
Ties with EU: Pakistan 
grateful to Spain: FM

Shujaat Hamza / DNA
ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi 
has said that Pakistan is grateful to Spain for its support 
at the European Union and other forums. The foreign 
Minister was addressing an event marking the 70th 
anniversary of the establishment of Pakistan-Spain dip-
lomatic relations. Qureshi said that it was Pakistan’s 
national poet, the great Muhammad Iqbal who in 1933 
visited Spain and went to see the Mosque of Cordoba. 
Iqbal was so moved by the magnificence and solemnity of 
the Mosque, he penned his now immortal poem in hom-
age, called Masjid-i-Qartaba (The Mosque of Cordoba). 
Iqbal saw the Mosque as a cultural landmark of Islam. 
In fact, if you glance towards these magnificent petals 
above me, you will see a portrait of Allama Iqbal etched 
into the stone. Deliberating upon the importance of peo-
ple-to-people contacts, Qureshi said it is the people of 

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador Manuel Duran of Spain apprising FM Shah Mehmood Qureshi of 
picture exhibition during an event to mark 70th anniversary of diplomatic relations. – DNA

Qureshi says that since establishment of our 
diplomatic relations 70 years ago, our ties have grown 

DG ISI pays 
farewell 

call on PM
PM appreciated 
the efforts and 
services of Lt 

Gen Faiz Hameed 
as DG ISI

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Director-Gen-
eral of Inter-Services Intelli-
gence (DG ISI) Lieutenant 
General Faiz Hameed paid 
farewell call to Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan in Islamabad 
Thursday. In the farewell 
meeting, the PM appreciat-
ed the efforts and services 
of Lieutenant General Faiz 
Hameed as DG ISI for the 
country. He also expressed 
their best wishes for Lt Gen 
Faiz Hameed on his new as-
signment as the Peshawar 
Corps Commander.
A day earlier, the DG ISI 
paid a farewell visit to Presi-
dent Dr Arif Alvi at the Pres-
idential Palace, where the 
President, too, appreciated 
the efforts and services of 
Lt Gen Hameed as DG ISI 
for the country’s security.

(Picture on Page 07)

CAA launches 
online app

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan 
Civil Aviation Authority 
(PCAA) has launched an app 
for identifying and reporting 
hazards, risky incidents, 
accidents and safety issues 
witnessed during air travel 
directly to the authority, it 
emerged on Thursday.
The Android app, called 
the “Voluntary Hazard/In-
cident Reporting System”, 
is available on the Google 
Play store. According to 
a statement issued by the 
PCAA, the app covers a 
wide range of reporting 
areas, including “hazard, 
incident, accident, dam-
age, deficiency, violation, 
failure and services”.
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West taking 

Russia 
too lightly

DNA
MOSCOW: President 

V l a d i m i r 
Putin said 
on Thurs-
day that the 
West was 
taking Rus-

sia’s warnings not to cross 
its “red lines” too lightly 
and that Moscow needed 
serious security guaran-
tees from the West. In a 
wide-ranging foreign policy 
speech, the Kremlin lead-
er also described relations 
with the United States as 
“unsatisfactory” but said 
Russia remained open to 
dialogue with Washington. 
The Kremlin said in Sep-
tember that NATO would 
overstep a Russian red line 
if it expanded its military in-
frastructure in Ukraine.

Joint 
session a 
black day

DNA
QUETTA: Molana Fazal 

ur Rehamn 
T h u r s d a y 
said at-
tempts are 
being made 
to control 

the electoral process of the 
country before the general 
elections of 2023. Address-
ing an Ulema convention in 
Quetta, Fazl said termed 
July 25, 2018, as a “black 
day” when, he added, the 
general elections were 
rigged in the country. “Yes-
terday was also a black day 
in parliament,” said Fazl, 
who also heads the anti-gov-
ernment PDM alliance.  
He further added that the 
country was “no one’s 
property” and would be run 
with the “will of the people 
and the Constitution”.

Taking steps 
to curb 
inflation

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Adviser to 

the Prime 
Minister on 
Finance and 
R e v e n u e , 
S h a u k a t 
Tarin on 

Thursday said the govern-
ment has taken pragmatic 
steps to tackle the inflation, 
stabilize foreign exchange 
and increase productivity. 
Adviser stressed that pri-
ority sectors such as mod-
ernization of agriculture, 
Information Technology 
(IT) and industry were vital 
for increase in exports and 
economic growth.
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Babar vows to 
continue winning 
momentum

 ‘Worse than 
martial law’; 

Opp. slams govt
Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: The joint Opposition on 
Thursday lashed out at the government 
for bulldozing more than three dozen bills 
in a joint sitting of Parliament, terming 
the move “worse than martial law”.
In Wednesday’s joint session of Parlia-
ment, a record 33 bills were passed in a 
single day, including the controversial 
bills related to the use of electronic voting 
machines (EVMs) and the Internation-
al Court of Justice. PPP Senator Sherry 
Rehman, speaking during a press con-
ference in Islamabad along with PML-N 
Secretary-General Ahsan Iqbal, said: “The 
events that transpired yesterday in the 
assembly were not even witnessed during 
Musharraf’s era [...] it was worse than 
martial law.” The PPP lawmaker said the 
government had “trampled” democracy 
in Parliament by getting the bills passed 
through an “artificial majority”. “We will 
challenge these bills at every forum pos-
sible,” she said. PML-N leader Iqbal said 
it was the “blackest day” in the history 
of Parliament, expressing the hope that 

Continued on Page 06

PM all praise
for voting
legislation

Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan 
Thursday said that voting right to overseas 
Pakistanis provided through Wednesday’s 
legislation, would not only enrich their im-
portance but also enable them to keep a 
check on governments using their power of 
vote. “Every government will be compelled to 
value the overseas Pakistanis because (now) 
they can vote. When they will vote, they will 
elect a government which will ease their 
lives,” he said addressing the launching cer-
emony of a portal to help the expatriates get 
digitally verified their power of attorney.
He said in democracy, the voters could keep a 
check on their government through their vote. 
As the overseas Pakistanis were around nine 
million in number, the governments would be 
forced to value them duly. Secondly, he said the 
legislation on the use of EVM in elections was 
also made possible as NADRA made it easier to 
ensure election using the latest technology. He 
said as the technology had changed the world 
altogether, its non-usage would be nothing but 
a silly approach. He recalled that the Election 
Commission in 2008 and a judicial commis-
sion in 2015 had also recommended the use of 
EVM to ensure holding a transparent election. 
He viewed that in fact those desiring to take 
advantage of old system would never let the 
change to come in. He also mentioned the re-
sistance faced by the government from within 
the Utility Stores and FBR when it tried to au-
tomate their working to bring in transparency. 

Continued on Page 06

says provision of voting rights will 
enhance expatriates’ importance; 

technolohy must be used

TLP chief 
Saad Rizvi 
released
Bureau Report

L A H O R E : 
T e h r e e k -
e - L a b b a i k 
P a k i s t a n 
(TLP) chief 
Saad Rizvi 

has been released from jail 
and later reached the Reh-
matul Lil Alameen Mosque, 
a party spokesperson said 
Thursday. Rizvi was taken 
into custody on deputy com-
missioner Lahore’s direc-
tives in April shortly after 
the party announced coun-
trywide protests. The TLP 
chief has been released af-
ter a reference, filed in the 
Supreme Court’s federal 
review board for his deten-
tion, was withdrawn. Riz-
vi’s release follows days of 
protests staged by the then 
proscribed party.

A.M.Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Italian Ambassa-
dor to Pakistan Andreas Ferra-
rese Thursday called on Senator 
Dr. Shahzad Waseem, Leader of 
the House in the Senate and dis-
cussed issues of mutual interest.
Senator Dr. Shahzad Waseem said 
that Pakistan was keen to further 
enhance bilateral relations, trade 
and economic ties with Italy and 
there is need to enhance the ex-
change of parliamentary and trade 
delegations to further strengthen 
people-to-people contacts.
Leader of the House said that re-
cent joint sitting of the Parliament 
of Pakistan was a historic in which 
legislation was enacted fulfilling 
the longstanding demand of Paki-
stanis abroad for the right to vote, 
said a news release. He said that 
150,000 Pakistanis are currently 
living in Italy. Pakistani Diaspora 
is playing a vital role in the de-
velopment and prosperity of both 

Italy and Pakistan.  He said that 
Pakistanis residing in Italy were 
contributing around 600 million 
dollars in foreign exchange to Pa-

kistan. He thanked leadership of 
Italy for its support on GSP Plus. 
Dr. Shahzad Waseem said that the 
bilateral trade volume needs to be 

further increased.  “There are vast 
opportunities for trade and invest-
ment in various fields between the 
two countries. Italian investors 

can benefit from investing in Paki-
stan. Italy has a prominent place 
among European countries”.  
Ambassador of Italy said that there 
are vast investment opportunities in 
Pakistan which will be fully utilized. 
Ambassador appreciated the role 
played by government of Pakistan in 
providing humanitarian assistance 
for safe evacuation of foreigners 
from Afghanistan. Leader of the 
House reiterated that Pakistan 
strives for peace and development 
in the region and will continue to 
play its positive role for peace. 
Senator Dr. Shahzad Waseem 
while referring to the efforts of 
Prime Minister Imran Khan re-
garding issue of climate change 
said that the environment friend-
ly policies of the Government of 
Pakistan were very well received 
at the international level. The 
Italian Ambassador remarked that 
the Pakistani community in Italy 
was playing a positive role in the 
development of Italy and acts as a 
bridge between the two countries.

‘Pak keen to enhance bilateral relations with Italy’
Dr Shahzad expressed these views in a meeting with Italian Ambassador Andreas Ferrarese

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Italy, Andreas Ferrarese calls on Leader of the House 
in Senate, Dr. Shahzad Waseem. – DNA

Afghanistan on brink of 
catastrophe; UN warns

News Desk

NEW YORK: The UN envoy 
for Afghanistan says the 
country is “on the brink of a 
humanitarian catastrophe”, 
urging the international 
community to find ways to 
provide financial support 
to the Afghan people, who 
“feel abandoned”.
Deborah Lyons said an esti-
mated 60 percent of Afghan-
istan’s 38 million people 
are facing crisis levels of 
hunger in a food emergency 
that will likely worsen over 
the winter.  “Now is not the 
time to turn away from the 
Afghan people,” Lyons said 
at a press conference on 
Wednesday at the UN.
“To abandon the Afghan 
people now would be a his-
toric mistake – a mistake 
that has been made before 
with tragic consequences,”

Continued on Page 06

Schools, colleges 
behind extremism, 

not Madressahs
Ch Fawad says Islam always 
advocated for tolerance and 

peaceful coexistence in the society

Mahnoor Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Information and Broadcast-
ing Fawad Chaudhry on 
Thursday said it is schools 
and colleges that are the 
major reason behind ex-
tremism, not madressahs, 
as is the popular belief. "In 
the 90s, teachers were ap-
pointed to preach extrem-
ism," the information min-
ister said, while addressing 
the launching ceremony of 
“Charter of Peace”, organ-
ised by Pakistan Institute 
of Peace Studies. Chaudhry 
said the state and govern-

ment are "not fully pre-
pared" to deal with extrem-
ism, adding that they had 
to "take a step back" while 
dealing with the Tehreek-
e-Labbaik Pakistan (TLP). 
The information minister 
said the country faces "no 
danger from America or 
Europe". Pakistan faces 

Continued on Page 06

Cultural ties with Pak 
priority: Spanish envoy

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Ambassa-
dor of Spain Manuel Du-
ran has said Spain and 
Pakistan enjoy excellent 
relations adding cultur-
al relations being given 
new dimensions. He ex-
pressed these views while 
speaking on the occasion 
of a function arranged to 
celebrate 70 years of Pak-
Spain friendship.  Foreign 
Minister Shah Mahmood 

Qureshi was the chief 
guest.  Guests enjoyed live 
Flamenco and Pakistani 
music. A photo exhibition 
was also arranged on the 
occasion. Ambassador Du-
ran further said Spanish 
foreign minister’s recent 
visit to Pakistan further 
cemented relations be-
tween the two countries.

– Detailed news of 
Ambassador’s address 

along with more pictures 
shall be published in 

tomorrow’s edition

“Now is not the time to turn away from the Afghan 
people,” Lyons said at a press conference

Pakistan urges int’l 
community to unfreeze 

Afghan assets
News Desk

NEW YORK: Pakistan drew 
the world community’s at-
tention to the dire humani-
tarian and economic crisis 
in Afghanistan and fervently 
called for lifting the “unjusti-
fied freeze” on the war-torn 
country’s assets to enable it 
to deal with the critical sit-
uation. “Cash is needed to 
revive the economy – to pay 
salaries, restore small busi-
nesses, revive the banking 
system,” Ambassador Mu-
nir Akram told UN Security 
Council while highlighting 
that 28 million Afghans were 
facing acute food insecurity.
Speaking in the 15-mem-
ber council’s meeting on 

Afghanistan, the Pakistani 
envoy warned that the 
consequences of a major 
humanitarian crisis and 
economic collapse would be 
horrendous — massive hu-
man suffering, the outflow 
of millions of more Afghan 
refugees, the likelihood of 
chaos and further conflict 
and reinforcement of Da’ish 
and other terrorist groups. 
“When the millions of Af-
ghan refugees start flowing 
across our borders, we who 
are hosting 4 million Afghan 
refugees already will not be 
able to take more, they will 
have to go elsewhere,” Am-
bassador Akram said.
“These are consequences 
which the international 
community must avoid.”



ATTOCK: Special Assistant to the Prime 
Minister on Poverty Alleviation and So-
cial Protection, Dr. Sania Nishtar Thurs-
day announced that the SMS Registration 
Service of 8171 will open from Friday (to-
day) for the intending beneficiaries to reg-
ister for Ehsaas Rashan Riayat program 
from Friday (today).
Talking to the media during her visit to 
the Kiryana stores in Fateh Jang, Dr. Sa-
nia said that the registration process for 
the eligible households and grocery mer-
chants under the Ehsaas Rashan Riayat 
program continued across the country 
through the web portal while SMS service 
of 8171 to register the eligible buyers will 
open from tomorrow.
The overall subsidy of Rs. 1000 is being 
given to the eligible people on flour, puls-
es and cooking oil or ghee through this 
program which is being implemented on 
fast track basis to provide relief to the cit-
izens as per directives of the Prime Min-
ister, Imran Khan.
The subsidy of Rs. 22 per kg is being given 
on flour, Rs.55 per kg on pulses and Rs. 105 
per liter on cooking oil or ghee at the desig-
nated grocery stores. Dr. Sania emphasized 
that it is mandatory for both the buyer and 

grocery merchants to have mobile SIMs are 
issued on their own Computerized National 
Identity Cards to register for this program.
It is also necessary for the Kiryana mer-
chants to have their account opened in 
National Bank of Pakistan (NBP) as well as 
have smart phone.

Dr. Sania said that the Kiryana merchants 
are enthusiastically participating in the 
registration process in a large number. 
The SMS service of 8171 will enable 
maximum people (buyers) to register for 
the program through sending their CNIC 
number on 8171 through SMS. “If their 

mobile number is not registered with 
their CNICs, they will receive a message 
to register their SIMs first”.
To a question, Dr. Sania said that Kiryana 
merchants belonging to any city, village, 
union council or any far flung area will be 
able to download the app on their mobile 
phone and get register for this program 
after scrutiny process. 
Responding to the media, Dr. Sania said 
that the purpose of her visits to the small 
Kiryana stores was to educate the Kiry-
ana merchants about the program and 
respond to their queries. She said that 
Prime Minister Imran Khan has directed 
to ensure transparency and merit in the 
implementation of this program. 
“We are doing our utmost efforts to ensure 
transparency in this program at every lev-
el”, she added. “We are in effort of com-
pleting registration process of this program 
at our earliest to provide relief to the citi-
zens”, she said.
The subsidy will be directly provided to the 
grocery merchants in their bank accounts. 
The merchants will also be given commission 
while luck draw will also held after every three 
months to give them gifts like mobile phones, 
motorcycles etc, she said. – APP

Ehsaas Rashan Riayat reg starts from today
It is also necessary for the Kiryana merchants to have their account opened in 

National Bank of Pakistan (NBP) as well as have smart phone
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UAF VC calls to 

boost up production 
capability

The timely sowing balance use of fertilizers, 
drill sowing, eradication of weeds and other 

methods would increase  productivity
Ishfaq Mughal 

FAISALABAD: It is alarm-
ing to note that despite 
being a agrarian country, 
Pakistan is importing 3 mil-
lion tons of wheat worth Rs. 
175 billion. For which, it is 
prerequisite to increase 
per acre production in or-
der to ensure food securi-
ty, become self-sufficient 
in wheat and to curb the 
crises, said University of 
Agriculture, Faisalabad Vice 
Chancellor Prof. Dr. Iqrar 
Ahmad Khan.
Addressing a farmers’ con-
vention held in Government  
High School No1 Shahkot as 
part of Punjab government 
ongoing wheat sowing cam-
paign , he said progressive 
farmers are getting wheat 
yields of up to 80 maunds 
per acre, while our average 
wheat production is limited 
to 31 maunds. 
The timely sowing balance 
use of fertilizers, drill sow-
ing, eradication of weeds 
and other methods would 
increase  productivity.   He 
also said that the country 
was losing 15 percent of 
production during harvest-

ing through outdated com-
bine harvester.  Therefore 
it should be repaired or 
replaced with sophisticat-
ed harvesting machines to 
boost up the production.  
He said that in China,  thou-
sands of the students had 
been sent in the agricultural 
fields to get  practical expe-
rience.     
He said that UAF in collabo-
ration with Agriculture, Ex-
tension Department Punjab 
has sent as many as 22,000 
students in the farmer field 
of the five divisions of the 
province to equip the farm-
ing community with latest 
wheat production tech-
niques. Punjab Agriculture 
Minister Syed Hussain Jaha-
nia Gardezi briefed Prime 
Minister Imran Khan about 
the wheat campaign .  
He said that under the wheat 
campaign, they are commit-
ted to boost up production 
by 10 percent means three 
maunds per acre.  He said 
that Government  High 
School No1 Shahkot school  
is giving the praiseworthy   
contribution  by producing 
quality education and recog-
nized at the provincial level.
Pro-Vice Chancellor UAF 

Prof Dr Anas Sarwar said 
that the agriculture sector 
is the backbone of our econ-
omy and the poverty alle-
viation was directly linked 
with the sector.   He said 
that wheat campaign will 
bring tangible results. He 
said that under the nine-day 
wheat campaign, three days 
road show, four days train-
ing of farmers, smart farm-
er gathering and grand rally 
are being organized.
Director Extension, La-
hore Dr. Sher Muhammad 
Sharawat said that govern-
ment was committed to 
agriculture sector which is 
backbone of our economy. 
He said that implementa-
tion of agriculture experts 
recommendation should 
be ensured by the farming 
community to increase the 
desired level of increase in 
wheat.
Principal Officer PRP UAF 
Prof Dr Muhammad Jalal 
Arif said the university in 
collaboration with agricul-
ture extension department 
has launched wheat cam-
paign on the directive of 
Punjab Agriculture Minister 
Syed Hussain Jahania Gar-
dezi and Secretary Agricul-

ture Asad Rehman Gilani. 
He said that Prof. Dr. Iqrar 
Ahmad Khan is personally 
monitoring the all the cam-
paign for the miraculous 
results.   He said enhanced 
collaboration between farm-
ers and agriculture experts 
were needed for the uplift of 
the sector.    
Chairman Department of 
Sociology Dr Izhar Ahmad 
Khan said that modern agri-
culture practices are imper-
ative to meet the demand 
of ever increasing popula-
tion. He said that UAF was 
making all possible meas-
ures for the development 
of the agriculture sector. 
He stressed upon the need 
to shun the broadcasting 
method of sowing and pro-
mote drill sowing.
Principal School Zulfiqar 
Ali said that Dr Iqrar is the 
alumnus of the Government 
High School No1 Shahkot. 
He said inhabitants of the 
Shahkot are proud of Dr 
Iqrar who has earned mar-
velous recognition at nation-
al and international level for 
his unmatched and sincere 
contribution for the agricul-
ture sector, academia and 
research.  
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KARACHI: Director Belind travel Belarus Julia, reading Daily “Islamabad 
Post and  expressed economic development between both the countries 

will be developed after travel relations. 17yh ITIF Asia will definitely 
build travel relations between Pakistan and Belarus. – DNA

Govt for
 affordable 
residential 
facilities

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Minister for Labor, 
Shoukat Yousafzai Thurs-
day said that government 
was incessantly working to 
provide affordable residen-
tial facilities to lower mid-
dle class following vision 
of Prime Minister, Imran 
Khan.
He was chairing a meeting 
that was convened to dis-
cuss provision of affordable 
residential facilities to peo-
ple. The meeting was also 
attended by provincial hous-
ing minister, Dr. Amjad Ali 
and additional Chief Secre-
tary, Shahab Ali Shah. 
The meeting was told that 
most of the applicants that 
offered their properties 
for construction of afforda-
ble residential homes are 
from Mardan, Charsadda 
and Swat. He said that NA-
DRA verified list of 14751 
applicants has been re-
ceived. – APP

Indian Punjab CM 
visits Kartarpur

LAHORE: Indian Punjab 
Chief Minister Charanjit 
Singh Channi, along with 
his cabinet members, vis-
ited the Gurdwara Darbar 
Sahib Kartarpur through 
Kartarpur Corridor, here 
on Thursday.
Channi, with a group of 30 
people, visited Gurdwara 
Darbar Sahib Kartarpur on 
the second day of the reo-
pening of the route, which 
remained suspended for 
some 20 months following 

the COVID-19 outbreak.
Evacuee Trust Property 
Board spokesperson Amir 
Hashmi said that another 
delegation of Sikh Yatrees 
from India also visited the 
gurdwara.
The first batch of 28 Indi-
an Sikhs, including women, 
visited the gurdwara on 
Wednesday through Kartar-
pur corridor on the first day 
of its reopening.
Kartarpur Corridor Pro-
ject Management Unit 

Chief Executive Officer 
Muhammad Latif, Pakistan 
Sikh Gurdwara Parband-
hak Committee office-bear-
ers and Gujranwala Com-
missioner greeted the 
Sikh Yatrees, who arrived 
here a day before the an-
nual commemoration of 
the birthday of Baba Guru 
Nanak.
Latif said that over 100 In-
dian pilgrims were expected 
to visit the historic gurd-
wara on Thursday. – APP

LAHORE: Punjab minister Syed Saeed Ul Hassan along with Indian Punjab CM Charanjit Singh, 
along with his cabinet members on their visit to the Gurdwara Darbar Sahib Kartarpur. – APP

The first batch of 28 Indian Sikhs, including 
women, visited the gurdwara on Wednesday 

through Kartarpur corridor

EVMs 
ultimate 

solution of 
rigging

PESHAWAR: District 
Development Advisory 
Committee ( DDAC) Ko-
hat, Chairman, Ziaullah 
Bangash on Thursday said 
that joint session of the 
parliament passed histor-
ic legislation to conduct 
general elections through 
Electronic Voting Ma-
chines (EVMs) and giving 
right to vote to overseas 
Pakistanis.
Talking to APP, he said 
that election reforms were 
need of the hour keeping 
in view rigging complaints 
by political parties in gen-
eral elections. “We have to 
embrace new technologies 
and advancement in sci-
ence to streamline issue 
and ensure holding free, 
fair and transparent elec-
tions.”
He said EVMs would en-
sure transparency in the 
electoral process and help 
address the complaints of 
rigging.
He said that many coun-
tries were holding elec-
tions through EVMs 
without any compliant of 
manipulation of technolo-
gy.
Bangash said that elec-
tions through EVMs would 
not compromise the se-
crecy of voters and would 
ensure timely counting of 
votes and compilation of 
election results. – APP

FESCO introduces android 
mobile app “FESCO Light”

PPL bags top Corporate 
Philanthropy Award

Bureau Report

FAISALABAD: Faisalabad 
Electric Supply Company 
(FESCO) has introduced 
the latest android mobile 
app “FESCO Light”. The 
basic aim of this app is to 
facilitate the FESCO con-
sumers. This app can be 
downloaded from the play 

store of any android mobile 
phone.
The FESCO consumers be-
longing to eight district in-
cluding Faisalabad, Jhang, 
Toba Tek Singh, Bhakkar, 
Mianwali, Khushab, Chini-
ot and Sargodha can easily 
register after entry their 
name, electricity bill ref-
erence number, CNIC and 
mobile phone on this app. 

After registration & 
sign in consumers 
cannot get information 
about load management 
schedule, duplicate bill, 
registration of electricity 
related complaints and 
information regarding 
previous electricity bills 
but also estimate the cost 
of electricity bill through 
bills estimator.

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Petroleum Limited (PPL) 
has once again received 
the highest Corporate Phi-
lanthropy Award for being 
the largest corporate giv-
er in terms of volume of 
donations during 2019-20. 
Pakistan Centre for Phi-
lanthropy (PCP) judged 
the winner based on their 
research-based annual phi-
lanthropy survey. 
The company has main-
tained the top slot for the 
16th consecutive year in 
the large national catego-
ry. Advisor to the Prime 
Minister on Finance and 
Revenue Shaukat Tarin 

presented the award to 
Chief Community Develop-
ment Officer, PPL Kamran 
Sher during the Corporate 
Philanthropy Awards event 
organized by PCP on No-
vember 16 in Islamabad. 
The event was attended 
by business leaders, devel-
opment professionals and 
media. 
As a responsible corpo-
rate citizen, PPL’s Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility 
Programme, spanning 
over six decades, is rooted 
in a rich tradition of shar-
ing the benefits of devel-
opment with stakeholder 
communities. 
Over years, the scope, out-
reach and financial input 
of PPL’s CSR portfolio has 

substantially increased to 
support long-term, sustain-
able projects in education, 
healthcare, infrastructure 
development, livelihood 
generation and sports for 
deserving communities in 
operational as well as large 
urban areas. Going well be-
yond the dedicated finan-
cial input of 1.5 percent 
of its annual pre-tax profit 
for CSR initiatives, PPL’s 
actual spending in 2019-20 
was Rs. 1.75 billion which 
is about 2.5 percent of its 
pre-tax-profit for the year. 
Moreover, during 2020-21, 
PPL crossed the two-bil-
lion-rupee mark which 
is the largest-ever CSR 
contribution made by the 
company. 

The company has maintained the top 
slot for the 16th consecutive year in the 

large national category

Air pollution 
can worsen 

Covid 
infection

ISLAMABAD: People in-
fected with Covid, who had 
long-term exposure to air 
pollution, are more likely to 
end up in hospital or inten-
sive care, found a study.
The study found an associ-
ation between higher expo-
sure to Nitrogen Dioxide 
(NO2) and fine particulate 
matter (PM2.5) and in-
creased disease symptoms, 
particularly for severe cases 
that ended in the hospital or 
in intensive care.
The association with PM2.5 
was stronger for men over 
60 years of age and people 
living in socioeconomically 
deprived areas, said the re-
searchers from Barcelona 
Institute of Global Health 
(ISGlobal), Medical Daily 
reported .
A series of previous studies 
have suggested that regions 
with higher pre-pandemic 
levels of air pollution had a 
higher incidence of Covid-19 
cases and deaths. However, 
the reasons for these associ-
ations are not yet clear; air 
pollution could favour air-
borne transmission of the 
virus, or it could increase an 
individual’s susceptibility to 
infection or disease.
“The problem is that previ-
ous studies were based on 
reported cases, which had 
been diagnosed, but missed 
all the asymptomatic or un-
diagnosed cases,” said first 
author Manolis Kogevinas, 
researcher at ISGlobal.
To understand, the team 
measured a series of vi-
rus-specific antibodies in 
a cohort of adults living in 
Catalonia, with information 
on the long-term exposure 
of such individuals to air pol-
lutants (NO2, PM2.5, black 
carbon and ozone).
The study, published in En-
vironment Health Perspec-
tives, included 9,605 partic-
ipants among which there 
were 481 confirmed cases 
(5 per cent). In addition, 
blood samples from over 
4,000 participants were tak-
en to determine the pres-
ence and quantity of IgM, 
IgA and IgG antibodies to 
five viral antigens. – APP

Turkmen 
envoy calls 
on Energy 
minister

ISLAMABAD: Turkmen 
Ambassador to Pakistan At-
adjan Movlamov Thursday 
called on Minister for Ener-
gy Hammad Azhar and dis-
cussed matters pertaining 
to ongoing bilateral gas and 
power projects.
The minister apprised 
the envoy about the meas-
ures taken by Pakistan to 
strengthen its energy sec-
tor, a news release said.
Hammad said Pakistan 
was committed to early 
completion of gas and 
power projects it initiated 
in collaboration with 
Turkmenistan.
He said Pakistan was playing 
a key role in economic 
uplift of the region, adding 
Pakistan always gave 
importance to promote 
regional cooperation and 
coordination. 
The increased region-
al ties would prove as a 
game-changer in the region, 
he added. – APP



President for 
promotion of 

virtual education
ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi on Thursday stressing 
promotion of virtual education in the country called for steps 
to increase the number of graduates of information technolo-
gy.   He was talking to a delegation of Digital Cooperation Or-
ganization (DCO), joined by Secretary General DCO, Dima 
Aliha and Secretary IT Muhammad Sohail Rajput.
The president said due to the effective policy of the govern-
ment, the country’s IT sector had achieved significant suc-
cess. He mentioned that encouragement of women was nec-
essary to help them participate in business and commercial 
activities complimented by information technology.
He said the Digi Skills Programme aimed at imparting youth 
the education of information technology had so far given 
training to one million youth. He said steps were underway 
to reduce the digital divide between urban and rural areas. 
Under the vision of Digital Pakistan, he said, investment was 
being made to improving digital infrastructure and creating 
digital skills. President Alvi said the digitalization govern-
ance system and working of parliament would be completed 
by 2023, which he said, would help improve efficiency. 
He termed DCO the best platform to enhance digital collab-
oration and learn from each other’s experiences. Secretary 
General DCO congratulated Pakistan on becoming a mem-
ber of the organization and said that the organization would 
promote Pakistan as an attractive country for foreign invest-
ment in IT sector and a provider of cloud services. – DNA
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Govt to 
build a 

knowledge-
based 

economy
ISLAMABAD: Federal 
Minister for Information 
Technology and Telecom-
munications Syed Aminul 
Haq Thursday said that 
Pakistan is committed to 
provide an environment 
where masses can reap the 
rewards of a thriving digi-
tal economy.
“The Pakistan government 
has a vision to further build 
a knowledge-based economy. 
Our membership of the DCO 
will continue to provide op-
portunities for collaboration 
between governments to 
develop an inclusive global 
digital economy” he said 
while talking to a delega-
tion of  Digital Cooperation 
Organization (DCO).
The four-member delega-
tion was led by Ms. Deemah 
Al-Yahya, Secretary Gen-
eral of the Digital Cooper-
ation Organization is pres-
ently in Pakistan on official 
visit.  The DCO consists of 
7 founding countries: Paki-
stan, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Oman, Kuwait, Nigeria and 
Oman. Secretary IT Dr. 
Sohail Rajput, Member IT 
Syed Junaid Imam, Mem-
ber Telecom Muhammad 
Omar Malik, Member In-
ternational Coordination 
Ajmal Awan and other offi-
cials were also present in 
the meeting, said a news 
release.
On this occasion, the in-
ternational delegation was 
given briefing on the initi-
atives and policies of the 
Ministry of IT. Minister IT 
further said that the mem-
ber countries of the Digital 
Cooperation Organization 
can take advantage of Pa-
kistan’s IT professionals 
and their excellent English 
accent and world class tal-
ent. The creativity of free-
lancers and startups awaits 
foreign investors. 
The Ministry of IT, through 
its initiatives and projects, 
strives to provide the best 
internet and mobile servic-
es in remote areas of the 
country.  He said, “Our goal 
is to bridge the rural-urban 
divide. The participation 
of the common man in the 
digital economy should 
be ensured while special 
measures are being tak-
en to bring women in this 
field.” – APP

4 gamblers 
arrested in 
Rawalpindi

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpin-
di police on Thursday 
arrested four gamblers 
besides recovering bet 
money and other items 
from their possession, In 
a crackdown against the 
anti-social elements.
According to police spokes-
man, Waris Khan Police had 
received information that 
some people were gambling 
while playing cards in the 
area.  The police arrested 
the gamblers identified as 
Abdullah, Yasir Ali, Abdul 
Rehman alias Mani and Mu-
hammad Shajeel. 
Police recovered cash stake 
money and other items from 
their possession. A case has 
been registered against the 
accused while further inves-
tigation is underway. – APP

7 arrested; 
5800 grams 

charras 
recovered

RAWALPINDI: The Rawal-
pindi Police in a crackdown 
on Thursday against anti-so-
cial elements conducted raids 
in different areas and round-
ed up seven persons besides 
recovering 5800 grams char-
ras, eight bottles of liquor 
and other items from their 
possession.  According to the 
police spokesman, Sadiqa-
bad police held Aqib Ali with 
2400 grams charras and Mu-
hammad Awais for having 
2400 grams charras.
Taxila, Sadiqabad, Jatli and 
Kalar Syedan police held 
Usama Shahzad with 600 
grams charras, Alhart Masih 
with 120 grams charras, 
Ahsan Khursheed with 280 
grams charras, Muhammad 
Afraz for having two bottles 
of liquor and Shakeel for 
carrying six liquor bottles. 
Separate cases have been 
registered against all the 
accused while further inves-
tigations were underway, he 
added.  Division Superinten-
dents of Police appreciated 
police teams and directed 
them to continue operations 
against lawbreakers. – APP
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SERVICES

Namaz Timings

Emergency

Hotels & 
Restaurants

Airlines

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Islamabad 
Metropolitan

Wasa Water Tank

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad...............9222596
Rawalpindi.........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info.................114
PIA Cargo...............9280979
Railway Inquiry...............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA........................9281092

CMH.......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

CDA...................9221334-43
CDA...................9208301-04
Met Office...........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA.......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town.............5773343

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125

Water Tanker Service
E-7, F-10 & F-11......9204654
G-5, G-6, G-7, G-8....9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12, 
H-8.........................9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Complaints

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott..........051- 2826121
Monal.............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines......8494949

‘CPEC to bring economic 
development in region’

ISLAMABAD: President, International Islamic Univer-
sity (IIU) Dr. Hathal Homoud Alotaibi Thursday said 
that China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) was a 
vital project that would bring economic development in 
region and would prove a source of promoting prosper-
ity between the two countries.  He was addressing the 
concluding ceremony of a two-day international confer-
ence on “China-Pakistan Economic Corridor Building 
Narratives” organized by Iqbal International Institute for 
Research and Dialogue (IRD), of International Islamic 
University (IIU) here at Quaid-e-Azam Auditorium.
In his speech, the IIUI President said that CPEC would in-
deed open new avenues of progress in various sectors such 
as energy, railways and engineering that would ultimately 
result in improvement of economy and GDP.  Talking about 
the IIUI’s future, he said through strategic plan and re-
forms, the university had been put on the corridor of pro-
gress and success.  Dr. Hathal said that talented and hard-
working officials and students would be encouraged and 
awards for the best teacher, best researcher, best employee 
and best academic program would be introduced in future. 
The IIU president, stressing the need of conducting such 
more conferences, hailed the efforts of IRD. He urged the 
youth to keep contributing to the country’s progress.  He 
added that students were the future of the country and 
they must be provided with an ideal learning environment. 
Prof. Dr. Zafar Iqbal, Dean of the faculty of Social Sciences 
in his address said that it was the age of narratives and there 
was a dire need to address the perception about CPEC with 
the help of actual facts, stats and realities.  He urged for 
more research adding that presence of ample research lit-
erature would help building the counter narratives. – APP

Fajr....................... 05:16 am
Zohr...................... 11:53 am
Asr.......................  03:25 pm
Maghrib............... 05:03 pm
Isha...................... 06:30 pm

Business community assures 
support to Pak Sweet Homes

Muhammad Shakeel Munir, President, ICCI lauded the services of Zummarad 
Khan for dedicating his life for the welfare of orphan children

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Zummarad Khan, Patron-
in-Chief, Pakistan Sweet Homes (PSH) 
said that his institution was working to 
provide better education to orphan chil-
dren and all this was being done with the 
support of our collaborators.  He said that 
17 girls of PSH have been admitted to the 
Girls Cadet College Larkana, which was a 
source of pride for him. He said that the 
matric and intermediate students of PSH 
were also showing excellent results. 
He said that for the first time in the histo-
ry, a cadet college of orphan students has 
been started in which 150 PSH students 
were getting education. He hoped that as 
per past practice, the business communi-
ty would continue to cooperate with PSH 
enabling it to contribute more effective-
ly towards the economic empowerment 
of orphan children. He expressed these 
views during his visit to Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry along with 
orphan children to congratulate the ICCI 
Office Bearers on their election.
Zummarad Khan said that Pakistan Sweet 
Homes was the largest organization in the 

country dedicated to providing shelter 
and education to the orphan kids.  He said 
with the support of collaborators, PSH 
has established its network in all parts of 
the country for providing shelter to thou-
sands of orphan children.  He said that 
this whole network of PSH was expand-
ing with the support of collaborators to 

empower the orphans so that they could 
become productive citizens and play an 
effective role in the economic develop-
ment of the country.
Speaking at the occasion, Muhammad Sha-
keel Munir, President, Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry lauded the ser-
vices of Zummarad Khan for dedicating his 

life for the welfare of orphan children. 
He said that providing education to or-
phan children of PSH was a great service 
to humanity and was optimistic that many 
of them would excel in various fields of life 
including entrepreneurship. He said that 
Islam laid great stress on taking good care 
of orphans and assured that business com-
munity will continue to cooperate with PHS 
in its mission of providing a better quality of 
life to the orphan kids.
Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh, Senior Vice Presi-
dent ICCI said that businessmen were coop-
erating with many welfare-oriented projects 
to contribute for social development and as-
sured that they would cooperate with PHS as 
well so that it could be further strengthened 
to serve more orphan kids across Pakistan. 
Muhammad Faheem Khan, Vice President 
ICCI said that Chamber would help in pro-
moting entrepreneurship in PHS students 
to make them job creators instead of jobs 
seekers.   Former Presidents ICCI Sheikh 
Amir Waheed, Muhammad Ejaz Abbasi, Bas-
er Daud, former Senior Vice Presidents ICCI 
Muhammad Naveed Malik, Tahir Abbasi, 
Khalid Chaudhry and others were also pres-
ent in the meeting and they appreciated the 
services of Zummarad Khan for PSH.

ISLAMABAD: Chinese Business Delegation visited UBG Central Secretarist Islamabad. 
Zafar Bakhtawari, Secretary General United Business Group and Nasir Sheikh Chairman 
Pakistan China Business Forum pose with Chinese Delegation for a group photo. – DNA

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi in a meeting with the visiting parliamentary delegation 
of Bahrain, led by the Speaker of the Council of Representatives of Bahrain, 

Mrs. Fawzia Bint Abdulla Zainal, at Aiwan-e-Sadr. – DNA

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Experts at a 
panel discussion have em-
phasized for a major role of 
stakeholders especially par-
liamentarians, educationists 
and parents for moving for-
ward with education agenda 
to resolve host of critical is-
sues and limitations created 
with the Covid-19 pandemic 
in the country. The policy 
discussion was organized by 
the Pakistan Coalition for 
Education (PCE) as part of 
its 12th Annual Convention 
in Islamabad with a theme 
“Re-thinking education in 
the times of Covid-19”.
Sharmila Faruqui, former 
Advisor to Sindh Chief Min-
ister, Deputy Focal Person 
Policy Planning and Imple-
mentation Unit Balochistan 
Abdul Khaliq, and National 
Coordinator of PCE, Zehra 
Arshad, were the main par-
ticipants of the discussion.
They discussed the grave 
situation created by the 
Covid-19 pandemic in the 
country and its negative 
impacts especially on the 

education sector.
The discussion revolved 
around the urgent need 
for all stakeholders, espe-
cially the parliamentarians 
to come together and ad-
dress the areas where the 
existing public education 
system, and more recently, 
the digital education is fall-

ing short in accommodating 
the needs of the marginal-
ized communities. Sharmila 
Faruqui, former Advisor to 
Sindh Chief Minister, was of 
the view that the youth does 
not have proper accessibil-
ity to technology such as 
smartphones, laptops, and 
the Covid-19 has highlight-
ed this inequality. 
She mentioned that only 

32 percent of students 
across the country reported 
that learning material was 
provided by their schools 
during the lockdowns. The 
most important aspect to 
promote education is pover-
ty reduction. “We also need 
to have focus on social pro-
tection programs to ensure 

that children especially girls 
are protected,” Sharmila 
said suggesting that train-
ings and legislations must 
be done to have better re-
sults, she added.
Participating in the discus-
sion, Abdul Khaliq, Deputy 
Focal Person – Policy Plan-
ning and Implementation 
Unit Balochistan suggested 
to look at different models 

currently in practice to 
adopt in Balochistan keep-
ing in mind the extensive 
challenges and poverty in 
the province.
He said that they need a sys-
tem that ensures the conti-
nuity of learning in the fu-
ture. “Our government has 
allowed us leverage as they 
have created new positions 
of IT teachers to facilitate 
the process of online edu-
cation which is an achieve-
ment of the institute,” he 
explained.
National Coordinator of 
PCE, Zehra Arshad, gave 
an overview of the educa-
tional landscape under the 
COVID and explained how 
important it is to ensure 
inclusivity.
She emphasized the gov-
ernments to review policies 
and plans by including all 
partners and stakeholders 
like civil society organiza-
tions, parents and teachers 
across the board to ensure 
their voices are heard 
and incorporated into the 
policy making process to 
transform education in the 
post-pandemic era. 

Experts for stakeholders’ 
say on post-Covid challenges

Gas supply to 
domestic consumers 

will be ensured
ISLAMABAD: The Cabi-
net Committee on Ener-
gy (CCOE) was informed 
on Thursday that the en-
hanced demand of domes-
tic consumers would be 
met through savings from 
captive power generation.  
The meeting presided over 
by Federal Minister for 
Planning, Development, 
and Special Initiatives 
Asad Umar here was in-
formed that the prudent 
pressure management plan 
would also be developed to 
ensure the stable supply of 
gas to the consumers. 
The Petroleum Division 
presented the projected 
natural gas supply and de-
mand position in the coun-
try for the coming winter.
During the meeting, Pe-
troleum Division pre-
sented a detailed impact 
analysis of different pol-
icy options for the man-

agement of gas demand 
during winter 2021-22. 
Gas supply to CNG would  
be curtailed during the win-
ters and industrial activity 
would also be a focus in the 
gas management plans, es-
pecially the export industry. 
The CCOE approved the 
demand side of the pro-
posals submitted by the 
Petroleum Division. It was 
further directed that the 
CCoE would consider the 
supply side proposals in 
the next meeting.
The CCoE also considered 
the summary presented by 
the Maritime Affairs Divi-
sion on the construction of 
Oil Storage at Oil Installa-
tion Area Keamari, Karachi. 
The meeting was informed 
that insufficient storage 
infrastructure at the ports 
created a bottleneck in the 
supply chain and results in 
increased costs. – APP



Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: First time in 
Pakistan Industry, Consul-
tancy and Academia joined 

hands for a major industrial 
breakthrough by bringing 
revolutionary steel product – 
Grade 80 steel bar. FF Steel 
held launch ceremony of 
the first-ever Grade-80 steel 

bar, the strongest steel bar 
in Pakistan, at Serena Hotel 
Islamabad. Present at the 
ceremony were Honorable 
Senator Shibli Faraz, Feder-
al Minister for Science and 

Technology was Chief Guest 
on the occasion. Minister of 
Railways, Senator Azam Swa-
ti. MD NESPAK – Dr. Tahir 
Masood, Pro-Rector NUST 
– AVM Dr. Rizwan Riaz, PEC 

Chairman – Muhammad Na-
jeeb Haroon, Senator Sajjad 
Hussain Turi, Senator Daud 
Khan, Senator Taj Muham-
mad Afridi and Senator Sana 
Baloch. Grade-80 steel will 

change the landscape of 
the construction industry 
through the industrial revo-
lution and economic growth 
said, Chairman FF Steel, 
Nauman Wazir Khattak. The 
product will have a signifi-
cant effect on the Current 
Account Deficit. Given 13% 
less usage in construction 
and up to 10% cost-saving 
while using Grade-80 in com-
parison to Grade-60, it will 
considerably narrow down 
the current account deficit.
According to, Senator Shibli 
Faraz, through such initia-
tives good times are coming 
for the government and for 
the people of the country. 
He said that it will contribute 
to the country’s imports and 
wealth creation.
An extensive research study 
was conducted in collabora-
tion with NUST and NESPAK 
resulted into FF Grade-80 to 
be the most economically fea-
sible and beneficial steel bar 
in Pakistan. 

First time in Pak FF Grade-80 Steel Bar launched
Grade-80 steel will change the landscape of the construction industry through the industrial 

revolution and economic growth said, Chairman FF Steel, Nauman Wazir Khattak

Briefs
HEC holds 

training on 
PCP for KP 

universities
ISLAMABAD: Higher 
Education Commission 
(HEC), Research & Anal-
ysis Activities Wing held 
an interactive training on 
Pakistan Citizen Portal for 
focal persons of Higher Ed-
ucation Institutions (HEIs) 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KPK) here at HEC Re-
gional Centre. 
According to HEC on 
Thursday, as many as 50 
focal persons from 38 KPK 
universities participated in 
the training. Dr. Iftikhar 
Hussain, Vice Chancellor, 
University of Engineering 
and Technology, Peshawar 
was chief guest on the oc-
casion.
The capacity building pro-
gramme on Pakistan Cit-
izen’s Portal aims to help 
the focal persons address 
public complaints in an ef-
fective manner. 
The participants were 
briefed on policy formula-
tion for just and sustaina-
ble solution to public com-
plaints. Besides, they were 
given awareness of Prime 
Minister Kamyab Jawan 
Programme’s sports activ-
ities alongside briefings on 
importance of saving water 
and energy. 
They were trained on 
handling the Dashboard 
of Pakistan Citizen Portal 
to easily understand com-
plaints and suggestions 
handling processes.
Speaking on the occasion, 
Director HEC Saleemul-
lah Sohoo told the focal 
persons that HEC is a 
hub for in-service capacity 
building and professional 
development of the univer-
sity management across 
Pakistan. 
He said it is imperative to 
impart capacity building 
trainings to the focal per-
sons of HEIs with a special 
focus on effective manage-
ment of complaints and re-
dressal of public grievanc-
es in a better way. 
He said that these train-
ings will also be arranged 
for focal persons of HEIs 
in other provinces. – APP
 

Two arrested 
for posting 

weapon 
pictures on 
Facebook

RAWALPINDI: The police 
have arrested two accused, 
one for uploading pictures 
and videos displaying 
weapons on his Facebook 
account and another for 
selling kites.
According to a police 
spokesman, an accused 
namely Hussain Abbas 
used to upload pictures 
and videos displaying 
weapons on his Facebook 
account. He was doing this 
to spread fear in the hearts 
of people on the social me-
dia app, he added.
“The aim of such activi-
ties is to create a culture 
of fear and superiority on 
social media,” said the 
spokesman. “They wanted 
to show their power but 
the state’s law is superior 
to all,” he added.
He informed that police 
also recovered a 30 bore 
pistol and ammunition 
from his possession.
He said, in another raid, 
Sadiqabad police held a 
kite seller namely Khur-
ram Shahzad and recov-
ered 80 kites and nine kite 
flying string rolls from his 
possession.
Separate cases had been 
registered against both 
the accused while further 
investigation were under-
way, he added. – APP

IESCO 
issues power 
suspension 
programme

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Electric Supply Company 
(IESCO) on Thursday is-
sued a power suspension 
programme for Friday for 
various areas of its region 
due to necessary mainte-
nance and routine develop-
ment work.
According to IESCO 
Spokesman, the power 
supply of different feeders 
and grid stations would 
remain suspended for the 
period from 08:00 AM to 
12:00 Noon, Klar Kahar 
Feeder, from 09:00 PM to 
05:00 AM, G-10/1 Feeder 
and  surroundings. 

COMSTECH, IOFS join hands 
to explore new opportunities

In pursuit of common objectives both organizations intend to establish a general framework 
to facilitate and implement the collaboration and cooperation in areas of common interest

Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: OIC Ministerial 
Standing Committee on Scientific 
and Technological Cooperation 
(COMSTECH) and Islamic Organ-
ization for Food Security (IOFS) 
signed Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoU). The MoU was 
signed at COMSTECH Secretariat 
by Coordinator General COMS-
TECH and Director General, IOFS.
Astana based IOFS fosters the so-
cio-economic development of its 
member countries with ultimate 
goal of promoting food security, 
sustainable agriculture and rural 
development, whereas Islamabad 
based COMSTECH builds indige-
nous capabilities of OIC member 
states in the fields of science and 
technology through cooperation 
and mutual assistance.
In pursuit of common objectives 
both organizations intend to es-
tablish a general framework to 
facilitate and implement the col-
laboration and cooperation in areas 
of common interest. IOFS-COM-
STECH partnership will focus on 
scaling-up ongoing initiatives and 
exploring new opportunities to 

collaborate on global, regional and 
country-level priorities.

The areas of cooperation include: 
joint projects, identifying S&T 

needs of OIC states, capacity-build-
ing activities in agriculture and 

food security, exchange of informa-
tion, and joint research.

EVMs to 
ensure 

transparent 
in elections

ISLAMABAD: Special As-
sistant to the Prime on Po-
litical Communication Dr 
Shahbaz Gill on Thursday 
said Electronic Voting Ma-
chine (EVMs) would help 
ensure transparent elec-
tions in the country.
In response to the state-
ment of Shahid Khaqan 
Abbasi, he said the EVMs 
would also help end rigging 
allegations forever.
He said in past, false prom-
ises were made with the 
overseas Pakistani but only 
Imran Khan has fulfilled his 
promise to give them right 
of vote.
He said politics of the 90’s 
and ‘Changa Manga’ has 
been buried. No one would 
be able to buy EVMs with 
money, he added.
Gill said only those people 
would come to the House to 
whom people voted. “Vote 
ko Izzat du” slogan was only 
to give power to Nawaz Sha-
rif, he said.
Gill said Criticism of the 
past Prime Minister on 
election system is shame-
ful, Dr Shahbaz Gill said 
incompetent League courti-
ers always came into power 
through rigging in the elec-
tions in the past. Fraudsters 
are afraid of transparency, 
he said. – APP
 

160 CDA 
employees 

get govt 
quaters

ISLAMABAD: At least 160 
employees of Capital De-
velopment Authority (CDA) 
were given government ac-
commodation in different 
categories through comput-
erized balloting.
The authority had sought 
National and Database 
Registration Authority 
(NADRA) services to en-
sure transparency in the 
allotment process, said its 
spokesman on Thursday.
The government accommo-
dations which were allotted 
includes 39 A type houses, 
38-B type, 5-C Type, 18-D 
Type and 61-E type.
Incumbent CDA administra-
tions initiatives for promo-
tion of merit and transpar-
ency in the Authority have 
started to bear fruit, the 
spokesman added. – APP
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IPEMC to play crucial role for 
dealing with Covid impacts

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Education and Professional Training 
Shafqat Mahmood Thursday said that 
the IPEMC to play an instrumental role 
in developing a way forward for dealing 
with the impact of Covid-19 pandemic. 
He was presiding over 33rd Meeting of 
Inter-Provincial Education Minister’s 
Conference (IPEMC) at a local hotel 
in Karachi, said the press release. 
Syed Sardar Ali Shah, Provincial Minis-
ter for Education and Literacy Sindh and 

Muhammad Ismail Rahoo, Provincial 
Minister for Universities & Board Sindh 
attended the meeting physically. 
Sharam Khan Tarakai, Provincial Min-
ister-Elementary & Secondary Edu-
cation Department-KPK, Deewan Ali 
Khan, Minister Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Department-AJK, 
Dr. Murad Rass, School Education De-
partment-Punjab, Raja Yasir Humayun 
Sarfraz, Provincial Minister for Higher 
Education-Punjab attended the meet-
ing virtually. 
Senior officials of Federal Education 
Ministry, Provincial/regional educa-

tion departments of Sindh, KPK, Ba-
lochistan, Punjab, AJK and Gilgit Bal-
tistan also participated in the meting.
A detailed presentation was given by 
the Federal Secretary, Ministry of Fed-
eral Education & Professional Train-
ing (MOFEPT), Naheed S. Durrani 
which shed light on the facilitation of 
provinces under Emergency Actions 
to Strengthen Performance for Inclu-
sive and Responsive Education (AS-
PIRE) Project. 
She informed that yearly funds had 
been allocated to all 04 provinces and 
Federal. She further talked about the 
disbursement process of ASPIRE Joint 
Secretary-MOFEPT.  Waseem Ajmal 
Chaudhary informed the participants 
about the Pakistan National Education 
Response and Resilience plan. 
He said that this plan serves as an edu-
cation response framework to Covid-19. 
He further informed that the plan cov-
ered both public and private sectors and 
included all levels of education.
The experts of World Bank briefed 
the participants on the developmental 
projects i.e. Action to Strengthen Per-
formance for Inclusive and Responsive 
Education (ASPIRE) and Response, 
Recovery and Resilience in Education 
Projects (RRREP).

PTCL, Ufone holds annual 
Gala for employees

DNA

ISLAMABAD: PTCL Group 
held its Annual Sports and 
Family Fun Gala in Islamabad 
to provide employees and 
their families an excellent op-
portunity to break away from 
their work routine. 
The gala is a long-standing 
tradition that helps em-
ployees come together as 
a single family to engage in 
sports and fun activities and 
make memories for life. 
The gala had sports and 
fun activities designed for 
employees and family mem-
bers from all ages. 
The sports activities were 
the highlight of the gala, 
which were actively contest-
ed by different teams from 
across the country. 

PTCL Central Zone team 
clinched the Zonal crick-
et trophy after an exciting 
match with PTCL HQ. 
Whereas PTCL HQ Badmin-
ton team won the trophy in 
the final from PTCL Central 
Zone. In the table tennis 
finale, PTCL Central Zone 
were crowned the champi-
ons.  Group Chief Human 
Resource Officer, PTCL & 

Ufone, Syed Mazhar Hus-
sain, presented trophies 
and memorabilia to the win-
ners and runners ups. He 
praised all the participants 
for their sportsman spirit 
and exciting performances.
Sharing his thoughts at the 
event, Group Chief Human 
Resource Officer, PTCL & 
Ufone, Syed Mazhar Hus-
sain, said, “I am glad that 

the entire PTCL and Ufone 
family is out here having a 
good time. The idea behind 
the event is to have PTCL 
and Ufone employees come 
together to enjoy and ex-
plore their talents for sports 
and fun activities. It gives 
them a much-needed break 
from their routine activities 
to boost their physical and 
mental health. 

Business 
community assures 

support to PSH
ISLAMABAD: Zummarad 
Khan, Patron-in-Chief, Pa-
kistan Sweet Homes (PSH) 
Thursday said that his in-
stitution was working to 
provide better education 
to orphan children and all 
this was being done with 
the support of our collabo-
rators.
He said that 17 girls of PSH 
had been admitted to the 
Girls Cadet College Larka-
na, which was a source of 
pride for him, said a press 
release issued here.
Zummarad said that the 
matric and intermediate 
students of PSH were also 
showing excellent results.
He said that for the first 
time in the history, a cadet 
college of orphan students 
had been started in which 
150 PSH students were get-
ting education.
He hoped that as per past 
practice, the business com-
munity would continue to 
cooperate with PSH ena-
bling it to contribute more 

effectively towards the eco-
nomic empowerment of or-
phan children.
He expressed these views 
during his visit to Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry along with orphan 
children to congratulate 
the ICCI Office Bearers on 
their election.
Zummarad Khan said that 
Pakistan Sweet Homes was 
the largest organization in 
the country dedicated to 
providing shelter and educa-
tion to the orphan kids.
He said with the support of 
collaborators, PSH had es-
tablished its network in all 
parts of the country for pro-
viding shelter to thousands 
of orphan children.
He said that this whole net-
work of PSH was expanding 
with the support of collab-
orators to empower the 
orphans so that they could 
become productive citizens 
and play an effective role in 
the economic development 
of the country. – APP

CUI, HEU hold 
3rd workshop

ISLAMABAD: The COM-
SATS University Islamabad 
(CUI) and College of Under-
water Acoustic Engineer-
ing, Harbin Engineering 
University (HEU) of China 
have recently organized a 
joint 3rd China-Pakistan 
Marine Information Work-
shop at CUI, Wah Campus.
The workshop was part of the 
One Belt One Road (OBOR) 
initiatives and China- Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) project, a news re-
lease said here on Thursday. 
Pakistan Science Foundation 
(PSF) Chairman Professor 
Dr Shahid Baig was the chief 
guest on the occasion. 
In his opening address, 
CUI Director Prof. Dr 
Muhammad Abid said the 
workshop was aimed at pro-
viding a dedicated platform 
to scientists, engineers, 

academicians, industry pro-
fessionals and researchers 
from Pakistan and China to 
deliberate on the emerging 
area of Marine Science and 
Technology in Pakistan. 
He said China’s College of 
Underwater Acoustics En-
gineering, Harbin Engineer-
ing University, being part of 
OBOR initiatives, China had 
played an enormous role 
towards capacity building in 
Pakistan. 
Realizing the importance 
of Marine Engineering and 
Marine Science, the CUI 
has also signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding 
with the HEU to carry out 
research in the field of Ma-
rine Informatics and Engi-
neering and currently 12 
students of HEU were do-
ing research at the CUI Wah 
Campus. – APP

17 more 
tested 

positive for 
coronavirus

RAWALPINDI: As many as 
17 more patients were test-
ed positive of coronavirus 
during the last 24 hours in 
Rawalpindi district, with 
five belonging to Rawalpindi 
Cantonment area, four from 
Gujar Khan, two each from 
Kotli sattian, Potohar town 
and Rawal town, while one 
each case has arrived from 
Kalar Syeda and Islamabad.
According to the daily situ-
ation report issued by the 
District Corona Manage-
ment centre on Thursday, 
21 Coronavirus confirmed 
patients were admitted to 
four city facilities, including 
seven each was admitted to 
the Institute of Urology and 
Fauji foundation hospital, 
six in Benazir Bhutto, and 
one in Bilal hospital. – APP

21 dengue 
cases reported

 at allied 
hospitals

RAWALPINDI: District 
Coordinator Epidemics 
Prevention and Control 
(DCEPC) Dr. Sajjad Me-
hmood, on Thursday said 
that around 21 new dengue 
cases have arrived in the 
three public sector hospi-
tals of the Rawalpindi city 
during the last 24 hours, 
raising the tally of con-
firmed cases to 3321.
Among the new patients, 
the health officer informed 
that the Benazir Bhutto 
Hospital(BBH) had regis-
tered 11, District Headquar-
ters Hospital (DHQ) three, 
while seven were registered 
with Holy Family Hospital 
(HFH) in 24 hours.
“This year, around 3321 
dengue cases were brought 
to the allied hospitals of 
the city, who were provided 
with the required treatment 
and 3228 discharged after 
recovery, including 1866 
from HFH,506 DHQ and 
856 from BBH,” he added.
Dr. Sajjad informed that 44 
patients were under treat-
ment in HFH, out of which 
39 were positive,21 positive 
out of 34 in BBH and 19 
confirmed cases out of the 
total 28 admitted in DHQ 
hospital. – APP



O VER the past few weeks, tensions 
along the Belarusian-Polish border 
have escalated, as thousands of 

asylum seekers try to cross into Poland, a 
member of the European Union. Belarus’s 
lax visa process has lured many people 
from war-torn countries in the Middle East 
hoping to make it to EU territory.
When Poland deployed its military to the 
border to stop the entry of asylum-seekers, 
thousands of men, women and children 
were stranded in the cold on the Belarusian 
side of the border and became a political 
football between Belarus and Poland.
The crisis and the parallel escalation of ten-
sions between Poland, Belarus and Russia 
have served governments on all sides in the 
pursuit of their foreign and domestic agen-
das. By now it is clear that the humanitarian 
disaster at the border was manufactured by 
Belarusian President Aleksander Lukashen-
ko, who has been under sanctions and in 
isolation by the EU since last year’s flawed 
presidential elections.
The Belarusian authorities directed the 
flow of asylum seekers towards the borders 
of Poland, Lithuania and Latvia, which have 
refused to accept the results of the vote and 
are currently hosting the bulk of Belarusian 
political refugees and members of the qua-
si-government in exile. Lukashenko’s desire 
to confront an open subversion of his re-
gime by these countries is clear.
But it is not only its neighbours to the west 
that Minsk is seeking to pressure. The bor-
der crisis is part of its larger strategy to 
blackmail both the West and Russia with the 
prospect of a full-out global conflict.
Belarus is the closest ally of Russia and of-
ficially a part of an entity known as the Un-
ion of Russia and Belarus. The latter exists 
largely on paper, but it does provide for a 
common defence policy and free movement 
between the two countries, which means 
the Belarusian border with Poland and the 
two Baltic states is effectively Russia’s ex-
ternal frontier separating its security zone 
from the realm of NATO. Therefore, any 
conflict at this border by extension becomes 
a conflict between Russia and NATO, which 
is exactly how the far-right government in 
Poland is now trying to frame it.

In a recent interview, Lukashenko also 
went as far as threatening to block the 
Yamal pipeline, which supplies Russian gas 
to the EU via Belarus. On Tuesday, Russian 
news agency TASS reported that Belaru-
sian oil pipeline operator Gomeltransneft 
temporarily limited oil supplies to Poland 
through the Druzhba pipeline after starting 
unplanned maintenance. Yet, many hawkish 
commentators in the West and Eastern Eu-
rope have pointed a finger at Moscow as the 
instigator of the border crisis and claimed 
that Lukashenko’s threats must have been 
sanctioned by the Kremlin. Simultaneous-
ly, senior US officials made radical claims 
about Russia building up troops with the 
view of invading Ukraine.
The logic of these accusations is hard to 
fathom. Russia finds itself in the middle of 
a four-month period, during which the Ger-
man energy regulator should certify Nord 
Stream 2 – a pipeline that will deliver gas 
to the EU directly, bypassing Ukraine and 
Belarus. On Tuesday, news came in that 
Germany is suspending the certification 
process on technical grounds – a move that 
will further delay the project and will be in-
terpreted by the Kremlin as a deliberately 
hostile act It remains unclear why Russia 
would want to stage a border crisis directly 
threatening Germany (where most asylum 
seekers are heading) and simultaneously in-
vade Ukraine during this very period. Isn’t 
Nord Stream 2 designed as a super-weapon 
that will put Ukraine on its knees by depriv-
ing it of gas transit revenues, as the same 
hawkish commentators have been claiming 
for years? If so, why invade Ukraine now?
Conversely, the logic of provoking Rus-
sia into reckless behaviour with regards 
to Belarus and Ukraine in order to derail 
Nord Stream 2 looks more compelling. This 
would be in the interest of the US, which 
has tried to pressure Germany into aban-
doning the near-finished project.
At least the Russian military build-up 
around Ukraine does appear to be a reac-
tion to what Russia sees as the West cross-
ing the red lines, which Russian President 
Vladimir Putin outlined earlier this year in 
his state of the nation address.
In an interview with Rossiya TV channel 
on November 13, he clearly tied the build-
up to the unscheduled arrival of American 
warships in the Black Sea, combined with 
flyovers by nuclear-capable bombers on Oc-
tober 20. To the latter incidents, Russia re-
sponded by sending its bombers to fly over 
Belarus in close proximity to Poland.
Ukraine has also seen an escalation of ten-
sions. In October, reports surfaced of the 
Ukrainian army using Turkish-built Bayarak-
tar drones against Russian-backed forces in 
Donbas. There is also an ongoing legal at-
tack against Putin’s man in Ukraine, Viktor 
Medvedchuk, and the clampdown on his me-
dia empire, which was accused of promoting 
Russian narratives. Additionally, there is a 
Polish angle in the ongoing crisis. It serves 
as a useful distraction for the far-right Polish 
government, which finds itself entangled in 
a bitter conflict with the EU over the rule 
of law. Last month, Poland’s Constitutional 
Tribunal invalidated some provisions of the 
EU Treaty by ruling that they were incom-
patible with the country’s constitution. That 
decision is posing the greatest challenge to 
the integrity of the union since Brexit.
The crisis is also an opportunity for the 
Polish government to present itself as a “de-
fender” of “Europe’s borders” against a per-
ceived invasion from the East. It is also an 
opportunity for the right-wing government to 
incite more xenophobia in the Polish society. 
Racist anti-immigrant tirades are a staple of 
Polish far right politics. But while the Pol-
ish government is embracing anti-Russian 
rhetoric and posturing, its domestic politics 
closely resemble the Kremlin’s. In degrading 
the rule of law and gradually undermining 
the independence of the judiciary, the ruling 
Law and Justice Party (PiS) seems to be tak-
ing a page out of Moscow’s playbook. As if 
copycatting Putin’s strategy, it is also aggres-
sively promoting “traditional values”, which 
includes homophobic legislation and – out-
stripping Russia on that front – “LGBT-free 
zones” declared in many municipalities as 
well as a flat ban on abortions.
– Courtesy Al Jazeera
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IMF conditions Unwarranted raid

I N May 2019, Pakistan signed on with the IMF on a 
$6-billion (5.34 billion) bailout package. While it 
seemed a relief for the severely cash-strapped economy 

at that time, two years from then, we are reminded, with 
every tranche, the strict conditions attached to that bailout 
package. The bailout programme is subject to regular IMF 
reviews of Pakistan’s economic policy and growth. Pakistan 
has braced itself for harsh economic conditions with every 
review. With nearly every tranche released, the IMF re-
quires the government to take some very difficult decisions 
before it agrees to release the funds.
The time has come to again negotiate with the IMF to re-
lease a suspended $1 billion tranche from the bailout pack-
age. This time, again, the IMF has set forth certain actions 
contingent upon which it will release the funds. According 
to Adviser to the Prime Minister on Finance Shaukat Tarin 
said, the approval of the pending sixth review of the extend-
ed fund facility (EFF) of the IMF requires five prior actions 
by the government. Three of the major prior actions include 
power tariffs, the withdrawal of exemptions, and grant of 
more autonomy to the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). The 
government has yet not disclosed the other two conditions.
There is no sugar-coating the situation—these are indeed 
very difficult conditions, set at a time when Pakistan’s 
economy is already suffering under the brunt of global 
inflation and severe currency devaluation. Yet the strin-
gency of IMF negotiations should not be a surprise—Pa-
kistan has still not recovered from the conditions met to 
receive the previous loan tranche of $500 million from 
the IMF. The successful release of the previous tranche 
of the $500 million from the IMF was responsible for the 
increase in electricity prices. The negotiations are still 
going on, and the government must try its best to proper-
ly justify every demand of the IMF before agreeing on it. 
This should be the last belt-tightening trajectory we have 
to take because of borrowing from financial institutions.

T HE Indian armed forces killed two ‘suspected 
freedom fighters’ and two civilians in a gun battle 
in Hyderpora, IIOJK. As families of the deceased 

demand justice for the cold-blooded murders, one can 
expect that our government will promise to carry out an 
investigation into the matter. However, if it is anything 
like the countless probes carried out in the past, results 
may never come to light. The Indian government’s brazen 
actions in IIOJK are becoming more brutal as they act 
with legal and political impunity. This must be corrected 
and Pakistan alone cannot shoulder the burden; the inter-
national community must act.
The gun battle between the security forces began when 
they stormed a shopping centre after receiving a tip-off 
which claimed that there were certain ‘rebel’s present. 
Those who witnessed the aggression claim that it was sud-
den, completely unwarranted and harsh as civilians were 
used as human shields by the forces. Judging from the 
fact that the Indian government refused to hand over the 
bodies of the dead and instead buried them privately also 
arouses extreme suspicion.
Outside of sounding the alarm yet again over the proceed-
ings in Kashmir, we must decide upon a strategy that will 
actually mount some pressure on the Indian government 
and bring about justice for the sake of those who were 
murdered without a cause. Empty promises of fruitful 
investigations are not enough right now when the peo-
ple of Kashmir are blindly being picked off of the roads 
and within homes. Over the last month, over 49 people 
have been killed in nearly a dozen gun battles alone. This 
points towards an increased level of violence perpetuat-
ed by the occupying forces and the increased reliance on 
self-defence by the people. No longer can reports of hu-
man beings being used as shields be tolerated. For the 
sake of the people of Kashmir, more must be done.

Biden, Xi Jinping attempt to  
defuse US-China tensions

The abuse of technology  
Modi won’t be talking about

Who is benefitting  
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Belarus border crisis?
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E XPECTATIONS had been set low for 
Monday’s first presidential summit be-
tween Joe Biden and Xi Jinping. How-

ever, they spoke via video call for an unex-
pectedly long three-and-a-half hours, with the 
Chinese leader greeting his US counterpart 
as his “old friend.” While it is much too opti-
mistic to say that bilateral ties have now turned 
a corner, atmospherics have — at least tempo-
rarily — improved and this underlines that the 
direction of bilateral relations need not inevita-
bly be toward ever greater hostility. The occa-
sional warmth of the summit also builds on the 
unexpected bilateral climate cooperation deal 

announced at COP26 in Glasgow.
Despite the wide-ranging security and econom-
ic-related disagreements that exist between 
the two sides, this month’s climate accord indi-
cates there may remain scope to work together 
where there are clearly defined common inter-
ests. After all, tackling global warming is a key 
political priority of both nations and Xi said in 
the meeting that “humanity lives in a global vil-
lage and we face multiple challenges together. 
China and the United States need to increase 
communication and cooperation.”
The fact that Biden and Xi have a personal 
backstory, having first got to know each oth-
er when they were both vice presidents, may 
prove helpful. This is because, while the po-
tentially very difficult economic and security 
fundamentals will largely determine the course 
of US-China ties in the coming years, personal 
chemistry helps. Biden told Xi that “we need 
to establish some commonsense guardrails, 
to be clear and honest where we disagree, and 
work together where our interests intersect,” 
so that competition does not turn into conflict.
The importance of this personal factor was 
shown during Donald Trump’s presidency, 
when the-then US leader’s erratic nature ac-
centuated the natural zigzags in ties. During 
the Obama years, by contrast, relations re-
mained generally cordial, in significant part 
because of the commitment of Xi and Barack 
Obama to bilateral stability. At that time, Xi 
even outlined a desire to fundamentally rede-
velop the great power relationship with the US 
to avoid the conflictual patterns of the past.
That goal still lacks any obvious definition the 
best part of a decade later and the dynamics of 
the bilateral relationship have changed very sig-
nificantly in the intervening years. This is not 
just because of the controversies of the pandem-
ic and the extra uncertainty injected into ties by 
Trump. Take the example of Taiwan, where Chi-
na’s recent incursions into Taipei’s air defense 
identification zone have alarmed many in Wash-
ington. During this week’s summit, Biden said he 
opposes unilateral efforts to change the status 
quo or undermine peace and stability across the 
Taiwan Strait, while Xi said that the US president 

is playing with fire on the issue.
Even if such tensions can be managed in the com-
ing years — which is a big if — there are wider 
in-built hazards in the bilateral landscape. These 
include American legislation requiring the US 
commerce secretary to deliver a “Report on Chi-
nese Investment” in the US to Congress every 
two years up to 2026. The bill singles out Chi-
nese investment as a security threat and zeros in 
on Beijing’s “Made in China 2025” plan.
This and other legislation, such as the Hong 
Kong Human Rights and Democracy Act, have 
sown the seeds for future strife, with the Chinese 
Defense Ministry asserting that they “abound in 
Cold War thinking, exaggerate the level of the 
China-US confrontation… undermine the atmos-
phere of development of China-US military ties, 
and damage China-US mutual trust and cooper-
ation.”
Amid all these challenges, a key issue that Xi will 
be pondering is how long Biden will be in power 
for. While the Chinese president is tightening his 
grip by laying the foundations for a third five-year 
term, it is not even certain that his US counter-
part will seek a second, as he will be in his early 
80s at the time of the 2024 election.
This is not a trivial point, as Xi would be more 
likely to engage substantively with Biden if he 
expected the latter to be in power for eight years 
rather than four. Both may ultimately favor a 
strategic dialogue to try to find a framework, or 
grand bargain, to renew bilateral relations, but 
this is the type of initiative that may require more 
than a single US presidential term to formulate.
Xi is also acutely aware that, for all the new US 
president’s indications that he might row back 
some of Trump’s overt hostility to China, Biden 
has yet to reverse any of his predecessor’s funda-
mental policies. Indeed, he has reaffirmed many 
of them, including rejecting nearly all of China’s 
maritime claims in the South China Sea.
The most likely prognosis for US-China ties 
in the short to medium term, therefore, is the 
biding of time and tensions. However, this is 
not inevitable, despite the growing conventional 
wisdom that views bilateral ties through an ever 
more pessimistic prism.

– Courtesy Arab News

T HIS week, Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi will give a keynote address 
at the Australian Strategic Policy Insti-

tute’s Sydney Dialogue, along with Prime Min-
ister Scott Morrison. The dialogue is billed as 
a “world-first summit for emerging, critical and 
cyber technologies”. Australia is deepening trade 
and investment ties with India, and technology 
has emerged as a key element in their growing bi-
lateral and multilateral cooperation. Modi will de-
scribe how India’s technology industry is solving 
global problems. His administration has called 
his flagship program Digital India – transforming 
India into an empowered digital economy with an 
emphasis on better delivery of government ser-
vices – as one of India’s biggest success stories.
However, what the audience will not hear is how 
the Modi government has been using technology 
since it came to power in 2014 to curtail rights 
at home as part of an escalating crackdown on 
freedom of expression, association and peace-

ful assembly. Even as his government promotes 
a more digitally connected India, it shuts down 
the internet more than any other country in the 
world, increasingly to silence peaceful protests 
and criticism of the government. This has not 
only denied millions of people their fundamental 
rights, but has also affected businesses and cost 
the Indian economy billions of dollars in losses.
As part of its playbook to quell dissent and gain 
greater control over online content, Modi’s Bhara-
tiya Janata Party (BJP)-led Hindu nationalist gov-
ernment enacted new internet rules targeting 
social media companies, digital news services and 
curated video streaming sites that will most likely 
have global consequences. These rules include 
overbroad restrictions on content, encourage 
self-censorship and require traceability of infor-
mation that compromise end-to-end encryption on 
platforms such as WhatsApp or Signal.
The rules also require social media companies 
with more than 5 million registered users in India 
– which pretty much means all the major inter-
net companies – to appoint staff in-country. With 
more of their personnel living in India, where 
they could face criminal liability and prosecution, 
companies will also find it difficult to resist arbi-
trary and disproportionate government orders to 
take down content or hand over data on users.
In February, even before the rules came into 
force, the government threatened to punish Twit-
ter’s India-based employees with fines and jail 
terms after Twitter shut down some, but not all, 
accounts ordered by the Indian authorities, that 
were critical of the government’s handling of the 
farmers’ protests. Indian authorities are increas-
ingly arresting human rights defenders, journal-
ists, students, and members of religious minori-
ties in politically motivated cases including under 
counterterrorism, sedition and national security 
laws. At the same time, its information technolo-
gy law and internet rules put pressure on social 
media companies to censor content and share 
user information to aid these prosecutions.
Police in India’s northeast state of Tripura have 
filed terrorism cases against 102 social media 

handles for posting content related to communal 
violence incidents in mid-October in which Hindu 
mobs attacked mosques and properties owned by 
Muslims, and sought information on these ac-
count owners. Some of these accounts appear to 
have been targeted because they were critical of 
state authorities’ response to the violence.
Indian authorities have also been implicated in 
using the Israeli-produced spyware Pegasus to 
target activists, journalists and apparent oppo-
nents. The government has repeatedly stalled 
attempts to investigate these allegations. Its 
refusal to disclose information to the Supreme 
Court, arguing national security implications, 
finally led the court to appoint an independent 
committee to investigate. The executive branch 
has extremely broad powers of surveillance de-
void of any meaningful safeguards, with no judi-
cial authorisation or independent oversight. The 
Modi government has proposed a law on person-
al data protection that will further enhance state 
surveillance powers by granting exemptions to 
government agencies on vague grounds.
Australia too has passed problematic laws that 
grant expansive digital surveillance powers to 
law enforcement agencies, without adequate 
safeguards to protect privacy.
But strengthening bilateral ties through tech-
nology should come with a frank discussion on 
shortcomings and a deepening commitment not 
to compromise on fundamental rights, including 
freedom of speech and assembly, and privacy, en-
cryption, and data protections. As part of this, 
Australia should ask the Indian government to 
drop criminal charges against activists and critics 
in politically motivated cases, roll back internet 
rules and enact a data protection law that re-
stricts the government’s discretionary powers. 
Instead of using technology as a tool for repres-
sion, the Indian government should act in a man-
ner befitting a rule-of-law-based democracy and 
use technology to shore up rights, make govern-
ance more accountable and lead to a more just 
and equitable society.

– Courtesy The Age

The rules also require 
social media companies 
with more than 5 million 
registered users in India 

– which pretty much 
means all the major 

internet companies – to 
appoint staff in-country. 

With more of their 
personnel living in India, 

where they could face 
criminal liability...

Xi is also acutely aware 
that, for all the new US 
president’s indications 
that he might row back 
some of Trump’s overt 

hostility to China, Biden 
has yet to reverse any 
of his predecessor’s 

fundamental policies. 
Indeed, he has reaffirmed 
many of them, including 

rejecting nearly all of 
China’s maritime claims 
in the South China Sea. 

The most likely prognosis 
for US-China ties in the 
short to medium term, 
therefore, is the biding 
of time and tensions
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LONDON: With one year to 
go until the 2022 World Cup 
gets under way in Qatar, 
several nations have now 
booked their place - while 
others must face a nervous 
wait. A dramatic final round 
of fixtures in European 
qualifying drew to a close 
on Tuesday, with reigning 
world champions France 
and Gareth Southgate’s 
England among those to se-
cure their spots.
However, there will be some 
big names in Europe’s play-
off deciders in March - plus 
there’s plenty still yet to be 
decided around the rest of 
the world, with 13 of the 32 
spots now taken. Also head-
ing to the World Cup are 
2018 winners France, while 
Belgium, Denmark and Ger-
many all safely navigated 
their groups as well.

It was not all straightfor-
ward for Europe’s heavy-
weights, however.
There were some crucial 
top-of-the-table deciders 
in the final round of fix-
tures, with Serbia scoring 
a 90th-minute winner to pip 
Portugal to first place, and 
both Spain and Croatia net-
ting late on to edge their re-
spective closest challengers 
Sweden and Russia.
In a thrilling conclusion to 
qualifying, Switzerland also 
took full advantage of Ita-
ly’s draw against Northern 
Ireland to take Group C on 
Monday, while on Tuesday 
the Netherlands emerged vic-
torious from a closely contest-
ed Group G. Joining those 10 
group winners in Qatar will be 
three other European nations, 
who will come from the 10 
runners-up and two Nations 
League teams in the play-offs.
Wales and Scotland must go 
via this route but they will 

be joined by some surpris-
ing names.
Scotland’s superb closing 
victory over Denmark en-
sured they will be one of the 
six seeded sides granted 
a home draw for the play-
offs, which take place next 
March, while Wales earned 
a precious draw against the 
world’s number one ranked 
side Belgium to secure a 
home draw of their own.
European champions Italy 
and Cristiano Ronaldo’s Por-
tugal, as well as Sweden and 
Russia, join Scotland and 
Wales as the seeded play-off 
nations.They could face Po-

land, who finished six points 
behind Euro 2020 finalists 
England, North Macedonia, 
Turkey and Ukraine - who 
all sealed runners-up spots 
- plus the Czech Republic 
and Austria courtesy of their 
Nations League performanc-
es. The play-offs will begin 
with six single-leg semi-final 
matches played between 24 
and 25 March 2022. 
The six semi-finals are split 
into three paths, leading to 
three play-off finals - also 
decided by a single match 
- which will take place be-
tween 28 and 29 March.
Brazil became the first South 

American nation to qualify 
for the 2022 World Cup, do-
ing so with six qualifiers to 
play following a 1-0 win over 
Colombia on Friday.
Copa America champions 
Argentina joined their rivals 
in qualifying after a goalless 
draw against Brazil at home 
and results elsewhere se-
cured their spot on Tuesday.
Meanwhile, Ecuador are 
six points clear of Colom-
bia and Peru in the race to 
guarantee qualification with 
a top-four finish.
Canada, the United States 
and Mexico occupy the top 
three automatic qualifica-
tion places in the race to 
decide which North Ameri-
can, Central American and 
the Caribbean nations will 
be present in Qatar. Canada 
went top after beating Mex-
ico 2-1 on Tuesday, while 
USA drew 1-1 with Jamaica 
and Panama’s 2-1 win over 
El-Salvador saw them draw 

level with Mexico on 14 
points, behind only on goal 
difference in the inter-con-
federation play-off spot.
In Asia, where qualifying 
will resume in January, 16 
points from a possible 18 
ensure Saudi Arabia top a 
difficult Group B - which 
also includes Japan, in 
second, and third-placed 
Australia. Over in Group A 
the top two have a signifi-
cant margin with Iran, who 
have also dropped just two 
points, leading South Ko-
rea. Meanwhile, Qatar au-
tomatically qualify as hosts.
Finally, in Africa, five qualifi-
cation places will be decided 
by five two-legged play-off 
matches due to take place 
in March. Mohamed Salah’s 
Egypt will be one of the 
sides involved, as will Al-
geria, Cameroon, the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo, 
Ghana, Mali, Morocco, Ni-
geria, Senegal and Tunisia.

Who will be in Qatar and who is in play-offs?
Scotland’s superb closing victory over Denmark ensured they will be one of the six seeded sides 

granted a home draw for the play-offs, which take place next March, while Wales earned a precious 
draw against the world’s number one ranked side Belgium to secure a home draw of their own
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PM all praise 

for voting 
legislation

From Page  01
He said tax collectors made 
huge money and the bene-
ficiaries resisted any effort 
to curb the practice. He said 
the government would launch 
track and trace system by 
next week which was made 
possible after huge efforts 
and would help to ascertain 
the real figures of produc-
tion. Such a system would 
discourage tax evasion and 
keep proper check on the ma-
jor businesses like cement, 
sugar and cigarettes. He told 
the audience that the EVMs 
were functional across the 
world and it could also ad-
dress all of the election-re-
lated issues in Pakistan.
The prime minister said 
around 1.5 million votes 
were rejected in last elec-
tions which could have been 
saved in case of EVMs. The 
EVMs would also help to 
do away with the practices 
of fake votes, he added. He 
said the incumbent govern-
ment also called for an open 
ballot in Senate election as 
secret ballot involved huge 
money to buy the way into 
Senate. But, he said both 
the PPP and PML-N op-
posed the move despite the 
fact that the PTI had no ad-
vantage of this open ballot.
Referring to the opposi-
tion’s criticism on legis-
lation in joint session of 
the parliament, he said 
that ”yesterday’s drama” 
was also meant to stop the 
overseas Pakistanis from 
voting.
The prime minister said 
the PTI government had 
granted voting right to the 
expatriates and reiterated 
his government’s resolve 
bring more ease in their 
lives. He recalled that the 
process of developing the 
portal for digital verifica-
tion of power of attorney 
was initiated after an over-
seas Pakistani from Greece 
highlighted the issue. 
He said earlier, around 
75,000 expatriates had to 
travel to Pakistan for the 
purpose and go through a 
cumbersome process.
The prime minister repeat-
edly lauded the overseas Pa-
kistanis for their contribu-
tion to support the national 
economy by sending $30 
billion remittances. 
He said his government had 
earlier launched succession 
certificate facility for the 
overseas Pakistanis.

Worse than 
martial law’; 

Opp....
From Page 01

the courts would now up-
hold the constitution — in 
line with the Opposition’s 
aims to challenge the bills 
in court. He reminded the 
government that it is not 
its prerogative to bulldoze 
bills in the house, given 
that it is not the only stake-
holder in elections. 
“The election commission 
is a major stakeholder, it is 
responsible for holding free 
and fair elections,” he said, 
adding that by passing the 
laws, the government had 
build the grounds for “rig-
ging in the next elections”.
Iqbal, shedding light on 
EVMs, said they are vul-
nerable to rigging even if 
they do not operate online. 
“The machines will work 
under the government’s 
supervision, they can be 
tampered with.” 
The PML-N leader also 
claimed that the machines 
might affect voter secrecy, 
and that the government 
had even then adamantly 
bypassed the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP) 
and Senate.

Schools, 
colleges...

From Page 01
“the biggest danger from 
within”, he said. Chaudhry 
lamented that the menace 
of extremism is one that 
could isolate and destroy a 
country, and unfortunate-
ly, Pakistan “was pushed” 
towards it for political and 
foreign policy reasons. 
He noted that a person is 
labelled a “nonbeliever” if 
their views differ from the 
prevalent thought pattern 
found in society. “Islam 
teaches balance and peace. 
The teachings of Islam or 
any other religion are not 
the issue, the only issue is 
their interpretation.”
Shedding light on other 
matters, he said “we have 
destroyed our policing and 
administrative system” and 
have not even found an al-
ternative for it.

Afghanistan 
on brink of..

From Page 01
she had told the UN Securi-
ty Council earlier in the day. 
Lyons added that the human-
itarian catastrophe “is pre-
ventable” as its main cause 
is financial sanctions on the 
Taliban, who took over the 
country in August, and she 
assured the international 
community the UN would 
make every effort to avoid 
the diversion of funds to the 
Taliban. Sanctions “have par-
alysed the banking system, 
affecting every aspect of the 
economy”, according to the 
UN envoy. The country’s 
GDP is estimated to have 
contracted by 40 percent 
since the Taliban takeover.
The International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) blocked 
the release of about $450m 
to Afghanistan more than a 
week after the West-backed 
government collapsed and 
the Taliban took over. The 
Afghan central bank’s $9bn 
in reserves, most of which 
are held in the US, were 
also frozen.
Asked by Al Jazeera’s James 
Bays if releasing the frozen 
funds would alleviate the 
current humanitarian crisis, 
Lyons said: “We’re looking 
at the money that has al-
ready been committed by 
the donors for the humani-
tarian work and making sure 
we have mechanisms in 
place to have that flowing.”
“Unfreezing assets is some-
thing that is a decision by 
key countries.” Lyons said 
a new mechanism to pay 
health workers’ salaries has 
been set up. The Taliban 
has struggled to pay work-
ers in key sectors such as 
health and education.
The “paralysis of the bank-
ing sector will push more of 
the financial system into un-
accountable and unregulat-
ed informal money exchang-
es,” the envoy said, which 
“can only help facilitate ter-
rorism, trafficking and fur-
ther drug smuggling” that 
will first affect Afghanistan 
and then “infect the region.”

Ties with 
EU: Pakistan 

grateful 
to Spain
From Page 01

Pakistan and the people 
of Spain who continue to 
strengthen the bonds be-
tween our two great na-
tions. There are currently 
over 125’000 Pakistanis 
living in Spain. In fact, the 
first Pakistani’s to arrive in 
Spain were known as los pi-
oneros or The Pioneers.
“In this same pioneering 
spirit, I am proud to share 
that it was the Pakistani 
diaspora in Spain from the 
taxi driving community who 
rose to the occasion during 
the peak of the COVID 19 
pandemic, offering free car 
rides any time of day and 
night to all types of health 
care workers. For this I was 
delighted to honour a num-
ber of individuals from the 
community in Spain on my 
annual FM Honours List”, 
said the top diplomat.
Shedding light upon cultur-
al heritage, the foreign min-
ister said, “I was recently 
reading about the common-
ality of roots between Span-
ish flamenco and Sufi mu-
sic, a hallmark of Pakistan’s 
identity. I believe it was in 
the 1930s that a student 
from Pakistan named Aziz 
Balouch travelled to Spain, 
and as soon as he heard 
flamenco he recognized it 
as almost identical to the 
Sufi music that he played 
and sang at home. Let us 
reflect on this tonight as 
we experience the rhythm 
and joy of a flamenco music 
performance”.
The event was jointly put to-
gether by the Foreign Office 
under my Public Diplomacy 
Initiative along with the Em-
bassy of Spain in Islamabad, 
to celebrate shared past and 
an opportunity to look at 
the journey ahead.
Qureshi said that since the 
establishment of our dip-
lomatic relations 70 years 
ago, our ties have grown 
with a number of high lev-
el exchanges having taken 
place. Recalling the visit of 
Spanish foreign minister 
earlier this year, Qureshi 
said, “I was pleased to wel-
come Foreign Minister Jose 
Manuel Albares to Islam-
abad. The visit added mo-
mentum and depth to our 
bilateral relations”.
Foreign Minister acknowl-
edged Spain’s support 
saying “Spain has always 
supported Pakistan bilater-
ally as well in the European 
Union. It is one the largest 
trading partners of Paki-
stan. Many Spanish com-
panies are doing business 
in Pakistan, particularly in 
renewable energy sector 
and helping Pakistan in its 
green transition”.
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Muguruza beats Anett 
to clinch WTA Finals

Spaniard made three breaks in the first set. Kontaveit played better in the second 
and got a break in ninth game, but Muguruza broke her next two serves to win it

Sport Desk

GUADALAJARA: Garbine Muguruza’s trip 
to Mexico started last week with a taste 
of tequila. After winning the WTA Finals 
on Wednesday, it was to end the same way. 
Muguruza beat Anett Kontaveit 6-3, 7-5 in 
the final for her first title at the WTA’s elite, 
season-ending championships.
She became the oldest champion at 28 
since Serena Williams in 2014, and fin-
ishes the season at No. 3 in the rank-
ings, her best performance since 2017, 
when she was No. 1. Before the tourna-
ment, Muguruza took a 37-mile (60-kilo-
meter) ride to Tequila, a small town out-
side of Guadalajara where the popular 
spirit is produced.
“I went to the town, did a tasting. I need to 
do this before because when I win ...” Mugu-
ruza said. “We’re (now) going to have some 
tequila, have fun, lose all the tension we’ve 
been having and holding. I th ink the whole 
team deserves it.” Muguruza became the 
first Spaniard to win the WTA Finals. 
The first person she celebrated with was 
coach Conchita Martinez. The new cham-
pion won back-to-back titles in Monterrey 
in northern Mexico in 2018 and 2019, and 
her past successes drove her to qualify for 
the WTA Finals. “The whole year with my 

team I was saying to them, ‘It’s in Mexi-
co, we have to make it, c’mon.’ It was my 
biggest motivation,” Muguruza said. All 

week, she was backed by the locals at Es-
tadio Akron, and reciprocated by wearing 
a Mexico soccer jersey for her last two 

matches. “My manager, Oliver, he was 
like, ‘You know what, for the first time 
Garbine, you’re really using the crowd, 
really getting that energy and using it on 
the court. You should do that more often,” 
Muguruza said. “A big lesson to me is I 
should get the energy from the environ-
ment. I’m very supported here in Mexico. 
I don’t know if it will be everywhere, but I 
used it this week for sure.”
Kontaveit will finish the year at No. 7. The 
Estonian qualified last for the WTA Finals 
by winning 29 of 32 matches, including four 
titles in 10 weeks. She was broken only 
four times going into the final, but lost her 
serve five times to Muguruza. The Spaniard 
made three breaks in the first set. Kontaveit 
played better in the second and got a break 
in the ninth game, but Muguruza broke her 
next two serves to win it. 
Earlier, Barbora Krejcikova and Katerina 
Siniakova defeated Hsieh Su-wei and Elise 
Mertens 6-3, 6-4 to win the doubles title 
undefeated. Krejcikova and Siniakova won 
at Roland Garros, Madrid, and the Tokyo 
Olympics. “We needed to stay aggres-
sive, and we did it,” said Siniakova, who 
finished the season No. 1 in the doubles 
rankings. The WTA Finals were played 
in Guadalajara for this year only, with 
the event scheduled to return in 2022 to 
Shenzhen, China. – APP

Babar vows to 
continue winning 

momentum 
Sports Desk

DHAKA: Pakistan captain Babar Azam has vowed to 
continue T20 World Cup winning momentum in the up-
coming three-match T20I series against Bangladesh. The 
27-year-old also announced the 12-member squad for the 
first T20I, scheduled tomorrow at Sher-e-Bangla Cricket 
Stadium. Babar opined that Bangladesh is a competitive 
side in home conditions, therefore, they have picked a 
balanced squad. “We want to continue the winning mo-
mentum and after this series, there are also matches 
against West Indies. We don’t want to take Bangladesh 
easy. We will test our bench strength too in the next 
matches,” Babar said in a pre-series virtual presser.
Babar further said that they are not looking far ahead 
at the 2022 T20 World Cup and want to do well in every 
series. “Not thinking of the next World Cup, we will 
discuss with the selectors and work out a plan of action. 
Right now, the focus is on the Bangladesh series, If we 
win every series, the quality of performance will also 
get higher,” he added. Meanwhile, Babar revealed that 
the semi-final loss to Australia was disheartening but 
the confidence of the players is sky-high.
“The whole team was saddened by the semi-final defeat. 
They discussed their mistakes in the dressing room and 
decided to improve. They trusted each other and tried not 
to let this momentum break,” he maintained. “We have 
clarified roles to every player and what kind of perfor-
mance is needed from them. When the mind of the player 
is clear, everything goes smoothly,” he added. – DNA

Concern deepens over 
Chinese tennis star’s safety

BEIJING: The head of 
women's tennis association 
(WTA) casts doubt on an 
email posted on China's 
media purportedly from 
tennis star PengShuai, say-
ing it "only raises my con-
cerns as to her safety." Ste-
ve Simon, chairman of the 
WTA, said in a statement 
that he had a "hard time be-
lieving" the email was writ-
ten by Peng, who has not 
been heard from since al-
leging two weeks ago that a 
powerful Chinese politician 
had sexually assaulted her.
Peng, a former Wimbledon 
and French Open doubles 
champion, alleged on the 
Twitter-like Weibo earlier 
this month that former 
vice-premier Zhang Gaoli 
had "forced" her into sex 
during a long-term on-off 
relationship. 
The claims were quickly 
scrubbed from social me-
dia and she has not been 
seen since, drawing mount-
ing concern over her well 
being. However, state-run 
CGTN published a screen-
shot on Twitter of what it 
said was an email written 
by Peng to Simon and other 
WTA officials.
In the email, Peng purport-
edly claims that her earlier 
accusations of sexual abuse 
are "not true" and says she 
is "resting at home and 
everything is fine."
But doubts were quickly 
flagged about the language 
used in the purported email 
from Peng, which Twitter 
users noted had a cursor 
visible in the screenshot 
posted by CGTN.
Simon said he was strug-
gling to believe it was au-
thentic. "The statement 
released today by Chinese 
state media concerning 
PengShuai only raises my 
concerns as to her safety 
and whereabouts," Simon 

wrote in a statement.
"I have a hard time believ-
ing that PengShuai actual-
ly wrote the email we re-
ceived or believes what is 
being attributed to her," he 
added. He said he had been 
repeatedly trying to reach 
her via numerous forms of 
communication, to no avail. 
He called for "independent 
and verifiable proof that 
she is safe". "PengShuai dis-
played incredible courage 
in describing an allegation 
of sexual assault against a 
former top official in the 
Chinese government," said 
Simon. "Her allegation of 
sexual assault must be re-
spected, investigated with 
full transparency and with-
out censorship.
"The voices of women need 

to be heard and respected, 
not censored nor dictated 
to." China has kept silent 
over growing concern for 
the tennis star, whose 
claims marked the first 
time its fledgling #MeToo 
movement has struck at 
the top echelons of the 
ruling Communist Party. 
But Beijing has previously 
faced allegations of using 
forced confessions on state 
media, with British regu-
lators revoking CGTN's li-
cence for failing to comply 
with fairness and privacy 
rules.
William Nee of advocacy 
group Chinese Human 
Rights Defenders said 
Peng's statement "should 
not be taken at face value".
"The Chinese government 

has a long history of arbi-
trarily detaining people 
involved in controversial 
cases, controlling their 
ability to speak freely, and 
making them give forced 
statements," he said in a 
statement. Nee called for 
Beijing to prove that she 
has not been detained.
MareikeOhlberg of the 
German Marshall Fund 
wrote on Twitter that these 
types of messages are "not 
meant to convince peo-
ple but to intimidate and 
demonstrate the power of 
the state." The message 
from Beijing is clearly: "We 
are telling you that she is 
fine, and who are you to say 
otherwise?", she wrote. De-
tails of Peng's allegations 
remain scrubbed from Chi-
na's internet. On Novem-
ber 2, Peng wrote on social 
media that Zhang who is in 
his seventies "forced" her 
into sex and said they had 
an on-off relationship last-
ing several years.
The post appeared to have 
been deleted quickly, how-
ever, sparking swift accu-
sations from critics of Bei-
jing of online censorship. 
Four-time Grand Slam 
champion Naomi Osaka 
said Wednesday that she 
was in "shock" about the 
case, with Novak Djokovic 
and numerous other play-
ers in recent days saying 
they were deeply worried 
about her.
American player Jessica 
Pegula tweeted Thursday 
that she hoped the WTA 
"continues to show what 
we stand for as players." 
"I hope more people, not 
just tennis players, shed 
some light on this deeply 
concerning situation," she 
wrote. China's national 
tennis association has not 
responded to AFP requests 
for comment. – Agencies

Head of WTA casts doubt on an email posted on China's 
media purportedly from tennis star PengShuai

Federer is very 
important for our 

sport: Djokovic
TURIN:World number one Novak Djokovic said on Wednes-
day he hopes rival Roger Federer will return to competitive 
action soon and be able to compete with the best again after 
the Swiss great said he would miss the Australian Open in 
January. Federer, 40, told Swiss media he is unlikely to re-
turn to competition until mid-2022 as he recovers from mul-
tiple knee surgeries and would be “extremely surprised” if 
he was able to play at Wimbledon, a Grand Slam he has won 
a record eight times.
The 20-time major champion said he would be able to re-
sume running in January and return to training on the court 
in March or April. “Roger is an icon of our sport and people 
around the world love him. They love watching him play, 
love seeing him around,” Djokovic said after securing a 
semi-final spot at the ATP Finals with a 6-3 6-2 victory over 
Russian AndreyRublev.
“He’s very important for our sport on and off the court. For 
the sake of our sport, I sincerely hope that we can see him 
play at least another time. I’m sure he doesn’t want to end 
his career this way. “I think he’s going to definitely give it 
a last push, a last try. For everything he has achieved and 
created for this sport, he deserves to play and deserves to 
have a proper farewell.” – APP
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Agencies 

MINSK: Belarus said on Thursday it had pro-
posed a plan to solve the migrant crisis at its 
borders, which would see the European Union 
take on 2,000 migrants while Minsk would 
send another 5,000 back home.
It was unclear if the plan could be accept-
able to the EU, especially as it came with 
caveats and was announced just shortly after 
the European Commission said there could 
be no negotiation with Belarus over the 
plight of the migrants.
But in a potential first concrete sign of an eas-
ing of the crisis, hundreds of Iraqis checked in 
at a Minsk airport for a flight back to Iraq earli-
er on Thursday, the first such flight in months.  
European countries accuse Belarus of fly-
ing in thousands of migrants from the Mid-
dle East and pushing them to attempt to 
cross the frontier illegally. Belarus denies 
fomenting the crisis.
Thousands of migrants have been trapped in 
freezing woods at the border. In a cruel sign of 
the harsh conditions there, a couple, both in-
jured, told the Polish Centre for International 
Aid, an NGO, on Thursday that their one-year-
old child had died in the forest. Previously it 
had been estimated that at least eight people 
had died at the border in recent months.
An African migrant whose identity was un-
known was buried on Thursday at a Mus-
lim cemetery in Bohoniki, in north-east 

Poland, near Belarus, the second migrant 
funeral there this week.  
“It is hard,” said Maciej Szczesnowicz, a leader 
of the local Tatar Muslim community. “It pains 
me that people went to another country... and 
met such a fate here in Poland.”
A Reuters reporter on the Belarusian side of 
the frontier saw a group of 200-300 people, 
mainly men but also families with young chil-
dren, wrapped in blankets and huddled around 
makeshift fires, trying to keep warm near the 
Kuznica-Bruzgi border point.

Some had set up a few tents, and a man could 
be seen feeding a baby. They were surrounded 
by Belarusian soldiers wearing masks, helmets 
and vests, and a water cannon could be seen 
on the Polish side of the border.
Belarusian President Alexander Lukashen-
ko discussed his proposal with German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel in a phone call 
on Wednesday, their second call this week, 
Lukashenko’s spokeswoman was quoted as 
saying by Belta news agency. Merkel had 
agreed to discuss it with the EU, the spokes-

woman, Natalia Eismont, said.
“The European Union creates a humanitarian 
corridor for the 2,000 refugees who are in the 
camp. We undertake to facilitate (as far as pos-
sible and if they wish) the remaining 5,000 to 
return to their homeland.”
There was no immediate reaction from EU 
countries, but the bloc’s executive Commis-
sion said earlier in the day that there could 
be no negotiation with Belarus, describing 
Merkel’s phone calls with Lukashenko as just 
“bilateral contacts”.
Eismont said migrants would only go back to 
their country if they want to: “The only condi-
tion is their willingness. We won’t force anyone 
back to Iraq, Syria or other countries.”
Large numbers of Iraqis are among those 
who have camped at Belarus’s borders, seek-
ing entry and a better life in the prosperous 
27-nation EU. Some 430, mostly Iraqi Kurds, 
checked in for a flight back to Iraq from Minsk 
on Thursday, the Iraqi foreign ministry said.  
There had been no other such flights since 
about 1,000 Iraqis were evacuated from Minsk 
in August, a spokesperson for Iraqi Airways, 
Hussein Jalil, told Reuters.
“I would not go back (to Iraq) if it wasn’t for my 
wife,” a 30-year-old Iraqi Kurd, who declined 
to give his name, told Reuters on the eve of 
the evacuation flight. “She does not want to 
go back with me to the border, because she 
saw too many horrors over there.” The couple 
attempted to cross at least eight times from 
Belarus to Lithuania and Poland.

Minsk proposes plan to ease border crisis
European countries accuse Belarus of flying in thousands of migrants 

from the Middle East and pushing them to attempt to cross the frontier illegally. 
Belarus denies fomenting the crisis

Briefs
Germany 
reports 

record 65,371 
Covid cases

Foreign Desk

BERLIN: Germany record-
ed its highest daily number 
of coronavirus cases on 
Thursday with more than 
65,000 new infections, as 
officials warned that many 
hospitals were at the limits 
of their capacity.
The Robert Koch Institute 
(RKI), the country’s disease 
control agency, confirmed 
65,371 new COVID-19 cas-
es in the past 24 hours, up 
from 52,826 cases reported 
on Wednesday.
The virus claimed 264 more 
lives, bringing the country’s 
death toll in the pandemic 
to 98,538.
Health authorities in the 
southern state of Bavaria 
warned that many hospitals 
have reached their full ca-
pacity with seriously ill COV-
ID-19 patients, and started 
transferring new patients to 
other cities and states. There 
were 3,376 seriously ill coro-
navirus patients in intensive 
care units (ICUs) across the 
country on Wednesday, with 
1,710 of them on mechanical 
ventilators.
Germany has seen a resur-
gence of coronavirus as 
people spend more time 
indoors during the colder 
months, and a large number 
of people are still unvacci-
nated against the disease.
As many as 56.3 million 
people, or 67.7% of the 
country’s population, are 
fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19.

Pak designer 
shows beauty 

of Chinese 
Qipao

 
BEIJING:  Global Qipao Fes-
tival, also Global Qipao Invi-
tation Exhibition was held 
in Hangzhou city eastern 
China. Qipao, also known as 
cheongsam, is a traditional 
Chinese dress.
According to China Eco-
nomic Net (CEN) Asim 
Mushtaq, a Pakistani PhD 
student at Zhejiang Sci-Tech 
University, participated in 
the event and submitted his 
cheongsam design.
“When China National Silk 
Museum announced to or-
ganize the exhibition then I 
decided to take part in it to 
give some presentation by 
Pakistan. I think it’s a great 
opportunity for cultural fu-
sion. Cheongsam is a very 
famous traditional costume 
of China with very attractive 
form and often made of silk. 
While in Pakistan, silk is not 
produced in high quantity so 
I tried the Cheongsam design 
on ZARI fabric and Mixed silk 
fabric,” Asim told CEN.
Majored in Materials Sci-
ence and Engineering, Asim 
has a unique perspective 
on the choice of fabric for 
cheongsam design.
“Embroidery on the clothes 
for female as well as male 
is one of the Pakistani cul-
tural designs. So while de-
signing cheongsam for the 
exhibition, I consult with 
the Pakistani tailoring mas-
ter to have a fusion of Paki-
stani embroidery and glass 
applique on the Chinese 
cheongsam,” Asim said.
The organizers invited 
many fashion designers 
from Asian countries based 
on the traditional form of 
Cheongsam.  “Every de-
signer would apply their 
own design idea and their 
country culture with the 
theme of Nature. I think 
Qipao is the best carrier to 
exchange and integrate the 
Asian cultures.” – APP
 

65 bodies 
found in 

hidden grave 
in Mexico

BOGOTA: Some 65 bodies 
have been found in a hidden 
mass grave in Mexico, local 
media reported Wednesday.
The bodies were found in a 
secret grave in the city of 
Alvarado.
Police confirmed the to-
tal figure, adding that the 
corpses were exhumed in 
the presence of the prose-
cutor and police officers.
It is estimated that the vic-
tims were killed between 
2011 and 2012 in a show-
down between gangs.
Personal belongings such 
as bank cards and identity 
information were found on 
the bodies. Searches for the 
causes of death of the vic-
tims will continue, reports 
added. – APP

Experts call for Pak-Uzbek 
Women engagement

The significant subject discussions addressed the challenges faced in developing 
entrepreneurial linkages between Pakistan and Uzbekistan and presented constructive 

solutions through discussion and linkages
DNA

ISLAMABAD: On 18th November 2021, 
an Online International Conference “Paki-
stan-Uzbekistan Women Entrepreneurial 
Connectivity: Exploring Future Prospects” 
was jointly organized by Center for Global 
& Strategic Studies (CGSS), Islamabad, 
Embassy of the Republic of Uzbekistan, 
Islamabad, & Uzbekistan Business Women 
Association, Tashkent.
The conference brought together women 
entrepreneurs and relevant subject experts 
at a single platform for a fruitful discussion. 
The significant subject discussions ad-
dressed the challenges faced in developing 
entrepreneurial linkages between Pakistan 
and Uzbekistan and presented constructive 
solutions through discussion and linkages.
The conference commenced with the re-
marks of Ms. Gulnora Makhmudova, Chair-
person, and Business Women Association of 
Uzbekistan. 
She extended gratitude to Center for Global 
& Strategic Studies (CGSS), Islamabad, and 
the Embassy of Uzbekistan in Pakistan for 
the support and guidance to women entre-
preneurs of Uzbekistan.  She highlighted 
that cooperation between women of both 
countries is very important for Pakistan 
and Uzbekistan as they have a huge poten-
tial in economic partnerships, specifically in 
entrepreneurship. Ms. Madiha Ghaffar, Me-
dia, and Communication Manager, Center 
for Global & Strategic Studies (CGSS), 
Islamabad stated that Uzbekistan and Pa-

kistan have always shared great historical, 
cultural, and religious ties. 
Under the present leadership of Uzbek-
istan, the year 2021 has witnessed an im-
pressive improvement in the bilateral trade 
relations of Pakistan and Uzbekistan. Wom-
en Entrepreneurs from both countries can 
play a vital role in facilitating this connec-
tivity by exploring the possible areas of col-
laboration.
Ms. Amna Malik, President COPAIR, AMG 
& Melange Media Group from Pakistan 
shared that there is a need to collaborate in 
the pharmaceutical and textile sectors. She 
was of the view that both Uzbekistan and 
Pakistan should explore the possibilities 
of connecting women entrepreneurs. She 

highlighted the prospects of collaborating 
in construction and building. She stated 
that we would like to get connected with 
the craftsman of Uzbekistan to implement 
their designs in Pakistan. Ms. Amna also 
highlighted that the best way to connect 
women is through ICT. In this aspect, we 
can help startups, SMEs and entrepreneurs 
to organize training for students and fresh 
entrepreneurs. Furthermore, organizing 
public talks for women to share their suc-
cess stories is also very important.
Dr. Farida Faisal, Associate Professor, Uni-
versity Institute of Management Sciences, 
PMAS- Arid Agriculture University, and 
Rawalpindi, Pakistan stated that women 
in Pakistan are very much interested in 

exploring ties with their counterparts in 
Uzbekistan. She stated that running a busi-
ness is all about finding solutions and op-
portunities, and the women of Uzbekistan 
can find a lot of opportunities in Pakistan, 
as we have a great potential market. Dr. 
Farida stated that the agriculture sector 
of Uzbekistan, specifically its machinery is 
very cost-effective. 
Thereby, she encouraged that agriculture 
growth as it provides opportunity for wom-
en of both countries to start their business-
es in this sector. 
She also emphasized that there are a lot of 
opportunities in promoting cuisine of both 
countries. Both countries have many simi-
larities in food. In this sector, joint collabo-
ration can be enhanced.
Ms. Bushra Siddiqui, Lecturer, Minhaj 
University, Lahore discussed that we must 
address the challenges that comes under 
promoting joint business ventures between 
women of both countries. She also suggest-
ed that we must not ignore the diversity at 
the global level, it includes culture, policies, 
laws, policies, time zones, etc. The foun-
dation of all of them is language diversity. 
She stated that language barriers must be 
curtailed. In this aspect, teams from Uzbek-
istan and Pakistan must familiarize them-
selves with the technical vocabulary and 
terms, as every field has its own jargons.  
Ms. Bushra also appreciated the initiative 
of organizing the conference. She stated 
that it is a great step towards improving 
bilateral ties through communication and 
interactions.

Tashkent 
hosts tourism 

forum

News Desk

TASHKENT: The Tourism 
Forum was held within the 
framework of the Second 
Forum of Uzbekistan – Rus-
sian Interregional Cooper-
ation, via videoconference, 
reports “Dunyo” IA corre-
spondent.
The event was attended by 
representatives of the Min-
istry of Tourism and Sports 
of Uzbekistan, the Council 
of Ministers of the Republic 
of Karakalpakstan, deputy 
hokims of Bukhara, Samar-
kand and Khorezm regions 
for tourism, sports and cul-
ture, heads of travel compa-
nies of the country.
Russia was represented by 
the leadership of the Fed-
eral Agency for Tourism 
and the Association of Tour 
Operators, ministers of the 
Chelyabinsk Region and the 
Republic of Crimea, repre-
sentatives of the mayor’s 
offices of Moscow, Saint 
Petersburg, as well as travel 
companies.
The Uzbek side presented 
presentations and infor-
mation on the tourism po-
tential of the country, the 
development of the sphere, 
measures to support the 
private sector by the state 
during a pandemic, and the 
conditions created to re-
ceive foreign visitors.
As First Deputy Minister 
of Tourism and Sports Ul-
ugbek Azamov noted, Rus-
sia has one of the leading 
places in cooperation with 
Uzbekistan in tourism and 
Russian citizens are very 
active in visiting the country 
as tourists. It was noted with 
satisfaction that the flow of 
visitors from Russia to Uz-
bekistan is increasing annu-
ally, and in the pre-pandemic 
2019, this figure exceeded 
455 thousand people.

South Korea 
interested in 
urea import 

from Pakistan
ISLAMABAD: The fertiliz-
er policy announced by the 
government has increased 
its domestic production 
capacity by approximately 
2 million tons and helped 
Pakistan to attain self-suffi-
ciency in urea production. 
“The excess capacity will 
earn precious foreign ex-
change for the country,” 
Chief Financial Officer 
(CFO) of Engro Fertilizer 
Imran Ahmed told media 
persons after a meeting 
with South Korean Ambas-
sador to Pakistan Suh Sang-
pyo and Counsellor (DCM) 
June Seo Park.
He said domestic fertilizer 
industry had enabled USD 
3 billion import substitution 
for the country during the 
current year. 
After achieving self-suffi-
ciency for the domestic de-
mand, the CFO said, the in-
dustry was now geared up to 
generate significant exports 
from untapped low BTU in-
digenous gas resources.
He said South Korea had 
shown interest in importing 
urea from Pakistan after its 
urea supplies had been im-
pacted due to recent limita-
tion on export of urea and 
other fertilizers from China. 
“Pakistan has significant 
potential to export urea and 
earn valuable foreign cur-
rency for the country” he 
added. – APP

France 
detains two 

far-right 
activists

Web Desk

PARIS: French security 
personnel have detained 
two far-right activists, 
media reports said 
Wednesday. 
The activists were discuss-
ing purchasing arms on the 
instant messaging applica-
tion Telegram, according to 
the Cnews news outlet.
The General Directorate 
of Internal Security ap-
prehended the activists in 
southwestern Montauban 
and Gironde provinces.
Cnews also reported 
that a preliminary inves-
tigation was initiated by 
the National Anti-Terror-
ist Prosecutor’s Office 
against the activists for 
forming a terrorist organ-
ization and “direct provo-
cation through an online 
means of communication 
to an act of terrorism.”
In searches at the activ-
ists’ residences, dozens of 
weapons and ammunition 
as well as equipment for 
making explosives were 
discovered.

MINSK: The West is using the migrant cri-
sis to put pressure on Minsk, but forgets 
about its own humanitarian commitments, 
Russian President Vladimir Putin said on 
18 November, TASS reports.
“It is obvious that Western countries are 
using the migrant crisis at the Belaru-
sian-Polish border as a new pretext to cre-
ate tension in the region close to us, to put 
pressure on Minsk. At the same time they 
forget about their own commitments in the 
humanitarian field,” the Russian leader 
said.
Vladimir Putin also criticized Poland for 

using water can-
nons and tear gas 
against migrants 
with children at 
the Belarusian-Pol-
ish border. “Let’s 
have a look at how 
the Polish security 

forces are acting at the border. The first 
thought that crosses your mind is feeling 
sorry for the children. The Poles unleash 
water cannons and use tear gas although 
the children are nearby,” Vladimir Putin 
said. – News Desk

West trying to put 
pressure on Minsk: Putin

Clashes erupt in Sudan’s capital 
after bloodiest day since coup

Agencies 

KHARTOUM: Street con-
frontations have again 
shaken Sudan’s capital, a 
day after security forces 
shot dead 15 protesters 
in the bloodiest day since 
the military’s October 25 
takeover.
On Thursday, police fired 
tear gas to disperse dozens 
of anti-coup protesters who 
had stayed on the streets of 
north Khartoum overnight, 
braving an intensifying 
crackdown that has drawn 
international condemna-
tion, witnesses said.
Police tore down makeshift 
barricades the protesters had 
erected the previous day.
Later in the day, dozens of 

protesters returned to re-
build them and police again 
fired tear gas in a bid to clear 
the streets, witnesses said.
“Protesters responded by 
hurling stones at the po-
lice,” one witness told the 
AFP news agency.
Top general Abdel Fattah 
al-Burhan detained the 
civilian leadership and de-
clared a state of emergen-
cy on October 25.
The Sudanese military, led 
by al-Burhan, seized power, 
dissolving the transitional 
government arresting doz-
ens of civilian officials and 
politicians, and declaring a 
state of emergency.
The takeover upended a frag-
ile planned transition to dem-
ocratic rule, more than two 
years after a popular uprising 

forced the removal of long-
time leader Omar al-Bashir.
Last week, al-Burhan ap-
pointed a new governing 
Sovereign Council, replac-
ing the country’s transi-
tional government, which 
comprised of civilian and 
military figures.
Al-Burhan insists the mil-
itary’s move “was not a 
coup” but a step to “rectify 
the course of the transition” 
to civilian rule.
Thousands took to the streets 
on Wednesday in Khartoum 
and other cities but were met 
by the deadliest crackdown 
since the coup.
At least 15 people, mostly 
from northern Khartoum, 
were killed on Wednesday 
alone, according to medics, 
raising the death toll of pro-

testers to 39 in recent weeks.
“We condemn violence to-
wards peaceful protesters 
and call for the respect and 
protection of human rights 
in Sudan,” said the US State 
Department’s Bureau of Af-
rican Affairs on Twitter on 
Wednesday.
Wednesday’s demonstra-
tions were organised de-
spite a near-total shutdown 
of internet services and dis-
ruption of telephone lines 
across Sudan.
In a statement, the Central 
Committee of Sudanese 
Doctors (CCSD) said secu-
rity forces “used live bullets 
heavily in different areas of 
the capital” and that there 
are “tens of gunshot inju-
ries, some of them in seri-
ous condition”.

National values 
crucial in bringing 

up young generation

DNA

BAKU: President Ilham Ali-
yev has said that the national 
values are of exceptional im-
portance in bringing up the 
young generation, Azertag 
reported on November 18.
He made the remarks in an 
address to participants of 
the  All-Republican Forum of 
Azerbaijani Children on No-
vember 18.
“Children are the future of 
society. The formation of our 
children as individuals loyal to 
our national values and high 
moral standards is of excep-
tional importance for the pro-
gress of our country,” he said.
He noted that the consistent 
social policy of Azerbaijan to 
protect children’s rights also 
serves this purpose.
The president emphasized 
that many of the issues raised 
at the last forum are fully 
reflected in the “2020-2030: 
Strategy of the Republic of 
Azerbaijan for Children”, 
which aims to ensure the 
comprehensive protection of 
children’s rights.
“You are lucky to be living in 

our country as it has entered 
the new century and the 
new millennium as an inde-
pendent state. You should be 
proud to be witnessing the 
glorious and dignified history 
of our victorious people,” he 
said.
Aliyev underlined that with 
the victory in the Patriotic 
War, the Azerbaijani army 
restored not only historical 
justice but also the rights and 
freedoms of more than a mil-
lion refugees and IDPs, which 
had been violated for more 
than 30 years, “thus avenging 
our innocent children who 
fell victim to enemy provoca-
tions”.
He added that today Azerbai-
jan is on the path of rapid de-
velopment.
“The fact that our country is 
getting stronger and stronger 
every year is also a guarantee 
of your happy and prosperous 
future. The current genera-
tion will entrust mighty Azer-
baijan to you. 
That is why you must always 
work hard and represent the 
Motherland with a deeper 
realization of your responsi-
bilities. I believe that you, as 
a spiritually rich generation, 
will grow up in the spirit of 
Azerbaijanism and spare no 
effort for the future develop-
ment and success of our Re-
public,” he said.
“Your [children] participation 
in this Forum, which brings 
together all Azerbaijani chil-
dren, is a manifestation of the 
great confidence shown in 
you. I do hope that the discus-
sions you will hold within the 
Forum will mark the begin-
ning of a new stage in the im-
plementation of our country’s 
children policy,” he added.

“Children are the 
future of society. 
The formation of 
our children as 

individuals loyal 
to our national 
values and high 
moral standards 
is of exceptional 
importance for 
the progress of 
our country.”

ISLAMABAD: Director-General of Inter-Services Intelligence (DG ISI) Lieutenant General Faiz 
Hameed pays a farewell call to Prime Minister Imran Khan. – DNA
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ISLAMABAD: The spouse of the In-
donesian Ambassador Mrs. Irina Tu-
giohosted Wastra Indonesia featuring 
Fashion Show to Celebrate the Value of 
Cultural Heritage and Diversity during 
the coffee morning at the Indonesian 
Embassy on November 18, 2021.
The event showcased batik and weaving 
products to the invited guests most of 
whom were wives of heads of foreign rep-
resentatives, international organizations 
and the President of Pakistan Foreign Of-
fice Women’s Association (PFOWA),Ms. 
MehwishSohail who is also the wife of 
the Foreign Secretary of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs of Pakistan.
Mrs. IrinaTugio welcomed the guest 
at the Indonesian Embassy. She intro-
duced the concept of Wastra Indonesia 
to the guest. Mrs Iriana Tugio highlight-
ed the importance ofWastraas it is a spe-
cial product because the majority of its 
makers are women who work as Small 
and Medium Enterprises. She said the 
Wastra is also an ancestral heritage that 
is an Indonesian cultural asset and has a 
vital social role in various parts of Indo-
nesia because each Wastra has its own 
uniqueness and story.
Coffee Morning brought the guests an 
opportunity to understand and get the 
exposure of Indonesia’s diverse culture 
and its philosophical, and historical val-
ues through its most famous Indonesian 
textile which is called “Batik”.Batik has 
been recognized by UNESCO as a world 
cultural heritage.
The exhibition also featured a mes-
merizing fashion show and the models 
displaying wide range of batik dresses 
drew great applause from the audience 
considering that the models were the 
wives of the ambassadors who enthu-
siastically participated in exhibiting 
batik on the ramp and in many cases 

exhibited their own collection of batik. 
The wives of the Ambassadors who 
performed as models at the fashion 
show included Madam ZhannaAssa-
nova from Kazakhstan, Madam Irena 
(Czech), Madam Reema (Bangladesh), 
Madam Henriette (Netherlands), Mad-
am PornratKrachaiwong (Thailand) 
besides Indonesian models, Miyra 
Mathilda and Yanti Budi.
The participants appreciated the host 
Mrs. IrianaTugio for her great effort 
in promoting cultural ties and giving 
them an opportunity to be a part of the 
beautiful cultural event, which is truly 
enjoyable and learning experience for 
them.The performance activities were 
also continued with the promotion of In-
donesian culinary offerings Indonesian 
delicacies such as satay, meatballs, pea-
nut crackers, traditional snacks, cakes 
among others. This exciting and lively 

fashion show which involved the wives 
of the ambassadors was the first of its 
kind in the capital. 
The wife of the Czech Ambassador Ms. 
Irena said, “This is the first time we 
have this kind of fashion show I have 
attended and we should arrange such 
events on regularly basis.”
“All is so beautiful,” said Ms. Rema, 
the wife of the Bangladesh Ambassador 
when observing clothes at the fash-
ion show. “I would love to buy these 
clothes,” she added.
The event was concluded with a note of 
thanks and Mrs. IrianaTugio extended 
herheartfelt gratitude to the honorable 
guests who attended the event and in-
vited them to visit the wonderful Asia- 
Indonesia.  

(Detailed coverage in the coming 
issue of Centreline Magazine)

Briefs
Russia test 
fires Zircon 
hypersonic 

missile
MOSCOW: Russia said on 
Thursday it had carried out 
another successful test of its 
Zircon hypersonic cruise mis-
sile, one the latest additions 
to the country’s arsenal of 
weapons called “invincible” 
by President Vladimir Putin.
Moscow has in recent years 
touted the development of 
weapons that it hopes will 
give it the edge in any arms 
race with the United States 
at a time of growing ten-
sions with the West.
Hypersonics can travel 
more than five times the 
speed of sound and manoeu-
vre in mid-flight, making 
them much harder to track 
and intercept than tradition-
al projectiles.
The military said on Thurs-
day it had fired the Zircon 
missile from the Admiral 
Gorshkov warship and hit a 
test target in Russia’s Arctic 
waters. “The shot was con-
ducted on a sea target in the 
waters of the White Sea,” 
Russia’s defence ministry 
said in a statement carried 
by news agencies. 
It added that the missile 
eliminated its target with a 
“direct hit”.  – APP

Nazir H Siyal

KARACHI: International 
Trade and Industrial Fair 
(ITIF) was of utmost im-
portance regarding eco-
nomic relations that would 
promote  advanced educa-
tion and development in 
the country.
E-commerce Gateway of 
Pakistan playing vital role 
in promoting the strong re-
lationships.
A different delegations of in-
ternational level led by Mr. 
Andrei Metelitsa, Ambassa-
dor Republic of Belarus and 
the Consul General of Iran 

Hassan Nourain and their 
products at their corner rep-
resentation have expressed 
that it will boost bilateral 
trade between countries.
Julia and Evegeny Prokop-
ovich the directors of 
Belind travel hoped for 
cultural and business tour 
opportunities ahead to 
make strong relationships 
with Pakistan.
The organizer E-com-
merce Gateway Umair 
Nizam distributed shields 
among the representatives 
country and the business.
He told the citizens visited 
in conclusion day of the 
fair observed all SOPs.

17th ITIF concludes 
with local, foreign 

participation

Hissein Taha 
assumes 

office as OIC 
Secy Gen

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Amb. Hissein 
Ibrahim Taha, the Secre-
tary-General elect of the 
Organization of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC), assumed 
office on Wednesday at the 
OIC’s General Secretariat 
headquarters in Jeddah.
Amb. Hissein Taha was elect-
ed in November 2020 dur-
ing the 47th Session of the 
Council of Foreign Ministers 
held in Niamey, Republic of 
Niger, as a representative 
of the African Group, as per 
the geographical rotation of 
the office of the OIC’s Sec-
retary-General. The said ses-
sion elected him as the new 
OIC’s Secretary-General for 
five years, starting November 
2021, a press release reach-
ing here from Jeddah on 
Thursday said.
Amb. Hissein Taha is a 
Chadian diplomat who had 
held several positions in 
his country, including Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, 
African Integration, and 
International Cooperation, 
Minister (Assistant Deputy 
Secretary-General of the 
Presidency of the Republic).
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Indonesian Women Association 
organizes Batik Fashion Show

Coffee Morning brought the guests an opportunity to understand and get the exposure of Indonesia’s 
diverse culture and its philosophical, and historical values through its most famous Indonesian textile 

which is called “Batik”. Batik has been recognized by UNESCO as a world cultural heritage

US grants $7 million to address 
covid-19 effects in Pakistan
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The United 
States government, through 
the United States Agency 
for International Develop-
ment (USAID), will contrib-
ute $7 million to the Asian 
Development Bank’s (ADB) 
ongoing project to address 
the secondary effects of 
COVID-19 in Pakistan. 
USAID Mission Director 
Julie Koenen and ADB 
Country Director Yong Ye 
attended a signing ceremo-
ny yesterday in Islamabad.  
ADB will use USAID’s $7 
million contribution to 
provide cash grants to Pa-
kistani families in need of 
financial assistance due to 
the pandemic.  The grants 
will be distributed through 
the Government of Paki-
stan’s Ehsaas Emergency 
Cash program managed by 
the Benazir Income Sup-
port Fund Program.  US-
AID’s funds also will provide 
technical and administrative 
support to ensure effective-
ness, accountability, and 
transparency for the pro-
gram beneficiaries.
Speaking at the ceremony, 
USAID Mission Director 

Koenen said, “Fighting 
this pandemic will take 
significant resources and 
an urgent, collective effort 
among governments, civil 
society, the private sector, 
philanthropists, multilater-
al organizations, and other 
international partners.”  
She further added, “This 
contribution to ADB will 
support the Government of 
Pakistan’s efforts to imple-

ment the Ehsaas Program 
through the provision of 
direct cash grants to under-
privileged Pakistani fami-
lies affected by closures and 
work stoppages during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.”
The $7mn contribution to 
the ADB is part of an overall 
U.S. commitment to assist 
countries affected by the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandem-
ic.  The United States has 

delivered more than $63 
million in COVID-19 assis-
tance through our partner-
ship with the Pakistani gov-
ernment.  Since the start of 
the pandemic, the United 
States has worked together 
with Pakistan to improve in-
fection prevention and con-
trol, enhance patient care, 
expand laboratory test-
ing, and support frontline 
healthcare workers. 

Pak rejects US 
designation on 

religious freedom
Saifullah

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on 
Thursday rejected the US 
State Department’s assess-
ment under the US domes-
tic legislation on religious 
freedom, terming it arbi-
trary and selective.
The designation of Pakistan 
as a “Country of Particular 
Concern” is completely 
against the realities on the 
ground and raises serious 
doubts about the credibili-
ty of this exercise, Foreign 
Office (FO) spokesperson 
Asim Iftikhar said during 
his weekly press briefing.
Each year the US secretary 
of state identifies “govern-
ments and non-state actors, 
who, because of their reli-
gious freedom violations, 
merit designation under 
the International Religious 
Freedom Act”, a statement 
by US Secretary of State 
Antony J Blinken said.
The US secretary of state has 
placed Pakistan and several 
other countries on the list for 
allegedly “having engaged in 
or tolerated systematic, ongo-

ing, and egregious violations 
of religious freedom”.
Iftikhar noted that such sub-
jective designations do not 
contribute towards promot-
ing the cause of religious 
freedom worldwide.
“Pakistan and the US have 
been constructively engag-
ing on the subject at the bi-
lateral level, a fact regretta-
bly overlooked by the US,” 
the spokesperson said.
“Pakistani society is mul-
ti-religious and pluralistic 
with a rich tradition of in-
ter-faith harmony. Religious 
freedom and the protection 
of the rights of minorities 
are guaranteed by our 
constitution and ensured 
through a range of legisla-
tive, policy, and administra-
tive measures,” he said.
Iftikhar highlighted that the 
glaring omission of India, 
where the RSS-BJP regime 
and their leaders openly 
disregard religious freedom 
and discriminate against 
minority communities in 
an institutionalised manner, 
is unfortunate and puts the 
credibility of the US report 
into question.

Ashrafi vows 
discrimination 
-free society 

ISLAMABAD: Special Rep-
resentative 
to the Prime 
Minister on 
R e l i g i o u s 
H a r m o n y 
and Middle 
East Hafiz 
Tahir Mehmood Ashrafi 
Thursday said that the Con-
stitution of Pakistan guaran-
teed the rights of minorities.
Addressing a seminar on 
international tolerance day 
organized by Muslim World 
League, he said Prime Minis-
ter and the State is very clear 
on teachings of Holy Prophet 
(peace be upon him), thus 
the government constituted 
Seerat Authority to spread 
the message of Islam. 
Shedding light on the mes-
sage of Islam on peace, love, 
affection, tolerance, coexist-
ence and humanity on the 
international tolerance day, 
he urged the world to foster 
respect for diverse faiths 
and cultures and reject ex-
tremism in any form.
He appreciated the role of 
Saudi Arabia and Muslim 
World League in spreading 
the message of Islam of tol-
erance, peace and love all 
over the world.
He said Paigham-e-Pakistan 
in Islamabad and Makkah 
Al-Mukkarramah Charter 
have the same object to pro-
mote global unity and co-
existence and highlight the 
message of Islam for peace 
and brotherhood. – APP

G7 urges 
Belarus to 
end crisis

News Desk

SOKOLKA: The Polish army 
detained dozens of migrants 
who crossed the Belarus 
border and accused Belaru-
sian special forces of master-
minding the operation, as G7 
foreign ministers on Thurs-
day urged Minsk to end the 
migrant crisis. Around 2,000 
people, mainly from the Mid-
dle East, are estimated to be 
living near the Poland-Belarus 
border in dire conditions and 
desperate to cross into the 
European Union.
The EU says Belarus engi-
neered the crisis in retaliation 
for sanctions on the ex-Soviet 
country. Minsk and its main 
ally Russia have rejected the 
charges and criticised the EU 
for not taking in the migrants 
seeking to cross over.
“We call on the regime to 
cease immediately its aggres-
sive and exploitative cam-
paign,” the EU and foreign 
ministers of the G7 global 
powers said.
But Belarus has said it wants 
to de-escalate the crisis.
Belarusian President Alex-
ander Lukashenko’s spokes-
woman Natalya Eismont said 
on Thursday that there were 
currently around 7,000 mi-
grants in the country. She 
said Belarus will send 5,000 
of the migrants home, while 
German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel will negotiate with the 
EU on creating “a humanitar-
ian corridor to Germany” for 
the 2,000 on the border.


