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ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Imran
Khan on
Wednesday
directed the
ministers to
make a plan
to provide subsidized pet-
rol to low-income people.
According to a private news
channel, Sindh Governor
Imran Ismail told the media
after a meeting that inflation
in the country would reduce
next week. Sindh Governor
said there was a wave of

inflation in the world which
had also affected Pakistan.
He said flour was the most
expensive in Sindh, adding
that profiteers were making
things artificially expensive
in the country.

CM Buzdar
takes live
calls at FM
95 radio
ABID Raza
LAHOR: Punjab Chief Min-

ister Sardar
Usman Buz-
X dar visited
L ‘!} the FM 95
Punjab Rung
H. radio at PI-
LAC and received live calls
from listeners who were
pleasantly surprised to hear
the chief minister live. They
asked the CM to share his
favourite couplet and appre-
ciated a direct dialogue with
the CM. They pointed out
that Usman Buzdar was the
first chief minister to adopt
a public approach to liaise
with the people. The CM di-
vulged that non-commercial
TV would also start trans-
missions soon.

PPP stands
with people
DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan

X Peoples’

« Party (PPP)

'chairman

Bilawal Bhu-

tto  Zardari

has said that

his party stands with the

people against the worst

inflation in the country. In

his statement issued on

Wednesday, he commended

the die-hard PPP workers

for staging protests against

inflation in cities and towns

and said that the jiyalas’

protest demonstrations

against worst inflation in

Shangla, Kohat and Chiniot

were part of a series of pro-
tests across the country.
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Briefs Russia

, China,

Iran to work
with Taliban

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov called the Moscow format one
of “the most demanded” mechanisms

on the Afghan settlement

AGENCIES
MOSCOW: Russia and Central Asia power-

Grenade targets

brokers agreed Wednesday to work with the

Taliban to promote security in the region and
called on Afghanistan’s new leaders to imple-
ment “moderate” policies. Moscow hosted

Taliban vehicle
in Afghan capital

the Taliban for talks in the Russian capital,
seeking to assert its influence in the region

and push for action against Islamic State
fighters, which it says have massed in peren-

nially volatile Afghanistan.

Representatives of 10 countries including
China and Iran agreed in a statement after
the talks to continue to “promote security in
Afghanistan to contribute to regional stabili-
ty”. The participants also called on the Talib-
an to “practise moderate and sound internal
and external policies” and “adopt friendly
policies towards neighbours of Afghanistan”.
On domestic policy, they called on them to
“respect the rights of ethnic groups, women
and children”. Women’s rights under the Isla-
mist regime are a top concern.

There was alarm too in Western circles when
this week Interior Minister Sirajuddin Haqqa-
ni, one of the most senior figures in the Tal-
iban government, hailed suicide bombers as
“heroes of Islam”. But the Taliban badly need
allies. Afghanistan’s economy is in a poor
state with international aid cut off, food pric-
es rising and unemployment spiking.
Representatives of countries at the talks in
Moscow called for “consolidated efforts to
provide urgent humanitarian and econom-
ic assistance to the Afghan people in the
post-conflict reconstruction of the country”.

APP

KABUL: A grenade attack on a Taliban
vehicle wounded two fighters and four

nearby school children in Kabul on

Wednesday, officials said. A probe has
been launched to “find the perpetra-
tors”, Taliban interior ministry spokes-
man Qari Sayed Khosti told AFP, adding
two soldiers were wounded after “a gre-
nade was thrown at a mujahideen vehi-
cle in Deh Mazang”.

Another official said: “Our initial informa-
tion shows four school students wound-
ed.” The explosion happened just before
8 am (0330 GMT) during rush hour in the
Deh Mazang district in the west of Kabul,
a witness told AFP. “I was on my way to
work, it was 7.55 am and I heard this very
big explosion on the road. I managed to
escape,” said Amin Amani.

“] saw a lot of smoke in the mirror of the
car and I saw people running,” the 35-year-
old translator said. Images shared on so-
cial media showed plumes of smoke and
dust rising into the air on the streets of
the capital. Broken glass could be seen at
the scene of the blast as security forces
stood guard, ushering bystanders away as
traffic resumed on the surrounding roads.

PDM eyes mass
protests against govt

The interior minister says the government would

SHAHEEN HANIF

RAWALPINDI: The Paki-
stan Democratic Move-
ment (PDM) on Wednesday
kicked off its countrywide
anti-government  protests
from Rawalpindi as the
masses suffer due to rising
inflation and hike in prices
of essential commodities.

Rawalpindi Mayor Sardar

not allow the Opposition to

- |

Naseem Ahmed, including
the PDM's local leadership
and women, are partaking
in the protest. Due to the
ongoing protest near Li-
aquat Bagh, the flow of traf-
fic has been disrupted on
Muree Road.

Meanwhile, Minister for
Interior Sheikh Rasheed
said he was happy to know
that the Opposition alliance
had decided to kick off their

take law into its hand

anti-government campaign
from his home city.

The interior minister said
the government would not
allow the Opposition to take
law into its hand, as he men-
tioned that Prime Minister
Imran Khan was personally
dealing with the issue of in-
flation. "If Shahbaz Sharif
held a meeting with some-
one, then it is a positive de-
velopment," he added.

A day earlier, PML-N
President Shahbaz Sharif
held a highlevel meeting
of the party to finalise the
schedule for protests and
rallies against the PTIled
government. The PML-N
will hold its first protest
jalsa in Rawalpindi today,
with Shahbaz Sharif urg-
ing workers and leaders
of the party at the district
and provincial level to
partake in the protests.

Continued on Page 06

UNICEF procured equipment to strengthen
cold chain optimization for vaccine storage

(™
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MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Cold chain op-
timization equipment worth
USD 6.59 million funded by
the Government of Japan
and procured through the

Migisiry of National He

COLD CHAIN OPTIMIZATION EQUIPN
PAKISTAN'S RESPONSE TO COV

Expande ; Amme for Immunization

. vices, Regulations and Coordinatior

e-«\ :.

United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) for en-
hancing national capacity to
store COVID-19, was today
handed over to the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan. The
Parliamentary  Secretary
on Health, Dr. Nausheen

Hamid received the cold
chain equipment from the
Ambassador of Japan, H.E.
Mr. MATSUDA Kuninori,
in presence of the UNICEF
Representative in Pakistan,
Ms. Aida Girma, at a cere-
mony held in the National
Emergency Operation Cen-
tre, Expanded Programme
for Immunization (EPI).
“We greatly value the sig-
nificant contributions made
by Japan during the last 70
years of its diplomatic rela-
tions with Pakistan,” said
Dr. Nausheen Hamid. “Over
the years, our two countries
have partnered in various

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: The coffee table book A Walk Through Spain was formally launched at
the Spanish embassy. Author Ammar Haider Zaidi presents the book to the chief guest
of the event Federal Information Minister Fawad Chaudhry. Federal Ministers Ali Zaidi,
Hammad Azhar, former Minister Zulfi Bukhari and host Manuel Duran Ambassador of
Spain, and Deputy Head of Mission of the Spanish embassy are also seen in the picture.

Complete coverage to appear in the coming issue of Centreline magazine. — DNA

" Donald
Blome new
US envoy to

Pakistan

President Biden
picks of a career
diplomat for
Pakistan job

WASHINGTON : US Presi-
dent Joe Biden has nominat-
ed Donald Blome, currently
ambassador to Tunisia, as his
top diplomat in Pakistan as
Washington works to manage
the situation in neighboring
Afghanistan following the with-
drawal of American troops.
Blome is a career Foreign Ser-
vice diplomat with long expe-
rience in the region who once
worked in the Kabul embassy,
shuttered earlier this year dur-
ing the US military withdrawal
from Afghanistan.

Pakistan is playing a major
role in diplomacy with its Tal-
iban-ruled neighbor. Interna-
tional agencies have warned
that Afghanistan is on the
verge of humanitarian collapse
without access to aid or foreign
reserves, which remain frozen
in the United States. Pakistan’s
relationship with neighboring
China has also been of interest
to the Biden administration,
which regards Beijing as its
chief international rival. Tuni-
sia, where Blome has worked
as ambassador since 2019, is an
important diplomatic outpost
for the United States in North
Africa, representing interests
beyond the country s borders,
including in neighboring Libya.
The ambassadorial position re-

Q]uires Senate confirmation. J

NATO official
lauds Pakistan role
for regional peace

Stefano Pontecorvo, Senior Civil Representative
NATO called on General Qamar Javed Bajwa

STAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI: Mr Stefano
Pontecorvo, Senior Civil Rep-
resentative NATO called on
General Qamar Javed Bajwa,
Chief of Army Staff (COAS) at
GHQ, today.

During the meeting, matters
related to mutual interest,
peace and stability in the re-
gion and Afghanistan situation
were discussed. COAS said
that there is a need for global
convergence on Afghanistan to
avoid humanitarian crisis.

The visiting dignitary appreci-
ated Pakistan's role in Afghan
situation including successful
evacuation operations and ef-
forts for regional stability. He
also assured to enhance coop-
eration with Pakistan on Af-
ghanistan and regular engage-
ment by the NATO countries
for all bilateral issues.

FS meeting with
NATO delegation

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Secretary Sohail Mahmood received
NATO delegation led by Ambassador Stefano Pontecorvo,
Senior Civilian Representative to Afghanistan, today. The
Foreign Secretary shared Pakistan’s perspective on the lat-
est developments in the region and stressed the importance
of a peaceful and stable Afghanistan. The Foreign Secretary
also highlighted Pakistan’s facilitative role in the evacuation
of the diplomatic personnel and staff of the Embassies and
international organizations from Afghanistan. The Foreign
Secretary underlined that the international community must
remain positively engaged with Afghanistan to avoid humani-
tarian crisis and preclude mass exodus from Afghanistan.
Ambassador Pontecorvo thanked the Government of Pa-
kistan for the assistance extended to the NATO allies in
their evacuation endeavors. The visit of the NATO dele-
gation is part of the outreach to Pakistan. Pakistan val-
ues its relations with NATO, which are based on shared
interests of peace and stability in the region.

Covid-19: National tally reports
lowest per day positive cases

ISLAMABAD: The national tally of Covid-19 pandemic on Wednesday reported the
lowest positive cases during past 24 hours amid decline in national positivity ratio,
disease trend and death rate. The National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC)
in a tweet on it’s official handle shared the latest disease statistics. The nerve centre
of the country in its fight against the pandemic wrote that some 42,126 tests were
conducted across the country with 554 more people tested positive for the conta-
gious disease. There were 1,783 Covid infected patients under treatment in critical
condition in various Covid dedicated healthcare facilities of the country.

The National Covid positivity ratio during past 24 hours was recorded 1.31%. The
Covid positivity ratio is the percentage of actual positive cases appearing in every 100
tests performed to identify infected individuals. During the past 24 hours, some 12
infected patients died due to the deadly virus including those under treatment in the
hospitals and in their respective quarantines or homes. - DNA
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Rs. 18 mn welfare
grants distributed
among the needy

PTI government has initiated the Labor Card
Program that is a very important initiative
by the Labor Department

BureAU REPORT

FAISALABAD: Welfare grants worth
over Rs. 18.8 million have been dis-
bursed to the labors and their fami-
lies in Faisalabad district. In which
cheques worth Rs. 4.6 million were
distributed for payment of death
grant and worth Rs. 1.42 million
were distributed for talent scholar-
ships to the students.

Punjab Minister for Labor and Hu-
man Resources Ansar Majeed Khan
distributed the cheques among la-
bors at Meterpolitian Corporation
Hall and said that welfare grants of
Rs. 7.5 billion have been distributed
among the workers in Punjab during
the last three years.

In Faisalabad, welfare grants of
Rs.5.58 billion have been distributed.
He said that he is the answerable to
the labors and when he came to pow-
er, all government agencies were at
the center of problems. He said that
legislation was enacted to protect the
rights of domestic workers and the
Workers Welfare Fund was transferred
from the federal to Punjab.

The Department of Labor is responsi-
ble for the welfare of workers. He said
that the previous governments exploit-
ed the workers but PTI government
has initiated the Labor Card Program

that is a very important initiative by
the Labor Department,under this rev-
olutionary program, the Bank of Pun-
jab will issue labor cards to 1.1 million
workers and bank accounts of all regis-
tered workers will be opened through
which salaries will be paid.

He further informed that the mini-
mum wage law will be implemented
100 percent.The provincial labor min-
ister said that 300,000 workers have
been registered in the last three years
and the same number of workers have
been issued social security cards.

The department will set up women’s
labor hostels in industrial areas while
work has started on a motorcycle
scheme for women workers. He said
that the Workers Profit Party Separa-
tion Fund Act has been implemented
in the province that will receive the
amount from industries which will
be spent on the welfare of the work-
ers.Provincial Minister of Labor an-
nouncing the establishment of a zon-
al office of the Labor Department in
Faisalabad.

Addressing the function, the Provin-
cial Minister for Colonies and Culture
mentioned the steps being taken for
the welfare of the workers. He said that
closed industries resumed operations
by the positive thinking of Prime Min-
ister of Pakistan Imran Khan. He said
industries continued to thrive during

the Corona epidemic and in Faisalabad
has less labor and more employment
opportunities are remained during co-
rona situation. He said that by Febru-
ary 2022, every person’s identity card
will be a health card. Students will be
given interest free loans for ten years
after matriculation which they will re-
pay after completing the degree.
Provincial Minister for Colonies said
that the government has decided to
give a monthly stipuned of Rs. 2,500
to a female worker above the age of 62
and Rs. 2,000 to a man.

Secretary Labor Punjab Liaquat Ali
Chatha said that the officers have
been given a target to deal with 35,000
pending applications for welfare grants
in 90 days.

He said that Rs 8 billion should be
paid to the workers and their families
in next three months.

He said that all the systems are being
computerized and an online case will
be submitted for the application for
welfare grants.

There is also a facility in the offices
of the Labor Department for online
application. He said that higher sec-
ondary schools, 500-room hostels and
community centers are also being set
up in the labor colonies. During the
ceremony labor leaders also spoke and
thanked the Punjab Govt for solving
their problems.

Rain likely
from Friday
to Sunday

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan

TRC gives school supplies
to Afghan refugee kids

The supplies were distributed at Afghan Basti

Meteorological Depart-
ment (PMD) has forecast
rain-wind-thunderstorm in
Upper and Central parts
of the country from Friday
to Sunday.

A westerly wave is likely
to enter upper or central
parts of the country on
Friday which would bring
rain in upper and central
parts. - APP

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Turkish
Red Crescent distributed
school supplies among Af-
ghan refugee children in Is-
lamabad on Wednesday.

“We gave 350 school bags
and stationery supplies to
Afghan refugee children
who are studying in Islama-

bad,” Ibrahim Carlos Cami-
lo, head of the Turkish Red
Crescent delegation in Paki-
stan, said at a ceremony in
Islamabad.

The supplies were distribut-
ed at the Pind Sangrial and
Afghan Basti refugee camps
near Islamabad, which are
currently home to thou-
sands of Afghans.
Muhammad Umar, a teach-

er, thanked the Turkish gov-
ernment and the Turkish
Red Crescent for their con-
tinuous support to Afghan
refugees and children.
Earlier this month, the
Turkish relief agency sent
humanitarian aid for the
thousands of people in-
ternally displaced in Af-
ghanistan due to years of
conflict.

ner Sahiwal and others

- >

posing for a group photo on the occasion of a lunch hosted by renowned busineeman of Sahiwal
Sohail Anjum Ansari for the Turkish ambassador at his residence. -DNA

PHP conduct
awareness
seminar on
Gardening

IsuraQ MuGHAL

FAISALABAD: In compliance
of directions of SSP Patrolling
Region Faisalabad Mirza An-
jum Kamal, Mobile Education
Unit held awareness seminar
on the benefits of the kitch-
en Gardening at Patrolling
posts, offices and houses.
SSP Patrolling Mirza Anjum
Kamal chaired the awareness
session. Experts from health
and agriculture fields dilated
upon the importance and
significance of Kitchen Gar-
dening.

Among them Prof Dr Saeed
Ashraf Cheema HOD Burn
unit Allied Hospital, Sajid
Igbal Sindhu DG Agri Tour-
ism Development corporation
and Tariq Tanvir CEO Agri
Tourism Development corpo-
ration delivered lectures on
the importance of Kitchen
Gardening.

The salient feature of lecture
was as under:

the importance of production
of organic and healthy food at
courtyards, the production of
vegetables like Broccoli, tur-
nip, Maro Kaddu, Beetroot,
Bringle, Coriander, Methi
and carrots etc enhances the
beauty and gives economic
benefits to the cultivator.

and Kitchen Gardening is
cost effective and reduces
stress by indulging physical

National cancer
registry need of the
hour: Begum Alvi

ISLAMABAD: Begum Sami-
na Alvi, wife of President Dr
Arif Alvi on Wednesday said
every eighth woman in Pa-
kistan was at the risk of suf-
fering from breast cancer and
stressed the need for an ur-
gent plan of action to reduce
the growing number of such
patients.

Addressing at an awareness
walk on breast cancer held
here at the National Institute
of Health (NIH), she said es-
tablishing a national cancer
registry was need of the hour
to formulate effective policies
in line with the accurate data-
base on the disease, including
breast cancer.

Begum Alvi said early diagno-
sis was the best way to check
breast cancer instead of the
expensive and painful treat-
ment at later stages of the

disease.

She said in Pakistan with 0.1
million new cancer patients
every year, breast cancer
among topped the list of var-
ious forms of the disease.
She emphasized on raising
mass awareness in the soci-
ety to shun taboos affiliated
with breast cancer.

Begum Alvi said a healthy
woman could positively con-
tribute to the society and ad-
vised the women to practice
self-diagnosis, which could
save precious lives.

She said though October was
marked across the country as
the breast cancer awareness
month, however stressed that
the message needed to be
spread persistently through-
out the year.

She urged the women parlia-
mentarians to play a strong

role in highlighting the issue
in their constituencies and
sensitize the people.

Samina Alvi said she would
visit all provinces in the cur-
rent month to raise aware-
ness among girls and women
at schools and colleges about
the breast cancer.

Dr Faisal Sultan, Prime
Minister’s Special Assistant
on Health said the govern-
ment was making efforts to
strengthen the primary care
centres to treat cancers of dif-
ferent kinds including breast
cancer.

Dr Nosheen Hamid, Par-
liamentary Secretary on
Health said lack of aware-
ness was the main reason
behind the alarming death
rate of 98 percent in pa-
tients with breast cancer in
the country. — APP

ARy GHAZNAVI

ISLAMABAD: The Oil and Gas Regulatory
Authority (OGRA) celebrated Eid-i-Milad

OGRA celebrates
Eid-1-Milad ul Nabi

(Peace Be Upon Him).

The Chairman-Mr. Masroor Khan, Oil and
Gas Regulatory Authority and Member
(Gas), Member (Oil) and senior officers in-
cluding the OGRA staff attended the event.

ISLAMABAD: Ibrahim Carlos Camilo, head of the Turkish Red Crescent posing for a
group photo with Afghan refugee kids in Pakistan. — DNA

Sania highlights Pakistan's
experience in scaling up EEG

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to the
Prime Minister on Poverty Alleviation
and Social Protection, Dr. Sania Nishtar
Wednesday highlighted the experience
of Pakistan in scaling up the Ehsaas
Emergency Cash (EEC) programme
using data and digital technology during
the height of the COVID-19 pandemic.
She was speaking at the World Bank
Group’s Human Capital Ministerial Con-
clave during the 2021 IMF-World Bank
Group Annual Meetings.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Sania mo-
tivated other countries to invest more in
technology and data to improve delivery
of human capital services.

“EEC demonstrated how cash transfer
programmes can be deployed to counter
the socio-economic fallout such as the
COVID-19. To deliver cash to 15 million
families amid COVID-19, the digital capa-
bilities established in year 2019 as part of
Ehsaas, were adapted to deliver Ehsaas
Emergency Cash particularly a new bi-
ometric payment system, a demand side
SMS based request seeking platform and
a new wealth profiling big data analytics
mechanism”, Dr. Sania said.

Further, drawing on lessons learnt from
the programme implementation during
COVID-19, Dr. Sania added, “Using the
same system, we have upscaled our ed-
ucation conditional as well as the health
and nutrition conditional cash transfer
programmes nationwide despite the fi-
nancial constraints imposed by COVID.
Also, stipends are skewed to favor girls’
education. Even when COVID-19 was
raging, we completed the work on Eh-
saas survey, based on which are expand-

ing our social protection operations.”
The key lesson, she emphasized, was
that to execute well at scale, data and
technology are only part of the solution,
it is how you plug them in a context of
systems, policy and partnership innova-
tions and the execution diligence that
matters for delivery.

The Conclave was opened by the World
Bank Group President, David Malpass.
Ministers of Finance and Planning from

over 80 Human Capital project coun-
tries, key development partners, other
high-level officials, and the World Bank’s
senior leadership attended the event.
The 2021 Conclave on “Arresting Hu-
man Capital Losses due to COVID-19:
Reimagining Service Delivery in a
Digital Age”, focused on how countries
can make the most of the Digital age,
making smart investment decisions
around technology and innovations for
services that better protect, build and
utilize human capital.

According to the World Bank, Pakistan’s
Ehsaas Emergency Cash Programme

was also ranked fourth globally in terms
of the number of people covered and 3rd
globally in terms of percentage of popula-
tion covered amongst those that covered
over 100 million people.

Alongside Dr. Sania, Dr. Olavo Avelino
Garcia Correia, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Finance, Business De-
velopment, and Digital Economy, Cabo
Verde; Sri Mulyani Indrawati, Minister
of Finance, Indonesia; Nasser Shraideh,
Minister of Planning and International
Cooperation, Jordan; Amb. Ukur Yatani,
Cabinet Secretary, National Treasury,
Kenya; Prof. JuHo LEE, Commission-
er, Global Education Commission and
Former Minister of Education, Science
and Technology, Korea; Javier Lozano,
Cofounder and CEO, Clinicas del Azucar,
Mexico; Timur Maksimov, Deputy Minis-
ter of Finance, Russian Federation; Ama-
dou Hott, Minister of Economy, Planning
and Cooperation, Senegal; Cina Lawson,
Minister of Digital Economy and Digital
Transformation, Togo; Lutfi Elvan, Min-
ister of Treasury, Turkey; Azucena Arbel-
eche, Minister of Economy and Finance,
Uruguay; Asif Saleh, Executive Director,
BRAC Bangladesh; and others also deliv-
ered statements at the event.

The Conclave showcased ways in which
countries have and can reimagine and re-
fine service delivery to better serve their
populations in the face of COVID-19, tak-
ing advantage of the digital age.
Strategic investments in delivery sys-
tems, innovative solutions, personaliza-
tion of existing services, or actions to
reach previously unreachable groups
were featured. — APP

ul Nabi by organizing a special talk on the
‘Seerat-ul-Nabi’ (Peace Be Upon Him) at its
head office on Wednesday. The event was
held in light of the desire of Prime Minis-
ter of Pakistan seeking whole nation to
celebrate Eid-i-Milad to enlighten everyone
on the life and teachings of Holy Prophet

Allama Sheikh Muhammd Qasim (Director
Idara Taleemat-e-Quran, Rawalpindi) deliv-
ered speech on the life and teachings of the
Holy Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him) and also
highlighted other social aspects, including tol-
erance, kindness, patience in light of the char-
acter of Holy Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him).

activity.

At the conclusion of session,
the seed of different vegeta-
bles covering the 5 Marla
area was distributed to each
Post of Region Faisalabad.

PAKISTAN RAILWAY

ADVISORY & CONSULTANCY SERVICES (PRACS)

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

PRACS offers opportunity for suitably qualified, experienced professionals to serve in
the above captioned subsidiary company of Pakistan Railways against the following post
for appointment on contract basis as per terms and conditions of contract for the period of
three years: -

Sr. Description of | No of | Salary/Pay Package Required Educational Age Limit
No the Post Posts Qualification and Experience
1 Executive 1 250,000 i Masters in Applied and | Max 62 years
Director (one) To Social Sciences Including
Commercial 350,000 MBA/ MPA,
(For market based Transportation and
professional) Supply Chain
Management or
Executive Allowance equivalent in Engineering
(as determined by the field from HEC
board) will be recognized University
admissible to the with minimum fifteen

serving government
officer in addition to
his salary

(15) years experience in
the field of Transportation
sector including three
years experience as a
leader.
Or

ii. Serving/Retired Railways
Officers of BS-19 &
above having minimum
15 years experience in the
relevant field

Or

iii. Govt. officer from any
other department (federal
or  Provincial) having
qualification mentioned in
clause i with five years
experience in
transportation sector

> The Articles of Association and memorandum of Association provide guidance
for the nature of assignment. These may be reviewed on Ministry of Railway’s
website.

> The appointment will be on contract basis initially for a period of three (03) years
further extendable for a maximum period of two (02) years on annual (yearly)
basis subject to satisfactory performance.

> Consideration will be given to public sector professionals of Federal and
Provincial Governments and to the market professional having international
experience and Foreign Qualification.

> Candidates should have relevant experience of working in multi discipline large
organizations requiring highly challenging and transformational environment with
proven track record of success and achievement.

> Applications on prescribed format (available on PRACS website) alongwith
complete CV passport size photograph should reach at the address given below,
during working hours latest by 08-11-2021 through courier or E-Mail on
pracsrwp@gmail.com (soft copy on prescribed format). Incomplete application
will not be considered.

> Only short listed candidates shall be called for interview.

> PRACS reserves the right to cancel the recruitment process at any stage.

Shahbaz Igbal Malik
Secretary

Pakistan Railway Advisory & Consultancy Services (PRACS)
Railway Station Road, Rawalpindi
Ph: +92-51-9270919, Fax: +92-51-9270921, E-Mail: sec@pracsltd.com

PID (I) No. 2445/21
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Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 0334-5421812

Airlines
TurkishAirlines...... 8494949

o

Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20

Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi 9270601-20
Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIA Cargo..... ...9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA ..o 9281092

Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666
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Departments
CDA....ccvveveee. 9221334-43
CDA.....couuveee. 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6
RDA...cooveveeeeeen. 5555864
TMA....eeeeeeeeeeens 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3

B

Complaints

Water Tanker Service
E-7,F-10 & F-11......9204654
G-5,G-6,G-7,G-8....9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12,
H8uooeeeieieene 9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Islamabad
Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224
Potohar Town......... 9209224
Rawal Town............. 5773343

Wasa Water Tank

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Education,
Professional Training, Na-
tional Heritage and Cul-
ture Shafqat Mahmood
said ‘learning poverty’,
currently 75 percent in
country according to World
Bank study, was the real
challenge and the Covid-19
pandemic has further exac-
erbated the situation.
Launching the Covid-19
Learning Losses Report, he
said. The Federal Education
Ministry had launched a
dedicated TV channel ‘ Tel-
eSchool’ in just fifteen days
of the first school closure
and according to this ITA
report 32 percent children
watching this channel is
good initiation.

The study is aimed at as-
sessing the extent to which
the constitutional right to
education and Pakistan’s
commitment to education
SDG-4 has been affected

by the Covid-19 pandemic.
It evaluated learning loss-
es incurred due to school
closures using the ASER as-
sessment tool and identified
the extent to which factors
like parental education and
wealth index of households
and access to technology
enabled children to contin-
ue learning.

Shafqgat Mahmood in his
virtual address said that
this study has drawn the
attention towards serious
educational issues and it
would eventually help in pol-
icy formulation. He said the
ministry in collaboration
with AIOU, was working on
content development. “We
are introducing education
technology in the sector
and hiring Ed Tech special-
ists in the ministry to create
a hybrid learning environ-
ment”, he added.

He said this would help to
improve learning levels of
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rural areas schools and low
income educational insti-
tutions across the country.
“By merging different or-
ganizations I.e. AEPAM &
NEAS under the ministry,
we are establishing Paki-
stan Institute of Education
( PIE) which will be state-
of-the-art think-tank for data
gathering, research and as-
sessment mechanism at the
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national level,” he added.
With the support of World
Bank 250 million USD, the
Federal Education Min-
istry along with the prov-
inces, will be launching a
project for disadvantaged
districts to upgrade their
infrastructure, to focus on
out-of-school children and
to reduce the learning pov-
erty, he added.

During the pandemic, to
conduct the exams was
an uphill task but due to
collective decision making
through IPEMC, the issue
was tackled successfully,
the Minister said. “If we did
not conduct the examina-
tions, the issue of learning
losses might have worsened
in higher classes as well,”
he remarked.

Shafqat Mahmood said, in
next IPEMC, introducing
remedial courses to cover
the learning losses will
also be discussed.

The minister also highlight-
ed the teachers training pro-
gramme, Waseela-e-Taleem
programme and enhancing
the Internet connectivity
throughout the country by
the government.

Shafqat Mahmood thanked
the ITA and ASER to con-
duct this useful study and
assured that, the ministry
will closely examine the

Covid pandemic exacerbates
| _ |1 learning poverty, says Shafqat

The study has drawn the attention towards serious educational issues
and 1t would eventually help in policy formulation
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report and its findings will
be incorporated in policy
making by the ministry.
The reports was launched
by Idara-e-Taleem-o-Aagahi
(ITA), with the support of
United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF). The
launch, held virtually on
Zoom, was also attended
by Ms. Ellen Van Kalmth-
out, Chief of Education at
UNICEF Pakistan;

M Ali Kemal, Economic
Policy Advisor at the SDG
Support Unit, Ministry of
Planning Development and
Reform; Ms. Kim Bradford
Smith, Education Team
Leader at the Foreign,
Commonwealth & Devel-
opment Office (FCDO);
and Dr. Faisal Bari, Senior
Research Fellow at IDEAS
Pakistan and the Interim
Dean of School of Educa-
tion, Lahore University
of Management Sciences
(LUMS). - APP

NORI
organizes
breast

cancer walk

ISLAMABAD: Atomic Ener
gy Cancer Hospital (AECH),
NORI organized breast can-
cer awareness programme
under the slogan “Give
Hope Save Lives” followed
by inauguration of a new lin-
ear accelerator facility and
an awareness walk here on
Wednesday. Nuclear Med-
icine, Oncology and Radio-
therapy Institute (NORI) is
the top-notch public sector
cancer hospital established
in the federal capital by Paki-
stan Atomic Energy Commis-
sion (PAEC) in 1983. Direc-
tor, Atomic Energy Cancer
Hospital NORI, Dr Moham-
mad Faheem welcomed the
participants. - DNA
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan chairing a meeting on the development of new Balakot City. — APP

President Alvi urges need
for high quality graduates

The president expressed these views during a briefing on Ghulam
Ishaq Khan Institute (GIKI) of Engineering Sciences and Technology,
given by Rector GIKI, Prof. Dr Fazal Ahmad Khalid, at Aiwan-e-Sadr

ISLAMABAD: President
Dr Arif Alvi underlined the
need for producing grad-
uates of high quality and
highly skilled work force
by universities to meet the
requirements of the coun-
try as well as the market
on wednesday.

He said that universities
needed to speed up their
efforts by focusing on In-
formation and Communi-
cation Technology (ICT)
so as to fully reap the divi-
dends of the 4th industrial
revolution.

The president expressed
these views during a brief-
ing on Ghulam Ishaq Khan
Institute (GIKI) of Engi-
neering Sciences and Tech-
nology, given by Rector
GIKI, Prof. Dr Fazal Ahmad
Khalid, at Aiwan-e-Sadr.
President Society for
Promotion of
Engineering
Sciences and
Technology |
(SOPTREST),
Farid Rah-
man, Execu-
tive Director
SOPTREST,
Shakil Dur-
rani, Rector

GIKI, Prof. Dr Fazal Ahmad
Khalid, and senior officials
of the government attended
the meeting.

Rector GIKI briefed the
president about the role
and achievements of
the Institute in
providing edu-
cation in the
fields of en-
gineering
sciences
and tech- :
nology. i
He in-
formed

present-
ly, 2366
students
were  en-
rolled in
var-

ious degree programmes
and 6852 students had
graduated from the uni-
versity so far.
He highlighted that 75%
of the Institute’s facul-
ty comprised of
PhD degree
holders  from
- top-ranked
. national and
internation-
al  univer-
sities. He
added that
GIKI had al-
located over
§ Rs 290 mil-
lion in 2021
to provide
scholarships
and financial
? assistance  to
-~ deserving stu-
‘ dents. Ad-

dressing the meeting, the
president asked the man-
agement of the university
to develop industrial link-
ages and promote collabo-
rations with international
universities of good repute
in order to benefit from
their expertise.
He said that the university
needed to strengthen its In-
ternational Advisory Board,
besides enhancing the vol-
ume of online educational
component.
The president asked the
university to implement
HEC’s policy on students
with disabilities which
provided complete waiver
to such students in tui-
tion fees, hostel fees and
utility fees, in addition to
employing different-abled
people and women in the
university. He urged the
university to update its
vision and set timelines
to achieve its targets.
He remarked that uni-
 versities required to
prioritize needs of the
country by focusing on
artificial Intelligence
and developing exper-
tise in the area of cy-
ber security. - APP

CDA suspends forest
officer for facilitating
land mafia

CDA administration said that legal action
will be taken if any CDA or district
administration official found to be involved
in trespassing, illegal construction
or violating other building by-laws

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development Authority suspended As-
sistant Director Forest for facilitating land mafia in Saidpur.
Six people, including said Assistant Director, were arrested
on carrying out encroachments on government land.

In line with the directions Capital Development Authority’s
Administration, Enforcement Department, with the assis-
tance of Islamabad District Administration and Islamabad
Police, on Tuesday conducted operation against enrolment
in Saidpur Village despite public holiday on eve of Eidmila-
dunnabi. Enforcement Directorate took action on the reports
that illegal constructions are being carried out on forest land
in Saidpur area. Taking prompt action Enforcement Directo-
rate demolished illegal constructions while Assistant Direc-
tor Forest Atig-ur-Rehman has also suspended for allegedly
providing patronage and facilitating encroachers. According
to the details, the Enforcement Directorate took action on
the reports that illegal constructions are being carried out
Saidpur village on state land on Tuesday.

The staff of Enforcement Directorate was informed that
26 Marla state Land was sold by Abdul Hameed son of
Muhammad Anwar and Assistant Director Environment
Atig-ur-Rehman after extorting 100,000/- have sold to Mu-
hammad Jamelfraudulently. In this regard, immediate ac-
tion was taken and operation was carried out against the
land mafia using heavy machinery thereby demolishing
illegal construction while construction material was also
confiscated and attempt of illegal constructions on the
forest lands was foiled. A formal FIR has been registered
against six persons, including Atig-ur-Rehman, Assistant
Director Forest, for their involvement in illegal construc-
tions and facilitation of these elements, while departmen-
tal action has been initiated against Atig-ur-Rehman.
Furthermore, the CDA administration said that legal action
will be taken if any CDA or district administration official
found to be involved in trespassing, illegal construction or
violating other building by-laws. - DNA

Business Community urges to develop the Kahuta Industrial Triangle on modern lines; without
providing facilities, there was no justification to receive taxes from the industrialists

DNA

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of
Kahuta Industrial Triangle led by
Omais Khattak, Acting President,
Islamabad Industrial Association
(ITA) visited the Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and informed
the ICCI Office Bearers that MCI
has issued the notice of enhanced
property tax to the industrialists
of the area, which has created lot
of concerns in them as it was not
feasible for them to pay proper-
ty tax with exorbitant increase.
Shaukat Hayat Khan Vice Presi-
dent IIA, Nasir M. Qureshi Vice
President FPCCI, Humayun Kabir
Executive Member ICCI, Maj Gen

(Retd) Farrukh Javed, KanwarAft-
ab, Fiaz Khan, Fida Butt and oth-
ers were in the delegation. Ejaz
Abbasi former President, Khalid
Chaudhry Senior Vice President
ICCI and others were also present

at the occasion.

ident,

Addressing the delegation, Mu-
hammad Shakeel Munir, Pres-
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry said that
MCI had made almost 300 per-
cent hike in property tax in Is-
lamabad in one go without fulfill-
ing the legal requirements. He
said that ICCI along with other
stakeholders had resorted to the
Islamabad High Court against
the unjustified hike in property
tax and the IHC had issued a stay

order against the said hike. How-
ever, despite the court’s stay or-
der, the MCI was issuing notices
of enhanced property tax to the
business community in Islam-
abad, which was totally unjusti-
fied. He called upon the MCI to
immediately withdraw all notices
of enhanced property tax to save
the business community and the
citizens from unnecessary prob-
lems. He further said that MCI
has gone into appeal against stay
order and till the decision on its
appeal, it should receive proper-
ty tax on old rates as without any
decision on its appeal, MCI was
not eligible to receive property
tax on increased rates.

Omais Khattak Acting President,

Shaukat Hayat Vice President Is-
lamabad Industrial Association,
Nasir M. Qureshi Vice President
FPCCI and other members of
delegation said that CDA and
MCI were not providing even ba-
sic facilities in the Kahuta Indus-
trial Triangle, which was falling
in Zone-V. Due to this state of
affairs, the roads were broken,
water supply, streetlights, sew-
erage and other systems were
not functioning properly and the
industrialists of the area were
facing great problems in doing
business. They said that first
CDA and MCI should provide
basic infrastructure and facili-
ties in Kahuta Industrial Trian-
gle and then consider imposing

taxes. They further said that the
MCI should receive property tax
on old rates till a decision on its
appeal against the stay order is
taken by the court.

Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh Sen-
ior Vice President and Faheem
Khan Vice President ICCI ful-
ly supported the stand of the
delegation of Kahuta Industrial
Triangle regarding the proper-
ty tax issue. They urged that
CDA and MCI should develop
the Kahuta Industrial Trian-
gle on modern lines and then
receive taxes as without pro-
viding services and facilities,
there was no justification to
receive taxes from the industri-
alists of Zone-V area.

Ali Asghar
takes charge
as MCI C.O

APP

ISLAMABAD: Captain (retd)
Ali Asghar an officer of Pa-
kistan Administrative Ser-
vice (PAS) has assumed his
charge as chief officer Met-
ropolitan Corporation Islam-
abad (MCI) here on Wednes-
day. Deputy DG admin/
revenue MCI Mian Tariq
Latif, Staff Officer Wajid Ali
Khan and Focal Person MCI,
Dr Abdullah Tabassam re-
ceived the newly appointed
officer at MCI headquarters.
The directors and deputy
directors of various for-
mations briefed the chief
officer about the working
of MCI and its subordinate
directorate in details.
SyedaShafaq Hashmi a PAS
officer who previously serv-
ing as MCI chief officer, re-
linquished the charge after
her posting as Community
Welfare Attaché at Consu-
late General of Pakistan in
Milan, Italy.

AIOU to

announce
Matric/Inter

results in Nov

ISLAMABAD: Allama Igbal
Open University (AIOU)
will announce the results of
Matriculation and Interme-
diate programmes offered
in Spring semester 2021
in mid-November. The ex-
aminations for these pro-
grammes ended in the sec-
ond week of October, a press
release on Wednesday said.

According to Controller
Examinations, DrTaugqir
Ahmad, the examinations

of the postgraduate pro-
grammes offered in the
second phase will begin in
November, while the final
examinations for the face-to-
face programmes for semes-
ter Autumn 2021 will take
place in December.

It is pertinent to mention
here that Matric, FA, BA
and, Associate degree ex-
aminations of overseas stu-
dents have already started
and instructions have been
issued to the students in
this regard. - APP

NA offers
Fateha for
deceased

NEws REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: The Nation-
al Assembly on Wednesday
offered Fateha for depart-
ed souls of former Deputy
Speaker Sardar Muhammad
Yaqoob and former Presi-
dent of Azad Jammu Kash-
mir Sardar Sikandar Hayat
Khan. The house also of-
fered Fateha for the souls of
former Member National As-
sembly Syed Gulzar Sabtain
Shah, father of SharmilaFa-
rooqi, renowned columnist
DrAjmal Niazi, mother of
member Sindh Assembly
Khurram Sher Zaman and
the people those died in the
recent earthquake in Harnai
district of Balochistan.

MNA Moulana Abdul Akbar
Chitrali led the prayer on
request of Deputy Speaker
Qasim Khan Suri.

2-Day Seerat
conference

starts at
NUML

STAFF REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: Two-Day Na-
tional Seerat Conference
started at the National Uni-
versity of Modern Languag-
es (NUML) on Wednesday.
Departments of Arabic and
Islamic Studies jointly or-
ganized the Seerat-un-Nabi
SAWW Conference.

Rector NUML Major Gener-
al Muhammad Jaffar Hi (M)
(Retd) was the chief guest
while Prof. Dr. Tufail Hash-
mi, Prof. Dr. Muhammad
Hammad Lakhvi and Dr. Ha-
bib ur Rehman Asim were the
guest speakers on the first
session of the conference.
Director General NUML/
Pro-Rector Resources Brig
Syed Nadir Ali, Pro-Rector
Acad Prof. Dr. Safeer Awan,
Pro-Rector Research Dr.
Zubair Igbal Ghouri, Deans,
Directors, HoDs, faculty
members and large number
of students also attended the
conference.

Guest Speakers highlight-
ed the various aspects
of the Seerat of Hazrat
Muhammad SAWW and
stressed that acting upon
the Seerat is the key to
success for the Ummat.
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11Ul placed
amony
top 200
universities

ISLAMABAD: International
Islamic University, Islama-
bad (ITUI) has been placed
in Top 200 Universities in
the Times Higher Educa-
tion Emerging Economies
Universities Ranking 2022.

According to recent re-
sults, overall there are 698
universities in the ranking
this year and 50 territories
of emerging economies are
represented.

International Islamic Univer-
sity has been ranked as 179,
while only three universities
from Pakistan including Inter-
national Islamic University ,
Quaid--Azam University and
Abdul Wali Khan University
out of 21 ranked to make the

top 200 slot.
The wuniversity leadership
believes that upcoming

ranking will be much more
positive as new reforms and
initiatives have entered into
the mature stages through
various steps taken such as
implementation of the uni-
versity’s strategic plan and
academic audits.

The university is now all set
and in a better position to
submit its accomplishments
and achievements with an
approach of quantifiable
analysis that will lead to im-
proved and realistic univer-
sity rankings in future.

The university has also
started a comprehensive
work on research and en-
terprise that shall also be
helpful in improved ranking
through linkage with indus-
try, acceptance of interna-
tional funded projects, col-
laborations in research and
global engagements. — APP

APHC
urges UN
to examine

killings, arrests
in IIOJK

ISLAMABAD: The All Parties
Hurriyat Conference (APHC)
in IIOJK has condemned the
upsurge in search operations
carried out by Indian occupa-
tion forces and humiliating
frisking in the name of so-
called security in the nook
and corner of the occupied
territory.

According to Kashmir Media
Service, APHC General Sec-
retary, Molvi Bashir Ahmad
Irfani, in a statement said
that Indian fascist regime is
treating the people of Kash-
mir worse than animals.

He pointed out that inhuman
treatment meted out to the
common masses at the hands
of occupational forces has
even caused alienation in the
rank and files of India’s polit-
ical stooges in the territory.
The APHC leader hailing
the resistance potential of
the people of Kashmir said
all suppressive and repres-
sive measures tried by India
in Kashmir have proved an
exercise in futility.

Paying rich tributes to the
youth recently martyred by
Indian troops in Poonch,
Shopian, Srinagar and other
parts of the territory, Molvi
Bashir Ahmad Irfani reiter-
ated the Kashmiris’ pledge
to take the ongoing resist-
ance movement to its logical
conclusion. — APP

Zhong
Tai shows
interest to

invest in KP

ISLAMABAD: China’s Zhong
Tai Chemical Industry (Pri-
vate) Limited has expressed
interest in investing in the
energy, infrastructure and
mining sectors of the north-
western province of KP.
According to Gwadar Pro, a
team led by LiGang, CEO
Zhong Tai Chemical Indus-
try (Private) Limited, visited
Peshawar and held meetings
with Special Assistant to
Chief Minister KP on Indus-
tries and Commerce Abdul
Karim Tordher, CEO KP-
BOIT Hassan Daud Butt and
other officials.
Both sides had a detailed
discussion on “potential in-
vestment proposals” in differ-
ent sectors of the province,
known as “land of opportuni-
es”. Abdul Karim Tordher
assured the Chinese officials
that the Government of KP
would facilitate “all investors
and necessary matchmaking
will be done to help seamless
investment in key areas”.
Hassan Daud Butt briefed
the Chinese officials on KP-
BOIT’s role of providing
one-stop services to foreign
investors and making it easier
for them to obtain NOC under
regulation. — APP

The war in Afghanistan is
far from over: Amb Saqib

Ambassador Najam said that it was vital to see the US from the American
perspective in order to strategize and plan things accordingly

in fact been defeated in Afghanistan. So,
according to him, the possibility that the
US was completely out of the picture was a
misplaced one.

He further argued that the US defeat in Af-
ghanistan did not in any case symbolise vic-
tory for any other regional or international
player. Ambassador Saqib spoke extensively
about the power vacuum that had been cre-
ated in Afghanistan following US withdrawal
and the potential role of world powers like
China and Russia. He maintained that the
return of peace and stability to once war-
torn Afghan soil could prove to be a mirage.
Commenting on the Taliban government,
Ambassador Saqib said that while it was
true that the Taliban were a reality and
the world must accept them as such, it
was equally true that if the Taliban failed
to attune themselves with the practices of
the realpolitik they could end up only ‘ex-

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The situation in Afghanistan
is meant to evolve further in the months
and years that follow, said Ambassador
Najm us Saqib. He was addressing a gath-
ering, jointly organised by the Institute of
Regional Studies (IRS) and the Pak-Afghan
Youth Forum (PAYF) here on Wednesday.

He stated that Pakistan seemed to be act-
ing by what could be referred to as a wait
and see policy. This, he held, was by far
the most calculated policy stance that the
government had ever taken and had a sim-
ilar stance been taken back in the 1990s,
things in Afghanistan would have been quite
different. On US presence in Afghanistan
spanning over a decade, the ambassador
said that it was important to remember that
the US had willfully withdrawn and had not

isting’ and not ‘living’. Simplistically, he
argued, the Taliban government might lose
all grounds to establish a recognisable gov-
ernment if it tried to compromise the funda-
mental governance practices.

While the governance norms were under-
standable, he said that the sudden con-
cern of the West over human rights, wom-
en rights, and inclusive government were
nothing but a paradox as the exact same
values stood compromised in almost all
developed democracies that placed them-
selves at a moral pedestal, only to ques-
tion the functionality of various affairs in

another country.

Pakistan’s role in the entire situation, he
said, was integral but only as far as it was
in its own national interest. He said that Pa-
kistan was in no position to cast a blind eye
toward the crises at home such as inflation,
economic instability, unemployment, brain

drain, etc.

in addition to its unresolved
Kashmir issue.

Ambassador Saqib further added that al-
though it was unjust of the US to complete-

ly disregard Pakistan’s efforts in backing US

efforts in Afghanistan, it was up to Pakistan
to make the most of the current situation and
re-establish it relevance, now, more than ever.
He said that even if China acquired a major
role in Afghanistan, Pakistan must practice
mature diplomacy and must realise that a
friendly China as its neighbour did not mean
that it could antagonise the US.

Winding up, Ambassador Najam said that it

was vital to see the US from the American

perspective in order to strategize and plan
things accordingly. He added that Afghani-
stan did constitute as one of the top-most
priorities for Pakistan but that might not
stay the same as Pakistan had its own chal-
lenges to address.

NHMP
celebrated
Eid-e-Milad

ISLAMABAD: National
Highways and Motorways
Police (NHMP) has ob-
served  Eid-Milad-un-Nabi
(SAW) with religious devo-
tion at the Central Police
Office in Islamabad as and
its Regional, Zonal, and Sec-
tor Offices.

The  Motorway  Police
scheduled various activi-
ties on the occasion of Eid-
Milad-un-Nabi (SAW), said
a statement. The Central
Police Office, NHMP Train-
ing College, and all offices
of the National Highways
and Motorways Police were
decorated with electric
lights and banners. — APP

Islamabad: Senator Muhammad Ayub, convener Pak-UAE Parliamentary Friendship Group in the Senate exchanging views
with Hamad Obaid Ibrahim Salem Al-Zaabi, ambassador of UAE at Parliament House. — DNA

PCAA issues notices to
four airline operators

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority (PCAA)
has issued notices to four airline operators including PIA,
Serene Air, Airblue and Airsial over cancellation of 383
confirmed scheduled domestic flights, out of 1,145 since
October 1, 2021, on the prext of some ‘operational rea-
sons.” After cancellation of the domestic flights, airline op-
erators utilized their aircraft of the conduct of internation-
al chartered operations, the authority said on its twitter
handle quoting some complaints through different forums
in that regard .

The PCAA said it observed that Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA) canceled 130 flights out of 417, Serene Air
117 out of 250, Airblue 86 out of 261 and Airsial 50 out
of 217. “In light of the cancellation of 383 flights depict-
ing a total percent of 33.4%, the Competent Authority
has decided to withhold all international chartered flight
permissions forthwith,” it said. Prior to requesting any
permission for international chartered flights, the author-
ity said, airline operators would submit an undertaking
that domestic flight schedule approved for any ongoing
“scheduling season(s)” would be operated with a min-
imum flight regularity and punctuality of 90 per cent
and 80 per cent respectively. “Cancellation of domestic
flights, if any, will only be made consequent upon tech-
nical reasons or forced majeure circumstances. “...the

SHAHEEN HANIF

ISLAMABAD: In line with
the authority’s compre-
hensive policy regarding
uplift of road infrastruc-
ture in Islamabad, CDA
management has directed
the concerned formation
to accelerate the pace of
work I.J Principal Road
widening and rehabilita-
tion project.

On the directions of
Chairman CDA, Member

cancellations on the pretext of technical reasons will only EPgmeer 1r(\.;g ilo;lx;gwll(th
be allowed subject to its confirmation from our Airworthi- Irector (senera orXs,
Director Roads South,

ness Directorate,” the PCAA warned. — APP NESPAK consultants and

NLC visited the 1.J Prin-
cipal Road for inspecting
the construction work.
Initial investigation in-
cluding soil testing,
pile load testing
and survey

were  issued
that the initial
investigation
be completed at

earliest and to start
construction work on

the project soon. Instruc-
tions were issued to devise
a comprehensive traffic
diversion plan with the

CP‘P‘TA

RAWALPINDI: MPA Simabia Tahir, Naheed Manzoor, Dr Farhat Abbas and others are
participating in the Natia Mushaira organized by Punjab Arts Council in connection with

Ashra Rahmatul Lil Alamin. — DNA
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consultation of Islamabad
Traffic police. CDA has also
requested the comuters
to use alternative route to
avoid inconvenience.
Under this pro-

constructed
including two
rigid and two
flexible lanes
while two flyovers
will be constructed
one at 9th Avenue and oth-
er at Fageer Appe Road
while two bridges will
constructed at Katarian

‘Qla

Construction work on IJP
Road likely to start soon

Four lanes on each side of the IJP Road will be constructed
including two rigid and two flexible lanes while two flyovers will
be constructed one at 9th Avenue and other at Fageer Appe Road

and Pirwadhi respectively.
The project will be com-
pleted in 18 months with
cost amounting to Rs. 4.9
billion.

Incumbent management
of the authority envisaged
the project, completed its
technical requirements,
hired consultant and now
work on the project has
been started.

The rehabilitation of IJP
road will facilitate in-
ter-provincial traffic and
the traffic from Rawalpin-
di to Islamabad and vice
versa in addition to facili-
tating the traffic manage-
ment system in the city.

SIX new projects
being executed in
petroleum sector

ISLAMABAD: The Petro-
leum Division would carry
out six new projects worth
Rs1775.857 million during
the current fiscal year 2021-
22 to achieve self-sufficiency
in the energy sector, stream-
line matters related to miner-
als’ regulatory framework and
data compilation.

According to official doc-
uments, the government
has allocated Rs40mn in
the PSDP 2021-22) for a
new project, under which
development of Strategic
Underground Gas Storage
(SUGS), hiring of consul-

tancy services for bankable
feasibility study and transac-
tion advisory services (PC-
II) would be carried out.

A sum of Rs30 million has
been specified for Legal
Consultancy  Services for
drafting of Model Mineral
Agreement and updating of
Regulatory Framework (Fed-
eral and Provincial Minerals/
Coal Departments) prepared
by Mineral Wing, Petroleum
Division, Rs40 million for
Pakistan National Research
Programme on Geological
Hazards (Earthquakes and
Landslides). —

RCCI President Nadeem Rauf said in a statement that if taxes, custom duty, FED and
adjusted sales tax and income tax be withdrawn on edible oil, there would be a downward

import raw material for Pharama,
it is urged to lower taxes on im-
port of raw material being used in
manufacturing of medicines.

He said that the chamber also put
forwarded its suggestions before
President Arif Alvi, during Taxpay-
er Award ceremony in Islamabad.
RCCI also requested the govern-
ment to lower taxes and duties on
the import of commodities.
Furthermore, the import of Pe-
troleum Products puts additional
pressure on dollar and trade defi-
cit, so it was suggested to lower
the taxes and levy on POL. This
will lower the transportation cost,
he added.

High speed diesel is widely used
in agriculture and transport sec-
tors and therefore increase in its
price would have a direct impact
on life of common man.

SHuiaaT Hamza

RAWALPINDI: The Rawalpindi
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (RCCI) has urged FBR to in-
troduce rationalization of taxation
and called upon the government
to withdraw all taxes and duties on
food items to mitigate the surge in
food inflation.

Commodity prices are skyrocket-
ing and a matter of concern for
the Chamber.

RCCI President Nadeem Rauf said
in a statement that if taxes, cus-
tom duty, FED and adjusted sales
tax and income tax be withdrawn
on edible oil, there would be a
downward balancing effect on the
overall food inflation.

Similarly, the prices of Drugs/
medicines are very high. Since we

balancing effect on the overall food inflation

Courtiers
trying to make
accountability
controversial

ISLAMABAD: Special As-
sistant to the Prime Minis-
ter on Political Communi-
cation Dr Shahbaz Gill on
Wednesday said incompe-
tent courtiers were making
failed attempt to make the
accountability process con-
troversial.

In response to the state-
ment of Pakistan Muslim
League Nawaz (PML-N)
lawmaker Ahsan Igbal, he
said the PML-N leaders
were making efforts to
prove themselves innocent
in media instead of being
accountable.

He said corruption and ma-
fia could be eradicated only
through justice in the new
Pakistan.

Pakistan placed in the Glob-
al Hunger Index was at
106 during PML-N tenure,
which has come down at
92 despite coronavirus pan-
demic, he added. Gill said
incompetent courtiers were
suffering the most from the
state of Madinah. Howev-
er, there was no room for
looters and plunderers like
Sharif family in the welfare
state, he added. — APP

Rahat
announces

schedule of
USA tour

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
renowned vocalist Ustad
Rahat Fateh Ali Khan on
Wednesday announced the
schedule of “The Legacy
USA Tour’, starting from
October 31 amid huge de-
mand of his fans.

According to the announce-
ment, Ustad Rahat Fateh Ali
Khan is continuing a “Lega-
cy of his family of over 600
years, it is based on it”.

The mystic Guru Rahat
Fateh Ali Khan would start
his performance at Char-
lotte, NC on October 31.

He would also perform at
many other major cities of
USA including Memphis,
TN on November 5, Hou-
ston, TX on November 6,
Dallas TX on November 7,
DC November 12, Cincin-
nati, OH November 13, New
Jersey November 14, Chica-
go, IL November 19, New
York November 20, Atlanta
November 21, Sacramen-
to November 26, San Jose
November 27 and Seattle
November 28.

Rahat Fateh Ali Khan has
sung more than 50 title
tracks of televisions serials
and over 100 film songs.

He is a nephew of legend-
ary Qawwali maestro Ustad
Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan.

He began his career at the
age of three, performing
and studying under the tu-
telage of his uncle referred
to as the “King of Qawwali”.
The Legacy Tour was con-
ceptualized by  Salman
Ahmed. — APP

PSF invites
proposals to

award Special
IC of Al/IoT

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Sci-
ence Foundation (PSF) has
invited project proposals
from all the public and private
sector degree awarding insti-
tutions for the award of Spe-
cialized Incubation Centre
(IC) of Artificial Intelligence
/Internet of Things (Al/IoT).
“The PSF intends to es-
tablish  Specialized In-
cubation Centre (IC) of
Artificial Intelligence/Inter-
net-of-Things (AI/IoT) based
in the campuses of universi-
ties to encourage entrepre-
neurship among the stu-
dents and researchers”, an
official of PSF told APP.

ICs will provide potential
entrepreneurs, all the nec-
essary infrastructure sup-
port, technology/prototype
development support, re-
search assistance, help in
securing funding, business
consultancy, marketing as-
sistance and do whatever is
necessary to make the start-
up “A SUCCESS”.

The official said that special-
ized incubators motivate and
inspire students, researchers
and more startups, equip
them with necessary skills,
provide necessary assistance
and convert innovations into
marketable products.
Academic institutes and re-
search centres are the pri-
mary sources of many new
ideas and turning those ide-
as into real and commercial
products or services is the
most challenging part in in-
novation cycle.

An incubator enables start-
up financiers ready to take
risks of moving out of their
comfort zone and provide
an environment planned to
maximise their probabilities
of success. — APP



Covid declines
in Pakistan

EDNESDAY marked the fifth straight day of less

than 1000 cases of coronavirus reported through-

out Pakistan. This is an important milestone,
as we have not seen such a low incidence of cases since
March, when the third wave began. While there has been
no observable increase in preventions and precautions be-
ing taken by the public, this decrease indicates that the
government’s attempts to impose safeguards and the vacci-
nation drives might finally be having an effect.
However, this important step in pushing the pandemic back
must be consolidated. While the vaccination drive looks to be
successful so far, there are still gaps that must be accounted
for. For instance, the increasing reports of fake vaccination
certificates are a serious concern that must be resolved. Vac-
cines save lives by reducing the chance of an infection and
minimising its effects even if the virus is transmitted. The
certificates make it possible for the public to lower its guard.
If public places ease restrictions based on these certificates,
even one fake can lead to a renewed spree of cases.
But even with coronavirus being pushed back, there are sever-
al threats to the health of Pakistani citizens that must be acted
upon. The rising incidence of dengue was bad enough, but for
residents of Punjab, the very serious threat posed by smog
continues to increase health risks for the general population.
We are facing myriad threats, and the efforts being made to
counter coronavirus must also be replicated elsewhere. There
is no holistic approach when it comes to ailments apart from
coronavirus, which is a glaring oversight on part of both the
federal and provincial governments. If the past two years have
taught us anything, it should be that preventing an outbreak is
fundamental in keeping ahead of a disease. It is hoped that the
government takes this lesson to heart and replicates the suc-
cess we are witnessing to other aspects of healthcare as well.
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Pakistan in the Rule
of Law Index 2021

MunaMMAD OMAR IFTIKHAR

CCORDING to the World Justice Project’s Rule of Law

Index 2021 report, Pakistan ranks at the 130th spot

out of 139 countries in its adherence to the rule of law.
Pakistan managed to get a score of merely 0.39 out of a score
from 0 to 1 - with 1 showing the strongest adherence to the
rule of law. Unfortunately, Pakistan stands at the second-last
position in South Asia. Countries better performing than Pa-
kistan are India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and Nepal. Afghani-
stan is the only country from South Asia that has performed
poorly as compared to Pakistan.
According to the report, Pakistan has low ratings in the areas
pertaining to corruption, fundamental rights, order and secu-
rity, and regulatory enforcement. In the area of the criminal
justice system, civil justice, open government, and constraints
on government powers, Pakistan is in the fourth position out of
a total of six regional countries assessed as per a news report.
The report also states that Pakistan is among the three worst
when it comes to order and security. It stands at the 137th po-
sition out of 139 countries. In the category of the absence of
corruption, Pakistan falls in the red zone by getting a score of
0.31 and stands at the 123rd spot. In the category of fundamental
rights, Pakistan gets a score of 0.38 and holds 126th position.
This category recognizes that a system of positive law that fails
to respect core human rights established under international law
is at best “rule by law,” and does not deserve to be called a rule
of law system. In the category of regulatory enforcement, which
measures the extent to which regulations are implemented and
enforced, Pakistan is at the 123rd spot with a score of 0.39. This
report should be an eye-opener for the concerned authorities
and for the government itself. The lawlessness and the institu-
tion’s inability to provide justice to the common man have been
inflicting pain on those who seek justice.

COP26: What Pakistan

Iran poll contains different
messages for Biden and Raisi

James M. Dorsey

Implicitly, Iranians were
holding former Iranian
President Hassan
Rouhani responsible
for the mismanagement
given that Mr. Raisi only
took office in August.
Rated very favourable by
61.2 per cent of Iranians
surveyed in 2015
m 'S the economy, stupid.” That is the

message of a just-published survey of

ranian public opinion. However, the
substance of the message differs for newly elect-
ed hardline Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi and
the Biden administration as Mr. Raisi toughens
his negotiating position and the United States
grapples with alternative ways of curbing the Is-
lamic republic’s nuclear programme should the
parties fail to agree on terms for the revival of
the 2015 international agreement.
Iranians surveyed last month by Iran Poll and the
University of Maryland’s Center for International
and Security Studies were telling Mr. Raisi that
they are looking to him to alleviate Iran’s eco-
nomic and other problems and have little hope
that a revived nuclear agreement will make the
difference, given lack of trust in US and Europe-
an compliance with any agreement reached.
The Iranians polled seemed in majority to en-
dorse some form of Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei’s notion of a “resistance economy” as
a way of blunting the impact of the US sanctions
imposed by former President Donald J. Trump af-
ter he walked away from the nuclear agreement
in 2018. Some 65 per cent of the responders said
they favoured a self-sufficient economy; 54.2 per
cent expected the economy to at least improve
somewhat in the next three years. A large number
expressed confidence that Mr. Raisi would signifi-
cantly lower inflation and unemployment, increase
Iran’s trade with other countries, control the pan-
demic and root out corruption.
Meanwhile, 63 per cent suggested that Iran’s
economic situation would be the same, if not
better, if there were no return to the agreement

and the government continued to pursue a civil
nuclear programme. The figure seemed at odds
with the 80 per cent who said Iran’s economic
situation would improve if Iran and the United
States returned to the agreement and both ful-
filled their obligations under the deal.

The divergence may be a function of the fact that
the poll, unsurprisingly, indicated that Iranians
(64.7 per cent) had little trust in the United
States living up to its commitments even though
they expected the Biden administration to return
to the deal (57.9 per cent). As a result, 73.1 per
cent of those surveyed said Iran should not make
concessions given that world powers would not
live up to commitments they make in return.

At the same time, 63 per cent blamed the trou-
bled state of the economy on domestic misman-
agement rather than US sanctions. Only 34.4 per
cent believed that the sanctions were the main
cause of their economic difficulty. Iranians point-
ing the finger at the government rather than ex-
ternal forces was also reflected in the 60.5 per
cent of those polled blaming Iran’s water short-
ages on mismanagement and bad policies.

The poll suggested that by emphasising domestic
mismanagement, Iranians were going to judge
Mr. Raisi on his success or failure in counter-
ing the debilitating effect of the sanctions even
though 77.5 per cent of those surveyed said that
the sanctions had a negative or somewhat nega-
tive impact on the economy.

Implicitly, Iranians were holding former Irani-
an President Hassan Rouhani responsible for
the mismanagement given that Mr. Raisi only
took office in August. Rated very favourable by
61.2 per cent of Iranians surveyed in 2015, Mr.
Rouhani’s favorability dropped to 4.6 per cent
in the most recent poll. By contrast, the favour-
able views of Mr. Raisi soared from 38.3 per
cent in 2014 to 77 per cent last month. IranPoll
and the Center have been conducting annual of
surveys since 2014. Mr. Raisi may have taken
pleasure from that but more importantly, the
poll implicitly suggested that he does not have
much time to produce results before his signif-
icant public support starts to wane.

Of those polled, 66.7 per cent expected Mr.
Raisi to improve Iran’s international standing,
55.7 per cent said he would be in a better po-
sition to negotiate with world powers, and 45.2
per cent predicted that he would enhance Iran’s
security. Those expectations may have been to
some degree validated in the public’s mind by
last month’s acceptance of Iran’s application for
membership in the Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
ization (SCO) that groups China, Russia, India,
Pakistan and several Central Asian states.

The survey results seemed to suggest that or-
dinary Iranians were framing their message to
the United States differently from the assess-
ment of prominent scholars and analysts. The
divergence may well be one primarily of tim-
ing but nonetheless has implications for poli-
cymaking in Washington. The message of the
respondents to the poll was one of immediate
impact while analysts and scholars appear to
be looking at the middle term. Without refer-
ring to the poll, Vienna-based economist and
strategic consultant Bijan Khajehpour argued
this week, seemingly contrary to the poll, that
“mismanagement and the Covid-19 pandemic
have both contributed to Iran’s poor econom-
ic performance in recent years, but it remains
that US sanctions...will be the key factor in de-
termining Iran’s future prospects.”

Mr. Khajehpour went on to say that “high in-
flation, capital flight and the erosion of house-
hold purchasing power alongside mismanage-
ment of resources and the deterioration of the
country’s infrastructure have the potential to
spark more protests and further undermine
the already faltering legitimacy of the Islamic
Republic in the eyes of the public.”

No doubt, the jury is out on how Iranians re-
spond if and when Mr. Raisi fails to live up to
their expectations. If the past is any indication,
Iranians have repeatedly taken to the streets at
often substantial risk to liberty and life to make
their discontent with government performance
evident as they did with the low turnout in this
year’s election that brought Mr. Raisi to power.
The risk of renewed protests was reflected in
the fact that responses to various questions re-
garding the electoral system, the limited number
of presidential candidates (because many were
barred from running), and the public health sys-
tem showed that it was often a slim majority at
best that expressed confidence in the system.
Add to that the fact that 68 per cent of respond-
ents to the poll said that the objectives of past
protests had been a demand that officials pay
greater attention to people’s problems.

Yet, at the same time, they were telling the Unit-
ed States that its efforts to generate pressure on
Iranian leaders to moderate their nuclear and re-
gional policies by imposing harsh sanctions had
for now backfired. Iranians were backing a tough-
er negotiating position by the Raisi government.
Ultimately that could be a double-edged sword
for Mr. Raisi. He has to prove that he can be
tough on the United States and simultaneously
improve the lives of ordinary Iranians. Failure to
do so could have in Mr. Khajehpour’s words “un-
predictable consequences.”

Will Afghanistan’s powerful
neighbours engage the Taliban?

Zahir Sherazi

The instability has
enabled armed groups
along the Pakistan-
Afghan border to flourish.
Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan (Pakistan
Taliban) and Baloch
insurgents have been
attacking targets in
Pakistan for years, killing
more than 83,000 and
inflicted billions of dollars

HE withdrawal of US and NATO forces

from Afghanistan is inevitably leaving a

political vacuum in South and Central
Asia. The question that many are asking is who
will step in to fill it. Afghanistan’s immediate
neighbours - Pakistan, Iran and China - all
have special interests in the country that they
are likely to pursue with renewed vigour.
None is likely to play the same significant role the
US did in shaping the future of the country but
all three want to see a stable government in Ka-
bul and security established across the country
in view of their own national security interests.

The Taliban, for its part, is looking to establish
positive relations with its neighbours to earn in-
ternational legitimacy and attract investment for
much needed economic development. So what
does this mean for relations with Pakistan, China
and Iran? Pakistan, which shares a 2,670km-long
(1,659-mile) border with Afghanistan, has suf-
fered a lot during the past four decades of tur-
moil. It has had to pay a heavy price for acting as
a launching pad for Washington’s and its allies’
“Afghan jihad” on the USSR after the Soviet inva-
sion of Afghanistan in 1979. The 9/11 attacks and
the subsequent “war on terror” only worsened
the security situation in Pakistan

The instability has enabled armed groups
along the Pakistan-Afghan border to flourish.
Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan (Pakistan Taliban)
and Baloch insurgents have been attacking
targets in Pakistan for years, killing more than
83,000 and inflicted billions of dollars worth of
losses on the Pakistani economy. Islamabad has
often alleged that violent attacks on Pakistan
have been planned and executed from Afghan soil
with the active support of Indian intelligence. At
the same time, Pakistani security agencies have
been accused of backing the Afghan Taliban, es-
pecially the Haqqani network.

In this context, the Taliban takeover of Kabul and
the withdrawal of US forces were perceived as a
positive development by policy and military cir-
cles in Islamabad. Their attitude has been: “We
are happy because with the Taliban in power, our
western borders will be secured as archrival In-
dia will be out of the game.”

This optimism about a friendly government in
Kabul is also strengthened by the fact that the
Taliban never retaliated with violence for Pakistan

providing support for the USled military oper-
ation which dislodged them from power in 2001
or for handing over some of its members to west-
ern forces. Some have even speculated about a
prominent role that Islamabad may play in Kabul,
specifically after news of a September 4 visit to
the Afghan capital by Pakistani intelligence chief
Lieutenant General Faiz Hameed emerged. In the
international arena, Islamabad has also been ac-
tively campaigning for international engagement
with the Taliban. In his video messages to the UN
General Assembly aired on September 24, Prime
Minister Imran Khan urged the world community
to support the Taliban government and help the
country with much-needed humanitarian aid. How-
ever, Pakistan may not enjoy an unrivalled authori-
ty over the Taliban, as some have speculated. Well-
placed sources divulged to the author that during
an August 16 National Security Council meeting
in Islamabad, the military commanders clarified
to the parliamentarians that the Taliban may not
listen to Pakistan, as it used to in the past. That
is why, Islamabad is also cautious and not going
for a solo flight to quickly recognise the Taliban
government, as it did in the 1990s.
Although it still has not formally recognised the
government in Kabul, Pakistan has high hopes for
engagement with it on the economic front. During
former President Ashraf Ghani’s time in office, the
flow of imported goods through Pakistani ports to
landlocked Afghanistan dropped by 80 percent, as
Kabul started favouring Iranian ports, funded by
India. Bilateral trade also declined from $2.8bn in
2011 to $1.8bn. Islamabad would like to see the
use of Pakistani ports for Afghan imports restored
and bilateral trade boosted.

— Courtesy Aljazeera

shall be looking for?

Munir Ahmed

The government
has approved
Pakistan’s Nationally
Determined
Contribution (NDC)
for the UN Climate
Conference COP26
where Pakistan
has aimed for an
ambitious 50 percent
more reduction
from the present
1.3 percent carbon
emissions by 2030
subject to provision
of $100 bn climate
finance. Special
Assistant to Prime
Minister Malik Amin
Aslam has mentioned
that national funding

HE UK will host the 26th UN

Climate Change Conference of

the Parties (COP26) in Glasgow
on 31 October - 12 November 2021.
This very important conference is
taking place at the moment when the
COVID-19 pandemic has brought dev-
astation to millions around the world,
disrupting many parts of the global
economy. Governments have stepped
up to protect lives and livelihoods. But
climate change has continued, and it ul-
timately threatens life on earth.
“As countries begin to recover from
the Coronavirus pandemic, we must
take the historic opportunity to tackle
climate change at the same time - to
build back better, and greener. We can
deliver green recoveries across the
globe that bring in good jobs, trillions
in investment and ground-breaking new
technology. And we must. To keep the
temperature of the planet under con-
trol - limiting its increase to 1.5 de-
grees - the science dictates that by the
second half of the century, we should
be producing less carbon than we take
out of the atmosphere. This is what
reaching ‘net zero’ means”, says Alok
Sharma, the COP President-Designate.
Around the world storms, floods and
wildfires have intensified, air pollution
has increased enormously and affecting
the health of tens of millions of people
and unpredictable weather causes un-
told damage to homes and livelihoods
too. The impact of climate change is
devastating but the advances in tackling
it are meagre in the proportion. The
poor, least developed and developing
countries are suffering from the envi-
ronment unfriendly development and
industrial growth of the rich countries.
It is the time they have to pay back for
the vulnerability of the resource starved
countries to take measures to safeguard
its people and their livelihoods from the
changing climate impacts.
According to the World Bank, Pakistan
is one of the top five vulnerable coun-
tries, despite having no significant con-
tribution to climate change. Another re-

port mentions: “In 2019, CO2 emissions
for Pakistan was 223.6 million tons. Be-
tween 1970 and 2019, CO2 emissions of
Pakistan grew substantially from 17.7 to
223.6 million tons rising at an increas-
ing annual rate that reached a maximum
of 15.38 percent in 1987 and then de-
creased to 1.33 percent in 2019.”
The drastic decrease in carbon emis-
sions is surely the result of steps taken
by Pakistan under its Climate Action
- the Sustainable Development Goal
(SDG) 13. The flagship project Ten Bil-
lion Tree Tsunami (TBTT) is not just
a tree plantation movement but a com-
prehensive initiative for ecosystem con-
servation and management. More than
a billion new plantations, revised plans
for forest management and development
across the countries with the engage-
ment of provinces and administrative
entities, and capacity of institutions
have already been noticed and appreci-
ated by the national and international
environment and climate watchdogs.
The Sustainable Development Report
2020, written by a group of authors
led by Prof. Jeffrey Sachs, President of
the Sustainable Development Solutions
Network (SDSN), and published by Cam-
bridge University Press, has declared
Pakistan accomplished all targets of the
SD-13 ten years ahead of the actual date
- 2030. The UNDP SDDGs report has
also shown Pakistan’s remarkable pro-
gress on SDG-13 Climate Action.
COP26 is an opportunity for Pakistan
to vigorously showcase its achieve-
ments so far and the vulnerabilities as
well. Pakistan has been facing the worst
impact in the forms of short-span heavy
rains, flash floods, unprecedented
land-sliding incidents, glacial melting,
air pollution and fast diminishing water
resources, climate prone crop diseases
and low productivity and many others.
The over burdened by debt, incapacity
and capital shortfall have increased Pa-
kistan’s vulnerability. Keeping in view
the performance on climate action, Pa-
kistan shall be on the global top priori-
ties for funding, human resource devel-
opment and institutional strengthening
to protect masses living at the edge and
their livelihood resources.
The government has approved Paki-
stan’s Nationally Determined Contribu-
tion (NDC) for the UN Climate Confer-
ence COP26 where Pakistan has aimed
for an ambitious 50 percent more re-
duction from the present 1.3 percent
carbon emissions by 2030 subject to
provision of $100 bn climate finance.
Special Assistant to Prime Minister
Malik Amin Aslam has mentioned that
national funding, professional capacity
and institutional strengthening will si-
multaneously take place while mobiliz-
ing global resources to attain the goal.
The prime minister’s approved roadm-
ap for shifting the country’s carbon
emissions levels on to a lower trajec-
tory will include 15 percent reduction
in carbon emissions from the country’s
own resources through different ongo-
ing initiatives. Pakistan will be looking
for 35 percent reduction in heat trap-
ping carbon emissions that is subject
to availability of international financial
support from various available funding
channels such as Global Climate Fund.
Pakistan shall adopt an allinclusive ap-
proach towards achieving the goal. The
government offices are besieged by all the
stereotyped national and chapters of the
international environmental conservation
organizations. Government shall trust new
extroverted approaches, critical thinking
and innovative frameworks for showcasing
its achievements for harnessing global fi-
nance for achieving its targets.
— The writer is a freelance
Jjournalist and broadcaster, Director
Devcom-Pakistan, an Islamabad-
based policy advocacy and outreach
think tank. He can be reached at
devcom.pakistan@gmail.com and
tweets @EmmayeSyed
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From Pack 01
Local PDM leaders have
convened a meeting of the
party at 2pm in Islamabad,
where the dates and venues
for the Islamabad protests
will be finalised. Lashing
out at the PDM Rasheed
had earlier said that the
prime minister was lucky as
he had such a “worthless”
Opposition to deal with.
The interior minister had
said that the government
does not feel threatened
by the Opposition at all be-
cause “it is spineless”.

“In fact, Prime Minister
Imran Khan is lucky that he
got such a worthless Oppo-
sition,” the interior minister
had said while speaking to
the media in Islamabad.
Rasheed had also reacted to
the Opposition’s criticism of
the PTIlled government due
to the rising inflation in the
country and said that the situ-
ation arose due to the policies
of the previous governments
as well as the coronavirus situ-
ation in the country. Speaking
about the PDM, Rasheed had
said that the movement has
turned into a “dead entity”.
“This worthless Opposition
has not been able to make
any decision so far,” he had
said, adding that the PDM
had set out to oust the gov-
ernment last December but
almost one year on, it is still
planning to oust it without
taking any concrete actions.

Planned fossil
fuel output

’
exceeds
limits: UN
NEW YORK: Fossil fuel
production planned by the
world’s governments “vastly
exceeds” the limit needed
to keep the rise in global
heating to 1.5C and avoid the
worst impacts of the climate
crisis, a UN report has found.
Despite increasing pledges of
action from many nations, gov-
ernments have not yet made
plans to wind down fossil fuel
production, the report said.
The gap between planned
extraction of coal, oil and
gas and safe limits remains
as large as in 2019, when
the UN first reported on
the issue. The UN secretary
general, Anténio Guterres,
called the disparity “stark”.
The report, produced by
the UN Environment Pro-
gramme (Unep) and other
researchers, found global
production of oil and gas
is on track to rise over the
next two decades, with coal
production projected to fall
only slightly. This results in
double the fossil fuel pro-
duction in 2030 that is con-

sistent with a 1.5C rise.
Detailed analysis of 15 ma-
jor fossil fuel-producing
nations found that the US,
Canada, Australia, Saudi
Arabia and China all pro-
ject increases in oil and
gas, while India and Russia
intend to increase coal pro-
duction. Only two of the
countries expect oil and gas
production to decline: the
UK and Indonesia. - APP

Surveillance
of Iran nuclear
program no
longer ‘intact’

LONDON: Temporary meas-
ures to monitor Iran’s nucle-
ar activities are no longer
“intact,” the head of the
UN’s nuclear watchdog has
warned. Rafael Grossi, di-
rector-general of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agen-
cy, told the Financial Times
that he urgently needs to
meet with Iran’s new foreign
minister to discuss propos-
als to resume monitoring.

“I haven’t been able to talk to
(Hossein Amirabdollahian),”
Grossi said. “I need to have
this contact at the political
level. This is indispensable.
Without it, we cannot under-
stand each other.” Up until
recently, temporary cameras
and other monitoring devic-
es had sustained an uneasy
status quo following the
breakdown of the 2015 Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion — widely known as the
Iran deal — which curbed the
country’s nuclear program in
exchange for sanctions relief.
The Biden administration
had hoped to renegotiate the
deal with Iran, but six rounds
of indirect talks have stalled
since Ebrahim Raisi was
elected president in June.
The US State Department
said it hopes Iran will return
to the ongoing talks in Vi-
enna “as soon as possible,”
but President Joe Biden had
“made clear that if diplomacy
fails we are prepared to turn
to other options.” — APP

Namibia outclass Netherlands
in T20 World Cup qualifier

Namibia thrashes Netherlands to
defeat by 6 wickets chasing the
target-164 an over before

NEews DESK

ABU DHABI: Namibia has
defeated Netherlands in
its 2nd qualifying match
for T20 World cup 2021.
The victorious team won
the toss and decided to
bowl. Netherland XI gave
the target of 164 runs with
the loss of 4 wickets. It
was easily chased by Na-
mibia an over before with
the loss of 4 wickets.
After being bowled out
for their joint-lowest T201
total - 96 - batting first on
Monday, Namibia opted to
chase in Abu Dhabi. They
made one change to their
line-up from the team that
was heavily defeated by
Sri Lanka and replaced off-
spinner Pikky Ya France
with left-arm seamer Mi-
chael van Lingen.

Netherlands also made a
change to their attack, with
Brandon Glover sitting out
for Timm van der Gugten,
and a switch in their line-
up. Former Northern batter
Stephan Myburgh, who last
played for them in 2019, re-
placed Ben Cooper at the
top of the order.

Both teams lost their open-
ing matches of the tourna-
ment two days ago and al-
though defeat here will not
guarantee the end of their
run, it would make it very
difficult for them to pro-
gress to the Super 12s.
Namibia vs Netherlands,
T20 World Cup: Namibia
captain Gerhard Erasmus
won the toss and elected to
bowl. The match between
Netherlands and Namibia is
a big opportunity for both
the teams to pick up a win
in the qualifying stages. Na-

mibia lost to Sri Lanka in
their opening game, while
the Netherlands went down
against Ireland by 7 wick-
ets. So, both teams will be
hoping to bounce back and
pick up a win to give them-
selves a chance of reaching
Super 12. The netherland
cricket squad consisted
of Max ODowd, Stephan
Myburgh, Bas de Leede,
Colin Ackermann, Ryan
ten Doeschate, Scott Ed-
wards(w), Roelof van der
Merwe, Pieter Seelaar(c),
Logan van Beek, Timm
van der Gugten and Fred
Klaassen. Where as Namib-
ia XI comprised of Stephan
Baard, Zane Green(w),
Craig Williams, Gerhard
Erasmus(c), David Wiese, JJ
Smit, Michael van Lingen,
Jan Frylinck, Jan Nicol Loft-
ie-Eaton, Ruben Trumpel-
mann, Bernard Scholtz.

gave the target of 186 runs.
Africa at last ball after a
Rassie van der Dus-
making 101  runs.
Zaman made 52 runs.
brushed defend-
West Indies aside
warm-up game,
on Pollard’s side
ets with 27 balls
comprehensive all-
performance, Sha-
ridi, Imad Wasim,
Hasan Ali found
amongst the wick-
ing the run-scoring
majestic half-century
and an unbeaten 24-
Zaman put West Indies
Pakistan would be playing

match against India on 24th
Africa would be playing against
\ber and later against West India

(T20 WC: SA defeats
Pakistan in Warmup

ABU DHABI: In the T20 world
ca won the toss and chose to

cup warmup match South Afri-
bowl. Pakistan batting first

Australia on 23rd of Octo-
on 26th October. - DNA J

It was chased by South
nail biting match.
sen was prominent,
Whereas  Fakhar
Earlier Pakistan
ing champions
in their first
crushing Kier-
by seven wick-
to spare. In a
round bowling
heen Shah Af-
Haris Rauf and
themselves
ets while keep-
down, before a
from Babar Azam,
ball 46 from Fakhar
out of their misery.
its 1st T20 world cup
October. Whereas South

Deputy ruler of Dubai visits
Pak pavilion at Expo 2020

ISLAMABAD: Sheikh Maktoum bin Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum, Deputy Ruler of Dubai and Deputy
Prime Minister of the UAE visited the Pakistan pavilion
at Expo 2020 Dubai. The Expo is the first world fair to be
held in the Middle East, and Dubai, the region’s tourism,
trade and business hub, is hoping to boost its economy
by attracting 25 million business and tourist visits to the
exhibition, which has been built from scratch on 4.3 sq
km (1.7 sq mile) of desert at a cost of around $6.8 billion.
Exhibitors from almost 200 countries, including Paki-
stan, are participating, with many countries and compa-
nies looking to the expo — the first major global event
open to visitors since the coronavirus pandemic — to
boost trade and investment. “Sheikh Maktoum visited
the Pakistan Pavilion located at the Opportunity District,
which showcases the country’s diverse environmental
beauty,” told by international media.

The pavilion offers a one-of-a-kind tour of the nation’s
towering ‘peaks of progress’ in sustainability, sports,
technology and much more. With a history spanning
7,000 years, ever-evolving with art, culture and diversity,
Pakistan is one of the world’s best-kept secrets.
“During the tour, Deputy Ruler of Dubai was briefed
on the main highlights in Pakistan’s journey toward
the future through the pavilion’s huge interactive
screens.” Built from scratch on 4.3 square km of de-
sert, the Expo is divided into three sub-theme dis-
tricts: Opportunity, Mobility, and Sustainability.

The Pakistani pavilion, themed “The Hidden Treasure,”
is located in the Opportunity area. - APP

Liverpool
beat 10-man
Atletico

in thriller

MADRID: Mohamed Salah
continued his blistering run
of by scoring twice in a 3-2
victory over 10-man Atletico
Madrid as Liverpool took
charge of Group B in the
Champions League.

Salah gave Liverpool the
lead with another splendid
goal at the Wanda Metro-
politano after dancing past
three Atletico defenders
and firing in to make it
nine consecutive games the

Egyptian has scored in.

But a wild contest in Ma-
drid had several twists
and turns still to come as
Naby Keita doubled the
advantage only for Atletico
to strike twice before half-
time, Antoine Griezmann
pulling his team back into
the match and leaving Liv-
erpool looking temporarily
dishevelled.

Yet Griezmann was sent
off in the 52nd minute for
a high foot into the face
of Roberto Firmino and
Liverpool made Atleti
pay, a clumsy challenge
by Mario Hermoso on Di-
ogo Jota giving Salah the
chance to win the game
from the spot. - APP
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LAHORE: Federal Minister for IPC Dr. Fehmida Mirza giving trophy to the winning team at closing
ceremony of 66th National Track Cycling Championship PSB at Nishtar Sports Complex. — APP

Hunger still there, looking
forward for next WC: Azam

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Disappointed
Pakistani wicketkeeper-batter
Azam Khan feels sad for being
not part of the T20 World Cup
squad but still has the hunger
and was looking forward to
the next extravaganza. Azam
was initially part of Pakistan’s
T20 World Cup squad but was
replaced by former captain
Sarfaraz Ahmed, after a be-
low-par performance in the
National T20 Cup.

“It was quite sad for me, but
life goes on. I think it’s not

the last chance to play at a
World Cup. The hunger is
still there and I'm looking
forward to the next World
Cup. I'm working hard to
maintain my place in the
team but it’s all about look-
ing at yourself in the mirror
and asking who you are and
what are you doing. It’s all
about judging yourself first.
But it was quite painful not
to get into the final 15, even
though I was initially select-
ed before, but it happened at
the last moment which was
quite heart-breaking,” he
added. The right-hand batter

who has played three T20
matches for Pakistan after
making his debut against
England in July, was also dis-
appointed about being body-
shamed. “I think it does
sometimes but now I'm like,
‘Let It be, whoever wants to
talk they can talk behind my
back. I'm just going to work
on myself.” It's a slow pro-
cess, there can’t be a mira-
cle working on it. I've been
given a fitness coach. It’s
sad that people judge you
on your body but it gives me
more motivation to be better
every day,” he said.

Azam, who was son of for-
mer Pakistan wicketkeeper
Moin Khan, also brushed
aside the accusations of nep-
otism that were sometimes
held against him. “I'm the
son of a legendary cricketer,
but the people think that I
got into the team because of
my dad, it’s wrong, there are
certain performance crite-
ria. I'm working harder now
to try and maintain my place
in the team because it’s easy
to play international cricket
but if you want to stay there
you must work every single
day,” he said.

BAKU: Pakistan Ambassador to Azerbaijan Bilal Hayee met with Rector of Baku Engineering
University to discuss issues related to Pakistani students. Cooperation with Pakistani
educational institutions also discussed. — DNA

Cuba expects tourism to
rebound in November

WEB DESK

HAVANA: Cuba is expecting the country's tourism industry
to rebound in November as its high season starts, the coun-
try's Minister of Tourism Juan Carlos Garcia said Tuesday.
As nearly 90 percent of the country's population have re-
ceived at least one dose of a homegrown corona-virus vac-
cine, "the Caribbean nation is gearing up to receive interna-
tional travelers under COVID-19 safety protocols," Garcia

said at a news conference.

"Medical teams will guarantee compliance with corona-vi-
rus rules at hotel facilities," said Garcia. Many of the stiff
regulations imposed on incoming travelers are being eased,
such as quarantine of arriving foreign visitors, according to
the Cuban Ministry of Tourism. As of Nov. 15, international
passengers flying into Cuba will be able to enter with vac-
cination passports or certificates issued overseas. Unvacci-
nated foreign visitors will have to present a negative PCR
test taken less than 72 hours prior to their arrival.

Karim Benzema blackmail case trial starts

Karim Benzema, 33, has since returned to the France team and scored in Real Madrid’s victory
in Kyiv on Tuesday in the Uefa Champions League

WEB DESK

PARIS: Real Madrid striker
Karim Benzema has gone
on trial in France accused
of complicity in an attempt
to blackmail fellow football-
er Mathieu Valbuena over a
sex tape found on his phone.
He has ridiculed the charge
against him as a “masquer-
ade” and did not appear at
the court in Versailles. The
case dates back to June
2015, when the two football-
ers were at a France train-
ing camp. The saga rocked
French football and both play-
ers lost their team places.

Karim Benzema, 33, has
since returned to the France
team and scored in Real
Madrid’s victory in Kyiv on
Tuesday in the Uefa Cham-

pions League. He is on trial
with four other men accused
of trying to blackmail MrVal-
buena, who told the court on
Wednesday that football was
his life. “I knew if that video
got out it would make things
difficult with the French
team,” he said.

The sex tape case began
in 2015 when MrValbuena,
now 37, asked a man in Mar-
seille, Axel Angot, to upload
the contents of his mobile
phone to a new device.
MrAngot found sexually ex-
plicit material on the phone,
and he and another defend-
ant in the trial, Mustapha
Zouaoui, are then accused
of trying to blackmail Mr-
Valbuena by threatening to
make the tape public.

Mr Zouaoui told reporters
he had shared the tape, but

there had never been an
attempt to extort money.
Mathieu Valbuena described
being approached by an-
other defendant, Youne-
sHouass, who then told the
court the player was acting
as if nothing was wrong and
he had warned him of the se-
riousness of the issue, with-

out asking for money.

When the footballer went to
the police, an undercover
agent named Luka was giv-
en the task of negotiating on
his behalf. The defendants
are accused of approaching
a childhood friend of Mr
Benzema called Karim Ze-
nati. Then in October 2015

the Real Madrid striker ap-
proached his fellow France
player in his room at the na-
tional team’s training camp.
Mr Benzema said he had
merely tried to help his
team-mate get rid of the
compromising video, warn-
ing him: “Be careful, Math,
they’re big, big thugs.”

He then offered to put him
touch with someone he
could trust - his childhood
friend, Mr Zenati.

Police were by now tapping
their phone calls and re-
corded Mr Benzema telling
his childhood friend: “He’s
not taking us seriously.”

Mr Zenati is said to have re-
plied: “We’re here to sort it
out; if he doesn’t want that
he’ll have to deal with the
piranhas.” Meanwhile, Mr
Valbuena is said to have al-

ready told his family about
the footage on his phone.
Giving evidence at the start
of the trial, Mathieu Valbue-
na said he had never consid-
ered handing over money to
stop the video getting out.
The defence lawyers have al-
ready argued that police were
wrong to use an undercover
agent and that the agent
pushed the defendants to
demand money. But French
courts threw out the lawyers’
objections to police methods
in 2018. The trial will contin-
ue until the end of the week,
with four defendants facing
charges of attempted black-
mail and Karim Benzema
accused of complicity.

The maximum sentence
for complicity in attempted
blackmail is five years in jail
and a 75,000 (£63,000) fine.

Japan
provides
equipment
worth USD
6.59 million

FroMm Pace 01

sectors including health,
education, power and many
other. I affirm our strong
desire to further deepen
and broaden our bilateral
ties with Japan.”

“The Expanded Programme
for Immunization in Paki-
stan has a strong cold chain
system that is considered
the backbone of the pro-
gramme as it handles and
stores massive quantities
of vaccines inclusive of all
kinds of COVID-19 vaccines.
It is, however, important to
know that the cold chain
system can be risky in coun-
tries which have extreme
temperatures and the pow-
er supply is unreliable. I
am grateful to the Govern-
ment of Japan for providing
this cold chain optimization
equipment for vaccine stor-
age and ensuring quality
check as it would definitely
strengthen our existing sys-
tem,” she added.

The equipment procured
through funds from Japan,
include power generators,
voltage regulators and tem-
perature monitoring devices
which will enhance vaccine
storage capacity of EPI, espe-
cially at provincial and district
level where power outage
and voltage fluctuation is fre-
quent. The new equipment
would help to ensure opti-
mum temperature control at
storage facilities thus main-
taining the efficacy of the
Covid-19 vaccine. Japanese
funds will also be used for
strengthening the capacity of
health care staff to handle the
cold chain equipment.

Japan has extended a to-
tal of $23.5 million grant
assistance to Pakistan for
its counter-COVID19 meas-
ures including provision
of hygiene items, medical
equipment, and training of
health care staff. Speaking
at the event, Ambassador
MATSUDA stressed that
Japan has prioritized the
health sector as part of its
development cooperation
policy for Pakistan for dec-
ades, including Maternal &
Child Health, Polio Eradi-
cation, Routine Immuniza-
tion and Counter-COVID-19
measures. He expressed his
hope to open a new area of
cooperation in the future
partnership between Japan
and Pakistan in the health
sector, suggesting that tack-
ling diabetes could be one of
the candidates.

“I am looking forward

to seeing a new chapter
added to the friendship
between Japan and Paki-
stan on the occasion of the
70th anniversary of the es-
tablishment of diplomatic
relations between the two
countries next year,” the
ambassador said. As part
of COVID 19 pandemic re-
sponse UNICEF has been
assisting the Government of
Pakistan in procuring CoV-
ID-19 vaccines through the
COVAX facility. It has also
procured cold chain, labora-
tory and personal protective
equipment and handed over
to the Ministry of National
Health Services, Regula-
tions and Coordination.
“Today’s ceremony rein-
forces the high level and
longstanding support of
the Government of Japan
to UNICEF in its efforts to
procure vaccines and essen-
tial equipment for strength-
ening immunization servic-
es in Pakistan,” said Aida
Girma, UNICEF Represent-
ative in Pakistan.
“May it be routine immu-
nization or the large-scale
COVID-19 vaccination
drive, storage of vaccines
at optimum temperature is
essential to maintain their
efficacy and effectiveness.
The cold chain support
equipment being handed
over to the Ministry of Na-
tional Health Services, Reg-
ulations and Coordination
today, will help in making
vaccines available to people
across the country, espe-
cially the marginalised and
those living in hard to reach
areas, Ms. Girma said.”

US envoy in
Lebanon over
Israel border

dispute

BEIRUT: US envoy Amos
Hochstein arrived Tuesday
in Beirut in a bid to rekin-
dle moribund talks over a
maritime border dispute
between Lebanon and Israel
that is holding up oil and gas
explorations.

The newly appointed envoy
to the US-mediated talks,
a longtime close adviser
to President Joe Biden, is
also due to tackle Lebanon
s dire energy crisis in his
meetings. - APP
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Briefs

SYDNEY: Former Australi-
an cricketer Michael Slater
has been arrested over an
alleged domestic violence
incident.

The b5lyearold - now a
cricket commentator - was
arrested at his Sydney home
on Wednesday and taken to
a police station, local media
reported.

New South Wales Police con-
firmed an alleged incident
happened last week. They
have not disclosed further
details. No charges have
been laid and Mr Slater has
not commented publicly.
The former batsman was
part of the Australian crick-
et team from 1993 to 2001,
playing 74 Tests.

He has since held prominent
positions on TV but was let
go last week by Australia’s
Channel Seven, which cited
financial pressures.

Mr Slater made headlines in
May when he accused Aus-
tralian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison of having “blood
on his hands” over his re-
sponse to the pandemic.

It followed the government
issuing a two-week ban on
Australian citizens returning
from India during the height
of that nation’s coronavirus
crisis.

The father-of-three had been
in India at the time, commen-
tating for local networks on
the Indian Premier League
season. — APP

UK fines

Facebook

£50.5 mn
over takeover

LONDON: Britain’s com-
petition  watchdog  said
Wednesday it had fined
Facebook more than £50
million for failing to supply
information linked to its
takeover of Giphy.

The Competition and Mar-
kets Authority said the
fine totalling £50.5 million
($69.5 million, 60 million
euros) was imposed for
“consciously refusing to
report all the required in-
formation” concerning the
takeover of the animated
graphics startup it bought
last year. — APP

Japan’s
Mount Aso
volcano erupts

Tokyo, Oct 20 (AFP/APP):-
Japan’s Mount Aso erupted
Wednesday, spewing a giant
column of ash thousands of
metres into the sky as hikers
rushed away from the popu-
lar tourist spot.

No injuries were immedi-
ately reported after the
late-morning  eruption in
southwest Japan, which sent
rocks flying in a dramatic
blast captured by nearby
CCTV cameras.

People were warned not to
approach the volcano as it
ejected hot gas and ash as
high as 3,500 metres (11,500
feet), and sent stones tum-
bling down its grassy slopes.
Authorities were checking if
any hikers had been trapped
or injured, officials told local
media, as TV footage showed
dozens of vehicles and tour
buses parked at a nearby mu-
seum that has a clear view of
the volcano.

Pale grey torrents of ash
were seen rushing down
Aso’s slopes towards the
museum, but did not reach
the site. For those near the
mountain, “caution must be
exercised for large flying
rocks and flows of pyroclas-
tic materials”, said Japan Me-
teorological Agency official
Tomoaki Ozaki.

“Caution is warranted even
in far-away areas downwind,
as the wind may carry not
just ash but also pebbles,”
Ozaki told a televised press
conference, warning that
toxic gases may also have
been emitted. The last time
the JMA raised its warning
for Aso to Wednesday’s level
- three out of five - was when
it erupted in 2016, having
rumbled to life the previous
year after being dormant for
19 years. The agency has
been warning of increasing
volcanic activity there in re-
cent days, including a small
eruption on Thursday.
Mount Aso’s huge caldera
dominates the southwest-
ern main island of Kyushu,
where the 1,592-metre
(5,223-foot) volcano is a pop-
ular tourist draw.

Japan is one of the world’s
most volcanically active
countries. It sits on the
so-called Pacific “Ring of
Fire” where a large pro-
portion of the planet’s
quakes and volcanic erup-
tions are recorded. — APP

Heydar Aliyev archtect of
today’s Azerbaijan: Alizada

The development of bilateral relations with our freindly and neighboor country
Iran was and is always the priority in our foreign policy. Azerbaijan attaches great
importance to the relations with Iran. Iran was among one of the 1st five countries

which recognized the independence of Azerbaijan, on Dece

DNA

TEHRAN: Ambassador of Azerbaijan to Iran
Ali Alizada has said 30 years ago Azerbaijan
regained its independence for the second time
in the 20th century. Back in 1990 the people
of Azerbaijan along with the national leader of
Azerbaijan Heydar Aliyev took very important
and serious steps towards independence and
on October 18, 1991, the Supreme Council of
Azerbaijan adopted the Constitutional Act on
Restoration of the State Independence.

He expressed these words on the occasion of
30th Anniversary of Restoration of Azerbaijan
Independence.

He furtehr said, if Heydar Aliyev had not come
to power at that time at the request of our peo-
ple, Azerbaijan could find itself in a dire and
deplorable state. In 1995, the Constitution of
the independent Azerbaijan was adopted.The
political reforms carried out in Azerbaijan un-
der the leadership of National Leader were
designed for the development of democracy,
human rights, unity, progress and full protec-
tion of the interests of the country. Azerbaijan
began to develop as a modern and emerging
state and made great strides in all areas. And
this policy was and is continued by the Presi-
dent of Azerbaijan, H.E. [lham Aliev.

Along with the rapid development and dynam-
ic progress of the country, the wise policy of
the President of Azerbaijangained to Azer
baijani nation to achieve its main goal - the

I B

liberation of the occupied territories and the
restoration of the territorial integrity of the
modern, independent Azerbaijan. Due to dy-
namic development, high national spirit and
unity, professionalism and heroism of victori-
ous Azerbaijan Army, and thanks to the dedica-
tion of our martyrs, under the command of the
Supreme Commander-in-chief, Azerbaijan has
defeated aggressor Armenia which kept 20% of
Azerbaijani territories under the illegal occu-
pation for almost 30 years, and Azerbaijan has
secured its territorial integrity, put an end to
Armenian occupation and restored peace and
justice in the region.

Despite that,for all these 30 years Azerbaijan
has suffered a lot from Armenian aggression,

more than 30 thousands of Azerbaijanis have
been martyred, all cities and buildings, histori-
cal and cultural sites in occupied territories of
Azerbaijan have been destroyed, the mosques
and all religious places have been razed to the
ground or desecrated, but after the liberation
of its territories Azerbaijan has shown a sign
of godwilland called Amenia to sign a peace
agreement on mutual recognition of each oth-
er’s territorial integrity and borders.

Today Azerbaijan is a modern, developing,
self-sufficient country with strong diversified
economy, with a very high level of social pro-
tection. During these 30 years Azerbaijan has
been experiencing a period of development
that is unparalleled in the economic sphere.

mber 25, 1991

The state programs implemented during
these 30 years resulted in the creation of more
than 1 nad half millionof jobs in the regions of
Azerbaijan. Today we continue our strides on
the diversification of our economy. We serious-
ly minimized our dependence on oil and gas.
The international organizations, reliable or-
ganizations, have a very high rank for Azerbai-
jan. Azerbaijan ranks 28th out of 190 countries
in the World Bank’s Doing Business report.
Besides, Azerbaijan is among the top 10 most
reformist countries and third for the Inclusive
Development Index.

Today Azerbaijan is also known worldwide as
a reliable partnerand dignified country, the
policy of Azerbaijan is calculated for continued
cooperation, partnership, mutual understand-
ing and respect. We believe — and experience
shows that this is correct — that cooperation,
partnership, mutual understanding and re-
spect among countries can eliminate all issues
and problems.

30 years have been the years of glorious histo-
ry and in these 30 years we have also expand-
ed our international relations and bilateral ties
worldwide.

The development of bilateral relations with
our freindly and neighboor country Iran was
and is always the priority in our foreign pol-
icy. Azerbaijan attaches great importance to
the relations with Iran. Iran was among one
of the 1st five countries which recognized
the independence of Azerbaijan, on Decem-
ber 25, 1991.
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NEW YORK: Ambassador Munir Akram, Permanent Representative
of Pakistan to the UN in a meeting with Indrika Ratwatte, Director of
UNHCR’s Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific. — APP

" NBP Exchange Rates

KARACHI: Treasury Management Division of National
Bank of Pakistan (NBP) on Wednesday issued the following
exchange rates. — APP

No regional peace if Kashmiris,
Palestinians remain occupied

UNITED NATIONS: A top Pakistani diplo-
mat has warned that the Middle East and
adjacent regions will not see durable peace
while the people of Palestine and Kashmir
continue suffering under occupation, and he
advocated for a two-state solution to the Is-
raeli-Palestinian conflict.

“This oppression of the Palestinians, Kash-
miris and other Muslim populations are a ma-
jor underlying cause of the rise of extremism
and terrorism in recent decades,” Ambassador
Munir Akram said in a statement submitted to
the UN Security Council on Tuesday.

“Just solutions to such oppression and injus-
tice is essential to defeat and eliminate the
terrorism which has spread across and be-
yond the Middle East,” the Pakistani envoy
said as the 15-member Council debated the

situation in the Middle East.

He said the two-State formula, involving the
establishment of a sovereign, contiguous and
viable Palestinian state, with East Jerusalem as
its capital, living side-by-side with Israel within
recognized boundaries, offered the only solu-
tion to the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.

“The alternative to a two-State solution is
an Israeli apartheid State or, even worse, a
genocide of the Palestinian people,” Ambas-
sador Akram said, adding that “Even a world
as morally compromised as ours will not tol-
erate either outcome.

“The peoples of the Arab and Muslim world,
and other civilized nations, will not contem-
plate such outcomes. Nor, I believe, would
the people of Israel, with their enduring
memories of the Holocaust.” — APP

IMF warns Afghanistan’s crisis
will impact neighbours
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AGENCIES

LONDON: Afghanistan’s eco-
nomic woes could fuel a ref-
ugee crisis impacting neigh-
bouring countries, Turkey
and Europe, the International
Monetary Fund has said.

The economy will contract
by up to 30% this year - which
could push millions into pov-
erty and cause a humanitari-

an crisis, the fund warned.
The IMF said Afghanistan’s
neighbours would be further
hit because they rely on its
funds for trade.Bordering
Tajikistan has said it can’t
afford to take in many more
refugees.With foreign assets
frozen and most non-human-
itarian aid halted, inflows of
cash to Afghanistan have all
but dried up.

In its regional economic out-

look, the fund said: “A large
influx of refugees could put
a burden on public resources
in refugee-hosting countries,
fuel labour market pressures,
and lead to social tensions,
underscoring the need for
assistance from the interna-
tional community.”

While it’s unclear how many
Afghan refugees there would
be, the IMF estimates that
if there were to be a mil-

lion more, hosting them
would cost Tajikistan $100m
(£72m), Iran $300m and Paki-
stan $500m.Last month Tajik-
istan said it could not afford to
take in large numbers of refu-
gees unless it received inter-
national financial assistance
while other Central Asian na-
tions have said they have no
plans to host refugees.

The country used to receive
huge amounts in foreign aid.

e

ISTANBUL: A delegation of Islamabad Women Chamber of Commerce and Industry visited
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Consulate General of Pakistan, Istanbul to explore bilateral trade opportunities in different
sectors. The delegation participated in BeautyWorld Istanbul exhibition. — DNA

The President of Uzbekistan proposed to identify the development of industrial cooperation
as a key issue on the economic agenda in the CIS in 2022 to comprehensively support joint
projects and establish long-term business contacts

DNA

TASHKENT: President of
the Republic of Uzbekistan
Shavkat Mirziyoyev attended
the CIS Heads of State Coun-
cil meeting via videoconfer-
ence.

The summit, chaired by the
President of the Republic of
Belarus Alexander Lukashen-
ko, was also attended by the
President of the Republic
of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev,
Prime Minister of the Re-
public of Armenia Nikol
Pashinyan, President of the
Republic of Kazakhstan Kass-
ym-Jomart Tokayev, Presi-
dent of the Kyrgyz Republic
Sadyr Zhaparov, Prime Minis-
ter of the Republic of Moldo-
va Natalia Gavrili a, President
of the Russian Federation
Vladimir Putin, President
of the Republic of Tajikistan

Emomali Rahmon, President
of Turkmenistan Gurbanguly
Berdimuhamedov, Chairman
of the Executive Committee
- Executive Secretary of the
CIS Sergey Lebedev.
Following the agenda, the
heads of delegations ex-
changed views on the devel-
opment and achievements of
multilateral cooperation over
the 30 years of the Organi-
zation’s activity, considered
issues of further expansion of
interaction in the economic,
legal and cultural-humanitari-
an spheres, as well as in com-
bating modern challenges
and threats to security and
stability in the region.

In his speech, the Head of
the state presented a vision
of key areas for strengthening
partnership within the CIS.
The importance of ensuring
sustainable economic growth
in the CIS countries was high-

lighted. In the context of the
consequences of the pandem-
ic, the positive dynamics of
trade-economic cooperation
remain. Thus, since the begin-
ning of this year, the volume
of bilateral trade between
Uzbekistan and CIS partners

has increased by almost a
third. At the same time, both
quantitative and qualitative
growth of trade turnover indi-
cators is observed.

At the same time, the need
for the full functioning of free

trade zone in the Common-
wealth space without excep-
tions and restrictions was
emphasized. In this regard,
it is proposed to prepare
recommendations on further
liberalization of trade policy
within the framework of the

- ANEBN
Association based on a com-
prehensive analysis.

The President of Uzbekistan
proposed to identify the de-
velopment of industrial coop-
eration as a key issue on the
economic agenda in the CIS

in 2022 to comprehensively
support joint projects and
establish long-term business
contacts.

Currently, at the initiative of
the Uzbek side, an appropri-
ate long-term cooperation
program is being prepared.
Next year, Uzbekistan will
host a forum and exhibition of
industrial cooperation of the
Commonwealth.

The Head of the state focused
on the need to further devel-
op the system of effective
interregional and transcon-
tinental transport corridors,
including by reducing tariffs
and simplifying cargo trans-
portation procedures.
Uzbekistan also stands for
the active promotion of joint
innovative programs and sup-
porting startup projects in-
volving young entrepreneurs.
An initiative has been put for-
ward to develop a program of

cooperation between technol-
ogy and IT parks in the Com-
monwealth countries.

The importance of strength-
ening the activities of the
CIS Economic Council by
involving representatives of
business circles and regions
of the countries in its work
was also noted.

In addition, special attention
was paid to the issues of coun-
tering climate change and
promoting the green agen-
da, consolidating efforts to
ensure biosafety, improving
the labor market, as well as
restoring mutual tourist flow
and enhancing cultural-hu-
manitarian exchange.
Speaking about the situation
in Afghanistan, the President
of Uzbekistan stressed the
expediency of continuing to
provide humanitarian and
economic assistance to the
Afghan people.

Floods,
landslides kill
116 in India
and Nepal

DEHRADUN: More than
100 people have died in sev-
eral days of massive flooding
and devastating landslides
that swept away roads and
houses in India and Nepal,
officials said Wednesday,
with scores more missing.
In Uttarakhand in northern
India, officials said that 46
people had died in recent
days with 11 missing. In
Kerala in the south chief
minister Pinarayi Vijayan
said that the death toll had
hit 39 there.

At least 30 of those in Ut-
tarakhand were killed in
seven separate incidents
in the Nainital region early
Tuesday, after cloudbursts
- an ultra-intense deluge
of rain - triggered a series
of landslides and destroyed
several structures.

Five of the dead were from
a single family whose house
was buried by a massive
landslide, local official
Pradeep Jain told AFP.
Another landslide in the
northern Almora district
killed five people after huge
rocks and a wall of mud de-
molished and engulfed their
home. At least six others
were killed on Monday in
two remote districts of the
Himalayan state. The Indian
Meteorological Department
extended and widened its
weather alert on Tuesday,
predicting heavy to very
heavy rainfall in the region.
The weather office said sev-
eral areas were drenched by
more than 400 millimetres
(16 inches) of rainfall on
Monday, causing landslides
and flooding. — APP

China, UK
have potential
for co-op in
climate
protection

LONDON: China and Britain
enjoy enormous potential for
practical cooperation in the
area of environmental protec-
tion, said Tuesday Chinese
Ambassador to Britain Zheng
Zeguang.

Zheng made the remarks dur-
ing an online Joint Press Con-
ference by China’s Ministry
of Ecology and Environment
and the Chinese Embassy in
Britain on the issues of biodi-
versity and climate response,
ahead of the upcoming Unit-
ed Nations Climate Change
Conference (COP26) in Glas-
gow, Scotland. He said the
two countries’ cooperation in
environmental protection can
be carried out in two areas:
policy coordination and prac-
tical cooperation.

In terms of policy coordina-
tion, the first priority for the
two sides at the moment is to
make sure the second part
of COP15 and the upcoming
COP26 are real successes, he
said, adding that China is sin-
cere in stepping up its com-
munication and cooperation
with Britain and other signa-
tory parties for that purpose.
The first part of the 15th
meeting of the Conference of
the Parties to the UN Conven-
tion on Biological Diversity
(COP15) was held from Oct.
11 to 15 in Kunming, capital
of China’s Yunnan Province,
to be followed by the second
part next year. — APP

Baku accuses
Armenia
of ethnic
cleansing

HAGUE: Azerbaijan’s offi-
cials on Tuesday accused Ar-
menia of “ethnic cleansing”
as a second case related to
the conflict between the two
countries opened at the UNs’
top court.

Azerbaijan’s Deputy Foreign
Minister Elnur Mammadov
said Armenia continues to lay
landmines in Nagorno-Kara-
bakh even after a ceasedfire
ended a six-week war in the
disputed region late last year.
Last week, the International
Court of Justice held hearings
into a complaint brought by
Armenia against Azerbaijan,
also related to last year’s war
that left more than 6,600 peo-
ple dead.

The “campaign of ethnic
cleansing and incitement to
violence against Azerbaija-
nis is ongoing,” Elnur Mam-
madov told the court.
Azerbajjani lawyers argued
that laying the mines is a
continuation of Armenia’s
decades-long ethnic cleans-
ing and part of an attempt to
clear these areas from Azer-
baijanis.

Azerbajjan and Armenia ac-
cuse each other of violating
the International Convention
on the Elimination of All
Forms of Racial Discrimina-
tion, to which both countries
are parties. — APP
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Syria: Deadly
blaston
military hus
in Damascus

DNA

DAMASCUS: A bomb attack
on a military bus in central
Damascus has killed at least
13 people, Syrian state
media say.The vehicle was
targeted with two explosive
devices as it passed under
Jisr al-Rais bridge shortly af-
ter dawn, Sana news agency
reported.

Video from the scene
showed the charred remains
of the bus, which was com-
pletely burnt out.Although
Syria has been embroiled in
civil war for a decade, such
attacks in the capital are in-
creasingly rare.
Wednesday’s bombing was
reportedly the deadliest
in central Damascus since
March 2017, when at least
31 people were killed in a
suicide attack claimed by
the jihadist group Islamic
State (IS).

Syria has been devastated
by a conflict that erupt-
ed after President Bashar
al-Assad’s government re-
sponded with deadly force
to peaceful pro-democracy
protests in March 2011.
The fighting has left at
least 350,000 people dead,
according to the United
Nations, and caused half
the population to flee their
homes, including almost six
million refugees abroad.

Germany
arrests two
ex-soldiers

BERLIN: Police on Wednes-
day arrested two former
German soldiers accused of
trying to form a “terrorist”
paramilitary group to fight
in Yemen’s civil war, prose-
cutors said.

The two men had taken
steps to “create a paramili-
tary unit of 100 to 150 men”
composed of former police
officers and soldiers, the
Karlsruhe federal prosecu-
tor’s office said in south-
western Germany.

Named as Arend-Adolf G.
and Achim A., both Ger
man citizens, the pair are
accused of starting to plan
their “terrorist organisa-
tion” in early 2021.
Arend-Adolf G., who was
responsible for recruitment,
had already contacted at
least seven people in the
hope of bringing them on
board “to intervene in the
civil war in Yemen”, the
prosecutors said.

Both suspects were “aware
that the unit they were to
command would inevitably
have to carry out acts of
killing during their mission”
and also expected civilians
to be killed and injured, the
prosecutors said. — APP

‘Speedy
vaccination
drive best
way to keep
schools open’

ISLAMABAD: Special Assis-
tant to the Prime Minister
(SAPM) on Health Dr Faisal
Sultan Wednesday said that
the vaccination programme
is getting momentum in the
country as a speedy jabs of
coronavirus will only way to
keep school open.

Talking to a private news
channel, he said the pandem-
ic has already caused the
most catastrophic disruption
to education in last few years,
therefore parents should get
their children vaccinated
against Covid-19.

“Vaccines would be the best
defence against Covid-19 and
vaccination would makes chil-
dren less likely to catch the
virus”, he added.

He hoped that with the great
support of parents and com-
munities the government’s
national programme against
Coronavirus would achieved
the targets soon, adding,
everyone should continue
their concerted efforts to
overcome the hurdles in the
last mile to eradication.
Replying a query, he said par-
ents were being taken into
confidence for the vaccination
in schools as vaccination is
necessary for the continua-
tion of the teaching process
and the safety of children.

He expressed his confidence
that government is “absolute-
ly confident of being able to
meet its ambitious targets by
end of December. — APP

Uzbekistan envoy stresses
people to people contacts

CGSS, Uzbekistan embassy organlze roundtable at the embassy

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: A Roundtable
conference was arranged to
discuss “New Uzbekistan-
New Elections”. The round-
table was jointly organized by
Embassy of the Republic of
Uzbekistan to Pakistan and
Center for Global & Strategic
Studies (CGSS), Islamabad,
Pakistan.

Aybek Arif Usmanov, Am-
bassador of the Republic of
Uzbekistan to Pakistan in his
opening remarks stated that
people to people contact is
very significant for regional
connectivity. The economic
cooperation is very important
keeping in view the current
global developments. HisEx-
cellency also stated that Pa-
kistan is the transit hub for
international trade. Pakistan
and Uzbekistan have pro-
moted peace and stability in
the region. At this occasion,
special editions two maga-
zines “Peace Internation-
al’and “Diplomatic Focus”,
devotedto Uzbekistan were
also presented. His Excellen-
cythanked and payed tribute
to the journalist community
of Pakistan for playing a vital
role in further cementing the

brotherly ties between both
nations.

Khalid Taimur Akram, Exec-
utive Director, CGSSstated
that CGSS has taken several
initiatives to promote Cen-
tral & South Asia connec-
tivity. CGSS has engaged
various universities across
Pakistan in this regard.
Grand initiative of Central
and South Asian regional
connectivity by His Excel-
lency Shavkat Mirziyoyev
has proved to be a milestone
development for regional
integration. Pakistan and
Uzbekistan embarked on a
new journey of prosperity,
enhancing bilateral coop-
eration, joint ventures for
regional peace and stability,

and strengthening economic
and strategic partnerships.
Major General Syed Khalid
Amir Jaffery HI(M), (Retd)
in his keynote speech stat-
ed that our countries and
people have always been
connected. Our bilateral
ties including trade, cul-
ture, religion and people
to people connectivity is
enhancing with the pass-
ing time. He stated that
all these initiatives are
very important so that our
youth gets to know each
other. Therefore, interac-
tion must be promoted be-
tween both the countries.
Dr. Zarmina Baloch, Assis-
tant Professor. Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto Women’s

University, Peshawar dis-
cussed His Excellency
Shavkat Mirziyoyev’s initi-
atives for regional connec-
tivity. She stated that his
visionary leadership has
made it possible for the
countries to connect and
prosper.President Shavkat
Mirziyoyev of the Republic
of Uzbekistan due to his

exceptional =~ commercial
diplomacy and inventive
leadership has achieved

greater regional connec-
tivity.

Prof. Dr. Shabir Ahmad Khan,
Director, Area Study Center
(Russia, China & Central
Asia), University of Peshawar
stated that Pakistan will serve
as a gateway for Uzbekistan.

He explained why Uzbekistan
is exceptional in Central Asia,
he stated that Uzbekistan is a
model of gradual reforms and
prioritizing economy over pol-
itics and this model has mode
Uzbekistan successful.

He stated that during the
Presidency of Shavkat Mirzi-
yoyev many issues have been
resolved with consensus. He
also praised His Excellency
Aybek Arif Usmanov, Am-
bassador of the Republic of
Uzbekistan to Pakistan for
playing a leading role in Cen-
tral and South Asia connec-
tivity.He stated that smooth
border crossing will ensure a
good market and Uzbekistan
has become the voice of all
regional states.

The Roundtable was followed
by the Book Launch cere-
mony that is compiled and
published by CGSS on the
idea of Central & South Asia
Connectivity. The title of the
book is “Shavkat Mirziyoyev
- A Visionary Statesman”.
This Book isa collection of
Research Articles written by
senior academicians from var-
ious universities of Pakistan
and practitioners from vari-
ous sectors.

This is the first time that a
Book of this kind has been
published by any institute
in Pakistan highlighting the
fruitful initiatives of the Uz
bek President and can prove
to a cornerstone in promoting
this vision globally.

>ISLAMABAD~:> PM Imran chairs the meeting of PTI Core Committee. — APP
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Zahir Jaffer tries to
hamper corut proceedigns

before the court.

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: A district and sessions court in
Islamabad on Wednesday scolded Zahir Jaffer,
the main accused in the Noor Mukadam mur-
der case, for violating the court’s decorum.
Zahir earned the court’s ire after he attempt-
ed to speak again and again to interrupt the
proceedings. The district and sessions judge
ordered the police to silence the accused and
the police complied with the orders.

Earlier, the police produced Zahir Jaffer, his
father Zakir Jaffer and mother Asmat Adamjee

\The counsel of the accused apprised the

~

court that his clients have challenged their
indictment in the case at the Islamabad High

Court. Notices have been issued in this re-

gard, the lawyer added.

Meanwhile, the public prosecutor told the
court that the witnesses have been called for
fingerprinting.

The court adjourned the hearing till 1:30pm
today and sent the accused to ‘bakhshi khana’.
On October 18, the Supreme Court accepted
the bail plea of Zahir’'s mother, Asmat Adam-
jee, who is one of the other accused individ-
uals in the murder case. However, the apex
court rejected the bail plea of Zahir’s father,

Zakir Jaffer. The Supreme Court ordered Ad-

amjee to submit bail bonds worth Rs1 million)

Pak-Vietnam talks on
PTA to be held in Nov:
Vietnam’s Envoy

ASEAN is a very effective trading bloc of the
world and has signed the FTAs with China, Japan,
Australia and New Zealand from which all the
regional countries are benefiting

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Vietnam
Ambassador to Pakistan,
Nguyen Tien Phong on
Wednesday said that talks
on further progress on
the proposed Preferential
Trade Agreement (PTA)
between Pakistan and Viet-
nam are likely to take place
in mid-November this year.
The bilateral talks on the
proposed PTA to be held
under the framework of the
upcoming ‘5th Viet Nam -
Pakistan Subcommittee on
Trade’ he said.

In the Subcommittee
meeting both sides will dis-
cuss the two top agendas
of bilateral trade and in-
vestment, the PTA and the
agreement on investment
Promotion Protection, the
ambassador said.

The ambassador said that
the fifth round of talks un-
der the Trade Subcommit-
tee will also discuss the oth-

er issues of bilateral trade
and investment cooperation
between the two countries.
He said that after signing
of the PTA, the talks on
the Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) would also be expect-
ed to increase the trade
volume between the two
countries. He said that at
present there is a bilateral
trade of about US$700 mil-
lion between the two coun-
tries, which is far below its
potential, there is a need to
enhance the trade volume,
with an aim of US$1 billion
in the coming 1-2 years.
Responding to a question,
he said that the main reason
for the decline in bilateral
trade volume between the
two countries, apart from
the impact of the corona
pandemic, was lack of mu-
tual awareness between the
two sides, which needed to
be improved in the future.
Regarding multilateral trade
in Association of SouthEast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and

Pakistan’s trade interests
with this trading bloc, the
Vietnamese = Ambassador
said that Vietnam, being an
active important member of
ASEAN, would play its full
role in paving the way for
trade to Pakistan.

He said that ASEAN is a
very effective trading bloc
of the world and has signed
the FTAs with China, Ja-
pan, Australia and New
Zealand from which all the
regional countries are ben-
efiting. Ambasador Phong
said that Pakistan also has
good trade and economic
relations with ASEAN coun-
tries, which need to be fur-
ther enhanced.

The ambassador said that
the Golden Jubilee of dip-
lomatic relations between
Pakistan and Vietnam in
2022, would be marked in
a dignified manner in which
the development of bilateral
diplomatic and trade rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries would be reaffirmed.

Moscow
1mposes
new Covid

curbs as daily
deaths break
record

AGENCIES

MOSCOW: Moscow’s mayor
announced four months of
stay-home restrictions for
unvaccinated over-60s on
Tuesday and the Russian
government proposed a
week-long workplace shut-
down as the national death
toll from Covid-19 hit yet an-
other daily high.

The moves reflected a grow-
ing sense of urgency from
the authorities as they con-
front fast-rising cases and
widespread public reluc-
tance to get injected with
the Russian-made Sputnik
V vaccine. Moscow, a city
of 12.7 million, ordered
people over the age of 60 to
stay home for four months
starting on Oct. 25 unless
they are vaccinated or have
recovered from Covid, and
for businesses to move at
least 30% of their staff to
remote work.

“The number of people hos-
pitalised with a severe form
of the disease is increasing
every day,” Moscow Mayor
Sergei Sobyanin wrote on
his website.

“The most alarming thing
is the situation with Covid
infection among the older
generation,” he added, say-
ing over-60s accounted for
60% of patients, nearly 80%
of people on ventilators, and
86% of deaths.

EU
lawmakers
call for
ending border
pushbacks

NEews DEsk

BRUSSELS: The Social-
ists and Democrats (S&D)
group of the European
Parliament on Wednesday
urged the European Com-
mission to act against push-
backs of migrants on the
bloc’s external borders.
Addressing European Com-
mission President Ursula
von der Leyen, the sec-
ond-largest group of EU law-
makers urged her “to take
all the necessary actions to
put a stop to the inhumane
policy of pushbacks that
taints us all as Europeans.”
“A Union of values starts
at its external borders with
the treatment of the most
vulnerable who come to us
seeking protection,” they
pointed out, criticizing “the
untenable situation regard-
ing the respect for funda-
mental rights, in particular
the right to international
protection and the princi-
ple of non-refoulement at
the external borders of the
Union.”

During the Patriotic War government and people of Pakistan morally and politically
supported Azerbaljan Ambassador Khazar Farhadov

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Speaker of National As-
sembly of Pakistan Asad Qaisar has said
Pakistan and Azerbaijan enjoy close
brotherly relations, manifested by the
tremendous goodwill existing between
the leadership and people of the two
countries. Our relationship is based on
common faith, shared ideals and a mu-
tual desire to live in peace and dignity.
Whether it is the issue of Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir or Karabagh, the
fraternity of our countries has resonated
together on regional and international
platforms in support of each other. The
whole world is witness to the strong
bonds of fraternity that bind our two na-
tions.

Speaker Asad Qaisar expressed these
views while speaking on the occasion of
30th anniversary of restoration of inde-
pendence of Azerbaijan.

He said, on 27 September, people of
Azerbaijan commemorated the Memori-
al Day to honor their shaheeds who laid
down their lives in defence of mother-
land.

In order to demonstrate our love for the
brotherly people of Azerbaijan, the Re-
membrance Day was also celebrated in
Pakistan. The building of Pakistan Mon-
ument in Islamabad which is the symbol
of Pakistan’s unity and territorial integri-
ty, was lit with the colors of Azerbaijani
flag.

The victory of Azerbaijan in last year’s
war was a remarkable feat. No wonder,
the liberation of Azerbaijani territories
was also celebrated in Pakistan. The
leadership, armed forces and people of
Azerbaijan deserve appreciation for this

| accomplishment, he added.

He said, during his visit to beautiful city
of Baku in July, a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding was signed between the two
parliaments. This document has laid the
foundation of a long term and sustaina-
ble cooperation. A trilateral meeting of
Speakers of three brotherly countries
of Azerbaijan, Turkey and Pakistan also
took place during my visit.

Ambassador of Azerbaijan Khazar Far-
hadov in his speech said, this year, on
October 18, the Republic of Azerbaijan
celebrates the 30th anniversary of the
restoration of independence.

History proves that maintaining inde-
pendence is much more difficult than
gaining it. In a one century Azerbaijan

had to restore its sovereignty twice. The
first time it was relatively short period,
and the Azerbaijan Democratic Repub-
lic, the first republic in the Muslim world
history established in 1918 but existed
for only 23 months.

The ambassador further said, Azerbaijan
was able to secure its state independ-
ence after the collapse of the Soviet
Union in the 1991. The Constitutional
Act on the State Independence of Azer-
baijan was adopted on October 18, 1991
by the Supreme Council of the Republic
of Azerbaijan. And Azerbaijani people
gained their long-awaited freedom after
years of oppression. On March 2, 1992,
Azerbaijan became a member of the UN.

The first years of independence were
not easy for the young sovereign coun-
try and faced enormous difficulties. On
the one hand, the Armenian military ag-
gression continued, on the other hand,
the economy was paralyzed due to the
collapse of the existing system. There
were serious threats and risks to the
Azerbaijani statehood. It was during this
difficult period that the great leader of
Azerbaijan Heydar Aliyev came to the
power in 1993 at the insistent demand
of my people. Great leader eliminated
chaos and anarchy in economic and po-
litical life of the country. Independent
Azerbaijan has outlined a new course of
development, making the independence

eternal and irreversible.

Today, under the leadership of President
Ilham Aliyev, Azerbaijan is one of the
fastest growing countries in the world.
As the President of the Republic of
Azerbaijan has said there is no more
administrative territorial unit called Na-
gorno-Karabakh in Azerbaijan. The Kara-
bakh economic zone was established on
the basis of a decree that the President
of the Republic of Azerbaijan signed on
7 July, this year.

And I would like to stress that Pakistan
was one of the first countries that rec-
ognized the independence of Azerbai-
jan, demonstrating strong and valuable
support over all these years. During the
Patriotic War government and people of
Pakistan morally and politically support-
ed us, National Assembly and Senate of
Pakistan adopted resolutions condemn-
ing Armenian aggression and supporting
Azerbaijan’s just position to restore its
territorial integrity.

This is a true demonstration of broth-
erhood. Azerbaijan, fully supports the
settlement of the Kashmir issue in ac-
cordance with the relevant UN Security
Council resolutions.

He added, it was gratifying that the for-
mat of trilateral cooperation between
the three brotherly countries, Azerbai-
jan, Pakistan and Turkey, established in
2017 at the level of foreign ministers, ex-
panded towards the level of Speakers of
Parliament, and also among Ministries
of Defense. Beside the brilliant bilateral
and trilateral relations we have always
had a tradition of cooperation in the
international organizations as well. The
main reason of this success is support
of and respect to norms and principles
of international law by our countries, the
ambassador concluded.
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