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Contestant quits
Miss Universe

DNA
ISLAMABAD:

Pakistan
Prime Min-
ister and
PCB Patron-
in-Chief Im-
ran Khan
has won the
Mohammad Bin Rashid Al
Maktoum Creative Sports
Award. The ceremony for
the eleventh edition of
the MBR Creative Sports
Award was held at Deep
Dive Dubai on Monday,
where Imran Khan was
selected for the “Interna-
tional Sports Personality”
category. This prestigious
award has been given to
Imran Khan for his contri-
butions to sports, which
includes leading his coun-
try’s cricket team to the
1992 World Cup glory.

Moeed urges
assistance
for Afghans

STAFF REPORT
ISLAMABAD:

National
Security
Advisor Dr
Moeed Yusuf
has  urged
the interna-

; tional com-
munity to devise a system
to ensure provision of as-
sistance to Afghans before
winter. He was talking to a
six-member US delegation
headed by Congressman
Gregory Meeks in Islama-
bad. The National Security
Advisor expressed deep
concern over deteriorating
humanitarian situation in
Afghanistan as nearly sixty
percent of Afghan popula-
tion may face extreme level
of hunger. He said Afghani-
stan’s financial and banking
system is in disarray.

Afridi vacates
Senate seat

DNA

ISLAMABAD: PTI's Ayub
S Afridi has re-

signed from
the Senate
to make

way for the
election of
PM’s Adviser on Finance
Shaukat Tarin as a mem-
ber of the Parliament.
Chairman Senate Sadiq
Sanjrani has accepted
Ayub Afridi’s resignation,
who has now been induct-
ed as a cabinet member.
The Senate Secretariat
has declared Ayub Afridi’s
seat vacant and issued a
notification to which the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) has also
been informed.
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‘Allegations from within’

Judiciary is
in the dock,
claims PDM

Sources say PDM meeting on Dec

6 may demand general elections in

2022; long march and resignations
also likely to come next year

SpeEciAL CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Democratic Move-
ment (PDM) President Maulana Fazlur Re-
hman said Tuesday that the judiciary’s in-
tegrity had come into question after recent
allegations “from within”. Sources say PDM
meeting on December 6 may demand general

Institutions must

not run courts:.
Khaqgan Abbasi

STAFF REPORT

elections in 2022 while long march and resig-

nations also likely to come next year.

The JUL-F chief, speaking to the media, was
referring to the recent affidavit submitted
by former Gilgit-Baltistan chief justice Rana
Shamim and an audio clip that allegedly fea-
tures the voice of ex-chief justice of Paki-
stan Saqib Nisar. Fazl was speaking to the
media after a PDM meeting, saying that the
“conspiracies” that took place against for-
mer prime minister Nawaz Sharif, his party
and leaders of other political parties, were
in reality conspiracies against the country

and its democracy.

“We respect the courts but are also hurt,”
he said, referring to the Rana Shamim af-
fidavit and the alleged Justice (retd) Saqib
Nisar audio clip. The JULF leader said that
the recent controversies had raised ques-
tions on the freedom and independence
of the judiciary. “With a heavy heart, we
think that they [judiciary] will have to re-
gain their status through their character,”
he added. The PDM leader said that these
conspiracies were the main reason why Pa-
kistan was facing an economic crisis today.

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Former prime minister
and Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) leader Shahid Khagan Abbasi
while vouching for the authenticity of the
leaked audiotape of former chief justice
of Pakistan Saqib Nisar has said though
it has been established that it is the ex-
CJP’s voice but the government was hell-
bent to prove that the tape is fake.

The senior PML-N leader stated that
one day, everything would be revealed.
In the alleged audiotape, the former
CJP was telling somebody that judges
received instructions to target PML-N
supremo Nawaz Sharif and his daugh-
ter Maryam Nawaz.

“Who is instructing whom, everything
will come to light,” he added.

Abbasi maintained that the PML-N had
nothing to do with any ‘affidavit’ or ‘au-
dio tape’ we were just demanding jus-
tice. He insisted that the tape was orig-
inal. He said if the PML-N had created
this tape or affidavit to frame the for-
mer chief justice of Pakistan, then they
should be punished and Ahmad Noorani
should be punished for releasing it.

Battle-hardened army
ready to defend Pakistan

The Army Chief emphasized on the
youth to strive for excellence

STAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI:  Chief of
Army Staff (COAS) General
Qamar Javed Bajwa visit-
ed Headquarters Lahore
Corps where he was given
a detailed briefing on oper-
ational preparedness of the
formation, according to Inter
Services Public Relations
(ISPR). According to the
ISPR, COAS Qamar Bajwa
appreciated the operational
preparedness and measures
taken against COVID-19 pan-
demic by the Corps that is
currently being led by Lieu-
tenant General Muhammad
Abdul Aziz. The army chief,
according to the military’s
media wing, visited Lahore
Medical College (LMC)

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan rejects
Indian claims

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan categorically rejected on Tues-
day the baseless Indian claims that a Pakistan Air
Force’s (PAF) F-16 was shot down by an Indian pilot -
Abhinandan Varthaman - before he was captured by Pa-
kistan in Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK) on February
27, 2019. The Foreign Office issued a statement a day
after Abhinandan was awarded Vir Chakra medal — In-
dia’s third-highest military award - stating that the ‘cita-
tion of the award to the downed Indian pilot is a classic
case of Indian fabrications and pure fantasy to appease
the domestic audience and hide the embarrassment.'
The statement further mentioned that the Indian
Air Force was completely outplayed on the day. “In a
daring daylight action, two Indian aircraft were shot
down by the Pakistan Air Force on 27 February 2019.

Continued on Page 06
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan launching Track and Trace System for Sugar Sector. — DNA
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US
Embassy
donates
26,500
books

Over 5,300
students and
alumni of the US
Microscholarship
Program (Access)
to benefit

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The U.S.
Embassy’s Regional Eng-
lish Language Office, in co-
ordination with Cengage,
National Geographic, and
Allied Book Company,
donated 26,500 books to
over 5,300 students and
alumni of the U.S. Gov-
ernment’s English Access
Microscholarship Program
(Access). The Access pro-
gram is delivering fiction
and non-fiction books rep-
resenting a variety of gen-
res to Access students and
alumni across Pakistan.

Continued on Page 06

PM orders
inquiry
against senior
bureaucrat

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan has ordered
an inquiry against a senior
joint secretary of the Cab-
inet Division for posting
"objectionable comments"
against the ruling Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf on a social
media platform. According
to a statement of allegations
issued by the Establishment
Division on Monday, a copy
of which is available with
Dawn.com, BS-21 officer
Hammad Shamimi had post-
ed a comment on a social
media page/platform that
was tantamount to miscon-
duct under the Civil Serv-
ants (Efficiency and Disci-
pline) Rules, 2020.

Ambassador Khazar Farhadov stressed the importance
of developing economic and trade relations and informed
the works carried out in recent months in this regard

CENTRELINE REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Khazar Far-
hadov, Ambassador of the
Republic of Azerbaijan to
Pakistan visited Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (ICCI) and met
with Mr. Muhammad Sha-
keel Munir, President of
Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry and Ex-
ecutive Members of ICCI.

ICCI  President Muham-
mad Shakeel Munir firstly
thanked Ambassador Khazar
Farhadov for the visit and
expressed satisfaction with

the sincere relations
between Azerbai- 4
jan and Paki- @
stan. Informing
about the struc-
ture and activ- 3
ities of ICCI, '/
the President
spoke about the
future activ-
ities of

ICCI in further enhancing
trade relations between Azer-
baijan and Pakistan. Speak-
ing about the high level of
political relations between
the two countries, Ambas-
sador Khazar Farhadov
stressed the importance of
developing economic and
trade relations and informed
the works carried out in re-
cent months in this
regard. Talking
on the potential
of import-ex-
port products
between Azer-
baijan and
Pakistan,

Farhadov noted the impor-
tance of identifying specific
projects and taking practical
steps as a result of direct dis-
cussions within the Azerbai-
jan-Pakistan Joint Commis-
sion, as well as between the
business circles of the two
countries in this direction.
The sides also noted the im-
portance of SOCAR’s LNG
supplies to Pakistan so far
in terms of developing eco-
nomic and trade relations
between the two countries,
and exchanged views on the
possibility of continuation
of these activities of SOCAR
in the future as well.

Cabinet okays wheat

transit from India

Fawad Chaudhry says PML-N is using
fake audios to pressurize judiciary

SHusaaTr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Information and Broadcast-
ing Chaudhry Fawad Hus-
sain on Tuesday reiterated
the government’s resolve
for holding the next general
election through Electronic
Voting Machines (EVMs) at
all cost. He added, the fed-
eral cabinet has accorded
approval toprovide transit to
shipment of 50,000 metric
tons of wheat supplied by

India to Afghanistan to avert
any humanitarian crisis.

Addressing the media per-
sons about decisions taken
in the Federal Cabinet meet-
ing chaired by Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan, he said a
ministerial committee had
been constituted to liaise
with the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP)
for ensuring implementa-
tion of the recently passed
laws on electoral reforms.

Continued on Page 06

Rising debt
a security
issue: PM

Kuayam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Imran Khan on
Tuesday said that the ris-
ing foreign debt and low
tax revenue had become
an issue of “national se-
curity” because govern-
ment did not have enough
resources to spend on
people’s welfare. “Our
biggest problem is that
we don’t have enough
money to run our coun-
try due to which we have
to borrow loans,” he said
while addressing the
inaugural ceremony of
Track and Trace System
(TTS) of FBR for sugar in-
dustry in Islamabad. The
FBR's TTS will ensure
electronic monitoring of

Continued on Page 06
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ECP decides
to celebrate
National
Voters Day

PESHAWAR: The Election
Commission of Pakistan is
going to celebrate the Nation-
al Voters Day on December 7
across the country to create
awareness among the gen-
eral public and young voters
about the importance of vot-
ing in the electoral process
besides maximizing voters’
registration.

To highlight significance of a
vote and to encourage people
especially youth and women
to register for voting, ECP
has decided to celebrate De-
cember 7 as national voters
day in all provinces of Paki-
stan including Khyber Pak-
thunkhwa where awareness
campaign would be launched
at district level with assis-
tance of civil society, media
and intelligentsia.

Provincial Election Commis-
sion (PEC) official told APP
on Tuesday that the major
function would be held at Pe-
shawar under an aegis of Pro-
vincial Election Commission
where representatives of civil
society, media, officers of rel-
evant departments, students,
workers of political parties,
community and religious
leaders and intelligentsia
would participate.
Awareness seminars, de-
bates, rallies and walks
would be arranged in each
district of Khyber Pak-
thunkhwa to appraise peo-
ple, especially young voters
and women, about the im-
portance of votes in a demo-
cratic step. — APP

KP to
implement
food policy:

Atif Khan

PESHAWAR: Senior Min-
ister for Food and Informa-
tion Technology , Atif Khan
on Tuesday said that Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa was the first
province that has formulat-
ed and implemented food
security policy to ensure
availability of nutritious
food at affordable price for
people of province.

Talking to APP, the minister
said that basic goal of the
food policy was to attain sus-
tainable food security, pover-
ty alleviation and generate
employment  opportunities
through achieving higher sus-
tainable economic growth.
He said that food security
policy had four main pillars
t to make sure physical avail-
ability and presence of food
from all sources ,economic
access to the available food
and attaining efficient, af-
fordable, sustainable, acces-
sible, nutrition sensitive and
inclusive food system

Atif Khan said that the food
policy aimed to provide in-
centives to women for en-
hanced participation in agri-
culture sector, promotion of
public-private  partnership
and contractual farming,
introduction of Kissan Card
scheme for farmer , devel-
oping agricultural zones
across the province.

He said that food policy would
encourage involvement of
community based workers
for farmers awareness, crea-
tion of dedicated secretariat
for Livestock sector and effi-
cient use of allocated share
of Irrigation water under Wa-
ter Apportionment Accord
1991. - APP
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ABAD: Ladies posing for a group photo on the occasion of Armed Forces Day of Bangladesh. — DNA

Increase in mark-up will
add burden on SMEs

SBP has totally ignored the interests of the business community which will have negative
repercussions on the overall business environment in addition to intensifying inflation

IsaraQ MuGHAL

sources.

He said they have to depend on

the exports on growth trajecto-
ry but this increase will nullify

FAISALABAD: Increase of 150
basic points in mark up rate will
be detrimental for the economy
and is tantamount to stopping the
growing exports, said Mr. Atif Mu-
nir Sheikh, President Faisalabad
Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try (FCCI).

Commenting on the recently
held meeting of the Monetary
Policy Committee of the State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP), he said
that the majority of the business
community belong to the SME
sector with limited financial re-

loans and increase in markup
will add additional burden on
them instead of bringing down
the cost of production. “Depreci-
ation of PKR will further compli-
cate the business of import and
export”, he said and added that
the SBP has totally ignored the
interests of the business commu-
nity which will have negative re-
percussions on the overall busi-
ness environment in addition to
intensifying inflation.

“Recent increase in markup will
make our exportable surplus
uncompetitive in the global mar-

kets”’, he said and added that
Special Assistant to Prime Min-
ister Mr. Abdul Razak Dawood
has made hectic efforts to put

his serious efforts and further
squeez our export earnings and
foreign exchange reserves.

He demanded that the Govern-
ment must intervene and with-
draw this unjustified increase
in markup rate. He further said
that it will also help the Govern-
ment to control inflation which
has made the life of poor masses
miserable.

Meanwhile Mr. Imran Mahmood
Sheikh Senior Vice President
Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce
& Industry has also termed this
increase as a noose for the entire

industrial sector and said that the
increase in production cost will
force industrialists to close down
their units which will also render
millions of workers jobless.

He said that the SME sector
was already passing through
a critical stage and increasing
markup would further aggravate
this situation. He also expressed
concern over the decision to in-
crease the number of meetings
of the Monetary Policy Commit-
tee from 6 to 8 in a year.

He said that it will foment uncer-
tainty and no businessman could
make long term agreements with
futuristic vision.

IGP suspends
DSP Chung, SHO
Nawab Town

LAHORE: Inspector General of Police (IGP) Punjab Rao Sard-
ar Ali Khan on Tuesday suspended Deputy Superintendent of
Police (DSP) Chung and Station House Officer (SHO) Nawahb
Town over the incident of firing between two groups here.

He directed that all the persons involved in the incident
should be arrested as soon as possible and strict legal action

should be taken against them.

Presiding over a meeting at Central Police Office (CPO) to
give directions to supervisory officers of Lahore and Sheikhu-
pura ranges, he directed that security arrangements of the
courts in all the districts of the province should be re-audited,
adding the security of the courts should be improved with the
effective use of available resources.

Rao Sardar Ali Khan said the supervisory officers should take
immediate action on the incidents of abduction, torture, vio-
lence and abuse of children and women.

The IG Punjab directed strict action against those involved in
the manufacture, sale and use of metal strings of kites.
Expressing dismay over the incident of violence and torture
against a woman at Kasur police station, he said that torture
and inhumane treatment of the accused was “intolerable”, and
directed dismissal of lady constable and police official involved
in the incident. The IGP while instructing the officers from
Lahore and Sheikhupura regions said that RPOs and DPOs
should go out in the field themselves and conduct inspections

of police stations.

He said that those who bring disrepute to the department by
their words and deeds would be expelled from the department

under zero tolerance policy.

The IGP directed the officers of Lahore and Sheikhupura to
re-submit their performance reports after seven days.

Capital City Police Officer (CCPO) Lahore Fayyaz Ahmad
Dev, RPO Sheikhupura, DIG operations Lahore, other senior
officers were also present. — APP

BurReAU REPORT

FAISALABAD: Deputy
Commissioner Ali Shahzad
has directed to take Stern
action against stubble
burning and fixed 50 thou-
sand fine to those who are
involved in it this practice
so next no one be tried to
stubble the burning.

He said this while presided
over the review meeting of
antj smog measures. Deputy
Commissioner directed the

ACs and concerned depart-
ments to be proactive in im-
plementing anti smog meas-
ures and should be in field.
Deputy Commissioner said
that traffic police and sec-
retary RTA should intensify
the campaign against smoke
emitting vehicles.

He said that banners relat-
ed to crackdown against
emitting vehicles on major
highways and public places
including transport stands
should also be hung. Asked
the agriculture department

FAISALABAD: DC Ali Shahzad distributes
pamphlets among citizen regarding
precautionary measures about smog. — DNA

to continue the awareness
campaign for the farmers
not to burn the crop resi-
dues and inform them about
the ban imposed by the Pun-
jab government so that there
would be no violation.

He said that promote the
process of installing kilns
under zig zang technology in
this regard, brick kiln asso-
ciations should be contacted
and fine the violators.

The Deputy Commissioner
stressed on the need to or-
ganize awareness lectures
and speech competitions in
educational institutions to
prevent smog.

He said that all the depart-
ments should carry out their
responsibilities responsibly
to control smog and the
results of their operations
should be seen in this re-
gard.He said that measures
are also being taken to curb
the smoke emanating from
the boilers of factories.

A walk was also held to
sentize the public for adopt-
ing precautionary measures
during smog. Deputy Com-
missioner led the walk.

Commissioner
reviews
progress on
safari train

PESHAWAR: Commissioner
Peshawar Division, Riaz Me-
hsud has reviewed progress
so far taken place on safa-
ri train from Peshawar to
Landikotal, near the Pak-Af-
ghan border after the Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment decided to restart the
British era railway track.

Commissioner  Peshawar
has directed the administra-
tion to clear encroachments
along the railway track
within three days otherwise
strict action would be taken.

I

KARACHI: Assistant to Chief Minister Sindh, Syed Riaz Hussain Shah,
after Public meetings, keenly reading credible Pakistan’s first diplomatic
Daily “Islamabad Post” on Tuesday. DNA

Mehsud visited the railway
track with the officials of
the Federal Board of Reve-
nue (FBR).

He was informed that the
British-era track complete-

!Y encroaches at 11 points | FAISALABAD: Provincial 1.5 maunds per acre this year
i Khyber and Peshawar | Minister for Agriculture and hoped that it would go by
districts. Syed Hussain Jahania Gar- 3 maunds by next fiscal year.

Earlier, the Divisional | dezi has said that promotion  He said that 22,000 students

Superintendent (DS) Mu-
hammad Yusuf, Chief En-
gineer of Pakistan Railway
Headquarters, Lahore, and
the technical team visit-
ed the railway track and
identified the obstacles for
clearing the route of his-
toric track from Peshawar
to Torkham. — APP

of modern agri-techniques
and research is imperative
to further boost the agricul-
ture sector. After inaugu-
rating the Engro Learning
Centre at University of Ag-
riculture Faisalabad (UAF)
here on Tuesday.

He said that wheat produc-
tion in Punjab had increased

helped promote

lems of farmers.

of UAF participated in the
Punjab government wheat
campaign which not only
modern
farming methods but also
enable the students to get
acquainted with the real prob-

He said the government was
taking all possible measures

Minister for promotion of
agri sector on modern lines

to make agriculture profita-
ble, ensure food security and
increase per acre production,
that will help alleviate poverty
and open up the new avenues
for economic growth.

The minister said the agricul-
tural scientists of UAF had
rendered immense services
for the development of agri-
culture and hoped that they
would enhance their role in
tackling the challenges faced
by the agri sector. — APP

FOSPAH
holds seminar
on awareness

against
harassment

PESHAWAR: An aware-
ness seminar against har-
assment at the workplace
was held here Tuesday in
University of Engineering
Technology (UET) to cre-
ate awareness among the
youth regarding harass-
ment especially women.

Kashmala Khan, Federal
Ombudsperson, Federal
Ombudsmen Secretariat

for Protection Against Har-
assment (FOSPAH) was the
chief guest on the occasion.
The event was attended by
a large number of students
and staff.

Kashmala said, FOSPAH
was established in 2010 and
has worked a lot in the field
through online complaint
registration. She informed
the audience on how to
approach FOSPAH for pro-
tection in case women face
harassment at workplaces.
She said FOSPAH is aimed
to protect women so that
they could work without any
fear, adding, “that all of us
have to stand up, speak up
against harassment”.

She urged the students to
get rid of fear and know their
rights while working with
men. She said, FOSPAH
will ensure that women get
justice provided that they
are aware which institutions
are to be approached for re-
porting.

She urged the need to have
a harassment committee at
universities so that matters
for timely solution of cases,
adding, FOSPAH assures
to extend free legal coun-
seling support and register
appeals.

Regional Commissioner,
Peshawar Rubab Mehdi in
her address said, the har-
assment cases have tripled
in the present tenure, how-
ever property rights and
financial empowerment for
women are the focal areas
for FOSPAH.

Vice Chancellor UET Pe-
shawar Prof. Dr. Iftikhar
Hussain said UET Peshawar
has established a proper
grievance redressal sys-
tem for any such case. The
harassment and discipline
committees have women
representation which makes
it easier for female students
to share their issues and
deal with matters on time.
He advised the faculty and
students to take care of fe-
male staff. — APP

Ababeel
Force to curb
street crimes

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa police department
has decided to form “Aba-
beel Force” in the provincial
metropolis to curb street
crimes.

The IGP office sources in-
formed on Tuesday that the
Ababeel Force would com-
prise 1,600 police officials
from the elite force and per-
form duty in two shifts.

The officials would patrol
city roads and streets on
motorcycles. Four officials
on two bikes would patrol
together to provide needed
assistance to teach other in
the time of need.

The forces wearing jackets
would also be equipped
with all necessary gadgets
including cameras and
weapons. The cameras
would also help in moni-
toring the police officials’
performance. — APP
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Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 0334-5421812

Airlines
TurkishAirlines...... 8494949

Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20

Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi 9270601-20
Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIA Cargo..... ...9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA...ooiiiiees 9281092

Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666
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Departments

Complaints

Water Tanker Service
E-7,F-10 & F-11......9204654
G-5,G-6,G-7,G-8....9203883

G9, G-10, G-11, G-12,
H8uooeeeieieenne 9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Islamabad
Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224
Potohar Town......... 9209224
Rawal Town............. 5773343

Wasa Water Tank

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125
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‘ Lunal Cyber Security Academy
Air Univansity, Islamabad

/

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi inaugurated the country’s first ever National Cyber Security Academy. — DNA

Building capabilities in
cyber security vital: Alvi

President Alvi said the attainment of strong capacity in cyber security
was significant for both defensive and offensive strategies as
the world witnessed rapid technological advancement

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: President Dr
Arif Alvi on Tuesday said
amid the global challenges
of cyber-attacks, it was im-
portant for Pakistan to build
national capabilities in cyber
security to protect its impor-
tant systems and data.
Addressing at the inaugural
session of 2nd annual In-
ternational Conference of
Cyber Warfare and Securi-
ty, he said preparing indige-
nous professionals and solu-
tions was vital to reduce the
risk of cyber-attacks, par-
ticularly against the coun-
try’s defence, energy and
financial infrastructures.
The two-day event organ-
ized by National Centre of
Cyber Security, Air Univer-
sity discussed ways to build
to strengthen cyber securi-

ty and neutralize advanced
threats. President Alvi said
the attainment of strong ca-
pacity in cyber security was
significant for both defen-
sive and offensive strategies
as the world witnessed rapid
technological advancement.
He said a national vision of
a secure and robust digital
ecosystem would lead the
country to socio-economic
development.

He mentioned that cyber-
space had recently attract-
ed the attention of many
developed and developing
countries with reports of
government websites being
hacked and sensitive data
stolen by foreign groups.
He said with quantum com-
puters coming to future, it
would become highly dif-
ficult to secure data for a
country unless production
of its indigenous hardware

and software.

He pointed out that cy-
ber-attacks could affect the
nation’s infrastructure and
damage its economy.

To create cyber security
awareness, he said, there
was a dire need for Pakistan
to produce graduates and
human resource capable of
handling the challenges of
cyber security.

The president, who inaugu-
rated on the occasion the
National Cyber Security
Academy, lauded the efforts
of the Pakistan Air Force to
emerge as an effective ubig-
uitous and highly respon-
sive cyber force.

He expressed confidence that
under the patronage of PAF
and Higher Education Com-
mission, the academy would
prove as a milestone towards
safe, secure and sustainable
national cyber security. Be-

sides defence, Dr Alvi said,
it was high time for Pakistan
to secure its boundaries from
all sorts of cyberattacks in
domains including politics,
industry and culture.

PAF Director General C4I
Air Vice Marshal Abbas
Ghumman outlined the
priorities of PAF in collab-
oration with academia on
ensuring the cyber defence.
He mentioned in this regard
the initiatives including arti-
ficial intelligence, strength-
ening of the aerospace in-
dustry to gain self-reliance,
malware detection, hard-
ware and software evalua-
tion, the establishment of
PAF’s first cyber security
park and full operationali-
zation of the PAF’s cyber
command by March.

Director National Centre for
Cyber Security (NCCS) Dr
Kashif Kifayat said the Air

University and NCCS were
collaborating on indigenous
tool development to tap the
international market.

The cyber security acad-
emy would act as a plat-
form for researchers and
industry to improve the
digital landscape of the
country, he added. Vice
Chancellor Air University
Air Marshal (retd) Javaid
Ahmed said for PAF, the
timely realization of cyber
security amid top threats
of national security had
gained momentum. He
said the National Cyber
Security Academy was
important in developing
cyber awareness, training
and skilled development.
The Chief Security Officer
of Huawei Pakistan said
as cyber security became
fundamental to business,
Huawei was building a co-

operative digital ecosys-
tem in 170 countries with
a comprehensive global
security system.

Executive Director Higher
Education Commission Dr
Shaista Sohail said the HEC
was upgrading the academ-
ic course of cyber security
to BS and PhD levels and
also considering including
it as a mandatory subject
in universities for creating
awareness among the new
generation.

The president, along with
Chief of the Air Staff Air
Chief  Marshal Zaheer
Ahmed Babar Sidhu, visit-
ed the industry exhibit and
evinced keen interest in the
products including cyber
forensic toolkits, secure
communication framework,
remote monitoring via sen-
sors, and internet security
and privacy labs.

ISLAMABAD: Senator Muhammad Ayub tendering his resignation

-

to Chairman Senate, Sadiq Sanjrani. — DNA

SECP
amends
regulations

to facilitate
SMEs

ISLAMABAD: The SECP
has introduced amend-
ments in the Companies
(Further Issue of Shares)
Regulations, 2020 to ad-
dress the impediments
faced by the corporate sec-
tor, particularly startups
and small companies, in
raising equity through con-
ventional modes.

Key changes include per-
mission to convert one
class of shares into an-
other class, issuance of
shares with differential
rights without approval of
the SECP, and specifica-
tion of mechanism for val-
uation of non-cash assets.
As per the law, companies
can have more than one
kind of shares conferring
varying rights of dividend,
voting and participation de-
pending upon the needs of
its capital providers. - DNA

IPDS, Viivbook inks
MoU to promote

Chinese language

ISLAMABAD: Institute of Peace and Diplomatic Studies Tues-
day signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with
Viivbook to jointly launch the Chinese Language Program in Pa-
kistani Universities. The MoU would be offering free Chinese
training courses, research and development, and promoting cul-
tural cooperation. The initiative would be a pilot project that
begins from BahauddinZakariya University (BZU) and Shaheed
Benazir Bhutto Women University (SBBWU), Peshawar which
would be expanded to all universities across the country.

The two sides aimed to work together further to expand
and strengthen the cooperation. They also agreed that it
was just the beginning of the long journey of cooperation

between the two sides. Farhat Asif,

President of IPDS

made concluding remarks in which she emphasized closer
China-Pakistan cooperation. She emphasized the role of the
Centre of BRI and China studies in strengthening relations
and building trust between the two sides. She stated every-
one was aware of the importance of CPEC and BRI in re-
gional development. The initiative had increased the impor-
tance of Chinese language for local population, she added.
She said therefore, the Chinese Language Program be-
came an important initiative to learn the Chinese language.
Students, Scholars, and even any interested individual
can learn the Chinese language through this project. She
stressed that the two sides should continue to make efforts
to strengthen the bilateral relations. Libei Zhang, Manager
Viivbook, Tianjin Hantong Educational Technology Co., Ltd
said that the initiative would strengthen the ironclad broth-
erhood of China and Pakistan. She highlighted the close
bilateral relations of the two states. - APP

COMSTECGH, S&T institutions mull cooperation

The meeting was chaired by the Additional Secretary, MoST, Dr. Syed Ata-ur-Rehman.
In his welcome remarks Dr. Rehman said that there is a need of improved
coordination between science and technology institutions and COMSTECH

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Coordination meet-
ing between COMSTECH and
the S&T organizations and insti-
tutions affiliated with the Min-
istry of Science and Technology
(MoST), Pakistan held at COMS-

TECH on Tuesday.

The meeting was chaired by the
Additional Secretary, MoST, Dr.
Syed Ata-ur-Rehman. In his wel-
come remarks Dr. Rehman said
that there is a need of improved

coordination between science and
technology institutions and COM-
STECH. He said that the govern-
ment is committed to achieve
the goal of success in the devel-
opment of science and technolo-
gy. Dr. Rehman said that having
COMSTECH is a great privilege
as well as a challenge.

He emphasized the need of mutu-
al cooperation and coordination
among S&T institutions. Dr. Reh-
man said to have doable projects
in the minutes of the meeting for
circulation among the S&T insti-

Pakistani

tution for implementation.

Prof. Dr. M. Igbal Choudhary, Co-
ordinator General, COMSTECH
welcomed the heads of 12 lead-
ing S&T institutions participat-
ed in the meeting. He shed light
on the establishment of COMS-
TECH, its mandate and status in
Muslim World. Prof. Choudhary
emphasized the need of linking
S&T
and institutions with the institu-
tions of same mandate in other
OIC member states to achieve
socio-economic

organizations

development

through mutual cooperation and
coordination and to accomplish
successful
Prof. Choudhary offered S&T in-
stitutions full support in creating
linkages with institutions in OIC
member states for joint projects
and programmes. He said the job
of COMSTECH is to serve OIC
states to develop their own S&T
capacity building, help building
inter-institutional linkages for de-
veloping result oriented projects.
The meeting was attended by
the heads of 12 leading S&T in-

science diplomacy.

stitutions affiliated with MoST:
PCRWR,
CUI, PCST, STEDEC, NIE, NIO,
PNAC, PHA, PSF and PCRET.
The heads of institutions pre-
sented their prospective pro-
jects, discussed future plan and
gave recommendations.

Next meeting would be hosted
by COMSTECH in which all in-
stitutions would present doable
projects for seeking funding
from international funding agen-
cies and partner organizations
from OIC states.

PCSIR, NUTECH,

ANTF sizes
2285 kg
drugs valuing
US$168 min

ISLAMABAD: Anti Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) had seized
2285.04 kg narcotics val-
uing US$ 168.539 million
internationally, arrested
30 drug pushers, and im-
pounded 15 vehicles during
33 counter-narcotics strikes
throughout the country.
According to the spokesper-
son the seized drugs com-
prised 113.88 Kg heroin,
2076.85 Kg hashish, 79.85
Kg opium, 10 Kg ampheta-
mine, 4.25 Kg methamphet-
amine (Ice), 1210 valium
Tablets ( 0.210 Kg).

In Balochistan, the force
had recovered 652 Kg drugs
in 1 operation. The seized
drugs comprised 652 Kg
hashish. The force in Pun-
jab had recovered 10.885
Kg drugs in 2 operations
while arresting 3 accused.
The seized drugs comprised
10.885 Kg Heroin.

In Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
the ANF had recovered
315.83 Kg drugs in 14 op-
erations while arrested 10
accused including 1 woman
and 2 Afghan nationals, and
impounded 4 vehicles. The
seized drugs comprised
63.88 Kg heroin, 226.95 Kg
hashish, 15 Kg opium, and
10 Kg Methamphetamine
(Ice). The Anti-Narcotics
Force in Sindh Province had
recovered 1146.03 Kg drugs
in 7 operations while arrest-
ing 5 accused and impound-
ing 3 vehicles. The seized
drugs comprised 0.270 Kg
heroin, 1128.05 Kg hash-
ish, 13.500 Kg opium, 4 Kg
Methamphetamine  (Ice),
and 1210 Valium Tablets
(0.210 Kg). The force had
also recovered 160.295 Kg
drugs in 9 operations and
arrested 12 accused includ-
ing 1 woman, and captured
8 vehicles. The seized drugs
comprised 38.845 Kg hero-
in, 69.850 Kg hashish, 51.35
Kg Opium, and 0.250 Kg
Methamphetamine (Ice).
The cases have been regis-
tered at respective ANF po-
lice stations under CNS Act
1997 and investigations are
under process. — APP

11 more
tested positive

of coronavirus

RAWALPINDI: As many as
eleven more patients were
tested positive of the deadly
coronavirus during the last
24 hours in the district, with
four belonging to the Rawal-
pindi Cantonment area, two
each from Potohar and Raw-
al town while one each case
has reached from KallarSye-
da, Kahutta and Chakwal.
According to the daily sit-
uation report issued by the
District Corona Manage-
ment centre on Tuesday,27
Coronavirus confirmed pa-
tients were admitted to four
city facilities, including 11
in Fauji foundation hospital,
eight in Institute of Urology,
six in Benazir Bhutto, and
two in Bilal hospital.

The report updated that
three patients were on ven-
tilators in critical condition,
ten stable and 14 on oxygen
support. Around 3,610,494
people, including 43,934
health workers, had so far
been vaccinated against
the fatal disease out of the
total eligible population of
4,225,634 in the district, it
added. The report updated
that during the last 24 hours,
1,392 samples were collect-
ed, out of which 1,381 were
declared negative, while the
positivity rate was recorded
at 0.79 per cent.

CDWP clears
Nulla Lai
Expressway,
Ring Road

RAWALPINDI: Central De-
velopment Working Party
(CDWP) has cleared two mega
projects of district, Nullah Lai
Expressway and Rawalpindi
Ring Road project. Rawalpin-
di Development Authority
(RDA) spokesman Hafiz Irfan
talking to APP informed that a
meeting of CDWP was held at
the office of Planning Com-
mission Islamabad under
the chairmanship of Dep-
uty Chairman, Planning
Commission, Muhammad
Jehanzeb Khan.

During the meeting, Com-
missioner Rawalpindi Divi-
sion and Project Director,
Syed Gulzar Hussain Shah
who is also holding charge
of Director General, Rawal-
pindi Development Author-
ity (RDA) gave a briefing
regarding Nullah Lai Ex-
pressway and Rawalpindi
Ring Road project. - APP
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TBTTP termed
global
success story
at COP26

ISLAMABAD: Minister of
State for o
Climate
Change |
Zartaj Gul
on Tuesday
said the
success of
Ten Billion Tree Tsunami
Programme (TBTTP) pro-
ject was a major ecosys-
tem restoration initiative
of the government and was
termed as a global success
story during the global en-
vironmental moot (COP26)
held at Glasgow past week.
Addressing the one-day
session organized by the
Ministry of Climate Change
(MoCC), IUCN Pakistan
and EMC Pakistan for the
Private Sector’s orientation
and engagement on REDD+
the Minister of State as
chief guest underlined the
untapped investment oppor-
tunities in the carbon stocks
of the country.

“The world has recognized
the efforts of Pakistan for
restoration of  nature,”
Zartaj underscored. She
quoted that the Nationally
Determined Contributions
(NDCs) of Pakistan have
been presented by the
MoCC at the COP26.

Zartaj Gul apprised the pri-
vate sector about the invest-
ment potential in Pakistan
with a focus on reducing emis-
sions from deforestation and
forest degradation (REDD+)
framework and the available
Carbon Stock. — APP

Cdre Syed
Ahmed

promoted to
Rear Admiral

ISLAMABAD: Commodore
Syed Ahmed Salman of Pa-
kistan Navy on Tuesday has
been promoted to the rank
of Rear Admiral with imme-
diate effect.

Rear Admiral Syed Ahmed
Salman got commissioned
in Pakistan Navy in 1991.
The Admiral was a graduate
of Pakistan Navy War Col-
lege Lahore and National
Defence University Islam-
abad, said a Pakistan Navy
media release.

The Admiral has an illustri-
ous Service career having
vast experience of Command

and Staff appointments.
His Command appoint-
ments included Director

Procurement (Navy) and
Director Inventory Control
Point (DICP). His major
Staff appointments at Na-
val Headquarters Islama-
bad included Secretary and
Flag Lieutenant to Chief of
the Naval Staff, Assistant
Chief of the Naval Staff
(Supply) and Director Sur-
face Stores. The Admiral’s
foreign Staff appointments
included Attaché Defence
Procurement, UK and Staff
Officer (Logistic) to Com-
mander Task Force-150
at Headquarters US NAV-
CENT, Bahrain. — APP

99,168 FIRs
registered
against power
pilferers

ISLAMABAD: As many as
99,168 first investigation re-
ports (FIR) had been regis-
tered against power pilferers
across the country besides re-
covering Rs 5.49 billion from
them from October 2018 to
October 2021.

Official sources told APP
here Tuesday that all power
distribution companies (DIS-
COs) on the directives of the
Energy Ministry launched
an anti-power theft campaign
against the power pilferers.
They said that the power
thieves were charged Rs
8.08 billion during the said
period while Rs 5.49 billion
had already been recovered
from them.

They said that various
steps were also taken to re-
duce electricity line losses
to make the power sector
efficient. Construction of
new Grids and up-grada-
tion of the existing grid,
stations, augmentation of
Power transformers, re-
placement of undersize
conductors, installation
and replacement of defec-
tive capacitors, replace-
ment of undersized con-
ductors of 11 KV Feeders,
replacement of Old and
defective meters, augmen-
tation and addition of Dis-
tribution transformers and
replacement of defective
transformers were some
steps taken to overpower
electricity losses, he add-
ed. - APP

RCCI organizes trade and
investment moot in Sri Lanka

The major aim of this BOC was to enhance bilateral trade relations and
improve connectivity among trade partners and at chamber of commerce level

DNA

RAWALPINDI: The first Pak-Sri
Lanka Trade and Investment Con-
ference, being organized by the
Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (RCCI), was inaugu-
rated by Dr. Bandula Gunawarda-
na, Minister of Trade Sri Lanka in
Colombo, the capital of Sri Lanka.
The major aim of this BOC was to
enhance bilateral trade relations
and improve connectivity among
trade partners and at chamber of

commerce level.

Acting High Commissioner Tan-
veer Ahmad, Trade and Invest-
Asmma Kamal,
RCCI President Nadeem Rauf,
group leader Sohail Altaf, former
Khurshid,
Malik Shahid Saleem, Chairman
Usman Shaukat, members of the
executive committee and a large
number of investors and repre-
sentatives of Companies and or-
ganizations from Pakistan and Sri
Lanka attended the conference.

Successful Business to Business
(B2B) meetings were also held
with representatives of various
including Pharmaceuti-
cal, Education, FMCG, Consumer

ment attaché

presidents Manzar

sectors

the Chamber level.

e -
Goods, Construction, IT. A num-
ber of memorandums of under
standing (MoUs) have also been
signed with a number of compa-
nies. A memorandum of under-
standing was also signed with the
Sri Lankan Federation of Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry
to strengthen bilateral relations at
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RCCI President Nadeem Rauf
said that trade relations between
Pakistan and Sri Lanka are histor-
ic and there is a historical partner-
ship between the two countries. In
addition, there is a need to provide
a platform for the two countries to
forge important trade links.
We are thankful to the High Com-
mission office and Acting High

= &

Commissioner to Sri Lanka Tan-
veer Ahmed for their support and
assistance for
meetings on the sideline of BOC.

He said that there was a need to
enhance relations between the two
countries at the level of the Cham-
ber of Commerce. Nadeem Rauf
maintained that people-to-people
contact and religious

arranging B2B

tourism
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provide excellent platforms to fur-
ther expand bilateral cooperation
between Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
Pakistan is home to the Gandhara
Buddhist heritage and proud cus-
todian of some of the most sacred
relics of Buddhism, offering great
potential for promoting religious
tourism from Sri Lanka to Paki-
stan, he further added.
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ISLAMABAD: Defnece Attache of Bangladesh Brig. Gen
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Abdul Fazal Snullah speaking on the occasion of

Armed Forces Day of Bangladesh. — DNA

Youth 1s
Pakistan’s hope
for a bright future

Kunayam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
bears unrealised poten-
tial to strengthen its posi-
tion among the comity of
states. The primary asset
in this regard which is not
only the present but also,
the custodian of a bright
future for this homeland
is its skilled youth, said
Ambassador Aizaz Ahmad
Chaudhary, Director Gen-
eral Institute of Strategic
Studies (ISSI), Islamabad.
He was addressing a gath-
ering at the Institute of Re-
gional Studies (IRS) organ-
ised to honour the release
of his recent book titled
Diplomatic Footprints: A
Memoir. Ambassador Aizaz
added that while the target
audience for his recent
book was a multifaceted
one, he specifically wrote it
for the youth in order to re-
iterate their significance as
future leaders of Pakistan.
He went on to elaborate
various segments of the
book and added that he
aimed the book to be min-
imally verbose in order to
enhance its readability for
all his readers.

Ambassador Aizaz brief-
ly reflected on the main
themes of his book such
as Pakistan’s relations with
the Muslim World, India,
the United States, Afghan-
istan and most important-
ly the glaring shift in the
world order from multilat-
eralism to unilateralism.

In an elaborate explanation
of the aforesaid themes,
he mentioned some of his
experiences detailing the
complexities of the deci-
sion-making and power cor-
ridors and its associated
challenges.

He added that the funda-
mental issue with Paki-
stan’s foreign policy out-
look, irrespective of the
state at the other end of
the aisle, was the cultural
psyche of designating allies
as permanent partners; a
tendency that had many
a times led to misplaced
expectations resulting in
grievances when left un-
met. In that, a reconfigu-
ration of the barometer to
evaluate and subsequently
plan interstate relations
was a critical step to re-
mind policy makers of the
evolving nature of national
interests.

-

PBM, PIPOS
join hands for
PWDs

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Bait-ul-Mal (PBM), Qatar
Charity and Pakistan In-
stitute of Prosthetics &
Orthotic Science (PIPOS)
on Tuesday joined hands to
provide artificial limbs to
the persons with disabili-
ties (PWDs) in Matta, Swat,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

A tri-party Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was
signed by PBM Managing Di-
rector Malik Zaheer Abbas
Khokhar, Country Director
Qatar Charity Ameen Abdul
Rahman and Coordinator
PIPOS, Peshawar Dr. Javed
Ghani here at PBM’s head
office for the provision of ar-
tificial limbs to PWDs.

PBM has  completed
the process to find out
145 deserving PWDs of
the area that became
disabled either from the
sad episodes of terrorism
activities or IED blasts
and accidents. — APP

GCISC holds workshop on
challenges of climate change
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Monitoring and Evalu

SHAHEEN HANIF

ISLAMABAD: The experts
at the two-day workshop
launched the Monitoring
and Evaluation RISQ IT
Platform and training for
adaptation tracking in Paki-
stan. The two-day workshop
was organized by the Global
Change Impact Study Cen-
tre (GCISC) in collaboration
with CITEPA, ACTERA and
OiEau with the support of
GIZ Pakistan.

While addressing the partic-
ipants in open session, Arif
Goheer, Head of Agriculture
and Coordination at GCISC
highlighted the importance
and need of robust M&E
adaptation tracking to track
adaptation actions of Paki-
stan and report to UNFCC
accordingly as per the com-
mitments made in the newly
submitted National Deter-
mined Contributions (NDC).
He thanked GIZ Pakistan
for its financial and tech-
nical  support through
CITEPA in supporting Min-
istry of Climate Change and
GCISC in developing such
crucial platform and build-
ing the related capacities
of national and sub-national
actors through interactive
training workshops.
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J i—IELUM: Bulgarian ambassador Irena Gancheva visits Rohtas Fort,

Jhelum, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, which is an example of the rich
historical, cultural and architectural heritage of Pakistan. — DNA

ation (M&E) System |

He also briefed the partic-
ipants on how Pakistan is
committed to build its re-
silience to growing climate
change challenges. Further,
he highlighted the impor-
tance of agriculture being
select as pilot sector for
this RISQ IT platform with
preparing guidelines and
roadmap for future adapta-
tion actions.

Baptiste Chatre, Climate
Change Coordinator at
GIZ Pakistan shed light on
the GIZ cooperation with
MoCC and GCISC in build-
ing this integrated M&E
platform in monitoring and
reporting its progresses on
adaptation actions and to
get require support from

international funding chan-
nels to deal with climate
change issues. He particu-
larly thanked MoCC and
Arif Goheer from GCISC
for their continuous collab-
oration in leading the devel-
opment of this M&E adap-
tation system with CITEPA.
Baptiste also informed the
participants  about  GIZ
forthcoming  “Strengthen-
ing Climate Adaptation and
Resilience (SAR) project to
be implemented in Pakistan
with particular focus on cli-
mate risk assessments and
integration of climate change
into policy and planning
processes including further
strengthening M&E adapta-
tion while developing the ca-

pacity of relevant stakehold-
ers across Pakistan. Another
important area that GIZ new
project will focus on climate
finance while building local
capacities.

Ghislaine, adaptation ex-
pert from CITEPA thanked
GIZ and GCISC for inviting
her to Pakistan to develop
and conduct trainings on
M&E adaptation system.
Ghislaine gave an overview
of the project and layout of
the training workshop to
the participants.

She also hoped to get con-
structive feedback from the
participants on the content
and indicators to improve
the M&E adaptation RISQ
platform.

AIOU establishes regional
campus at Mithi

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Allama Igbhal Open University
has recently completed the construction of
the Regional Campus at Mithi (Sindh), and
this newly constructed campus is expected to
be inaugurated soon. The campus has all the
facilities to meet the needs of ever-changing
dynamic and technology oriented modern
educational system. The newly constructed
building has a state-of-the-art computer labo-
ratory which is equipped with latest technol-
ogy. Moreover, it has a digital library, smart
classrooms, an IT lab and a multipurpose hall.
The students of this region will utilize comput-
er laboratory and internet facilities to accom-
plish their academic tasks free of cost.

Mr. Inam Ullah, Director, Regional Services

said that VC, AIOU, Prof Dr Zia Ul- Qayyum

is primarily focusing on providing quality ed-
ucational services across Pakistan so that uni-

versity can play its due role in the process of
nation building so that nobody is deprived of
education owing to lack of material resources.
The expansion of AIOU’s educational network
to the remotest areas of Pakistan which lack
basic educational facilities is a further testimo-
ny of this vision. The present administration
has started construction of 15 Regional Cam-
pus buildings during the last three years, of
which 5 have been completed and the rest are
in various stages of construction. Vice Chan-
cellor is on a mission to relocate the universi-
ty’s regional campuses from rented accommo-
dation to its own buildings. He visited these
areas and met with government officials and
philanthropists there to arrange land.

PSW 1st
phase to

complete
in March

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to
the Prime Minister on Fi-
nance and Revenue Shaukat
Tarin on Tuesday expressed
satisfaction on the overall
progress made to imple-
ment Pakistan Single Win-
dow (PSW), the first phase
of which is under roll out
and would be completed in
March, 2022.

The advisor was presiding
over the second meeting of
the Governing Council (GC)
of Pakistan Single Window
(PSW), according to press
statement issued here by
the finance ministry.

The adviser lauded the ef-
forts of Pakistan Customs in
Federal Board of Revenue
(FBR) as the lead agency of
PSW program.

While assuring full support
to the deep-rooted reforms
being undertaken under
PSW program, Tarin urged
stronger collaboration with
both public and private sec-
tor in order to create owner-
ship and awareness.

He directed PSW to focus
on its outreach activities
and allow private sector to
judge performance of its
system.

He said, successful imple-
mentation of PSW was a
major objective of current
government in order to pro-
mote trade competitiveness
through enhanced transpar-
ency and efficiency.

On the occasion, Secretary
Governing Council gave de-
tailed presentation on the
progress, achievements,
goals, milestones and chal-
lenges under PSW program.
He apprised that Pakistan
Customs after detailed
working, with support from
local and international ex-
perts, had designed and
implemented PSW’s opera-
tional, governance, revenue
and functional models to
ensure efficacy and sustain-
ability. — APP

CDWP clears
6 projects
worth
Rs 60.64 bn

ISLAMABAD: Central De-
velopment Working Party
(CDWP) Tuesday approved
three development pro-
jects of Rs600 million and
recommended three pro-
jects worth Rs60.64 billion
to the Executive Commit-
tee of the National Eco-
nomic Council (ECNEC)
for further consideration.
Projects related to Indus-
tries & Commerce and
Transport & Communica-
tion sectors were presented
in the meeting. The meeting
was presided over by Depu-
ty Chairman Planning Com-
mission Mohammad Jehan-
zeb Khan and was attended
by senior officials from Plan-
ning Commission and feder-
al ministries/divisions.
Representatives from the
provincial governments
participated in the meeting
through video conferences.
The forum approved a pro-
ject titled “Establishment of
Joint Border Market at Gabd
District Gwadar, Balochistan”
worth Rs226.585 million.
The meeting also approved
projects “Establishment
of Joint Border Market at
Mand District Keh, Ba-
lochistan” worth Rs183.905
million and “Establishment
of Joint Border Market at
Ghedhi District Panjgur, Ba-
lochistan” worth Rs184.501
million. — APP

ICT police
to appoint
‘students’
internees’

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad po-
lice have decided to appoint
“students internees’ to en-
hance police liaison with the
public and address the griev-
ances of people on a prompt
basis. The decision to this ef-
fect has been taken by Inspec-
tor General of Police (IGP)
Islamabad Qazi Jamil ur Re-
hman as this step would help
to resolve the complaints of
people with police on an im-
mediate basis.

These internees would
be appointed at all police
stations of Islamabad and
competent students will be
picked for the purpose.
They would observe the po-
lice attitude with the public
and highlight the flaws in
such interactions. A report
would be compiled daily by
these internees on daily ba-
sis and to be forwarded to
the Central Police Office.

A board comprising of sen-
ior police officials would
review this report and fi-
nalize recommendations to
improve the policing system
besides ensuring implemen-
tation on them. — APP



Gender gap

HE total number of registered votes in Pakistan has

increased steadily to a total of 119 million, signalling

towards increased overall political participation in the
country. While this is worth celebrating, the fact that 81 of
the 133 districts have a gender gap of over 10 percent is truly
worrisome, as reported by a news publication. We have taken
monumental steps like granting overseas citizens a right to
vote but when it comes to ensuring inclusivity within our bor-
ders, we have missed the mark. According to the data released,
28 districts in KP, 26 in Balochistan, 17 in Punjab and 9 in Sindh
are fostering voter gender disparity that exceeds 10 percent.
This means that a significant portion of the female population
will not participate in one of the key pillars of democracy. It is
good to see that the government has been addressing this issue
consistently but a greater initiative must be taken now so that the
upcoming elections are truly representative. This should start
with engaging female residents and marginalised communities.
The Elections Act of 2017 made it mandatory for the interim
government to register and educate voters on their responsibil-
ity to participate in the elections. In this endeavour, it was dis-
covered that the primary cause for low female voter turnout was
their negligence when it came to registering for CNICs. This
problem was solved as registration centres were opened up in
distant areas, SMS registration was introduced and awareness
campaigns about the importance of voting were carried out.
Legislatively, the government also added a provision into the
act which stated that in constituencies where women comprise
less than 10 percent of the total voter turnout, the result of the
election can be declared as null and void. This is an excellent
law that should force political parties to target all segments
of the population, especially those in minorities as otherwise,
their win could be challenged. More steps to take now would
be to have a dedicated door-to-door canvassing and registration
strategy, using granular data in places with gaps, that aims to
mobilise female voters. Similarly, a dedicated gender wing at
the Election Commission is bound to create a more inclusive
environment for women across the country.
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A consistent problem

HERE are troubling signs that the government may

not be able to live up to its commitment of providing

uninterrupted gas to industries through LNG. With
the report that this year’s procurement has decreased by 27
percent compared to last year, it is unclear how the govern-
ment will manage the gaps in both households and the manu-
facturing sector. A shortfall was always expected, and domestic
consumers—connected to local supply lines—were the ones who
would have had to bear the brunt of this year’s supply problem.
The schedule was announced; gas would be provided only three
times during a day, primarily for cooking.
But if additional LNG reduction is on the cards, this can only
mean that the government has to renege on one of its promis-
es. It can either provide gas to households three times a day,
which would mean that industries will be unable to get around-
the-clock fuel, or it can manage the LNG purchasing shortfall
for industries by making up for it through domestic reserves.
And this is made all the worse if you account for the already
reduced supply of gas through local stores.
December will bring a lot of hardships for both the public and
businesses. There is not much to be done this year except for
trying to get more cargoes of LNG through the spot market; but
even this looks unlikely. In the longer term, corrective meas-
ures need to be taken urgently. More terminals would enhance
our supply capabilities for LNG, but only if supply contracts are
secured at the right time. Exploration must recommence to
look for new deposits where possible.
At the same time, we need to iron out the details with Rus-
sia on the $3 billion gas pipeline currently under discussion.
The questions of security and sovereign guarantee must be re-
solved urgently. The future of Pakistan’s gas cannot only rely
on LNG contracts that may or may not come through. Our own
supplies are dwindling. The only solution is to have an alterna-
tive to LNG as well; one that is not as prone to price and supply
fluctuations as each supply cargo of LNG is. We need to start
focusing on making this problem go away instead of trying to
defend an ugly situation that is steadily getting worse.

Qatari World Cup sparks healthy

Pakistan on the path

controversy across multiple issues

James Dorsey

Critics charge that
the attempt by Qatar
and like-minded
states to stymie
discussion enables
situations in which
gay people are not
protected against
discrimination and
socially hostile
situations and
encounters. “While
there are no reported
cases of the death
penalty being applied
for consensual...

HEN seven-time Formula One world

champion Lewis Hamilton wore a hel-

met this weekend featuring the colours
of the LGBTI Pride Progress Flag during the de-
but Qatar Grand Prix, he was challenging more
than the Gulf state’s failure to recognise rights.
So will the Danish Football Union (DBU), Den-
mark’s governing soccer body, that announced
that its commercial sponsors had agreed to sur-
render space on training kits to allow for mes-
saging critical of Qatar’s treatment of migrant
workers.The union said it would also minimize
the number of trips to Qatar by the Danish team
that has already qualified for the 2022 World Cup
to avoid commercial activities that promote the
World Cup hosts’ events. The stance by Mr. Ham-

ilton and the Danish union calls into question the
success of Qatar’s use of sports as a pillar of its
soft power strategy. Moreover, it lays bare the
state-owned Al Jazeera television network’s ina-
bility or unwillingness to report critically about
Qatar. It further challenges international sports
administrators’ assertion that sports and politics
are separate as well as their ban on political ex-
pressions on sports venues. To its credit, Formu-
la 1’s website showed Mr. Hamilton winning the
Qatar race with his demonstrative helmet.

Mr. Hamilton and the Danish union’s protests
further raise questions about the nature and im-
pact of the decade-old debate about Qatar in the
wake of its winning in December 2010 of the 2022
hosting rights. It also highlights a complicated
debate on the best way to accommodate rights of
gender and religious minorities in countries that
legally refuse to recognise those rights. There is
often merit on both sides of the argument. In the
case of LGBTI, these countries often criminalise
the minority’s orientation but do not enforce the
law as long as the minority remains discreet.
The fragile balance is between a minority’s prin-
cipled right to legal recognition and protection
and a de facto live-and-let-live approach intended
to avoid a situation in which public opinion turns
on the minority and its members see their cir-
cumstances worsen rather than improve.

The International Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Trans
and Intersex Association (ILGA World) noted in
its December 2020 report on State-Sponsored
Homophobia that religious interpretations of Qa-
tari law could enable the sentencing of gays to
death. It also stated that other articles stipulate
sentences of up to ten years in prison.

Critics charge that the attempt by Qatar and
like-minded states to stymie discussion enables
situations in which gay people are not protected
against discrimination and socially hostile situa-
tions and encounters. “While there are no report-
ed cases of the death penalty being applied for
consensual same-sex sexual activity in Qatar as
of October 2020, there are local testimonies indi-
cating that LGBTI people living in Qatar face an
extremely hostile context,” the report said.

The report implicitly acknowledged the dilemma
in seeking to secure LBGTI rights in ways that
don’t further disadvantage the group in countries

in which public opinion and government oppose
legalisation. Majid Al-Qatari, a pseudonym for a
Qatari gay, sparked outrage in 2011 by writing an
article describing what it meant to be homosexu-
al in the Gulf state. Mr. Al-Qatari noted that many
had lauded the attack on a gay bar in Orlando,
Florida, that year by describing gays as ‘God’s
cursed people.” “It is very jarring living here; it
is traumatizing to see that you are the cause of
your parents’ anguish, that you are shaming your
family. It is a constant onslaught, and it is killing
me. It has caused irreparable damage to my men-
tal health. I wouldn’t have chosen to have been
born in a place where my life is tantamount to
my death. There is no prospect or future for me
here — no normalcy,” Mr. Al-Qatari said.

The awarding of the 2022 hosting rights to Qatar
may not have significantly improved the plight of
gays, but it may have helped prevent a deteriora-
tion. It also halted Qatari support for a Kuwaiti
proposal to ban LGBTI foreigners from gaining
employment in any of the six Gulf monarchies.
hile much of the criticism of Qatari labour prac-
tice and discrimination against gays is justified, it
is also true that bias, prejudice, and sour grapes
frequently laced the debate over the past decade.
Furthermore, the discussion was partly driven by
controversy over the integrity of the Qatari World
Cup bid and the Gulf state’s willingness to invest
far more than its competitors to win the hosting
rights and stage the tournament. Qatar’s soft pow-
er strategy involves, besides sports, a fast-paced,
mediation-driven foreign policy; the creation of a
world-class airline and air traffic hub; hosting of
the most extensive US military base in the Middle
East; sponsorship of high-profile museums and
arts events; and acquisition of eye-catching real
estate and investment in multi-national blue chips.
Last but not least, like the Qatari bid itself,
the athletes’ protests highlight that the inces-
tuous relationship between sports and politics
is written into the DNA of elite sports. It also
suggests that athletes and players, like in past
instances related to the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict, have become more willing to use sports
as a platform to stand up for their beliefs. Mr.
Hamilton has already pledged to repeat his
protest performance in the Jeddah F1 race in
Saud Arabia in two weeks’ time.

Zulf1 1s wanted by overseas Pakistanis

Tazeen Akhtar

Overseas Pakistanis
Foundation generated
profit of Rs 111 million
after 4 years of losses
through austerity and
efficiency measures.
This is central org
regarding the welfare
of overseas. Zulfi
prepared it in line
with the PM’s vision
for the overseas

TI government team is mostly criticized

for failures but matter of fact is there are

some members who are performing well
in their respective sectors. Syed Zulfigar Abbas
Bukhari is one of them. Prime Minister entrust-
ed him with responsibility of Special Assistant
on Overseas Pakistanis & HRD and he proved
himself equal to the task with results that are not
only appreciated by the colleagues but opposi-
tion parties as well. Senate Standing Committee
on Overseas Pakistanis hailed the services of Zu-
Ifi Bukhari in a letter with signatures from the
members of the opposition as well. In the letter,
they recognized and appreciated a number of ini-
tiatives taken and accomplished by Zulfi.
The achievements include, release of Pakistani
prisoners abroad, Reforms in Protector offices for
Overseas, Abolishing the condition of NICOP for
outgoing labor, Qatar Visa Facilitation Centers in
Islamabad and Karachi, Opening of visas for Paki-
stanis for Kuwait, launching of Naya Pakistan Call-
ing Portal, increasing pension for registered with
EOBI, restoration of British Airways to Pakistan.

ey

Not only this but another feather in his cap was his
winning of case against Reham Khan. It is not only
the victory of Zulfi but for Imran Khan as well be-
cause the case was about her book. Reham leveled
personal allegations on the PM in her book. Her
defeat in UK court proves that the other allega-
tions might also have been wrong.

But now a large number of Pakistanis abroad and
within Pakistan are astonished to hear that the
portfolio can be given to former senator Ayub Af-
ridi. People are asking what is the problem that
the Prime Minister replaces the persons like
this who bring success stories for him. In Sep
2019, the Prime Minister delivered a speech at
UNGA that was welcomed not only throughout
Pakistan but in USA and other capitals of the
world as well. PM declared his visit as big suc-
cess but at the same time replaced Maleeh Lodhi
who was the incharg of the all arrangements for
making the visit a success. Now another change
is in the offing, when Overseas Pakistanis are
feeling much better than the previous govts and
Pakistan is having the benefits of the policies for
overseas, tourism and investments. Why it is nec-
essary to take the portfolio back from Zulfi? Ayub
Afridi can be accommodated at some other place.
Release of Pakistani prisoners was no doubt a big
service to the countrymen in the very first year
of PTI government. So far, more than 6,880 pris-
oners have been released from mainly the jails of
Middle East countries. The prisoners are mostly
labor class who were unable to fight their cases.
Had Zulfi not taken the initiative, they would nev-
er have seen the sun again in their life. It not only

brought prayers for Imran Khan but fetched huge
respect in the eyes of the authorities of those
countries that the government of Pakistan is very
careful for their citizens. Many were languishing
in jails for petty crimes. Zulfi arranged for their
financial and legal assistance. The release is still
on. 63 Pakistani prisoners were released by Sau-
di Arabia in August 2021 by latest.

Pakistani labor requires Protector before they can
proceed to travel abroad for work. The protector
offices were exploiting them. Zulfi took notice and
brought reforms here. He sacked 9 top officials
who were not ready to cooperate in facilitating
the labor and overseas as was the direction of
the Prime Minister. He established one-window
operation for the convenience of the labor. The
reforms in the overseas circle of Pakistan created
1.3 Million new jobs abroad for Pakistanis.
Overseas Pakistanis Foundation generated profit
of Rs 111 million after 4 years of losses through
austerity and efficiency measures. This is cen-
tral org regarding the welfare of overseas. Zulfi
prepared it in line with the PM’s vision for the
overseas. Now OPF is all set to receive com-
plaints, queries online and all govt departments
are bound to respond on the recommendations of
OPF in favor of oversea. Prime Minister said the
other day in his speech that overseas would face
loss when they started business in Pakistan and
their properties would have been occupied. Here
OPF has special role. Any oversea Pakistani can
approach for guidance to what business to do or
for return of his/her occupied property.

British Airways resumed its direct flights oper-
ation to and from Pakistan thanks to the efforts
of Zulfi Bukhari. The flights were stopped after
Marriott Hotel bombing in Islamabad in Sep
2008. In June 2019 British Airways Boeing 787
Dream liner departed from Heathrow, London,
with 240 passengers on board, and touched down
at Islamabad International Airport.

Prime Minister needs to review his decisions and
priorities. His flagship project 5 Million homes is
stuck at 1500 homes only. Most of the initiatives,
PM announced are at the back burner. PM knows
that he already lacks sincere and competent
members in his team. Replacing Zulfi will further
add to already present chaos. Let him work with
his ongoing line and length.

of V2G revolution

Huma Arshad

Pakistan has
recently come out
with an ambitious
National Electric

Vehicles Policy
which is in line with
many European
targets. However,
Pakistan, unlike
Europe, is not
gradually raising
emission standards
for the vehicle

AKISTAN ranks second, behind

Bangladesh, according to a list

of nations with the worst air
quality in the world. The transport sec-
tor is a major source of environmental
pollution in the country. Introducing
a modern and environmentally-friend-
ly transport system through electric
vehicles (EVs) in the country is very
important in the path of reducing Pa-
kistan’s air pollution and making cities
clean and green. The fact that air pol-
lution takes away nearly 135,000 lives
in Pakistan in a year and costs around
5-6% of the GDP validates the idea fur-
ther. However, the execution of the
strategy is no walk in the park. The
journey is full of unidentified challeng-
es and may demand a more exhaustive
effort than what one may expect.
V2G the “vehicle to grid technology
enables energy to be pushed back to
the power grid from the battery of
an electric car. The world is moving
away from fossil fuels. For example,
Amsterdam is banning all diesel vehi-
cles by 2030. Similarly, twenty-three
other European cities will ban all die-
sel vehicles by 2030. This ban will be
further extended to completely ban-
ning fossil fuel for vehicles in coun-
tries like the Netherlands by 2040.
The implications of the world moving
beyond fossil fuels are great not only
for automobile manufactures and pe-
troleum-producing states but coun-
tries like Pakistan as well.
Introducing EVs in the country’s
ailing transport system is pivotal
for modernizing it and reducing the
carbon emissions that contribute to
climate change and smog, improving
public health, and reducing ecologi-
cal damage. EVs registration-related
issues that automobile and vehicle
battery manufacturing companies and
end-users are grappled with myriad
issues from the excise and taxation
departments in registering EVs, as
there are many stakeholders involved
in the registration process and that
registration of EVs is still done based
on the equivalent ‘cc’ in Internal
Combustion Engine-based vehicles,
which incurs high registration cost.
This discourages prospective buyers
from owning an EV. Also, the relaxa-
tion in the registration cost and token
tax offered by the NEVP has not been

implemented by many provinces, they
added. NEVP authorizes the import
of EV-specific parts and components
at 1% custom duty and their sale at 1%
GST. However, companies are expe-
riencing challenges in the interpreta-
tion of rules and regulations by FBR’s
Customs and Inland Revenue Depart-
ment dictating import of EV specific
parts and components.

Pakistan already has a significant
market for hybrid vehicles with Hon-
da’s Vezel, Toyota’s Prius and Aqua,
and other models seen on the roads.
The Automotive Development Policy
(2016-2021) and the launch of the
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) are encouraging foreign in-
vestments for the new automobile
brands to enter the Pakistani market,
while the leading manufacturers in
the automobile industry in Pakistan
are interested in introducing EV mod-
els with a wide range of prices which
target consumers of diverse income
groups. Several members of the inter-
national automobile industry including
South Korea, China, and Japan also
believe that Pakistan has a high po-
tential market for EV technology, and
local businesses are collaborating with
them to bring EVs to Pakistan.
Pakistan has recently come out with
an ambitious National Electric Vehi-
cles Policy which is in line with many
European targets. However, Pakistan,
unlike Europe, is not gradually raising
emission standards for the vehicle.
The Euro emission standards have
been stricter for diesel vehicles in
Europe and have led to a reduction in
demand for diesel vehicles. There are
already news reports that the lobbyists
in Pakistan are attempting to derail
the implementation of the NEVP. In
addition, in Pakistan, major auto man-
ufacturers do not report the vehicles’
emission standards on their websites.
Moreover from the consumer’s per-
spective, are the prices attractive for
purchasing a new hybrid or electric ve-
hicle? Currently, they are not. For ex-
ample, the price of an 1800 CC Prius S
is around 9.2 million rupees. Compare
this price with a Toyota Corolla Altis
1800 CC for about 3.9 million rupees.
The government should raise the pric-
es of existing non-electric and non -
hybrid vehicles so that they lose their
pricing advantage over hybrid/electric
vehicles. Any vehicle customer should
be given two alternatives between hy-
drocarbon and hybrid/electric vehicles
at similar price levels should choose
hybrid/electric because of the opera-
tional cost advantages like better fuel
consumption for hybrids and electric-
ity being cheaper than hydrocarbons
for electric vehicles. Another alter-
native could be to introduce steeper
annual taxation on new non-hybrid and
non —electric vehicles purchased thus
driving up the cost of ownership of
such vehicles.

Pakistan’s electric vehicle push is
picking up speed; nearly two years
after the country launched its ambi-
tious green policy, which envisions a
shift to 30% electric cars and trucks
nationwide by 2030, and 90% by 2040.
Key to the shift is hefty tax exemp-
tions for both electric vehicles im-
ports and imports of parts and equip-
ment to build the cars in Pakistan.
To overcome worries that electric
vehicles may have no resale value,
car manufacturers and dealers could
offer buy-back guarantees, he added.
The government needs to push to
completely phase out fuel-run and hy-
brid vehicles by increasing taxes on
them and providing affordable bank
loans for people looking to buy elec-
tricity. Last but not least those people
who use motorbikes and rickshaws
deserve to have more electric vehi-
cles on the roads to cut air pollution.
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Briefs

From Pack 01
Fazl said that the PDM will
hold its next meeting on De-
cember 6 where the Opposi-
tion alliance will take “final
and important decisions.”
The JULF chief said the en-
tire nation was demanding
an independent election
commission. “It is totally
unacceptable to clip the
ECP’s wings,” he said, add-
ing that the Constitution al-
ready lays down the powers
of the commission.
Fazl lashed out at the “fake
government”, saying that it
had promised the govern-
ment one 10 million jobs but
had “stolen” over 5 million
so far from the people.
He said that the joint Oppo-
sition will play a role in guar-
anteeing that overseas Paki-
stanis “have representation
in the Parliament”, warning
them not to get caught up in
the government’s “lies”.
Speaking about the elec-
tronic  voting  machines
(EVMs), he said the govern-
ment wanted to hold elec-
tions when the world had
rejected the same process.
“We reject this pre-poll rig-
ging,” he said, referring to
the government’s move to
pass laws relating to the vot-
ing machines. Taking aim
at the government’s eco-
nomic policies, Fazl said it
had made the State Bank a
“branch of the IMF”.

Battle-

hardened
army...

From Pace 01

Lahore and laid the founda-
tion stone of School of Allied
Health Sciences (SAHS).
While interacting  with
the students and faculty,
the COAS said that LMC
has emerged as a leading
College in Pakistan and
is playing a pivotal role in
producing Doctor of Physi-
cal Therapy (DPT) and BS
(Honors) Medical Imaging
Technology (MIT) of the
highest calibre. He empha-
sized on the youth to strive
for excellence while always
seeking to optimally con-
tribute for their country and
service to humanity.
Later, the army chief visited
the forward troops in Bedi-
an, where he was briefed by
the local Formation Com-
mander. COAS Qamar Javed
Bajwa expressed satisfaction
over the high standard of
operational readiness and
morale of troops. While in-
teracting with officers and
troops, he said that they are
a battle-hardened Army that
has rendered innumerable
sacrifices in the line of duty
and are ready to defend their
motherland at all costs.

Pakistan
rejects

Indian...

From Pace 01

One of the Indian Mig-21 Bi-
son aircraft fell down in AJK.
The pilot who ejected was
captured by Pakistan and lat-
er released as a goodwill ges-
ture. His return to India was
a testimony of Islamabad’s
desire for peace despite New
Delhi’s hostility and ill-con-
ceived aggressive action.
Another Indian aircraft SU
30 shot down by the PAF fell
on the other side of LOC. On
the same day, in panic, the
Indian military shot down its
own MI 17 helicopter near
Srinagar which [was] initially
denied, [but] was accepted
later on,” the FO added.
The statement further add-
ed that international experts
and US officials had already
confirmed that no Pakistani
F-16 was shot down on the
day, after taking stock of the
PAF F-16 aircraft.

“India’s insistence on prop-
agating a lie that has been
thoroughly exposed is lu-
dicrous and nonsensical.
Granting military honours
for imaginary feats of gallant-
ry is contrary to every norm
of military conduct. By giv-
ing such an award, also as an
afterthought, India has only
made a mockery of itself,”
the communique stated. The

EU says in talks with Belarus
to solve migrant crisis

“The most recent discussion took place on Friday about the necessary logistics,” he
added. Belarusian authorities announced on Thursday that they had moved migrants
from the border with Poland to a nearby warehouse turned into a processing center

SporT DESK

BRUSSELS: EU officials
are holding technical talks
with Belarus to solve the
migration crisis along its
borders, an EU official told
a daily news briefing Mon-
day. “We have been actually
in touch with a number of
Belarusian interlocutors,
including the Foreign Min-
istry in different levels,”
Peter Stano, the European
Commission’s chief spokes-
person on foreign policy,
said when asked about Be-
larusian President Alexan-
der Lukashenko’s claims
that he had reached out to
the EU in vain.

Contrary to Lukashenko’s

remarks, the European
External Action Service
(EEAS) has been in touch
at various levels with their
counterparts at Belarus’
Foreign Ministry, said Stano.
“We are looking into the pos-
sibility of holding technical
talks with UN agencies and
Belarusian counterparts at
the technical and expert lev-
el in order to see how we can
assist in their efforts to facil-
itate the repatriation of peo-
ple stuck on Belarus back to
safety,” he said.

Stano also confirmed that
EU foreign policy chief Jo-
sepBorrell had two phone
calls over the last seven days
with Belarus’ Foreign Min-
ister Vladimir Makei, while
other EEAS officials also

Belarus sends back
more migrants

MINSK: Authorities in Belarus has said that a group
of 118 migrants who had hoped to reach the European
Union via Poland have been flown out of the country.
"Yesterday, 118 people left from Minsk national air-
port," Alexey Begun, the head of the migration depart-
ment at Belarus's interior ministry, told state news
agency Belta on Tuesday. He said another group of
migrants was due to fly out of Belarus on Tuesday. He
did not say where they were headed, but said the em-
bassies of several countries, including Syria and Iraq,
were organising repatriation flights for their citizens
who "have found themselves in a difficult situation."
It was the latest sign of de-escalation in a crisis that
saw several thousand migrants, mainly from the
Middle East, stuck on the border between Poland
and Belarus, the EU's eastern frontier. A first group
of 431 people was flown back to Iraq from Belarus
on a repatriation flight last week. — Agencies

held technical talks “with
their counterparts of lower
level” in Belarus’ Foreign
Ministry. “The most recent
discussion took place on
Friday about the necessary
logistics,” he added. Belaru-
sian authorities announced
on Thursday that they had
moved migrants from the
border with Poland to a
nearby warehouse turned
into a processing center.

On the same day, the first
repatriation flights to Iraq
took off with hundreds of
people on board. Over 2,000
people, including women
and children, spent a week
in the Belarusian-Polish bor-
der area in dire conditions.
The EU accuses Lukashen-
ko of seeking retribution

for EU sanctions on his re-
gime by inviting “tourists”
from countries that are the
main sources of migration
to the bloc and then herd-
ing them towards the bor-
ders of EU countries, in
particular Poland.

In parallel to the talks with
the Belarusian government,
Borrell and European Com-
mission Vice President
MargaritisSchinas traveled
to countries of origin and
transit to raise authorities’
awareness of Belarus’ dan-
gerous tactics and to stop
the flights to Belarus. Schi-
nas last week visited Turkey,
which the EU has praised
for taking action to stop
would-be migrants from tak-
ing flights to Belarus.

Greek contestant withdraws

from Miss Universe Pageant
Miss Universe pagent 2021 that is set to be held in Israel

RAMALLAH: Greek Miss Universe contestant Rafaele-
Plastira has officially announced her withdrawal from Miss
Universe pagent that is set to be held in Israel, saying that
she can’t go up on stage and act like nothing’s happening.
Plastira took it to her Instagram post to announce to her fol-
lowers that she is not going to participate in the pageant,

citing the hosting country as a reason for her decision. "I

will not be attending 'Miss, Universe' this year. The reason
for that is the country," she said. "I can’t go up that stage
and act like nothing is happening when people are fighting

for there lives out there."

LalelaMswane from

the upcoming
Israeli  hosted
Miss Universe.

A couple of hours later,

the CEO of Miss South
Africa Organization,
Stephanie Weil, made an

announcement on behalf of Miss
South Africa, that Mswane will
"This
u-turn is disappointing. CEO of
Miss South Africa, Stephanie
Weil, clearly supports Apartheid
Israel by defending the indefen- |
sible," the organization said ina &
press statement. The statement

"It is clear to us that there
are divisions within the organization
company of Miss South Africa. We had, in fact, been
reliably informed of Miss LalelaMswane’s withdraw-
al from the upcoming pageant in Israel, but it seems
that there has been interference and pressure, With
Miss South Africa now making a u-turn and revers-

still proceed to Israel.

added,

ing the withdrawal decision."

The statement added, "The Miss South Africa brand
is getting uglier by the day by ignoring the history of
South Africa, by disregarding the suffering of the Pal-
estinians and by dismissing its own supporters who
have urged the company to do the right thing and not
endorse the Apartheid State of Israel." Earlier Candi-
dates from the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Mo- il

Ear-
For Palestine released a state--."
intended withdrawal of Miss «

lier this month, Africa
» ment welcoming the
South Africa

Haly

-

and

rocco announced they will take part in
the Miss Universe pageant in Israel in
+ December, ignoring calls for a boycott.
The 70th Miss Universe competition
will be held in the Israeli Red Sea
resort of Eilat on 12 December, con-
firmed the Israeli Mlnlstry of Tourism.
-‘ The UAE will take part in the pageant-
ry for the first time, while Morocco is
© returning to the competition for the first
time in 40 years. Citing the occupation of
Palestine and the brutal treatment of Pal-
estinians in the occupied West
Bank and Gaza Strip, the de-
cision to hold the contest in
Israel has sparked an out-
cry, with some calling for a

boycott of the event.

- N In a statement last week,
- the grandson of former
f i South African Presi-
%, dent Nelson Mande-
z la, Inkosi Zwelivelile

Mandla Mandela, said
. that he calls on all
former Miss South
Africa winners to
" boycott the event
in protest over the
“occupation and cruel
treatment of Palestinians
at the hands of apartheid Is-
rael regime”. he said. Inkoski
also took to Instagram to call
for a boycott of the event,
comparing the occupation
of Palestine to apartheid
South Africa. “Apartheid
' Israel's occupation is no
= ‘? less despicable than
 apartheid South Africa.
~ The world responded
to our call to stand in global
solidarity against the apart-
heid regime. — Agencies

World number one Barty
announces engagement

SYDNEY: Ashleigh Barty capped her third straight season
as world number one Tuesday by announcing she is engaged
to long-term boyfriend Garry Kissick.

The Australian revealed the happy news in an Instagram
post, sharing a photo of the smiling couple embracing with
an engagement ring on her finger.

"Future husband," wrote Barty, 25, who accompanied the
post with a love heart and ring emoji.

Kissick, 30, is a former golf pro and the pair met on a course
in Barty's home state of Queensland in 2016.

He is ever-present courtside when she plays and often posts
supportive messages on social media.

The news sparked a frenzy of congratulations from fellow
tennis stars, with SimonaHalep posting 10 love heart emo-
jis. Reigning Wimbledon champion Barty pulled out of the
season-ending WTA Finals to remain at home and focus on
preparing for the Australian summer.

She has not played since a shock third-round loss at the US
Open in September, but still finished as world number one
after a season in which she won five titles.

Barty joined Steffi Graf, Martina Navratilova, Serena Wil-
liams and Chris Evert as the only women to finish as the
top-ranked player for three consecutive years. - APP

Lewandowski,
Benzema nominated

for FIFA's Best award

LAUSANNE:Robert Lewandowski is in the running to re-
tain his Best FIFA Men's Player award after he was named
Monday on an 11-man shortlist alongside Karim Benzema
and Jorginho. Perennial candidates Lionel Messi and Cris-
tiano Ronaldo feature among the nominees, with Neymar,
Mohamed Salah and KylianMbappe also up for a prize first
awarded in 2017. ErlingH aaland, N'GoloKante and Kevin
De Bruyne complete the list of potential winners.

Four Barcelona players are included on the women's
best player shortlist - Alexia Putellas, Jennifer Hermoso,
AitanaBonmati and Caroline Graham Hansen. Chelsea,
beaten by Barcelona in last season's Women's Champions
League final, also have four representatives with Sam Kerr,
Ji So-yun, Magdalena Eriksson and Pernille Harder.

Lucy Bronze, who took home last year's award, was nominat-
ed with fellow England international Ellen White. Canada's
Olympic gold medallist Christine Sinclair is in contention
too, as is StinaBlackstenius of Sweden. Thomas Tuchel is a
frontrunner for best men's coach after leading Chelsea to the
Champions League title. He faces competition from Roberto
Mancini, the mastermind of Italy's Euro 2020 triumph.
Other nominees are Hansi Flick, Pep Guardiola, Antonio
Conte, Diego Simeone and Argentina boss Lionel Scaloni.
The prizes for the best men's and women's player, coach
and goalkeeper are voted for by the captains and coaches
of all national teams around the world, as well as an online
ballot of fans and a select number of journalists.

Voting will run from November 22 to December 10. - APP

Zhang Gaoli. The 35-year-old Peng reappeared
she was seen attending a Beijing tennis tour-
deliberately and maliciously hyping up, let
istry spokesman Zhao Lijian in response to
na’s international image. Beijing will host
you have all seen that she recently at-
call with IOC president Thomas Bach,”
direct response from the Chinese gov-
Beijing had repeatedly brushed off
welfare - calling them “not a diplo-
have also been scrubbed from
The Women’s Tennis Association
tive contracts with China unless
appeared in a 30-minute video
Committee (IOC) chief on Sunday.
that during the call, “PengShuai
her well-being.” “She explained that

in Beijing, but would like to have her °
Earlier Sunday, Peng was seen attending
photos of the event. But human rights
have continued to voice concern about
on her allegations. “This video does not
investigation, without censorship, into her
Qhat gave rise to our initial concern,” the WTA

"China says Peng Shuai case |
is ‘maliciously’ hyped up

BEIJING: China on Tuesday said the controversy surrounding Peng Shuai was being “maliciously” hyped up, after the Chinese
tennis star made sexual assault claims against one of the nation’s most powerful politicians. Peng, a Wimbledon and French
Open doubles champion, was not seen for more than two weeks after she made the accusations against former vice-premier
in public for the first time at the weekend when
nament. “I think some people should stop
alone politicise this issue,”
a question on whether the case affected Chi-
the Winter Olympics in February. “I believe
tended some public events and had a video
Zhao added. The comment was the most
ernment to Peng’s case. Until Tuesday,
questions about her whereabouts and
matic issue”. Evidence of her claims
China’s highly censored Internet.
(WTA) has threatened to end lucra-
it gets word of Peng’s safety. Peng
call with the International Olympic
The organisation said in a statement
thanked the IOC for its concern about
she is safe and well, living at her home
privacy respected at this time,”
a Beijing tennis tournament, in official

groups and sporting authorities overseas

Peng and whether local authorities will act

change our call for a full, fair and transparent

Y ollegation of sexual assault, which is the issue

. said, when asked about the IOC call. - DNA j

said foreign min-

it said.

“The best thing would be to get India-Pakistan matches here. When Sharjah used to host India and Pak
all those years ago, it was like a war. But it was a good war, it was a sporting war and it was fantastic”

would be facilities in the Arab world to
host cricket because cricket is not our
game,” Falaknaz said while talking to lo-
cal media in Dubai as quoted g
by khaleejtimes.com. Iy ’
“But there are people who ‘I

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Chairman of Dubai Cricket
Council (DCC) Abdul Rahman Falaknaz,
believes UAE could be the perfect neu-

lock in Pakistan-India bilateral
cricket ties. Both arch-rivals ha-
ven’t engaged in bilateral cricket
duels since 2013. But Falak-
w ! naz believes UAE could be
\' the perfect neutral venue

India-Pakistan battles in Sharjah. Cricket
brings people together, cricket has brought
us together and let us remain this way’.

“So this is what we would like to do. If
we can convince India to come and play
here against Pakistan once a year or twice

US Embassy
donates
26,500 books

From Pace 01

The books are published by
Cengage and National Ge-
ographic and distributed in
Pakistan by Allied Book Com-
pany. Donated books include
novels that combine comic il-
lustrations and classical liter-
ature to entertain readers, as
well as action, thriller, drama,
and mystery books.

The Access program pro-
vides basic English lan-
guage skills to economical-
ly disadvantaged students
in Pakistan, between the
ages of 13 and 20. The pro-
gram provides participants
opportunities to improve
their English and develop
leadership skills that im-
prove students’ professional
and educational prospects.
Through these skills, par-
ticipants are also able to
compete for and participate
in future exchanges and
study programs in the Unit-
ed States. Overall, approx-
imately 22,000 students
from 16 cities in Pakistan
have participated in the
Access Program since its
inception in 2015.

Cabinet
okays wheat
transit...

From Pace 01
The committee would fi-
nalize all the nitty-gritty
on use of the EVMs in the
next election such as cost,
numbers of machines and
others, he added.
The minister said the com-
mittee  would comprise
Adviser on Parliamentary
Affairs Dr Babar Awan, Min-
ister for Railway Azam Swa-
ti, Minister for Science and
Technology Shibli Faraz,
Minister for Information
Technology Aminul Haq and
Attorney General. The min-
ister said it was imperative
that next general election
should be and would be held
with help of EVMs at all the
cost and 9 million overseas
Pakistanis would exercise
their right of franchise.
Fawad Chaudhry alleged
that the “PML-N’s Maryam
Nawaz group” had formed
teams in the party to make
fake video and audio clips
in order to bring senior offi-
cials, including judges, under
pressure. The minister made
the remark in reference to a
leaked audio clip, purported-
ly of a conversation between
former chief justice of Paki-
stan and an unidentified man
regarding PML-N leaders
Nawaz Sharif and Maryam
Nawaz’s trial prior to the
2018 elections.
However, Chaudhry re-
ferred to a report by Samaa
on the matter and com-
mended the news website
for exposing the “fake clip”.
“And now since the clip has
been proven fake, [it’s clear]
that the only objective be-
hind it was to pressurise the
judiciary,” he commented.
“They (the PML-N) started
the ‘mujhe kyun nikala’ (why
was I ousted) in the past to
pressurise the generals in
armed forces. And when
ca se proceedings against
(PML-N leaders) are under
way [in the court], they are
running a similar campaign,
believing that they will be
able to pressurise judges.”
But, he added, the judiciary
would “reject” this, adding
that Maryam had been in-
volved in getting fake clips
made in the past as well, not
just to pressurise high-ups
but her party as well.
To a query, the minister said
the government had reached
out to the opposition many
a time and asked them to
share their suggestions on
the electoral reforms as it
wanted consensus on the
matter. The entire nation
including government, op-
position and public had con-
sensus over reforming the
existing electoral system,
he said, stressing the need
for use of the EVMs to end
rigging for once and all.

Rising debt
a security...

From Pace 01
the production and sale of
important sectors including
tobacco, fertilizer, sugar
and cement sectors. This
will help bring transparency
in the system and enhance

the country’s revenue.
Under the system, no pro-
duction bag of sugar will be

FO further added that it was
obvious that India’s farcical
story had no credibility what-

WF for the two countries.
\/ “The best thing would

tral venue for Pakistan-India to hold the
bilateral duels saying the game of Cricket

a year, it would be fantastic.”
With the NBA making the ground-breaking

have played the game. I "
played in India. In fact, I \’

soever before the interna- le'ingsh pe{)plet}thgEther& half of the Tndi played quite well for my ' be to get India-Pakistan announcement to bring their bandwagon to | taken out from t.he factory
tional community. . ter oitlng eI PSIe,COHd tha t(;l i ceC ; ian  school in (Bombay). My \ ‘ y : matches here. When Shar-  UAE for a co’uple of matches from next year, and manufacturing plant
“On its part, Pakistan stands remier League (IPL) and then the wen-  manager at that time said jah used to host India and  this country’s position as a global sporting | without stamp and individu-

ty20 Cricket World Cup, DCC has expressed
its desire to host Pakistan-India bilateral se-
ries. The DCC chairman could not hide his joy
when asked to reflect on UAE’s resounding
success in hosting a cricket World Cup.

“First of all, as an Emirati, I'm very proud.
You know, the most amazing thing is that
an Arab country hosted a cricket World
Cup. And this was not understood at all by
anybody. Nobody even thought that there

hub was further enhanced. Falaknaz said the
Indian cricket board should also take a leaf
out of NBA’s book by hosting a few Indian
Premier League (IPL) matches every year
in UAE. “It all depends on BCCI to decide
what they want to do. We are very friendly
with them. They have seen our potential. I
would invite them to come and hold their
IPL, start here and finish in India or start in
India and finish in Dubai,” he said.

al identity mark. In the next
phase, the FBR was plan-
ning to introduce the track
and system in petroleum and
beverages sector. PM Imran
while appreciating the FBR
for introducing TTS said that
this system will have “far
reaching” impact on the tax
collection of the country.

as ready and resolute to
thwart any hostile designs
as it was in February 2019,”
the FO said. “India would do
well to learn a lesson from
its botched attempt to vio-
late Pakistan’s sovereignty
and refrain from any misad-
venture in future.”

if T had stayed in India, 1'% . . : Pakistan all those years ago,
could have played for India. .. -' it was like a war. But it was a
That’s what he told me when good war, it was a sporting war
I was 16 years old!” and it was fantastic,” he said.

Falaknaz, whose brother-in-law, “l remember Raj Kapoor came
Sultan Zarawani, captained UAE once with his family. During the
in the 1996 World Cup, offered awards night, he took the mic and
to break said, ‘how won- derful it

.. <Dubai Cricket Council =
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PRAGUE: The Czech Re-
public’s intelligence agency
said on Tuesday that Rus-
sian spying activities on
its territory had been hit
by coronavirus restrictions
curbing movement in 2020.
In its annual report, the Se-
curity Information Service
(BIS) said the restrictions
had reduced “opportunities
for intelligence exchanges
in the traditional areas of in-
terest, such as politics, the
academic sphere or trade”.
But it also reported an in-
crease in Russian interest in
contacting Czech pro-Rus-
sian and anti-system entities
and building contacts.
“Russia aims to use the
Czech territory to gain ac-
cess to Czech nationals but
also to build contacts with
foreign nationals,” said the
BIS, adding that Russia had
also continued cyber attacks
on Czech targets.

It added that China also re-
mained a “complex growing
intelligence threat” with its
spies using diplomatic and
journalistic cover.

“Chinese intelligence activ-
ities were most intensive
in the area of politics and
scientific and technical in-
telligence,” according to the
report.

Generation

of children

‘at stake’ in
Lebanon

BEIRUT: The UN children’s
agency Tuesday called on
Lebanon to take urgent ac-
tion to protect children af-
ter it documented a spike in
child labour rates and food
insecurity since April.
“Urgent action is needed to
ensure no child goes hun-
gry, becomes sick, or has
to work rather than receive
an education,” said Yukie
Mokuo, UNICEF represent-
ative in Lebanon.

“The staggering magnitude
of the crisis must be a wake-
up call,” she said, quoted in
a statement.

Lebanon is grappling with
its worst-ever financial cri-
sis, with nearly 80 percent
of the population estimated
to be living below the pover-
ty line.

UNICEF in October fol-
lowed up with the more than
800 families it had surveyed
in April and found that since
then living conditions had
deteriorated dramatically.
“The future of an entire
generation of children is at
stake,” it said in its latest re-
port titled “Surviving with-
out the basics”.

The survey found 53 per-
cent of families had at least
one child who skipped
a meal in October 2021,
compared with 37 percent
in April. “The proportion
of families... who sent chil-
dren to work rose to 12 per-
cent, from nine percent,”
UNICEF added. — APP

Merkel’s
husband calls
unvaccinated
Germans ‘lazy’

BERLIN: Chancellor Angela
Merkel's husband on Tues-
day accused unvaccinated
Germans of “laziness” as the
country struggles to contain a
dramatic surge in coronavirus
infections.

Germany’s  Covid-19  re-
surgence has in part been
blamed on its relatively low
vaccination rate compared
with other Western European
nations like France, Italy or
Spain, with just 68 percent of
the population fully jabbed.
“It is astonishing that a third
of the population does not
follow scientific findings,”
Merkel’s husband, Joachim
Sauer, said in an interview
with Italian newspaper La
Repubblica and picked up by
German daily Die Welt.

“In part, this is due to a cer-
tain laziness and complacency
of Germans,” said Sauer, who
rarely speaks in public.

“The other group are peo-
ple who follow a personal
conviction, a kind of ide-
ological reaction to what
they consider a vaccination
dictatorship,” Sauer said, a
cohort he said also included
doctors and scientists.

Like his famous wife, Sauer is
a quantum chemist and was in
Italy on an academic visit. The
couple keep a low profile and
Sauer rarely speaks to the me-
dia. One of the few occasions
when they are photographed
together is during their annu-
al visit to the Bayreuth opera
festival. — APP

Council of Pak condemns
cultural genocide by Armenia

“Pakistan, Turkey and Azerbaijan are three nations who

DNA

LOS ANGELES: The Council of Pa-
kistan - one of the most influential
Pakistani American organizations —
has hosted its board meeting, with
the participation of Nasimi Aghayev,
Consul General of Azerbaijan and
Dean of the Los Angeles Consular
Corps; and Can Oguz, Consul Gen-
eral of Turkey, as invited guests.
Law enforcement officers of Los
Angeles also joined the meeting,
which was chaired by Council of
Pakistan President Adnan Khan.
Speaking at the event, Consul
General Nasimi Aghayev high-
lighted the strong brotherhood
between Azerbaijan, Pakistan and
Turkey, and their respective com-
munities in Los Angeles. Aghayev
mentioned that Consulates of
three countries with the close
participation of the Council of Pa-
kistan hosted several events over
the last years bringing the commu-
nities together.

The Consul General thanked both
the Turkish and Pakistani communi-
ties for their vocal support to Azer-
bajjan’s Patriotic war last year, the
liberation of its territories from Ar-
menia’s 30-year long barbaric occu-
pation and the restoration of justice.
Aghayev noted that during three
decades of illegal occupation of
Azerbaijan’s territories, Armenia
razed to the ground over 10,000
sq. km of area, including nine
cities and 900 villages. Nearly all
houses of over 800,000 forcibly
displaced Azerbaijani civilians
were looted and demolished brick
by brick, and the materials were
transported to Armenia and sold
there. In addition, Armenia de-
stroyed 700 historical Azerbaijani

L

| . » :

monuments and 927 libraries with

4.6 million books. He stressed
that 65 out of 67 Azerbaijani
mosques were desecrated and de-
stroyed, with many of the mosques
turned into pigsties and cowsheds
by Armenia. The Consul General
noted that Azerbaijan, which is
now demining and rebuilding the
liberated areas, wants to sign a
peace treaty with Armenia as soon
as possible. Then a short film pro-
duced by Azerbaijan’s Los Angeles
Consulate General, titled “Cultur-
al Genocide in the Caucasus: The
worst cultural genocide of the 21st
century,” was screened.

In his remarks, Consul General
Can Oguz of Turkey recognized
the robust contributions of the
Turkish, Azerbaijani and Pakistani
communities to the rich diversity
of California. He thanked the law

enforcement for their selfless ef-
forts for the safety and security
of all minority groups. Reminding
the guests of the heinous assas-
sinations of Turkish diplomats
in Los Angeles by Armenian ter-
rorists, Oguz thanked the law
enforcement for their dedicated
work in ensuring a safe environ-
ment for Turkish and Azerbaijani
diplomats in Los Angeles, who are
still threatened by radical Armeni-
an groups.

The Consul General shared his
concern about the rising hate
attacks against Turkish and Azer-
baijani Americans in Los Angeles,
and underscored the importance
of the strong solidarity and coop-
eration among Pakistani, Turkish
and Azerbaijani communities
against these hostile acts.
Speaking at the event also in-

s 2K
cluded the leaders of the Islamic
Center of Inglewood (ICI) - one of
the largest and oldest mosques in
Southern California - namely the
President of the ICI Javed Bava
and ICI Co-Directors for Muslim
Outreach Ismail Keekeebhai and
Zubair Rawda. At the invitation of
Azerbaijan’s Consulate General,
they recently visited Azerbaijan,
together with Christian and Jewish
faith leaders of Los Angeles. Dur-
ing the visit, they had the opportu-
nity to also travel to the liberated
cities of Aghdam and Shusha. The
speakers shared their witnessing
unimaginable destruction com-
mitted by Armenian troops in
Karabakh during three decades of
brutal occupation. They stressed
that desecrating and destroying
the houses of worship was totally
unacceptable and must be con-

s Sl

demned by all. The speakers also
shared their impression of Azer-
baijan’s interfaith harmony and
multiculturalism, as well as many
meetings in Baku with faith lead-
ers of all three religions.

The Council of Pakistan President
Adnan Khan said: “Pakistan, Tur-
key and Azerbaijan are three na-
tions who have bonded to become
one as brothers”.

“Since the early 1990s, the Arme-
nian army has committed a geno-
cide against Azerbaijani people.
The people of Pakistan demand
justice for Azerbaijan. The de-
struction of houses of worship, the
destruction of cities committed
by the Armenian army has to be
addressed, and the Armenian gov-
ernment has to be held accounta-
ble. The United Nations cannot sit
silent,” Adnan Khan added.

Baku holds briefing
ahead of Nizami
Ganjavi Forum

DNA

BAKU: The International
Nizami Ganjavi Forum is
fast approaching. The forum
“Nizami Ganjavi Intercultural
Bridge” will be held in Baku
on November 24-26. Over 40
scientists and experts from
15 countries are expected to
join the forum to be held as
part of Nizami Week.
Speaking at the press-con-
ference, First Deputy Min-
ister of Culture Elnur Aliyev
stressed the importance
of the event in promoting
Nizami Ganjavi’s legacy.

The Minister pointed out that

the forum will discuss the
poet’s influence on the forma-
tion of public attitudes and lit-
erature in different countries.
Elnur Aliyev noted that the
forum will gather prominent
statesmen, scientists, rep-
resentatives of the interna-
tional organizations and the
diplomatic corps. Among the
guests are the Culture Minis-
ter of Turkey and Uzbekistan.
The forum will feature pan-
el discussions on the topics
“The influence of Nizami’s
work on the political and
social traditions of the medi-
eval East”, “Nizami Ganjavi:
a view of the modern world”
and others”, etc.

BAKU: Pakistan ambassador to Azerbaijan Bilal Hayee visit Pakistan Cultural Center Baku an

got acquainted with the drawing competition to be held here. He met with students and answered

Flaming bus crash 1n
Bulgaria kills 45

AGENCIES

SOFIA: At least 45 people,
including 12 children, died as
a bus carrying mostly North
Macedonian tourists crashed
in flames on a highway in
western Bulgaria hours be-
fore daybreak on Tuesday,
officials said.

Seven people who leapt from
the burning bus were rushed
to the Pirogov emergency
hospital in the Bulgarian cap-
ital Sofia and were in a stable
condition, hospital staff said.

They had suffered burns and
one had a broken leg.
Bulgaria’s interior ministry
said 45 people had died, mak-
ing it the most deadly bus
accident in the Balkan coun-
try’s history. Interim Interior
Minister Boyko Rashkov said
bodies were “clustered inside
and are burnt to ash”.

“The picture is terrifying,
terrifying. I have never seen
anything like that before,” he
told reporters at the site.
The cause of the accident was
unclear but the bus appeared
to have hit a highway barri-

er either before or after it
caught fire, Bulgarian officials
said. The accident happened
on Struma highway about 30
km (19 miles) west of Sofia
around 2 a.m. (0000 GMT),
they said.

The coach party had been
returning to Skopje, capital
of North Macedonia, after
a weekend holiday trip to Is-
tanbul, a trip of about 800 km
(500 miles).

Bulgarian investigative ser-
vice chief Borislav Sarafov
said four buses from a North
Macedonian travel agency

had entered Bulgaria late on
Monday from Turkey.
“Human error by the driver
or a technical malfunction are
the two initial versions for the
accident,” Sarafov said.
Television footage showed
the bus standing upright but
charred and gutted by fire in
the middle of the highway,
which was wet from rain.
“This is a huge tragedy,”
North Macedonian Prime
Minister Zoran Zaev told
reporters in Sofia and ex-
pressed his condolences to
relatives of the victims.

questions about international journalism. — DNA

Uzbekistan, GB plan
to expand trade co-op

TASHKENT: The Deputy Prime Minister - Minister of In-
vestment and Foreign Trade of the Republic of Uzbekistan
Sardor Umurzakov met with the British Trade Commission-
er for Eastern Europe and Central Asia, the Consul General
of Great Britain in Istanbul Kenan Poleo.

During the meeting, a wide range of issues of Uzbek-British
cooperation were considered. The active dynamics of ex-
panding partnership in the political, investment, trade and

economic spheres was noted.

This is evidenced, in particular, by the receipt by Uzbeki-
stan of the beneficiary status of the Extended Scheme of
the Generalized System of Preferences (GSP EF) of Great
Britain. It was noted that this step will make a significant
contribution to the diversification and development of eco-
nomic and trade relations between the two states.

During the dialogue, the parties indicated their mutual read-
iness to implement practical measures for the effective im-
plementation of the preferential status of the GSP EF bene-

ficiary. — News Desk

Rakesh Tikait: Man who made Modi hend

The farmers had been protesting for months, fearful that the laws would loosen rules
around sale, pricing and storage of farm produce and lead to the entry of private buyers

RUBEN BANERJEE

RACING the jour-

ney of an impressive

farmer leader, who
once was employed as a low-
ly police constable in Delhi.
In hindsight, his tears did
the trick. On a cold wintry
night last January, Rakesh
Tikait sobbed uncontrol-
lably. He said he wouldn’t
leave the farmers’ protests
at Ghazipur, on the out-
skirts of Delhi, until three
farm laws enacted by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
government were repealed.
The farmers had been pro-
testing for months, fearful
that the laws would loosen
rules around sale, pricing
and storage of farm produce
and lead to the entry of pri-
vate buyers. But that event-
ful night, barely 48 hours
after some unruly farmers
had gone on a rampage with
their tractors in the capital
city, the protests nearly un-
ravelled. Public sympathy for
the agitation in the wake of

violence had greatly dissipat-
ed. The police were all set to
move in and forcibly disperse
the protesters. That’s when
Tikait broke down.

Tikait’s tears, which were
broadcast on television,
helped turn the tide. As
video clips of him weeping
were widely shared, many
farmers who had been trick-
ling back home returned
to the protests in large
numbers. This forced the
police to retreat. The pro-
tests survived and gathered
in strength over a period of
months, ultimately result-
ing in a rare success last
week in which Modi capit-
ulated. The prime minister,
despite rarely bowing to
public pressure, announced
the repeal of the laws.
Because of their scale and
tenacity, the farmers’ pro-
tests raging across several
states have been in the head-
lines for nearly a year. But
appearing alongside these
headlines has been the port-
ly 53-year-old Tikait. Though
dozens of farmers’ groups

coalesced under the umbrel-
la group Kisan Samyukta
Morcha, Tikait has been the
most visible face of the pro-
tests. As spokesman of one
of the biggest farmer groups,
the Bharatiya Kisan Union
(BKU), Tikait, who speaks
in a rustic rural dialect, has
proven to be both charismat-
ic and influential. Following
last week’s victory, his stat-
ure has grown even more.

In a country where opposi-
tion leaders have struggled
to stand up to the hugely
popular Modi - a man often

el

accused by detractors of be-
ing autocratic - Tikait’s feat
has been remarkable. In
all likelihood, the farmers’
victory will galvanise the
dispirited opposition ranks
and reignite people’s faith
in the power of democratic
protests, which had been
all but delegitimised by the
current government with its
brute parliamentary majori-
ty. That Tikait helped guide
the farmers to this victory
also has profound personal
significance. He has lived
up to his pedigree.

His late father, Mahendra
Singh Tikait, was one of the
country’s most prominent
farmers’ leaders. In 1988
he brought Delhi to a virtual
standstill by mobilising tens
of thousands of farmers to
demand better prices for
their sugarcane crops. The
elder Tikait passed away in
2011 and many believed that
the family that traditionally
headed a powerful clan of
locals from across numer-
ous villages have ceased to
enjoy enormous clout.

Doubts over the Tikaits
swelled when Rakesh Tikait
ran for election in his home
state of Uttar Pradesh and
came in an embarrassing
sixth place. The family’s
reputation was also sul-
lied when Rakesh and his
siblings were accused of
complicity in the communal
riots of 2013 in Muzaffar-
nagar, Uttar Pradesh. That
conflict claimed around 60
lives, mostly Muslims. Po-
lice cases were registered
against Tikait, whom it was
alleged worked in tandem

with Modi’s Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party to foment tension
and polarise voters along
religious lines with a view
to consolidate Hindu votes.
But all that is forgotten now,
and Tikait — once employed
as a lowly police constable
in Delhi - has emerged as
an impressive leader. Elec-
tions in the bellwether state
of Uttar Pradesh are due
early next year along with
several other states, such
as Punjab. Political leaders
- particularly those aligned
against Modi - are compet-
ing to have Tikait on their
side. Farmers make up 58
percent of India’s elector-
ate, and their support is
critical. Historically, they
do not vote as a bloc and
are instead divided by caste,
religion and other factors.
But now they are united
by the farmers’ agitation,
and they could swing the
results. Tikait is certainly
an important key to secure
their backing.

- Courtesy: TRT World

Ethiopia
PM vows to
lead army

AGENCIES

ADDIS ABBA: Ethiopian
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed
has vowed to head to the
war front to lead soldiers bat-
tling rebels, as the yearlong
Tigray conflict moves closer
to the capital Addis Ababa.
“Starting tomorrow, I will
mobilise to the front to lead
the defence forces,” Abiy,
winner of the 2019 Nobel
Peace Prize, said in a state-
ment posted on Twitter on
Monday.

“Those who want to be
among the Ethiopian chil-
dren who will be hailed by
history, rise up for your
country today. Let’s meet at
the front.”

Abiy’s statement came as
the Tigray People’s Libera-
tion Front (or TPLF) rebel
group continued to press
towards Addis Ababa, claim-
ing control of the town of
Shewa Robit, just 220 kilo-
metres northeast of the cap-
ital by road.

In response, the spokes-
man for the Tigray forces
Getachew Reda tweeted
that “our forces won’t re-
lent on their inexorable
advance towards bringing
(Abiy’s) chokehold on our
people to an end.”

Abiy’s comments came after
the ruling Prosperity Party’s
executive committee met to
discuss the war, which has
dragged on for a year.

Bangladesh
asked to halt
Rohingya
relocation

NEews DESK

DHAKA: A global human
rights watchdog on Tuesday
urged Bangladesh to halt
the relocation of Rohingya
refugees to the remote is-
land of Bhasan Char until
“freedom of movement, in-
formed consent and other
rights of Rohingya refugees
are protected.”

In a statement, the Human
Rights Watch (HRW) said
the relocation contravenes
the October agreement be-
tween the UN High Com-
missioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) and the Bangla-
desh government that estab-
lished a framework for UN
support for refugee opera-
tions on Bhasan Char.
“Bangladesh’s October
agreement with the UN
doesn’t provide a free tick-
et to forcibly relocate Ro-
hingya refugees to Bhasan
Char,” said Bill Frelick,
refugee and migrant rights
director at the HRW.
According to the New York-
based non-profit, Bangla-
desh authorities have al-
ready moved nearly 20,000
Rohingya refugees to the
remote, flood-prone island,
claiming that the reloca-
tions were necessary to
ease the overcrowding in
the Cox’s Bazar camps.
“Many refugees were trans-
ferred to the island without
full, informed consent, and
have been prevented from
returning to the mainland,”
it alleged.

Eurozone
business
recovery again
gains pace

BRUSSELS: The recovery
of the eurozone economy
is again gaining pace after
dipping last month, a close-
ly watched survey said on
Tuesday.

The IHS Markit purchasing
managers’ index (PMI),
which measures corporate
confidence, rose to 55.8 in
November after dropping
to 54.2 in October.

This is good news for job
creation as the single cur-
rency area recovers from
the lingering damage of
the coronavirus pandemic
and global supply chain

disruption.
But it comes along with
increasing inflationary

pressures, with prices and
wages rising more steeply.
Chris Williamson, chief
business economist at THS
Markit said: “A stronger ex-
pansion of business activity
in November defied econ-
omists’ expectations of a
slowdown.”

But this is “unlikely to
prevent the eurozone from
suffering slower growth in
the fourth quarter, espe-
cially as rising virus cases
look set to cause renewed
disruptions to the economy
in December.”

Economist Rory Fennessy
of Oxford Economics agreed
that the uptick in the PMI
was a surprise, and seemed
mainly driven by growth in
services. — APP
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WHO fears
700,000 more
Covid deaths

in Europe

COPENHAGEN: Europe
remains “in the firm grip”
of Covid and the death toll
on the continent could top
2.2 million this winter if
current trends continue,
the World Health Organiza-
tion said Tuesday.

Some 700,000 could die
in the coming months, the
WHO said, as cases creep
up across Europe, prompt-
ing some countries to reim-
pose tough restrictions.
The WHO expects “high or
extreme stress in intensive
care units (ICUs) in 49 out
of 53 countries between
now and March 1, 2022”.
“Cumulative reported deaths
are projected to reach over
2.2 million by spring next
year,” it added, up from the
current 1.5 million.

Covid-19 is the leading cause
of death across Europe and
Central Asia, the WHO re-
ported, citing figures from
the Institute for Health Met-
rics and Evaluation.

The rise in Europe was be-
ing driven by a combination
of the highly-contagious
Delta variant, insufficient
vaccination coverage and
the easing of measures such
as mask wearing and physi-
cal distancing, it said.
According to WHO data,
Covid-related deaths in-
creased last week to nearly
4,200 a day, doubling from
2,100 deaths a day at the
end of September.

The WHO also said evidence
was growing that vaccine-in-
duced protection against in-
fection and mild disease was
declining. — APP

India
announces bill
to ban digital
currencies

NEW DELHI: India’s gov-
ernment will introduce a bill
to ban private cryptocurren-
cies and create a framework
for a central bank-backed
digital money, parliament
said in a shock announce-
ment late Tuesday.

The proposed bill “seeks
to prohibit all private cryp-
tocurrencies in India”, the

EU ambassador commends
pro-active efforts of EFP-EC

During her visit to the EFP-EC, Ambassador Kaminara specifically focused
on the EU GSP Plus significance and appreciated that EFP, as a constituent of ILO,
is portraying the soft image of Pakistan

DNA

KARACHI: Ambassador of the Delegation
of the European Union to Pakistan, Ms.
Androulla Kaminara, has said that the
pro-active efforts of private sector repre-
sentative organizations are important in
ensuring a sustainable presence in the
global market as well as taking maximum
advantage of the trade facilitation accord-
ed by regional blocs or by individual coun-
tries. The positive initiatives undertaken
by the Economic Council of Employers
Federation of Pakistan are a step in the
right direction and are commendable”.

During her visit to the EFP-EC, the EU
Ambassador specifically focused on the EU
GSP Plus significance and appreciated that
EFP, as a constituent of ILO, is portraying
the soft image of Pakistan and the endeav-
ors of those Pakistani exporters who are
seriously complying with ILO Labor Stand-
ards. She particularly lauded the pragmatic
initiatives that EFP-EC has taken regarding
GSP Plus, Minerals to Chemicals, Look

Africa, Electricity Markets, Tourism, and
Women Empowerment. Moreover, she also
responded favorably to the fact that the UN
Global Compact Network Pakistan is under
the umbrella of EFP.

The senior EU diplomat advised that it
must be incumbent upon EFP, since it has
the mandate of Human Resources also, to
sensitize private sector as well as workers
and government to accord serious consid-
eration to eliminate child labor, to set up
a mechanism to ensure labor inspection,
and to enable workers to form unions un-
der the Freedom of Association Conven-
tion of ILO. It is primarily the responsibil-
ity of employers to have a positive outlook
and she assured that such efforts would
help Pakistan in presenting the case for
grant of the next EU GSP Plus status
from January 2024.

Ambassador Kaminara appreciated the
fact that the Research Department of EFP-
EC is an allfemale department and also
complimented the female researchers for
preparing excellent presentations on the
various initiatives of the Economic Council.

Her Excellency advised the research team
to also strive by themselves to assist in up
scaling the output and ideas of EFP as these
can do wonders for Pakistan at internation-
al forums especially with regard to women
empowerment and trade and industrial de-
velopment programs.

Earlier, welcoming the EU delegation that
also included Daniel Clauss and Husnain If-
takhar and also welcoming Ms. Ingrid Chris-
tensen, Country Director ILO and Saghir
Bukhari, Senior Specialist ILO, Ismail Sut-
tar, President EFP, said that EFP sincerely
believes that closer collaboration with Eu-
ropean Union is the practical move forward.
He added that Pakistan has been subjected
to long years of being behind International
stakeholders, and it is time EFP works side
by side with European Union Delegation
and thanked Ambassador Androulla Kami-
nara for visiting EFP-EC and for her keen
interest in EFP.

Suttar informed that EU is Pakistan’s
most important trading partner, account-
ing for 14.3% of Pakistan’s total trade in
2020 and absorbing 28% of Pakistan’s to-

tal exports. Pakistani exports to the EU
are dominated by textiles and clothing
which account for 75.2% of Pakistan’s to-
tal exports to the EU in 2020.

The President listed the projects cur-
rently being pursued by the Federation.
Furthermore, EFP advocates that it
is important for relevant international
stakeholders to have further engagement
since Pakistan is now in the forefront in
the international community. The private
sector must align itself with the compli-
ances required within the international
trade framework. The EU Ambassador’s
interest is a stepping stone for further
collaboration with EFP.

Majyd Aziz, President UN Global Compact
Network Pakistan and a Former EFP Pres-
ident, Asif Zuberi, Chairman EFP-EC and
Director EFP, Younus Dagha, Senior Advi-
sor and Member EFP-EC, Ms Ingrid Chris-
tensen and Saghir Bukhari also dwelt in de-
tail on the various aspects of the ILO Labor
Standards, WEBCOP, GSP Plus, Electricity
Market, Minerals to Chemicals, SDGs and
other relevant subjects.
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ISLAMABAD Ambassador of Denmark Lise Rosenholm and others taking interest in painting during an exhibition
\ at Satrang Art Gallery at Islamabad Serena Hotel. — DNA

) Italy and

France to sign
new treaty

ROME: French President
Emmanuel Macron will visit
Rome this week to sign a new
treaty with Italy, cementing
ties between two founding
EU members at a time the
bloc is in flux. He is expected
to meet with Prime Minister
Mario Draghi and President
Sergio Mattarella on Thurs-
day before inking the deal the
following day.

Also on the agenda Friday is
a meeting with Pope Francis,
coming as the French Catho-
lic Church is embroiled in a
child abuse scandal. The two
Mediterranean powers bound
by historical, cultural and lin-
guistic ties have long been
close, with the relationship
buttressed in recent decades
by their key roles in the Eu-
ropean Union and the NATO
military alliance. — APP
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US 1ssues biological

Erdogan warns of

Pakistan to
introduce
e-passports
next year

SHAHEEN HANIF

ISLAMABAD: The federal
government is set to is-
sue e-passports from next
year to facilitate the citi-
zens well-informed sources
Tuesday said. The decision
was made during a meeting
chaired by Interior Minister
Sheikh Rasheed in Islama-
bad. The important meeting
was attended by the secre-
tary of the interior, chair-
man NADRA, DG Passport
and additional DG FIA.
IThe development is being
described as a key move
that would help eradicate all
the hurdles in the current
manual system and assist
Pakistanis living abroad
process online applications
conveniently.

Biometric documents will
speed up the identification
process, simplifying pass-
port control and paving the
way for automation of ser-
vices. It must be noted that
a microchip with all biome-
tric information of an indi-
vidual would be embedded
in each e-passport to help
authenticate the identity of
the traveller.

Now, 2 pictures of the pass-
port holder will be displayed
on the main page of the new
e-passport.

EU ministers

urge UK
to end N.
Ireland row

WEeB DESK

BRUSSELS: EU ministers
on Tuesday urged Britain
to bury the hatchet over
post-Brexit trading arrange-
ments and backed Brussels
in its efforts to find a solu-
tion to a row over Northern
Ireland.

“Dear friends in London and
Great Britain, please come
to your senses,” pleaded
German European Affairs
minister Michael Roth as he
arrived in Brussels for talks
with his counterparts.
“This is not a game....
Dammit, we want to work
together in partnership
and friendship,” he said,
adding that obeying the

‘economic war’

Lok Sabha said, and comes terms of what was agreed

after Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi warned last week
that Bitcoin presents a risk
to younger generations and
could “spoil our youths”
if it ends up “in the wrong
hands”.

It is the latest such move
by a major emerging econ-
omy, after China declared
all cryptocurrency transac-
tions illegal in September.
India’s cryptocurrency mar-
ket has boomed since the
country’s Supreme Court
overturned a previous ban
in April last year, growing
more than 600 percent over
the past year according to
research by Chainalysis.
Between 15 and 100 million
people in Asia’s third-larg-
est economy are estimated
to own cryptocurrencies,
with total holdings in the
billions of dollars.

Their investments will now
face an uncertain future.
India’s central bank an-
nounced in June that it is
working to introduce its own
digital currency by the end
of the year, while warning
it has “serious concerns”
about private cryptocurren-
cies like Bitcoin, Ethereum
and others. — APP

weapons’ danger warning

ForeiGN DESK

GENEVA: The US told the
UN Office for Disarmament
Affairs on Monday that a
global biological weapons
threat is real, serious and
growing as some states
have sophisticated, well-es-
tablished programs, while
non-state actors are acquir-
ing capabilities.

US Under Secretary for
Arms Control Bonnie

Denise Jenkins said at the
opening of the four-day
meeting in Geneva that
the Biological Weapons
Convention is one of the
critical international secu-
rity agreements that guard
the threat of weapons of
mass destruction. “For the
past two decades, efforts
to strengthen the Conven-
tion have been treading
water,” said Jenkins.

“Useful discussions” at the
disarmament office had

led to minor steps at the
national level, while states
had been unable to agree on
more significant action.

She said the widespread
availability of sophisticated
scientific and technological
tools and methods is gradu-
ally eroding barriers to the
development of biological
weapons.

“While COVID-19 was not
the result of a biological
weapon, the pandemic is a
wake-up call for all of us,”

she said.

Jenkins said while there
are unprecedented efforts
to strengthen international
health security, the world
needs to address the latest
challenge.

“To do so, we must strength-
en the Biological Weapons
Convention,” she said.

“We must take action to
ensure that the Convention
can effectively address the
challenges we face now and
in the future.”

PM Imran Khan for a strategy
to protect cities from pollution

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran
Khan on Tuesday directed devising of
a comprehensive strategy within the
shortest possible time, to protect ma-

jor cities from pollution.

“A sustainable environment protection
plan is need of the hour to fight pollu-
tion, especially in major cities,” Imran

Khan said while chairing a meeting
to counter pollution and its impact on
health and related issues in the country.
For the past fortnight, smog has engulfed
large swathes of land in Punjab, mostly
due to the burning of stubble, vehicular
and smoke from industries and a number
of measures. The Prime Minister di-
rected the departments concerned to
devise a strategy in coordination with
the provincial governments to save the

major cities from pollution, by taking
all necessary steps, at the earliest.

“In line with our manifesto, clean and
pollutionfree Pakistan is our top pri-
ority, and long term measures should
be taken to deal with the climate
change-related issues,“ he said.

A statement from the Prime Minister
Office said, “we are focused on maxim-
ising green cover of our cities through
massive plantation.”

Our organisations condemn the arbitrary use of anti-terrorism law against
Mr. Parvez and call for his immediate and unconditional release

ISTANBUL: The Turkish
lira plunged to record lows
Tuesday after President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan
stuck to his support for
interest rate cuts, warning
his country was in a “war
of economic independ-
ence”.

The Turkish currency ex-
changed hands at more

than 13 lira to the dollar, a
15 percent fall, before re-
covering slightly from the
historic drop.

Turkey is facing the worst
currency  crisis  since
August 2018 when the
value of the lira hit historic
lows during a row with
then US president Donald
Trump. — Agencies

in EU-UK post-Brexit ar-
rangements “shouldn’t be
that difficult”.

The tough words from one
of the EU’s most powerful
member states indicated
that Maros Sefcovic, the EU
negotiator in charge of rela-
tions with the UK, had the
full backing of the European
capitals.

NOW.INIPAKISTAN

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The NIA on Monday
arrested Khurram Parvez from his
residence Sonwar Srinagar. As per
the family sources, the agency raided
his home and office and confiscated
some of his books, phone and laptop.
Mr. Khurram Parvez, is Program
Coordinator of the JKCCS (Jammu
Kashmir Coalition of Civil Socie-
ty: a Srinagar based organisation
that monitors and investigates
human right abuses) and the
Chairperson of the AFAD (Asian
Federation Against Involuntary
Disappearances: a consortium of
13 NGOs from 10 Asian countries
that campaign against enforced
disappearances).

On 14 September 2016 Mr. Parvez
was stopped from travelling to Ge-
neva to participate in the United
Nations Human Rights Council on
orders from the Intelligence Bu-

Pakistan condemns
arrest of HR activist

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Tuesday
strongly condemned the arrest of hu-
man rights activist Khuram Parvez in
the Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (IIOJK).

“Arbitrary arrests of human rights
activists on orchestrated charges by
Indian occupation forces is clear evi-
dence of New Delhi’s state-terrorism
and trampling of fundamental hu-
man rights in IIOJK,” Foreign Office
Spokesperson Asim Iftikhar said in a
statement issued here.

The Spokesperson said that the

reau, and was laterbooked under
draconian law.

Legal Forum for Kashmir (LFOVK)
denounce this abuse of the UAPA
and other draconian laws by the

reprehensible unwarranted search-
es by Indian National Investigation
Agency at the offices and residence
of KhuramParvez, had also been
condemned by international human
rights activists and organizations.
“The world is aware that it has be-
come increasingly difficult for human
rights organizations and activists to
continue their work in India and I1O-
JK due to incessant witch hunt by the
Hindutva driven RSS- BJP combine
over unfounded and motivated alle-
gations,” he added. — APP

Indian authorities to silence human
rights defenders and dissidents un-
der the guise of national security.
Almost 2300 people have been ar-
rested in Indian occupied Kashmir

since disputed region’s semi-auton-
omous status was unilaterally re-
voked by Government of India.

Our organisations condemn the
arbitrary use of anti-terrorism law
against Mr. Parvez and call for his
immediate and unconditional re-
lease. Additionally, we demand an
end to the harassment of human
rights defenders, political activists
and journalists.

The government of India must re-
move all legal and administrative
barriers that impede their legit-
imate work. We also call on the
international community, notably
the other members of the United
Nations Human Rights Council of
which India is currently a member,
to insist that India comply with its
human rights obligations, including
by allowing Indian human rights
defenders to freely engage in their
work and to enjoy their rights to
free expression, peaceful assembly,
and association.

ALARRAALLL’
AR RRRRANY

D" B N TOSASINRSSIRUMRRGEE 0 N S

House # 6-A. Ismail Zabeeh Road, (Service Road Parallel to Faisal Avenue) F-8/3, Islamabad.
e-mail: abrar_associates@ yahoo.com | www.drabrarassociates.com
Ph: +92 51 228 7691 / +92 51 228 7692 | Fax: +92 51 228 7693

Published by Ansar Mahmood Bhatti, Printed at Rohani Art Press, Islamabad: Ph: 051-2266165, Email: newsroomisbpost@gmail.com



