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NATO must
not expand
eastward

DNA
MOSCOW: President Vladimir

Putin said
Wednesday
that Moscow
would  seek
Western
guarantees
precluding any further NATO
expansion and deployment of
its weapons near his country’s
borders, a stern demand that
comes amid fears of a Russian
invasion of Ukraine. “In a di-
alogue with the United States
and its allies, we will insist on
working out specific agree-
ments that would exclude any
further NATO moves east
ward and the deployment of
weapons systems that threat-
en us in close vicinity to Rus-
sian territory,” Putin said.

Blinken
warns

Russia

DNA

WASHINGTON: Secretary
> of State An-
tony Blinken
warned Rus-
sia to stand
down on its
efforts to
destabilize Ukraine and said
there would be “severe con-
sequences” for any Russian
military action. “We don’t
know whether President
Putin has made the decision
to invade” Ukraine, Blinken
said in remarks at the end of
a North Atlantic Treaty Alli-
ance meeting in Latvia. “We
do know that he’s putting in
place the capacity to do so
on short order, should he
so decide. So despite uncer-
tainty about intention, and
timing, we must prepare
for all contingencies while
working to see to it that
Russia reverses course.”

PML-N does

not want
vote theft

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Shahid Kh-
sl agan Abbasi
has said that
PML-N does
not want the
election to
be stolen
and the vote to be respect-
ed. Former Prime Minister
Shahid Khagan Abbasi in his
address said that the election
of PML-N was stolen and
incompetent rulers were im-
posed on the people, Pakistan
will not be able to develop un-
less the opinion of the people
is respected in Pakistan. He
said that PML-N does not talk
about power but about solu-
tion of people’s problems.
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Smuggling a
bane; needs
to be plugged

PM Imran Khan says, emergency
measures must be taken to control
smuggling of wheat, urea, sugar,
flour, petrol and money-laundering

ANSAR M BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan
has said that heavy damage is inflicted on
economy of the country due to smuggling
of food commodities due to price differen-
tial. He added that smuggling creates artifi-
cial shortage of commodities and ultimately
results in price hike. The Prime Minister
directed that all stakeholders should under-
take emergency measures and bring-out-
of-the-box solutions to control smuggling
of essential commodities. He emphasized
that the objective is to provide relief to the
common man against price hike.

The meeting was informed that FIA has un-
dertaken extensive investigations against
illegal money laundering and holding of
US dollars. It was apprised that manpow-
er is being increased at border crossings
to check goods and to ensure that each

Continued on Page 06

PM directs to
expedite work on

CPEC projects

Kuayam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran
Khan chaired a high level meeting to
review progress on CPEC projects on
Wednesday. The Prime Minister empha-
sized that timelines specified for comple-
tion of CPEC projects should be adhered
to. He said that Government of Pakistan
is fully committed to provisions of CPEC
agreements. The Prime Minister stated
that China has been a time-tested friend
of Pakistan and that the Government ac-
cords high priority to implementation
and operationalization of CPEC projects.

Continued on Page 06

‘PML-N, PPP have no

agenda or

program’

The minister says that merely criticism
does not bring you success

SHusaaT Hamza

ISLAMABAD:
Minister for Infor-
mation and Broad-
casting Chaudhry
Fawad Hussain on
o Wednesday has

- said that the Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
and Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) have
no agenda or program. In a post on so-
cial-networking website Twitter, the
minister said that merely criticism does
not bring you success as there should

Continued on Page 06

PDM to decide
strategy on Dec 6

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The Jamiat-Ulma-e-Is-
lam-Fazl (JUIL-F) chief Maulana Fazlur
Rehman has summoned a session of the
opposition alliance Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM) on December 6 (Mon-
day). According to PDM spokesperson
Hafiz Hamdullah, the Pakistan Demo-
cratic Movement will hold a summit on
December 6 where the central leaders of

Continued on Page 06

CAIRO: Lt Gen Shaheen Mazhar, First Corp Commander calls on
Chief of Staff of Egyptian Armed Forces during EDEX which is
being held in Cairo from 29 November till 2 December. — DNA

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Office held a briefing for the Islamabad-based OIC Heads of Mission on
the proposed Extraordinary Session of the Council of Foreign Ministers (OIC-CFM) of the
Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) on the situation in Afghanistan. — DNA

Punjab: LG
elections

through
EVMs

DNA

LAHORE: Punjab
government on
Wednesday decided
to hold local body
elections through
electronic  voting
machines. Accord-
ing to sources, the
government has
+ taken a big deci-
sion that the election on electronic vot-
ing machines in Punjab will be included
in the Local Bodies Act.

Punjab Chief Minister Sardar Usman
Bazdar has approved the inclusion of
clause on EVM machine in the Local
Bodies Act, while the federal govern-
ment has enacted a law and the Punjab
government will also make EVM a part
of the Local Bodies Act.

COAS visits

Azad AK
Regimental

Centre

RAWALPINDI: Chief of the Army Staff
(COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa
visited the Azad Kashmir (AK) Regimen-
tal Centre Mansar Camp, the military’s
media wing said. “The COAS laid floral
wreath at Yadgar-e-Shuhada and offered
Fateha,” the Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) said on Wednesday.

The statement added that Gen Qamar
formally installed Lieutenant General
Sarfraz Ali, Commander Quetta Corps as
Colonel Commandant of AK Regiment.
Addressing the participants, the ISPR
said: Gen Qamar praised Azad Kashmir
Regiment for its glorious history, profes-
sional excellence, outstanding operation-
al performance and war worthiness. On
September 4, the army chief met AJK
Prime Minister Sardar Abdul Qayyum
Niazi and assured him of the army’s full
support and commitment to the Kashmir
cause and its people. During the meet-
ing, the situation in IIOJK including con-
tinued Indian unilateralism and situation
along the Line of Control was discussed.

OIC envoys briefed
on proposed summit

Foreign Secretary apprised the
envoys of situation in Afghanistan

SpeEcIAL CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Secretary Sohail
Mahmood held a briefing for the Islama-
bad-based OIC Heads of Mission on the
proposed Extraordinary Session of the
Council of Foreign Ministers (OIC-CFM)
of the Organization of the Islamic Con-
ference (OIC) on the situation in Afghan-
istan. The Foreign Secretary informed
that on 29 November, the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia - in its capacity as the
Chair of the Summit of the OIC - took
the initiative to propose the convening
of an Extraordinary Session of the OIC
Council of Foreign Ministers, relating to
the situation in Afghanistan.

Pakistan welcomed this initiative and of-
fered to host the CFM in Islamabad on
17 December 2021. The Foreign Secre-
tary underscored that this Extraordinary
Session was aimed at addressing the
serious and deteriorating humanitarian
situation in Afghanistan. He highlight-
ed that according to the United Nations
(UN), 60% of Afghanistan’s 38 million

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan elected
G77 chair

NEews DESK

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan, which was elect-
ed chair of the Group of 77 countries on
Tuesday, has demanded debt restruc-
turing and allocation of more resources
for developing nations to rejuvenate the
global economy. The bloc, known as G77
plus China, is a loose alliance of devel-
oping countries established on June 15,
1964. The group derives its name from
the 77 original signatories, although it
now has 134 members.

Pakistan is a founding member and Tues-
day’s election was held by acclamation.
Addressing the group’s 45th annual
meeting at the United Nation’s head-
quarters in New York, Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi urged develop-
ing nations to promote a common de-
velopment agenda to return to the path
of sustained and sustainable growth.

Continued on Page 06

Contempt case can be
made if funds withheld

Former ECP secretary says no institution
can withhold ECP’s funds

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Former Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) secretary Kan-
war Dilshad has said that Election Com-
mission can launch a contempt case if
any institution is authorized to withhold
ECP’s funds. He said that no institution
has such authority to withhold ECP’s
funds. “The ECP is a constitutional in-
stitution and enjoys the same protocols
and powers as the Supreme Court,” said
Dilshad, adding that it would obtain the
funds from the Ministry of Finance un-
der Article 2220f the Constitution.

He expressed these views while talking
on local private channel. Dilshad views

Taliban seeks urgent unfreezing of reserves

“The overall talks remained successful and the parties agreed to continue
holding such meetings,” Taliban spokesperson said

Afghanistan economic crisis
one of worst in history: UN

CENTRELINE REPORT

DOHA: A delegation of US officials led
by Special Representative for Afghan-
istan Thomas West called on a Taliban
delegation led by Afghan Foreign Minis-
ter Amir Khan Muttaqi, in Doha, Qatar.

A statement issued by spokesperson of
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Afghan-
istan, Abdul Qahar Balkhi, said that Af-
ghan FM Muttaqi exchanged views about

NEews DEsk

NEW YORK: The UN has forecast
that Afghanistan’s gross domestic
product will contract 20 per cent
within a year following the Taliban’s
takeover of the country, represent-
ing one of the worst economic melt-
downs in history. “[It’s] an economic
contraction that we’ve never seen be-
fore, ever,” said Abdallah Al Dardari,
the UN Development Programme’s
Afghanistan head and a former dep-
uty prime minister of Syria. “I'm

political, economic, health, education, se-
curity and humanitarian issues, including
discussions about necessary facilities in
banking and liquidity availability.

comparing with Venezuela, Lebanon
and so on — we haven’t seen such an
immediate, abrupt drop.”

A UNDP report published on Wednes-
day said such a contraction took five
years of civil war in Syria to achieve,
and was expected to worsen to 30
per cent next year. The sharp eco-
nomic decline highlights the fragili-
ty of the Afghan state despite almost
two decades of US-led assistance
and billions of dollars in aid. The
country was not strong enough to

Continued on Page 06

Taking to Twitter, Balkhi said that the Af-
ghan side assured the US officials about
security and sought immediate uncon-
ditional unfreezing of Afghan reserves,

ending of sanctions and blacklists, and
disconnecting  humanitarian  issues
from political considerations. Technical
groups from both sides also held sepa-
rate meetings for even better progress,
said Balkhi. Overall, the sessions were
positive and both sides agreed to contin-
ue such meetings moving forward.

“The overall talks remained successful
and the parties agreed to continue hold-
ing such meetings,” Balkhi added.

Meanwhile, another statement issued by
the US State Department spokesperson
said that the two delegations discussed the
international community’s ongoing and ur-
gent response to the humanitarian crisis in
Afghanistan. “The United States remains
committed to ensuring that US sanctions
do not limit the ability of Afghan civilians
to receive humanitarian support from the
US government and international commu-
nity while denying assets to sanctioned en-
tities and individuals,” the statement read.

Continued on Page 06

appeared as defence to what Federal Min-
ister Fawad Chaudhary had said on Tues-
day that the ECP would get funds from the
government to hold the next polls only if
it holds the elections via EVMs. Dilshad
served as ECP federal secretary from July
2004 to December, 2009. Currently, he is
associated with a think tank working on
awareness about electoral laws and is as-
sociated with the United Nations.
Dilshad was of the view that ECP un-
der Article 222 of the Constitution of
Pakistan (electoral laws) can reject any
amendments to the Election Laws 2017
even if they are passed by a joint session
of Parliament and all provincial assem-
blies, if they are against the provisions of
the Constitution of Pakistan.

EU launches
€300bn bid
to counter

China

DNA

BRUSSELS: The EU has revealed
details of a Euros 300bn (£255bn;
$340bn) global investment plan, de-
scribed as a “true alternative” to Chi-
na’s Belt and Road strategy.
European Commission President Ur-
sula von der Leyen said the Global
Gateway scheme should become a
trusted brand.

China has funded rail, roads and
ports but has been accused of leaving
some countries saddled with debt.
The Commission chief said countries
need “trusted partners” to design
projects that were sustainable.

The EU is looking at how it can lev-
erage billions of euros, drawn from
member states, financial institutions
and the private sector. This will
largely take the form of guarantees
or loans, rather than grants.
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Briefs

FAISALABAD: University
of Agriculture Faisalabad
(UAF) Vice Chancellor
Prof Dr Iqrar Ahmad Khan
on Wednesday stressed
the need for collaborated
efforts on the part of re-
searchers, policymakers
and farming community
for combating agricultural
issues and increasing per
acre productivity in order
to ensure food security and
reduce agricultural imports.
He was talking to the partic-
ipants of 32nd Mid-Career
Management Course, Na-
tional Institute of Manage-
ment, Islamabad.

“Our per acre yield is low
due to use of traditional
methods by farming com-
munity,” he said and added
that nature had enriched Pa-
kistan with natural resourc-
es but unfortunately we
have not been able to use
them wisely”. He said that
adoption of modern trends
to make agriculture a profit-
able business was the need
of the hour which would not
only ensure foods security
but also alleviate poverty.
He urged the agricultural
scientists to find indigenous
solutions to the agricultural
problems.

“We can double our produc-
tion if the recommendations
of agricultural scientists are
followed,” he said, adding if
we make flour from a mix-
ture of wheat and corn, it
will also improve the quality
of nutrition”. — APP

SSP holds
crime review
meeting

PESHAWAR: Senior Super-
intendent of Police (SSP)
Operations, Harron Rashid
here Wednesday held a
crimes review meeting to
discuss investigation of se-
rious nature offences, pre-
vention of aerial firing and
arms’ brandishing at public
gatherings.

The meeting was held at
Malik Saad Police Lines and
attended by SP Can’t Zunair
Ahmed Cheema, SP City
Atig Shah and all SDPOs
and SHOs of City and Can’t
divisions.

The meeting reviewed in-
vestigations of crimes oc-
curred last month. SSP di-
rected for solution of public
complaints on priority basis
and maintaining contact
with complainants.

He said that investigation is
necessary for elimination of
street crimes, stressing im-
provement in investigation
system is the need of hour.
SSP directed for deployment
of police jawans in plain
clothes in public places for
taking strict action against
those brandishing arms
during gatherings. He said
that no compromise would
be given to those criminals
using police uniforms and
they would be dealt with
iron hands. — APP

IsuraqQ MuGHAL

FAISALABAD: On the direc-
tions of Punjab Chief Minis-
ter Sardar Usman Bazdar,
under the Revenue Awami
Khidmat Services the prob-
lems of public regarding rev-
enue were listening on first
and second working days
of every month and in this
regard the monthly revenue
services was held at DC of-
fice. Deputy Commissioner
Ali Shahzad listen the pub-
lic complaints regarding
revenue matters and direct-
ed the revenue officers for
speedy solution of the ap-
plications. Deputy Commis-
sioner said that the delay in
the matters of public would
not tolerated and responsi-
ble revenue officer and staff
would accountable. He said
that the Department of Rev-
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FAISALABAD: D

C Ali Shahzad listening the
problems of public during the revenue awami
khidmat services katchri. — DNA

ABAD presents charter
of demands to CM Sindh

In our Charter of Demand, a single authority should be set up for the approval of
able to challenge this authority

NOCs for construction projects and no one should be

NAZIR S1yAL

KARACHI: Chairman Association of
Builders and Developers (Abad), Mohsin
Sheikhani has said that a five-point charter
of demand has been presented to Sindh
Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah for de-
velopment and protection of construction
sector in Sindh. He said this while address-
ing a press conference at Karachi Press
Club. He was accompanied by Abad Senior
Vice Chairman Muhammad Hanif Memon,
Vice Chairman Altaf Kantawala and Abad
Southern Region Chairman Sufyan Adhia.
Mohsin Sheikhani said that we do not ask
any concessions or land from Sindh govern-
ment but we just want to be allowed to work
according to law, Abad is against illegal con-
structions and Abad has always spoken out
against illegal constructions. Picked up Mo-
hsin Sheikhani said that if the construction
sector in Karachi is damaged then hundreds
of sub-industries will also be affected. It will
be difficult for the engineers graduating
from the Engineering University of our city
to get employment.

In our Charter of Demand, a single authori-
ty should be set up for the approval of NOCs
for construction projects and no one should
be able to challenge this authority. He said
that when we build buildings to comply with
all the laws and pay billions of rupees in tax-
es, then it is known that there were irregu-
larities and demolition orders were issued.
Mohsin Sheikhani said that single authority
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KARACHI: Chairman ABAD Mohsin Sheikhani addressing a press conference at Karachi Press Club here on

Wednesday. Senior Vice Chairman Hanif Memon, Vice Chairman Altaf Kantawala, Chairman SR Sufian Adhia,
former Office bearers and members of ABAD were present on the occasion.

master plan will benefit Karachi’s infra-
structure and will also consider master plan
documentation and other issues.

We have asked the Sindh Chief Minister to
set up a Punjab-style commission in Sindh
as well so that every case can be heard in
accordance with the law and the issue can
be resolved.

registration would develop the construction
sector in Sindh which would provide em-
ployment to the people of Sindh and also
boost the economy of Sindh. Our second de-
mand is to make a master plan for Karachi
within 12 months

And all stakeholders should be involved in
the preparation of the master plan. The

He said that the issues and laws that we
have discussed with the Chief Minister of
Sindh, if they become law and those who
work legally get protection, then the build-
ers and developers here have so much po-
tential that Karachi which is currently 62 in
Pakistan’s revenue. The percentage is 120
percent he said.

PSW to facilitate
local investors

BUREAU REPORT

FAISALABAD. Pakistan Single Window (PSW) is a
unique and innovative initiative of the government to
improve the overall ranking in “Ease Of Doing Busi-
ness” which will not only attract Foreign Direct Invest-
ment (FDI) but also facilitate local investors to setup
their high-tech industrial units in Pakistan in a hassle
free environment, said Mr. Imran Mahmood Sheikh
Senior Vice President Faisalabad Chamber of Com-

merce & Industry (FCCI).

Addressing an awareness session of PSW organized in
collaboration with Pakistan Single Window Company
and the All Pakistan Bedsheets & Upholstery Manu-
facturers Association (APBUMA), he said that facilities
of as many as 72 government departments both from
federal and provincial governments have been clubbed
under this window. “This arrangement will help new in-
vestors to complete all the mandatory formalities at a
single stage instead of visiting different offices”, he said
and added that it will also catalyze the import and export
business as all consignments could be cleared on Good
Declaration (GD) instead of submitting “E” form. Appre-
ciating the participation of more than 200 members of
APBUMA in this awareness session, he said that it indi-
cates that the business community in general and those
belonging to the SME sector are ready to contribute
their role in national exports provided the government
extends them basic and fundamental facilities.

He said that this facility has been introduced in line with
the futuristic needs and every businessman has to reg-
ister himself with the PSW for its own benefit. He also
demanded the introduction of the Export Facilitation
Scheme with an objective to achieve the export targets
set for the year 2025. Earlier Mr. Arif Ihsan Malik, Cen-
tral Chairman APBUMA introduced his organization and
said it is the largest elected trade body of the SME sector
with its offices in all important cities of Pakistan. He said
that the SME sector is contributing 80% share in national
exports but due to meager financial resources, it has to
face multiple difficulties. He said that by simplifying the
system we could further enhance our exports and bridge
the present trade deficit in our exports and imports.

PESHAWAR: Work was in progress on
60 different uplift schemes of Rs.687
billion under foreign assistance in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for which Rs 89
billion have been allocated in Annual
Development Programme (ADP) of
current fiscal year.

These schemes include Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Cities Improvement Project,
300 MW Balakot Hydropower Project,
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Hydropower
and Renewable Energy Development
Program and other important develop-
ment projects in various sectors.

This was said during a meeting to
review progress on donors funded
projects held here the other day with
Chief Minister Khyber Pakhtunkh-

first package of this project.

wa Mahmood Khan in the chair, said
an official handout issued here on
Wednesday. The participants were
briefed that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Cities Improvement Project has been
approved by Executive Committee of
National Economic Council (ECNEC)
whereas ECNEC has also cleared the
PCI of Balakot Hydropower Project
and bids have been advertised for the

It was further informed that under the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Provincial Roads
Improvement Project, seven roads in
different districts had been complet-
ed whereas work on two roads was
in progress. Similarly, under the Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Integrated Tourism

Work on 60 foreign funded
schemes 1n progress in KP

Development Project, a master plan
has been approved to establish four
Tourism Zones at the different sites
of the province. A feasibility study of
the Kumrat Cable Car Project was also
completed.

They told that 50 percent work on
dualization of Swabi-Mardan Road has
been completed adding that Expres-
sion of Interest (Eol) has also been
finalized for the Supervisory Consult-
ant of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Irrigated
Agriculture Improvement Project.
Under the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Hy-
dropower and Renewable Energy Pro-
gram, land acquisition for the 88 MW
Kalam-Gabral Hydropower Project is
underway. — APP

LAHORE: Director General PID Lahore Shafqat Abbas presenting shields to Rashid Khan,
personal secretary and Shahid Anwar assistant at their farewell party. — DNA
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China
Packaging
Machinery

Digital Expo

DNA

LAHORE: The “China Plas-
tics and Packaging Machin-
ery (Pakistan) Digital Expo”,
hosted by the Ministry of
Commerce of The People’s
Republic of China, organized
by Beijing Leading Interna-
tional Business & Exhibition
Co., Ltd. is officially opening
on the “Trade Promotion
Exhibition” online platform.
Using the digital exhibition
platform, Chinese and Mid-
dle Asian enterprises share
trade online.

This digital exhibition se-
lected 40 Chinese high-qual-
ity brand enterprises to
exhibit, and more than 350
Middle Asian buyers to
register online. The exhibit
products such as clothing,
fabrics, home textiles, cloth-
ing accessories, shoes, epi-
demic prevention supplies
products, etc. in conjunc-
tion with the local market of
Pakistan, India and others
Middle Asian countries, ef-
fectively enhance the will
of local enterprises to coop-
erate and develop with Chi-
nese enterprises, promote
“China Brand” to go global,
weave the global industrial
chain and value chain.

FESCO
organizes
staff safety
seminar

Bureau REPORT

FAISALABAD: There would
be no compromise on safety
because safety of the staff is
top priority of FESCO said
Executive Engineer (XEN)
Regional Training Center
(RTC) Faisalabad Electric
Supply Company (FESCO)
while addressing a certificate
distribution ceremony in con-
nection with two days work-
shops on the top of “Electri-
cal Safety Requirement”.

He said that any kind of neg-
ligence in line with safety
of staff would not be toler-
ated. He further said that
company is striving hard
and utilizing all available
sources to provide save the
working environment to the
FESCO officials and line
staff. He said that organiza-
tion of such workshops not
only provide familiarity with
changing circumstances but
also effective in performing
duty safely. The participants
of workshop was provide
detailed information about
grounding, earthing, pow-
er cable insulation, safe-
ty requirement, ground
clearance, unsafe act and
unsafe condition. Assistant
Director Training Shahid
Mehmood, Abdul Waheed,
Aziz ullah Khan, Amir
Shahzad, Abdul Jabbar, Ka-
bral Saeed Abdal and large
number of FESCO officials
attended the workshop. At
the end of workshop XEN,
RTC Naeem Akbar Kahloon
distributed the certificates
among the participants.

enue was at the forefront of
public service and holding
Revenue Awami

Public Service would not
only solve the problems of
the people but also increase
their confidence. Deputy
Commissioner said that the
problems of the people’s
under one roof are being
addressed by listening to
the problems related to the
revenue department. He
said that speedy solution of
issues and grievances relat-
ed to the revenue depart-
ment including issuance of
domicile, farad, registary,
income certificate and oth-
er revenue matters are be-
ing solved on spot. He said
that officers of the revenue
department including As-
sistant commissioners and
revenue officers and ADLRs
were also directed to ensure
attendance in the court.
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Hotels &
Restaurants

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 03345421812

Airlines
TurkishAirlines...... 8494949

Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20

Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi 9270601-20

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIA Cargo..... ...9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA ..o 9281092

Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666
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Departments
CDA....ccvveveee. 9221334-43
CDA.....couuveee. 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6
RDA...cooveveeeeeen. 5555864
TMA....eeeeeeeeeeens 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3

<!

Complaints

Water Tanker Service
E-7,F-10 & F-11......9204654
G-5,G-6,G-7,G-8....9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12,
H8uooeeeieieene 9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Islamabad
Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224
Potohar Town......... 9209224
Rawal Town............. 5773343

Wasa Water Tank

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125

BNt 11 th Mountain Festival opens

with painting competition

Awareness raising and education about the causes and consequences of the
climate change is very 1mportant for the society. Such events support it

STAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI: A live painting competition
on the theme “mountains in the changing
climate” marked the opening of 11th edition
of Pakistan Mountain Festival (PMF) on
Wednesday. The festival is an annual flagship
event of Development Communications Net-
work (Devcom-Pakistan) to commemorate the
UN’s International Mountains Day (IMD).
About 50 girl-students and a male enthusias-
tically participated in the live painting com-
petition hosted at Fatima Jinnah Women Uni-
versity (FJWU). The participating institutions
included Fatima Jinnah Women University,
National College of the Arts (NCA), Rawalpin-
di Women University, Westminster Academy,
Foundation University Islamabad campus,
IMGCG F-7/2, and National Textile Institute.
The participants painted real-life scenes
from the northern parts of Pakistan depict-
ing the impact of climate change. Melting
glaciers, avalanches, landslides, lake out-
bursts, deforestation and degradation, and
loss of biological diversity were the content
of oil-on-canvas paintings. The paintings not
only reflected the aesthetic sense of the
participants but also the level of their un-
derstanding of the climatic challenges.
Hanna Aslam, a Westminster Academy stu-
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dent participated in the competition, men-

tioned that the young generation is very
concerned about the loss that older genera-
tion have done to the environment. Their ir-
rational consumption behaviour has caused
the climate changing that is impacting the
life and livelihood of the people right from
the mountains to the downstream.

FJWU Head of Fine Arts Raheela Mushtaq
said engaging art students in such a crea-

tive pursuits is imperative to highlight the

impact of climate change as they reflect the
mountain miseries. Awareness raising and
education about the causes and consequenc-
es of the climate change is very important
for the society. Such events support it.

Devcom-Pakistan Creative Director Riffat Ara
Baig said that they are engaged with students
of different age groups for the last two decades
to sensitize them about the environment and

conservation of natural resources. The edu-
cational institutions shall consistently engage
their students and their parents to raise aware-
ness about rational use of resources around us.
Speaking to this scribe, Executive Director
Devcom-Pakistan and founder and director
of Pakistan Mountain Festival Munir Ahmed
said the paintings have visual impact more
than the speeches and writings. That is why
the live painting competition has become a
tradition of the Pakistan Mountain Festival
since its inception in 2005. International
Mountain Day (December 11) is dedicated
to raising awareness about opportunities
and challenges facing mountain regions. Art
pieces can play a pivotal role in this regard.
He said we need to build alliances that will
bring positive change to mountain peoples
and places around the world. Devcom-Paki-
stan has been organizing different events
to mark IMD engaging mountain commu-
nities and stakeholders in the mountain
regions and downstream with the collab-
oration of different partners from gov-
ernment, national and international non-
government and UN organizations, and
academia for about two decades. Pakistan
Mountain Festival has become Pakistan’s
global image for mountain conservation,
management and development of natural
resources in the highlands.

AIOU appoints
tutors for
programs

ISLAMABAD: Allama Igbal
Open University (AIOU)
has finalized the process
of tutors appointment for
hundreds and thousands of
the students enrolled in the
programs offered in the
first phase of autumn 2021
semester including matric-
ulation and intermediate
programs while the process
of tutors appointment for
BA programs is currently in
progress. Detailed informa-
tion about the appointed tu-
tors will be uploaded on the
university website soon to
facilitate the students. Due
to digital transformation of
key academic and admin-
istrative operations of the
university, course books
for matriculation, inter-
mediate and BA programs
have been uploaded on the
university website (www.
aiou.edu.pk). Printed books
are also being dispatched
to the students enrolled in
these programs. - DNA
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ISLAMABAD: Senator Dr. Sania Nishtar, SAPM chairs the session at high-level national learning event,
“Pakistan’s COVID Response: Lessons for Improving Governance” co-hosted by Oxford Policy Management,

UK Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office, and Sub-National Governance. — DNA

‘Eradication of narcotics
collective responsibility’

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Narcotics
Control Syed Ijaz Ahmed Shah on Wednes-
day said it was the shared responsibility of all
stakeholders to make efforts to eradicate the
menace of drugs from the country.
Addressing the passing out parade of
Assistant Directors, Inspectors, Sub-in-
spectors, Assistant Sub-Inspectors, and
Constables at Armored Corps Cen-
tre Nowshera, he said, the fed-
eral government alone could
not deal with the problem as
there were six million drug
addicts in the country as per
the 2012 Report.

“The federal and provincial
departments and masses would
have to make joint efforts to purge
the menace of drugs from the society”,
Shah emphasized. The minister also con-
gratulated the passing out officers and
officials for completing their training
course. He urged the youth to work to ful-
fill the expectations of their parents.

Ijaz also appreciated officials for impart-
ing quality training to new officers and
officials during the last six months. He
said that the department being chosen

“

by the youth would brighten and secure
their future with the prestige of serving
the nation from the front.
The minister said that it was the target of
the government to save its young gener-
ation from the scourge of drugs. He also
stressed for cutting the supply lines besides
taking measures for the drug reduction
demand, along with special focus on
the awareness-raising and rehabil-
itation of drug addicts in the so-
ciety. “We are not the drug-pro-
ducing state, but a victim of
W narcotics”, he regretted.
He highlighted the measures
taken by the government to deal
with COVID-19 and environmental
issues. He said, “The entire world
has appreciated the performance of the
Pakistani government, especially the NCOC
for dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic in
an effective way”. He has urged people to
get fully vaccinated at the earliest to stay
safe from the new variant of Coronavirus.
The minister said that the Green Pakistan
project launched by Prime Minister Imran
Khan had also received appreciation from
the international community. - DNA

Mewaki
Forest being

established in
Sector G-9/4

ISLAMABAD: In order to
improve the environment of
the Federal Capital, on the
special instructions of the
management of the Capi-
tal Development Authority,
the Environment wing is
establishing Mewaki forests
on lands retrieved from en-
croachers. In this regard, En-
forcement Directorate had
recently handed over more
than ten kanals of govern-
ment land in Sector G-9/4 of
Islamabad to the Department
of Environment after remov-
ing illegal possession. Now
the Environment Depart-
ment has created Mewaki
Forest on the subject land on
the special directions of CDA
administration.  Establish-
ment of mewaki forest will
not help keep the city beau-
tiful and green but will also
help avert encroachment on
the state land. - APP

Pakistan to commemorate
World AIDS Day: Faisal

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to Prime Minister on Na-
‘W"_ tional Health Services, Regulations

and Coordination Dr Faisal Sultan
Wednesday said Pakistan has joined
hands with rest of the world to com-
memorate World AIDS Day in the
country. In a video message issue
here, he said the theme for this
year is End Inequalities, End AIDS,

End Pandemics where the ministry was collaborating with
provinces to work with communities to halt the spread of
new infections. Dr Faisal said that rapidly increasing AIDS
cases in Asia was a challenge for Pakistan as 84 percent
increase was witnessed in the region from 2010 to 2021.
He said the government at both the national and provin-
cial levels, despite competing priorities and fiscal limi-
tations, and with the support of partners like UNAIDS,
UNDP, WHO, UNICEF, local civil society organizations
and academia strived to provide HIV prevention and treat-
ment services through high impact community-based HIV
prevention programmes. “We further pledged to advocate
for increased government spending to cover all aspects of
the National HIV response especially that relating to pre-
vention and treatment with mobilizing domestic resources
and the integration of HIV services into the health system
through our untiring support for Universal Health Cover-
age,” he added. “I am proud to be a part of this year’s
commemoration and to reaffirm the Ministry’s continued
commitment to empowering the people of Pakistan to end
AIDS and other health inequalities,” he said. - DNA

The visiting dignitary commended Pakistan’s efforts for peace,
adding that Paklstan was an 1mportant country in the region

A

ISLAMABAD Chalrman Senate Sadiq Sanjrani in a meeting w1th
the Ambassador of Kazakhstan, Yerzhan Kistafin. — DNA

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: In his meeting with the Ambassador of Ka-
zakhstan, Chairman Senate Sadiq Sanjrani has underlined
Pakistan desire to further augment cooperation with Ka-
zakhstan in all fields. Better economic ties between Paki-
stan and Kazakhstan will help further boost bilateral coop-
eration, said Sadiq Sanjrani while exchanging views with
Kazakhstan envoy Yerzhan Kistafin, who called on Sanjrani
here at Parliament House on Wednesday.

During the meeting, discussion took place on a range of
courses including Pakistan- Kazakhstan bilateral cooper-
ation, ways to precipitate the exchange of delegations at
parliamentary and trade levels and the overall development
of the region. “Enhanced economic linkages and parliamen-
tary diplomacy would help further cement the bilateral co-
operation between the two fraternal countries. Maintaining
better ties with Kazakhstan remains an important part of
Pakistan’s foreign policy”, Sanjrani said.
Kazakhstan-Pakistan Friendship Group in the Senate could
also play a crucial role in expanding parliamentary relations
between the two countries, adding that both sides have
maintained excellent relations at international fora. While
exchanging views with the Kazakh envoy Sanjrani called for
tapping into the avenues that could help in bolstering eco-
nomic ties and elevate the trade volume between the two
countries. The Ambassadors appreciated Pakistan’s efforts
for peace in the region and noted that Pakistan was an im-
portant country in the region.

Jazz
concludes
its Data
Science
Training
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Jazz, Paki-
stan’s number one 4G oper-
ator and the largest internet
and broadband services pro-
vider, has successfully con-
cluded its Data Science Cen-
tral (DSC) training program
After six months of training,
four trainees have been of-
fered permanent positions
within the company’s Data
Science team and the Ana-
lytics & Insights team.

The  training  program
on-boarded twelve candi-
dates in total, putting them
through a rigorous mix of
theoretical and practical
training modules essential
in the technological field,
for the first three months.
The trainees attended a set of
courses conducted by foreign
trainers from worldreputed
universities, equipping them
for practical projects in the sec-
ond stage of the program. The
next three months focused on
critical thinking, problem res-
olution, and practical business
skills using Jazz’s live data.

A massive influx of data
is being generated at Jazz
at all times, and it has led
to rising demand for data
scientists. Currently, the
country faces a dearth of
experts; and the Jazz DSC
program has attempted to
bridge this gap by training
a new generation of data
scientists with industry ex-
perts and using practical
business cases.

“As more organizations are
learning to put their data to
work, the demand for data
scientists is becoming much
higher than the supply. In
line with Jazz’s ambitions of
becoming a pioneering dig-
ital company, we designed
and executed our Data Sci-
ence academy, to train and
select the top talent to satis-
fy the growing dependency
on analytics,” added Kazim
Mujtaba, Chief Data and
Strategy Officer, Jazz.

Govt will
cooperate

with ECP on
EVM: Shibli

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal gov-
ernment led by Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) on
Wednesday announced full
cooperation with the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) regarding implemen-
tation of Electronic Voting
Machine (EVM) and i-voting.
Federal Minister for Science
and Technology Senator
Shibli Faraz presided over
an Inter-Ministerial Commit-
tee meeting on internet and
electronic voting machine
(EVM). The meeting dis-
cussed matters pertaining
to EVM and ivoting in the
upcoming elections.

Talking to media after the
meeting, Senator  Shibli
Faraz said that the govern-
ment would extend full coop-
eration to the ECP regarding
implementation of EVM and
ivoting. He said that the gov-
ernment will also cooperate
with the ECP on financial,
storage, testing laboratories
and other needs. The minis-
ter went on to say that Prime
Minister Imran Khan wants
all future elections to be held
through EVM and i-voting.

Open courts
being held:
Minister

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Punjab Min-
ister for Revenue Malik Mu-
hammad Anwar Wednesday
held a Khuli Kachehri (open
court) at Municipal Commit-
tee office Hasan Abdal.
Addressing the gathering, he
said the open courts were
being held on the 1st of
every month across the prov-
ince to timely resolve public
issues. The minister assert-
ed that the provincial gov-
ernment was working hard
to resolve public problems
because public service was
the essence of democracy.
The administrative officials
have been directed to pull
out all the stops to resolve is-
sues pertaining to the gener-
al public, the minister said.
He said public welfare was
the core agenda of the PTI
so the people should take
full benefit of this platform
to resolve their problems re-
lating to govt departments.
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ISLAMABAD: Special As-
sistant to the Prime Minis-
ter on Youth Affairs Usman
Dar on Tuesday said the
government was making all
out efforts to reduce infla-
tion. He said inflation had
become a global challenge
due to COVID-19 because it
had fluctuated big economic
powers of the world.

He said edible items and
other things were still avail-
able at cheap prices in the
country as compared to
other countries, adding the
government was working to
provide relief to common
people at maximum level.
The SAPM said the Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) was habitual to
use illegal tactics during
the elections and they were
using audio and videos for
winning the bye election in
the constituency of NA 133
Lahore.

Usman Dar said the peo-
ple of the country were
well aware about the cor-
ruption of previous gov-
ernments of PML-N and
Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP) as both the political
parties had looted the na-
tional wealth mercilessly
during their tenures.

The opposition was not
ready to support the gov-
ernment over the matter of
electronic voting machine
as they knew that modern
technology would stop all
the doors of rigging during
the elections so that was
why they were fearing from
Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs).

He said the incumbent gov-
ernment was utilising all
out sincere efforts to make
the country as developed
and prosperous and the peo-
ple had full confidence in
the honest and courageous
leadership of Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan. He said the
prime minister was only po-
litical figure in the country
who had full capabilities to
uplift the country.

AIOU
exams from
December 16

ISLAMABAD:
Igbal Open University
(AIOU) is commencing
final examinations of pro-
grams offered in spring
2021 semester including
MA, MSc, M Com, MBA,
MLIS, M Ed and PGDs
from December 16, 2021.
Date sheet and roll num-
ber slips have been up-
loaded on the university
website  (www.aiou.edu.
pk) and dispatched to the
students as well.

Roll number slips, down-
loaded from the university
website, would be accept-
able in the examination
halls. Examination centres
have been established in
the nearby vicinities of the
students and at the union
council level to facilitate
them upon the special di-
rectives of the Vice Chan-
cellor, AIOU.Moreover,
examinations schedule
for MSc (face to face) pro-
grams is being finalized
and it would be uploaded
on the university website
soon.

It is pertinent to mention
here that these examina-
tions will not be taken on-
line. — APP

Allama

Pakistan’s

exports rises
by 33%

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s
export increased by 33 per
cent in the month of No-
vember, announced Advis-
er to Prime Minister of Pa-
kistan for Commerce and
Investment Abdul Razak
Dawood on Wednesday.

In his tweet, Abdul Razak
Dawood said that Paki-
stan’s  exports  during
the month of November
increased by 33% to a
historic monthly high of
$2.903 billion as compared
to $2.174 billion during
the same period last year,
while the target for the
month was $2.6 billion.
Dawood  further  said
that during the first five
months of this current
fiscal year, Pakistan’s ex-
ports increased by 27 per
cent to USD 12.365 billion
as compared to USD 9.747
billion during the same pe-
riod last year.

ICCI shows concern over
record high inflation

Food inflation has jumped by 11.9 percent in urban areas, average inflation
measured by the Sensitive Price Index has exceeded 18 percent and Wholesale
Price Index has surged to 27 percent in November

Suusaatr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Shakeel Munir,
President, Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce & Industry (ICCI)
said that the Consumer Price
Index (CPI) has shot up to 11.5
percent in November recording
its highest level in the last 20
months, which should be a cause
of concern for the policymakers
as rising inflation would drasti-
cally reduce the purchasing pow-
er of people and put a negative
impact on business and econom-
ic activities.

He said that the food inflation has
jumped by 11.9 percent in urban
areas, average inflation measured
by the Sensitive Price Index has
exceeded 18 percent and Whole-

sale Price Index has surged to 27
percent in November. These fig-
ures showed that things were get-
ting tougher for the common man
and the business sector.

He called upon the government to
take urgent measures to curb the
rising inflation to save the people
and the businesses from deep
troubles.

Shakeel Munir said that the un-
precedented surge in oil prices,
hefty hike in policy interest rate,
frequent increase in electricity &
gas tariffs, constantly falling value
of rupee and high taxes were the
major factors that have combined
to push up the inflation.

He said that the rising inflation
has increased freight charges
making international trade costli-
er that would hurt our exports. He

emphasized that the government
should evolve a comprehensive
price control mechanism in con-
sultation with all stakeholders to
save the economy from further
plunge.

Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh, Senior
Vice President ICCI said that the
shrinking purchasing power of the
consumers due to inflation was
taking a big hit on the business
activities and businesses were fac-
ing losses that would increase un-
employment. He urged that SBP
should rationalize interest rates
as tight monetary policy has failed
to control the rising prices of food
items. He said that rising inflation
would become a serious threat to
the economy.

He said that NEPRA has recom-
mended Rs.4.74 per unit hike in
electricity tariff as fuel price ad-
justment for October to generate
additional revenue of Rs.60 billion
in December. He said that such
hard measures would give rise to
more inflation for the common

man and stall the growth of busi-
ness activities and urged that the
government should avoid taking
such tough decisions in these dif-
ficult times.

Faheem Khan, Vice President
ICCI said that despite decline in
international oil prices, the gov-
ernment has kept oil prices un-
changed for the next fortnight and
increased petroleum levy & sales
tax, which was unfortunate.

He urged that the government
should consider reducing taxes
on POL products and revise high
energy tariffs to provide some
relief to people and the business
sector. He further said that the
government should focus on pro-
moting ease of doing business to
improve the economic outlook of
the country.
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(“Taliban must prove )
their governance’

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan, China, and Russia have been try-
Jl ing to convince the Taliban
to prove their governance
credentials to the rest of the
|| world, said Ambassador Tariq
' Fatemi. The former adviser to
the Prime Minister on foreign
affairs was speaking at an event
on Russia-Afghanistan relations
organized by the Institute of
N\ Regional Studies (IRS) here on
' Wednesday.
|l Ambassador Fatemi asserted
S = that paying heed to interna-
tional concerns about the Taliban’s governance could assist
them in solving the economic problems of the country. He
agreed with the Pakistan government’s approach towards
the Taliban government in Afghanistan, wherein it was us-
ing its limited leverage with the Taliban to convince them
that its advice was to their advantage and trying to encour-
age them to address their domestic governance challenges.
Similarly, he added, the Chinese, Russians, and Iranians
had been making the same point. He urged the Taliban to
establish an inclusive setup to be accepted and acknowl-
edged by the international community as the legitimate

\ government of Afghanistan. — DNA J

ISLAMABAD: Military Factory and Shipyard Operations A. S Pakistan country director Sinan

Topuz has paid a courtesy visit to Dilsad Senol, Representative of KKTC Islamabad. Turkish state

owned Military Factory and Shipyard Management Inc. Pakistan Country Manager Mr. Sinan
Topuz paid a courtesy call to TRNC Islamabad Representative Dilsad Senol. - DNA

Missing persons

cases are state’s
failure: IHC CJ

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court on Wednesday
adjourned the hearing of journalist and blogger Mudassir
Naru’s recovery case after hearing from Human Rights Min-
ister Shireen Mazari and Interior Secretary Yousaf Naseem
Khokhar. During the proceedings, IHC CJ Athar Minallah
remarked that someone’s disappearance is the state’s fail-
ure and a serious crime against humanity. “Mazari Sahiba,
the court has summoned you here to convey that no sagaci-
ty can be witnessed on the part of the state when someone
is missing. When a citizen goes missing then why should
not the compensation be paid to that person’s family from
the pocket of the chief executive whose under very nose he
goes missing?” The court asked Minister Mazari to put for-
ward her opinion in this regard and adjourned the hearing
until December 13.

The court also ordered the federal government to satisfy
Mudassir Naur’s family by the next hearing. The CJ re-
marked that the whole family faces trauma when one mem-
ber of it goes missing. Shireen Mazari responded “I totally
agree with the court that all citizens have equal rights. The
state’s reaction should be identical in every missing per-
son’s case.” The CJ] maintained that the rule of law is quite
essential, otherwise such cases cannot be stopped.

When Shireen Mazari pointed out that the former govern-
ment did not do anything in this regard, Justice Athar Mi-
nallah interrupted her saying: “Half of our lives have seen
non-democratic governments and this all have been the re-
sult of it.” — DNA

Bulgarian envoy, Chairman

PARC discuss agri co-op

KuAYAM ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: A meeting between
Irena Gancheva, Bulgarian Ambas-
sador in Islamabad; and Dr. Ghulam
Ali, Chairman Pakistan Agricultural
Research Council (PARC) was held
on 1st December 2021 at PARC Head-
quarters, Islamabad.

During the meeting, Irena Gancheva,
Bulgarian Ambassador congratulate
Chairman PARC, Dr Ghulam Muham-
mad Ali and Pak-Bulgaria avenues of
collaboration in agriculture sector
were discussed.

The Chairman PARC thanked the hon-
orable Ambassador for paying visit to
PARC in order to initiate Pak-Bulgar-
ia cooperation in agriculture sector,
which would be mutually beneficial for
enhancing food security and alleviat-
ing poverty.

A

Dr. Falak Naz, Member Coordination
and Monitoring Division and other
high officials of PARC were also pres-
ent in the meeting.

It was agreed to sign the MOU cov-
ering important areas of agriculture,
such as Germplasm sharing, Farm

mechanization, Livestock breed im-
provement and high value horticulture
crops framework for bilateral coopera-
tion between the sides.

The Ambassador thanked Chairman
PARC, for extending support for fruit-
ful cooperation.

NAB
prosecutor
resigns

NEws DESK

ISLAMABAD: The Nation-
al Accountability Bureau
(NAB) prosecutor Rizwan
Ahmed has resigned from
his post for ‘personal rea-
sons’ who was pursuing Av-
enfield and fake accounts’
cases against the Sharif fam-
ily. NAB prosecutor Rizwan
Ahmed has tendered his
resignation from his post for
‘personal reasons’. He was
pursuing important corrup-
tion cases in the Islamabad
High Court (IHC).

Rizwan Ahmed had also
been appointed as a mem-
ber of the anti-corruption
watchdog’s team that was
constituted on the appeals
of Pakistan Muslim League
Nawaz (PML-N) vice-pres-
ident Maryam Nawaz and
Captain Retired Safdar.

The prosecutor was rep-
resenting the National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB)
in the proceedings of ap-
peals filed by the PML-N
central leaders in Avenfield
reference, whereas, he was
also appearing in the hear-
ings of the fake accounts
cases at [HC.

It is pertinent to mention
here that an accountability
court in Islamabad had giv-
en 10-year imprisonment to
PML-N Quaid Nawaz Sharif,
a seven-year jail term to his
daughter Maryam Nawaz
and a one-year jail term to
his son-inlaw Captain Re-
tired Safdar in its verdict in
Avenfield reference on July
6, 2018. Moreover, the ac-
countability court had also
imposed a fine worth £8 mil-
lion on Nawaz Sharif and £2
million on Maryam Nawaz
in the case.

Fatyana’s
PAC
membership
at stake

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Public Ac-
counts Committee (PAC)
membership of MNA Riaz
Fatyana is at stake as
Prime Minister (PM) Im-
ran Khan has decided to
review the list of govern-
ment members in the com-
mittee after allegations of
minister’s fight.

MNA Fatyana levelled
false allegations about a
brawl between Adviser to
Prime Minister on Climate
Change Malik Amin Aslam
and Minister for State
Zartaj Gul during a UN
moot in Glasgow.

Sources said that PM
Imran Khan was furious
over the allegations of the
MNA Fatyana and has sum-
moned details of the mem-
bers of the treasury bench-
es in the PAC of the NA.
It has been learnt that the
premier will himself review
the list of the members and
changes are expected in the
members from the govern-
ment side. It is to be noted
that Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf’s body of internal ac-
countability had also issued
a show-cause notice to MNA
Riaz Fatyana over the alle-
gations of witnessing a fight
between two ministers.

Mina ki Kahani is a story of a village child girl who despite of her urge to receive education and go
to school like her brother was denied of her right to education. Somehow at lateral stage her parent
realize importance of education for girls and allow her go to school

SHAHEEN HANIF

ISLAMABAD: National Puppet Theatre Pakistan
National Council of the Arts has started its theme-
based puppet shows including its message-ori-
ented performances on various socio-economic
issues and their solutions. In the series of this
endeavor, PNCA in collaboration with Secours
Islamique France has held two puppet shows on
30th November and 1st December, 2021 at PN-
CA’s Auditorium.

The objectives of these puppet shows were to cre-
ate awareness among community regarding rights
and responsibilities of children and parents ,help
and support orphan children and their families by
providing equal opportunities for quality education
of girls and boys, provision of nutrition, clean water
and clean environment for their growth to protect
children from drug addiction and drugs, to create
awareness among children for their right of protec-
tion from laborious work which directly affect their
physical and mental growth and their protection
from sexual and physical abuse.

NPT had conveyed these messages through stories
of “Meena Ki Kahani” and “Roshan Mustaqbil”.
Mina ki Kahani is a story of a village child girl who
despite of her urge to receive education and go to
school like her brother was denied of her right to
education. Somehow at lateral stage her parent
realize importance of education for girls and allow
her go to school. “Roshan Mustgbil” is a story of
three orphan children two brothers and sister who
are street hawkers and house maid. They earn their
livelihood through labor work.

Their employers take responsibility for their ed-
ucation livelihood with a message to encourage
well off families to support orphans and less priv-
ileged communities in our society to get educa-

tion and other basic necessities of life.Promotion
of Puppetry Art in Pakistan and use of Puppetry
as a strong medium of communication to create
awareness on socio-economic, social issues and
their solution, ethics and moral values, diseases,
their treatment and prevention are the key ob-
jectives of Pakistan National Council of the Arts
on which PNCA will work through its National
Puppet Theatre in collaboration with public and
private sector organizations.

All public & private sector organizations espe-
cially working in the fields of education, health,
social welfare, child & women’s rights protection
and social issues are encouraged to approach
PNCA for collaborative activities.

As all of us working individually cannot bring
change and improvement in society at national level
but our collective efforts will turn us into an educat-
ed and enlightened nation with a common sense of
responsibility among us to preserve water, provide

-

clean water, health facilities, quality education, safe
environment for growth to everyone. PNCA through
arranging message-oriented art and cultural activi-
ties can provide platforms to all for creating a com-
mon sense of responsibility among the public. At
the end of the show, the host of the show, the pup-
pet character of Kiran, requested all to join hands
with PNCA in creating awareness on social issues
and their solutions PNCA in collaboration with Se-
cours Islamique France has arranged puppet shows
to bring awareness on rights and responsibilities of
children and parents.

SIF has been working in Pakistan since 2010
to provide support to orphan children and their
families through provision and creation of op-
portunities for education, clean water, health fa-
cilities and nutrition. After the shows, visits to
galleries were arranged for orphan children and
their mothers to encourage them to explore their
inborn skills for drawing, painting and to create
some artwork. Children and families and other
guests appreciated solo exhibition “Beauty Alt
Atrocity” of Ayisha Arshad Shahnawaz, PNCA’s
permanent collection of artworks and paintings
of renowned artists and legends of Visual Arts
Sadquain, Masood Kohari, Mian Ejazul Hassan,
Jamil Nagsh, Fouzia Minnullah, Haji Sharif, Za-
hoor ul Ikhlagq, A.R Chughtai, Mian Sallahudin,
Guljee, Amin Guljee, etc.

The shows were successful and received great
applause. Mothers urged PNCA to arrange such
activities in future as well for provision of mes-
sage-oriented entertainment for their children and
themselves. They lauded efforts of PNCA & SIF for
their support. In Future, PNCA will plan a series
of these shows in collaboration with other organi-
zations for the less privileged and general public to
bring smiles on their faces, to educate them and to
promote puppetry art in Pakistan.



Police Malpractice

HERE is a perception that the crime statistics in Pakistan

are not an accurate representation of the crimes commit-

ted, since so many criminal acts go unreported. However,
it has been found that even the crimes that are reported often
go officially unreported, leading to a false misrepresentation of
the reality of crime in major cities. The recent reports on the
malpractice around statistics by the Lahore Police is a glaring ex-
ample of this practice. According to inside officials, complaints to
the police had gone unreported as the police allegedly manipulat-
ed them to demonstrate a lower crime rate.
According to the record now, citizens from all divisions of Lahore
had filed 16,533 complaints between January to the end of Octo-
ber of this year in all six divisions under the jurisdiction of the La-
hore police. All the complaints pertained to crimes that have been
on an alarming rise, including acts of vehicle snatching, theft,
robbery and banditry. Now, with the developments on initiating
further accountability of the police, including the transfer of the
entire police high command of the provincial capital in a massive
reshuffle, those 16000 applications, which had been turned down
in ten months, are being registered at this time.
There has already been a lot of literature and criticism of the
police with regards to the difficulty of encouraging reporting of
crimes. A vast number of crimes go unreported, due to the per-
ception of the police station being an unfriendly place for victims,
or the FIR being a useless procedure. News reports like these,
which show that even when the victims go through the trouble of
visiting a police station, their complaints go unregistered, can be
extremely damaging to what is already a poor state of affairs.
This is made more unfortunate by the fact that this is not a new
problem in response to the pressure put on the police due to ris-
ing crime—the issue of ignoring complaints has a colloquial term
attached to it in the police circles itself, known as “burking”, or
fudging of statistics to present a safer picture of the city.
These actions will only increase the crime rates of the major cit-
ies, which are already at alarming levels. More than that, it is the
fundamental right of citizens enshrined in the constitution of Pa-
kistan to report to the police for the recovery of stolen items. The
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Reserve Injection

N Monday, the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) signed

an agreement with the Saudi Fund for Development

(SFD) to receive $3 billion, which will be placed in
the SBP’s account with an aim to improve foreign exchange
reserves. This agreement was reached last month during
the visit of Prime Minister Imran Khan to KSA.
The expected inflows from Saudi Arabia will boost our forex
reserves to $25.77 billion in addition to taking off some pres-
sure on the rupee. In fact, reports indicated that stocks went
up significantly following the announcement of the agree-
ment with investors making long shot rate-cut bets with the
threat of the new Covid variant looming large. It is evident
that this deal is beneficial for us in the immediate term, how-
ever there are concerns over the interest rate of the loan
which has been kept confidential. Banking sources are of the
belief that the rate is higher than the global market which
will prove to be an issue for the servicing of this loan. More-
over, it is not an ideal precedent to set where a loan is being
agreed to without the details being made public.
While this deal signifies the strong ties we have with Saudi
Arabia and could further help augment the economic rela-
tionship, it is important to remember that such cooperation
is extremely vulnerable to the vicissitudes of bilateral rela-
tions. This was witnessed in 2018 when relations between
the two countries deteriorated and Islamabad was asked to
return $2 billion worth of deposits.
At the same time, given our current economic struggles, we
did not have a lot of other options to consider and are in dire
need of assistance given the strict guidelines of the IMF plan
we must adhere to. So, for now this is a welcome develop-
ment as it will also help us cope with the adverse shocks of
the pandemic. However, going forward, we cannot continue
to bank on such external support as it is not a sustainable
policy and there is a need to build internal capacity to absorb

government needs to take this malpractice extremely seriously.

economic shocks and be more independent.

Iran and Shanghai
Cooperation Organization

Dr. M Akram Zaheer

China had reservations
about Iran’s
membership, which
had always taken a hard
line against the United
States, and China did
not want to give the
impression to the
international community
that the SCO was an
organization aimed
at competing with
the United States

HE Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion is an organization led by China
and Russia with the participation
of some regional countries. Iran has been
participating in the SCO since 2005 as an
observer. It also has applied for full mem-
bership several times. It took more than
15 years for the endorsement of its perma-
nent membership. Iran’s frustration with

the United States prompted him to join
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. In

addition, Afghanistan’s neighboring coun-
tries, including Iran, pay close attention to
the country’s situation.

In fact, they are trying to prevent large
numbers of jihadists from entering Afghan-
istan, which might pose a threat and harm
to regional countries particularly. The fight
against terrorism is also one of the key is-
sues of the SCO. By joining the SCO or
strengthening counter-terrorism cooper-
ation within the SCO framework, Iran will
maximize its regional worth and security.
Iran has long been isolated by some West-
ern countries, led by the United States.
Washington continues to impose sanc-
tions on Iran. Although US President Joe
Biden’s administration has promised to
restore the Iran nuclear deal, he has done
nothing about lifting sanctions yet.

The new Iranian president, Ibrahim Rai-
si, and his government have no illusions
about improving Iran-US relations, and
Raisi has repeatedly agreed to work with
China and Russia. Due to the Iranian
nuclear issue, the West has long consid-
ered Iran a doubtful and insecure to the
international community. After the join-
ing with the SCO; Iran will avoid such
diplomatic and political isolation to the
point of sightlessness.

This means that Iran’s recognition as an
important country of the region by some
major powers will to bring significant po-
litical benefits for it. In terms of security,
the SCO’s counter-terrorism efforts are
much significant. Now Iran is a member of
the SCO, it will cooperate in intelligence
sharing and coordination with other mem-
ber states. It will also serve as a strong de-
terrent to the possible spread of extrem-
ism in the future of Afghanistan.

Moscow has stated that Tehran plays
important role in the region and works
closely with SCO. According to the Teh-
ran Times, during a telephone conversa-
tion between Chinese State Councilor and

Foreign Minister Wang Yi and Iranian For-
eign Minister Hussein Amir Abdullahian,
Abdullahian thanked Wang for support-
ing Iran’s permanent membership in the
SCO. On the other hand, China has been
little bit cautious of Iran’s entry into the
SCO because US-Iran tension.
China had reservations about Iran’s
membership, which had always taken a
hard line against the United States, and
China did not want to give the impression
to the international community that the
SCO was an organization aimed at com-
peting with the United States. But, Bei-
jing also hopes that Tehran would achieve
peaceful coexistence with the Washing-
ton and never provide any chance to the
United States for incitements. China and
Iran have formally signed a 25-year long-
term cooperation agreement in March,
reflecting China’s desire to strengthen
cooperation in various fields. Now Iran
has become a member of the SCO, then
strengthening ties with Iran is not a bad
option for China.
This situation means that China and Russia
have built up consensus on the regional is-
sues. But it may take some time to complete
all the procedures. Against the backdrop of
the confrontation between China and the
United States and between Russia and the
United States, it would be a tendency for
China, Russia and Iran to strengthen their
cooperation and alliance.
These three countries are much impor-
tant to the region. Their solidarity, es-
pecially cooperation through the SCO
platform, will serve as a counterbalance
or deterrent for the United States. The
newly appointed foreign minister of Iran
Hossein Amir-Abdullahian welcomed the
endorsement and states that “important
impact of on the process of Iran’s compre-
hensive cooperation in the lines with its
neighborhood and Asia centered policy”.
- akramzaheer86@yahoo.com

Britain 1s exploiting refugees
to fuel right-wing nationalism

Nafees Mahmud

Home Secretary Priti
Patel wants to push
migrant boats back to
France using jet skis
and wave machines.
The government’s
own lawyers have told
her this contravenes
international maritime
law. She insists it
will go ahead

HAT would you do if you'd been ex-

posed for corruption and making false

promises, were declining in populari-
ty, and looked utterly incompetent, arrogant,
and weak? If you were the right-wing, nationalist,
British Conservative government you’d fabricate
a ‘crisis’ out of people doing what you’d think
capitalists like them ordinarily approve of: seek-
ing a better life for oneself. The problem is, of
course, that the people doing this happen to be
from poorer countries and have darker complex-
ions. Therefore, according to the government,
they are not human beings escaping poverty and
persecution; rather, they are scroungers looking
for a free ride and to burden our public servic-
es — “not genuine asylum seekers” as the home
secretary has falsely claimed.
The government’s strategy is simple: when all
else fails, appeal to a ‘patriotic duty ~ to ‘protect
borders’. Sensationalist and disproportionate me-
dia coverage from their right-wing, nationalist ac-

complices in newspapers like The Sun, Express
and Daily Mail ensure the minds of the masses
are sufficiently hypnotised to believe migration is
the number one threat facing the country.

The government wants to protect our borders
from what, exactly? Yes, this year there has been
a fourfold increase in the number of people en-
tering the UK via the English Channel, bringing
the total up to 25,000. But let’s put that number
in perspective. This is a country of 67 million,
where there are now one million job vacancies,
a labour shortage and more people leaving than
coming to the country. We need more people.
Yet in Britain if you aren’t rich or white (prefera-
bly both) you aren’t considered a person. So it’s
easy to regain support no matter how corrupt
and incompetent you are by demonising and re-
jecting refugees of colour.

People crossing the English Channel is not a ‘cri-
sis’. What is, though, is the refusal to help them;
also, the fabrication of a narrative that there is
no space for them and they must be sent back to
France, a ‘safe’ country. France is not a safe coun-
try for refugees. At the hands of the police they
face harassment, abuse, confiscation of meagre
possessions, destruction of tents and obstruction
of humanitarian assistance — followed by denial
from the state that this is even happening.

While the UK refuses to open up legal, safe
routes for refugees, we see a growing number of
them dying while crossing the water. Yet there’s
still no let up in the government’s callous nar-
rative. For Conservatives, the more hostile to
refugees they can be, the more they will gain
support by right-wing nationalists who are will-
ing to ignore all their other failures. This is why
over the last few months we've seen unhelpful
and inhumane policies proposed — as well as ac-
tions taken — for dealing with the situation.
Home Secretary Priti Patel wants to push mi-
grant boats back to France using jet skis and
wave machines. The government’s own lawyers
have told her this contravenes international mar-
itime law. She insists it will go ahead.

Britain has just sent troops to Poland’s border

with Belarus out of fear some migrants will at-
tempt to enter the UK. Some of these are Yazidi
refugees whose lives were shattered by Daesh
and have since been living in Iraqi refugee tents
recently affected by devastating fires.
The UK recognised a desperate need to help
them when they were attacked by Daesh in Iraq
in 2014 — an attack regarded as a genocide. It
began a military operation in northern Iraq
(which still continues). While the UK was willing
to spend money on air strikes to help Yazidis in
2014, now, strangely, it is spending money to ob-
struct them. The troops it has sent to Poland are
now said to be supplying “engineering support”,
i.e. building fences and walls to deny some of the
world’s most vulnerable a chance of a better life.
Then, creeping higher up the fascist scale,
there has been talk of imitating the Australian
policy of detaining asylum seekers in offshore
processing centres — Albania and the Falklands
have been suggested — which the UN and In-
ternational Criminal Court say violate human
rights and amount to torture. One MP said in-
ternational law should be overridden because
the UK is a “sovereign country”.
Britain is also shooting itself in the foot by not accept-
ing refugees. Those coming here can be given jobs,
training and support, which would help rebalance
an economy hit hard by Covid-19. There are many
examples of recent refugees creating successful busi-
nesses here, including Dama Cheese, a brand of hal-
loumi set up by Syrian refugee RazanAlsous. For the
government, the more asylum seekers that cross the
channel to the UK in the coming months, the better.
This will allow for the continuation of Britain’s dip-
lomatic tussle with France, which is nothing more
than theatrics for an audience of anti-EU support-
ers. It will also be sensationalised to dominate
media and political narratives. This serves to not
only distract from recent corruption scandals but
also provide cover for any upcoming malfeasance
they won’t want people to know about.
— Nafees Mahmud is a freelance
journalist who has written for the
Guardian and Middle East Eye.

Why MBZ’s visit could
mark the start of a new era

Kadir Ustun

The UAE’s pulling
back from the
Yemen war - whose
humanitarian cost has
become a key issue
in Washington - is
another testament to
his flexible outlook
when he feels the
tide might be turning.
MBZ must realise
that there is no need
to clash with Turkey
on regional issues for
ideological reasons,
since Turkey is also
open to pragmatic
cooperation.

US disengagement
from the Middle East,
alongside Russia’s
increased influence
in countries such
as Syria, is another
factor in the regional
realignments

HE recent visit by Abu

Dhabi Crown Prince Mo-

hammed bin Zayed (MBZ)
to Turkey highlights the ongoing
recalibration of Ankara’s foreign
policy in the Middle East.
Turkey and the UAE have been
locked in a struggle for regional
influence for years, supporting op-
posite sides in conflict zones such
as Libya and Syria. Relations soured
during the Arab Spring, when
Turkey supported the uprisings
against authoritarian rulers, while
the UAE and Saudi Arabia led the
counter-revolution. Ankara has also
held suspicions about the UAE’s in-
volvement in the 2016 failed coup
attempt in Turkey, and after Saudi
Arabia and the UAE cut relations
with Qatar in 2017, Turkey became
a key lifeline for Doha.
Now, after a decade of clashing vi-
sions and regional competition,
MBZ’s visit to the Turkish capital
could herald a new era - one defined
by cooperation rather than confron-
tation. But what has led to this ap-
parent change of heart in Ankara?
A key reason is the agreement early
this year between Qatar and neigh-
bouring Arab states, which official-
ly ended the fouryear Gulf crisis.
During the blockade, Turkey sent
necessary supplies and security
forces to Qatar, bolstering its ability
to withstand the isolation imposed
by Saudi Arabia, the UAE and their
allies. By ending the blockade, the
deal in January removed one of the
major points of conflict for Ankara
and Abu Dhabi.
Both Turkey and the UAE might
also have realised that neither ben-
efits from regional confrontation.
After Turkey intervened in Lib-
ya to support the UN-recognised
government in Tripoli, while the
UAE supported renegade general
KhalifaHaftar, a military stalemate

emerged. A political process is now
underway, and the upcoming elec-
tions in December, however flawed,
could set the country on a path to-
wards stability.
While there is always a risk of the
civil war reigniting, Turkey is com-
mitted to the government’s surviv-
al, and the UAE has little to gain by
playing the role of spoiler. Turkish
intervention also keeps Russian in-
fluence at bay, which is Washington’s
preference - further incentive for the
UAE to come to an understanding
with Turkey, rather than trying to
undermine its efforts in Libya.
Another driver of the rapproche-
ment concerns the lopsided econom-
ic impacts of the Covid-19 pandemic.
Turkey has struggled to contain the
pandemic’s financial effects, and
the plummeting lira has made life
increasingly difficult for many fami-
lies. In contrast, the UAE’s economy
remains strong amid high oil prices.
There has been much emphasis in
recent days on Emirati investments
in Turkey, with Abu Dhabi reportedly
ready to invest billions - a much-need-
ed cash injection that would further
strengthen ties. All of this will have
regional implications. Speaking to
the Turkish state broadcaster TRT,
the Emirati industry minister, Sultan
Ahmed al-Jaber, noted: “This visit
comes at a time when the UAE and
Turkey are working together on a vi-
sion of a more peaceful, stable and
prosperous future for the region.”
MBZ is a pragmatic player, despite
his deep distaste for the Muslim
Brotherhood and Iran. He must
feel that the Muslim Brotherhood is
much less of a “threat” these days,
and with the Biden administration
in the US seeking a nuclear agree-
ment with Iran, it is wise for him to
reach out to other regional players,
such as Turkey.
The UAE’s pulling back from the
Yemen war - whose humanitarian
cost has become a key issue in Wash-
ington - is another testament to his
flexible outlook when he feels the
tide might be turning. MBZ must re-
alise that there is no need to clash
with Turkey on regional issues for
ideological reasons, since Turkey is
also open to pragmatic cooperation.
US disengagement from the Middle
East, alongside Russia’s increased
influence in countries such as Syria,
is another factor in the regional rea-
lignments. While the US maintains
interests in the region, Washington
is shying away from providing a vi-
sion according to which regional
players can position themselves,
bolstering the need for intra-region-
al dialogues and adjustments.
For Turkey and the UAE, the ques-
tion remains as to how far this
emerging realignment can be so-
lidified. Serious differences persist
between Turkey on one side and
Egypt, Israel and Greece on the oth-
er over the Eastern Mediterranean.
The UAE has strong ties with Egypt
and has already normalised relations
with Israel. What would be the UAE’s
position if tensions were to increase
in the Eastern Mediterranean, or if
civil war returns to Libya? Can Tur-
key and the UAE compartmentalise
such issues and continue deepening
their economic ties? They certainly
have strong reasons to do so.
— Kadir Ustun is executive
director at the SETA
Foundation, Washington, DC.
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Briefs

FroMm Pace 01

load is recorded for tracking
purposes. The meeting was
briefed that significant suc-
cess has been achieved to
control illegal petrol smug-
gling and operations against
hoarders. The meeting was
attended by Federal Minis-
ters Sheikh Rashid Ahmed,
Muhammad Hammad
Azhar, Makhdoom Khus-
ro Bakhtiar, Syed Fakhar
Imam, Asad Umar, Advi-
sor Finance Shaukat Fayaz
Tarin, Advisor Commerce
Abdul Razaq  Dawood,
SAPM Dr. Shehbaz Gill,
Governor State Bank, Chair-
man FBR, senior civil and
military officers.

PM directs
to expedite
work on...

From Pace 01

The Prime Minister high-
lighted that continuity of
policies is essential for
long-term projects in order
to achieve maximum bene-
fits for the country. Earlier,
SAPM on CPEC Affairs Mr.
Khalid Mansoor briefed the
meeting about updated sta-
tus of CPEC projects. The
meeting was attended by
Federal Ministers Muham-
mad Hammad Azhar, Ali
Haider Zaidi, Asad Umar,
Advisor Finance Shaukat
Fayaz Tarin, Advisor Com-
merce Abdul Razaq Dawood
and senior officers.

Taliban seek
urgent...

From Pace 01
It further stated that the US
treasury department has
issued general licenses to
support the continued flow
of humanitarian assistance
to the people of Afghanistan
and other activities that sup-
port basic human needs.
During the meeting, the US
officials urged the Taliban
to protect the rights of all
Afghans, uphold and enforce
its policy of general amnesty,
and take additional steps to
form an inclusive and repre-
sentative government.
They also expressed con-
cerns regarding the pres-
ence of Al Qaeda and Daesh
in Afghanistan.
At this, the Taliban reiterat-
ed their pledge to not allow
Afghan soil to be used by an-
yone to threaten any coun-
try. The Taliban expressed
openness to engaging with
the international communi-
ty on full access to educa-
tion and asked for support
in the education sector.

Afghanistan
economic
crisis one...

From Pack 01
withstand the recent shocks
of the Covid-19 pandemic,
droughts and the militant
Islamist group’s takeover,
according to the authors of
the report. The UNDP fore-
cast that per-capita income
in Afghanistan, already the
poorest country in Asia,
would drop to $350 next
year from $500 in 2020,
having already fallen from a
peak of $650 a decade ago.
The economy had relied on
foreign aid, which the UNDP
said accounted for as much
as 80 per cent of budget
expenditure. Afghanistan’s
foreign currency reserves,
which amount to almost half
of the country’s $20bn an-
nual GDP, were also frozen
soon after the Islamists took
over this year, prompting a
cash and liquidity crisis.

‘PML-N,
PPP have...

From Pace 01
also be an alternative agen-
da to attract people. He said
instead of having desire to
remove the government, the
two parties need to present
their proposals about reforms.
Earlier, Fawad Ch told that
Federal Cabinet while dis-
cussing the most important
decision on the electronic vot-
ing machine opined that after
amendment in the [election]
laws, it is mandatory for the
Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) to hold all next by-
polls through these machines.
“If elections are not con-
ducted through the EVMs,
there is another opinion that
the government will not be
able to fund ECP,” he said.
The minister said the ECP
should ensure use of the
EVMs in all the next elec-
tions as the Parliament had
given mandate in this regard.

2th Chairman JCSC Open
Golf Champlonshlp starts

DNA

KARACHI: 12th Chairman
JCSC Open Golf Champi-
onship is being held from
1-4 December at Karachi
Golf Club (KGC) under the
arrangements of Servic-
es Sports Control Board,
Joint Services Headquar-
ters in collaboration with
Pakistan Navy.

The Services Sports Con-
trol Board is committed
for promotion of sports in
the country at all levels.
Around 400 professionals,
amateur, veterans, juniors
and ladies are competing
in this event. Organization

of this mega event will not
only promote the game all
across Pakistan but will
also provide a platform to
all professional and ama-
teur players to outshine
in the sport. The premier
Prize money for the Cham-
pionship is Rupees 10 Mil-
lion which is the highest
ever prize money. Other
prizes include Cars, Heavy
bikes and LEDs.

Leading sponsors of this
mega event are Engro Cor-
poration Pakistan & AAA
Associates. In addition;
Bank of Punjab, Askari Com-
mercial Bank, Avari Hotels
and The Fruit Nations have
also contributed to make

4 Opening Ceremony of the Championship
was held today at KGC and President
Services Sports Control Board

this event a success.
Opening Ceremony of the
Championship was held to-
day at KGC and President
Services Sports Control
Board, Rear Admiral Abdul
Basit Butt was the Chief
Guest. Besides the spon-
sors and official dignitaries;
the ceremony was also at-
tended by renowned profes-
sional and amateur players.
In the end, the Chief Guest
Rear Admiral Abdul Basit
Butt thanked all the organ-
izers especially Pakistan
Navy, KGC and sponsors for
providing all out support in
organizing this event at Ka-
rachi and formally declared
the Championship open.

Stosur watching how
Peng’s ‘story’ unfolds

SYDNEY: Former US Open champion Sam Stosur said
she hoped China’s Peng Shuai was safe and well and
that the tour and players were waiting to see how the
“terrible story” unfolds. The whereabouts of Peng, a
former doubles world number one, became a matter
of international concern for nearly three weeks
after she posted a

message on social

media alleging that  China’s
former Vice-Premier
Zhang Gaoli had
sexually assaulted
her. Cur rent and
former tennis
players, including
Naomi Osa- ka, Serena
Williams and Billie Jean
King, joined the calls seek-
ing to confirm she was safe.
World number one Novak Djokovic
said it would be strange to hold
tournaments 4 in China
unless the ,»' “horrific”

situa-/ tion  was
resolved. “It’s a ter-
rible story, £ what s
unfolding | with Peng-
Shuai,” Stosur told
Australian media. “We
played many, many times
on Tour. All the players  know

who she was as she has won Grand
Slams and been number one in the world in doubles.
“From the players’ point of view and the Tour, we just
want her to be safe and hopefully everything is OK,
but things are unfolding and we just have to wait and
see how that plays out.” Last month, Peng had a video
call with International Olympic Committee President
Thomas Bach but the Women’s Tennis Association
said it did not address or alleviate concerns about her
health and safety. Senior IOC member Dick Pound
denied the organisation vouched for Peng’s safety to
avoid angering 2022 Olympics host Beijing. - DNA

-

Shaheen, Hasan achieve
career-high Test rankings

Sport DESK

DUBALI: Fast bowler Shaheen Afridi has
made it to the top five of the MRF Tyres
ICC Men'’s Test Player Rankings for the
first time in his career after a fine show
in the first Test against Bangladesh
which Pakistan won by eight wickets.
The 2l-yearold leftarmer, who
grabbed seven wickets including a haul
of five for 32 in the second innings of
the Chittagong Test, has moved up
three places to fifth position after
overtaking James Anderson, Kagi-
soRabada and Neil Wagner.

Shaheen’s new-ball partner Hasan Ali
too is at a career-best position after
finishing with a similar seven-wicket
match haul that included a five-for in the
first innings. Hasan has advanced five
places to 11th place. His previous best
in Tests was 14th, reached in May this
year. Pakistan’s opening batters were
not the ones to be left behind. Abid Ali
may have missed out on a century in
each innings but his scores of 133 and
91 helped him shoot up 27 slots to a ca-
reer-best 20th position while Abdullah
Shafique enters the rankings at 83rd
with scores of 52 and 73.

Other Rankings:

For Bangladesh, Mushfiqur Rahim is
up four places to 19th with scores of
91 and 16 while Liton Das has moved
up 26 places to a career-best 3lst
position after accruing 114 and 59.
Left-arm spinner Taijul Islam has pro-
gressed two places to 23rd after an
eight-wicket match haul that included
seven scalps in the first innings.

India and New Zealand had quite a few
performances from either side that re-
flect in the latest weekly update that
also includes the first Test between
Sri Lanka and the West Indies at Galle,
which the host side won by 187 runs.
Debutant Shreyaslyer’s Player of the
Match effort of 105 and 65 helped him
enter the rankings in 74th position
while opener Shubman Gill (up six plac-
es to 66th) and WriddhimanSaha (up
nine places to 99th) also made notable
progress after notching half-centuries.
RavindraJadeja is up two places to
19th among bowlers with five wickets
in the match and is also up one place
to second among all-rounders. Ravi-
chandranAshwin is the third-ranked
all-rounder and 79th among batters.
For New Zealand, Tom Latham’s
knocks of 95 and 52 place him back
in the top 10 as he goes up from 14th
to ninth. Fast bowler Kyle Jamieson is
ninth among bowlers, his three wick-
ets in each innings resulting in a gain

of six places. Tim Southee has gained
15 rating points to reach within one
point of second-placed Ashwin (840)
after his eight-wicket match haul.

Sri Lanka, whose win in their first
match of the ICC Men’s Test Cham-
pionship put them on top of the ta-
ble powered by MRF (on percentage
points), also had some improvements
after the Galle Test.

Captain DimuthKarunaratne’s Play-
er of the Match effort of 147 and 83
has lifted him four places to seventh,
just one below his career-best sixth
position attained in August 2019.
Former captains Angelo Mathews
(up two places to 23rd) and Dinesh
Chandimal (up four places to 46th)
have also advanced.

Left-arm spinners LasithEmbuldeniya
(up four places to 37th) and Praveen
Jayawickrama (up six places to 44th)
and off-spinner Ramesh Mendis (up
28 places to 57th) have improved in
the rankings for bowlers.

The thrilling draw in Kanpur between
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ISLAMABAD Chalrman Senate, Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani exchanging views w1th
Totuiaev Ulanbek Asankulovich, ambassador of Kyrgyzstan to Pakistan. — DNA

Germany beat Brita_in_ toreach
Davis Gup semi-finals

Germany only needed one match point with Puetz firing an unstoppable return down
the line to spark celebrations among the players and support staff even if there
were no fans inside the Olympiahalle because of Austria’s COVID-19 lockdown

INNSBRUCK: Germany duo Kevin
Krawietz and Tim Puetz sent their
country into the Davis Cup semifi-
nals as they beat British pair Joe Salis-
bury and Neal Skupski in a tense dou-
bles decider to earn a 2-1 victory on
Tuesday. Their 7-6(10) 7-6(5) win in
Innsbruck sealed a remarkable come-
back for the Germans, who avenged
their defeat at the same stage of the
competition by Britain in 2019. Dan
Evans had given Britain the lead by
thrashing Peter Gojowczyk 62 6-1
in the first singles. But Jen-Lennard
Struff then kept Germany alive in the
last-eight clash with an inspired per-
formance to defeat world number 12
Cameron Norrie. Struff won 7-6(6)
36 62 to send the tie into the de-
ciding doubles rubber which proved
a nervejangling affair. The German
pair saved four set points on their way
to winning the first set in a remarka-
ble tiebreak in which they claimed it
on their fourth set point.

They were then 5-0 down in the sec-
ond tiebreak of the match but reeled
off seven consecutive points to seal
the win and set up a semi-final against

either Russia or Sweden in Madrid.
Germany only needed one match
point with Puetz firing an unstop-
pable return down the line to spark
celebrations among the players and
support staff even if there were no
fans inside the Olympiahalle because
of Austria’s COVID-19 lockdown. “It’s
great, it's an unbelievable feeling,”
Germany captain Michael Kohlmann
said. “We had super team chemistry.”
Krawietz, twice a French Open dou-
bles champion, said: “I am super hap-

py that we're going to Madrid.
“The box was unbelievably loud - it
pushed us a lot and super happy to
make it to the semifinals.”

While Krawietz and Puetz took the
plaudits, it was Struff’s performance
that proved crucial. The powerful
world number 51 came out firing
against the walllike Norrie and used
his huge groundstrokes and booming
serve to move into a 4-1 ahead. But
Norrie, who made his debut at the
ATP Finals after a remarkable year,

Man Utd co-chairman
Glazer buys UAE
T20 franchise

DUBAI: Manchester United co-chairman Avram Glazer
has acquired a franchise in the United Arab Emirates'
inaugural T20 Cricket League, the Emirates Cricket
Board said on Wednesday. The Glazer family, who also
own National Football League (NFL) team Tampa Bay
Buccaneers, have made their first foray into cricket
by acquiring one of the six franchises in the league
through their company Lancer Capital.

A member of the Glazer family was also among the bidders
when two new Indian Premier League (IPL) franchises
were unveiled in October but was unsuccessful with a bid.
read more "I am very excited to be a part of UAE T20 at its
formation. UAE T20 promises to be a world class event that
will be transformative to the growth of cricket in the Emir-
ates," Glazer said in a statement. The newly established
tournament with six franchise teams is set to be staged
across the UAE in February and March next year. - DNA

PDM to

decide
strategy...

FroMm PacGe 01

the opposition alliance will de-
cide on a long march, Lahore
march and tendering resigna-
tions from assemblies. A ses-
sion will be held in Islamabad
with Maulana Fazlur Rehman
in the chair, he said. In a pre-
vious meeting, the opposition
alliance Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM) had an-
nounced to launch ‘Mehngai’
march in provincial capitals
before going ahead with a long
march towards Islamabad.
The decision was taken at
the summit session of the
Pakistan Democratic Move-
ment (PDM), convened on an
urgent basis by the alliance’s
president, Maulana Fazlur
Rehman, to discuss the strat-
egy of the alliance for a joint
sitting of the Parliament.
The opposition alliance
had decided to launch the
‘Mehngai’ march or Infla-
tion march in all provinces.
‘Mehngai’ marches would
be held in Quetta, Pesha-
war, Lahore and Karachi.

OIC envoys
briefed on
proposed...

FroMm PacGe 01

people faced “crisis levels of
hunger” and that the situation
was getting worse every day.
The risk of acute malnutrition,
especially amongst women
and children, was increasing
in addition to internal dis-
placement. The Foreign Sec-
retary further stressed that
apotential economic collapse
could not be ruled out.

“This would not only be a
humanitarian tragedy but
also exacerbate the securi-
ty situation, spur instabili-
ty,and lead to a mass exo-
dus of refugees. This would
have grave consequences
for international peace and
stability,” he added. The
Foreign Secretary empha-
sized that as the collective
voice of the Islamic Ummah,
the OIC can and must play
its part in helping address
the wurgent humanitarian
and economic needs of our
Afghan brethren. In addi-
tion, he underlined, OIC’s
leadership could help gal-
vanize other international
actors to come forward and
extend a helping hand to
the Afghan people currently
in dire need of international
support and solidarity.
Please use the sharing tools
found via the share button
at the top or side of articles.
Copying articles to share with
others is a breach of FT.com
Té&Cs and Copyright Policy.
Email licensing@ft.com to buy
additional rights. Subscribers
may share up to 10 or 20 ar-
ticles per month using the gift
article service. More informa-
tion can be found at https://
www.ft.com/tour.

Pakistan
elected
G77 chair

FroMm PacGe 01

As the new chair, “Pakistan
hopes to collaborate with
members of the group to
promote a common devel-
opment agenda for develop-
ing countries that includes
debt restructuring, redis-
tribution of the 650 billion
new special drawing rights
(SDR) to developing coun-
tries, and larger concession-
al financing,” Qureshi said.
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03105460372
ground his way back into the match RAWALPINDI
and won five of the next six games -
to serve for the first set. Struff broke Asim News Agency
back though and then saved two set 03435802610
points in the tiebreak from 4-6 down
before edging a tense opener with PESHAWAR
a backhand winner on a set point of -
his own. Norrie quickly re-grouped Zarbagh News Agency
to level the match and set up a de- 03005412069
ciding set. It looked as though Struff
was tiring as he was forced to battle
to hold serve early in the decider but FAISALABAD
he broke Norrie’s serve for a 4-2 lead Ishfaq Mughal
and then held his own with an ace. 03007689850
He then made it four games in a row
to break Norrie’s serve again and seal JEHLUM
victory. While the second singles was —_—
a ferocious scrap, the first had been Iqrash News Agency
all too easy for Evans who won in 55 03005412069
minutes. The Evans win proved the
high point of the day for 2015 champi-
ons Britain who will wonder how they . M
let the tie slip. “They played well at Ijaz News Agency
the end of the second-set tiebreak, but
we didn’t,” Salisbury, twice a doubles 03068863870
Grand Slam champion, told report-
ers. “I mean, we’re 5-0 up, we should SARA-I-ALMAGIR
win the tiebreak, simple as that. We 0300 5428178
lost seven points in a row. — APP
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NEW YORK: United States
Representative Ilhan Omar
has played a racist, death-
threat laden voicemail left
for her after fellow legisla-
tor Lauren Boebert refused
to publicly apologise for a
video in which she called
Omar a member of the “ji-
had squad” and likened her
to a suicide bomber.

In a news conference on
Tuesday, Omar called on
Republican leadership,
who have so far declined
to punish Boebert over the
comments, to stand up to
“anti-Muslim hate” and to
“hold those who perpetuate
it accountable”.

“We see you, you Muslim
sand n***** p****” hegan
the voicemail.

“Don’t worry, there are
plenty who would love the
opportunity to take you
off the face of this f******
earth,” the caller contin-
ued. “You will not live much
longer b**** 1 can almost
guarantee you that.”

Omar said she received the
call on Monday, hours after
Boebert, in a phone call, re-
fused to apologise publicly
for her comments, which
were captured on a video
that emerged last week.

In the footage, Boebert de-
scribed encountering Omar
at the US Capitol and being
relieved she “doesn’t have a
backpack”, in an apparent
reference to Omar possibly
carrying a bomb.

Boebert last week apolo-
gised “to anyone in the Mus-
lim community I offended”,
but did not directly refer to
Omar.

Lithuania
mulls state of
emergency

VILNIUS: Lithuania’s gov-
ernment said on Wednesday
it would ask parliament to
declare a state of emergen-
cy on its border with Poland
from Dec. 10 as part of ef-
forts to prevent the smug-
gling of migrants.

The state of emergency
would include border checks
focusing on “suspicious ve-
hicles”, Interior Minister
Agne Bilotaite said.

Poland currently provides
the only checksfree route
from Lithuania and Latvia
to Germany, the destination
for many migrants who have
arrived in the region via Be-
larus in recent months.
Lithuanian prosecutors are
pursuing 60 cases of illegal
smuggling of people and
new smuggler “networks”
are being established, the
Interior Ministry said.

“We see attempts by our own
organised crime groups to
work with Belarusian crim-
inals to organise the smug-
gling,” Bilotaite told report-
ers ahead of a government
meeting. “We need to stop
this secondary migration
from gaining momentum.”
The government is also to
ask parliament on Friday to
extend an existing state of
emergency on Lithuania’s
border with Belarus and at
camps hosting migrants who
arrived from there.— APP

Omicron

variant
reaches KSA

AGENCIES

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia has
recorded the Gulf’s first con-
firmed case of the Omicron
variant of the coronavirus
in a citizen returning from
North Africa, a health min-
istry official said Wednes-
day. The strain, which was
first announced by South
Africa but has since been
discovered to have been
present earlier in Europe,
has prompted governments
around the globe to reim-
pose travel restrictions,
despite warnings from the
World Health Organization
this could do more harm
than good.

“One case of the Omicron
variant has been detected in
the kingdom - it was a citi-
zen coming from a North Af-
rican country,” the ministry
official told the state SPA
news agency.

“He has been put in isola-
tion, as have his contacts,
and the necessary health
measures have been taken.”
Saudi Arabia last week
halted flights from seven
southern African countries,
mirroring similar moves by
other government, but trav-
el links with North Africa
have remained unaffected.

BAKU: Federal Minister for Defense Production of Pakistan Zobaida Jalal meets minister of Internal Affairs of the Republic of
Azerbaijan Vilayat Eyvazov in Baku. — DNA

expresses strong support
for Ukraine’s sovereignty

“We remain committed to Bosnia Herzegovina as a single country. We call everyone
to do the reforms necessary to keep this unity and to reform the electoral law”

Russia would not
de-escalate: Krembln

AGENCIES

BRUSSELS: EU foreign policy chief Josep
Borrell reaffirmed on Wednesday the Euro-
pean Union’s strong support for Ukraine’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity. “I want
to stress for the European Union, the terri-
torial integrity and sovereignty of Ukraine
is above anything,” Borrell told reporters
on the way to NATO foreign ministers meet-
ing in Riga, Latvia’s capital.

“We will be standing firmly and decisively
with a grain in front of any attempt to un-
dermine its territorial integrity and sover-
eignty,” he added.

He also warned that the EU and NATO
must prepare for all kinds of scenarios, in-
cluding Russia’s potential use of aggression
against the country, “to make sure we have
a strong response.”

He explained that he would discuss the con-
cerning situation in the Western Balkans
with top NATO diplomats.

“We remain committed to Bosnia Herzego-
vina as a single country. We call everyone
to do the reforms necessary to keep this
unity and to reform the electoral law,” Bor-
rell pointed out, referring to the country’s
political crisis stemming from the separatist

intentions of Bosnian Serbian leader Milo-
rad Dodik.

He also called on Kosovo and Serbia to re-
sume talks since there was “no other way
to stabilize the situation.” The tension be-
tween the neighboring countries has risen
over a dispute of border crossings and li-
cense plates since late September.

Top NATO diplomats gathered on Monday
to discuss the most pressing security issues
for the alliance, including Russia’s military
buildup in and around Ukraine, the Belarus
border crisis, and the situation in the West-
ern Balkans.

After the first day of their meeting, NATO
Secretary-General Jens Stoltenberg warned
that “aggression against Ukraine would
come at a high price and have serious politi-
cal and economic consequences for Russia.”

MOSCOW: Russia has said it could not
de-escalate tensions with the West over
Ukraine due to a large concentration of
Ukrainian forces near its border.

“Russia cannot take any measures to de-es-
calate,” Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry
Peskov told reporters on Wednesday.

“We have seen the messages that more
than 120,000 Ukrainian troops have been
deployed to the conflict zone. This raises
our fears that sentiments in Ukraine in fa-
vour of a military solution to the Donbass
problem could prevail,” Peskov said.

“This is very dangerous adventurism. All
this causes us deep concern because this
is happening in the immediate vicinity of
our borders.”

Meanwhile, President Vladimir Putin has
said that Moscow would seek Western
guarantees that would preclude any fur-
ther NATO expansion and deployment of
its weapons near Russia’s borders.
Speaking at a Kremlin ceremony where he

received credentials from foreign ambas-
sadors, Putin emphasised Russia will seek
“strong, reliable and long-term guarantees
of its security.”

Statements from Russia came amid
Ukrainian and Western worries about an
alleged plan by Moscow to invade Ukraine.
Tensions have been soaring in recent
weeks about a Russian troop buildup near
Ukraine, which worried Ukrainian and
Western officials, who saw it as a possible
sign of Moscow’s intention to invade its
ex-Soviet neighbour.

NATO foreign ministers warned Russia on
Tuesday that any attempt to further desta-
bilise Ukraine would be a costly mistake.
The Kremlin has insisted it has no such
intention and has accused Ukraine and its
Western backers of making the claims to
cover up their own allegedly aggressive
designs.

The Kremlin also said its posture is purely
defensive. — Agencies
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LAHORE: President Lahore Chamber of Commerce and Industry Mian
Nauman presenting a souvenir to the Ambassador of Belgium. — DNA

Germany’s ICU capacity at
critical level amid Covid surge

BERLIN: The coronavirus situation in Ger-
many is at its most dire since the pandemic
began last year, the country’s DIVI associ-
ation for emergency medicine warned on
Wednesday.

If the figures continue to increase at this
rate, Germany will see more than 6,000
coronavirus patients in intensive care units
(ICUs) in the next couple of weeks before
the Christmas holiday, the DIVI said in a
statement.

Intensive care doctors urged authorities
to swiftly introduce tougher measures to
reduce physical and social contact and con-
sider a temporary lockdown to contain the

unprecedented rise in new infections.
Many hospitals in Germany’s worst-hit
coronavirus hotspots have run out of beds
in ICUs and postponed all non-critical op-
erations as the country is battling a brutal
fourth wave of the pandemic.

There were 4,636 seriously ill coronavirus
patients in ICUs across the country on
Tuesday, with 2,383 of them on ventilators,
according to the DIVI association.

Despite new restrictions announced by lo-
cal authorities last month, infections remain
high, especially in the country’s eastern and
southern regions, including Saxony, Thurin-
gia, and Bavaria. — Agencies

Baku bids farewell to
Garaheybat martyrs

DNA

BAKU: Servicemen, who were killed in a mil-
itary helicopter crash in Khizi region on No-
vember 30, were buried in the second Alley of
Martyrs in Baku. Earlier, a farewell ceremony
for the servicemen was held at the Sarhadchi
Olympic Sports Center in Baku.

A helicopter of the Azerbaijani State Border
Service departed from the Sangachal air-
field to participate in exercise and crashed
while landing at the Garaheybat training
center, as a result of which 14 were killed
and two wounded.

The status of martyr will be assigned to the
officers killed in the helicopter crash.
Earlier, the Prosecutor-General’'s Office
reported that all possible versions of the
crash are thoroughly checked.

An inspection of the scene was carried out
with the participation of management of the
Prosecutor General’s Office and the State
Border Service, as well as forensic, techni-
cal, fire and medical experts.

At the same time, the deciphering of the
black box with the involvement of the spe-
cialists from the Defence Ministry is cur-
rently underway. A criminal case has been
initiated into the crash.

Turkey won't submit its economic future to IMF

Erdogan also promised additional measures to help low-income citizens
“whose purchasing power has decreased.”

ForeiGgN DEsk

ANKARA: Turkey will never
leave its political and economic
future to the “prescriptions” of
global economic institutions like
the IMF, the country’s president
vowed on Wednesday.

“Turkey will never again submit
its political and economic future
to the prescriptions of global
economic tutelage institutions,
such as the IMF and similar
institutions,” Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan told his Justice and Devel-
opment (AK) Party’s parliamen-
tary group.

Ruling out an economic policy

. based on high interest and low

exchange rates, which he called a
system of exploitation that would
never return to Turkey, Erdogan
said: “Our aim is to build an eco-
nomic structure that will produce
more, earn more, and transfer
what it gains to areas that will
benefit the whole nation and in-
crease welfare and hope.”

Recent jumps in inflation and
losses in the value of the Turk-
ish currency, the lira, have led
opposition parties to attack the
government’s economic policy,
including interest rate cuts.
Erdogan has said the rate cuts
were part of his “new economic
model” and a “war of economic
liberation” for Turkey.

“Interest rates are the reason,

inflation is the result,” Erdogan
has argued repeatedly, pledging

that his policies will lead to high
growth and broad-based pros-
perity. The Turkish president
urged calm among the public,
asking them “not to stray from
common sense” when buying
foreign currency, setting prices,
and shopping.

Erdogan also promised addition-
al measures to help low-income
citizens “whose purchasing pow-
er has decreased.”

On intervention by Turkey’s
Central Bank earlier on Wednes-
day, Erdogan underlined the
bank’s authority to take such
action as it is governed by its
own law.

“It has such a right when such a
thing is necessary. The Central

Bank makes such interventions
and has the right to do so,” he
said. Turkey’s Central Bank on
Wednesday said it has inter-
vened in the market via selling
transactions due to “unhealthy”
price formations in exchange
rates, according to a statement
by the bank.

The announcement came amid
fluctuating foreign exchange
rates.

Following the move, the Turkish
lira gained 6.27% against the US
dollar, reaching 12.65 after a
historic low of 14.05

The Central Bank made its last
direct foreign exchange inter-
vention in January 2014 with a
sale of $3.15 billion.

Dozens
injured
in Sudan
protests

WEB DESK

KHARTOUM: Dozens of
protesters were injured in
protests against the mili-
tary in the Sudanese capi-
tal, Khartoum, according to
medics on Wednesday.

The independent Centers
Doctors’ Committee said
in a statement that police
used tear gas canisters on
Tuesday to disperse pro-
testers against a recent po-
litical deal between Prime
Minister Abdalla Hamdok
and the military.

There was no comment
from the Sudanese authori-
ties on the claim.
Meanwhile, the Forces
of Freedom and Change
(FCC) coalition, which had
shared power with the mil-
itary before last month’s
military takeover, vowed
to continue protests to de-
mand the handover of pow-
er to civilians.

On Oct. 25, Gen. Abdel Fat-
tah al-Burhan, the head of
the ruling military council,
dismissed Hamdok’s transi-
tional government, amid ri-
val protests and accusations
between the military and
politicians.

Ethiopian
army
recaptures
several towns

ADDIS ABABA: Ethiopia
has claimed it has recap-
tured several towns after
Tigrayan rebels took control
of them last week as part of
their advance towards the

capital.
Government  spokesman
Legesse Tulu said on

Wednesday that Ethiopi-
an forces took back towns
nearby capital Addis Aba-
ba, including Shewa Robit
which is around 220 kilo-
metres away.

“In Shewa front, the Meze-
z0, Molale, Shewa Robit,
Rasa and its surroundings
have been freed from the
terrorist TPLF,” Legesse
said in comments broadcast
on state media.

Legesse was referring to
the Tigray People’s Libera-
tion Front group which has
been locked in a war with
Abiy’s government since
November 2020.

He also said the govern-
ment would “in a short pe-
riod of time” retake Dessie
and Lalibela, a UNESCO
World Heritage site that fell
to the rebels in August.
Meanwhile, fighting has
reportedly spread to Debre
Sina, a town located less
than 200 kilometres by road
from Addis Ababa.

The conflict took a sharp
turn around a month ago,
when the TPLF claimed to
have captured the strategic
towns of Dessie and Kom-
bolcha, located on a key
highway to the capital.

Abiy last week announced
he would head to the bat-
tlefield as fighting report-
edly rages on at least three
fronts in the country. — APP

UAE
announces

free Expo
2020 entry

DUBAI: Expo 2020 Dubai
has announced free entry
for all residents and visitors
to mark the UAE National
Day, which falls on Decem-
ber 2. The organisers have
been rolling out a slew of
special passes and offers
since the event kicked off
this year.

“People can use their exist-
ing tickets or turn up on the
day to gain free entry, pro-
vided they follow the COV-
ID-19 measures,” Khaleej
Times reported.

It said that the visitors aged
18 and above are required
to present proof of any vac-
cination or a negative PCR
test taken within the previ-
ous 72 hours.

A four-day slate of world-
class events and immersive
Emirati experiences is set
to mark the Golden Jubilee
of the UAE.

Dubai Expo 2020 is the
largest and most diverse
exhibition in the region
with participation from 192
countries, multilateral or-
ganisations and businesses.
The expo commenced on
October 1 and will last till
March 31, 2022.

Per the official website of
the Dubai Expo, every par-
ticipating country has been
allowed to set up its own
pavilion at the expo for the
first time in history.

The Pakistani pavilion be-
came an instant hit under
the theme of “Pakistan’s
Hidden Treasures”. — APP
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First flight
departs for
KSA after
lifting of
travel han

DNA

ISLAMABAD: After the lift-
ing of the travel ban on Paki-
stan, the first flight had de-
parted for Saudi Arabia from
the Islamabad International
airport on Wednesday. The
passengers were seen-off
by the Saudi Ambassador
Nawaf bin Said Al-Maliki.
According to the details,
after the lifting of travel
restrictions, direct flights
to Saudi Arabia have been
resumed from Pakistan. In
this regard, the first flight
left from Islamabad for Sau-
di Arabia.

Saudi Ambassador to Paki-
stan Nawaf bin Saeed Al-Ma-
liki bade farewell to the pas-
sengers of the first flight of
Saudi Airlines. On the occa-
sion, the Saudi ambassador
met the passengers and pre-
sented them flowers, calling
the move a strengthening of
ties between the two coun-
tries. It may be recalled that
the travel ban imposed by
the KSA on six countries
including  Pakistan has
been lifted from today, after
which travelers from these
countries can now go direct-
ly to Saudi Arabia.

Azerbaijan,
Pakistan
mull military
cooperation

BAKU: Azerbaijan®s Min-
ister of Defense, Colonel
General Zakir Hasanov has
met with a delegation led by
Federal Minister of Defense
Production of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, co-
chair of the Azerbaijan-Pa-
kistan Joint Commission
Zobaida Jalal.

The sides expressed sat-
isfaction with the growing
development of Azerbaija-
ni-Pakistani relations and
the level of strategic part-
nership. They discussed the
main areas of military co-
operation between the two
countries.

The Minister of Defense
informed the delegation in
detail about the work done
in the liberated territories
after the victory gained by
the Azerbaijan Army in the
Patriotic War under the
command of President of
the Republic of Azerbai-
jan, Supreme Command-
er-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces Ilham Aliyev.
Hailing the development
of Azerbaijani-Pakistani
military cooperation, Colo-
nel General Zakir Hasanov
thanked the leadership and
people of Pakistan for sup-
porting Azerbaijan’s fair
position at all levels and
within the international or-
ganizations, as well as for
the moral support provided
to the country.

Govt plans
to reverse

Rs350 bn tax
exemptions

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The govern-
ment has knitted a plan to
withdraw all tax exemptions
in line with the directions of
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF).

Sources said Wednesday
that in accordance with
the plan Schedule 6 of
the Amended Finance Bill
will be withdrawn which
will automatically end tax
exemptions worth Rs350
billion. The petroleum de-
velopment target for the
current year will also be
lowered from Rs600 billion
to Rs350 billion.

There was a strong possibil-
ity that the tax exemptions
on mobile phones, station-
ery and packed food items
may be withdrawn whereas
reversal of sales tax exemp-
tion on zero-rated sector
was also expected.
Businessmen Group Chair-
man Zubair Motiwala while
reacting to the plan said
the withdrawal of Rs350
billion exemption is actu-
ally the tax. National Busi-
nessmen Group Chairman
Mian Zahin Hussain was of
the view that the withdraw-
al of tax exemptions would
have a negative impact on
the economy.
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ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi signing the Protection of Journalists and Media Professionals Bill, 2021 into law, at Aiwan-e-Sadr. — DNA

EU urges countries to
consider mandatory jabs

Von der Leyen said on Wednesday that a common approach on vaccinations at the EU
level is needed - although only individual member states can impose vaccine mandates

Omicron variant in 23
countries: WHO chief

NEews DESK

BRUSSELS: European Commission Pres-
ident Ursula von der Leyen has said it is
time to “think about mandatory vaccina-
tion” amid the fast-spreading Omicron
coronavirus variant.

Von der Leyen said on Wednesday that a
common approach on vaccinations at the
EU level is needed - although only indi-
vidual member states can impose vaccine
mandates.

Meanwhile, Saudi Arabia has confirmed
its first case of the new Omicron coro-
navirus variant as countries tighten re-
strictions on international travel in an
attempt to slow its spread.

Scientists have been scrambling to
learn more about the effects of the Omi-
cron variant, first detected in South Afri-
ca last week.

GENEVA: The new Omicron coronavirus variant has been confirmed in 23 coun-

tries and their number is expected to rise, Director-General of the World Health
Organization (WHO) Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said on Wednesday.

Speaking at a press briefing here, Tedros said the emergence of the Omicron var-

iant has understandably captured global attention. “At least 23 countries from

five of six WHO regions have now reported cases of Omicron and we expect that
number to grow. WHO takes this development extremely seriously,” Tedros dur-

ing a press conference. “WHO takes this development extremely seriously, and so
should every country. But it should not surprise us. This is what viruses do. And

it’s what this virus will continue to do, as we long as we allow it to continue spread-

ing,” he added. Tedros said that WHO is learning more all the time about Omicron,

but there’s still more to learn about its effect on transmission, the severity of dis-

ease, and the effectiveness of tests, therapeutics and vaccines.
Earlier, the head of the UN health agency has criticized “blunt” and “blanket”

measures taken by countries in the past few days to stop the spread of the Omi-

cron variant. — Agencies

It remains unclear where or when the
variant first emerged. But nations have
rushed to impose travel restrictions, es-
pecially on visitors coming from South-
ern Africa, despite the World Health Or-
ganization’s call for “rational” measures
in response to the new strain.

Here are the latest updates:

The World Health Organization warned
a “toxic mix” of low testing rates and
vaccination coverage was creating fertile
breeding ground for new coronavirus
variants.

The WHO said measures to stop the glob-
ally-dominant Delta variant would also
hinder Omicron, first discovered in No-
vember in southern Africa and which has
since rattled countries around the world.
WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus called on countries to optimise their
public health and social measures to con-
trol the spread of COVID-19.

BAKU: Minister of Defence of the Republic of Azerbaijan Zakir Hasanov met with Federal Minister
for Defense Production of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan Zobaida Jalal in Baku. — DNA

Pakistan condemns
killings of two
Kashmiris in Pulwama

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Wednesday strongly condemned
the continued spree of extra-judicial killings in staged en-
counters and fake cordon-and-search-operations in occupied
Jammu and Kashmir by Indian forces who, in the latest such
incident, killed two Kashmiris in Pulwama.

According to a statement by the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, the two Kashmiris were killed in a so-called cor-
don-and-search-operation today. The ministry said that at
least 18 innocent Kashmiris have been killed with impunity
by Indian occupation forces in the past month.

The statement notes that while the fundamental freedoms
of Kashmiris remain suspended, Indian occupation forces
have “further intensified their repression” in Indian-occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir in the past weeks.

Furthermore, the ministry said that extra-judicial killings,
arbitrary arrests, incarceration of hundreds of common
Kashmiris and Hurriyat leaders under the draconian laws
and harassment of Kashmiris at the military check-points
or during the night raids continue with impunity. The state-
ment said that hateful terms such as “hybrid terrorists” and
“white collar terrorists” are used to further demonise them.
“The deteriorating security and human rights situation in
the occupied territory is a matter of grave concern for the
international community,”
ment further said that the visit by Indian ministers, amidst

stated the ministry. The state-

_ all this, to the occupied territory is “another Indian ploy to

divert attention from India’s state-sponsored terrorism and
to project a false sense of normalcy” in IOJK. — Agencies

COMSATS Arts Gallery holds Azerhaijan exhibition

Ambassador Khazar Faradov expressed his pleasure and said that the exhibition was extremely
important to bring awareness on the 2020 Nagorno-Karabakh war. He expressed his gratitude to the
people of Pakistan for constant support during the conflictas a brotherlynation

SAIFULLAH

ISLAMABAD: A photography exhibition
“Azerbaijan- History and Victory” was
inaugurated at COMSATS’ Art Gallery,
COMSATS University Islamabad on Friday.
The exhibition was organized in collabora-
tion with the Embassy of Azerbaijan and
Pakistan Azerbaijan Alumni Association.
Ambassador of the Republic of Azerbaijan,
KhazarFarhadov, inaugurated this exhibi-
tion which showcased 17 photographs cov-
eringthe ‘2020 Nagorno-Karabakh War”
between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

Speaking at the occasion, the Chief Guest
of the event Ambassador KhazarFaradov
expressed his pleasure and said that
the exhibition was extremely important
to bring awareness on the 2020 Na-
gorno-Karabakh war. He expressed his
gratitude to the people of Pakistan for
constant support during the conflictas a
brotherlynation. He acknowledged that

Pakistan was the first country to recog-

nize Azerbaijan and has stood beside
Azerbaijan ever since its inception.

Prof. Shams-ul-Qamar, Incharge Academ-
ics, COMSATS University Islamabad,ex-

pressed his gratification to the Ambassa-
dor of Azerbaijan for choosing COMSATS
University Islamabad for this exhibition.
He said such events promote bilateral
diplomatic relations and understanding be-

tween the people at the grassroot level ul-
timately bringing countries closer. He also
conveyed to the Ambassador the message
of the COMSATS University Rector, Prof.
Dr. Muhammad T. Afzal to further academ-
ic and cultural cooperation between Paki-
stan and Azerbaijan. Dr. Afzal said that the
exchanges and cooperation between the
two brotherly nations in times of peace
should exceed those in the time of war.
Speaking at the occasion, Farrah
Mahmood,Incharge COMSATS Art Gallery
recalled her visit to Baku and admired the
Arts and Crafts of Azerbaijan; especially the
rugs, wood craft and pottery. She admired
the hospitality of the people of Azerbaijan
and the beauty of its landscape.

A documentary on war between Armenia
and Azerbaijan waas also played during the
event which showed the actual footages of
the war scenes as well as nation celebrating
its victory after war. COMSATS Art Gallery
will continue the photo exhibition will till
Friday 3rdDecember, 2021.

Alvi signs
Journalists,
Media
Professionals
Bill 2021

DNA

ISLAMABAD: President Dr.
Arif Alvi has signed into law
the historic Protection of
Journalists and Media Pro-
fessionals Bill 2021 to pro-
tect the rights of journalists
community. A ceremony
to this effect was held at
Aiwan-e-Sadr in Islamabad
Wednesday.

Speaking on the occasion,
President Dr. Arif Alvi ex-
pressed his pleasure over
the consensus developed
on this important piece of
legislation. He said there
is uniformity of views re-
garding the rights of jour-
nalists and with this act, the
responsibility of both the
government and the media
owners has increased.

Arif Alvi said given the
threats faced by the media
professionals, this act pro-
vides for their right to life
and protection against ill
treatment. The President
said other salient features
of the act include right to
privacy and source non-dis-
closure and establishment
of an independent media
commission.

President Arif Alvi said
whilst the society has a re-
sponsibility to demonstrate
tolerance towards the jour-
nalists who are out to per-
form their duties, it is also
for the journalists to act in
a responsible manner and
present the stories in the
right context.

Rasheed
says elections

through
EVMs

DNA

RAWALPINDI: Interior
Minister Sheikh Rasheed
on Wednesday said that the
government has complet-
ed legislation to hold up-
coming general elections
through Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs).
Addressing a ceremony in
Rawalpindi, Sheikh Rash-
eed said the use of EVMs
in general elections will en-
sure free, fair and transpar-
ent elections with credible
and accurate results. The
minister said all Pakistani
citizens living abroad will
have the right to vote in
next general elections and
hence will play a vital role in
decision making.

He said the federal cabinet
has approved the provision
of online visas to people
associated with Tableeghi
groups. Rasheed said the
government is working to
control inflation. He said
Pakistan is enjoying cordial

and exemplary relations
with China and Saudi Arabia
for a long.

The interior minister fur-
ther said sixty colleges and
three universities have been
established in the Rawalpin-
di district while the govern-
ment is working to establish
an IT university in this con-
stituency.

US: 3 killed
in Michigan
school
shooting

WEeB DESK

MICHIGAN: A student shot
dead three people at a high
school in the US state of
Michigan on Tuesday, au-
thorities said.

The victims were a 16-year-
old boy, a 17-year-old girl
and a 14-year-old girl.

Eight other people, in-
cluding one teacher, were
wounded, police said. Two
of the eight wounded were
undergoing surgery as of
5pm local time (2200 GMT)
on Tuesday, while the six
other wounded were in sta-
ble condition.

Later on Tuesday, Oakland
County  Sheriff Michael
Bouchard said a teach-
er who received a graze
wound to the shoulder was
discharged from the hospi-
tal. Seven students ranging
from age 14 to 17 remained
hospitalized, including a
14-year-old girl who was on a
ventilator after surgery.
The shooting occurred at
Oxford High School in Ox-
ford Township, a town locat-
ed 48 kilometers (30 miles)
north of Detroit and with
around 22,000 inhabitants.
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