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TASHKENT:

President of
Uzbekistan
Shavkat
Mirziyoyev
appointed a
new Depu-
ty Minister
of Foreign Affairs of Uz
bekistan. According to the
decree of the President,
Vladimir Norov was ap-
pointed Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Uzbeki-
stan. On 31 December 2021,
Vladimir Norov was present-
ed at the meeting of the
Collegium of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs at the capac-
ity of the Deputy Minister
of Foreign Affairs. Vladimir
Norov has extensive experi-
ence in the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs. In 2019-2021,
he served as Secretary Gen-
eral of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization. From
2003 until 2005, he was the
First Deputy Minister of For-
eign Affairs. On December
29, 2004, he was appointed
Ambassador to Belgium and
returned to Uzbekistan in
mid-2006. He was appointed
Minister of Foreign Affairs of
Uzbekistan on July 12, 2006.

WHO chief
optimistic
of beating
Covid-19

WEeB DESK

GENEVA: The WHO chief
A g says heis opti-
2 5 | | mistic that the
| coronavirus
pandemic will
be defeated
in 2022, pro-
vided countries work togeth-
er to contain its spread. Dr
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesu
warned against “narrow na-
tionalism and vaccine hoard-
ing” in a new year statement.
Dr Tedros sounded a positive
note in his speech, noting that
there are now many more
tools to treat Covid-19. But he
warned that continuing inequi-
ty in vaccine distribution was
increasing the risk of the virus
evolving. “Narrow nationalism
and vaccine hoarding by some
countries have undermined
equity and created the ideal
conditions for the emergence
of the Omicron variant, and
the longer inequity continues,
the higher the risks of the vi-
rus evolving in ways we can’t
prevent or predict,” he said.

Holiday Notice

The offices of daily
Islamabad POST shall
remain closed on Saturday
on account of weekly off
therefore there will be no
newspaper on Sunday.

- Editorj
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Target achieved in 2021

Vaccination
drive going
smoothly

Pakistan has administered a total of
156.6 million doses so far: NCOC

SPECIAL
CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD:
kistan on Friday
announced it has
achieved the 2021 tar-
get of vaccinating 70
million people against
coronavirus amid rising cases of the new
COVID-19 variant, Omicron. The Omicron
variant — dubbed as a “variant of con-
cern” by the World Health Organisation
— emerged in November to become the
pandemic’s dominant variant, driving new
cases at record rates around the world.

In a series of tweets, Chairman National
Command and Operation Centre Asad
Umar said the federal government has so
far procured vaccines worth nearly Rs250
billion. The NCOC chairman highlighted
that Islamabad leads the count as it has
fully vaccinated 77% of its population, Pun-
jab 51%, Gilgit-Baltistan 46%, Azad Jammu
and Kashmir 45%, Balochistan 42%, Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa 41%, and Sindh 37%.

Umar said 46% of the eligible population
has been fully vaccinated and 63% partially
vaccinated, adding that the federal govern-
ment had provided free vaccines to people
across every province. Pakistan has admin-
istered a total of 156.6 million doses so far,
according to the NCOC. Praising the NCOC
for coordinating with provincial health au-
thorities and playing its part in helping
Pakistan achieve the vaccination target,

Pa-

Continued on Page 06

World rings in
New Year under
Covid cloud

NEws DEsSkK

SYDNEY: The world began ushering
in 2022 on Friday after another tu-
multuous and pandemicridden year
capped by new restrictions, soaring
case numbers, and a slight glimmer of
hope for better times ahead. The past
12 months saw a new US president
and a new Adele album, the first spec-
tator-free Olympics, and dreams of de-
mocracy from Afghanistan to Myanmar
and Hong Kong crushed by authoritar-
ian regimes. But it was the pandemic -
now entering its third year - that again
dominated life for most of humankind.

More than 5.4 million people have died
since the coronavirus was first report-
ed in central China in December 2019.
Countless more have been sickened
- subjected to outbreaks, lockdowns,
lock-ins and an alphabet spaghetti of
PCR, LFT and RAT tests. The year
2021 started with hope, as life-saving
vaccines were rolled out to around 60
percent of the world’s population, al-
though many of its poor still have lim-
ited access and some of its rich believe
the jabs are part of some ill-defined plot.

Continued on Page 06

Jail, London Shahbaz’
only options: Fawad

Says Lahore High Court (LHC) requested to
conduct daily hearing of Shehbaz Sharif case

StAFF REPORT

LAHORE: Federal Min-
ister for Information and
Broadcasting Chaudhry
Fawad Hussain Friday
said that Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PML-N) President
Shehbaz Sharif was left with only two
options: either to go to London or jail.
Talking to the media here, he said that
the Lahore High Court (LHC) had been
requested to conduct day-to-day hearing
of Shehbaz Sharif case so that it could be
concluded at the earliest.

He said that the media should analyse the
witnesses and evidence by covering the
LHC proceedings and evaluate whether
Shehbaz Sharif was involved in money
laundering or not, instead of giving cov-
erage to Shehbaz Sharif’s claims or re-
marks. The minister said that Shehbaz
Sharif should not worry as the coun-
try was moving in the right direction
and people of country fully supported

Continued on Page 06

Imran Khan

surrendered to
IMF: Shehbaz
—

DNA

LAHORE: Pakistan
Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) Pres- |
ident and Opposition
leader in National
Assembly (NA) Sheh- =
baz Sharif on Friday lashed out at Prime
Minister (PM) Imran Khan and said
that he had surrendered to Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF) in economic
war. While talking to the press, he said
the government says that the burden
will not fall on the poor people when in
reality, this mini budget will seize the
economy’s engine altogether. This is the
level of brutality and indifference this

Continued on Page 06

—

i, A A __.Acﬁ.(.(u’#u

POST wishes

its readers a
happy new year
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ISLAMABAD: The management and staff
of Daily Islamabad POST wishes its read-
ers, advertisers and well-wishers a very
happy new year, with this hope that the
new year brings happiness and joy for all
and sundry. Daily Islamabad POST has al-
ready completed one and half years of its
continued publication. The tremendous
response, especially from the diplomatic
community, has been a real source of en-
\couragement and buck up. - DNA

Happy New Year

Petrol price
goes up by Rs 4

Kuavam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: The federal govern-
ment has approved an increase in
prices of petroleum products. Under
the government decision, an increase
of Rs 4 per liter in petrol price has
been approved.

According to media, the new price of
petrol has gone up to Rs 144.82. It
should be noted that the new prices
of petroleum products will be applica-
ble from 12am.

The prices of petroleum products are-
were expected to escalate again due
to the tough conditions of the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) in the
mini-budget.

Last month, the federal government
had reduced the rates of petrol and high
speed diesel by Rs5 per litre “in view of
the declining price trend of petroleum
products ” across the world.

The Oil and Gas Regulatory Author-
ity (Ogra) had proposed a reduction
in prices of petroleum products by
Rs8 to 10 per litre. Ogra had recom-
mended Rs10.77 and Rs7.73 per litre
reduction in the prices of petrol and
high-speed diesel (HSD), respective-
ly. However, the government slashed
the price of petrol and HSD by Rs5,
kerosene oil by Rs7, and light diesel

oil (LDO) by RsRs7.1 per litre.

LAHORE: Prime Minister Imran Khan distributing Naya Pakistan Health Cards. — DNA
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PM launches
Naya Pakistan

Sehat

Card

The premier says not everyone can
take such revolutionary decisions

ABID Raza

LAHORE: Prime Minister Imran Khan
has launched the Naya Pakistan Sehat
Card for all citizens, stating that each
family would be eligible for medical
treatment up to one million rupees per
year under the universal health coverage
programme, media reported.

The premier stated that not everyone
can take such revolutionary decisions
as the PTI did, citing the example of the
health card as one. “Today, every fami-
ly in Punjab will be eligible for a health
card,” he said, adding that a welfare state
is one where all citizens have equal op-
portunity for growth and prosperity.

He said it was in the State of Madi-
na that for the first time in history,
the state accepted responsibility for
society’s  underprivileged segment.

Continued on Page 06

— Directs to_
complete public

welfare projects

DNA

LAHORE: Prime Minister Imran Khan
on Friday directed to provide the re-
quired budget for all public welfare pro-
jects on priority basis so as to ensure
effective public service through timely
completion of these projects in good
way. He also directed to make more
effective public awareness campaign
about the welfare-oriented develop-
ment projects. The prime minister was
presiding over a meeting here about
the development budget in Punjab.

Continued on Page 06

4 soldiers
in Mir Ali

DNA

RAWALPINDI: Four Pakistan Army sol-
diers embraced martyrdom in an intel-
ligence-based operation (IBO) Friday in
Mir Ali, North Waziristan, confirmed the
ISPR. One terrorist was apprehended
along with weapons and ammunition,”
said the ISPR, adding that the four sol-
diers were martyred during an “intense
exchange of fire.” The names of the mar-
tyred soldiers are: Havaldar Munawar,
40, resident of Bahawalnagar, Sepoy Zaka
Ullah, 31, resident of Laki Marwat, Sepoy
Farhan, 34, resident of Kohat and Sepoy
Sheraz, 30, resident of Abbottabad.

In another IBO, two militants were gunned
down by security forces while weapons and
ammunition were also recovered from the
militants. The two terrorists killed during

martyred
operation

HalE 4
the IBO have been identified as Shahzeb
alias Zakir and Daniyal. “These terror-
ists were involved in terrorist activities
against security forces, target killing and
kidnapping for ransom,” it added.

The Foreign Secretary highlighted that high-level participation was not only an expression of the

OIC’s strong support for Afghan people but also affirmed the OIC’s leading role on the issue

ANSAR BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Secretary Sohail
Mahmood invited the Heads of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
resident Missions, today, to thank them
for the Member States’ support to the
success of the 17th Extraordinary Ses-
sion of OIC-CFM hosted by Pakistan on
19 December 2021 on the humanitarian
situation in Afghanistan.

The Foreign Secretary highlighted that
high-level participation by Foreign Min-
isters and other Senior Representatives,
at such short notice, was not only an ex-
pression of the OIC’s strong support and
solidarity for the Afghan people but also
affirmed the OIC’s leading role on the is-
sue. The Foreign Secretary thanked the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in its capaci-
ty as the OIC Summit Chair and other
Members for their valuable contribu-
tions to the successful outcome.
Recalling Prime Minister Imran Khan’s

key-note address,wherein he underscored
that lest immediate action was taken, the
“situation in Afghanistan could become
the largest man-made crisis of our times”,
the Foreign Secretary lauded the OIC
Member States and the international
community for stepping upto the chal-
lenge by adopting substantive delivera-
bles during the Extraordinary Session.

The Foreign Secretary stressed that
these decisions -including the establish-
ment of the Humanitarian Trust Fund;ap-

pointment of an OIC Special Envoy for
Afghanistan;revitalization of the OIC Mis-
sion in Kabul; creation of the Afghanistan
Food Security Program; and initiation
of discussions to devise a “roadmap” to
unlock financial and banking channels in
Afghanistan - were all tangible and con-
crete steps. “We must build on this mo-
mentum”, he underscored.

The Foreign Secretary stressed that
pledges to the Humanitarian Trust Fund
by OIC Member States would be impor-

30

tant to turn “collective commitments”
into “concrete actions”. Reaffirming Paki-
stan’s abiding commitment to the people
of Afghanistan, the Foreign Secretary not-
ed that the first consignment of 1800 met-
ric tons of wheat as part of the Prime Min-
ister’s assistance in-kind package worth
Rs. 5 billion, was sent to Afghanistan, yes-
terday. The Foreign Secretary added that
Pakistan would continue to work with the
OIC to devise practical pathways to assist
our Afghan brethren. On the forthcoming

I

48th Session of the OIC Council of For-
eign Ministers, the Foreign Secretary
stated that Pakistan looks forward to the
participation of all OIC Foreign Ministers
at the meeting in March 2022, which co-
incides with the 75thAnniversary celebra-
tions of Pakistan’s independence.

The Foreign Secretary stressed that as
a founding member of the OIC, Pakistan
remains committed to further strength-
ening fraternal bonds and substantive
cooperation within the Muslim Ummah.
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Long-term strategy
imperative to
survive 1n Al era

Rana Fayyaz Ahmad, Vice President FCCI said that new technology
is dominating the industrial sector at a much faster pace

search & Development and CPEC
said that as per Pakistan Engineer-
ing Council about 1 lac engineers are
unemployed but their capabilities are
also below the mark. He said that we
must harness their professional, men-

efficiency of our engineers and highly
skilled workers is also very pathetic.
He said that his company will provide
cost-effective solutions to these prob-
lems and the industrial sector must
take initial measures towards the 4.0

IsuraqQ MuGHAL

FAISALABAD: A comprehensive
and long-term strategy is imperative
to harvest the benefits of the fourth
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KARACHI: Chairman Federal Public Service Commission, Capt (r) Zahid Saeed presenting FPSC

annual report to President Arif Alvi at Governors House. — DNA

Training can
harness staff’s
professional skills

Bureau REPORT

FAISALABAD: Training is an important tool
to harness the professional skills and overall
performance of the officers and the officials
said Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Faisal-
abad Electric Supply Company (FESCO), he
was addressing the concluding ceremony of
the promotion class for Line Superintends
(LS) Second to LS First in FESCO Regional
Training Center (RTC).

He said that by providing training we could
imbibe new trends in the professional life of
the staff, which would certainly yield better
results. He said that despite years of expe-
rience, the room for further improvement
always remains intact and we must continue
on job training for our technical field staff.
He further said that different courses for
the FESCO employees continue round the
year which not only help them to improve
their skills but also imperative for their pro-
motion to next grade.

CEO directed the instructors to sensitize

trainees to refresh their academic as well as
theoretical knowledge with innovative and
conscious efforts. He said that this training
will help them to deal prudently with their
officers, subordinate staff and consumers.
He said that present syllabus and practical
may be further improved to bring improve-
ment in their skills.

He congratulated the LS who have success-
fully completed their training to move into
the field with renowned commitment to
serve the consumers with dedication and
honesty; it will not only help in minimizing
the problems confronted by the consumers
but also play a major role in image building
of the company.

Totally 26 Line Superintends participated
in the promotion training while Mr Ali Raza
secured first position, Rizwan Rafi second
and Waqar Younas third. Additional DG
(ADMN) Ather Ayub Ch, Executive Engi-
neer (RTC) Nadeem Akbar Kahloon, Dep-
uty Director (Safety) Saeed Raza, Staff Of-
ficer Abid Rashid and instructors RTC were
also present at this occasion.

Agri sector to
be developed
on modern
lines

PESHAWAR: Director Gen-
eral Agriculture Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Abid Kamal has
said that tangible measures
would be taken for devel-
opment of the agriculture
sector of South Waziristan
by utilizing modern means.

He expressed these views
while visiting Agri Park
Wana, where he had a de-
tailed discussion with local
middlemen, fruit and veg-
etable commission agents
and their associations.

DG Tribal Districts Murad
Ali, District Agriculture Di-
rector South Waziristan Dr
Muhammad Anwar Bhattani
President of All Pakistan
Agriculture Markets Asso-
ciation Malik Shani also ac-
companied him.

A representative delegation
of Wana fruit agents includ-
ing its president Roshan,
Haji Torkhan Zulfir Khan,
Lal Mohammad and other
commission agents also
held a meeting with the vis-
iting dignitary and apprised
him of their problems.

He listened to their prob-
lems and assured them of
resolving them on priority
basis. He said that South
Waziristan was rich in va-
rieties and vegetables and
added there were many op-
portunities for agriculture.

In view of the rich potential
of the area, the DG said ef-
fective steps would be taken
to develop agriculture and
modernize it.

He expressed hope that
farmers and other traders
would cooperate with the
government to efficiently
achieve the objective and

Institute

Pak agri research
institutes will not

be privatized

90% of the area of Ayub
Agricultural Research Institute
is reserved for research which
the land mafia wants to occupy

through privatization

LAHORE: A delegation led by Dr. Aziz-ur-Rehman of
Ayub Agricultural
Faisalabad
on Speaker Punjab Assembly
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi at his
residence here.

The delegation included Dr.
Khunsa Khakwani, Dr. Sadaf
Shamim and Arsalan Abbas.
The delegation apprised the
Speaker of the Punjab Assem-
bly of their concerns regarding
the unwarranted privatization A
of the Institute. Ch Parvez Elahi said that Pakistan’s agri-
cultural research institutes will not be allowed to be privat-
ized, the government has a responsibility to make up for the
lack of research funds.

He said that this institution is being privatized in the name
of transformation, if there is any conspiracy against this in-
stitution then we will not allow it to succeed. He said that
Ayub Agricultural Research Institute was introducing about
200 different types of seeds including wheat, rice, pulses
and cotton in Pakistan.

Dr. Sadaf Shamim thanked the Speaker Punjab Assembly
for assuring the delegation of the solution of the problems
and said that the people of the country are already on the
streets in search of bread and employment. 90% of the area
of Ayub Agricultural Research Institute is reserved for re-
search which the land mafia wants to occupy through pri-
vatization. — DNA

These remarks were made in a 12-page ruling authored by IHC Chief Justice

Research
called

Govt taking
steps to stop
distortions in

tax system

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chairman
Federal Board of Revenue
Dr. Muhammad Ashfaq
Ahmed says tax reforms un-
dertaken by the government
are most significant in the
history of the country.
Addressing a news confer-
ence in Islamabad on Fri-
day, he said government is
taking steps to stop distor-
tions in tax system.  The
Chairman said some of the
facts of Supplementary Fi-
nance Bill have been misin-
terpreted by media.

He tax policy reforms were
needed for a long time but
unfortunately interest groups
got some amendments in
laws for their own bene-
fits. Likewise the taxes that
were shifted from one place
to another were also mis-
interpreted, he said adding
some changes were made to
amend certain laws relating
to taxes and duties through
the Finance (Supplementa-
ry) Bill, 2021. He was of the
view that tax policy reforms
were needed for a long time.
However, during the pre-
vious regimes, whosoever
interest groups came, they
took their self-interested ex-
emptions by making amend-
ments in the laws and then
they went away.

Over 5.7m
people
vaccinated in
Faisalabad

FAISALABAD: Over 5.7
million (5,723,399) people
have so far been vaccinated
against COVID-19 in the dis-
trict. District Health Officer
Dr Ataul Mun'im said on
Friday that 3,591,780 citizens
were injected first dose while
2,062,789 were administered
the second dose of vaccine.
He said that 38,472 health
workers were also given
the first dose while 30,358
received the second dose of
vaccine.

He said that sufficient stock
of coronavirus vaccine was
available in the district. As of
now 209,188 first doses and
139,459 second doses were
in the stock in Faisalabad.
He said that 37 vaccination
centers and 20 mobile vac-
cination camps were oper-
ational in Faisalabad where
registered people were being
vaccinated. — APP

Industrial Revolution and to survive
in the hi-tech robotic and artificial
intelligence era, said Hafiz Wasif,
Technical Director of “Keyup Tech-
nologies”, U.K. He was addressing
a seminar on “Sustainable Automat-

Industrial Revolution.

Rana Fayyaz Ahmad, Vice President
FCCI said that new technology is dom-
inating the industrial sector at a much
faster pace. He said that it is very

ed Strategies to Implement Industry
4.0” in collaboration with the Re-
search & Development Department
of the Faisalabad Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (FCCI).

He explained in detail the different
phases of the Industrial revolution
and said that the world is knocking
at the door of the fourth Industrial
Revolution as old technologies have
become inefficient in addition to
losing their efficacy. He said that at
the global level robotic and artificial
intelligence will soon dominate the
Industrial sector but would foment un-
employment which is a major cause of

concern particularly for the 3rd world
countries like Pakistan. He further
said that our Industrial sector is still
using phased-out machinery which is
lacking precision, quality and cost ef-
fectiveness. He said that most of the
workers employed in this sector are
still unskilled or have got negligible
on-job training without any theoretical
knowledge. He further said that the

encouraging that our youth is fully
capable of absorbing these technolo-
gies and putting Pakistan on the road
to progress and prosperity. He urged
that we must train our youth on mod-
ern scientific lines so that they could
face future challenges.

Engineer Ahmad Hassan, Chairman
FCCI Standing Committee on Re-

tal, innovative and creative capabilities
to make them compatible with the
needs of the future.

He also stressed the need to further
strengthen Industry-Academia
ages and said that knowledge and
technologies created by universities
and R&D organizations must be uti-
lized by the industrial sector to bring
qualitative as well as quantitative
improvement in the overall system.
Continuing he said that the machines
developed with robotic and artificial
intelligence will enhance quality and
production but its negative impact will
be very horrifying as it will open the
flood gates of unemployment. Quoting
intellectual debate at the global level,
he said that the global intelligentsia
was actively working on a new system
to dole out stipends to the unemployed
families so that their basic and funda-
mental needs could be fulfilled. He
said although Pakistan is far away from
this stage, we must prepare ourselves
to brace the challenges of 4.0 Industri-
al Revolution.

Engineer Asim Munir, Khawaja Am-
jad, Dr. Khurram Tariq, Mirza Muham-
mad Aslam, Muhammad Naeem and
Dr. Habib Aslam Gaba also attended
this productive session.

link-

T s -

LAHORE: Federal Minister for information and broadcasting Chaudh
talking to media. — DNA
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11 members of Karachi
family test Omicron positive

DNA

KARACHI: Eleven members of a family were
tested Omicron positive which resulted in
their self-quarantine at their home in Karachi
on Friday. The 11 members including three
women and three men belonging to the same
family had contracted Omicron variant Cov-
id-19 in Karachi’s District East.

All the people have now been quarantined at
their homes while authorities have also col-
lected samples from the people who came into
their contact to prevent their further spread of
the virus. The infected coronavirus patients
are aged between 26 to 77 years old. So far 44
omicrons cases have been detected in the port
city of Karachi. As per reports, officials of the
Sindh Health Department said they had sent
the samples of 20 people infected with COV-

ID-19 to the Dow University for confirmation
of the Omicron variant and after analysis, the
Dow University confirmed that 11 people of
the family, who came in contact with a female
member of their family from Lahore, were in-
fected with the Omicron variant.

Experts and health authorities warned and
urged people to take precautionary measures,
wear masks and get vaccinated with booster
dose, if required. Federal Planning Minister
and NCOC Head Asad Umar said 70 million
Pakistanis have been fully vaccinated against
coronavirus.

Asad Umar said that the federal government
has procured vaccines worth nearly Rs250
billion to make this massive vaccination drive
possible. “100 percent of vaccine procurement
is done by the federal government, which has
provided free vaccines to all citizens regard-
less of which province they live in,” he added.

41 ‘criminals’
arrested

FAISALABAD: Police Fri-
day arrested 41 alleged
criminals and recovered
drugs and illegal weapons
from them in the district
during the last 24 hours.
According to police, raiding
teams nabbed three pro-
claimed offenders (POs)
and 18 drug-pushers and
recovered 0.1-kg hashish
and 195 litres of liquor from
them.

The police also held eight
gamblers and recovered Rs.
21,600 from them.

In a crackdown on illegal
weapons, police arrested 12
persons and recovered 12
pistols and a number of bul-
lets from them. — APP

[slamabad POST

Available in
following cities

bring about socio-economic
prosperity.

He also appreciated District
Agriculture Director Dr Mu-
hammad Anwar Bhattani for
his performance and ser-
vices for the development
of agriculture sector of the
area. — APP

‘Sufi Night’
held

FAISALABAD: The Punjab
Arts Council Faisalabad
division organized a ‘Sufi
Night’ here.

Provincial Minister for CM
Inspection team Muham-
mad Ajmal Cheema was
the chief guest. Famous
singer Hakeem Muham-
mad Azeem Mughal, and
Muhammad Ihsan Mirza
performed on the occa-
sion.

Director Local Govern-
ment Mian Aftab Ahmed,
Director Arts Council
Zahid Igbal and a large
number of people from
different walks of life were
present. — APP

Athar Minallah in a contempt of court case against former top judge of
Gilgit-Baltistan Rana Muhammad Shamim, senior journalist Ansar Abbasi

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High
Court (IHC) said on Friday that the
affidavit that accused former chief
justice Saqib Nisar of manipulating
the cases against ex-premier Nawaz
Sharif “appeared to be an attempt to
influence the proceedings, obstruct
and interfere with the due administra-
tion of justice”.

These remarks were made in a 12-
page ruling authored by IHC Chief
Justice Athar Minallah in a con-
tempt of court case against former
top judge of Gilgit-Baltistan Rana
Muhammad Shamim, senior jour-
nalist Ansar Abbasi, a resident edi-
tor and editor-in-chief of a national
daily.

“The questionable contents of the
affidavit, the timing, the place of
its execution and then its mys-
terious leak followed by a hasty
publication...had likely profound
consequences for the proceedings
pending before the Court relating
to the appeals preferred by the two
persons named therein.

“The publication and the contents
of the affidavit could be prejudi-
cial to the right of fair trial of the
two potential beneficiaries named
therein and whose appeals were
pending and fixed for hearing on 17-
11-2021,” the IHC CJ added.
“The notion of the alleged contem-
nors that a document in the form
of an affidavit has evidentiary value
even though not part of any judicial
record, is misconceived,” it said,
adding that the most important
aspect relates to the right to the
fair trial of the two potential bene-
ficiaries, Nawaz Sharif and Maryam
Nawaz, named in the affidavit.
“They were the potential bene-
ficiaries and their appeals were
fixed for hearing two days after
the date of publication i.e. on 17-
11-2021. They have not owned the
document. The publication could
have been considered capable of
influencing the outcome of their
appeals. Their right to a fair trial
was likely to be prejudiced. The
contents of the document and its
publication had the likely effect of
creating a perception of their indi-

rect involvement to pressurize the
Court or influence the outcome
of the appeals through a ‘media
trial’ without their knowledge or
consent.”

The “freedom of expression does
not license a journalist or a publish-
er even inadvertently or uninten-
tionally to facilitate influencing of
pending proceedings or casting as-
persions on judges in the garb of an
affidavit which does not form part
of any judicial proceedings,” Justice
Minallah wrote.

“Freedom of expression is not an
absolute right and for a journalist
it carries with it responsibilities
and duties. This Court is mindful
of the paramount importance of
guarding free press and freedom of
expression and it is manifested by
its judgments,” the ruling further
maintained.

However, it said that the rights of
litigants are equally important and at-
tempts to interfere with “due admin-
istration of justice” are not covered
under the freedom of expression.
About the decision to frame con-
tempt charges against the accused,

the THC CJ said that the said law
didn’t protect the judges as it was
aimed to ensure a fair trial. “The
sub judice rule i.e. no one should
interfere with legal proceedings
which are pending, is an established
exception to the freedom of expres-
sion,” he added.

“The alleged contemnors appear
to believe that as ‘messengers’
they have absolute freedom...While
jealously guarding freedom of ex-
pression and free press, it is the
simultaneous duty of the Court to
protect...the right to a fair trial of
the litigants and their confidence in
the due administration of justice,”
the ruling added.

“Admittedly, the document was
not part of any judicial record...
no attempt was made by a reputa-
ble professional investigative jour-
nalist to verify the material facts
from the Registrar of this Court,
inter-alia, whether the honourable
Judge named therein had been per-
forming judicial functions or was on
leave and whether he was one of the
members of the Bench constituted
during the relevant period.”
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Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 0334-5421812

Airlines
TurkishAirlines...... 8494949

o

Emergency
Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20

Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi 9270601-20

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIA Cargo..... ...9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA ..o 9281092
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Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666
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A
A

Departments
CDA..vveeenn. 9221334-43
CDA...ovvann. 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6
RDA.....ccoveees 5555864
TMA....cciieene. 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3

5

Complaints

Water Tanker Service
E-7,F-10 & F-11......9204654
G-5,G-6,G-7,G-8....9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12,
H8uooeeeieieene 9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Islamabad
Metropolitan
Corporation........... 9209224

Potohar Town......... 9209224
....b773343

Rawal Town

Wasa Water Tank

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125

Welcoming the participants and experts, CEO Aga Khan Foundation, Akhter Igbal, said
that it is a great platform for learning about emerging issues related to development

of Gilgit-Baltistan and making synergies with government and civil society

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Aga Khan
Rural Support Programme
(AKRSP) held two days
consultative workshop on
“Youth Employability and
Poverty Alleviation” for the
members of Gilgit-Baltistan
Assembly here in Islamabad.
The inaugural session was
graced by the Chief Minister
Gilgit-Baltistan, Khalid Khur-
shid Khan. In the workshop,
an array of expert shared
their insights about the
emerging issues related to
youth employment and shed

for the representation of

The speakers in the work-

.

Dr. Sania Nishtar, Special

government initiatives in tack-
ling climate change. He laid
great emphasis on living in
harmony with nature instead
of fighting with nature.

Amin Aslam said that the peo-
ple of Gilgit-Baltistan know
better how to live amicably
with nature. He said that since
Gilgit-Baltistan is bearing the
brunt of climate change, it is
imperative to intervene at mulk
tiple fronts. Speaking about
future of work, the speakers
emphasized on digitization of
economy and promoting en-
trepreneurship in Gilgit-Bal-
: tistan. This will open up
new opportunities for youth

but there is a need to intro-

light on contextual strate-
gies for poverty alleviation in
Gilgit-Baltistan. Chief Minis-
ter Khalid Khurshid said that
in Gilgit-Baltistan there is a
strong tradition of making
decisions at local level.

His government intends to
incorporate this local tradi-
tion into the local govern-
ment model to pave the way

grassroot level communities
in governance structure.

Welcoming the participants
and experts, CEO Aga Khan
Foundation, Akhter Igbal,
said that it is a great platform
for learning about emerging
issues related to develop-
ment of Gilgit-Baltistan and
making synergies with gov-
ernment and civil society.

shop emphasized on contex-
tualizing the development
plans so that they are more
in sync with the issues of
Gilgit-Baltistan. They laud-
ed the local communities of
Gilgit-Baltistan for introduc-
ing a successful model of
community participation for
other regions of Pakistan.
Speaking on the occasion

Assistant on Poverty Alle-
viation and Social Safety to
the Prime Minister of Paki-
stan, appreciated the pro-
active approach of the gov-
ernment of Gilgit-Baltistan
towards Ahsass initiatives.

She said that Ahsaaspro-
gramme has introduced a
system for the vulnerable
communities in Pakistan,

duce the programme to the
targeted people.A strategic
plan was also discussed with
members of GB Assembly
and EhsaasNashonuma and
Ehsaas One Window Cen-
tres in all tehsils of GB.

Malik Amin Aslam, Federal
Minister for Climate Change/
Special Assistant to the Prime
Minister of Pakistan, shared

employment and economic
development of the region.

The themes covered in
the workshop ranged from
community participation,
poverty alleviation and
prosperity, safety nets, cli-
mate change, digitalization,
promoting entrepreneur-
ship and responsible tour-
ism to renewable energy.

ISLAMABAD: An attractive view of last sunset of year 2021. — APP

Chairman CDA
visits Literary and
Cultural Center

ISLAMABAD: The Chairman, Capital Development Au-

IESCO
issues power
suspension
schedule

New Year: Special
prayer held for country’s
security, stability

DNA

ISLAMABAD: A special prayer for the security and stability
of the country was arranged at the Faisal Masjid in connec-
tion with the New Year after Friday prayer. Dr Muhammad
Ilyas, Director General Dawah Academy of International
Islamic University Islamabad (IIUI) led the Friday prayer.
On the occasion of the New Year, he urged worship and
prayers for the betterment and peace in the coming year.
He stressed that whether it is the beginning of the Grego-
rian year or the beginning of the Islamic year, at the begin-
ning of each year, Muslims should arrange prayers and wor-
ship to please the God Almighty. “Today is the day we need
to promote peace, brotherhood and tolerance,” he said.

On this occasion, Dua for the salvation of the departed souls
of mothers of National hero and famous cricketer Shoaib
Akhtar, Special Assistant to the Prime Minister Malik Amir
Dogar and Senator Ayub Afridi was also held.

Apart from the bereaved, other prominent political and
social personalities including Speaker National Assem-
bly Asad Qaiser, Railway Minister Azam Swati, Deputy
Speaker Qasim Suri, and President Islamic University Dr
Hazal Hamood Al-Otaibi also attended the occasion.

ICT police devise security plan
for New Year celebrations

Islamabad police have also appealed the citizens
to demonstrate responsibility in their attitude

thority (CDA) on Friday visited the Literary and Cultural
Center at F-9 Park. CDA officials and renowned artist and
painter Jamal Shah were also present on this occasion.
Chairman CDA reviewed the progress of the ongoing work
on the Literary and Cultural Center.

On this occasion Chairman CDA was apprised that the
renovation work of the building has been completed and
the building will be made fully functional next week. It was
further briefed that building will be used as a center for
literary activities, including art galleries, archive centers,
educational events and other activities.

On this occasion, the CDA Chairman directed the con-
cerned departments to organize an art exhibition in the
month of January in this building to encourage young art-
ists and provide them with the best platform where they
can exhibit their artwork. In addition to highlighting the
history of the city of Islamabad, the culture and civiliza-
tion should also be highlighted so that the new generation
can also get acquainted with the history of the city.instruc-
tions were further issued that all these segments included
as permanent features of this building.

It should be noted that rehabilitation of this building is the
series of development works of F-9 Park. After completion
of development work of a long unfinished building, it will
be made operational next week. Similarly, the two water-
falls in the park which were in bad condition for a long
time will also be made functional in January which will
further enhance the beauty of the park. - DNA
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ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad Electric Supply Com-
pany (IESCO) on Friday
issued a power suspension
programme for Saturday for
various areas of its region
due to necessary mainte-
nance and routine devel-
opment work. According
to IESCO spokesman, the
power supply of different
feeders and grid stations
would remain suspended
for the period from 08:00
AM to 04:00 PM, Nawazish
Shaheed, Sher Shah Suri,
Army Brigade, Rohan Plains
Feeders, From 08:00 AM
to 05:00 PM, I-11/3, Met-
ro Cash & Carry Feeders,
From 09:00 AM to 02:00
PM, AMC, AFIRM, Race
Course, Azharabad, Jhangi,
EME Complex, P&T Wani,
Islamabad Club-1, F-8/2,
G-9 Express, Mugla, Vanhar

and behave like a member of civilized society

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Islamabad
police have made an elabo-
rate plan for security on eve
of new year celebrations
in the city and decided to
ensure special deployment
to maintain peace and tran-
quility. Around 2000 police-
men would be deployed to
ensure fool proof security
and keep vigilant eye dur-
ing possible celebrations
on New Year. The plan was
finalized during a meeting
attended by police high-ups
in the Central Police Office,
police source said.

It was directed to deploy po-
lice contingent at important
places, shopping centres,
main markets for the safety
of public on the eve of New
Year. Islamabad police have

act like a responsi-
ble citizens and
refrain from
any irrespon-
sible activity
on the occa-
sion. It was
directed
that all po-
lice officials
would en-
sure special
deployment
in their respec-
tive areas including
shopping centers and main
markets for the safety of the
public during the night.

Police Commandos will be
also deployed at different
places apart from patrolling
by police officials. All Police
Stations have been directed
to keep fool proof security
arrangements in their area
of responsibility while spe-

made to ensure
smooth  flow
of traffic on
the occa-
sion. Traffic
police  will
also coordi-

nate  with
the city
police to
maintain
law and
order and

control traffic on
the occasion. Islamabad
police have also appealed
the citizens to demonstrate
responsibility in their at-
titude and behave like a
member of civilized society.
One-wheeling, aerial firing
and fire-works would not be
allowed in the city and every
possible step would be taken
to ensure protection to the
lives and property of the citi-

feeders and surroundings.

appealed to the citizens to

cial ITP teams have been

zens, the source said.

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Educationists and
stakeholders at a consultative meet-
ing, while raising reservations over
the recently devised single national
curriculum (SNC) in the country,
have urged the government to re-
view this curriculum by duly incor-
porating all inputs from stakehold-
ers so that it cater to all diverse
communities across the country for
better education results.

The consultation meeting was or-
ganized by Awaz Foundation Paki-
stan: Centre for Development Ser-
vices with the purpose to discuss
the government’s recently devised
SNC and provide an opportunity
to stakeholders to share their con-
cerns as well as recommendations
to ensure that this curriculum is
made a representative document
across the country. The SNC is
believed to be focused on modern
education, skills development and
technology adopting global trends
of education with gender equality
and women empowerment.
Officials from Pakistan Coalition
for Education, Pakistan Private

Schools and College Association,
Pakistan Parents Association,
Pakistan Teachers Forum, edu-
cationists and members of civil
society organizations including
SAHIL, CRM, GDP, VSO, PAMS,
Gain Health, PMHA, PYCA partic-
ipated in the consultative meeting.
Senator and Member Standing
Committee on Education, Federal
College of Education & Profes-
sional Training, Fawzia Arshad
also attended the meeting.

In her remarks, Senator Fawzia

Arshad appreciated arranging
the consultative meeting on this
national issue. She assured that
the government will extend all
support in identifying quick and
practical solutions presented by
the stakeholders during the con-
sultative meeting.

The lawmaker mentioned that the
government has engaged private
schools and developed the SNC.
Senator Fawzia urged Awaz

Foundation Pakistan: Centre for
Development Services and all

stakeholders to formulate their
recommendations on the SNC for
betterment of children, parents,
teachers and society to ensure
quality education. She assured to
take up these recommendations
with the Federal Ministry of Edu-
cation and Professional Training as
well as Prime Minister of Pakistan
to adopt a comprehensive SNC.

In his opening remarks, Chief
Executive Awaz Foundation Paki-
stan: Centre for Development Ser-
vices, Zia-ur-Rehman, explained

about the targets and suggested to
find the best solutions in real-life
adaptation of SNC. He further
shared that feedback/ suggestions
on SNC are shared with MoFEPT
on their feedback portal.

He said that, the meeting is aimed
to discuss the solutions and submit
the recommendations to the gov-
ernment to ensure uniformity in
text books and syllabus for the stu-
dents from rural and urban areas,
private and government schools as
well as madaris across the country
as Education for all is a fundamen-
tal and constitutional right.
Discussing the government’s
adopted SNC, the meeting not-
ed that the illustrations in the
textbooks should ensure gender
based equal representation and
contributions of women in leader-
ship roles should be highlighted at
par with their male counterparts.
The discussants also suggested
that illustrations in textbooks
should give reasonable understand-
ing and representation to religious
minorities, people living with disa-
bility and transgender and without
any discriminatory standards of
dress code concerning gender.

ITP issues
932,390
fine tickets
during 2021

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Traf-
fic Police (ITP) issued 932,390
fine tickets to road users on
violation of traffic rules during
2021. In a statement issued
here on Friday, ITP said that
42,635 vehicles were fined for
having fancy number plates
while 48,107 fine tickets were
issued to motorists for not fas-
tening seat belts, 21,466 for
using mobile phones during
driving and 145,108 motor-
cyclists were fined for riding
without helmets.

Similarly, 13,402 amateur
drivers were issued fine
tickets while several mo-
torbikes and vehicles were
impounded in various police
stations of Islamabad over
serious violation of traffic
rules and not producing doc-
uments. As many as 62,500
fine tickets were issued over
lane violation, 5724 for park-
ing at wrong place, 16,341
for over speeding, 18,473
for violation of red light,
41,519 for having tinted
glasses, 30,260 for obstruct-
ing traffic, 74,884 for over-
loading and 9,190 vehicles
for having no registration.
Likewise, 9072 public trans-
porters were fined over
route-violation, 149,942 mo-
torists for careless driving
and 16,402 road users for tak-
ing wrong turns, 742 vehicles
for off- loading passengers at
places other than stops, 1257
for having defective lights,
442 for driving vehicles on
one-way, 8229 for driving ve-
hicles on wrong side, 13,402
for driving vehicles without
licenses and 36,329 for hin-
dering other traffic. - APP

DC for
accelerating
work on digital

Girdawari

RAWALPINDI: Deputy
Commissioner Rawalpindi,
Muhammad Ali on Friday di-
rected all the Assistant Com-
missioners (ACs) of Rawal-
pindi district to accelerate
work to complete the task
of digital Girdawari within
stipulated time frame. Pre-
siding over a meeting held
here, he reviewed the per-
formance of all the ACs on
digital Girdawari and oper-
ations against profiteering.
The DC said that digital
Girdwarai started in 1257
mouzas in all tehsils of the
district while in 63 mouzas
of Rawalpindi and eight
mouzas of Gujar Khan.

He directed the ACs to per-
sonally visit all the areas in
the field to review the pro-
cess of digital Girdawari.
He instructed the ACs of
Saddar Rawalpindi and Gu-
jar Khan to start work of
digital Girdawari in all such
areas as soon as possible
where the process could not
be started keeping in view
the legal requirements.

The DC said that strict meas-
ures were being taken against
profiteers and 170 profiteers
were arrested in the district
during Dec 13 to 17 while
11 FIRs were also lodged be-
sides imposing fines amount-
ing to over Rs 1.4 million on
the rules violators. - APP

10-KM
marathon
to celebrate
New Year

on Saturday

ISLAMABAD:  Metropoli-
tan Corporation Islamabad
(MCI), Capital Development
Authority (CDA) and Islama-
bad Running Club (IRC) have
jointly organized a 10-km run
which will be held today (Sat-
urday) at 11 am.

This race is being organized
to welcome the New Year
with great fervor and pro-
mote the spirit of healthy
living among the citizens.
Special guests expected to
grace this event are UAE Am-
bassador to Pakistan, H. E.
Hamad Obaid Ibrahim Al-Zaa-
bi, Deputy Commissioner
Chakwal Captain (Retd.) Bilal
Hashmi, and DC Islamabad
Capital Territory Muhammad
Hamza Shafgat. In the last
month of outgoing year, the
organizers opened online reg-
istrations but one can also get
registered on the spot before
the event commences.
Talking to APP, a founding
member of IRC Bilal Ehsan
said, “Currently, we have
received 114 registration
requests online while 30-
40 people have registered
themselves with our co-host
MCI. 70% of the participants
are expected to be from Is-
lamabad while around 30%
from other cities.” - APP
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Briefs

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi
Women University (RWU)
and University of Gujrat
(UOG) have signed a Mem-
orandum of Understanding
(MoU) on research collab-
oration and capacity build-
ing of the faculty in online
teaching.

The RWU had the privilege
to be the sub-campus of
UOG, which was recently
given the status of the pub-
lic sector university. Dr
Anila Kamal, a renowned
professor from Quaid-i-
Azam University has been
appointed as the founding
Vice Chancellor.

At the occasion of MoU
signing, Prof Dr Shabbar
Atiq, the Vice Chancellor
of University of Gujrat
reiterated full support of
UOG in research collabo-
ration, joint grant proposal
submission for funding to
national and internation-
al donors, and capacity
building of faculty in on-
line teaching. The office
of research innovation and
commercialization (ORIC)
representative of both
the universities were also
present at the occasion.
Director ORIC of UOG
Prof Dr Audil Rashid high-
lighted the key features of
this research agreement
and briefed about the mo-
dalities of MoU for mutual
actions set forth.

Dr Bushra Parveen, Di-
rector ORIC of RWU dis-
cussed the road map of
future research initiatives
where joint interventions
for both the institutions
are possible.

Dr Anila Kamal thanked
the VC of UOG for his vis-
it to RWU where the MoU
signing took place. — APP

Nomad
Gallery,
PNCA to

organize an
art show

ISLAMABAD: Nomad Art
Gallery in collaboration
with Pakistan National
Council of the Arts (PNCA)
would organize opening
ceremony of an art show
titled ‘The Golden Hour’
on January 5.

According to PNCA, Minis-
ter for Federal Education,
Professional Training and
National Heritage Shafqat
Mahmood likely to be the
chief guest on the occasion.
The Art show will feature
artwork of fifteen artists
from across the country ex-
ploring the Northern Areas
through their creative orig-
inality and technical skills
in their chosen mediums.
The artwork of fifteen art-
ists including Ali Sajid, Arif
Ansari, Ajab Khan, Tariq
Mahmood, Bashir Haider,
Sadia Arif, Shahzad Si-
yal, Danish Khan, Shaima
Umar, Muhammad Hafeez,
Farooq Siyal, Abid Zaman,
Qazi Amanullah, Sanobar,
and Tahir Bilal would dis-
played under the umbrella
Studio Ali Sajid and Na-
tional Artists Association
of Pakistan. The exhibition
will continue till January
10 from 11:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m. — APP

ANF seizes
1070.400 kg
drugs

RAWALPINDI: In two dif-
ferent operations, the An-
ti-Narcotics Force (ANF) on
Friday seized 1070.400 kg
drugs including 808 kg char-
ras and 261.600 kg opium
and 576 liters Acetic Anhy-
dride chemical.

According to an ANF Head-
quarters spokesman, in a
joint operation conducted
by ANF Multan and ANF
Intelligence, the drugs
being smuggled to Punjab
from Balochistan were re-
covered during search of a
Shahzor vehicle near Sahi-
wal bypass area.

Three accused namely Sar-
fraz Musa, resident of Sahi-
wal, Muhammad Ramazan
r/o Faisalabad and Israr
Khan, r/o Okara were ar-
rested during the operation.
ANF recovered total 674
packets of charras and 218
packets of opium from the
vehicle which were tactfully
concealed in LPG cylinders.
In another operation, ANF
Quetta and ANF Intelli-
gence conducted a raid on
Chaman Road in Qilla Ab-
dullah area and recovered
576 liters Acetic Anhydride
chemical which is used to
produce heroin.

After registration of cases,
ANF started further inves-
tigations, he added. — APP

ICCI president shows
concern over mini-budget

The government has introduced a mini budget to withdraw sales tax exemptions worth
billions of rupees on industrial machinery, pharma sector and imported food items that
would increase the cost of production activities and further hike inflation

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (ICCI) has shown
great concerns over the presentation of a
mini-budget in the national assembly as its
passage would hit the growth of many busi-
nesses and unleash a new wave of high infla-
tion across the country putting unbearable
burden on the common man and causing
further slump in the economic activities.

Muhammad Shakeel Munir, President, Is-
lamabad Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try said that the business community has
been demanding of the government to pro-
mote ease of doing business and introduce
low tax rates to facilitate the better growth
of business activities that would help in eco-

nomic revival of the country.

Contrary to their demands, the government
has introduced a mini budget to withdraw
sales tax exemptions worth billions of ru-
pees on industrial machinery, pharma sec-
tor and imported food items that would in-
crease the cost of production activities and
further hike inflation.

He said that the mini-budget has proposed
to increase the rates of federal excise duty,
income tax and sales tax on services in
the federal capital territory that would put
more burden on the business community
and affect their business activities. He said
that the government has also imposed a 17
percent sales tax through the min-budget
on the mining sector that would increase
its production cost and affect exports of
marble & granite products, which would be

harmful for the economy.

ICCI President said that the Finance (Sup-
plementary) Bill 2021 would raise the pric-
es of many essential items including flour,
edible oil, medicines, poultry products, in-
fant food, other food items, mobile phones,
personal computers, sewing machines,
match boxes, iodised salt, red chili etc.
This would happen at a time when infla-
tionary pressures were already at record
high levels. He said that the withdrawal
of exemptions and imposition of duties
on raw materials would have far reaching
impact on both industry and trade sectors
and urged that the government should
withdraw the mini-budget in the larger
economic interest of the country.
Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh Senior Vice Pres-
ident and Muhammad Faheem Khan Vice

President ICCI said that instead of gener-
ating additional tax revenue for the gov-
ernment, the mini-budget would promote
smuggling due to price hike that would lead
to a negative impact on the local industrial
and business activities.

They said that with the further erosion of
their buying power, people would prefer
to buy smuggled and cheaper items in-
cluding mobile phones and this situation
would keep Pakistan a tech backward
country, which would be in sharp contrast
with the government’s efforts to make Pa-
kistan a digitising economy.

They urged that the government should
start consultation with the stakeholders to
address the key challenges of the economy
and withdraw the mini-budget to save the
country from further troubles.
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ISLAMABAD: Saudi Arabian ambassador to Pakistan Nawaf Al-Maliki called on Secretary General
of Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam, former Deputy Chairman of the Senate Maulana Abdul Ghafoor Haideri
and Secretary General of Markazi Jamiat Ahle Hadith Senator Abdul Karim Bakhsh. — DNA
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Expert stresses
awareness for
unsafe injection

ISLAMABAD: Health expert on Friday stressed upon the
need of launching a public awareness campaign to enhance
the capacity of healthcare workers, adherence to injection
safety standard operating procedures and the ways to imple-
ment such good practices in hospitals as well as in salons.

Talking to a private news channel, an infectious disease spe-
cialist and microbiologist Prof. Dr. Zarfishan Tahir said that
UNAIDS analysis revealed Pakistan is among the countries
where ratio of new AIDs cases saw a sharp increase due to

unsafe injection practices.

She urged for holding more awareness seminars to educate
the community specially youngsters and take care of those
affected, adding, HIV can be transmitted by unprotected
sex, injecting drugs, reuse of medical needles and syringes,

blood transfusion, and organ transplants.

“Social stigma is still a biggest hurdle that prevent people
from going to doctors or medical facilities, she said, adding,
with education spread of the virus, we will have to change
this mindset of society”. She further regretted that majority
of the healthcare establishments being run by the quacks
were in the names of registered medical practitioners were
playing with the lives of people without any fear of law and

causing HIV increase cases.

She called for imposing a ban on the production of large
injection vials by the pharmaceutical companies, saying
that quacks, untrained doctors, beauty salons had become
a source of spreading HIV, Hepatitis and other infectious
diseases to the patients. A recently published report by the
UNAIDS, a joint UN programme on HIV/AIDS, has revealed
that the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) infections
are spreading rapidly in Pakistan as around 25,000 people
in the country contracted the virus in 2020, she mentioned.
This means 84 per cent increase in HIV patients. Majori-
ty of the people infected are drug users who inject them-

selves, she added.

She said there are over 240,000 people living with HIV in
Pakistan. Of these, 160,000 are men and around 38,000
women. The number of registered AIDS patients in the
country is around 46,912. The data shows that around 1,600
who were infected with HIV in 2020 were under the age of

15, Specialist added. — APP
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296 conferred

degrees at NUST
S3H convocation

ISLAMABAD: As many as 296 undergraduate and postgrad-
uate students of NUST School of Social Sciences and Hu-
manities (S3H) were conferred degrees at the convocation
ceremony held at the main campus here the other day.
President and CEO HBL Ltd, Mr Muhammad Aurangzeb,
was the chief guest. Others present were Rector NUST Lt
Gen (R) Javed Mahmood Bukhari, HI (M), senior manage-
ment, faculty and graduates.

At his convocation address, the chief guest Mr Muhammad
Aurangzeb extended heartiest felicitations to the graduates
on their meritorious accomplishments.

He also bestowed a few life lessons upon them, urging them
to mobilize their intellectual and professional prowess to
tackle and address current and impending challenges facing
the country. He further said that our common goal must be
to make our educational institutions centres of excellence,
and inspired other national higher education institutions to
follow the precedents set by NUST.

Earlier, the chief guest awarded degrees to the graduating
students and medals to the distinction holders. — APP

hours.

commuters for

venience,” he told APP.

capital,” he said.

These mega projects (Rawal Chowk
Interchange and 7th Avenue Under-
pass), launched to help control traf-
fic burden on Islamabad roads, are
expected to be completed by March
2022 and by June 2022 respectively.
A Spokesman of Capital Develop-
ment Authority, Syed Asif Raza on
Friday said due to increased vehicu-
lar traffic it was necessary to devel-
op alternate strategic routes to re-
duce heavy congestion during peak

“After finalization of the mega con-
nectivity initiatives, special reflec-
tors will be installed to facilitate
identifying their
route while travelling to avoid incon-

Highlighting the importance of plan-
tation, he said special greenbelts
would be made across the under-
passes to provide green and serene
landscape for the road users. “With
an aim to avoid cutting trees CDA
transplanted the mature trees from
the Rawal Dam Chowk vicinity to
other suitable places of the federal

Raza informed that the Chairman
Capital Development Authority has
directed the concerned formation to
ensure high quality of construction
work as well as to further expedite

Rawal Chowk flyover to be
completed by March 2022

ISLAMABAD: Capital Development
Authority’s development work on
Rawal Chowk Interchange and 7th
Avenue Underpass is in full swing
as the civic agency is determined
to complete the mega projects
within stipulated timeframe.

CDA launches work on stone
pitching, sloping nullah

ISLAMABAD: The Capital Development Authority has launched the work

on stone pitching and sloping of stream (nullah) running down from Mar-

gallas and crisscrossing through Islamabad eventually falling into Rawal
Lake, Korang Nullah, Nullah Lai and Swan River.

In a written reply to a question in National Assembly, Ministry of Interior
said that stone pitching work, up till now, has been executed at I-8/1, I-10,
1-9/1, I-8/2, G-6/4, G-6/2, F-6/3, F-6. F-6/4, G-6/4, F-7/3, F-7/4, F-8/2, F-8,
F-10/3, G-8, F-10/3, F-6/1, G-11/4 and G-10 etc.

In the first instance works executed at locations by considering the cross-
ing of nullahs under bridges and culverts on both sides up and below the
stream, especially the places where waste and garbage were dumped and
streams got choked in monsoon season and heavy rains falls. — APP

to remain stranded for hours dur-
ing school and office timings. Nazir
said thanks to the civic body which
took this important initiative to man-
age the construction work on these
public friendly projects with the sole
purpose to facilitate commuters for
hassle free travelling and to check
traffic jams.

Another commuter, Ayesha Farhat,
who travels on Park road to go to her
university, said the population boom
and rise in vehicles number has
shrunk the Federal Capital’s passag-

inconvenience.

Meanwhile, when contacted Musta-
fa Nazir, a commuter was of the
view that the federal capital’s traf-
fic congestion was becoming a se-
rious nuisance for citizens with an
each passing moth and people had

the pace of the work to reduce public

es in different localities and it was
imperative to have new under passes
and widening of routes for smooth
travelling. She lauded Capital De-
velopment Authority and Islamabad
traffic police for providing alternate
routes to avoid inconvenience for
travelers during ongoing construc-
tion activity. — APP

The Panahgahs being managed by Pakistan Baitul Maal provide
free shelter to the needy. One shelter home located at Peshawar Mor in

Sector G-9 of Islamabad

ISLAMABAD: The Panahgahs, a flagship
initiative of Prime minister Imran Khan
to provide relief to the homeless and the
penniless, is nothing short of a blessing
that is providing a huge service to the
needy left at the mercy of Mother Nature
amid the unforgiving winters.

The Panahgahs (shelter homes) being man-
aged by Pakistan Baitul Maal (PBM) provide
free shelter to the needy. One shelter home
located at Peshawar Mor in Sector G-9 of
Islamabad is accommodating 100 people.
The Panahgah, as it is famously called, is
well prepared to provide comfortable bed-
ding to the inhabitants. It provides decent
bedding - bed sheets and quilts to keep the
occupants comfortable.

Upon visit to the facility, an official of PBM
briefed APP that keeping in view the freez-
ing cold weather, a geyser had also been
installed on the instructions of high ups,
to provide warm water to the downtrod-
den and the destitute. This Panahgah is a
men-only facility. The shelter home main-
tained a computerized record of the occu-
pants and the record was interlinked with
the other shelter homes of the city through
integrated software. Accommodation is
provided on a first come first serve basis
without any discrimination. The remaining
shelter seekers are taken to other shelter
homes located in the city.

Responding to the complaints made by the
beneficiaries, the official in charge said
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that the bed covers were washed and dried
on daily basis. However, she added, the
inhabitants were hard to reason with and
not cooperating to keep the shelter clean
and tidy. In fact, she said that the hall pre-
sented a messy picture every morning, and
it was a Herculean task to clear the mess
created overnight. She said that this was
a daily routine and appreciated that the
cleaners discharged their duties regularly
and with honesty.

Addressing the concerns raised by the shelter
seekers, she said that she was directed by her
senior officers to provide the best care to shel-
ter seekers, adding, “This is what the Panah-
gah has been established for.” She informed
that the beneficiaries were given the best pos-
sible service and care, but in return she and
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her staff were subjected to verbal abuse and
even manhandling.

Haseeb Khan, a 71 year old sole earner of
bread, was staying here for the past 10 days.
He had come here in search of work to provide
for his wife and four daughters back in Topi,
Swabi. He was pleased with the service and
the Panahgah was nothing short of a blessing
for him. He acknowledged the fact that the
shelter provided him free accommodation and
the langarkhana served him three meals a day
at a time when it had become impossible for
him to afford even one.

However, a few beneficiaries highlighted
some concerns as well. Waheed Zaman, a
48 year old guy from Swabi, has been liv-
ing in the Panahgah from the very day the
facility became operational. He said that

100 p

eople

the staff of the shelter home needed to
pay more attention to its cleanliness. He
further said that although one geyser was
installed in a bathroom, it did not suffice to
meet the needs of all. He also informed of
thefts inside the shelter home saying that
four mobile phones had been stolen from
the facility within one week. He said that
even though there were CCTV cameras, the
staff refused to cooperate.

Salman, a 17-year old young boy from Pe-
shawar, had come here only recently. He
spoke of fixed times for entry and exit into
the shelter and said that there was no re-
laxation when it came to time. He also said
that first aid needed to be made available in
the shelter home. However, he was pleased
with the food being served and said that
there was adequate supply of food as he and
everybody else at the shelter ate to his full.
Ubaidullah, 31 from Lower Dir, had been
living in the facility for 7 months.

He complained of irregularities in the lan-
garkhana saying that the staff of the Saylani
Welfare separated meat and good quality
food for themselves.

Saylani langarkhana working under PBM
provides free food to the needy. Pervez Sha-
kir, incharge of the Peshawar Mor branch
of the langarkhana said that on average 700
people were served daily. In response to the
allegations he said that donations were very
rare and the meals came cooked directly
from the Saylani head office. — APP

PFC felicitates
newly elected
president

FPCCI

ISLAMABAD: Chief Exec-
utive Officer Pakistan Fur-
niture Council Mian Kashif
Ashfaq Friday extended fe-
licitation to the newly elect-
ed President Federation of
Pakistan Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry Irfan
Igbal Sheikh on his landslide
victory in the annual election
of the apex trade body.

In his congratulatory letter,
he said Irfan Igbal Sheikh,
SVP Muhammad Suleman
Chawala, and other BMP
Vice Presidents Muham-
mad Jabbar, Shaukat Ali
Omerson, Nadeem Qureshi,
and Shabbir Hassan success
in the nationwide election
of the business community
reflects their popularity in
all chambers and affiliated
trade associations across
the country.

He said the credit for win-
ning the majority seats in
FPCCI is attributed to the
dynamic leadership of An-
jum Nisar Chairman Busi-
nessman Panel ( BMP) and
Khawaja Shahzeb Akram
who successfully mustered
the overwhelming support
of chambers and trade asso-
ciations on the basis of their
matchless truly dedicated
outstanding  performance
throughout the country. He
said BMP won the FPCCI
election consecutively for
the third term by clinching
the confidence of the busi-
ness community. — APP

Pakistan
earns $182m
from travel
services’
export

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
earned US $182.991 mil-
lion by providing different
travel services in various
countries during the first
four months of the current
financial year 2021-22.

This shows the growth of
49.86 percent as compared
to the US $122.110 million
same services were provid-
ed during the corresponding
period of the last fiscal year
2020-21, Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) reported.
During the month under
review, the personal trav-
el services increased by
50.16 percent, from the US
$121.410 million last year
to the US $182.311 million
during July-October 2021.
Among these personal ser-
vices, the exports of per-
sonal expenditure rose by
164 percent while the edu-
cation-related expenditure
increased by 0.27 percent.
In addition, the other per-
sonal services witnessed an
increase of 51.25 percent.
Meanwhile, the exports of
business services however
witnessed a decrease of
2.86 percent, from the US
$ 0.700 million to the US $
0.680 million, the PBS data
revealed.

It is pertinent to mentioned
here that the exports of ser-
vices from the country, wit-
nessed an increase of 24.25
percent during the first four
months of current financial
year (2021-22) as compared
to the corresponding period
of last year, Pakistan Bureau
of Statistics (PBS) reported.
The exports of servic-
es during July- October
(2021-22) were recorded
at $2122.19 million against
the exports of $1708.04
million in July- October
(2020-21), showing growth
of 24.25 percent. — APP

IRSA releases
29209 cusecs
water

ISLAMABAD: Indus River
System Authority (IRSA)
Friday released 29209
cusecs water from various
rim stations with inflow of
33749 cusecs.

According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, water
level in the Indus River at
Tarbela Dam was 1430.46
feet, which was 38.46 feet
higher than its dead level
1392 feet. Water inflow and
outflow in the dam was re-
corded as 16400 and 15000
cusecs respectively.

The water level in the
Jhelum River at Mangla
Dam was 1120.10 feet,
which was 70.01 feet higher
than its dead level of 1050
feet whereas the inflow and
outflow of water was record-
ed as 7140 and 4000 cusecs
respectively.

The release of water at Kala-
bagh, Taunsa and Sukkur was
recorded as 15285, 17298
and 31525 cusecs respective-
ly. Similarly, from the Kabul
River a total of 4300 cusecs
of water was released at Now-
shera and 5909 cusecs re-
leased from the Chenab River
at Marala. — APP



LG delimitation

T is a constitutional requirement for the local gov-

ernment elections to be held timely—according to the

Elections Act 2017, new elections must be held within
120 days of the expiry of the tenure of the last local govern-
ment. Unfortunately, local government elections have been
rare and consistently delayed in Pakistan’s history. Even
with the strengthening of democratic processes in the last
few years, there have been several challenges in holding
local government elections on time. A consistent hurdle in
Sindh, for example, has been the issue of delimitation.
However, a significant development in expediting the pro-
cess took place when the Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) gov-
ernment passed amendments to the local government law,
the Sindh Local Government Act, 2013. PPP has used its ob-
jections to the 2017 Census, and the impact it has on delim-
itation, as a constant excuse to delay the local government
elections. The provincial PPP government in Sindh, despite
reminders from the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP),
did not provide requisite data nor made amendments to the
law on the pretext that it had reservations on the official
result of the 2017 census. Only after the ECP issued a final
deadline to the Sindh government to provide data for holding
elections in the province, did the government pass the high-
ly contested and controversial amendments.
The amendment might have brought forth the wrath of the
opposition parties in Sindh, but it can be said that, finally,
the local government elections are in sight, rather than be-
ing indefinitely delayed. The ECP is set to start from Friday
the delimitation process, is likely to be completed in March
of 2022, after which finally the elections can be held, almost
two years since the last local government’s tenure ended.
It is a relief that the necessary process for delimitation has
started. Now all stakeholders should oversee this process,
which always gives rise to controversies and objections by all
political parties involved, carefully but expeditiously.
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TMA employee salaries

T was reported on Thursday that all 25 tehsil mu-

nicipal administrations (TMAs) in the seven tribal

districts haven’t paid salaries to their over 1,000
employees for four months. As per reports, the KP
Local Council Board had formally requested the KP
government several months ago for funds to manage
these expenditures, however the matter continued to
be pending with the finance department.
These revelations are extremely disappointing and it is
egregious on part of the government to have allowed this
matter to linger on for four months.
The situation worsened to such an extent that the employ-
ees had been struggling to make ends meet due to the
long pay delays. The escalating prices of essential items
only further compounded their troubles and it is inexcus-
able on part of the government to treat employees in such
a manner. It comes as little surprise then that labour is
taken for granted in the rest of the country as well.
These TMAs were established in Mohmand, Bajaur, Khyber,
Kurram, Orakzai, North Waziristan and South Waziristan dis-
tricts following the region’s merger with KP, and since they
lack revenue generation mechanisms, it is the responsibility
of the provincial government to cater to such basic needs.
While the local government minister Faisal Amin
Gandapur has explained that TMAs in tribal districts
are financially weak as ex-FATA has been declared a
tax-free zone, this is no justification for depriving em-
ployees of their income for four months.
These areas of our country have been neglected for too long
and such instances will only further the grievances of the
residents. If we truly want to integrate tribal regions into
KP, the government will have to invest in infrastructure to
ensure that local revenue can be generated for the citizens.
Serious action must be taken with regards to this negligence
to ensure that this does not happen in the future.
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China-2022: An overview

Syed Ali Nawaz Gilani

Chinese President Xi
Jinping’s leadership has
been credited with lifting
nearly 100 million people

out of poverty over
the past eight years

HINA is committed to continue its suc-

cessful journey in 2022 by celebrating

successfully 100 years of Communist Par-
ty of China (CPC) the guiding force of today’s
China and 50 anniversary of return to UNO
and covercoming all challenges in 2021. After
stepping on the dark side of the moon China an-
nounced the eradication of poverty. It has truly
surpassed the entire developed world of today.
Thanks to China’s rapid development this cen-
tury is being called the century of Asia. On the
one hand, the Communist Party of China has suc-
cessfully implemented its microeconomic policy,
beating the United States, Japan, France, Ger-
many, and other major economies. On the other
hand, the initiative has taken the modern world
by surprise. The G7 countries are now planning
to counter China led by the United States, but
to provide Europe and the United States with
the ideal consensus unity and funding will be re-
quired to counter it, which seems impossible due
to differences between the countries.
China’s economic, military, and space power
have been and will continue to be discussed, but
today let us take a look at some of its greatest
achievements in human history: the complete
eradication of poverty. The Communist Party’s
2022 plans, the completion of which There will
be revolutionary changes in the world in general
and in Asia in particular. Recently, the President
of China has announced the eradication of rural
poverty in his country, which is the worst thing

in the world. Chinese President Xi Jinping’s
leadership has been credited with lifting nearly
100 million people out of poverty over the past
eight years. According to Chinese President Xi
Jinping, rural development and prosperity are of
paramount importance. Xi Jinping has said that
the development gap between urban and rural
areas should be reduced so that the low-income
population and the people of backward areas
can also be developed.

It is important to improve the living conditions
in rural areas and promote the well-being of the
farmers. The provinces that China has recent-
ly conquered against poverty include Xinjiang,
Ningxia Hui, Guangzhou, Chuang Province, Si
Chuan Province, Yunnan Province, and Gansu
Province. Guizhou Province was the last place
to achieve the ultimate victory in poverty alle-
viation. It should be noted that China has set
a goal of complete eradication of poverty from
the country by 2020. Yes, real steps have been
taken to stabilize agriculture and promote rural
life. Remember that by the 2022 Congress of the
Communist Party of China, many things will have
become clear. A decision of the third term of xi
Jinping will also be made.

Chinese President Xi Jinping referred to the 20th
CPC National Congress to be held in 2022 as
the cornerstone of agriculture. Emphasized the
special importance of moving the work forward
permanently. Now that China has overcome
poverty, it is focusing on agricultural commodi-
ties and agriculture. The Chinese president has
instructed that since ensuring the supply of ba-
sic commodities is an important strategic issue,
efforts should be made to protect the grain and
protect agriculture. Remember that

In the last eight years, China has lifted the last
98.99 million poor rural people living below the
current poverty line and removed all 832 poor
counties and 128,000 villages from the poverty
line. He called for greater efforts to ensure a
large-scale return to poverty and sought to se-
cure and consolidate China’s significant achieve-
ments in the fight against poverty.

Now let us talk about China’s economic develop-
ment and the steps taken by its rivals. However,
it is clear that China is facing rivals and challeng-
es in this field. China’s Belt and Road Initiative
project has been recognized around the world,
but the G-7 countries are among the biggest ri-
vals in the sector that want to challenge China’s
economic strength. There are differences; it
makes sense that they will not be able to touch it.
As we know, the group of the seven richest de-
mocracies has recently launched an infrastruc-
ture plan for developing countries to counter

China’s growing influence so that President Xi
Jinping’s Compete with the multi-trillion-dollar
Belt and Road initiative.
The world knows that in the last 40 years, after
China’s growing economic and military boom,
it is looking for a coordinated response to Xi's
growing insistence. The United Statesled G7
agreed on the need for a joint approach with Chi-
na on trade and human rights and will use it to
mobilize private sector capital in areas such as
gender equality and equality.
It was not immediately clear how the project
would work or how much money would be allo-
cated to it. In contrast, China’s Belt and Road In-
itiative (BRI) scheme, launched in 2013, includes
development and investment initiatives that
extend from Asia to Europe and beyond. Many
countries have signed agreements with China
for cooperation in BRI projects such as railways,
ports, highways, and other infrastructure.
This route starts from Attock city of Punjab
and enters the Dera Ismail Khan City of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa. Passing through FATA, this
route goes to Quetta city of Balochistan. Passing
through Quetta, this route goes to Panjgur and
from there to its original destination Gwadar.
This is the only road that connects China to Gwa-
dar by road. Gwadar is one of the deepest and
most important commercial ports in the world.
That is why China is investing billions of dollars
in CPEC. Abad Motorway M3 is also included in
this route. The Lahore to Karachi M5 motorway
is also included in the same project, which cov-
ers a distance of 1,026 km. The major cities of
Sukkur, Hyderabad, and Karachi are on this road.
On the other hand, the 635 km Makran Postal
Highway connecting Karachi and Gwadar Port
already exists. It will open new avenues of de-
velopment. Whatever the world may say, China
has proved that it has emerged as a world pow-
er economically, militarily, and culturally. More
than the colonial world seeks to gain from the
massacre of human beings; China has achieved
this by doing business with the world in peace
and harmony and by raising flags in the world of
science, knowledge, and research.
China has stepped into the moon and space. This
iron nation is being praised everywhere, so the
anti-China world should also think that it should
consider China as a competitive rival instead
of an enemy so that instead of spreading more
terror in the world should healthily Promote the
world trade environment.
— The writer is Secretary-General Pakistan
China Friendship Association Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Province of Pakistan
His email syeed.gilani@gmail.com

Israel’s big-money smear
campaign to demonise Muslims

CJ Werleman

Nihad Awad, CAIR’s
national director, said
his organisation had
accumulated a lot of
information on IPT,
saying Emerson was
“providing assistance
to Israeli intelligence”
and communicating with
the office of then-PM
Benjamin Netanyahu

ECENT revelations that an anti-Muslim

hate group allegedly paid thousands of

dollars to two employees of a Muslim
advocacy organisation to undermine American
Muslim activists on behalf of the Israeli govern-
ment are undoubtedly shocking but represent
only the tip of the iceberg in what is now a dec-
ades-long effort by the Jewish State to harass,
smear and threaten pro-Palestinian activists in
the United States. On December 15, the Coun-
cil on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) an-
nounced it had fired Executive Director Romin
Igbal for collaborating with the Investigative Pro-
ject on Terrorism (IPT), which is headed by Ste-
ve Emerson, a former journalist and a self-pro-
claimed expert on Islamic and Middle Eastern
terrorist groups. IPT is deemed an anti-Muslim

hate group by the Islamophobia Network because
of the way it uses “unsubstantiated threats that
portray Muslims as dangerous to accrue fund-
ing” and that Emerson has a reputation “for fabri-
cating evidence to substantiate his ravings about
Muslim extremism.”

Seven days later, another shoe dropped, with
CAIR announcing it had discovered a second
“spy” within its organisation, one who confessed
to having been paid $3,000 per month over 4
years by IPT to “protect the Israeli government”
by spying on a mosque in the US and “record
prominent Muslim leaders.” “One of Emerson’s
goals, we were told, was protecting the Israeli
government by undermining Muslims engaged in
political and human rights activism,” said CAIR,
while revealing a series of emails between Israeli
officials and IPT, including one showing a request
for information related to Students for Justice in
Palestine, a student advocacy group.

More than that, these are the actions of a rogue
and adversarial state, not those of a self-pro-
claimed democratic ally, but we should hardly
be surprised, given the nexus between Zionism
and the Islamophobia industry is documented in
great detail, starting with a Zionist-funded con-
ference in 1979. The conclave brought together
US neoconservatives with Likud Party figures
to tie Islam to terrorism in mainstream political
discourse, with the aim of tying Palestinian aspi-
rations for liberation to “terrorism” in the minds
of American voters, as observed by Professor
Deepa Kumar in Islamophobia and the Politics
of Empire. When nineteen “Islamic” terrorists
attacked the United States on 11 September
2001, pro-Israel groups moved in to capitalise on
growing anti-Muslim fears and suspicions by es-
tablishing “counterjihad” organisations, includ-
ing Campus Watch. Established in 2002 by US
neoconservative activists Daniel Pipes and David
Horowitz, Campus Watch primarily aims to iden-

tify and monitor college professors who openly
support Palestinian rights and oppose Israeli gov-
ernment policies.
In 2011, the Centre for American Progress pub-
lished “Fear Inc: the Roots of the Islamophobia
Network in America,” which found that seven
non-profit foundations donated $42.6 million
to support the spread of anti-Islam rhetoric be-
tween 2001 and 2009, showing how a “well-fund-
ed, well-organised fringe movement can push
discriminatory policies against a segment of
American society by intentionally spreading lies,
while taking advantage of moments of public anx-
iety and fear”.
These “lies”, particularly those that falsely tie Is-
lam as a gateway to terrorism, were weaponised
to advance the political interests of the Israeli
government and conservative Christian groups
and individuals. Last year, the Jewish-American
magazine Forward obtained documents showing
that Israel’s Ministry of Strategic Affairs trans-
ferred $40,000 to US-based Christian Zionist
organisation, Proclaiming Justice to the Nations
(PJTN), which has been identified as an anti-Mus-
lim hate group by the Southern Poverty Law Cen-
tre, a non-governmental organisation that tracks
hate crimes in the United States.
PJTN’s founder and president, Laurie Cardo-
za-Moore, has falsely claimed that 30 percent of
American Muslims are terrorists and are operat-
ing “35 terrorist training camps” in the US; that
Islam is a “political system of global domination,”
and that tornadoes can be blamed on former
President Barack Obama’s “support for a Pales-
tinian state”. “The grant to PJTN was part of a
broader push by the ministry to support pro-Is-
rael groups fighting BDS in the United States,
which has raised questions about whether those
groups properly disclosed the support they re-
ceived from foreign entities,” observes Forward.
— Courtesy: TRT World

— A bird eye view

Huma Arshad

Russia’s large
military buildup
near its border

with Ukraine has
heightened concerns
that Russian
President Vladimir
Putin sees in his
neighbor “unfinished
business”

VEN before the momentous events

of 2020 and 2021 shook up the

planet, the tectonic plates of cul-
ture, society and technology were already
shifting and reshaping the world. The pan-
demic took those changes and accelerat-
ed them, exacerbated them, and in some
cases, threw them into chaos. As we speed
into 2022, one question remains: where
are we headed next? It’s been more tug-of-
war than clean break, but 2021 will mark
the year rich countries began extricating
themselves from the COVID-19 crisis. With
ongoing vaccination challenges in much of
the world and the worrying emergence of
the Omicron variant, along with supply bot-
tlenecks plus rising inflation and debt, the
pandemic continues to exert its relentless
push and pull on a beleaguered world.
Keeping in mind the global trends few risks
have been identified in upcoming 2022 for the
world from western world and US perspec-
tive. Although a small majority of the world’s
population has now gotten at least one dose
of a COVID-19 vaccine, some regions are in
far better shape than others; in Africa, for ex-
ample, just 12 percent of the population had
received at least one dose as of December.
Developed countries have largely failed to
protect their weaker and poorer counterparts.
The Delta variant, first detected in India and
far more contagious than past strains, quickly
spread worldwide, overwhelming hospitals in
rich countries and even breaching the defens-
es of those already vaccinated.
The Omicron variant, which was first identi-
fied in southern Africa, now appears much
more contagious than Delta, although its
severity has yet to be fully determined. The
longer much of the global population remains
unvaccinated, the greater the chance of virus
mutations that produce more contagious,
severe, or vaccine-evasive variants. Even if
vaccination coverage greatly increases, many
experts believe we should be prepared to live
with an endemic threat from COVID-19.
For all the fear of a rising China, its weakness
may pose the greatest risk. President Xi Jin-
ping’s crackdown first on the tech sector and
now on the property sector, which accounts
for some 29 percent of China’s economy,
highlights the fragility of the country’s eco-
nomic system. The concern is that energy
shortages, demographic decline, declining
growth and productivity, and debt (exempli-
fied lately by the beleaguered property giant
Evergrande but running much deeper in a
country saddled with total debt that is 290
percent of its gross domestic product) reflect
an outdated economic model.
Afghanistan is enduring an unprecedented
humanitarian crisis, and possible state col-
lapse looms in 2022. According to the Unit-
ed Nations’ World Food Program (WFP), 23
million Afghans faced imminent starvation
before the winter forecast to be severe even
began. It is difficult for the World Bank and
other development agencies to directly as-
sist Afghans due to the country’s chaotic
payments system and international prohi-
bitions on aiding the Taliban. The United
Nations warns that Afghanistan’s banking
system may be nearing collapse, endanger-

ing humanitarian-relief efforts.

The second-biggest casualty from COV-
ID-19—after the more than five million
people who have died from it—is the global
middle class. Those who have managed to
hang on to the middle class in the develop-
ing world are poised to confront spiraling
economic insecurity due to the political
and economic aftershocks of the pandemic,
which will continue to range for some time
in many of these countries.

Predicting boom/bust cycles in the oil mar-
ket is always hazardous. There are conflict-
ing forecasts, with the US Energy Informa-
tion Agency foreseeing a drop from a price
of eighty-four dollars per barrel of Brent
crude oil this fall to sixty-six dollars per
barrel by this time next year, while many
private-sector analysts and hedge funds are
betting on a prolonged price spike.
Environmental challenges

Global carbon emissions have grown by 60
percent since the Kyoto Protocol was signed
in 1997, and the climate-change accord from
this year’s twenty-sixth UN Conference of
the Parties (COP26) in Glasgow doesn’t
assuage concerns about the risks of accel-
erated climate change or the likelihood of
achieving the goal of curbing average tem-
perature rise to less than 2 degrees Celsius
above pre-industrial levels. The International
Energy Agency has issued a detailed roadm-
ap for reaching netzero emissions by 2050,
which will require an end to new oil and gas
projects by next year—along with a tripling of
investment in solar and wind energy to $4
trillion and a quadrupling of investment in
smart grids by the end of this decade.
Emergence of a bifurcated world

US has fallen in love with the idea of re-run-
ning the Cold War, undoubtedly with the
same ending of the West triumphing. Some
focus on what’s different between the eco-
nomically anemic Soviet Union and today’s
omnipresent China—a top economy and ma-
jor high-tech innovator, along with its status
as the world’s number-one trading power and
capital exporter—should cause the Beltway
to rethink the merits of a bifurcated world.
Environmental progress

The COP26 final statement fell short of putting
the planet on a path to limit global warming to
less than 2 degrees Celsius. But stopping de-
forestation, slashing methane emissions by 30
percent, and establishing global carbon-trading
rules could all have significant payoffs in green-
house-gas reductions if those pledges from the
climate conference are actually implemented
over the next decade. The US-China climate
accord also announced in Glasgow could help
accelerate those goals by, for example, con-
tributing to a push for a 50 percent methane
reduction by 2030.

World powers might will

get united for new Al

Al applications from facial recognition to
employment screening are increasingly
being deployed across industries and will
become ubiquitous during this decade.
Yet there are few agreed-upon global rules
or standards in this realm. Though Al is a
technology dominated by the United States
and China, the European Union is seeking
to create a regulatory framework that can
establish such standards. A draft Artificial
Intelligence Act before the EU Parliament
and European Commission sets detailed
strictures for Al use and commerce based
on a hierarchy of risks with job recruitment,
critical infrastructure, and law enforcement
among those identified as high-risk .

The US, China, and Russia

start cooperating in space

The United States, China, and Russia have
all added debris to space over the years, and
they increasingly see space as a key domain
for military competition. Hundreds of thou-
sands of pieces of debris are now hurtling
through space at around 15,500 miles an
hour, threatening human space flight and
the nearly five thousand active satellites in
orbit. Our tech-dependent way of life would
be imperiled if communications satellites
are disabled, and the dangers are only in-
creasing: By one estimate, there could be
one hundred thousand satellites in orbit by
2030. No international system of space-traf-
fic control exists, and there is no independ-
ent global body providing data on satellite
positioning and trajectories.

A good first step would be for the United
States, China, and Russia to reach some un-
derstandings on their moon missions.
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Vaccination
drive going
smoothly

From Pace 01
Prime Minister Imran Khan
thanked the forum for its
work. However, the WHO
has warned of trying times
ahead, saying Omicron
could lead to “a tsunami of
cases”. “This [...] will contin-
ue to put immense pressure
on exhausted health work-
ers, and health systems on
the brink of collapse,” WHO
chief Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus has said.
Pakistan’s battle against
COVID-19 continues to rage
with the added challenge
of Omicron spreading, as
Islamabad reported 34
Omicron positive cases in a
single day today, taking the
total toll in the Federal Cap-
ital to 64, according to the
district health officer.

World rings
in New Year
under...

FroMm Pace 01
As the year drew to a close,
the emergence of the Omi-
cron variant pushed the
number of daily new Cov-
1d-19 cases past one million
for the first time, according
to an AFP tally. France be-
came the latest country to
announce Omicron was now
its dominant coronavirus
strain on Friday. In Britain,
the United States, and even
Australia - long a refuge
from the pandemic - the var-
iant’s prominence is driving
record new cases.
- To party, or not? -
Parts of the Pacific nation
of Kiribati became the first
to welcome in the new year
from 1000 GMT.
But from Seoul to San Fran-
cisco, celebrations have
again been cancelled or cur-
tailed as infections rise.
In Sydney, which in nor
mal times bills itself as the
“New Year’s Eve capital of
the world”, the vast harbour
where people gathered to
watch the city’s famous
fireworks was notably un-
crowded. With tourists still
unable to enter the country
and many residents fearful
of the rapid spread of Omi-
cron, tens of thousands
were estimated to have at-
tended, rather than the one
million-plus who normally
flock to the foreshore.

Imran Khan
surrendered
to IMF...

From Pace 01

government has shown to-
wards the poor people of
Pakistan, said the opposi-
tion leader. Shehbaz Sharif
further accused Imran Khan
and company of increasing
inflation in the country. Ear-
lier, the PML-N leader said
that economic and political
stability feeds directly into
national security.

He, in a tweet, said that
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s
(PTI) tenure in government
has been the worst by way of
mismanaging economy and
delivering poor governance.
Shehbaz added that never
before have the citizens
been this hopeless about
their future and warned that
all this has implications for
national security.

— Directs
to complete

public...

From Pace 01
The meeting was attended
by Chief Minister Punjab
Sardar Usman Buzdar, Min-
ister for Information and
Broadcasting Ch. Fawad
Hussain, Minister for Edu-
cation Shafqat Mehmood,
Special Assistant to PM on
Political ~Communication
Dr. Shehbaz Gill, Minis-
ter of the State for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting
Farrukh Habib, Provincial
Finance Minister Hashim
Jawan Bakht, Chief Sec-
retary Punjab and other
senior officers.
Provincial Finance Minister
Hashim Jawan Bakht told
the prime minister that
the provincial government
with the record allocation of
Rs.750 billion had present-
ed the biggest ever develop-
ment budget for Punjab.
Chairman Punjab Planning
and Development Abdullah
Sunbal briefed the prime
minister about the required
budget for the completion
of ongoing development
projects in the province in
communication, education,
construction of roads and
health sectors.

Grave violations surge
for children in contlict

This year marked a quarter of a century since publication of GraMachel’s seminal
Impact of war on children report, which urged the UN, int'l community to take action

NEW YORK: Armed conflict,
inter-communal violence
and insecurity continued
to take a devastating toll
on thousands of children
throughout 2021, the UN
Children’s Fund (UNICEF),
warned Friday. From Af-
ghanistan to Yemen, and
Syria to northern Ethiopia,
UNICEF denounced grave
violations against young peo-
ple in both protracted and
new conflicts. Last week,
four children were reported-
ly among the victims of an
attack that killed at least 35
people - including two Save
the Children staff - in Kayah
state in eastern Myanmar.

In a statement, UNICEF
Executive Director Henri-
etta Fore said that, year af-
ter year, parties to conflict
continue to demonstrate a
dreadful disregard for the

rights and wellbeing of chil-
dren. Children are suffer-
ing, and children are dying
because of this callousness.
Every effort should be made
to keep these children safe
from harm, she added.

Data is not yet available for
this year, but the UN veri-
fied 26,425 grave violations
against children in 2020.
The first three months of
2021 saw a slight decrease
in the overall number of
these grave violations but
verified cases of abduction
and sexual violence contin-
ued to rise at alarming rates
- by more than 50 and 10
per cent, respectively.
Verified abductions were
highest in Somalia, fol-
lowed by the Democratic
Republic of the Congo
(DRC) and the countries
of the Lake Chad Basin

(Chad, Nigeria, Came-
roon and Niger). ’
On the other
hand, veri- .’
fied instanc—\
es of sexual

violence were \\

highest in the \\

across Africa, Asia, the
\Middle East and
\ Latin America.
\ While  these

, cases were ver-
‘/ ified  through

’ the 2005 UN-

// led Monitoring

DRC, Somalia ? and Reporting
and the Central - Mecha-
African nism, the
Republic actual
(CAR). figures are
This year most  likely

marked a quarter of a
century since the publica-
tion of GraMachel's sem-
inal Impact of war on chil-
dren report, which urged
the UN and international
community to take action.
Over the past 16 years, the
UN has verified 266,000
cases of grave violations
against children in more
than 30 conflict situations

much higher, ac-
cording to UNICEF. Af-
ghanistan, for example,
has the highest number
of verified child casualties
since 2005. With more than
28,500 incidents, the coun-
try accounts for 27 per cent
of all verified child casual-
ties globally.
Meanwhile, the Middle
East and North Africa has

the highest number of ver-
ified attacks on schools and
hospitals, with 22 verified in
the first six months of the
year. In October, UNICEF
highlighted that 10,000
children had been killed
or maimed in Yemen since
fighting escalated in March
2015 - the equivalent of
four youngsters every day.
UNICEF stated that each
day, girls and boys living in
areas under conflict endure
unspeakable horrors that
no human should ever expe-
rience. One is the persis-
tent and growing threat of
explosive weapons, particu-
larly in populated areas.

In 2020, explosive weapons
and remnants of war were
responsible for nearly 50
per cent of all child casual-
ties, resulting in more than
3,900 children killed and

maimed.  Children often
fall victim to multiple grave
rights violations.

Last year, for example,
37 per cent of abductions
verified by the UN led to
the recruitment and use of
children in war - surpass-
ing 50 per cent in Somalia,
DRC and CAR &nnbsp;
UNICEEF is calling for all
conflict parties to commit
to formal action plans.
Since 2005, only 37 of such
plans have been signed by
parties to conflict, which
UNICEF called a shocking-
ly low number given the
stakes for children.
Ultimately, children living
through war will only be
safe when parties to conflict
take concrete action to pro-
tect them and stop commit-
ting grave violations, Ms.
Fore added. - Agencies

Ronaldo statue kicks up
a fuss 1n India's Goa

DNA

INDIA: A statue of Portu-
guese footballer Cristiano
Ronaldo has caused a stir in
the southern Indian state
of Goa, with locals accus-
ing officials of insensitivity
for honouring a sports star
from the region's former
colonial power. Protesters

at the site after the statue
was unveiled this week in
the town of Calangute.

They expressed anger that

authorities had shunned
Indian sports stars and cho-
sen a player from Portugal,
which granted Goa inde-
pendence in 1961. Micky-
Fernandes, a former Indian
international player who is
from Goa, said the choice

ver" from Portuguese rule.
"Ronaldo is the best play-
er in the world but still we
should have a statue of a
football player from Goa,"
Fernandes told AFP.
Michael Lobo, a local min-
ister with India's ruling
BharatiyaJanata Party, told
AFP the aim was to inspire
young people to excel not
just inside the country but

boys and girls who want to
make football a career will
get inspired by people like
Cristiano Ronaldo," Lobo
said. "If you pursue your
dream and you're pas-
sionate about it then you
can reach a higher goal.
This is what we have writ-
ten on the plaque.”

Most of present-day India
gained independence in
1947. But Portugal's then-mil-
itary dictatorship only re-
linquished Goa following an
invasion by the Indian army
and a two-day war in 1961.
Portugal's centuries-long
influence remains visible in
local architecture, particular-
ly the many churches. Many
people in Goa have Portu-
guese-origin surnames.
Unlike in most of India,
many Goans prefer football
to cricket — and many sup-
port Portugal in internation-
al tournaments such as the
World Cup. "I follow (Portu-
gal) too but when we have
our own players we cannot
put up a statue of someone
from outside," Fernandes
said. It is not the first time
a statue of Ronaldo, 36, has
caused an upset. A grinning
bust unveiled at Madeira
airport in Portugal in 2017
was widely ridiculed as look-

with black flags gathered was "hurtful" and a "hango-

internationally. "All the ing little like its subject.

Berrettini
confident Italy
can win ATP Cup

“Obviously their team is different
compared to last year for Covid
reasons, so it’s going to be for sure
different match,” said Berrettini.

SYDNEY: With two top-10 players in their ranks, Italy
are an even stronger side than the one which reached
this year's ATP Cup final and they are confident they can
go a step further by winning the upcoming edition next
month, Matteo Berrettini said. Italy lost to Russia in the
championship match at this year's event, which is played
in a format similar to the Davis Cup. For the 2022 ver-
sion they have been drawn in Group B with champions
Russia, hosts Australia, and late entrants France.

The top team from each of the four groups advance to the
semi-finals of the $10 million tournaments.

"I think if it's possible, the team is even stronger this
year, so for sure our aim is to get the title," said world
number seven Berrettini, who lost to Novak Djokovic at
this year's Wimbledon in his first major final.

"We know it's going to be a tough job. Every match is
going to be difficult, but we believe that we can do it." Be-
sides Berrettini, Italy also has 10th ranked Jannik Sinner
and former number nine Fabio Fognini in their squad.
World number two Daniil Medvedev will lead Russia's ti-
tle defense but they have been depleted with fifth-ranked
AndreyRublev and 18th-ranked AslanKaratsev ruled out
after testing positive for Covid-19.

"Obviously their team is different compared to last year for
Covid reasons, so it's going to be for sure different match,"
said Berrettini. "But obviously Russia with Daniil, what
they've done in the last year, is going to be one of the tough-
est matches we have to play." After winning the ATP Cup
title at the start of the year, the Russian team also claimed
the Davis Cup crown and Medvedev said much is still ex-
pected of them despite the weakened side. "I like this kind
of pressure,” the U.S. Open champion said. "It makes you
play better. I think it's going to make all of us four guys just
play the best tennis that we can." - APP

Stokes a viable option
for England captaincy,
says Mike Atherton

LONDON: Amid stinging criticism of Joe Root’s captain-
cy in the wake of England’s meek surrender in the Ashes
series, former skipper Mike Atherton said all-rounder Ben
Stokes is a viable alternative to replace the Yorkshireman.
Atherton also said coach Chris Silverwood should be shown
the door after the series, which Australia have already
wrapped up with two matches to spare.

Root, who has not won any of his three Ashes series in
charge, was reluctant to discuss the long-term future of
his captaincy after England lost by an innings and 14 runs
in the third test in Melbourne.

“There have been so many errors here, from selection to
strategy, that the captain has to bear personal responsibility
... This could have been a much closer series had Root got
things right on the field,” Atherton wrote in The Times.
“Root has been a good England captain, and has always car-
ried himself superbly and is an incredible ambassador for
the sport, but having done the job for five years and having
had three cracks at the Ashes, including two awful cam-
paigns in Australia, it is time for someone else to have a go.
“Ben Stokes is a viable alternative, having done an excel-
lent job as a stand-in briefly in the summer. His bowling
is starting to wind down, and, as he may not get into
England’s best T20 side now, he can be given a breather
during those matches.” - Agencies

3 Pakistani Test
players names in
team of the year

LAHORE: After the ICC award nominations were an-
nounced, Cricket Australia has also jumped in and joined the
trend to reveal their team of the year for the longest format
of the game. The cricketing board selected three Pakistani
players in the final XI which included left-arm middle-order
batter FawadAlam, and pacer duo of Hasan Ali and Shaheen
Shah Afridi. FawadAlam made a comeback to the Pakistan
Test team and his performances in 2021 have further ce-
mented his position in the side as he established himself
as a consistent source of runs. “After celebrating the end
of his 11-year Test exile with a hundred in New Zealand in
late 2020, the unorthodox left-hander showed he’s a man
for all conditions by adding hundreds in Karachi, Harare
and Kingston to finish the year as one of only three men
to score three or more centuries,” wrote Cricket Australia.
Alam played 9 matches and scored 571 runs in 13 innings.
He averaged 57.10 and scored 2 half-centuries and 3 centu-
ries. On the other hand, Hasan and Shaheen remained one
of the most prolific pacer duo from 2021. The pair picked up
41 and 47 wickets respectively. “The third seamer’s spot was
the most hotly contested in this side, but Pakistan’s Hasan
Ali gets in ahead of India’s JaspritBumrah and England pair
Jimmy Anderson and Ollie Robinson after a triumphant re-

turn to the Test arena in 2021,” wrote Cricket Australia.
Although Hasan Ali took 14 wickets against Zimbabwe, his
numbers are hard to argue with. He also took a 10-wicket
haul in a famous win over South Africa in Rawalpindi. As for
Shaheen, he remained as one of the best bowlers across all
formats as he proved it in the T20 World Cup, ODI series,
and his faultless Test run in 2021. - DNA

Final XI

Rohit Sharma (India)
DimuthKarunaratne.........cccceeeueeeneennne (Sri Lanka) (c)
MarnusLabuschagne (Australia)
Joe Root (England)
Fawad Alam (Pakistan)
Rishabh Pant (India) (wk)
Ravichandran ASshwin.........cccceceeeeucenee. (India)

Kyle Jamieson (New Zealand)
Axar Patel (India)

Hasan Ali (Pakistan)
Shaheen Shah Afridi......cccceeeeueeeeceenees (Pakistan)

Has Premier League turned into one-horse race?

Guardiola, predictably, is refusing to accept the title race is over, hailing the quality of City’s
challengers. “There are many games to go,” he said. “We are eight points in front but there
are 54 still to play for and many tough games still to play

DNA

LONDON: Manchester City,
Liverpool, and Chelsea looked
set for a titanic three-way Pre-
mier League title tussle just
over two weeks ago but it is
now beginning to look like
a one-horse race. The three
clubs were separated by just
two points before matches
kicked off on December 14.
Fast forward to the end of the
month and City are now eight
points clear of second-placed
Chelsea. Pep Guardiola’s
men were not at their best
at Brentford on Wednesday
but did enough to win 1-0 on
an evening when injury-hit
Chelsea conceded a last-gasp
equaliser at home to Bright-
on. Liverpool lost ground
the previous day, beaten by a
feisty and committed Leices-

ter side after Mohamed Salah
failed to convert a firsthalf
penalty. AFP Sport looks at
some of the key factors in the
title race heading into the new
year. Champions City could
streak 11 points clear if they
beat fourth-placed Arsenal on
Saturday, with Chelsea and
Liverpool meeting at Stam-
ford Bridge the following day.
They are already over-
whelming favourites to lift
a fourth Premier League
crown in five years and a
double-digit lead even in
early January could prove
too much for their rivals.
Guardiola, predictably, is
refusing to accept the title
race is over, hailing the qual-
ity of City’s challengers.

“There are many games to
g0,” he said. “We are eight
points in front but there are
54 still to play for and many

tough games still to play.
“'m not going to believe
anyone who says it’s already
done. The teams we have
with Chelsea and Liverpool
are more than exceptional.”

A disappointed Klopp admit-
ted after his side’s 1-0 defeat
at Leicester that Liverpool,
a further point behind Chel-
sea, could forget about catch-
ing City unless they upped

their game. Sunday’s match
at Stamford Bridge is surely
a must-win now if either side
are to have any chance of
catching City. Chelsea boss
Thomas Tuchel is struggling
to cope with the toll on his
squad from injury and coro-
navirus and admits he will
use “trial and error” to pick
his team to face Liverpool.
Wing-back Reece James hob-
bled off against Brighton with
a hamstring strain a day after
the club confirmed Ben Chil-
well needed knee surgery,
which has now taken place.
The European champions
will sweat on Thiago Silva’s
thigh issue and Andreas
Christensen’s back problem
- but also on players still suf-
fering the effects of Covid-19,
including Timo Werner.

One plus point for Tuchel is
the return to form of Rome-

luLukaku, who made his first
league start against Brighton
since mid-October after ankle
trouble and Covid isolation,
scoring for the second con-
secutive game. But Tuchel
admitted he must continue
to monitor the Belgium for-
ward’s continued recovery.

Klopp has also been forced
to juggle in recent weeks,
with coronavirus depriving
him of a clutch of players
including Virgil van Dijk,
Fabinho and ThiagoAlcan-
tara, though until the de-
feat at Leicester they were
on a 10-game unbeaten run
in all competitions. Pep
Guardiola, by contrast, has
relatively minor concerns.
Kyle Walker, Rodri and John
Stones were all absent from
the squad at Brentford but
he was still able to name a
bench packed with quality.

Jail, London
Shahbaz’
only...

From Pack 01
Prime  Minister Imran
Khan-led government. He
said the opposition was
in a state of confusion, as
first it claimed that Nawaz
Sharif was returning to the
country on his own; how-
ever when the government
offered them that it would
bring him (Nawaz) back,
then they backed off.

To a question, he said that
previous regimes of Nawaz
Sharif and Asif Ali Zard-
ari damaged the national
economy by getting huge
loans, due to which now the
government had to pay off
these loans of $55 billion in
the next two years.

It has to take loans to re-
turn the previous loans, he
added. Today, even after
paying off huge amounts in
loans, Pakistan’s economic
situation was still stable and
growing, he asserted.

To another query, Chaudhry
Fawad Hussain said that the
opposition central leader-
ship had been absconding;
so how the government
could hold talks with them,
adding that Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party and Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
should engage in national
politics but they did not
want to do so.

The PPP had always played
the Sindh card instead of
strengthening the federa-
tion. Now the Sindh govern-
ment had deprived the peo-
ple of Sindh from the Sehat
card, he said and added that
PPP’s leadership was afraid
of its own workers and was
unable to face them. He said
the PPP had become unpop-
ular due to its leadership’s
negative policies. That was
why it could organise a
public gathering even at a
10-marla space, he added.
He said that victory or defeat
were part of electoral pro-
cess as the political leaders
were answerable to people
about their political efforts
and commitments, adding
that the PTI won elections in
Sialkot and Federally Admin-
istered Tribal Areas.

Earlier, the minister said
that Prime Minister Imran
Khan had once again ex-
pressed his commitment to
the people of the country
and pledged to make Paki-
stan a welfare state based
on the principles of Riyas-
at-e-Medina. He said that the
corrupt era of previous gov-
ernments had ended in Paki-
stan as now a people-centric
government was working to
put the country on the way
to progress and prosperity.
He said the opposition’s
central leadership did not
attend the National Assem-
bly’s proceedings while they
claimed that 29 members
of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
had contacted the PML-N.
But, in fact, the whole oppo-
sition members were in con-
tact with the PTI and even
the PML-N members did
not oppose the Supplemen-
tary Finance Bill, he added.
Fawad said it was an irony
that PML-N’s leader and
former defence minister Kh-
waja Asif, who was employed
in an organisation in Saudi
Arabia and getting salary,
was telling the PTI govern-
ment about the threats and
challenges to national securi-
ty and integrity. People have
been aware about the real
faces of them, he asserted.
The minister said that the
value of rupee against US
dollar strengthened after
presentation of finance bill,
which would further help in
reducing the inflation dur-
ing the next three to four
months, as the internation-
al factors causing inflation
including commodities and
energy products had shown
a downward trend.

PM launches
Naya...

From Pack 01
The PM stated that while
the welfare state model can
be seen in contemporary
Europe, it is not seen in
Muslim countries.
In a dig at the PML-N’s man-
tra of transforming Pakistan
into an Asian Tiger, the pre-
mier stated, “Asian Tiger is
nothing in comparison to
the State of Madinah; we are
attempting to put Pakistan
on a path of prosperity.”
He stated that now that the
government will not spend
money on building hospitals
because private individuals
will build them instead.
“We want to ensure that
everyone in rural areas
has access to health care,
and by March 2022, all
families in Punjab will
have health cards.” Dur-
ing his day-long visit to
the provincial capital, the
prime minister will also
chair different meetings on
administrative and political
affairs, law and order, and
development projects.
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South _
Africans bid
farewell to
Tutu

CAPE TOWN: South Afri-
cans on Friday took their
last chance to pay their re-
spects to Archbishop Des-
mond Tutu on the eve of a
funeral for the revered an-
ti-apartheid fighter.

Since  Thursday, nearly
3,000 mourners have filed
through Cape Town’s St.
George’s Cathedral before
the simple pine casket con-
taining Tutu’s remains.
Members of Tutu’s family
hugged and consoled each
other as the coffin returned
for the second and final day
of the lying in state and a
band, which included a pre-
schooler trumpeter, played
in his honour.

The archbishop’s successor,
Thabo Makgoba, waved a
chalice of burning incense
over the coffin before pall
bearers - Anglican vicars -
took the coffin from a silver
Mercedes SUV hearse.
They slowly walked up the
stairs into the cathedral
where Tutu had preached
for a decade.

The body will spend the
night in the cathedral until
the funeral, which will be
presided over by President
Cyril Ramaphosa.

Tutu died peacefully aged
90 on Sunday.

His passing unleashed na-
tionwide grief at the loss
of the last great hero of
the anti-apartheid era, and
tributes from world leaders
for a man cherished for his
righteous anger and hu-
mour. — APP

Baku hosts
event for
children of
Turkic world

WEB DESK

BAKU: The International
Turkic Culture and Heritage
Foundation hosted a solidar-
ity event Thursday for chil-
dren of the Turkic world in
Azerbaijan’s capital Baku.
The event, organized on
the occasion of the Dec.
31 World Azerbaijanis Sol-
idarity Day and New Year
Celebration and hosted by
the foundation’s president,
Gunay Efendiyeva, was at-
tended by the head of Azer-
baijan’s State Committee
for Family, Women and Chil-
dren’s Affairs, Bahar Mura-
dova, Turkey’s Ambassador
to Azerbaijan, Cahit Bagci,
representatives of the Baku
embassies of the member
states of the Organization
of the Turkic States and
children.

“The Turkic world is a big
tree and Turkic countries
are the branches of this
tree, while children are
its buds,” Efendiyeva said
while speaking at the event.
She emphasized that the
Turkic world has always
been in solidarity, and the
most recent example of this
was seen in last year’s Kara-
bakh war between Armenia
and Azerbaijan.

“I want our children to sup-
port each other in the fu-
ture. Let the children of the
Turkic world stand shoulder
to shoulder, let the 21st cen-
tury be the century of the
Turkic world,” Efendiyeva
added.

New cases
in California
prisons ause

alarm

SACRAMENTO: With a
new and more infectious
coronavirus variant sweep-
ing California, attorneys
representing inmates say
violations of health orders
by prison staff risk a repeat
of the outbreaks that killed
dozens in the first year of
the pandemic.

The most recent statistics
show large percentages of
employees who are required
to be tested twice weekly
aren’t doing so, and most
face no consequences.
Corrections  officials  say
they are updating those fig-
ures but have not yet provid-
ed new data.

Officials are temporarily
shutting down admissions
to Wasco State Prison in the
San Joaquin Valley where
there have been more than
150 new infections in the
past two weeks. Starting
Monday, officials say in-
mates statewide must be
fully vaccinated to have
in-person or family visits,
unless they have approved
religious or medical exemp-
tions. — APP

accines are the way out of
andemic, says Olaf Scholz

“We’'re at the beginning of a new decade. A new era is dawning. An era that
will be successful if we actively shape it. Because we can make a difference if we
remain determined and take our fate into our own hands”

ForeiGN DESK

BERLIN: German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz will say in his first New
Year’s speech that bringing the
coronavirus pandemic under con-
trol “will be a major task in the
new year.”

In the address, which will be
broadcast in full later on Friday
night but is released in writing
ahead of time, Scholz notes the
numerous, growing challenges
facing Germany and the rest of
the world. “We’re at the begin-
ning of a new decade. A new era
is dawning. An era that will be
successful if we actively shape
it. Because we can make a dif-
ference if we remain determined
and take our fate into our own
hands,” Scholz says.

He will conclude the address with
an appeal: “My great wish for 2022
is that we keep standing togeth-
er.” The pandemic continues to
rage, climate change poses an ev-
er-growing risk, hundreds of lives
were lost in deadly floods that hit
western and southern Germany
this summer and tensions along
the Russian-Ukrainian border are
causing global concern as the

world heads into the new year.
But with the turbulent times of
the past 12 months, Scholz says
Germany can tackle the challeng-
es by working together even in the
darkest times.

“These days, some people com-
plain that our society is ‘divided.’
I'd like to take this opportunity to
make very clear that in fact, the
opposite is true: our county is
standing together.”

The coronavirus pandemic is
a persistent theme throughout
Scholz’s speech — with Germany
and the rest of the world prepar-
ing to enter into another new

year amid record-breaking spikes
in COVID-19 cases. “We are all
aware that the pandemic is not
over yet,” Scholz says, noting that
the omicron variant has made the
situation especially difficult.
“Many of you are wondering what
this means for us and what will
happen next. I promise you that
we will respond to it swiftly and
resolutely.”

He thanks the German public for
adhering to coronavirus rules and
urges people to get vaccinated or
seek a booster shot. Scholz also
says the German government
plans to issue 30 million addition-

al vaccine doses in January alone.
“Speed is what matters now. We
have to move faster than the vi-
rus!” Combating climate change
will also be a priority for the Ger-
man government in the new year,
according to Scholz.

“Within less than 25 years, we
want Germany to become cli-
mate-neutral. To achieve this, we
will move forward with the great-
est transformation our economy
has seen in more than a century.”
Within this timeframe, Germany
will seek to make itself independ-
ent from coal, oil and gas in order
to reduce emissions — as well as
boost renewable energy sources
and infrastructure.

Scholz’s new three-party coali-
tion government will also prior-
itize raising Germany’s minimum
wage in 2022 to Euro 12 per hour
($13.60) — up from the current
rate of Euro 9.60 per hour.
Looking further afield, Scholz
says that Germany and the Euro-
pean Union will work together to
tackle the mounting foreign policy
challenges facing the world.
“International cooperation is im-
portant. In a world of what will
soon be 10 billion people, we can
only make our voice heard if it is

joined by many others,” the chan-
cellor says.

When Germany takes over the G7
rotating presidency starting on
January 1, Scholz will prioritize
making the group “a trailblazer for
a climate-neutral economy and a
just world.”

For Germany, it’s the first time in
16 years that another political face
is appearing on television screens
on New Year’s Eve. Former Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel delivered
the traditional speech from 2005
until 2020 — a shift that Scholz will
nod to in his own address.

Today, we bid farewell to a year
that has brought with it a host of
changes. One small change is that
today I am the one speaking to you
on New Year’s Eve as your Feder-
al Chancellor.” He thanks Merkel
for the globally-approved “smooth,
amicable” transition of power, say-
ing that it shows the “strength of
our society.”

While the last year brought diffi-
culties and turbulent changes, the
new German chancellor will point
to the hope that can be found in
people’s readiness to help others.
“We will be able to master the ma-
jor changes of our era. If we pull
together as a community.”

Bahrain appoints
1st envoy to Syria
in 10 years

NEews DESK

MANAMA: Bahrain has ap-
pointed its first ambassador
to Damascus since it down-
graded ties early in the con-
flict in Syria.

The appointment of Waheed
Mubarak Sayyar, reported on
Thursday by Bahrain’s state
news agency BNA, is part of
a diplomatic shift in the Mid-
dle East as a growing number
of Arab countries revive ties
with President Bashar al-As-
sad. Gulf Arab states down-
graded or shut their missions
in Damascus after the Syr-
ian government used force
against the 2011 protests that
developed into a war.

Bahrain has said its embas-
sy, and the Syrian diplomatic
mission in Manama, have re-
mained operational.

Last month, the United Arab

Emirates, which reopened its
mission to Damascus in late
2018, sent its foreign minis-
ter to Damascus where he
met al-Assad. It has called for
Syria to be readmitted to the
Arab League.

Abu Dhabi began to re-engage
with Damascus after the Syri-
an army won a series of key
military victories with the
help of Russia and Iran.

The UAE was one of several
regional states to back rebel
groups in Syria, along with
Saudi Arabia and Qatar, which
have not re-established ties
with Damascus.

Oman last year became the
first Gulf state to reinstate an
ambassador to Syria.

Most Gulf countries, at
odds with regional rival and
Shia powerhouse Iran, seek
warmer ties with Damascus,
hoping to peel it away from
Tehran’s influence.
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MINSK: Pakistan ambassador to Belarus Sajjad Haider Khan hosted ambassador of Russia
Yevgeny Lukyanov, Turkey Mustafa Ozcan, and Sudan Dr. Abeer Yahia. - DNA

Current world order cannot
continue while humanity suffers

In his New Year’s message, Erdogan emphasized that global
powers failed to address the plethora of challenges faced by the
world in 2021, particularly the coronavirus pandemic, climate
crisis, irregular migration and regional conflicts

WEB DESK

ANKARA: The year 2021 has prov-
en that the current global order that
emerged after the World War II cannot
be allowed to continue at the cost of
humanity’s suffering, Turkey’s presi-

dent said on Friday.

In his New Year’s message, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan emphasized that glob-
al powers failed to address the pleth-
ora of challenges faced by the world
in 2021, particularly the coronavirus
pandemic, climate crisis, irregular mi-
gration and regional conflicts.

“It is an undeniable fact that to-
day’s developed countries are not

Australia reports
highest daily
COVID-19 cases

NEews DEsk

CANBERRA: Australia on Friday reported more than 32,000
COVID-19 cases, its
highest single-day tally
since the start of the
pandemic, local media
reported.

New South Wales '

as strong as they seem and cannot
guide the world through these cri-
ses,” he said.

Erdogan pointed out that Turkey
worked hard to overcome various
problems during a “challenging” 2021.

He said the Turkish health sector’s | (NSW)  registered Y
performance during the pandemic 2%151, cases, Whllef_,\:;
Victoria recorded ¢

was a shining example of the coun-
try’s successes, along with its social
welfare efforts and steps to enhance
security and political stability.

The president reiterated his gov-
ernment’s desire to take Turkey to
greater economic heights with its new
policy model focusing on investments,
employment, production, exports and
trade.

Investments made by the Justice and
Development (AK) Party government
over the past 19 years will prove inval-
uable in their drive to bolster the Turk-
ish economy, he said.

“Our goal is to make Turkey one of
the world’s biggest economies and
we are willing to work together with
anyone who shares this vision,” Er-
dogan added.

5,919 cases, accord-
ing to the ABC News. | |
The new cases across -—T feor Sy
the country spiked =

from 21,341 on Thursday. The country also reported six
fatalities over the past 24 hours. Health authorities have
urged the public to follow COVID-19 guidelines while cel-
ebrating the New Year. “We know it’s been a challenging
year for everyone, and we understand people want to come
together to celebrate the New Year. We thank the commu-
nity for their incredible efforts to stay COVID-safe and ask
them to continue these behaviours,” said NSW Chief Health
Officer Dr Kerry Chant in a statement. “But it’s important
to remember that COVID-19 is active in our communities and
people are at an increased risk of contracting COVID-19, par-
ticularly in indoor environments,” Chant said.

Australia so far fully vaccinated its 91.4% people over the
age of 16 while 94.4% have had received single dose, accord-
ing to the Health Ministry.

\

The landmark event of the year was the State visit of the President of Uzbekistan Shavkat
Mirziyoyev to Kazakhstan on 5-6 December. As a result, a Declaration on Allied Relations

between the two countries and a number of other important documents were signed

ForeigN DEsk

TASHKENT: The government delegations
of Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan held a work-
ing meeting in the format of a video confer-
ence. The delegations of the parties were
headed by the Prime Minister of Uzbeki-
stan Abdulla Aripov and the Prime Minister
of Kazakhstan Askar Mamin.

The meeting participants noted that 2021
was full of significant events that strength-

ened bilateral cooperation.

The landmark event of the year was the
State visit of the President of Uzbekistan
Shavkat Mirziyoyev to Kazakhstan on 5-6
December. As a result, a Declaration on

Allied Relations between the two countries

and a number of other important docu-
ments were signed.

In this regard, it was emphasized that the
tasks set before the governments will be
fulfilled without fail and in full, the Dunyo
news agency reported.

During the meeting, the state and prospects
of trade and economic cooperation were
discussed in detail. The progress in the im-
plementation of joint projects in the field of
industry, transport, digitalization, energy
and water resources was considered.
Particular attention was paid to further
strengthening partnerships in education,
healthcare, as well as expanding cultural
and humanitarian cooperation.

Political
unrest
deepens in
Somalia

NEews DEsk

MOGADISHU: A deepening
rift between Somalia’s presi-
dent and prime minister has
plunged the Horn of Africa
country into political crisis.
President Mohamed Abdul-
lahi Mohamed, who took
office in 2017, suspended
Prime Minister Mohamed
Hussein Roble and Naval
Forces Commander Abas
Amin Ali on charges of “cor-
ruption” and “abuse of pub-
lic land.”

The prime minister, howev-
er, defied the order, describ-
ing the president’s decision
to suspend him as “outra-
geous.” Somalia’s opposi-
tion presidential candidates
called on the country’s pres-
ident Tuesday to leave office
“as soon as possible.”

The country was already
facing challenges on multi-
ple fronts with a drought,
economic troubles and se-
curity issues. Moreover, the
power struggle of regional
and global actors over the
country has compounded
the crisis.

The Somali president and
governors met on Sept. 17
last year and agreed that the
presidential election would
be held on Feb. 8, 2021 and
parliamentary elections on
Jan 1, 2021.

Israeli
army Kkills
Palestinian in
West Bank

RAMALLAH: A Palestini-
an youth was killed by the
Israeli army on Friday in
northern West Bank, the
Palestinian Health Ministry
said.

In a statement, the ministry
said Amir Atef Rayyan from
Qarawat Bani Hassan town
was shot dead by the Israeli
soldiers in Salfit city.
According to the Israeli
army, Rayyan was shot dead
for allegedly attempting to
carry out a stabbing attack.
The Israeli army killed 324
Palestinians from the West
Bank and Gaza Strip from
the beginning of 2021 until
Dec. 20, according to data
compiled by the United Na-
tions Humanitarian Coordi-
nator in the Occupied Pal-
estinian Territories. — APP

UN food
agency halts
work in North
Darfur

CAIRO: The World Food Pro-
gram has suspended its op-
erations across Sudan’s prov-
ince of North Darfur following
recent attacks on its ware-
houses, a decision expected
to affect about 2 million local
people. A statement released
by the UN. food agency
Thursday said all three of its
warehouses in the area were
attacked and looted. More
than 5,000 metric tons of food
apparently were stolen, the
group said.

Earlier in the week, the WFP
said an unidentified armed
group had attacked one of its
warehouses in North Darfur’s
provincial capital of el-Fasher.
In response, local authorities
imposed a curfew across the
province. However, the at-
tacks continued until early
Thursday, said the statement.
Hundreds of looters have also
dismantled warehouse struc-
tures, WFP added.

“This theft has robbed nearly
two million people of the food
and nutrition support they
so desperately need,” said
WFP Executive Director Da-
vid Beasley. “Not only is this
a tremendous setback to our
operations across the coun-
try, but it endangers our staff
and jeopardizes our ability to
meet the needs of the most
vulnerable families.”

The agency said it cannot
divert assistance from other
parts of the East African coun-
try to the looted warehouses
without compromising the
needs of vulnerable Sudanese
living outside the province.
Sudan is one of the poorest
counties in the world, with
nearly 11 million people in
need of food security and
livelihood assistance in 2022,
said the WFP. The agency
urged Sudanese authorities to
recover the looted stocks and
guarantee the security and
safety of the WFP operations
in North Darfur. On Thurs-
day, the country’s staterun
news agency reported that a
number of suspects were ar-
rested in el-Fasher after they
were seen riding trucks and
animal-drawn carts loaded
with food stocks that were al-
legedly stolen from the WFP
warehouses. SUNA news
agency did not say how many
were arrested. — Agencies



CENTRELINE

Largest Diplomatic Magazine

Islamiba

SATURDAY, JANUARY 01, 2022

{POST :

WWW.ISLAMABADPOST.COM.PK

Pak made
impressive
progress in

2021:ADB

ISLAMABAD: Wishing Pa-
kistanis, a happy new year,
the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) Country Direc-
tor Yong Ye Friday said Pa-
kistan had made impressive
progress in the outgoing
year 2021 despite COVID-19
pandemic.

In his video message on
twitter, the ADB country
head for Pakistan said, “In
2021, Pakistan and ADB
achieved historic high lev-
el of cooperation with over
$2.3 billion committed so
far by ADB.”

“This reflects our enduring
partnership with Pakistan.”
He said despite the chal-
lenge posed by the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, Pakistan
continued to make impres-
sive progress and and very
robust economic, fiscal and
structural reforms.

ADB, guided by its new
country partnership strate-
gy looks forward to deepen-
ing its support for Pakistan,
Mr Ye said adding that,
the ADB would continue
its support for Pakistan’s
pandemic related issues
through vaccinating, social
protection, public sector
management, climate resil-
ience, competitiveness and
private sector development.
“As Covid-19 continues I
urge all of you to stay safe
and vaccinate yourself if you
have not, vaccines do work..
it will reduce chances for
infections and possibility of
having severe symptoms,”
he added. — APP

Battle of

Chhamb

Golden
Jubilee held

DNA

RAWALPINDI: A special
ceremony was held on
Friday to commemorate
Golden Jubilee of Battle of
Chhamb Indo-Pak 1971 War
at Rawalpindi.

The event was attended by
Veterans of Chhamb Op-
eration who shared their
combat experiences in the
face of extremely challeng-
ing conditions, said an Inter
Services Public Relations
(ISPR) media release.
Commander Rawalpindi
Corps Lieutenant General
Sahir Shamshad Mirza dur-
ing his address on the oc-
casion, paid rich tribute to
the Shuhada (martyrs) and
Ghazis (soldiers returned
with honour from War) of
Chhamb and lauded the
courage and resolve of all
ranks who participated in
one of the most daring op-
erations undertaken by Pa-
kistan Army.

11 Yemeni
troops killed
in Houthi
strike

AL-MUKALLA: At least 11
Yemeni government troops
were killed and 17 others
wounded on Thursday when
an explosion caused by a
Houthi missile or drone
strike rocked their military
base in the southern province
of Shabwa, local officials and
media reports said.

Soldiers from the Giants
Brigades were regrouping
inside a military base in
the Markha Al-Soufla dis-
trict when a large explosion
ripped through the base,
a local government official
told Arab News.

“The Giants Brigades were
getting ready to advance to-
ward other areas in Markha
Al-Soufla to defend them
against Houthi incursions,”
the official, who asked to re-
main anonymous, said.
Local media reports said
the explosion was caused
by a ballistic missile fired
by the Houthis, but other
sources said that an explo-
sives-rigged, Houthi-con-
trolled drone attacked the
base. On Tuesday night, two
ballistic missiles fired by the
Houthis landed inside Ataq
airport in the provincial cap-
ital of Shabwa, shortly after
the Giants Brigades took
charge of the airport from
local military units.

The newly appointed gov-
ernor of Shabwa, Awadh
Mohammed Al-Wazer, visit-
ed the wounded soldiers in
Ataq hospital. — Agencies

Pakistan faces daunting
hallenges as it enters 2022

As per the data gathered from World Bank, UNICEF, Economic Survey,
International Diabetes Federation, UNAID and SBP, Pakistan ranked first among
the top 10 countries with the highest external debt of $127 billion

NEews DESK

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan faces the daunting
task of reducing the troubles of a massively
increasing national debt, waste of national
resources, a rapidly growing population, ris-
ing unemployment, and inadequate health
and education facilities, as it enters the new
year — 2022, media reported.

As per the data gathered from World Bank,
UNICEF, Economic Survey, Internation-
al Diabetes Federation, UNAID and SBP,
Pakistan ranked first among the top 10
countries with the highest external debt of
$127 billion, out of the 73 states eligible for
the World Bank’s Debt Service Suspension
Initiative. The list of the top 10 countries
include: Nigeria, Bangladesh, Angola, Ken-
ya, Mongolia, Uzbekistan, Ghana, Ethiopia,

and Zambia. These are countries next to Pa-
kistan on the list.

With Pakistan raising Rs14 billion worth of
loans every day to cover its expenses, the
country’s domestic and external debt has
hiked up to $280 billion (Rs50,000 billion),
which accounts for 94% of its GDP.
Pakistan’s sitting government has added
Rs20,000 billion during its term with a ris-
ing debt of $127 billion.

The energy crisis and public sector enter-
prises are causing irreparable damage to
the economy. Pakistan’s circular debt, an
estimated Rs1200-2500 billion,
equal to its annual budget.
Pakistan’s nominal GDP per capita is $1,542
and it ranks 181st in the world. As far as
purchasing power parity is concerned, it
is $5,964 per capita and according to this
standard, Pakistan ranks 174th in the world.

is almost

Population explosion is putting pressure on
resources and Pakistan is the world’s fifth-
most populous country with a population of
almost 22 million.

Among Asia’s 55 most populous countries,
Pakistan ranks fourth with a population
growth rate of 2%. By 2050, Pakistan’s pop-
ulation is expected to rise to 35 million and
the country’s net growth is negative. This
means that the country has failed to gen-
erate resources in proportion to a growing
population. Of 22 million Pakistanis, 15 mil-
lion are under 30 years of age, and being
jobless they are unable to contribute to the
country’s growth. It can be gauged from the
fact that in 2020, the joblessness rate in
Pakistan was 4.65% which is 0.67% higher
than in 2019.

This ratio could reach 5% in 2021.
According to the Economic Survey 2020-21,

the literacy rate in Pakistan could not ex-
ceed 60%. There was a 29.6% reduction in
educational expenditures in 2019-20.

The survey said the literacy rate is higher
in urban areas than in rural areas. The lit-
eracy rate in cities is 74% and in rural areas
52%. According to UNICEF, 59 out of 1,000
newborns die within a year of their birth.
In 1971, this number was 139.87. There are
many cases of Beta Thalassaemia in Paki-
stan and its patients are 9.8 million.

Every year, 5,250 children are diagnosed
with Beta Thalassaemia. As in the case for
diabetes, Pakistan ranks No 3 after China
and India. According to UN AIDS, there
are 2,000,000 AIDS patients in Pakistan, of
which 32% are women and 3% are children.
In such a situation, will the New Year give
the good news of a reduction in these prob-
lems besides a better economy?

SYDNEY: Fireworks erupt over Sydney’s iconic Harbour Bridge and Opera House (L) during

the New Year Eve fireworks show. — Agencies

Shaukat Tarin

presides over
ECC of cabinet

Kuavam ABBASI

LAHORE: Federal Minister
for Finance and Revenue
Shaukat Tarin, presided
over Economic Coordina-
tion Committee (ECC) of
the Cabinet Friday.

Federal Minister for Na-
tional Food Security and
Research Syed Fakhar
Imam, Federal Minister
for Planning, Development
and Special Initiatives
Asad Umar, Federal Min-
ister for Industries and
Production Makhdoom
Khusro Bakhtiar, Feder-
al Minister for Energy
Hammad Azhar, Federal
Minister for Privatization
Muhammedmian Soomro,
Federal Minister for Rail-
ways Muhammad Azam
Khan Swati, Federal Min-
ister for Maritime Affairs
Syed Ali Haider Zaidi, Fed-
eral Secretaries and senior
officers participated in the
meeting.

The Aviation Division sub-
mitted a summary on the
financial challenges of Roo-
sevelt Hotel, New York and
request of PIA Investment
Limited (PIA-IL) for re-roll-

ing of principal amount i-e
US$ 142 Million along with
mark-up payments by NBP
for further period of two
years ending on 31st De-
cember, 2024.

PIA-IL is unable to pay
the principal amount of
the loan and mark-up pay-
ments on behalf of RHC
due to closing/suspension
of RHC, New York. The
Economic  Coordination
Committee discussed and
approved the proposal with
directions to Aviation Divi-
sion to prepare a roadmap
for the permanent solution
of the issue.

The ECC discussed and
approved a summary ta-
bled by Cabinet Division
on proposals of NAPHDA
for revision of customer
pricing and mark-up sub-
sidy period under TierI
of Government mark-up
subsidy scheme for low
cost housing (for NAPHDA
projects) and inclusion of
Housing Finance Compa-
nies (HFCs) in G-MSS for
housing finance with direc-
tions that there should be
no direct involvement by
the commercial banks in
NAPHDA projects.

Taliban must
fulfill promises for
recognition: Russia

ForeigN DESK

MOSCOW: The official recognition of the Taliban govern-
ment in Afghanistan will depend on progress in their fulfill-
ment of promises, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
told TASS in an interview.

“The issue of official recognition of the Taliban authorities
is premature for the time being. The positive decision will
depend on evolvement of developments in Afghanistan, to
be more specific - when the Taliban will fulfill their promis-
es, including the establishment of the inclusive government,
and efficient combating of terrorist and drug threats coming
from the territory of Afghanistan,” the Minister said.

“We will gradually move together with other members of
the global community in linkage to that towards exclusion of
the Taliban from sanction lists of the UN Security Council,
which will create in its turn the basis for official recognition
of the new government of Afghanistan,” Lavrov added.
Russia delivered several batches of humanitarian aid to Af-
ghanistan in November and December and helped Afghan
students to come to Russia for continuation of education,
Russian Foreign Minister noted.

NAB files references against
big fish: Cha1rman NAB

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Justice Javed Igbal,
Chairman NAB has said that NAB
had filed references against big fish
on the charges of corruption, cor-
rupt practices and money launder-
ing on the basis of solid evidence
which were laundered in the names
of ‘falooda wala’, ‘chhabri wala’ and
‘paupar wala etc. The people who
are claiming about their innocence
in the media should better request
the concerned learned Accountabil-
ity Courts to have hearing of their
cases on a day to day basis so that
they plead about their innocence
where law will take its own course
of action. NAB would continue per-
forming its national duties to bring
big fish to justice without caring
about any baseless media reports
and propaganda against NAB as an
institution as per law.

He said that NAB is committed to the
logical conclusion of white collar mega
corruption cases by utilizing all availa-
ble resources as per law. He said that
NAB had constituted a Combined In-
vestigation Team (CIT) to benefit from
the collective wisdom of senior super-
visory officers.

He said the CIT had the services of
director, additional director, investiga-
tion officer, legal counsel and experts
of the monetary and land revenue de-
partment which is lending quality. He

said NAB was the focal institution of
Pakistan under the UN Convention
against corruption and the chairman
of SAARC Anti-Corruption Forum.

He said NAB was considered a role
model organization in SAARC coun-
tries. The Chairman said that NAB
from Oct 2017 to Ovt, 2021 has recov-
ered Rs 538 billion directly and indi-
rectly from corrupt elements which
is a record achievement as compared
to other years which shows a commit-
ment and dedication of NAB officers
towards performance of their national
responsibilities in eradication of cor-
ruption from the country.

He said that 1264 corruption cases are
under trial in various accountability
courts of the country. NAB is the fo-
cal organization of Pakistan under the
United National Convention against
Corruption (UNCAC). Pakistan is the

only country with whom China has
signed a memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) for eradication of corrup-
tion. The performance of NAB is be-
ing reviewed regularly on the basis of
a monitoring and evaluation system so
that it could be improved further.

He said that youth is our future; NAB
has signed an MOU with Higher Edu-
cation Commission in order to aware
youth about the ill effects of corrup-
tion in universities and colleges at an
early age. Under this initiative, NAB
has successfully established more
than 50 thousands Character Build-
ing Societies in various universities
and colleges besides constituting pre-
vention committees in consultations
with respective provincial and federal
government departments in order to
assist them to identify and plug loop-
holes in order to check corruption.
He said that as per Gillani and Gallup
survey, 59 percent people have shown
trust upon NAB. He said that NAB has
devised a comprehensive Quantified
Grading System in order to further
improve the performance of NAB
Headquarter and all Regional Bureaus.
Under Quantified Grading System,
NAB Headquarters and Regional Bu-
reau’s are being evaluated on annual
and midterm basis at a given criteria
which has proved very successful in in-
creasing the performance of NAB. The
performance of NAB has been lauded
by reputed national and international
institutions.

A spokesperson for Facebook’s parent company Meta said its policies “were
designed to give everyone a voice while keeping them safe on our apps”

MonNITORING DESK

JERUSALEM: Palestinian jour-
nalists have raised the alarm over
what they describe as unjust sup-
pression of their content on Face-
book, a claim backed by rights
groups but rejected by the social
media giant.

On December 4, Palestine TV
correspondent Christine Rinawi
posted a video on her Facebook
account in which Israeli security
forces were seen shooting a Pales-
tinian on the ground, killing him.
He had just carried out a knife at-
tack on an Israeli civilian.

Shortly after she posted her video,
Rinawi, who has nearly 400,000
followers, noticed it had been re-
moved from her account.

This was not her first experience
with Facebook’s enforcement,
and Rinawi said her account had
already been restricted after she
shared footage of a November at-
tack in Jerusalem.

In both cases, Facebook said it in-
tervened because the posts violat-
ed the platform’s standards.

A spokesperson for Facebook’s
parent company Meta said its
policies “were designed to give
everyone a voice while keeping
them safe on our apps.” “We apply
these policies to everyone equally,
regardless of who is posting.”
Allegations of pro-Israeli bias
at Facebook have simmered for
years and were renewed in Octo-
ber when Human Rights Watch,
a vocal Israel critic, said the plat-
form had “suppressed content
posted by Palestinians and their
supporters speaking out about
human rights issues in Israel and
Palestine.”

Palestinian reporters have cited
multiple incidents they describe
as censorship. One popular online
news outlet, Maydan Quds News,
may even have to fire reporters
after its main Facebook page with
1.2 million followers was deleted,
a source who requested anonym-

ity told AFP.
The Meta spokesperson told

AFP it has “a dedicated team,
which includes Arabic and He-
brew speakers, who are focused
on keeping our community safe
by making sure we're removing
harmful content.” It also strives
“any enforcement

to address

errors as quickly as possible so
people can keep sharing what
matters to them.”

In the midst of a bout of fighting
in May between Israel and armed
factions in the Gaza Strip — the
worst in years — Facebook had ac-
knowledged widescale deletion of

Palestinian posts, ascribing it to a
technical bug that it sought to fix.
According to Palestinian social
media monitoring center Sada
Social, 600 Palestinian accounts
or pro-Palestinian Facebook
posts were restricted or deleted
in 2021, a record. The center
helped launch a social media
campaign called “Facebook Cen-
sors Jerusalem.” Rama Youssef,
a Jerusalem-based journalist who
volunteered for the campaign,
said Facebook hews to an Israe-
li point of view and has “double
standards.”

The Arab Center Washington DC
think-tank said the Israeli gov-
ernment also pushes to censor
“tens of thousands of posts and ac-
counts” that support a Palestinian
point of view. Meta did not answer
AFP questions about requests
from the Israeli government.

But the company denied accusa-
tions of bias, saying its commu-
nity standards prohibit violence,
terrorism, hate and large-scale

criminal activity, as well as posts
supporting those subjects.

Israeli officials have also accused
various social media platforms,
including Facebook, of failing to
curb anti-Semitism.

In February, then-diaspora af-
fairs minister Omer Yankelevich
presented Facebook, Google,
TikTok and Twitter with propos-
als to beef up the fight against
anti-Semitism, saying it was
“running rampant” online.
Media expert Iyad Al-Rifai of Sada
Social said he regularly meets
with Facebook representatives to
ask for more transparency.

He said the site appeared to target
the word “shahid,” Arabic for mar-
tyr, which Palestinians frequently
use to describe people killed by
Israeli forces, including those who
carried out attacks.

Rifai told AFP that Facebook in-
sisted it is bound by American
standards which consider “attack-
ers to be terrorists,” not martyrs
to a political cause.

South Africa
lifts Omicron
curfew

JOHANNESBURG: South
Africa, where the Omicron
variant was detected last
month, says its latest coro-
navirus wave has peaked
without a surge in deaths
or hospitalisations, enabling
the country to lift a nightly
curfew for the first time in
21 months. The Omicron
variant emerged in Novem-
ber to become pandemic’s
dominant variant, driving
new cases at a record rate
around the world.
“According to experts, Omi-
cron has reached the peak,
..with clinical manifesta-
tions that have not caused
any alarm in the hospital sit-
uation,” Mondli Gungubele,
a minister in President Cyril
Ramaphosa’s office, said on
Friday.

“Based on the experts, the
conditions do allow that we
lift the curfew,” he told a
news conference, spelling
out a move that the presi-
dency announced the previ-
ous evening.

Calls by the hospitality sec-
tor for the midnight to 4 am
curfew to be lifted had been
mounting ahead of the New
Year’s Eve celebrations,
with restaurant and bar
owners launching an online
petition to lobby Ramapho-
sa. Many countries outside
Africa are tightening re-
strictions to battle a surge
in infections. The minister
cautioned “we will monitor
the situation on a hour-by-
hour basis” and if need be,
it would be reinstated, add-
ing “I hope it never comes
back.” — Agencies

Aiwan-e-Sadr
open for
public today

ISLAMABAD: The Ai-
wan-e-Sadr will open its
doors to the general public
today (Saturday) providing
them a rare opportunity to
show the magnificent build-
ing as well as its beautiful
green lawns.

The presidency will remain
open for the people from
1300 hours to 1600 hours
on New Year Day.

The building was also
opened to the public a few
times in the past, in pursu-
ance of the government’s
commitment to open all
state buildings to the gen-
eral public which otherwise
used to be considered a no-
go area. The people, desir-
ing to visit the Aiwan-e-Sadr
have been asked to ensure
carrying their COVID vacci-
nation certificates and wear
face mask as a pre-requisite
for entry.

No visitor would be allowed
to carry any electronic de-
vice like a mobile phone or
camera. — APP

Israel signs

$3 bn deal to

buy US mily
aircraft

WASHINGTON: Israel
has signed a deal with the
United States to buy 12
Lockheed Martin-Sikorsky
CH-53K helicopters and
two Boeing KC-46 refueling
planes, the Israeli Defence
Ministry said on Friday.
The ministry said the deal
is worth around $3.1 billion
(Euro 2.73 billion), adding
that the procurement is
“part of a wider program to
strengthen the capabilities
of the IDF [Israeli Defense
Forces] and preparedness
to face current and develop-
ing threats.”

The deal, signed on Thurs-
day, includes an option to
buy six additional helicop-
ters, the ministry statement
said. It said the first helicop-
ters were due to arrive in Is-
rael in 2026. An Israeli gov-
ernment committee gave
the approval for the pur-
chase last month after the
Biden administration also
waved it through in July.
The new helicopters will
replace the Sikorsky CH-53
Yas’ur heavy-lift aircraft that
have been in use since the
late 1960s.

The deal comes days after a
report by the Stockholm In-
ternational Peace Research
Institute said that the global
arms industry was flourish-
ing despite the COVID-19
pandemic.

Israeli media have speculat-
ed that the refueling planes
could be crucial for carry-
ing out a long-threatened
air strike on Iran’s nuclear
facilities. Israel, which op-
poses efforts by world pow-
ers to revive Tehran’s 2015
nuclear deal, has wowed
military action if diplomacy
fails. — Agencies
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