
Future of tourism is 
promising in Pakistan
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ISLAMABAD: The events 
of 2020 completely para-
lyzed the tourism in-
dustry, however we now 
see parts of global and 
domestic tourism sector 
starting to recover from 
the Covid crisis.
As travel is normalising 
once again, we are very op-
timistic that Pakistan tour-
ism industry will bounce 
back to its original steady 
position from the pre-pan-
demic times. Leading 

Pakistan’s hotel industry 
for over five decades, we 
at Hashoo Hotels, in line 
with the Prime Minister’s 
vision to promote tourism 
in Pakistan, have been fol-
lowing strict SOP’s laid by 
NCOC, across all our ho-
tels, nationwide.
From necessary Covid-19 
adaptions to accommo-
dating evolving consumer 
preferences, we are very 
hopeful that hospitality 
sector in Pakistan will 
recuperate from the cat-
astrophic events of the 
previous year.
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Flute classes 
to start in 
Lok Virsa 
Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: National In-
stitute of Folk and Tradi-
tional Heritage –Lok Virsa 
in collaboration with Echo 
Records would organize 
“flute learning” a musical 
instrument classes from 
October 4. In this regard, 
Lok Virsa has started the 
registration process for the 
admissions in the classes.
Renowned classical flute play-
er Salman Adil would be the 
instructor of the music class-
es. He said that experienced 
flute player who has had the 
opportunity to perform with 
several foreign musician del-
egations to produce instru-
mental fusion encapsulating 
his creative abilities.
This course was a headstart 
for all students pursuing 
higher education in music.
In this course, participants 
would get to develop into 
the world of flute playing 
by learning flute techniques 
and Ragas and further im-
proving. A flute is an aer-
ophone or reed-less wind 
instrument that produces 
its sound from the flow of 
air across an opening. Ac-
cording to the instrument 
classification of Hornbostel–
Sachs, flutes are categorized 
as edge-blown aerophones.

Panagah’s 
network to 

be expanded 
by October 5

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Bait 
ul Mal (PBM) would start 
expansion of Panagah’s or 
shelter homes network in 
various districts of the coun-
try from October 5 aimed at 
providing food and shelter 
to the poor and destitute 
segments of the society.
PBM has established 
around 19 panagah’s all 
over the country and under 
expansion plan it would ex-
ceed the existing number all 
over the country, Assistant 
Director PBM Ms Salma 
told APP on Sunday.
She said PBM was signifi-
cantly contributing towards 
poverty alleviation through 
its various services focused 
on providing assistance to 
homeless, widow, and or-
phan, invalid, infirm and 
other needy persons, as per 
eligibility criteria approved 
by Bait-ul-Mal Board.
Adding she said that this 
initiative would focus on 
quality service delivery to 
the shelter-less employed 
persons, by taking care of 
multiple aspects including 
health care, safe and secure 
living environment, hygien-
ic food etc. in a respectable 
manner. – APP
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ISLAMABAD: Ehsaas Un-
dergraduate Scholarship 
application portal will be 
reopened from September 
30 for the period of two 
months to allow maximum 
deserving students to apply 
for the scholarship and con-
tinue higher studies.
According to an official 
source, the Ehsaas online 
portal will remain open for 
next two months to receive 
new applications for the ac-
ademic year 2021-22.
All students with family 
income of less than Rs. 
45,000 a month studying 

in the undergraduate pro-
gramme across any of the 
129 public sector universi-
ties recognised by Higher 
Education Commission 
(HEC) will be eligible to ap-
ply for scholarship. 
During the last two academ-
ic years, over 142,000 need-
cum-merit based Ehsaas 
undergraduate scholarships 
have been awarded while 
this also, 50,000 scholar-
ships will be awarded to de-
serving students.
The students will be able 
to apply through the on-
line portal: https://ehsaas.
hec.gov.pk/. The need cum 
merit-based undergraduate 
scholarship of Ehsaas cov-

ers hundred percent tuition 
fee of the university and a 
living stipend. Ehsaas un-
dergraduate Scholarship 
programme will support 
200,000 students from 
low-income backgrounds 
over four years. The total 
budget is Rs. 24 billion. 
The programme covers all 
the four provinces, Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir, Gilgit 
Baltistan and Islamabad 
Capital Territory. As part 
of the undergraduate schol-
arship policy of Ehsaas, 
fifty percent of awardees 
are girls.  For already en-
rolled awardees, their aca-
demic performance will be 
tracked, and subject to satis-

factory academic progress, 
they will continue to receive 
the Ehsaas scholarship till 
the completion of their un-
dergraduate degree.
It is also pertinent to men-
tion here that the steer-
ing committee of the pro-
gramme in a meeting held 
recently emphasized on the 
need for timely payments to 
students so that they do not 
have to take loans.
The committee also in-
structed HEC to strictly 
reprimand universities who 
do not pay students on time 
and those who deduct mon-
ey from the Ehsaas schol-
arship stipend amount on 
account of other expenses.

Ehsaas to reopen Undergraduate 
Scholarship portal on Sep 30

The need cum merit-based undergraduate scholarship of Ehsaas covers 
hundred percent tuition fee of the university and a living stipend
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Halting of BS Geography 
of ICT college draws flak
“FDE is trying to abandon an already established Department of Geography 

without even any consultation with the college that has successfully run 
the Master’s program since its inception back in 2004”

ISLAMABAD: The abrupt 
discontinuation of BS Geog-
raphy Program of Islamabad 
Model Postgraduate Col-
lege H-8 by the authorities 
without consultation of the 
relevant stakeholders will 
not only spoil the laborious 
efforts behind the launch of 
this program but also incur 
huge financial loss in terms 
of wastage of the entire rel-
evant infrastructure.  
According to an official 
source, the Federal Direc-
torate of Education (FDE) 
issued directives to discontin-
ue BS Geography Program of 

Islamabad Model Postgrad-
uate College H-8 citing the 
reason of thin enrolment. 
However the teachers have 
termed it uneconomical as 
six out of seven Geogra-
phy teachers will be left 
with no students to teach 
after two years while two 
labs, equipment and other 
infrastructure will have no 
practical utility. 
Talking to APP, a senior 
Professor of the college re-
called all those challenges 
the college had to face two 
decades ago while planning 
and launching M.Sc. Geog-

raphy program in this big-
gest and one of the oldest 
colleges in the metropolis. 
After abolishment of M.Sc. 
program in the country un-
der the direction of Higher 
Education Commission, 
the college switched to B.S 
Program in Geography two 
years back. 
“No doubt the enrolment 
was low but instead of doing 
efforts to increase the enrol-
ment, FDE discontinued the 
program thinking if this is 
the only solution. It is beyond 
my understanding why the 
authorities were playing such 

havoc; there is certainly a 
method in this madness”, he 
ironically remarked.
Another professor of the 
college said, “The policies 
of FDE are responsible 
for thin enrolment in B.S 
Programs of ICT colleges 
as the authority has fixed 
extremely high fee for ICT 
colleges. Students prefer 
to get admission in the 
colleges of Rawalpindi. H-8 
College is the only college 
which offers BS in Geogra-
phy in Islamabad but due 
to extremely high fee of BS 
program, students choose 

Government College As-
ghar Mall Rawalpindi.”
“In the first semester of BS, 
the total fee is Rs 11000 in 
Asghar Mall College while 
in H-8 College the fee is 
over Rs 21000 while in the 
subsequent semesters As-
ghar Mall College charges 
Rs 2500 per semester while 
the fee in H-8 College is Rs 
15000 in the subsequent 
semesters.”, he said while 
emphasizing on reducing 
fee and fixed at par with the 
colleges of Rawalpindi in or-
der to attract the students.
A representative of the 

Teachers Association said, 
“FDE is trying to abandon 
an already established De-
partment of Geography 
without even any consulta-
tion with the college that 
has successfully run the 
Master’s program since 
its inception back in 2004.
Geography department has 
been producing almost 100 
percent result though the 
intake of students has not 
been very high but public in-
stitutions are not meant for 
business production units 
and cost-benefit hypothesis 
like an industry.” – APP

SERVICES

Namaz Timings

Emergency

Hotels & 
Restaurants

Airlines

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Islamabad 
Metropolitan

Wasa Water Tank

Fajr....................... 04:36 am
Zohr..................... 12:05 pm
Asr.......................  04:16 pm
Maghrib............... 05:59 pm
Isha......................  07:17 pm

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad...............9222596
Rawalpindi.........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info.................114
PIA Cargo...............9280979
Railway Inquiry...............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA........................9281092

CMH.......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

CDA...................9221334-43
CDA...................9208301-04
Met Office...........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA.......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town.............5773343

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125

Water Tanker Service
E-7, F-10 & F-11......9204654
G-5, G-6, G-7, G-8....9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12, 
H-8.........................9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Complaints

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott..........051- 2826121
Monal.............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines......8494949

ISLAMABAD: A memorandum of understanding signed between Federal Ombudsman 
Secretariat for Protection against Harassment (FOSPAH), Pakistan International 
Airline and UN Women Pakistan for providing harassment free workspace. – APP

Khayyam Abbasi

RAWALPINDI: Parks and 
Horticulture Authority 
(PHA) Rawalpindi has plant-
ed over 315,000 saplings 
under clean and green pro-
gramme while solid steps 
have also been taken to 
beautify city areas, renovate 
historical sites and elimi-
nate encroachments. 
According to Director Hor-
ticulture PHA, Sheikh Tariq 
Mahmood, all available 
resources were utilized to 
achieve the plantation target 
set for monsoon plantation 

campaign 2021.  He in-
formed that PHA in collabo-
ration with the departments 
concerned under Glorious 
Rawalpindi project was also 
taking solid steps for the bet-
terment and beautification of 
the city, to renovate historical 
sites and eliminate encroach-
ments from city areas. 
He informed that near-
ly 315,000 saplings were 
planted in different parts 
of the city and other places. 
Under a program, organ-
ized here on Sept 19, as 
many as 7000 saplings were 
planted in Potohar Park, 
DhokeMunshi. Nearly 500 

students and their teachers 
took part in the plantation 
campaign. Advisor to the 
Chief Minister Punjab Asif 
Mehmood was also present 
on the occasion. 
He informed that PHA was 
striving to renovate public 
parks of the city besides 
plantation as per vision of 
the Advisor to the Chief 
Minister, Asif Mehmood. 
More facilities were being 
provided to the citizens at 
all parks, he added. 
The authority was carrying 
out mass plantation under 
ongoing monsoon planta-
tion campaign and more 

than the plantation target of 
200,000 plants, given by the 
Punjab government for 2021 
campaign was achieved as 
315,000 saplings had been 
planted during this season. 
The plantation was being 
carried out with the help 
of various private institu-
tions, he said adding, PHA 
had planted over 120,000 
saplings on new Islamabad 
Airport Road. 
He informed that PHA also 
planted saplings at Fazaia 
College Nur Khan Base 
and sixth road under ongo-
ing monsoon tree planta-
tion campaign.

PHA plants 315,000 saplings 
under clean & green programme

Iqbal's poetry 
translated in 
Portuguese

ISLAMABAD: For the first 
time poetry of national poet 
of Pakistan Allama Iqbal 
has been translated in Por-
tuguese language by Marco 
Luccesi, the chairman Brazil 
Academy of letters. Chair-
man Pakistan Academy of let-
ters (PAL) Dr. Yousuf Khushk 
told APP. He said that the 
book entitled 'Prelude' was 
the first translation of poems 
by Allama Iqbal in Brazil. The 
book would be released at the 
end of October. Dr. Yousuf 
said that Lucchesi has already 
translated Rumi and was now 
dealing with YunusEmre's 
translation. – APP

RCB confiscates 132 
truckloads of goods 

Shujaat Hamza

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi Cantonment Board (RCB) on the 
special directives of Executive Officer Cantonment Board, 
Rawalpindi Muhammad Umar Farooq Ali Malik accelerat-
ed its ongoing anti-encroachment drive and confiscated 
132 truckloads of goods from different markets during first 
three months of current fiscal year. 
According to RCB spokesman, Qaiser Mehmood encroach-
ment material was confiscated from Tench Bhatta, Kamala-
bad, Saddar, Chor, Peoples Colony, DhokeSaydian, Misrial 
Road, BakraMandi and other areas, adding that operation 
was being conducted on daily basis while permanent and 
temporary encroachments were being removed. 
He advised the citizens not to violate the rules otherwise 
stern action would be taken against the violators and no 
relaxation would be given to anyone.  Station Commander, 
Brig. Ijaz Qamar Kiani had also directed the Rawalpindi 
Cantonment Board (RCB) to remove encroachments along 
main roads. During a visit to Saddar and other areas of can-
tonment, last month, the station commander, who is also 
the RCB president, asked the board’s authorities to acceler-
ate its ongoing operation against encroachments.
He had visited different sites and inspected construction 
work as well as cleanliness in the area and expressed dis-
pleasure over encroachments along footpaths and roadsides 
particularly in and around Saddar area.

Seminar on 
“75 years of 
Pak literary 
journalism” 

held
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Academy of Letters (PAL) 
Sunday organized an online 
seminar “75 years of Paki-
stan Literary Journalism” 
in connection with Pakistan 
Diamond Jubilee celebra-
tions series. In his welcome 
remarks, Chairman PAL Dr. 
Yusuf Khushk said that all 
the programs of Diamond 
Jubilee celebrations were 

being recorded and on com-
pletion will be uploaded on 
Google Cloud.
He said that PAL had signed 
MOUs with several coun-
tries for the exchange of 
writers including China. He 
said that the Hall of Fame 
has been completed in PAL 
and soon will be inaugurat-
ed. In addition, work was 
underway on Literary Mu-
seums of 72 languages spo-
ken across the country. The 
seminar was presided over 
by Mahmood Sham, Nazir 
Leghari and Zahida Hina 
while Wusat Ullah Khan, 
Mazhar Abbas and Mansoor 
Afaq were chief guests on 
the occasion, said a press 
release issued here. – DNA
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Defence exports Population time bomb

A FTER having been impressed with Pakistan’s de-
fence equipment at the exhibition in Baghdad earli-
er this year, the government of Iraq placed an order 

for 12 JF-17 Thunder Block III fighter jets that are manu-
factured by the Pakistan Aeronautical Complex (PAC). This 
is a monumental step forward as it signifies that we have 
the technology and expertise to export high quality equip-
ment across the world. Argentina also bought 12 of the 
same fighter jets, as did Nigeria. This indicates a gradual 
increase in our defence exports.
Iraq’s delegation in Pakistan, led by Major General Mu-
hammad (pilot) Majeed Mahdi Mahmood, is negotiating 
a deal through which $664 million could potentially be 
funnelled into the country. Hopefully, we can harness this 
potential and materialise it. This inflow of money will cer-
tainly help our struggling economy but it will also allow 
for the PAC to conduct research and development that is 
targeted towards improvement and innovation in the de-
fence sector. We have the potential to expand our capabili-
ties to other weaponry beyond just fighter jets. Within the 
next few years, we could be exporting more equipment to 
a larger portion of the world.
Most of this development is courtesy of the technologi-
cal transfers made to Pakistan by China. It has helped in-
crease our capacity to produce advanced gear that meets 
international standards. We now have the avenue to ex-
plore the production of tanks, combat drones and other 
artillery that can be used domestically as well. In fact, the 
millions of dollars we are saving through utilising locally 
produced equipment can be reinvested into the industry 
to strengthen our own defence strategy.
As we move forward, we must explore the untapped markets 
that are available through improving upon our offering to the 
international community. Becoming a significant exporter of 
defence technology could be a game changer for us.

T HE Imran Khan administration deserves credit for 
raising issues like the country’s unhealthy population 
growth rate, stunted children, malnutrition, etc, at the 

highest level. Addressing the Kissan Card distribution cer-
emony in Dera Ismael Khan the other day, Prime Minister 
Imran Khan once again warned of widespread hunger, even 
famine, if crop production in the country did not match its 
population growth; which it doesn’t at the moment and will 
not unless pretty drastic measures are taken.
Now, just to keep our population fed and healthy, we have to 
import a lot more food than we would have had to if its growth 
rate weren’t so high. And we also have to imprint a lot more 
fuel, medicines, and other things just to meet our needs. That 
runs into a lot of extra expenditure, of course, and bloats our 
current account deficit to unaffordable levels, especially in the 
current economic environment. In times of turmoil, like the 
ongoing bout with the pandemic when the economy is forced to 
shut down occasionally, the high population number puts a lot 
of additional burden on the exchequer when the government 
must sprinkle subsidies and stimulus packages over the lowest 
earning groups just to keep them fed and healthy.
It’s already pretty shameful, and downright unforgivable, that 
we have come from an agri-surplus country to one which has 
to import a bulk of its food. And since the population has been 
growing at an out-of-control rate all this time, the problem be-
comes that much more magnified. The government’s focus on 
this area, therefore, is appreciated. And it also explains why the 
ruling party has made agriculture such a priority for this fiscal 
year’s budget. Improving productivity by embracing mechanisa-
tion, latest technology and modern seeds will make us produce 
more for our own consumption and give the trade balance some 
breathing space. At the same time, the government will also 
have to initiate a vigorous campaign that will make people real-
ise the extremely urgent necessity of reducing our population 
growth rate. Dense population also means more poverty, so 
there’s a lot to gain from such policies. But unless both these 
things are done in tandem, the results will disappoint. 

A YEAR of diplomatic relations between the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates and Israel has proven to be 
mutually beneficial. The question is whether 

the assumptions underlying the UAE’s initiative that 
led three other Arab countries to also formalise their 
relations with the Jewish state will prove to be correct 
in the medium and long term. UAE Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Zayed laid out the strategic assump-
tions underlying his establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions, as well as its timing, in a conversation with Joel 
C. Rosenberg, an American-Israeli evangelical author 
and activist, 18 months before the announcement. 
Mr. Rosenberg’s recounting of that conversation in 
a just-published book, Enemies and Allies: An Unfor-
gettable Journey inside the Fast-Moving & Immensely 
Turbulent Modern Middle East, constitutes a rare first-
hand public account of the Emirati leader’s thinking.
Mr. Rosenberg’s reporting on his conversation with 
Prince Mohammed is largely paraphrased by the au-
thor rather than backed up with quotes. The UAE’s 
interest in building good relations with American Evan-
gelicals as part of its effort to garner soft power in the 
United States and project itself as an icon of religious 

tolerance, and Mr. Rosenberg’s willingness to serve 
that purpose, add credibility to the author’s disclo-
sures. Mr. Rosenberg’s reporting, wittingly or unwit-
tingly, has laid bare the potential longer-term fragility 
of the relationship that is evident in Prince Moham-
med’s timing for the UAE’s recognition of Israel as well 
as the assumptions on which the Emirates has argued 
that relations would contribute to a resolution of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. What emerges is that the 
UAE and Israel have a geopolitical interest in cooperat-
ing to contain Iran and militias in Lebanon, Syria, Iraq 
and Yemen that are associated with the Islamic repub-
lic. They also reap economic benefit from the formali-
sation of a relationship that has long existed de facto.
When it comes to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, how-
ever, the implication is that public support for the re-
lationship could prove to be fickle even though com-
ment on social media in a country that tightly polices 
freedom of expression was dominated by supporters 
of the Emirati government. Prominent Emirati politi-
cal analyst Abdulkhaleq Abdulla described the public 
backing as “a show of support for the government 
rather than a show of support for ‘normalization’ 
(with Israel) as such.” Mr. Abdulla was speaking in 
May as Israeli warplanes bombarded the Gaza Strip in 
a conflict, sparked by protests in East Jerusalem, with 
Hamas, the Islamist group that governs the territory.
He noted that “no matter what your national priorities 
are at the moment or regional priorities are at the mo-
ment, when stuff like this happens, the Palestinian is-
sue comes back and hits you.” It was this sensitivity 
that persuaded Prince Mohammed that the door would 
close on establishing diplomatic relations with Israel 
without a solution to the Palestinian problem if then Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu were to go 
ahead with his plans to annex parts of the West Bank 
occupied by Israel during the 1967 Middle East war.
“The only way to stop Netanyahu from grabbing what 
the Emiratis saw as Palestinian land was to go full 
Godfather and make Bibi an offer he couldn’t refuse,” 
Mr. Rosenberg wrote referring to Mr. Netanyahu by 
his nickname. A proposal by the Trump administration 
that the UAE and other Arab states sign a non-aggres-
sion and non-belligerency pact with Israel without es-
tablishing diplomatic relations with the Jewish state 
gave Prince Mohammed the opening to push his plan.
“MbZ was open to the idea, but he now realized it 
would not be enough to pull Netanyahu away from his 
desire to annex large swaths of the West Bank. The 
only way to get what he wanted, MBZ recognized, was 
to give Netanyahu what he wanted most – full peace, 
full recognition, full normalization. But MbZ would 
have to move fast” to pre-empt the Israeli prime min-
ister Mr. Rosenberg summarised, referring to Prince 
Mohammed by his initials. Quoting then Emirati 
minister of state for foreign affairs, Anwar Gargash, 
rather than Prince Mohammed, Mr. Rosenberg regur-

gitates hopes publicly expressed by Emirati officials 
that the establishment of diplomatic relations would 
reinvigorate moribund Israeli-Palestinian peace talks.
The establishment of diplomatic relations promised to 
be “a 360-degree success, one that goes beyond trade 
and investment,” Mr. Rosenberg quoted Mr. Gargash 
as saying. Emirati economy minister Abdulla Bin Touq 
said the UAE hoped to boost trade with Israel to US$1 
trillion over the next decade. Emirati officials were 
further banking on the fact that strong cultural and 
people-to-people ties – absent in Israel’s initial peace 
treaties with Egypt and Jordan in the 1980s and 1990s 
– would put flesh on a skeleton of Arab-Israeli relations 
and ensure that Israel refrains from acts like annexa-
tion that would upset the apple cart.
Mr. Netanyahu’s successor, Prime Minister Naftali 
Bennett, has put those hopes to bed. He has unequiv-
ocally rejected the notion of an independent Palestin-
ian state alongside Israel, refused to negotiate peace 
with the Palestinians during his term, and suggested 
that the improvement of social and economic condi-
tions would satisfy Palestinian aspirations.
That could prove to be a risky bet given a shift to the 
right in Israeli public opinion, the growing influence 
of conservative religious segments of society, and the 
fact that some 600,000 Israelis who populate settle-
ments built on the West Bank and in East Jerusalem 
make a two-state solution de facto impossible. That 
would leave a one-state solution as the only solution.
For that to work, Palestinians would have to buy into 
Mr. Bennett’s approach that is informed by the con-
cept of “shrinking the conflict” that seeks to margin-
alise the Palestinian problem, put forward by Micah 
Goodman, an Israeli academic who chose to build a 
home in a West Bank settlement. “Twenty per cent of 
Israelis are on the extremes, for either withdrawing 
from the territories or annexing them,” Mr. Goodman 
says. “The remaining 80 percent who don’t want to 
rule over the territories or relinquish them don’t have 
a way to talk about the conflict, so they just don’t think 
about it. Which is the tragedy of the Israeli center.”
Shrinking the conflict, rather than solving it, is what 
Mr. Goodman calls “replacing indifference with prag-
matism.” He suggests that initiatives such as the cre-
ation of corridors between Palestinian enclaves on the 
West Bank and a border crossing to Jordan “up to the 
level that the Palestinians feel they are ruling them-
selves, without the capacity to threaten Israel” would 
tempt Palestinians to buy into his concept. Mr. Good-
man’s plan would ensure, in his words, that Palestini-
ans “don’t get anything like the right of return, a state 
or Jerusalem.” Prince Mohammed appears, based on 
Mr. Rosenberg’s account of his conversations with the 
UAE leader and other Emirati officials, to have adopt-
ed the approach.   “MbZ believed that by breaking the 
mould and making peace with Israel without giving the 
Palestinian leadership veto over his freedom of move-

ment, he could open the door for other Arab countries 
to see the benefits and follow suit,” Mr. Rosenberg 
wrote. Bahrain, Sudan and Morocco were quick to 
follow the UAE’s example. Some 300 Iraqi tribal and 
religious leaders, activists and former military officers 
called last week for diplomatic relations with Israel in a 
gathering in the Iraqi Kurdish city of Erbil.
“Just as we demand that Iraq achieve federalism do-
mestically, we demand that Iraq join the Abraham 
Accords internationally. We call for full diplomatic 
relations with Israel and a new policy of mutual de-
velopment and prosperity,” said Wisam Al-Hardan, a 
spokesman for the group and onetime tribal militia 
leader that aligned with the United States to fight 
al-Qaeda in 2005. Mr. Rosenberg noted that “as more 
Arab states normalized relations with Israel, MbZ and 
his team believed it could create the conditions under 
which the Palestinians could finally say yes to a com-
prehensive peace plan of their own with Israel.”
That may prove to be over-optimistic. Addressing the 
United Nations General Assembly this week, Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas warned that the Palestine Au-
thority would withdraw its recognition of Israel and 
press charges against Israel in the International Crim-
inal Court if Israel did not withdraw in the next year 
from the West Bank and East Jerusalem and lift the 
14-year-long blockade of the Gaza Strip.
The assumption underlying Prince Mohammed’s 
hopes that Palestinians as well as Syria, Jordan, and 
Lebanon for that matter, would ultimately fall into 
line, creates a false equation between most Arab 
states and those bordering on Israel or under Israeli 
occupation. Most Arab states like the UAE have ex-
istential issues with Israel that need to be resolved, 
which makes public opinion the potentially largest 
constraint on recognition of the Jewish state. There 
is no doubt that for Palestinians the issue is nothing 
but existential. The same is true for Jordan that has 
historic connections to the West Bank and whose pop-
ulation is more than half of Palestinian descent.
Similarly, Lebanon and Syria host large numbers of 
Palestinian refugees. Syria, moreover, has its own is-
sues with Israel given the latter’s occupation of the 
Golan Heights since 1967. Improving the social and 
economic conditions of the Palestinians are unlike-
ly to satisfy their minimal needs or those of Israel’s 
immediate neighbours. Not to mention what the ac-
celerated prospect of a de facto one-state solution to 
the Palestinian problem would mean for an Israel con-
fronted with the choice of being a democratic state in 
which Palestinians could emerge as a majority or a 
Jewish state that sheds its democratic character and 
claim to be inclusive towards its citizens.

– Dr. James M. Dorsey is an award-winning 
journalist and scholar and a Senior 
Fellow at the National University of 

Singapore’s Middle East Institute.

R USSIA has significant influence 
in Central Asia region through its 
soft power. Russian mass media, 

TV, film, theaters are very popular in the 
region. Some Central States like Russian 
political model and legislation trends. The 
central Asian Countries have also passed 
bills against extremism, blasphemy and ex-
tremism that are identical to Russia.Pres-
ent Russia is growing influence in Central 
Asian States because it wants to promote 
security, military and technical cooperation 
to modernize their armed forces. 
Today, United States and NATO are moving 
back to their home from Afghanistan. The 
security situation of Afghanistan is alarming 
to the neighboring countries particular Paki-
stan and Central Asian states. The Central 
Asian state had begun to embrace Afghan-
istan as a regional economic partner and 
involved in infrastructure projects. In Sep-
tember 2020, Mullah Abdul Ghani made a 
statement that Taliban would never attack 
on their neighbors of Central Asia. Central 
Asian states have also been focusing on 
peace process and reconstruction in Af-
ghanistan. Therefore, Russia has been 
concerned about Afghanistan’s uneven and 
indefinite security situation which is possi-
ble threat to the regional stability.
United States withdrawal from Afghanistan 
reinvigorated Russian consideration in Cen-

tral Asia. Russia has multifaceted defense 
relations with the regional states particular 
Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan and Tajikistan under 
the framework of Collective Security Treaty 
Organization (CSTO). These countries also 
have signed additional agreements to ensure 
stability in the region. Tajikistan has also 
signed an agreement to establish joint air 
defense system that may counter air attack 
from Afghanistan. Mr. Shoigu the defense 
minister of Russia had also discussed se-
curity matter with the counter part of Uz-
bekistan and sign an agreement to fight 
against terrorism. Both the countries also 
have prepared a Strategic Partnership Pro-
gram for 2021-2025.
On April 2021, Russia organized joint military 
exercise with Tajikistan to build a scenario of 
joint reaction on the border with Afghanistan. 
Military exercises have also taken place on 
the border of Uzbekistan and Afghanistan by 
Russian and Uzbek armies in Late December 
2020. The exercises were framed to counter 
the serious threat from the international ter-
rorist activities in the region. Russia real-
ized that the stability in Afghanistan is due 
to presence of international forces and drug 
trafficking. The terrorist groups like Al-Qa-
ida and ISIS come to Afghanistanfrom the 
other countries because they think Afghani-
stan is a safe asylum for them. 
The Russian measures and security agree-

ments with regional States demonstrate 
that Russia is also worried about post Unit-
ed States withdrawal Afghanistan situation. 
It shows that Russian anxiety and its lack 
of trust on the capability and potential of 
regional states. The withdrawal of United 
States from Afghanistan may lead to possi-
ble terrorist attack on the regional states 
borders.  In that circumstance Russia may 
assume her responsibility to protect their 
borders with Afghanistan.In this way, Rus-
sia wants to present itself as a regional and 
global leader. Putin administration focuses 
on regional security as well as on to improve 
socioeconomics.Russia also wants to form 
largest reprioritize its national and security 
interest in the region. Moscow thinks that 
post withdrawal of USA from Afghanistan, a 
vacuum of influence and porosity of border  
may empower criminal and fundamental-
ist structure, something that threaten the 
security of region and indirect Russian. 
Central Asian States are also following 
Kremlin to secure from any fundamentalist 
structure and terrorist activities.
Summing up, in the contemporary time, 
Moscow has well-maintained special politi-
cal and security relations with Central Asian 
States, chasing both old and new coopera-
tion. It can be confidently, said that Central 
Asia region is still very important for Russia 
and it may grow and expand over time.

UAE-Israel ties built on assumptions

Russian focus on the Central Asian region

James Dorsey

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

Mr. Netanyahu’s 
successor, PM Naftali 

Bennett, has put 
those hopes to bed. 

He has unequivocally 
rejected the notion 
of an independent 
Palestinian state 

alongside Israel, refused 
to negotiate peace with 
the Palestinians during 
his term, and suggested 
that the improvement 
of social and economic 
conditions would satisfy 
Palestinian aspirations

The Russian measures 
and security agreements 

with regional States 
demonstrate that Russia 
is also worried about post 
United States withdrawal 
Afghanistan situation. It 

shows that Russian anxiety 
and its lack of trust on the 

capability and potential 
of regional states
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WORLD / SPORTS06

Agencies

TUNIS: Hundreds of protesters have rallied 
in Tunisia’s capital to protest against Pres-
ident Kais Saied’s move to seize governing 
powers. Demonstrators gathered on Sunday 
in the centre of Tunis along Habib Bourgui-
ba Avenue under a heavy police presence 
to demand his resignation, chanting, “The 
people want the fall of the coup.”
Brushing aside much of the 2014 constitu-
tion, Saied gave himself the power to rule 
by decree on Wednesday, two months after 
sacking the prime minister, suspending par-
liament, and assuming executive authority.
About 2,000 people attended the rally in 
front of the iconic National Theatre, histor-
ically home to all the major demonstrations 
in Tunis. “I’m really, really angry,” said Sou-
mayaWerhani, a 30-year-old student amid the 
roar of the crowd and the sweltering heat. 
“We are demonstrating to denounce the 
president’s decisions to stop the constitution 
and his coup against state institutions.”
About 20 global and Tunisian human rights 
groups issued a statement on Saturday con-
demning the move as a “power grab”.

The signatories argued the decree, which 
strengthens the powers of the president’s 
office at the expense of those of the prime 
minister and parliament, is “implicitly abro-
gating the constitutional order in … a first 
step towards authoritarianism”.
BelgassenBounara waved a copy of the 2014 
constitution that Saied plans to rewrite. He 
came from Tataouine, in southern Tunisia, 

a poor region forgotten by the state. The 
computer salesman said he came to demon-
strate because “Saied wants to get rid of the 
constitution and our democracy. He is tak-
ing us back into dictatorship,” Bounara told 
Al Jazeera. Sunday’s protest was the second 
since Saied dismissed the government and 
suspended parliament on July 25.
However, Saied’s move has the consensus of 

large swaths of the population, who see his 
actions as necessary to address a crisis of 
political paralysis, economic stagnation and 
a poor response to the coronavirus pandem-
ic. On the other side of the street, a small 
but vocal group of Saied supporters chanted, 
“Kais Saied is good.” “The decree is nothing 
important, the Tunisian people want a clean, 
honest president who doesn’t steal from the 
people,” artist Mohamed Khaled told Al Ja-
zeera. “It’s stressful. People just want to fill 
their shopping bag and eat.”
Cherif El Kadhi, a former parliamentary 
officer, told Al Jazeera the demonstra-
tions were a sign that Saied’s actions are 
loathed as much as they are accepted. 
“These protests I think will continue to 
gain momentum depending on the eco-
nomic situation,” he said. “It’s quite clear 
Tunisians are fed up with the political 
elite 10 years after the revolution,” which 
is why they have put their trust in Saied, a 
former law professor, he added. However, 
discontent could lead to more protests in 
the coming weeks and months, he said. 
Ennahdha is itself grappling with internal 
dissent after 113 senior party members 
announced their resignation on Saturday. 

Tunisians protest President Saied’s ‘power grab’
Tunisia’s largest political party, Ennahdha, decried Saied’s moves as “a flagrant coup against democratic 

legitimacy”, and called for people to unite and defend democracy in “a tireless peaceful struggle”

Briefs
Taliban says 

don’t want 
any conflict

From Page 01
“The Taliban government 
will not force anyone to 
leave the country because 
their policy is to unite the 
people of Afghanistan.”
Addressing the traders of 
the country, Muttaqi said 
that this section of society 
is responsible for the eco-
nomic development of the 
country. “There are no re-
strictions for traders nor is 
there a market for bribes,” 
said Muttaqi, adding that 
ministers are within the 
reach of traders whenever 
they require any assistance.

Taliban 
lauds 

Pakistan’s...
From Page 01

He said war had ended in 
Panjshir and “we do not 
desire war with anybody”. 
Time had come that the 
Afghan nation should work 
for progress and prosperi-
ty of Afghanistan, he add-
ed. After peace in Afghan-
istan our priority was to 
expand trade with other 
countries, he told.

Covid-19 
positivity 

rate falls...
From Page 01

new recoveries surpassing 
fresh cases reported daily. 
Among the active cases, 
4,267 patients are under 
critical care. The National 
Command and Operation 
Centre (NCOC) urged peo-
ple to get the second dose 
of Covid-19 vaccine and 
follow safety protocols as 
these are the only reme-
dy against the potentially 
deadly coronavirus.

Russia says 
in contact 
with Pak, 
US, China 

From Page 01
former president Hamid 
Karzai and Abdullah Abdul-
lah, who headed the ousted 
government’s negotiating 
council with the Taliban.
Lavrov said the interim gov-
ernment announced by the 
Taliban does not reflect “the 
whole gamut of Afghan soci-
ety — ethno-religious and 
political forces — so we are 
engaging in contacts. They 
are ongoing.”
The Taliban have prom-
ised an inclusive govern-
ment, a more moderate 
form of Islamic rule than 
when they last ruled the 
country from 1996 to 
2001 including respecting 
women’s rights, providing 
stability after 20 years of 
war, fighting terrorism 
and extremism and stop-
ping militants from using 
their territory to launch 
attacks. But recent moves 
suggest they may be re-
turning to more repres-
sive policies, particularly 
toward women and girls.

Sudan says 
thwarts 

Ethiopian 
incursion

 

KHARTOUM: The Suda-
nese army said Sunday 
its forces had repelled 
an attempt by Ethiopian 
troops to push deep into 
the disputed Al-Fashqa 
border area.
“The armed forces re-
sisted an incursion by 
Ethiopian troops and 
forced them to retreat,” 
Al-Taher Abu Haja, media 
adviser to the Command-
er-in-Chief of the Armed 
Forces, told Anadolu 
Agency. “The army will 
not allow the Ethiopian 
forces to enter Al-Fashqa 
again after reclaiming the 
territory,” he said.
With a 1,600-kilometer 
(994-mile) shared bor-
der, Sudan and Ethiopia 
are engaged in a conflict 
regarding al-Fashqa Tri-
angle, a decades-long dis-
puted border without rig-
id demarcation that was 
renewed in November.
While Khartoum said on 
Dec. 31, 2020 that it im-
posed its control over the 
Sudanese territory where 
Ethiopian militias were 
present, Addis Ababa ac-
cuses the Sudanese army 
of controlling the Ethiopi-
an region, a claim denied 
by Khartoum. – APP

Avenfield 
flats bought 

through 
looted money

From Page 01
As a result, he said the coun-
try had to pay US $ two bil-
lion in interest to a compa-
ny which was in agreement 
with the then government 
to construct the motorway.
He also mentioned a story 
published in a leading na-
tional daily on December 4, 
2002 stating that the cost of 
Lahore-Islamabad motorway 
had exceeded to US $ 60 bil-
lion. The total income of mo-
torway till 2002 was Rs 450 
million only, he added.
Lashing out at Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan’s critics who 
said that he was against the 
construction of motorways 
in the past, Fawad said PM 
Imran was never against the 
development of road infra-
structure, but the corruption 
which was committed in the 
name of such projects.
“There is no concept of 
development without road 
infrastructure because com-
munication [linkages] are 
everything, but if you start 
building roads to promote 
your business as it was in case 
of Sharif family then there 
would be no development in 
the country,” he said, adding 
“The motorways are remark-
able and must be built.”  He 
reiterated PM Imran Khan’s 
stance about corruption and 
said corrupt practices at lo-
cal level did not cause major 
damage to the country, rather 
it was the ‘systematic’ corrup-
tion of a Prime Minister and 
his cabinet members which 
ruined the nation.
Fawad said the same did hap-
pen in Pakistan where from 
1947 to 2008, the total debt 
stood at Rs six trillion, but it 
were both the Sharif and Zard-
ari families which took it to Rs 
27 trillion in only ten years. 
The incumbent government 
had to return US $10 billion 
in the last three years to repay 
the loans taken by the past 
governments, he added. The 
minister said the country still 
had to repay massive amount 
of debt which was piled up due 
to the corruption of those two 
families in all the economic 
sectors of the country. The two 
families laundered the money 
which they had looted from 
the national exchequer; he said 
citing the example of Shehbaz 
Sharif who used bank accounts 
of his lower staff to stash Rs 25 
billion dirty money abroad.
The minister said when the 
country borrowed money for 
debt retirement, it eventually 
resulted into inflation, weak 
economy, expensive rates of 
utilities like electricity and 
gas.  To a query, he said con-
tracts worth Rs one trillion 
for road projects were made 
during different tenures of 
PML-N government. The 
present government under 
the leadership of Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan was striving 
hard to root out such mafias 
that had been weakening the 
country. About the corrup-
tion cases of Sharif family, he 
said the government was pur-
suing them vigorously to take 
them to logical conclusion. 
He lamented Shehbaz Sharif 
for criticizing the government 
on inflation and said it was 
him and his family who were 
a reason behind all the eco-
nomic woes in the country.

Azerbaijani-
Kyrgyz FMs 
talk bilateral 

issues
NEW YORK: Azerbaijani For-
eign Minister Jeyhun Bay-
ramov met with his Kyrgyz 
counterpart Ruslan Kazak-
bayev within the framework 
of the 76th session of the UN 
General Assembly, Trend re-
ports citing the Azerbaijani 
Foreign Ministry. The par-
ties at the meeting noted 
the successful development 
of ties in bilateral and mul-
tilateral formats, exchanged 
views on the prospects for 
their expansion.
They also expressed mutual 
satisfaction with the expan-
sion of the bilateral legal 
framework, the strength-
ening of cooperation in the 
political, economic, human-
itarian, scientific and educa-
tional, tourism, agricultural, 
cultural and other spheres. In 
addition, it was emphasized 
that fruitful cooperation is 
being carried out within the 
framework of international 
organizations. The parties 
discussed current issues on 
the international agenda, 
including the situation in 
the regions. Bayramov also 
informed his Kyrgyz coun-
terpart about the situation 
in the liberated territories. 
Kazakbayev asked Bayramov 
to convey to the head of the 
Azerbaijani state a congrat-
ulatory letter from the Pres-
ident of Kyrgyzstan on the 
occasion of the 30th anniver-
sary of the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between 
the two countries. – APP
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Volkanovski 
retains title 

in UFC
LAS VEGAS: Alexander Volkanovski retained his UFC 
featherweight title at UFC 266 after a thrilling five-round 
battle with rival Brian Ortega in Las Vegas. Australia’s 
Volkanovski, 32, made a strong start through the opening 
two rounds of their title fight at the T-Mobile Arena. But 
American Ortega, 30, turned the tables midway through 
round three when he dropped the champion with a big left 
hand then looked to chase for a submission. Remarkably, 
Volkanovski managed to firstly escape a mounted guillotine 
choke then Ortega’s best submission, a triangle choke, be-
fore hammering the challenger with ground strikes to fin-

ish the round. After Ortega received a lengthy inspection 
from the doctor between rounds the fight was allowed to 
continue into the fourth round. Ortega managed to take 
the action to the canvas once again early in the round 
but, despite locking up another choke, Volkanovski gave 
a thumbs-up to referee Herb Dean before escaping and re-
suming his striking onslaught on the ground. – DNA

President urges players to 
focus on their performance
The President appreciated the Maragalla Golf Club for maintaining a lush green 

environment by constantly planting trees. He also shared memories of Karachi club
ISLAMABAD: President DrAri-
fAlvi Sunday while expressing his 
confidence in the capabilities of 
national sports teams, stressed 
upon players to focus on their per-
formance in the field, so as to bring 
further laurels to the country. 
Addressing a closing ceremony 
of DTA 14th Chief of Naval Staff 
(CNS) Amateur Golf Cup here at 
the Margalla Greens Golf Club, 
the president observed that sports 
always contributed to healthy ac-
tivities, develop urge for compet-
ing and excelling while maintain-
ing maximum performance.
The president also hoped that 
sports like golf would be promot-
ed in the country, adding sports 
helped in learning different things 
about life. The ceremony was at-
tended by Chief of Naval Staff 
Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan 
Niazi and a large number of civil 
and military dignitaries and partic-
ipating golfers.
Referring to the national cricket 
team, the president said the na-
tional players had experienced 
an era of bias in the past.  The 

current Pakistan cricket squad 
had visited the United Kingdom 
during Covid-19 pandemic, he said 
while citing the cancellation of for-
eign teams’ visit of Pakistan. 
He said the prime minister had 
rightly urged the national team to 

focus on performing in the field 
which was vital. The president fur-
ther observed that Pakistani nation 
was blessed with capabilities and 
talents. The national teams, he 
said, by keeping up their perfor-
mance, dignity and self ego, would 

bring more success to the country. 
The president also narrated a 
historical incident of the cricket 
world when West Indian star Viv-
ian Richards pummeled England 
legendary bowler Bob Willis with 
his superb batting.  The president 

appreciated the Maragalla Golf 
Club for maintaining a lush green 
environment by constantly plant-
ing trees. He also shared his mem-
ories of Karachi golf club. 
He said the human beings are in 
the habit of looking for greenery 
and crave for getting a glimpse 
of natural scenery wherever they 
went. The president congratulat-
ed the prize winners for their well 
earned success and commended 
the high standards of sports dis-
played by all the participants.
The president, later, gave away 
trophies and awards among the 
winning players in the amateur, 
senior amateur and ladies catego-
ries. Major Saleem of Quetta Golf 
Club was given the winner’s tro-
phy for clinching the title. 
Pakistan Navy has always active-
ly pursued the cause of nurtur-
ing various sports activities and 
raise overall standards of sports 
at the national and international 
levels. The four-day long CNS 
Amateur Golf Cup is an annu-
al feature of PGF and Pakistan 
Navy sports calendar. – APP

Balochistan claims 
one-sided victory over 

Southern Punjab
R AWA L P I N D I : 
Balochistan have 
registered their 
first win of the 
ongoing National 
T20 Cup at Pindi 
Cricket Stadium. 
The Imam-ul-Haq-
led side defeated 
Southern Punjab 
by seven wickets, 
chasing a 102-run target in 17.2 overs.
The 18-year-old Abdul Wahid Bangalzai scored his first fif-
ty of the T20 career. He remained unbeaten on 58 off 55 
(five fours and a six). Wicketkeeper Bismillah Khan also 
played a good knock, scoring 28 off 29 balls.
Earlier, Amad Butt and Yasir Shah bagged three wickets 
each to bundle Southern Punjab out for 101 in 17.5 overs.
All-rounder Umaid Asif took two wickets while Kashif 
Bhatti and KhurramShahzad claimed a wicket each.
Only three SP batters reached to double-figures. Zeeshan 
Ashraf scored 18 at the top while captainSohaibMaqsood 
made 24. All-rounder scored 19. It was SP’s third consec-
utive loss in the competition. – DNA

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi in a group photo with the winners of the 14th Chief 
of Naval Staff Amateurs Golf Championship 2021. – APP

Ukrainian Oleksandr Usyk 
beats Anthony Joshua

Sports Desk

LONDON: Oleksandr Usyk 
is the new unified heav-
yweight world champion 
after dethroning Anthony 
Joshua with an incredible 
performance in London.
The Ukrainian put on a mas-
terclass in front of 65,000 
fans inside Tottenham Hot-
spur Stadium, outclassing 
Joshua over 12 rounds, and 
hurting the defending cham-
pion on numerous occa-
sions. The scorecards - 117-
112, 116-112, 115-113 - were 
all for Usyk and there was a 
mere shrug of the shoulders 
from Joshua as the second 
defeat of his professional 
career was confirmed.
Having seen a fight with 
fellow Briton Tyson Fury 
collapse last summer, Josh-

ua opted to face his WBO 
mandatory challenger and 
former undisputed cruis-
erweight champion Usyk 
instead. It appeared the eas-
ier fight for Joshua, but box-
ing's triumphant return to 
stadium nights was soured 
for the home crowd by a tru-
ly exceptional performance 
from the challenger.
Speaking to media, Joshua's 
promoter Eddie Hearn sug-
gested his fighter may have 
suffered a broken eye socket 
and would need to go to hospi-
tal. "I don't know if he has bro-
ken his eye socket, it doesn't 
look great," he said. "He said 
he couldn't see after the ninth 
round, obviously he was get-
ting tagged a lot as well."
A devastated Joshua left the 
ring immediately after the 
decision but later posted a 
short message on Twitter, 

saying: "Keep positive even 
if the world's crumbling in 
front of you! London I love 
you & thank you each and 
every time!" Joshua was re-
laxed and cheerful as he ap-
proached the ring, but con-
centration was etched on 
his face from the first bell.
Usyk's abilities quickly be-
came apparent, the 34-year-
old full of feints and pace 
from the off, moving Joshua 
around the ring at will as the 
defending champion settled 
into a surprisingly passive 
role. A few warning shots 
from Joshua fell short in the 
early rounds, Usyk either 
catching them with a glove 
or spinning away. It would 
become the pattern of the 
fight as Usyk made Joshua 
miss and executed a perfect 
gameplan of his own.
A left cross from Usyk rat-

tled Joshua in the third 
round, and prompted a 
noisy response from the 
crowd. Joshua rode the dan-
ger, failing to respond, but 
making it to the bell safely. 
Usyk was now brimming 
with confidence and the 
London crowd tried in vain 
to rouse their man into life.
A low shot from Joshua 
brought a complaint from 
Usyk and Joshua fired off 
another, perhaps sensing a 
weakness in his opponent. 
Round five was Joshua's 
best to that point, but Usyk 
remained in control and the 
Briton continued to miss his 
attempts to land any mean-
ingful shots. Finally, in the 
sixth round, Joshua landed 
his right hand, sparking a re-
sponse form Usyk, who wid-
ened his stance and appeared 
ready to trade. Joshua backed 
off, wary of a firefight.
And Joshua's fears were 
realised in the seventh as 
Usyk responded brilliantly 
to stun him with a left hook 
to the chin and send him 
stumbling backwards. Josh-
ua stayed on his feet, surviv-
ing the round but now in a 
dire predicament.
Usyk was comfortably ahead 
on the scorecards and Josh-
ua struggled to close the 
gap. The huge weight ad-
vantage was nowhere in ev-
idence, with Usyk keeping 
the fight at range and urg-
ings from Joshua's corner to 
move forward appearing to 
fall on deaf ears.

Pakistan out from 
Asian c’ship event 

KARACHI: Pakistan Table Tennis contingent has received 
a late Non-Objection Certificate (NOC) from the Pakistan 
Sports Board (PSB) and are now out of ITTF Asian Table 
Tennis Championship’s team event in Doha, Qatar. Earlier, 
Pakistan Table Tennis Federation couldn’t arrange a flight 
for contingent on time as there were no available. They will 
now leave on September 29. They will now only participate 
in singles and doubles events. They will start their cam-
paign from October 1 after finishing their quarantine.
The championship is scheduled to start on September 28. 
The players who were named in the NOC are; Mohammad 
Rameez, Fahad Khawaja, Mohammad Shah Khan, Moham-
mad Asim Qureshi, Mohammad Bilal Yasin, PerniyaZaman, 
HaiqaHasan, SanamYasin, Sana Muzaffar, and Ayesha Khan.
Ahmed Nawaz Khan will head the Pakistan contingent 
alongside female coach AsmaShahzadi. – DNA

3 dead in US train 
derailment in Montana

DNA

WASHINGTON: At least 
three people were killed 
and others injured Saturday 
in a train derailment in the 
US state of Montana, ac-
cording to reports.
"Empire Builder train 7/27 
derailed five cars near Jop-
lin, MT. There are approxi-
mately 147 passengers and 
13 crew members onboard, 
with injuries reported," the 
US’ largest railroad opera-
tor Amtrak said in a state-
ment. The number injured 

remains unknown but the 
New York Times, citing 
Amanda Frickel, the disas-
ter and emergency services 
coordinator for Hill County, 
Montana, said more than 50 
people were hurt.
The Liberty County Sher-
iff's Office confirmed the 
casualties. According to an 
Amtrak statement, five cars 
derailed. "Amtrak is work-
ing with the local authorities 
to transport injured passen-
gers, and safely evacuate all 
other passengers," it said. 
"Additional details will be 
provided as available."


