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Shehbaz
warns of
dengue

ABID Raza

LAHORE: Pakistan Muslim

) = League-

'3 3y Nawaz
(PML-N)
President
. Shehbaz Sha-
Sl 3 rif said  that
the danger posed by dengue
to the lives of the people is
becoming more and more se-
rious. In a statement issued
from Lahore, Shehbaz said
that the rulers were negligent.
Dengue is very deadly, the re-
sult of negligence will be the
loss of precious lives. He said
that the government can save
the people from this deadly
virus by adopting preventive
measures including dengue
dashboard made during PML-
N’s govt. He said that there
is a complete system, trained
staff and procedures in place
to deal with dengue.

Pakistan
rejects false
Indian claims

SAIFULLAH
ISLAMABAD:

S

i

Foreign
Office  has
rejected as
baseless and
misleading
some media

. v posts from
Indian journalists attribut-
ing the cancellation of the
proposed informal SAARC
Ministerial meeting on the
sidelines of the UN Gener-
al Assembly, to Pakistan.
In a statement, Foreign
Office Spokesperson Asim
Iftikhar Ahmad said this is
yet another example of fake
news pedaled by India and
propagated by its pliant me-
dia to mislead the interna-
tional community.

Security
demands
economic
stability

STaFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: National Se-
curity  Advi-
sor  (NSA)
Moeed Yusuf
said on
Wednesday
the econom-
ic stability and are inter-
linked on a deeper level and
expressed the need to main-
tain ties with central asian
republics. We need to better
and further our relations
with the central asian coun-
tries, Mooed Yusuf said on
Wednesday while address-
ing media. The Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan is resolute
to transform Pakistan into a
welfare state on the model
of Medina, the NSA said.
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India behind
cancellation

of NZ tour

Cancellation of New Zealand Team’s
tour is a result of fifth generation hybrid
war against Pakistan, says Fawad

" Afghanistan says

want to host Pak
cricket team

News Desk / DNA

KABUL: Newly appointed Afghanistan
cricket chairman Azizullah Fazli said on
Wednesday he would visit Pakistan later
this week to invite the side for a one-day
series. The war-torn nation has steadily
risen in international cricket over the past
few years, with stars such as the world’s
top spinner Rashid Khan, but there have
been calls for a boycott of the men’s team
after the Taliban’s takeover last month.

The change of government has called into
question the future of Afghanistan’s partic-
ipation in Test matches, as under Interna-
tional Cricket Council regulations, nations
must also have an active women’s team.
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ANSAR BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information and
Broadcasting Chaudhary Fawad Hussain has re-
gretted that a fake threat alert was created from
India to get the New Zealand tour of Pakistan
cancelled. Chaudhry Fawad Hussain said that
cancellation of New Zealand Cricket Team’s
tour of Pakistan was result of fifth generation
hybrid war against Pakistan as fake news was
generated by India to scuttle the tour. Address-
ing a joint press conference along with Min-
ister for Interior Sheikh Rashid Ahmed here,

Continued on Page 06 Continued on Page 06

COAS Inaugurates
latest CIADBAM

Army Chief wants greater synchronisation to
tackle complex future battle field challenges

“sfed the COAS regarding Air De-
DNA oattle management procedures
RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army

:;omplete functioning of newly
CIADBAM, said an Inter Ser-

(COAS) General Qamar Jave

jwa on Wednesday inaugu

>ublic Relations (ISPR) media
received here. Commending

state-of-the-art Center of In-__ = in Army Air Defence which has

tegrated Air Defence Battle gressed phenomenally over the

Management  (CIADBAM) . -

and said there was need forl R

; . ears and was ready to take on
greater cooperation, integration and syn-

S any misadventure by enemy in
aerial frontiers of Pakistan, the COAS appre-
chronisation to tackle complex and fluid
future battle field challenges.

ciated their professionalism, expressing com-
plete satisfaction on operational readiness.
Commander Army Air Defence Command,
Lieutenant General Hamood Uz Zaman

/

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Sadiq Sanjrani presenting a souvenir to

GSP plus status extended
with 6 new conventions

The new conventions pertain to greater accessibility
for people with physical disability, the eradication
of child labour, and environmental safety

FM discusses bilateral

CENTRELINE REPORT

BRUSSELS: Pakistan’s
Generalised  Scheme  of
Preferences (GSP+) status
was extended by the Eu-
ropean Union on Tuesday,
with six new conventions
introduced. According to a
statement by the European
Commission, the new con-
ventions pertain to greater
accessibility for people with
physical disability, the erad-
ication of child labour, and
environmental safety.

The Commission, which re-
viewed the status of several

ALl FUuroaN

NEW YORK: Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah
Mahmood Qureshi met with Mr. Josep Borrell, the
High Representative of the European Union (EU) for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy on the sidelines
of UN General Assembly in New York on Wednesday.

Views were exchanged on the latest developments in
Afghanistan and bilateral cooperation between the
two sides. Foreign Minister Qureshi stressed that
Afghanistan was at a cross-roads and that a peaceful
and stable Afghanistan was of crucial importance for

Continued on Page 06
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\_  Ambassador of Azerbaijan to Pakistan Khazar Farhadov. —DNA )
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan in a meeting with members of Pakistan cricket team. — DNA

French

envoy to
return
to US

Macron and Biden
will meet at the
end of October

in Europe

WEeB DEsk

PARIS: France will send
its ambassador back to
Washington next week af-
ter French President Em-
manuel Macron and Pres-
ident Joe Biden agreed in
a phone call Wednesday
to meet next month over
a submarine dispute. The
two heads of state “have
decided to open a process
of in-depth consultations,
aimed at creating the con-
ditions for ensuring con-
fidence,” the Elysee and
the White House said in
a joint statement. Macron
and Biden will meet at the
end of October in Europe,
the statement said.

In an unprecedented
move, France recalled
its ambassador after the
U.S., Australia and Brit-
ain announced a new In-
do-Pacific defense deal
last week. As part of the
pact, Australia will cancel
a multibillion-dollar con-
tract to buy diesel-electric
French submarines and
acquire U.S. nuclear-pow-
ered vessels instead.

The French ambassador
will “have intensive work
with senior U.S. officials”
after his return to the
United States, the state-
ment said.

Biden and Macron agreed
“that the situation would
have benefitted from open
consultations among al-
lies on matters of strate-
gic interest to France and
our European partners,”
it said. Biden “conveyed
his ongoing commitment
in that regard.” Biden re-
affirmed in the statement
“the strategic importance
of French and European
engagement in the In-
do-Pacific region.”

other countries along with
Pakistan, said talks will con-

‘In the latest review, Pa-
kistan’s individual status
was not discussed,” it said,
adding that the discussion
revolved around “new con-
ditions” in GSP Plus, which
include the six new afore-
mentioned conventions.

It was observed that Pa-
kistan has made consid-
erable progress when it
comes to labour laws and
tackling climate change —

Continued on Page 06
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\chief guest of final exercise was Azerbai-

PM urges world to
Incentivize Taliban

— Says Taliban came into power after 20 years
of civil power, so they require some time

PM Khan gives tips to
national cricket team

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan on Wednes-
day advised the national cricket team to inculcate a
team spirit, adopt aggressive posturing and play with
a sole passion to win. The prime minister, who had
captained Pakistan’s 1992 World Cup wining team,
met the national cricket team here and gave tips to
become a successful cricketer while sharing his suc-
cess story. Special Assistant to PM Dr Shahbaz Gill,
Senator Faisal Javed and Chairman of Pakistan Crick-
et Board Ramiz Raja also attended the meeting. The
prime minister believed that Allah had defined truth-
fulness and honesty as the principles of success.

Three Brothers military -
exercise ends in Baku

Peace mission exercises opened in Russia

BAKU; Trilateral Exercise jan Minister of Defence
Three Brothers 2021 Zakir Hasanov. Also in
culminated at Baku, Azer- attendance were Services
baijan. Special forces of Chief of Azerbaijan, Com-
Pakistan, Turkey and Azer- mander of Special Forces
baijan participated in the Azerbaijan, General Hik-
exercise. The two weeks mat Mirzayev along with
long exercise was focused observers from Kazakh-
on the capability to coun- Sl & y ) ¥ . stan and Major General
ter regional terrorism threats in a hybrid Mumtaz Hussain From Pakistan. The au-
scenario, fostering combined force interop-  gust gathering witnessed final phase of joint
erability, joint force integration and enhance  training that included live fire of different
capabilities in amphibious operations. The

J

AGENCIES

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan has urged
the international com-
munity to seize the great
opportunity for bringing
stability in Afghanistan by
supporting,  encouraging
and incentivizing the Talib-
an government so that they
could fulfill their promises.
He further stressed that the
international  community
must realize the situation
in Afghanistan which could

Continued on Page 06
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Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 0334-5421812

Airlines
TurkishAirlines......8494949

o

Emergency
Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police  Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi......... 9270601-20

Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIACargo............... 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA....ooiiiriis 9281092

Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666
O Ay
gy
B
P Ga TR

*lﬁ :
Departments
9221334-43
9208301-04

........... 9250360-6
....................... 5555864
....................... 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3

5

Complaints

Water Tanker Service
E-7,F10 &F-11......9204654
G-5,G-6,G-7,G-8....9203883
G9, G110, G111, G112,
[ < TR 9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Islamabad
Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224
Potohar Town......... 9209224
Rawal Town............. 5773343

Wasa Water Tank

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125

Industrial zones, RRP

The minister says that he will talk to the Prime Minister regardinc? early

construction
™~

ZUBAIR AHMAD

RAWALPINDI: A delegation of Rawalpindi
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (RCCI)
led by President Mohammad Nasir Mirza
called on Federal Minister for Planning, De-
velopment and Special Initiatives Asad Umar
in Islamabad. The delegation included newly
elected President Nadeem Rauf, Senior Vice
President Osman Ashraf, and Vice President
Shahraiz Malik. Talking to the delegation,
Federal Minister Asad Umar said that the gov-
ernment was pursuing a comprehensive poli-
cy to control the COVID -19. In cities where
the number of vaccinated people is higher and
the rate of Corona cases are lower, the COVID
restrictions will be gradually relaxed.

In Rawalpindi, more than 36 per cent of its
eligible population are fully vaccinated and

of industrial zones

P
b

along Rawalpindi Ring Roa

i! bl

54pc have received at least one jab, whereas
in Islamabad it is 55% and 74% respectively.
Complaints regarding uploading of data at
vaccination centers in Rawalpindi will be ad-
dressed. The minister said that he will talk to
the Prime Minister regarding early construc-
tion of industrial zones along Rawalpindi
Ring Road. Nasir Mirza, President Rawalpin-
di Chamber, briefed the Federal Minister on
the ongoing activities of the Chamber.

He said that the ring road project was
pending and work on it should be started
immediately and industrial zones should
be set up as per masterplan. Setting up in-
dustrial zones will accelerate trade activi-
ties and promote local industry, he added.
He appreciated the services of the NCOC
in controlling the corona spread and also
lauded its efforts for the availability of
vaccines across Pakistan.

PRCS, IFRC hold meeting
with envoys, diplomats

Abrar ul Haqg says PRCS is serving the suffering humanity to
the best of its capability and without any discrimination

of Missions of Kingdom of
Netherlands, UAE, China
and senior representatives
from the embassies of Unit-
ed States, British High Com-
mission, Canada, Turkey,

KHAYYAM ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Red
Crescent Society (PRCS)
and the International Feder-

ation of the Red Cross Red
Crescent Societies (IFRC)
hosted a breakfast meeting
with the diplomatic commu-
nity at a local hotel here on
Wednesday.

The meeting was attended
by ambassadors and rep-
resentatives from 12 coun-
tries including the Ambas-
sador of Denmark Mr. Lis

Japan, Belgium, Norway and
European Commission Di-
rectorate-General for ECHO.
Chairman PRCS, Abrar-
ul-Hag, Regional Director
IFRC Asia Pacific, Mr. Alex-
ander Matheou, PRCS Vice
Chairman, Mr. Asif Bajwa,
members of managing body,
Dr. Irshad Muhammad,
Syed HashimA.Hassan, Dr.

Brig. (Rtd.) Dr. Mowadat
Hussain Rana, Secretary
General PRCS Dr. Adeel
Nawaz, HOD IFRC in Pa-
kistan Peter (Piwi) Ophoff,
PRCS and IFRC officers,
and volunteers were also
present on the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion
PRCS Chairman Abrar ul
Haq said that PRCS is serv-
ing the suffering humanity to
the best of its capability and
without any discrimination.
He said PRCS had expanded
its door-to-door mobile vac-
cination campaign against

spread of the pandemic in
the country adding that the
state-of-the-art Red Crescent
Corona Care Hospital was
set up within a record period
of 15 days and it was inau-
gurated by Prime Minister
Imran Khan. He said it was a
matter of great honor for the
PRCS that the RCCH was
designated by the govern-
ment as a Mass Vaccination
Centre. “More than 300,000
people had been vaccinated
so far from PRCS static units
and door to door vaccination
campaign”, he added.

Abrar ul Haq said that the
Muhafiz Force set up by
the PRCS helped vulnerable
segments of the society and
provided food to 9 lac fam-
ilies during the campaign
as well as raised awareness
among the people on adher-
ence to safety and security
SOPs devised by the govern-
ment. He said PRCS would
soon launch Red Crescent
Corp and students of edu-
cational institutions will be
trained under this initiative
to render First Aid services

President calls for
training of students,
volunteers to tackle

natural calamities

The President said that enhanced
cooperation between IFRC and
PRCS was essential to ensure
tlmegl help of the people
affected by natural calamities

ISLAMABAD: President ... Dr. Arif Alvi on
Wednesday stressed n the need of
training the coun- ry’s  students
and volunteers to tackle  natural
calamities in an ap- ;7 » [ propriate  way.
He was talking to | ~ (Regional Direc-
tor of the Interna- | | tional Federation
of Red Cross and ~ Red Crescent
Societies  (IFRC) . Alexander Mat-
thews, who y called on him
here. Chairman
Paki- stan Red
Cres- cent So-
ciety (PRCS)
Abrar- ‘uI-Haq
w a s also

present in the meeting. The President said that en-
hanced cooperation between IFRC and PRCS was es-
sential to ensure timely help of the people affected by
natural calamities. He said that Pakistan Red Crescent
Society played an important role in providing health fa-
cilities to people during the COVID-19 pandemic. The
President said that the government’s successful poli-
cy of smart lockdown during the COVID-19 pandemic
helped keeping the situation under control. The gov-
ernment also allocated special funds to provide relief
to the weaker segment of the society during the pan-
demic, he added. The President appreciated the PRCS

Rosenholm, Deputy Head Pervaiz

GhaffarRajwani,

Covid-19, to contain the

to vulnerable communities.

and IFRC for providing assistance to the government.

( Cantt )
residents
advised to
pay taxes

STAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI:  Rawalpindi
Cantonment Board (RCB)
on Wednesday advised the
residents to pay taxes till
September 30 and get 5
percent special concession
announced for the tax pay-
ers. According to a RCB
spokesman, the Board has
also made special arrange-
ments to facilitate the tax
payers and on Sept 25, Sat-
urday, the Cantt Board, Na-
tional Bank Booth would be
opened during 9 AM to 2
PM to collect property and
other taxes. He also thanked
the management of the bank
for their cooperation. In this
regard, Cantt Board Reve-
nue staff would also remain
present in their offices on
Saturday to facilitate the
\tax payers, he added. )

at the Institute of Strategic Studies in Federal Capital. — DNA

*100 years of CPC: Best example of selfess service”

S. M. Hali underlined that CPC is a progressive party, which is not mired in archaic
traditions and rules which are outdated

DNA

ISLAMABAD: China-Pakistan Study Centre
(CPSC) at the Institute of Strategic Studies
Islamabad (ISSI) organized a book launch
event titled, “Hundred Years of the Commu-
nist Party of China — The best example of
selfless service” authored by S. M. Hali on
September 22, 2021. Various distinguished
national and international experts attended
the book launch event. In his welcome re-
marks, Ambassador Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry,
Director General ISSI, congratulated author
for producing a timely book. He lauded Mr.
Hali for his various works, and roles includ-
ing as an anchor. Ambassador Chaudhry un-
derscored that during hundred years, CPC
has truly transformed China.

S. M. Hali, the author of the book thanked
ISSI for launching her book. In his remarks
he highlighted key attributes of CPC. He
underlined that CPC is a progressive party,
which is not mired in archaic traditions and

rules which are outdated. He emphasized
that CPC has the capacity to look inwards,
and apply course correction. Mr Hali said,
CPC has strived continuously to make Chi-
na a better place with remarkable achieve-
ments in science and technology and new
endeavours to reach outer space.

Senator Nisar A. Memon, in his remarks,
lauded Mr. Hali for authoring, yet anoth-
er book, which he termed as an essential
reading for those wishing to understand

China. Senator Memon commended Mr.
Hali for producing book in both English and
Urdu languages, which he believed would
enhance outreach of the book. On CPC,
Senator Nisar noted that it has come a long
way since its inception in July, 1921. CPC
now has become an institutional organisa-
tion with vast grass-roots support. Political
system of China is designed for people of
China, and results are for the world to see.

I
I :;srudtes
[

f ‘i

remarks, said that author has produced
an insightful literature on the CPC at a
time when CPC is marking 100 years of its
founding. He noted that the book primarily
focuses on the CPC, its establishment, its
manifesto and its goal and analyses Chinese
democracy under the rules of CPC. He un-
derscored that CPC has been pursuing a
policy of strengthening the development of
China by transforming and reforming it.
Ambassador Naghmana Hashmi, former
Ambassador to China, in her remarks
applauded Mr. Hali for authoring a book
which she believed would enhancing un-
derstanding of Chinese political system
and CPC in Pakistan. She noted that while
two countries are close strategic partners,
great work needs to be done to enhance
understanding between peoples of two
countries. Ambassador Nong Rong, Am-
bassador of China in his keynote speech,
celebrated book as an achievement of Mr.
Hali and termed it is a gift to the CPC on
its 100th anniversary.

Police
arrest 10 for
possessing
weapons

STAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi
Police in their crackdown
against illegal weapons,
drugs and bootleggers
rounded up 10 persons
from different areas and
recovered 320 grams char-
ras, 25 liters liquor, five 30
bore pistols and ammuni-
tion from their possession,
said a police spokesman on
Wednesday.

He informed that Gunjman-
di and Rawat police held two
accused namely Rashid and
Zaheer Ahmed on recovery
of 120 and 200 grams char-
ras respectively. Waris Khan
Police arrested Arshad with
five liters liquor. Civil Lines
police netted an accused
namely Aurangzaib Igbal
for having five liters liquor
while Gujar Khan police
arrested Hassan Ali for pos-
sessing 15 liters liquor.
Similarly, Gunjmandi, Rat-
taAmral, Sadigabad and
Cantt police conducted
raids and arrested Mushtag,
Zia ur Rehman, Majid Khan,
Zubair Khan, and Muham-
mad Atif besides recovering
five 30 bore pistols and am-
munition from their posses-
sion. Separate cases have
been registered against all
the accused while further
investigations are under-
way, he said and added that
police would continue their
raids against lawbreakers.

Cutlery

_exports
witness record

Increase

ISLAMABAD: The exports
of cutlery during the first
two month of FY 2021-22
grew by 11.32 percent as
compared to the exports of
the corresponding period
last year. During the period
from July-Aug 21, cutlery
worth US $ 9,225 were ex-
ported as compared to the
exports of US $ 8,287 of the
same period of last year.
According to the data re-
leased by the Pakistan Bu-
reau of Statistics, the ex-
ports of Onyx Manufactured
were increased by 52.36
percent, worth the US $ 387
were exported as compared
to worth the US $ 254 of the
same period last year.
Meanwhile, the exports of
Chemicals and Pharm.Prod-
ucts increased by 73.45
percent, worth the US $
113,813 thousand were also
exported in the current fi-
nancial year as compared to
the exports of valuing the
US $ 65,619 of the same pe-
riod of last year.

During the period under
view, surgical goods and
Medical instruments ex-
ports decreased by 6.75
percent, as worth US $
30,678 were exported in
the current fiscal year as
compared to the exports
of valuing the US $ 32,899
of the same period of last
year. — APP

Upsurge of
dengue cases
reported in
Islamabad

DNA

ISLAMABAD: An upsurge
has been reported in the
dengue fever cases in the
federal capital as 17 new
cases of the disease were
surfaced in last 24 hours.
According to a document
over the dengue virus cases
in Islamabad, 14 cases of
the viral disease reported
in rural and three cases in
urban areas of the federal
capital territory. “In the
ongoing season 94 dengue
fever cases have been re-
ported so far, the paper
read. “In rural areas 67 and
in urban areas of Islamabad
27 dengue virus cases have
been reported.

Dengue virus has claimed
two lives during this seas in
Islamabad, according to the
report. “Both patients suc-
cumbed by the disease in
this season were residents
of Ghouri Town Phase IV
in Islamabad,” according to
the paper.

According to sources, delay
in fumigation by the admin-
istration was resulted in
upsurge in dengue patients.
According to the document,
61 dengue hemorrhagic
fever cases were reported
from the Holy Family hos-
pital, 20 in Benazir Bhutto
Hospital and one in the Pa-
kistan Institute of Medical
Sciences (PIMS).



05

Return on investment

ITH Chinese investors of Independent Power
" Producers (IPP) and other CPEC expressing
\ concerns about the delay in payables, the gov-
ernment has promised to give out $1.4 billion to ease
their tensions. Assuring a Return on Investment (ROI)
is integral for proving the potential success of a business
venture, especially one that is as massive as CPEC. The
government must ensure that timely payments are made
to protect these projects at their stage of infancy and en-
courage more confidence in the Pakistani market.
The authorities had admitted to the fact that there had
been an immense delay in the payments that the investors
were due. While we can appreciate how accommodating
China has been, we must also not push those who have
taken a chance on us. Millions of dollars were invested in
Pakistan, and showing that it was not all in vain is impera-
tive. Otherwise, we will have to deal with the inevitability
of work being stalled and contractual payments being de-
layed long enough to change the fate of the project. So long
as our investors are aware and reassured of the fact that
their decision to funnel finances into our economy through
CPEC was a good one, operations can continue with ease
and perhaps even expanded with confidence.
Currently, we are at the initial stages of the project in
which inspiring investor confidence ensures its longevity
and also allows for the government to generate additional
business. Our local market will be considered productive,
less uncertain and profitable which, in turn, will attract
further interest. In light of the possibilities that lie ahead,
the government must work towards establishing a system
that clears payments timely and rather automatically. A
revolving fund is likely to help as consumer bills can be
recovered and some of the money obtained can be used
to give back to the 135 Chinese companies operating in
Pakistan and for regaining their trust.
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Outreach programmes

ESPITE the fact that we have been inoculating over
D a million people every single day, vaccine hesitancy

is still rampant across major sections of the public.
The government has planned various community outreach
programmes like the vaccination unit in Islamabad to nudge
the public in the right direction. At this point, if not for the
sake of preserving national health, the people must be urged to
vaccinate themselves so that they are not left behind. Restric-
tions are easing across the country, but only for those who have
shown to be responsible citizens. With a strategy that provides
vaccination services in far-flung areas, there is hope still.
The last time that the government embarked upon such a pro-
ject was when trying to curb the polio epidemic. Even then,
medical teams were subjected to targeted violence, ridicule
and were told to return by family heads who refused to get their
children immunised against the virus.
The hesitancy came from beliefs like the antidote was laced,
would reduce life expectancy, cause impotency or would cause
children to become paralysed. Similarly, many communities be-
lieve that the Covid-19 vaccine has the same drawbacks and
have been refusing to accept it as the cure to the pandemic.
Outside of trying to spread awareness to correct such notions,
the authorities must also consider the challenges that the polio
teams faced and come up with solutions proactively so that this
process is smoother. We have come to a point where the pos-
itivity ratio is 4.22 percent, and it could be reduced further if
this faction of the population also vaccinates itself.
Undoubtedly, this is a long-term process but it’s good to see
that the government is taking this measure to incorporate
the masses and bring about massive change in society. Al-
ready, it has been using its coercive power to enforce ad-
herence to preventive measures through imposing fines,
limiting activities and creating strict laws for future official
processes. A community outreach programme is just an ex-
tension of this that is the need of the hour currently. For as
long as there remain millions that are unvaccinated, Cov-
id-19 will linger for much longer than it has to.

UN has rare opportunity to forge global consensus

Ishtiag Ahmad

Climate change is a potent
long-term challenge. The
UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change reported
last week that the planet is
careening toward warming
to 2.7 degrees Celsius
above pre-industrial levels
— far above the 1.5 C limit
scientists say Is necessary
to stave off the worst
consequences of the climate
crisis. Forging a global
consensus on how to deal
with nontraditional threats
to international security
emanating from
digital technology
constitutes another long-
term agenda for the UN

HE 76th UN General Assembly’s high-level

session — the general debate, in which the

leaders of 193 member states speak on glob-
al issues for more than a week — begins on Tuesday,
with US President Joe Biden expected to advocate
multilateralism in his address on the opening day.
This is precisely what the UN currently needs, af-
ter having seen its founding role in preventing war
and ensuring peace consistently eroded in the last
three decades of rampant US unilateralism across
the world. Even though the five permanent mem-
bers of the Security Council — namely, the US,
Russia, China, the UK and France — have the final
say in matters of global peace and security because
of their veto power, the UNGA, where all member
states have equal representation, plays an impor-
tant role by framing the annual global agenda, de-
liberating current world challenges and deciding
requisite policy options.
Of course, from COVID-19 to climate change, and
with so many conflicts burning or brewing, the is-
sues facing the world body are so grave that only
a rules-based international order grounded in
the spirit of multilateralism can pave the way for
their viable resolution. Multilateralism may help
in building the necessary global consensus to deal
with the effects of a conflict (which the UN does
relatively well), but it also needs to tackle its root
causes (where the UN is found seriously lacking).
No surprise that the theme of the 75th anniversa-
ry session of the UNGA, held virtually last year,
was on reinvigorating multilateral institutions.
The report titled “Our Common Agenda,” released
by UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres ahead
of the current session, also calls for “multilater-
alism to the teeth,” while offering more robust
approaches to crisis management and the mitiga-
tion of persisting security conflicts and emerging
nontraditional threats.
This augurs well. The UN’s history since 1945 is
replete with instances where geopolitical rival-
ries among great powers prevented meaningful
progress in multilateralism, resulting in the glob-
al drift in managing persisting and emerging con-
flicts. However, between the superpower contest
of the Cold War and the American unilateralism in
its aftermath, there was a decade-long period when
the UN emerged as a proactive global actor.
In the 1990s, the world body intervened in several
critical conflicts — from Bosnia and Kosovo to East
Timor and Sierra Leone — to keep and make peace.
More than half of the UN’s 71 peacekeeping mis-

sions were undertaken during this decade alone. The
UNGA also then became a key platform to debate the
reformation of the UNSC for the purpose of greater
representation, and novel concepts of humanitarian
intervention, such as the responsibility to protect, en-
tered the lexicon of international diplomacy.

Alas, the last 20 years have seen the UN’s role be-
ing diminished by the day, as the US waged wars
in Afghanistan and Irag and intervened in conflicts
like Syria and Libya without fulfilling the corre-
sponding responsibilities these ventures entailed.
In the process, US unilateralism also reduced
to ashes the spirit of multilateralism on which
the whole UN system is built. President Donald
Trump’s open disdain for UN institutions, includ-
ing even the World Health Organization amid the
global pandemic, was the last straw.

Hence, it will be crucial if Biden makes an unwaver-
ing commitment to “America is back” in the multilat-
eral game at the 76th UNGA. Since assuming power,
he has already rededicated the US to multilateral
cooperation, including at the UN and other interna-
tional bodies, as is clear from America’s re-entry to
the Paris Climate Accord and its renewed support
for the WHO’s COVAX program for equitable distri-
bution of COVID-19 vaccines across the world. By
ending the “forever war” in Afghanistan and decid-
ing to withdraw all US troops from Iraq this year,
Biden has also done away with the bitter legacy of
neoconservative unilateralism in US foreign policy.
He has also opted for a rather civil approach toward
the UNSC by dealing with the emerging crises with-
in its ambit, and letting China and Russia also voice
their concerns as competing powers.
Unfortunately, the “war lobby” is so well en-
trenched in the US power structure that it may
be difficult for Biden, just as it was for President
Barack Obama, to pursue the multilateral path
with ease. The US-UK agreement to provide nu-
clear submarines to Australia to patrol the Pacif-
ic has already created a serious rift with China
and France — reinforcing Chinese fears about
containment by the US post-Afghanistan. Moreo-
ver, China and Russia also differ with the US on
dealing with the Taliban regime.

For now, neither the US nor its geopolitical rivals
seem eager to move beyond diplomatic balancing
toward taking substantive steps to deal with new
crises, such as authorizing new sanctions regimes
or peace operations. Therefore, the UN has to in-
crease its political relevance and operational capac-
ity within the limitations imposed by a fractured

UNSC for some time to come. This requires Gu-
terres to be more politically active so as to ensure
decisive UN actions in mitigating crises.
The most pressing issue is the worsening human-
itarian crisis in Afghanistan, where a third of the
population is facing starvation, according to the
World Food Program. The statistics on health and
displacement are equally startling. A UN appeal
has generated more than $1 billion in humanitari-
an assistance, which the UN Assistance Mission in
Afghanistan must provide in time. The UN can also
help resolve other political and economic matters
facing the war-torn nation, in consultation with the
P5 and Afghanistan’s neighboring countries.
Other crises that need proactive UN involvement
include the Tigray conflict in Ethiopia, which is
worsening with every passing day; Syria and Yem-
en, where civil wars have produced major human-
itarian disasters; Libya, where the UN needs to
build on the ceasefire it helped mediate; and Iraq,
where the withdrawal of US troops may open up
old wounds. The threat to global security from ter-
rorist groups such as Daesh is far from over, and
many conflicts such as Kashmir and Palestine have
not been resolved for decades.
Dealing with the pandemic is also an urgent mat-
ter, which can be resolved by enabling the WHO'’s
COVAX program to act as the sole distributor of
COVID-19 vaccines the world over in an equitable
manner. Currently, it is distributing only 4 percent
of global supplies. Resultantly, fewer than 2 per-
cent of people in poor countries are able to have a
single dose of the vaccine. Now that there is no is-
sue with the supply of vaccines, there should be no
issue in meeting the global demand, especially of
the poor nations of Africa, Asia and Latin America.
Climate change is a potent long-term challenge.
The UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change reported last week that the planet is ca-
reening toward warming to 2.7 degrees Celsius
above pre-industrial levels — far above the 1.5 C
limit scientists say is necessary to stave off the
worst consequences of the climate crisis.
Forging a global consensus on how to deal with
nontraditional threats to international security em-
anating from digital technology constitutes another
long-term agenda for the UN.
Ultimately, all of the global issues, current or fu-
ture, require a multilateral diplomatic path for sus-
tainable settlement — a possibility that looks more
promising today than ever before.

— Courtesy: Arab News

Australia just staked its future on US alliance

Sam Roggeveen

The Biden team agreed
because it, too, is worried
about China. But there is
a difference. The United

States is in Asia by choice;
Australia has no such
luxury. Washington’s

gesture, this commitment
of American military and

technological prowess, is

hugely significant. But it is
no guarantee the United

States is prepared to enter

into a new Cold War-style
contest with China.
The United States is
blessed by geography,
friendly neighbours,

a huge economy, an
unrivalled military and a
nuclear-weapons arsenal to
help maintain its security

HE United States did not directly

mention China in announcing its

historic new security partnership
with Australia and Britain last week, but
it didn’t have to. The defence deal is a
clear escalation and indication that Wash-
ington views Beijing as an adversary.
It also has thrust Australia into a central role
in America’s rivalry with China. After hinting
at a more self-reliant defence posture for the
past several years, Australia’s government is
now instead betting big on the future of its
alliance with the United States with the new
pact. Australia seems to be assuming that
America will remain engaged in Asia for the
long haul and will be prepared to face down
China if necessary — but it shouldn’t.
The crux of the partnership, called AUKUS,
is an agreement for the United States and
Britain to share their technology to help Aus-
tralia deploy nuclear-powered submarines.
But this is no ordinary arms agreement,
nothing like exporting fighter jets or howit-
zers. Only a handful of nations have nucle-
ar-powered submarines, and Australia will
be just the second country, after Britain, to
benefit from the top-secret US technology.
Why is Australia worthy of such favourable
treatment? It’s not just that it is one of Ameri-
ca’s oldest and closest allies. It’s that for many
American observers of China’s behaviour,
Australia is also the canary in the coal mine
for great power competition with China.
Australia has been subject to economic pres-
sure from China against its exports, such
as barley and coal. Last year, a Chinese dip-

lomat even released a list of 14 grievances
Beijing holds against Australia —a document
that featured in deliberations at the Group of
7 summit in June.

Those grievances reflect the tough line Aus-
tralia has taken against Beijing, from barring
Chinese telecom giant Huawei from compet-
ing for a 5G infrastructure project to intro-
ducing far-reaching legislation to curb for-
eign interference in politics and tearing up
a state’s Belt and Road agreements with Chi-
na. Australia also has increased its defence
spending over the past five years, particu-
larly its naval procurement. AUKUS takes
this to a new level. Like the United States,
Australia’s government has watched with in-
creasing alarm the build-up of China’s mili-
tary capabilities, particularly its naval forces.
For most of its history, Australia has re-
lied on a friend or ally to help secure the
Pacific Ocean. The only serious threat to
Australia’s territorial integrity since Euro-
pean settlement more than 200 years ago
was during World War II.

So although the AUKUS initiative was a sur-
prise to many around the world, the Australi-
an government’s motivation is clear. Saddled
with a late and over-budget French subma-
rine project, the Australian government saw
an opportunity not only to bolster its naval
strength by getting the world’s leading sub-
marine technology but also to bring the Unit-
ed States into a closer embrace.

The Biden team agreed because it, too, is
worried about China. But there is a differ-
ence. The United States is in Asia by choice;

Australia has no such luxury. Washington’s
gesture, this commitment of American mil-
itary and technological prowess, is hugely
significant. But it is no guarantee the United
States is prepared to enter into a new Cold
War-style contest with China.
The United States is blessed by geography,
friendly neighbours, a huge economy, an
unrivalled military and a nuclear-weapons
arsenal to help maintain its security. But
China is strong too. The size of its econ-
omy alone makes it one of the mightiest
adversaries the United States has faced in
more than a century. So the United States
would need a very good reason to take on
a power as great as China.
The fact that America would be somehow
diminished if and when China attains glob-
al supremacy should not be reason enough.
There would need to be clear indications that
China poses a threat to America’s core na-
tional security interests, to its territory and
to its way of life. Since China does not clear
that bar, there’s no urgent reason for the
United States to undertake grievous risks to
prevent its rise to regional leadership.
That doubt should be nagging at the minds of
Australian decision makers who just staked
their future on the alliance, and it should be
on the minds of Americans, too. Why should
the United States commit itself to a contest
with China when the stakes are less than
existential? Without a clear answer to that
question, Australia must assume that it will
ultimately need to ensure its security alone.
— Courtesy: Gulf News
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India behind

cancellation
of NZ tour

From Pace 01
he said India had been
hatching conspiracies
against Pakistan but like the
past it would fail to weaken
Pakistan’s standing at inter-
national level.
He said that India had done
huge investment in Afghani-
stan to use its soil for oper-
ating terrorists in Pakistan
but after fall of Kabul all its
investment was wasted. The
minister disclosed that the
threatening email was gen-
erated from a secure ser-
vice Proton mail and Paki-
stan has requested Interpol
to assist for further probe.
He said that on August 19, a
Facebook post was circulat-
ed from fabricated account
made in the name of Ehsan
Ullah Ehsan (ex spokesman
of Tehreek e Taliban Pakistan)
on social media asking New
Zealand Cricket Board and
government not to send the
team to Pakistan, as plan had
been made to target the New
Zealand team but the post was
not found on Facebook.
He said that after two days,
Indian newspaper Sunday
Guardian, Bureau Chief
Abhinandan Mishra wrote
an article claiming that the
New Zealand cricket team
may face a terrorist attack
in Pakistan. The article was
based on the fake post of
Ehsan Ullah Ehsan.
Mishra was also found in
contact with former Afghan
Vice President Amrullah
Saleh, he said. He said that
projection of threat by pub-
lication of an article by the
Bureau Chief of a reputed
Indian paper based on a fake
social media post suggested
an orchestrated campaign
to scuttle the tour. Fawad
said that on August 24, Mar-
tin Guptill’'s wife received
a threat email from email
ID: tehreekelabaik@proton-
mail.com, threatening to
kill Martin Guptill while on
tour. The email 1D was not
associated with any SMN.
Interestingly the said email
account was generated at
01:05 am, on Aug 24 and
emailed on the same day at
11:59 am, he pointed out. It
was obvious that the email
was generated purposeful-
ly as no other activity was
found from the same email.
He said that despite all these
tactics, New Zealand tour
was not cancelled and its
team arrived in Pakistan on
September 11 and 12 in two
chartered flights. The team
attended practice sessions
at Rawalpindi Cricket Stadi-
um on September 13 and 14
from 4:30 to 7:30 pm and no
threat alert was reported.
Both the teams again car-
ried out practice in the
evening on September 16.
He said on September 17,
NZ team/ government ex-
pressed concern over the
reported credible threat
and cancelled the tour uni-
laterally without sharing the
details of the threat.
He said that on September
18, 2021, Interpol Welling-
ton informed Interpol Islam-
abad about receipt of a threat
email to New Zealand Police

from hamzaafridi7899@
gmail.com at 06:25 am (NZ
time), requesting further

probe. He said that New Zea-
land police received a threat
email at 06:25 am on Sep 18,
according to Pakistan Stand-
ard Time 23:25 (11:25 pmon
Sep 17). Fawad said Email
hamzaafridi7899@gmail.
com was generated at 18:10
hrs, Sep 17 (UTC); 2310 hrs/
11:10 PM (PST).

Fawad said that email was
sent 15 minutes after the
ID was created and it was
generated for a specific
purpose. The minister said
email was sent from an asso-
ciated device in India using
VPN showing IP address/
location of Singapore. The
device RMX 1971 (Realme)
used thirteen email IDs; ex-
cept Hamza Afridi all other
12 email IDs have Indian/
Hindi names. Apparently,
Hamza Afridi was purpose-
fully used to malign Pakistan
which hints at involvement
of Indian agencies. He said
that that the subject mobile
phone was launched in Au-
gust 2019 in India and Reli-
ance Jio mobile SIM was reg-
istered on this mobile phone
on September 25, 2019 indi-
cating single user.

He said that social media
co-relation and exploitation
revealed that the possible
user of this email ID is an
Indian  Omparkash Mishra
from Mumbai. He said that
timing and text of the threat
email suggest that this
threat was not the reason for
cancellation of the tour but
was issued just after the can-
cellation to malign Pakistan
and substantiate the securi-
ty concerns of New Zealand
and other touring countries.
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ISLAMABAD: Captains of six participating teams of National T-20 starts from September 23rd in égroup photo with trophy at Pakistan Monument. — DNA

US hegemony no longer
credible, Iran tells UN

In a scathing speech hitting out at both US President Joe Biden and
his predecessor Donald Trump, the newly elected conservative leader
said the world “doesn’t care about America First or America is Back”

AGENCIES

TEHRAN: Iran’s President
EbrahimRaisi, in a pre-re-
corded speech to the 76th
UN General Assembly on
Tuesday, said the US “he-
gemonic approach” is no
longer credible, calling on
the Biden administration to
lift its sanctions on Tehran.
In a scathing speech hitting
out at both US President
Joe Biden and his predeces-
sor Donald Trump, the new-
ly elected conservative lead-
er said the world “doesn’t
care about America First or
America is Back,” asserting
that the “perseverance of

nations is stronger than the
power of superpowers.”
Referring to two incidents
that shook the world this
year — the Jan. 6 attack on
the US Capitol in January
and young Afghans falling
to their deaths from a US
plane departing the Afghan
capital Kabul on Aug. 16 —
Raisi called these the result
of the US “seeking global
hegemony.”

He said the US has been
making the mistake of mod-
ifying its “way of war” with
the world instead of chang-
ing its “way of life,” calling
it a “mistaken path.”
Throwing the ball in the US
court, he said Iran is willing

to negotiate with world pow-
ers to revive the 2015 Iran
nuclear deal, but the Biden
administration must “lift
sanctions at once” imposed
on Iran under the Trump
administration’s “maximum
pressure” campaign.

Iran’s president called US
sanctions on lran, amid
the COVID-19 pandemic, a
“crime against humanity,”
accusing Washington of us-
ing sanctions as a “new way
of waging war,” echoing the
words of his reformist prede-
cessor who often accused the
US of “economic terrorism.”
He said the US sanctions
had “hampered Iran’s ef-
forts” to import COVID-19

vaccines, adding that Iran
was keen from the outset
to purchase and import vac-
cines from “reliable interna-
tional sources.”

He called the coronavirus
pandemic a “wake-up call”
for the world, a reminder
that “the safety of all human
beings is interdependent.”

On recent events in Afghan-
istan, Raisi said in fact US
forces “did not withdraw”
from the region this summer
but were “expelled,” add-
ing that the US presence in
countries like Iraq and Syria
only “impedes democracy.”

Earlier in the day, Iran’s
newly appointed Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir-Ab-

dollahian held a series of
meetings with his coun-
terparts from India, Lux-
embourg, Vietnam, and
Finland, later calling the
bilateral talks “productive.”
On the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly, he is ex-
pected to hold talks with his
counterparts from Russia,
China, France, Germany,
and the UK as well as the
EU foreign policy chief,
with the revival of Vienna
talks on reviving the nucle-
ar deal topping the agenda.
Earlier on Tuesday, For-
eign Ministry spokesman
Saeed Khatibzadeh shot
down speculation that there
would be a meeting in New

York between the foreign
ministers of Iran and the

P4+1 countries (Russia,
China, Britain, France, plus
Germany).

He also said the Vienna talks
will resume in the “next few
weeks” while stressing that
Iran’s foreign policy team
has not yet reached a final
conclusion on the roadmap
for the next round of talks
to revive the nuclear deal.
Importantly, Amir-Abdol-
lahian is the first Iranian
foreign minister to be al-
lowed to visit New York
since 2019, when his pre-
decessor JavadZarif was
sanctioned and barred
from entering US soil.

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi presenting a cheque

of Rs 2.5 million to Mr Haider Ali, Paralympian, who won
a Gold Medal in Tokyo Paralympics at Aiwan-e-Sadr. — DNA

PM urges world to incentivize...

From Pace 01

spiral out of control if
not supported by them.
The prime minister was
responding to different
questions in a BBC pro-
gramme hosted by John
Simpson.

A part of programme was
earlier broadcast by the
British television network

on Tuesday. To a query,
the prime minister said
the international com-
munity must support and
encourage the transition
government in Afghani-
stan to fulfill their promis-
es, they had made regard-
ing forming of an inclusive
government, safeguarding
the human rights includ-
ing women’s rights and
that Afghan’s soil would

not be used against any
country by the terrorists.
“What will happen in Af-
ghanistan now, no one
can tell. Where Afghani-
stan will go from here, no
one can predict,” he ob-
served stressing that the
country required peace
and stability to move
on. He further said, “I'm
afraid, I’'m not in position
to tell what will happen.”

The toxic battle ripping
FC Barcelona apart

SporTs DEsk

BARCELONA: When Joan Laporta was elected
Barcelona president in March, one of the first
things he did was make it abundantly clear that
Ronald Koeman did not figure in his long-term
plans. Six months later, he suggested he was
on the verge of extending the Dutch manag-
er's contract for a further year. But six months
and two weeks later, it now looks as if the only

thing keeping Koeman in
the job is the fact he would
be due a huge pay-off. And
that he is the focus of atten-
tion - useful to the board in a
time of crisis. What on earth
could have occurred to
bring about this lack of
balanced thinking from
Laporta? Unsurprisingly,
money has a lot to do with
it, or in the case of Barce-
lona, the lack of it. Let's not
mince our words here. Barce-

lona are skint, potless, brassic,
broke. The finances dictate a lot of

what is being decided.

But the situation is becoming so tense be-
tween the president and the manager that
the club are looking for alternatives and,
depending on the next few results, they
might have to use a big chunk of their small
savings to get rid of a manager who does
not follow the official line because he feels
betrayed. Roberto Martinez, who wants to
continue with Belgium at least until the end
of the Nations League campaign, is one of

the candidates to replace him.

So how did we get to this point?
Laporta and Koeman met before the start

of this season. At the lunch, Laporta asked
the Dutchman to give him 14 days to decide
whether or not the club would continue to
have him as their manager or, to put it a slight-
ly different way, 14 days to see if they could
find anyone they fancied for the job more than
him. Koeman's agent, Rob Jansen, summed it
u p perfectly: "Imagine: | want to marry you,

but I have doubts. Give me
two weeks to find a bet-
ter partner. If | can't find
the right person, we will
get married anyway!"

He couldn't, of course.
Laporta didn't fancy
bringing in Barca mid-
field legend Xavi at
that point and had abso-
lutely no chance of get-
ting Julian Nagelsmann,
whom Laporta admires
because of his love for de-

tail and his modern methods.
He was never going to opt for
Barcelona over Bayern Munich, having
already reached an agreement with the Ba-
varians. So instead what we have now is a
marriage of inconvenience - and it's fair to
say that since then, the two haven't exact-
ly walked hand in hand into the sunset to
enjoy a life of wedded bliss. The situation
inherited from the previous regime means
the club now find themselves very much
between a rock and a hard place. Koeman
would have settled for a one-year deal.

Javeria led PCB Challengers to Pak Cup victory

In a live-telecasted match, Challengers’ bowlers dominated under the captaincy of Javeria who earlier
performed with her bat for the team. While chasing 211, Blasters’ batters were completely failed
despite GulFeroza and OmaimaSohail settling for scoring 69 runs for the second wicket partnership

DNA

KARACHI: Skipper Javeria Khan-
led PCB Challengers beat PCB
Blasters to win Pakistan Cup
Women’s One-Day Tournament

here at National Stadium.

In a live-telecasted match, Chal-
lengers’ bowlers dominated under
the captaincy of Javeria who earli-
er performed with her bat for the
team. While chasing 211, Blasters’
batters were completely failed
despite GulFeroza and OmaimaS-
ohail settling for scoring 69 runs
for the second wicket partnership.
Opener Nahida Khan fell after
scoring just nine runs, leaving her

team suffering at 18-1.

Gul scored 34 runs off 86 balls =
braced with three boundaries

A TR Y N A A A A

- hereas Omaima made 38 runs in-
cluding four boundaries. Captain
Sidra Nawaz was the only third
batter from Blasters who scored
in double figures. Her inning ac-
counted for 30 runs off 45 balls
with the help of two boundaries.
" Dua Majid bagged three wickets
whereas Anoosha Nasir, Saba Na-
zir, and Diana Baig had two wickets
each for Challengers. Earlier, Javer-
ia’s 87 runs guided Challengers to
score 210-8 in 50 overs. Javeria’s
powerful knock included six bound-
aries. FareehaMehmood smoked 34
runs laced with four boundaries fol-
lowed by Diana who smashed three
fours and a six to score 25.

For Blasters, Saima Malik bagged
| two wickets while Fatima Sana,
Nida Dar, and Syed Aroob Shah
shared a wicket apiece.

Afghanistan
says want...

From Pace 01

The Taliban are yet to an-
nounce a policy on women
playing sport, but a senior
official has said it would be
“not necessary”. Avoiding
commenting on the latest
developments, Fazli said
he planned to visit other re-
gional cricketing powers.

“l am taking a tour of Paki-
stan from September 25 and
then will go to India, Bang-
ladesh and the United Arab
Emirates to meet officials of
cricket boards,” he told AFP
over the phone from Kabul.
Fazli said he would meet
new Pakistan Cricket Board
chairman Ramiz Raja, “and
offer to host Pakistan for
the series which we were
due to play in Sri Lanka in
September”.

COAS
inaugurates
latest...

From Pace 01
It added that Pakistan Army
Air Defence was equipped
with sophisticated, highly
accurate and lethal long
range weapon systems.
CIADBAM will provide an
integrated environment for
synchronised and effective
articulation of Air Defence
battle from top tier of com-
mand down to individual
weapon system.
Simulator complex in the
facility is capable of project-
ing various dynamic scenar-
ios which can be configured
and developed as per the lat-
est intricacies and challeng-
es of Air Defence Battle.

GSP plus
status...

From Pace 01
two important conditions
for the Commission to grant
or extend a GSP Plus status.
The continuation of Paki-
stan’s GSP Plus status will
provide a major boost to an
economic decline that had
begun in 2017.
Sources said that since less
than two years remain for
the status to lapse, parties
sympathetic with Pakistan
at the EU, despite the pres-
ence of major anti-Pakistan
lobbies, are trying to drag
the review so that Pakistan
continues to benefit from
the status till the end.
In March 2020, the EU ex-
tended Pakistan’s GSP plus
status till 2022.
Pakistan had ratified and
signed 27 conventions pri-
or to getting the GSP Plus
back in 2014 and a compli-
ance report is released peri-
odically, reviewing progress
on the desired objectives.

FM discusses
bilateral...

From Pace 01

Pakistan and the region.
He called for sustained and
positive engagement of the
international  community,
particularly of the EU, for
supporting stability and so-
cio-economic development
in Afghanistan.
The Foreign Minister con-
veyed Pakistan’s concern
to the High Representative
over the unwarranted and
negative references to Paki-
stan in a recent resolution
of the EU Parliament on
Afghanistan. He recalled the
efforts made by Pakistan for
the promotion of peace and
stability in Afghanistan, sac-
rifices rendered by Pakistan
in the fight against terror-
ism, and the assistance of
Pakistan to ensure safe evac-
uation of diplomats and oth-
er officials from Afghanistan.
The Foreign Minister and
EU High Representative
discussed the modalities for
establishing closer cooper-
ation between the EU and
the neighbouring countries
of Afghanistan to prevent a
humanitarian crisis, avert
an economic collapse, and
preclude a mass exodus
from Afghanistan.

Three
Brothers...

From Pace 01
weapons including Kami-
kaze drone, helicopters
and small arms. In addi-
tion sea assault, fast rope
and close interdiction by
Azerbaijani Air Force and
Air Defence was also part
of the joint exercise.
Meanwhile, opening cere-
mony of the exercise Peace
Mission under the ambit
of SCO platform held at
Donguz training area, Oren-
burg Region,Russia. Colo-
nel General Alexander Pav-
lovich Lapin Commander
of Central Military District
Russian Armed Forces was
the chief guest at the open-
ing ceremony.



