Soon From LAHORE & KARACHI

Germany’s Chancellor
Scholz Olaf eyes
stronger EU relations

A sister publication of CENTRELINE & DN

\[slamabadPOST

Saturday, December 11, 2021

Detailed News On Page-07

Bond Premiere
in Pakistan a
step ahead

Detailed News On Page-08

ency

www.islamabadpost.com.pk

Pakistan’s First And Only Diplomatic Daily

ISLAMABAD EDITION

Price Rs. 20

Indonesian
envoy meets
Punjab minister

Detailed News On Page-08

Briefs

Army Chief
witnesses
mily drills

StAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army
Staff (COAS)
General Qa-
mar  Javed
Bajwa visited
Chanoki near
T 6= Chawinda,
Sialkot on Friday. According
to a statement issued by the
ISPR, during the visit, the
COAS witnessed exercise;
‘Victory Shield’ of Gujran-
wala Corps troops. He was
briefed on objectives, plan-
ning parameters and conduct
modalities of the exercise
which is aimed at enhancing
operational ~ preparedness
of formation, encompassing

defensive and offensive tasks
in response to any misadven-
ture by the adversary.
Nato should
end Ukraine,
Georgia Vows
DNA
MOSCOW: Russia demand-
ed on Friday
that NATO
rescind a
2008  com-
mitment  to
> < Ukraine and
Georgia that they would
one day become members
and that the alliance should
promise not to deploy weap-
ons in countries bordering
Russia that could threaten
its security. The demands
were spelt out by the Russian
foreign ministry in its fullest
statement yet on the securi-
ty guarantees that President
Vladimir Putin says he wants
to obtain from the United
States and its allies.

All set to
host OIC
session: FO
DNA
ISLAMABAD: Foreign Office

Spokesper-

son Asim Ift-

ikhar said on

Friday that

all  arrange-

47 b ments  have

been finalized to host 17th

Extraordinary  Session of

OIC Council of Foreign Min-

isters on 19th of this month

in Islamabad. He said we are

getting positive response on

the invitation extended to
member countries.

Holiday Notice

The offices of daily
Islamabad POST shall
remain closed on Saturday
on account of weekly off
therefore there will be no
newspaper on Sunday.

- Editor/
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Green Line

bus proj
Inaugurated

ect

PM says federal govt will complete
K-1V project by Sept 2023 to
fix Karachi’s water woes

Nazir SivaL / DNA

KARACH]I: Underscoring the point that
a modern transport system was a must
for the city of the 21st century, Prime
Minister Imran Khan said on Friday that
in Karachi’s development lay Pakistan’s
development. Addressing the inaugural
ceremony of the Green Line Bus service
project in Karachi, he said that the entire
United Kingdom (UK) depended on its
capital London for its progress and pros-
perity, and the city had the world’s most
modern transport system.

“Same is the case with several Chinese
cities,” he said, and added, “Even Teh-
ran, the capital of Iran, which has been
hardest hit by the sanctions, has modern
transport facilities. Iran collects $500
million in revenue and spends it in a sys-
tematic manner. In comparison, Karachi
doesn’t even collect $30m,” PM Imran
noted, and stressed the need for giving
the Sindh capital autonomy so that the
local government system could succeed.
“We don’t just make promises, we deliv-
er,” he boasted. PM Imran said unfor-
tunately no government in the past had
ever concentrated on the improvement of

Continued on Page 06

Saudi Crown Prince

INn Oman

- Kuwait

On arrival, Prince Mohammed was received
by his Kuwaiti counterpart Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

NEws Desk

KUWAIT CITY: Saudi Arabia’s Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman arrived
in Kuwait on Friday after leaving Bah-
rain, the fourth leg of his tour of Gulf
countries aimed at bolstering relations.
On arrival, Prince Mohammed was re-
ceived by his Kuwaiti counterpart Sheikh
Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.

He was later received by the Emir of
Kuwait Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, who bestowed upon the crown
prince the Order of Wisam Mubarak
Al-Kabir for his efforts “to strengthen
the bonds of brotherhood and under-
standing between the countries of the
Gulf Cooperation Council,” Saudi Press

Correction

ISLAMABAD: The news story of Mo-
hammad Bin Salman’s visit of Qatar
published on December 10, carried
the headline “MBS visits Kuwait”,
which was in correct. Kuwait was
wrongly written instead of Qatar.
The error is regretted. — Editor

Agency reported. The crown prince sent
a cable of thanks to Bahrain’s rulers af-
ter his departure from Manama. “As |
leave your brotherly country, it gives me
great pleasure to express to Your High-
ness my thanks and appreciation for
the warm reception and hospitality that

Continued on Page 06
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KARACHI: Prime Minister Imran Khan inspecting Green Line Rapid Bus Transit System. — DNA

UK court
permits

Assange's
extradition

MoNITORING REPORT

sy7 ~ LONDON: A
""\"// British appellate

court opened the
door on Friday for
Julian Assange to
be extradited to
the US by over-
; ‘turning a lower
& < court ruling
that found the WikiLeaks founder's men-
tal health was too fragile to withstand the
American criminal justice system. The High
Court in London ruled that US assurances
were enough to guarantee Assange would
be treated humanely and directed a lower
court judge to send the extradition request
to the home secretary for review. The home
secretary, who oversees law enforcement
in the United Kingdom, will make the final
decision on whether to extradite Assange.
However, the appellate court ruling
handed down on Friday is likely to be ap-
pealed. A lower court judge earlier this
year refused an American request to ex-
tradite Assange to the US to face spying
charges over WikiLeaks' publication of
secret military documents a decade ago.
District Judge Vanessa Baraitser denied
extradition on health grounds, saying
Assange was likely to kill himself if held
under harsh US prison conditions.
The US appealed, challenging the notion
that Assange's mental health made him
too vulnerable to withstand the US ju-
dicial system. Lawyer James Lewis said
Assange has no history of serious and en-
during mental illness and does not meet
the threshold of being so ill that he can-
not resist harming himself.

Korean govt
reschedules
Pakistan’s debt

The Ambassador says Korea stands
by Pakistan and aims to enhance
bilateral economic relationship
between the two countries

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Secretary of the Ministry
of Economic Affairs, Mian Asad Hayaud
Din and the Ambassador of the Republic
of Korea, Suh Sangpyo signed an agree-
ment here in Islamabad for the resched-
uling of external debt of Pakistan owed
to the Republic of Korea for the year
2020 and first half of year 2021.

This agreement comes, following
months of negotiations leading up to
the Memorandum of Understanding
on the Treatment of Debt Service and
its Amendment signed between the Re-
public of Korea and Pakistan in June
and December, 2020 respectively. It
is pertinent to mention here that the
International Monetary Fund and the
World Bank called on all official bilat-
eral creditors to suspend debt pay-
ments from the International Devel-
opment Association (IDA) countriesin
March, 2020 by the G20 Finance Min-
isters agreement on the Debt Service
Suspension Initiative (DSSI) in April,
2020 and the concerns expressed by
the Paris Club regarding the economic
and social impact of COVID-19 crisis
on the poorest countries of the world.

The Ambassador spoke at the ceremo-
ny that the Republic of Korea stands by
Pakistan and aims to enhance bilateral
economic relationship between the two
countries. The Secretary, Mian Asad
Hayaud Din appreciated the Ambassa-
dor for paving the way for this agree-
ment and thanked the Government of
the Republic of Korea for it everlasting
support to Pakistan. In the side-lines of
the signing ceremony, the Ambassador
additionally met with the Additional
Secretary of the Ministry of Economic
Affairs, Zulfigar Haider Khan and dis-
cussed matters of mutual interests.

Commemoration of 100th anniversary of lragi State

Ambassador of Irag Hamid Abbas Lafta says, due to the recklessness and tyranny of the
dictatorial reﬁlme that controlled Iraq from 1968 to 2003, the wars and the siege that was

imposed on t

e people, followed by the occupation and terrorism of al-Qaeda and ISIS and

the former dictatorial regime made against the neighboring Islamic Republic of Iran

CeNTRELINE REPORT/DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Iraq to Pa-
kistan Hamid Abbas Lafta has said we are
celebrating the centenary of the founding
of the Iraqgi State. On 23rd August, 1921,
the world welcomed Iraq as a country
with its geographical, international entity.
During the nineteenth century, Iraq did
not stop its cultural, economic and polit-
ical movement and its role in the region
and the world, especially after the suffer-
ings of world wars by the international
community. It was a destination for Arabs
and Muslims to seek worldly and religious
knowledge, Iraq was the League of Arab
States, the Organization of the Islamic
Conference, and many regional and inter-
national organizations.

The Ambassador expressed these views
during a reception he hosted to commem-
orate the 100th Anniversary of the Estab-
lishment of the Iraqi State. A large num-
ber of diplomats, members of civil society
and govt officials attended the reception.
Federal Minister for Religious Affairs
Noorul Hag Qadri was the chief guest.
In May 1920, the Twentieth Revolution
erupted after the disappointment of Ira-
qi Natives at Britain’s failure to fulfill the
promises for an independent state. This
led a peaceful march that started from
the city of Al-Rumaitha in southern Iraq
to demand the formation of an Arab gov-
ernment affiliated to a national council

elected by the people. Later on it turned
into armed confrontations with the occu-
pied forces that included all Iragis.

The Twentieth Revolution was an impor-
tant turning point in the modern history
of Iraq in which all the meanings of her-
oism and sacrifice were embodied. It
was a real start in gaining freedom and
independence from the British occupa-
tion and an explicit rejection of foreign
domination and control over the country;
as a result a constituent assembly was
formed headed by the Prime Minister of
the transitional government at the time.
The Nagib Al Ashraaf of Baghdad, Abdul
Rahman Al-Nageeb, who performed many
tasks, most notably the election of a king
to the throne of Iraq, the formation of Ira-
gi ministries, institutions, departments to
perform governmental tasks. That contin-
ued until Prince Faisal bin Al Hussein was
elected King of Iraq on 23rdAugust, 1921.
The monarchy in Iraq lasted for nearly 37
years, during which three kings succeed-
ed in ruling until 1958. It ended and the
government transitioned into a republi-
can type of government.

Iraqg was one of the first countries that
managed to get rid of the British Mandate
and gained full independence. According
to a resolution of the League Council that
was similar to the current UN Security
Council, which represented the interna-
tional legislative authority at that time, is-
sued on 3rd August 1932. It also included
the recognition of Iraq as the 57th state

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Iraq Hamid Abbas Lafta speaking
on the occasion of the 100th Anniversary of the Establishment
of the Iraqgi State. — DNA

country of the world and a new member of
the League of Nations. Iraq was also able
to obtain status of the state according to
international law on 3rd October, 1932.

As you know, due to the recklessness
and tyranny of the dictatorial regime
that controlled Iraq from 1968 to 2003,
the wars and the siege that was imposed
on the people, followed by the occupa-
tion and terrorism of al-Qaeda and ISIS
and the former dictatorial regime made

against the neighboring Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran, and against the sister State of
Kuwait, The country and the people of
Iraq were subjected to difficult, compel-
ling and destructive conditions.

Iraq has defended, sacrificed blood and
wealth not only for its land, sovereign-
ty and dignity, but also fought ISIS and
defended human dignity everywhere for
the security and stability of the world
and the region. Terrorism did not only

target Iraq butas a matter of fact, it tar-
geted all countries and capitals of the
world. Irag has become and still is a
starting point for regional and interna-
tional cooperation to combat terrorism,
takfiri and extremist ideology. It is a plat-
form for information exchange, cooper-
ation, security and coordination against
terrorist ideology and extremism.

He added, the remembrance of this oc-
casion represents the culmination of the
efforts of Iragis and their continuous
quest to form their identity that brings
together the different spectrums of the
Iraqi people, and the efforts made over
the past hundred years to build their
free, independent, democratic and plu-
ralistic state in which all Iraqgis can live
united by a written constitution. It was a
time when Iraq held its legislative elec-
tions, which represent its inclination to
achieve freedom and democracy.

Ambassador Lafta said let us declare war
on pests that threaten human health, let
us declare war on poverty and corruption,
and let us declare war on erosion factors
that threaten our climate and existence.
We strongly value our growing relations
with the Islamic Republic of Pakistan and
opening up horizons for cooperation in
cultural and military fields, as well as its
efforts to play an effective role in extend-
ing regional security and stability.

— Detailed coverage in the
coming issue of Centreline
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$aturdlay: December’ 1L 2021

ASE i 03:22 pm
Maghrib............... 05:00 pm
ISha....ccccoviiine 06:29 pm

Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 0334-5421812

Airlines
TurkishAirlines......8494949

Emergency
Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police  Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi......... 9270601-20

Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIACargo............... 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA....ooiiiriis 9281092

' VIR ]
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Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666

STE

Departments

9221334-43
9208301-04
........... 9250360-6
5555864

....................... 5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

<!

Complaints

Water Tanker Service
E-7,F10 & F-11......9204654
G-5,G-6,G-7,G-8....9203883

G9, G110, G11, G12,
H-8..ooveveieriviiiiienn 9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Islamabad
Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224
Potohar Town......... 9209224
Rawal Town............. 5773343

Wasa Water Tank

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125

Polltlcal partles acclaim

Communist Party of China

Sherry says China friendship unites Pakistani political partles Mushahid
welcomes decision not to attend US ‘Democracy Summit’, Fakhar Imam
urges Iearnlng from ‘China Model of poverty alleviation

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan-China  Institute
(PCI) organised a first-of-its-kind Wehinar
on “6th Plenum of the 19th Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of China
(CPC); What does it mean for China and
the World?” under its flagship event series,
“Friends of Silk Road (FOSR)”. The Webi-
nar was attended by over 70 participants
online, and featured five speeches, includ-
ing Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed,
Chairman Senate Defence Committee &
Pakistan-China Institute, Ms Pang Chunx-
ue, Deputy Head of the Embassy of China,
Qasim Khan Suri, Deputy Speaker of the
National Assembly of Pakistan, Senator
Sherry Rehman, Chairman Senate Foreign
Affairs Committee & Parliamentary leader
of Pakistan Peoples Party in the Senate of
Pakistan, Syed Fakhar Imam, Minister for
Food Security & Research.

The dialogue was moderated by Mustafa
Hyder Sayed, Executive Director of the Pa-
kistan-China Institute. Commenting on the
Friends of Silk Road Initiative (FOSR), he
said that it has emerged as a key platform for
bringing political parties, civil society, and key
opinion leaders together. Today’s conference,
he maintained, demonstrates that Pakistan’s
different parties and leaders maintain the con-
sensus to strongly support China and CPEC.
Moreover, he said that we welcome the 6th
Plenum of the 19th Central Committee’s

¥ Aamir Ghauri

hlstoncal resolutlon WhICh is the 3rd most
important resolution passed by the CPC in
its history, the first two of which were under
Chairman Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping.

The panelists discussed the ‘Resolution of
the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China on the Major Achievements
and Historical Experience of the Party over
the Past Century’ which was adopted at the
Sixth Plenary Session of the 19th Central
Committee of the Communist Party of China
on November 11, 2021 and its implications
for China and the World in a rapidly changing
regional and international political scenario.
Senator Mushahid Hussain welcomed the

® i
m Al

s
§ Ziober Mohiuddin

historic 6th Plenum of 19th Central Com-
mittee of the CPC, saying it’s results would
be far-reaching in terms of policy continuity
and stability. He welcomed Pakistan’s deci-
sion not to participate in the ‘Democracy
Summit’ hosted by the US Administration
as it’s agenda was driven by ideological ge-
opolitics, a throwback to the Cold War era.
Weaponization of democracy is counterpro-
ductive in today’s era of globalization when
challenges like Coronavirus Pandemic and
Climate Change require collective efforts
through wider cooperation. Senator Musha-
hid Hussain said the important message
from US was not the ‘Democracy Summit’

but the December 7 report from Harvard
University on ‘The Great Tech Rivalry: Chi-
na vs US’. Quoting from the report, which
says: ‘China has displaced US as world’s top
hitech manufacturer producing 250 million
computers, 25 million automobiles and
1.5 billion smartphones in 2020’. Senator
Mushahid Hussain said this technological
prowess and progress of an Asian country
like China is the real reason driving the
West’s new Cold War as they’re falling be-
hind China. The Harvard report further
says: ‘China possesses the might, talent and
ambition to surpass the US as the world’s
leader in Al in the next decade’. And Har-
vard report has a stark conclusion that Chi-
na is leading in foundational technologies of
the 21st Century: Artificial Intelligence, 5G,
Biotech, Semi Conductors and Green Ener-
gy. Given this context, and given our nation-
al interests, Senator Mushahid said Paki-
stan is standing on the right side of history
and Pakistan-China relations are not tactical
nor transactional nor directed against any
other country, rather these ties are the
drivers of a new regional connectivity based
on economy, energy and ecology, ports and
pipelines, roads and railways, with both
protecting each other’s core interests. He
also quoted an opinion survey of Harvard
University’s Ash Center in July 2020 which
stated that * over 85% Chinese people ex-
pressed satisfaction with role of CPC’, add-
ing this was because CPC had delivered by
changing Chinese lives for the better.

ISLAMABAD: CEO Serena Hotels, Aziz Boolani, General Manager ISH Michel A Galopin and others
posing for a picture on the occasion of Christmas tree lighting ceremony at Islamabad Serena Hotel.

Senate body on NH
Services meets

ISLAMABAD: To probe the matter of non-issuance of No Ob-
jection Certificate (NOC) to Legend College, Multan by Paki-
stan Pharmacy Council (PPC), Sub-Committee of the Senate
Standing Committee on National Health Services, Regulations
and Coordination after talking out the issue has decided to visit
and inspect the condition of the said college on 14th Dec 2021.
A meeting of sub-committee of the Senate Standing Commit-
tee on National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination
was held here at the Parliament House under the Convener-
ship of Senator Sardar Muhammad Shafiq Tareen.

Apart from Senator Sana Jamali and Senator Khalida At-
eeh, Director General Ministry of Health, Vice President
of Pakistan Pharmacy Council (PPC) and member PPC also
attended the meeting. Senator Rana Mahmood ul Hassan
participated as a special invitee in the meeting. After a de-
tailed discussion on the subject of the non-issuance of NOC
to Legend College Multan, the committee agreed to visit
the college on Tuesday next week. Senator Rana Mahmood
Ul Hassan said that the Sub-Committee itself would visit
the College to check the reality on the ground and com-
pile a report. If the Legend College Multan does not meet
the criteria set by PPC, then NOC should not be issued to
them, he added. Member PPC reiterated that if the Legend
college Multan fulfils the benchmarks set by PPC then NOC
would be issued in due course of time. — APP

Weekly inflation
goes down slightly

ISLAMABAD: The Sensitive Price Indicator (SPI) based week-
ly inflation for the week ended on December 9, for the com-
bined consumption group, witnessed a slight decrease of 0.07
percent as compared to the previous week, Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) reported Friday. The SPI for the week under
review in the above mentioned group was recorded at 167.24
points against 167.36 points registered in the previous week,
according to the PBS data. The food commodities that con-
tributed in decline in weekly inflation included tomatoes, the
prices of which decreased by 13.37 percent on Week-on-Wek
(WoW) basis. Other food commodities that witnessed decline
in prices included chicken (10.59%), potatoes (4.48%), LPG
(2.96%), sugar (1.03%), gur (0.51%), wheat flour (0.46%), mus-
tard oil (0.27%) and eggs (0.26%). On Year-on-Year basis, the
commodities that witnessed decrease in prices included on-
ions (31.99%), tomatoes (27.61%), pulse Moong (25.03%), pota-
toes (17.64%), chicken (12.80%) and eggs (6.28%). Meanwhile,
the commaodities that witnessed increase on WoW basis, in-
cluded f bananas (3.34%), pulse Masoor (3.29%), pulse Gram
(2.83%), pulse Mash (2.78%), pulse Moong (2.32%), wash-
ing soap (2.19%), onions (1.65%) and match Box (1.17%).
The items that witnessed increase in prices on YoY basis
included electricity for Q1 (75.32%), LPG (65.43%), cooking
oil 5 litre (61.26%), vegetable ghee 1 Kg (58.14%), mustard
oil (55.29%), vegetable ghee 2.5 Kg (55.25%), washing soap
(45.85%), petrol (44.35%), diesel (34.93%), gents sandal
(33.37%) and chilies powdered (33.00%). — DNA

Webinar signifies skilled
women’s role in prosperity

ISLAMABAD: Experts at a webinar have emphasized upon removing gender parity for skills development in labour market
as it would not only ensure socio-economic development especially of low income population but also contribute significantly
towards national economic stability. The webinar ‘Gender-parity in TVET for socio-economic prospects of Pakistan” was or-
ganized by European Union-funded TVET Sector Support Programme (SSP), Germany and Norwegian Embassy. Purpose of
the event was to emphasize on the inclusion of women in labour market through skills development and to aware the general
public about the significance of technical education and vocational training for women to access and excel in the labour mar-
ket. The TVET SSP has been commissioned by the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development
(BMZ) and is being implemented by the Deutsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH in close
collaboration with the National Vocational and Technical Training Commission (NAVTTC), provincial Technical Education
and Vocational Training Authorities (TEVTAS) and large number of private sector organizations.

The TVET SSP has been striving since the inception of its second face for more women inclusion through access and
conducive environment so that more technical skills are learnt by women and the gender gap is reduced for a durable,
positive and strong impact on economic productivity. The webinar addressed the topics of gender balance, equality,
improved access and quality of skills training as well as the challenges which are faced in real life leading to gender-incom-
parability in TVET as well as labour market. Mr. Markus Strohmeier, Managing Director and CEO Siemens Pakistan; Mr.
Tobias Becker, Country Director, GIZ Pakistan; Syed Mazhar Ali Nasir, Senior Vice President, FPCCI; and Qurrat Ul Ain
Naveed, an entrepreneur, skills and entrepreneurship expert, were the panelists of the webinar. Giving his expert opinion
in the webinar, Markus Strohmeier said that public-private partnership in the TVET SSP is the way forward for the inclu-
sion of women. “This initiative is the means to polish their skills, and to compete and achieve their goals,” he explained.
Addressing the audience, Tobias Becker shed light on the role of GIZ Pakistan on behalf of the German Development
Cooperation in implementing the TVET reforms in Pakistan. He said, “GIZ Pakistan in partnership with NAVTCC is suc-
cessfully implementing the TVET SSP and is delighted to see the positive outcome of this Programme,” — DNA

Independent tribunal on Kashmir stressed

abad, Sheikh Abdul Mateen,

DNA

independent _tribunal  for

Kashmir with Pakistan.

dia against the Kashmiris.

form of atrocities employed

ISLAMABAD: A colloquium
titled “All Human, All Equal”
on “Equality” — theUN-des-
ignated theme for Interna
tional Human Rights Day
2021, was organised by Is-
lamabad Institute of Conflict
Resolution (IICR), an Islam-
abad based think tank, in col-
laboration with Legal Forum
for Kashmir (LFK), an inter-
national advocacy group for
Kashmir, and Institute of Re-
search and Reforms (IRR).

The event was moderated
by Ms Sabah Aslam, Execu-
tive Director IICR. The pan-
ellists included Justice Ali
Nawaz Chowhan, the former
Judge at United Nations, Dr
Farzana Bari, Ex-Director,
Center of Excellence Gen-
der Studies (Quaid e Azam
University) and a Human
Rights Activist, Dr Sameera
Associate Professor Nation-
al Defence University Islam-

Representative of the Chair-
man All Parties Hurriyat
Conference, Mukhtar Baba,
media coordinator Muslim
League Jammu Kashmir
and a journalist from Indian
Occupied Kashmir; Ambas-
sador Bou said Al Haissam,
International Human Rights
Commission (IHRC) UN Ge-
neva, Advocate Nasir Qadri
Executive Director Legal
Forum for Kashmir, Senator
A. Rehman Malik, Former
Interior Minister and Chair-
man Institute of Research
and Reforms (IRR).

While speaking at the event,

Justice Ali Nawaz Chow-
han said, Lawfare shall be
employed against India

because Pakistan cannot
fight another battle. Kash-
mir is a disputed territory,
usurped by India is bringing
about demographic chang-
es in Kashmir, which need
to be countered legally. He
called for constituting an

Kashmir in Turkey under
the Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC).

“Why does not Pakistan in-
voke R2P for the solution
of the protracted Kashmir
issue,” he added. While
criticising the Azad Jammu

Kashmir Government, he
said that the Government
should become a perennial
voice for Kashmiris world-
wide. He further said that
Kashmir is an unfinished
story; Pakistan will con-
tinue until the completion
of the story i.e. merger of

Speaking at the event, Dr
Farzana Bari said the Hu-
man Rights Violation in
Kashmir is unprecedent-
ed, and it is the resilience
of Kashmiris which keeps
the issue alive.She add-
ed that the UN has been

unable to resolve the Pal-
estinian conflict and is

becoming irrelevant for
the people at the receiving
end of violence.

Pakistan must garner sup-
port from the international
community to highlight the
atrocities carried out by In-

“Kashmir belongs to Kash-
miris, the Kashmiris must
be allowed to decide their
fate,” she added.

Dr Sameera, an Associate
Professor at National De-
fence University, said Kash-
mir is an unfinished agenda
under the UN resolutions.
The only solution for Kash-
mir is to secede with any of
the two countries; no third
solution is possible as per
historical documents.
Emphasis must be laid on
internationalism and reso-
lution of the Kashmir issue
under UN resolutions.

No one can be subject to
authority — without  prior
consent, which aligns with
the idea of peace. The con-
sent must be granted to
the Kashmiris in the right
of self-determination to
choose according to their
aspirations. The abrogation
of art 370, 35A, violation
of human rights, is a grave

by Indian authorities in
Kashmir. We urge the world
human rights bodies to take
account of the same.

While addressing the event
through video-conferencing,
Amb Bou Said Al Haissam,
Special Representative
IHRC UN Geneva, while ad-
dressing the event through
video link, optimism as the
mainframe of work and UN
aims to work hard towards
no tolerance of human
rights violation.

“Kashmir issue is older
than Palestine issue, the
world politics lack resolve,
we can't compromise
over rights, and rights are
non-negotiable.”

There are obstacles in solv-
ing the Kashmir issue; we
cannot reach a solution by-
passing history. It has to be
a hundred per cent in favour
of one of the parties. Kash-
mir belongs to Pakistan and
should go back to Pakistan.

50pc Ehsaas

beneficiaries
are women:

Dr. Sania

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Special Assis-
tant on Poverty Alleviation
Sania Nishtar on Thursday
has said that several steps
are being taken under Eh-
saas Programme for welfare
of women. Addressing a
function in Islamabad, she
said fifty percent beneficiar-
ies of all the initiatives un-
der Ehsaas Programme are
women, and this number is
increasing day by day. The
special assistant said wom-
en are benefitting from Eh-
saas Kafalat, Ehsaas Amdan
and Ehsaas Undergraduate
Scholarship programmes.
The Ehsaas organized an
event titled, ‘Humein Eh-
saas Hai Khwateen Ka” held
on Friday to commemorate
sixteen days of activism
against gender-based vio-
lence. The event, chaired by
Senator Dr. Sania Nishtar,
was co-organzied by, Na-
tional Commission on the
Status of Women (NCSW)
and Quaid -e-Azam Uni-
versity. Addressing on the
occasion, Dr. Sania said,
“Gender-based violence is
not acceptable at any level”.
She said the incumbent
government was fully com-
mitted to empower women.
To ensure sustainable wom-
en empowerment, she said,
Ehsaas fifty percent plus
rule was squarely embed-
ded in all Ehsaas initiatives
including Ehsaas cash trans-
fers, Ehsaas undergraduate
scholarships, Ehsaas inter-
est free loans and Ehsaas
Amdan asset transfers.

Private
Schools call
for protests

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Members of
All Pakistan Private Schools
and Colleges Association
have called for protests
against the eviction of 8000
private educational institu-
tions from 42 cantonment
boards of the country.

Malik Abrar Hussain, Cen-
tral President of All Pakistan
Private Association, told a
press conference in Islam-
abad that the responsibility
of education lies with the
government. There are no
education boards for the
admissions of millions of
students. More than three
million students are studying
in 42 cantonment boards.
He said that All Pakistan
Private Schools and Colleg-
es Association had called
for protests. Hundreds of
educational institutions are
given notices. Our standard
of education is declining,
our number in Asia is after
Afghanistan. The future of
millions of children is in
stake. Two different laws
are running in one country
which are leading the coun-
try towards ignorance. He
said that there has been
no hearing of the case in
the Supreme Court for two
years now. Our children and
their parents are suffering
from mental retardation.

Gang involved
in looting
people busted

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Islamabad
Koral Police has arrested
four accused of a gang in-
volved in looting people at
gun point and recovered 11
bikes, five mobile phone,L-
CD and and weapons from
their possession, a police
spokesman said.

Koral Police team officials
while using modern tech-
nology and scientific meth-
ods of investigation traced
the gangsters. The accused
were identified as Akash,
Riwan, Adnan and Ahsaan
and recovered 11 bikes,
five mobile phone,LCD and
weapons were also recov-
ered from their possession.
During the preliminary
investigation, the accused
have confessed their in-
volvement in numerous in-
cidents of looting people
in various areas of city.
Separate cases have been
registered against the ac-
cused and further investi-
gation is underway.

SP (Rural) Muhammad
Usman Tippu has appre-
ciated the performance
of the Police team and di-
rected all police officials
to ensure effective polic-
ing measures in their re-
spective areas.
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What Taliban must do

llegations made by Human Rights Watch (HRW) that the
Taliban regime has been carrying out summary executions
nd kidnappings of former security personnel are very
troubling because, if true, they go against promises made by the
Taliban during Doha talks that preceded the US withdrawal and
will serve only on purpose. And that is to delay the arrival of aid
money as well as formal recognition of the regime, without which
it can look forward to an unprecedented humanitarian catastrophe
on its hands. The Taliban have denied any such assassinations or
kidnappings, of course, but this matter will not go away so easily,
not the least because they have yet to fulfill other promises, like
inclusive government and women and minority rights, etc, as well.
Now dozens of countries, headed by the US and EU, are de-
manding a thorough and transparent investigation into HRW’s
allegations. Kabul now has no option but to provide them with
the proof they need because it is dependent on their recognition
as well as aid money to keep the country running. Aid agencies
are warning that hunger and starvation could now kill more peo-
ple in Afghanistan than four decades of war and suffering put
together. A very cruel winter has already set in and without food
or adequate shelter, a very large majority of Afghanistan’s popu-
lation faces certain death if something is not done very urgently.
Washington has faced very stiff criticism for holding back aid
for political reasons because it is meant for the people of
the country who have no business with politics or war. But
since it is not budging from its position, and the Taliban made
a long list of commitments before the war originally ended,
surely it favours Afghansitan to honour those promises and
get on with the business of rebuilding the country. There’s
no doubt that the Americans are adding insult to injury by
keeping Afghanistan’s money hostage, but the Taliban are do-
ing themselves no favours either by forcing a stalemate. The
effort that went into winning the war will amount to precious
little if the country suffers even more after it. Presently, the
Taliban’s refusal to honour their own word is compounding
the suffering of Afghanistan’s people, and hurting the stand-
ing of countries that are lobbying for its recognition.
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New Threat

ITH the first suspected case of Omicron de-
tected in Karachi, it is important for the pub-
\ lic to not panic and the government to take

immediate action. True; the new strain has been es-
tablished to have a higher transmissibility rate than
the delta variant. It is also now confirmed that the
new strain also has improved vaccine resistance. But
regardless, with two years of the pandemic under the
belt, we are well-versed with most of the procedures
we now have to implement.

Contact tracing must be made a priority going forward.
Once genome-sequencing has confirmed that this case
was indeed the Omicron variant, all individuals that
might have come into contact with the infected must
be screened and kept under watch immediately. Having
said that, it is likely that if one case has surfaced, oth-
ers will be detected soon enough as well.

The track and trace strategy can never be imple-
mented perfectly in any case. This is why continuing
the vaccination campaign and increasing the number
of fully-vaccinated individuals is the most important
step. There have been arguments made against this,
since the vaccination efficacy rate reduces with the
new variant, but this does not mean that the inocu-
lation becomes completely ineffective. The shot can
still be the difference between life and death.

So far we have managed to only vaccinate over 54 mil-
lion people fully. While that is a large number in absolute
terms, compare it to Pakistan’s total population of over
220 million, and that figure is only about 25 percent. It is
time to be cautious; the government and the public have
an equal part to play in this. We have been through this
drill before with Delta and other instances of increased
virality due to a mutation. Let us continue the good work.

Saudi Arabia targets banned

to

No, Russia Is not going

Iaunch a mass invasion

ultra-conservative proselytisers

James Dorsey

Mufti Akbar Hashmi, an
Indian Tablighi Jamaat
cleric, appeared to
confirm the ministry’s
concern in a head-
on response to the
campaign that denied
the legitimacy of the
kingdom’s ruling Al-
Saud family.“Why is
Saudi Arabia afraid of
Tablighi Jamaat? Why?...
The Saudi government
Is extremely scared that
people in the kingdom
affiliated to the Taliban
(Tablighi Jamaat)
may rise against
the government...

AUDI Islamic affairs minister Abdulla-

tif bin Abdulaziz al-Sheikh has ordered

imams in the kingdom to identify one
of the world’s largest Muslim movements as
misguided, deviant, dangerous, and a breeder
of militancy.Mr. Al-Sheikh’s offensive against
Tablighi Jamaat or Society for Preaching, a se-
cretive transnational ultra-conservative Sunni
Muslim missionary movement of South Asian
origin long banned in the kingdom, came in
response to members of the group celebrating
the Taliban victory in Afghanistan and openly
criticizing Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman’s social reforms.
The Twitter account of Mr. Al-Sheikh’s ministry

instructed imams to point to the group’s “most
prominent mistakes...mention their danger to so-
ciety” and emphasize that Saudia Arabia forbids
any “affiliation” with the group. To be fair, the
ministry last month waged a similar campaign
against the Syrian Muslim Brotherhood and the
late scholar Muhammad Surur whose fusion of
the Brotherhood’s political ideology with Saudi
Wahhabism’s theological purity influenced prom-
inent reformist clerics in the kingdom.

The Tablighi, the largest group of proselytizers
of any faith, insist that they are religious and
spiritual, not a political group, and have nothing
to do with politics or militancy. While largely ac-
curate, it fails to explain why a fair number of
Tablighi youth have over the decades joined Isla-
mist and jihadist groups.

Zahack Tanvir, the Saudi-based editor of The
Milli Chronicle, an online publication in Britain,
who describes himself as an anti-Islamist “tradi-
tional Muslim,” noted that the targeting of the
Tablighi followed the resurrection of a year-old
tweet criticising the municipality of the holy city
of Medina’s plans for a shopping mall with cin-
emas and western-style entertainment venues.
The controversial tweet was retweeted by Muf-
ti Muhammad Tagi Usmani, one of Pakistan’s
most prominent Islamic scholars and a former
Pakistani supreme court judge and ex-member
of the Council of Islamic ldeology, the state-ap-
pointed body created to ensure that Pakistani
legislation does not violate Islamic law.

Mr. Usmani heads Wifaq ul Madaris Al-Arabia, the
most extensive grouping of religious seminaries in
Pakistan with some 23,000 associated madrassas.
His membership in the Jeddah-based International
Islamic Figh Academy that studies Islamic juris-
prudence and law reflects his ties to Saudi Arabia.
So does his chairmanship of the Sharia board of
the Bahrain-headquartered Accounting and Audit-
ing Organization for Islamic Financial Institutions
(AAOIFI) which promotes Islamic legal standards
for Islamic financial entities.Mr Usmani’s crit-
icism of the Jeddah development plan may have
been particularly stinging, given his ties to the
kingdom and status as a scholar.

The targeting of the ultra-conservative proselyt-
isers comes as reformist Saudi clerics are either
incarcerated or forced to remain silent at the risk
of imprisonment, and those aligned with the gov-
ernment are reduced to publicly rubber-stamping

Mr. Bin Salman’s policies.Mr. Tanvir said that
Mr. Usman’s retweet had sparked widespread
criticism among conservative South Asian Mus-
lims of the Saudi reforms, including lifting a ban
on women’s driving, expanding women'’s rights,
and loosening of social restrictions and gender
segregation, and greater professional opportuni-
ty for women. “Tagi Usmani’s problem with Sau-
di reform reflects the anxiety of many Pakistani
clerics who view themselves as bastions of Islam
and having the right to act as caretakers of the
Muslim world based on Pakistan being one of
the first Muslim-majority countries to have been
formed. The reforms also threaten the kingdom’s
patronage of Pakistani clerics,” a Pakistani ana-
lyst said in an interview.
Mr. Tanvir said in an online text message in-
terview that the ministry’s sensitivity was part-
ly driven by the fact that the influential group,
despite the ban, continued to raise funds in the
kingdom and meet in private homes and hotel
rooms. He did not hide his antipathy towards
the Tablighi and the ultra-conservative Deobandi
strand of Islam that shapes their worldview.
Mufti Akbar Hashmi, an Indian Tablighi Jamaat
cleric, appeared to confirm the ministry’s con-
cern in a head-on response to the campaign that
denied the legitimacy of the kingdom’s ruling
Al-Saud family.“Why is Saudi Arabia afraid of
Tablighi Jamaat? Why?... The Saudi government
is extremely scared that people in the kingdom
affiliated to the Taliban (Tablighi Jamaat) may
rise against the government...
At about the same time, Tablighi mass prayers in
Malaysia and Indonesia contributed to spreading
the virus in Southeast Asia. Similarly, Pakistan
quarantined 20,000 people in April of last year
and searched for thousands more who attended
a Tablighi congregation near the city of Lahore.
Eleven Saudi nationals detained in last year’s
Indian government sweep of participants in the
Tablighi gathering walked free after paying a
US$130 fine for visa violations that included illegal
missionary activity and attending a religious con-
gregation. The Saudi minister’s targetting of the
group suggests that they may not have had a warm
welcome once they returned to the kingdom.
— Dr. James M. Dorsey is an award-winning
Journalist and scholar and a Senior
Fellow at the National University
of Singapore’s Middle East Institute.

Don’t let the crisis in Bosnia
spiral into another catastrophe

Cj Werleman

Europe needs to create
and integrate a genocide
prevention strategy
to keep history
from repeating
itself in the Balkans

HE UK Parliament recently debated the

rapidly deteriorating situation in Bosnia

and Herzegovina (BiH), with elected law-
makers warning the country is teetering on the
brink of civil war — one that will likely usher in a
repeat of the violence that swept the former Yugo-
slavian state during the mid-1990s and culminated
in the mass killing of 8,000 Bosniak men and boys
in what is commonly known as the Srebrenica gen-
ocide. The violence was also marked with system-
atic rape of thousands of Bosniak women.
Alarmingly, the same political forces from three
decades ago are playing the same dangerous
game today. The seventh and current Bosnian
Serb leader, MiloradDodik, mimics the first — the
convicted war criminal Radovan Karadzic — by
weaponisinglslamophobia and framing Bosnian
Muslims as an existential threat to the Serbian
people, while egged on by Europe’s anti-liberal

leaders, including Russian President Vladimir
Putin. The current crisis was triggered by
Dodik’s threats to dismantle the Dayton Accords
and secede the Serbian entity RepublikaSrpska
from BiH. It was response to a move by the Of-
fice of the High Representative (OHR) in July to
ban Srebrenica genocide denialism, which has
reached levels that are getting “out of hand” in
recent years because of rising ultranationalism
among Bosnian Serbs. “For all that painful histo-
ry, the same Serbian ultra-nationalist forces have
recently amped up their efforts to both deny the
reality of the genocide and glorify the violence
that contributed to it,” observes Bosnian Ameri-
can commentator RiadaAsimovicAkyol. “Serbian
nationalist songs about slaughtering Muslims are
frequently blasted during the day or night in or-
der to terrorise the sparse population of Bosniak
returnees in Srebrenica.”

Members of the UK Parliament have described
the current situation as “truly frightening”,
prompting the government to send a new Special
Envoy to the Balkans. But Labour Party MP Fleur
Anderson, who chairs the All-Party Parliamenta-
ry Group (APPG) for the Prevention of Genocide
and Crimes Against Humanity, has urged Prime
Minister Boris Johnson to go further.

“There is much focus on diplomatic action and
on the strengthening of NATO — and these are
essential. But missing from the Government’s
response is peacebuilding in communities —
also called civilian-led atrocity prevention —
and having a genocide prevention strategy,”
she recently wrote. Her words were echoed
by the International Development Committee
(IDC), which has not only been commissioned
to conduct an inquiry into the effectiveness of
the UK approach to atrocity prevention within
and outside conflicts, but also warns the UK and
European Union must include and integrate a
genocide prevention strategy to prevent “histo-
ry repeating itself” in the Balkans.

Sarah Champion MP, and chair of the IDC,
says: “Atrocity prevention is cheaper, quicker

and more effective than trying to deal with the
consequences of conflict...It is so obviously a
good investment, not least because we could
prevent human suffering and stop situations
spiralling out of control.”
Both the IDC and APPG have outlined a geno-
cide prevention strategy for Bosnia that adopts
“better analysis systems” to not only spot and
identify early warning signs of atrocities, but
also prevent them. The first step, according to
Anderson, is for the UK and EU to make a force-
ful statement condemning genocide denial and
remembering the 8,000 Bosniak victims of the
Srebrenica genocide, which will pave the way
for greater diplomatic engagement from Brus-
sels, NATO and the United States.
Such “engagement” would include the imposition
of sanctions on countries that support Serb sep-
aratist threats or ambitions and undermine the
Dayton Accords; support for the OHR and its UN
High Representative Christian Schmidt; and dip-
lomatic and financial building blocks that encour-
age peace building efforts in RepublikaSrpska.
This is a catastrophe that could be avoided with
minimal resources, according to Karcic, who
says NATO should “repeat the blueprint of the
post-war deployment” by establishing a presence
in Sarajevo and securing the strategic town of
Brcko in the country’s northeast.
While a return to war and genocide in BiH is not
inevitable, the EU and NATO must act swiftly
and decisively, given Russia, China and Serbia
are coalescing behind the Bosnian Serb leader
and vowing to intervene if the West imposes
sanctions on RepublikaSrpska.
Ultimately, the promise of “never again” will re-
main unfulfilled if European and American lead-
ers have forgotten it was their initial hesitancy
and inaction that failed to prevent Serb forces
from committing the first genocide on the conti-
nent since the Holocaust.
— CJ Werleman is a journalist, author, and
analyst on conflict and terrorism.
Source: TRT World

lllia Ponomarenko

The Kremlin wants
Ukraine to be its
own, an untouchable
part of its sphere of
Influence —and it is
read% to go pretty far
in this regard. But,
of course, not too
far. As powerful as
It is, Moscow has to
balance its goals and
the price it is willing
to pay. But what the
Kremlin has achieved
with its in-your-face
military movements
near the Ukrainian
border is a high-
stakes conversation
with US President
Joe Biden, who is
trying to stop...

OSCOW is using the crisis in

Ukraine to secure leverage.

Here’s what the West needs to do
to counter it. Ukraine is once again nerv-
ously anticipating a big war with Russia. It's
the second time in the year 2021 that we, in
Kiev, have this doomsday feeling as nearly
100,000 Russian troops surround the coun-
try. It’s all over the news now. The Krem-
lin’s warlike rhetoric, the satellite pictures,
the maps predicting key attack directions.
The streets of Ukraine’s capital are calm
and busy as usual. But some of us here
have already googled “how to get a wartime
emergency backpack ready”. But this time
around — if we put emotions aside — no, a
grand invasion is unlikely in the form we
expect. We shouldn’t forget that Ukraine is
a country of 41 million, the size of France.
And it has a flawed, though very motivat-
ed military. Its civilian population has also
proved its ability to form volunteer paramil-
itaries that fight desperately, wearing noth-
ing but old sneakers and hunting gear.
Invading, defeating, and swiftly occupying
Ukraine for the sake of forcing its politi-
cal leadership into a political deal would
require a massive, multilayered military
action equal to the scale of the Iraq War of
2003 or even greater.
No matter what, Russia is currently not ful-
ly capable of achieving such a goal, either
economically or politically. And we’re not
even talking about all the billions belonging
to the Russian elite inner circle in the West
that can be easily extorted, or the sanctions
that could shutter the Russian economy and
make the occupation even more costly.
The price just does not match the possible
prize of conquering Ukraine, to put it sim-
ply. Our enemy is evil but not stupid, and it
loves its money and its villas in Italy.
We know this, and they know this.
What is happening in Eastern Europe right
now is another giant intimidation campaign
— and a pretty effective one at that, as we
can see from the latest developments.
As the previous crisis in April demonstrat-
ed, all the fear and all the tension involun-
tarily caught and spread by the media can
become a very powerful tool for securing
leverage. In many ways, the spear is, again,
pointed at the West, not exactly Ukraine.
So if it’s not actual war and occupation,

what could the Kremlin want?
Their wish list could be indefinitely long.
But there’s one thing that President
Vladimir Putin of Russia has voiced loud
and clear. Moscow wants a deal with the
West on Ukraine. On December 1, the
Russian leader overtly demanded that
NATO assume legal obligations regarding
non-extension into Eastern Europe. This
automatically means giving the red light to
any Ukrainian hopes of joining the Alliance
in the foreseeable future, while our country
is desperately seeking membership to save
itself from the Kremlin’s dark embrace.
Putin doesn’t want the West to send any
military instructors or sell Ukraine any
weapons, or establish any sort of military
infrastructure in Ukraine.
He even reportedly issued complaints to
President RecepTayyipErdogan of Turkey
because of the sale of Bayraktar TB2 attack
drone systems to Kiev that had seen their
combat debut in Donbas in late October.
The Kremlin wants Ukraine to be its own,
an untouchable part of its sphere of influ-
ence — and it is ready to go pretty far in
this regard. But, of course, not too far. As
powerful as it is, Moscow has to balance its
goals and the price it is willing to pay.
But what the Kremlin has achieved with its
in-your-face military movements near the
Ukrainian border is a high-stakes conversa-
tion with US President Joe Biden, who is
trying to stop his Russian counterpart from
breaking all hell loose on Ukraine.
In other words, for the first time in
years, the Kremlin has managed to re-
sume dialogue with the West regarding
Russia’s “red lines” in Eastern Europe,
particularly Ukraine, and its exclusive
sphere of influence. By threatening
war, and therefore a giant refugee crisis
in the region, Putin welcomes the West
to take the easiest route possible and
make concessions for the sake of peace
and business as usual — again.
And let’s not forget that yet another sweet
child of Moscow — the Nord Stream 2 gas
pipeline project — is currently having a hard
time being certified for full-fledged use in
Europe as Germany welcomes a new gov-
ernment and a new chancellor.
Let us admit that the threat of war is too
tempting an instrument to avoid, especially
when the time is right for Moscow.
And besides, in many ways, the ongoing
war scare in Europe serves the Russian re-
gime well. It's all about what the Russian
audience is currently seeing on their TV
screens. The motherland is in danger again,
a great war is coming again, brace yourself
and stay united behind the national leader.
Meanwhile, the Russian economy is plum-
meting, and Putin is facing yet another pres-
idential campaign in less than two years.
This works well in Russia’s domestic con-
text, reminiscent of the constant scares of
the Cold War. The Russian regime relies
heavily on this narrative, and it needs a war
— but only on its TV screens.
So, if the Kremlin keeps successfully over-
using this instrument. What can be done in
this situation?
It comes as no surprise that Russia’s most
painful spot is the fact that the whole of the
Kremlin elite prefers to keep their money,
their assets, and their families in the West
while robbing their own sorrowful country.
The prospect of saying goodbye to the
Kremlin’s billions in the West is more than
an effective tool of not only deterring a ma-
jor war on Ukraine but also of making the
Kremlin think twice before trying to please
its ever-increasing ambitions.
Even though the Russian war on Ukraine
has continued since 2014, so far we have
not seen the West’s readiness to go that far.
In many ways, this lack of resolve has led us
where we are all now.
But as fearful as it is, the new situation can
be easily illustrated from anyone’s experi-
ence from the streets. A street thug is not
going to be impressed by one’s desire “not
to provoke,” or “to establish an even dia-
logue,” or “giving diplomacy a chance.”
What stops a street thug from coming for
your purse is the following: the clearly
demonstrated ability to meet his assault
with a good old punch in the face.
— Illia Ponomarenko is
a defence reporter with the
Kyiv Independent, a Ukrainian
English-language publication.
Source: TRT World
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Briefs

Green Line
bus project
inaugurated

FroMm Pace 01
the country’s largest city’s
transport system. “l am wit-
ness to Karachi’s degenera-
tion in the past 50 years. We
have seen its transforma-
tion into a cave because we
did not focus on its adminis-
tration,” he said.
He said under the project,
30 buses would operate
on the track, while 135,
000 passengers would be
able to avail the facility
daily. He informed that
the completion of the pro-
ject cost the government
over Rs35 billion.
The prime minister, on the
occasion,  congratulated
Federal Minister for Plan-
ning, Development and
Reforms Asad Umar and
Sindh Infrastructure De-
velopment Company Lim-
ited (SIDCL) on remaining
determined and steadfast
to ensure completion of
the much-awaited project.
Earlier, Asad Umar thanked
the SIDCL and parliamen-
tarians from Karachi for
their efforts for the project.
He said the Sindh governor
was ‘supervising’ the pro-
ject since the PTI came to
power in 2018.
The minister recalled that
although the project had
been approved in 2016, but
the PML-N government
which stayed in power for
the next 28 months even
failed to build the project’s
infrastructure. “The order
for the buses was also not
placed and neither was the
payment system designed,”
the federal minister said,
and added the operation
and maintenance tender
was also not placed.
He added that the PML-N
only thought about build-
ing a track surrounded by
grills with no other facilities
available. Earlier, PM Imran
inaugurated the project,
which will operate on a tri-
al basis for the first 15 days
before becoming fully oper-
ational on December 25.

PML-N
slams
PTI govt

From Pace 01
He was of the view that only
by getting rid of this govern-
ment could people of the
country heave a sigh of re-
lief. “The anger and hatred
welling up inside the people
is not a good omen for Paki-
stan,” he opined.
Former Prime Minister
and PML-N leader Shahid
Khagan Abbasi has said
that Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) has nothing to do
with the Green Line project,
three months project was
completed in three and a
half years
He said there is neither a
democratic system nor a
stable parliament in this
country. Shahid Khagan
Abbasi while talking to
the media outside the ac-
countability court Karachi
said that the proceedings
should be shown live to the
people by installing camer-
as in the courts.
False references are
made to suppress the op-
position, everyone goes
round the courts, who
is responsible for this?
Doesn’'t Chairman NAB
have to answer for mak-
ing fake references?, Ab-
basi added.
Shahid Khagan Abba-
si further said that the
chairman NAB works
on daily wages, one day
he will also see the ac-
countability of so-called
chairman and justice will
be served.

Saudi
Crown
Prince in
Oman,
Kuwait

From Pack 01

I, and the accompanying
delegation, received,”
the crown prince said,
in a report from state
news agency SPA. He
added that the joint talks
the countries held con-
firmed the strength of
ties between them and
the desire to deepen co-
operation and strengthen
relations in all fields.

He further wished Bahrain
further progress and pros-
perity. Prince Mohammed
was earlier received by King
Hamad and his Bahraini
counterpart Prince Salman
bin Hamad upon his arrival
at Sakhir Air Base airport in
the capital, Manama.

Biden assures Ukraine’s
leader of US support

Biden spoke with Volodymyr Zelenskyy by phone for more than an hour Thursday.
Biden assured Zelenskyy of support for Ukrame s sovereignty and territorial integrity

WASHINGTON: President
Joe Biden reached out to
Ukraine’s leader Thursday
as the United States moved
to take a more direct role
in diplomacy between that
country and Russia, part of
a broader effort to dissuade
Russia from a destabiliz-
ing invasion of its western
neighbor. But any negotia-
tions to peacefully resolve
Europe’s tangled East-West
rivalries will present mine-
fields for the U.S. president.
Biden made his offer of
American diplomacy during
a two-hour online session
with  Russian  President
Vladimir Putin on Tuesday.
Biden proposed joining
the Europeans in negotia-
tions not just to settle the
conflict in eastern Ukraine
but to address Putin’s larg-
er strategic objections to
NATO expanding its mem-
bership and building mil-

itary capacity ever closer
to Russia’s borders. Biden
spoke with Ukrainian Pres-
ident VolodymyrZelenskyy
by phone for more than an
hour Thursday. Biden as-
sured Zelenskyy of support
for Ukraine’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity. He
also renewed a pledge that
the U.S. and its allies would
hit Russia with economic
sanctions and intensify de-
fensive aid to Ukraine and
NATO allies nearest to Rus-
sia if Russia did invade, the
White House said.

The two called on Putin to
calm the crisis and urged
diplomacy. Biden said the
U.S. was prepared to help
with  “confidence-building
measures” to implement a
2015 peace deal.

In a statement after the
call with Biden, Ukraine
said Zelenskyy was offer-
ing “clear proposals to

unblock the peace process
and is ready to discuss
them in various formats.”

Administration  officials
have suggested that the
U.S. will press Ukraine to
formally cede a measure of
autonomy within its east-
ern Donbas region, which
is now under de facto con-
trol by Russia-backed sepa-
ratists who rose up against
Kyiv in 2014.

Decentralization of Ukraine

and a “special status” for
Donbas were laid out in an
ambiguous, European-bro-
kered peace deal in 2015,
but it has never taken hold.
More autonomy could for-
mally give residents of that
region more authority over
some local issues. The ad-
ministration officials made
no mention of ceding any
territory. Biden also will
have to finesse Ukraine’s
desire to join NATO. The

U.S. and NATO reject Pu-
tin's demands that they
guarantee Ukraine won'’t
be admitted to the Western
military alliance.

But senior State Depart-
ment officials have told
Ukraine that NATO mem:-
bership is unlikely to be ap-
proved in the next decade,
according to a person famil-
iar with those private talks
who spoke on condition of
anonymity. For Biden, the
challenge will be encourag-
ing Kyiv to accept some of
the facts on the ground in
eastern Ukraine, without
appearing to cave to Putin —
a perception that could em-
bolden the Russian leader
and unleash a fresh line of
condemnations by Republi-
cans as Biden’s popularity
is already in decline.
Ukraine may be asked “can
you make some step for-
ward on these areas,” said

Steven Pifer, a former US
ambassador to Ukraine.
That could include meas-
ures such as allowing the
Russia-allied Donbas region
to control its own health
care, police and schools, he
said. “But | don’t see Wash-
ington pushing the Ukraini-
ans to take steps that would
compromise their sover-
eignty or the ability of the
national government when
it came to making deci-
sions,” Pifer said.

Ukraine, a former Soviet
republic with deep cultural
and historic ties to Russia,
has in recent years sought
closer integration with the
West and membership in
NATO. The alliance has
held out the promise of
membership but it has
declined to set a timeline.
Even before the current
crisis, Ukraine was a long
way from joining.

Napoli knock Leicester
out of Europa League

DNA

LONDON: Brendan Rodgers
admitted he doesn't know
what the Europa Conference
League is after Leicester's
3-2 defeat at Napoli con-
demned them to a place in
the unheralded competi-
tion. Napoli sent Leicester
crashing out of the Europa
League as the Italian side
advanced to the knockout
stages in a dramatic conclu-

sion to Group C. Leicester
were top of the group going
into the final round of match-
es, but the defeat in Naples
dropped them to third place,
meaning they will enter UE-
FA's third-tier tournament in
the knockout play-off round
in February.

"I've got to be honest | don't
even know what the com-
petition is," Rodgers said
of the Europa Conference
League. "I was focused on

the Europa League and win-

ning this group or at the very
least finishing second. I'm
not sure what it is, but I'm
sure we will find out soon
enough.” Napoli had blown
a two-goal lead as Leicester
hit back to level by half-time,
but EljifEImas's second goal
of the game won it for the
hosts after the interval.

Spartak Moscow finished
top of the group after a 1-0
win at Legia Warsaw, se-
cured by ZelimkhanBakaev's
17th-minute goal. Leicester,

beset by Covid-19 cases
and other illnesses, would
have salvaged their Europa
League place if Legia's To-
mas Pekhart hadn't missed a
stoppage-time penalty.
Napoli ended in second
place, two points ahead
of Leicester, and will fea-
ture in the Europa League
knockout round play-offs in
February. Injury-hit Napoli
took the lead in the fourth
minute as Adam Ounas
marked his first start for
the club since 2019 with a
clinical low strike from just
inside the penalty area.
Napoli struck again in the
24th minute when Andrea
Petagna beat Leicester's
offside trap and squared
his pass to Elmas, who
slotted past  Kasper
Schmeichel with ease.
Jonny Evans gave Leices-
ter hope when he fired
home after Napoli failed
to clear James Maddison's
27th-minute free-kick.
Evans' first goal in Europe for
eight years was followed in
the 33rd minute by Kiernan
Dewsbury-Hall's maiden goal
for Leicester. Maddison's
free-kick was only cleared to
the edge of the area, where
the 23yearold midfielder
smashed a superb volley into

Root and Malan lead
England fightback

in first Ashes Test

BRISBANE: Joe Root and Dawid Malan put on a defiant un-
beaten partnership of 159 to give England hope of salvaging
a draw in the opening Ashes Test at the Gabba on Friday.
A rejuvenated England were 220-2 at the close of play, with
skipper Root on 86 and Malan 80, only 58 runs behind Aus-
tralia. After England lost both openers in the session before
tea, Root and Malan looked increasingly comfortable on the
third-day Gabba pitch as they steadily wore down the Aus-
tralian attack. Root's classy 86 not out is one short of his
highest score in Australia and took him past 1,500 runs in a
calendar year, the most ever by an Englishman, surpassing
Michael Vaughan's 1,481 in 2002.

Leading by example, the skipper barely offered a chance
in his innings, stroking 10 boundaries including a sublime
reverse sweep off spinner Nathan Lyon. After England's dis-
mal start to the Ashes, when they were bowled out for just
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the bottom corner.

icant,” reports the BBC.

things with useful actions,”

disappearance and treatment of
the French Education Minister

insignificant and symbolic,” Macron said on
not believe that the Olympics ought to be
taken that held a “useful effect,” accord-
have a complete boycott, and don’t
Macron

state that France would stand along-

mittee to protect athletes, which

that France would not be joining

matic boycott of Beijing’s Olym-
which must be protected from polit-

he discussed France’s rationale for not
States, the United Kingdom, Australia,
instating a diplomatic boycott of Beijing’s
tary Jen Psaki has said that countries must

Dlplomatlc Olymplc boyco
‘Insignificant’: Macron

French President Emmanuel Macron has confirmed that France will not be joining in a diplomatic boycott of the
2022 Beijing Winter Olympic games, calling the move by others nations including the U.S. “symbolic and insignif-
“l don’t think we should politicize these topics, especially if it’s to take steps that are
Friday. Macron has also said that he does
politicized and that he wanted action to be
ing to the media. To be clear: You either
send athletes, or you try to change
added. The French president did
side the International Olympic Com-
is believed to be a nod towards the

athlete, PengShuai. On Thursday,
Jean-Michel Blanquer also said
other Western nations in a diplo-
“Sports is a world in itself,
said Blanquer as
joining its allies in boycott. The United
and Lithuania have all said they will be
White House Press Secre-
make their own decisions on whether or not
to diplomatically boycott the Olympics and that the White House would not be pressuring other countries to join
the United States in doing so. France is scheduled to host the 2024 Summer Olympic games in Paris. — Agencies

pics.
ical interference,”

2022 games.

147 in their first innings, it was just what they needed. "For
him to carry on the form he had in our summer and the

1 early English winter is fantastic and it's great signs for us as

LS a team that Joe's playing well out here, and is leading from
= the front,” Malan said. Lyon, still searching for his 400th
Test wicket, never looked like breaking through. The South
African-born Malan scored his only Test century on the last
tour of Australia and although not as comfortable as his cap-
tain, he also looked in control. He did struggle with fatigue
towards the close, however, and went down with cramp.
Earlier, Travis Head scored a superb 152 to put Australia
in what seemed a commanding position after their first in-
nings. Australia were finally dismissed for 425 on Friday,
30 minutes before lunch, a handsome lead of 278. England
then survived a tricky period and went to lunch 23 for no
wicket. Rory Burns, who was out first ball of the series on
Wednesday when clean-bowled by Mitchell Starc, was lucky
to survive the dreaded pair when he was adjudged leg-be-
fore wicket on Starc's sixth ball of the first over of the day.
But after reviewing the decision, replays showed the ball
was just missing the top of middle stump, and a relieved
Burns survived. But he didn't last long after lunch and
gloved a ball to wicketkeeper Alex Carey off Australian
captain Pat Cummins. Haseeb Hameed looked in great
touch and eased to 27, but he tried to glance a wide ball
from Starc, only to get a faint touch to Carey. Malan
knows that plenty more work lies ahead despite Eng-
land's improved showing. "To come here today and do
what we did after a day and half of hard fielding is fantas-
tic, but that's only half the job." he said. - DNA

Jerusalem is common cause of entire Islamic world

Erdogan also touched upon the recent crisis in Afghanistan and said that it is our
common wish for Afghanistan to achieve lasting peace and stability. “We cannot

afford to turn our backs on the Afghan people,” he added

WEeB DEsk

ISTANBUL: The Jerusalem cause
is not just the cause of a handful of
brave Muslims, but the common
cause of the entire Islamic world,
President  RecepTayyipErdogan
said Friday. Speaking at the open-
ing session of the 16th conference
of the Parliamentary Union of the
Organization of Islamic Coopera-
tion (PUIC) in Istanbul, Erdogan
said that defending Jerusalem
means defending humanity.

He also called on all member
countries to avoid any action that
can harm the Palestinian cause.
“It is unfair and unscrupulous to
make the Palestinians pay the
price for the genocide against the
Jews in Europe during World War
I1,” he said, adding that as the de-
scendants of an ancestor who ruled
Jerusalem justly for 400 years, they
do not want to see blood, tears and
oppression in Palestine.

“We resolutely maintain our sensi-
tivity regarding the status of East
Jerusalem and the sanctity of the
Al-Agsa Mosque,” he underlined.
The way to permanent peace
and stability is through the es-
tablishment of an independent,
sovereign, territorially integrated
Palestinian state on the 1967 bor-
ders, with Jerusalem as its capital,
Erdogan also said.

Turkey may fix relations with Is-
rael if the Tel Aviv administration
takes concrete steps regarding
Palestine, Erdogan said Wednes-
day. The president noted that Tur-
key is in favor of living in peace
and establishing regional peace.
“I'd had talks with Israel in the
past but Israel needs to act more
sensitively regarding its regional
policies on Palestine,” Erdogan
said, adding that Tel Aviv needs to
act responsibly on the issue of Je-
rusalem and Al-Agsa Mosque.
Ankara would immediately start
reciprocating if it sees Israel do-

ing its part, the president said,
adding that the two countries can
reappoint envoys the moment Is-
rael acknowledges actions that are
considered red flags by Turkey.

Known for its unbreakable solidar-
ity with the Palestinians, Turkey

has been voicing support for the
Palestinian cause in the interna-
tional realm for decades. Turkish
authorities emphasize that the
only way to achieve lasting peace
and stability in the Middle East is
through a fair and comprehensive

solution to the Palestinian issue
within the framework of inter-
national law and United Nations
resolutions. Turkish officials con-
tinue to criticize Israel’s policies
targeting Palestinians, including
the illegal settlements in the oc-
cupied West Bank and Jerusalem
and the humanitarian situation in
Gaza. Israel occupied East Jerusa-
lem during the 1967 Arab-Israeli
war. It annexed the entire city in
1980, in a move that has never
been recognized by the interna-
tional community. Israel sees all
of Jerusalem as its undivided capi-
tal — a status not recognized inter-
nationally. Palestinians want East
Jerusalem as the capital for their
future state. Gaza has also been
under a tightened Israeli blockade
since 2007 and most basic goods
enter the region through highly
restricted measures.

Erdogan also touched upon the re-
cent crisis in Afghanistan and said
that it is our common wish for Af-

ghanistan to achieve lasting peace
and stability. “We cannot afford to
turn our backs on the Afghan peo-
ple,” he added. He also criticized
the Western countries’ stance on
the migration waves stemming
from war-torn countries.

“In fact, countries like us, which
are neighbors to the crisis re-
gions, bear the main burden on
the issue of migration and refu-
gees, rather than the vocal West-
ern countries,” Erdogan said.
The international community
needs to deliver humanitarian
aid to the Afghan people, For-
eign Minister Mevlit Cavusoglu
said Monday, underlining that
the sensitivity shown by Qatar
and Turkey should set an exam-
ple. Turkey has been a key tran-
sit point for irregular migrants
who want to cross into Europe to
start new lives, especially those
fleeing war and persecution
such as the Syrian civil war that
began in early 2011.

Foolproof
security for
Australian

team

ISLAMABAD: A securi-
ty delegation of Cricket
Australia held a meeting
with Minister for Interi-
or Sheikh Rashid Ahmed
here on Friday to discuss
the  security arrange-
ments for the upcoming
Australia tour to Pakistan
during March-April next
year. During the meeting,
Rashid assured the delega-
tion that foolproof security
arrangements has been
made during the team Aus-
tralia’s stay in Pakistan.
He further added that he
has been directly in contact
with the security agencies,
Sindh and Punjab govern-
ments. He also added that
the Pakistanis are big fans
of cricket and have been
waiting long for the Paki-
stan- Australia series.

“l hope the fans get to
see some quality cricket,”
Sheikh Rashid stated.

The minister said that the
team Australia would be
warmly welcomed by the
Pakistanis on their arrival.
The delegation will inspect
the security arrangements
at hotels, stadiums and
routes leading to and from
stadiums and hotels. Aus-
tralia will visit Pakistan for
a full tour in 2022. The tour
will comprise of three Test
matches as well as three
ODls, and only T20Il. — APP

Climate
change

drives

terrorism

UNITED NATIONS: UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres has told the UN
Security Council that en-
vironmental  degradation
enables armed groups to
extend their influence and
manipulate resources to
their advantage, highlight-
ing that conflict-prevention
initiatives need to factor in
climate risks.

In Iraq and Syria, terrorist
group Da’esh, also known
as ISIL, has exploited water
shortages and taken control
of water infrastructure to
impose its will on communi-
ties, while in Somalia char-
coal production provides
a source of income for Al-
Shaab, the UN chief said
during a debate on ‘Securi-
ty, in the Context of Terror-
ism and Climate Change”
on Thursday.

“Climate change is not the
source of all ills, but it has
a multiplier effect and is
an aggravating factor for
instability, conflict and ter-
rorism”, he said, urging
the 15 Council members to
address these challenges in
an “integrated matter” to
create a “virtuous a circle
of peace, resilience and sus-
tainable development”.
Guterres reminded that cur-
rently the regions that are
most vulnerable to climate
change, also largely suffer
from insecurity, poverty,
weak governance and the
scourge of terrorism.
“Climate  impacts com-
pound conflicts and exac-
erbate fragility...When the
loss of livelihoods leaves
populations in despair, the
promises of protection, in-
come and justice - behind
which terrorists sometimes
hide their true designs - be-
come more attractive”, he
emphasized. - APP

Qatar sign
Cyprus gas
deal despite
Turkey

opposlition
NICOSIA: US giant Exx-
onMobil and Qatar Energy
signed a contract Friday for
oil and gas exploration and
production-sharing off the
divided island of Cyprus de-
spite Turkey’s opposition to
the deal. Cypriot Energy Min-
ister Natasa Pilides, Varnavas
Theodosiou, CEO of Exxon-
Mobil Cyprus, and Ali al-Ma-
na, director of Qatar Energy’s
International Upstream and
Exploration, signed the con-
tract in Nicosia.
It is the second gas explo-
ration contract that the
consortium has  signed
for Block 5 in the island’s
Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ). In February 2019,
the consortium discovered
a huge natural gas reserve
off Cyprus in Block 10, the
island’s largest find to date,
holding an estimated five to
eight trillion cubic feet.
The consortium plans to
drill an appraisal well on
Block 10 in late December,
with results expected by the
end of February. Oil and gas
drilling off Cyprus has been
interrupted by the Covid-19
pandemic. — APP



