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Punjab, Centre

Umer Sharif’s 
funeral today

Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: Veteran come-
dian Umer 
Sharif’s body 
will be flown 
to Karachi 
in the ear-
ly hours of 

Wednesday from Germa-
ny. According to Express 
News, the late artist’s re-
mains will be brought to 
Pakistan via Istanbul and 
the funeral prayers will be 
held in Clifton at 3pm today 
(Wednesday).  Previously, 
the funeral prayers of leg-
endary comedian were of-
fered in Germany on Mon-
day. According to details, 
Sharif’s funeral prayer 
was offered at the Turkish 
Mosque in Nuremberg. 

Fresh 
census 

approved
Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
P l a n n i n g 
and Devel-
opment Min-
ister Asad 
Umar on 
Tuesday said 

that the federal cabinet 
had given approval for a 
fresh census that will be 
conducted through the use 
of “modern technology” in 
line with the global best 
practices. In a tweet, the 
minister said that after the 
approval of the cabinet, the 
government will now move 
the Council of Common In-
terests (CCI) so that a fresh 
census could be held before 
the next general elections.
“This will be the first time 
in Pakistan’s history that a 
census would be conducted 
within five years,” he added.

Zuckerberg 
apologizes 

on shutdown
Web Desk

CALIFORNIA: Facebook’s 
f o u n d e r 
Mark Zuck-
erberg has 
apo log ised 
for the “dis-
r u p t i o n ” 

caused after its social me-
dia services went down for 
almost six hours - impact-
ing more than 3.5bn users 
worldwide. The billionaire 
said sorry after an inter-
nal technical issue took 
Facebook, Messenger, 
Whatsapp and Instagram 
offline at about 16:00 GMT 
on Monday. The scramble 
to bring it back online even-
tually succeeded at around 
22:00. But it is likely to 
increase scrutiny of the so-
cial media giant’s reach.

Briefs

Ordinance for NAB 
chairman appointment

Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Information Fawad 
Chaudhry said Tuesday the government has finalised the 
draft for the National Accountability Bureau (NAB) chair-
man’s appointment, which will remove the “legal laguna” 
of consulting with the Opposition on picking a new chief 
or extending the incumbent’s tenure. The minister, ad-
dressing a post-cabinet press conference in Islamabad, 
said the new ordinance would empower the accountabil-
ity courts, as the government wants to strengthen the 
systems, and not an individual. The information min-
ister said it would have been better had the Opposition 
proposed a name, but unfortunately, they could not do 
so. He reiterated that the government would not hold 
talks with Opposition Leader in the National Assem-
bly Shahbaz Sharif, as he was a suspect in a NAB case.

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan chairs a meeting of federal cabinet. – DNA

Saudi Naval 
Chief calls 
on COAS

DNA
RAWALPINDI: Commander 
Royal Saudi Naval Forces 
Vice Admiral Fahad bin Ab-
dullah Al- Ghofaily called on 
Chief of Army Staff (COAS) 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa 
at GHQ on Tuesday. During 
the meeting matters of mu-
tual interest, regional securi-
ty situation and cooperation 
in military and maritime 
domains were discussed. 
The army chief reiterated 
that both countries share 
a great history of cordial 
relations and deep-rooted 
spirit of brotherhood, which 
has transformed into an 
enduring partnership. The 
current situation in Afghan-
istan and its bearing on 
regional peace and stability 
also came under discussion. 
The visiting dignitary appre-
ciated Pakistan’s role in the 
Afghan situation, especially 
the assistance in successful 
evacuation operations and 
pledged to continue working 
with Pak for regional peace.

Investiture 
ceremony 

held at GHQ

Staff Report

RAWALPINDI: Investiture 
Ceremony of Rawalpindi 
& Mangla Corps was held 
at Army Auditorium GHQ. 
Commander Rawalpindi 
Corps, Lieutenant General 
Sahir Shamshad Mirza was 
Chief Guest on the occa-
sion.  According to a state-
ment from Inter Services 
Public Relation (ISPR), 
awards of Sitara-i-Imtiaz 
(Military), Tamgha-i-Imtiaz 
(Military) and Tamgha-i-
Basalat were conferred on 
Army officers and soldiers. 
25 Shaheed Soldiers were 
awarded Tamgha-i-Basalat. 
Next of kins of Shuhada 
received their awards post-
humously. 67 officers were 
awarded Sitara-i-Imtiaz 
(Military) and 122 officers 
were awarded Tamgha-i-Im-
tiaz (Military) for render-
ing meritorious services to 
the nation. A large number 
of senior Army officers and 
families of awardees at-
tended the ceremony.

Army takes 
note of Indian
 propaganda

Centreline Report

RAWALPINDI: The 244th 
Corps Commanders Confer-
ence was held at the General 
Headquarters on Tuesday in 
which the forum took note of 
malicious propaganda by the 
Indian military with the army 
chief, the Inter-Services Pub-
lic Relations (ISPR) said. The 
meeting was presided over by 
Chief of Army Staff General 
Qamar Javed Bajwa. 
“The baseless propaganda only 
reflects their frustration and an 
attempt to divert attention from 
their internal contradictions 
especially gross human rights 
violations being committed in 
India-occupied Kashmir,” the 
army chief observed. The forum 
expressed resolve to take all nec-
essary measures to safeguard Pa-
kistan’s territorial integrity.
A comprehensive review of the 
evolving security situation in 
the region was taken, with a 
particular focus on border man-
agement and internal security, 
the military’s media wing said. 
According to ISPR, the forum 
was “apprised on measures 
being taken to thwart nefarious 
designs of inimical forces to 
destabilise Pakistan and spoil 

Continued on Page 06

The forum expressed resolve to take 
all necessary measures to safeguard 

Pakistan’s territorial integrity

Mahnoor Ansar

ISLAMABAD: The Govern-
ment of Japan in collabo-
ration with the Food and 
Agriculture Organization 
(FAO) of the United Na-
tions handed over locust 
control items to the Gov-
ernment of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, in a ceremony 
organized in Islamabad, 
under the Grant in Aid pro-
ject titled “Project for the 
Restoration of Livelihoods 
in the Merged Districts 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa”. 

Continued on Page 06

Government of Japan supports 
KP govt for Locust Control 

The items handed over during the ceremony included 20,000 
liters of insecticide, 170 battery-operated sprays pumps, 170 
generator-operated spray pumps and 77 units of motorcycles
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No consultation with Opposition

The information minister said it would have 
been better had the Opposition proposed a 

name, but unfortunately, they could not do so
‘Probe to 
ascertain 

legitimacy 
of offshore 
companies’

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Information Minister 
Fawad Chaudhry has said 
that a high-level cell com-
prising federal investiga-
tion agencies will probe 
more than 700 Pakistan-
is named in the Pandora 
Papers scandal and as-
certain which offshore 
companies were illegal 
or involved in money 
laundering. Fawad, while 
briefing the media, said 
the matter of Pandora 
Papers was discussed in 
the meeting, chaired by 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan on Tuesday. Paki-
stanis who own offshore 
companies have been 

Continued on Page 06

Corps Commanders Meet

AJK govt ‘puppet’ just as 
Punjab and Centre: Bilawal
“If free and fair elections are held, PPP will have 
govts both in Pakistan and the AJK,” says Bilawal

Bureau Report

KOTLI: Pakistan People’s 
Party (PPP) 
Chairman Bi-
lawal Bhutto 
Zardari on 
Tuesday said 
that just like 

in the central government, 
there was a ‘puppet’ gov-
ernment in Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir (AJK), media 
reported.  Addressing a 
public gathering at Kotli in 
AJK, he claimed that Kash-
mir still belonged to PPP. 
“If free and fair elections 
are held, the party will 
have governments both in 
Pakistan and the AJK,” he 
said, and added, “We are 
those who have faced dic-
tators. When we could not 
be deterred by dictators, 

Continued on Page 06

PPP to face worst ever 
defeat in AJK: Farrukh

Ibrar Khan

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State 
for Information and Broadcasting 
Farrukh Habib on Tuesday remind-
ed Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) 
Chairman Bilawal Zardari of the 
humiliation faced by his party after 
losing elections in the Azad Jammu 
and Kashmir and Gilgit Baltistan. 
PPP would face worst ever defeat in the upcoming by-polls 
in the Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK), he said in news 
statement while reacting to Bilawal’s claim of victory of the 
candidate fielded by his party in LA-12 Charhoi, AJK.  The 
minister said it was part of the history that whenever Bila-
wal run election campaign for any candidate, he met with 
crushing defeat.  He mocked Bilawal Zardari for day dream-
ing about formation of his party governments in all the fed-
erating units and centre in the general and by elections. 
Farrukh said the lies of  PPP chairman could be gauged 

Continued on Page 06

Pak, Iran 
agree to 
remain 
engaged 

FM Qureshi 
received Iran’s 
Deputy Foreign 

Minister for 
Political Affairs

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Foreign 
Minister Makhdoom Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi received 
Iran’s Deputy Foreign Min-
ister for Political Affairs, 
Dr. Ali Bagheri Kani, on 
Tuesday. Recalling frater-
nal relations between the 
two countries, the Foreign 
Minister remarked that the 
recent high-level exchanges 
have further reinforced ex-
isting ties. He emphasized 
early implementation of 
the steps, agreed during 
Prime Minister’s meeting 
with President Raisi on the 
margins of SCO Summit in 
Dushanbe. Foreign Minis-
ter Qureshi underlined the 
need for regular convening 
of institutional frameworks 
to boost trade and economic 
relations.  He said that the 
upcoming session of Joint 
Trade Committee would 
provide further impetus to 

Continued on Page 06

Positivity rate 
below 3%

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has 
reported 54 deaths in the 
last 24 hours by novel coro-
navirus as the number of 
positive cases has surged to 
1,252,656. The nationwide 
tally of fatalities has jumped 
to 27,947 on Tuesday.
According to the latest fig-
ures by the National Com-
mand and Operation Center 
(NCOC) 1,308 persons test-
ed positive for COVID-19 in 
the past 24 hours.
Punjab remains the worst-
hit province in terms of 
deaths followed by Sindh 
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Till now 12,710 individuals 
have lost their lives to the 
epidemic in Punjab 7,442 in 
Sindh 5,593 in KP, 929 in Is-
lamabad, 738 in Azad Kash-
mir, 349 in Balochistan, and 
186 in GB. – DNA





COMSTECH 
to hold Iqbal 

Forum in 
Kazakhstan

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator 
General COMSTECH, Prof. 
Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary 
has constituted a technical 
committee to hold the In-
ternational Iqbal Forum in 
2022 in Kazakhstan on the 
occasion of 30-year anniver-
sary of Pakistan-Kazakhstan 
relations. COMSTECH 
would organize this forum 
in collaboration with Turkic 
Academy, Astana, and the 
government of Kazakhstan 
to celebrate the work and 
contribution of Allama Dr. 
Muhammad Iqbal: the world 
renowned Muslim philoso-
pher of 20th century.
The technical committee 
consists upon: Prof. Dr. Mu-
hammad Ali, Vice-Chancel-
lor, Quaid-i-Azam University, 
Islamabad; Prof. Dr. Saiqa 
Imtiaz, Vice-Chancellor, 
Government Sadiq Women 
University, Bahawalpur; 
Prof. Dr. Muhammad Iqbal 
Shahid, Chairperson, De-
partment of Persian, Gov-
ernment College University, 
Lahore; Prof. Dr. Baseera  
Ambreen, Director, Allama 
Iqbal Academy, Lahore; 
Prof. Dr. Syed Muhammad 
Fareed, Director, Center for 
Iqbal Studies, University of 
the Punjab, Lahore; Prof. Dr. 
Muhammad Rafiq-ul-Islam, 
Head of the Department 
Iqbal Studies, the Islamia 
University of Bahawalpur; 
and  Muhammad Murtaza 
Noor, National Coordinator, 
Inter-University Consorti-
um for Promotion of Social 
Sciences, IUCPSS. – DNA
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Government 
working on 

export based 
growth

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Minister of 
State for Information and 
Broadcasting Farrukh Habib 
said on Tuesday that Prime 
Minister Imran Khan had 
special focus on exports and 
the government was working 
on increase in production 
and export-based growth.
Exports reached 7.7 billion 
in first quarter of 2021-22 
which were $5.47 billion in 
the first quarter of 2020-21 
last year which was 28 per-
cent growth, he said.
He said that cotton produc-
tion rose 100% and reached 
to 3.8 million bales mark this 
month. This will not only 
help Pakistan achieve more 
than 5% GDP growth but 
also significantly increase 
exports, he remarked. In 
the past, he said Ishaq Dar’s 
credit card and artificial 
growth brought the country 
close to bankruptcy. 

CPO holds 
‘Khuli 

Kutchery’ at 
CPO office

DNA
RAWALPINDI: City Police 
Officer (CPO) Rawalpindi 
Muhammad Ahsan Younas 
on Tuesday held a ‘Khuli 
Kutchery’ here at CPO of-
fice which was attended by 
a large number of citizens. 
Police officers concerned 
were also present on the oc-
casion where 49 citizens re-
corded their complaints and 
presented applications to 
the CPO.  Muhammad Ahsan 
Younas on the complaint of a 
woman issued explanation to 
investigation officer of New 
Town Police Station. He also 
listened to the complaints 
of the citizens and issued 
orders to the police officers 
concerned.  According to a 
police spokesman, the CPO 
is holding Khuli Kutchery on 
daily basis to provide relief 
to the citizens.  

‘Public support 
vital to curb 
corruption’

ISLAMABAD: Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer IESCO Dr 
Muhammad Amjad Khan 
said that public support was 
vital for corruption free en-
vironment in the country. 
The Chief requested valued 
IESCO customers that for 
provision of new electricity 
connections and rectification 
of power related complaints, 
never pay cash to any the 
company employee or an 
agent. Any work relates to 
IESCO, relevant office issued 
demand notice and same 
were deposited only in rele-
vant banks, he said. – DNA
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Italy desires to uplift trade 
ties with Pakistan: Envoy
Andreas Ferrarese, Ambassador of Italy said expressed these views 
while addressing the business community during his visit to ICCI

Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: H.E. Mr. 
Andreas Ferrarese, Am-
bassador of Italy said that 
the business environment 
in Pakistan is much better 
now and his country wants 
to further strengthen bilat-
eral trade and economic 
relations with Pakistan to 
achieve mutually beneficial 
outcomes. He said that 21st 
century is the century of 
Asia and Italy wants to devel-
op closer cooperation with 
Pakistan and help it to im-
prove the competitiveness of 
its economy. He expressed 
these views while address-
ing the business community 
during his visit to Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry. He termed lack 
of awareness in the Italian 
business community about 
Pakistan a problem for trade 
promotion, however, he said 
that efforts are being made 
to bring the Italian Trade 
Commissioner from Dubai 
to Pakistan that would help 

in addressing issues and 
improving bilateral trade 
between the two countries. 
He said that Pakistan should 
focus on value addition of its 
products and Italy can help 
it with its advanced technol-
ogy in various fields includ-
ing marble and tourism. He 
said that the Italian embassy 
is considering giving long-
term business visas to prom-
inent Pakistani businessmen 
on the recommendation of 
Pakistani chambers of com-
merce and industry. He con-

gratulated President ICCI 
and his team of new office 
bearers and expressed good 
wishes for them.
Speaking at the occasion, 
Muhammad Shakeel Munir, 
President, Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry 
(ICCI) said that the bilateral 
trade of less than USD 2 bil-
lion between Pakistan and 
Italy is not reflective of their 
true potential and stressed 
that both countries should 
focus on developing strong 
business linkages between 

their private sectors to in-
crease bilateral trade vol-
ume. He said that Italy has 
advanced technology and its 
technological cooperation 
with Pakistan in textiles, 
construction, marble, phar-
maceuticals, agriculture, pro-
cessed food, dairy, livestock 
and other sectors would en-
able our country to upgrade 
its industrial capacity and 
produce value added prod-
ucts for exports promotion. 
He said that Pakistan has 
huge reserves of marble & 

granite and Italian technolo-
gy would help it to produce 
value-added marble products 
and boost their exports. He 
said that Pakistan is keen to 
promote its tourism sector 
and Italy’s cooperation in 
this field would help Pakistan 
to develop a modern tour-
ism infrastructure. He said 
that Pakistan provides easy 
access to the Middle East, 
Central Asia and Southeast 
Asia and by investing in Pa-
kistan, Italian companies can 
promote exports to many re-

gional markets. He said that 
Pakistan is establishing many 
SEZs under CPEC projects, 
which offer great incentives 
to foreign investors and add-
ed that Italian companies 
should explore JVs and in-
vestment in these SEZs. 
He assured that ICCI 
would like to work closely 
with the Italian Embassy 
to explore new avenues of 
enhancing bilateral trade 
and economic relations be-
tween the two countries.
Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh 
Senior Vice President, Mu-
hammad Faheem Khan Vice 
President ICCI and former 
Presidents ICCI including 
Sheikh Amir Waheed, Sardar 
Yasir Ilyas Khan, Khalid Iqbal 
Malik, Zafar Bakhtawari, 
Mian Shaukat Masud, Ejaz 
Abbasi, Baser Daud, Muham-
mad Ahmed as well as Malik 
Sohail Hussain, Sheikh Ri-
zwan and others also spoke 
at the occasion and offered 
useful suggestions for further 
improving bilateral trade and 
investment relations between 
Pakistan and Italy.

SERVICES

Namaz Timings

Emergency

Hotels & 
Restaurants

Airlines

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Islamabad 
Metropolitan

Wasa Water Tank

Fajr....................... 04:42 am
Zohr.....................  11:56 am
Asr.......................  04:06 pm
Maghrib...............  05:47 pm
Isha......................  07:10 pm

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad...............9222596
Rawalpindi.........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info.................114
PIA Cargo...............9280979
Railway Inquiry...............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA........................9281092

CMH.......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

CDA...................9221334-43
CDA...................9208301-04
Met Office...........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA.......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town.............5773343

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125

Water Tanker Service
E-7, F-10 & F-11......9204654
G-5, G-6, G-7, G-8....9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12, 
H-8.........................9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Complaints

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott..........051- 2826121
Monal.............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines......8494949

CDNS receives Rs 241 
billion fresh deposits 

in FY 2021-22 Q1
Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Central Directorate of National Savings 
(CDNS) received Rs 241 billion fresh deposits in the first 
quarter of current fiscal year 2021-22 from the month 
(July 1 to September 30). The CDNS has set an annual 
gross receipt target of Rs 980 billion from July 1 to June 
30 of the previous fiscal year 2020-21 to promote savings 
in the country, a senior official of CDNS told APP here on 
Tuesday. He said the CDNS had set Rs 250 billion annual 
collection target from July 1 to June 30 for the year 2020-
21 as compared to Rs 352 billion for the previous year 
(2019-20) to enhance savings in the country.
The CDNS had set Rs 352 billion annual collection target for 
the year 2019-20 as compared to Rs350 billion for the previous 
year (2018-19), he said. The CDNS had received an increased 
investment of Rs 80 billion by June 30 2021, from the newly 
registered Premium Prize Bond of Rs 40,000 and Rs 25000 by 
the institution. In the last year (2020-21), investors withdrew 
Rs 300 billion after the suspension of the said bond. He said 
new registered Premium Prize Bonds of Rs 40,000 and Rs 
25,000 were registered by the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) 
and encashed only by the registered financial institutions un-
der the SBP. Replying to a question, he informed, “We paid 
the encashment of Rs 155 billion by June 30th of this month 
to the investors against the suspension of prize bonds of Rs 
25,000.” He said the federal government recently withdrew 
the Rs 25,000 prize bonds and had given a six-month deadline 
to investors to encash their total savings of Rs160 billion.
The senior official of CDNS said National Savings had paid 
Rs148 billion to its customers in the last six months after 
withdrawing Rs. 7,500 prize bonds and the remaining Rs 5 
billion out of the total Rs 160 billion would also be paid by 
October 30, 2021, he said. He informed that the govern-
ment had already canceled prize bonds of Rs 40,000 and 
CDNS repaid to the investors the encashment worth of 
Rs258 billion in the previous fiscal year 2019-20. He said 
the CDNS had opened new avenues for public and private 
investment to document the country’s economy and en-
sure transparency in the financial system.

Pakistan, Ukraine enjoy 
excellent relations, says 
Ambassador Chuckuk

Ukraine has 
a prominent 

position in the 
world in terms 
of production 
of wheat and 

sunflower 
oil and has 

a special 
interest in 
increasing 
its imports

Saifullah / DNA

ISLAMABAD: "Pakistan 
and Ukraine have friendly 
relations and we need to 
take further steps to pro-
mote trade and investment 
," said Ukrainian Ambassa-
dor Markian Chuchuk. 
He said that Ukraine has 
a prominent position in 
the world in terms of pro-
duction of wheat and sun-
flower oil and has a special 
interest in increasing its 

imports to Pakistan. 
He expressed these views 
during a meeting with Ah-
san Zafar Bakhtawari, for-
mer Vice President, Islama-
bad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry and CEO of 
D.Watson Group, at his em-
bassy in Islamabad today. 
He said that the private sec-
tor should come forward to 
promote trade between the 
two countries and assured 
all possible cooperation in 
this regard. He said that he 
has served as an  Ambassa-

dor to Thailand for 6 years 
and has extensive experi-
ence in ASEAN region.
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari 
spoke about his company's 
introduction as well as his 
efforts to increase trade 
volume in Ukraine and 
Pakistan. He further said 
that the increase in trade 
volume would provide an 
opportunity for the two 
countries to come closer. 
Embassy Secretary Dr. 
Olena Bordilovska was also 
present at the meeting.

ISLAMABAD: Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari Former Vice 
President ICCI is presenting a bouquet to Ukrainian 
Ambassador Markian Chuchuk during a meeting at 

the Ukrainian Embassy Islamabad. – DNA

Police arrest 
eight for 

possessing 
weapons

DNA
RAWALPINDI: Rawalpin-
di Police in a crackdown 
against illegal weapons 
on Tuesday rounded up 
eight persons besides 
recovering seven 30 bore 
pistols, a 12 bore gun 
and ammunition from 
their possession. 
According to a po-
lice spokesman, Kalar 
Syedan police held four, 
Sher Khan, Barkat Javed, 
Usama Nazir and Abdul 
Rasheed and recovered 
four 30 bore pistols and 
ammunition from their 
possession.
Civil Line police nabbed 
Muhammad Arslan and 
Muhammad Usman for 
possessing two 30 bore 
pistols and ammunition.
Airport police rounded 
up an accused namely 
Khawar on recovery of a 
30 bore pistol while Na-
seerabad police netted 
Zaifullah with a 12 bore 
rif le.
Separate cases have been 
registered against all the 
accused while further 
investigations are under-
way, he said and added 
that police would con-
tinue their raids against 
lawbreakers.
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Global responsibility Vaccination drive

T HE long-standing animosity between China and Taiwan 
continues as Beijing sent 100 fighter jets and bombers 
into Taiwan’s air defence zone—another incursion out-

side of the five reported since Friday. Reactionary statements 
have consequently been issued with the US expressing con-
cerns about China’s ‘destabilising’ actions. Effectively, it has 
set global expectations that the conflict will escalate further 
and has shied away from encouraging peace and resolution. 
Instead, it seems as though the personal rivalry has dictated 
the US condemnation of China. Taiwan and China have been 
at odds with one other due to opposing views on whether the 
former is a sovereign state. In the past few years, tensions 
have escalated as Beijing moves towards its announced objec-
tive of recovering the land of Taiwan. The global community 
must play its part in maintaining its neutrality and propos-
ing avenues through which peace can be attained. The US 
should especially be advised to facilitate negotiations instead 
of mounting more pressure and apprehension.
Accusatory statements that only state China’s actions as 
being ‘provocative’, ‘risking miscalculations’ and ‘undermin-
ing regional security’ followed by complete silence on what 
solutions can be employed only furthers the anxiety of the 
region at large. A country like the US, which has often flexed 
its global credentials is supposed to honour its promise of 
promoting reconciliation, regardless of its relations with con-
cerned parties. These statements are also nothing but an 
eyewash. Even if we were to entertain the worst possible 
scenario feared by the US—the complete takeover of Taiwan—
the probability that the US would intervene is extremely low. 
Back when Russia invaded Ukraine, President Obama made 
the same statement of being ‘deeply concerned by destabi-
lising Russian actions in the region’ but little was done to 
mitigate the damage done. If this is the future that awaits 
Taiwan even in the worst case scenario, then all the bravado 
with which the US is reacting is rather meaningless.

S INCE the start of October, the federal government has in-
itiated a drive to arrest and fine unvaccinated individuals. 
These measures are being put into place following the an-

nouncement by the National Command and Operation Centre 
(NCOC) that unvaccinated individuals will not be allowed to trav-
el domestically, enter wedding halls, shopping malls, hotels and 
guest houses. While some of these measures may appear to be 
little overboard, these are unfortunately necessary considering 
how the government has tried everything to facilitate voluntary 
vaccination, the progress for which has remained slow.
Meanwhile, the Covid-19 positivity ratio, which was in double fig-
ures a couple of months ago, has now declined to 3.21 percent 
which illustrates that significant progress is being made when it 
comes to fighting the pandemic. Additionally, about 60 million in-
dividuals have received at least one dose, while the number of ful-
ly vaccinated individuals has reached the mark of 30 million. Both 
the NCOC and National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) 
should be lauded for the handling of the situation and ensuring 
that vaccine shipments continue to arrive on a timely basis.
In order to preserve these gains and to ensure that we can achieve 
our target of vaccinating 70 million citizens by the end of December, 
stricter measures that have been recommended by the NCOC are 
the need of the hour. While the government has done a commend-
able job at communicating the importance of vaccines through var-
ious awareness campaigns, a significant portion of the population 
continues to disregard the severity of the issue. While placing re-
strictions on individuals who don’t comply should always be the last 
resort, it has clearly worked on more than one occasion. Not long 
ago in August, the government had given a deadline for workers in 
public-facing roles to obtain vaccination certificates which resulted 
in a significant uptick in vaccination numbers. Similarly, the deci-
sion by the Sindh government to block SIM cards of unvaccinat-
ed individuals also achieved positive results. While this change in 
strategy must be appreciated, perhaps the government must con-
sider tracking unvaccinated individuals via the data obtained from 
ID cards instead of conducting raids or doing spot checks. Such a 
strategy would not only be more streamlined, but it would also be 
less taxing for the police, and easier to execute on a national scale.

I N the age of globalization, a country can-
not live independently. Every country 
seeks development of its multi-dimen-

sional relationships with other countries to 
assure its survival, security and strengthen 
its economy. For this, each country formu-
lates its foreign policy according to its na-
tional interest. Nevertheless, Foreign poli-
cy directs how to deal with other nations 
to achieve political, economic and military 
goals, and somewhat less extent how to be-
have with non-state actors. We can say that 
foreign policy is a combination of strategies 
and actions to maintain strong relationship 
with other states and to deal with the non-
states actors for the protection and promo-
tion of state’s national interests.
Pakistani foreign policy is guided by the 
vision and principles of Quid-e-Azam Mu-
hammad Ali Jinnah. According to him “Our 
foreign policy is one of the friendliness and 
good will towards all the nations of the world. 
We do not cherish aggressive design against 
any country or nation. We believe in the prin-
ciple of honesty and fair play in national and 
international dealings and   we are prepared 
to make our utmost contribution to the pro-
motion of peace and prosperity among the 
nations of the world. Pakistan will never be 
found lacking in extending its material and 
moral support to oppressed and suppressed 
people of the world, and in upholding the 
principles of the United Nations Charter”. 
The foreign policy of Pakistan is framed to 
achieve main five goals such as; maintenance 
of territorial integrity, maintenance of its po-
litical independence, acceleration of social 
and economic development, strengthening 
its place on globe and keep cordial and friend-
ly relations with all countries. To protect its 
freedom and sovereignty, Pakistan came into 
existence on account of great sacrifices of in-
nocent Muslim. Like other nations, Pakistan 
also preserves its independence and does not 
allow any country to challenge its freedom 

and sovereignty. Thus, this goal is a corner 
stone of Pakistan’s foreign policy. Not inter-
ference in other countries affairs, Pakistan 
always tries to establish cordial relationship 
with all the neighbors and other countries 
of the globe is another vital element of Pa-
kistan’s foreign policy. Pakistan always ex-
presses its concerns against India and Israel 
arrangements and about the critical situation 
of Kashmir, Palestine, Afghanistan and Mid-
dle East. Pakistan has always been offering its 
shoulders to safeguard and protect the rights 
of Muslim world and has been raising voice 
for their issues. Pakistan follows the princi-
ple of national sovereignty, non-use of force 
against any state and policy of not interfer-
ence in other states affairs. Pakistan also acts 
upon United Nations charter and supports 
for all moves which are taken by UN for the 
implementation. Pakistan has been seeking 
the settlement of disputes through dialogue 
and negotiation with neighbors. In addition, 
Pakistan follows the policy of non-alignment 
and does not like to be the part of any supper 
power bloc but unfortunately Pakistan is con-
sidered as a partner of the United State dur-
ing the cold-war. During Afghan-Soviet war, 
Pakistan was front line ally of United States 
and played a vital role to disintegrate Soviet 
Union.  Pakistan was an allied of Washington 
and NATO forces to seek out of its own securi-
ty because Soviet Union was creating a securi-
ty threat on Pak-Afghan border. Post-Cold war 
Pakistan again facilitated Washington to es-
tablish peace in Afghanistan and fight against 
terrorism. Today Pakistan is struggling to fol-
low its primary principle of non-alignment pol-
icy and avoid being part of any military bloc 
and major conflict. That’s why; Islamabad is 
making efforts to rescue the United States 
forces from Afghanistan.
  Pakistan has always been remained on the 
front line to eliminate racism and colonial-
ism. It has also been supporting Kashmiri 
people for their right of self-determination. 

Although Pakistan is a nuclear power but 
its intention is to maintain minimum deter-
rence. It has always been following the inter-
national nuclear non-proliferation promise 
and it is supporting the collective attempts 
for peace and security without use of arms. 
Disarmament is considered an imperative 
condition for durable peace at global level. 
That why, this principle is included in the 
principles of Pakistani foreign policy to pro-
mote peace and stability in the world. Paki-
stan is also the member of United Nations, 
OIC, NAM, ECO, SCO, SAARC and ASEAN. 
Being the members of these international or-
ganizations Pakistan is struggling for the re-
gional and global peace and unifying Muslim 
countries to promote mutual cooperation in 
political and economic activities. Satisfaction 
and dissatisfaction has always been existed 
in past but today Pakistan is moving on the 
better side in the world affairs. 
At the end of cold war, the world has shifted 
from bipolarity to uni-polarity and now mul-
tilateral system. Since the breakdown of bi-
polarity, United States allies have been more 
inclined to act independently and multilater-
al system has emerged in the world. Now Pa-
kistan is considered as a power in the region-
al and international system who worked with 
the West to transform the international sys-
tem from bipolar to uni-polar world. Today, 
Pakistan has helped United States to come 
out from Afghanistan. Soon after, the uni-po-
larism started to decline due to overstretch-
ing and facing of economic crisis. And now 
the United States is going to withdraw from 
the international engagements and is open-
ing new vacuum for the regional competitors 
that may be refilled by the regional powers 
like China, Russia and Pakistan. Therefore, 
Pakistan is also struggling to extricate itself 
from the United States influence and form 
new alliances with China and Russia in order 
to pave way for the new regional blocs.

akramzaheer86@yahoo.com

W HAT will the Biden adminis-
tration do if Iran refuses to 
return to the negotiating table 

over its nuclear ambitions? There are a 
few options available and the best may 
well be a return, even temporarily, to 
the 2015 deal known as the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action.
Perhaps Iran can accept the formula 
known as “less for more.” This phrase 
has been circulating in Washington for 
some time. It means that Iran will agree 
to enrich uranium at a lower rate. In re-
turn, the US will lift more sanctions on 

Tehran. This would be an ad hoc accord 
without any formal authorization.
Nevertheless, so many things are un-
clear about how President Joe Biden 
will deal with Iran if the negotiations 
in Vienna collapse. From the Iranian 
side, any analyst can predict several 
policies. First, Tehran will declare 
its stances a victory and a defeat for 
the US and the West. Second, it will 
blame the US and the West for the 
failure of the negotiations. 
Third, it will continue enriching ura-
nium. Iran is determined to be a nu-
clear power regardless of its uranium 
enrichment rate, and will eagerly use 
any funds it can get as a result of even 
a minor lifting of sanctions to finance 
its regional ambitions.
The crucial thing for Tehran is to iso-
late the US and make Washington the 
subject of criticism for its failure to 
reach an agreement.
The regime will step up its cooperation 
with Hezbollah in Lebanon and also 
coordinate more closely with its affili-
ated militias in Iraq to make it harder 
for Prime Minister Mustafa Al-Kadhimi 
to govern. There could also be growing 
economic cooperation between Tur-
key and Iran, especially if the former 
increases its role in Afghanistan. This 

could be one way for Iran to ensure 
that the Taliban do not do anything to 
hurt Tehran’s national interests.
In addition, it is not clear how an an-
gry France will handle its relations 
with the US in the context of negotia-
tions with Iran. France is still tough on 
Iran becoming a nuclear power. But it 
could establish stronger economic ties 
with the country if a number of sanc-
tions are lifted. Moreover, things are 
still vague on how a potential left-wing 
government in Germany under the So-
cial Democrats might approach Iran. 
Most likely, it will emulate France in its 
dealings with Tehran. This could lead 
to greater German investment in Iran. 
For sure, Iran will enhance its military 
and economic cooperation with both 
China and Russia.
The crucial thing for Iran is to isolate 
the US and make Washington the sub-
ject of criticism for its failure to reach 
an agreement with the regime over its 
nuclear activities.
That would be a major setback for Bid-
en personally. He made it a campaign 
issue to reverse Donald Trump’s order 
to quit the deal with Iran. If Biden ac-
knowledges any failure to sign a nucle-
ar deal with Iran, the American people 
will say that Trump was right. It will 

also complicate his relations with the 
Republicans, especially in Congress. 
They may force him to refuse any future 
negotiations with Iran. Congress may 
pass laws preventing the resumption 
of talks with Iran except under severe 
conditions, and could well reimpose 
sanctions. Ultimately, there will be ex-
tremely difficult choices if Iran refuses 
to return to the negotiations, signifying 
that it will go solo in its campaign to be 
a nuclear power.
The US does not want a nuclear pow-
er/nuclear arms race in the Middle 
East. Ultimately, there could be dis-
agreement between Washington and 
Israel, as the latter will see a genuine 
Iranian nuclear threat to its existence. 
Yet the Biden administration will not 
support an Israeli pre-emptive attack 
against Iran’s nuclear reactors, since 
such an act could embolden Iran’s re-
gional allies to agitate more against 
American interests in the Middle 
East and around the world.
Each of these scenarios is highly unpop-
ular among many constituencies. As a 
result, it is more likely that the Biden 
administration will offer the Iranian re-
gime even more generous concessions 
in order to quickly reach a nuclear deal.

Courtesy Arab News
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Trouble for Biden as Iran deal fails

Dr. Muhammad Akram Zaheer

Maria Maalouf

Pakistani foreign policy is 
guided by the vision and 
principles of Quid-e-Azam 
Muhammad Ali Jinnah. 
According to him “Our 
foreign policy is one of 

the friendliness and good 
will towards all the nations 

of the world. We do not 
cherish aggressive design 

against any country or 
nation. We believe in the 
principle of honesty and 
fair play in national and 

international dealings and   
we are prepared to make 
our utmost contribution 

to the promotion of peace 
and prosperity among the 

nations of the world

Yet the Biden 
administration will not 
support an Israeli pre-
emptive attack against 
Iran’s nuclear reactors, 

since such an act 
could embolden Iran’s 

regional allies to agitate 
more against American 
interests in the Middle 

East and around the world

IslamabadPOST05
Pakistan’s First And Only Diplomatic Daily

Editor-in-Chief: Ansar Mahmood Bhatti
Deputy Editor: Abid Raza
Member APNS / ABC Certified

Vol: 02 Issue: 130
Email: dailyisbpost@gmail.com

Phone: 051-2266165 / 051-2261960
Off: Awan Plaza, Block 18-A, G-8 Markaz Islamabad



WORLD / SPORTS06

Foreign Desk

TASHKENT: An official wel-
coming ceremony for the 
President of Turkmenistan 
was held at the Kuksaroy 
residence. Then, Presi-
dents ShavkatMirziyoyev 
and GurbangulyBerdimu-
hamedov held a meeting in 
a narrow format.
At the beginning of the meet-
ing, the head of our state, 
warmly greeting the lead-
er of Turkmenistan, once 
again congratulated him on 
the 30th anniversary of the 
country’s independence, 
which was celebrated on 
27 September, and wished 
peace and prosperity to the 
brotherly Turkmen people.
- Each of our meetings is 
a historic and significant 
event. All the agreements 
reached have come true 
and serve our peoples. 
Today we will have a good 

opportunity to discuss in 
detail the topical issues of 
our partnership and iden-
tify new “points of growth” 
for the long term. Your visit 
will expand cooperation at 
regional and international 
platforms, - said Shavkat-
Mirziyoyev.
The President of Turkmeni-
stan, thanking for the hospi-
tality, emphasized the high 
level of relations between 
the two states.
- Uzbekistan is our close 
neighbor and strategic part-
ner. In recent years, our 
cooperation has been de-
veloping dynamically. It is 
reflected in politics, trade, 
economic, and cultural 
and humanitarian spheres. 
We support each other on 
regional and international 
issues. Since our goals are 
the same, GurbangulyBer-
dimuhamedov noted.
During the meeting, the 
heads of state praised the 

current level of bilater-
al relations based on the 
principles of centuries-old 
friendship, good-neighborli-
ness, strategic partnership, 
mutual trust and support. 
The leaders discussed the 
whole spectrum of Uz-
bek-Turkmen multifaceted 
cooperation, paying special 

attention to strengthening 
constructive political dia-
logue, expanding trade, eco-
nomic and investment part-
nership, deepening cultural 
and humanitarian ties.
Over the past four years, 
mutual trade has tripled and 
exceeded US$400 million. 
Since the beginning of the 

year, the trade turnover has 
increased by another 25%.
It was noted that the results 
of the 16th meeting of the 
Intergovernmental Com-
mission on Bilateral Coop-
eration on September 14, 
as well as the Uzbek-Turk-
men Economic Forum in 
Tashkent on 4 October, will 
serve to further expand mu-
tually beneficial trade and 
economic ties.
Separately, the huge poten-
tial of cooperation between 
the regions of the two coun-
tries, primarily bordering 
ones, was emphasized. An 
example is the friendly visits 
of the leaders of the Lebap 
and Dashoguzvelayats of 
Turkmenistan to Bukhara 
and Khorezm regions of Uz-
bekistan on 22 September 
2021. The Presidents noted 
that such regular meetings 
will serve to strengthen mu-
tual understanding and cohe-
sion between the two coun-

tries and peoples. A high 
assessment was given to 
cooperation in the water sec-
tor. The parties welcomed 
the successful holding of the 
first meeting of the Intergov-
ernmental Commission on 
Water Management Issues 
on 13 September in the city 
of Tashkent.
They also exchanged views 
on the regional and interna-
tional agenda. The impor-
tance of the regular holding 
of Consultative Meetings of 
the Heads of State of Cen-
tral Asia and the implemen-
tation of the agreements 
reached during the last 
meeting in Avaza on 6 Au-
gust 2021 was emphasized.
The talks in Tashkent have 
become another confir-
mation of mutual under-
standing and cohesion of 
our countries and peoples, 
which is especially impor-
tant today against the back-
drop of ongoing events.

Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan to enhance strategic ties
The President of Turkmenistan, thanking for the hospitality, emphasized the high 

level of relations between the two states

Briefs
Army takes 

note of Indian 
propaganda

From Page 01
the hard earned peace and 
stability”. The forum fur-
ther expressed concern over 
the “brewing humanitarian 
cum security situation in 
Afghanistan concluding that 
meaningful engagement and 
sustained support by interna-
tional community is impera-
tive for paving way for peace 
and stability in Afghanistan 
and the larger region”. Gen 
Bajwa appreciated opera-
tional preparedness of for-
mations and focus on training 
including enhanced collabo-
ration with foreign militaries 
and conduct of joint exercises 
in the operational and coun-
ter terrorism domain.

Pak, Iran 
agree to...

From Page 01
efforts for strengthening eco-
nomic linkages. Foreign Min-
ister Qureshi thanked Iran for 
its steadfast support on Jam-
mu and Kashmir, especially 
at the Supreme Leader level. 
He underlined that Iran’s sup-
port is reassuring to the op-
pressed people of occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir in their 
just struggle for the right to 
self-determination.
Sharing Pakistan’s perspec-
tive on the latest situation 
in Afghanistan, the Foreign 
Minister underscored the 
need for close coordination 
for the mutual advantage of 
the two countries and the 
region. He said that Afghan-
istan required immediate 
provision of humanitarian 
assistance and that the inter-
national community should 
fully support the Afghan peo-
ple at this critical juncture. 

AJK govt 
‘puppet’...

From Page 01
how can we be intimidated 
by this government installed 
by the establishment?” 
Bilawal asked PTI as to what 
had become of its promis-
es which it had made to the 
people prior to coming to 
power in 2018. “Where are 
10 million jobs and five mil-
lion homes?” he questioned. 
The PPP chairman asked the 
people of Kotli to foil what 
he called the ‘conspiracies’ 
being hatched by the ‘puppet’ 
government and vote for the 
PPP candidate in the by-elec-
tion to be held on October 10.

PPP to 
face worst...

From Page 01
through his claim of having 
popularity in the AJK despite 
facing embarrassing defeat 
in its recent elections. The 
minister said it was his fa-
ther Asif Ali Zardari who in-
vented new ways to commit 
corruption. Fake accounts 
and money laundering with 
help of Ayan Ali were inven-
tions of Zardari, he added. 
The minister said there was 
worst form of bad govern-
ance in Sindh where poverty, 
lawlessness and employment 
had touched new heights.

‘Probe to 
ascertain...

From Page 01
classified into three cate-
gories, he said, adding that 
those who did not declare 
their offshore assets or 
found involved in money 
laundering will be probed 
by NAB, FIA and FBR offi-
cials. Fawad said setting-up 
an offshore company and 
declaring it in the tax re-
cords is not an offence.

Ordinance 
for NAB...

From Page 01
“Opposition should now start 
searching for a new Opposi-
tion leader,” Chaudhry said, 
adding that the matter relat-
ed to the NAB chairman did 
not come under discussion 
during the federal cabinet’s 
meeting. The government, 
through the new ordinance, 
seeks to overcome Section 
6 of the National Account-
ability Ordinance (NAO), 
which suggests that the NAB 
chairman will be appointed 
by the president in consul-
tation with the leader of the 
house and the leader of the 
opposition in the National 
Assembly for a non-extenda-
ble period of four years. The 
development comes after 
the government had decid-
ed to give an extension to 
NAB Chairman.

Government 
of Japan 
supports 
KP govt 

for Locust 
Control 
From Page 01

The items handed over dur-
ing the ceremony included 
20,000 liters of insecticide, 
170 battery-operated sprays 
pumps, 170 generator-op-
erated spray pumps and 
77 units of motorcycles for 
mobilization of staff of the 
Agriculture Extension De-
partment for future locust 
control activities in the 
merged districts of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. 
The support will strength-
en the operational capaci-
ties for desert locust con-
trol operations through 
better preparedness and 
response to the crisis.
The handing over ceremo-
ny was attended by H.E. 
Mr. MATSUDA Kuninori, 
Ambassador of Japan to 
Pakistan, H. E. Mr. Mo-
hibullah Khan, Minister 
for Agriculture Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Mr. FURU-
TA Shigeki, Chief Repre-
sentative, Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency 
(JICA) Pakistan Office, Ms. 
Florence Marie Rolle, FAO 
Representative in Pakistan 
and Dr. Muhammad Israr 
Khan, Secretary Agricul-
ture GoKP as well as other 
senior officials of the rel-
evant departments of the 
Government of KP.
The aforesaid project, 
which provided grants 
worth 560 million Japa-
nese Yen (Equivalent to 
around USD 5.1 million / 
around PKR 840 million), 
started in April 2018 and 
will be completed with-
in 2021. The Project has 
been implemented in or-
der to restore livelihoods 
in the Merged Districts of 
KP by improving produc-
tivity and value addition 
in the Agriculture Sector. 
Under the project, activi-
ties like establishment of 
fruit nurseries, rehabilita-
tion of irrigation channels, 
and distribution of poul-
try packages have taken 
place and benefitted more 
than 32,000 households 
(around 295,000 individu-
als). The provision of the 
locust control equipment 
was added so that the KP 
Government can effective-
ly tackle with locust at-
tacks in future.
At the handing over, Ambas-
sador MATSUDA stated, 
“Japan supported Pakistan 
to control locust outbreak 
by supplying 60 thousand 
litters of insecticide and 
material needed, along with 
financial support to farmers 
last year. Moreover, we are 
providing additional mate-
rial to the Government of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa be-
cause we believe that initial 
response is essential for 
locust control in the near fu-
ture. I hope people in this 
region will continue sta-
ble farming and our coop-
eration will contribute to 
their prosperity”.
Ms. Florence Marie Rolle, 
FAO Representative stated 
that the support from the 
people of Japan was instru-
mental in the restoration 
of livelihoods in the Newly 
Merged Districts (NMDs) 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
augmenting the capacity of 
Agriculture Department to 
cope with future disasters 
more effectively. She fur-
ther added that our collabo-
ration with the Embassy of 
Japan and JICA will further 
be strengthened in the days 
ahead for the provision of 
better services to the crisis 
hit people in the NMDs and 
elsewhere in the country. 
Mr. FURUTA Shigeki while 
speaking at the ceremony 
said that the two phases of 
projects, funded by Govern-
ment of Japan ensured food 
security through sustain-
able agriculture develop-
ment that resumed agricul-
ture-based livelihoods of the 
people who returned after 
internal displacement. He 
hoped that the JICA support 
would make a significant 
contribution for strengthen-
ing capacity of Agriculture 
Extension Department in 
combating future locust at-
tack in the targeted areas to 
minimize crops damages of 
poor farm families.
Mr. Mohibullah Khan, Min-
ister for Agriculture, KP ex-
pressed his appreciation on 
behalf of the Government 
of KP. He thanked the Gov-
ernment of Japan and JICA 
for their extended support 
through the FAO imple-
mented project for the res-
toration of livelihoods in the 
Merged Districts of KP. He 
further said that this sup-
port came at a very critical 
juncture and much needed 
time, which had not only 
revitalized livelihoods of the 
local people but ensured 
their food security as well.
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Italy, Spain open Nations League semis
MILAN:Italy and Spain will again face off in a semi-final on Wednesday when they take to the field at the San Siro 
for the Nations League Final Four opener, a replay of their epic Euro 2020 semi-final. Spain finished on the losing 
side back in July’s European Championship semi-final as the Azzurri prevailed on penalties and went on to win 
the tournament, beginning an unforgettable summer of sport for Italy. Roberto Mancini’s Italy are on a world-re-
cord run of 37 matches without defeat and have a squad predictably stuffed full of players who took part in their 
run to glory in the Euro final over England at Wembley. “We’ll be facing a great Italy team: they deservedly beat 
England in the final of the Euro and they’ve kept their long unbeaten run going,” said Spain coach Luis Enrique 
after announcing his squad on Thursday. “But like our psychologist says, defeat comes to every team. And that 
means that they’re closer to losing, that time is getting nearer.” Mancini admitted that “Spain were the team we 
struggled against most during Euro 2020”. “They are a good team with good players. It will be a good match,” he 
told uefa.com. The only different face from the Euro crowd was supposed to be in-form Roma midfielder Lorenzo 
Pellegrini, who on Sunday scored his sixth goal of the season in all competitions. – DNA

Blinken, Macron 
meet in Paris amid 
AUKUS tensions

PARIS: Emmanuel Macron and US Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken have held talks in Paris, the French leader’s 
first meeting with a US official since the AUKUS furore 
plunged the two countries’ relations into crisis. The de-
velopment on Tuesday came as US President Joe Biden’s 
administration moves to repair the damage caused to ties 
by excluding France from AUKUS, a new security initia-
tive involving the US, United Kingdom and Australia.
Announced last month, the deal saw Australia eschew a 
multibillion-dollar contract to buy French-made subma-
rines in favour of a deal for US and UK produced nuclear 
submarines, angering Paris. Blinken was in the French 
capital for a meeting of the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) and told reporters 
he would address the AUKUS imbroglio during a meeting 
later on Tuesday with French Foreign Minister Jean-Yves 
Le Drian. A State Department official told reporters that 
Blinken’s previously unannounced one-on-one meeting 
with Macron lasted about 40 minutes.
The official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity, 
said the meeting resulted in a “common agreement that 
we have an opportunity now to deepen and strengthen 
the coordination” even though “a lot of hard work re-
mains to be done”. Macron’s government had described 
the secret talks leading up to the cancellation of the 
Australian contract as “a stab in the back”, and briefly 
recalled its ambassadors from Washington and Canber-
ra. Paris has portrayed the incident as a strike against 
Biden’s vows to restore transatlantic ties after former 
President Donald Trump’s more adversarial approach 
to European allies. The Biden administration has since 
admitted that it handled the situation poorly and could 
have included more coordination with France. Washing-
ton, however, has said the defence agreement was not 
meant to be an affront to European allies or to replace 
pre-existing alliances in the Pacific. – DNA

Pak cricket cannot rely on 
ICC funding alone: Ramiz

PCB Chairman urged the business community to lend a helping hand. Due to unforeseen 
circumstances, such as Covid, PCB can easily cut down the money promised

DNA

KARACHI: Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) Chairman Ram-
iz Raja has insisted on having a 
strong financial system for the 
betterment of cricket in Pakistan.
The newly-elected Chairman 
traveled to Karachi on Monday 
to seek help from the city’s cor-
porate institutions and business 
communities to achieve his goal. 
It was revealed that the cricket 
board has prepared several plans 
which will be presented to the in-
vestors for consultation.
“If our team becomes number one 
in the world, then foreign teams 
will not refuse to come and play 
in the country. [...] Our cricket 
is relying on ICC’s funding right 
now and when I see the books, I 
get very scared because the con-
tribution of local entrepreneurs is 

minimal,” Raja said during his vis-
it to the Pakistan Stock Exchange. 
Ramiz said that relying on ICC 

alone is always going to put Paki-
stan cricket at a disadvantage and 
our identity will continue to suffer 

as it has suffered in recent times.
The PCB Chairman urged the 
business community to lend a 

helping hand. “Due to unforeseen 
circumstances, such as Covid, 
PCB can easily cut down the mon-
ey promised. This will continue 
to worsen Pakistan cricket’s sit-
uation from a financial point of 
view,” he added.  Speaking about 
the utilisation of the funds, Ramiz 
said that the money will be spent 
to improve the conditions of the 
cricket grounds.
He added that a substantial 
amount will also be allocated to 
ensure that grassroots cricket is 
given importance and young chil-
dren are playing cricket at decent 
venues. “We must be on the same 
page, it is about the national 
spirit [...] The pie of our cricket 
from the financial point of view is 
just 5% percent as compared to 
our neighboring countries where 
interest is massive and due to 
investments there teams have 
surpassed us,” concluded Ramiz.

KARACHI: Chairman PCB Ramiz Raja struck the gong to open trading 
at Pakistan Stock Exchange. – DNA

MADRID: Pakistan ambassador to Spain Shujjat Ali Rathore presented letter of credence 
to King Felipe VI of Spain in a splendid ceremony held at the Royal Palace of Madrid. – DNA

MANAMA: Pakistan ambassador to Bahrain 
Muhammad Ayub and Chief of Afro-Asian Affairs 

at Ministry of Foreign Affairs Bahrain,Fatima 
Abdulla, jointly launched the logo, commencing 

50th year celebrations diplomatic relations. – DNA

Agencies

PARIS: About 216,000 chil-
dren are estimated to have 
been sexually abused by 
thousands of French Catho-
lic priests, deacons and 
other clergy since 1950, 
an independent inquiry has 
found, alleging the phenom-
enon was covered up by a 
“veil of silence”.
The details made public on 
Tuesday are the latest to 
rock the Roman Catholic 
Church after a series of sex-
ual abuse scandals around 
the world, often involving 
children, over the past 20 
years. Jean-Marc Sauve, 
head of the commission that 
compiled the report on the 
investigation, said the abuse 
in France was “systemic” 
and had been carried out 
by some 3,000 priests and 

other people involved in the 
church. About 80 percent of 
the victims were boys.
Speaking at a public, online 
presentation of the report, 
Suave added that the Church 
had shown “deep, total and 
even cruel indifference for 
years”, protecting itself rather 
than the victims. The Church 
not only failed to take neces-
sary preventive measures, he 
said, but also turned a blind 
eye to abuse and sometimes 
knowingly put children in 
touch with predators.
“The consequences are 
very serious,” Sauve said. 
“About 60 percent of men 
and women who were sex-
ually abused encounter ma-
jor problems in their senti-
mental or sexual life.”
“You are a disgrace to our 
humanity,” Francois Devaux, 
who set up victims’ associa-
tion La Parole Liberee, mean-

ing The Liberated Word, told 
church representatives at the 
presentation. “In this hell, 
there have been abominable 
mass crimes … but there has 
been even worse, betrayal 
of trust, betrayal of morale, 
betrayal of children.” Pope 
Francis thanked victims for 
coming forward.
“First of all his thoughts go 
to the victims, with great 
sorrow, for their wounds,” 
a Vatican statement said. 
“(His thoughts go to) the 
Church of France, so that, 
in the awareness of this 
terrible reality … it may 
embark on a path of re-
demption.” The 2,500-page 
document prepared by 
the independent commis-
sion comes as the Catholic 
Church in France, like in 
other countries, faces up to 
shameful secrets that were 
long covered up.

Speaking after Sauve at the 
presentation, Eric de Mou-
lins-Beaufort, the archbishop 
of Reims and head of the Con-
ference of Bishops of France, 
asked for forgiveness. He 
called the report a “bomb-
shell” and promised action. 
The commission was estab-
lished by Catholic bishops in 
France at the end of 2018 to 
shed light on abuse and re-
store public confidence in the 
Church at a time of dwindling 
congregations. It worked in-
dependently from the Church 
during its two-and-a-half-year 
lifetime, listening to victims 
and witnesses and studying 
church, court, police and 
press archives starting from 
the 1950s. Sauve said the 
commission itself had iden-
tified approximately 2,700 
victims through a call for tes-
timony, and thousands more 
had been found in archives.

French clergy sexually abused 
‘216,000 children’ since 1950


