
Red list issue to be 
taken up with UK

Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: In Pakistan’s 
bid to exit from the UK’s 
travel red list, Special As-
sistant to Prime Minister 
on Health Dr Faisal Sul-
tan will speak this week at 

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: German Foreign Miniter Heiko Maas calls on Prime Minister Imran Khan. 
Germany ambassador is also seen in the picture. – DNA

The information minister says he hopes  
for peace to prevail in Afghanistan

Chinese 
envoy meets 
army chief

Nong Rong 
appreciates 
Pakistan’s 

sincere efforts for 
bringing peace

 

DNA
RAWALPINDI:  Nong Rong, 
Chinese Ambassador to Paki-
stan called on General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa, Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS) at GHQ, today. 
During the meeting, matters 
of mutual interest, develop-
ing Afghanistan situation 
and regional security were 
discussed in detail. COAS re-
iterated the resolve to thwart 
designs of spoilers of CPEC.
Visiting dignitary appreciat-
ed Pakistan’s sincere efforts 
for bringing peace and sta-
bility in the region, especial-
ly in the light of recent de-
velopments in Afghanistan 
and reiterated that China 
will continue to support Pa-
kistan as a strategic partner.

Pak daily virus 
death toll 

jumps to 118
Zubair Ahmed

ISLAMABAD: Over 3,838 
people tested positive for 
coronavirus in the last 24 
hours in Pakistan.
This was revealed by the 
National Command and Op-
eration Centre (NCOC) on 
Tuesday. Meanwhile, anoth-
er 118 people lost their lives 
to the virus.
As many as 3,838 people 
tested positive for the vi-
rus after 52,112 COVID-19 
tests were taken, as per 
the NCOC’s data. This 
brings the positivity rate 
to 7.36%. The positivity 
rate has been over 6% for 
the last nine days. 

Air chief says 
Pakistan has 
cordial ties 

with Morocco
Mohamed 
Karmoune 

commended the 
professionalism 

of Air Force

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador 
of Morocco . Mohamed Kar-
moune called on Air Chief 
Marshal Zaheer Ahmed 
Baber Sidhu, Chief of the Air 
Staff, Pakistan Air Force in 
his office today.  During the 
meeting, both the dignitaries 
discussed matters of profes-
sional and mutual interest.
Mohamed Karmoune com-
mended the professionalism 
of PAF and acknowledged 
its rising indigenous capacity 
in aviation industry. The Air 
Chief said that Pakistan and 
Morocco had longstanding re-
ligious, cultural and historical 
bonds which were manifested 
through strong ties between 
Royal Moroccan Air Force 
and Pakistan Air Force. The 
Air Chief highlighted that 
both the countries enjoy 
cordial relations and reiter-
ated his resolve to further 
enhance the existing bilat-
eral cooperation between 
the two brotherly countries.

Highest single 
day doses 
inoculated

ISLAMABAD: The National 
Command and Operation 
Centre (NCOC) on Tuesday 
announced that the country 
administered over 1.4 mil-
lion Covid-19 vaccine doses 
a day which was the highest 
ever target achieved since 
the vaccination campaign 
onset. The nerve center 
of the country in its fight 
against deadly contagious 
disease of coronavirus took 
to microblogging website 
Twitter to announce the ma-
jor development.

Pak-Kazakhstan 
military drills end
The exercise was aimed to 

develop, strengthen and  
bolster military cooperation 
between the two countries

Staff Report

JEHLUM: Closing Ceremony of Pakistan-Kazakhstan Joint 
Military Exercise “Dostarym III” was held today at Na-
tional Counter Terrorism Center (NCTC), Pabbi. 
The exercise was aimed to develop, strengthen and bol-
ster military cooperation between the two countries in the 
face of emerging counter terrorism and counter-insurgen-
cy domains. 
Special Forces of both the countries took part in Hostage 
& Rescue, Compound clearance, Heli Rappelling and 
Close Qtr Battle (CQB) and exchanged the first-hand ex-
perience and ideas. 
The exercise focused on integrated synergy, interopera-
bility, quick decision making and swift action at tactical 
level. The exercise furthered reinforce the mutual cooper-
ation and understanding between the two states to effec-
tively counter the threats. 
Major General Ahsan Gulrez, Director General Military 
Training graced the occasion as chief guest. Military officials 
of Kazakhstan were also present.
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ISLAMABAD: Japan has ex-
tended a grant assistance of 
JPY3,445 million (approx. 
US$31.4 million) to Paki-
stan for the extension of ma-
ternal and child health care 
facilities in Sindh. Notes to 
this effect were signed and 
exchanged between MAT-
SUDA Kuninori, Ambassa-
dor of Japan to Pakistan and 
Mr. Zulfiqar Haider, Addi-
tional Secretary of the Min-
istry of Economic Affairs, in 
Islamabad on August 31st, 
2021. Subsequently, Grant 
Agreement was signed and 
exchanged between Mr. 
FURUTA Shigeki, Chief 
Representative of JICA 
Pakistan Office and Ms. 
Adeela Bokhari, Joint Sec-
retary of the Ministry of 
Economic Affairs.

New Maternal and Child 
Health Center will be estab-
lished Under this project, 
a new maternal and child 
health center will be estab-
lished at Liaquat University 
of Medical & Health Scienc-
es (LUMHS), Jamshoro, 
which is a public medical 
institution serving as the 
regional hub hospital in Hy-
derabad district.
The maternal and child 
health center will have the 
departments of obstetrics 
and pediatrics, including a 
labor room, an obstetrics 
ward, a neonatal intensive 
care unit, a maternal and 
fetal intensive care unit, a 
laboratory and outpatient 
consultation rooms. In ad-
dition, around 120 items of 
medical equipment includ-
ing newborn incubators 
and ultrasonic diagnostic 
device are to be installed.
The project is scheduled 

to be completed by August 
2024. With the opening 
of the center, access to 
maternal and child health 
services in the area will be 

substantially improved. For 
example, three years after 
completion, the maternal 
and fetal intensive care 
unit will have nearly 100 

patients and the neonatal 
intensive care unit will have 
more than 400 patients an-
nually. In addition, the an-
nual number of deliveries 
and outpatients will also 
increase significantly. As 
a result, local patients will 
not have to travel a long dis-
tance to Karachi.
Japan attaches importance 
to the health & medical 
sector in Pakistan For dec-
ades, Japan has put a pri-
ority on the health sector 
in the economic and social 
development of Pakistan, 
such as enhancement of 
maternal and child health, 
polio eradication, routine 
immunization and coun-
ter-COVID-19 measures.
In the last decade prior to 
the project in Jamshoro, 
Japan has implemented the 
following projects in Karachi 
and Islamabad in terms of 
maternal and child health:

– The Project for the Ex-
tension of Intensive Care 
at Maternal and Child 
Health Care Centre and 
Children’s Hospital in Pa-
kistan Institute of Medical 
Sciences (PIMS) (April 23, 
2019, approx.$33 million)
– The Project for the 
Improvement of Child 
Health Institute in Kara-
chi (December 21, 2012, 
approx. $13 million)
Furthermore, Japan has 
been supporting the Polio 
Eradication program in 
Pakistan since 1996. The 
grant and loan contribution 
from Japan has amounted 
to $226.37 million.
As far as COVID-19 is con-
cerned, Japan has extended 
a total of $23.5 million in 
grant to Pakistan for supple-
menting its counter-COV-
ID-19 measures as follows:

Continued on Page 06

Japan provides US $31.4 million grant to Pakistan
New Maternal and Child Health Center will be established under this project

PDM leaders 
meet again 
on Sept 08

Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: Pakistan Dem-
o c r a t i c 
M ove m e n t 
(PDM) chief 
Maulana Fa-
zlur Rehman 
has called 

another meeting of the 
anti-government alliance 
in Islamabad on Septem-
ber 8, Geo News reported 
Tuesday morning, citing 
sources. Former prime min-
ister Nawaz Sharif will also, 
according to the sources, 
attend this meeting via vid-
eo link. The alliance will 
consult on speeding up its 
anti-government movement, 
the sources said, adding 
that the long march will also 
come under discussion. 

Bilawal urges 
PDM to 

resign before 
long march

Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party 
(PPP) Chair-
man Bilawal 
Bhutto Zard-
ari on Tues-
day urged 

the opposition alliance, the 
PDM to tender resignations 
before starting the long 
march against the govern-
ment. According to a pri-
vate news channel, the PPP 
chairman addressed a press 
conference at Kashmoor 
district and said he prayed 
for the success of the PDM 
because the PPP wanted to 
end Imran Khan’s govern-
ment quickly. Bilawal said it 
would be damaging for any 
political struggle against 
the government that a long 
march being announced 
every week and then the de-
cision being taken back.

PIA flight 
to Mazar-
i-Sharif 
honour

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Minister of 

State for In-
f o r m a t i o n 
F a r r u k h 
Habib said 
on Tuesday 
World Health 

Organisation’s consignment 
was taken by special flight of 
Pakistan International Air-
lines to Mazar-e-Sharif, Afghan 
city. In a tweet, he said it was 
an honour and privilege for 
PIA to carry out its operations 
during such dire times for in-
ternational organizations. 

Briefs

Urgent steps needed 
to bring peace in 
Afghanistan: Imran

Germany to 
continue 
helping Afghans

Detailed News On Page-01 Detailed News On Page-08 Detailed News On Page-08

DG ISPR  
pays tribute  
to martyrs

Allegations 
of no calls to 

Islamabad, Kabul 
not credible’

News Desk

WASHINGTON: Brushing aside media re-
ports that he did not speak to ministers 
in Afghanistan and Pakistan in the months 
preceding Kabul’s fall to the Taliban, and 
the evacuation crisis that followed, UK 
Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab termed 
the allegations “not credible and deep-
ly irresponsible”. According to a report 
by Sunday Times, Dominic Raab had 
“shown no interest” in contacting the au-
thorities in Islamabad and Kabul in the 
six months before the evacuation crisis.

Continued on Page 06

Pak, Germany
pledge to work
hand-in-hand

Ansar M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: German Foreign Minister 
Heiko Maas called on Prime Minister Imran 
KhanGerman Foreign Minister Heiko Maas 
called on Prime Minister Imran Khan today.
Views were exchanged on the situation in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan-Germany bilater-
al relations. The Prime Minister recalled 
his conversation with Chancellor Merkel, in 
which the two leaders had fruitful exchange 
of views on the Afghanistan situation.The 
Prime Minister underscored that a peaceful 
and stable Afghanistan was vitally important 
for Pakistan and the region.
The Prime Minister stressed that at this 
pivotal moment in Afghanistan’s history, it 
was important for the international com-
munity to remain in support and solidarity 
with the Afghan people. The Prime Min-
ister underlined that urgent steps were 
needed to stabilize the security situation, 
address humanitarian needs, and ensure 

Continued on Page 06

German Foreign Minister meets PM 
Imran Khan and Chief of Army Staff 

General Qamar Javed Bajwa

Peace in Afghanistan

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Morocco Muhammad Karmoune met with 
Chief of Air Staff Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Babar Sidhu. – DNA

‘Afghanistan is a 
free country now’
Taliban in talks with Qatar, Turkey

DNA/News Desk

KABUL: In the early hours 
of Tuesday, hails of gunfire 
filled the skies above cities 
across Afghanistan as the 
Taliban celebrated the final 
withdrawal of foreign forc-
es after a 20-year US-led 
occupation of the country. 
Taliban are in talks with 

Continued on Page 06

Taliban has to   
earn legitimacy

WASHINGTON: The United States 
expects the Taliban to live up 
to their commitments now that 
US troops have pulled out of Af-
ghanistan, but any legitimacy or 
support will need to be "earned," 

Continued on Page 06

‘Shahbaz, Bilawal 
have not read PMDA’
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting, Chaudhry Fawad Hussain 
said PML-N leader Shahbaz Sharif and Chair-
man PPP, Bilawal Bhutto Zardari were opposing 
election reforms and PMDA without reading a 
word of the draft proposals.
In a tweet, he said that they even do not know what 
the suggestions were the suggestions for electoral 
reforms and Pakistan Media Development Authori-
ty (PMDA). He said the opposition in Pakistan had 
only one role and that was to oppose every action of 
the government and for the purpose it was ready to 
make an alliance with the devil.
He said it was unfortunate that those people 
wanted to lead Pakistan whose own decisions 
were even taken by others.



Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: National Accountabil-
ity Bureau’s (NAB) Executive Board 
Meeting held at NAB headquarters 
on Tuesday with Justice Javed Iqbal, 
Chairman NAB in the chair. 
The meeting was attended by Mr. 
Hussain Asghar, Deputy Chairman 
NAB, Syed Asghar Haider, Prosecu-
tor General Accountability (PGA), 
Zahir Shah Director General Oper-
ations, Irfan Naeem Mangi Director 
General NAB, Rawalpindi and other 
senior officers of the bureau attend-
ed the meeting. It is a yearlong policy 
of NAB to share the details of EBM 
with the public which does not aim to 
hurt anyone as all inquiries and inves-
tigations are initiated on the basis of 
allegations, which are not final. NAB 
decides to go ahead with case after 
assessing the merits of the cases and 
after knowing flip side of the coin.
NAB is human friendly organisation 
and it is firmly believe in respecting 
every accused.
The EBM accorded approval to con-
duct some 17 inquiries against various 
accused including public office hold-
ers in fake bank accounts scam, ten 
inquiries against legal persons and 
others, public office holders, relevant 

staff  owners/ directors of sugar mills 
in Omni group in fake bank account 
scan and others, officials/officers of 
OGDCL, Imran Saleem, Inspector 
Punjab Police, Muhammad Naeem 
Akbar, Aamir Ishaq Malik, Citi Hous-
ing Scheme, Private Limited, Captain 
Ejaz Haroon , former Managing Direc-
tor, PIA, Ali Tahir Qasim, Chief Com-
mercial Officer, PIA, 
Tariq Mehmood, CEO, messer Air 
International Pvt, limited and others, 
Akbar Nasir Khan and inquiries are 
also approved against former chief 
operating officer, Punjab, officers/of-
ficials of Safe Citi Authorities,

The EBM authorised investigations 
against management of Oil and Gas 
Development Authority (OGDCL).
The EBM authorised conducting in-
vestigation against officials, Sandak 
metals, limited, and others, owners/
directors and others of Nirala MSR 
Foods, limited Lahore, inquiry against 
Management of SECP, national test-
ing services to concerned Depart-
ment, while EBM approved referring 
inquiry against Messer Adult / HRL 
JV and others to Civil Aviation Author-
ity for further proceedings.
NAB Chairman Honourable Justice 
Javed Iqbal said that all available re-

sources are being utilised to take 
mega corruption cases to logical 
conclusion. Top most priority of bu-
reau is to conclude to punish accused 
involved in different scams including 
sugar, flour, money laundering, fake 
accounts, abuse of Authority, assets 
beyond means, illegal housing socie-
ties, modarba scam.
For more than three years, the NAB 
has brought to justice those who could 
not have been held accountable.
The NAB has recovered Rs. 535 bil-
lion directly and indirectly from cor-
rupt elements in the last three years, 
which is a record achievement.
The NAB chairman said that NAB 
values the services of the business 
community for the development of 
the country.
NAB chairman met the business com-
munity leaders at NAB headquarters 
besides Karachi, Lahore and Islam-
abad and not only took immediate 
steps to resolve their issues but also 
referred the cases of income tax, sales 
tax and under winning to the FBR.  
Instead, a special desk headed by a 
director was set up at the NAB head-
quarters in Islamabad to address the 
problems of the business community, 
for which the leaders of the business 
community thanked the Chairman 
NAB, Justice Javed Iqbal.

NAB EBM held at NAB headquarters
The NAB chairman said that NAB values the services of the business 

community for the development of the country
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Siwalik 
Hills as 

‘Fossil Park’ 
requested

PESHAWAR: Prominent zo-
ologist, Muhammad Sarwar 
has made a request for de-
claring two localities of Si-
walik Hills as `Fossil Park’ 
for highlighting historical 
importance of the region at 
international level besides 
facilitating students and re-
searchers in completion of 
their tasks. 
Siwalik Hills straddle be-
tween Jehlum and Chakwal 
districts and were famous 
world over for presence of 
centuries old remains of an-
imals and plants, he added.
Talking to APP here on 
Tuesday, Muhammad Sar-
war who was doing Phd on 
Wolf said that Tatroot and 
Hasinoot localities of Je-
hlum and Chakwal districts 
be declared as Fossil Park 
because of the rich histori-
cal background of the areas. 
He also demanded con-
struction of a library and a 
research center within the 
premises of Fossil Park for 
display of ancient remains 
of animals and plants discov-
ered in the region. 
These fossils were found in 
all the four provinces of Pa-
kistan, but there presence 
in this region of Siwalik Hills 
was in abundance. – APP

Media-men 
visits technical 

training 
centres

DNA

QUETTA: Technical and 
Vocational Education and 
Training (TVET) Sector 
Support Programme has 
arranged a comprehensive 
media tour of the Technical 
Training Centres operating 
in the Balochistan region on 
Tuesday. 
These Technical Training 
Centres have a vital role in 
providing industry-driven 
technical education and vo-
cational training to the youth. 
The programme is being im-
plemented by GIZ Pakistan 
and NAVTTC, which is be-
ing funded by the European 
Union and the governments 
of the Federal Republic of 
Germany and Norway.
These views were expressed 
by WTTC and BTTC’s prin-
cipal during briefing to me-
dia at both the centers. 
A group of senior journalists 
from leading media outlets 
was invited to tour the facil-
ities and to get a first-hand 
experience of the learning 
environment of a Techni-
cal Training Centre that 
uses the Workplace-Based 
Training (WBT) approach 
to develop skilled human 
resource in-line with mar-
ket demands and increas-
ing graduates’ chances of 
getting more employment 
opportunities. 
When the media delegates 
arrived at the institute, 
the Principal of the Wom-
en’s Technical Training 
Centre (WTTC) Shabana 
Naaz gave a briefing ses-
sion to provide a detailed 
overview of the institute’s 
working progress and in-
house training facilities 
provided by TVET Sector 
Support Programme.  

Nehr-e-
Khayyam gets 
attention by 

KMC

DNA

KARACHI: Administrator 
Karachi, Sindh Govern-
ment Spokesman and CM 
Advisor on Law Barrister 
Murtaza Wahab on Tuesday 
said that Nehr-e-Khayyam 
Clifton is being paid full 
attention by Karachi Met-
ropolitan Corporation.
The entire area around 
Nehr-e-Khayyam will be 
beautified, he said while 
visiting the canal. Karachi 
Water and Sewerage Board 
Managing Director Asa-
dullah Khan, Civil Society 
representative Yawar Ab-
bas and others were also 
present on the occasion.
The Administrator Karachi 
inspected the canal in de-
tail and directed to solve 
the sewerage problems of 
the canal. 
He said that the canal 
will be made more beau-
tiful. Barrister Murtaza 
Wahab directed that the 
instructions issued for the 
improvement of Nehr-e-
Khayyam should be fully 
implemented and all the 
works must be completed 
within the stipulated time. 

Opposition rallies will increase 
coronavirus cases: Sarwar

On Afghanistan war, Governor Punjab says Pakistan had paid the 
largest price in the form of 70000 human lives in the Afghan war, adding 

that it was the worst cost of the war by any country
Abid Raza

LAHORE: Punjab Governor 
Chaudhry Mohammad Sar-
war said on Tuesday that 
protest rallies by the Paki-
stan Democratic Movement 
(PDM) would only add to 
coronavirus surge in the 
country instead of destabiliz-
ing the government.
Responding to the media 
men during a press confer-
ence regarding Punjab Aab-
e-Pak Authority (PAPA) at 
the Governor’s House, he 
said the opposition would 
not achieve anything from 
its anti-government mantra, 
adding that it should sit with 
the government to promote 
national cause.
To a question, the Governor 
Punjab Sarwar said, “Let 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf 
(PTI) government complete 
constitutional tenure of five 
years and do away with the 
tradition of devising ways to 

send the incumbent govern-
ment packing the very next 
day it comes into power”.
To a query, he said political 
parties already exist in the 
country, adding that there 
was need to end dictator-
ship and introduce democ-
racy within the framework 
of these political parties in 
the country.
“There is also the need of 
fixing terms for a Prime Min-
ister in the country, refer-
ring that a President could 
only rule for two terms in 
the United States (US)”, he 
responded. On Afghanistan 
war, he said Pakistan had 
paid the largest price in the 
form of 70000 human lives 
in the Afghan war, adding 
that it was the worst cost of 
the war by any country.
He said the US public and 
the government had admit-
ted the mistake of Afghani-
stan adventure, adding that 
nothing had been achieved 
from the Afghanistan war.

‘Afghan land should not be 
used for terrorism in Pa-
kistan,’ Sarwar demanded 
from the Afghan government 
in response to a query. On 
free and fair elections, the 
Governor Punjab said the 
opposition should hold par-
leys with the government on 
the ways to ensure transpar-

ent elections in the country, 
adding that party leaders 
should sit for a dialogue af-
ter a framework was devised 
on free and fair elections.
“PTI has the culture of de-
bate within the party while 
the other political parties 
of the country lack this cul-
ture”, he responded, adding 

that there are scores of Im-
ran Khan in PTI but they 
need little grooming.
Earlier, talking about the 
meeting with NGOs collab-
orating with the PAPA, he 
said that provision of clean 
drinking water to the masses 
was his vision and passion, 
adding that Punjab Aab-e-
Pak Authority had been 
working to ensure that peo-
ple had access to the clean 
drinking water.
Governor Punjab Chaudhry 
Mohammad Sarwar said 80 
percent patients were victim 
of water-related diseases in 
Punjab, adding that clean 
drinking water would help 
overcome the water borne 
diseases. He said that en-
gineers, NGOs, bureaucra-
cy were on the same page 
regarding the working of 
the PAPA, adding that 1500 
water filtration plants were 
under process while people 
were calling to donate to 
PAPA for installation of wa-

ter filtration plants in the far-
flung areas of the province.
He said multiple NGOs 
including the Al-Khidmat 
Islamic Aid, Water Aid, 
Akhuwat, Agahi, Abdul Al-
weem Khan Foundation, 
Sahara, Sarwar Foundation 
and others were working in 
close collaboration with the 
PAPA. He said UNICEF was 
also our partner and had 
donated 50,000 dollars to 
PAPA for provision of clean 
drinking water. 
Sarwar said transparency 
and accountability were hall-
mark of the organization, 
adding that the previous gov-
ernment of Shehbaz Sharif 
installed a water filtration 
plant in Rs 15 to 20 million 
while the PTI government 
was installing a filtration 
plant in mere Rs 3 million.
He asked the media to play 
its positive role and help 
PAPA ensure hundred per-
cent transparency in the or-
ganization.

21 held with 
contraband

Bureau Report

FAISALABAD: Police 
claimed on Tuesday to have 
arrested 21 criminals and 
recovered narcotics and 
illegal weapons from their 
possession. 
The police teams conducted 
raids in different areas and 
arrested a proclaimed of-
fender and nine drug push-
ers after recovering 1.8 kg 
hashish and 530 liters liquor 
from them. 
In another raid, police ar-
rested seven gamblers with 
Rs 9,760 stake money. In a 
crackdown against illegal 
weapons, police arrested 
four people and recovered 
four pistols and a large num-
ber of bullets from them. 
Further investigation was 
underway.

Sindh govt for 
mandatory 

vaccination of 
students

DNA
KARACHI: School Educa-
tion and Literacy Depart-
ment (SELD), Government 
of Sindh has declared COV-
ID-19 vaccination mandato-
ry for students of IX to XII.
The notification said this 
which was issued here on 
Tuesday. The SELD has di-
rected its regional directors 
to extend full cooperation to 
the District Health Officers 
(DHOs) regarding the vac-
cination of students from 
grade IX to XII, it stated. 
Officials were also directed 
to provide space and neces-
sary facilities to the team of 
health department.

SAU donates 
saplings 
to Edhi 

Foundation

DNA

HYDERABAD: Sindh Agri-
culture University (SAU) 
Tando jam Tuesday donated 
over 150 saplings to Edhi 
Foundation for tree planting 
campaign at Edhi Home at 
M-9 near Hyderabad.
According to university 
spokesman, the Vice Chan-
cellor Dr. Fateh Marri 
handed over 150 saplings 
to Mairaj Ahmed, the In-
charge Edhi Foundation 
Hyderabad office. Address-
ing the ceremony, Dr. 
Fateh Marri said that the 
University was in technical 
liaison with various institu-
tions in the capital of Sindh 
for tree planting and urban 
forest to curb the growing 
pollution in Karachi.
He said that SAU manage-
ment wanted joint research 
to plant mango and other 
fruit trees in the city. 
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INVITATION TO BID FOR  
SUPPLY OF POL PRODUCT 

 

Bids are invited from reputed international suppliers for supply of Jet A-1 as mentioned below: 
 

S. No Product Period Mode 

01 JET A-1 22nd -31st October 2021 CFR 

 

 DATE TIME AND VENUE 
TENDER DOCUMENTS COLLECTION (THROUGH 
SAP ARIBA) DATE & TIME  

Up to 30th 
September 2021 09:30 AM TO 04:30 PM 

BID SUBMISSION (THROUGH SAP ARIBA) END 
DATE & TIME 01st October 2021 TILL 10.00 AM 

BID OPENING (THROUGH SAP ARIBA) DATE & TIME 01st October 2021 10:30 AM ONWARDS 

 
Tender Fee: Any supplier interested in participating in any of the tender(s) may send its request for 
tender documents in the following manner: 

1. Scanned copy of the duly signed and stamped request on official letterhead of the bidder shall be 
uploaded on SAP Ariba Portal. In the subject request letter, please mention “Tender Documents 
Collection Request – Tender No. ________” [Please mention the relevant Delivery Period and Product]. 

2. Request shall be accompanied by scanned copy of the following: 
Evidence of deposit of Rs. 2,000/- as Tender Fee (separate for each product and period) in the 
following bank account: 
Title of Account - PAKISTAN STATE OIL COMPANY LIMITED 
IBAN: PK30 HABB 0007 8640 3245 3217 
Account No. 0786-40-3245-3217 Branch code 0786 
HBL Plaza Branch, I.I. Chundrigar Road, Karachi. 

 

Bid documents will be available and should be submitted through SAP Ariba Portal only 
 
Tender advertisement is also available at PSO website: www.psopk.com and PPRA website: www.ppra.org.pk.  

 
Please note that interested vendors not having Ariba Network ID are requested to register themselves on SAP Ariba Portal by 
clicking on the link below to access and participate in upcoming PSO tenders.  
 

https://psopk.com/en/about-us/business-partners/sap-ariba 
 
The bidders are urged to visit PSO & PPRA websites regularly for any further changes that may be updated by the 
Company, from time to time, keeping in view the ongoing situation caused by the Corona virus (COVID-19). 
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PAKISTAN STATE OIL COMPANY LIMITED 
2ND FLOOR, PSO HOUSE, KHAYABAN-E-IQBAL, CLIFTON, KARACHI TEL: 111-111-PSO 

(776), Ext: 2281, 2291 
Website: www.psopk.com/procurement 

FAISALABAD: Vice Chancellor University of Agriculture Prof Dr. Iqrar Ahmad Khan leading an awareness walk organized 
by Institute of Home Sciences to mark World Breastfeeding Week. – APP

Close liaison urged between 
industries and academia

Ishfaq Mughal

FAISALABAD:  Innovation 
and value addition is pre-
requisite for the sustained 
growth of the textile sector 
at the global level and in 
this connection close liai-
son between industrialists, 
academia and researchers 
must be promoted through 
concerted efforts.
Addressing an E-Confer-
ence on “Nascent Drifts in 
Industry-2021 (NDI-2021), 
Governor Punjab Chaud-
hary Muhammad Sarwar 
said that growth is a con-
tinuous process and it must 
inculcate latest technolo-
gies and emerging trends 
to meet the fast changing 

global needs. He said that 
textile is the mainstay of 
Pakistan economy and the 
Government was doling out 
best facilities to this foreign 
exchange-earning and job 
intensive sector. Governor 
Punjab particularly appreci-
ated the efforts of Dr. Hafsa 
Jamshid and Dr. Allah Dad 
to bring all stakeholders 
on one platform and hoped 
that their efforts would not 
only bring positive improve-
ments around the world in 
this specific sector but also 
help Pakistan to double its 
textile exports.
Dr. Abdullah Rasheed, Edu-
cation Minister of Maldives 
said that Pakistani export-
ers should understand the 
fast changing global trends 

in the textile sector and 
accordingly produce their 
exportable surplus in abun-
dance to remain an active 
player of the global textile 
chain. He said that Pakistan 
must develop new technol-
ogies in collaboration with 
the international communi-
ty to improve its quality and 
enhance its production with 
limited resources.
Mr. Kanwar Usman Direc-
tor General Textile Wing 
Ministry of Commerce 
said that value addition is 
the only solution to ensure 
speedy growth of the textile 
sector and in this connec-
tion, the Government is 
focusing on extending the 
best possible facilities.
Dr. Hafsa Jamshid said that 

the garment and fashion 
garment sector has poten-
tial to revolutionize the 
textile sector and our focus 
should be on this sector. 
She said that the breakout 
of Covid-19 has made direct 
links difficult between glob-
al textile players, however 
virtual conferences may be 
an effective and efficient al-
ternative to physical exhibi-
tions and meetings.
This E-Conference was 
jointly organized by Tex-
tile Institute UK (Lahore 
Section), GARA Global Ma-
laysia and CCN University 
Bangladesh while research-
ers from USA, Turkey, Chi-
na, Malaysia, Bangladesh, 
UK, Czech Republic, Zam-
bia participated in it. 

This E-Conference was organized by Textile Institute UK, GARA 
Global Malaysia and CCN Varsity while researchers from USA, 

Turkey, China, Malaysia, Czech Republic, Zambia participated in it

FESCO 
starts 

crackdown 
against 

power theft

Bureau Report

FAISALABAD: On special 
directives of Ministry of 
Energy (Power Division) 
and Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) Faisalabad Electric 
Supply Company (FESCO) 
Engr. Bashir Ahmed FES-
CO has initiated a massive 
crackdown against power 
theft in all five operation 
circles of FESCO including 
First, Second, Sargodha, 
Jhang and Mianwali. Dur-
ing this special campaign 
482 power pilferers red 
handed while stealing elec-
tricity and imposed over 
61 million penalty and 
registered FIR against 159 
power pilferers during the 
month of August 2021.
According to details, spe-
cial Divisional Task Forces 
and M&T team are check-
ing the electricity meters 
of domestic, agriculture, 
commercial and industrial 
consumers round the clock 
to trace out the power theft.
In this connection, special 
teams of FESCO region 
totally checked 135684 
electricity connections and 
found 482 consumers in-
volved in power pilferage. 
403 consumers were steal-
ing electricity direct from 
PVC cable, 38 through tam-
pering of meter.

GB 
development 
top priority

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Finance and Reve-
nue, Shaukat Tarin said on 
Tuesday that development 
of the Gilgit-Baltistan was 
the top priority of the pres-
ent government. 
During a meeting with the 
Chief Minister Gilgit-Balti-
stan, Khalid Khursheed here, 
the minister said all possi-
ble steps would be taken to 
ensure timely provision of 
funds for progress and de-
velopment of Gilgit-Baltistan 
through mega projects.
On the occasion, the Chief 
Minister apprised the fi-
nance minister about the 
strategic importance of 
Gilgit-Baltistan and stressed 
the need for socio-economic 
and territorial development 
of the area, according to 
statement issued by the fi-
nance ministry. 
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ICCI founder group announces 
candidates for annual election

COMSTECH, LRBT to open eye camps in Africa
LRBT will select a team of highly qualified and experienced eye surgeons to 

conduct the eye camps, whereas COMSTECH will help in coordination between LRBT 
and local Health authorities of Gambia and Niger

Zubair Ahmad

ISLAMABAD: OIC Ministerial 
Standing Committee on Scien-
tific and Technological Cooper-
ation (COMSTECH) and Layton 
Rahmatulla Benevolent Trust 
(LRBT) entered into an agree-
ment to carry out wide-spread 
outreach programs for the 
prevention of blindness in the 
African region of OIC member 
states.
Both organizations agreed to 
organize eye camps to conduct 
about 200 surgeries in Banjul, 
Gambia and 400 surgeries in 
Niamey, Niger.
LRBT will select a team of high-
ly qualified and experienced eye 
surgeons to conduct the eye 

camps, whereas COMSTECH 
will help in coordination be-
tween LRBT and local Health 
authorities of Gambia and Niger, 
and would reimburse the cost 
of medicines and consumables 
along with their transportation 
to Banjul, Gambia. Visa arrange-
ments, visa fees, vaccination 
and the cost of lab tests and to-
ken of appreciation to the team 
members will also be provided 
by COMSTECH.
Islamic Development Bank, un-
der its Alliance to fight avoidable 
blindness program, will support 
air travel along with medicines 
and consumables for eye camps 
in Niamey, Niger. The local trav-
el and hospitality for the entire 
visiting team will be the respon-
sibility of local hosts.

COMSTECH was established by 
the Third Islamic Summit of OIC 

held at Makkah, Saudi Arabia in 
January 1981. The core mandate 

of COMSTECH is to strength-
en cooperation among OIC 
member states in science and 
technology, and enhance their 
capabilities through training in 
emerging areas, undertake fol-
low-up-actions and implemen-
tation of the resolutions of the 
OIC, and to draw up programs 
and submit proposals designed 
to increase the capability of the 
Muslim countries in science and 
technology.
LRBT is an organization com-
mitted to prevent the suffering 
caused by blindness and other 
eye ailment in Pakistan.
Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary, Co-
ordinator General, COMSTECH 
and Mr. Najmus Saquib Hameed, 
Chairman, LRBT signed this 
agreement in Karachi.

Hafiz Tahir 
Ashrafi calls 

on IIUI 
President

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister’s Special Assistant on 
religious harmony, Hafiz 
Tahir Mehmood Ashrafi 
Tuesday called on Dr. 
Hathal Hmoud Aotaibi, 
President, International 
Islamic University (IIU).
During the meeting, issues 
pertaining to mutual inter-
ests were discussed.
Hafiz Ashrafi hailed the 
services of IIU and also 
thanked KSA for endow-
ment of a grand mosque at 
the university.
Appreciating the hard 
work of the President IIU, 
he hoped that the univer-
sity would progress with 
double pace in his leader-
ship. 
He said Pakistan believed 
that the solution to the 
problems of Muslim Um-
mah lied in solidarity of 
entire Muslim world and 
universities of Muslim 
countries could play pivot-
al role in that regard.
The IIUI president ap-
prised him of the universi-
ty’s vision, newly approved 
strategic plan and goal of 
academic excellence. 
He said Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia were the countries 
had longstanding fraternal 
ties and IIUI was a true ex-
ample in that regard.

ITP launches 
safety first 
campaign

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Traffic Police (ITP) has 
launched Safety First Cam-
paign; in order to ensure 
safe road environment and 
traffic discipline in the city.
The campaign has been 
formally launched following 
directions of the Inspector 
General of Police (IGP) Is-
lamabad Qazi Jamil Ur Re-
hman.
SSP Traffic Syed Karar Hus-
sain has said that strict ac-
tion would be taken during 
campaign against those in-
volved in lane violation, not 
fastening seat belt, using 
mobile phone during driv-
ing and not wearing helmets 
during bike ride.
Senior Superintendent of 
Police (Traffic) Syed Karar 
Hussain said he would him-
self monitor this campaign. 
He said that the purpose 
of this campaign is to en-
sure better traffic discipline 
through cooperation of 
citizens and create traffic 
sense among them.
ITP is striving hard for safe-
ty of its citizens and to over-
come the traffic accidents 
by ensuring safe road envi-
ronment in the city.

NEPRA 
holds session 
with power 
generation 
companies

ISLAMABAD: In continua-
tion to NEPRA’s vision of 
zero tolerance on power 
industry safety accidents, 
an interactive session of 
National Electric Power 
Regulatory Authority (NE-
PRA) Authority with the 
Chief Executive Officers 
(CEOs) and Managing Di-
rectors (MDs) of power 
sector licensees (Gener-
ation, Transmission and 
Distribution Companies) 
was held here Tuesday. 
The session was presided 
over by Chairman NEPRA, 
Mr. Tauseef H. Farooqi 
along-with Members of 
the Authority, Mr. Reh-
matullah Baloch and Engr. 
Maqsood Anwar Khan, 
said a press release.
A comprehensive discus-
sion was held for the im-
plementation of overall 
safety of the power sector 
to achieve zero accidents 
by adopting the most 
effective and proactive 
Health, Safety and Envi-
ronment (HSE) practices 
in Pakistan. 
The NEPRA Authority also 
directed the licensees to 
establish Safety/HSE Direc-
torate in their respective or-
ganizations, arrange effec-
tive training programs for 
their field staff, digitalize 
the safety systems, and en-
sure effective supervision 
at job sites so that all the 
employees and consumers 
stay safe. – APP

Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: M. Akram 
Farid, Chairman Founder 
Group Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry, 
said that the Group will 
traditionally clean sweep 
the Chamber’s forthcoming 
elections with land sliding 
margin. Continuous and 
consecutive victory of the 
group for over two decades 
speaks of quality of services 
rendered to business com-
munity, Mr. Farid said. He 
was addressing during the 
inaugural ceremony of the 
Election Offices for 2021-22 
elections in Blue Area and 
I-9 Sector of Islamabad. The 
meeting was attended by a 
large number of members 
and candidates for Associ-
ate and Corporate Member-
ship. 
M. Akram Farid said that 
Islamabad Chamber has 
built spacious Building, Ex-
hibition Hall, infrastructure 
facilities and a state of the 
art Auditorium. The Islama-
bad Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry has become a 
business hub for the region 
as well as for the country 
as a whole, he added. The 
Chairman apprised that the 
Chamber has established 
separate facilitation desks 
for ICT administration, 
FBR, Police, Pakistan Cus-
toms and FTO to help out 

its members in resolving 
their issues with these de-
partments. Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA) has 
allowed the manufacturing 
sector four additional trades 
including Information Tech-
nology. Moreover the floor 

area of industrial plots was 
increased, that will enhance 
business activity, he added.
The Chairman Founder 
Group said that the Group 
has always come up with 
enterprising, energetic and 
competent candidates. It is 

our endeavor to nominate 
young entrepreneurs for 
leading the business com-
munity in accordance with 
contemporary business 
community needs. Mian 
Akram Farid called for the 
members to vote for the 

candidates of the Founder 
Group in the best business 
community interest.
This graceful gathering was 
attended by former presi-
dents Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry 
Khalid Javed, Tariq Sadiq, 

Khalid Iqbal Malik, Mian 
Shaukat Masud and Abdul 
Rauf Alam. It was also at-
tended by Vice President 
the Federation of Pakistan 
Chambers of Commerce & 
Industry Nasir M. Qureshi, 
Chaudhry Waheed-ud-Din, 
Co-Chairman Founder 
Group Election Campaign 
Ejaz Abbasi, Co-chairman 
Sheikh Amir Waheed.
The Founder Group an-
nounced its candidates for 
the forthcoming elections 
for the year 2021-22. Hama-
yun Kabir, Chaudhry Javed 
Iqbal, Sheikh Muhammad 
Ejaz, Fahad Farid, Shahbaz 
Majeed Sheikh, Amir Hus-
sain, Muhammad Umer Riaz 
and Muhammad Azhar-ul-
Islam Zafar were nominated 
for CM Class. While Akhtar 
Hussain, Muhammad Shab-
bir, Chaudhry Muhammad 
Ali, Muhammad Fahim Khan, 
Jamshed Akhtar Sheikh, 
Khalid Mehmood, Raja Mu-
hammad Imtiaz and Fasihul-
lah Khan were nominated for 
the AM Class as well.
Co-Chairman Founder Group 
Election Compaign Ejaz 
Abbas and Amir Waheed 
Sheikh, in their concluding 
remarks, said that the group 
has resolved many issues 
with CDA and other Gov-
ernment Departments and 
showed his commitment to 
leave no stone unturned for 
serving the business commu-
nity at large.

ICCI founder group will resolve business community’s problem on top priority: Akram Farid
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SERVICES

Namaz Timings

Emergency

Hotels & 
Restaurants

Airlines

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Islamabad 
Metropolitan

Wasa Water Tank

Fajr....................... 04:14 am
Zohr..................... 12:08 pm
Asr....................... 04:44 pm
Maghrib................06:35 pm
Isha...................... 08:01 pm

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad...............9222596
Rawalpindi.........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info.................114
PIA Cargo...............9280979
Railway Inquiry...............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA........................9281092

CMH.......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

CDA...................9221334-43
CDA...................9208301-04
Met Office...........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA.......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town.............5773343

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125

Water Tanker Service
E-7, F-10 & F-11......9204654
G-5, G-6, G-7, G-8....9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12, 
H-8.........................9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Complaints

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott..........051- 2826121
Monal.............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines......8494949

ISLAMABAD: Chief Minister Gilgit-Baltistan Muhammad Khalid Khurshid Khan in a meeting with 
Federal Minister for Religious Affairs Noorul Haq Qadri. – APP

Police have taken measures 
to maintain law and order

Shujaat Hamza
 
ISLAMABAD: SSP (Opera-
tions) Dr. Syed Mustafa Tan-
veer has said that Islamabad 
police have taken measures 
to maintain law and order 
besides controlling crime in 
the city.
He was addressing a press 
conference at Rescue-15 
here on Tuesday. He said 
the police, during the past 
two weeks, arrested 28 
criminals associated with 12 
gangs and recovered looted 
valuables worth over 25 mil-
lion from them.
He said these criminals were 
involved in house burglary, 
snatching, extortion, and ve-
hicle snatching. He said the 
police arrested 227 accused 
in July and August and also 
recovered 11 Kalashnikovs, 
7 guns, 196 pistols, 8 dag-
gers and 1799 rounds from 

their possession.
He told the media that a 
woman was shot dead by 
unknown assailants on the 
evening of August 25 in 
Tarnol area. He said it was 
a blind murder however, the 
police traced the culprits 
while investigating the case 
on modern technical lines.
He said the police raided for 
the arrest of the accused but 
he opened fire on the police 
team and fled from the scene. 
Later, he said, the accused 
was arrested from sector 
C-17. He said the accused 
has been identified as Usman 
Khan Son of Habib Ghulam 
Khan, a resident of Bannu.
Raids are being carried out 
to arrest the co-accused who 
will be arrested soon, said 
the SSP further. He said the 
accused has also confessed 
to having committed 5 rob-
beries and is being interro-
gated.

Similarly, the SSP said, 
Sabzi Mandi police have ar-
rested a four-member gang 
of robbers. The accused 
include Habibullah alias 
Kachkul son of Ghani Khan, 
Nangiala alias Garu son of 
Qadeem Khan, Abdullah 
Khan Son of Bulbul, Noor 
Agha son of Farooq.
The accused committed 
crime at the IJP Road, 
Kashmir Highway and Sabzi 
Mandi areas, according to 
the SSP. He said during the 
interrogation, the accused 
have confessed to having 
committed more than 10 in-
cidents of robbery.
The police have also recov-
ered 10 motorcycles, 3 mo-
bile phones, 4 pistols from 
the possession of the ac-
cused. He further said that 
the police have also arrested 
a criminal Waqas Hussain, a 
resident of Hashtnagri La-
hore Gate Darakhshan Pla-

za, Peshawar and the police 
was conducting raids for the 
arrest of his accomplices.
He said the accused along 
with his accomplices had 
stolen a Grandi Corolla from 
Sector I-8 Islamabad. The po-
lice acted on the information 
and chased the accused. The 
stolen vehicle was recovered 
later, the SSP said.
He said the accused used 
to come to Islamabad from 
Peshawar in a vehicle daily 
and stole up-model vehicles. 
The accused has so far con-
fessed his involvement in 7 
incidents and further inves-
tigation is underway.
He said Ramna police arrest-
ed a gang of robbers consist-
ing of five persons who had 
gathered for the purpose 
of robbery. The accused in-
clude Arbaaz Iftikhar alias 
Bachi, Kamran Nazir Sabir, 
Mohammad Shakeel, Has-
san Ali and Danish.

ICT Police hold 4th 
digital kutchery

Shaheen Hanif

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Police on Tuesday held 
fourth `digital kutchery’ 
in the city with an aim to 
resolve public complaints 
and address their issues by 
ensuring justice to them at 
their door step as per vision 
of Prime Minister Imran 
Khan.
IGP Islamabad Qazi Jamil 
ur Rehman listened to the 
problems of citizens in 
this `digital kutchery’ and 
assured to resolve public 
problems on merit. Senior 
police officials of Islamabad 
including AIG (Operations), 
SSP (Operations), SSP  (In-
vestigation), SSP (Traffic), 
citizens from various cities 
connected with Islamabad 
participated in this digital 
kutchery.
IGP Islamabad Qazi Jamil ur 
Rehman said that Islamabad 
police have the responsibil-

ity to serve the people and 
this responsibility will be 
ensured with commitment. 
He said that these open ku-
tcheries are being arranged 
to ensure justice and re-
solve public complaints on 
merit. 
More than 50,000 people 
online participated in this 
program while several citi-
zens gave their opinions for 
improving policing affairs 
including traffic, investiga-
tion, registration of cases 
and end land occupation 
and drug peddling activities.
The participants of this 
`digital-kutchery’ appreci-
ated the role of Islamabad 
police in creating aware-
ness among citizens against 
COVID-19 besides maintain-
ing law and order.
The IGP said that effec-
tive action was underway 
against criminal elements 
and entire force was com-
mitted to curb activities of 
anti-social elements.

Senate body 
passes narcotics 

bill 2020
DNA

 
ISLAMABAD: Senate 
Standing Committee on 
Narcotics Control on Tues-
day unanimously passed 
“The Control of Narcot-
ics Substances (Second 
Amendment) Bill 2020”.
The committee met here 
at Parliament House under 
the chairmanship of Sena-
tor Ejaz Ahmad Chaudhary.
Committee considered the 
bill titled “The Control of 
Narcotics Substances (Sec-

ond Amendment) Bill 2020” 
as passed by National As-
sembly and referred to the 
Senate Standing Committee 
on Narcotics Control by the 
House in its sitting held on 
13th July, 2021 for considera-
tion and report. The commit-
tee members were briefed by 
Secretary Ministry of Nar-
cotics Control regarding the 
proposed amendment. The 
bill was passed unanimously 
after due deliberations.
The chairman congratulat-
ed the committee members 
for reaching consensus. 
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Briefs

IHC adjourns 
Gilani’s case

 
ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad 
High Court (IHC) on Tuesday 
adjourned hearing till Sep-
tember 28, on an intra court 
appeal of Senator Syed Yousaf 
Raza Gilani challenging re-
jection of his seven votes in 
chairman senate elections.
The counsel for presiding of-
ficer for elections, Barrister 
Muhammad Ali Saif did not 
appear before the court and 
his associate lawyer request-
ed the bench to adjourn the 
case till next hearing. He said 
that the senior counsel could 
not attend this day proceed-
ing due to sickness.
However, Chairman Senate 
Sadiq Sanjrani’s lawyer Bar-
rister Ali Zafar, Gilani’s coun-
sel Farook H. Naek appeared 
before the court. 
A division bench comprising 
Justice Aamer Farooq and Jus-
tice Tariq Mehmood Jahangiri 
heard the ICA filed by Syed 
Yousaf Raza Gilani. 
A single member bench had 
already dismissed the peti-
tion of former prime minister 
Yousaf Raza Gilani and de-
clared it as non maintainable. 
The court stated that it had 
no powers to interfere into 
the proceeding of Parliamen-
tary affairs. – APP
 

PSX 
continues 

with bullish 
trend

 
ISLAMABAD: The KSE 
100-index of the Pakistan 
Stock Exchange (PSX) con-
tinued with bullish trend 
on Tuesday,  gaining 54.04 
points, with a positive change 
of 0.11 per cent, closing at 
47,419.74 points against 
47,365.70 points on the last 
working day. 
A total of 378,832,096 shares 
were traded during the day 
compared to the trade  of 
382,645,112 shares the previ-
ous day whereas the price of 
shares stood at Rs14.023 bil-
lion against Rs12.331 billion 
the previous day. As many as 
524 companies’ transacted 
shares in the stock market, 
248 of them recorded gain 
and 244 sustained losses 
whereas the share price of 
32 companies remained un-
changed. 
The three top trading compa-
nies were Telecard Limited 
with a volume of 41,617,500 
shares and price per share of 
Rs18.80, Ghani Glo HOl with 
a volume of 32,742,500 and 
price per share of Rs40.05 
and Bycp Petroleum with vol-
ume of 21,733,500 and price 
per share of Rs10.03. 
Unilever Foods witnessed 
maximum increase of Rs849 
per share, closing at  Rs 
18849. Rafhan Maize was 
runner up, share prices of 
which increased by Rs249, 
closing at Rs10499. Phil-
ip Morris Pak recorded a 
maximum decrease of Rs 
72.39 per share, closing at 
Rs912.51 followed by Bless-
ed Tex, the prices of which 
declined by Rs32 per share, 
closing at Rs418. – APP

Conversations held on 
Uzbek role in Afghanistan
There are some signs of resistance in the Panjsheer areas, by and far all political 

Afghan factions appear to be willing to work with the Taliban in an inclusive framework
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Centre for Afghanistan, 
Middle East & Africa (CAMEA) at the In-
stitute of Strategic Studies Islamabad (ISSI) 
had a Panel Discussion on ‘Conversations 
on the Afghan Peace Process: Uzbekistan’s 
Role in Afghanistan’ which is the fourth in 
a series of conversations CAMEA will be 
having on Afghanistan – under its Conver-
sations on the Afghan Peace Process series.
The distinguished speakers included: Mr. 
Ibraheem Bahiss, Consultant with Crisis 
Group’s Asia Program, Dr. Baktyor Musta-
faev, Deputy Director of the International 
Institute of Central Asia Tashkent, Uzbek-
istan, Dr. Akram Umarov, Senior Research 
Fellow - The University of World Economy 
and Diplomacy, Tashkent, Dr. Vladimir 
Paramonov, Director / Founder, Central 
Eurasian Analytical Group, Tashkent, Uz-
bekistan, Ambassador Masood Khalid, 
Former Pakistan Counselor to Uzbekistan 
from 1995-98. Ambassador Aizaz Ahmad 
Chaudhry, Director General ISSI, and Am-
bassador Khalid Mahmood, Chairman BOG, 
ISSI, also took part in the discussion.
During her opening remarks, Ms. Amina 
Khan, Director CAMEA said since the Tal-
iban takeover, with the exception of terror-
ist attacks by the ISKP, followed by the US 
drone strikes against the group, the transi-
tion process has been relatively smooth.
So far, the Taliban have presented a mod-

erate face, where they have allowed the 
re-opening of schools and return of women 
to work - moreover, there have been talks of 
forming an inclusive government.
While there are some signs of resistance in 
the Panjsheer areas, by and far all political 
Afghan factions appear to be willing to work 
with the Taliban in an inclusive framework. 
However, with the US withdrawal, the real 
test for Taliban has only just begun.
It is imperative for the Taliban to engage 
with Afghan stakeholders and form a gov-
ernment that is inclusive and representa-
tive of all Afghans. Bewildered by instability 
in Afghanistan, regional actors have come 
to the forefront to play a more prominent 
role, and one such country is Uzbekistan, 
which has played an important role in the 
Afghan  peace process, by engaging with all 
sides as well as hosting initiatives to help 

achieve a negotiated settlement. Moreover, 
Tashkent and Islamabad have a close and 
coordinated approach towards Afghanistan.
Ambassador Aizaz said that regional coun-
tries can play a key role in Afghanistan and 
Uzbekistan is one such country. He raised 
four important questions pertaining to the 
Taliban;  will the Taliban be able to estab-
lish stability in Afghanistan?, will the world 
recognize the Taliban regime in Afghani-
stan,  how will the Taliban run the country 
and lastly, what will be the role of regional 
countries. While talking about Uzbekistan,  
he said that under the dynamic leadership 
of President Shavkat Mirziyoyev a new era 
of economic prosperity has opened for Uz-
bekistan, under which the country can play 
a key role in the prosperity, peace and sta-
bility of Afghanistan.
Mr. Ibraheem Bahiss believed that there is  

unity among international players  as well 
as regional countries when it comes to en-
suring that Afghanistan does not become a 
safe haven for terrorist organizations. All 
the neighboring countries are concerned 
with the peace and stability of Afghanistan.
At this stage, the Taliban should satisfy re-
gional countries that they will not face any 
threats from Afghanistan. A viable strategy 
for the Taliban is to try and satisfy region-
al countries instead of trying to satisfy all 
actors, since the demands of regional coun-
tries are lesser than the West and regional 
countries primarily want to ensure that Af-
ghanistan is not used by terrorists.
With regard to the challenges being faced 
by the Taliban, Mr. Bahiss said that the 
Taliban-led regime in Afghanistan will face 
various challenges like the formation of a 
government, its structure and their ability 
to run the country. Along with this another 
internal challenge which Taliban might face 
will be satisfaction of Afghans and their ac-
ceptance for the new regime.   
Dr. Baktyor Mustafaev said that Uzbekistan 
considers Afghanistan as an integral part of 
Central Asia. With the changing dynamics 
in the region, new opportunities for region-
al connectivity are emerging. The recently 
held conference in Tashkent in July dis-
cussed the various opportunities for region-
al connectivity of Central and S. Asia. Peace 
and stability in Afghanistan are essential for 
regional connectivity and it is only possible 
through intra-afghan reconciliation. 

CDA 
Master Plan 
Commission 

holds meeting
 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: CDA’s Mas-
ter Plan Commission has 
decided to preserve and 
safeguard green areas of 
Zone-III and IV of the cap-
ital. The Commission met 
here with Chairman Capi-
tal Development Authority 
(CDA), Aamir Ali Ahmed 
in the chair and decided to 
protect green areas of the 
federal capital. 
The Commission was set up 
to specify possible changes 
in the Master Plan of the 
federal capital.
The Commission decided to 
meet every Saturday with 
condition of 51 percent at-
tendance as its quorum. It 
has decided to preserve and 
safeguard green areas of 
Zone-IIIand IV of the feder-
al capital.

Omni Group’s 
head moves 

IHC for 
interim bail

 
ISLAMABAD: Omni 
Group’s head Khawaja An-
war Majeed and his son 
Khawaja Abdul Ghani Ma-
jeed on Tuesday approached 
the Islamabad High Court 
(IHC) to obtain pre-arrest 
bail in a NAB case.
The petitioners including 
Mustafa Zulqernain had 
adopted the stance that they 
had received a call up notice 
from National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB).  The bureau 
had summoned them on Sep-
tember 3, adding that there 
was risk of their arrest on 
appearance before it.
The petition prayed the 
court to stop NAB from 
arresting them and grant 
them pre-arrest bail. It may 
be mentioned here that the 
NAB had summoned the 
three accused in case per-
taining to receiving loans 
on the name of front compa-
nies of Omni Group. – APP

Police arrest 
seven for 

possessing 
illegal weapons
RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi 
Police in their crackdown 
against illegal weapons, drugs 
and bootleggers rounded up 
seven persons from different 
areas and recovered 2325 
grams charras, five liters liq-
uor, a Kalashnikov, a 30 bore 
pistol and one 12 bore rifle 
from their possession, said 
a police spokesman on Tues-
day. He informed that Mur-
ree Police conducted a raid 
and arrested a drug peddler 
namely Zeeshan Abbasi on 
recovery of 1500 grams char-
ras. City police held Noshad 
Ali with 325 grams charras 
while Kahuta police rounded 
up Muhammad Ramzan and 
recovered 500 grams charras.
Gunjmandi police apprehend-
ed Suleman Jameel for having 
five liters liquor.  – APP 
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ISLAMABAD: German Foreign Minister planting a saplings at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. – DNA

Sherry grills PTI govt over rising public debt
Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: PPP Par-
liamentary Leader in the 
Senate, Senator Sherry Re-
hman has expressed grave 
concerns on the alarming 
and unchecked increase in 
Pakistan’s public debt. “Ear-
lier this week, the PTI gov-
ernment was doing the media 
rounds to paint a distorted 
picture of robust economic 
fundamentals, yet on the 
ground people were faced 

with a crippling reality of soar-
ing inflation putting pressure 
on meeting daily expenses. 
At the same time public debt 
soared to Rs 39.9 trillion with 

an increase of Rs 15 trillion 
in the last three years, ex-
ceeding the FRDL Act of 
2005 limit which is set to 
60% of the GDP – while as 
it stands the current debt 
makes up for a whopping 
84% of the GDP.”
“After leaving the economy 
on the ventilator, the PTI 
government is further plan-
ning to borrow a whopping 
$16 billion to run the country. 
With a firm denial of parlia-
mentary oversight on foreign 
loans, there is no check on ei-
ther borrowing or spending. 

This is the same government 
which vowed not to borrow to 
run the country but to instead 
return all loans,” added the 
Senator.
Addressing the overall eco-
nomic performance of the 
country she said, “The pub-
lic debt is one of the many 
indicators of this govern-
ment’s failing policies. With 
inflation at an all-time high, 
price hikes in electricity, gas 
and oil; compounded with 
68% of Pakistani’s living un-
der food insecurity, the liv-
ing standards of the people 

of this nation are falling fast 
under this Government.” 
“Last fiscal year, the PTI 
government omitted key 
statistics in the debt report 
to hide incompetence and 
serial mismanagement. Infor-
mation on external debt and 
liabilities were nowhere to be 
seen. How long will this gov-
ernment present dubious sta-
tistics to mislead the nation?” 
questioned the Senator.
She added, “Pakistan’s food 
import bill is not any differ-
ent – soaring by a massive 
53% due to record-breaking 

sugar and wheat imports 
this year. With rising food 
imports, our trade deficit 
touched a massive $3 billion 
just for the month of July. 
This will have a devastating 
impact on the livelihood of 
countless farmers across 
the country.”
The senator concluded by 
saying, “PTI’s governance 
has fallen short of every 
single promise, with unem-
ployment, inflation, food in-
security and poverty on the 
rise, all signs point towards 
a collapsing economy. 

DC for completion 
of cantt LB polls 
arrangements

RAWALPINDI: Depu-
ty Commissioner (DC) 
Rawalpindi Muhammad 
Ali on Tuesday directed 
the authorities concerned 
to complete all the ar-
rangements for canton-
ment board local bodies 
elections to be held on 
September 12.
Chairing a meeting held 
here to review prepa-
rations for cantonment 
board elections 2021, he 
directed the district ad-
ministration officers to 
finalize all the arrange-
ments including security.
He said that the district 
administration had offered 
unconditional support to 
the Election Commission 
of Pakistan (ECP) for up-
coming local government 
elections. 
He informed that there 
were five cantonment 
boards in Rawalpindi dis-
trict where the registered 
voters are about 700,000. 
As many as 583 polling 
stations were being set 
up for September 12 elec-
tions for which 350 build-
ings would be used, he 
said adding, besides all 
the arrangements, addi-
tional security of the poll-
ing station would also be 
ensured. 
Regional Transport Au-
thority, Rawalpindi had 
also arranged vehicles 
to facilitate the election 
staff, he added.
He directed the author-

ities to determine the 
responsibilities of all the 
departments concerned 
and a follow up meeting 
should also be organized 
during next week to get 
updates about all the ar-
rangements from all the 
departments.
The meeting was attend-
ed by Additional Deputy 
Commissioner (General) 
Capt (r) Qasim Ijaz, Sec-
retary, Regional Transport 
Authority Rashid Ali, Dis-
trict Election Officer Mu-
hammad Salman, Shaheen 
Khan and other officers 
concerned.
The DC said that transpar-
ent conduct of local bodies 
elections was essential for 
the security and devel-
opment of the country. 
Therefore, it was more a 
social responsibility than 
a professional one to im-
plement Standard Oper-
ating Procedures (SOPs) 
effectively.  
All-out efforts should be 
made to ensure that the 
continuity of democracy 
was strengthened as a 
result of these elections, 
he said while issuing in-
structions to the Assistant 
Commissioners and Mu-
nicipal Officers. 
All possible steps should 
be taken to ensure that the 
Code of Conduct issued by 
ECP for transparent and 
impartial elections was 
implemented in letter and 
spirit, he added. – APP

Deadline for 
USAT registration 

extended
ISLAMABAD: The deadline 
for registration to appear in 
the Undergraduate Studies 
Assessment Test (USAT), 
conducted by Education 
Testing Council (ETC), has 
been extended till Septem-
ber 1, 2021.
Keeping in view the prob-
lems faced by students 
while registering and con-
sidering the tremendous 
interest garnered by USAT, 
the deadline has been ex-
tended. The test will ten-
tatively be conducted, as 
announced earlier, on Sep-
tember 12, 2021.
The universities may freely 
choose to accept USAT re-
sult card as valid for their 
respective admissions by 
announcing it for their pro-
spective undergraduate can-

didates. Being a universal 
test gauging the ability of 
a student, it can be used by 
all universities if they so de-
sire. The test is however not 
intended for the candidates 
applying for MBBS/ BDS 
programmes.
The standardised admission 
test USAT offered by ETC 
is a competitive product 
that intends to carve out its 
own niche based on quality 
tests. USAT is developed 
from a standardised ques-
tion bank with quality, eq-
uity, reliability, and validity 
of the product as well as 
integrity of the processes 
involved ensured at all lev-
els of development, admin-
istration, grading and result 
reporting. Its validity will 
hold for a year. – APP
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Turbulent Forecast Consensus Required

T HE spillover of violence from Afghanistan continues 
as two soldiers embraced martyrdom in a clash that 
occurred after terrorists from Afghanistan opened 

fire on a military post in Bajaur district on Sunday. Paki-
stani Army troops responded in a befitting manner as they 
eliminated three terrorists, however the loss of security 
personnel is extremely unfortunate. The internal security 
situation is certainly of concern given the regularity with 
which attacks are taking place in the borderlands.
Officials have rightly condemned the use of Afghan soil by 
terrorists for activities against Pakistan and have made it 
clear that the existing and future setup in Afghanistan must 
clamp down on such militants. Meanwhile, Afghan Taliban 
spokesman ZabihullahMujahid has stated that it is up to Is-
lamabad, and not Afghanistan, to address issues related to 
the TTP. Unless the essence of the statement being reported 
was lost in translation, remarks from the Taliban leadership 
will have to be more confidence inspiring, and their words 
will need to be backed up with concrete actions if the group 
is to earn credibility at a regional and international level.
To discuss the evolving situation next door and the internal 
security matters along with Kashmir, the country’s military 
leadership gave a briefing to three parliamentary committees 
on Monday at the General Headquarters (GHQ). This meet-
ing continues the trend of an earlier convening that took place 
in July to apprise parliamentarians of strategic challenges and 
shifting external environment which could have repercussions 
for the country. Consultations of such a nature are extremely 
important at this critical juncture so that there is an internal 
consensus on matters of national security and that the mes-
saging emanating from Islamabad is consistent. Additionally, 
divisive rhetoric should be avoided when it comes to such sen-
sitive national issues and politics should be restricted to gov-
ernance and related political matters. Considering the turbu-
lent forecast, we will need to cope with upcoming challenges 
in a united fashion to weather the storm.

T HE decision to replace members of the Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) after retirement has 
been a lingering issue in ensuring the transparen-

cy body is representative. The system of replacement is 
such that the constitution requires that the Prime Minister 
and opposition leader reach a consensus and appoint the 
officials within 45 days. Despite the intense rivalry that en-
sues between PTI and PML-N, it is good to see PM Imran 
Khan take the initiative to write a letter to Shehbaz Sharif 
proposing six candidates for the vacancy. With three days 
left for the deadline to lapse, it is reassuring to see that at 
least some progress is being made.
The ECP is a body that is supposed to maintain its neutrality 
to uphold the sanctity of the electoral process and eliminate 
any chances of bias or influence seeping in. That is precisely 
why it is imperative for both, the government and the op-
position to sign off on who becomes a member of the body. 
While there may be too much heat between the two leaders 
for an in-person meeting, an indirect consultation for who 
to appoint for the vacant positions is good enough as long 
as it gets the job done. Now, the onus is on Mr Sharif to 
voice his opinions and address any concerns about the PM’s 
selections—namely Mr Ahsan Mahboob, Raja Amer Khan, 
Dr Syed Pervaiz Abbas, Justice (retd) Ikramullah Khan, Mr-
Faridullah Khan and MrMuzammil Khan—through the same 
route taken by the PM, and that too urgently. If replacement 
names have to be sent, it must be done without politics.
It is also important to note that in case there is a disagree-
ment on the candidates, there is a viable system in place 
whereby the opposition leader would have to propose three 
names for each of the two slots available. Then, the matter 
would be sent to the parliamentary committee which would 
make the final decision. Thus, proactive participation in the 
process is vital for the ECP to remain truly representative 
for both the government and the opposition.

T HE political developments unfold-
ing rapidly in Afghanistan since the 
Taliban forcibly seized power in the 

country reveal convergent positions be-
tween Russia and Iran on the militia’s take-
over. Moscow and Tehran are among the few 
capitals in the world that did not express 
deep concern about the Taliban sweeping 
across Afghanistan’s cities. The two coun-
tries have kept their embassies in Kabul 
open and have not rushed to evacuate their 
citizens. It seems that the two countries 
have concluded that the Taliban takeover is a 
reality that they must engage and deal with. 
Russia has already sent warm signals to the 
Taliban by rejecting the Western narrative 
about the group, as well as adopting support-
ive positions at international forums, espe-
cially the UN. This may be a message to the 
Taliban that Moscow could provide it with 
an umbrella of international protection, just 
as it has done with Bashar Assad’s regime 
in Syria. Iran — which previously had bitter 
enmity with the Taliban — is following in Rus-
sia’s footsteps, with the formerly mutually 
antagonistic parties going from yesterday’s 
foes to today’s friends almost overnight.
In reality, this apparently sudden, dra-
matic shift in the two countries’ policies 
toward the Taliban is not a spur-of-the-
moment move at all. It coincides with 
Russian-Iranian rapprochement and 
joint coordination on multiple regional 
issues and an opportunistic attempt by 
both countries to exploit the geopolitical 
opportunities created by Washington’s 
disengagement from several areas and 
its withdrawal from Afghanistan, despite 
occasional conflicts of interest between 
Tehran and Moscow.
The Taliban have returned the favors be-
stowed on them by Russia and Iran with 
diplomatic rhetoric that allays their worries. 
The militia cannot forget the Russian and 

Iranian military support that played a pivotal 
role in enabling it to take back control of the 
country, let alone the two countries’ political 
support, which appeared evidently in their 
attempt to create a channel of negotiations 
to settle Afghanistan’s internal disputes un-
der Moscow’s patronage, like the Astana 
process related to the Syrian crisis — a path 
that once again excludes the US. The forego-
ing, in addition to the two countries’ efforts 
to weaken the former Afghan government, 
which had always been viewed as pro-West-
ern and pro-American, helped smooth the 
way for the Taliban’s return to power.
There is no question that the Taliban’s takeo-
ver of Afghanistan serves Russia’s and Iran’s 
key strategic objective, which is the basis 
of their rapprochement: Defeating the US 
in this arena. This is a geostrategic victory 
for both countries, as their most powerful 
rival has withdrawn from their immediate 
and nearby boundaries, leaving a vacuum 
that provides them with an opportunity to 
enhance their clout and presence. Ameri-
ca’s humiliating departure is also somewhat 
pleasing to Moscow considering the fact that 
it has not forgotten its US-backed defeat in 
Afghanistan during the Cold War, which rep-
resented its greatest geopolitical calamity of 
the past century. Russia also sees that the 
ongoing developments in Afghanistan offer it 
a historic opportunity to settle its Cold War-
era scores with the US and NATO.
For Iran, meanwhile, the US departure is no 
less important, as Tehran bases its regional 
policy on keeping America away from its vi-
tal spheres of influence.
Russia and Iran will also benefit from the 
Taliban’s professed pledges to vanquish 
Daesh-Khorasan, curb Al-Qaeda’s move-
ments, crack down on drug trafficking, and 
secure its borders. These pledges form 
part of the Taliban’s efforts to rehabilitate 
and rebrand themselves with a new posi-

tive image, different to the one of the past, 
both domestically and internationally. The 
group wants to gain international legitima-
cy and recognition in order to avert another 
confrontation similar to the one that took 
place in 2001 following the 9/11 attacks. 
This is essential for the Taliban to win the 
international community’s confidence and 
for the latter to release financial aid to re-
construct Afghanistan and provide the Af-
ghan people with much-needed relief.
Despite all this, however, Russia and Iran 
could still lose their bets in Afghanistan. Just 
because the US has withdrawn does not mean 
that Washington will cede the country to its 
rivals. Some suggest that the US withdrawal 
from Afghanistan is part of a deliberate strat-
egy to pivot American military resources to 
the east, encircling Russia and China on the 
ground and at sea. In light of this US pivot, 
Afghanistan could turn into a source of dis-
asters, crises, terrorism and drug trafficking 
affecting both Iran and Russia.
On balance, at this moment in time, Tehran 
and Moscow have rather tension-free rela-
tions in Afghanistan, unlike in the Syrian are-
na, where they periodically engage in heated 
military clashes. In Syria, Russia has sup-
ported Assad in order to rebuild the Syrian 
state, including its army and security forces, 
while Iran has worked to maintain the cur-
rent state of disintegration and chaos, which 
allows it to carry on, untroubled, with achiev-
ing its basic interests in Syria.
In contrast, both Russia and Iran probably 
want to see a stable Afghan government in 
Kabul to avoid potentially destabilizing se-
curity consequences. Additionally, the two 
countries want to reshape the regional struc-
ture in order to serve their political and eco-
nomic interests in light of the unprecedent-
ed regional and international competition for 
influence in Afghanistan.

– Courtesy Arab News

T RUE to a wise Chinese saying, ‘A close 
neighbor means more than a distant rel-
ative’, US has abandoned the war-torn 

Afghanistan this time too.
Dusting off annals of US military interven-
tion in Afghanistan reveals that it was in 1989 
when, backed by US military support, Afghan-
istan realized the American dream of being 
world’s sole super power by disintegrating Un-
ion of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) into 
Russian Federation and independent Central 
Asian Republics (CARs). After achieving its 
strategic foreign policy objective of defeating 
Soviets in Afghanistan, US abandoned Afghan-
istan instead of helping it to rebuild, rehabili-
tate and stabilize its economy.
The domino effect kicked in when US also 
abandoned its major ally in Afghan jihad (1979-
1989), Pakistan, by slapping Pressler Sanc-
tions in 1990. The lethal blowback of Pakistan 
siding with the US in Afghan Jihad was felt by 
Pakistani society in the form of gun culture 
and sectarian violence in 1990s, and influx of 
around 3 Million Afghan refugees straining 
the already-fledgling Pakistan’s economy at 
that point in time. These fault lines are fur-
ther accentuated when we witnessed the rise 
of Tehreek-e-Nifaaz-e-Shariat-e-Mohammadi 
(TNSM) in early 2000s and Tahrik-I-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP) in the late 2000s.
Then came the fateful event of 9/11 in the 
US in 2001. US and its NATO allies invaded 
Afghanistan in October 2001 to topple down 
Taliban Regime to destroy safe havens of 
Al-Qaeda, an organization of world-acclaimed 
mujahideens against Soviets in Afghanistan a 
couple of decades ago.
Pakistan was again asked to ‘be with us or 
against us’. Through convincing statements 

like, ‘We won’t abandon Pakistan this time’, 
and some brazen threats like, ‘We would bomb 
you to stone age’, US managed to stitch Paki-
stan as its major non-NATO ally in this two-dec-
ade long military campaign against terrorism 
in Afghanistan.
Pakistan again felt tremendous shocks and fa-
tal blowback. Fangs of terrorism and suicide 
bombings ripped the peace and stability of our 
social order apart.
Economy crippled, business and investment 
came to a grinding halt, and Pakistan’s law and 
order system was rattled to the core. Terrorist 
and subversive activities sponsored by Indian 
consulates across Pak-Afghan border spoiled 
the peace of our society. When factored in all 
these developments in the overall business 
ecosystem, capital flight and brain drain ap-
peared to be quite logical corollaries.
Since 9/11 in 2001 until Doha Agreement in 
February 2020 when US announced withdraw-
al of its forces from Afghanistan by 31 August 
2021, Pakistan has paid a huge price in terms 
of man, money and material.
More than 70,000 Pakistanis including civil-
ians and security personnels have lost their 
precious lives. Thousands have either received 
injuries or have been rendered crippled. More 
than 2 Million were internally displaced in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa’s newly-merged tribal dis-
tricts due to Operation Black Thunderstorm in 
2009, and many lost their abodes altogether.
Pakistan has also incurred a massive economic 
cost to the tune of more than 150 Billion USD 
compared to ‘peanuts’ it received in economic, 
development and military support under Co-
alition Support Fund (CSF) and Kerry Lugar 
Bill since it joined US war in Afghanistan as a 
frontline state in 2001.

But quite unfortunately, instead of acknowledg-
ing Pakistan’s so much sacrifices and recogniz-
ing plethora of problems it faced, just because 
it supported US and its allies in their war in 
Afghanistan, it is being made a scapegoat for 
what the greatest military might of US and 
its NATO allies could not achieve in Afghan-
istan after spending trillions of dollars over 
the course of 20 years. Massive carpet bomb-
ings, lot of drone strikes, countless counter-in-
surgency and Intelligence Based Operations 
(IBOs) could not materialize their declared ob-
jective of subduing Taliban and lending peace 
and stability to Afghanistan by eliminating safe 
havens of terrorists and insurgents. Now that 
the fully-trained and well-equipped Afghan Na-
tional Army (ANA) has melted and Talibans 
are back in Kabul, it is high time that the inter-
national community should support efforts for 
the formation of an inclusive and broad-based 
government to ensure peace and stability in 
Afghanistan. Pakistan is doing all it can to 
avert civil war like situation in Afghanistan by 
trying to take on board all possible stakehold-
ers in the country. Pakistan is also engaged 
with all regional and international countries to 
reach at a mutually-acceptable solution of the 
whole crisis. Pakistan is in active liaison with 
China, Russia, Turkey, Iran, UK and EU for a 
peaceful settlement of Afghan crisis by bring-
ing all parties on the table to form an inclusive 
government.
US should also play a more responsible role 
in acknowledging the ground realities and sup-
porting the formation of an inclusive govern-
ment to ensure peace, stability, rehabilitation, 
and development in Afghanistan.

– The writer can be reached 
at arshakir.pmo@gmail.com

What Afghanistan means for Russian-Iranian detente

The Afghanistan imbroglio

Dr. Mohammed Al-Sulami

Abdul Rashid Shakir
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pledges to vanquish Daesh-
Khorasan, curb Al-Qaeda’s 
movements, crack down on 
drug trafficking, and secure 
its borders. These pledges 
form part of the Taliban’s 
efforts to rehabilitate and 
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aid to reconstruct 
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LONDON:  Cristiano Ronaldo 
says he is “back where I belong” 
at Manchester United and has 
dedicated his return to the club to 
former boss Sir Alex Ferguson.
United have paid an initial 15m 
euros (£12.85m) to sign the 
36-year-old from Juventus, a 
decade after he left the club to 
join Real Madrid. He has signed 
a two-year contract, with the 
option to extend for another 
year. “Everyone who knows me, 
knows about my never-ending 
love for Manchester United,” he 
wrote on Instagram.
“The years I spent in this club 
were absolutely amazing and the 

path we’ve made together is writ-
ten in gold letters in the history of 
this great and amazing institution.
“I can’t even start to explain my 
feelings right now, as I see my 
return to Old Trafford announced 
worldwide. “It’s like a dream 
come true, after all the times 
that I went back to play against 
Manchester United, and even as 
an opponent, to have always felt 
such love and respect from the 
supporters in the stands. “This 
is absolutely 100% the stuff that 
dreams are made of!”
‘He’s an absolute genius’ - The in-
side story of Cristiano Ronaldo at 
Man Utd Five-time Ballon d’Or win-
ner Ronaldo signed off: “I’m right 
here! I’m back where I belong! 
Let’s make it happen once again! 

PS - Sir Alex, this one is for you…”
Ferguson was United manager 
during Ronaldo’s first spell at 
Old Trafford, when he scored 118 
goals in 292 appearances before 
leaving for Real Madrid in 2009.
He is believed to have spoken 

to Ferguson prior to his return 
to United, which could also cost 
the club a possible 8m euros 
(£6.85m) in add-ons. Current Red 
Devils boss Ole Gunnar Solskjaer 
said: “You run out of words to de-
scribe Cristiano. He is not only 
a marvellous player, but also a 
great human being. “To have the 
desire and the ability to play at 
the top level for such a long peri-
od requires a very special person.
“I have no doubt that he will contin-
ue to impress us all and his experi-
ence will be so vital for the young-
er players in the squad. “Ronaldo’s 
return demonstrates the unique 
appeal of this club and I am abso-
lutely delighted he is coming home 
to where it all started.”
Ronaldo had been linked with 

Manchester City but opted to re-
turn to United, where he spent 
six years and won three Premier 
League titles, one Champions 
League, two League Cups and one 
FA Cup - as well as the Fifa Club 
World Cup and Community Shield.
Ronaldo could be available to Sol-
skjaer for the home game against 
Newcastle United on 11 Sep-
tember, which is the club’s first 
match following the international 
break. Ronaldo wore the number 
seven shirt in his first stint at 
United but that is currently held 
by Edinson Cavani and, even if 
the Uruguay striker was willing 
to hand over the shirt number, 
Premier League rules prevent a 
mid-season swap except in the 
most extreme circumstances.

Ronaldo seals contract to complete United return
“I have no doubt that he will continue to impress us all and his experience will be so vital for the 
younger players in the squad. Ronaldo’s return demonstrates the unique appeal of this club and 

I am absolutely delighted he is coming home to where it all started,” commented the coach

Briefs
Pak, Germany 

pledge to 
work hand-

in-hand
From Page 01

economic stability in Af-
ghanistan. These would 
require sustained engage-
ment with Afghanistan, he 
added. The Prime Minister 
underscored that both Paki-
stan and Germany should 
work closely for the pro-
motion of shared interests 
relating to regional peace 
and stability.Foreign Min-
ister Heiko Maas conveyed 
cordial greetings of Chan-
cellor Merkel. While shar-
ing Germany’s viewpoint 
on the evolving situation 
in Afghanistan, he thanked 
for Pakistan’s support and 
facilitation for Germany’s 
evacuation endeavours 
from Afghanistan.
Foreign Minister Maas 
also highlighted the cele-
bration of 70th anniversary 
of establishment of Paki-
stan-Germany diplomatic 
relations during 2021. The 
two countries are holding a 
series of events to celebrate 
this milestone in a befitting 
manner. Meanwhile, Heiko 
Maas, Federal Minister of 
Foreign Affairs of Germany 
called on General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa, Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS) at GHQ,.
During the meeting, matters 
of mutual interest, overall 
regional security situation 
including latest develop-
ments in Afghanistan and 
bilateral cooperation in var-
ious fields were discussed. 
COAS said that Pakistan at-
taches great importance to 
its relations with Germany 
and expressed desire for en-
hanced mutually beneficial 
bilateral relations. 
The German dignitary ac-
knowledged Pakistan’s con-
tinuous efforts for peace 
and stability in the region 
and thanked the COAS for 
assistance rendered by Pa-
kistan during evacuations 
from Kabul.

Allegations 
of no calls to 
Islamabad..

From Page 01
Raab had thought of Afghan-
istan as “yesterday’s war” 
which no one wants to fight 
anymore, the news paper 
reported, citing a Pakistani 
official. The foreign secretary 
insisted, however, on Tueday, 
that there had been a “team 
effort” across the Foreign, 
Commonwealth and Develop-
ment Office to communicate 
with the two countries.
The foreign secretary main-
tained that he had spoken to 
Pakistan’s Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi on 
August 22 and 27, adding that 
so far, they have successfully 
evacuated over 17,000 people 
from Afghanistan since April 
2021. Minister for South Asia 
Lord Ahmed was responsible 
for talks with Pakistan and Af-
ghanistan, said Dominic Raab. 

‘Afghans are 
free now’
From Page 01

Qatar, Turkey to manage 
Kabul airport. Just after 
midnight local time, US 
Central Command Com-
mander, General Kenneth 
McKenzie, declared, “Every 
single US service member 
is now out of Afghanistan.” 
With those 10 words, Mc-
Kenzie brought an official 
end to Washington’s long-
est-ever foreign incursion. 
As the final US military 
plane departed Kabul’s Ha-
mid Karzai International 
Airport, the Taliban looked 
on in triumph.
Taliban spokesman, Zabihul-
lah Mujahid, took to Twitter, 
writing: “The last American 
occupier withdrew … at 12 
O’clock and our country 
gained its full independ-
ence, praise and gratitude 
be to God.”
Members of the group 
spent the rest of the early 
morning hours of Tuesday 
in an ecstatic state of revel-
ry, firing round after round 
into the pitch-black sky. 
They had defeated the for-
eign forces that had hunted 
them for 19 years.
By sunrise, though, it be-
came clear to the Afghan 
people that the dawn had 
brought with it an uncertain 
future. After two decades 
of foreign occupation, the 
nation, currently being led 
by the Taliban, will be left 
to face the security threat 
of the Islamic State in 
Khorasan Province, ISKP 
(ISIS-K), an armed group, 
and potential economic in-
solvency with no indication 
of foreign assistance.

Red list 
issue to be 
taken up...

From Page 01
length about Pakistan’s 
coronavirus testing mech-
anism with Britain’s chief 
medical scientist. This was 
announced by Minister for 
Information and Broadcast-
ing Fawad Chaudhry on 
Tuesday during his post-cab-
inet meeting media briefing. 
Chaudhry said that Prime 
Minister Imran Khan had 
spoken to his British coun-
terpart Boris Johnson, who 
believed that deliberations 
should be held over the test-
ing mechanism in Pakistan.
“We are putting in all our 
efforts to have Pakistan 
moved out of UK’s red list, 
as it affects numerous Paki-
stani families,” the informa-
tion minister said. 
Pakistan’s name, in the lat-
est review of the country’s 
travel ban, was retained on 
the red list, despite a diplo-
matic offensive by several 
top government officials.
The British government 
said that it had decided to 
keep Pakistan on the travel 
ban red list because the true 
number of COVID-19 cases 
are likely much higher than 
reported across the coun-
try, a leaked letter written 
by Britain’s health minister 
revealed. The information 
minister said he hopes for 
peace to prevail in Afghan-
istan, hours after the last 
United States troops left 
the war-torn country, leav-
ing the Taliban in charge.
The Taliban celebrated 
their total return to power 
on Tuesday with gunfire and 
diplomacy. US’ longest mili-
tary conflict drew to a close 
on Monday night when its 
forces abandoned Kabul’s 
airport, where it had over-
seen a frenzied airlift that 
saw more than 123,000 
people flee life under the 
Taliban.
Taliban fighters then quick-
ly swept into the airport 
and fired weapons into the 
sky across the city in jubila-
tion — an astonishing return 
after US forces invaded in 
2001 and toppled them for 
supporting Al Qaeda.
Meanwhile, the information 
minister wished for the “sad 
tales” of the Afghan people 
to come to an end, as he 
promised on behalf of Pa-
kistan that it would do all 
it can to provide relief to 
them. Speaking about evac-
uations, he said 10,302 peo-
ple belonging to the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO) were brought 
to Pakistan and 9,032 of 
them have departed to their 
respective countries.
“As many as 1,229 people 
who came from Afghanistan 
are present in Pakistan and 
they will leave within a day 
or two,” the information 
minister said, adding that of 
the 1,229, 545 are Afghan 
nationals, while 684 are 
foreigners. The information 
minister added that of the 
155 evacuees from the Unit-
ed States, only 42 are still 
present in Pakistan.
The information minister 
said the federal cabinet 
wants to make the COV-
ID-19 booster shot, which 
currently costs Rs1,270, 
free for labourers. The cab-
inet has decided to start 
vaccinating people aged 17 
and below in stages, said 
Chaudhry, while praising 
the National Command and 
Control Centre for Paki-
stan’s response to the virus 
and its roll-out of vaccines.

Taliban 
has to earn 
legitimacy

From Page 01
US Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken said Monday. 
America’s top diplomat, 
speaking just hours after 
the final US evacuation 
flights left Kabul, said Wash-
ington has suspended its 
diplomatic presence in Ka-
bul as of Monday and shift-
ed its operations to Qatar.
“Our troops have departed 
Afghanistan,” Blinken said. 
“A new chapter of America’s 
engagement with Afghani-
stan has begun. “It’s one in 
which we will lead with our 
diplomacy. The military mis-
sion is over; a new diplomat-
ic mission has begun.”Blink-
en said the United States 
was committed to helping 
every American who wants 
to depart Afghanistan to 
leave the country.
He said a small number of 
US citizens remained in 
the country -- “under 200” 
but likely closer to just 100 
-- and wanted to leave. Blink-
en said the Taliban would 
need to live up to their com-
mitments to provide free-
dom of travel, to respect 
the rights of women and mi-
norities and to not allow the 
country to become a base 
for terrorism. “Any legitima-
cy and any support will have 
to be earned,” Blinken said.
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Luis Suarez to miss 
World Cup qualifiers 

MADRID: Atletico Madrid striker Luis Suarez will miss Uru-
guay’s forthcoming World Cup qualifying matches due to 
injury. Atletico Madrid have confirmed that the striker, who 
scored his first goal of the season in Sunday’s 2-2 draw at 
home to Villarreal before being substituted in the 70th minute 
of the game had “serious pain” in his left leg. “Luis Suarez 
finished the game with serious pain in the back of his left leg. 
He will undergo tests in the coming hours to determine the 
extent of these problems,” explained the Atletico Madrid web-
site. The tests have shown “a moderate swelling at the back 
of the left knee” due to inflammation and the Atletico Ma-
drid medical services have informed the Uruguayan Football 
Federation that Suarez will not be able to play in their games 
against Peru, Bolivia and Ecuador, although it is thought he 

will be fit for Atletico’s next league game. – APP

Gold medal for 
Pakistan in Asian 

MMA Championship

NUR-SULTAN: Pakistani Mixed Martial Arts fighter 
Shahzaib Khan has secured a Gold Medal at the Global 
Association of Mixed Martial Arts (GAMMA) Asian MMA 
Championships 2021 held in Kyrgyzstan from August 24 
to 28. Khan, who hailed from Sindh, qualified for the fi-
nal by defeating the Indian fighter in the semi-final. The 
young blood defeated the Kyrgyz fighter within a minute 
in final match and set a new record by clinching a gold 
medal for the South Asian country. As Shahzaib won gold, 
Liaqat Ali secured silver and Allah Gul Afridi bagged 
bronze medal to make Pakistan proud.  “I watched some 
footage of the tournament and Shahzaib has the potential 
to be something very special,” Professional MMA player 
Bashir Ahmad. He said the Pakistani MMA scene has a 
“new contender to keep your eye on.” – DNA

World must help Afghans to 
form inclusive government

We are also seeing the restoration of commercial traffic,” he said pointing out that 
the situation was by and large close to normal in all the major cities of Afghanistan
WASHINGTON: Pakistan’s Am-
bassador to the United States, 
Asad Majeed Khan, has urged 
the international community to 
facilitate the Taliban and oth-
er Afghan parties to come to 
a common understanding and 
form an inclusive government 
in a bid to stabilize the situa-
tion in Afghanistan.
“This is really the time an oppor-
tunity for international commu-
nity to come together and I think 
we owe it to the people of Af-
ghanistan,” he said, adding that 
that was the best way to prevent 

deterioration of the situation 
and a civil war in the country. 
The Taliban were themselves 
anxious to restore normalcy and 
order there, he said.
The Pakistani envoy, who was 
responding to questions from 
British media, said some reports 
in the international media about 
violations of human rights might 
not be true.
“We are hearing that things are 
returning to normal; we are also 
seeing no Afghan refugees on 
border crossings,” Ambassador 
Khan said. “We are also seeing 

the restoration of commercial 
traffic,” he said pointing out that 
the situation was by and large 

close to normal in all the major 
cities of Afghanistan.
Replying to a question, the am-
bassador said Pakistan did not 
control the Taliban and had even 
lost whatever leverage it had 
over the group.
Successive Afghan governments, 
he said, had made allegations 
about Pakistan’s involvement with 
the Taliban in an attempt to shift 
the focus on their corruption and 
failures, and “our detractors in the 
region” also used Kabul’s accusa-
tions to malign Pakistan.
Pakistan, he said, did have link-

ages with the Taliban like sever-
al other countries. The United 
States too had been having talks 
with the group.
Ambassador Khan said Pakistan 
was doing its part to evacuate dip-
lomats, representatives of interna-
tional organizations and Afghans 
wishing to leave Afghanistan. But, 
he said, Pakistan, which already 
had 3.5 million refugees, would 
not accept more refugees.
“We are already overburdened by 
the refugees, and it is beyond our 
capacity to host any more refu-
gees,” he added. – APP

Nasir wins PSF-Combaxx 
sports Squash Championship

Afzal Javed 

ISLAMABAD: Former Pa-
kistan number one Nasir 
Iqbal has stormed back 
into contention with a re-
sounding win against top 
seed and world number 
44 Tayyab Aslam to win 
the PSF-Combaxx Sports 
squash championship at 
Mushaf Squash Complex  
Islamabad on Tuesday. 
Air Marshal Aamir Masood 
Senior Vice President Pa-
kistan Squash Federation 
graced the closing ceremo-
ny as Chief Guest and dis-
tributed trophies and priz-

es to the finalists along 
with CEO Combaxx Sports 
Omer Saeed and Pakistan 
Squash Federation sec-
retary Wing Commander 
Armghan Aziz were also 
present during the cere-
mony. The five days event 
was organized by with the 
collaboration with Com-
baxx Sports
Nasir fought back from two 
games down to beat Tayy-
ab Aslam by 8-11,10-12. 
The match lasted 49 min-
utes: It was all going well 
for Tayyab as he was dic-
tating terms right from the 
beginning, by winning first 
two games in  style, he was 

seen handling court well  
and  making full use of Na-
sir's raw shorts but It was 
Nasir who found his mo-
mentum entered into the 
third game. A closed third 
game saw Nasir making 
full use of abilities, send-
ing in some rasping win-
ners to upstage Tayyab. 
World Number 44 on the 
other hand found going 
tuff as he was losing bat-
tle against stamina and it 
was seen conceding points 
easily twice he fell down 
in the court after collid-
ing with Nasir. Tayyab was 
seen more engage in phys-
ical context rather than 

engaging in a game battle. 
On the other hand Nasir 
playing with the more 
authority sending in one 
winner after another to 
turn the game in his favor.  
Nasir scooped up his first 
major title in a while by 
winning last three games 
by 11-8, 11-5, and 11-4.
Speaking on the occasion 
Air Marshal Aamir Masood 
hoping that the players will 
focus on their fitness to 
win the major international 
events, adding that Paki-
stan Air Force and Pakistan 
Squash Federation will pro-
vide all possible facilities to 
all players in this regard. 

Japan provides US $31.4 
million grant to Pakistan

From Page 01
– Feb 2020:  Delivery of di-
agnostic kits
– Apr-May 2020:  Disburse-
ment of a total of $7.41 
million to UNICEF, IOM, 
IFRC, UNHCR and UNOPS 
for providing hygiene items, 
training health workers, pro-
viding alternative learning 
opportunities etc.
– Dec 2020:  Grant Assis-
tance of $9.5 million to 
NDMA for procuring medi-
cal equipment.
– Mar 2021: Grant Assis-
tance of $6.59 million to 
UNICEF for improving vac-
cine cold-chain.
In addition to the above, 
Japan and Pakistan agreed 
on debt deferral amounting 
to \40 billion (approx. $370 
million) for making fiscal 
space to fight COVID-19 
in Pakistan. Through JICA 
projects, personal protective 
equipment and masks were 
provided to PIMS, WHO Po-
lio Laboratory (Islamabad), 
and immunization project 
workers in KP province.
Ambassador MATSUDA add-

ed, “Provision of health and 
medical service is the most 
basic human necessities in 
every country across the 
world. Among them, wom-
en and children are still in a 
vulnerable position, which is 
reflected in the high mater-
nal and infant mortality rate 
in Pakistan. Japan will con-
tinue to provide assistance 
that will directly benefit vul-
nerable people in Pakistan.” 
Mr.FURUTA also remarked, 
“A number of care facilities 
to treat mothers and babies 
with complications is very 
limited in Sindh. As a result, 
patients are concentrated in 
advanced medical facilities.
This project will not only 
alleviate the pressure of 
tertiary hospitals in Kara-
chi and Hyderabad, but also 
open up opportunities for 
families from all over south-
ern part of Sindh, with im-
proved accessibility and bet-
ter chances of saving lives.”
Japan provides aid in human 
capitals On the same day, 
the Notes and grant agree-
ment for the the project of 
the Human Resource Devel-

opment Scholarship (JDS) 
was also signed so that the 
fourth batch of the project to 
be commenced.
The aforementioned grant 
aid is worth JPY312 million 
(approx. US$2.9 million) 
which allow maximum 20 Pa-
kistan Government officers 
to study in Japanese Univer-
sities to obtain Masters’ or 
Doctoral Degree. 
The purpose of JDS is to 
strengthen the Government 
officers’ administrative ca-
pacity through the study in 
Japan and to build a solid 
friendship as well as diplo-
matic relations between Ja-
pan and Pakistan.
The project started in 2018 
in Pakistan and 51 persons 
in total have joined the 
project and started the Jap-
anese Universities. JDS fel-
lows are studying in the field 
either (1) Public Administra-
tion and Finance, (2) Energy 
policy, (3) Industrial Pro-
motion, Investment climate 
and Trade, (4) Agriculture, 
Water Resources and Rural 
Development, and (5) Disas-
ter Management. 

New Zealand 
Cricket approve 

Pakistan tour
News Desk

WELLINGTON: New Zealand Cricket (NZC) has approved 
the upcoming tour of Pakistan after receiving security 
clearance, according to a report published in Stuff.co.nz. 
According to the website, it is understood the tour has 
been approved by the NZC following the regular pre-tour 
security check by its independent security consultant, Reg 
Dickason. This was part of the standard pre-tour process, 
as agreed by NZC and the New Zealand Cricket Players As-
sociation, for the past 12 years, the report further stated.
New Zealand are scheduled to compete against Pakistan in 
a five-match Twenty20 International (T20I) series in Lahore 
and a three-match One-Day International (ODI) series in 
Rawalpindi. The New Zealand squad is expected to travel to 
Pakistan on September 11 after the conclusion of their T20I 
series against Bangladesh.
Stand-in Captain Tom Latham, while talking to Stuff.co.nz 
from Dhaka, revealed that his side will shift its focus to Paki-
stan after the conclusion of their series against Bangladesh.
“Someone like Reg, he's been around a long time, and he's 
worked with New Zealand Cricket for a long time. We here 
have full trust in what he does for New Zealand Cricket and 
the processes and regulations that they put in place. Our 
focus at this stage is on Bangladesh, but our focus will turn 
to Pakistan once this series is done,” Latham said.

Dale Steyn 
retires 

from cricket
JOHANNESBURG: Dale 
Steyn has announced his 
retirement from all forms of 
cricket, closing the curtain 
on a 20-year career in which 
he became South Africa's 
highest wicket-taker in Tests 
and arguably the country's 
greatest ever fast bowler.
Steyn retired from the five-
day game in 2019 but had 
been available for limit-
ed-overs cricket and hoped 
to play at the Twenty20 
World Cup in the United 
Arab Emirates later this 
year, though he had not 
featured in the team since 
February last year.
Steyn is a bowler with a 
reputation of being able to 
take wickets in all types of 
conditions, his raw pace, 
accuracy and ability to get 
movement both ways being 
his key weapons.
“It has been 20 years of 
training, matches, trav-
el, wins, losses, strapped 
feet, jet lag, joy and broth-
erhood. Today I officially 
retire from the game I love 
the most. Bittersweet, but 
grateful,” Steyn said in a 
statement. – DNA
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BEIJING: With Pakistan as the 
Country of Honor, an online 
“Global Reading Festival” held 
here, featuring short videos, live 
streaming and reading activities.
With the support of the Pakistani 
Embassy in China, the organiz-
ers from Beijing International 
Book Fair (BIBF) also launched 
“Pakistani Night” themed event, 
aiming to explore stories behind 
the country’s books, movies and 
music.
During the two-hour event, Profes-
sor Kong Julan from Peking Uni-
versity introduced several Urdu 
books which reflect the develop-
ment of Urdu language and liter-
ature in different periods.
Tang Mengsheng, Director of 
Pakistan Research Center at Pe-
king University, briefed the his-
torical development and cultural 
origin of Pakistan. “China and 

Pakistan are true friends who 
share weal and woe. 
Our special friendship is a histor-
ical choice, and is deeply rooted 
in the hearts of the two peoples,” 
Tang said.
“There is a saying in Pakistan 
that we can give up gold, but not 

China-Pakistan friendship. I be-
lieve that friendship derives from 
close contact between the people, 
it holds the key to sound state-to-
state relations. 
So, I hope the two countries can 
strengthen the study of their cul-
tural works and people-to-people 

exchanges,” said Professor Tang.
Pakistani educationist and Urdu 
language expert Dr. Arfa Sayeda 
Zehra introduced her homeland 
Lahore in a video and invited more 
Chinese visitors and research-
ers to come and experience the 
charm of the city.

For “Pakistani Night,” Chinese 
Urdu poet Zhang Shixuan listed 
some poems of Pakistani poet Faiz 
Ahmad Faiz, and read relevant 
fragments, immersing readers 
in the mysterious charm of Urdu 
poetry.
Dr. Zhang Jiamei from Peking Uni-
versity shared a book Grandhara’s 
Smile which illustrates the tour of 
cultural relics in Pakistan.
Zulfiqar Ali, Second Secretary of 
Pakistani Embassy in China, Chi-
nese writer Shi Yifeng, and Urdu 
professor Zhou Yuan from Beijing 
Foreign Studies University also 
participated in the event.
BIBF is one of the major Asian 
events in the publishing indus-
try. The 28th event is co-host-
ed by the National Press and 
Publication Administration, the 
Ministry of Science and Tech-
nology, the Beijing municipal 
government and China National 
Publications Import and Export 
(Group) Co., Ltd.

Global reading festival held in Beijing
There is a saying in Pakistan that we can give up gold, but not China-Pakistan friendship. I believe that 
friendship derives from close contact between the people, it holds the key to sound state-to-state ties

Briefs
Ilham Aliyev 

congratulates 
Uzbek 

President
DNA

BAKU: Azerbaijani Presi-
dent Ilham Aliyev has con-
gratulated his Uzbek coun-
terpart Shavkat Mirziyoyev 
on Independence Day.
“On my own behalf and on 
behalf of the people of Azer-
baijan, I am happy to extend 
my sincerest congratula-
tions and best wishes to you 
and through you to all your 
people on the occasion of 
the 30th anniversary of the 
Independence Day of the 
brotherly Republic of Uz-
bekistan, he said.
Aliyev hailed the significant 
achievements in the so-
cio-economic development 
and other spheres in Uz-
bekistan under Mirziyoyev’s 
leadership over the past 
period. “The current state 
of Azerbaijan-Uzbekistan 
relations, based on mutual 
trust and support, is pleas-
ing. These relations are 
characterized by a high level 
of development of our polit-
ical, economic, and cultural 
ties,” Aliyev noted.
He expressed confidence 
that the Azerbaijani-Uzbek 
joint efforts made towards 
the further deepening of 
bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation will continue to 
serve the prosperity of the 
two nations.
The Azerbaijani leader 
wished brotherly everlast-
ing peace and prosperity.
 

Sri Lanka 
declares food 
emergency 

Foreign Desk

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka has 
declared a state of emer-
gency over food shortages 
as private banks run out of 
foreign exchange to finance 
imports.
With the country suffering 
a hard-hitting economic 
crisis, President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa on Tuesday said 
he has ordered emergency 
regulations to counter the 
hoarding of sugar, rice and 
other essential foods.
The regulations give wide 
powers to officials to seize 
food stocks held by traders, 
arrest people who hoard es-
sential food and for the gov-
ernment to fix controlled 
prices.
Rajapaksa has named a top 
army officer as Commis-
sioner General of Essential 
Services to coordinate the 
supply of paddy, rice, sugar 
and other consumer goods.
The move followed sharp 
price rises for sugar, rice, on-
ions and potatoes, while long 
queues have formed outside 
stores because of shortages 
of milk powder, kerosene oil 
and cooking gas despite the 
country being under a 16-day 
curfew until next Monday 
due to the increase in COV-
ID-19 cases.
Trade Minister Bandula Gu-
nawardena said some trad-
ers were hoarding stocks, 
resulting in shortages of 
food items and causing in-
convenience to the public.
The government has in-
creased penalties for food 
hoarding but the shortages 
come as the country of 21 
million battles a fierce coro-
navirus wave that is claiming 
more than 200 lives a day.
 

Six militants 
sentenced 
to death in 
Bangladesh 

Agencies 

DHAKA: A court in Bang-
ladesh has sentenced six 
members of a banned group 
to death and acquitted two 
others in connection with the 
murder of two LGBTQ rights 
activists five years ago.
Xulhaz Mannan was the edi-
tor of Bangladesh’s first and 
only gay rights magazine, 
Roopban. Mahbub Rabby 
Tonoy was his friend and as-
sociate.
The two were hacked to death 
at their apartment in capital 
Dhaka on April 25, 2016, by 
the men belonging to Ansar 
al-Islam, a group banned by 
the Bangladesh government 
the previous year. Officials 
say the group is a local affili-
ate of the al-Qaeda group.
Amid tight security on Tues-
day, Judge Md Majibur Rah-
man of the special anti-ter-
rorism tribunal pronounced 
the verdict in the presence 
of four of the eight accused 
in a packed courtroom in 
Dhaka.

Iran and Saudia expected 
to resume direct talks soon

“The Saudi counterpart said we’re waiting for the new government in Iran to be 
situated and we will resume our communications,” said Amirabdollahian

News Desk 

TEHRAN: Iran and Saudi Arabia appear 
to be ready to resume direct talks hosted 
by Iraq in the near future, Iranian state 
media reported.
Iran’s new Foreign Affairs Minister, Hossein 
Amirabdollahian, said during a late-night in-
terview on state television on Monday that 
he had spoken with his Saudi counterpart, 
Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud, at the regional 
summit hosted by Baghdad on Saturday.
“The Saudi counterpart said we’re waiting 
for the new government in Iran to be sit-
uated and we will resume our communica-
tions,” said Amirabdollahian.
The two regional rivals began secret talks 
hosted by Baghdad in April but the discus-
sions were temporarily halted pending the 

formation of President Ebrahim Raisi’s ad-
ministration.
Raisi’s cabinet gained a sweeping vote of 
confidence from Iran’s parliament days 
before last week’s Baghdad summit, which 
marked Amirabdollahian’s first trip as for-
eign minister.
Iran’s envoy to Baghdad also confirmed on 

Monday that a fourth round of talks with 
Saudi officials will be held soon.
“Iran has expressed its readiness for di-
alogue and peace and has extended its 
hand of help and assistance toward neigh-
bours and countries in the region,” Iraj 
Masjedi said.
The meeting, aimed at rallying support 

for Iraq was also a significant indicator of 
regional efforts to de-escalate tensions, 
marked the first time in more than five 
years that senior officials from Iran and Sau-
di Arabia attended the same event.
Riyadh and Tehran cut diplomatic ties in early 
2016 after the kingdom’s embassy in Tehran 
was stormed by a mob following the killing of 
a renowned Shia cleric in Saudi Arabia.
Tensions escalated after Saudi Arabia said it 
would support former US President Donald 
Trump’s “maximum pressure” campaign of 
harsh sanctions against Iran after his uni-
lateral withdrawal from the country’s 2015 
nuclear deal with world powers.
In 2019, US and Saudi officials said Iran 
was responsible for a missile and drone 
attack on the kingdom’s main oil facili-
ties, which temporarily knocked out half 
of its crude oil output.

Kazakhstan 
appoints new 
Minister of 

Defense

DNA

NUR-SULTAN: Murat 
B e k t a n o v 
has been 
appo in ted 
the new 
M i n i s t e r 
of Defense 
of Kazakh-
stan. By order of the head 
of state, Kasym-Zhomart 
Tokayev, Bektanov Murat 
Karibayevich was relieved 
of his post as First Depu-
ty Minister of Defense of 
Kazakhstan and appointed 
Minister of Defense of the 
republic.
The President of Kazakh-
stan earlier on Tuesday 
accepted the resignation of 
Defense Minister Nurlan 
Yermekbayev. Ermekbayev 
resigned after explosions at 
an ammunition depot in the 
Zhambyl region, which re-
sulted in human casualties.
The explosion took place 
in a military unit of the 
Zhambyl region in the south 
of Kazakhstan on August 
26. The area of the fire was 
almost 700 square meters. 
meters. More than 500 tons 
of TNT were stored on the 
territory of military ware-
houses, about 1.2 thousand 
people were evacuated from 
the fire zone.
As a result of the emergen-
cy, 15 people were killed, 
about 100 more were in-
jured, most of them were 
rescuers, military per-
sonnel, employees of the 
prosecutor’s office and the 
Ministry of Emergency Sit-
uations.
 

PNP launched 
in China to 

boost imports 
from Pak

	

Foreign Desk

URUMQI: A “VR Pakistan 
National Pavilion” was 
launched at the ongoing 
2021 Online (China) Eurasia 
Commodity and Trade Expo 
(EACT EXPO 2021) to show-
case Made-in-Pakistan prod-
ucts to the globe during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Gwadar 
Pro reported on Tuesday.
According to its operator 
UNI International Business 
Consultancy Co., Ltd., the VR 
pavilion is a permanent on-
line pavilion which includes 3 
theme areas, namely, Theme 
Area For The 70th Anniver-
sary Of The Establishment 
Of Diplomatic Relations Be-
tween China And Pakistan, 
Theme Area For Cooperation 
Between China And Paki-
stan, and Theme Area For 
Pakistani Speciality. “This 
national pavilion is connected 
with many e-commerce plat-
forms and an offline national 
pavilion,” explained Badar U 
Zaman, Commercial Counsel-
lor of Embassy of Pakistan in 
Beijing.
Ma Xiaoyan, Chairman of 
UNI International Business 
Consultancy Co., Ltd. and 
Senior Consultant to Paki-
stan-China Joint Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry, 
noted that by visiting the 
online pavilion, enterpris-
es and individuals from all 
around the world, especially 
Chinese, can truly under-
stand the unique charm of 
Pakistani products and spot 
opportunities in Pak-China 
cooperation and trade.

Azerbaijan, 
OSCE eye 
post-war 
situation

Foreign Desk

BAKU: Foreign Minister Jey-
hun Bayramov and the OSCE 
Minsk Group’s newly-appoint-
ed Russian co-chair, Igor 
Khovayev, have discussed the 
post-war regional situation 
and normalizing Azerbaija-
ni-Armenian ties, the Foreign 
Ministry reported on August 
30.
At the meeting held in Baku 
on August 30, Bayramov con-
gratulated the new co-chair on 
his appointment. Khovayev 
noted that his visit was of a 
familiarization nature.
The Azerbaijani foreign min-
ister briefed the Russian 
co-chair about the current 
regional situation, steps taken 
by Azerbaijan in the post-con-
flict period, the possibility of 
normalizing relations with Ar-
menia on the basis of interna-
tional law with the elimination 
of the occupation factor.
He said that the revanchist 
position displayed by Arme-
nia had no prospects. Bay-
ramov stressed the impor-
tance of the parties taking 
advantage of the opportuni-
ties for cooperation.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal minister for Finance and Revenue, Shaukat Tarin chairing the meeting of economic coordination committee of cabinet. – DNA 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Online meeting was 
held between Baku State University 
of Azerbaijan and Lahore University 
of Pakistan. Rectors of Baku State 
University of Azerbaijan and Lahore 
University of Pakistan and Azerbaijan 
Ambassador to Pakistan Khazar Far-
hadov, Pakistan Ambassador to Azer-
baijan Bilal Hayee were also present 
at the occasion. A Memorandum of 
Understanding was signed between 
Universities at the end of the meeting. 
Azerbaijan’s Ambassador to Khazar 
Farhadov appreciated this effort and 
hope that these type of initiatives will 
increase cooperation between both 
countries. “I was delighted to partici-
pate in the meeting and to be part of 
this important ceremony. I am confi-
dent that it will contribute to the fur-
ther strengthening of the educational 
ties between Azerbaijan and Pakistan, 
ambassador tweeted.  

Pakistan, Azerbaijan to increase 
educational relations

3,890 Azerbaijanis missing as a 
result of Armenian aggression

DNA

BAKU: A Baku-based joint 
conference held by the 
Foreign Ministry, the State 
Commission on Prison-
ers of War, Hostages and 
Missing People, and ADA 
University on August 30 fo-
cused on Azerbaijanis who 
went missing as a result 
of Armenia’s aggression 
against Azerbaijan.
Some 3,890 persons (3,171 
servicemen, 719 civilians) 
from Azerbaijan are still 
missing as a result of Arme-

nia’s aggression.
The event was attended 
by the heads of the For-
eign Ministry’s structural 
divisions and the heads 
of diplomatic missions ac-
credited in Azerbaijan. At 
the opening ceremony, the 
participants commemorat-
ed with a minute of silence 
those who were martyred 
as a result of the Armenian 
aggression.
In his opening speech, ADA 
University’s Vice-Rector 
Fariz Ismayilzade stressed 
the events organized by the 
university in connection 

with Karabakh’s post-con-
flict rehabilitation and re-
vival and the IDPs’ repatri-
ation to their lands.
He underlined the impor-
tance of the conference 
in terms of drawing the 
international community’s 
attention of the problem of 
missing people.
In his speech, Deputy For-
eign Minister Elnur Mam-
madov informed that through 
its aggressive policy, Arme-
nian had grossly violated the 
principles of international hu-
manitarian law.
Mammadov also spoke 

about Armenia’s wide-
spread use of the practice 
of captivating civilians, as 
well as the servicemen, its 
systematic policy of killing 
captives, legal aspects of 
issues in connection with 
missing people and coop-
eration in this context with 
international organizations.
Secretary of the State Com-
mission on Prisoners of 
War, Hostages and Missing 
People Ismayil Akhundov 
noted that Armenia com-
mitted such crimes against 
humanity as genocide and 
ethnic cleansing.

ECC approves funds 
for RHC liabilities

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Eco-
nomic Coordination 
Committee (ECC) of the 
Cabinet here on Tuesday 
approved funds to meet 
emergent liabilities of the 
Roosevelt Hotel Corpora-
tion (RHC) including pay-
ment of local taxes and 
utilities.
The summary for funds 
was presented by the Avi-
ation Division before ECC, 
the meeting of which was 
presided over by the Fed-
eral Minister for Finance 
and Revenue, Shaukat 

Tarin, according to press 
statement issued by the 
Finance Ministry.
According to the state-
ment, PIA-IL requested 
the ECC to utilize US$10 
million available with the 
National Bank of Pakistan 
to clear the immediate fi-
nancial liabilities.
The ECC approved the 
summary with a direction 
to exercise due diligence 
in meeting emergent liabil-
ities and submit utilization 
report, before the forum, 
regarding funding support 
by the government duly 
verified by the external au-
ditors of the entity.

EU inflation 
surges 3% in 

August
BRUSSELS: Consumer pric-
es in the eurozone are pro-
jected to rise in August to 
3% higher than the Europe-
an Central Bank’s 2% target, 
the bloc’s statistics office an-
nounced on Tuesday.
Among the main components 
of euro-area inflation, energy 
is expected to have had the 
greatest annual rate in April 
with 15.4%, compared to 
14.3% in July, according to the 
flash estimate by Eurostat.
This was followed by non-en-
ergy industrial goods (2.7%, 
compared with 0.7% in July); 
food, alcohol, and tobacco 
(2%, compared with 1.6% in 
July); and services (1.1%, com-
pared with 0.9% in July). In 
August, the highest complete 
set of harmonized indices of 
consumer prices (HICP) rate 
was posted by Estonia at 5%, 
while Malta saw the lowest 
with 0.3%. – Agencies



Briefs
PM launches 

NADRA 
mobile App.

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan on Tuesday 
launched the National Data-
base and Registration Au-
thority’s (NADRA) “Pak-ID” 
mobile application which 
will capture biometrics 
and scan documents using 
smartphones. 
According to a press release 
by NADRA, the mobile 
app is meant to facilitate 
citizens applying for the 
National ID card, using the 
Pak-ID portal. 
The prime minister applaud-
ed Chairman NADRA Tariq 
Malik’s innovative idea of 
the mobile app which is a 
step towards implementing 
the PM’s vision of inclusive 
registration and a digital 
Pakistan, the press release 
added. 
The statement further said 
that with the introduction 
of the NADRA Pak-ID app, 
Pakistan has become a trail-
blazer in the ID Manage-
ment Industry. 
The app captures biomet-
rics — fingerprints, facial 
recognition — and scans 
documents needed for the 
processing of citizens’ ID 
cards and documents.

Staff Report

TAFTAN: UNODC Country Office 
Pakistan (COPAK) handed over the 
newly constructed building of a Vic-
tim Reception and Facilitation Cen-
tre (VRFC) to the Federal Investi-
gation Agency (FIA) in Taftan. The 
facility was handover to Mr. Abdul 
Hameed Bhutto, Director FIA Ba-
lochistan by Mr. Altaf Bajwa on 
behalf of Dr. Jeremy Milsom, Rep-
resentative UNODC COPAK. Mr. 
Bajwa has been supervising this 
project as the lead engineer since 
the construction began in 2019.
Funded by the Ministry of Justice, 
Government of Norway, this facili-
ty has assisted the FIA in handling 
thousands of deportees – being 
handed over by the Iranian au-
thorities from time to time. These 
include the victims of human traf-
ficking and migrant smuggling 

(HTMS), who illegally cross into 
Iran, in their quest to migrate to 
Europe via Turkey. This project 
had evolved consequent to signing 
of a memorandum of understand-
ing (MOU) between the FIA and 
UNODC COPAK during 2016. The 
VRFC has also enhanced capacity 

of the FIA to assist the victims of 
HTMS as per international best 
practices focusing human rights 
and gender sensitivities. The facil-
ity encompasses accommodation 
for housing of 100 deportees and 
their referral to service providers 
in Quetta for further assistance.

Another important aspect of the 
VRFC Taftan is that it embeds 
a conference room of the Coun-
ter-narcotics (CN) Border Liaison 
Office (BLO), under funding sup-
port by the Government of Japan. 
Establishment of a CN BLO in Taf-
tan had been agreed between the 

Governments of Pakistan and Iran, 
under the framework of UNODC-fa-
cilitated Triangular Initiative (TI). 
Hence, its establishment has paved 
the way for promoting domes-
tic and regional CN cooperation 
against drug trafficking – that em-
anates from Afghanistan and heads 
towards Europe, with Pakistan and 
Iran as the main transit countries.
UNODC COPAK is supporting 
the Government of Pakistan, in 
addressing various existing and 
emerging transnational organized 
crime (TOC) under its broad-based 
Country Programme in Pakistan 
(2016-2021). This construction pro-
ject has been completed under the 
framework of UNODC COPAK’s 
Subprogramme 1 (Illicit Traffick-
ing and Border Management), 
that supports the Pakistani border 
LEAs in improving their integrat-
ed response against illicit HTMS, 
drug trafficking and other TOC.

UNODC hands over victim facilitation center to FIA

Pakistan to launch national
 911 emergency helpline 

PM Imran directed the authorities concerned to remove all obstacles in 
the commencement of service as soon as possible to curb crime in the country, 

according to the Prime Minister Office
Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: In a bid to curb crimes in 
the country and ensure a timely action 
against the criminals, the government is 
all set to launch Universal Pakistan Emer-
gency Helpline (PEHEL) -911 in the first 
week of October 2021.
Presiding over a meeting on the establish-
ment of Universal Pakistan Emergency 
Helpline (PEHEL) -911, PM Imran directed 
the authorities concerned to remove all ob-
stacles in the commencement of service as 
soon as possible to curb crime in the coun-
try, according to the Prime Minister Office.
The meeting was attended by Home Minis-
ter Sheikh Rashid Ahmed, SAPM Dr Shah-
baz Gill, Home Secretary, Chairman Paki-
stan Telecommunication Authority (PTA), 
Chairman Nadra, Chief Commissioner Is-
lamabad, DG National Telecommunication 
Corporation (NTC), DG National Informa-
tion Technology Board (NITB) and other 
officers concerned attended.
During the meeting, the prime minister 

was apprised of the update on the estab-
lishment of PEHEL -911. The prime min-
ister was informed that all necessary work 
including inter-provincial liaison has been 
completed and the helpline will be ready 
for regular opening by the first week of Oc-

tober 2021.
PM Imran stressed that the protection of 
life and property of the people is the pri-
mary responsibility of the government. 
He hoped that the launch of this helpline 
would help ensure peace and security in 

the country as it would enable timely ac-
tion against crime.
It ‘pained’ him to see Minar-e-Pakistan in-
cident: PM Imran 
Earlier on August 25, Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan had said it “pained” him to see 
the Minar-e-Pakistan incident in which 
hundreds of men assaulted a woman on In-
dependence Day, and called it a source of 
“shame” for the country.
“The Minar-e-Pakistan incident, when I 
saw it, I was ashamed, it pained me to see 
it,” he said.
“No one could have imagined such an in-
cident taking place [in Pakistan] when 
I was growing up,” PM Imran Khan had 
said, during an event in Lahore, where he 
stressed on educating the country’s youth 
in line with Islamic teachings.
“The downfall that we are witnessing is be-
cause our children are not being educated 
in the right manner. This is not a part of 
our culture and neither of our religion,” he 
had said, referring to the behaviour that 
was displayed by the mob, at the Greater 
Iqbal Park in Lahore on August 14.

Funded by the Ministry of Justice, Government of Norway, this facility has assisted the FIA in handling 
thousands of deportees – being handed over by the Iranian authorities from time to time

DG ISPR 
pays tribute 
to martyrs

ISLAMABAD: Director 
General Inter Services Pub-
lic Relations (DG ISPR) Ma-
jor General Babar Iftikhar 
on Tuesday paid tributes 
to the martyrs, ghazis and 
their loved ones for indomi-
table national spirit, patriot-
ism and valour for rendering 
sacrifices to safeguard the 
motherland.
The DG took to microblog-
ging website Twitter to 
share a special tribute video 
depicting the martyrs and 
their families showing in-
surmountable resolve to de-
fend the country at all costs 
which is the fifth one in the 
series showing different life 
accounts of the families of 
martyrs and ghazis with the 
title “Defence& Martyrs’ 
Day.”
He wrote on his official 
account, “Salute to the 
martyrs, ghazis and all of 
the relatives belonging to 
them. Martyrs of Pakistan, 
our pride.” The tweet was 
followed by hashtags #6Sep-
tember #ShuhadaKoSalam.
Earlier, the ISPR DG in his 
news conference announced 
that this year’s Defence and 
Martyrs’ Day theme was 
“Our martyrs our pride, 
salute to all the relatives 
belonging to the ghazis and 
shaheeds.” He said the cere-
mony for this year would be 
held under strict COVID-19 
protocols with full national 
zeal and fervour. – APP
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Germany ready to support the 
Afghan people: FM Maas

Ansar M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: The German 
Foreign Minister Heiko Maas 
has expressed his gratitude 
to Pakistan for playing a sig-
nificant role in evacuation of 
foreign nationals including 
Germans from Kabul.
Addressing a joint news con-
ference in Islamabad on Tues-
day along with his Pakistani 
counterpart after delegation 
level talks, he said Germany 
stands ready to support the 
neighboring countries of Af-
ghanistan experiencing the 
impact of Afghan situation.  
He said his country will not 
abandon them in facing the 
challenges. He said we have 
already provided one hundred 
million euros in humanitarian 
assistance and five hundred 
million euros have also been 
pledged for various projects 
in neighboring countries of 
Afghanistan. He said Germa-
ny is closely coordinating with 
Pakistan on Afghan issue as 
well as bilateral relations. 
Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi urged 
the world community to 
stay engaged with Afghani-
stan for peace and stability 
there. The Foreign Minister 
warned against repeating 
mistakes of the past saying 

abandoning Afghanistan is 
not an option as it will have 
serious consequences.
Shah Mahmood Qureshi said 
the world should remain vig-
ilant   of spoilers in Afghani-
stan. He said the internation-
al community has to discern 
between those standing for 
peace and the spoilers.
The Foreign Minister said Pa-
kistan has been hosting over 
three million Afghan refugees 
for decades. We have been 

providing them with educa-
tion and health care facilities 
as well as livelihood oppor-
tunities. He emphasized the 
need for creating such an 
environment in Afghanistan 
so that the need for another 
exodus does not arise again.
Commenting on the collapse 
of Ghani government, Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi said they 
were not speaking the truth 
on the actual situation in 
Afghanistan. He said Ashraf 

Ghani finally fled along with 
his aides and colleagues.
Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
said recent statements 
made by the Taliban are en-
couraging and positive. He 
said they will have to act on 
the pronouncements and re-
spect the human rights and 
international norms.
As regards bilateral rela-
tions, Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi expressed 
the desire to further deepen 
relations with Germany in dif-
ferent fields.
He said both the countries 
have planned a number of 
activities to celebrate seven-

ty years of establishment of 
diplomatic relations this year.  
He pointed out that Germany 
has been an important in-
vestor in Pakistan and there 
are opportunities to further 
enhance trade and promote 
relations in the areas of re-
newable energy, Information 
Technology, Housing, electric 
vehicles etc.  He said there 
are also opportunities for 
German investors in Special 
Economic Zones being estab-
lished under the CPEC.
The Foreign Minister also ex-
pressed satisfaction over the 
defense cooperation between 
the two countries.

Foreign Minister Qureshi warns against repeating mistakes of the past 
saying abandoning Afghanistan is not an option

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Ministers of Pakistan 
and Germany posing for a picture at the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs. – DNA

Pakistan to open 
consulate in Munich

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi on Tuesday announced to open the country’s 
consulate general in Germany’s city Munich. 
“We will soon inaugurate the Consulate General of Pa-
kistan in Munich and are working to establish Iqbal-
Goethe Center in Heidelberg,” the foreign minister 
said in a tweet, following his announcement at a joint 
press conference with Foreign Minister Heiko Maas.
Foreign Minister Qureshi said, “Bilaterally, we deeply 
value our longstanding relations with Germany, now 
in our 70th year of friendship”. He said Pakistan at-
tached high value to its relations with Germany and 
underscored the resolve to comprehensively upgrade 
the overall relationship. The year 2021 marks the 
70th anniversary of establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions between Pakistan and Germany. – DNA

People traveling abroad can 
get COVID booster jab

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Na-
tional Health Services has said that 
individuals travelling abroad can get 
a COVID booster jab across Pakistan 
from tomorrow.
According to the eligibility criteria, 
issued by the National Command and 
Operation Centre, every individual of 
12 years and above, with the manda-
tory requirement of a specific vaccine, 
will be able to get additional dose(s) 
after showing valid travel documents 
and evidence of the intended travel.
The individuals will be required to sub-

mit a copy of this evidence at the rele-
vant vaccination centre. The criteria also 
covers the categories of travellers which 
may be inoculated with the booster jab. 
These categories include workers go-
ing abroad for employment, students 
going abroad for enrolment at edu-
cational institutes, Pakistani citizens 
who reside in other countries and re-
quire evidence of specific mandatory 
vaccine for their return to the country 
of residence, those who travel for busi-
ness or official purposes, and tourists 
and Hajj or Umrah pilgrims.
As per the guidelines, the fee of the 
booster dose of vaccines is Rs1,270 
per dose, which can be deposited at 

any National Bank of Pakistan branch.
“The cost, Rs 1,270 per dose, will be 
deposited in NBP (as specified by M/o 
NHSR&C) in in the Head of Account; 
C-Non-Tax Revenue, C02-Receipts 
from Civil Administration and other 
functions, C027-Community Services, 
Receipts; and C02721-Sale proceeds of 
sera and vaccines,” read the guidelines.
The guidelines further state that 
dedicated vaccination centres will be 
nominated in major cities for the ad-
ministration of booster doses only. 
Travellers present in Islamabad can 
get the vaccine booster shots from 
the vaccination centre at Rural Health 
Center Tarlai.

PAF releases 
documentary

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan Air 
Force has released a docu-
mentary comprising eight 
short episodes in connec-
tion with Defence Day. The 
documentary is a tribute 
to the bravery and courage 
of the valiant air worriors 
of PAF who, during the air 
battle of 1965, displayed un-
paralleled professionalism 
and bravery to defend the 
homeland.

7 Taliban 
killed in 
Panjshir 
clashes

DNA
KABUL: A spokesperson for 
National Resistance Forces, 
a group loyal to Ahmad Mas-
soud, says fighting occurred 
on the western entrance to 
the valley where the Taliban 
attacked NRF positions.
Taliban forces have clashed 
with militia fighters in the 
Panjshir valley north of the 
Afghan capital Kabul, with at 
least seven killed, two mem-
bers of the main anti-Taliban 
opposition group said.
FahimDashti, a spokesman 
for the National Resistance 
Forces, a group loyal to lo-
cal leader Ahmad Massoud, 
said the fighting occurred on 
Monday night on the west-
ern entrance to the valley 
where the Taliban attacked 
NRF positions.
He said the attack, which 
may have been a probe to 
test the valley’s defences, 
was repulsed with eight 
Taliban killed and a similar 
number wounded, while two 
members of the NRF forces 
were wounded.
“Last night, the Taliban at-
tacked Panjshir, but were 
defeated with 7 dead and 
several wounded,” Bismil-
lahMohammadi, a member 
of the resistance movement 
who served as a minister un-
der exiled President Ashraf 
Ghani, said in a tweet.
“They retreated with heavy 
casualties.”
Since the fall of Kabul on 
August 15, the Panjshir has 
been the only province to 
hold out against the Taliban, 
although there has also been 
fighting in neighbouring-
Baghlan province between 
Taliban and local militia forc-
es. It was not immediately 
possible to reach a Taliban 
spokesman for comment.
Massoud, son of the former 
anti-Soviet mujahideen com-
mander Ahmad Shah Mas-
soud, has established him-
self in the Panjshir valley 
with a force of several thou-
sand, made up of local mili-
tias and remnants of army 
and special forces units.

Shehbaz says 
national govt 
idea was his 

‘personal 
view’

News Desk

KARACHI: Shehbaz Sharif, 
the opposition leader in 
the National Assembly, has 
clarified that the idea of a 
national government was 
his “personal view”, and 
not of the Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N), 
according to his party’s 
spokesperson.
Shehbaz on Monday float-
ed the idea of a national 
government to steer the 
country out of troubled wa-
ters because no single party 
could single-handedly take 
on the challenges faced by 
Pakistan. He was speaking 
during a meeting with the 
representatives of media 
bodies in Karachi.
PML-N spokesperson 
Marriyum Aurangzeb 
said in a statement that 
Shehbaz Sharif had made 
a “passing remark” that 
if the people of Pakistan 
again elected the PML-N 
to power in the next elec-
tions, “in his personal 
view he would not mind 
inviting other political 
parties, excluding PTI, to 
contribute towards solving 
the massive crisis created 
by the Imran Khan govern-
ment over their disastrous 
tenure in government”.

Erdogan holds call 
with UAE leaders 

ANKARA: Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has 
spoken by phone with the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
de facto ruler, Abu Dhabi 
Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, in a 
new sign of improving ties be-
tween the regional rivals.
A statement released by Er-
dogan’s office on Tuesday 

said: “Relations between the 
countries and regional issues 
were discussed in the talks”.
The UAE’s state news agency 
WAM said both leaders dis-
cussed “the prospects of rein-
forcing the relations between 
the two nations in a way that 
serves their common inter-
ests and their two peoples”.
The statements came two 
weeks after the Turkish presi-
dent said, during a rare meet-
ing with UAE NSA Sheikh 
Tahnoun bin Zayed Al Nahy-
an, that the two countries had 
made progress in improving 
relations. – Agencies

Drone 
attack on 

KSA wounds 
several

Pakistan MoFA 
condemns attack

DNA

RIYADH: A bomb-laden 
drone has targeted an airport 
in southwestern Saudi Ara-
bia, wounding eight people 
and damaging a civilian plane, 
Saudi state television report-
ed, the latest assault on the 
kingdom amid its grinding 
war in neighbouring Yemen.
There was no immediate 
claim of responsibility for 
the attack on Tuesday, the 
second such strike on Abha 
airport in the last 24 hours.
The earlier attack, blamed 
on Yemen’s Iran-backed Shia 
Houthi rebels, scattered 
shrapnel across the tarmac 
but caused no casualties.
The Saudi-led military coali-
tion fighting the Houthis in 
Yemen did not elaborate on 
the assault or provide details 
about those hurt, beyond say-
ing that its forces had “inter-
cepted” the explosive drone.
The attack comes just days 
after missiles and drones 
smashed into a key military 
base in Yemen’s south, killing 
at least 30 Saudi-backed Yem-
eni troops and marking one 
of the deadliest attacks in the 
country’s years-long civil war. 
No one claimed responsibility 
for the strike, which bore the 
hallmarks the Iranian-sup-
ported rebels.
Pakistan has strongly con-
demned the recent attempt 
by the Houthi militants to 
target Abha International 
Airport in Saudi Arabia, 
which was intercepted by 
the Coalition forces.
In a statement on Tuesday, 
Foreign Office Spokesper-
son Asim Iftikhar Ahmad 
said unfortunately the inci-
dent caused several injuries 
and damage to a civilian 
plane. We wish speedy re-
covery to those injured in 
the incident. He said we call 
for immediate cessation of 
these attacks that violate 
the international law and 
threaten peace and securi-
ty of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia and the region. The 
Foreign Office Spokesperson 
said Pakistan reaffirms its 
full support and solidarity 
with the brotherly Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia against any 
threat to its sovereignty and 
territorial integrity.

UN 
committed 

to staying in 
Afghanistan

GENEVA: UN humanitar-
ians have reiterated that 
they fully intend to stay 
and deliver to those in need 
in Afghanistan, as mostly 
Western governments com-
pleted their pullout from the 
country.
Spokesperson Jens Laerke 
from the UN humanitarian 
affairs office (OCHA) said 
on Tuesday that operations 
were continuing, and that 
the UN had already helped 
eight million people this 
year alone.
But he warned that the $1.3 
billion funding requirement 
had not been met and that 
there was a lack of supplies 
in the now Taliban-con-
trolled nation. – APP


