Soon From LAHORE & KARACHI

Briefs

Fawad lauds
opening of
cinemas

ISLAMABAD: Minister for

Information
and Broad-
el casting
; | Chaudhry
& Fawad Hus-
sain on
Wednesday appreciated Na-
tional Command and Con-
trol Centre’s decision to al-
low opening of the cinemas
in eight cities, including
Rawalpindi and Islamabad.
Tagging a notification of
NCOC, in a tweet, the min-
ister expressed the hope
that Lahore and Karachi
administration would in-
crease the vaccination drive
so that cinemas in those cit-
ies could be opened in the
next ten days. — APP

Zubair faced
threats, says
Maryam

DNA
LAHORE: Stating it cate-

gorically that

‘she and her

- father,  for-

N mer  prime
/s,‘ minister

Nawaz Sharif
were enough to keep Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) relevant in the
country’s politics, party Vice
President Maryam Nawaz
said on Wednesday that she
wished her father back to the
country before December.
“Nawaz is sick and is cur-
rently receiving treatment in
London,” she said and added
she would not let her father
to be handed over to the au-
thorities in Pakistan. Making
it clear that Zubair Umar
would continue to serve as
the party spokesman even
after his objectionable video
went viral on the social me-
dia, Maryam said.

‘No politics
on national
ISSues’

StaFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Leader of
the  House
in  Senate
Dr Shahzad

' Y Waseem on
“"" Wednesday

A b said  there

would be a number of op-
portunities to do politics
but being patriot Pakistanis,
there should be no politics
on national issues and for-
eign policy. Responding to
points raised by Sherry Re-
hman and other senators in
Senate, he said the incum-
bent leadership of Pakistan
was taking best decision in
the national interests keep-
ing in view current political
scenario of the region.
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Pak rejects
references In
US senate bill

“We find all references inconsistent

A sister publication of CENTRELINE & DN

with the spirit of Pakistan-US
cooperation on Afghanistan since

2001,” says the F

ALI FUrRQAN

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Wednesday de-
scribed the draft legislation introduced in the
US Senate as “completely unwarranted”, and
“inconsistent with the spirit of Pakistan-U.S.

cooperation” in Afghanistan since 2001.

“We see that a debate is underway in Wash-

spokesperson

Sanction Taliban,
supporters: US
Senators table bill

NEws DeEsk

ington both in the media and on Capitol Hill

ency

regional stability
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to reflect on and examine the circumstances
leading to the US withdrawal from Afghani-
stan,” said Foreign Office Spokesperson Asim
Iftikhar in response to media queries about
draft bill introduced by few U.S. Senators.

He said, “The draft legislation introduced in
the U.S. Senate by a group of Senate Repub-
licans seems to be a reaction to this debate.”
“The legislation includes references to Pa-
kistan that are completely unwarranted.
We find all such references inconsistent
with the spirit of Pakistan-U.S. coopera:
tion on Afghanistan since 2001, including
facilitation of the Afghan peace process
and during the recent evacuations of Amer-
ican and other nationals from Afghanistan,”

Continued on Page 06

WASHINGTON: American senators have
tabled a bill in the US Senate, demanding
a deeper investigation into the Taliban’s
victory in Afghanistan and sanctions on
the group as well as those who assisted
them in driving out the Ashraf Ghani-led
regime. The ‘Afghanistan Counterterror-
ism, Oversight, and Accountability Act’
seeks to establish a task force that will fo-
cus on continued evacuation of American
citizens, legal permanent residents and
Special Immigrant Visa holders from Af-
ghanistan. Introduced by 22 American Re-
publican senators, the bill seeks to tackle
issues related to the Afghan withdrawal,
such as counterterrorism strategies and

Continued on Page 06
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8 cities
Restrictions
on adults not

fully vaccinated
from Friday

ISLAMABAD: MATSUDA Kuninori, the Ambassador of J
of the Government of Japan conferring the imperial decoration on Feroz Shah. — DNA

i

apan to Pakistan, on behalf

Pak businessman
gets Japanese award

Amb. Matsuda hopes that this contribution
will further promote economic relations and

understanding between Japan and

Shehbaz slams govt for
launching fake cases

“Honour and humiliation both are in the hands
of God. | want to reveal the facts,” Shehbaz said

ABID Raza

SHAHEEN HANIF

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Planning, Development and
Special Initiative Asad Umar
Wednesday announced re-
laxation in eight cities with
the highest level of COVID
vaccination from October
01 (Friday). “The National
Command and Operation
Center (NCOC) has decided
to relax restrictions in eight
cities- Quetta, Peshawar, Is-
lamabad, Rawalpindi, Muzaf-

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: The Government of Japan has
conferred the 2021 Spring Imperial Decora-
tion, “The Order of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays
with Rosette” upon Mr. Syed Feroz Alam
Shah, Honorary Technical Advisor, Federal
Board of Investment (Bol) and Director of
National Engineering Corporation (NEC),
in recognition of his dedicated contributions
to promoting economic relations and mutual
understanding between Japan and Pakistan. §
MATSUDA Kuninori, the Ambassador of =2

Continued on Page 06

an Muslim
League
(Nawaz)
President
and op-
position
leader in
the National Assembly She-
hbaz Sharif lashed out at the
PTI government and Prime
Minister Imran  Khan’s
cohort for levelling base-
less corruption allegations
against him and his family
members for the last three
years saying his and his fam-
ily’s acquittal by the Nation-
al Crime Agency of the UK
had vindicated his position.
Addressing a presser at
PML-N central secretariat
in Model Town, Lahore on
Wednesday, Shehbaz Sharif
said there was a hullaba-

LAHORE: Pakist

Fawad rejects

MEDIA CENTER PARLIAMENT HOUSE

KHAYAM ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Information and
Broadcasting Fawad Chaudhry on Wednesday held
a press conference in Islamabad to provide details
of the money-laundering case against Leader of the
Opposition in the National Assembly Shahbaz Sharif.

farabad, Mirpur, Gilgit and
Skardu,” he said while ad-
dressing a virtual press talk
along with Special Assistant
to Prime Minister on Nation-
al Health Services Dr Faisal
Sultan here after chairing
the meeting of NCOC.

The minister also announced
to impose restrictions on
adults not fully vaccinated
from Friday. Asad Umar said
the NCOC had set the target of
vaccinating at least 40% of eli-
gible population (15 years and
above) which had been met by
the 8 cities where the restric-
tions were being relaxed. He
said ban on shrines was being
lifted that would be opened
completely for the vaccinated
people only. Similarly, cinema
halls are also going to open
from the said date and the
entry would be linked to show-

Pakistan
L, AT

T

FIA to probeﬁ corrupion

In PML-N road projects

PM says the PML-N extorted Rs 200 million per

kilometre on construction of every four-lane road

SHUJAAT HamzA

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Imran Khan on
Wednesday said he had giv-
en mandate to the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
to probe the exorbitant cost
incurred on the road con-
struction projects under-
taken by the government of
Pakistan Muslim League-N.
Addressing at the upgra-

loo among the ranks and
files of the government

Continued on Page 06

Responding to Shahbaz's press conference earlier in

Continued on Page 06

ing vaccination certificate.
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dation

Continued on Page 06

of  Balochistan’s

Diversifying ties with Pakistan my priority: Amb Kistafn

There is a great potential and political will on both sides therefore it is time to start a new chapter in the
history of our bilateral relations. The Karakorum Highway is yet another route of transportation
that connects four countries namely Kazakhstan, Pakistan, China and Kyrgyzstan

EXCLUSIVE

ANSAR MAHMOOD BHATTI

Ambassador of Kazakhstan
Yerzhan Kistafin gave an
exclusive interview to Daily
Islamabad POST. This was
his first-ever interview to
any Pakistani media house,
after assuming charge of the
office of the Ambassador
of Kazakhstan to Pakistan.
Ambassador Kistafin recently
presented his credentials to
the President of Pakistan
Dr. Arif Alvi. First part of the
interview was published on
September 16, 2021.

BILATERAL RELATIONS

N the occasion of presenting my

credentials to the President of

Pakistan Dr Arif Alvi, the Pres-
ident said that we should develop and
strengthen economic cooperation be-
tween the two countries. | fully agreed
with what the President of Pakistan
said because Kazakhstan can serve for
Pakistan as a golden gate in terms of

providing access to markets of Central
Asia, Euro Asia and Europe. When we
talk about bilateral relations it is not
only about considering each other as a
final point of destination rather we can
serve as regional hubs so as to reach out
to other countries. We have to create a
friendly environment at B2B level. Due
to non-availability of direct flights com-
munication between the two countries
may be a hurdle therefore my special
focus is on resumption of direct flights
between the two countries. As you know,
we used to have direct flights in the
90s. Towards this end, | have held a few
meetings with the officials of Pakistan
International Airlines and positive ges-
tures expressed by the officials makes
us optimistic that the goal of resumption
of direct flights shall be achieved soon.
The start of cargo flights is also under
consideration and as a matter of fact we
wish to start both commercial as well
cargo flights ideally simultaneously.

Likewise, resumption and reactivation
of Pakistan-Kazakhstan Business Coun-
cil is yet another area | am working on
because | strongly believe such bodies
can surely play an important role in
further strengthening the bilateral ties.
Meetings of working groups can also
be helpful in materialising dream of

enhanced bilateral relations therefore
I am trying to hold such meetings by
the end of this year positively in order
to give further impetus to our B2B en-
gagement.

There is no denying the fact that peo-
ple-to-people contacts are yet another
potential source of building bilateral
relations on solid footings. There are
a number of similarities between Ka-

zakhstan and Pakistan in the fields of
history, culture and religion. It there-
fore provides us with an apt excuse of
building strong people-to-people con-
nections. To achieve this goal, we need
to establish links among our youths;
intellectuals and our academic insti-
tutions. In this regard our first and
foremost priority is to establish links
among various academic institutions

and | am pleased to share with you
that just few days ago we had an on-
line session between the Quaid-e-Azam
University and Kazakh Technical Uni-
versity. We are planning to organise a
big conference dedicated to coopera-
tion among the Pakistani and Kazakh
universities in the fields of science and
technology. There is a great potential
and political will on both sides there-
fore it is time to start a new chapter
in the history of our bilateral relations.
The Karakorum Highway is yet another
route of transportation that connects
four countries namely Kazakhstan,
Pakistan, China and Kyrgyzstan. The
highway needs some maintenance work
before it is used for goods transporta-
tion and | hope it shall be done with our
collective efforts but meanwhile yes
Afghanistan can be the shortest and ap-
propriate transit route for goods trans-
portation, provided the country is stabi-
lised and peace return to Afghanistan.
Our President has stressed that Ka-
zakhstan was ready to hold a construc-
tive dialogue with Afghanistan but first
Taliban should demonstrate by their
deeds that they have changed their do-
mestic as well international policies.

Continued on Page 6
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Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 0334-5421812

Airlines
TurkishAirlines......8494949

Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police  Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi......... 9270601-20

Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIACargo............... 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA....ooiiiriis 9281092

Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666
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Departments

9221334-43
9208301-04
........... 9250360-6
5555864

....................... 5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

E

Complaints

Water Tanker Service
E-7,F10 &F-11......9204654
G-5,G-6,G-7,G-8....9203883
G9, G110, G111, G112,
[ < TR 9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Islamabad
Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224
Potohar Town......... 9209224
Rawal Town............. 5773343

Wasa Water Tank

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125

Masood urges extension of

CPEC route to Afghanistan

Masood Khan stressed that Chinese role is vital to establish peace in Afghanistan

after withdrawal of US troops and es

ZUBAIR AHMAD

ISLAMABAD: AJK former Presi-
dent Sardar Masood Khan has said
that the withdrawal of US troops
from Afghanistan and fragile peace
in the region demand extension of
CPEC route to Afghanistan. He
was addressing an inaugural cer-
emony of a book “Bagh-O-Bahar”
written by Chinese students and
translated in Urdu by Pak-China
Global Cultural Link “on eradica-
tion of Corona Virus” in National
Library Islamabad on Wednesday.
Masood Khan said that the book
represents the message of hope,
strength and determination in the
youth how to defeat the deadly
epidemic and other disasters. He
said Pakistan with the help of Chi-
na has worked with full determi-
nation to control the unexpected
catastrophe like Corona Virus. He
said the Chinese efforts regarding
eradication of Corona Virus are
appreciable at World level.

Masood Khan stressed that Chi-
nese role is vital to establish
peace in Afghanistan after with-
drawal of US troops and estab-
lishing peace in the entire region.
Head of Tehreek-e-Nojawan,

Abdullah Hameed Gul in his
address said China is pursuing
the peaceful policy towards de-
velopment in a different way
which also conveys the mes-
sage of hope to the world how
to overcome difficult situation.
He said due to Corona virus,
the education system, business
and industries had been closed
suddenly, but restored with the
concerted efforts. He said Chi-
na’s might was not recognized
till 70s, but due to the dedicat-

-
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ed efforts, hard-work and de-
termination of its people China
became a nuclear power and a
World Super Power.

Since Independence, Pakistan
faced worst kind of situation af-
ter the death of our two top lead-
ers Quaid-e-Azam and Liaquat
Ali Khan, whereas the Chinese
leadership remained for the next
30 years and its paved way for
the development of China.

He said the current leader of
China President Xi Jinping has

tablishing peace in the en

strengthened bilateral relations
with Pakistan, extended full
cooperation in every field and
stood with Pakistan shoulder to
shoulder and helped not only in
trade, business and development
but at diplomatic level. He said
we have to follow the policy of
China in the field of technologi-
cal development.

Member of Prime Minister In-
spection ~ Commission  Syed
AbuAhmedAkif said during Covid
epidemic, China has once again

tire region

proved a true friend of Pakistan.
He said the Pakistan appreciates
Chinese help in providing vaccine
in need of the hour.

Deputy Director Chinese Studies
Centre at Nust University Zamir
Awan said that the book “Bagh-
O-Bahar” represents love and af-
fection and the Chinese language
is spreading fast in the United
States and stressed the need that
we should also learn Chinese lan-
guage. He said Pak-China friend-
ship would be strengthened further
to thwart the nefarious designs of
the enemy forces. He said with the
joint efforts of the two countries we
can only overcome the difficulties.
Director General National Library
while welcoming the guests said
that the efforts of children would
further strengthen the friendship
between the two countries. Direc-
tor Roots Millennium Sabina Zakir
addressing the ceremony said that
Roots School plays vital role in
strengthening the friendship not
at the students’ level but also at
the national level. He said the Pa-
kistani children would also write
a similar book. He said that three
ex-Chinese Premiers had also vis-
ited the Chinese Language Centre
established in Roots School.

( Expanding mangrove )
forests envision climate
positive development

i

riid
ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Azerbaijan Khazar Farhadov meeting with the Speaker of National Assembly
of Pakistan Asad Qaisar. They exchanged views on various matters. — DNA

CTP launch
SmMog
awareness

drive

RAWALPINDI: The City
Traffic Police (CTP) have
launched a smog aware-
ness campaign to sensitize
motorists to keep them-
selves safe during smog
season. The campaign has
been launched on the spe-
cial directives of City Traf-
fic Officer (CTO) Rawal-
pindi Rai Mazhar Igbal
with an aim to raise aware-
ness about best practices
to keep oneself safe and
healthy during smog sea:
son, Incharge Education
Wing, AjmalSatti said.
Therefore, drivers and
car owners should main-
tain their vehicles prop-
erly before coming on the
roads, he added.

The CTP teams are also
distributing pamphlets
and face masks among
motorcyclists, motorists
and pedestrians and ad-
vising them to avoid waste
burning which contribute
to smog formation. — DNA

Webinar on
female fiction
writers held

Chairman CDA viIsItS

ISLAMABAD:  Spe-
cial  Assistant to
the Prime Minister
(SAPM) on Climate
Change Malik Amin
Aslam on Wednesday
o said the expanding
P ! mangroves  planted
L > under Ten Billion
P t &i S‘ Ml Tree Tsunami Plan-

S e T =~ tation (10BTTP) pro-
ject was Prime Minister Imran Khan’s vision on Climate
Positive Development. The SAPM on his official Twitter
handle expressed his views after visiting a mangrove plan-
tation site along with Sindh Forest Department officials.
Amin wrote, “Visited the expanding Mangrove forests,
under Ten Billion Tree Tsunami with Sindh Forest Depart-
ment at this amazing site in Sindh--perfectly captures the
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s vision of Climate Positive
Development with Clean Energy and Forests nature-based
solutions at one site.” The SAPM tweeted a video showing
wind turbines working in the backdrop of mangroves plan-
tation that was thriving, hence showing a set of different

environment-friendly solutions to conserving nature, gener-
\_ating power and creating green jobs at once place. — DNA _/

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Academy of Letters (PAL)
on Wednesday organized an
online seminar on the role
of Pakistani women writers
in fiction in connection to
the Academy’s diamond ju-
bilee celebrations. The aim
of the webinar was to cele-
brate the overwhelming re-
sponse of female writers to-
wards fiction writing which
was earlier male dominated.
The webinar was presided
by Urdu Fictionist Noorul
Huda Shah from Karachi,
whereas renowned writer
Neelam Ahmed Bashir from
Lahore was the chief guest.
The speakers expressed their
views on diverse and multifac-
eted issues pertaining to fic-
tion writing and highlighted
the core issues focused by
the modern writers in their
pieces of writing. — DNA

Arts and Craft village

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Chairman CDA along

that existing food court will be renovated

and after renovation it will be rented out

through transparent process.
Furthermore it was also decided that

with  Member Administration 0 PM Arts and Craft village will be de-
and Member Finance of 6\’ . E » clared Car Free Zone having
the authority visited the Q)‘ o oy designated car parking so
Arts and Craft village Q ¥ '76 that people particularly
on Wednesday. On the x) ) S} families could be provid-
occasion, the admin- =~ | N ed a quality recreation-
istration decided that *% :v* = al venue.

Arts and Craft village = N # 7 O nstructions were is-
would be revived in Q. = * L= sued to start rehabili-
accordance with its A . __5:«“ ¢l :;' tation work in the arts
original theme. The (O e - andcraftvillage. In this
administration further e , ' 6 connection landscaping

directed that artisan’s

pavilions will be given to
govts of Punjab, Sindh, Ba-
lochistan, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,

Gilgit Baltistan and Azad Jamu Kashmir
governments and artists and culture of
all regions and areas will be highlighted
in these six pavilions. It was also decided

‘St amash®

of the arts and craft vil-
lage will be improved, food
courts and pavilions will be
renovated in addition to provision
of missing facilities in the venue.
The site has been under adverse posses-
sion since its establishment and has re-
mained mostly unutilized.

RCB seals 5 godowns, serves notices to violators

The CEO urged the residents to play their due role and remove stagnant water from
rooftops and other places besides cooperating with the anti-dengue teams

RCh

SHUJAAT HamzA

RAWALPINDI:The  Rawalpindi
Cantonment Board (RCB) under
its ongoing anti-dengue drive have
sealed five godowns and issued

Rawalpindi Cantonment Board
Lets Make Rawalpindi Cantt Neat And Clean

ed to ensure timely cleanliness
and proper solid waste disposal in
all areas, he added.

RCB teams also visited hotels
restaurants workshops tyre shops
and junkyard godowns and in-
formed the citizens about dengue

45 notices besides imposing fines
amounting to over Rs 50,000 on
the rules violators. According to a
RCB spokesman, Cantonment Ex-
ecutive Officer, Muhammad Umar
Farooq Ali Malik had directed the
authorities concerned to acceler-
ate ongoing anti-dengue campaign
and strictly monitor anti-dengue
activities in cantt areas.

He instructed the officers to
utilize all available resources to
control dengue. Strict action in
accordance with the law would be
taken against negligent officials,
the CEO warned. He said, Sep-

tember and October, two months
are very important regarding con-
trol of dengue as most of the cases
reported during this period so the
teams must focus activities to en-
sure elimination of dengue larvae.
The CEO RCB said, anti-dengue
surveillance activities, elimina-
tion of larvae, IRS Spray and
fogging was being carried out in
cantt areas while special teams
on emergency basis had also been
constituted. He informed that an-
ti-dengue teams visited Chamana-
bad, Masrial Road, Allahabad,
Westridge Bazar, Afshan Colony,

Gawalmandi, Koh-e-Noor, Mukar-
am Town, Qasimabad, Milatabad,
Shahbaz Town, Naseerabad and
other areas during last week and
issued 45 notices. Five godowns
were also sealed and teams im-
posed fines amounting to Rs
50,000 to the rules violators while
nine cases were also sent to Mag-
istrate who imposed Rs 105,000
fines on violators, he added.

He informed that anti-dengue
spray was also conducted in over
1500 houses. The CEO urged the
residents to play their due role
and remove stagnant water from

rooftops and other places besides
cooperating with the anti-dengue
teams. He said, the citizens were
also being educated and informed
about importance of sanitation,
cleanliness and preventive meas-
ures against dengue.

Lady health workers during door-
to-door campaign are Vvisiting
houses to educate the community
particularly females about preven-
tive measures against the disease.
According to a RCB spokesman,
the main focus of the campaign
was on public health education.
The sanitary staff had been direct-

and adoption of maximum precau-
tionary measures against dengue.
The teams also removed stagnant
water and dengue larvae from
several breeding sites. The RCB
spokesman said vulnerable points
were regularly being checked and
special inspection was conducted
to check dengue mosquito larvae.
He urged the citizens to adopt
precautionary measures and re-
move stagnant water from their
homes and roof tops as most of
dengue larvae and adult mosqui-
to is found in air coolers water
drums and scrap items.

Admissions
closed for

continuing
students

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Allama Igbal
Open University (AIOU) has
set September 30 (Thursday)
as the last day for admission
in the programs offered in
autumn 2021 semester includ-
ing PhD/M Phil, Matriculation
and FA programs for continu-
ing students only. Previously,
the deadline was September
20, however, it was extended
till September 30 to facilitate
the continuing students, a var-
sity release said.

Continuing  students are
required to apply online
through the given URL on
the university website(www.
aiou.edu.pk) with their us-
ername and password. Us-
ername is the registration
number of the student while
password is the last two let-
ters of their name and last
four digits/letters of their reg-
istration number. Moreover,
admissions are in progress
for the programs offered in
the second phase of autumn
2021 semester including B
Ed, BS and PGD programs.
Prospectuses and admis-
sion application forms are
available online on the uni-
versity website. Interested
candidates may apply in
these programs via online
mode till October 18, 2021.

Aftab Shah
remembered
at condolence

reference

News Desk

RAWALPINDI: A condo-
lence reference and poetry
recital were organized in the
memory of renowned poet,
writer and intellectual Syed
Aftab Ahmad Shah under
the auspices of literary and
cultural organization Irtqa
in collaboration with Punjab
Arts Council on Wednesday.
According to a press release
issued here, poets across the
country participated in the
programme and paid rich
tributes to the renowned
poet Aftab Shah. Muham-
mad Izhar-ul-Hagq and Prof.
Sharif Ashraf presided over
the program while special
guests were Anjum Salimi,
SaimaAftab, Fazal Gilani,
Afzal Paras and Wafa Chishti.

Plastic
material
exports

increase 64%

ISLAMABAD: The export
of plastic materials from the
country has witnessed an
increase of 64.49 percent
during the first two months
of the current financial year
(2021-22) as compared to
the corresponding peri-
od of last year. Pakistan
exported plastic material
worth $59.973 million dur-
ing July-August (2021-22) as
compared to the export of
$36.461 million during Ju-
ly-August (2020-21), show-
ing growth of 64.49 percent,
according to the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS).

In terms of quantity, the
plastic export also rose by
2.06 percent from 40,413
metric tons to 40,972 met-
ric tons, the data revealed.

Meanwhile, year-on-year basis
the plastic export increased
by 70.10 percent during the
month of August 2021 as
compared to the same month
of last year. — APP

Heart related
death rate
increasing

due to Covid

ISLAMABAD: Cardiologists
on ‘World heart day’ have
called on media for creating
wide-range awareness among
the young population and
warned that the heart-related
death rate was continuously
on an alarming stage world-
wide including in Pakistan
due to the lingering effect of
the Covid-19 pandemic.
Talking to a private news
channel health experts ex-
plained that in Pakistan with
every passing hour around
46 persons are dying daily
and till 2023 worldwide over
23.6 million people will effect
by heart disease. Like oth-
er parts of the globe, world
heart day was being celebrat-
ed in Pakistan on September
29th with an objective to
raise awareness among peo-
ple about cardiovascular dis-
eases (CVD) and measures
for their control, experts
added. - APP
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Tensions easing

]:[ N the backdrop of a six-year proxy war in Yemen that

culminated in the eventual cutting of ties between the

Saudi and Iranian government, new rounds of diplomat-
ic talks are expected to begin soon. This is a step forward
for both countries that could result in tensions decreasing
within the Middle East and could provide some relief to
Yemen which is currently fighting one of the worst human-
itarian crises in the world. The first few rounds of discus-
sions between the Kingdom and the government of Iran took
place in early April but were halted to give time for President
Ebrahim Raisi’s administration to form and settle into office.
Itis positive to see that the initiative has not been abandoned
and that there is commitment to the process of improving
ties with one another, despite the tumultuous history.
Since 2016, Houthi rebels have been engaged with Saudi
Arabia to restore the government in Yemen. Matters were
made worse once the Kingdom supported former President
Donald Trump in withdrawing from the Nuclear Deal and en-
couraged the imposition of strict sanctions on Iran. An initi-
ative to establish cordial relations was needed, and Baghdad
looks to have provided just that with constant attempts to re-
start dialogue. Millions have been caught in the crossfire as
Yemen suffers from crippling famine. Furthermore, with the
country’s economy in shambles, almost 80 percent of the 30
million citizens are surviving on aid alone. If and when an
agreement is reached, the conflict can also be resolved and
Yemen can experience some peace after years of bloodshed.
Thus, all efforts must be encouraged by the international
community as well, including the P5+1.
Once the US and Iran also begin the Vienna negotiations
and if things go smoothly, hostilities could ebb and a more fa-
vourable outcome will be reached for conflict resolution and
improving foreign ties between one another. What is most
important is that each stakeholder approaches the table with
determination and the willingness to move on.
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Most expensive
sugar import

EWS that the federal government has just imported the

most expensive sugar in the country’s history, one day

after it decided to intervene in the market to control
runaway food inflation, is cause for some very serious worry.
It’s precisely things like these that make people fret whenever
the government decides to control prices in the most non-tradi-
tional ways. Intervention to control prices invariably runs into
subsidies without which food cannot be made affordable for the
lower classes. But when the government has to pay top dollar
for edibles in the international market, then sell it at below par
prices in the local market, it’s the government’s fiscal position
that takes the blow. Needless to say, of course, that given the
government’s present fiscal constraints, and the fact that it is now
importing very expensive food, the strategy to intervene seems a
little out-of-place even before it has been green-lighted by cabinet.
But telegraphing the move ahead of time, which the government
did to earn brownie points from the voters no doubt, means that it
will have to bankroll it for a while at least or risk losing what little
support the announcement was able to build.
The excuse that rising international commodity prices are behind
the whole problem will just not cut it with the people. Food prices
have been unrealistically high in Pakistan since well before the pan-
demic, when they were still subdued in the commodity market. Back
then even the government blamed special interest groups and mafi-
as for the artificial price hike and promised to crack down on them
without mercy. The present finance team, which is still relatively
new to the job, ought to take a step back and revise its ambitious
pro-growth strategy. No doubt prices need to be controlled. But if
market forces are found wanting, perhaps the government should
give its idea of cracking down on profiteers another thought rather
than throw reserve money into subsidies with no end in sight. Subsi-
dising food when it has to be bought from abroad will unnecessarily
bloat the import bill, perhaps to the point that the Balance of Pay-
ments (BoP) position becomes untenable, which would do neither
the rupee collapse nor rising inflation much good. Best to let better
sense prevail now than scramble for it later. *

The APT game of Caspian sea

Dr M Ali Hamza

The Caspian region is one
of the important focal points
for world geopolitical game.

Thestrategic value of the
region is determined by the
factors that Caspian shelf is
among the richest oil fields

in the world. Estimations
proclaim 3% and 4% of
the world total crude oll
and natural gas reserves:
17 and 33 billion barrels
and 232 trillion cubic feet
respectively, in the Caspian
region. Moreover the
Caspian region, covering
Caucasia, adjacent to
the sea areas of Russia,
northern Iran and western
parts of Kazakhstan
and Turkmenistan,

HE APT (Azerbaijan, Pakistan, Tur-

key) ties should not surprise anyone,

as Pakistan and Turkey were the first
two nations that recognized Azerbaijan as
an independent country following the col-
lapse of USSR. Pakistan and Azerbaijan are
considered as strategic partners, whereas
Turkey and Azerbaijan are often branded as
‘one nation with two states’ because both are
Turkic countries. Pakistan and Turkey has al-
ways extended the support to Azerbaijan in
its efforts to consolidate its independence,
preserve its territorial integrity and realize
its economic potential arising from the rich
natural resources of the Caspian Sea.
The Caspian region is one of the important
focal points for world geopolitical game. Thes-
trategic value of the region is determined by
the factors that Caspian shelf is among the
richest oil fields in the world. Estimations
proclaim 3% and 4% of the world total crude
oil and natural gas reserves: 17 and 33 billion
barrels and 232 trillion cubic feet respective-
ly, in the Caspian region. Moreover the Cas-
pian region, covering Caucasia, adjacent to
the sea areas of Russia, northern Iran and
western parts of Kazakhstan and Turkmeni-
stan, and located in central part of Eurasia,
thus Caspian area is situated between polit-
ically and economically importantregions of
the world : Europe, Middle East, South and
East Asia and providesthe best land routes
connecting these regions.
Since mid-1990s there has been an active
phase of geopolitical game around the Caspi-
an Sea. It has become obvious that it possess-
es enormous oil and gas potential. The main
feature of the mid 1990’s was competing inter-
ests of the western countries and Russia over
the issue of pipeline routes.At present most of
the export pipelines are directed via Russian
territory. Such situation benefits Moscow by
giving it political tools for strengthening its
position in the region. But today few export
routes are not using Russian territory like
the biggest export pipeline to bring oil direct-

ly from Caspian fields to European markets
is the Baku-Thilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) pipeline,
which was commissioned in 2006. BTC con-
nects Baku, the capital of Azerbaijan and Cey-
han, a port on the south-eastern Mediterra-
nean coast of Turkey, via Thilisi, the capital of
Georgia. It is the second-longest oil pipeline
in the former Soviet Union, after the Druzhba
pipeline, and carries an average of 1 million
barrels of oil per day.

A new phase of political developments in Caspi-
an region started after the events of 9/11 that
has changed strategic conditions at internation-
al and regional levels. In the first decades after
9/11the US appeared to have strengthenedpo-
litical and economic positions in Central Asia
and Caspian regions, whereas Russia’s political
influence has been weakened. But today US
think-tank analysts believe that United States
is ‘less visible’ and that its role has ‘flattened’
in the region.A report byUS National Security
Strategy for Central Asia that was released in
2020 emphasizesthatUS remains committed
in this energy rich strategic crossroads,not
the least to provide an alternative to the in-
fluence of Russia and China.US Secretary of
State, Michael Pompeo categorically said that
the perception of declining US interest in the
region is largely psychological. Statement by
the Pompeo was indeed a try to reassure its
partners in the region that in times of turbu-
lence US remains a reliable partner for the
countries like Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbek-
istan, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan. In 2013,
the unveiling of Belt Road Initiative (BRI) by
China: and to be more precise the New Eurasia
Land Bridge and China Central Asia- West Asia
Corridor proved to be a deep nail in the coffin
of US interests in the region. Furthermore, it
appears that Russia has revised its foreign poli-
cy and seems more inclined toward supporting
Azerbaijan over Armenia in Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict. Russian support to other littoral states
could be a second last nail to the coffin of US
interests in Caspian region. And when US
blame Pakistan for all its loss in Afghanistan,

it is just about losing the strategically planned
hegemony of US in Caspian region. If Pakistan
in collaboration with other regional think tanks
choreographed the destination of Afghanistan,
then it must have proved to be the last nail?
The US hue and cry makes sense.

The Caspian littoral states include the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran, Turkmenistan, Kazakh-
stan, the Russian Federation, and the Repub-
lic of Azerbaijan. All the states are interested
in exploration of rich resources of the sea
to export them to world market. The export
of raw materials allows these countries to
solve their economic problems since it is
the main source of hard currency for most
of them.Practically until 2018: Caspian Con-
vention, its legal status was not uniform, and
was based on the aspirations of individual
states and the rules of its use were initially
regulated in peace treaties. The key factor
for further development in this region was to
determine the legal status of the basin.

Let’s get back to APT game. Azerbaijan, Pa-
kistan and Turkey have continuously backed
each other on various international forums on
national interest matters such as Kashmir, Cy-
prus and Nagorno-Karabakh. Turkey is interest-
ed for strengthening its positions in the Caspi-
an region and use it as a platform for promoting
their interests in other strategically important
regions of the world.Pakistan envisioned long
back the importance of Azerbaijan in context
of Caspian Sea, therefore had a quick move in
establishing diplomatic and security relations
with Azerbaijan. Nine bilateral agreements of
diplomatic and economic nature in 1995, final-
izing defense and military agreements in 2002,
special meet-up of president Musharraf’s and
President Heydar Aliyev on sidelines of ECO
(Economic Cooperation Organization) 2003
held in Istanbul-Turkey, back and forth visits
of dignitaries to Baku and Islamabad between
2003 - 2008, and participation of Pakistan in re-
cent trilateral ‘Brotherhood’ military drill host-
ed by Azerbaijan are some examples of robust
union between the two brotherly states.

Sports victimization of Pakistan

Muhammad Najeeb Raja

Pakistan’s about 20 years
struggle for countering
terrorism was aptly and

abruptly demolished within
no moment by abandoning
cricket series by NZ and

ENGLAND is ridiculous.

If any civilized nation
left such striving state
without serious concerns ,
conspiracy of other
states or rumors...

AME is one of the tact of di-
! plomacy in the contemporary
period of time especially when
it comes to cricket, every shot of bats-
man and wicket out by bowler promotes
peace and harmony among the nations.
It demolishes depression and aggres-
sion of the people of different nations,
teaches them tolerance and way of co-
ordination in different aspects of life.
People make society peaceful and ex-
change culture and ideas with each oth-
er, while across the border game is one
of the way for exchanging culture and
ideas among the different societies. Af-
ter societies, nations interact with each
other for cordial relationships. Games
are the source of regional stability in
almost every aspect but the diplomatic
behavior of New Zealand recently was
really devastating.
Unexpected cancellation of New Zea-
land and England tours of Pakistan is
very unsportsmanlike. The match was
to be played between New Zealand and
Pak 18 years later but unfortunately
cancellation on “security concerns”
despite the provision of foolproof se-
curity from Pak elite forces is con-
demnable. Pakistan is a major country
that suffered more than enough during

war on terror as compared to any oth-
er nation in the world but still surviv-
ing with collapsed economy, poverty,
unemployment and many other waste
products of global war on terror.

New Zealand is a non nuclear state and
encouraged by international communi-
ty for Arms control and disarmament
but how ironic it is that a non nuclear
state have security concerns in nuclear
state! And even such state politicized
the cricket game in Pakistan on behalf
of black sheeps of international com-
munity. Pakistan being a democratic
state always looked forward with bet-
ter future and coordinated with other
nations of the world.

Recently KPL has mounted much in
India’s aggression. India during the
KPL threatened many international
players and commentators against
performing in kashmir. Unfortunate-
ly to some extent the Indian isolation
policy did work not only for Pakistan
sports but damaged Pakistan politi-
cally and diplomatically as well. All
the connectivity of of the cricket vic-
timization of Pakistan is supporting
Afghan T-a-l-i-b-a-n. Pakistan is and
has been indulged in the stability of
the whole region. The contribution of

Pakistan against global war on terror
are beyond world’s perceptions.
Pakistan’s about 20 years struggle for
countering terrorism was aptly and
abruptly demolished within no mo-
ment by abandoning cricket series by
NZ and ENGLAND is ridiculous. If
any civilized nation left such striving
state without serious concerns , con-
spiracy of other states or rumors then
people should conclude such states as
a terrorist state, such states are the
real emblem for promoting terror-
ism in the world. Pakistan did a lot
of tremendous work for relaunching
of cricket in its homeland. The time
has come for Pakistan to take quick
and swift actions against such evils
and odds of the uncivilized nations of
international community. World has to
review because gone is the goose to
that laid golden eggs.Rebuttals are the
dire need of present time of Pakistan.
Pakistan should strive hard to crush
isolation policy and politics of India,
NZ and ENGLAND as all of them are a
chip of the old block.

Pakistan should not immolate its na-
tional interest for other nations of the
world with such attitude whether it’s
cricket game or politics.
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Pak rejects
references...

From Pace 01
the spokesperson stressed.
He said Pakistan had con-
sistently maintained that
there was no military solu-
tion to the conflict in Af-
ghanistan. Similarly, a co-
ercive approach would not
work and the only way to
achieve long term sustain-
able peace in Afghanistan
was through engagement
and dialogue, he added.
Moreover, the spokesper-
son said sustained security
cooperation between Paki-
stan and the United States
would remain critical in
dealing with any future ter-
rorist threat in the region.
“Such proposed legislative
measures are, therefore,
uncalled for and counterpro-
ductive,” he maintained.

Sanction
Taliban...

From PacGe 01
sanctioning the Taliban for al-
leged human rights abuses in
the country. “Not later than
180 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, and
not less frequently than annu-
ally thereafter, the Secretary
of State, in consultation with
the Secretary of Defense and
the Director of National Intel-
ligence, shall submit to the
appropriate  congressional
committees a report on enti-
ties providing support to the
Taliban,” the bill read.

It added that further as-
sessment of “support by
state and non-state actors,
including the Government
of Pakistan, for the Taliban
between 2001 and 2020,
provision  of  sanctuary
space, financial support, in-
telligence support, logistics
and medical support, train-
ing, equipping, and tactical,
operational, or strategic di-
rection” should be held.
The bill seeks a probe into
the “support by state and
non-state actors, including
the Government of Paki-
stan” for the 2021 Taliban
offensive that helped topple
the Afghan government led
by Ashraf Ghani.

Pakistan
businessman
gets..

From Pack 01
Japan to Pakistan, on behalf
of the Government of Japan
on September 29 conferred
the imperial decoration
“The Order of the Rising
Sun, Gold Rays with Ro-
sette” upon Mr. Syed Feroz
Alam Shah. The conferral
ceremony was held at his
official residence with limit-
ed participants, while taking
infection prevention meas-
ures against COVID-19.

Mr. Syed Feroz Alam Shah
has worked as Honorary
Technical Advisor at the
Federal Board of Investment
(Bol) since 2010, supporting
business ties between Japan
and Pakistan, whilst simulta-
neously working as a director
in the private sector. In terms
of facilitation of new entrants
to the Special Economic
Zone (SEZ) in Pakistan, he
dedicated to assisting entry
of business in the Pakistani
market. He additionally dealt
with the complicated appli-
cation process, cooperating
with the Pakistani Govern-
ment. Likewise, after formal
introduction into the market,
he contributed to working for
the coordination of amend-
ments to the SEZ Act to be
more coherence with actual
business activities.

Apart from his work further-
ing bilateral business ties, he
has established “Pak-Japan
Friendship Society (PJFS)”
in 2000 in Balochistan with
his brother, and been ful-
filling a major role as the
president from 2018. He has
also contributed to establish
“Pak-Japan Culture Centre in
Quetta” which promote cul-
tural exchange through in-
troducing Japanese Movies,
Japanese Marshal arts “Ka-
rate” and Flower arrange-
ment etc. His activities is
not just focusing on not only
strengthening Economic ties
but also cultural understand-
ing between two countries.
Ambassador ~ MATSUDA,
while speaking on the occa-
sion, congratulated Mr. Shah
on receiving this prestigious
imperial decoration by the
Government of Japan and
hoped to develop closer coop-
erative ties between two coun-
tries along with Mr. Shah. The
Ambassador expressed his
sincere hope that this contri-
bution will further promote
and strengthen economic rela-
tions and mutual understand-
ing between Japan and Pak
as well as people-to-people
contacts between the two
friendly nations.

ECB Chairman apologises
for cancelling Pak tour

The ECB chairman confirmed that they have “recommitted to a proper tour to
Pakistan next year” and that England will be fully prepared to handle any exceptions

AGENCIES

LONDON: Pakistan recent-
ly suffered a major sethack
when New Zealand cricket
dropped a bombshell by quit-
ting their highly anticipated
tour of Pakistan minutes
before the toss for the first
One-day International (ODI),
citing a ‘security threat’.
The Kiwis did not share
the threat details with the
Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) nor the Pakistan
security agencies, which
created animosity in the
air and New Zealand faced
the wrath for unilaterally
making the decision.

Their decision was fol-
lowed by the England
cricket team, which has
dented years of efforts
PCB made to repair their
image on the international

stage. There have been a
lot of rumours that neither
the players, nor the coach
was consulted over the
cancellation of Pakistan
tour and England Cricket
Board (ECB) made this de-

cision on their own.

The rumours were recently
addressed by the ECB chair-
man lan Watmore, who apol-
ogised for the cancellation
of the Pakistan tour

“I am very sorry to anyone

who feels hurt or let down
by our decision, particularly
in Pakistan,” said Watmore,
while talking to Daily Mail.
“The decision the board
made was an extremely
difficult one and the board
made it with the primary
consideration being the wel-
fare and mental health of
our players and staff.”

“The board took the deci-
sion based on its own judg-
ments and it didn’t go out
to consultation. Had we
decided to go forward with
the tour we’d have had to
put the proposals to the
players, but it didn’t reach
that,” Watmore added.

The ECB chairman con-
firmed that they have
“recommitted to a proper
tour to Pakistan next year”
and that England will be
fully prepared to handle
any exceptions.

ECB’s apology is
a success of Pak
stance: Fawad

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minis-
ter of Information and Broad-
casting, Fawad Chaudhry
said their stance stood suc-
cessful after England and
Wales Cricket Board (ECB)’s
chairman lan Watmore apol-
ogized for withdrawing from ¥
the Pakistan tour. In a tweet ’
after Watmore’s statement,

the federal minister said heads are high as England and
Wales Cricket Board apologized for not touring. “The
announcement of England and Wales Cricket Board to
visit Pakistan next year is a welcome step. | would like to
thank stars of the cricket world, the diplomatic communi-
ty, Media, and Cricket lovers around the world for their
support for Pakistan Cricket, yet again Pak has emerged
as strong and resilient nation,” he wrote. — DNA

Messi scores first PSG goal
In UCL win over Man City

DNA

PARIS: Lionel Messi scored
his first Paris Saint-Germain
goal on Tuesday and it was a
significant one, helping put
Pep Guardiola’s Manches-
ter City to the sword in a
2-0 Champions League win
for the French club.

Messi’s goal was both stun-
ning and also so typical of
the Argentine, as he burst
forward from the right and
played a onetwo with Kyli-
anMbappe on the edge of
the box, holding off Aymer-
icLaporte before sending a
first-time strike high into the
net.It raised the roof at the
Parc des Princes, as PSG
supporters celebrated see-
ing the six-time Ballon d’Or

winner open his account for

the club he joined in August.
“The most important thing
was to win the game against
a great side, one of the fa-
vourites,” Messi told broad-
caster Canal Plus. “It’s true
that I was getting desperate
to score my first goal. |
hadn’t played much recently
and | had only played once
here at home but | am set-
tling into the team little by
little.” Idrissa GanaGueye,
arguably PSG’s best player
this season, had given the
hosts an early lead to leave
City chasing the game.

Guardiola’s side, who beat
the French club in the
semi-finals last season be-
fore losing the final, dom-
inated large spells of the
match in between the two

goals, but their finishing
let them down.

They will especially rue the
moment in the first half
when Raheem Sterling and
Bernardo Silva each hit the
bar in quick succession, but
City will still be confident of
progressing to the last 16.
“We controlled them and
unfortunately we could not
score. That's football. Noth-
ing to say except my biggest
compliment to the team,”
Guardiola told BT Sport.

Of Messi he added: “We
know it’s impossible to con-
trol Leo. He didn’t see a lot
of the ball, but he’s unstop-
pable.” PSG and Club Brug-
ge, who won 2-1 at RB Leip-
zig, are level on four points
at the top of Group A, with
City on three points.

FC Sheriff
shocks Real
Madrid

MADRID: FC Sheriff Ti-
raspol, a football club from
a pro-Russian separatist
enclave of Europe’s poor-
est country, Moldova, has
pulled off one of the big-
gest shocks in Champions
League history by beating
Spanish giants Real Ma-
drid. “We came here to
win,” Frank Castaneda,
the Sheriff captain, told
AFP news agency after his
side’s 2-1 victory at Ma-
drid’s Bernabeu stadium.
The estimated value of
the entire Sheriff squad is
12 million euros ($14m),
about the same as the an-
nual salary of Madrid de-
fender David Alaba “We
didn’t just come here to
sit around. We know how
good our players are and
luckily for us, Madrid
weren’t able to take their
chances — and we took
ours,” Castaneda said.
For Sheriff, this was only a
second match in the Cham-
pions League group stage.
Real dominated but Sheriff
scored two excellent goals
and had a third disallowed
for offside, and now have six
points out of six. — APP

Murray wins San

-3 g .- EaRe Ve

ISLAMABAD: FS Sohail Mahmood& First Vice-

FM of Korea Choi Jong Kun co-chaired 11th Rd

of Pak-ROK BPC, and reviewed entire spectrum
of Pak-ROK relations & resolved to further
strengthen bilateral & multilateral co-op. FS

D1

TEXAS: Andy Murray won his first match 6-3 6-2 in the
San Diego Open after a late replacement saw him face
lucky loser Denis Kudla. The 34-year-old former world
number one was set to face Japan’s Kei Nishikori, who
withdrew with a back injury. Cameron Norrie also had
a straight sets win in the first round over Germany’s
Dominik Koepfer 6-2 7-5. British number one Dan Evans
is in action on Wednesday and he faces South African
lucky loser Kevin Anderson.

Wildcard Murray cruised through his match against the
29-year-old American in just 69 minutes but is likely to
face more of a challenge in the second round against
the Norwegian second seed, Casper Ruud, ranked world
number 10. Murray, currently ranked 109 in the world,
reached the quarter-finals at the Moselle Open in Metz
last week. That was his best finish in seven tournaments
since his latest comeback in June after four disrupted
years following a major hip injury.

“First and foremost it’s great to be on the court healthy
and competing week after week for the first time since
2017. It’s been a long time and I’'m starting to feel better

Legend Pacquiao quits
Boxing to contest
Philippines presidency

MANILA: World boxing icon Manny Pacquiao announced his
retirement from what he called the "greatest sport in the world"
on Wednesday to focus on a run for the Philippines presidency,
the biggest fight of his career. In a 14-minute video posted on
Facebook and Twitter, "Pacman", as he is known in the sport,
thanked fans worldwide before closing the curtain on a 26-year
boxing career that earned him world titles in eight different
divisions, which to this day remains unmatched. "I just heard
the final bell. Boxing is over," said the 42-year-old Pacquiao,
now a Philippines senator, drawing a flood of reactions from
fans ranging from disbelief to gratitude.

Pacquiao, whose fast footwork and blistering speed of punch-
es made him one of the top offensive fighters in the sport's
history, said he was at peace with his decision, adding it was
the turn of other Filipino boxers to shine. "As | hang up my
boxing gloves, | would like to thank the whole world especial-
ly the Filipino people for supporting Manny Pacquiao,” he
said, fighting back tears. Pacquiao came from impoverished
beginnings as a ship stowaway who started fighting on the
streets as a boy, with prizes of $2 a fight. His net worth was
$63 million last year, according to his Philippines statement
of assets. He is widely rated as among the best pound-for-
pound fighters in history, better than Muhammad Ali, veter-
an promoter Bob Arum said in 2010. —- DNA

Ruud has been in strong form this year with tournament
wins on clay in Geneva, Bastad, Gstaad and Kitzbuhel, with
his world ranking rising from 27th in January to his cur-
rent place in the top 10. Norrie will face the winner of the
clash between Evans and Anderson. In the WTA Chicago
Fall Tennis Classic tournament, Harriet Dart made use of
her lucky loser position in the main draw to beat Brazilian
qualifier Beatriz Haddad-Maia 6-1 3-6 6-1. She will face the
Russian 12th seed VeronikaKudermetova. — Agencies

Emma given Indian
Wells wildcard

LONDON: Emma Raducanu is the first British woman in
44 years to win a Grand Slam

Britain's US Open champion Emma Raducanu has been
given a wildcard into the Indian Wells main draw.

It will be the 18-year-old's first tournament since her
stunning victory in New York earlier this month.
Although she is now ranked 22 in the world, the entry
list for Indian Wells was published during the US Open,
when she was outside the top 100.

The tournament, one of the biggest outside of the Grand
Slams, takes place in California from 4-17 October.
Raducanu has also entered tournaments in Russia and

FIA to probe
corruption
in PML-N...

From Pace 01
Jhaljao-Bela Road at an event
held here at the PM House,
the prime minister said in-
vestigation would reveal how
a corrupt government looted
the public exchequer by car-
rying out projects at a “much
higher cost”. Imran Khan
said the PML-N extorted Rs
200 million per kilometre on
construction of every four-
lane road, the information
about which was available
on the websites. He termed
corruption the biggest prob-
lem of the country, where a
handful of people in power
misused the public money. “A
corrupt government through
misappropriation of funds
and theft of tax money always
leads to the loss and damage
of a nation,” he said, adding
that the plundered money
could have been used for fur-
ther communication projects,
particularly in Balochistan.
Stressing on an “equitable”
national development, he
said road connectivity in Ba-
lochistan was equally essen-
tial for the socio-economic
prosperity of the country.

Shehbaz
slams...

From Pace 01
regarding his acquittal by the
NCA of the United Kingdom.
“Honour and humiliation
both are in the hands of God.
| want to reveal the facts,”
Shehbaz said. He said his par-
ty leaders were put behind
the bars but the government
could not prove any corrup-
tion case against them. He
said that Imran Khan wanted
to put himin jail. The PML-N
president held that the Na-
tional  Accountability Bu-
reau (NAB) and the Federal
Investigating Agency (FIA)
launched billions of rupees
corruption cases against
him and his family but they
could prove nothing.

Fawad
rejects...

From Pace 01

the day, Chaudhry said that
“he lied for more than one
hour during the briefing”.
“Shahbaz held a long press
conference today but nobody
was able to understand what
he was trying to say,” Fawad
said. “He continued to lie
throughout the one hour and
10 minutes of the press con-
ference instead of providing
answers to the allegations
cases against him.”

Shahbaz had held a press
briefing after a UK court
ordered his and his family’s
bank accounts restored.
The PML-N president had
said that the National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB)
and Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) could not
prove corruption of “even
a single penny” against him
and former prime minister
Nawaz Sharif.

Restrictions
to ease...

From PacGe 01

The dining would continue as
per guidelines whereas mar-
riage halls and restaurants
are allowed to keep open sev-
en days a week in the 8 cities,
however marriage halls and
restaurants would remain
close at least one day in a
week in other cities.

Furthermore, the minister
added that ban on refresh-
ment and water for the pas-
sengers in flights was also
being lifted, however only
those passengers with com-
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NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERATION
WHEN we talk about nuclear non-prolifer-
ation, we should go back to the history. In-
deed, from the very beginning of its inde-
pendence Kazakhstan renounced to own
the nukes it inherited from the Soviet Un-
ion and declared itself a strong and ardent
advocate of the Nuclear-Arms-Free-World.
The Soviet Union leadership decided to
construct a nuclear site on Kazakh soil
in 1947 and in 1949 the very first nucle-
ar explosion took place in Kazakhstan.
The nuclear site in Kazakhstan remained
in operation for 40 years and during this
period over 456 nuclear tests were con-
ducted, which was indeed a tragedy for
the people of Kazakhstan who suffered a
lot due to these explosions. According to
an estimate over one million people badly
suffered due to the nuclear tests. It was
in this background that our leadership in
1991 decided to stop all kinds of tests be-
sides abandoning the nuclear site.
Kazakhstan was the only post-Soviet
Central Asian country to have nuclear
weaponry, so its decision to renounce
was of fundamental importance for en-
tire Central Asia to become officially

since 2006 a Nuclear-Weapon-Free-Zone,
as the respective Treaty was signed in
Kazakhstan between all five Central
Asian states. It means that Central Asia
is never supposed to be the area with nu-
clear weapons deployed.
Kazakhstan was one of the sponsors
of the UN GA Resolution, which in in
2009 declared 29th of August the In-
ternational Day against Nuclear Tests.
Moreover, in 2015 Kazakhstan initiat-
ed the 70th session of the UN GA to
adopt the Universal Declaration on the
Achievement of a Nuclear-Weapon-Free
World, while the then President of
Kazakhstan NursultanNazarbayev ap-
pealed to the world community to build
by the 100 Anniversary of the UN in
2025 to get totally rid of nuclear arms.
We strongly believe that this ambitious
goal is achievable, given the strong po-
litical will of countries concerned.
KAZAKHSTAN PRESIDENT
KASSYM-JOMART
TOKAYEV'S INITIATIVES
When it comes to relationship of Ka-
zakhstan with the outside world, noth-
ing has changed so far from the Presi-
dent Tokayev’s ascension to power, as
he is strictly following the multi-factor
foreign policy, architected by the First

President of Kazakhstan and Leader of
the Nation NursultanNazarbayev.This
policy proved to be quite effective and
corresponding the most with Kazakh-
stan’s vital foreign policy interests.

Our first President always emphasised
the need to give priority to economy

over politics because he believed that
economic stability would automatical-
ly bring political stability as well. Our
current leadership is also following this
principle and has introduced a humber
to economic reforms. This is why Pres-
ident Tokayev is more concentrated on
developing domestic political and eco-
nomic reforms, which means existence
of strong link between the society and
state authorities. This is to say that
state authorities must be responsive
and sensitive to any societal demands
within the concept of the so-called
“Hearing State”, which the President
Tokayev wants Kazakhstan to be.

When it comes to ease of doing business,
Kazakhstan ranks 25th in the world out
of 180 countries, which is a clear man-
ifestation of business friendly policies
of the government and the vision with
which President Tokoyev has been lead-
ing the country. The President strong-
ly believes in political modernization.
Kazakhstan is an ardent advocate of its
gradual political modernization, which
is about extension of the area of politi-
cal liberalization in our society with the
utmost goal of making citizens fully re-
sponsible for the country and its future.
Our president has made it clear that
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there is no economic development with-
out the political modernisation and he is
trying to undertake a number of meas-
ures in this regard. Establishment of na-
tional council on public trust is one such
step. The main goal of these institutions
would be to establish a direct commu-
nication between the government and
civil society. He has invited prominent
figures from all walks of life including
NGOs, civil society, and human rights
activists to be part of this institution.

Likewise, Kazakhstan has introduced
a number of amendments in its laws
whereby the threshold for establishing
political parties has been reduced to 4
percent from 7 per cent which means
more and more parties can become part
of the parliament. If a political party
wants to have representation in the par-
liament it has to allocate 30 per cent quo-
ta for women and young people. These
measures would ostensibly change the
political culture of Kazakhstan in fa-
vour of especially the youth and women.
Moreover, previously, anybody wishing
to take out a rally was required to seek
prior approval from the authorities but
the incumbent govt has done away with
this obligation and now anybody can do it
after informing the local authorities.



