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Travel restrictions

of Covid-19 must not
bypass human rights

Detailed News On Page-07

Elon Musk
named
person of
the year

WEB DESK

WASHINGTON Time
magazine
on Monday
named Te-
sla founder
and  space

: entrepre-
neur Elon Musk as its per-
son of the year, capping a
roller-coaster 2021 for the
technology magnate. The
brash South African-born
50-year-old with grand am-
bition overtook space race
rival and Amazon founder
Jeff Bezos to become the
world’s richest person
this year. In October his
electric car company’s
valuation soared above a
trillion dollars.

PDM asked
to change

protest date

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Interior Min-
ister Sheikh
Rashid  Ah-
mad on Mon-
day has said
=4 that PDM
»~  has been
asked to change the date of
protest from March 23 due
to parade in copnne Pakistan
Day. Talking to media, the
minister said that opposition
parties have been clarified
that they will be responsible
if any untoward incident will
occur on March 23. No ac-
tion will be taken against you
if you won’t take law in your
hands, Sheikh Rashid said to
PDM leaders. Meanwhile,
the interior minister said
that the cybercrime wing
will be further strengthened
to meet the emerging chal-
lenges as more resources
will be provided to them.

Faisal new
PCB Chief
Executive

DNA

LAHORE The Pakistan
Cricket
Board today
announced
that, follow-
ing a robust
recruitment
process, it has appointed
Faisal Hasnain as its new
Chief Executive. He will
formally assume charge in
January 2022. Faisal is a UK
qualified Chartered Account-
ant and has had a profession-
al career of over 35 years
in high-profile finance and
sports administration roles
with some of the world’s lead-
ing blue chip organisations.
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Pakistan not

given due
credit: PM

— Says Pakistan faced biggest
collateral damage in Afghan war

ABIp Raza / DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran
Khan has regretted that Pakistan has not
been credited by the western world for
the sacrifices rendered by it in the war
on terrorism. Imran Khan said Pakistan
and western countries were allies but
they were also dropping bombs in our
country. “They (allies’ countries) were
committing mistakes and put blame on
Pakistan but there was nobody to answer
on behalf of Pakistan.”

Prime Minister Imran Khan was ad-
dressing the opening session of Margal-
la Dialogue 21 “Breaking Past, Entering
Future” in Islamabad on Monday. The di-
alogue was arranged by Islamabad Poli-
cy Research Institute, which is affiliated
with the National Security Division.
Prime Minister also lamented that West-
ern countries not criticizing fascist poli-
cies of India against minorities including
in Indian Occupied Jammu and Kashmir.
The premier said Pakistan faced the big-
gest collateral damage in the Afghan war
as it is the only country in the US’s al-
liance which suffered more than eighty
thousand casualties, displacement of
millions of people and over one hun-
dred billion rupees loss to the economy.

Continued on Page 06

PM gets briefing

on Sialkot
lynching case

STAFF REPORT

LAHORE: The Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Punjab and chief secre-
tary briefed Prime Minister Imran
Khan on the progress made into the
Sialkot tragedy, in which a Sri Lankan
citizen Priyantha Kumara was brutally
tortured to death. According to details,
Punjab Chief Minister Usman Buzdar
called on Prime Minister Imran Khan
at the Governor House in which he
was briefed on the administrative and
political affairs of the province.

After getting a briefing on the progress
of the investigation into the Sialkot
tragedy, the premier directed that in-
cidents like the Sialkot lynching should
be strictly prevented and a joint strat-
egy should be chalked out to prevent
any untoward incidents in the future.
Chief Minister Usman Bazdar apprised
the Prime Minister about the new local
government system of the province.

Continued on Page 06

Israeli PM, UAE
crown prince discuss

mutual ties, Iran

The Palestinians have deplored the
Israeli-Emirati rapprochement

NEews DEsk

DUBAI: Prime Minister Naftali Bennett
on Monday in the first ever public meet-
ing between the United Arab Emirates’
de facto ruler and an Israeli leader.
Israel’s ambassador to Abu Dhabi said
the issue of Iran was on the agenda for
their talks, which follow the formalisa-
tion of Israel-UAE relations last year un-
der a US-led regional initiative.

While shared concern about Iranian

activity was among reasons for the dip-
lomatic moves, the UAE has also been
trying to improve relations with Tehran.
Releasing photographs of Bennett and
Sheikh Mohammed smiling and shak-
ing hands, the Israeli leader’s office
described the meeting as “historic”. A
statement on state news agency WAM
said Sheikh Mohammed voiced hope
for “stability in the Middle East” and
that Bennet’s visit would “advance

Continued on Page 06

Taliban seek
ties with US,
other ex-foes

Detailed News On Page-08

ew ency

IslamahadPOST

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 Pakistan’s First And Only Diplomatic Daily

www.islamabadpost.com.pk ISLAMABAD EDITION

Price Rs. 20

Pak-Indonesia
negotiate on
trade deal

Detailed News On Page-08

LAHORE Chief Minister Punjab Usman Buzdar calls on Prime Mlmster Imran Khan IG Punjab
and Chief Secretary Kamran Ali Afzal are also present on the occasion. — DNA

COAS visits
Karachi Corps

— Hails role of
Sindh police

SHusaaT Hamza

RAWALPINDI: Army Chief Gen-
eral Qamar
Javed Bajwa
while appre-
ciating the
formation
and sacrific-
wo €s of Sindh
Rangers for
R — the estab-
lishment of peace said that the
measures taken by Rangers have
reduced terrorism and crime.
According to ISPR, when Army
Chief General Qamar Javed Bajwa
arrived on a visit to Corps Head-
quarters Karachi, he was received
by Corps Commander Lieutenant
General Muhammad Saeed.
The Chief of Army Staff was briefed
on the operational matters of for-
mation and other projects includ-
ing security and transformation
of the province especially Karachi
while steps were also taken to
improve civic facilities in Karachi.
The Chief of Army Staff expressed
satisfaction over the operational
readiness and security measures
of the Karachi Corps and appreci-
ated the co-ordination of the stake-
holders in the implementation of
the Transformation Plan.
The Army Chief visited the Sindh
Police Headquarters and laid flow-
ers at the Martyrs’ Memorial. He
appreciated the role of police in
improving security in the province
and also talked to the families of
martyrs of Sindh Police.
The Army Chief paid homage to
the martyrs of Sindh Police and
assured full cooperation.

(" Pakistan’s
first omicron
case confirmed

Kuayam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: The National Insti-
tute of Health (NIH) confirmed on
Monday Pakistan’s first case of Cov-
id-19 Omicron variant in a Karachi
resident. The NIH received samples
of three suspected cases of Omicron
variant from Karachi for genome
sequencing, a study that confirms
the exact variant of the virus.

\_ Continued on Page 06

Japan announces US$ 4.35mn
grant for anti-Polio campaign

This latest grant will be utilized for the procurement
of 24 million oral doses of vaccines

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: The Government of
Japan announced a US$ 4.35 million

@ ji’CA‘ unicef e .[]@ 70

grant to procure essential oral polio
vaccines as part of its continued sup-
port to Pakistan for its polio eradica-
tion efforts.
utilized for the procurement of 24

This latest grant will be

million oral doses of vaccines. It will
allow the programme to reach around
21 million children under five years
old with focus on the high-risk districts
with persistent poliovirus transmis-
sion. The vaccines will be used during
vaccination drives planned in 2022.

According the National Action Plan
(NEAP) 2021-2023, the Polio Por-
gramme’s strategic goal is to perma-
nently interrupt all poliovirus trans-
mission in Pakistan by the end of 2023.
The notes of the grant were signed and
exchanged between the Government
of Japan and the United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund (UNICEF), and the grant
agreement was signed and exchanged
between Japan International Coop-
eration Agency (JICA) and UNICEF.

Continued on Page 06
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Country facing
unprecedented
inflation: Shehbaz

“The entire nation is in so much pain that one
shudders at its mere thought,” he regretted

Bilawal defends
Sindh LG
amendment bill

STAFF REPORT

LAHORE: Leader of
the Opposition in the
National Assembly
and Pakistan Mus-

lim League-Nawaz .

(PML-N) President =

Shehbaz Sharif said on Monday that the Nazir Sryar

inflation being witnessed today was unprec- KARACHI: PPP Chair- ‘

man  Bilawal  Bhut
to-Zardari on Monday
defended the Sindh
Local Government
(Amendment) Bill 2021,
saying that critics of the
legislation would eat
humble pie. The Sindh Local Government Act
was passed with amendments in the Sindh As-
sembly last week in a chaotic session that saw
loud chants by a fervently protesting Opposi-
tion. The PPP chairman, addressing a press
conference in Karachi, said the law introduced
by the Sindh government does not exist in any
other province, as he slammed the critics.
He mentioned that the party is also making
progress in Lahore, adding the people of Ka-
rachi and Lahore have pinned hopes on PPP.

edented. Speaking to the media outside
an accountability court (AC) in Lahore, he
said that record price hike had broken the
back of a poor man and devastated each and
every household in the country. “So much
so that people are yearning for a single loaf
of bread now,” he said, and added, “They are
praying to Allah (The Almighty) to rid them
of this ‘incompetent’ government.”

Shehbaz said it was really unfortunate
that even the prices of milk for infants
and medicines were now out of the reach
of common man. “To cut a long story
short, the entire nation is in so much pain
that one shudders at its mere thought,”
he regretted. Earlier, hearing of three
cases, involving the Shehbaz Sharif fam-
ily, was held at the accountability court.
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President urges
students to play role
for development

The president remarked that the completion of the
CPEC and the development of Gwadar port would help to
create employment opportunities as well as bring prosperity

DNA

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi
has urged the students to focus on
their studies and play their role for
the development of the country.

He expressed these views during an
interactive session with the students
and faculty members of Baluchistan
Residential College, Khuzdar, at Ai-

wan-e-Sadr, on Monday.

Talking to the students, the Presi-
dent said that the government was
focusing on the socio-economic de-
velopment of the province which
had, unfortunately, been neglected

in the past.

He underscored that priority was
being given to the development of
the education sector as it played an
instrumental role in the socio-eco-
nomic uplift of the country.

The president remarked that the

to the province of Balochistan

completion of the China Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC) and the
development of Gwadar port would
help to create employment opportu-
nities as well as bring prosperity to
the province of Balochistan.

The president also appreciated the
government of Balochistan over its
initiative of establishing residential
colleges in areas such as Khuzdar
and Loralai, and expressed the hope
that these institutions would play a
major role in the educational devel-
opment of the province.

Later, while chairing a meeting of
the senate of National Skills Uni-
versity (NSU), Islamabad, President
Dr Arif Alvi underlined the need
to focus on the skill-development
of youth and produce manpower in
line with the requirements of the
market. He urged the universities to
increase the number of skilled grad-
uates in order to fulfill the rising de-

mand of the market.
Vice-Chancellor National Skills Uni-
versity, Professor Dr Muhammad
Mukhtar, updated the meeting about
the role of the university in provid-
ing skills in various fields.

He also apprised the meeting about
the implementation status of the
decisions taken in the 2nd Senate
meeting of NSU.
The meeting was
the Higher Education Commission
(HEC) of Pakistan had granted No
Objection Certificate (NOC) to NSU
to start classes in Electrical Engi-
neering Technology,
Engineering Technology, Civil En-
gineering Technology, Information
Engineering Technology,
Lab Technology, and Mathematics.
The meeting also approved the min-
utes of the 2nd meeting of Senate
of National Skills University held on
October 20, 2021.

informed that

Mechanical

Medical

SCCI
demands
Increase in
booster shot
points

PESHAWAR: Sarhad Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry (SCCI) has urged the
provincial health authorities
to increase the number of
booster shot points in the
city.

In a statement issued here
on Monday, SCCI president
Hasnain Khurshid Ahmad
said that after reporting
case of Covid-19 new vari-
ant, Omicron in Pakistan,
the provincial health de-
partment has established
two points for booster shot
in Hayatabad Medical Com-
plex and Khyber Medical
University Peshawar, which
he termed insufficient to
timely inoculate large num-
ber population of Peshawar.
People are highly scared
after the report of new Cov-
id-19 variant Omicron in Pa-
kistan and want to immedi-
ately inoculate themselves
to save themselves from
this virus, he noted.
Therefore, he requested the
provincial health authorities
to ensure a maximum num-
ber of booster shot points
in major teaching hospitals,
basic health units and pe-
riphery units in Peshawar
and the rest parts of the
province in order to prevent
proliferation of Omicron
and protect everyone from
this deadly virus. — APP

MOL marks
Int’l Day of
PWDs

PESHAWAR: MOL Paki-
stan Oil and Gas Company
B.V. in partnership with the
Joint Venture Consortium
of TAL Block commemo-
rated the International Day
of Persons with Disabilities
(IDPD) with the students of
Nishtar Special Education
Centre at a colorful event.
Deputy Commissioner (DC)
Kohat, Roshan Mehsud was
the chief guest of the event.
District, Social Welfare Of-
ficer Amjad Afridi was also
present on the occasion,
said a press release issued
here on Monday.
Differently abled children
of the centre performed the
national anthem, hamad,
naat and various intriguing
tablos and received round
of applause from the audi-
ences. Wheelchairs along
with school supplies such
as uniforms and shoes were
later distributed among the
students.

On the occasion, DC Kohat
Roshan Mehsud expressed
gratitude to MOL Pakistan
for their support to people
with disabilities residing in
the company’s areas of oper-
ation. He said that with the
support of MOL Pakistan,
the district administration
is committed to improve the
services of this important
community centre.

In his message, Ali Murtaza
Abbas, MOL Group
Regional Vice President
for Middle East, Africa and
Pakistan said that MOL
Group is a responsible
corporate entity that has
always supported diversity
and inclusivity efforts
in Pakistan through our
social ~ welfare funding
and  corporate  social
responsibility (CSR)
initiatives. — APP

Off-season management
stressed to save cotton
crop from Gulabi Sundi

BURrReAU REPORT

FAISALABAD: The agricul-
ture experts have advised
the cotton growers to adopt
off-season management
strategy as it is imperative
to save cotton crops from
the attack of Gulabi Sundi
(pink bollworm).

A spokesman for the agri-
culture department said
on Monday, “60 countries
are producing cotton in the
world while Pakistan is at
4th position among them
and Punjab province shares
70 percent of total cotton
production in the country”.
Cotton is a precious cash
crop which not only plays
pivotal role in strength-
ening national economy
but also helps in mitigat-
ing financial constraints

of the growers, he said,
adding that some time the
cotton growers had to face
colossal loss due to attack
of insects including Gulabi
Sundi which was the worst
enemy of cotton crop as
there was no host plant for
it other than cotton.

He advised the cotton
growers to adopt off-sea-
son management strategy
to save their cotton crops
from attack of Gulabi Sun-
di (pink bollworm).

Elaborating, he said, “Pink
bollworm goes in winter
nap during November and
December and its eggs
remain present on cotton
seeds, branches and dried
leafs in farms and ginning
factories. When they get
sufficient temperature after
winter, they again become
active”. Giving further de-

tails, he said that the farm-
ers should cut the branches
of cotton crops nearer to
earth up to January 31 and
keep them in the sunshine
so that Gulabi Sundi, its lar-
va and eggs could die.

The remains of cotton
crops at growers’ farm and
in ginning factories should
be burnt besides using ro-
ta-vater plough in the cot-
ton field after completely
harvesting the crop so
that next crop could be
saved from the attack of
this pest, he said.

The farmers can also use
Chlorpyrifos pesticide in
water and flood the field
where eggs or larvae of
Gulabi Sundi was found
after harvesting cotton
crop for complete eradica-
tion of (pink bollworm), he
added.

ISLAMABAD: A religious delegation headed by Mr Ali Jaswal of Badshahi Mosque,

Religious Scholars of Inter Faith Harmony accompanied by clergies from various schools of
thoughts from Lahore called on the High Commissioner to express their condolences on the
killing of Sri Lanka national in Sialkot. — DNA

FCCI stresses
promoting
Punjab
culture

FAISALABAD: The tradi-
tional and rural culture of
Punjab must be preserved
and promoted for the new
generation to educate them
about its centuries old his-
toric and social background
in addition to highlighting
its beauty and economic
benefits.

This was stated by Atif Mu-
nir Sheikh, President Fais-
alabad Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry while
addressing a meeting of the
FCCI Standing Committee
on Agri-tourism and its De-
velopment. He welcomed
the new cultural policy of
Punjab government and said
that we must explore avenues
of progress and prosperity by
sticking to our own cultural
heritage. He also appreciat-
ed the role of FCCI standing
committee and said that it
had done an excellent job by
organising different events of
public interest.

Syed Khalid Mahmood,
chairman FCCI standing
committee, thanked Presi-
dent FCCI and said: “Lyall-
pur Jaggery Festival” will
be held in Lyallpur Farmer
Mall Gutwala on Dec 19. He
said that jaggery production
is a century old tradition of
the area and “we must pres-
ent it in a new and attractive
manner to keep it alive”. He
said that students from dif-
ferent schools and colleges
would be specially invited to
attend it in addition to the
families. — APP
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PAKISTAN NAVY ENGINEERING COLLEGE

KARACHI: Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi and Rector N
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in a group photo with faculty members on the occasion of 33rd Convocation of Pakistan Navy
Engineering College (PNEC). — APP

‘Enforced
disappearances
form of corruption’

AGENCIES

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad High Court Chief
Justice Athar Minallah on Monday ex-
pressed severe displeasure at the practice
of enforced disappearances, saying “chief
executives” of the country were ultimately
answerable for such acts and at one point
wondered if they should be charged under
Article 6 of the Constitution (high treason).
Justice Minallah gave these remarks during
an exchange with Attorney General of Pa-
kistan Khalid Jawed Khan while hearing a
petition filed by the family of missing jour-

nalist Mudassar Naaru.

In August 2018, Naaru went on vacation to
the Kaghan valley, but has since been miss-
ing. He was last spotted near the Kaghan
river. Initially, his family and friends thought
that he may have accidentally fallen into the
river and drowned, but his body was never
found. Others began speculating that Naaru
may have killed himself — a claim instant-
ly rejected by the family, saying he had no

signs of despair.

His family subsequently tried to register a
first information report against “unidenti-
fied persons”. When the police refused to
cooperate, they were forced to approach
civil rights organisations but to no avail.
A few months following his disappearance,
one of his friends said he had spotted Naaru

at a detention centre for ‘missing persons’.

In a previous hearing of the case, it had
been asserted that Naaru, who was also a

missing.

social activist and human rights defender,
had been receiving threats allegedly from
officials of state institutions before he went

In the hearing today, the IHC chief justice
called enforced disappearances a “stain on
Pakistan” and the “worst form of corrup-
tion” as he noted that former chief execu-
tives nowadays take pride in the practice by
writing about it in their books.

“Had the state existed somewhere, why
would the affected family need to approach

the court, and why would we need to bring

this to the prime minister’s notice?” the
chief justice questioned.

The attorney general said that enforced dis-
appearances would stop if a million people
took to the streets, saying such a mass pro-
test got the practice discontinued in Iran.
The judge remarked that Naaru’s family
should have found justice before they ap-
proached the court. “We expected that the

federal cabinet would do something after

meeting children of the missing journalist.”
The attorney general said “our geography,
unfortunately, warrants us to take into con-
sideration national security as well.”

To this, Justice Minallah said the primary
purpose of national security was the protec-
tion of citizens.

Govt
abolishes
local bodies

DistricT REPORTER

GUJRAT: The Governor
Punjab has issued a no-
tification to remove the
chairmen and members of
all local government (local
bodies) of Punjab from
January 1, 2022.

Govt enemy of the

people

The Pakistan Tahreek-e-
Insaf regime proved to
be an enemy of the peo-
ple. PML-N Gujranwala
Division MNA Chaudhry
Abid Raza Kotla while
addressing a dinner func-
tion organized by former
candidate Chairman UC
Grand Chaudhry Fayyaz
Mehr Kakrali said that
the way the present rulers
have solved the problems
leaving it to the mercy of
circumstances, there is no
precedent for this.
They have not been ful-
filled nor has an effective
plan been put in place for
the sake of economic pros-
perity.

Transit trade with Afghanistan,
CARs at stake, says PRIGCI

Nazir SiyAL

KARACHI: A recent notification by
the State Bank of Pakistan to with-
draw cash on counter facility from
Monday must be revoked with imme-
diate effect’, Zubair Motiwala, Chair-
man of the Pakistan Afghanistan
Joint Chambers and Commerce and
Industry.

Zubair Motiwala has sought immedi-
ate intervention of Honorable Prime
Minister Imran Khan to instruct
State Bank of Pakistan, Federal
Board of Revenue and Ministry of
Commerce to annul the said notifi-
cation and continue to extend the fa-
cility till Afghan banking system be-
comes operational and Afghanistan
gets access to its foreign reserves
that is halted. He commented that
these types of unplanned and incon-
siderate policy changes have shaken
the confidence of the business com-
munity on both sides who are striv-
ing to revive the economy in such
turbulent times. This change has
nullified all efforts made by PAJCCI
in the last few months to stabilize the
border trade not only with Afghani-
stan but with CARs.

PAJCCI has tabled all concerns with
government entities, has used its
Afghan Chapter’s good offices to
pave the way for the Pakistani busi-

ness community in Afghanistan and
CARs; evident from the recent visit
of the Afghan ministerial delegation.
It is a wellknown fact that Afghani-
stan’s banking system is currently
halted, has no access to Dollars,
is going through a socio-economic
crisis and Pakistan enjoys a unique
position in the region to be the most
trustworthy neighbor who can cre-
ate a sustainable dependency for
economic uplift of Afghanistan and
the region.

At present traders on both sides
are using barter, Pakistani traders
using cash on counter facility on be-
half of their Afghan counterparts by
purchasing dollars and depositing in
banks with complete documentation
on behalf of Afghan traders for tran-
sit and bilateral trade.

Despite investing the time and ef-
fort, Pakistani traders are subjected
to harassment by FIA and other gov-
ernment entities, facing 5-6 hours of
undue investigation. This is critical
to note that same practice is being
utilized for transacting with CIS
countries due to lack of strong bank-
ing infrastructure and connectivity.
Motiwala questioned the logic of
carrying such a huge sum of cash
by Afghan traders at the border in-
viting security issues, especially at
this moment where presently Af-
ghan banks are only allowing mini-

mum cash withdrawals. Additionally
access of foreign exchange within
Afghanistan itself is a big question.
Banks operating in Pakistan are also
reluctant to support trade and facili-
tate payments to Afghanistan due to
fear of sanctions and unclear policy
of the government.

PAJCCI is a joint chamber voicing
concerns of businesses across the
border in line with the vision of H.E.
Prime Minister of Pakistan who is
not only keen to support Afghani-
stan’s economy from collapsing in
these difficult circumstances but
also intend to strengthen bilateral
trade, transit and investment land-
scape with Afghanistan and further
with CIS countries.

However, this step goes in the oppo-
site direction and will further reduce
the economic ties with Afghanistan
and Pakistan will lose major business
with the only country with which it
enjoys more than 80% trade surplus.
Motiwala acknowledges pressures
on Pakistan’s economy and require-
ment of foreign exchange through
economic measures, nevertheless,
Afghanistan will not be able to sur-
vive this blow and sufferings will be
mutually felt by border based busi-
nesses leading to halt of exports to
Afghanistan. This may also lead to
severe reciprocal backlash and will
dilute the effect of confidence build-

ing measures employed by the Prime
Minister. It is noteworthy that trade,
diplomatic, security, peace and long-
term relations of Pakistan with not
only Afghanistan but with CARs will
be negatively affected with such ram-
pant measures. Instead of building
regional capability and capacity; this
type of policy changes areas leading
already low trade to total halt there-
by hurting people on both sides of
the border and adding to the preva-
lent humanitarian crisis.

On behalf of the business commu-
nity, Zubair Motiwala vociferously
requests the Prime Minister for
his intervention and urges him to
formulate stable, viable, innovative
and profitable policy with long-term
measures in the national interest by
engaging a joint chamber like PAJC-
CI that is representing business sen-
timents across the border.

PAJCCI has already shared several
alternatives to tackle the situation
at hand and urged SBP to deliber-
ate the matters before making such
announcements which can further
aggravate the financial stability and
Pakistan will lose exclusive trade and
economic corridor of Afghanistan
and CARs. He further requested
the honorable Prime Minister for a
meeting to discuss issues of urgent
importance for their mutually bene-
ficial resolution.

‘Women role
imperative 1n
development

FAISALABAD: President
Faisalabad Women Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry (FWCCI) Nighat
Shahid has said that GDP
growth rate can be in-
creased up to seven per
cent by providing opportu-
nities to women in nation-
al development.

She was addressing a
workshop titled ‘Digital &
Social Media Marketing’
held in collaboration with
Faisalabad Women Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry and USAID here
Monday.

Sobia Aqeel, Ferhat Nisar,
Dr Najma Afzal, Shama
Ahmed from Faisalabad
Women Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry and
a large number of women
participated in the work-
shop.

She said that 52 percent of
the population had a minor
share in national devel-
opment which we ignore

while talking about low
exports, economic growth
and weak economy.

She said that promotion
of entrepreneurship was
among her top priorities.
She said that thousands of
women were passing grad-
uation from universities
every year and they should
facilitate in business.

She said that our women
had a great potential and
GDP growth rate could
be increased by providing
them training on most
modern lines.

She lauded the efforts
of USAID and urged for
arranging such types of
workshops.

The Resource Person US-
AID Usman Latif briefed
the participants about dig-
ital and social media mar-
keting.

He also highlighted brand-
ing, global E-commerce,
E-commerce business,
marketing etc. — APP
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clean energy, NBS: Amin

The SAPM underlined that the global trust had increased on the country due to
its commitment and practical implementation of nature through green solutions

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Special As-
sistant to the Prime Min-
ister (SAPM) on Climate
Change Malik Amin Aslam
on Monday said the Eu-
ropean Union had agreed
to provide 150 million to
Pakistan for assisting its
clean energy transition and
nature based solutions for
ecosystem restoration.

Addressing the panel dis-
cussion as chief guest on
COP-26 at Ecosystem Res-
toration jointly organized
by the International Union
for Conservation of Nature
(IUCN) and UN Environ-
ment Programme (UNEP)
as part of the events held
under the World Environ-

ment Day 2021 hosted by
Pakistan, the SAPM said
the mega grant was an-
nounced by the EU minister
at the largest global moot
on climate change held ear-
lier in Glasgow, UK.

Amin said: “The world is
merely talking on conserv-
ing the biodiversity and nat-
ural environ through nature
based solutions (NBSs).
Pakistan is the only country
that has implemented NBSs
ahead of the entire world.”
The SAPM underlined
that the global trust had
increased on the country
due to its commitment and
practical implementation of
nature through green solu-
tions. “The prevailing dec-
ade is critical for ecosystem
restoration as all natural

habitats over the world are
facing existential threats
due to global warming and
climate change,” he added.
“Pakistan has been de-
clared Nature Champion
along with Congo and Cos-
ta Rica that are thickly
forested countries due to
the successful Ten Billion
Tree Tsunami Plantation
(TBTTP) implementation
on ground,” he added.
Speaking on the occa-
sion, German Ambassador
Bernhard Schlagheck said
Pakistan was among the
countries most impacted
due to climate change and
it also faced massive de-
forestation since 2005.
He said: “Germany assist-
ed the third party evalua-
tion of TBTTP in collab-

oration with the IUCN
as per the request of the
government of Pakistan.”
Countries like Pakistan,
he said needed to focus
on nature based solutions
whereas the ecosystem
restoration initiatives of
Pakistan like TBTTP were
commendable. “Germany
is collaborating with Paki-
stan in many other nature
restoration green initia-
tives,” he added.

Canadian High Commis-
sioner, Wendy Gilmour
said the cataclysmic natural
disasters in North America
had incurred heavy econom-
ic losses to one of the most
developed economies. How-
ever, countries like Pakistan
need to focus on innovative
technologies and improved

power supply systems to
ensure successful shift to-
wards green energy.
“Canada along with Germa-
ny has increased its green
climate fund for developing
countries like Pakistan to
assist nature based solution
for ecosystem restoration,”
she highlighted.

Islamabad Wildlife Manage-
ment Board (IWMB) Chair-
person Rina Saeed Khan
said the Margalla Hills Na-
tional Park had undergone
massive encroachments of
commercial, residential and
institutional nature.

“The nature has massively
revived during the lock-
downs due to Covid-19
pandemic. The Trail-6 be-
came home to common

ed to be around a dozen as
eight leopards were traced
through 20 camera traps,”
she informed.

“The trails nature has fully
reclaimed itself due to no
human intervention during
the lockdowns,” she said.
United Arab Emirates (UAE)
Deputy Head of Mission
Rashid AbdurRehman Al-Ali
said there was need to fix re-
sponsibility on the developed
countries to support develop-
ing countries to ensure cli-
mate change mitigation. He
suggested that the academia
and civil society needed to
focus on tangible solutions
based on innovation and
cutting edge technology to
reduce environmental deg-
radation and shift towards

leopards that are estimat- renewable energy.
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ISLAMABAD An attractive view of flowers flourlshlng and bloomlng
at roadside greenbelt in Federal Capital. — APP

FBR rebuts disinformation
about POS integration drive

ISLAMABAD: Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) has strongly rebutted disinformation being spread on the social media
against the proposed Service Charge of Rs.1 to be collected on all invoices issued by Tier-1 Retailers integrated with FBR’s
electronic system of real-time reporting of sales. It is being insinuated as if the rate of the Service Charge is 1 percent
instead of Rupee 1 per invoice only. This baseless propaganda by some vested interests is thoroughly malicious in intent
and definitely suspicious in content. The nominal Service Charge @ Re.1 per invoice of whatever denomination, would be
collected under Section 76 of the Sales Tax Act, 1990. This petty amount will be utilized to ensure integration of all Tier-1
Retailers, promote ongoing publicity campaign, and finance a prize scheme for all customers who duly verify their invoices
to determine the validity and genuineness of the invoices issued by the integrated Tier-1 Retailers, FBR further clarified.
It is pertinent to mention that FBR has already launched an aggressive awareness campaign on all the mainstream Social,
Electronic & Print Media to educate general public on a prize scheme ballot worth Rs.53 Million to be held every month in
FBR Headquarters, Islamabad. This first computer ballot on POS Prize Scheme will be held on January 15, 2022, announc-
ing 1007 lucky winners. Hence, the above unfounded campaign appears to have been initiated by those vested interests
who tend to oppose POS integration. They continue to collect Sales Tax from the general public but are always reluctant
to deposit the same in the Government Treasury. FBR has reaffirmed its unflinching resolve to continue integrating Tier 1
\Retallers across the country with full vigor and an indomitable spirit. - DNA

Anti-Polio drive kicks off

DNA

RAWALPINDI: Deputy Commissioner
(DC) Muhammad Ali on Monday inau-
gurated the five-day anti-polio drive by
administering drops to children under
five years of age here at Basic Health

Unit, Kotha Kalan, Morgah.

Speaking on the occasion, the DC di-
rected officials concerned to cover re-
fusal and non-attended children on the
same day. He said no polio case had
been detected in the district for a dec-
ade due to frequent drives launched by
the district administration, but there
was a need to remain attentive.

The DC informed that over 718,000
children below five years of age would
be covered during the drive while

the security of polio workers must
be ensured. Sharing details of the ar-
rangement for the campaign, Chief
Executive Officer of District Health
Authority Dr Faiza Kanwal said 2964
polio teams, 663 area in-charges and
240 medical officers were participat-

ing in the campaign, with observing
COVID-19 health guidelines.

Dr Faiza said the drive was also being
utilized for creating awareness about
COVID-19 and anti-dengue preventive
measures.
been set up while children coming
from outside are being vaccinated at
129 transit points of the district," she
added. The CEO informed that over
240,000 children had been immunized
on the first day of the campaign.
Meanwhile, according to a Police
spokesman, around 1200 cops had
been deployed in Rawalpindi district to
ensure security of anti-polio staff per-
forming duties during the campaign.
He added that a control room has
also been set up to monitor the secu-
rity arrangements.

"307 fixed centres have

ICCI slams unprecedented
hike in electricity tariff

He said that electricity is a major input for many industries and
making addition of Rs.4.74 per unit in the electricity bills for
collection in December would further increase production cost

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Shakeel Mu-
nir, President, Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry said that the gov-
ernment has made an in-
crease of Rs.4.74 per unit in
the tariff of electricity con-
sumed in October as fuel
cost adjustment, which is a
harsh decision as it would
put additional financial
burden of Rs.60 billion on
power consumers, further
escalate the cost of produc-
tion and push up inflation
leading to harmful conse-
quences on the economy.

Said that Pakistan needed
to boost exports in order to

get rid of foreign debt bur-
den and attain sustainable
economic growth, however,
the repeated hikes in power
tariffs, POL products and
increase in policy interest
rate have contributed to
make significant increase
in the cost of doing busi-
ness due to which it is
becoming difficult for
the business
community
to compete in
the interna-
tional market v
for exports.

He said that v
electricity is a ‘
major input for ‘
many industries
and making addi-

(

tion of Rs.4.74 per unit in the
electricity bills for collection
in December would further
increase production cost.
Shakeel Munir urged that
the government should
reduce its dependence on
thermal power and focus on
renewable energy sourc-

¥ es including hydro, solar

and wind to produce
‘ cheap energy

that  would
v bring down
v production
v cost, reduce
v inflation and

make our ex-
V ports  more
V competitive in

the internation-
al markets.

Jamshaid Akhtar  Sheikh
Senior Vice President and
Faheem Khan Vice President
ICCI said that the govern-
ment was assuring to pro-
mote the ease of doing busi-
ness to facilitate the growth
of private sector, however, its
measures like repeated hike
in electricity & gas tariffs and
oil prices are creating more
difficulties for SMEs and the
industrial sector.

They stressed that the gov-
ernment should reconsider
its approach and take meas-
ures to reduce the cost of
doing business that would
enable the business activi-
ties and exports to flourish
and the economy would
achieve stable growth.

33rd PNEC
convocation
ceremony held

ISLAMABAD: The 33rd Convocation Ceremony of Paki-
stan Navy Engineering College (PNEC) was held here on
Monday where Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad
Amjad Khan Niazi graced the occasion as Chief Guest. The
Naval Chief conferred 317 graduates with PhD, Masters and
Bachelor's degrees whereas 34 medals were also awarded
to students in various academic disciplines for outstanding
performances, said a Pakistan Navy news release. While ad-
dressing the audience, Chief of the Naval Staff highlighted
Pakistan Navy's commitment to train its officers at par with
regional and international navies.

The Naval Chief extended his heartiest felicitations to the
graduating students for earning honours and distinctions
for their outstanding performance in academics.

In his welcome address, Commandant PNEC Commodore
Kamran Ahmed highlighted that PNEC was imparting qual-
ity education in the field of engineering and its graduates
were spread across the globe in top organizations of the
world. He also apprised the audience that team of PNEC
participated in five international and four national competi-
tions and won laurels for Pakistan. - APP

One more die of
Covid in 24 hours

RAWALPINDI: One more patient had died with fatal coronavi-
rus during the last 24 hours, taking the total death toll to 1606
in Rawalpindi district. As per the latest data released by the
District Health Authority here Monday, as many as 1606 people
have died in the district since the emergence of the deadly virus,
out of which 1222 Rawalpindi's residents and 384 from other
districts. The report updated that four more patients were test-
ed positive during last 24 hours, raising the count of confirmed
cases to 39,424 in the district included 36,395 from Rawalpindi
and 3029 from outside districts. Among the new cases, three of
the patients have arrived from Taxila and one from Rawal town.
"Presently, 19 confirmed patients were admitted to three city
facilities, counting eight in Institute of Urology, seven in Fauji
foundation hospital, and four in Benazir Bhutto". - APP

Fertilizer

industry’s

problems
to be solved

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Adviser
to the Prime Minister

on Finance and Revenue
Shaukat Tarin held a meet-
ing with a delegation of Fer-
tilizer Industry at Finance
Division Monday.

Federal Minister for In-
dustries and Production
Makhdoom Khusro Bakh-
tiar, Member FBR and sen-
ior officers attended the
meeting. The delegation
thanked the Adviser for
providing a coordination
platform to the Fertilizer
Industry for resolution of
industry’s issues and high-
lighted the positive role of
Government in keeping the
prices of urea in Pakistan
at low level as compared
to the international market
for the benefit of farmers.
During the meeting, the
delegation  further ap-
prised the Adviser about
various issues the industry
and sought help from the
Government to address
these issues. The Advis-
er assured the delegation
that the Fertilizer indus-
try’s problems will be re-
solved at top priority as
Government appreciates
the critical role of industry
in the economic progress
of the country. The Advis-
er, however, emphasized
that the industry should
continue to play its due
role in providing the Urea
at the most reasonable
prices to the framers.

Starlink
officials
visit PTA

ISLAMABAD: US-based
global satellite broadband
provider Starlink’s Direc-
tor of the Middle East and
Asia, Ryan Goodnight, and
Head of Global Site Acquisi-
tion Ben Macwilliam Mon-
day visited Pakistan Tele-
communication  Authority
(PTA) Headquarters.

The visiting guests met with
Chairman PTA, Maj Gener-
al Amir Azeem Bajwa (R),
and Executive Director Fre-
quency Allocation Board,
said a news release issued
here. During the meeting,
the two sides discussed mat-
ters pertaining to the provi-
sion of satellite broadband
connectivity in Pakistan and
Starlink’s future plans for
connecting Pakistan to their
global network.

The chairman PTA ap-
prised Starlink represent-
atives about PM’s vision
of Digital Pakistan and
prospects in Pakistan’s
evolving market for quality
broadband internet. - APP

subcontinent.

operation.

Mobile: 0300 8553342

MURREE BREWERY

Open House for
Diplomatic Missions

Murree Brewery Company Limited located in Rawalpindi 1s
an icon reflecting the past and the present history of the

Murree Brewery Company is pleased to invite friends from
diplomatic missions to visit us and share the experience of
our efforts towards keeping it afloat for over 160 years of

We cordially invite diplomatic missions to visit us on any
Saturday from 10 am to 1:30 pm to enjoy our hospitality
and our products tasting. However, since, we are located in
the Red Zone / Prohibited area and it will be mandatory to
obtain No Objection Certificate (NOC) from the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs well in advance of the mtended visit date.
We look forward to welcoming you all soon.

For further information please contact the following.
Maj (r) Sabih Ur Rehman
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Sajid Kayani
appointed
as new CP0
Rawalpindi

RAWALPINDI: The Punjab
government on Monday
appointed DIG Sajid Kayani
as City Police Officer
Rawalpindi.

According to a notification,
Sajid Kayani was holding
the posts of DIG Operations
Punjab and Punjab Police
Information Officer (PPIO).
Sajid Kayani has extensive
experience in performing
professional duties in the
most important positions.
He is one of the most pro-
fessional, honest and ex-
perienced officer in Police
department. Former CPO
Athar Ismail Amjad, who
was recently promoted to
the next grade, was ordered
to report to the CPO Office,
Lahore. — APP

Secy directs
to achieve
target of RED
campaign

RAWALPINDI:  Secretary
Livestock, Punjab Naveed
Haider Sherazi has direct-
ed Rawalpindi” s district
administration officers
to achieve a 100 per cent
target of the ongoing 2nd
phase of the ‘Red’ (Reach
Every Door)Corona Vacci-
nation Campaign.
According to a handout is-
sued here Monday, the sec-
retary, while presiding over
a meeting to review the per-
formance of the RED drive,
said the government was
striving hard to ensure vac-
cination of maximum citi-
zens to prevent coronavirus
spread. Sherazi said that the
govt had devised a compre-
hensive plan to achieve the
goals of the 2nd phase of
the ‘Red’ Campaign started
from December 1, adding
the vaccine was mandatory
for those above 12 years of
age and safe for pregnant
and other diseases affect-
ing people. He said that
during the 1st drive, which
continued from October 25
to November 12, around 13
million had been vaccinated
across the province.
Secretary noted that vac-
cination centres had been
set across the province at
the Union Council level
and appealed to masses to
get themselves vaccinated
at the earliest to protect
themselves and their fami-
ly members from the virus.
Meanwhile, on the occa-
sion, Deputy Commissioner
briefed the secretary that
over 1.1 million people had
been inoculated against the
lethal virus during the first
campaign in the Rawalpindi
district. He informed that
408 teams were visiting
door to door to persuade
the citizens of corona vac-
cination while announce-
ments were also being made
from mosques informing
the citizens about corona
vaccination. He urged the
residents to come forward
and vaccinate themselves
at the earliest as the vacci-
nation was the only way to
prevent the fatal disease.
The drive will continue till
December 31.

Chief Executive Officer
District Health Authority
Dr Faiza Kanwal, Health Of-
ficer Dr Ehsan Ghanni and
district administration offi-
cials were also present on
the occasion. — APP

IRSA releases
86995 cusecs
water

ISLAMABAD: Indus River
System Authority (IRSA)
Monday released 86995
cusecs water from various
rim stations with inflow of
39864 cusecs.

According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, water level
in the Indus River at Tarbe-
la Dam was 1445.65 feet,
which was 53.65 feet higher
than its dead level 1392 feet.
Water inflow and outflow in
the dam was recorded as
26800 and 48000 cusecs
respectively. The wa-
ter level in the Jhelum River
at Mangla Dam was 1130.25
feet, which was 80.25 feet
higher than its dead level
of 1050 feet whereas the
inflow and outflow of water
was recorded a 3069 and
29000 cusecs respectively.
The release of water at Kala-
bagh, Taunsa and Sukkur was
recorded as 53292 , 46632
and 33885 cusecs respective-
ly. Similarly, from the Kabul
River a total of 2800 cusecs
of water was released at Now-
shera and 7195 cusecs re-
leased from the Chenab River
at Marala. — APP

18th Frontiers of Information
Technology inaugurated

Speakers from France, Netherlands, China, Ireland, Portugal, UK, USA and Pakistan
are participating in the two-day conference organized by COMSATS University

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
for Science and Technology, Shibli
Faraz inaugurated the COMSATS
University Islamabad’s 18th Inter-
national Conference on Frontiers
of Information Technology on
Monday. Speakers from France,
Netherlands, China, Ireland, Por-
tugal, UK, USA and Pakistan are
participating in the two-day confer-
ence organized by COMSATS Uni-
versity Islamabad in COMSTECH
Secretariat, Islamabad.

Shibli Faraz, Federal Minister
for Science & Technology,also
the Chief Guest of the opening
ceremonylauded the efforts of
FIT organizers for providing an
esteemed platform to research-
ers, scientists, and industry prac-
titioners from across the world
to present their cutting-edge re-
search as well as sharing latest
industry insights.

Moreover, he said that no country
has the capacity to single hand-
edly tackle the challenges of the
global commons like environmen-
tal issues, sustainable renewable
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energy, diseases and pandemics,
explosive population growth and
food scarcity etc. He said that it
was the foremost priority of the
present Government to facilitate
academia and local R&D Organ-
izations, so that they mayjointly
provide solutions for indigenous
problems and contribute towards
the socio-economic uplift of Paki-
stan. He said that creating a Dig-
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Islamabad in COMSTECH Secretariat, Islamabad

ital Pakistan was inevitable for
good governance and prosperity.
Prof. Atta ur Rehman FRS, Vice
Chairman, Prime Minister’s Na-
tional Task force on Technolo-
gy driven Knowledge Economy
delivered a keynote address for
participating technical experts,
students and dignitaries. In his
recorded address titled “Open
Distance Learning: Creating a

BN\

Knowledge Economy”, Prof. Rah-
manhighlighted the importance
of knowledge economy in a highly
competitive global skills market-
and presented several initiatives
which have led to novel solutions
in present day Pakistan.

Prof. Dr. Muhammad T. Afzal,
Rector, COMSATS University
Islamabad, in his remarks appre-
ciated the support extended by

the government in promoting the
research and development culture
in the country. He said that in
order to create opportunities for
Pakistan in the arena of Informa-
tion Technology, it is imperative
to ensure greater participation of
women in IT. While encouraging
female students, Prof. Afzal said
that IT offers highly lucrative job
prospects for women where they
can realize their true potential
with respectful and dignified jobs.
He assured the participants that
COMSATS University Islamabad
will always play an active role in
nurturingyoung  entrepreneurs
for creating technology driven
solutions for Pakistan. Prof. Afzal
called on researchers to engage in
meaningful product-oriented re-
search that can benefit the masses
and the economy instead of churn-
ing out publications which were
creating no real impact. Thetwo
days conference will comprise se-
ries of invited lectures as part of
its technical program while aPhD
symposium willprovide an oppor-
tunity to PhD scholarto present
their ongoing research to gather
feedback from industry experts.
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Chairman
CDA inspects
construction

works

ISLAMABAD: The Chair-
man Capital Development
Authority along with mem-
ber engineering and sen-
ior officers on Monday
visited Rawal Dam Inter-
change and 7th Avenue
Interchange project and
inspected the progress of
construction work. On this
occasion, the Chairman
CDA directed the con-
cerned officers to install
reflectors around Rawal
Dam Interchange site to
facilitate commuter as
well as to complete the
slip roads of the project
and open them for traffic
this month.Chairman CDA
directed the concerned
formation to the to ensure
high quality of construc-
tion work as well as to fur-
ther expidite the pace of
work. — DNA

Knowledge platform
launches Parhai buddy

Kunavam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Knowledge Platform, Pakistan’s leading ed-
tech venture, is proud to announce the launch of Parhai
Buddy, Pakistan’s first Artificial Intelligence (AI) powered
learning coach. Based on the principle of student-centric
learning, this intelligent learning system enables a learner
to travel along a personal learning pathway to master con-

cepts and progress rapidly.

Parhai Buddy has been initially launched for Grades 6-10
Mathematics, General Science, Biology, Chemistry and
Physics. Later, English language learning will be added.
Parhai Buddy has been launched on the company’s Learn
Smart Pakistan platform: https://www.learnsmartpaki-
stan.org/. Any learner may register and improve his or
her skills by as little as 15 minutes of Al-driven online
learning each day. Parhai Buddy sets a learner on his or
her journey by taking a short diagnostic test and generat-
ing a customized learning pathway. Evaluating the learn-
er’s performance based on his or her performance and
the performance of other learners, Parhai Buddy recom-
mends skills-based videos, games and tests. The learner’s
pathway is continually adapted as he or she engages fur-
ther, and new strengths and weaknesses emerge.

Students are expected to master over 1,800 concepts or
“skills” in Mathematics and Sciences by the time they
reachGrade 9. Learning gaps are developed if these skills
are not mastered. This is where Parhai Buddy comes in.
Parhai Buddy takes the learner back to skills from previ-
ous grades if needed to strengthen the learner’s founda-
tions. By the same token, a learner with strong founda-

tions can progress more rapidly.

SuusaaT Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Religious
Affairs and Interfaith Harmony Pir
Noor ul Haq Qadri Monday said the
brutal lynching of the Sri Lankan man-
ager in Sialkot was not acceptable to
any society.

Talking to Sri Lankan High Commis-
sioner to Pakistan Vice Admiral Mo-
han Wijewickrama, during his visit
to the high commission to offer con-
dolence to the brutal killing of a Sri
Lankan national by mob in Sialkot, the
minister said Prime Minister Imran
Khan was taking personal interest in
bringing that case to a logical conclu-
sion as soon as possible.

The shameful incident had reminded
us of the need of holding a dialogue to
promote religious harmony and toler-
ance, he added.

The minister said, he had recently
attended a conference in the UAE
titled “Promoting Peace in Muslim
Societies,” and he had no words to
condemn the incident during the
conference.

He said his own family was also affect-

society.

The entire Pakistani nation was unan-
imous in condemning the Sialkot
incident as all sections of society, in-
cluding religious leaders, others had
condemned the incident.

People were coming to Sri Lanka High
Commission for offering condolences,
the high commissioner said adding
that it was heartening to note that the

‘Brutal lynching of SL national
unacceptable to any society’

ed by terrorist attacks in which many
people were martyred. Speaking on
the occasion, Sri Lankan High Com-
missioner said criminals had played
religious cards against Sri Lankan
manager, such people exist in every

Prime Minister of Pakistan was taking
personal interest and started action
against those responsible.Sri Lankan
government and people were satisfied
with Pakistani government’s efforts to
punish the culprits.

The high commissioner said Pakistan

and Sri Lanka were enjoying fraternal
ties spanning over 70 years.

The high commissioner recalled that
Pakistan had played key role in eradi-
cating terrorism from Sri Lanka.

In the condolence meeting, members
of the National Commission for Minor-
ities (NCM) Albert David and Mufti
Gulzar Naeemi were also present.

\

Experts call to enhance youth employment

The event provides opportunities for interacting, learning and knowledge
sharing among HRD professionals, donors and government sector

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Human Resource
Development Network (HRDN)
having a footprint across Pakistan
through its 180+ member organi-
zations and 800+ individual mem-
bers is a think tank of experts and
professionals on Human resource
development from diverse back-
grounds. All Member's Meeting
(AMM) is the tradition of HRDN
for the last 22 years, which at-
tracts participation from top of
the line esteemed institutes and
professionals from diverse back-
grounds. The event provides op-
portunities for interacting, learn-
ing and knowledge sharing among
HRD professionals, donors and
government sector. The theme
of this year’'s AMM was carefully
selected in the vein of empow-
ering youth to keep pace with a
fast-changing world of work.

The main purpose of organizing
the 22nd  Hybrid All Members’
Meeting 2021 on the theme “Qual-

ity Apprenticeships: The Way
Forward in Pakistan”, focusing on
Using Apprenticeships as tool to
recover job-losses due to COVID-19
was to assess the existing situation
of Apprenticeships System in Paki-
stan and identify strategies to be
adopted by the government, devel-
opment sector and civil society to
use Apprenticeship as a tool to re-

U

ALL
MEMBERS

QUAIITY APPIGII v e =
Way Forward in Pakistan

8th December, 2021

cover job-losses due to COVID-19.
The conference was organized in
collaboration with International La-
bour Organization (ILO) and Insti-
tute of Rural Management (IRM).

The eminent experts like Mr. Naz-
ar Ali CEO SDC, Mr. Hafeez Abba-
si DG NAVTTC, Mr. Saad Gillani
Senior Programme Officer ILO
and Ms. Robeela Bangash CEO

»

HRDN were the panelists to shed
light on the topic.

Dr. Roomi S. Hayat, Chairperson
HRDN, a prominent expert in
the field of Human Resource De-
velopment opened the event by
welcoming all the participants at
the event. He said that Pakistan
is a YOUNG County. To empower
youth and to enable young people

AN

to acquire the relevant competen-
cies to facilitate their transition
from the world of education to the
world of work it’s time to address
the challenge of creating employ-
ment opportunities for bulging
youth in productive sectors of the
economy. He further added that
quality apprenticeships have the
potential to equip people with the
relevant competencies to navigate
the challenges in the world of
work throughout their lives, they
are considered to be an important
element of the system of lifelong
learning. Quality apprenticeships
also have the potential to improve
the productivity and competitive-
ness of enterprises.

Syed Nazar Ali, CEO, SDC, on
the occasion presented an over-
view of the vocational training in
Pakistan and said that the on-job
training model is highly effective
to engage youth and include them
in the skilled work force. Thus, it
may lead to economic growth of
the country through the creation
of new job opportunities.

Anti-Polio

drive kicks off
in Rawalpindi

RAWALPINDI: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Mu-
hammad Ali on Monday
inaugurated the five-day
anti-polio drive by admin-
istering drops to children
under five years of age here
at Basic Health Unit, Kotha
Kalan, Morgah.

Speaking on the occasion,
the DC directed officials
concerned to cover refusal
and non-attended children
on the same day.

He said no polio case had
been detected in the district
for a decade due to frequent
drives launched by the dis-

trict administration, but
there was a need to remain
attentive.

The DC informed that over
718,000 children below five
years of age would be cov-
ered during the drive while
the security of polio work-
ers must be ensured.
Sharing details of the ar-
rangement for the cam-
paign, Chief Executive
Officer of District Health
Authority Dr Faiza Kanwal
said 2964 polio teams, 663
area in-charges and 240
medical officers were par-
ticipating in the campaign,
with observing COVID-19
health guidelines.

Dr Faiza said the drive
was also being utilized for
creating awareness about
COVID-19 and anti-dengue
preventive measures.

“307 fixed centres have
been set up while children
coming from outside are be-
ing vaccinated at 129 transit
points of the district,” she
added.

The CEO informed that
over 240,000 children had
been immunized on the first
day of the campaign.
Meanwhile, according to a
Police spokesman, around
1200 cops had been de-
ployed in Rawalpindi dis-
trict to ensure security of
anti-polio staff performing
duties during the campaign.
He added that a control
room has also been set up
to monitor the security ar-
rangements. — APP

AC imposes
fine on
profiteers

RAWALPINDI:  Assistant
Commissioner(AC) Rawal-
pindi Cantonment area
Nausheen Israr on Monday
imposed fine amounting Rs
22,500 on shopkeepers for
profiteering.

While carrying out price
checking of essential com-
modities in different can-
tonment areas, the AC
fined shopkeepers for over-
pricing and not displaying
the price list. She warned
that stern action would be
taken against those over-
charging and not displaying
approved rate lists in their
shops. — APP

One more
die, 4 Covid
cases reports
in 24 hours

RAWALPINDI: One more
patient had died with fatal
coronavirus during the last
24 hours, taking the total
death toll to1606 in Rawal-
pindi district.

As per the latest data
released by the District
Health Authority here
Monday, as many as 1606
people have died in the
district since the emer-
gence of the deadly virus,
out of which 1222 Rawal-
pindi’s residents and 384
from other districts.

The report updated that
four more patients were
tested  positive  during
last 24 hours, raising the
count of confirmed cases
to 39,424 in the district in-
cluded 36,395 from Rawal-
pindi and 3029 from outside
districts. Among the new
cases, three of the patients
have arrived from Taxila and
one from Rawal town. “Pres-
ently, 19 confirmed patients
were admitted to three city
facilities, counting eight in
Institute of Urology, seven
in Fauji foundation hospital,
and four in Benazir Bhutto,”
the report said.

District Health Authority
updated that 38,087 pa-
tients had been discharged
after recovery, 35,067 with
Rawalpindi and 3020 from
other districts.

In addition, the report
informed that 115 were
quarantined, including 96
at homes and 19 in the iso-
lation centres.

It further updated that
3,935,770 people, in-
cluding 44,352 health
workers, had vaccinated
against the lethal corona-
virus across the district
since the vaccination
drive launched on March
10. — APP
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Exploiting laws

HE government has issued new warnings that any-

HE PM Imran Khan was presented with a re-

port during a briefing in Islamabad which stated

that the Indian dam project may cause droughts
in Lahore and deplete the local groundwater reserves.
India is clearly living up to its reputation of causing
harm to Pakistan in any way possible and this time,
it is through limiting water inflow into the country.
Accordingly, our focus must now be directed towards
completing the Ravi Riverfront Development Project
to mitigate the damage that is being done.
The briefing also mentioned how the Ravi Riverfront
project will bring in perennial fresh water to the region
to counter the effects of the Indian policy towards the
distribution of water. The project will transform the riv-
er and channel it to have enough capacity to facilitate
the entire developmental project as well as the people
who will occupy the area in the future. Only if the gov-
ernment finishes this project quickly will it be able to
save itself from India’s consistent attempts to suppress
Pakistan. The Indian PM himself was quoted to have
said that the country was making immense progress in

depriving Pakistan of fresh water.

This cannot be tolerated by the federal government
and all focus must be placed on mitigating the po-
tential damage that could be done to Pakistan and
Lahore. If this matter is not dealt with immediately,
then it is not just the lack of water that will be a prob-
lem but also frequent floods as India will be able to
increase water inflow whenever it feels like the time
is right. We must have a mechanism to protect our-
selves from any potential tampering.
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one who makes false allegations of blasphemy will

be punished severely, especially in light of the new
incidents resulting in an innocent Sri Lankan being burnt
alive. More often than not, the sensitive law is now be-
ing used by the public to settle personal disputes relating
to property and family and comfortably so unfortunately.
This initiative was needed form the government to instil
a sense of order when it comes to this situation as the
offense, and the law, should not be taken lightly.
In recent history, Serwar Shahkar was also robbed of prop-
erty worth Rs.10 million in Faisalabad after being accused
of blasphemy. Similarly, Saima—a pseudonym given to the
victim to protect her identity—was sentenced to solitary
confinement after being accused of blasphemy following a
petty family dispute. There have been countless instanc-
es like this where individuals have been wrongly accused
and subsequently, their lives have been altered forever for
the worst. The Sialkot incident has also shown that the
mob mentality will no longer be tolerated as public outcry
reached new heights this time. This momentum must be
maintained so that the government follows through on its
promise of restoring law and order particularly when it
comes to the blasphemy law.
The creation of a task force is now being promised that
will carry out investigations into each allegation and
determine what series of events led to the allegation
being made. If justified, then the course of justice will
be followed; however, if the allegation is proven to be
false then the accuser will be held responsible for mis-
using and exploiting the law for their personal vendet-
ta. Wrongful accusations are a serious offense that can-
not be taken lightly and the matter must be dealt with
delicately moving forward.

Balochistan: Fix the disconnect

Dr M Ali Hamza

The practice of
requiring excessive
paperwork and tedious
procedures before
official action can be
considered or completed;
red-tapsim,and
bureaucratic...

ISCONNECTION is an element that

incentivizes irrational opinions. It is a

fertile land to breed prejudice. More the
two parties stay away, more the polarization and
biasraises. In case of Balochistan such discon-
nect is a fundamental reason of many miscon-
ceptions. Before commenting on the reasons of
misconceptions and way forward, let us have a
brief introduction of Balochistan.
Balochistan earned its provincial statue in
1970. Statistically speaking Balochistan is a
huge land: 44% of total Pakistan, with a popu-
lation of not more than 10.2 million that does
not even equalize with the capital city of Pun-
jab: Lahore,thus a sheer low population den-
sity is evident. Eight religions, ten ethnicities
with 14 languages co-exist in Balochistan. The
province is having 8 divisions, 34 districts, and
7 functional business chambers thatcontribute
3.5% to the total economy of the country. Man-
ufacturing and agriculture & livestock shares
27%, whereas 46% economy of Balochistande-
pends on service sector.There are six major
business sectors with high business potential;
minerals, energy, agriculture, livestock, fisher-
ies, urban development.
It is unpretentious to ask the reasons why Ba-
lochistan besides having natural resources is
not yet developed. The sane voices that believe
in democratic process say that Baloch are the

political minority in the country. There are 16
Member National Assemblies (MNAs) from en-
tire Balochistan but there are 21 MNAs only from
single city; Karachi. Thus raising voice in parlia-
ment goes unattended.

Beside political reasons there are three more
causes of snail pace development. First and the
foremost is the rigid, unbending tribal egoism.
It is not in favor of Sardars; head of tribe, to
curb the dependence of his subjects, because
power is the function of dependence, and who
would like to let go the power. There is a sheer
disconnect among influential. The sense of col-
lective provincial development lacks evidently,
and such tribal-centered mindset influences po-
litical upheaval and obstructs the exponential
growth. It is genuine to ask that whether detrib-
alization is a possibility? The simple answer is
yes, and there are precedents already. After
agricultural revolutionwhen societies emerged,
tribalism was the first form of social contract. In
post-industrial world the social contract evolved
and we started living as a part of the state. The
mutation of social contract did not stop and to-
day in knowledge-era we agree to live under the
corporates. The incapability to evolve a social
contract leads to nothing but backwardness.
This does not mean that tribalism is a bad thing
in total, but development of masses is critical.
If you hold on to your tribe because you are in
a privileged position and you just want to enjoy
the fruits of this privilege, then it is bad. But if
you use your power or privilege to benefit the
masses, and at the same time enjoy the fruits
of being privileged, it is more than good. So,
is destabilization a possibility?,in fact it is not
a matter of choice now. How?, is indeed more
adventures question.

The practice of requiring excessive paperwork
and tedious procedures before official action can
be considered or completed; red-tapsim,and bu-
reaucratic character of imperialism is a second-
most strong barrier to the progress. An obvious
disconnect exists among the public institutions
and civil bureaucracy in Balochistan. Attitude of
blame shifting is very much alive. Though such
temperament is not an exception considering
the rest of the country, but Balochistanneeds ro-
bust and upgraded systems andpeople running
those systems. When you have to fill out tons of
annoying forms just to get a business license,
and require to feed many mouths unofficially,
how do expect investors to happily join in. it
is well established fact that red-tapism hinders
good governance and the economic progress. It
leads to a culture of corruption and inefficiency.
Balochistan does not afford the stifling of devel-
opment and narrowness of application.There is

an urgent need to make rules and regulations
simple with emphasis on reducing delays by the
regulators.Who is going to do it?, it is a stimulat-
ing question of another level.
Ten years back the anti-state and separatists’
movements in Balochistan were on climax. It is
no more a deniable information that BLF, BRA,
UBA, LeB, BLUF, BSO etc. were hugely fund-
ed and provoked by India through pre-Taliban
govt. The nonfenced borders with Afghanistan
and Iran were used to export terrorism in Ba-
lochistan to sabotage CPEC related projects,
and to instable Pakistan. Example of Kalbhosh-
anYedev makes it a close and shut case.  The
climax of insurgency has been intelligently tack-
led down by the security forces. Beside kinetic ef-
forts, plenty of non-kinetic efforts are underway
for social development.
One mile project by Pak army is of high value in
this regard. The project is designed to provide
all basic necessities; health, education, cleans
water, food, economic opportunities etc. to all
the residents living in a mile radius of command-
ing area. Ten recently developed army public
schools, thirty one new colleges including 8 ca-
det and 3 residential colleges, six newly estab-
lished universities or sub-campuses, are working
to build the future. These non-kinetic efforts
have brought the insurgency to a minimum lev-
el. Thus majority of the people are now pro to
economic progress and stand against the mili-
tant rebels. Most of the land is safe for trave-
ling and investment. Still it will take time for
the benefits to reach to masses. All the stake
holders have to club together to expedite. Who
will and who should take the lead?, this needs
strong deliberations.
Let past be the past but it is a high time to reeval-
uate our strategic plans in light of experiential
learning. Onedoes not necessarily have to demol-
ish the existing structures to gain benefits. One
can make use of the existing structures to en-
hance the future. Life is all about tomorrow. It is
not about yesterday or today. Today you set goals
for tomorrow and it is only tomorrow that you can
enjoy the fruits of today’s efforts. Most impor-
tantly “Rome was not built up in a day” so devel-
opment takes time. We have to lay a brick today
if we want to see a skyscraper thriving tomorrow.
If we resolve minor issues the major issues will
come to a resolution with time. Unfortunately,
we, as a nations, society and individuals, try to
resolve only major issues and try to resolve them
immediately. This does not work. So we have to
revisit our approach towards issues.

— The writer is a columnist and

broadcast journalist. He can be

reached at mali.hamza@yahoo.com

No one knows Putin’s
endgame in Ukraine

Yasar Yakis

The White House and
the Kremlin emphasized
different issues from
those talks. Washington
fears Russianmilitary
activities may be...

TUG-OF-WAR is in full swing between

Russia and Ukraine on the one hand and

the US and Russia on the other.
Russia has massed up to 100,000 troops along
the Ukrainian border, a large concentration that
cannot easily be explained as a routine military
movement. Russia may be doing this to dissuade
NATO from putting pressure on it, or it may be
planning a surprise attack changing several para-
digms in Ukraine, or both.
The conflict has several dimensions, but two
are particularly important. One is NATO’s
unwavering commitment to make Ukraine a
member of the alliance. After having raised
this issue on countless occasions, it may not
be easy for NATO to step back now. If Ukraine

joined NATO, it wouldconsiderably change the
power balance in the Black Sea, which is the
only sea in the world whose international sta-
tus had been meticulously tied to strict rules
by the Montreux Convention of 1936.

The convention was negotiated on the assump-
tion that the Soviet navy would remain indefi-
nitely the largest in the Black Sea, and refers to
“the strongest fleet in that sea at the date of the
signature” of the convention. It is clear that the
country referred to is the now defunct Soviet Un-
ion. Without opening a debate on whether Russia
should be considered the successor of the entire
Soviet Union, it is valid to ask how the criterion of
the “strongest fleet” should be interpreted, and
whether military installations in Crimea should
be considered Russian or Ukrainian. If Ukraine
joined NATO, the balance of naval force in the
Black Sea would tilt toward the alliance.

The second dimension of the current tension
is the situation in the self-declared “people’s
republics” of Donetsk and Luhansk, which are
inhabited predominantly by Russian-speaking
Ukrainians. But the Ukrainian crisis has far
reaching implications that go beyond Donetsk
and Luhansk. This question was raised in the
phone conversation last week between Joe Bid-
en and Vladimir Putin.

The White House and the Kremlin emphasized
different issues from those talks. Washing-
ton fears Russianmilitary activities may be a
prelude to an invasion, so Biden restated his
support for Ukraine’s sovereignty and territo-
rial integrity, and said that if Russia invaded
Ukraine, the US would respond with devastat-
ing economic measures. Russia, meanwhile,
tried to secure a firm guarantee that Ukraine
would be excluded frommembership of NATO.
NATO and Russia each accuse each other of be-
ing provocative, but the truth may be somewhere

in the middle and tough negotiations may be
needed to meet in the middle ground.
One of the NATO’s success in its seven decades
of existence is that its resolve has never been
tested on the battlefield, so we do not know if
its prestige would be bruised if it engaged in a
full-blown military confrontation with Russia. It
is worth remembering that the Soviet Union was
dismembered partly as a result of NATO’s efforts
in the Mutual and Balanced Force Reductions
meetings without firing a shot.
Russia’s invasion and annexation of Crimea in
2014 was opposed by many countries, although
none took military action to halt it. But if the
same scenario were repeated in Donetsk and Lu-
hansk, the reaction of the international communi-
ty might be different. It might again not go as far
as military action, but more countries could join
economic sanctions against Russia. On the other
hand, the UN Security Council cannot impose
sanctions on Russia because of Moscow’s veto,
so they would not be binding for the international
community, and many countries would be reluc-
tant to resort to sanctions because they would
not wish to provoke Russia unnecessarily.
Russia’s ultimate aim is not clear, but Ukraine
has every reason to suspect the worst. NATO,
in turn, complains of the unpredictability of
what Russia may do in Ukraine. What the Sovi-
et Union did in 1956 in Hungary, in Czechoslo-
vakia in 1968 and more recently what the Rus-
sian Federation did in 2008 in two autonomous
regions of Georgia-South Ossetia and Abkhaz-
ia and lastly in Crimea are not forgotten. So
there is no shortage of examples of Russia’s
resorting to faits accomplis, and it has the
means to do so again. The question,therefore,
is whether a full conflagration can be avoided
before the worst comes to the worst.

— Courtesy: Arab News

UAE company to build
power plants in Iran

James Dorsey

Mr. Gargash
expressed hope
in his remarks to
the security forum
that Iran would
respond to the “new
environment” that
the UAE and Saudi
Arabia were trying to
create. He suggested
that Iran could signal
its interest by helping
achieve a ceasefire
in the debilitating
almost seven-year-
long war in Yemen
ENCREASINGLY, compliance with US

sanctions against Iran could emerge as a

litmus test of the United Arab Emirates’
close ties to the United States. At the sharp
edge of a potential rift between the allies is
a reportedly recently concluded agreement
by a private UAE company to build gasfired
thermal, solar, and wind power plants with
a total capacity of 300 megawatts in Iran’s
hydrocarbon-rich province of Khuzestan.
Established in 2020, A] Holding, the Dubai
and Fujairah-based company, could not be
reached for comment. The company website
claims, without further detail, that its portfo-
lio includes some 600MW of wind and solar
power projects in Eastern Europe, the Bal-
tics, and the Far East.
A picture attributed to Iranian energy news
agency Bargh News appeared to show the
company’s Danish CEO, Allan Jespersen,
exchanging documents with an Iranian of-
ficial. The deal was signed as the United
States warned that it would toughen en-
forcement of sanctions if multilateral talks
in Vienna aimed at reviving the 2015 inter-
national agreement that curbed Iran’s nu-
clear programme failed.
A US delegation expects to visit the UAE,
a major Iranian trading partner, this week
to warn banks, petrochemical firms, and
other companies that US authorities have
evidence of their non-compliance with sanc-
tions and that they could be penalized.
As the Vienna talks took place, Anwar Gar-
gash, UAE President Khalifa bin Zayed’s
diplomatic advisor, asserted that he did not
“see further sanctions as a solution ...There
are already enough sanctions on Iran,” he
said. At the same time, Mr. Gargash de-
scribed the United States as the UAE’s
“number one strategic ally.”
The United States has expressed support
for the UAE’s diplomatic outreach to Iran
that began in July 2019 after the US failed
to respond to attacks on oil vessels off the
coast of the Emirates, for which the Islamic
Republic was believed to be responsible.
“We welcome any direct talks that lead to
greater peace and stability in the region,”
said US deputy assistant secretary of state
for Iran and Iraq Jennifer Gavito. In the
highest-level contact in a decade, Sheikh
Tahnoon bin Zayed, the UAE national se-
curity advisor and brother of strongman
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Zayed, met
in Tehran last week with Iranian President
Ebrahim Raisi. “I expect that Iran will make
demands which would be very difficult for
the UAE to accommodate. They would be
asking...to use UAE financial institutions to
trade with the world. The UAE needs to find
out for itself if it wants to help the IRGC
(the Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps)
evade and bypass US sanctions to protect
itself against potential future attacks,” said
Iran scholar Ali Alfoneh in a recent webinar
that was part of this year’s UAE Security
Forum hosted by the Arab Gulf States Insti-
tute in Washington (AGSIW).
Mr. Alfoneh was referring to fears that Iran
could target the UAE and Saudi Arabia in a
possible military confrontation with Israel
and/or the United States should the Vienna
nuclear talks collapse. The UAE’s concerns
were magnified following last year’s estab-

lishment of diplomatic relations with Israel
that Iran condemned.
The United States and the UAE are nego-
tiating final details for the US$23 billion
sale of F-35 fighter jets that would make the
Gulf state the only Middle Eastern nation
except for Israel to operate America’s most
advanced stealth warplane. Earlier this
month, the UAE agreed during a visit by
President Emmanuel Macron to a $20 bil-
lion deal to purchase 80 French Rafale fight-
er planes. “Officials in Abu Dhabi and (espe-
cially) Dubai are fully aware of the damage
that would be caused to their brand as (rela-
tively) stable hubs in an otherwise insecure
region should the pattern of attacks seen in
2019 continue and/or escalate,” said Gulf
scholar Kristian Coates Ulrichsen. Mr. Ul-
richsen was referring to attacks on shipping
in the UAE and Saudi oil facilities for which
Iran was believed to have been responsible.
The UAE'’s outreach to Iran amounts to a
questionable bet that detente, against the
backdrop of sustained social unrest driven
by economic hardship, will induce the gov-
ernment in Tehran to modify its policies.
“What we're hoping for is regime modera-
tion...where we're dealing with Iran as an-
other state that we can deal with viably, and
they can benefit from. So, if they need lev-
erage, they can get leverage, but it doesn’t
have to be through military aspects... That’s
the type of change that has not been ex-
plored a lot,” Mohammed Baharoon, the
head of the Dubai Public Policy Research
Center, said in the AGSIW webinar that also
included Mr. Alfoneh.
Mr. Gargash expressed hope in his remarks
to the security forum that Iran would re-
spond to the “new environment” that the
UAE and Saudi Arabia were trying to cre-
ate. He suggested that Iran could signal
its interest by helping achieve a ceasefire
in the debilitating almost seven-year-long
war in Yemen. The UAE bet is that Iran,
like the Gulf, will accept that to survive in
the 21st century, autocratic regimes need
to deliver public goods and can no longer
depend primarily on a repressive security
state. For Iran to do so, it needs a lifting of
the sanctions. Similarly, the bet further pre-
sumes that Iranian minority voices that ar-
gue that improved relations with Gulf states
require a resolution of the nuclear issue and
a lifting of US sanctions will resonate with
policymakers In Tehran.
Majidreza Hariri, head of the Iran-China
Chamber of Commerce, recently cautioned
that Iran was at a trade disadvantage as long
as the sanctions were in place.
“Our status is weakening daily ... because
when we'’re absent from the international
trade energy arena, our competitors in the
Persian Gulf’'s southern region take our
place, and when they sell more oil to China,
they're obliged to buy more merchandise
from it,” Mr. Hariri said.
Esfandyar Batmanghelidj, who heads the
London-based Bourse and Bazaar think
tank and is a visiting fellow at the Europe-
an Council on Foreign Relations, noted that
Iranian imports from the UAE projected at
$12billion in 2021/2022 were set to exceed
pre-2018 levels by March of next year, the
end of the Iranian calendar year. The UAE
is a major hub for re-export to Iran.
Mr. Batmanghelidj suggested that Iran’s
increased spending power in the UAE was
enhanced by oil sales to China in violation
of the US sanctions that are mediated by
the Emirates as well as Malaysia.
The AJ Holding energy deal, if confirmed,
would, at the very least, grant Iran a symbol-
ic victory, a contract with a company from
a country closely allied with the United
States that would snub US sanctions.
The UAE is unlikely to snub the sanctions
that blatantly. More likely is that the con-
tract is a further indication to Iran of what
would be possible if it did its part to get US
sanctions lifted. It’s a message Tehran has
long been aware of but has so far refused to
heed. So, the question is whether anything
has changed from Iran’s perspective. There
is no indication that something has.
A podcast version of this story is available
on Soundcloud, Itunes, Spotify, Stitcher,
Tuneln, Spreaker, Pocket Casts, Tumblr,
Podbean, Audecibel, Patreon, and Castbox.
— Dr. James M. Dorsey is an award-
winning journalist and scholar and a
Senior Fellow at the National University
of Singapore’s Middle East Institute.
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Pakistan not
given due
credit: PM

From Pace 01
He said lack of in-depth re-
search led to reliance on
second-hand information by
the western think tanks on
important issues such as
Afghanistan. Pakistan, he
said, was the country that
suffered most in collateral
damage in the wake of the
Afghan conflict, however
was made a scapegoat for
the mistakes of the super-
powers. He mentioned that
inability of the national lead-
ership to handle the Afghan
situation wisely landed the
country into two main pro
and anti-America divisions.
He said the role of local
think tanks in this situation
was important to effectively
highlight Pakistan’s per-
spective in the world rather
than being under continu-
ous criticism by the western
lobbies. On Islamophobia,
he said, a strong response
by Muslim think tanks was
important to nullify the im-
pression of Islam’s linkage
with terrorism.
He said unequal distribu-
tion of resources leads to
anarchy among the peo-
ple who are left out of the
mainstream development.
He said the uplift of the
underprivileged segment of
the society was critical to
ensure national security.
PM Imran Khan stressed
that rule of law and equality
for all were the precondi-
tions for democracy. He also
pointed out that corruption,
particularly of the elite, was
detrimental to the develop-
ment of a country.
The prime minister empha-
sized the importance of re-
search by the think tanks of
the country to counter the
negative propaganda in the
world. “Research leads to
original thinking within a
society. You have to define
yourself instead of letting
others define you,” he said.

PM gets
briefing on
Sialkot...

From Pack 01
Prime Minister Imran Khan
directed that more attention
should be paid to public
welfare and development
works under construction
should be completed on a
priority basis. Sources said
that the investigation into
the Sialkot tragedy is being
carried out in a modern way
with the help of technology.
Footage of 150 cameras of
the factory has been sent to
the forensic laboratory.
According to sources, the
police are expecting a major
crackdown soon based on
the evidence. The police are
first investigating the mur-
der incident on the roof of
the factory. the challan into
the tragedy will be submit-
ted by the mid of January.
Sources said that the gov-
ernment investigating the
case from every aspect and
trying to prevent an inno-
cent person from being
dragged into the case.

Japan
announces
USS$ 4.35m...

From Pace 01

“The Polio eradication ef-
forts made substantive pro-
gress this year by limiting
the virus circulation resulted
significant decrease of Polio
cases despite challenges
posed by COVID-19. The
programme is confident
to permanently interrupt
all types of polioviruses by
the end of 2023,” said Dr.
Shahzad Baig, National Co-
ordinator of the Pakistan Po-
lio Eradication Programme.
Appreciating the support of
the Government of Japan,
Dr Shahzad said, “We are
grateful to the people and
the Government of Japan for
their unwavering support for
the children of Pakistan, the
new funding will enable us to
reach every child with the es-
sential polio vaccine.”
H.E. WADA Mitsuhiro, Am-
bassador of Japan, appreci-
ated the significant progress
made this year in controlling
the spread of poliovirus, say-
ing that “we are now only
one step away from the goal,
poliofree Pakistan.” He re-
iterated his support to the
initiative for eradicating all
types of poliovirus by the
end of 2023 and noted that
“Japan has provided assis-
tance in maternal and child
health, polio eradication,
and routine immunization
in Pakistan for decades and
will continue its support
that will directly benefit
vulnerable people.”

Pak thrash West Indies by
63 runs in the first T201

The visitors were never in the hunt of the target as they were dismantled
by a superior Pakistan bowling attack and folded at 137 in 19 overs

SporTSs DESK

KARACHI: West Indies were
bowled out for 137 with one over
to spare, chasing a mammoth to-
tal of 200 by Pakistan in the first
Twenty20 International (T20I)
in Karachi on Monday. Rizwan
smashed a 52-ball 78 with 10
boundaries — his 12th half-cen-
tury and 11th this year — while
Haider scored a career-best 68
to guide the hosts to 200-6 in
their 20 overs. The visitors were
never in the hunt of the target as
they were dismantled by a supe-
rior Pakistan bowling attack and
folded at 137 in 19 overs.

Fast bowler Mohammad Wasim
took a career-best 4-40 while
spinner Shadab Khan grabbed
3-17. Opener Shai Hope top-
scored with 31 but became one
of leg-spinner Shadab’s two wick-
ets in the same over, Shamarh
Brooks being the other for five.

.
Odean Smith (24), Rovman Pow-
ell (23) and Romario Shepherd
(21) also had good contributions
but never threatened Pakistan.
This becomes Pakistan’s 13th win

internationals

in 19 Twenty20
against West Indies, taking a 1-0
lead in the three-match series.

Pakistan were once again an-
chored by Rizwan who has had a

phenomenal 2021 in Twenty20 in-
ternational cricket, having already
crossed 1,000 runs in the calen-
dar year. Rizwan and Haider add-
ed 105 for the third wicket after

skipper Babar Azam fell without
scoring and Fakhar Zaman made
just 10, with West Indian bowlers
getting early success.

It was a rare failure for Azam —
ranked number one in T201 crick-
et — as he edged a sharp turning
ball from spinner Akeal Hossein.
Zaman top edged Shepherd be-
fore Rizwan and Haider rescued
Pakistan. Haider cracked four
sixes and six boundaries in his
39-ball knock.

Mohammad Nawaz gave the final
touches to the innings with a brisk
10-ball 30 not-out spiced with two
sixes and three boundaries.

West Indies, hit with three Cov-
id-19 positive tests among their
T20I players, brought in Brooks
and Devon Thomas from their
one-day squad, giving Brooks
a debut in the shortest format.
The remaining matches will be
played on Tuesday and Thurs-
day; both matches will be played
at National Stadium Karachi.

Man Utd, Villa hit
by Covid outbreaks

Leicester have also been
affected with seven players
missing for their 4-0 thrashing
of Newcastle on Sunday

LONDON:Manchester United and Aston Villa are the lat-
est Premier League clubs to be affected by outbreaks of
coronavirus cases, according to reports on Sunday. United's
Premier League clash with Brentford on Tuesday is in doubt
after multiple positive cases were detected among players
and staff on Sunday morning, the BBC reported. All the
players involved had tested negative ahead of Saturday's 1-0
win at Norwich. Training was switched to non-contact, indi-
vidual drills outside to prevent further spread of the virus.
Villa chose to cancel their training session on Sunday due to
a number of positive cases, according to The Athletic. Only
one Villa player is believed to be positive with more cases
among training ground staff. Tottenham's trip to Brighton,
scheduled to take place on Sunday, was postponed earlier in
the week after an outbreak in the Spurs camp affecting 13
players or staff. Spurs also face being eliminated from the
Europa Conference League after a date could not agreed to
replay their final group game against Rennes.

Leicester have also been affected with seven players
missing for their 4-0 thrashing of Newcastle on Sunday.
Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta has called for clarity over
how many positive cases are required for a match to be
postponed. The Gunners' season opener at Brentford in
August went ahead despite four cases among Arteta's
squad. Premier League sides were told to return to emer-
gency protocols this week to limit the spread of the virus
amid fears over the potential impact of the surging Omi-
cron variant on the English top flight. From Wednesday,
supporters will have to provide proof of vaccination or a
negative test result to enter stadiums with more than a
10,000 capacity in England as part of a range of measures
designed to slow the spread of Omicron. - Agencies

EU has little appetite to join
US diplomatic Games boycott

BRUSSELS: Several Euro-
pean Union nations have
made it clear they have little
appetite to join the U.S. in-
itiative for a diplomatic boy-
cott of the Beijing Winter
Games because of concerns
over China’s human rights
record. EU foreign minis-
ters were seeking a united
front on how to handle the
issue, following France’s
position last week that a no-
show of leaders and digni-
taries at the opening of the
Olympics would have little
true impact.

“Politicizing sporting events
like the Winter Olympics
does not seem useful to me,”
said Austrian Foreign Minis-
ter Alexander Schallenberg.
German Foreign Minister
AnnalenaBaerbock told ZDF
broadcaster that as little as
possible should be taken
away from the participants
themselves. “Athletes pre-
pare for years, sometimes
half their lives, for this, and
that’s why it should not be
used for political issues.”
China has dismissed the
decision by Canada and
the United Kingdom to join
Washington's diplomatic

boycott as a “farce” and was

South Korea says

no boycott of
Beijing Olympics

SYDNEY: South Korea's president on Monday ruled
out joining a US diplomatic boycott of the 2022 Win-
ter Olympics in Beijing, citing the need to work with
China. Visiting Canberra, Moon Jae-in said he was "not
considering" snubbing the Olympics to protest China's
human rights abuses as several Western nations have
done. "We have not received a request from any other
country including the United States to participate in
the diplomatic boycott," he said.

China has warned the United States, Australia,
Britain and Canada that they will "pay the price"
for protesting the Games. The boycott was prompt-
ed by China's abuses against the Uyghur minori-
ty in Xinjiang and its smothering of democracy in
Hong Kong. Moon stressed that South Korea want-
ed to promote a free and open Pacific region, but
also had to consider China's role in trying to bring
peace to the Korean Peninsula.

"We need the constructive efforts of China to enable
denuclearisation of DPRK (North Korea)" he said,
adding that Seoul wanted a harmonious relationship
with Beijing. Moon is currently on a three-day state
visit to Australia, where the two countries signed a
series of technology and military cooperation agree-
ments. They include the sale of 30 howitzers - mo-
bile artillery guns - to Australia as part of a contract
worth around US$720 million. — APP

not expecting the initiative
to garner a worldwide fol-
lowing. Even though the
27 EU nations will send in-
dividual teams and the bloc
as such will not have its own
athletes, the EU foreign
ministers want to stream-
line their participating in
the largely symbolic diplo-
matic dance preceding and
at the Feb. 4 opening cere-
mony for the games.

A joint no-show of the 27 na-
tions would add gravitas to
U.S. President Joe Biden’s
initiative, but the EU na-
tions appear hesitant. Chi-
na has vowed to respond to
the U.S. with “firm counter-
measures” over the boycott,
but has given no details on
how it plans to retaliate.
Rights groups have called
for a total boycott of the
Beijing Winter Games, cit-
ing Chinese human rights
abuses against its Uyghur
minority in the northwest
Xinjiang region, which
some have called genocide.
They also point to Beijing’s
suppression of democratic
protests in Hong Kong and
a sweeping crackdown on
dissent in the semi-autono-
mous territory. - APP

by

Amb. Sajia inaugur;“zes Pakistan
Pavilion at Food Africa

CAIRO: Ambassador Sajid Bilal inaugurated the Pakistan Pavilion at “Food Africa” Exhibition at Egypt International
Exhibition Center, today. The Trade and Investment Section of the Embassy and companies from Pakistan including
Ahmed Foods, Baba Enterprises, Shezan International, Mohammad HashimTajirSurma, Durvesh International, Pure
Foods Company, RM Salt, Minex International, Vania Foods, RAD International, Ajmair Foods, and BM Confectionary,
have put up their stalls at the Pakistan Pavilion. The Pavilion represents an array of flavors and tastes of Pakistan, in-
cluding indigenous products such as basmati rice, pink salt, spices, honey, pulses, juices, pickles, sauces, herbs, confec-
tionary, and processed foods. Pakistan is among the world’s top exporters of rice and home to 800 million year old salt
range that produces the famous pink salt. The food and beverages sector in Pakistan is the second largest industry after
textiles, and is a major export earner for the country. Food Africa is the continent’s largest International Trade Exhi-

Qaition specialized in the Food and Agro industries. The three day event will conclude on 14 December 2021. - DNA/

Ibra snatches
point for Milan
at Udinese

MILAN:ZlatanIbrahimovic snatched a late point for AC Mi-
lan in Saturday's 1-1 draw at Udinese which gives the Serie
A leaders' title rivals a chance to steal the top spot, while
Juventus drew 1-1 at Venezia to slip up in the Champions
League race.

Ibrahimovic struck with an acrobatic effort in the 92nd
minute to claim a point for the Rossoneri but Inter Milan,
who are two points behind their local rivals in second, will
end the weekend in the first place if they beat struggling
Cagliari at the San Siro.

Napoli is a further point back and can move level on 39 with
Milan before Inter kicks off with a win over Empoli in Na-
ples, with some of their key players including Andre-Frank
ZamboAnguissa and Lorenzo Insigne back in the squad.
Also waiting in the wings are Atalanta, who sit fourth but are
only five points behind Milan ahead of their trip to Verona.
Milan are in the midst of an injury crisis, with starting cen-
tre-back Simon Kjaer out long-term and forwards Olivier
Giroud, Rafael Leao and Ante Rebic all sidelined, and it was
another low-key display after being dumped out of Europe
by Liverpool midweek.

"The boys know they aren't playing to the best of their abili-
ties," said Milan coach Stefano Pioli.

"We need to do better and I'm convinced we will because
we have ambition and the ability to both understand our
mistakes and work on them." - APP

Pakistan Ambassador to China, MoinulHaque highlighted that Pakistan-China ties are rooted in
bilateral trust, mutual understanding and commonality of views on major global challenges

DNA

BEIJING: In order to commemo-
rate the 70th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic ties
between Pakistan and China, an
International Conference on
China-Pakistan Cooperation was
held here at Tsinghua Universi-
ty, Beijing. The event was jointly
organized by the Tsinghua Uni-
versity’s International Centre
for Communication Studies and
Pakistan Cultural and Communi-
cation Centre.

Held in offline/online formats, the
conference was attended by more
than 100 participants including
Ambassador of Pakistan; Profes-
sor Peng Gang, Vice President of
Tsinghua University; Li Xiguang,
Director, Pakistan Cultural and
Communication Centre; Senator
MushahidHussain; DrShahidHash-
mat and Professor EjazAkram.
Leading experts, intellectuals and

representative from several Pa-
kistani and Chinese universities
also participated in the event.

Speaking at the event, Pakistan

Ambassador to China, Moinul-
Haque highlighted that Paki-
stan-China ties are rooted in bilat-
eral trust, mutual understanding

and commonality of views on ma-
jor global challenges.

Reviewing the steady development
of economic and people-to-people

relations, he observed that Paki-
stan and China would continue
their successful cooperation to
make China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) a high quality de-
velopment project of the Belt and
Road Initiative and further deepen
bilateral cultural cooperation.
The Ambassador expressed hope
that both sides would continue to
use existing mechanisms to fos-
ter stronger relations between
the academic and research in-
stitutes and professionals of the
two countries for joint benefit.
During the conference, experts
from both sides exchanged views
on deepening cultural, economic
and trade ties between Pakistan
and China.

They noted that due to ever in-
creasing trade relations between
Pakistan and China, bilateral cul-
tural and people-to-people ties
have been strengthened which
was necessary for the healthy
growth of future ties.

Israeli PM,
UAE crown
prince...

From Pace 01

the relationship of coopera-
tion towards more positive
steps in the interests of the
people of the two nations and
of the region”. The Palestin-
ians, whose diplomacy with
Israel has been stalled since
2014, have deplored the Is-
raeli-Emirati rapprochement.
Israeli Ambassador Amir
Hayek declined to elaborate
on any discussion of Iran but
he told Israel’s Army Radio:
“The prime minister did not
only come here solely to ad-
dress the Iranian issue.”
With world powers now try-
ing to renew the Iran nucle-
ar deal, Abu Dhabi last week
sent an envoy to Tehran. A
US delegation is due in the
UAE this week to warn Emi-
rati banks against non-compli-
ance with sanctions on Iran.
Iran is Israel’s archfoe, but
it has not been mentioned
publicly by Bennett since he
set off on Sunday to the UAE
with pledges to promote bi-
lateral commerce and other
forms of civilian cooperation.
The Israel Hayom newspaper,
quoting unnamed officials,
said Bennett was expected
to brief Sheikh Mohammed
on intelligence regarding
Iranian-supplied militias and
drones in the region. Israel
last month broached setting
up joint defences against Iran
with Gulf Arab states. Hayek
said military sales to UAE
are in the works, though Is-
raeli industry sources say ad-
vanced Israeli air defence sys-
tems have yet to be offered.

Pakistan’s
first
omicron...

FroMm PacGe 01

Results of the samples were
received on the comple-
tion of the genomic study,
they said, disclosing that
the sample of a 65-year-old
woman was found to be car-
rying the new strain of coro-
navirus. She had not gotten
herself inoculated against
the viral disease, the sourc-
es said. The affected patient
has been isolating at home
since December 8.

In a Twitter statement, the
NIH said it has been able to
“confirm (via whole genome
sequencing) that a recently
suspected sample from Ka-
rachi is indeed the ‘Omicron
variant’ of SARS-CoV2.”
“This is the first confirmed
case but continued surveil-
lance of suspected sam-
ples is in place to identify
the trends.” On Dec 8, the
Sindh government claimed
that a suspected case of
Omicron variant has been
detected in Karachi. Health
Minister Azra Fazal Pechu-
ho had said, “The symptoms
of the female patient was
pointing out a likely case of
Omicron variant.”

Country
facing...

From Pace 01

The court issued notices to
the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) when Hamza
Shehbaz, Shehbaz’s son and
Leader of the Opposition in
the Punjab Assembly, filed
a petition for his acquittal
in Ramzan Sugar Mills’ ref-
erence in the light of NAB
amendment ordinance.

The petitioner stated that
he was implicated in the
reference with a mala fide
intent, and the NAB’s act
was politically motivated.
“The case against me has
no grounds. The case was
filed because I was the CEO
of the mills. At the same
time, let me remind you that
I am not the only owner of
the mills,” he argued. And
since, he went on to add,
there is no chance that he
would be convicted in the
case, he be acquitted.

Bilawal
defends...

From Pace 01

“Karachiites believe that
PPP can resolve their is-
sues,” he said, lamenting
that everybody has the
right to criticise but one
should not lie. Sharing de-
tails of the developmental
projects under PPP, Bilaw-
al mentioned that the party
has been allotting houses
since 1970 to the masses,
while PTI has “just started
this initiative now.”

“PPP is the only party that
understands the problem
of the citizens,” the chair-
man boasted, highlighting
that his party has given
more powers to local body
representatives.

Shedding light on the ten-
ure of Asif Ali Zardari as
the president, Bilawal men-
tioned that he gave all the
powers to the Parliament.



BuUsINESS / WORLD

Iskmabal POST

Tuesday, December 14, 2021

Xi, Putin to
hoid virtual
summit
Wednesday

AGENCIES

BEIJING: Chinese leader
Xi Jinping and his Russian
counterpart Vladimir Putin
will hold a virtual summit
this week to discuss bilat-
eral relations and interna-
tional issues, amid tensions
between Moscow and the
West over the massing of
tens of thousands of Rus-
sian troops near its border
with Ukraine.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
mentioned no specific top-
ics and said details would be
released after Wednesday’s
video meeting.

“The two heads of state
will give full review of Chi-
na-Russia relations and co-
operation in various fields
this year,” Wang said at a
daily briefing on Monday.
Wang added the leaders will
also “make top-level designs
for the development of bilat-
eral relations next year.”
U.S. President Joe Biden
warned Putin during a call
last week that Russia would
face painful sanctions that
will do resounding econom-
ic harm if it again invaded
Ukraine.

Putin responded that “Rus-
sian troops are on their own
territory, and they don’t
threaten anyone,” according
to his foreign affairs adviser
Yuri Ushakov.

First person
dies from
Omicron

in UK

AGENCIES

LONDON: One patient has
died in the United Kingdom
after contracting the Omi-
cron variant of the corona-
virus, Prime Minister Boris
Johnson said on Monday.
“Sadly at least one patient
has now been confirmed to
have died with Omicron,”
Johnson told reporters.

“So I think the idea that this
is somehow a milder version
of the virus - I think that’s
something we need to set
on one side - and just recog-
nise the sheer pace at which
it accelerates through the
population.”

Since the first Omicron cas-
es were detected on Nov.
27 in the United Kingdom,
Johnson has imposed tough-
er restrictions, and on Sun-
day he urged people to get
booster shots to prevent the
health service from being
overwhelmed.

Health Secretary Sajid Javid
said the Omicron coronavi-
rus variant was spreading
at a “phenomenal rate” and
now accounted for about
40% of infections in London.

Israeli
forces kill

Palestinian in
West Bank

AGENCIES

RAMALLAH: Israeli forces
shot dead a Palestinian man
during clashes that erupted
in the West Bank city of Na-
blus early Monday, the offi-
cial Palestinian news agency
reported. Citing medics,
Wafa news agency identified
the slain man as Jamil Kayy-
al, 31, adding that he was hit
by a gunshot in the head.
Israeli media reported that
paramilitary Border Police,
aided by army soldiers,
entered Nablus to arrest
a wanted Palestinian and
the clashes erupted when
a group of Palestinians
threw explosives toward
the forces. There were no
casualties among the Israeli
troops, which arrested the
wanted man.

The Israeli military referred
a request for comment to
the Border Police, which did
not respond immediately.
Online videos appeared to
show Kayyal lying on the
ground, bleeding, after the
forces left the neighbor-
hood. The Israeli military
often conducts arrest raids
in the West Bank, even in
territories that are under
control of the Palestinian
Authority, the international-
ly recognized entity that has
limited autonomy in parts of
the area.

EU ministers debate ways to
shield Ukraine from Russia

“We are convinced that Russia is actually preparing for the all-out war
against Ukraine,” Lithuanian Foreign Minister Gabrielius Landsbergis said

AGENCIES

BRUSSELS: European Union foreign minis-
ters met Monday to discuss how to thwart
the threat of a possible new Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine and what measures to take
should Moscow decide to send its troops
across the border.

U.S. intelligence officials say Russia has
moved 70,000 troops toward Ukraine’s bor-
der and is preparing for a possible invasion
early next year. Moscow denies it has any
plans to attack Ukraine and rejects Western
concerns as part of a smear campaign.

“We are on deter mode,” to dissuade Rus-
sia, EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell
said. Borrell, who is chairing Monday’s
meeting, said that no decisions about sanc-
tions against Russia would be taken but that
the ministers would discuss what steps to
take and when, in coordination with the
United States and Britain.

“In any case, we will send a clear signal
that any aggression against Ukraine will
have a high cost for Russia” and underline
the 27-country bloc’s support for Ukraine’s

Belarus could cut off g

as

to West: Lukashenko

MINSK: With relations between Belarus
and the EU worsening amid the ongoing
migration crisis, Minsk’s long-time leader,
Alexander Lukashenko, has warned he
could cut off supplies of Russian gas to the
West if new sanctions are imposed.

“If the measures they’re imposing or will
impose in the future put us in an extreme po-
sition, and we have no other measures with
which to respond, we will make use of even
this very harsh measure,” Lukashenko told
Turkish television channel in an interview.

sovereignty and territorial integrity, Borrell
told reporters in Brussels.

Lithuania warned that Russia’s troop move-
ments of late were no mere menace.

“We are convinced that Russia is actual-
ly preparing for the all-out war against
Ukraine,” Lithuanian Foreign Minister Ga-
brielius Landsbergis said.

Earlier this month, officials from the
EU, US, UK, and Canada announced a
new package of sanctions against Bela-
rus. It was the fifth round of measures
since last year’s presidential election,
when Lukashenko, who has been in pow-
er since 1991, officially won a sixth term
with 80% of the vote. Opposition activists
in Belarus, along with Western nations,
condemned the election as rigged in his
favor, and tens of thousands took to the
street in protest. — Agencies

If carried out, it would be “an unprecedent-
ed attack on a country that shows a West-
ern direction. That means that the answer
has to be unprecedented from the Western
countries as well,” Landsbergis said.

But the EU’s big powers, France and Ger-
many, and other members of the 27-nation
further from Russia’s borders, do not share

the same assessment as the U.S., Poland
and the Baltic countries of Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania. They acknowledge Russia’s
troop movements but do not consider an
attack imminent.

In 2015, France and Germany brokered a
peace agreement that helped end large-
scale hostilities in Ukraine’s east, where
Ukrainian forces have been fighting
Russia-backed separatists since 2014,
when Russia annexed Ukraine’s Crimean
Peninsula.

Efforts to reach a political settlement to the
separatist conflict, which has killed more
than 14,000 people in seven years, have
failed. Sporadic skirmishes continue along
the tense line of contact. Russia so far refus-
es to meet France and Germany for more
“Normandy format” peace talks.

The EU foreign ministers’ meeting is a prel-
ude to a busy week of diplomacy in Brussels
focused on Ukraine. The leaders of EU na-
tions meet Wednesday with their counter-
parts from Ukraine, Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Georgia and Moldova. An EU summit on
Thursday is expected to also focus on what
actions might be necessary.
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BAKU: Pakistan ambassador to Azerbaijan Bilal Hayee visits Pakistan Cultural Center and met
with students. He also discussed Pakistan’s culture and relations between both countries. — DNA

" Covid curbs must )
commensurate
human rights

The event was attended by
about 400 representatives of
more than 100 countries and

international organizations
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BEIJING: SCO Secretary General Vladimir Norov ad-
dressed the opening ceremony of the 3rd South-South 2021
Human Rights Forum organized by the press service of the
State Council and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of China
in Beijing, Dunyo reports.

The event was attended by about 400 representatives of
more than 100 countries and international organizations.
Chinese President Xi Jinping congratulated the forum.

As the SCO Secretary General noted in his speech, the
South-South Forum is an influential platform for discuss-
ing the current state of human rights and the new threats
that affect it. One of them is undoubtedly the COVID-19
pandemic, which is testing the robustness of the mecha-
nisms for the realization of fundamental human rights and
freedoms, where quarantine restrictions must be balanced.
“In accordance with the principles of the United Nations
Charter, international law and national law, member states
reaffirm their commitment to the universality, indivisibility,
interdependence of all human rights, as well as respect for
fundamental human freedoms,” he said. “Human rights is-
sues are enshrined in the SCO Charter, the Declarations of
the SCO Heads of State in Dushanbe (September 2021) and

Australia-S. Korea
sign defense deal

CANBERRA: Australia and South Korea signed a $720 mil-
lion defense deal Monday as South Korean President Moon
Jae-in became the first foreign leader to visit Australia since
the pandemic began. Worth about 1 billion Australian dol-
lars, the deal will see South Korean defense company Han-
wha provide the Australian army with artillery weapons,
supply vehicles and radars.

It’s the largest defense contract struck between Australia and
an Asian nation, and comes at a time of heightened tensions
between Australia and China. Australia recently announced
a deal to build nuclear-powered submarines in a partnership
with the U.S. and Britain — a move that China has strongly
condemned. Moon met with Australian Prime Minister Scott
Morrison during his visit, and the two leaders agreed to up-
grade the formal ties between their nations to a “comprehen-
sive strategic partnership.” The leaders also said they would
work together on developing clean energy technologies,
including hydrogen, and on facilitating the supply of critical
minerals, which Australia has in abundance. Morrison said
the new defense contract would create about 300 jobs in Aus-
tralia, where a division of Hanwha operates.

Blinken competes with top
Russian official in Indonesia

shev’s visit, saying he would be in the
Indonesian capital for the same two
days as the top American diplomat.
The timing means that Patrushev’s
meetings will coincide with a major
speech Blinken plans to give Tues-
day on the Biden administration’s In-
do-Pacific strategy.

There was no indication that the two
men might meet in Jakarta. Nor was
there any indication that either would
acknowledge the other’s presence in
Indonesia, which is the headquarters
of the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations and a key regional security
player. Indonesia’s foreign ministry
downplayed the dueling visits. “It just
so happened that their arrival time to
Indonesia coincided,” said ministry
spokesperson Teuku Faizasyah.
Blinken met Monday afternoon with In-
donesian President Joko Widodo before
a full slate of events on Tuesday, includ-

ing the speech. The Russian embassy
said Patrushev’s main interlocutor in
Indonesia would be Law and Security
Affairs Minister Mohammad Mahfud.
Blinken traveled to Jakarta from a
Group of Seven foreign ministers meet-
ing in Liverpool, England, at which he
and his counterparts told Russia on
Sunday to “de-escalate” its military
buildup near the Ukrainian border.
The G-7 called on Russia to “de-es-
calate, pursue diplomatic channels,
and abide by its international com-
mitments on transparency of military
activities,” and praised Ukraine’s “re-
straint.” The ministers warned on a
joint statement that any “use of force
to change borders is strictly prohib-
ited under international law. Russia
should be in no doubt that further
military aggression against Ukraine
would have massive consequences
and severe cost in response.”

NEews DEsk

JAKARTA: Fresh from delivering a
stern new warning to Russia over
Ukraine, U.S. Secretary of State An-
tony Blinken arrived in Indonesia on
Monday to find a top aide to Russian
President Vladimir Putin already in Ja-
karta for security talks.

Just a day after joining his Group of
Seven foreign minister colleagues in
issuing the blunt demand for Russia
to step back from a military escala-
tion near the Ukrainian border, Blink-
en began a 48-hour visit to Indonesia
with his plane parking in the shadow
of that of Putin’s national security ad-
viser Nikolay Patrushev. Patrushev is
considered the third most senior offi-
cial in Russia’s government. Shortly
before Blinken landed, the Russian
embassy in Jakarta announced Patru-

CAIRO: Pakistan embassy in Cairo arranged a briefing for Egyptian media, to aprise them
about the 17th Extraordinary Session of the OIC Council of Foreign Ministers (CFM) being held

\ Moscow (November 2020).” — Agencies

in Islamabad on 19 December 2021. — DNA

“We call on the Armenian side to refrain from attempts to obstruct the peacebuilding
process, purposefully creating deliberate tensions in the region, and to fully implement the
trilateral statements in accordance with the obligations assumed,” the ministry stressed

ForeigN DEsk

BAKU: Azerbaijan’s Foreign Ministry has
stated that Armenia’s military provocation
on the state border undermines regional
peacebuilding efforts.

“At a time when Azerbaijan is taking steps
towards the normalization of relations
between Azerbaijan and Armenia in a
post-conflict period..., Armenia’s contin-
ued provocative activities demonstrate the
country’s aggressive stance and undermine
regional peacebuilding efforts,” the Foreign
Ministry said.

It added that on December 8, 2021, Azer-
baijani serviceman Asif Aliyev was killed
as a result of Armenia’s continued provo-
cations on the state border near Kalbajar
region.

Moreover, on December 9-10, the Azerbai-
jani army thwarted another provocation
committed by the Armenian military units
intensively firing the Azerbaijani positions
in Kalbajar from their combat positions lo-

cooperation
nificance of

The ministry

Positive steps on trilateral
cooperation: President Raisi

TEHRAN: Iranian President Ibrahim Raisi and Turkmen President Gurbanguly
Berdimuhamedov had a telephone conversation, according to the Iranian Presi-
dential Administration. During the phone conversation, the sides touched on the
positive steps which have been taken by Turkmenistan, Iran and Azerbaijan on gas

Iran and called for the establishment of a joint cooperation commission between
the three countries in this field. Berdimuhamedov reiterated Ashgabat’s supports
o the development of bilateral relations between Iran and Turkmenistan, as well
as trade and health. On November 28, Iran, Turkmenistan and Azerbaijan have
signed a gas swap deal for up to 2 billion cubic metres (bcm) per year, Iranian state
news agency IRNA reported on Sunday.

Under the swap deal, Iran will receive gas from Turkmenistan and deliver an
equivalent amount to Azerbaijan at the Astara border, Iranian Oil Minister Javad
Owiji told state TV. — News Desk

cated in Basarkechar region.

for the tension and bloody crime committed

nian Foreign Ministry of violating the sover-
eign territories of this country is complete-
ly unfounded. In order to prevent such false
accusations, Azerbaijan supports the start
of negotiations on the delimitation of the
border between the two countries as soon
as possible,” the ministry said.

It was emphasized that Armenia must take
real steps to normalize relations and end
imitations to achieve peace and stability in
the region.

“We call on the Armenian side to refrain
from attempts to obstruct the peacebuilding
process, purposefully creating deliberate
tensions in the region, and to fully imple-
ment the trilateral statements in accord-
ance with the obligations assumed,” the
ministry stressed.

Meanwhile, Azerbaijani Foreign Minister
Jeyhun Bayramov said that Armenia usually
makes provocations before the announced
talks and that this is not accidental.

“This shows that the Armenian political
leadership did not completely abandon its
provocative policy,” the minister added.

and gas swaps. President Berdimuhamedov also highlighted the sig-
the trilateral gas swap deal signed by Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan and

on the state border lies directly with Arme-
nia’s military and political leadership.
“The accusation of Azerbaijan by the Arme-

stressed that responsibility

Germany
approves
climate fund

AGENCIES

BERLIN: The German
government on Monday
approved 60 billion euros
($68 billion) in funding to
be used for combating cli-
mate change and moderniz-
ing the country, a move that
the new finance minister
described as a “booster” for
Europe’s biggest economy.
The supplementary budget
approved by Chancellor Olaf
Scholz’s Cabinet entails put-
ting the money into a gov-
ernment fund that is being
redesigned as a “climate
and transformation fund.” It
will be used to finance pro-
jects aimed at fighting cli-
mate change and improving
Germany’s infrastructure.
Finance Minister Christian
Lindner said in a statement
that “60 billion euros for
investments in the future
are a booster for the econ-
omy,” which is still recov-
ering from the coronavirus
pandemic. Lindner said new
borrowing this year will re-
main at the 240.2 billion
euros the previous govern-
ment already planned.

“No new debt is being tak-
en on ... we are only using
so-far unused credit author-
ization” to run up the extra
funding, he told reporters.
Lindner and his pro-busi-
ness Free Democrats, the
smallest of three parties in
the centerleft Scholz’s co-
alition, have ruled out tax
hikes and insist on contin-
uing to observe rules that
limit new debt in the future.
Those have been suspended
during the pandemic.

Military
leader killed

in Yemen’s
Marib

NEews DEsk

SANAA: A senior military
commander was Kkilled in
clashes between Yemeni
government forces and
Houthi rebels attacking the
central city of Marib.

Major General Nasser al-Zu-
biani, who headed military
operations of the govern-
ment’s armed forces, was
killed on the front line in
the Balag mountain range,
south of the city of Marib,
said two officials, speaking
on condition of anonymity
because they were not au-
thorised to talk to the me-
dia. Al-Zubiani was inspect-
ing government troops and
allied tribal fighters trying
to stave off the Houthi at-
tack at the time.
Government forces had
earlier advanced a few kilo-
metres following fierce bat-
tles south of the city, one of
the officials said.

The rebels stepped up at-
tacks on Marib in recent
weeks, sending waves of
fighters to try and breach
government defences. Hun-
dreds died in the clashes,
mostly rebels, the official
added. A Saudi-led coalition,
which is fighting on the side
of the government forces,
said it launched at least 35
air strikes on rebel posi-
tions around Marib over the
weekend, killing at least 200
Houthis.

Referendum
on Donbass
Ukraine’s
internal affair

ForeigN DEsk

MOSCOW: A possible ref-
erendum on Donbass, which
was not ruled out by Ukrain-
ian  President Vladimir
Zelensky, is  Ukraine’s
domestic affair but it is in-
teresting to know how the
question put for voting could
be worded, Russian presi-
dential press secretary Dmi-
try Peskov said on Monday.
“A referendum on Donbass
is Ukraine’s domestic affair.
Naturally, it is interesting to
know how the question for
this referendum could be
worded,” he said.
Commenting on the possi-
bility of Russia and Ukraine
discussing the problem of
Donbass, Peskov recalled
that Russia is not a party to
the conflict in southeastern
Ukraine. “It is Ukraine’s
internal conflict and it can
be settled only by peaceful
means, through direct con-
tacts between official Kiev
and representatives of the
self-proclaimed republics,”
he stressed.

In an interview with the
1+1 television channel on
Friday, Ukrainian Presi-
dent Vladimir Zelensky
said he did not rule out a
referendum “on Donbass
in general.”
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on
Monday strongly condemns
the “unwarranted, gratui-
tous and provocative” com-
ments by Indian defence
minister, questioning estab-
lished historical facts, leve-
ling unfounded allegations
in the context of terrorism,
and hurling threats against
Pakistan.

“It is the BJP’s special forte
to misrepresent history,
resort to revisionism and
delusional thinking, and in-
dulge in false bravado. Such
discourse is particularly
evident whenever elections
in key states in India are
approaching,” the Foreign
Office Spokesperson said
in response to Indian minis-
ter’s statement at an event
he made in New Delhi on
Sunday.

He said the timing of the
Indian defence minister’s
provocative rhetoric was,
therefore, not surprising, as
the BJP-RSS combine was
desperate to win elections
in Uttar Pradesh and other
states, typically inciting hy-
per nationalism and seeking
to advance the extremist
‘Hindutva’ agenda.

The spokesperson said
the Indian defence minis-
ter’s chest-thumping and
war-mongering is nothing
but further evidence of In-
dia’s irresponsible behavior
and its relentless belliger-
ence towards Pakistan.

He said as regards the issue
of terrorism, the interna-
tional community was well
aware of how the Hindut-
va-inspired regime in India
was carrying out state-ter-
rorism against the Kash-
miris in Indian Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir. — APP

Denmark
pushes
booster dose

NEws DEsK
COPENHAGEN: Danish
health  authorities  said

Monday a third dose of the
Covid-19 vaccine would be
offered sooner to everyone
over 40 to curb the spread
of the Omicron variant.
“Due to the new and more
contagious Omicron variant
the Danish Health Authori-
ty has decided to push the
third jab for everyone aged
40 and above, so they get
the vaccine four and half
months after the second
jab,” the health authority
said in a statement.

By reducing the interval of
the doses, “we will be able
to enter the winter with bet-
ter protection for those at
increased risk of severe dis-
ease and increased immuni-
ty in the population,” direc-
tor Soren Brostrom said.

A third dose is “safe and
effective” as soon as three
months after the initial vac-
cine course, the European
Medicines Agency (EMA)
said last week.

The UK announced on Sun-
day evening that it would ac-
celerate the rollout of booster
doses, opening them up to all
over-18s before next year.

IPEMC
meets today
to decide
vacations

ISLAMABAD: A meeting of
the Inter-Provincial Educa-
tion Ministers Conference
(IPEMC) has been sum-
moned on Tuesday (today)
to make final decision on
winter vacations.

The meeting will be held
tomorrow (Tuesday) under
the chairmanship of Federal
Minister for Education
Shafqat Mahmood in which
the issue of vaccination
of children will also be
considered.

The meeting will also con-
sider a proposal to shift the
winter break to January,
while reviewing reforms
to the provincial education
system. On Thursday, the
government of Sindh an-
nounced winter vacations
for schools and colleges —
public and private — across
the province.

Schools and colleges will
remain closed for winter va-
cations from December 20
till January 1, 2022, as per a
decision taken by the educa-
tion department s steering
committee. — DNA

ISLAMABAD: Zahid Latif Khan Chairman Asian Institute of Eco Civilisation hosted dinner for Pakistan’s new Ambassador to Saudi
Arabia Ameer Khurram Rathore. Seen in the picture are Editor Islamabad POST Ansar Bhatti, Khurshid Barlas, Usman Shaukat, Nadeem
Rauf, Sohail Altaf, Ambassador Khurram, M. Attiq, Zahid Latif Khan, Aftab Chaudhry, Nasir Mirza and others. The dinner was hosted
at the residence of Aftab Chaudhry. —- DNA

Pak-Indonesia negotiate on
trade, goods agreement: Envoy

Pakistan-Indonesia economic cooperation could open new avenues for
cooperation between South Asian and Association of East Asian Nations (ASEANS)
countries, Ambassador Tugio said

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of
the Republic of Indonesia to Pa-
kistan, Adam Mulawarman Tugio
on Monday said that Pakistan
and Indonesia trade and goods
agreement is being negotiated
and was likely to be implement-
ed soon for increased trade
activities. Preferential Trade
Agreement (PTA) already ex-
ists between the two countries
and the Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) is also being reviewed,
the Ambassador Adam said this
while addressing the consulta-
tive seminar for the promotion
of bilateral tourism with local
tourist agents and Journalists
here. The Indonesian envoy said
that this is the century of Asian
region in which the next South-
east Asia, Pacific Asia, Central
Asia and China will play an im-

portant role in the global econ-
omy and trade. Pakistan-Indone-
sia economic cooperation could
open new avenues for cooperation
between South Asian and Associ-
ation of East Asian Nations (ASE-
ANSs) countries, he said.

The Ambassador said that emerg-
ing economies like Pakistan could,
on the one hand, link global trade
with Central Asian countries, and
on the other hand, its geographi-
cal link with western China could
be beneficial to Indonesia and
ASEAN countries.

He said that Pakistan and Indo-
nesia have historical religious,
political, diplomatic and economic
ties, which can be used to further
strengthen economic and trade
ties between the two countries.
Indonesia emerged as the only
economy of US$ 1 trillion in ASE-
AN and Islamic world and both of
the countries have great potential
for cooperation in all fields includ-

ing tourism, trade, e-commerce
and defense.

He said that cooperation in the
tourism sector on both sides could
introduce new dimensions in the
promotion of mutual tourism. Am-
bassador said the two countries
could lay a new foundation for re-
lations by promoting cooperation
in the tourism and services sector.
Tugio said that Pakistan and Indo-
nesia are among the most beauti-
ful countries in the world and with

the promotlon of tourism, mutual
economic activities would reach
its peak. He said that the huge
market of ASEAN countries with a
population of 650 million has huge
economic opportunities for Paki-
stan. which are being discussed in
both the countries.

He said that Indonesia is a diverse
society, where all religions and
cultures are respected. There are
many Buddhist places of worship
in Pakistan too.

In addition, Pakistan, an emerging
country in the field of information,
local youth have a lot of expertise
in this field.

With online connections and boost
in Information Technology (IT),
young people from both the coun-
tries benefit from each other’s
experiences and skills to promote
economic and cultural integra-
tion. Adam Mulawarman Tugio
said that global retail e-commerce
sales in 2020 stood at US$ 4.28

trillion, which is expected to reach
US$ 5.4 trillion by 2022.

The Ambassador said that Paki-
stan and Indonesia are countries
with large youth populations that
can make their mark in the global
e-commerce trade and create vast
employment opportunities in both
the countries.

He said Indonesia has set a US$50
billion e-commerce trade target by
2025 to connect with the biggest
sector of global trade.
Ambassador said that Pakistan
and Indonesia can be linked with
e-commerce trade to increase bi-
lateral trade as well as connect
both sides’ youth in connection of
business and trade. Responding to
a question about Indonesia’s rapid
economic growth and economic
reforms, he said Indonesia was
the first to work on Ease of Doing
Business (EODB) and business
facilitation, which encouraged for-
eign investors.

Taliban seek ties with
US, other ex-foes

AGENCIES

KABUL: Afghanistan’s new Taliban
rulers are committed in principle to
education and jobs for girls and wom-
en, a marked departure from their
previous time in power, and seek the
world’s “mercy and compassion” to
help millions of Afghans in desperate
need, a top Taliban leader said in a
rare interview.

Afghan Foreign Minister Amir Khan
Muttaqi also told The Associated
Press that the Taliban government
wants good relations with all coun-
tries and has no issue with the United
States. He urged Washington and oth-
er nations to release upward of $10 bil-
lion in funds that were frozen when the
Taliban took power Aug. 15, following
a rapid military sweep across Afghan-
istan and the sudden, secret flight of
U.S.-backed President Ashraf Ghani.
“Sanctions against Afghanistan would
.. not have any benefit,” Muttaqi said
Sunday, speaking in his native Pashto
during the interview in the sprawling
pale brick Foreign Ministry building

in the heart of the Afghan capital of
Kabul. “Making Afghanistan unstable
or having a weak Afghan government
is not in the interest of anyone,” said
Muttaqi, whose aides include employ-
ees of the previous government as well
as those recruited from the ranks of
the Taliban.

Muttaqi acknowledged the world’s
outrage at the Taliban-imposed limita-
tions on girls’ education and on wom-
en in the work force. In many parts
of Afghanistan, female high school
students between the grades of seven
and 12 have not been permitted to go
to school since the Taliban took over,
and many female civil servants have
been told to stay home. Taliban offi-

cials have said they need time to cre-
ate gender-segregated arrangements
in schools and work places that meet
their severe interpretation of Islam.
When they first ruled from 1996-2001,
the Taliban shocked the world by bar-
ring girls and women from schools and
jobs, banning most entertainment and
sports and occasionally carrying out
executions in front of large crowds in
sports stadiums.

But Muttaqi said the Taliban have
changed since they last ruled.

“We have have made progress in ad-
ministration and in politics ... in inter-
action with the nation and the world.
With each passing day we will gain
more experience and make more pro-
gress,” he said.

Muttaqi said that under the new Tal-
iban government, girls are going to
school through to Grade 12 in 10 of the
country’s 34 provinces, private schools
and universities are operating unhin-
dered and 100% of women who had pre-
viously worked in the health sector are
back on the job. “This shows that we
are committed in principle to women
participation,” he said.

British MP seeks
revision of UK Govt’s

misleading tweet

ISLAMABAD: Co-chair of All Party Parliamentary Group
(APPG) on Pakistan Yasmin Qureshi MP has asked the
British government to amend its misleading tweet which
had wrongly likened the sanctions on Myanmar military
and Pakistani individual for their human rights violations.
On International Human Rights Day (December 10,
2021), the UK announced new sanctions against the
Myanmar military for their “continued suppression of
the civilian population and for serious human rights
violations.”

The UK had also sanctioned a former commander in the
terrorist organisation Lashkar-e-Jhangvi, who helped or-
chestrate a 2017 bombing in Pakistan.

However, the UK’s Foreign, Commonwealth and Devel-
opment Office (FCDO) tweeted the subject with a head-
line “New UK sanctions to target human rights violations
and abuses in Myanmar and Pakistan.”

In a letter to UK’s Minister of State for Asia at FCDO
Amanda Milling, Yasmin Qureshi MP, though welcomed
the sanctions imposed on Furqan Bangalzai who helped
to orchestrate a bombing in Pakistan.

“I am however disappointed to see that the Foreign,
Commonwealth and Development Office tweeted: “New
UK Sanctions to target Human Rights violations and
abuses in Myanmar and Pakistan.

She explained that the extent of sanctions imposed on
Myanmar could not in any way be likened to those im-
posed on an individual member of a terrorist organisa-
tion that happened to be based in Pakistan. — DNA

Korea pledges USS 2.5m for UNICEF, WFP and WHO

Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) were signed between the Ambassador of the Republic
of Korea, H.E. Mr. Suh Sangpyoand the Representatives of UNICEF, WHO, and WFP, Ms. Aida
Girma-Melaku, Dr Palitha Mahipala, and Mr. Chris Kaye respectlvely

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Government
of the Republic of Korea in its
commitment to alleviate the suf-
fering of the Afghan Refugees has
cumulatively donated 2.5 million
USD to the United Nations In-
ternational Children’s Emergen-
cy Fund (UNICEF), World Food
Programme (WFP), and the World
Health Organization (WHO).

A signing ceremony was held here
Monday at the Embassy of the
Republic of Korea in Islamabad.
Memorandums of Understanding
(MoUs) were signed between the
Ambassador of the Republic of
Korea, H.E. Mr. Suh Sangpyoand

the Representatives of UNICEF,
WHO, and WFP,Ms. Aida Gir-
ma-Melaku, Dr Palitha Mahipala,
and Mr. Chris Kaye, respectively.
The Country Representatives
thanked the Ambassador and the
Government of Korea for their
continued support to the United
Nations and to plight of the Af-
ghan Refugees.

They further added that this dona-
tion will be utilized to support the
frontline healthcare centers and
hospitals, provide lifesaving food
assistance and ensure continued
access to COVID-19 vaccines for
the Afghan refugees located in
Refugee villages, and in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan
provinces.

Shamim
affidavit:

IHC defers
indictment

Kuayam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad High Court has deferred
forming charges against for-
mer Gilgit-Baltistan judge
Rana Shamim till Dec 20.
Justice (retd) Shamim had
claimed in the affidavit, re-
corded allegedly on Novem-
ber 10, that three years ago
the then Chief Justice of Pa-
kistan Justice Nisar ordered
the lower judiciary to delay
the release of Nawaz Sharif
and his daughter Maryam
Nawaz until after the 2018
general elections. The con-
tents of the alleged affidavit
were published by The News.
IHC Chief Justice Athar
Minallah took notice of the
report by The News and ini-
tiated contempt of court pro-
ceedings on November 16.
On Monday, the court re-
sumed hearing of the con-
tempt case related to the
publication of an affidavit
in which Rana Shamim ac-
cused ex-chief justice of Pa-
kistan Saqib Nisar of deny-
ing bail to PML-N leaders.
Justice Athar Minallah has,
once again, instructed the
former GB judge to present
the original copy of the af-
fidavit in court. At the pre-
vious hearing, Rana Sham-
im was told to submit the
original document or face
charges.

During the proceeding on
Monday, senior journalist
Ansar Abbasi, Jang Group
editor Amer Ghouri, and
Attorney General Khalid
Jawed were present.

China ramps
up J-20
production:
Global Times

BEIJING: The maker of the
J-20, China’s most advanced
stealth fighter jet, revealed
that it recently broke re-
cords in terms of aircraft de-
livery due to high demand,
with experts saying that the
J-20 has entered a mass pro-
duction phase after it solved
the last missing piece of the
puzzle, the domestically de-
veloped WS-10 engine.
Since the start of the fourth
quarter, Chengdu Aircraft
Industrial Group Co Ltd
under the state-owned Avi-
ation Industry Corporation
of China has been facing
challenging research and
development,  production
and delivery missions, as
multiple users were wait-
ing to receive delivery of
many aircraft, the company
said in a statement released
over the weekend on its so-
cial media account, Global
Times reported.

In this period, the company
completed several key test
flight missions, and indexes
related to aircraft delivery
have broken record highs,
the statement said.

Out of nine photos attached
to the statement, seven de-
pict test flights of the J-20,
one shows a test flight of
the J-10, and one shows the
work of staff members.
This could be an indication
that the production of the
J-20 is being ramped up, Fu
Qianshao, a Chinese mili-
tary aviation expert, told
the Global Times. — APP

Two arrested
after fatal
ship collision
in Sweden

STOCKHOLM: Sweden
on Monday arrested two
people after a fatal early
morning collision between a
Danish and British ship off
the southern Swedish coast,
prosecutors said

Sweden’s Prosecution Ser-
vice said in a statement that
an investigation into “aggra-
vated drunkenness at sea,”
“gross negligence in sea
traffic,” and “gross causing
of death by negligence” had
been opened.

One of those arrested was a
British citizen born in 1991
and the other a Croatian cit-
izen born in 1965, the Pros-
ecution Service said.

Nine boats and a rescue
helicopter scoured for two
missing crewmembers for
hours following the early
morning collision in the
waters between the Swed-
ish city of Ystad and the
Danish island of Bornholm,
the media spokesman at the
Swedish Maritime Admin-
istration told AFP. “One of
the ships has capsized and
is upside down,” Carl-Johan
Linde said. — Agencies
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