state
remarks.

The JULF leader had been
hiding for the past two
months, the police officer
said. On Jan 5, Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa police chief San-
aullah Abbasi wrote a letter
to the IGs of other provinces
seeking their help for Ki-
fayatullah’s arrest. He added
an FIR had been registered
against him for making de-
famatory remarks against
state institutions.

Earlier in October 2019, the
law enforcement agencies
and Mansehra Police also
conducted a joint opera-
tion in Islamabad’s Sector
E-11/3, and arrested JUI-
F’s Mufti Kifayatullah for
allegedly issuing derogatory
remarks against the state in-
stitutions.

India’s Covid
tally rises to
13,689,453

ForeigN DESk

NEW DELHI: As many as
161,736 new COVID-19 cas-
es were registered across
India in the past 24 hours
taking the total tally to
13,689,453, said the latest
data released by the federal
health ministry on Tuesday.
Besides, 879 deaths took
place in the country, taking
the death toll to 171,058.
This is the eighth time
within this month, and the
seventh consecutive day,
when more than 100,000
new COVID-19 cases were
reported in India. Earlier,
103,558 new cases were re-
ported on last Monday, fol-
lowed by 115,736 new cases
on Wednesday, 126,789 new
cases on Thursday, 131,968
on Friday, 145,384 on Satur-
day, 152,879 on Sunday, and
168,912 new cases on Mon-
day. There are still 1,264,698
Active Cases in the country,
while 12,253,697 people
have been discharged so far
from hospitals after medical
treatment.

There was an increase of
63,689 Active Cases during
the previous 24 hours, the
highest this year so far.

The number of daily Active
Cases has been on the rise
over the past few days, even
as another wave of COV-
ID-19 looms large in India.
In January the number of
daily cases in the coun-
try had come down to be-
low-10,000.

China to gift
more Covid
vaccine doses
to Pakistan

MEHMOOD ABDULLAH

ISLAMABAD: China has
announced to send more
COVID-19 vaccine doses to
Pakistan as a gift to help Is-
lamabad in the fight against
coronavirus.  The COVID
vaccine doses are expected to
reach Islamabad, in the cur-
rent ongoing month.

China has earlier gifted 15
million doses of the Sinop-
harm vaccine to Pakistan.
Sources privy to the develop-
ment said 0.5 million doses
of Sinopham COVID vaccine
that are being gifted by China
will reach Islamabad in a spe-
cial flight from China.

The Foreign ministry has in-
formed the Health ministry
about the vaccine being gift-
ed by China to Pakistan this
month. On Monday, Foreign
Minister Shah Mahmood
Qureshi had announced Paki-
stan would receive 15 million
doses of a Covid-19 vaccine
under COVAX.

“Following my  meeting
with Foreign Minister @
HeikoMaas, I am happy to an-
nounce that Pakistan will re-
ceive 15 million doses of the
#COVID vaccine under CO-
VAX, with a commitment for
these to be delivered by May,”
FM Qureshi had tweeted.
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