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NazIr SiyaL
KARACHL:

Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Par-
ty (PPP)
backed Sen-
ator Saleem
Mandviwalla

2 announced
that his party would oppose
the promulgation of the
National Accountability Bu-
reau (NAB) Second Amend-
ment Ordinance 2021. Ac-
cording to a private news
channel, the President of
Pakistan on Wednesday
promulgated the ordinance
sent by Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan to him after get-
ting the approval of the fed-
eral cabinet the same day.
Reacting over the matter,
PPP Senator Saleem Man-
dviwalla said that the fed-
eral ministers had come
up with strange logic re-
garding the appointment
of new NAB chairman.

UAE has

overcome
Covid crisis

WEeB DESK
ABU DHABI: The United

Arab Emir-
ates has

» success-
lfully  over
come the
COVID-19

crisis with life set to re-
turn to normal, Abu Dhabi
Crown Prince Mohammed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan said,
state news agency WAM
reported. The United Arab
Emirates recorded 176 new
Covid-19 cases on Tuesday,
representing the lowest dai-
ly figure since Aug. 3, 2020.
258 people recovered while
one patient died, raising the
death toll to 2,104.

NAB chief
extension
an NRO

DNA

LAHORE: PML-N Infor-
vV mation

Secretary

Marriyum

: Aurangzeb

m \ on Tuesday
' lashed out

at Information Minister

Fawad Chaudhry after he
advised the opposition to
change their leader — Sheh-
baz Sharif - so that the gov-
ernment could hold talks on
the appointment of the NAB
chief. “He [Fawad] should
keep his advice to himself
as it was already clearly
enshrined in the constitu-
tion that consultation with
the opposition leader was a
mandatory procedure”.
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“Opposition has to change its leader,
if they want consultation with the
government on appointment of the
NAB’s chairman,” says Fawad Chaudhary

Deputy
Chairman

NAB
resigns

StAFF REPORT
ISLAMABAD:

President
Arif Alvi on
Wednesday
approved
National
Accountabil-
ity Bureau
(NAB) Deputy Chairman
Hussain Asghar’s resigna-
tion, days after he had re-
portedly sent it.President
Alvi accepts resignation of
NAB deputy chairman.

The resignation’s accept-
ance came as the pres-
ident promulgated the
National Accountability
(Amendment) Ordinance,
2021, under which NAB
Chairman retired Justice
Javed Igbal will continue
to serve the post until a
new chairman is appoint-
ed.As per the rules, after
the resignation is received,
it is sent to the law minis-
try with the recommenda-
tion of the NAB chairman.

Continued on Page 06

SHuiaatr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Information and Broadcasting
Chaudhry Fawad Hussain on
Wednesday ruled out the pos-
sibility of consulting opposition
leader Shehbaz Sharif on the
appointment of the National
Accountability Bureau (NAB)
Chairman. “Opposition has to
change its leader, if they want
consultation with the govern-
ment on appointment of the
NAB’s chairman,” he said in a
news conference.

Flanked by Minister of Law and
Justice Dr. Muhammad Farogh
Naseem, info minister said
said, Prime Minister Imran
Khan would not speak to Shah-
baz Sharif at any cost. “Now its
up to President of Pakistan, as
I speak for Prime Minister,” he
said, adding neither he knowl-
edgeable about the opinion of
President, nor consulted the
President Office in this regard.
The minister said consultation
with Shahbaz Sharif on the
appointment of NAB Chairman
will be tantamount to assigning
the investigator a thief on his
whims and wishes. If Shahbaz
Sharif has an iota of shame,
he should step down from the
position of opposition lead-
er in the National Assembly,

Continued on Page 06

Chairman
to continue

until new
successor

ABID Raza

ISLAMABAD: Former Jus-
tice  Javed
Igbal will
continue
working
as NAB
b chairman
after President Dr Arif Alvi
promulgated the amended
National Accountability Or-
dinance (NAO) 2021. The
ordinance states that the
current NAB chairman will
remain in his post until a
successor is appointed. The
appointment by the presi-
dent for NAB chairman will
be done after consultations
are held between the prime
minister and leader of the
opposition. “However, if
there is no consensus, then
the president will refer the
matter to a parliamentary
committee,” reads the or-
dinance. The committee
shall consist of 12 members
and will be formed by the
National Assembly speaker.

Continued on Page 06
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RAWALPINDI: In a major
reshuffle in top brass of Pa-
kistan Army, postings and
appointments have been
made, according to a press
statement issued by the
Inter Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) Wednesday.

According to the military’s
media wing, Lieutenant
General Nadeem Ahmad
Anjum has been appointed
as the new director general
of the Inter-Services Intel-
ligence (ISI). Outgoing ISI
Director General Lieuten-
ant General Faiz Hameed
has now been appointed as

a meeting between Prime
Minister Imran Khan and
Chief of the Army Staff Gen-
eral Qamar Javed Bajwa at
the PM House in Islamabad
where the two discussed a
raft of issues including the
appointment of the new ISI
director general.

Lt Gen Nadeem Ahmed An-
jum previously had served

- Lt Gen Nadeem
Anjum new DG ISI

Lt. Gen Amir to head Gujranwala corps while Lt.
Gen Asim Munir will be new QMG; Lt Gen Faiz
Hameed appointed Corps Commnader Peshawar

s ftg a S

al (IG FC) and Commandant
and Command & Staff Col-
lege Quetta and Brigade
Commander Hangu Kurram
Agency. He belonged to the
Punjab Regiment. Mean-
while, the outgoing ISI DG
and newly appointed Corps
Commander Peshawar, Lt
Gen Faiz Hameed, also paid
a farewell visit to Prime

Corps Commander Pesha- as Karachi Corps Com- Minister Imran  Khan.
war. The announcement mander and Frontier Con-
\ came on Wednesday after stabulary Inspector Gener- Continued on Page 06 -
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a souvenir to Uzbekistan Ambassador Oybek Usmanov. — DNA

EU mission
to visit
Pakistan in
November

The GSP-
Plus incentive
provides many

Pakistani export-
oriented products
duty-free access
in the EU market

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The fourth bi-
ennial review (2020 - 2021)
of the European Union’s Spe-
cial Incentive Arrangement
for Good Governance and
Sustainable ~ Development
(GSP- Plus) has commenced
and Pakistan has submitted
its responses to the EU on
the list of issues and follow
up questions on September
15, 2020, and September 15,
2021. According to a state-
ment issued Wednesday, the
EU monitoring mission is
expected to visit Pakistan in
November 2021. The GSP-
Plus is a pivotal mechanism
for improving economic rela-
tions between Pakistan and
the EU, whereby Pakistan is
given zero-rated tariff prefer-
ences on almost 91% of tariff
lines to the EU market.

The  GSP-Plus incentive
provides many Pakistani ex-
port-oriented products, includ-
ing garments, bed linen, terry
towels, hosiery, leather, sports
and surgical goods, among
other, duty{free access in the
EU market. The EU GSP-Plus
is linked with the implementa-
tion of 27 UN conventions on
human rights, labour rights,
climate change, governance,
and narcotics control. After
every two years, a review is
carried out by the bloc to en-
sure the commitment of the
beneficiary countries to effec-
tively implement these 27 UN
conventions. So far, three suc-
cessful biennial reviews have
been concluded in 2016, 2018,
and 2020, respectively.

Pandora leaks

Maryam slams
NAB, SC’s ‘silence’

IHC overrules the registrar’s office objections
on Maryam’s application in acquittal plea

‘Sharifs trying to
hide corruption’

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) Vice President
Maryam Nawaz questioned
on Wednesday the “silence”
of the National Accountabil-
ity Bureau (NAB) and the
Supreme Court on the Pan-
dora Papers leaks. Speaking
to reporters after a hearing
in the Islamabad High Court

Continued on Page 06

KuAYAM ABBASI

PML (N) leadership is targeting
the security institutions to hide
their corruption. Addressing a news

Continued on Page 06

UK national
charged with
terror offenses

Shabazz Suleman, 25, went missing
on holiday in Turkey in 2014 after
finishing his high-school exams

News DEsk

LONDON: A British man
who allegedly joined Daesh
after vanishing from a fam-
ily holiday as a teenager
more than seven years ago
has been charged with ter-
rorist offenses. Shabazz
Suleman, 25, went missing
on holiday in Turkey in 2014
after finishing his high-
school exams and securing
a university place in Britain.
In the summer of 2013,
Suleman traveled to Syria
as part of an aid convoy, but
stands accused of returning

to the region to serve Daesh
and being trained by the ter-
ror group to use weapons.

When concerns about his
disappearance first sur-
faced in 2014, Suleman
said he was caught up in a
secret mass prisoner swap
between Ankara and re-
gional armed groups after

Continued on Page 06

The Prime Minister says that Kamyab Pakistan, Sehat Sahulat Cards and Ehsaas
are the flagship programs of the government aimed at poverty alleviation

— reiterates commitment
to end polio in Pakistan

CENTRELINE REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The Prime
Minister Imran Khan has
said that the Government
is cognizant of the problems
faced by the poor due to
inflation. It is for this pur-
pose that targeted subsidies
should be provided to the
under-privileged segments
of the society, said the
Prime Minister.

SAPM on Poverty Allevi-
ation Dr. Sania Nishtar
briefed the Prime Minister
on provision of targeted
subsidies to the eligible
families under the umbrel-
la of Ehsaas program. The
Prime Minister said that
Kamyab Pakistan, Sehat
Sahulat Cards and Ehsaas
are the flagship programs
of the government aimed

at poverty alleviation and
social uplift of the lower
segments of the society.
The Prime Minister di-
rected that a comprehen-
sive awareness program
be launched to inform the
masses about how targeted
subsidies can be availed.
The meeting was apprised
that Ehsaas program has
developed a mobile app in
collaboration with National
Bank of Pakistan. This ap-
plication would be used by
vendors to provide subsi-
dized items to eligible Eh-
saas beneficiaries through-
out the country.

It was informed that due
care has been taken to elim-
inate chances of misuse of
targeted subsidies under
the Ehsaas program.

The briefing was also at-
tended by Minister Finance

Shukat Fayaz Tarin, Minis-
ter Defense Pervaiz Khat-
tak, Minister Information
Fawad Chaudhry, SAPM
Dr. Shehbaz Gill, Governor
State Bank Dr. Raza Bagqir,
President National Bank
and senior officers.

Earlier in the day, Prime
Minister Imran Khan di-
rected to further strength-
en regional linkages for
the promotion of bilateral
trade and commercial rela-
tions with Kyrgyzstan. The
Prime Minister was talking
to Pakistan’s Ambassador
to Kyrgyzstan Sardar Azhar
Tarig Khanm, who called
on him here on Wednesday.
Ambassador Azhar Tariq ap-
prised the Prime Minister
of the prospects of econom-
ic diplomacy with the whole
Central Asian region espe-
cially Kyrgyzstan.

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Imran Khan has
reaffirmed his government’s
commitment to end all
forms of polio in Pakistan.
In a telephonic conversation
with co-chair of the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation,
Bill Gates, the Prime
Minister said the country
has reported only one case
of wild poliovirus this year
and the progress against
polio virus is positive.
Praising progress towards
polio eradication, Bill Gates
pledged his  continued

support to Pakistan’s polio
program for ensuring that
no child in the country is at
risk of paralysis due to polio
virus. The Prime Minister
and Bill Gates expressed
concern regarding the health
system in Afghanistan. They
discussed the importance
of resumption of polio

campaigns in Afghanistan to
stop the disease and protect
Pakistan’s recent gains
towards ending polio.

Imran Khan highlighted
that more than half of the
population in Afghanistan
was living below poverty
line and in dire need of
financial assistance.

COAS
visits FFR
Abbotabad

STAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI: General Qa-
mar Javed Bajwa, Chief of
Army Staff (COAS) visited
Frontier Force Regimen-
tal Centre Abbottabad, on
Wednesday, on the occasion
of annual Commanding Of-
ficers Conference.

COAS laid floral wreath at
Yadgar-e-Shuhada and ad-
dressed the participants.
COAS praised the Regi-
ment for its professional
excellence, outstanding
operational performance
and war worthiness.
Earlier on his arrival at
the Regimental Centre,
COAS was received by
the Colonel Commandant
FF Regiment; Lieutenant
General Aamir Abbasi,
Inspector General Arms;
Lieutenant General Majid
Ehsan and Commandant
FF Regimental Centre.

Lowest covid
cases in
3 months

IBrAR KHAN

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
has reported 39 deaths in
the last 24 hours by novel
coronavirus as the num-
ber of positive cases has
surged to 1,253,868. The
nationwide tally of fatali-
ties has jumped to 27,986
on Wednesday.

According to the latest fig-
ures by the National Com-
mand and Operation Center
(NCOC) 1,212 persons test-
ed positive for COVID-19 in
the past 24 hours.

Punjab remains the worst
hit province in terms of
deaths followed by Sindh
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
Till now 12,724 individ-
uals have lost their lives
to the epidemic in Punjab
7,451 in Sindh 5,608 in KP,
930 in Islamabad, 738 in
Azad Kashmir, 349 in Ba-
lochistan, and 186 in GB.
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Quality education
1S our top priority

Purpose of Counseling Seminar is to aware children of
Lodhran about where to take admission after matriculation

SaqQiB MUSHTAQ

LODHRAN: Tareen Edu-
cation Foundation (TEF)
organized a career coun-
seling seminar in Govern-
ment girls Degree College
Lodhran. President Tareen
Education Foundation Ali
Khan Tareen participated
as Chief Guest.

CEO Education Islamabad
Yousuf Almas participated
as career counseling Train-

er while CEO Education
Mian Abdul Razzaaq, CEO
Tareen Education Founda-
tion and college administra-
tion also participated.
While addressing Ali Tareen
said that purpose of Tareen
Education Foundation is to
provide quality education
comparable to education
in schools of Lahore and
Islamabad along with best
facilities.

Purpose of Counseling Sem-
inar is to aware children

So\!th Punjab
gatics Contest

of Lodhran about where to
take admission after matric-
ulation or which institution
have scholarship opportuni-
ties along with that children
of Lodhran should also be
made aware that what kind
of education is being provid-
ed at LUMS and NUST like
institutions.

Ali Tareen said that along-
side quality education op-
portunities for sports is
also being provided to the
children, we will make Girls

South Punjab Mathematics Contest svic)

Rs 10,000

Wy
S

cricket teams in Schools
and Colleges and their will
have them trained on inter-
national level.

CEO Education Lodhran
Mian Abdul Razzaq said that
Tareen Education Founda-
tion Lodhran is nothing less
than a blessing, we have
always appreciated and sup-
ported the efforts of Tareen
Education Foundation.
Tareen Education Founda-
tion’s CEO Akbar Khan said
that Career Counselling
Session is the first of its
kind in Southern Punjab,
124 High and Higher Sec-
ondary School teachers and
students participated in the
session.

Ali Tareen also distributed
the prizes among the chil-
dren who have gotten posi-
tions in Maths Competition
held under Tareen Educa-
tion Foundation earlier.
Later Ali Khan Tareen vis-
ited Modern Information
Technology Center estab-
lished by Tareen Education
Foundation in Government
Girls Degree College.

Indonesian CG in
Karachi visits loBM

Nazir SIYAL

KARACHI: “We must pursue
the development of culture
and people-to-people contact
to enhance mutual coop-
eration between Indonesia
and Pakistan,” said H.E, the

Consul General of Indonesia
in Karachi, Dr. June Kuncoro
Hadiningrat. He was address-
ing the management, faculty,
and students at the Institute
of Business Management
(IoBM), Karachi on Wednes-
day, October 6, 2021.

The event was presided

over by Mr. Bashir Janmo-
hammed, Chancellor IoBM,
who also presented an
overview of the rich history
of Indonesia-Pakistan rela-
tions. During his address,
Consul General Dr. June
said that the first Indone-
sia-Pakistan Youth Forum
has been established. This
will focus on culture, educa-
tion, tourism, and exchange
programs.

The interactive discussion
with the Consul General
provided insights regarding
cooperation and collabora-
tion on multiple fronts. Also
present on this occasion
were JToBM’s Rector, Deans,
and management. Dr. Tariq
Rahim Soomro, Acting Rec-
tor and Dean CCSIS, IoBM,
delivered the vote of thanks.

Importance of human
security stressed

ARy GHAZNAVI

ISLAMABAD: Speakers discuss the impor-
tance of freedom from want through business-
es and entrepreneurship at an event arranged
by the Human Security Institute (THIS) at the
Institute of Strategic Studies (ISSI). The sem-
inar was a star-studded event with representa-
tion of leaders from business, entrepreneur,
academic, and think tank community. There
were a number of prestigious speakers from
various departments, each of which gave im-
portant suggestion and add key points in the

discussion.

Dir. CSP, Dr. Talat Shabir touched upon the
subject of human security and explained its
critical link to reducing poverty alleviation. He
cited China as an exemplary case among the
nations that worked wonders for bringing its

nations out of pits of poverty. Earlier in his wel-

come, DG ISSI, Amb. Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry
highlighted the fact that human security is

in Pakistan.

such a topic that received little or no attention

He said that human security is a strategic
issue. In his opening remarks, Former DG
ISRAA, Maj Gen. Samraiz Salik ISRA stated
that a visible shift of global power from west
to east has taken place. He said that concept of
security has also changed from state-centric to
individual-centric.

During the discussion session, the speakers
and the participants raised many pertinent

points. They shared their own experiences

with them and proposed result-oriented sug-
gestions. All the speakers and discussants
agreed that following the Chinese model blind-
ly would be a huge mistake and Pakistan need
to tailor this model according to its needs.

KMU extends
ETEA test till
October 17

PESHAWAR: Khyber Medical
University Wednesday ex-
tended ETEA test for admis-
sion in Allied Health Sciences
till October 17 due to expect-
ed rains and rough weather.
The test will now be held
simultaneously on Sunday,
October 17 at 9am in differ-
ent centers of the province
instead of October 10. It is
worth mentioning that this
change in the test date has
been made in the light of the
reports of the Meteorological
Department that heavy rains
are likely in some parts of the
province on October 9 and 10.
A statement issued by the
KMU Directorate of Admis-
sion said, the test will now
be held on Sunday, October
17. Roll number slips will be
issued to the concerned can-
didates soon. While the rest of
the terms and conditions have
not been changed. In addi-
tion, all concerned candidates
can visit the KMU website
http:// ahs.kmuts.pk for more
information. — APP

Over 3.11m
people get
vaccination in
Faisalabad

FAISALABAD: As many as
3,119,709 people have so
far been vaccinated against
COVID-19 in Faisalabad dis-
trict. District Health Officer
Dr. Ataul Mun’im said on
Wednesday that 2,302,154
people had been given the
first dose while 765,519
were administered the sec-
ond dose of vaccine.

He said that 29,723 health
workers were also given
the first dose while 22,314
received the second dose of
vaccine. He said that suffi-
cient stock of anti-coronavi-
rus vaccine was available in
the district.

As of now 517,848 first
doses and 345,232 second
doses were in the stock at
Faisalabad. He said that 37
vaccination centers and 20
mobile vaccination camps
were operational in Faisal-
abad where registered per-
sons were also getting an-
ti-coronavirus vaccine doses.
To facilitate the people
these centers had been es-
tablished in various areas
of the city including Allied
Hospital, District Head
Quarters Hospital, Govern-
ment General Hospital G.M
Abad, Faisalabad Institute
of Cardiology, Government
General Hospital Samana-
bad, Children Hospital,
Sports Complex Samanabad,
Tehsil Head Quarters Hos-
pital Jaranwala, Samundri,
Tandlianwala, Chak Jhumra,
Sports Complex Chak Jhum-
rah, Sports Complex Jaran-
wala, Government General
Hospital Chak 224-RB, New
Building RHC Khurrianwala,
New Building THQ Sammun-
dri, New Building THQ Tan-
dlianwala, Social Security
Hospital Madina Town, Wap-
da Hospital, Rural Health
Centers Mureed Wala, Chak
174]JB, Chak 134-]B, Chak
229-Rb, Chak 65-GB, RHC
Lundianwala Jaranwala,
RHC Khurrianwala Jaran-
wala, Pindi Sheikh Musa,
Kanjwani, Mamukanjan,
RHC Chak 400-GB, RHC
Chak 153-RB, RHC Chak
374-GB and Chak 469-GB,
he added. — APP
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ISLAMABAD Prime Mlmster of Azad Jammu and Kashmlr Abdul Qayyum Niazi calls on

Foreign Minister, Shah Mehmood Qureshi. — DNA

CDA conducts feedback
survey from citizens

Sixty five percent people are satisfied about the rehabilitation of
street lights, 60 percent people are satisfied with the steps taken by
the CDA to end the occupation and encroachment on govt property

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The manage-
ment of the Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA) has
obtained public opinion on
the steps taken to provide
municipal services to the cit-
izens through a survey. This
is first time that CDA has
conducted a survey for get-
ting feedback from citizens
on the authority performance
in order to further improve
service delivery. According
to the survey, overall, 60 per
cent people were satisfied
with the various services,
while 40 percent expressed
their views on improvement
un different segments.

Sixty percent people ex

pressed satisfaction over
the question asked from the
citizens regarding the main-
tenance of green areas of
Islamabad and care of plants,
Sixty five percent people are
satisfied about the rehabilita-
tion of street lights, 60 per-
cent people are satisfied with
the steps taken by the CDA
to end the occupation and en-
croachment on government
property, percent people are
satisgied about the rehabilita-
tion of sidewalks, lane mark-
ing, Fortyfive percent said
they were satisfied with waste
disposal and timely collection
while Seventy seven percent
people were satisfied with the
restoration and replacement
of street lights, 64 percent
with cleanliness and 34 per

cent with road drainage and
road repairs.

The Member Administration
said that CDA has developed
an integrated system for gar-
bage collection and disposal
in urban as well as rural are-
as. In this regard, one thou-
sand trolleys and two hun-
dred skips have been placed
at different places in the city
while tender has been issued
for having another 150 skips
and 500 trolleys.  Elaborat-
ing on the environment, the
Member Finance said that so
far about 230 parks have been
rehabilitated while other facil-
ities including jogging tracks,
cycling tracks and walking
tracks in green areas have
been added in different areas
of the city.

Similarly, restoration work is
being completed in F-9 Park
in which so far of all lights in
F-9 Park have been restored,
renovation works including
civil work, upgradation of
cricket ground have been
completed.The Member Fi-
nance further said that new
parks are being constructed
on Islamabad Expressway
near Quaid-e-Azam Portrait,
H-8, Diplomatic Enclave, Park
Enclave and along the Islama-
bad Highway.

Regarding waste disposal in
Islamabad, it was informed
that a decision has also been
taken to set up a joint dump-
ing site for Islamabad and
Rawalpindi where waste will
be disposed of using modern
scientific methods.

Gandhara Festival begins
at Taxila with full swing

DNA

TAXILA: Gandhara festival at
Texila Museum, Taxila was
held to highlight and show-
case the significance of Gand-
hara Civilization, art, culture
and artifacts. The event was
organized/set up by Center
for Culture and Development
(C2D) along with the Punjab
Archaeology Department
to support and promote the
theme Project of the Punjab
Government aiming “Protec-
tion & Promotion of Cultural
Heritage of Punjab through
Sustainable Tourism and Eco-
nomic Growth. The UNESCO
Pakistan is a leading partner
of the project and extending
expertise and technical sup-

port to the Government of
Punjab for the protection and
promotion of heritage sites
of Punjab which have para-
mount importance for Sikh-
ism, Hinduism, Buddhism
and Sufi Islam.

The title for the exhibition
is “Roots or Routes: Explor-
ing Pakistan’s Buddhist and
Jain Histories”. The exhi-
bition offering exhibits like
posters and pictures of Bu-
dhism and Jainism remains
and heritage sites in various
regions and provinces of
Pakistan is one of the most
potent ways of presenting
and projecting our heritage
not only to our local audienc-
es but to the our diplomatic
communbities and interna-
tional vieweresship aswell.

z-l:u‘.z.lq.._-‘..::

e i 1 A )
‘-J-J‘A__J‘j

These heritage and its di-
verse exhibition to the the
world would enhance ppub-
lic awareness about the im-
portance of these treasures
and a will to protect and pro-
mote these treasures for the
posterity.

The exhibition /Gandhara
Festival would continue from
October 5 through October
9. It offers opportunity for
art, culture and history lovers
to benefit from the work of
experts on Gandhara civiliza-
tion to quench their thirst for
knowledge on this subject of
utmost importance for our
history and heritage. Gnd-
hara Festival was inaugurated
by MNA and Federal Parlia-
mentary Secretary, Culture
and Heritage Gazala Shafi..

SME sector has to play its key role to reinvigorate the economy and the Government
must encourage the local textile sector through a special incentive package

IsuraQ MuGcHAL

FAISALABAD. Government is im-
plementing a sustainable growth
model to enhance exports and at-
tract maximum foreign remittanc-
es in order to get rid of inflation
and loans on a permanent basis,
said Mian Farrukh Habib, State
Minister for Information & Broad-
casting.

Addressing the Annual General
Meeting (AGM) cum dinner of All
Pakistan Bedsheets & Upholstery
Manufacturers Association (AP-
BUMA), he said that textile sector
was experiencing worst crisis just
3-4 years ago, however Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan who was then
in opposition consulted all stake-
holders and a comprehensive tex-
tile policy was evolved.

He said that after coming into
power the PTI Government cat-
egorically announced subsidized
Gas and Electricity tariff for the
industrial sector so that its dyna-
mism could be restored and we

could enhance our exports and
create new job opportunities for
the unemployed youth.

He underlined the importance of
the SME sector in the national
economy and said that most of
the Large Manufacturing Units
(LMU) had started their journey
as SME’s.

He said that only the SME seg-
ment has potential to immediately
double its exports and hence the
Government is trying its optimum
best to resolve its problems on pri-
ority basis.

He said that corona was a global
phenomenon which has plugged
major economies into turmoil but
our Government decided to con-
tinue industrial activities to save
the exports and employment of
industrial and commercial work-
ers. He said that world financial
institutions were predicting GDP
growth of Pakistan at nominal rate
of only 1.5-2%. He said that pru-
dent policies played a major role
in our growth which have crossed
the mark of 4.5% and because of

our sustainable economic model it
will become 5% very soon. Quot-
ing various statistics, he said that
the Government provided best
possible facilities to stabilize the
economy on the war footing.

He said that his office in Islama-
bad is open for the business com-
munity of Faisalabad and they
could contact him at any time for
the resolution of their individual
and collective issues. He appreci-
ated the smooth transition of pow-
er in APBUMA and said that the
Government was also contemplat-

ing to introduce Electronic Voting
Machine (EVM) to restore the
credibility of general elections.
He said that FCCI and FPCCI
should also switch over to the new
technological interventions so
that a conducive climate could be
created in Pakistan for the use of
electronic voting machines at the
national level.

Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh President
said that Faisalabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (FCCI)
is the mother organization of all
trade bodies which have been
given due representation in this
elected forum.

He said that the SME sector has
to play its key role to reinvigorate
the economy and the Government
must encourage the local textile
sector through a special incentive
package. He said that from one
dollar of yarn export we could
fetch 12-16 dollars from the same
volume of yarn through value addi-
tion, hence the government must
focus on the value added textile
sector. He said that Pakistan has

harvested a bumper cotton crop
and we have sufficient export or-
ders. “We will have to import high
quality cotton yarn to meet our
export orders”, he said and add-
ed that no doubt Government has
already trimmed Regulatory Duty
from 10 to 5% but the appreciation
of dollar has diluted this edge and
Government must bring it down
to zero.

He also supported the demand
of zero rating for the SME sec-
tor and said that immediate steps
would further spur the export ac-
tivities in the country.

The meeting was also addressed by
Senior Vice President FCCI Mr. Im-
ran Mahmood Sheikh, Group Lead-
er Mian Muhammad Adrees, Chair-
man Khawaja Muhammad Younis,
Retiring Senior Vice Chairman AP-
BUMA Engineer Bilal Jameel, Mr.
Arif Ehsan Malik and Deputy Chief
Manager SBP Faisalabad Mr. Mu-
hammad Akbar.

Later shields were also presented
to the guests and participants of
the meeting.

HEC, British
Council host
conference on
climate action

ISLAMABAD: The British
Council together with the
Higher Education Commis-
sion (HEC) of Pakistan on
Wednesday hosted a roundta-
ble conference entitled “Edu-
cation for climate action: How
universities can steer the cli-
mate crisis.”

The higher education sec-
tor is enabling the world to
understand the impact of cli-
mate change on the environ-
ment. However, there is still
a long way to go before policy
and citizen action catch up
with the scientific evidence
of what is happening to the
world’s climate. As the coun-
try that is fifth most affected
by climate change, there is a
need in Pakistan to identify
gaps, opportunities, and pave
developmental pathways and
thought leadership towards
building a greener Pakistan.
With COP26 (UN Climate
Change Conference) taking
place in the UK later this
year, the Education for Cli-
mate Action roundtable aims
to bring together stakehold-
ers, academics, civil society,
and development changemak-
ers from Pakistan and the
UK to a platform together to
discuss where we are, what
more needs to be done and
what we can learn from each
other. Federal Minister for
Education and Professional
Training Shafqat Mehmood,
Development Director British
High Commission Pakistan
Annabel Gerry, and British
Council Country Director Pa-
kistan Amir Ramzan spoke in
the opening session. — APP

7 booked
for torturing
FDA
employees

FAISALABAD: Millat Town
police on Wednesday ar-
rested seven people for
torturing the employees of
Faisalabad Development
Authority (FDA) and damag-
ing the machinery.
According to police, a FDA
enforcement team  dur-
ing the checking of legal
status of private housing
schemes, sealed the office
of unapproved housing colo-
ny namely ‘Kirran Valley’ on
Millat Road. Some people
present in the office tor-
tured and abused the mem-
bers of enforcement team
and damaged a tractor and
resorted to aerial firing.
Those were arrested in-
clude: Amin Jutt, Baba
Ayyub, Sajid, Fakhar, Qa-
mar, Salahuddin and Shan.
A case had been registered
against the accused. — APP
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Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 0334-5421812

Airlines
TurkishAirlines...... 8494949

Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20

Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi 9270601-20
Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIA Cargo..... ...9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA ..o 9281092

Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666
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Departments
CDA....ccvveveee. 9221334-43
CDA.....couuveee. 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6
RDA...cooveveeeeeen. 5555864
TMA....eeeeeeeeeeens 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3

<!

Complaints

Water Tanker Service
E-7,F-10 & F-11......9204654
G-5,G-6,G-7,G-8....9203883

G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12,
H8uooeeeieieene 9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Islamabad
Metropolitan
Corporation........... 9209224

Potohar Town......... 9209224
...D773343

Rawal Town

Wasa Water Tank

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125

Utmost efforts a must for
Pakistan to join tech race

The president, addressing the launching ceremony of STEM (Science, Technology,
Engineering, Mathematics) pilot project, said the children’s motivation towards
science education would create actual Wealth for the country

Kuavam ABBasI

ISLAMABAD: President Dr
Arif Alvi Wednesday said
that it required utmost ef-
forts for Pakistan to join the
global race of technology
which would also guarantee
the future national econom-
ic development.

The president, addressing
the launching ceremony of
STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, Mathe-
matics) pilot project, said
the children’s motivation
towards science education
would create actual wealth
for the country which would
later support the industry
and IT sector too.

Under the wumbrella of
Ministry of Science and
Technology, the Pakistan
Science Foundation is ex-
ecuting the STEM’s first
phase project under PSDP
program. The project is in-
itially being launched in 50
schools across Pakistan,
selected based on their
excellent academic results

i N T

during last three years.
Calling STEM education
“very dear” to him, the pres-
ident referred to a survey
by Annual Status of Educa-
tion Report (ASER) which
showed that the interest of
Pakistani children towards
STEM was comparatively
low in the region.

Quoting a study by Uni-
versity of Sargodha, the
president said parents, vis-
iting museum and science
festivals as well as encour-
agement by the teachers
played key role to motivate

.)|Lr/T|r

children towards
education.

He said China produced
around 4.7 million STEM
graduates annually, India
2.6 million and Iran 0.35
million  while Pakistan
would be far behind in the
list. Calling the launching of
STEM as a timely step, the
president called for adopt-
ing the required factors for
promotion of STEM edu-
cation which provided the
basis for development in
organized societies.

He also hinted at visiting

STEM

the STEM schools some-
time and added that it was
inevitable to uplift the peo-
ple to compete the world.

Minister for Science and
Technology Senator Shib-
li Faraz said the program
would be spread throughout
the country. The selected
schools will become hubs
of STEM education and will
serve as model schools for all
schools of adjoining areas.

He said the program also
feature training of teach-
ers and preparation of
master trainers. Moreo-

ver, a monitoring mecha-
nism will also be in place
to examine the productiv-
ity of the program.
Moreover, he said the
STEM FABLABS will be
established in all STEM
designated schools which
would have state of the art
research facilities and will
also provide latest resourc-
es for digital fabrication.
Federal Education Minis-
ter Shafqat Mahmood said
the education ministry had
launched a pilot program
in 35 educational insti-

tutes of Islamabad which
would also benefit the Pa-
kistan Science Foundation
in STEM initiative.

He said STEM was also
part of uniform education
curriculum and added that
teacher training was of
high importance to achieve
the desired results. Chair-
man of Pakistan Science
Foundation Dr Shahid Baig
also addressed the event,
attended by provincial
ministers, diplomats and
principals of the STEM
designated schools.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Ambassador to Kyrgyzstan Sardar Azhar Tariq Khan called on Prime Minister Imran Khan. — DNA

SAIFULLAH

ISLAMABAD: The impend-
ing antiforced conversions
legislation in  Pakistan,
which has already been ta-
bled before the parliamen-
tary committee on minori-
ties contravenes the basic
tenets of the Constitution
and flouts the legislative au-
thority of the Parliament as
the proposed bill is imposed
rather indigenous and aims
to serve foreign interests.

This was the crux of the
discussion held at a seminar
titled ‘rhetoric and reality of
forced conversions in Paki-
stan’ which was organized
by Islamabad Bar Associ-
ation and Legal Thinkers
Forum in collaboration with
Institute of Policy Studies
\_inside Islamabad Kachehri.

" Experts concerned |
over Anti-forced
conversion law

The session was addressed
as keynote speaker by Sufi
Ghulam Hussain, research of-
ficer at IPS, and author of the
IPS baseline study ‘Forced
Conversions or Faith Conver-
sions: Rhetoric and Reality’.
Among other speakers were
Senator Mushtaq Ahmed
Khan from Jamaat-i-Islami,
Dr Ikram-ul-Haque, Secretary
Council of Islamic Ideology,
Dr Inamullah, DG Council of
Islamic Ideology, Rao Abdur
Raheem from Islamabad Bar
Association, Qazi Rafi-Uddin,
senior advocate, and Ha-
roon-ur-Rasheed, senior advo-
cate, Islamabad High Court.
Syed Nadeem Farhat Gilani,
senior research officer at
IPS, Zahid Asif Chaudhry,
general secretary Legal
Thinkers Forum and a large
number of legal fraternity

also attended the session. J

Gillani
barred

Jrom

leaving

country

ISLAMABAD: Leader of
the Opposition in Senate
Yousuf Raza Gillani and
his daughter on Wednes-
day were barred from
leaving the country at Is-
lamabad Airport Sources
said that the Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FIA)
stopped the Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party (PPP) leader
Yousaf Raza Gillani from
leaving the country as
his name is placed on the
Exit Control List (ECL).

Senator Gillani along with
her daughter arrived at
Islamabad  International
airport to fly to Italy to
participate in a conference,
sources familiar with the
matter informed. The of-
ficials at the immigration
counter told Gillani that his
name had been on the Exit
Control List (ECL). — DNA

ICCI shows concerns
over rising debt burden

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Muhammad
Shakeel Munir, President,
Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, said that
the central government's
total debt has increased by
more than 11 per cent in the
last one year, which should
be a matter of great con-
cerns for the policymakers
as the rising debt burden
would consume most of the
country's financial resources
on debt servicing and leave
insufficient budget for devel-
opment projects that would
badly affect the economic
growth of the country.

He emphasized that the gov-
ernment should formulate a
comprehensive strategy to
get rid of the debt burden

as rising debt would create
multiple problems for the
country’s eco- ‘

nomic future.
He said this
while ad-
dressing a
delegation of
the business
community v
during its
visit to ICCIL
Mian  Akram
Farid Chalrman
Founder Group was

also present at the occa-
sion. Muhammad Shamim,
Ahmed Khan, Zahid Hamid,
Haji Nisar Langa and others
were in the delegation.
Muhammad Shakeel Mu-
nir said that total debt of
the central government
has surged from Rs.35.66
trillion in August 2020 to

‘ CKEKE:
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over Rs.39.77 trillion
August 2021, which
was not a
healthy
trend. He
said that
the exter-
nal debt

has also
Vincreased
from

y Rs.12.123
h trillion in
August 2020
to Rs.13.436 tril-
lion in August 2021
showing an increase of over
Rs.1.3 trillion during the
last one year.
These trends showed that
our country was sinking
into a serious debt trap and
things have reached to such
a point that the government
has to borrow to repay the
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interest on loans which was
very worrying. He urged
that the government should
reduce its reliance on loans
and try to run the economy
with indigenous resources.
He further stressed that the
government should devise a
comprehensive strategy to
get rid of the debt burden so
that with reliance on indig-
enous resources, Pakistan
could move towards sustain-
able economic growth.
Jamshed Akhtar Sheikh
Senior Vice President and
Muhammad Faheem Khan
Vice President ICCI said
that the price of electricity
in Pakistan was already very
high as compared to re-
gional countries, which had
increased the cost of doing
business manifold besides
raising inflation.

The open discussion was jointly organized by the Institute of Regional Studies (IRS)
and the Pakistan-Afghan Youth Forum (PAYF)

Suusaatr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Participants of an
open discussion on developments
in Afghanistan and its impacts on
Pakistan urged the government
to build a regional consensus
among Afghanistan’s neighbours
on the way forward for the coun-
try. They called for convening a
regional summit on the subject.
The open discussion was joint-
ly organized by the Institute of
Regional Studies (IRS) and the
Pak-Afghan Youth Forum (PAYF)
here on Wednesday.

The founder of the Afghan Eye
Mr Ahmed Waleed Kakar argued
that the Taliban government had
not prioritized technocrats for
technical positions in its govern-
ment and urged them to strike

a balance between placing their
own members on key government
positions and having people with
technical knowledge on impor-
tant technically complicated as-
signments. He also criticized the
Taliban government in Afghani-
stan for the reports of extra-judi-
cial killings, arrests, and torture
coming out of Afghanistan.

Defence analyst Lt Gen (Retd)
Asif Yaseen argued that criticism
against the Taliban regime in
Afghanistan over placing non-ex-
perts in key ministries was mis-
placed because the trend was the
same in other developing coun-
tries as well. He further main-
tained that criticizing the Taliban
regime in Afghanistan over burkas
was also misplaced because it was
something culturally intrinsic to
Afghanistan on which the inter-

national community could not dic-
tate to it. He was of the opinion
that the Taliban government in
Afghanistan should be called the
Government of Afghanistan.

Gen Yaseen floated the idea of
holding a regional summit on Af-
ghanistan that could pave the way
for the recognition of the Taliban
government in Afghanistan by
three or more countries from the
region. He also called for flooding
Afghanistan with humanitarian
assistance from Pakistan for win-
ning the hearts and minds of Af-
ghans. He cautioned the interna-
tional community against having
expectations from the Afghans
that they could not deliver on in
the given circumstances.

Former Senator Barrister Muham-
mad Ali Saif argued that the deci-
sion of recognition of the Taliban

government in Afghanistan need-
ed to be taken keeping in view
the national interest of Pakistan
as well as the best interest of the
people of Afghanistan. He was of
the opinion that Pakistan did not
need to wait for other countries to
recognize the Taliban government
in Afghanistan because the Talib-
an were in full control of the whole
territory of Afghanistan and it was
in the best interest of Pakistan
and the people of Afghanistan to
do it earnestly.

Barrister Saif further maintained
that many Western countries
had given a de facto recognition
to the Taliban government in Af-
ghanistan by engaging with them
diplomatically since their coming
into power in Afghanistan. He
regretted that the Americans did
not appreciate Pakistan’s role in

the war on terror in their sup-
port. Barrister Saif was of the
view that slowly and gradually the
Taliban government in Afghan-
istan would moderate itself but
it could not do so at the moment
because of internal pressure.
Defence analyst Lt Gen (Retd)
Naeem Lodhi maintained that
no other country was entitled to
impose its ideas of culture on Af-
ghanistan. He asked why Pakistan
was waiting for other countries
before extending recognition to
the Taliban government in Afghan-
istan. Commenting on the possi-
bility of the grant of pardon to the
Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
Gen Lodhi argued that the gov-
ernment should not do it without
taking into confidence the victims
of the terrorism unleashed by the
TTP on the people of Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD: A trial court
of Islamabad, hearing the
murder case of slain Noor
Mukadam on Wednesday
postponed the indictment
of Zahir Jaffar and reserved
the decision on his petition.
At the outset of hearing, ac-
cused Zahir Jaffar pleaded
for a chance to speak inde-
pendently at the end of the
trial before the Additional
Session Judge Atta Rabani.
Zahir complaint to the court
that the the US embassy had
offered him to provide a legal
assistance through a lawyer
of his choice to be selected
from the list but that list
was not provided to him in
the jail. The court however
turned down his request and
asked him to address the
bench through his lawyer.
The defence lawyer request-
ed the bench for at least
four week time period for in-
dictment as seven day time
was not sufficient on the
grounds that the accused
did not know that what kind
of evidence was available
against him along with the
challan. The right of fair tri-
al couldn’t be met with hid-
ing information from the ac-
cused, the defense counsel
submitted while pleading to
provide the forensic report,
CCTV footage and other re-
cords to his client.

The plaint’s lawyer howev-
er objected to the defense
counsel and submitted that
this record was sealed and it
couldn’t be shared.

‘Early breast
cancer
diagnosis
saves lives’

RAWALPINDI:  Vice-chan-
cellor (VC) Rawalpindi Med-
ical University (RMU) Pro-
fessor Dr Muhammad Umar
on Wednesday said breast
cancer was a killing disease,
but was curable if diagnosed
at an earlier stage.

Talking to APP the VC said
there was a need to educate
women about self-examina-
tion because breast cancer
did not affect only women
but the whole family have
to bear consequences in
terms of social and financial
impacts. “Women should
begin screening for breast
cancer at the age of 40”, he
said adding, “If you have a
family history of breast
cancer, you may need to be
screened preferably”.

Dr Umer said cases of breast
cancer in Pakistan was
alarming as Pakistan has
the highest cases of breast
cancer in Asia. “One out of
8th women in Pakistan was
diagnosed with breast can-
cer during their lifetime,” he
said. He revealed that wom-
en in the developing world,
like Pakistan, tend to die at
greater rates than in more
developed countries because
the disease was generally di-
agnosed later which resulted
in poor treatment results.
Dr Umer informed that to
get relevant data and improve
the services of health care in
hospitals, a unit of Cancer
Registry had been set up at
Holy Family Hospital with the
assistance of surgical special-
ists and young doctors.

PAC seeks
progress
report of NBP
audit within

30 days

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Public Ac-
counts Committee (PAC) on
Wednesday directed audit
authorities to expedite audit
of National Bank of Pakistan
(NBP) and submit progress
report within 30 days. The
committee met here at
Parliament House in the
chairmanship of MNA Rana
Tanveer Hussain. The com-
mittee examined the audit
report for the year 2019-20
maximum five highlighted
audit paras in order of high-
est amount involved therein.
The senior officials of NBP
briefed the committee about
the Human Resource and
Procurement including hir-
ing policy of 2012 to 2020.
They also briefed the com-
mittee about the salient
features of promotion policy-
2012. Chairman committee
said that promotion of em-
ployees should be ensured
transparently. The commit-
tee also examined the audit
para related to irregular ap-
pointments and promotion
in State Bank of Pakistan.
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Briefs

ISLAMABAD: The Nation-
al Productivity Organiza-
tion (NPO) would organ-
ize an online session on
“Production, Planning, and
Control” on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 12.

The training program
will impart knowledge on
production planning and
control which is a work
process and involves the
organization and planning
of the manufacturing pro-
cess and improves effi-
ciency, coordination, and
leverages the production,
according to an official
document.

Planning and control are
essential ingredients of
success, it ensures opti-
mum utilization of produc-
tion capacity.

In this course applicant
will learn the basic con-
cepts of production, man-
ufacturing, selection of
systems for optimizing
inventory, and production
management, it added.
The objective of the ses-
sion is to equip top-line
executives with the lat-
est management tools to
understand the norms of
production management,
methods of capacity plan-
ning, use quantitative
methods of making better
decisions as managers,
effectively utilize various
tools and techniques to
improve the products and
services in a production
environment.

This training would pro-
vide information about
introduction to produc-
tion management, process
selection and capacity
planning, layout planning,
cycle time calculation,
line balancing, overall ef-
fective equipment, mate-
rial requirement planning,
setting production targets,
productivity measure-
ments, and work order
planning and costing.

The session would be
attended by Production
Managers, Inventory
Managers, Supply Chain
Managers, Store Manag-
ers, Material Managers,
Production Executives,
Schedulers, Production
Planners, and Executive
Member of the Planning
department. — APP

Hill Joint
to organize
a musical
concert

ISLAMABAD: The Hill Joint
would organize musical con-
cert titled “Voodoo Child”
on October 9 at Lok Virsa.
According to announce-
ment, renowned singers in-
cluding Talal Qureshi, Salar
Khan, Maano and Rozeo
would perform at the con-
cert.

Talal Qureshi is a Pakistani
record producer, singer,
songwriter and D]J. The
Pakistani musician crafts
melodies and songs that are
wholly singular, ...

Talal released the first sin-
gle off his debut album,
track called “PAISA” featur-
ing R&B, Pop Singer Song-
writer - Hasan Raheem. The
COVID-19 SOP’s would be
strictly observed. — APP

84 dengue
cases
reported in
Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: Addition-
al Deputy Commissioner
(ADC) Islamabad Babar Sa-
hib Din on Wednesday said
that 84 dengue cases have
been reported in the federal
capital during last 24 hours.
ICT Administration has
launched a joint campaign
involving Assistant Commis-
sioners, DHO Office, MCI
Health, CDA and various
other departments focusing
on surveillance, fumigation,
sprays, larvicidal activities
and awareness.

ADC said that Section 144
has also been imposed
by Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Islamabad against any
action leading to dengue
spread e.g storage of water
in open spaces etc, said a
press release.

He said 5 persons have
been arrested and multiple
dengue hotspots have been
sealed by ACs and magis-
trates in the Islamabad Cap-
ital Territory.

Babar said that as many as
3 dengue magistrates have
been notified separately to
take strict action. — APP

Coherent policies needed to
enhance agri growth: Fakhar

Dr. Steffen Kudella, Resident Representative, Hanns Seidel Foundation
Pakistan in his welcome remarks and stated that food security means everyone

Kuayam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Center for Glob-
al & Strategic Studies (CGSS),
Islamabad, Hanns Seidel Foun-
dation Pakistan & MNS Univer-
sity of Agriculture, Multan jointly
organized Conference on “Food
Security vis-a-vis Sustainable Ag-
riculture in Pakistan: Policy Out-
comes and Prospects” at Margala
Hotel, Islamabad. The Conference
is a follow up to the Roundtable
Discussion organized in July at
Multan. The Conference highlight-
ed and discussed food security vis-
a-vis agriculture productivity in
Pakistan. The Conference focused
to devise coherent policies to curb
the deficit to maintain and sustain
the food supply chain by enhanc-
ing agriculture growth.

The Conference commenced with
the opening remarks of Mr. Ash-
fag Ahmed Gondal, Former Fed-
eral Secretary of Information and
Broadcasting and Vice President
(Federal Region), Center for Glob-
al & Strategic Studies (CGSS),
Islamabad.

He stated that food security is di-
rectly related to agriculture and
agriculture is the backbone of
Pakistan. This sector accounts for
19% of the GDP and the export of
agro-based products comprise of
the 80% of Pakistan’s export.

Dr. Steffen Kudella, Resident Rep-
resentative, Hanns Seidel Foun-
dation Pakistan in his welcome
remarks and stated that food se-
curity means everyone has access

to sufficient and safe food even in
times of crisis. Food Security is
a serious non-traditional security
challenge globally and for Paki-
stan, because many households
suffer from food insecurity as
per a recent study. This becomes
particularly serious for children.
Even though Pakistan already
has a comparatively strong food
production sector, its agricultur-
al potential is much bigger and
needs to be used for its people.
Dr, Kudella stated that our Con-
ference intends to connect rele-
vant stakeholders from the farmer
in the field to the highest level of
policymakers. We want to provide
constructive suggestions to policy
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Hanns
Seidel
Foundation

has access to sufficient and safe food even in times of crisis

MNS UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURE, MULT
CENTER FOR GLOBAL & STRATEGIC STUDIES,
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makers that are based on research
and evidence.

Chief Guest of the Conference His
Excellency Syed Fakhar Imam, Fed-
eral Minister for National Food Se-
curity and Research, Government
of Pakistan stated that it is a privi-
lege and honor to be amongst the
leading agriculture experts and sci-
entists. Pakistan is a country bless-
ed with the agro-economic zones.
We have one of the most extensive
irrigation system in the world. Cur-
rently, we are using 1/4th of our
geographical land for cultivation of
five major crops which is still dom-
inated by wheat. 38% of our popu-
lation is employed in the agro-eco-
nomic sector which increases the
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significance of this sector. Pakistan
has incomparable taste ad aroma of
fruits which cannot be found in any
other part of the world.

His Excellency stated that Paki-
stan needs to upgrade agriculture
sector through use of modern
technology. We can apply differ-
ent methodologies on smaller ar-
eas and that can be replicated on
larger scale upon success to mul-
tiply its benefits for the people of
Pakistan. We have youth that is
committed to take agroeconom-
ic sector to new heights. 60% of
our total exports depends upon
cotton and 70% of the edible oil
comes from cotton.

This year, we had record produc-

tion in many crops and by next
year more people would invest in
this sector.

Guest of Honor of the Conference
His Excellency Syed Hussain Jaha-
nia Gardezi, Provincial Minister
of Punjab for Agriculture, Govern-
ment of Pakistan stated that as far
as food security is concerned, it
has always remained a threat to
mankind. Various scientists and
philosophers have also been warn-
ing about the threats related to
food, agriculture security and cli-
mate change. Food security threat
has always existed; however, the
dimensions of this threat have
changed due to other factors par-
ticularly climate change.

Panagahs to get
digital monitoring
system soon
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ISLAMABAD: TiKA Islamabad Program Coordinator, Gokhan Umut, visited Associated Press of

Pakistan (APP) and met with Mobashir Hasan, Managing Director of APP. Some collaboration
areas between TiKA and Associated Press of Pakistan were discussed during the meeting. — APP

ICE launches
PGCert in
education

MEHTAB AHMED

ISLAMABAD: The Post Grad-
uate Certificate in Education
qualification was launched at
Shamadan Hall, Serena Hotel
in the presence of the iQualify
UK and International Centre
of Excellence (ICE) Manage-
ment from Pakistan and the
UK Office. The purpose, as
evinced by the theme of the
event ‘TRANSFORMING
TEACHERS TO ACADEMIC
LEADERS’, was to empower
the existing teachers with the
highly demanded skillsets.

“PGCert in Education is a
step towards acquiring the
right leadership skills in the
right environment and in the

right direction,” said Ms Sum-
bal, Head of Centre, ICE Paki-
stan and the moderator of the
panel. “The comprehensively
designed programme targets
the essential skillset that the
education industry depends
on to address higher educa-
tion and its shortfalls in teach-
ing - with specific reference to
Higher education landscape
in Pakistan.”

The event also included a pan-
el discussion with the respect-
ed members of the education
sector; namely, DrShaheen-
Sardar Ali (Rector NAHE),
Dr Paul Dudley, DrNishatRiaz
and Dr Muhammad Ali Saeed,
who discussed the challenges
of education sector and edu-
cationists at length.

ISLAMABAD: After the suc-
cessful launch of the coun-
try’s first ever free shelter
and food providing initiative
the authorities concerned
have decided to launch dig-
ital monitoring system next
week in various Panagahs
(shelter homes) existing in
different parts of the federal
capital.

The decision was made dur-
ing a recent high level meet-
ing conducted by the Prime
Minister who also gave
strict directions to digitize
the Panagahs within a week,
Assistant Director Bait ul
Mal PBM Sultan Mehmood
told APP.

He said Panagahs were

serving with dignity, where
there was no compromise
on the quality of service,
maintenance, hygiene and
cleanliness alongwith food
quality and quantity.
“Panagahs will serve the mar-
ginalized strata of society by
providing them temporary ac-
commodation along with two
times meal,” he told.

The Panagahs in this way
would assist deserving
people who come to met-
ropolitan cities in search
of employment, educa-
tion, and health facilities
that would be able to avail
temporary accommodation
and facilities free of cost,
he added. — APP

CDA utilizing transplanters
to shift fully-grown trees

SHAHEEN HANIF

ISLAMABAD: The Capi-
tal Development Authority
(CDA) is utilizing modern
tree trans planters to shift ful-
ly-grown trees coming under
the development of Rawal-
Dam interchange. CDA has
already committed in Envi-
ronment Impact Assessment
(EIA) Report that no tree will
be chopped/cut falling in the
project rather these will be
transplanted to alternative
site in the vicinity. In this con-
text, trees being transplanted
were either in the median
strips or in the vicinity of pro-
ject where construction work
is being carried out.

The tree transplanter has

been acquired from Pakistan
Navy to shift the grown trees,
affected due to construction
work, at an alternative place
in the vicinity.

In addition to transplanta-
tion of grown trees, plants
were also planted near this
so that upon completion this

project will not only ease
the traffic flow in the vicin-
ity but would also add to the
beauty of the city.

It is pertinent to mention
here that CDA has decided
that in future no tree will be
chopped due to construction
work rather it will be trans-

planted to an alternative site.
For this purpose CDA Devel-
opment Working Party during
its recent meeting has also
approved the procurement of
latest and modern tree trans-
planters for safe shifting of
grown trees afftected due to
development projects.

Results were highly encouraging; the findings are supportive of the program focus on
marginalized women, their financial empowerment and improved dietary knowledge

Suusat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Ehsaas Nashonuma
steering committee reviewed re-
sults of an independent evaluation
conducted by the Agha Khan Uni-
versity. Senator Dr. Sania Nishtar,
SAPM chaired the meeting. The
purpose of the research conduct-
ed was to understand how Ehsaas
Nashonuma had influenced the
health and wellbeing of benefi-
ciaries along with the enabling
and impeding factors related to
the uptake of Ehsaas Nashonuma,
the process, outcomes, and the
flow of operations. The evidence
from the evaluation is critical
to decide about the upscaling of
Ehsaas Nashonuma, and impact
evaluation of the combination of
conditional cash transfers with
specialized nutritional food had
already been conducted prior to
the commencement of Ehsaas
Nashonuma as a pilot project in 15
districts where 50 centers are now
operational.

Results were highly encouraging;

the findings are supportive of the
program focus on marginalized
women, their financial empow-
erment and improved dietary

knowledge. Evaluation specifies
considerable buy in by beneficiar-
ies and a smooth and transparent
process of Ehsaas Nashonuma
implementation. Report highlight-
ed how the program facilitated
access to healthcare utilization

and improved diets for beneficiary
women and their children and
how the rule-based procedures
were followed for identification
of beneficiaries and dispatching
of diet and conditional cash trans-
fer. 99.37% of beneficiary women
reported satisfaction from Nasho-
numa services provided to them
during their pregnancy as well as
those extended to their children

for their growth and wellbeing.
Speaking to the press, Dr. Sania
said, “The program will be up-
scaled nationwide to all districts
in this fiscal year.”

The steering committee was at-
tended by provincial represent-
atives and members of the inter-
national development community.
DG-KP, Special Secretaries from
Punjab, GB and AJK appreciated

the program and validated the on-
ground impact from their insights.
Some important recommenda-
tions were made with regard to
the revised design which will be
used in the scaleup particularly
with reference to the introduction
of mobile units and they need to
emphasize on awareness creation.
There was also a strong recom-
mendation to increase the size of
the Nashonuma cash stipend. Cur-
rently, Ehsaas Nashonuma pro-
vides Rs. 1,500 for boys and Rs.
2,000 for girls and the recommen-
dation was to increase the stipend
amounts which the steering com-
mittee approved. “Ehsaas Nasho-
numa will be integrated with all
One Window Ehsaas Centers”,
said Dr. Sania.

The program is critical to address
the issue of stunting in children as
according to the national nutrition
survey 40 out of 100 children in
Pakistan are stunted. Therefore,
Ehsaas Nashonuma, the condi-
tional cash transfer program will
play an important role in building
human capital.

Cabinet
approves
census on

modern tech

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Information Tech-
nology and Telecommunica-
tion Syed Aminul Haq said
on Wednesday that the fed-
eral cabinet had approved
the census to be run on
modern technology.

Talking to a private news
channel he said that for
equitable distribution of re-
sources, it was necessary to
conduct a census in modern
ways after five years, which
would eliminate many prob-
lems in Sindh.

He said the Ministry of In-
formation Technology was
making appropriate ways
to retain the data of every
single person in future cen-
suses.

Minster said the Muttahida
Qoumi Movement (MQM)
Pakistan showed concern
over the census which was
being resolved after the cab-
inet approval.

“Most people travel to cities
for employment that were
not included in the census,”
he said. — APP

NEPRA
1ssues 8417
Net Metering
licences

ISLAMABAD: National Elec-
tric Power Authority (NE-
PRA) issued 8417 licences
of Net Metering with a cu-
mulative installed capacity of
145.881 MW during the last
fiscal year (FY 2020-21) in a1l
power distribution companies
(DISCOs).

Sharing the details of net me-
tering, official sources told
APP here that out of the total,
2,170 licenses were issued in
Lahore Electric Supply Com-
pany (LESCO) with a capacity
of 41.126 MW, 1976 in Islama-
bad Electric Supply Company
(24.439 MW), 876 in Multan
Electric Supply Company
(17.928 MW), 564 in Faisal-
abad Electric Supply Compa-
ny (14.879 MW) during the
said period.

Similarly, he said that the au-
thority granted 1,357 net me-
tering licences in K-Electric
with a cumulative capacity of
(23.885 MW), 525 in Pesha-
war Electric Supply Company
(6.064 MW), 433 in Gujran-
wala Electric Power Company
(11.138 MW), 11 in Hydera-
bad Electric Supply Company
(0.951 MW), 7 in Sukkur Elec-
tric Supply Company (0.136
MW) and 4 in Quetta Electric
Supply Company (0.326 MW)
during the last financial year.
They said the regulator also
issued 273 licenses with a
total capacity of 3.147 MW in
Defense Housing Authority
and 221 licenses in Bahria
Town Pakistan Limited with
1.862 MW capacity during the
said period.

Meanwhile, the sources said
NEPRA also granted 27 gen-
eration licences with a cumu-
lative capacity of 1591.343
MW during the said period.
The generation licences
were granted for various
power plants based on coal,
hydel, solar, biomass, biogas,
and nuclear technologies.
Out of the total, 19 licences
were granted for solar/bio-
gas, four for hydel, two for
bio-mass/bio Gas, and one
each for nuclear and coal.
Some of these plants were
included 1145 MW Karachi
Nuclear Power Plant-3 (KAN-
UPP-3), 102.063 MW Master
Hydro (Pvt) Ltd, 82.25 MW
Uzghor Hydropower Com-
pany (Pvt) Ltd, 40.80 MW
PEDO (Koto Hydropower
Project), 69 MW PEDO (Lawi
Hydropower Project), 55 MW
Mughal Coal Energy Limited,
6.20 MW Bio-Mass Matol
(Private) Ltd. — APP

Lok Virsa to
hold Open

Mic Jam party

ISLAMABAD: The Hill Joint
would organize Open Mic
Jam party at National Insti-
tute of Folk and Traditional
Heritage-Lok Virsa on Octo-
ber 7.

According to Hill Joint,
the show would provide an
opportunity to emerging
musicians to gain experi-
ence performing to a live
audience without having to
go through the process of
getting normal music gigs,
which is very difficult to
do without experience or a
demo recording.

Open Mic programme was
initiative to discover melo-
dious voices and used to
be held on weekly basis
audition.

The programme was help-
ing those who were eager
to sing but they lack a prop-
er or available platform to
perform. The COVID-19
SOP’s would be strictly ob-
served. The show would be
opened for all but no Mask
no entry. — APP



IS in Afghanistan

T HE fighting between the Taliban and the Islamic State

(IS) in Afghanistan is heating up as on Monday, re-

ports emerged that the Taliban destroyed an IS cell in
Kabul, hours after an attack on a mosque claimed five lives.
Despite claiming control of the country about seven weeks
ago, the Taliban still faces resistance from outfits like IS and
other splinter groups that are seeking to consolidate their
footing in Afghanistan. This is a conflict that is unlikely to die
down anytime soon given how the IS in particular has seen
its influence grow in the region, and it is aiming to recruit
members from other outfits and even disenfranchised Taliban
members. Not only does this pose a challenge for the Taliban,
but it also means that civilians in Afghanistan will continue to
be targeted in such tragic violent attacks.
The Taliban officials have claimed that the operation was
quite successful and decisive as the IS centre was complete-
ly destroyed and all the members in it were eliminated. This
is encouraging considering the serious threat the group pos-
es not just to Afghanistan, but also neighbouring countries
given that IS espouses a transnational agenda.
However, while this will undoubtedly be a setback for IS, histo-
ry suggests that such measures only lead to temporary gains
before militant outfits regroup and adapt. Even tactics such as
leadership decapacitation have reaped limited dividends in the
past against groups like al-Qaeda. This resilience can be under-
stood by taking into account the fluid organisational structure
of the local chapters of transnational militant groups, which are
designed to be able to absorb such shocks and regroup as they
constantly feed on the plethora of splinter groups in the region.
While the Taliban is currently attempting to establish its
authority across the country by brute force, it will require
help going forward in terms of aid and ammunition. This is
where both regional and international assistance will be key.
For that to happen however, the Taliban will have to keep in
mind that such assistance will only be forthcoming as long
as they accommodate concerns at the other end as well re-
garding human rights and women’s education.
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Talking about Covid-19

AKISTAN’S declining trend of Covid-related deaths should

be greeted with optimism-albeit, cautious. With cases pla-

teauing to almost 28 per cent of the peak and vaccinations
gathering momentum (27 per cent has had at least one dose
administered), one might wonder whether we are finally inching
towards the end of this dark and dreary tunnel. However, as em-
phatic groups upon groups of pilgrims return from the annual
pilgrimage, let’s just put a hold on the fireworks.
The National Command and Operation Centre is spot-on in treating
those heading back with extra caution. Placed in Category C on the
coronavirus infections’ list, those having come in contact with the coro-
navirus hotspot must be at a greater risk of transmission. Indian health
officials have already marked the Hindu pilgrimage of Kumb Mela as
the superspreader that likely fuelled the deadly surge earlier this year.
While Baghdad tried its utmost best to uphold safety precautions in
hosting the pilgrimage before opening doors to overseas travellers, di-
vine providence always finds a corner to reign supreme. Stories about
unmasked pilgrims throwing caution to the wind in the name of reli-
gious fervour are all over the news. This is not to make light of anyone’s
beliefs but Pakistan has already had its Wuhan moment last year. Call it
a lackadaisical response to a fast-spiralling crisis or the fatalistic mani-
festation of simply not having the means, Islamabad’s poor handling of
pilgrims returning from Iran had cost Pakistan dearly.
Battling a virus that keeps attacking us in newer, more lethal forms is
no ordinary feat. And such extraordinary times call for extraordinary
measures. Living with Covid-19 is a new reality. No qualms about that.
Ergo, instead of giving in to the whims of those who prioritise fanning
discord flames over national security, Pakistan needs to step up its
quarantine facilities. In the past, dubious directives allegedly given by
Special Assistant to PM (Overseas Pakistanis) Syed Zulfiqar Bukhari)
with regard to clearing pilgrims were said to have spelt the medical
catastrophe. Such irresponsible innuendos need to be bid farewell to.
Then again, it would be overwhelmingly hard to convince people to
stay in special camps after hundreds cried of being stuck in squalid
conditions last year. The coronavirus saga is far from over. But just
to prevent the ship from hitting rock-bottom, we need to gain grounds
whenever there are signs of another outhreak. For a society hell-bent
on living in denial and disbelief, we’ve been quite fortunate. But disre-
garding the public health catastrophe can only work so far!

Amnesty to Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan

Attiyva Munawar

The decision to grant
amnesty to the TTP is
not a trivial one, it is a big
decision. The government
should not bypass the
parliament on this issue
at all. The issue should
be discussed in the
parliament and decided
by mutual consultation
through a joint
parliamentary committee

AKISTAN has fought a suc-
cessful war against terror-
ism, inflicting heavy casu-
alties and financial losses in this
war, however, all terrorist groups
operating against Pakistan are
well aware that without bowing to
the law and recognizing the Con-

Because togeth

Munaza Kazmi

History may be boring,
embellished with a
lot of years, though to
memories, but full of
lessons for life. You all
would be familiar with
our history, the greatest
and the richest of all,
the Kingdom of Sub-
continent, whose splendor
still reflects from the
timeless buildings of
Lahore or Dehli. Howit
was assembled?

stitution of Pakistan they will not
be accepted, so they are being in-
vited to negotiate under the con-
stitution. Prime Minister Imran
Khan, while confirming the talks

with some groups of Taliban, said
that if the banned Tehreek-e-Tali-
ban Pakistan (TTP) surrenders,
they will forgive. The government
of Pakistan wants to give a chance
to peace while avoiding further
bloodshed.

Pakistan can negotiate from a
strong position. Appropriately
under taken negotiations will not
only bring peace to Pakistanbut
will also be a major blow to the
enemies of the country who are
sponsoring these angry elements.
There is no doubt that PTI pre-
fers peace talks to war. The Prime
Minister has also hinted at talks
with some groups in the banned
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP),
but the TTPs overall response
seems inflexible, conflict reso-
lution must be found for peace,
but peace cannot be unilaterally
pursued, lasting peace is possible
only when the other side also ex-
presses its desire.

But the statement and actions of
the banned organization do not
prove that the peace talks are se-
rious and they are ready for any

& NITED WE STAND, DI-
VIDED WE FALL” was first
pitched by John Dickinson,

known as the founding father of United
State. I believethis phrase, many of us
had hear and read a lot. However,not a
mere theory, but this phrase is actually
practical and agreed among everyone.
With the meaning that,“If weare togeth-
er, we can win any battle”.
Talking on the broader spectrum,any cir-
cumstances that a nationconfronts can be
pacify if it gets the association of all.
History may be boring, embellished with a
lot of years, though to memories, but full
of lessons for life. You all would be familiar
with our history, the greatest and the rich-
est of all, the Kingdom of Sub-continent,
whose splendor still reflects from the time-
less buildings of Lahore or Dehli. Howit
was assembled? “Unity”; by Akbar’s com-
bining all the surrounding states, by mak-
ing peace, harmony and an air of uniform-
ity, which in return cultivated prosperity.

Later, time took a U-turn towards failure,

reasons involved nevertheless the grav-

est of all corruption parallel with division
or our failure to stay united.

I recently completed reading “The Anar-

chy” by William Dalrymple and trust me

my heart tore with idea that we couldn’t
unite, and when it was evident that if
we would have collaborated we could
dragthose sea dogs out of our magnifi-

dialogue.In this case, the ges-
tures of unilateral talks are not in
line with Pakistan’s commitment
against terrorism.

Pakistan’s desire to hold bilateral
talks after along war on terror indi-
cates weakness. It is worth noting
that the world’s most resourceful
states have not been able to suc-
cessfully eradicate terrorism as
Pakistani security agencies have
done, although terrorist elements
still carry out sporadic incidents
but for a decade, the current sit-
uation is quite different and re-
markably better than before, as
acknowledged by the world and
international organizations along
with people of all walks of life in
Pakistan.

Pakistan had spared no effort to
curb terrorism, but the remnants
of the terrorists could not be com-
pletely wiped out in Afghanistan
due to the provision of a condu-
cive environment for hiding their
heads. Pakistan is suffering the
consequences. However, after the
Taliban’s victory in Afghanistan,
we believe that the Afghan Taliban
should play a responsible role in
this situation, which is expected
of them by all. This has also been
promised by the Taliban leader-
ship. Pakistan should be no need

cent country, but all we were caredfor
personal gains. Turn the pages and you
would find Tipu from Maysor and Siraj
from Bengal went court to court with the
message that,“united we could win”, how-
ever failed, betrayed and why, because of
the greed of personal gains. Well, those
personal favors also didn’t last for long.

Till today we are doing the same, repeat-
ing the history as we cannot agree on one
point, we cannot represent at globe as a
united nation, since we distinguish our-
selves as Punjabi, Pathan, Balochi, Kash-
mirior Sindhi, but never hear anyone say-
ing am Pakistani, then there goes a roller
costar for sect and further under the dis-
guise of politics.In doing so we ignore, a
political environment marked by instabil-

er we stand

to be part of the talks or any di-
rect offer, the Taliban should ful-
fill their responsibility, because
they promised that Afghan territo-
ry would not be used against any

other country, yet concerns from
the banned Tehreek-e-Taliban Pa-
kistan (TTP) are still a matter of
concern.

The decision to grant amnesty
to the TTP is not a trivial one,
it is a big decision. The govern-
ment should not bypass the par-
liament on this issue at all. The
issue should be discussed in the
parliament and decided by mutual
consultation through a joint par-
liamentary committee. Prior Ne-
gotiations with TTP were neither
wrong nor are they wrong now,
but both sides will agree.

Only then will the talks be mean-
ingful, if the government decides
to negotiate with the TTP without
a consensus then such measures
may create chaos in the country
and will not cast a good impres-
sion at the international level ei-
ther. Peace talks by the govern-
ment will be successful only when
the power of the parliament and
the people is behind it. Without
the confidence of the people and
parliament, the desire for peace
will remain unfulfilled.

ity is likely to include acts of violence, in-
cluding the worst of all terrorism that has
a vicious power to destroy what comes in
the way, but who cares since everyone is
only interested in self, individualism.
However, why we divide, who we are to
fight on a piece of land, or some other
material gainthat obviously would never
stay with us forever, as we know we are
guests of few years. What if today we
may stand as one nation and represent
our country and support our leader,
we not only can earn the respect from
across the globe, but the doors of pros-
perity can unlock. We care for others to
put effort first, why not start with our
self to make Pakistan great.

Remember, when many drops gather they
form a sea, otherwise the sea is nothing, un-
derstand this riddle, if a drop is alone then a
single drop is nothing, in the same regards,
if we turn away from everyone then we will
be all alone. Why don’t we unite and form
a current? Consider about the greatest of
people, let’s say Quaid e Azam a one-man
army, later followed by millions. Let’s do
some good everyday for our country, start
with just a positive thought.

A very good example from nature Rain-
bow,how many colors are there in it?as
such they are seven,however how close-
ly they are attached, had they been
alone,there would be no such concept of
rainbow. Same is the case with the nation.
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Briefs

From Pace 01

the minister said while won-
dering over the insistence of
Shahbaz to become a part of
the consultation on appoint-
ment of NAB Chairman.
He sarcastically said some
people wanted that the gov-
ernment should appoint the
Station House Officer (SHO)
after consulting the thieves.
Fawad said the government
had omitted clauses per-
taining to private and bank-
ing conflicts and tax related
issues from the Ordinance
to be promulgated after the
President’s nod.

The government would is-
sue the Ordinance in a first
place, later an Act of Parlia-
ment would be introduced
after consultation with op-
position to further improve
the NAB law. The sugges-
tions from opposition would
also be incorporated in the
amendments of the NAB
law if there would be any.
Now the bureau would con-
centrate on its original task
of eradication of corruption,
Fawad said, adding, but
its performance was com-
promised with additional
responsibilities after inclu-
sion of business and other
crimes. He said the NAB
would now concentrate on
nabbing the ‘big fish’.

Deputy
Chairman
NAB resigns

From Pace 01

The law ministry forwards
the resignation to the pres-
ident for the final decision,
and after his approval, the
ministry notifies an accept-
ance of the resignation.The
federal government had ap-
pointed Asghar as deputy
chairman in April 2019 for a
period of three years.

Before assuming charge at
NAB, Asghar was former
director-general of the An-
ti-Corruption Establishment
in Punjab and performed his
duties from September 24,
2018, to February 22, 2019.

Chairman
to continue
until new
successor

From Pack 01

Under the ordinance, the
procedure for re-appoint-
ment will be the same, but
chairman NAB can be re-
moved just like the judges
of the Supreme Court.
The ordinance empowers the
president to set up accounta-
bility courts in the country
as much as he wants. He
has also been empowered to
appoint accountability court
judges in consultation with
the concerned chief justices.
The judges will have a three-
year term limit under the
new law. The amendment
also stops NAB from inter-
vening in federal, provincial
and local taxation matters.
Similarly, decisions of fed-
eral and provincial cabinets,
committees and sub-com-
mittees will not fall under
the jurisdiction of NAB.

Lt Gen
Nadeem
Anjum
new DG ISI

From Pace 01

In the valedictory meeting,
Prime Minister Khan eu-
logized Lt Gen Hameed’s
services as ISI chief and ex-
pressed good wishes on his
new appointment as Corps
Commander, Peshawar. Lt-
Gen Faiz Hameed had previ-
ously served as the head of
the internal security wing at
the ISI, where he stayed for
around two-and-a-half years.
According to the ISPR, Lt-
Gen Muhammad Saeed has
been appointed as Com-
mander, Karachi Corps. Lt-
Gen Nausman Mahmood has
been appointed as President
of National Defence Univer-
sity. Lt-Gen Asim Malik has
been appointed as Pakistan
Army’s Adjutant General.
His appointment came after
he was promoted to the rank
of lieutenant general. Lt-Gen
Muhammad Amir has been
appointed as Commander
Gujranwala Corps. Lt-Gen
Asim Munir has been ap-
pointed as Quarter Master
General.  These appoint-
ments and transfers have
taken place today and report-
edly there will be more in
the days to come as some of
the top generals reach their
end of term shortly.

Holding terms ECB’s pull-out
of tour as ‘Western Arrogance’

Pak men traveled to England for three Tests and three T20s in the summer of 2020 -
all in a bio-secure environment without fans - within the first six months of the Covid

ISLAMABAD: Former
West Indies cricketer and
renowned commentator
Michael Holding believe
that the England and
Wales  Cricket  Board’s
(ECB) showed “Western
arrogance” by pulling out
of their tour of Pakistan
and said the latter would
not have meted out similar
treatment to India.

England’s men’s and wom-
en’s teams were due to play
white-ball games in Pakistan
but withdrew last month. The
England and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB) blamed “increas-
ing concerns” about traveling
in the region and “pressures”
of bubble environments. “The
ECB statement doesn’t wash
with me,” Holding said. “No

substance.” Speaking after
receiving the Cricket Writers’
Club Peter Smith Award as
quoted by bbc.com, Holding
said, “Nobody wants to come
forward and face up to any-
thing because they know what
they did was wrong. So they
put out a statement and hid
behind a statement. It just re-
minds me of the rubbish they
did with Black Lives Matter.

“l won’t go back into that
because I've said enough
about that. But what that
signal sends to me, is the
same Western arrogance. I
will treat you how I feel like
treating you, it doesn’t mat-
ter what you think, I'll just do
what I want.” Three days be-
fore the ECB announced its
decision New Zealand pulled

o

out of a tour of Pakistan
claiming security concerns.

Pakistan’s men traveled to
England for three Tests and

three T20s in the summer
of 2020 - all in a bio-secure
environment without fans -
within the first six months
of the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Pakistan went to England
before vaccines were availa-
ble for six or seven weeks,”
said Holding, who played 60
Tests for West Indies before
becoming a celebrated com-
mentator. “They stayed,
they played their cricket,
they honoured what Eng-
land wanted them to hon-
our, to save England’s butt,
to put it mildly. “Four days
in Pakistan? I'm absolutely
sure they would not have
done that to India because
India is rich and powerful.”
Holding, who will retire
from commentary this year,

was rewarded by the Crick-
et Writers’ Club for “out-
standing contribution to the
presentation of cricket to
the public”. He has passion-
ately spoken about racism
in the past 18 months.
Yorkshire batter Harry
Brook won the Young Crick-
eter of the Year Award and
England batter  Sophia
Dunkley the women’s crick-
eter award. Allrounder Al-
ice Capsey won the emerg-
ing player award after her
role in The Hundred for
Oval Invincibles while Not-
tinghamshire bowler Luke
Fletcher was named Coun-
ty Championship Player of
the Year and Alex Jervis the
Disability Cricketer of the
Year. - APP
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KUALA LUMPUR: High Commi
Advisor to Foreign Minister of Malaysia for humanitarian assistance in Afghanistan, at Pakistan
House. Views were exchanged on developmentsand humanitarian situation in Afghanistan. — DNA
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Ozil wants to support
Asian footballers

LONDON: Former Arsenal star MesutOzil hopes to
boost the numbers of British South Asians breaking
into professional football after helping launch a de-
velopment centre in Bradford. The United Kingdom
has a South Asian population of more than three mil-
lion people, which amounts to seven per cent of the
population. Yet only 11 British South Asians have
played the professional game in England. In a bid to
redress that stark imbalance, Fenerbahce midfielder
Ozil joined forces with the Football Association and
the Football for Peace organisation.

Football for Peace, led by former British South Asian
player Kashif Siddiqi and the FA, are co-launching the
MesutOzil Development Centre in Bradford, which has
a large South Asian community. The centre will run
football and life skill sessions at League Two side Brad-
ford City’s training ground. Several Premier League
and Football League clubs have also signed up to the
initiative and it is hoped the Bradford centre will be the
first of many to open nationwide. Ozil has Turkish roots
but represented Germany, the country of his birth, be-
fore quitting the international stage in 2018 in protest

at “racism and disrespect”.

- DNA

‘No tension around
World T20 opener
against Pakistan’

AUCKLAND: New Zealand coach Gary Stead played
down suggestions of any tension around their T20 World
Cup opener against Pakistan after the Black Caps recent-
ly abandoned their limited-overs tour of the South Asian
country citing a security alert.

New Zealand’s withdrawal dealt a massive blow to Pa-
kistan’s hopes of staging regular international cricket,
with England subsequently calling off their men’s and

women’s tours.

New Zealand face former champions Pakistan in their
opening Group 2 match on October 26 in Sharjah and
Stead said his side was focused only on that.

“I'm not sure if there’s any more tension on it from our
perspective,” he told reporters on Tuesday.

“Obviously, what happened in Pakistan was sad for Pa-
kistan cricket, their players, and also our players, who
missed out on that opportunity as well.

“We can’t change what has happened there. All we can do is
prepare for the tournament and we face Pakistan first up.”

New Zealand is bidding to win a second world title this
year after claiming the inaugural World Test Champion-
ship in June by beating India in the final.

Stead said they would not set too many goals.

“I guess our first one is focusing on one game at a time,
but the main goal is to get to that semi-finals stage and if
you're there, you’ll know that you’re only two wins away

from a title,” Stead added.

“We’re in a tough pool, I genuinely think there are six to
seven teams that could win this tournament and I guess
that’s good for world cricket as well.”

Central Punjab outclasses
Sindh by eight wickets

DNA

LAHORE: Central Punjab
has outclassed Sindh by
eight wickets here at the
Gaddafi Stadium and has
moved to the top spot on
the points table of the Na-
tional T20 Cup.

Hasan Ali-led’s side chased
down the 129-run target for
the loss of two wickets. Hus-
sainTalat and Shoaib Malik
formed a 98* run stand for
the third wicket after CP
lost both openers.

Hussain scored 52-ball68
while Shoaib Malik made 40

after CP’s stand-in captain
Hasan Ali decided to bowl
first. Sarfaraz formed a 35-
run partnership with Dan-
ish to give stability to the
scoreboard while he and
Anwar added 41 for the sixth
wicket. Sarfaraz reached to
his 15th T20 fifty in the last
over where he smacked 16
runs off WahabRiaz.

For CP, Faheem Ashraf and
Hasan took two wickets
each while Wahab and Us-
man Qadir bagged one each.
Note, Babar Azam is not fea-
turing in today’s match for
Central Punjab due to per-
sonal commitments.

off 25 balls. For Sindh, Mir
Hamza was the lone wick-
et-taker of Kamran Akmal
(1) while Ahmed Shahzad
was run-out (20).

Earlier, Sarfaraz Ahmed
played a fighting knock after
his side had a disappointing
start. Sindh’s captain re-
mained unbeaten on 54 off
37 deliveries, powered by
five fours and one six. Ah-
san Ali was the other nota-
ble batter, scoring 23 while
Danish Aziz and Anwar Ali
scored 20 each.

Sindh were teetering at 32/4

Four Balochistan players
test positive for Covid-19

LAHORE: Four players of Balochistan have tested COVID-19 positive before their
National T20 Cup match today at Gaddafi Stadium. Imam-ul-Hag-led Balochistan were
scheduled to face Northern later at 7.30 pm but now they might not play.The four
Balochistan players have been placed in a 10-day quarantine All other players were
asymptomatic and tested negative, and will continue to participate in the tourna-
ment. All other participants and their families underwent testing on Tuesday and
have returned negative. The second match has been swapped with Northern taking
on Southern Punjab. This means Northern and Balochistan match will now be played
on 9 October under floodlights. Balochistan-Khyber Pakhtunkhwa match on 7 Octo-
ber will be played as scheduled. Balochistan will beef up their squad with players
from their Cricket Association Championship three-day tournament side. - DNA

Biden-Ki discuss Taiwan amid tensions

“If its democracy and way of life are threatened, Taiwan will do whatever it takes to defend itself,”
Tsai said in an article that was published on Tuesday in the prominent journal, Foreign Affairs

AGENCIES

WASHINGTON: US Presi-
dent Joe Biden has said that
he has spoken to Chinese
President Xi Jinping about
Taiwan after Beijing sent a
record number of military
aircraft into the selfruled
island’s air defence zone
(ADIZ) and officials in Tai-
wan said ties were at their
worst in 40 years. Asked by a
reporter about “China’s prov-
ocation over Taiwan”, Biden
said on Tuesday that he and
Xi had discussed the issue.
“I've spoken with Xi (Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping)
about Taiwan,” Biden said
at the White House. “We
agree, we’ll abide by the
Taiwan agreement, and we
made it clear that I don’t
think he should be doing
anything other than abid-
ing by the agreement.”

Taiwan said it tracked a re-
cord 56 Chinese aircraft in
its ADIZ on Monday, in a
series of military manoeu-
vres that began on Friday,
China’s National Day, and
prompted the island to
scramble fighter jets in
response. Beijing, which
claims Taiwan as its own
territory, has stepped up
cross-strait activities this
year, with the number of re-
corded incidents on track to
be double the level of 2020.
On Wednesday, Defence
Minister Chiu Kuo-cheng
told the island’s parliament
cross-strait tensions were at
their worst in 40 years, and
warned that Beijing could
have the ability to mount
a full scale invasion of the
democratic island by 2025.

President Tsai Ing-wen earlier
wrote of “catastrophic conse-
quences” for the Asia Pacific
region if Taiwan, which is pre-

Taiwan fears China can
start 'full-scale invasion’

TAIPEI CITY: China will be able to launch a “full-scale
invasion of Taiwan by 2025,” the Taiwanese defense min-
ister said on Wednesday, warning that the Taiwan Strait
is witnessing the “toughest situation” in the past four dec-
ades. “It is the toughest situation I have seen in more than
40 years of my military life,” Taiwan’s Defense Minister
Chiu Kuo-cheng told lawmakers, according to daily South
China Morning Post. His comments came amid soaring
tensions as China has sent warplanes nearly 150 times
into Taiwan’s air defense identification zone (ADIZ) in the
past few days. The ADIZ is a buffer zone outside a coun-
try’s airspace, where it has the right to ask incoming air-
craft to identify themselves. Chiu, a retired army general,
warned that Beijing will “have the ability to mount a full-
scale invasion of Taiwan by 2025.” China claims Taiwan
as a “breakaway province,” while Taipei has insisted on
its independence since 1949 and has diplomatic relations
with at least 15 countries. “By 2025, Beijing will be able
to keep the cost of such conflict at a minimum, meaning
it would have the full ability to start a war,” said the min-
ister. “The Chinese Communists already have the ability
to do so now, but they need to think about the cost and
consequence of starting a war,” he added. — DNA

paring to mark its own Nation-
al Day on October 10, were to
fall to China. “If its democracy
and way of life are threatened,
aiwan will do whatever it
takes to defend itself,” Tsai
said in an article that was pub-
lished on Tuesday in the prom-
inent journal, Foreign Affairs.
Responding to Tsai’s article,
China’s state-run Global Times
accused the president and
her DPP of turning Taiwan’s
democracy into an “extreme
ideology”. “Their fate is bound
to be a catastrophe when they
attempt to separate Taiwan
from the (sic) China,” the
Communist Party newspaper
said in an editorial that also
poured scorn on the US and
the island’s western allies.
“The further the DPP au-
thorities go down the path
in colluding with external
forces, the closer they move
to their tomb.There is no
force in the world whose

will to “defend Taiwan” is
stronger than China’s will
to fight against secession
and achieve reunification.
No force dares or is willing
to fight to the death against
the world’s second largest
economy, as well as a nucle-
ar powetr, in order to prevent
China’s reunification.” While
the United States does not
have formal diplomatic re-
lations with the island it is
bound by law to protect Tai-
wan and is Taipei’s biggest
source of military and po-
litical support. Washington
has no specific ‘agreement’
with Beijing on cross-strait
relations. “‘Agreement’
probably means adhering to
the One China policy in the
sense that you give diplomat-
ic recognition to Beijing, but
you still support the right of
Taiwan to defend itself,” said
Al Jazeera’s Rob McBride
who is in Hong Kong.

UK national
charged
with terror
offenses

From Pace 01
having been picked up near
the Turkish border with
Syria. His father Afzal still
works in England and previ-
ously said he knew his son
“was thinking of going there
(Syria) and helping people.”
Suleman was eventually
captured in Syria by a Turk-
ish-backed militia group
called Liwa Al-Shimal in Oc-
tober 2017.

He told The Times that he
was safe, but pleaded for
an opportunity to return to
Britain to challenge any al-
legations against him.

He was later freed by a
court in Jarabulus, Syria —
which is not internationally
recognized — after it ruled
that there was not enough
evidence to convict him.
Suleman had been missing
since his release, with some
reports placing him in Pa-
kistan. But British counter-
terrorism police last night
confirmed that charges had
been secured against him.
He is accused of having pre-
pared for acts of terrorism,
membership of a proscribed
organization and receiving
weapons training.

Maryam
slams NAB,
SC’s ‘silence’

From Pace 01
(IHC), the PML-N leader, in
reference to the action tak-
en against the Sharif family
in the afermath of the Pana-
ma Papers, asked where was
the “Panama bench, the JIT
[Joint Investigation Team]
and NAB” in the wake of
the Pandora Papers exposé.
Meanwhile, the Islamabad
High Court (IHC) has over-
ruled the registrar’s office
objections on Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
Vice President Maryam
Nawaz’s application in the
Avenfield Apartments ac-
quittal plea.

A division bench of the IHC,
led by Justice Amir Farooq,
heard the application. In her
plea, Maryam maintained
that the country’s premier
intelligence agency’s chief
played a role in convictions
in the Avenfield case.

The bench noted that the
IHC registrar’s office had
raised two objections that
are being overruled.
Outside the court, she
asked where the petitioner
was who took the Panama
case to the court. “The en-
tire nation is looking for that
petitioner and the Panama
JIT,” she said, adding that
“former chief justice Asif
Saeed Khosa told Imran
Khan to bring the Panama
case to him as the decision
had already been made”.
According to Maryam, “A
retired army officer quizzed
her when she appeared be-
fore the Panama JIT in 2018
while all officers of NAB and
other agencies stayed si-
lent.” Taking a jibe at Prime
Minister Imran over the
formation of a commission
to probe Pandora Papers,
she said the prime minister
has “refused to reveal the
details of toshakhana (state
treasury) but has agreed to
form a commission to inves-
tigate his ATMs named in
the Pandora Papers”.

‘Sharifs
trying to hide
corruption’

From Pace 01

conference in Islamabad on
Wednesday, he said Nawaz
Sharif plundered the nation-
al exchequer and procured
properties abroad. He said
Sharif family was provided
fair trial opportunity but
they had nothing to present
before the courts in their
defense. The Minister said
PML (N) Vice President
Maryam Nawaz is hiding
behind adjournments in the
courts. He said the courts
should hear their corrup-
tion cases on daily basis.

Britain’s
first ‘4-star’

non-food

store

LONDON: Amazon on
Wednesday expanded its
chain of physical shops
selling non-food products
to Britain, opening a new
outlet southeast of London
that will compete with local
stores. The US conglomer-
ate’s “4-star” store in the
Bluewater shopping mall in
Kent is stocked with items
such as electronics, toys
and books that have at least
a 4-star rating from Ama-
zon’s UK customers.— APP
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BAKU: The 25th Inter-
national Business Forum
(IBF) will be held in Baku
on November 14-17, 2021,
the Azerbaijani Agency for
Development of SMBs has
reported.

The forum, organized by
the Agency and the Turkish
Association of Independent
Industrialists and Business-
men (MUSAID), will bring
together businessmen and
government officials from
several countries.

The main purpose of the fo-
rum, which is held annually
in different countries, is to
develop bilateral trade and
economic relations between
the countries, create mod-
els of sustainable coopera-
tion, strengthen investment
cooperation and business
relations. It is planned that
a number of conferences,
presentations, bilateral
meetings, exhibitions, and
other events will be held
during the forum.

At the meeting between
Agency’s Chairman Orkhan
Mammadov and IBF Head
and MUSAID Founder Erol
Yarar, the parties discussed
preparations for the forum.
It was noted that the prepa-
rations continue in accord-
ance with the memorandum
of understanding signed be-
tween the Agency and IBF
in July this year.

EU unveils
strategy to
tackle rising
antisemitism

BRUSSELS: The Europe-
an Union unveiled Tuesday
a new strategy to combat
growing antisemitism in
Europe with plans to better
tackle hate speech, raise
awareness about Jewish life,
protect places of worship
and ensure that the Holo-
caust isn’t forgotten.
According to Europe’s Fun-
damental Rights Agency,
nine out of 10 Jews consider
that antisemitism has in-
creased in their country and
is a serious problem. More
than one in three people
have considered emigrating
to escape the abuse.

The EU’s executive branch,
the European Commission,
said it was presenting what
amounts to the first strate-
gy of its kind given the “per-
sistence and a significant
increase of anti-Semitic inci-
dents” around the 27-coun-
try bloc.

Commission President Ur-
sula von der Leyen said
that “the strategy we are
presenting today is a step
change in how we respond
to antisemitism. Europe can
only prosper when its Jew-
ish communities feel safe
and prosper.”

Under the plan, which will
be rolled out over this dec-
ade, the commission will
use EU funds to support
member countries as they
develop their own national
strategies and complement
their actions. — APP

Int’l political
youth forum
held in

Kazakhstan

FoRreiGN DEsk

NUR SULTAN: The interna-
tional youth-political forum
“Jastar-Otanga!” organized
by The Eurasian Regional
Center of Islamic Cooper-
ation Youth Forum (ICYF-
ERC) and the Youth Wing
MK “Jas Otan” under the
“Nur Otan” Party (chairman
N.Nazarbayev) successfully
started its work on 5 Octo-
ber 2021.

This year, the event is spe-
cial for the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan since it celebrates
its 30th Independence Anni-
versary. The main purpose
of the four-day forum is to
develop young people’s
leadership, speech and
communication skills, team
building and networking
skills, and their interest in
information technology.
Vusal Gurbanov, the acting
director of the ICYF-ERC
addressed the Opening Cer-
emony of the forum along
with Nurzhan Zhetpisbayeyv,
Chairman of “Jas Otan”
Young Wing. They made
presentations about the or-
ganizations they represent,
wished good luck to the par-
ticipants and invited them
to make an effective propos-
al in upcoming debates.

Pakistan-Turkey to boost
co-op in maritime affairs

Ambassador, in his remarks, said that Pakistan and Turkey are cooperating in both civilian
and defense sides of maritime affairs. He highlighted the existing potential and prospects of
joint collaboration between the shipbuilding industries of Pakistan and Turkey

DNA

ISTANBUL: A ‘Naming Cere-
mony’ was organized at SAN-
MAR Shipyards, Istanbul today
to commemorate cooperation
between SANMAR Shipyards,
Turkey and Port Qasim Author-
ity (PQA), Pakistan. Under an
agreement, PQA has bought 4
ASD LNG Compatible Tugs and
2 Pilot Boats from SANMAR
Shipyards. This project is yet an-
other manifestation of the grow-
ing ties between Pakistan and
Turkey in the maritime domain.
The ceremony was attended by
President SANMAR Shipyards,
Mr. Cem Seven, Chairman Port
Qasim Authority, Rear Admi-
ral (R) Syed Hasan Nasir Shah,
the Ambassador of Pakistan to
Turkey, Mr. Muhammad Syrus
Sajjad Qazi, and other digni-
taries. At the ceremony, the 4
Tug boats were named Korangi,
Pipri, Gharo, and Malik, respec-

l\

tively, while the 2 Pilot boats
were named Heer and Sassi.

Speaking on the occasion,
Chairman PQA, Rear Admiral
(R) Syed Hasan Nasir Shah not-

PQA and SANMAR would prove
to be a landmark agreement and
would further boost cooperation
between the two countries in
maritime affairs.

said that Pakistan and Turkey
are cooperating in both civilian
and defense sides of maritime
affairs. He highlighted the ex-
isting potential and prospects of

shipbuilding industries of Paki-
stan and Turkey.

SANMAR Shipyards has decades
of experience in building tugs,
workboats and pilot boats for

tomers, and provides technical
consultancy services. Once com-
pleted, the 4 ASD LNG Compat-
ible Tugs and 2 Pilot Boats will
be handed over to the Port Qa-

ed that the agreement between

The Ambassador, in his remarks,

joint collaboration between the

national and international cus-

sim Authority, Pakistan.

KRANJU: Romanian President attending the EU-Western Balkans summit, hosted by
EI2021SI in Brdo pri Kranju, Slovenia. Strengthening EU’s strategic engagement with the
Western Balkans is of mutual importance, fostered by shared goals. — DNA

GENEVA: The World Health
Organization (WHO) is still
reviewing data about Rus-
sia’s Sputnik V vaccine as
part of hopes that it can be
approved by the UN health
agency for emergency use
against coronavirus, but
said Tuesday that no deci-
sion is imminent.

The clarification comes af-
ter Russian Health Minister
Mikhail Murashko in recent
days said that administra-
tive issues were among the
main holdups in WHO’s de-
cision-making process about
whether to grant an emer-
gency use listing to Sputnik
V, as it has for a half-dozen
other vaccines.

Such approval would be a

International Book Fair opens in Baku

People’s writers and poets of Azerbaijan, famous young writers and popular
foreign authors and actors are taking part in the book fair

DNA

BAKU: The 7th Baku International
Book Fair has opened at Expo Center.
The opening ceremony was attended
by prominent public figures, repre-
sentatives of science, literature, cul-
ture, art, as well as representatives of
diplomatic missions accredited in the
country, foreign guests.

Among the participants of the event
were Deputy Prime Minister Ali Ah-
madov, the Culture Minister Anar
Kerimov, the Education Minister
Emin Amrullayev, Commissioner for
Human Rights (Ombudsman) Sabina
Aliyeva, President of the Turkic Cul-
ture and Heritage Foundation Gunay
Afandiyeva, Turkish Deputy Minister
of Culture and Tourism Ahmet Mis-
bah Demircan and many others.
Speaking at the event, Deputy Prime
Minister Ali Ahmadov said that books
have a special place in people’s lives,
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BAKU: Pakistan’s ambassador

to Azerbaijan Bilal Hayee

Bal

Interna

es based on his works will be shown
for children. The Education Minister
Emin Amrullayev spoke about the
role of books and reading in the life of
society. He underlined that it is very
important to instill in children a love
of reading books.

In their speeches, Turkish Deputy
Minister of Culture and Tourism Ah-
met Misbah Demircan and chairman
of the Azerbaijan Writers’ Union, Peo-
ple’s Writer Anar Rzayev stressed the
importance of the book fair.
Meanwhile, the Baku International
Book Fair is expected to take place
every year. Previously, it was held
once every two years. From 2021, the
book fair will be held annually.

The main purpose of the event is to
promote reading habits, to familiarize

\Iyas

readers with the national and foreign
publications, as well as to create coop-
eration opportunities between nation-
al and foreign publishing houses.

The exhibition involves publishing
houses, printing companies, book-
stores, libraries and cultural centers
from Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia,
France, Indonesia, Iran, Colombia,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Egypt, Uz
bekistan, Russia and Turkey.

The exhibition will host up to 150
events in various formats.

People’s writers and poets of Azerbai-
jan, famous young writers and popular
foreign authors and actors are taking
part in the book fair.

Among the guests are Chingiz Abdul-
layev, Sinan Yagmur, Ercan Kesal and
many others.
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WHO still reviewing
Sputnik V vaccine

show of international confi-
dence in the vaccine after
a rigorous review process,
and could pave the way for
its inclusion into the CO-
VAX program organized by
WHO and key partners that
is shipping COVID-19 vac-
cines to scores of countries
around the world based on
need.

“As with other candidate
vaccines, WHO continues to
assess Sputnik V vaccines
from different manufactur-
ing sites and will publish
decisions on their EUL
(emergency use listing)
status when all the data are
available and the review is
concluded,” WHO said in a
statement. — APP

(" Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan
leaders hold
phone call

TASHKENT:  President of
the Republic of Uzbekistan
Shavkat Mirziyoyev had a tele-
phone conversation with the
President of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan Emomali Rahmon. The
President of Uzbekistan cor-
dially congratulated the Leader
of Tajikistan on his birthday,
wishing him good health, pros-
perity and new success, peace
and prosperity to the brotherly
Tajikistan people. The achieve-
ments of modern Tajikistan in
state-building and socio-eco-
nomic development, the pro-
gressively growing prestige of
the country in the international
arena were emphasized.

The fruitful results of the
chairmanship of the Tajik side
in the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization this year and the
successful holding of the anni-
versary summit of this multilat-
eral structure in Dushanbe last

and it is impossible to imagine civili-
zation without books. He stressed the
importance of the International Book
Fair which has become a traditional
event.

The Culture Minister Anar Karimov
stressed that the state pays great at-
tention to the development and pro-

attended the inauguration of
Baku Int’l Book Fair. — DNA

motion of book reading. He noted that
the book fair marks the 880th anniver-
sary of the outstanding Azerbaijani
poet and philosopher Nizami Ganjavi.
Nizami’s book corners will be open
in the exposition hall, performanc-

month were highly appreciated.
The presidents noted with
deep satisfaction the strength-
ening friendship, good-neigh-
borliness and strategic partner-
ship between Uzbekistan and

Tajikistan. — DNA
\” J

Pandora
Papers cast

shadow over
Czech PM

AGENCIES

PRAGUE: With days to go
until national elections in
the Czech Republic, Prime
Minister Andrej Babis is
trying to shake off criticism
following allegations about
his business dealings in the
Pandora Papers.

In the headline-grabbing
leak published on Sunday,
which revealed the offshore
dealings of hundreds of
public officials, internation-
al investigative journalists
claimed that Babis, a bil-
lionaire, used a convoluted
scheme to buy a $22m prop-
erty in France. Babis has
denied the claims, tweeting
to his 460,000 followers that
he had done nothing wrong
and dismissing the investi-
gation as a smear campaign
against him and his populist
ANO party.

When journalists from the
BBC and Czech investiga-
tive journalism outlet inves-
tigace.cz approached him
for comment, the premier’s
security pushed them away.
“I expected it. They are
trying to make me look bad
before the parliamentary
elections,” Babis tweeted
an hour after the Pandora
Papers were published.

A reporter from Seznam
Zpravy questioned the lead-
er: “Did you declare your
property for taxes?”

Babis responded: “I don’t
own any real estate abroad.
I don’t own any offshores.”
But seconds later, he said
he was advised to buy real
estate via offshores.

As party campaign leaflets
were handed out to people
on the streets of Prague
ahead of the two-day vote
beginning Friday, talk was
focused on the scandal.

Mali summons

French envoy

over Macron’s
criticism

ForeigN DESk

BAMAKO: Mali has sum-
moned France’s ambassador
to the country to register its
“indignation” at French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron’s re-
cent criticism of the country’s
government, which is domi-
nated by army figures.
Tensions between France and
its former colony Mali have
been high since it emerged
that the Sahel state is in talks
with Russian mercenaries.
Mali voiced its displeasure
to the French ambassador on
Tuesday.

These frustrations were on
full display at the UN General
Assembly last month, when
Choguel Kokalla Maiga, Ma-
li's interim prime minister,
accused France of a “sort of
abandonment in full flight”
over its decision to reduce
its military deployment in the
semi-arid Sahel region.
Macron later told French me-
dia that Maiga’s comments
were “unacceptable” and
suggested that Mali's gov-
ernment was “not even really
one” — because of the coup
in Mali led by Colonel Assimi
Goita in May.

The war of words continued
on Tuesday when Macron
called on Mali's ruling mili-
tary to restore state authority
in large areas of the country
abandoned in the face of the
armed uprising.

“It's not the role of the
French army to fill in for the
‘non-work’, if I may describe
it, of the Malian state,” he told
French media.

SiX hours outage: Facehook needs fixing, now!

They are not reliable in the sense that Monday’s outage disconnected millions of people from their de facto news
sources. This is not an exaggeration. In 2020, a massive 79 percent of Arab youth obtained their news from social
media, compared with just 25 percent in 2015, according to the Arab Youth Survey

FarsaL J. ABBas

WO events related to tech giant

Facebook this week should force

us to stop and reflect about how
the rise of social media has impacted us
as societies, especially in the Arab world.
Two days of testimony to US senators by
whistleblower Frances Haugen, and the
six-hour outage of Facebook and other
popular Facebook-owned products such
as Instagram and WhatsApp, show not
only how addicted we have become to
these platforms, but also revealed two of
their major flaws: They are neither relia-
ble nor trustworthy.
They are not reliable in the sense that
Monday’s outage disconnected millions
of people from their de facto news sourc-
es. This is not an exaggeration. In 2020,
a massive 79 percent of Arab youth ob-
tained their news from social media,
compared with just 25 percent in 2015,
according to the Arab Youth Survey.
The outage should be a stark reminder
that you should never put all your eggs

in one basket, and a cautionary tale for
those technology enthusiasts who lobbied
for a world in which Facebook feeds and
Twitter posts replaced traditional media
outlets and credible news sites.

The writing has always been on the wall,
but many chose not to notice it. Until Jan-
uary this year Donald Trump was argua-
bly the most powerful man in the world,
but that did stop Twitter and Facebook
from denying him access to their plat-
forms. The point is not whether those
bans were justified after the horrific at-
tack by some Trump followers on the US
Capitol. The point is that even Trump,
with all his power at the time, could not
strong-arm the social media companies
into maintaining his presence on their
networks. This should be a warning to
those news outlets that have spent the
past few years giving away their content
free of charge to these platforms instead
of investing time and money on their
own sites: You can lose it all at any time.
The other issue is that consumers’ in-
creased reliance on social media for news
comes at a price, and not just financial.

The rise of fake news and partisan media
outlets has led to massive distrust among
the general public; the Edelman Trust
Barometer 2021 reported that 59 percent
of them thought journalists purposely
tried to mislead people by saying things
they knew to be false, or publishing gross
exaggerations. Meanwhile, an estimated
$2.6 billion a year in advertising revenue
is flowing into the coffers of publishers
of misinformation and disinformation,
according to NewsGuard and Comscore.
And none of this would have been possi-
ble without the increasing popularity of
social platforms, in the sense that they
gave every Tom, Dick and Harry an au-
dience and rewarded them for growing it
—regardless of whether they were spread-
ing real or fake news.

If a social media post instigates hate,
threatens the well-being of innocent in-
dividuals or infringes on people’s rights,
the company that gave a platform to that
post should not be immune from liability
or absolved of its responsibilities.

You may think that all of this is mere
coincidence — but that is where Haugen

comes in. The day before her testimony
on Capitol Hill, she explained in a TV
interview how Facebook’s news feed
algorithm is optimized for content that
generates a reaction. The company’s
own research shows that it is “easier to
inspire people to anger than it is to other
emotions,” Haugen said. “Facebook has
realized that if they change the algorithm
to be safer, people will spend less time on
the site, they’ll click on less ads, they’ll
make less money.” In other words, pure-
ly to maximize their profits, social media
platforms may have increased divisions
in our societies, inspired hate attacks,
convinced people to vote for policies or
politicians who acted against their own in-
terests, and created a global trust deficit
that has led to an unprecedented blurred
line between fact and fiction.

There is no evidence that the operators of
social media platforms wanted any of this
to happen, and the malign intentions of
users, whether individuals, governments
or private entities, are equally to blame.
Is it too late to act? No, it is not. In a
report by our research and studies

unit here at Arab News, media expert
Juan Senor argued that only journalism
could save journalism, and pointed out
that subscribers to credible news sites
actually increased during the pandemic
— so we know there is a market for the
truth, honestly reported. What should
happen now is that tech companies,
governments and respectable news or-
ganizations combine their efforts to de-
fend that truth. Governments should tax
technology companies fairly, and some
of those revenues should be invested in
traditional media outlets.
Finally, let us put to bed once and for all
the argument that Facebook, Twitter and
the like are not publishers. They are —
just as Arab News, The Times of London
or The Washington Post are — and they
must be subject to the same disciplines.
If a social media post instigates hate,
threatens the well-being of innocent in-
dividuals or infringes on people’s rights,
the company that gave a platform to that
post should not be immune from liability
or absolved of its responsibilities.

— Courtesy Arab News
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Briefs

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Interior, Sheikh Rasheed
Ahmad on Wednesday said
that online visa service
will be started for Afghan
citizens to make this pro-
cess more transparent and
smooth.

Talking to the media, the
minister said that this new
system will start working
within 10 days as the gov-
ernment will provide an
on-arrival visa.

He said that the government
will use modern technology
to get data and maintain the
complete records of entry
and exit movements. He
said that this system will be
applicable on two borders
initially while other five bor-
ders will be included later.
He said that the government
was going to announce an
amnesty to all visa-holders to
submit an application by 30th
of next month and make sure
their exit from Pakistan.
“Otherwise, they have to face
cases against them in Paki-
stan”, he added.

He said that the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
had been given the task to
avoid hoarding of dollars in
the country. He added the
present government was
making sincere efforts to
provide all basic facilities
for the country’s people.

He said that things were
changing in the region and
Pakistan being a responsible
state would fulfill its respon-
sibility of national security
while meeting international
expectations as a major coun-
try in the region with the ob-
jective to strengthen peace in
Afghanistan. — APP

Russia reports
record daily
covid deaths

AGENCIES

MOSCOW: Russia reported
a record high number of
daily coronavirus deaths on
Wednesday as the country
struggles with stubbornly
high infection rates and re-
gions beyond Moscow cau-
tiously bring back pandemic
restrictions.

The world’s fifth worst-hit
country with more than 7.5
million infections, Russia
has seen cases climb since
August driven by the con-
tagious Delta variant and a
sluggish vaccinations drive.
A government tally record-
ed 929 Covid-19 deaths in
the past 24 hours, Russia’s
highest daily virus death toll
since the outbreak of the
pandemic.

Several Russia-made jabs
have been available for
months, but authorities
have struggled to encourage
its vaccine-sceptic popula-
tion to get inoculated.

Polls show that more than
half of Russians do not plan
to get a shot.

As of Wednesday, just under
30 percent of Russia’s 146
million population had been
fully vaccinated, according
to the Gogov website, which
tallies Covid-19 data from
the regions.

Deputy Prime Minister Tat-
yana Golikova said earlier
this week that death rates
were high among unvacci-
nated Russians.

Pakistanis
to face UK
quarantine

DNA

KARACHI: The United
Kingdom on Wednesday
said Pakistanis coming to
Britain will have to undergo
certain coronavirus safety
measures, as it works on
recognising the Pakistan-is-
sued COVID vaccine certif-
icate. Pakistan was removed
from the red list and was
placed on the amber list on
September 22 along with
several other countries, but
in the latest travel adviso-
ry, UK said it was working
with Pakistani authorities
to recognise the National
Database and Registration
Authority (NADRA) issued
vaccine certificate.

Pakistan is now on a new
“rest of the world” list — and
is not on the list of the coun-
tries whose vaccination cer-
tificates are recognised in
the UK.

Diplomats enjoy sllnset dinner at Monal

Vv

ISLAMABAD: CEO and Founder of Monal Group Lugman Ali Afzal hosted an annual sunset dinner for the d1p10mat1c community based in Islamabad. A
large number of ambassadors, high commissioners and diplomats attended the dinner. The guests enjoyed the Monal hospitality the most. The seven-
course menu provided the guests with an opportunity of enjoying both continental and Pakistani cuisines. The diplomats praised the CEO Monal for
providing them with an opportunity to meet their colleagues after a long time because the Covid situation had restricted their movement and social
gatherings. Most of the diplomats were of the view that Monal happened to be their preferred choice whenever they had guests from their respective
countries adding Monal offers a variety of culinary options. Full coverage shall be published in the coming issue of Centreline magazine.

Efforts
afoot to

sabotage
CPEC: Asad

SAIFULLAH

ISLAMABAD:
Minister
for Plan-
ning and
Develop-
ment Asad
Umar on
Wednes- h
day said that efforts are
underway to fail the China
Pakistan Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC) projects.
Reacting to a recent report
of an American Think Tank
on China Pakistan Econom-
ic Corridor at a news confer-
ence in Islamabad, he said
details about the corridor
project have been shared on
multiple occasions including
at the level of parliament.
He categorically stated that
the CPEC related projects
are transparent and carry
no hidden debt.

Asad Umar clarified that the
Chinese debt is only twen-
ty-six percent of the total ex-
ternal liabilities of Pakistan
and added that the country
has a debt servicing chal-
lenge which we are meeting
but clarified that they do not
have any problem with the
Chinese debt.

The minister said the
terms of debt financing for
power projects executed
under the CPEC are actual-
ly more favorable than the
non-CPEC financing which
had come in from other
multilateral agencies. He
said the loans which were
taken by the government
were also at the conces-
sional rate of two percent.
He said China has also
provided grants to execute
different CPEC related pro-
jects. A vocational training
institute has been estab-
lished in Gwadar with the
Chinese grant. Asad said
fake news are being spread
against the corridor project
in order to create a wrong
impression among the peo-
ple. Minister for planning
said most of the projects
under the CPEC have been
completed in the stipulated
period. He said both Paki-
stan and China welcome
investment from other coun-
tries in this project.

Federal

Linkages with Central Asia
to usher era of prosperity

Talking to Ambassador of Republic of Kazakhstan, the minister
said that stable and peaceful Afghanistan would help to realize the vision
of an interconnected, prosper and economically vibrant region

Suusaatr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Federal

region.

Fawad told that Pakistan had ex-
tended all possible support in the
provision and facilitation of hu-
manitarian relief besides helping
in the international evacuation

efforts in Afghanistan.

Both the sides also emphasized
the need to strengthen coopera-
tion in the fields of media and in-

formation.

Minister
for Information and Broadcasting
Chaudhry Fawad Hussain Wednes-
day said the establishment of com-
munication linkages with Central
Asian States through Afghanistan
would usher in new era of prosper-
ity and development in the entire
region. Talking to Ambassador of
Republic of Kazakhstan to Paki-
stan Yerzhan Kistafin, the minis-
ter said that stable and peaceful
Afghanistan would help to realize
the vision of an interconnected,
prosper and economically vibrant

The minister said that memoran-
dum of understanding (MoU) for
exchange of news between the
state media organizations of both
countries would be signed on the
occasion of Kazakhstan’s Presi-
dent visit to Pakistan.

Chaudhry Fawad Hussain also
assured the ambassador that Ka-
zakhstan would be provided with
Pakistani dramas and films which
would be dubbed in Kazakh lan-
guage for telecast in Kazakhstan.
The ambassador said that his
country would extend all possi-
ble support to Prime Minister
Imran Khan’s vision of regional
connectivity. He also appreciated
Pakistan’s role in evacuation of
foreign nationals, diplomats and
international media personnel
from Afghanistan.

Both the sides also agreed to hold
a grand ceremony at Pak-China
Friendship Center on February
24, 2022 to celebrate 30th anni-
versary of establishment of diplo-
matic relations between the two
brotherly countries.

World’s press,
publishers

condemn PMDA

DNA

KARACHI: The World
Association of News Pub-
lishers (WAN-IFRA), the
International Publishers
Association (IPA), and the
International Federation of
Journalists (IFJ]) call on Pa-
kistani authorities to retract
plans to establish the ‘Paki-
stan Media Development
Authority’ (PMDA) that
risks placing strict state
control over all media.
Under the pretence of
“simplifying  procedures
and fighting disinforma-
tion”, the proposed chang-
es to current frameworks
aim to centralise under a
single authority all regu-

lations pertaining to any
media.

The PMDA would replace
existing media regulatory
bodies and would oversee
“films, electronic, print and
digital media” across every
domain, from registrations
to wages, licensing to the
allocation of government
advertising, as well as both
civil and criminal com-
plaints procedures.

Serious concerns have also
been raised regarding the
proposed governance of
the new PMDA - notably a
perceived lack of independ-
ence from government. Half
of the PMDA board’s eight
members - as well as the
chairman - will be appoint-
ed by the state.

Kazakh envoy meets
Shafqat Mehmood

ISLAMABAD: The Ambassador and plenipotentiary of the Republic
of Kazakhstan Yerzhan Kistafin called on the Federal Minister for
Education, Professional Training, National Heritage and Culture
Shafqat Mahmood here on Wednesday.

The two sides discussed to enhance educational and cultural rela-
tionships and for this purpose the both sides agreed on people to
people and university to university contacts.

Quaid-e-Azam University is already working with universities of
Kazakhstan on science and Technology areas and memorandum
of understanding in this regard is likely to be inked in next
couple of months.

After the signing of MoU the faculty and students from both coun-
tries will visit each other which will further strengthen the fraternal
ties between the both countries.

Shafqat Mahmood expressed his desire for broad based and deeper
relationship with Republic of Kazakhstan and also suggested the
exchange of cultural troops of both the countries to enhance the
awareness of each other’s cultures of two brotherly states.

In this regard Pakistan National Council of Arts will sign memoran-
dum of understanding with the Arts related organisation of Kazakh-
stan. The both sides also discussed to hold the events of sports,
joint webinars and other extracurricular activities to bring the peo-
ple of the both countries closer. — Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Yerzhan Klstafm, the ambassador of the Republic of
Kazakhstan called on the federal minister for education, professional
training and national heritage Shafqat Mahmood. — DNA

( Baku )

\Russia with Germany. Y,

willing to
expand gas
supply to
Europe

Azerbaijan
began natural
gas supplies to
Europe in 2020

News DEsk

BAKU: Azerbaijan is willing
to expand its natural gas sup-
plies to Europe, President
Ilham Aliyev said Wednesday,
amid the continent’s deepen-
ing energy crisis driven by
soaring demand.

The energy-rich Caspian
nation is currently supply-
ing 10 billion cubic metres
of natural gas per year to
Italy, Greece and Bulgaria
through the Southern Gas
Corridor (SGC) via Georgia
and Turkey.

“Azerbaijan began natural
gas supplies to Europe in
2020 and we can become a
natural gas supplier to other
European countries as well,”
Aliyev told the European Un-
ion’s newly appointed ambas-
sador to Baku.

European and UK gas
prices surged Wednesday
by more than 25 percent,
driven by soaring demand
ahead of the northern hemi-
sphere winter.

Europe’s energy crisis has
also been exacerbated by
a lack of wind for turbine
sites, coupled with ongoing
nuclear outages — and the
winding down of coal mines
by climate-conscious govern-
ments. Runaway gas prices
— coupled with oil that this
week struck multi-year highs
— have fuelled global concern
over spiking inflation.
Azerbaijan began natural
gas supplies to Europe at
the end of December from
the Shah Deniz field off
the Caspian coast through
the SGC. Europe is heavily
reliant on energy supplies
from Russia and some
countries within the bloc
have called for diversifying
supplies to reduce Mos-
cow’s role.

Critics have accused Mos-
cow of intentionally limiting
gas supplies to Europe in an
effort to hasten the launch
of Nord Stream 2, a contro-
versial pipeline connecting

NATO bars

8 members

of Russian
mission
as spies

BRUSSELS: NATO said on
Wednesday it had stripped
eight members of the Rus-
sian mission to the Alli-
ance of their accreditation,
calling them “undeclared
Russian intelligence of-
ficers” — meaning spies.

A NATO official giving
the information said that
“we can also confirm
that we have reduced the
number of positions which

the Russian Federation
can accredit to NATO
to 107, down from 20

previously. — APP

Dollar flight
continues
against rupee

NazIr SiyaL

KARACHI: The greenback
has mustered on Wednes-
day more value against the
local currency in the inter-
bank trade which saw dollar
rising Rs0.16 by day-end.
The dollar has concluded
at Rs170.96 against the
Pakistani rupee after an
increase of Rs0.16 in the
banker trade today.Sepa-
rately as reported yester-
day, the price of per told
gold witnessed an increase
of Rs800 in Pakistan. The
per tola of precious yellow
metal now costs Rs115,000,
said Muhammad Arshad, the
chairman of the All Pakistan
Jewellers Manufacturers
Association. Likewise, the
rate of 10 grams gold rose by
Rs669 to Rs98,593.

Gold prices in the interna-
tional market fell on Tues-
day as the dollar benefited
from subdued risk senti-
ment. Spot gold fell 0.6% to
$1,758.27 per ounce, after
hitting $1,770.41 on Mon-
day, its highest since Sept.
23. U.S. gold futures shed
0.6% to $1,757.30.

Spot silver fell 0.8% to
$22.48 per ounce, bplati-
num shed 0.9% to $958.83,
while palladium rose 0.1% to
$1,906.45.
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