
Pandora papers 
will discourage 

corruption: Fawad
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Fawad Chaudhry 
expressed the hope that the Pandora 
Papers investigation will discourage cor-
ruption and open up more avenues for 
transparency.  "The Panama Papers [inves-
tigation] brought to light various assets stashed abroad 
by a lot of corrupt people," tweeted Fawad Chaudhry. 
"Now, it is being said that another investigation led by 
the ICIJ is being released soon. Imran Khan has always 
pressed developed countries to discourage the practice 
of transferring looted money from poor countries to the 
developed ones," he said.  "If Pandora Leaks confirms 
the transfer of looted money from third-world countries 
to others, then it will further validate Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan's stance," he tweeted.  "We hope this investiga-
tion will also open up new avenues of transparency and 
will prove to be another setback for corruption." – DNA

Tarin clarifies  
role in offshore 

companies
ISLAMABAD: Minister for Finance Shaukat 
Tarin on Sunday clarified his role in the open-
ing of certain offshore companies. He said the 
offshore companies were opened when Tariq 
Fawad Malik, who worked for the UAE's Tariq 
bin Laden company, had obtained formal per-
mission to invest in Silk Bank, of which he was a major stake-
holder. Tarin clarified that no bank account of the companies 
was opened and no transaction took place. Later, when minds 
were changed regarding investment, the companies were 
closed, between 2014 and 2015, he said. He added that Tariq 
bin Laden is a major Saudi investor, while Tariq Fawad Malik 
worked for Tariq bin Laden's company in the UAE.
In this regard, Malik — a key figure in the Broadsheet case 
— said that in 2014, he was associated with a Middle Eastern 
company that wanted to invest in Tarin's bank.  He said that 
his company, wishing to invest in the bank, also held negoti-
ations with the State Bank of Pakistan. – DNA
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PESHAWAR: Jamiat Ul-
e m a - i - I s -
l a m - F a z l 
(JUI-F) chief 
Maulana Fa-
zlur Rehman 
has said the 

incumbent government is 
taking steps to repeal the 
law on a special agenda. 
Talking in Peshawar, Maula-
na Fazl said the assembly 
was being pressured to pass 
un-Islamic laws. He said 
the friendly neighboring 
countries were not happy 
at present because of the 
failed foreign policy of the 
incumbent government.

PM vows to 
investigate 

‘Pandora’ 
names

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Prime MIn-

ister Imran 
Khan pledges 
to take action 
against all 
the names 
men t i oned 

in Pandora Papers. In a 
tweet, he said, “We welcome 
the Pandora Papers expos-
ing the ill-gotten wealth of 
elites, accumulated through 
tax evasion & corruption & 
laundered out to financial 
“havens”. The UN SG’s Panel 
FACTI calculated  a stagger-
ing $7 trillion in stolen assets 
parked in largely offshore tax 
havens. My over-two decades 
struggle has been premised 
on the belief that countries 
are not poor but corruption 
causes poverty because mon-
ey is diverted from being in-
vested in our people. 

No secret 
talks with 

banned TTP
DNA

NOWSHERA: Minister for 
Defence Per-
vez Khattak 
issued a clar-
ification on 
Sunday say-
ing no secret 

talks are being held with the 
banned Tehrik-i-Taliban Pa-
kistan (TTP) in Afghanistan 
or Pakistan. Speaking to the 
journalists, the minister said 
that the Afghan government 
has assured that its territory 
will not be used against Pa-
kistan. He said that Afghan-
istan would be recognized 
only after consultation with 
all the countries of the 
region, adding that the 
whole world must cooper-
ate for the establishment 
of peace in Afghanistan.

Briefs

Over 700 Pakistanis’
names exposed in 
Pandora’s Papers

News Desk

KOHDAMAN: Taliban supporters and 
senior figures held their first mass ral-
ly outside Kabul on Sunday, in a show 
of strength as they consolidate their 
rule of Afghanistan. No foreign govern-
ment has yet recognised the former 
rebels’ rule, but their hold on power 
within the country is all but unchal-
lenged seven weeks after they took 
the capital. Earlier protests against 
the Taliban’s “interim government” – 
many led by women – have dwindled 
since a ban on unauthorised demon-
strations, but Sunday’s official victory 
gathering in Kohdaman township in 
the hilly outskirts of the capital was 
attended by 1,500 men and boys.
“This is the day we waited for,” said 
Khalil Haqqani, the new minister for 
refugees who in 2011 was named as 
a designated terrorist by the United 
States with a $5 million bounty on 

his head. He is a prominent leader of 
the Haqqani militant network founded 
by his brother Jalaluddin. “We have 
achieved our goal, but it requires pro-
tection,” he said, with his rifle leaning 
against the lectern, boasting that the 
country has a “bright future” despite 
being shunned by international donors. 
“My advice to the world is that they 
leave Afghanistan to Afghanistan.”

Flanked by Taliban fighters in com-
bat gear carrying assault rifles, 
leading Taliban officials and com-
manders addressed an audience sat 
in rows of chairs under awnings, 
celebrating victory over the Unit-
ed States. One speaker urged the 
crowd to “respect elders” because 
they were the “mujahids who fought 
against the Soviets” in the 1980s.

Taliban holds mass victory rally
“My advice to the world is that they leave Afghanistan 
to Afghanistan,” said Khalil Haqqani, the new minister
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UK to recognize 
Pak vaccination 

certificates: envoy
British envoy praised the 

National Command and Control 
Centre for doing a good job

DNA

KARACHI: The United 
Kingdom will soon rec-
ognize the vaccine cer-
tificates of NADRA from 
Pakistan, UK High Com-
missioner in Islamabad 
Christian Turner has said. 
Pakistan’s vaccination cer-
tificates of the vaccines 
approved by the UK, will 
be acceptable to the coun-
try, British High Commis-
sioner said on Sunday. The 
United Kingdom’s Covid 

rules will change from 
Monday (today), removing 
the ‘Amber List’ and al-
lowing anyone vaccinated 
anywhere by one of the 
four vaccines approved 
by the UK, to travel to 

Continued on Page 06

Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Tajikistan Ismatullo Nasredin hosted a reception on the occasion of Independence Day of his 
country. Seen in the picture are Ambassadors of Russia, Belarus, Austria, Korea, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan.

Finance Minister Shaukat Tareen name also included; various 
international figures also exposed; it took the ICIJ almost two years 
to organise this investigation that involved more than 600 journalists

Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD:  Over 700 Pakistanis including 
ministers, civil servants and ex military officials 
have been exposed in recently divulged Pando-
ra’s Papers details. According to details Finance 
Minister Shaukat Tareen, Provincial Minister 
Abdul Aleem Khan, PTI senior leader Fasisal 
Vowda, PPP’s Sharjeel Memon, Federal Minis-
ter Khusro Bakhtiar, Monis Elahi’s names are 
included the Pandora’s Papers. It may be men-
tioned here that to have an offshore company not 
a crime provided it is duly declared.
The non-profit newsroom and journalist net-
work based in Washington DC, International 
Consortium of Investigative Journalists (ICIJ), 
has received more than 11.9 million documents 
containing 2.94 terabytes of confidential infor-
mation from service providers who helped set 
up and manage offshore companies and trusts 

in tax havens around the world.
The ICIJ shared the data with 150 media or-
ganisations and has led the broadest collabo-
ration in journalism history. It took the ICIJ 
almost two years to organise this investiga-
tion that involved more than 600 journalists 
in 117 countries, making it the biggest-ever 
journalism partnership.
This leak has uncovered the finances of more 
leaders and public officials than the Panama 
Papers did and provided more than twice as 
much information about the ownership of off-
shore companies. The Panama Papers were 
based on the data of a Panama-based law firm 
called Mossack Fonseca that revealed offshore 
holdings of 140 politicians, public offshore and 
sports stars.  Those documents were obtained by 
the German newspaper, Süddeutsche Zeitung, 
which contained records dating back 40 years.

Continued on Page 06

Multiple killed  
in Kabul blast 

KABUL: Taliban supporters and senior figures held their first mass rally 
near Kabul on Sunday, but their show of strength was overshadowed by 
a bomb blast near a mosque in the Afghan capital. An explosion killed at 
least two civilians and wounded several more outside Kabul's Eid Gah 
mosque. Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid had said on Saturday 
that a prayer ceremony would be held at the mosque for his mother fol-
lowing her recent death. He made no reference to this on Sunday as he 
tweeted that the blast had killed civilians in the area. 

Pak attaches great 
importance to ties 

with Korea: Shafqat
Shafqat Mahmood says 

Korea excellent place to visit; 
Mushahid Hussain calls for 

enhanced parliamentary ties; 
Ambassador Suh Sangpyo 

bilateral relations have 
developed rapidly

Ansar M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Education Shafqat 
Mahmood has said Pakistan and Korea enjoy excellent rela-
tions adding there existed huge scope of further expansion of 
bilateral relations. Shafqat Mahmood expressed words on the 
occasion of National Foundation Day and the Armed Forces 
Day of Republic of Korea. Guests hailing from all walks of 
life attended the reception. It was second formal diplomatic 
reception after relaxation in the Covid restrictions. Shafqat 
Mahmod further said he had visited Korea on a couple of 
occasions and found the country a must-visit place. He said 
the way Koreans have progressed in various fields especially 
in the field of technology, is simply remarkable.
Senator Mushahid Hussain Chairman Senate Defence 
Committee also spoke on the occasion and extended warm 
wishes to the Korean government and people on the oc-
casion. He said Pakistan wanted to have enhanced and 
deeper cooperation with Korea. Ambassador of Republic of 
Korea Suh Sangpyo in his address said, the first state of 
Korea, Gojoseon, was founded in 2333 BC, on 3rd October, 
and Korea celebrates the day as a Nation Foundation Day. 

Continued on Page 06
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PNCA 
organizes 
lecture on 
production

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Na-
tional Council of the Arts 
(PNCA) Sunday organized 
a special online lecture on 
one-year certificate pro-
gramme in film production.
Actor, musician, director 
and film producer Adnan 
Sarwar delivered a lecture 
in a online session on PNCA 
official page and shared his 
experience with the partic-
ipants of the course about 
the understanding of film 
making. A group of eighteen 
students were participating 
in the lecture. Adnan Sar-
war is a famous actor, direc-
tor, musician screenwriter 
and film producer. 

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: A two days 
leadership workshop for 
newly appointed Vice 
Chancellors successfully 
concluded at Kohsar Uni-
versity Murree. 
The workshop was organ-
ized by Inter University 
Consortium for Promo-
tion of Social Sciences 
(IUCPSS), a largest net-
work of Pakistani univer-
sities, in partnership with 
American Institute of Pa-
kistan Studies (AIPS) and 
Kohsar University Mur-

ree. The workshop was 
attended by 16 newly ap-
pointed Vice Chancellors 
across Pakistan. 
Prof. Dr. Atta-ur-Rahman 
Chairman Prime Minis-
ter‘s National Task Force 
on Science and Technology 
inaugurated the workshop 
and delivered keynote talk 
on the topic “Future Direc-
tions of Higher Education”.  
He was of the view that in 
order to emerge as strong 
nation, Pakistan needs to 
make education, science, 
technology. Innovation and 
entrepreneurship the key 
drivers for socio-economic 

development.  
Prof. Dr. Muhammad Iqbal 
Choudhary Coordinator 
General, COMSTECH Is-
lamabad delivered talk as 
guest speaker on the topic 
of international academic 
linkages among OIC coun-
tries. Prof. Dr. Muhammad 
Mujahid Rector, Pak- Aus-
tria Fachhochschule Insti-
tute of Applied Sciences and 
Technology, Haripur spoke 
on the topic of innovation, 
National and Internation-
al Linkages: A case study 
of Pak-Austria Fachhoch-
schule Institute of Applied 
Sciences and Technology.

Leadership workshop 
for New VCs concludes

03

RCCI voices concern over hike 
in POL prices and inflation

Due to increase in prices of Petroleum the prices of food and basic necessities 
have increased manifold over the past few months

DNA

RAWALPINDI:  The Rawalpindi 
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (RCCI), has expressed 
deep concern over the rise in 
petroleum products and demand-
ed immediate review of prices. 
Petrol is priced at Rs 127 and 
diesel at Rs 122 and kerosene at 
around Rs 100 Per liter.
Nadeem Rauf, the newly elected 
president said in a statement that 
constantly rising inflation posed a 
serious threat to the economy as 

the consumer prices, influenced 
by faster rupee depreciation 
and rise in energy prices, have 
increased to their highest level.  
Due to increase in prices of Petro-
leum the prices of food and basic 
necessities have increased mani-
fold over the past few months.
Rise in prices of milk, vegetables, 
fruits, pulses, edible oils, ghee 
and flour, sugar have affected the 
purchasing power of the common 
man, he further added.
Pakistan’s manufacturing sector 
is already facing a big challenge 
on cost competitiveness and giv-

en the rise in petroleum prices, 
it will badly impact the export 
targets, he said.
He said that high speed diesel 
was widely used in agriculture 
and transport sectors and there-
fore an increase in its price 
would have a direct impact on 
the life of a common man due to 
inflationary impact.
He said the petroleum price 
hike would increase the monthly 
budget of the common man. He 
said it would also have a negative 
effect on the industry and would 
send prices of different products 

skyrocketing. RCCI President 
apprehended that the new wave 
of inflation would grip the entire 
nation with seizing purchasing 
power, which was widely feared 
to scale down business activities 
in the country.
The move is going to crumble the 
local economy, adding that the 
small businesses would also fall 
flat to the inflation that would be 
unaffordable to any of the traders, 
said Nadeem Rauf. He demanded 
an immediate hold in Petro prices 
in the larger interest of trade, in-
dustry and economy.

SERVICES

Namaz Timings

Emergency

Hotels & 
Restaurants

Airlines

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Islamabad 
Metropolitan

Wasa Water Tank

Fajr....................... 04:41 am
Zohr.....................  11:57 pm
Asr.......................  04:08 pm
Maghrib............... 05:50 pm
Isha......................  07:12 pm

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad...............9222596
Rawalpindi.........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info.................114
PIA Cargo...............9280979
Railway Inquiry...............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA........................9281092

CMH.......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

CDA...................9221334-43
CDA...................9208301-04
Met Office...........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA.......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town.............5773343

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125

Water Tanker Service
E-7, F-10 & F-11......9204654
G-5, G-6, G-7, G-8....9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12, 
H-8.........................9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Complaints

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott..........051- 2826121
Monal.............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines......8494949

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Tajikistan Ismatullo Nasredin hosted a reception on the 
occasion of Independence Day of his country. Seen in the picture are Ambassadors of 

Russia, Belarus, Austria, Korea, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan. – DNA

Tajikistan Day

DNA

RAWALPINDI: President 
Cantonment Board, Rawal-
pindi Brig. Ijaz Qamar Kiani 
directed the authorities con-
cerned to remove encroach-
ments and hand-carts to 
provide relief to the citizens. 
According to a Rawalpindi 
Cantt Board (RCB) spokes-
man, President Cantonment 
Board issued orders for im-
mediate operation against 
encroachments. He instruct-
ed the officers to form joint 
enforcement teams of Rawal-
pindi and Chaklala Canton-
ment Boards to monitor 
the situation 24 hours and 
after removal of encroach-
ments ensure that no new 
encroachments could take 
place again particularly in 
the common boundaries of 
Rawalpindi and Chaklala 
Cantonment Boards.

During his surprise visit to 
Chungi No. 22 here, the Pres-
ident Cantonment Board also 
inspected the ongoing devel-
opment works in the area.  
He directed the authorities 
concerned to further improve 
the quality and speed of work 
as well as general cleanliness 
of the area.  To a question 
he informed that RCB, on 
the special directives of Ex-
ecutive Officer Cantonment 
Board Rawalpindi, Muham-
mad Umar Farooq Ali Malik, 
had accelerated its ongoing 
anti-encroachment drive and 
confiscated 132 truckloads of 
goods from different markets 
during first three months of 
current fiscal year. 
Encroachment materi-
al was confiscated from 
Tench Bhatta, Kamalabad, 
Saddar, Chor, Peoples Col-
ony, Dhoke Saydian, Misrial 
Road, Bakra Mandi and oth-
er areas, adding that opera-

tion was being conducted on 
daily basis while permanent 
and temporary encroach-
ments were being removed.  
He advised the citizens not 
to violate the rules other-
wise. stern action would be 
taken against the violators  
and no relaxation would be 
given to anyone.  
He said Station Command-
er, Brig. Ijaz Qamar Kiani 
had directed the Rawalpindi 
Cantonment Board (RCB) 
to remove encroachments 
along main roads. 
On other hand, the roads 
and streets in the jurisdic-
tion of Chaklala Content-
ment Board (CCB) includ-
ing Firdousi road, Scheme 
III, Bostan Road Mor, La-
lazar, Lalkurti, Chungi no. 
22, Tali Mohri, Khawaja 
Corporation, Adayal road 
and several other areas 
were still occupied by the 
encroachers.

Cantt Board chief wants 
encroachments removed

Govt determined to 
provide relief to people

ATTOCK: Minister for Revenue Col (R) Malik Muhammad 
Anwar Khan said on Wednesday that PTI government is 
determined to provide every possible relief to the people 
in accordance with the vision of Prime Minister Imran 
Khan and Punjab Chief Minister Usman Buzdar steps are 
taken in this regard. The minister Malik Anwar  Khan said 
punjab government priorities health, education, energy 
sectors, clean drinking water, infrastructure and econom-
ic development. The Revenue Minister assured that PTI 
government will fulfill all its promises made with the peo-
ple of the province. He said that our mission under the 
leadership of Prime Minister Imran  Khan and Chief min-
ister Usman Buzdar is to serve the people of punjab with 
dedication. The minister told that the objective of the PTI 
government is to create employment opportunities for 
the unemployed youth besides providing health and edu-
cation facilities. Minister for Revenue Malik Anwar Khan 
said that the prime minister imran Khan had promised 
to make Pakistan a country where equal justice would be 
available to both rich and  poor. – DNA

Rubab 
teaching 
classes 

underway at 
Hunerkada

ISLAMABAD: A famous 
instrument among young 
generation Rubab’ classes 
is in full swing at Hunerk-
ada College of Visual and 
Performing Arts.
The classes aim to refine the 
skills of young talent on play-
ing the centuries old stringed 
musical instrument. Talking 

to APP, Head of Hunerkada 
Amna Shah said, “We have 
offered various classes in 
a new session in which fa-
mous instrument ‘RUBAB’ 
was  being conducting in two 
days a week (Friday-Satur-
day). She said the training 
session was being deliver-
ing by renowned instructors 
and musicians to the young 
artists that would help them 
comprehend the skill with 
mastery to showcase their 
hidden talent. Hunerkada is 
a place for learning classical 
music and various instru-
ments like rubab, piano, 
guitar and many other instru-
ments. – APP
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Lingering disagreements Water dispute

T HE anticipation for the visit of US Deputy Secretary 
of State Wendy Sherman to Pakistan, one of the first 
high-level officials under President Joe Biden to vis-

it Pakistan, that too after the Taliban took over in Afghani-
stan, was felt a month before the scheduled visit. However, 
as the visit draws closer, there are already negative signs 
that the talks planned for the visit will be facing a lot of 
hurdles and misconceptions between the two countries. 
The first indication of the continued misunderstanding is 
the US official’s call on Friday for Pakistan to take action 
against all extremist groups. This is in contrast with the 
options Pakistan appears to be exploring—of reconciliation 
with militants both at home and in Afghanistan.
Prime Minister Imran Khan has repeatedly said that he 
doesn’t believe in military solutions as the first option 
with regards to militancy and instead has actively encour-
aged the world to engage Afghanistan’s Taliban and pro-
vide economic support, although he has stopped short of 
backing recognition. The US official’s statement appears 
to be a direct response to the Prime Minister’s UNGA ad-
dress, where he spoke about the need for the internation-
al community to communicate with the Taliban in order to 
ensure peace and human rights in the region.
The US officials’ statement cuts to the heart of the mis-
understanding between the US and Pakistan. It echoes 
the US misconception that Pakistan has not and is not 
doing enough in the war against terror, and that Paki-
stan must continue to fight militancy. Pakistan instead 
has always stressed that it has lost thousands of lives 
in the war against terror and accommodated American 
interests. The statement indicates that there will be no 
resolving these differences any time soon. Still, Pakistan 
must turn its attention towards delivering what’s impor-
tant—we must work towards ensuring US aid to Afghani-
stan to allow for the region to stabilise further.

T HE tussle between Indus River System Authority (IRSA) 
and the Sindh government continues, as it was reported 
that Sindh’s representatives walked out of the advisory 

committee meeting in protest against the implementation of 
the three-tier formula for water distribution during the Rabi 
season. It is unfortunate that this issue has gone on for so long 
and that the meeting ended with no decision, especially at this 
crucial part of the season which will impact agricultural yield 
for the coming year. During the Rabi season—which commenc-
es on October 1—the country is likely to face up to 28 percent 
water shortage. The meeting was called on to determine the 
provincial share of water in light of this upcoming shortage, 
where representatives from Sindh chose to walk out because 
they felt that IRSA had already made up its mind regarding the 
implementation of the three-tier formula.
The representatives from Sindh claim that the formula is in 
contravention to Water Apportionment Accord 1991 and IRSA 
Act. Another grievance of theirs has been regarding KP and Ba-
lochistan being exempted from cuts in the share, as they claim 
that these should be abolished and that the provinces must face 
water shortage along with the rest of the country. While the Sindh 
representatives perhaps should not have walked out of the meet-
ing, and should wait for the Council of Common Interests (CCI) 
decision on the matter, there is some merit to their arguments 
and IRSA should earnestly engage with them to resolve the issue. 
The implementation of the three-tier formula would cause signif-
icant damage since Sindh is the low riparian province causing a 
shortage of 5.6maf water worth $5 billion. This will of course have 
adverse consequences for the main cash crop of wheat during the 
Rabi season and also impact the food security of the country.
Especially at this critical period for the agricultural sector of the 
country, state institutions such as IRSA must do better at forging 
a consensus and taking all stakeholders on board when it comes 
to such consequential decisions. Sindh’s grievances vis-vis IRSA 
have continued throughout the summer, and such tussles also 
negatively impact inter-provincial harmony. It is imperative that a 
fair distribution formula is worked out at the earliest so that these 
issues do not rear their head on such a frequent basis.

T HE Shanghai Cooperation Organization sum-
mit held on September 17, 2021 in Dushanbe 
marked the end of the successful chairman-

ship of the Republic of Tajikistan in the SCO in 2020-
2021, within the framework of which, despite all the 
difficulties associated with the pandemic, effective 
measures were taken to further develop multifacet-
ed cooperation within the Organization, painstak-
ing, comprehensive work was carried out, effective 
measures to strengthen the SCO and increase its 
authority were effectively and effectively promoted.
The meeting of the SCO Council of Heads of State 
demonstrated the firm commitment of the member 
states to the” Shanghai spirit “ and the common de-
sire to deepen multifaceted cooperation in the fields 
of politics, security, trade and economy, as well as ex-
pand cultural and humanitarian ties.
Summarizing the experience of the past two decades 
and assessing the prospects, the member States are 
firmly convinced that the successful activities of the 
SCO have contributed to the transformation of the re-
gion into a space of lasting peace and harmony.
The anniversary summit was a historic event, which 
was confirmed by the signed solid package of docu-
ments, the number of which reached thirty for the 
first time in the history of the SCO. The decisions tak-

en by the leaders of our countries within the frame-
work of the summit are of epochal significance and 
open a new milestone in the progressive development 
of the Organization, have multiplied its contribution 
to maintaining peace and stability in the region and in 
the world, to ensuring sustainable development and 
strengthening the dialogue of civilizations in the vast 
space of the SCO. The main document adopted at the 
end of the summit was the Dushanbe Declaration of 
the twentieth anniversary of the SCO, which reflect-
ed the main results of the twenty-year activity of the 
SCO, the common position of the member countries 
on key issues of regional and global policy. There is 
no doubt that the document will become an important 
reference point for the Organization in the near future 
and will point to new vectors of SCO development.
The Member States reaffirmed an important princi-
ple of the SCO’s activities – openness to cooperation 
with other States, international and regional organi-
zations. The SCO is open for accession by interested 
States that meet the criteria and conditions contained 
in the SCO regulatory documents and undertake to 
comply with the goals and principles of the SCO Char-
ter, as well as the provisions of other international 
treaties and documents of the Organization. During 
the summit, it was decided to start the procedure for 
accepting Iran to increase its status to a full-fledged 
SCO member state. Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Qatar 
have received the status of a dialogue partner. Thus, 
today the SCO membership has increased from 18 to 
21 states. In his speech, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin stressed that the Russian side attaches great 
importance to the issues of cooperation between the 
SCO and those states that seek to establish an open 
and equal dialogue with the SCO, proposed to mod-
ernize and make more effective the participation of 
observers and dialogue partners in the work of the 
SCO, in particular by holding events at the highest 
and high levels in the so-called SCO plus format, with 
the invitation of partners, in parallel with the sum-
mits of the leaders of the SCO member states.
In addition, decisions were signed on the establish-
ment of SCO partnership relations with LAS, UNIDO, 
UNCTAD and INCB, the heads of the SCO Secretar-
iat and the Eurasian Economic Commission signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding. In addition, the 
candidates for the new SCO Secretary General, who 
will be a citizen of China, and the Director of the SCO 
RATS Executive Committee, a citizen of Uzbekistan, 
who will take up their posts from January 1, 2022, 
have been approved. Undoubtedly, the central theme 
of the last summit was the situation in Afghanistan. 
The joint meeting of the leaders of the SCO and 
CSTO countries in the “outreach”format held within 
the framework of the summit was also devoted to this 
issue.  The Heads of State stated that one of the most 
important factors for preserving and strengthening 
security and stability in the SCO space is the early 
settlement of the situation in Afghanistan. They advo-
cate the establishment of Afghanistan as an independ-
ent, neutral, unified, democratic and peaceful State, 
free from terrorism, war and drugs.
The SCO member States consider it extremely impor-
tant to create an inclusive government in Afghanistan 
with the participation of representatives of all ethnic, 

religious and political groups of the Afghan society. 
Emphasizing the importance of the long-term hos-
pitality and effective assistance provided to Afghan 
refugees by regional and neighboring countries of 
Afghanistan, the SCO countries consider important 
the active efforts of the international community to 
promote their dignified, safe and sustainable return 
to their homeland. The heads of State in their reports 
separately focused on the Afghan problem, in particu-
lar, the Prime Minister of India noted that the SCO 
should take the initiative on the issue of ensuring 
peace, tranquility and stability in Afghanistan.
As the President of Kazakhstan noted, the Kazakh 
side is expanding cooperation with regional partners 
to prevent the flow of destructive ideology, drugs 
and uncontrolled migration outside Afghanistan. Ka-
zakhstan is ready to provide all possible assistance 
to solve the urgent humanitarian and economic prob-
lems faced by Afghanistan. Taking into account the 
existing infrastructure and logistics opportunities, 
the leader of Kazakhstan proposed to organize a hu-
manitarian “hub” of the SCO in Almaty to deliver in-
ternational aid to Afghanistan. The Chinese President 
said that with the withdrawal of foreign troops, a new 
page in the history of this country opens. At the same 
time, Afghanistan still faces many difficult tasks, 
which require support and assistance from the inter-
national community, primarily from the countries of 
the region. From this point of view, it is necessary 
to strengthen cooperation between the SCO mem-
ber states, to reveal the potential of such platforms 
as the SCO-Afghanistan Contact Group, to promote a 
smooth transition of the situation in Afghanistan. The 
Chinese leader stressed the importance of promot-
ing the formation of an open and inclusive political 
structure in Afghanistan, introducing a moderate and 
restrained domestic and foreign policy, conducting an 
uncompromising fight against terrorism in all its man-
ifestations, so that Afghanistan can coexist amicably 
with neighboring countries for the sake of peace, sta-
bility and development.
The President of the Kyrgyz Republic noted the need 
to more actively use existing mechanisms, primarily 
through the Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure( RATS), 
the Ministries of Defense, law enforcement agencies 
and special services in order to prevent threats to 
security and stability in the region, maintain calm 
and public order in the countries. The Kyrgyz side 
expressed its readiness to provide all possible assis-
tance in the settlement and to send humanitarian aid 
to the friendly people of Afghanistan, as well as to 
accept 500 Afghan students to educational institu-
tions of the country. The Prime Minister of Pakistan 
noted that Afghanistan is in the center of attention of 
the republic, especially in the light of recent events. 
He called on the international community to provide 
stabilizing assistance to Afghanistan in order to avoid 
a re-escalation of the conflict, improve the security 
situation, and prevent a humanitarian and econom-
ic crisis. The Head of the Government of Pakistan 
stressed the importance of fulfilling the obligations 
assumed by the Taliban, first of all, with regard to an 
inclusive political structure in which all ethnic groups 
are represented.
According to the Russian President, first of all, it is 

important for the SCO countries to use the Organ-
ization’s potential to provide all possible assistance 
to the start of an inclusive inter-Afghan peace pro-
cess and at the same time do everything to block the 
threats of terrorism, drug trafficking, and religious 
extremism emanating from this country. The Rus-
sian leader proposed to encourage the new Afghan 
authorities to fulfill their own promises to establish 
peace, normalize public life, and ensure security for 
everyone. In this regard, he noted the importance of 
resuming the activities of the SCO – Afghanistan Con-
tact Group, which was created at the time to work 
with Afghan partners.
The President of Tajikistan expressed particular con-
cern about the situation in Afghanistan, where, in his 
opinion, along with the political, the largest humani-
tarian crisis in history is facing. He noted that Tajik-
istan wants to see Afghanistan free from terrorism 
and drugs, a peaceful, unified and developing state. 
According to the leader of Tajikistan, the situation in 
Afghanistan directly affects the situation in Central 
Asia. He called on the international community not 
to remain indifferent to the fate of the Afghan people 
and its neighbors, who will have to overcome difficult 
humanitarian and military problems caused by the 
withdrawal of the Western coalition forces.
The President of Uzbekistan noted the need to devel-
op coordinated approaches to the situation in Afghan-
istan, as well as to develop a dialogue with the new 
authorities of the country. In particular, he stressed 
the importance of achieving broad political rep-
resentation of all segments of Afghan society in the 
state administration; to prevent the possible growth 
of extremism in the region and the export of radical 
ideology, the use of the territory of Afghanistan for 
subversive actions against neighboring states; to en-
sure respect for fundamental human rights and free-
doms, including women and national minorities;  to 
prevent a large-scale humanitarian crisis, an increase 
in the flow of refugees, to continue to assist this coun-
try in solving social problems.
In this regard, the head of Uzbekistan proposed to 
consider the possibility of unfreezing the state assets 
of Afghanistan held in foreign banks. In order to con-
solidate the efforts of the SCO countries and widely 
discuss issues of a political settlement in this country, 
they were invited to regularly hold high-level meet-
ings in the SCO-Afghanistan format with the involve-
ment of observer states and dialogue partners. The 
Uzbek side expressed its readiness to organize the 
first such meeting in Tashkent.
        In conclusion, the heads of state highly ap-
preciated the results of the chairmanship of the Re-
public of Tajikistan in the SCO in 2020-2021, which 
contributed to strengthening mutual trust and mutual 
understanding, constructive and fruitful cooperation, 
good-neighborly relations and friendship between 
the peoples of the Organization’s member states. At 
the end of the summit, the chairmanship of the SCO 
for 2021-2022 passed to the Republic of Uzbekistan. 
President Sh.Mirziyoyev invited his SCO colleagues 
to the next meeting of the Council of Heads of State, 
which is scheduled to be held on September 15-16 
next year in Uzbekistan.

– The writer is the Secretary General of SCO

P AKISTAN is focused on exploring tourism for gen-
erating handsome revenue and employment. Paki-
stan has great potential to become the center of 

tourism. Every area has its significance. We can develop 
tourism in our country keeping our cultural, moral, and 
Islamic ethics and values. If Pakistan achieves this goal, as 
a result, a large number of people both from the Western 
world and the Islamic world will start coming to our coun-
try. Tourism is science now. If we do not do it scientifically 
and strategically we would not be able to develop the tour-
ism industry in this rapidly growing competitive world of 
travel and tourism. If we take the example of Switzerland 
we got to know that Switzerland has developed tourism 
as a science and introduced various courses in hospitality 
management. If we follow in their footsteps we can devel-
op more revenue from our northern areas and different 
tourist spots of other provinces of Pakistan.
Prime Minister Imran Khan is emphasizing a lot on develop-
ing tourism to get rid of the country’s long debt. According 
to him tourism alone can that much money through which 
we could be able to become a prosperous country. For de-
veloping tourism we need to revamp the infrastructure with 
high-quality facilities for tourists.PTI Government is focus-
ing on developing new destinations to promote tourism to 
generate opportunities for employment for local people. 
Education about tourism would help youngsters learn the 
right techniques to pursue a career in this rich sector. 
We all know that Pakistan’s Northern areas, deserts, and ar-
eas of Balochistan can offer a diverse range of tourist desti-
nations. Due to COVID-19 worldwide, the tourism sector has 
faced problems but at the same time, Pakistan is all set to 
develop this sector by the end of 2020 in full swing. The inau-

guration of Kohsar University was in the spirit of Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan’s vision to promote tourism in the country. 
Pakistan has great potential to become the center of tourism. 
Kohsar University would be offering courses in Sciences, 
Arts, Travel and Tourism, and Hotel Management, and would 
be affiliated with international universities.
The government is planning other projects as well bring a 
renaissance in tourism for the sake of projecting a positive 
image of Pakistan in the world and simultaneously generating 
revenue. This can only be possible if we use modern ways 
of communication. Our successfully suppressing coronavirus 
government’s prime focus is to promote multi-faceted tour-
ism from across the globe. Pakistan Tourism Development 
Corporation (PTDC) has already announced that they are 
preparing to launch all initiatives which were delayed due 
to the closure of the sector in the wake of coronavirus. The 
PTDC has developed ‘Brand Pakistan’ with the help of inter-
national experts and would launch it soon to introduce the 
country as a tourism destination across the world.’Brand Pa-
kistan has three main components which include brand iden-
tity development, musical score creation, and an interactive 
e- portal. This e-portal only via one click will provide expo-
sure to Pakistan’s tourist attractions. The portal will consist 
of a user-friendly interface through which tourists will be able 
to get a quick look to view Pakistan’s tourism sites through 
virtual galleries, videos, and documentaries and could be able 
to use various available services.
The government has finalized the process of the develop-
ment of the National Tourism Strategy (2020-2030) which is 
meant to develop a harmonized framework for the tourism 
sector.is based on four key areas including good The main 
focus of this strategy is based on four key areas including 

good governance, tourism demand and supply, employment 
creation, and overall growth. Pakistan is also preparing to 
host the ‘World Tourism Forum ‘  in the coming year to 
showcase the country’s tourism potential, attract invest-
ment and build Pakistan into an international brand.
The government has also constituted the National Tour-
ism Coordination Board ( NTCB) with representation 
from all the provinces and stakeholders. Different work-
ing groups have been formed under NTCB, with each 
group assigned a specific thematic area such as policy 
and regulatory reforms, eco-tourism, culture, and herit-
age tourism, religious tourism, and so on. The board is 
responsible for coordination between federal, provincial, 
and regional tourism organizations and departments, and 
international tourism bodies for promoting the country’s 
tourism. The government has also got measures to re-
lax its visa policy for encouraging the influx of foreign 
tourists into the country. The e-visa facility is also being 
provided to over 170 countries. It is also encouraging 
that the Tourism Development Endowment Fund with 
the seed money of Rs 1 billion has been established after 
receiving concurrence from all stakeholders. This fund is 
being utilized to promote tourism in the country.
In a nutshell, Pakistan has three areas of tourism –the 
mountains, the sea, and the coastal areas –adding the an-
cient sites like Mohenjo Daro and Harappa are also very 
important in terms of tourism for the country. Like Turkey, 
Pakistan can also thrive based on its ancient sites. We must 
remember that we have the remains of the Mughal civiliza-
tion as well. So, by incorporating technology with our tour-
ists’ sites and places Pakistan can become one of the top 
tourist destinations in the world.

The SCO Dushanbe Summit and aftermath

Renaissance of tourism in Pakistan

Vladimir Norov

Huma Arshad 
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PESHAWAR: Eight teams 
comprising international play-
ers would participate in the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Hockey 
League-2021 to be commencing 
from Monday (October 4) here 
at Lala Ayub Hockey Stadium. 
Director General Sports, Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, Asfandyar 
Khan Khattak while addressing 
a media briefing  here on Sun-
day said all arrangements had 
been completed for the smooth 

conduct of the first ever Na-
tional Hockey League-2021 
involving top eight teams com-
prising international players. 
He said Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Chief Minister Mahmood Khan 
would officially inaugurate the 
largest hockey  league.
Teams which would take part in 
the competition would be Pesha-
war Falcons, Malakand Tigers, 
Dera Ismail Khan Stallions, Haz-
ara Warriors, Bannu Panthers, 
Mardan Bears, Tribal Lions and 
Kohat Eagles.  Under the league, 
all matches would be played on dif-

ferent Astro Turfs in the province, 
including Dera Ismail Khan, Ban-
nu, Kohat, Peshawar at Lala Ayub 
Hockey Stadium and Islamia Col-
lege Hockey Ground, Charsadda 
and Mardan. The players would be 
provided transport, food, accom-
modation, kits and other facilities, 
Asfandyar Khattak said.
He said, apart from cash prizes, 
the winning teams would also be 
given trophies, medals and cer-
tificates. The winner team would 
get prize of Rs 1 million while 
the team which would get second 
position would get Rs 500,000, 

and the third place team would 
get Rs 300,000 whereas the 
fourth place team would get Rs 
100,000, he said. In addition, 
each player would be provided 
Rs 15,000, international stand-
ard hockey sticks and hockey 
kits, he added. Asfandyar Khan 
Khattak said in each team of the 
league two international senior 
and two junior players would 
also take part while other play-
ers from their respective regions 
including Dera Ismail Khan, 
Bannu, Kohat, Mardan, Hazara, 
Malakand, Peshawar would also 

participate besides one team 
from merged tribal areas.
The aim  of the tournament was 
to give a chance to the teams to 
play with international players to 
improve their skills, he said. 
He added that purpose of organizing 
the National Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Hockey League-2021 would prove 
a milestone for reviving the nation-
al game of hockey in the province. 
He said the efforts of Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan and Chief Minister 
Mahmood Khan would help in the 
revival of hockey besides helping to 
find out new emerging talent.

National Hockey League-2021 starts today
Teams which would take part in the competition would be Peshawar Falcons, Malakand Tigers, Dera 

Ismail Khan Stallions, Hazara Warriors, Bannu Panthers, Mardan Bears, Tribal Lions and Kohat Eagles

Briefs
Over 700 

Pakistanis’ 
names 

exposed in 
Pandora’s 

Papers
From Page 01

The Pandora Papers are big-
ger in size and revelations 
about politicians and public 
officials are also more than 
what previously came to 
public attention. From Paki-
stan, there were more than 
400 individuals who sur-
faced in the Panama Papers. 
The number of Pakistanis 
in Pandora Papers are way 
more than that, say reports.  
Many interesting names 
would make headlines.
The secret wealth and deal-
ings of world leaders, poli-
ticians and billionaires has 
been exposed in one of the 
biggest leaks of financial 
documents.Some 35 cur-
rent and former leaders and 
more than 300 public offi-
cials are featured in the files 
from offshore companies, 
dubbed the Pandora Papers.
They reveal the King of Jor-
dan secretly amassed £70m 
of UK and US property.
They also show how ex-UK 
PM Tony Blair and his wife 
saved £312,000 in stamp 
duty when they bought a 
London office.The couple 
bought an offshore firm that 
owned the building.The leak 
also links Russian President 
Vladimir Putin to secret as-
sets in Monaco, and shows 
the Czech prime minister 
Andrej Babis - facing an elec-
tion later this week - failed 
to declare an offshore in-
vestment company used to 
purchase two villas for £12m 
in the south of France. The 
examination of the files is 
the largest organised by the 
International Consortium 
of Investigative Journalists 
(ICIJ), with more than 650 
reporters taking part.
Among the other revela-
tions in the Pandora Papers:
Kenya President Uhuru 
Kenyatta and six members 
of his family secretly owned 
a network of offshore com-
panies. They have been 
linked to 11 firms - one of 
which was valued as holding 
assets of $30m
The law firm founded by 
President Nicos Anastasi-
ades of Cyprus appears to 
have provided fake owners 
to disguise the real owner of 
a series of offshore compa-
nies - a former Russian poli-
tician who had been accused 
of embezzlement. However, 
the law firm denies this
Ukraine’s President Volod-
ymyr Zelensky transferred 
his stake in a secret off-
shore company just before 
he won the 2019 election
Ecuador President Guiller-
mo Lasso, a former banker, 
replaced a Panamanian foun-
dation that made monthly 
payments to his close family 
members with a trust based 
in South Dakota in the US.

UK to 
recognize 

Pak...
From Page 01

the country without quaran-
tine or self-isolation, he said. 
The UK will accept vaccina-
tions by Astra-Zeneca, John-
son & Johnson, Moderna 
and Pfizer vaccines of all 
travellers from around the 
world, British envoy said. 
Pakistan was taken off the 
red list on Sept 22 after be-
ing on the no-travel list for 
five months. British envoy 
praised the National Com-
mand and Control Centre 
for doing a good job.
“I am just going through the 
process of formally allowing 
the two sides to recognise 
each other’s vaccination 
certificates and that may 
take a couple more days 
next week,” he said.
“In October, you’d be able 
to turn up in London and, 
if you’ve had those vac-
cines, show your Nadra 
certificate. It doesn’t mat-
ter where it’s administered 
— you have very good cer-
tificates here — you show 
that and you’d be fine.”
The UK diplomat also 
acknowledged that Paki-
stan being on the red list 
had been “enormously 
frustrating.” The UK was 
worried about the beta var-
iant, which had originated 
in South Africa, and which 
“can undermine the As-
tra-Zeneca vaccine”.
“After talks between the 
two teams, which was led by 
Dr Faisal Sultan from your 
side, to really understand 
gave us the confidence to 
change the red list,” he 
said. He also praised Dr 
Sultan led health team for 
“navigating the pandemic”.

Pakistan 
attaches 

great 
importance 
to ties with 

Korea: 
Shafqat
From Page 01

So this year falls on 4353rd 
anniversary of the Repub-
lic of Korea.  He added, the 
diplomatic ties between 
Korea and Pakistan were 
established in 1983. Since 
then, relations of the two 
countries have increased 
rapidly in manifold areas. In 
particular, this year we have 
witnessed many concrete 
outcomes in our relations. 
In just a couple of minutes 
we watched a video clip on 
what has been done this year 
between Korea and Pakistan. 
In Political area, last 
Wednesday, two days ago, 
Korean 1st Vice Minister 
came to Islamabad and held 
the bilateral Political Con-
sultation meeting with For-
eign Secretary. And in the 
current Afghan issues, Ko-
rea and Pakistan are close-
ly cooperating with each 
other. A month ago, the two 
foreign ministers had a con-
sultation by telephone and 
with full supports from the 
Pakistani government, 390 
Afghan nationals were safely 
moved from Kabul through 
Islamabad to Korea.
In economic area, Korean 
companies are increasing 
investments to Pakistan. In 
hydropower sector, already 
two hydropower plants are 
under operation producing 
electricity in Pakistan and 
the hydropower projects 
which account 2 billion in 
total are ongoing. In auto-
mobile sector, Korean mark 
cars, Hyundai and Kia, are 
locally produced. In mobile 
phone business, Samsung 
electronics are establishing 
an assembly line Karachi 
and once established as 
planned by December, the 
factory will produce 3 mil-
lion units of mobile phones 
a year and creating 800 local 
employees. And some of Ko-
rea-Pakistan joint ventures 
are already in Special Eco-
nomic Zone.
The ambassador said, Cul-
ture is one of the sectors 
that have expanded the co-
operation. Korea and Paki-
stan soon to conclude MOU 
to preserve and promote 
Gandhara Buddhist herit-
age, which includes 4 mil-
lion USD grant. This MOU 
is expected to facilitate the 
Korean Buddhist tourism 
project which was discussed 
when the president of Jogye 
order (i.e. biggest Buddhist 
sect in Korea) came to Paki-
stan in 2019. Korean music, 
dancing and drama are also 
popular in Pakistan. So they 
could be in Korea with more 
contacts and cooperation. 
Development cooperation 
is also expanding this year. 
When the Korean delega-
tion from Ministry of Fi-
nance visited in July, Korea 
announced the provision of 
the Economic Development 
Cooperation Fund of one bil-
lion USD for 5 years starting 
from next year. This fund is 
a soft loan to assist develop-
ing countries. The previous 
EDCF was 500 million USD 
for the years. Now in terms 
of the committed volume of 
EDCF, the number is dou-
bled up. Grant assistance 
from the Korean develop-
ment agency, KOICA, is also 
active now, 5 projects on-
going amounting 40 million 
dollar and next year 2 more 
projects amount 15 million 
US dollar will be added up. 
‘In academic and research 
area, this year we harvest-
ed some concrete results. 
Based on the MOU between 
Institute of Foreign Affairs 
and National Security of 
Korea IFANS and Islmabad 
Policy Research Institute 
of Pakistan IPRI, which 
had been inactive since the 
signing of MOU in 2011, the 
1st seminar was organized 
in last June. In August, we 
signed a new MOU between 
Institute of Foreign Affairs 
and National Security of Ko-
rea and Institute of strate-
gic studies Islamabad ISSI. 
Before the end of this year 
at least two more seminars 
will be organized among IF-
ANS and IPRI and ISSI’. 
Ambassador Suh said there 
were still many areas where 
both countries can further 
expand relations. For exam-
ple, Senate and Parliament 
play key role for enhancing 
the bilateral relations, by 
giving an impetus and even 
make legislation for promot-
ing relations. So strength-
ening cooperation between 
Parliaments of the two 
countries should be also an 
area of priority to the both 
countries. 
I’m sure that relations be-
tween Korea and Pakistan 
will be even more strength-
ened in the years to come, 
he concluded. 
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PSG suffer 
first Ligue 

1 defeat
Monitoring Desk

PARIS: Paris St-Germain’s 
100% start in Ligue 1 was 
ended by Rennes as Lionel 
Messi suffered his first de-
feat since arriving at the 
club. The hosts scored two 
quick goals either side of 
half-time through Gatetan 
Laborde and Flavien Tait. 
Mauricio Pochettino’s side 
did not have a single shot 
on target, despite Messi, 
Neymar and Kylian Mbappe 
all starting. The defeat is 
PSG’s first in Ligue 1 since 
April, when they were beat-
en by last season’s eventual 
champions Lille.
Rennes opened the scor-
ing on 44 minutes when 
Laborde converted from Ka-
maldeen Sulemana’s superb 
cross. Tait added a second 
soon after the restart with 
a sweeping finish into the 
bottom corner. After slicing 
an effort high over the bar 
in the first half, Mbappe 
thought he had pulled a goal 
back for Pochettino’s side 
midway through the second 
half, only for it to be ruled 
out for offside by the video 
assistant referee (VAR). The 
Frenchman is now on a run 
of five games without a goal 
in all competitions. 

US concerned by ‘provocative’ 
Chinese action near Taiwan

WASHINGTON: The United States on Sunday slammed China for “provocative” and “destabilizing” military activity, 
after Chinese fighter jets and bombers made their largest-ever incursion into Taiwan’s air defense zone. “The Unit-
ed States is very concerned by the People’s Republic of China’s provocative military activity near Taiwan, which is 
destabilizing, risks miscalculations, and undermines regional peace and stability,” US State Department spokesman 
Ned Price said in a statement. “We urge Beijing to cease its military, diplomatic, and economic pressure and coercion 
against Taiwan.” Beijing marked its National Day on Friday with its biggest aerial show of force against Taiwan to date, 
buzzing the self-ruled democratic island with 38 warplanes, including nuclear-capable H-6 bombers. That was followed 
by a new record incursion on Saturday by 39 planes, said Taiwan, which accused Bejing of “bullying” and “damaging 
regional peace.”  “It’s evident that the world, the international community, rejects such behaviors by China more and 
more,” Premier Su Tseng-chang told reporters on Saturday. Democratic Taiwan’s 23 million people live under the 
constant threat of invasion by China, which views the island as its territory and has vowed to one day seize it, by force 
if necessary. Beijing has ramped up pressure on Taipei since the 2016 election of President Tsai Ing-wen, who has 
said she views the island as “already independent” and not part of a “one China.” Under President Xi Jinping, Chinese 
warplanes are crossing into Taiwan’s air defense identification zone (ADIZ) on a near daily basis. – DNA

Algeria recalls envoy to 
France; bans military planes

Algeria’s govt did not specify what prompted the recall of its ambassador, 
but it accused France of interfering in its internal affairs

Monitoring Desk

ALGIERS: Algeria accused its 
former colonial ruler France of 
“genocide” and recalled its am-
bassador from Paris in anger over 
what it said were “inadmissible” 
comments attributed to French 
President Emmanuel Macron.
The Algerian government also 
banned French military planes 
from its airspace on Sunday. 
France’s jets regularly fly over 
Algerian territory to reach the 
Sahel region of western Africa, 
where its soldiers are helping to 
battle armed groups as part of its 
Barkhane operation. “This morn-
ing when we filed flight plans for 
two planes, we learned that the 
Algerians had stopped flights over 
their territory by French military 
planes,” an army spokesman, 
Colonel Pascal Ianni, told AFP 
news agency.
He said the decision “does not af-

fect our operations or intelligence 
missions” carried out in the Sahel.
Algeria’s government and military 
were not immediately available 
for comment on the closure of 
airspace. The immediate recall of 
Algeria’s ambassador from France 
for “consultations” was announced 
on Saturday in a statement from 
the Algerian presidency.
The moves also come amid ten-
sion over a French decision to 
sharply reduce the number of vi-
sas it grants to citizens of Algeria, 
Morocco and Tunisia. “Follow-
ing remarks that have not been 
denied, which several French 
sources have attributed by name 
to [Macron], Algeria expresses 
its categorical rejection of the 
inadmissible interference in its 
internal affairs,” the statement 
said, adding the French comments 
were “an intolerable affront” to Al-
gerians who died fighting French 
colonialism. “The crimes of colo-
nial France in Algeria are innu-

merable and fit the strictest defi-
nitions of genocide,” it said.
French daily Le Monde reported 
that Macron made critical remarks 
about Algeria during a meeting on 
Thursday with French Algerian de-
scendants of the Harkis, Algerians 
who fought on the French side dur-
ing Algeria’s war of independence. 
According to Le Monde, Macron 
said Algeria was ruled by a “polit-
ical-military system” and described 
the country’s “official history” as 
having been “totally re-written” to 
something “not based on truths” 
but “on a discourse of hatred to-
wards France”.
The newspaper added the French 
president made clear he was not 
referring to Algerian society as a 
whole but to the ruling elite.
The Algerian government did not 
specify which Macron comment 
prompted the recall of its ambas-
sador, but it accused him of inter-
fering in Algerian internal affairs.
Macron was also quoted ques-

tioning whether there had been 
an Algerian nation before French 
colonial rule. Algeria won its in-
dependence from France in 1962 
after a bloody military struggle.
A source in the Algerian govern-
ment said the comment about Al-
geria’s existence as a nation had 
caused particular anger.
Algeria’s ruling elite since inde-
pendence has been largely drawn 
from veterans of its war of libera-
tion from France. “We understand 
Macron is on [an election] cam-
paign and that he wants to get far-
right support by all means, such as 
insulting Algeria’s history… This is 
unacceptable to us,” a former Alge-
rian minister said. France holds a 
presidential election next April.
France said the decision to reduce 
visas for Algeria, Morocco and 
Tunisia, which it announced last 
Tuesday, was made necessary by 
the former colonies’ failure to do 
enough to allow asylum seekers 
rejected by France to return.

On Wednesday, the Algerian for-
eign ministry summoned French 
Ambassador Francois Gouyette 
and handed him a “formal protest” 
note concerning the visa ruling.
It called the visa reduction an “un-
fortunate act” that caused “confu-
sion and ambiguity as to its moti-
vation and its scope”.
Morocco’s Foreign Minister Nas-
ser Bourita has described the 
French move as “unjustified”.
Tunisian President Kais Saied ex-
pressed disappointment with the 
decision in a telephone call with 
Macron Saturday, his office said, 
adding that the French leader had 
said it could be revised. Saturday’s 
decision is the second time that 
Algeria has recalled an ambassa-
dor from France. Algiers also re-
called its ambassador in May 2020 
after French media broadcast a 
documentary about the Hirak 
Movement, which emerged out 
of the popular protests that broke 
out in Algeria in 2019.

UK in period of 
adjustment after 

Brexit: Boris
LONDON: Boris Johnson says the UK is in a “period of ad-
justment” after Brexit and Covid as the country faces petrol 
shortages and supply chain issues. A lack of HGV drivers and 
high demand plunged the UK into a fuel crisis last week, with 
lengthy queues and closures. Worries persist about the cost 
of living, as food and energy prices rise, alongside cuts to 
universal credit. But the PM insisted his plan for a higher 
wage, higher skilled economy would offer a long-term solu-
tion. Speaking to the BBC’s Andrew Marr on the first day 
of Conservative Party conference, Mr Johnson said: “There 
will be a period of adjustment, but that is what I think we 
need to see.” He would not say if supply issues would affect 
Christmas, but later told reporters he was “very confident” 
the festive season would be “considerably better” than last 
year. A few thousand people held an anti-government outside 
the event in Manchester on Sunday, where the Tories will be 
hosting party members until Wednesday.
The PM also refused to rule out raising taxes again just three 
weeks before Chancellor Rishi Sunak announces his annual 
Budget. He said he was a “zealous opponent of unnecessary 
tax rises”, but warned the pandemic had hit the UK’s econ-
omy like a “fiscal meteorite”. Last month, the government 
announced it would be raising National Insurance to pay for 
health and social care. At the time, when asked whether he 
would rule out additional taxes, Mr Johnson said he could give 
an “emotional commitment” that he did not want to introduce 
further rises. Earlier this year Mr Sunak also froze income tax 
thresholds - leading to more people paying the levy - and the ex-
tra £20 weekly universal credit payment, brought in during the 
pandemic, is due to end this week. Asked on Sunday by Andrew 
Marr if he would raise taxes again, Mr Johnson replied: “If I can 
possibly avoid it, I do not want to raise taxes again.” The PM 
added: “I can tell you that you have no fiercer and more zealous 
opponent of unnecessary tax rises than me, but we have had to 
deal with a pandemic on a scale which this country has not seen 
before in our lifetimes and long before. – DNA

RAWALPINDI: Players of KPK Cricket team expressing jimjams during their match with Sui Gas team, 
at Rawalpindi Stadium, on Sunday. – DNA

Five arrested over killing 
of Rohingya leader 

Web Desk

COX'S BAZAR: Five Ro-
hingya men have been ar-
rested over the killing of 
a prominent community 
leader in a refugee camp 
in Bangladesh, police said 
Sunday, adding that they 
were probing links to a 
militant group.
Mohib Ullah -- a high-pro-
file figurehead for the more 
than 800,000-strong Mus-
lim minority who fled the 

Myanmar military in a mass 
exodus -- was killed by gun-
men late Wednesday in one 
of the spawling camps in 
southeast Bangladesh.
His family blamed militants 
from the Arakan Rohingya 
Salvation Army (ARSA), 
a group behind several at-
tacks in Myanmar, with ac-
tivists claiming they were 
enraged by his growing pop-
ularity in the camps.
"We have arrested five peo-
ple over the murder of Mo-
hib Ullah," the commanding 

officer of the police unit in 
charge of camp security, 
Naimul Haque, told AFP.
Two of the men were re-
manded in custody for 
three days for question-
ing, authorities said. The 
other three have not yet 
appeared in court.
A 28-year-old Rohingya man 
was also arrested over the 
murder last week.
All six are being investi-
gated for links to ARSA, 
which has instead blamed 
"unidentified criminals" 

for Ullah's death.
A member of the rights 
group that Mohib Ullah 
headed up alleged that one 
of those arrested, 35-year-
old Mohammad Elias, was 
a member of ARSA and 
had threatened the popular 
leader in June.
The member, who asked to 
remain anonymous as he 
feared for his safety, said 
at least ten leaders of Mo-
hib Ullah's group were in 
hiding as they were afraid 
of more attacks.


