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The offices of daily 
Islamabad POST shall 
remain closed on Saturday 
on account of weekly off 
therefore there will be no 
newspaper on Sunday.

– Editor

Holiday Notice

Germany grants 
EURO 13.5m for 
Tree Tsunami

Shaukat 
Khanum 
funding 

UNGA adopts 
Pak-sponsored 
resolution

No suspension 
of mobile services

Staff RepoRt

ISLAMABAD: Mobile services will not 
be suspended during the Organisation of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) summit, which 
will be held in Islamabad for three days 
from December 17–19, Interior Minis-
ter Sheikh Rasheed announced Friday. 
The OIC’s Extraordinary Session of For-
eign Ministers will start on December 
17. Meanwhile, the federal capital will 
also enjoy a three-day weekend from 
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All set for 
first phase 
of LG polls 

in KP
DNA

PESHAWAR: All is set for the 
first phase of local govern-
ment elections being held 
in 17 districts of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa amid tight secu-
rity today (Sunday). Around 
79,479 policemen and per-
sonnel of other security 
forces have been deployed 
for the security during the 
LG polls. The elections for 
the slot of mayor city coun-
cil Dera Ismail Khan were 
postponed after the death of 
Awami National Party’s can-
didate, Mohammad Umar 
Khitab, in an attack on Sat-
urday. Security in DIK and 
other districts was upgraded 
after the incident.
As per the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan, 2,507 
polling stations have been de-
clared most sensitive, 4,188 
sensitive while 528 have been 
categorized as normal. A to-
tal of 9,223 polling stations 
and 28,892 polling booths 
have been set up for the polls 
being held in half of the dis-
tricts of the province. 
The polls will be held in the 
rest of the KP next month. As 
many as 860 polling stations 
have been declared sensi-
tive,165 most sensitive while 
224 have been placed in nor-
mal category in Peshawar.

Briefs 17 killed in 
Karachi SITE 

area blast
DNA

KARACHI: Seventeen people lost their 
lives and 11 others injured in a pow-
erful explosion that wrecked a bank 
in Shershah (SITE area) of the met-
ropolitan city on Saturday afternoon. 
It was feared that some more victims 
might be trapped under the building 
debris as the search continued into 
early hours of Sunday. Earlier, around 
1:50pm a powerful explosion razed the 
building to the ground. The boom was 
heard for miles and shattered window-
panes of nearby buildings besides dam-
aging vehicles parked in its proximity.
The building housing the bank, near 
the Paracha Chowk, was built on 
Sher Shah Nullah and the powerful 
blast caused severe damage to the 
bank, killing and injuring most of the 
clients and staff.
Several people either alive or dead 
were trapped under the debris re-
quiring heavy machinery to retrieve 
them. The ambulance services trans-
ported the casualties to the Civil 
Hospital, Karachi.
While the rescue work was underway, 
another minor explosion also took 
place, causing panic and fear but fortu-
nately it did not cause any damage. Ap-
parently, it resulted when live electric 
wires came in contact with gas line.
The hospital authorities and the police 
had initially confirmed 15 deaths and 
16 injured in the explosion at the time 
the story was being filed. Later, two 
more bodies were pulled from under the 
debris, raising the death toll to 17, con-

firmed SHO Zawwar Husain. However, 
the condition of a few injured persons 
was said to be critical.
It was also reported that 13 bank staffers 
were on duty at the time of explosion. 
Zahid, Sardar and Junaid and a security 
guard, namely Younus were among the 
dead while Abdul Wahab, Sameer and 
Arsalan, who were present in the bank at 
the time luckily remained unhurt.
PTI MNA Alamgir Khan’s father was 
among those who died in the explo-
sion. The eyewitness said that there 
were a few bank customers who were 
buried beneath the debris as well. An-
other eyewitness spoke to Geo News 
and said that he was having petrol 
filled in his motorcycle when the blast 
took place. He said he saw a few peo-
ple fall into the nullah underneath the 
building when the blast took place.
Reacting over the incident, Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan wrote on Twitter: “My 
heartfelt prayers [and] condolences go 
to all the families of victims of the twin 
blasts at Sher Shah Paracha Chowk, Ka-
rachi.” Expressing grief over Alamgir’s 
loss, he said: “I am especially saddened 
to hear of the loss of our MNA Alamgir 
Khan’s father who also perished in the 
blast. May Allah give him the strength 
to bear this loss.”
DIG South Kharal said police have ob-
tained CCTV footage of nearby places 
— the bank and an office. The police 
official said that a forensics team also 
obtained samples from the debris, and 
that the overall scope of the investiga-
tion had been extended. “A clearer pic-
ture of what happened will be before us 
by tonight,” he added.

NewS DeSk

WASHINGTON: The annual US report 
on terrorism has recognised Pakistan’s 
efforts in 2020 to counter terror financ-
ing and restrain Indian-backed militant 
groups from conducting attacks in Pakistan. 
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Top TTP commander 
escapes drone strike

NewS DeSk

KABUL: A top leader of the Pakistan Talib-
an escaped unhurt from a suspected drone 
strike on a safe house in eastern Afghan-
istan, the militant group said Friday. The 
strike on Thursday evening came a week 
after a ceasefire between the Tehreek-e-Tal-
iban Pakistan (TTP) and the government 
collapsed, with militants accusing Islama-
bad of killing its fighters. The TTP -- a sep-
arate movement but sharing common roots 
with Afghanistan’s new leaders -- plunged 
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US acknowledges Pakistan 
counter terrorism efforts
Antony Blinken stated that Pakistan has 

made some important contributions  
to the Afghan peace process

web DeSk

ISLAMABAD: Forty-one years ago, 
when foreign ministers of the Organisa-
tion of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) met in 
Islamabad for an extraordinary session 
on Afghanistan, the agenda was in con-
trast to the one scheduled to be held in 
the federal capital on Sunday.
The extraordinary meeting held from 
January 27 to 29 in 1980 was convened 
against the backdrop of the Soviet Un-

ion’s invasion of Afghanistan. The final 
declaration approved the suspension of 
Afghanistan’s OIC membership, in addi-
tion to cutting its financial and humani-
tarian aid, because the 57-member bloc 
wanted to penalise the Soviet-backed 
government in Kabul.
The declaration decided to withhold rec-
ognition of the “illegal regime” until the 
complete withdrawal of Soviet troops 
from the country. It also called upon all 
member states to stop aid and all forms 
of assistance given to the regime.

5000 personnel 
to stand guard; 

holiday in Capital
khayam abbaSi

ISLAMABAD: Government on Fri-
day decided to deploy 5,000 security 
forces personnel in the federal capital 
during the OIC Foreign Minister s ex-
traordinary conference in Islamabad. 
In view of the OIC Foreign Ministers  
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Ambassador of
Czech Republic

meets Army Chief
COAS says Pak values ties with EU countries

DNA

RAWALPINID: Ambassador of the Re-
public of Czech to Pakistan H.E Tomas 
Smetanka called on Chief of Army Staff 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa at GHQ, on 
Friday. According to Pakistan Army Pub-
lic Relations (ISPR), the Ambassador of 
the Czech Republic called on Army Chief 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa.
During the meeting, matters of mu-
tual interest, regional security, and 
current situation in Afghanistan were 
discussed. The meeting also discussed 
mutual cooperation in the provision of 

humanitarian aid to Afghanistan.
According to ISPR, COAS said that Pa-
kistan values its relations with Europe-
an Union (EU) countries. “Pakistan is 
hopeful for the expansion of multilat-
eral relations based on common inter-
ests”, the army chief added.
The Ambassador of the Czech Republic 
appreciated Pakistan’s role in the Af-
ghan situation. The visiting dignitary 
praised Pakistan’s efforts for peace 
and stability in the region.
The Ambassador of the Czech Repub-
lic reiterated his commitment to play a 
role in enhancing diplomatic coopera-
tion with Pakistan at all levels.

Russia issues  
list of conditions

Wants limited NATO role in Eastern Europe

NewS DeSk

MOSCOW: Russia on Friday released a 
series of demands to the United States 
and NATO if it is to restore relations. It 
comes as tensions between the West and 
Russia have ratcheted up, with fears of 
a military invasion of Ukraine and con-
tinuing hybrid warfare at the European 
Union’s external border with Belarus.
The Russian documents were submitted 
to the US and its allies earlier this week. 
The publication of unfinished agree-
ments is an unusual move in internation-
al diplomacy. An end to NATO military 

activity in eastern Europe, including 
Ukraine, the Caucasus and Central Asia,
No expansion of NATO membership, 
particularly to Ukraine, No intermedi-
ate or shorter-range missiles deployed 
close enough to hit the territory of the 
other side, No military exercises of 
more than one military brigade in an 
agreed border zone, An agreement that 
parties do not consider each other as 
adversaries and will resolve disputes 
peacefully, Neither Russia nor the 
United States can deploy nuclear weap-
ons outside their national territories.
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Shaukat 
Khanum 

allegations 
false: PM

ISLAMABAD: Following allegations 
regarding Shaukat Khanum Memorial 
Trust’s (SKMT) funding, Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan submitted an affidavit 
terming all statements issued in this re-
gard as “false and defamatory”. The affi-
davit was shared with the media by the 
PM’s Office after the premier on Friday 
attended the online court proceedings 
from his office in the presence of his 
counsel, Senator Waleed Iqbal. – DNA

DNA

Ties with US, Europe
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