
Saturday, December 18, 2021

A sister publication of CENTRELINE & DNA News Agency ISLAMABAD EDITIONwww.islamabadpost.com.pkSoon From   LAHORE & KARACHI

Price Rs. 20Pakistan’s First And Only Diplomatic Daily

IslamabadPOST

The offices of daily 
Islamabad POST shall 
remain closed on Saturday 
on account of weekly off 
therefore there will be no 
newspaper on Sunday.

– Editor

Holiday Notice

Shaukat Khanum 
funding allegations 
‘false, defamatory’

Germany grants
EURO 13.5m for 
Tree Tsunami
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UNGA adopts 
Pak-sponsored 
resolution

No suspension 
of mobile services

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Mobile services will not 
be suspended during the Organisation of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) summit, which 
will be held in Islamabad for three days 
from December 17–19, Interior Minis-
ter Sheikh Rasheed announced Friday. 
The OIC’s Extraordinary Session of For-
eign Ministers will start on December 
17. Meanwhile, the federal capital will 
also enjoy a three-day weekend from 

Continued on Page 06

US, Taliban 
envoys to attend 
OIC FMs moot

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi receives Secretary General 
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC), Hissein Brahim Taha on his arrival 

at Ministry of Foreign Affairs. – DNA

The first Extraordinary Session was 
also held in Islamabad, in Jan 1980, 

also to consider Afghan situation
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Pak plays 
laudable 

role in OIC
DNA

ISLAMABAD: President 
Islamic De-
ve l o p m e n t 
Bank Dr 
Muhammad 
S u l a i m a n 
Al-Jasser has 

commended Pakistan’s role 
for stability in Afghanistan 
and bringing in all OIC coun-
tries at one platform for this 
cause through OIC Ministe-
rial conference. Talking to 
media at Islamabad Inter-
national Airport on Friday, 
the President Islamic Devel-
opment Bank said Pakistan 
is an important member 
of OIC and it has extended 
every possible assistance 
to Afghanistan. He said all 
OIC countries hold in high 
esteem Pakistan’s contribu-
tion in this regard.  Dr Mu-
hammad Sulaiman Al-Jasser 
said participation of OIC 
ministers in this conference 
is an expression of their 
resolve for peace in Afghan-
istan and Afghan people will 
soon get the fruits of peace.

Maryam 
felicitates 
workers 
Staff Report

LAHORE: Pakistan Mus-
lim League-
N a w a z 
( P M L - N ) 
Vice Presi-
dent Maryam 
Nawaz has 

congratulated the workers 
on the victory of her party 
in the by-election of Punjab 
Assembly constituency PP-
206 Khanewal. In a post on 
social-networking website 
Twitter, Maryam Nawaz 
thanked Allah and said, 
“Congratulations on the glo-
rious victory of Shiro Khan-
ewal, the name Nawaz Sharif 
is enough.” In another post, 
the PML-N leader shared 
a photo of former Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif and 
wrote “Congratulations to 
Rana Muhammad Saleem 
and PML-N. Congratula-
tions to all the leaders and 
workers who worked hard.”  
The by-election for the Pro-
vincial Assembly constitu-
ency PP-206 in Khanewal 
was held on Thursday and 
Rana Mohammad Saleem 
from the Pakistan Muslim 
Leagues Nawaz (PMLN) had 
emerged as a winner, accord-
ing to the unofficial results.

Briefs

Fawad warns  
of refugee crisis

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Government said the Tali-
ban takeover of neighboring Afghanistan 
in August forced about 300,000 Afghans 
to take shelter in Pakistan and warned 
that the refugee crisis could aggravate if 
the international community would not 
urgently address the rapidly worsening 
humanitarian situation. “If this number 
increases, our economy will not be able 
to bear this burden.” Information Minis-
ter Fawad Chaudhry said.
The minister talking to journalists 
ahead of the meeting of the Organi-
zation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 
foreign ministers in Islamabad, said, 
290,000 Afghans have come to Paki-
stan since August 15, and this figure 
accounts to the legal entrants only. 
Pakistan is hosting the OIC foreign min-
ister’s meeting on Sunday to discuss the 
emerging situation in Afghanistan after 
the Taliban takeover and the departure 
of all US and allied forces. The foreign 
minister’s meeting is expected to woo 
the Muslim countries to extend a help-
ing hand for the struggling Afghans. 

Continued on Page 06

Recognizing
Taliban govt 

not on agenda

Ali Furqan 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan said on Friday that 
the purpose of OIC Foreign Minister sum-
mit is not to recognize the Taliban govern-
ment, but urging the world to engage with 
them to avert the emerging crisis. 
Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
told the media while informing them about 
the OIC summit that the focus of the con-
ference is the situation in Afghanistan and 
to be more specific the humanitarian cri-
sis in the neighboring country. 
He says there is difference in recognition 
and engagement, Pakistan is not asking 
the world to recognise the Taliban but talk 
to them to avert the emerging crisis. He 
says it would be a good opportunity for the 
world and Taliban to understand each oth-
er’s point of view.Foreign Minister says 
that the suspension of development and 

Continued on Page 06

Qureshi says Pakistan is not 
asking the world to recognise the 
Taliban but talk to them to avert 

the emerging crisis

News Desk

WASHINGTON: The annual US report 
on terrorism has recognised Pakistan’s 
efforts in 2020 to counter terror financ-
ing and restrain Indian-backed militant 
groups from conducting attacks in Pakistan. 

Continued on Page 06

Top TTP commander 
escapes drone strike

News Desk

KABUL: A top leader of the Pakistan Talib-
an escaped unhurt from a suspected drone 
strike on a safe house in eastern Afghan-
istan, the militant group said Friday. The 
strike on Thursday evening came a week 
after a ceasefire between the Tehreek-e-Tal-
iban Pakistan (TTP) and the government 
collapsed, with militants accusing Islama-
bad of killing its fighters. The TTP -- a sep-
arate movement but sharing common roots 
with Afghanistan’s new leaders -- plunged 

Continued on Page 06

US acknowledges Pakistan 
counter terrorism efforts
Antony Blinken stated that Pakistan has 

made some important contributions  
to the Afghan peace process

Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Representatives from the 
United States and Taliban-led interim 
Afghanistan government would attend 
the extraordinary session of the Organ-
ization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) 
scheduled in Islamabad on December 
19. The delegation of the State of Pales-
tine will be high-ranking and will consist 
of Foreign Minister Dr.  Riyad Al-Mali-
ki, his assistant and another diplomat, 
and he will arrive on Sunday morning. 
Palestine shall also be on top of the 

Continued on Page 06

5000 personnel 
to stand guard; 

holiday in Capital
Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Government on Fri-
day decided to deploy 5,000 security 
forces personnel in the federal capital 
during the OIC Foreign Minister s ex-
traordinary conference in Islamabad. 
In view of the OIC Foreign Ministers  

Continued on Page 06

Ambassador of
Czech Republic

meets Army Chief
COAS says Pak values ties with EU countries

DNA

RAWALPINID: Ambassador of the Re-
public of Czech to Pakistan H.E Tomas 
Smetanka called on Chief of Army Staff 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa at GHQ, on 
Friday. According to Pakistan Army Pub-
lic Relations (ISPR), the Ambassador of 
the Czech Republic called on Army Chief 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa.
During the meeting, matters of mu-
tual interest, regional security, and 
current situation in Afghanistan were 
discussed. The meeting also discussed 
mutual cooperation in the provision of 

humanitarian aid to Afghanistan.
According to ISPR, COAS said that Pa-
kistan values its relations with Europe-
an Union (EU) countries. “Pakistan is 
hopeful for the expansion of multilat-
eral relations based on common inter-
ests”, the army chief added.
The Ambassador of the Czech Republic 
appreciated Pakistan’s role in the Af-
ghan situation. The visiting dignitary 
praised Pakistan’s efforts for peace 
and stability in the region.
The Ambassador of the Czech Repub-
lic reiterated his commitment to play a 
role in enhancing diplomatic coopera-
tion with Pakistan at all levels.

Russia issues  
list of conditions

Wants limited NATO role in Eastern Europe

News Desk

MOSCOW: Russia on Friday released a 
series of demands to the United States 
and NATO if it is to restore relations. It 
comes as tensions between the West and 
Russia have ratcheted up, with fears of 
a military invasion of Ukraine and con-
tinuing hybrid warfare at the European 
Union’s external border with Belarus.
The Russian documents were submitted 
to the US and its allies earlier this week. 
The publication of unfinished agree-
ments is an unusual move in internation-
al diplomacy. An end to NATO military 

activity in eastern Europe, including 
Ukraine, the Caucasus and Central Asia,
No expansion of NATO membership, 
particularly to Ukraine, No intermedi-
ate or shorter-range missiles deployed 
close enough to hit the territory of the 
other side, No military exercises of 
more than one military brigade in an 
agreed border zone, An agreement that 
parties do not consider each other as 
adversaries and will resolve disputes 
peacefully, Neither Russia nor the 
United States can deploy nuclear weap-
ons outside their national territories.

Continued on Page 06

Shaukat 
Khanum 

allegations 
false: PM
“It is unfortunate 
to level baseless 

allegations against a 
welfare body,” says PM

Mahnoor Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Following allegations 
regarding Shaukat Khanum Memorial 
Trust’s (SKMT) funding, Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan submitted an affidavit 
terming all statements issued in this re-
gard as “false and defamatory”. The affi-
davit was shared with the media by the 
PM’s Office after the premier on Friday 
attended the online court proceedings 
from his office in the presence of his 
counsel, Senator Waleed Iqbal.
During the hearing, the premier said 
the decisions on the hospital’s invest-
ment schemes were made by the expert 
committee without his interference. 
The proceedings were carried out by 
Additional District and Session Judge 
Muhammad Adnan on the Rs10 billion 

Continued on Page 06
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Palestine FM due on Sunday

Ties with US, Europe
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Namrah Shahzad

C ORONAVIRUS (COVID-19, creat-
ed by the novel coronavirus SARS-
CoV-2) is a highly contagious dis-

ease that was identified in mid-December 
2019 and was declared a pandemic by the 
WHO on March 11, 2020. (Wuhan, Chi-
na). Symptoms such as COVID-19 fever 
usually appear 5-6 days after infection 
and include cough, sore throat, fever, 
muscle and body pain and loss of smell 
or taste in some cases. 
The consumption of foods rich in vitamins 
and of functional foods can boost the im-
mune system to help fight off viruses. For 
instance, Ascorbic acid (vitamin C), vitamin 
A (retinol, retinoic acid, and B-carotene), 
herbal and Chinese medicines (ginseng 
root) have been used to help in the treat-
ment of viral diseases. 
High levels of urbanization and global trade 
in trade and travel have contributed to the 
spread of the virus worldwide. The Global 
Report on Food Crises 2020 found that 135 
million people in 55 countries and territories 
are facing food insecurity at a “crisis” level or 
higher. The federal government and the Na-
tional Accountability Bureau in Pakistan are 
taking strict actions against wheat and sugar 
hoarders. Onion and tomatoes exports were 
officially banned from the end of February un-

til 31 May 2020. 
According to the Pakistan Bureau of Sta-
tistics, the Consumer Price Index (CPI) in-
creased by 8.2 percent between May 2019 
and May 2020. An analysis of average prices 
during this outbreak of COVID-19, the price 
increased were; wheat flour per kilo 13.3 
percent, IRRI (regular) and basmati rice 8.8 
percent, pulses prices have increased sub-
stantially, both beef and mutton 5.3 percent, 
fresh milk 3.4 percent and the chicken and 
eggs 28.5 and 20.3 percent respectively.  
Mango exports are expected to decline by 
40 percent this year because of the lock-
down of sea and air routes. There has been 
also a negative effect on cotton producers. 
According to estimates by the International 
Labour Organization (ILO), 2.9 million sal-
aried workers are at risk due to the restric-
tions imposed by government. 
Last March, the United Nations allocat-
ed US$2 billion to the COVID-19 Global 
Humanitarian Response Plan, which aims 
to enable organizations such as WHO, 
UNICEF, and WFP to reach more vulner-
able communities and provide them with 
food, water and sanitation and vaccines, 
as well as COVID-19 test kits and medical 
equipment.

– The writer is the student of 
Department of Food Science &amp; 

Technology Government College 
Women University Faisalabad

Food System 
in Era of COVID-19

New SME policy to 
catalyze economic 

activities: Atif Munir
President FCCI said that SME is the only hope to offset 

the ill impacts of corona and for this purpose the 
Government has taken elaborate and comprehensive 

measures to incentivize them through policy interventions

Ishfaq Mughal

FAISALABAD:  New SME policy will 
catalyze the economic activities in ad-
dition to helping the young educated 
and talented youth to start their own 
businesses instead of running after 
the jobs, said Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh, 
President Faisalabad Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (FCCI).
He was commenting on the new SME 
policy approved by the federal cabinet. 
He said that according to the statistics 
more than one million small manufac-
turers are working in Pakistan and 
their contribution in growth is above 
78%. “These manufacturers have po-
tential to further grow but they have 
their own financial limitations”, he 
said and added that they were earlier 
denied access to the capital. “Hence 
they could not fully exploit their inher-
ent potential”, he added.
Continuing President FCCI said that 
SME is the only hope to offset the ill 

impacts of corona and for this purpose 
the Government has taken elaborate 
and comprehensive measures to in-
centivize them through policy inter-
ventions.
He said that in Faisalabad the SME 
sector was also contributing 80% share 
in industrial production in addition to 
creating maximum job opportunities 
for the bursting population.
He appreciated the categorization 
of the SME sector into low, medium 
and high-risk industries along with 
appropriate facilities for each seg-
ment. He said that this policy has 
offered guarantee free loans up to 
Rs. 10 million but this is not enough 
in view of rapid depreciation of Pak 
rupee, hence this limit must be en-
hanced up to Rs. 20 million.
The exemption from NOCs for low-
risk industries is also a positive step 
which would help start-ups to fully con-
centrate on their businesses instead 
of visiting offices to get NOCs from 
different offices. He said that in the 

current age of digitalization, it is not a 
difficult job and the Government could 
easily manage and facilitate start-ups 
by saving them from unnecessary bu-
reaucratic procedures and hiccoughs.
In this connection, he particular-
ly mentioned the newly introduced 
“one window operation” and said that 
its scope must be enhanced to the 
SME sector. He said that new portals 
should also be activated so that male 
and female start-ups could get the re-
quired permissions while sitting from 
their homes. He mentioned special 
facilities for the females and said that 
they could enjoy tax-rebate up to 25%. 
“It will certainly attract women to 
start their own businesses with this 
special incentive”, he said and added 
that the new policy will play a major 
role in transforming our import-based 
economy to a dynamic export oriented 
sector. He said that it will also encour-
age our youth to produce imported 
items locally in order to discourage 
the increasing imports.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal minister for information and broadcasting, Chaudhary Fawad Hussain, 
federal minister for interior, Shaikh Rasheed Ahmad & minister of state for information and 

broadcasting Farrukh Habib talking to media. – APP

Virgin Atlantic 
completes 1st year of 
operations to Pakistan

DNA

ISLAMABAD: This week Virgin Atlantic 
celebrates 12 months of flying from UK 
to Pakistan. Strong demand from Pakistan 
diaspora visiting friends and relatives has 
contributed to a successful first year of 
operations. Virgin Atlantic has established 
itself as the number one carrier for travel 
from Pakistan to UK, with award-winning 
service and a choice of three direct routes. 
Pakistan was Virgin’s first new country to 
launch during the pandemic, and the first 
time it has ever flown from Manchester to 
Asia. Virgin Atlantic has continued opera-
tions throughout the last year, even during 
periods of the tightest travel restrictions, 
demonstrating the resilience of the Paki-
stan market.
Highlights of the year included carrying both 
the men’s and women’s Pakistan Cricket team 
to UK and beyond for their Caribbean tours 
in 2021 Virgin Atlantic operates the state 

of the art Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner aircraft 
on all routes from Pakistan, offering the air-
line’s Upper Class, Premium and Economy 
cabins. Passengers can take advantage of 
over 1,000 hours of in-flight entertainment, 
which includes a selection of Urdu films and 
TV programmes. Virgin Atlantic offers Ha-
lal food options for customers along with its 
award-winning service. Virgin Atlantic offers 
seamless connectivity via London Heathrow 
to North America, offering speedy connec-
tions to destinations such as New York JFK, 
Boston and Los Angeles.
As well as transporting customers, Virgin 
Atlantic offers a fast, efficient cargo service. 
This has enabled trade between exporters and 
importers in both the UK and Pakistan. The 
UK is the largest export market for Pakistan 
in Europe, transporting high volumes of goods 
such as textiles, apparel and machinery.
Passenger safety is Virgin Atlantic’s number 
one priority and the airline has implemented 
a ‘Fly Safe, Fly Well’ programme during the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

Students pay tribute 
to APS martyrs

FAISALABAD: The martyrs of APS, Peshawar were paid rich 
tribute during a ceremony, held at the Government MC Higher 
Secondary School Allama Iqbal Road, here on Friday. The cer-
emony was presided over by Principal Rao Muhammad Iqbal. 
Educationists, teachers and a large number of students were 
present. The principal said the martyrs of APS were the heroes 
of the nation. Their sacrifices would not go waste which united 
the Pakistani nation at a platform, he said. – APP

876 women 
candidates elected 

unopposed in KP polls
DNA

PESHAWAR: As many as 2,032 candidates 
have been elected unopposed in 17 districts 
of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa where the local 
government elections are scheduled to be 
held on Dec 19.
On the general seats, 217 candidates have 
been elected unopposed while on wom-
en seats, 876 females elected without any 
competition.  As many as 285 growers have 
been elected unopposed on farmers’ seats, 
while 500 candidates on youth seats and 
154 on minorities’ seats have been elected 
without facing competition.
From Peshawar, 62 have been elected unop-
posed on general seats; 145 females elected 
on women seats; 105 on farmers’ seats; and 
45 candidates have won the election with-
out competition.
From Nowshera, 12 candidates have won 
the election unopposed on general seats; 
51 females on women seats; 19 on farm-
ers’ seats; 34 on youth seats; and 11 on 
minorities’ seats. From Charsadda, 9 con-
testants have been elected without any 
contest on general seats; 55 females on 
women seats; 30 on farmers’ seats; and 9 
on minorities’ seats.
From Khyber district, 24 candidates 

have won the election with competition 
on general seats; 51 on women seats; 18 
on farmers’ seats; 30 on youth seats; and 
12 on minorities’ seats. From Mehmand 
District, 15 candidates have been elected 
unopposed on women seats; I on farmers’ 
seats; and 5 on youth seats.
From Mardan, 9 contestants have won the 
polls without competition on general seats; 
99 on women seats; 38 on farmers’ seats; 
68 on youth seats; and 15 on minorities’ 
seats. From Swabi, 18 candidates have been 
elected unopposed on general seats; 84 on 
women seats; 40 on farmers’ seats; 57 on 
youth seats; and 2 on minorities’ seats.
From Kohat, 6 contestants have won elec-
tion without contest on general seats; 
61 on women seats; 8 on farmers’ seats; 
23 on youth seats; and 10 on minorities’ 
seats.  From Karak, 9 candidates have 
been elected unopposed on general seats; 
2 on women seats; 1 on farmers’ seats; 
and 1 on minorities’ seats.
From Hangu, 14 contestants have won the 
polls without competition on general seats; 
24 on women seats; 16 on farmers’ seats; 
and 1 on minorities’ seats. From Bannu , 
3 candidates have been elected unopposed 
on general seats; 22 on women seats; 5 on 
farmers’ seats; 11 on youth seats; and 7 on 
minorities’ seats.

Delay in registration of FIR 
not tolerable: IG Punjab

LAHORE: Inspector General of Police Pun-
jab Rao Sardar Ali Khan has said that delay 
in registration of FIR is not tolerated in any 
case, cases should be registered immediate-
ly on applications of citizens.
He issued these instructions while listen-
ing to the problems of the citizens during a 
Khuli Katchehry (open court) held at Cen-
tral Police Office here on Friday and giving 
orders to the officers for redressal.
He said that strict action will be taken 
against those who would delay in the
registration of cases without any reason.
Rao said that action should be taken on pri-
ority basis against the mafias occupying the 
property and lands of the people and strict 

legal action should be taken against such 
mafias and their facilitators.
He said that detailed reports of operations 
against criminals grabbing public and pri-
vate property should be sent to the Central 
Police Office regularly.
IG Punjab directed that field and supervi-
sory officers in all districts should hold reg-
ular open courts at their offices or public 
places and senior citizens, disabled and 
women attending open courts should be 
heard on priority basis. He reiterated that 
police are a disciplined force so all officers 
and personnel must be punctual, adhere to 
SOPs issued in professional matters and 
take good care of discipline. – APP

Sunflower cultivation schedule issued
FAISALABAD: The Agriculture Department has issued schedule for sunflower cultivation in the 
province and persuaded farmers to bring maximum land under cultivation of the cash crop.
A spokesman for the department told APP on Friday, “Sunflower is an important edible oil pro-
ducing crop and it can help Pakistan slash its import bill of edible oil, which is about Rs 300 billion 
per annum. Therefore, the Agriculture Department has divided Punjab into three zones regard-
ing cultivation of sunflower crops”.
He said that growers of Dera Ghazi Khan and Rajanpur should immediately start cultivation of 
sunflower and complete it till January 31, while the peasants of Bahawalpur, Rahim Yar Khan, 
Khanewal, Multan, Muzaffargarh, Layyah, Lodhran, Bhakkar, Vehari and Bahawalnagar should 
cultivate sunflower from 1st to 31st of January. Similarly, farmers of Faisalabad, Mianwali, Sar-
godha, Khushab, Jhang, Sahiwal, Okara, Sialkot, Gujranwala, Lahore, Mandi Bahauddin, Kasur, 
Sheikhupura, Nankana Sahib, Narowal, Attock, Rawalpindi, Gujrat and Chakwal should cultivate 
sunflower crops from January 15 to February 15. – Bureau Report

GCWU 15th 
syndicate 

meeting held

DNA 

FAISALABAD: The 15th 
syndicate meeting of the 
Government College Wom-
en University (GCWU) 
Faisalabad was held here 
on Friday.
Provincial Minister for 
Higher Education Raja Ya-
sir Humayon presided over 
the meeting, while Prof Dr 
Muhammad Tufail, Vice 
Chancellor Ghazi Universi-
ty, Dera Ghazi Khan, Prof 
Dr Talat Naseer Pasha, 
Vice Chancellor Education 
University Lahore, Dr tayy-
ba Shaheen, Chairperson 
Board of Intermediate and 
Secondary Education Fais-
alabad, MPA Firdous Rai, 
Sara Hayyat and Qurat-ul-
Ain from the HEC partici-
pated in the meeting.
Vice-Chancellor GCWU Prof 
Dr Rubina Farooq briefed 
the participants about the 
university’s annual report 
(2020-21), research activ-
ities, quality education, 
social services, E-Rozgar 
center, etc.
The minister paid tribute to 
the Vice Chancellor on the 
university’s performance 
and appreciated the efforts 
for development of the 
university, constitution of 
basic structure, faculty and 
administration. The minis-
ter stresses on vocational 
education for grooming the 
students’ abilities through 
modern education.

FESCO 
issues 

shutdown 
schedule

Staff Report

FAISALABAD: The Faisal-
abad Electric Supply Com-
pany (FESCO) has issued 
shutdown schedule for Mon-
day due to necessary repair, 
maintenance and expansion 
of electricity lines. 
According to the schedule, 
the power supply from Dry 
Port feeder emanating from 
132-KV Chiniot Road grid 
station, Quran Academy 
Road, Jhumra Road and 
Hamdard-1 feeders originat-
ing from 132-KV Steam Pow-
er grid station, Yousuf Abad 
feeder emanating from 132-
KV Nishat Abad grid station, 
College Road, Lahore Road, 
Arkana and new Awagat 
feeders originating from 
132-KV Jaranwala grid sta-
tion, Lalian City feeder em-
anating from 132-KV Lalian 
grid station, Pipal Bhatta 
feeder originating from 132-
KV Barana grid station, Col-
lege Road feeder emanating 
from 132-KV Chenab Nagar 
grid station, Amin Abad and 
Kareem Town feeders origi-
nating from 132-KV Factory 
Area grid station, Shadab 
feeder emanating from 132-
KV Jhang Road grid station, 
Painsara feeder originating 
from 132-KV Nia Lahore 
grid station, al-Mustafa 
Shaheed feeder emanating 
from 132-KV Sitiana grid 
station, Harianwala feeder 
originating from 132-KV Si-
tiana Road grid station, new 
Sabzi Mandi, FIG, Loona, 
al-Fareed feeders emanat-
ing from 132-KV Thikriwala 
grid station feeders emanat-
ing from 132-KV Tariq Abad 
grid station will remain sus-
pended from 9:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. whereas Theraj 
feeder originating from 132-
KV Jaranwala grid station 
will observe load shedding 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on De-
cember 20, 2021.



Rawalpindi admin 
carries out 11,068 raids 

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi district administration conducted nearly 11,080 raids in sev-
en tehsils of the district to check profiteering, hoarding and other violations while fines 
amounting over Rs 615,000 were imposed on the rules violators during the last month. 
This was revealed by Deputy Commissioner Muhammad Ali while reviewing the perfor-
mance of Assistant Commissioners (ACs) here at his office. 
He said that the digitalization of the Girdawari system at the tehsil level was a landmark 
step of the Punjab government, while the performance of ACs would be checked in this 
regard. The DC directed the officials to regularly carry out inspections of hospitals and 
dispensaries and ensure the availability of medicines and other facilities. 
Muhammad Ali directed them to take appropriate measures to control the spread of smog 
with the environment department’s help and monitor the ongoing development schemes 
being completed in their respective areas. – DNA
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Salt price 
increased 
up to Rs13 

per kg
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Inflation has 
made the life of the poor 
more difficult as now the 
rates of salt have been in-
creased up to Rs13 per kilo-
gram and prices reached 
Rs30 to Rs43 per kg.
A private television channel 
reported on Friday that com-
panies have hiked the prices 
of their branded salt while 
the rates of exposed salt 
have also been increased. 
The channel report said that 
commonly available salt has 
now become rare as the ex-
posed salt was being sold at 
Rs30 to Rs35 per kg in the 
local market.
Under the present govern-
ment, inflation is rising 
sharply with each passing 
day and the prices of brand-
ed salt have gone beyond 
the purchasing power of 
the people. A packet of 800 
grams of branded salt from 
different companies has 
been priced at Rs30-35.

Large industry 
grows 3.56% 

in four months
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Large Scale 
Manufacturing Industries 
(LSMI) production grew by 
3.56 percent during the first 
four months of the current 
fiscal year compared to the 
corresponding period of 
last year, Pakistan Bureau 
of Statistics (PBS) reported 
Thursday. The LSMI Quan-
tum Index Number (QIM) 
was recorded at 140.50 
points during July-October 
(2021-22) against 135.66 
points during July-October 
(2020-21), showing growth 
of 3.56 percent, according 
to latest PBS data.
The highest increase of 2.26 
percent during July-October 
(2021-22) was witnessed in 
the indices monitored by 
the Ministry of Industries, 
followed by 0.88 percent in-
crease in indices monitored 
by the Provincial Board of 
Statistics (BOS) and 0.43 
percent increase in the 
products monitored by the 
Oil Companies Advisory 
Committee (OCAC). On 
year on year basis (YoY), the 
industry declined by 1.19 
percent during the month of 
October 2021 compared to 
the growth of October 2020, 
according to PBS latest data.
The major sectors that 
showed positive growth 
during July-October (2021-
22) included textile (0.91%), 
food, beverages and tobacco 
(5.15%), coke and petrole-
um products (7.33%), phar-
maceuticals (6.55%), chem-
icals (3.14%), automobiles 
(37.91%), iron and steel 
products (11.62%), leather 
products (10.49%), paper 
and board (9.39%), engi-
neering products (0.81%) 
and wood products (6.56%).

APDA 
apprises Tarin 
of car dealers’ 

problems
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to the 
Prime Minister on Finance 
and Revenue Shaukat Tarin 
held a meeting with Mian 
Shoaib Ahmed, Chairman All 
Pakistan Car Dealers and Im-
porters Association (APDA) 
at Finance Division. Feder-
al Minister for Industries 
and Production Makhdoom 
Khusro Bakhtiar, Adviser 
to the Prime Minister on 
Commerce and Investment 
Mr. Abdul Razak Dawood, 
Secretary Commerce, Mem-
ber FBR and senior officers 
attended the meeting.
Chairman APDA apprised 
the Adviser that car dealers 
and importers in Pakistan 
are facing various prob-
lems especially related to 
imports of cars and sought 
support of the Government 
to address these issues.
The Adviser Shaukat Tarin 
appreciated the contribution 
of car dealers in the econom-
ic progress of the country 
and said that Government is 
very supportive of adopting 
all measures that can boost 
economic activity, generate 
employment and help in ex-
pansion of business activity 
in the country. The Advis-
er to the Prime Minister 
Shaukat Tarin listened their 
issues keenly and assured 
the delegation to provide 
maximum support to them 
and resolve their issues.

Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: A delegation 
of Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry-IC-
CI led by Muhammad Sha-
keel Munir, President paid 
a visit to the High Com-
missioner of Sri Lanka in 
Pakistan and conveyed him 
condolences on behalf of 
the business community on 
a very sad and unfortunate 
incident of killing of Mr. 
Priyantha in Sialkot. The 
delegation was comprised 
of Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh, 
SVP, Muhammad Faheem 
Khan, VP, Mian Muhammad 
Akram Farid, Chairman 
ICCI Founder Group and 
former President ICCI, Zaf-
far Bakhtawari, Chairman 

ICCI Diplomatic Committee 
and former President ICCI.
Muhuammad Shakeel Mu-
nir, President handed over 
a cheque of PKR 1 Million 
to His Excellency, Vice Ad-
miral Mohan Wijewickrama, 
as a token to express sol-
idarity with the bereaved 
family of Mr.Priyantha and 
reaffirmed that justice will 
prevail and the perpetrators 
will be punished by the law.
The President ICCI said 
that the business commu-
nity highly condemns this 
unfortunate incident. He 
further said that Pakistan is 
a peaceful nation but such 
incidents tarnish the soft 
image of Pakistan, which 
should not happen in future.
Mr.Shakeel Munir said that 
the Government of Pakistan 

has arrested the people 
who were involved in this in-
cident, however, the Islama-
bad Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry would strongly 
recommend speedy justice 
and strict action against the 
culprits. He assured that 
the business community 
would extend all possible 
support to the family of 

Mr.Priyantha so that they 
could pass the rest of their 
lives comfortably.
Mr. Shakeel Munir further 
discussed matters of bilat-
eral interests and a way for-
ward to promote the trade 
relations between the two 
countries. He invited the 
High Commissioner to visit 
the Chamber and said that 

trading activities should be 
further accelerated with 
exchange of business del-
egations and trade related 
information. He said that 
the Chamber is planning 
to hold various exhibitions 
and would like Sri Lankan 
companies to participate in 
these events.
Vice Admiral Mohan Wijew-
ickrama said that though it 
was a terrible incident and 
he underlined that this in-
cident will not affected the 
trade and bilateral relations 
between the two nations. 
The Excellency hoped that 
the Government of Pakistan 
would take strong actions 
against the perpetrators 
and provide justice to the 
family of Mr. Priyantha. 
He thanked the business 

community for providing 
financial and moral sup-
port. The Excellency in-
formed that in February 
next year, a Sri Lanka 
business delegation is ex-
pected to visit Pakistan for 
B2B meetings with the Pa-
kistani businessmen.
Speaking at this occasion, 
Mian Akram Farid, Chair-
man Founder Group ex-
pressed his deep grief with 
the family and said that the 
Pakistani nation has great 
respect for the foreign na-
tionals. He said that Paki-
stan has established good 
trade and diplomatic rela-
tions with Sri Lanka and 
hoped that these relations 
would be further strength-
ened at government and 
private sector level.

ICCI visits Lankan HC; Presents 1m cheque
Muhuammad Shakeel Munir, President handed over a cheque of PKR 1 Million to His Excellency, 

Vice Admiral Mohan Wijewickrama, as a token to express solidarity with the bereaved family of 
Priyantha and reaffirmed that justice will prevail and the perpetrators will be punished by the law
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SERVICES

Namaz Timings

Emergency

Hotels & 
Restaurants

Airlines

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Islamabad 
Metropolitan

Wasa Water Tank

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad...............9222596
Rawalpindi.........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info.................114
PIA Cargo...............9280979
Railway Inquiry...............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA........................9281092

CMH.......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

CDA...................9221334-43
CDA...................9208301-04
Met Office...........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA.......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town.............5773343

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125

Water Tanker Service
E-7, F-10 & F-11......9204654
G-5, G-6, G-7, G-8....9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12, 
H-8.........................9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Complaints

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott..........051- 2826121
Monal.............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines......8494949

Metro service should 
be built from Rawat 

to Islamabad
ISLAMABAD: General Secretary Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Traders wing Islamabad Waqar Zafar Bakht-
awari said that traffic and parking issues in Islamabad 
has made the citizens in terrible pain. Businesses are 
slowly coming to a standstill and need to move forward 
on an emergency basis. Waqar Zafar 
Bakhtawari said that the metro 
service from the airport to 
Islamabad has been built for 
years and its service should 
be started im- mediately. And 
the traffic con- gestion from 
Rawat to Islam- abad should be 
solved imme- diately by con-
structing a new metro service. 
He further said that new parking ar-
eas and parking pla- zas should be set up 
in all the centers of Islamabad. The 
g ove r n m e n t should immedi-
ately fo- cus on 
this. – DNA

Fajr....................... 05:37 am
Zohr..................... 12:04 pm
Asr.......................  03:24 pm
Maghrib............... 05:02 pm
Isha...................... 06:31 pm

Korean Govt donates 10,000 
hand sanitizers to MoCC

Ambassador of the Republic of Korea said that Korean Government has been 
supporting Pakistan in the fight against Coronavirus because public health 

is the essential and fundamental basis for inclusive development
Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: The Republic 
of Korea has supported the 
Government of Pakistan’s 
response in controlling 
the outbreak and spread 
of COVID-19. The Korean 
government has already 
provided oxygen concentra-
tor, Ventilators, and RATs 
(Rapid Antigen Test)  worth 
USD300,000 to National 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (NDMA). KOICA 
Alumni Association of Paki-
stan (KAAP) has provided 
40 beds, 50 wheelchairs, 
and 50 stretchers in AJK, 
KPK, and Islamabad.  
To mitigate the impact of 
COVID-19 and strengthen 
the hygiene response sys-
tem of Pakistan, the KOI-
CA (Korea International 
Cooperation Agency) Pa-
kistan Office handed over 

10,000 hand sanitizers to 
the Ministry Of Climate 
Change (MoCC).The pur-
pose of providing hand 
sanitizer to the Ministry 
is to prevent the spread 

of infections and decrease 
the risk of sickness among 
employees, which will help 
in creating a safe work en-
vironment. 
Ambassador of the Repub-

lic of Korea said that Kore-
an Government has been 
supporting Pakistan in the 
fight against Coronavirus 
because public health is 
the essential and funda-

mental basis for inclusive 
development.
KOICA is also implement-
ing the project with MoCC 
for Enhancing Water Qual-
ity Monitoring System to 

Achieve SDG 6in Pakistan 
for USD 7.4 Million which 
is currently under imple-
mentation. The major 
stakeholders of the pro-
ject are MoCC (Ministry 
of Climate Change), PHED 
(Public Health Engineer-
ing Department), Punjab 
& KPK, PCRWR (Pakistan 
Council of Research in Wa-
ter Resources).
Capt. (retd.) Sikander Qa-
yyum, Secretary MoCC has 
thanked the South Korean 
Government for its contin-
ued support towards the 
government of Pakistan’s 
efforts in overcoming COV-
ID-19. Mr. Seokwoong 
Yang (Country Director 
KOICA) Mr. Irfan Tariq 
(DG Environment),Dr. Sai-
ma Shafique(WASH Cell 
Coordinator), and Mr. Lee 
heungsu(Deputy Country 
Director KOICA) attended 
the ceremony.

ISLAMABAD: Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan, Nong Rong calls 
on Federal Minister Syed Ali Haider Zaidi. – DNA

Nong Rong, Zaidi 
discuss CPEC 

energy projects
Saifullah

ISLAMABAD: Chinese Ambassador to Pakistan, Nong Rong 
and Federal Minister Syed Ali Haider Zaidi on Friday dis-
cussed the CPEC energy projects and Gwadar development 
in a meeting held at Maritime Ministry.  In meeting, they 
discussed matters of mutual interests of Pakistan and China 
with the Ambassador Nong Rong. The projects including 
Karachi Comprehensive Coastal Development Zone (KC-
CDZ), Solar Panel Installation at Gwadar, the completion 
of EastBay Expressway and functioning of Pak-China Tech-
nical and Vocational Institute at Gwadar were under discus-
sion. Both Minister and Ambassador agreed upon expedit-
ing the work on these projects to get the maximum benefits 
for both the countries, said a press release here. 
Minister underscored that people of Gwadar would get im-
mense benefits from these projects including huge employ-
ment opportunities, quality roads, housing, healthcare as 
well as educational facilities.  Ambassador Nong Rong also 
emphasized the importance of these projects for the Gwa-
dar by giving example of a Chinese fishing village turning to 
Mega City with the population of 20 million.  He further high-
lighted the opportunities that would be given to local popu-
lation for the development of the city to become a Maritime 
city.  Minister Zaidi also discussed the importance of CPEC 
in the region, connecting the Central Asian Republics to the 
ports of Pakistan, by giving them access to huge markets. He 
believe that Pakistan is on the road to become a Maritime 
Power and the partnership with China plays a pivotal role 
in achieving this goal. "For me, it's one country, China and 
Pakistan" stated by Minister while stressing upon the broth-
erly relationship between two countries.  Ambassador invited 
the Minister in the Embassy of China to further discuss the 
development and completion of these projects. –Agencies

Weekly 
inflation 

increases by 
0.55 percent
ISLAMABAD: The prices 
of various food items went 
down during the week end-
ing on December 16 as com-
pared to the previous week, 
according to the Sensitive 
Price Indicator (SPI) data re-
leased by Pakistan Bureau of 
Statistics (PBS) here Friday.
According to the data, the 
food commodities that wit-
nessed decrease in prices 
on Week-on-Week (WoW) 
basis included potatoes 
and tomatoes, the prices 
of which declined by 15.52 
percent and 12.65 percent 
respectively. The other food 
products that witnessed 
decrease in prices includ-
ed chicken (5.94%), onions 
(3.94%), eggs (1.69%), gur 
(1.34%), sugar (1.29%), 
chilies powdered (0.57%), 
beef (0.54%), pulse Moong 
(0.37%), rice Basmati bro-
ken (0.20%), mutton (0.15%) 
and wheat flour (0.04%).
Among non-food items, the 
prices of diesel and petrol 
went down by 3.48% and 
3.40% respectively, the data 
revealed. The SPI for the week 
under review in the above 
mentioned group was record-
ed at 168.16 points against 
167.24 points registered in the 
previous week. – DNA

Islamabad gives spectacular 
look as delegates arrive 

ISLAMABAD: Adorned 
with colorful lights, coun-
tries’ flags, welcoming ban-
ners lining the avenues, the 
federal capital is giving a 
spectacular look ahead of 
the extraordinary meeting 
of the OIC foreign ministers 
for which the delegates al-
ready started arriving.
The 17th Extraordinary 
Meeting of the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) Council of Foreign 
Ministers is scheduled to 
take place on Sunday to dis-
cuss the humanitarian situa-
tion in Afghanistan. 
The city administration is 
on the toes to give the city 

a colorful look to welcome 
the foreign dignitaries as 
roads and avenues had been 
re-furnitured, medians re-
painted, and trees illuminat-
ed with LED lights.
A number of OIC delegates 
have already landed here to 
a red-carpet welcome.
Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi said that 
at least 90 foreign delegates 
had arrived here to deliber-
ate and find a way out of the 
humanitarian crisis in Af-
ghanistan. He was speaking 
to the media at the airport 
where he also reviewed ar-
rangements for visiting 
dignitaries and asked the 

officials to facilitate the dis-
tinguished guests.
The security has been beefed 
up in the federal capital. In or-
der to save the residents from 
traffic congestion and ensure 
a safe movement of motor-
cades, the federal government 
has announced for Saturday 
and Monday (December 18 
and 20) as local holiday in 
the city.  Foolproof security 
arrangements had been made 
to ensure smooth conduct of 
the moot, being attended by 
the delegates and foreign min-
isters from 57 countries, said 
Minister for Interior Sheikh 
Rashid Ahmed on Friday 
while talking to the media.
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ISLAMABAD: The growing leopards family 
in Margalla Hills terrain, reportedly eight 
now, is vulnerable to extinction not by 
poachers’ guns or natural causes but delib-
erate poisoning. 
The carnivore leopard family for its rising 
food requirements is forced to prey-on near-
by localities’ domesticated animals, exploit-
ing them to a constant threat of deliberate 
poisoning, a commonly believed tactic by lo-
cals in past to protect their livestock. They 
had reportedly been throwing poison laced 
meat loaves in the forest to get rid of these 
large cats. 
“It’s an established fact that in past poi-
son as a deceptive weapon had been used 
against these predators and threat is immi-
nent until relevant authorities don’t come 
up with a plan to offer compensation to 
those whose animals are hunted by leop-
ards, said Quddus Abbasi a resident of Shah-
dara village. 
Leopard’s family in their killing spree had 
killed over a dozen of domesticated animals 
of different residents of nearby localities sit-
uated close to the hills’ forest terrain. 
The residents, sharing their ordeals with 

this scribe and asking to establish a com-
pensation fund, said that a number of their 
goats and half a dozen cows and calves in 
recent past have been hunted by wild cats, 
inflicting huge financial loss to them. 
“My cow was killed in a radius of just 200 
meters from the house suspected by a leop-
ard as the villagers have seen it moving with 
a pair of cubs nearby our habitations,” said 
Zakir Hussain a local.
The mosque’s cleric of the same locality, 
Abdul Rashid, said his only buffalo was 

hunted by leopards which was his family’s 
bread and butter and “I cannot afford to 
buy another as an average one costs Rs 0. 
2 million”. 
According to information received through 
RTI, Islamabad Wildlife Management Board 
(IWMB) had found a body of a leopard in 
early 2018 which was in deteriorating con-
dition. However, the source of suspected 
death could not be determined yet and its 
samples are still laying at their lab. 
“After that, we had increased our surveil-

lance for the areas and started awareness 
campaign regarding the importance of wild-
life for the ecosystem”, said Manager Oper-
ations IWMB Sakhawat Ali. 
He said that board, during the awareness 
campaign, engaged local community asking 
their help for the safety of these endan-
gered species. 
When contacted for IWMB’s point of 
views regarding the compensation of the 
local’s loses occurred due to hunting of 
their livestock, manager operations said 
that they had no such mechanism to com-
pensate the loses. 
He said reciprocally there was no provision 
in law to fine those who kill them. “When 
we learn about such incident, we opt to go 
for First Investigation Report (FIR) in local 
Police stations against the accused. 
Sakhawat Ali said that  “they engage local 
community in discussions and volunteer 
campaigns and officials persuade them in 
regular meetings, held after every Jumma 
prayers, that these forests are natural hab-
itat of these animals and we humans have 
to live with them and protect our flora and 
fauna for the future generations”. – APP

Capital’s leopard family vulnerable to extinction
Leopard’s family in their killing spree had killed over a dozen of domesticated animals 

of different residents of nearby localities situated close to the hills’ forest terrain

Briefs
Three new 
IHC judges 
take oath

ISLAMABAD: The three 
new additional judges of Is-
lamabad High Court (IHC) 
on Friday took oath of their 
offices and formally started 
performing duties. 
IHC’s Chief Justice Athar 
Minallah administered the 
oath from new judges in-
cluding Barrister Sardar 
Ejaz Ishaq Khan, Arbab 
Muhammad Tahir and Ms. 
Saman Rafat Imtiaz during a 
ceremony organized inside 
the premises of IHC.
The event was attended by 
a large number of lawyers, 
judges and other personal-
ities. After the oath taking 
ceremony, the new judges 
started performing their du-
ties in their courts. 
Justice Sardar Ejaz Ishaq 
Khan and Justice Arbab Mu-
hammad Tahir heard two 
cases each while Justice Sa-
man Rafat Imtiaz took three 
cases for hearing this day.
The number of judges had 
reached to nine in IHC after 
addition of three news judg-
es. – APP
 

4 more tested 
positive of 

deadly corona 
in RWP

RAWALPINDI: Four more pa-
tients were tested positive for 
the fatal coronavirus during 
the last 24 hours in the dis-
trict, with two belonging to te-
hsil Taxila, while one of each 
case has arrived from Poto-
har town and Rawal town.
 According to the new data 
issued by the District Coro-
na Management centre on 
Friday,20 Coronavirus con-
firmed patients were admit-
ted to three city facilities, 
including 12 in the Institute 
of Urology and four in Fau-
ji Foundation and Benazir 
Bhutto Hospital. The report 
updated that two patients 
were on ventilators in criti-
cal condition, two stable and 
11 on oxygen support.
 The report added that dur-
ing the last 24 hours, 1,334 
samples were collected, 
out of which 1,330 were de-
clared negative, while the 
positivity rate was recorded 
at 0.31 per cent. As many 
as 4,072,298 people, includ-
ing 44,469 health workers, 
had so far been vaccinated 
against the fatal disease out 
of the total eligible popula-
tion of 4,225,634 in the dis-
trict, it informed. – APP

Railway earns
Rs200.33 bln 
in four years

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Railways (PR) has earned 
around Rs 200.33 billion dur-
ing the last four years and 
also significantly decreased 
its working expenses to 
transform the organisation 
into a profitable entity. “PR 
has earned Rs49.576 bln 
in 2017-18, Rs54.514 bln in 
2018-19, Rs47.588 billion in 
2019-2020 and Rs48.652 bln 
in 2020-21,” an official in the 
Ministry of Railway told APP.
The official said that before 
COVID-19 around 71 pairs 
of passenger trains were 
running over the entire net-
work of PR, however due to 
the pandemic the train op-
eration was suspended on 
March 2020. He said, there-
after, PR was restoring train 
operations in phases and up 
till now as many as 45 pairs 
of trains had been restored 
over the entire network. 
The official said the Babu 
train was also suspended 
due to COVID-19 and the 
train would be restored in 
near future depending on 
the resources. However, 
the rail cars/trains between 
Lahore and Rawalpindi had 
been restored.
To facilitate the people of 
Gujranwala, he said that 
Khyber Mail, Tezgam Ex-
press, Awam Express, Jaffar 
Express, Subak Raftar and 
Subauk Kharam were ob-
serving stoppages at main 
Gujranwala station.
To a question, he said the 
punctuality ratio of PR pas-
senger trains have improved 
by 74 percent in year 2020-
2021 due to untiring efforts 
of the management. 
“With the punctuality of 
trains and concrete meas-
ures taken by the govern-
ment, over 20 million pas-
sengers have been added in 
the system, which is an am-
ple proof of department’s 
achievement,” he added.
The punctuality of passen-
ger trains was 71 percent 
in 2017-18, 70 percent in 
2018-19 and only 40 percent 
in tenures of the previous 
governments which was 
now improving day-by-day, 
he said. – APP

Time for the world to stand up 
for Afghans and be counted
The Director of the Pak-Afghan Cooperation Forum Brig (Retd) Ishaq Ahmed 
shared that 600,000-800,000 Afghans were internally displaced in the country, 

80 per cent of which were women
Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: “Now is the time for 
the world to walk the talk, stand 
up for the people of Afghanistan, 
and be counted,” said the Minister 
of State for Parliamentary Affairs 
Mr Ali Muhammad Khan. He gave 
the remarks while delivering his 
keynote address at a panel discus-
sion on the humanitarian crisis in 
Afghanistan and international re-
sponsibility organized by the Insti-
tute of Regional Studies (IRS) here 
on Friday.
Mr Ali Muhammad Khan urged 
the Muslim countries of the 
world—gathering for the 17th Ex-
traordinary Session of the Council 
of Foreign Ministers of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Cooperation 
(OIC) in Islamabad on December 
19—to agree on a way forward for 
assisting the people of Afghani-
stan in this time of need.
The Director of the Pak-Afghan 
Cooperation Forum Brig (Retd) 
Ishaq Ahmed shared that 600,000-
800,000 Afghans were internally 
displaced in the country, 80 per 
cent of which were women. He 
added that 14 million Afghans 
were going hungry and one-third 
of its population was facing food 
insecurity. Brig (Retd) Ahmed 
also alluded towards the health 
and banking sector deficiencies 
of the country. He urged the in-
ternational community to assist 
the Afghans in helping themselves 
by providing them with food and 
medicines in the short-run but 

capacity building in and lifting of 
restrictions related to internation-
al financial transactions for long-
term impact.
The Director General of the South 
Asian Strategic Stability Institute 
(SASSI) University Dr Maria Sul-
tan warned that if Afghanistan 
would fail as a state in the given 
circumstances, the international 
community would be blamed for 
it. She added that a state failure 
in Afghanistan would not be be-
cause of a civil war or because the 
Afghans did not want to work for 
their economic prosperity but be-
cause the international communi-

ty failed them by refusing to assist 
them in helping themselves.
Former diplomat Ambassador Asif 
Durrani termed the upcoming 
OIC Council of Foreign Ministers’ 
summit as an opportunity for the 
Afghans to present their case in 
front of the other Muslim coun-
tries of the world. 
He added that although the Talib-
an would not be occupying the seat 
of Afghanistan at the session, they 
will still have the opportunity not 
only to engage with the member 
countries of the OIC but also with 
the representatives of the five per-
manent member countries of the 

United Nations Security Council 
as well as the representatives of 
the EU who were also invited to 
the summit.
Director of Economic Affairs 
and National Development at the 
Centre for Aerospace and Secu-
rity Studies Dr Usman Chohan 
stated that internal economy of 
Afghanistan was never strength-
ened during the 20-year-long 
presence of US and NATO forc-
es in Afghanistan. He added that 
75 per cent of the economy was 
dependent on foreign assistance 
even at that time, which result-
ed in an economic gridlock upon 

their withdrawal. 
The little economic activity that 
could be generated, according 
to him, was held hostage to lack 
of faith in the present and future 
of the current dispensation in 
Afghanistan.
President IRS Ambassador Na-
deem Riyaz thanked all the worthy 
panellists for their valuable contri-
butions and expressed his hope 
that the upcoming OIC Council of 
Foreign Ministers summit would 
result in something concrete for 
averting the existing humanitari-
an crisis and the future economic 
recovery of Afghanistan.

IGP suspends 
SHO on 
citizen’s 

complaint

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Inspector 
General of Police (IGP) Is-
lamabad Muhammad Ahsan 
Younus conducted  ‘open 
kutchery’ on Friday to listen 
public issues and suspend-
ed Station House Officer 
(SHO) Noon police station 
over dereliction of duties.
In an an `Open Court’ espe-
cially held  to listen issues 
of policemen and citizens, 
the IGP directed to resolve 
their issues. 
The complaints of citizens 
were related to delay in reg-
istration of FIRs, change in 
investigation, monetary dis-
putes, dacoity, theft, kidnap-
ping and others. The IGP 
marked the applications to 
the police officials and gave 
them time frame to resolve 
the issues of citizens. 
Islamabad police chief said 
that it is our prime respon-
sibility to provide protection 
to the lives and property of 
the citizens and resolve 
their problems on priority. 
He said that citizens at ̀ Open 
Court’ should be behaved in a 
respectful manner and their 
trust on police department 
to be won through resolving 
their issues.  He said that 
interaction with people also 
ensures accountability of the 
policemen and they should 
address public complaints on 
merit by considering them 
their own issues. 	
The IGP suspended SHO 
Noon police station for lodg-
ing report of lost items as 
the citizen actually reported 
about snatching items.

Rupee sheds 
05 paisas 

against dollar
ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stani rupee weakened by 
05 paisas, against the US 
dollar in the inter-bank trad-
ing on Friday and closed at 
Rs178.03 as compared to 
the previous day’s closing of 
Rs177.98.
According to the Forex As-
sociation of Pakistan (FAP), 
the buying and selling rates 
of dollars in the open market 
were recorded at Rs180.5 
and Rs181.8 respectively.
Similarly, the price of the 
Euro was appreciated by 
33 paisas and closed at 
Rs201.52 against the last 
day’s trading of Rs201.19, 
the State Bank of Pakistan 
reported.
The Japanese Yen gained 
one paisa to close at Rs1.56, 
whereas an increase of 
Rs0.91 was witnessed in the 
exchange rate of the British 
Pound, which was traded at 
Rs236.96 as compared to its 
last closing of Rs236.05.
The exchange rates of Emir-
ates Dirham increased by 02 
paisas to close at Rs48.47 
and Saudi Riyal increased 
by 01 paisas to close at 
Rs47.44.– APP

Tourism 
witnesses 
boost amid 
rising local 

tourists
ISLAMABAD: Secretary 
Tourism, Gilgit-Baltistan, 
Raja Rasheed Ali on Friday 
said domestic tourism was 
increasing in the country 
as millions of local visitors 
were visiting scenic north-
ern areas. 
He made these remarks 
while taking part in panel 
discussion here at an event 
organized by World Wild-
life Fund (WWF)- Pakistan, 
aiming to highlight the bio-
diversity of the Hindu-Kush, 
Karakoram and Himalayan 
region and the impacts of 
climate change and anthro-
pogenic activities.
He said Gilgit-Baltistan 
government was focusing 
on improving the liveli-
hoods of the people, mak-
ing the land cultivable and 
were using technology to 
streamline tourism by di-
viding and diversifying the 
concentration of tourists 
in certain areas.
He said more than 1.5 mil-
lion domestic tourists had 
visited Gilgit-Baltistan dur-
ing the summer season, 
which was 30 percent high-
er than the previous year’s 
figures. 
Rasheed Ali expressed the 
hope that more tourists 
would visit till the end of 
this year to northern areas. 
The experts stressed on 
public engagement in devel-
oping policies around sus-
tainable tourism, enhancing 
the capacity of local commu-
nities, sustainable mountain 
architecture, and the need 
for trans-boundary collabo-
ration for sustainable tour-
ism. – APP
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RCCI expresses concern over 
proposed ‘360bn mini-budget’

Shujaat Hamza

RAWALPINDI: The Rawal-
pindi Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (RCCI) 
has expressed deep con-
cerns over the govern-
ment’s proposed money bill 
to abolish income tax ex-
emptions and impose new 
taxes, terming it a ‘mini 
budget’.
RCCI President Nadeem 
Rauf in a statement said that 
the government, in order 
to meet the conditions of 
the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), is preparing a 
RS 360 billion mini-budget 
by imposing 17% sales tax 

on about 140 
essential con-
sumable and 
i n d u s t r i a l 
goods, in addi-
tion to increas-
ing the income 
tax rates on 
phone calls by 
50%.
Terming it a 
negative move, he said the 
mini-budget would further 
increase the cost of doing 
business, give rise to infla-
tion for the common man, 
badly affect the business 
growth and damage the 
confidence of potential in-
vestors. 
The prices of goods, includ-

ing milk, ce-
reals, bakery 
items, meat, 
chicken, gold, 
bicycles, cars 
including elec-
tric cars, mo-
bile phones 
will rise, un-
leashing an-
other wave of 

inflation in the country, he 
added.
He said that the major 
chunk of the revenue, 
around Rs300 billion will be 
generated by slapping 17% 
tax at the import stage on 
nearly 80 items. 
The majority of these items 
are essential goods and do 

not fall in the category of 
luxury goods.
He further added that it is 
very unfortunate that the 
Government is imposing 
17% GST on raw materials 
of the medicines, this will 
add more misery and might 
create hue and cry in the 
society.
Nadeem Rauf said that 
a 17% sales tax is being 
imposed on the import of 
machinery for renewable 
energy including solar, 
wind and nuclear power 
generation. This is contra-
dicting the Government’s 
policy on renewable ener-
gy as well as contrary to 
the global direction.

Major chunk of the revenue, around Rs300 billion 
will be generated by slapping 17% tax at the import 

stage on nearly 80 items

ISLAMABAD: Buyer watching the old vender garnishing the kabli pulao at Sitara Market. – APP

ECC approves 8% 
Ehsaas Commission 
for Kiryana retailers

Shaheen Hanif

ISLAMABAD: Today, ECC approved 8% Ehsaas Rashan 
commission for Kiryana retailers. “Part of the Ehsaas 
Rashan Riayat design, the 8% special commission for 
Kiryana retailers is absolutely in accordance with the 
global best practices”, said Senator Dr. Sania Nishtar, 
SAPM. Adding further, she commented, “This special-
ized incentive will also encourage the Kiryana retailers to 
help the government disburse subsidy in Rashan Riayat 
programme.” Empowering Kiryana retailers, the Ehsaas 
Rashan commission will also enable them to shift from 
cash-based transactions to electronic dealings, open their 
bank accounts, install small internet enabled devices and 
compensate for additional time spent on processing.
According to an official statement, Karyana retailers will 
also benefit from lucky draws every quarter winning— 
cars, motorcycles, mobile phones and various other prizes 
and this will be linked to their performance as well. Na-
tional Bank of Pakistan (NBP) is the executing partner 
of the government for Ehsaas Rashan Riayat programme.
Currently, the Ehsaas Rashan portal (https://ehsaas-
rashan.pass.gov.pk/) is open to register Kiryana retailers 
of all scales countrywide. It is mandatory for the Karyana 
retailers to have a bank account. 

COMSTECH starts 
fellowships for 

refugee scientists
ISLAMABAD: TWAS-COMSTECH Science in Exile PhD 
and Postdoc fellowship programme for displaced and ref-
ugee scientists has been launched. UNESCO and TWAS 
have partnered with COMSTECH in the UNESCO-TWAS–
COMSTECH Science in Exile Fellowship Programme for 
displaced and refugee scholars and scientists. The pro-
gramme aims to provide an opportunity — to displaced and 
refugee scholars and scientists who have not yet found a 
safe and long-term host country — to pursue doctoral and 
post-doctoral studies in Pakistan, at institutions which are 
members of the COMSTECH Consortium of Excellence 
(CCoE), starting in 2022.
Nationals of Yemen, Syria and Afghanistan are eligible to 
avail this opportunity. The study fields for PhD fellowships 
are agricultural sciences, structural, cell and molecular biol-
ogy, biological systems and organisms, medical and health 
sciences, neurosciences, chemical sciences, engineering 
sciences, computing and IT, astronomy, space and earth 
sciences, mathematical sciences, and physics. Women are 
encouraged to avail this opportunity. – DNA



E ARLIER this month, the Organi-
zation of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) and its allies, 

a grouping known as OPEC+, announced 
their decision to stick with their planned 
output increase of 400,000 barrels a day in 
January. The grouping’s decision came at a 
time of heightened concern for producers 
and consumers and shone a spotlight on 
the new realities and changing dynamics of 
global hydrocarbon markets.
On December 2, OPEC+ countries came 
together at a virtual meeting to decide 
between two scenarios: continuing to in-
crease their production volume or tem-
porarily freezing it. On the surface, there 
were many strong motivations for them 
to opt for the latter option: the expected 
oversupply in the first half of 2022; the 
fear that a new strain of coronavirus could 
further reduce the rate of oil consumption; 
and the decision by the United States and a 
number of other countries, including India, 
China, Japan and South Korea, to release 
large volumes of oil from their strategic 
reserves to the market to reduce prices. 
However, despite hearing strong argu-
ments for a freeze, the cartel decided to 
hold the line on its current output plan.
There were multiple reasons behind the 
cartel’s decision: First, the current eco-
nomic development strategies of the key 
OPEC+ players (and, especially Gulf mon-
archies) make freezing (or reducing) pro-
duction quotas an undesirable scenario. In 
the long run, global oil demand is expected 
to decline, seriously reducing the incomes 
of oil exporters and turning some of their 
oil fields into stranded assets. To avoid this, 
producers are working to diversify their 
economies and to make renewable energy 
a viable part of their economic structures. 
For now, the only viable source of funding 
OPEC+ countries have for their diversifica-
tion efforts is their oil resources, and they 
are under increasing pressure to turn these 
resources into cash before the predicted de-
cline in demand and fall in prices devalue 
them. This means, for OPEC+ countries, 
the self-imposed output limitations can be 
nothing more than temporary measures to 
stabilise the oil market and delay the fall 
in prices – in the long run, it will always 
be more beneficial for oil producers to in-
crease production volumes.

Second, the volume of the predicted mar-
ket oversupply in 2022 remains unclear. 
Indeed, there is no unanimity among ex-
perts on the longer-term prospects of the 
oil market. While many expect the market 
to be significantly oversupplied, encour-
aging greater competition between the 
players, others warn that continued under-
investment in the oil sector can result in 
producers significantly failing to meet the 
demand. This means OPEC+ members are 
somewhat blindly walking through a mine-
field, and trying to avoid making wrong 
choices which could result in significant 
loss of income and halt their efforts to ad-
just their economies to new post-hydrocar-
bon realities. Thus, they are reluctant to 
reduce production volumes, but they are 
also not willing to increase them beyond 
the already established quotas, so as not to 
bring down oil prices, especially since any 
period of shortage can easily be followed 
by a period of overproduction.
Third, OPEC+ members know that even if 
they commit to holding the line on their 
current output plan, they may still fail to 
reach their production quotas. By Novem-
ber 2021, the difference between the nom-
inal production quota and real production 
in OPEC countries was -390,000 barrels 
per day. Moreover, under the pretext of 
respecting each other’s production quotas 
and interests, they refuse to make up for the 
volumes under-produced by other member 
states. This has its own logic: under-produc-
tion supports higher prices which is espe-
cially important on the eve of the expected 
glut of the market in 2022. It also allows 
producers to limit their cartel’s production 
volumes without aggravating consumers.
Another important reason behind the de-
cision by OPEC+ to not freeze production 
quotas was its fear of angering the main 
oil-importing countries. These days, oil con-
sumers are gradually increasing their influ-
ence over the market. With the progress of 
energy transition and the expected return 
of frequent market oversupply, it is increas-
ingly demand, not supply, that is determin-
ing the dynamics of oil and gas prices.
An excess of oil on the market is already 
expected in 2022 and according to some es-
timates, by 2030, there may be up to 10 mil-
lion excess barrels per day on the market. 
Attempts by producers to exert pressure on 
price changes by regulating production vol-
umes are thus increasingly being met with 
sharp reactions from consumers. But at 
the same time, expectations of oversupply 
and high levels of uncertainty in the market 
are providing producers with certain levers 
of influence. This change in the power dy-
namic between producers and consumers 
already had a significant consequence. On 
November 23, US President Joe Biden or-
dered 50 million barrels of oil to be released 
from the US strategic reserve to help bring 
down energy costs. This move was impor-
tant for multiple reasons.
First of all, with this move, the US openly 
reclassified itself as not a producer, but a 
consumer of oil – and it made clear that it is 
not happy with high prices and limited sup-
ply. Of course, the US government has long 
been influential in determining what hap-
pens on the oil market. Since the mid-2010s 
(if not earlier), however, it was perceived to 
a greater extent as a producer, not a consum-
er. Indeed, even when Biden’s predecessor, 
former President Donald Trump, expressed 
dissatisfaction with moves by OPEC+ to 
tighten production quotas or criticised the 
cartel’s short-lived price war of 2020, the 
OPEC+ countries continued to perceive the 
US primarily as an oil producer.
The US started to act more like a consum-
er than a producer for the first time ear-
lier this year, when despite the increase 
in prices, its domestic shale producers 
abandoned their policy of pumping out as 
much oil as possible in favour of a more re-
strained approach to production growth. 
The current administration tried its best 
to encourage greater growth in domestic 
shale oil production but failed to change 
the minds of producers. By deciding to 
release significant reserves to decrease 
prices, the Biden administration showed 
in clear terms that it is supporting the 
domestic industry’s new stance and that 
it is now ready to act as a defender of con-
sumer interests.

– Courtesy: Al Jazeera
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Supply problems Addressing malnutrition

A S expected, the government’s rationalisation of 
gas consumption started causing problems im-
mediately after temperatures started dropping 

in the country over the past week. The textile industry 
in Punjab came to a near standstill as the government 
started its loadshedding and cut off gas on the sched-
uled date of December 15. Added to this was also a 
breakdown in the supply of electricity, which essen-
tially brought the whole sector to a standstill.
The original plan was to divide the consumer base into 
industry and households, where the former would receive 
gas from LNG supplies exclusively and the latter’s demand 
would be from domestic supply lines. But as it stands, 
there have been cuts on supply to domestic consumers 
and no gas at all for the textile industry. This happened 
even though there was an agreement that gas would be 
provided to industries in Punjab at the higher rate of $9 
MMBTU, from the original $6.5 price.
With 70 percent of our textile producers in Punjab, Pa-
kistan could stand to lose around $30 billion in export 
revenue if the orders of textiles remain unfulfilled. Not 
only that, but long-term consequences will also be in-
creased unemployment, alongside losing vendors that 
will now take their business elsewhere.
We can scarcely afford losing out on exports at a time 
when correcting the balance has been one of our urgent 
priorities. It is important for the government to adhere 
to its promise to industries; producers are willing to 
pay the premium price, the question of supply however, 
is still firmly in the government’s hands. The onset of 
higher domestic demand with the arrival of winter is 
not a surprise, and we were led to believe that a plan to 
counter this was in place. It is now time for the govern-
ment to show why the strategy was brought into play.

I N a workshop titled “Addressing Zinc Deficiency 
through Biofortification of Zinc Wheat”, held by the 
Ministry for National Food Security and Research 

Syed, Minister Fakhar Imam highlighted a harrowing sta-
tistic. Every year, more than 177,000 Pakistani children die 
before their fifth birthday due to malnutrition.
This coming winter, there has been a lot of concern ex-
pressed at the state of malnutrition in Afghanistan, and the 
devastation that could happen if US sanctions continue. Yet 
Pakistan, and indeed most of South Asia, needs to take a 
look inside its own regions as well, as according to the Food 
and Agricultural Organisation’s overview of Food Security 
and Nutrition after Covid-19, after Afghanistan, Pakistan, 
India, Bangladesh and Nepal are among the countries with 
very high levels of malnutrition in the world.
Malnutrition, especially of children, is a deep-seated prob-
lem, which stems from and seeps into a host of other is-
sues. It is vastly affected by poverty; since the pandemic 
caused an additional 140 million people to drop into ex-
treme poverty, as estimated by the International Food Pol-
icy Research Institute (IFPRI), it was inevitable that Paki-
stan would see a rise in malnutrition as well. Malnutrition 
causes severe health problems, including stunting (low 
height-for-age) and anaemia. It impacts school attendance 
and dropout rates as well. It also results in a devastating 
cycle with a poor economy; poor economic conditions can 
lead to malnutrition, which impacts the productivity and 
learning ability of the population, which thus further dam-
ages the economy, and as a consequence, inflation.
The right to food security and a basic standard of living is 
the fundamental right of every citizen, regardless of their 
position on the poverty line. In October, parliamentarians 
pledged their support for the enactment of mandatory food 
fortification legislation to address the alarming levels of mi-
cronutrient malnutrition. This campaign for food security 
must be expanded on an urgent basis.

Russia-China alliance poses a 
defining challenge for the West

Can Europe develop soft power 
with global geopolitical clout?

Omicron threatens a 
dire winter for us all

Andrew Hammond

By Jon Van Housen  
and Mariella Radaelli

Nikolay Kozhanov
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R USSIAN President Vladimir Putin had 
been isolated on Ukraine in a series of 
major summits throughout December, 

but that changed significantly on Wednesday 
when his Chinese counterpart Xi Jinping 
offered his strong support, strengthening 
an emerging Moscow-Beijing axis. The Chi-
nese premier’s alliance with Putin — one of 
the key factors emboldening Russian foreign 
policy in recent years — has significant impli-
cations not only for geopolitics but also the 
global economy. With both men potentially 
in power until well into the 2030s, they may 
well be seen by future historians as the two 
dominant figures in international relations 
in the first three to four decades of the 21st 

century.    The warmth of bilateral ties is very 
much driven by the apparent personal cama-
raderie between the two. Putin, who refused 
to travel to the G20 or COP26 summits in 
recent weeks, on Wednesday highlighted his 
delight at plans to attend the Beijing Winter 
Olympics next February when much of the 
West will stage a diplomatic boycott to pro-
test China’s human rights record. Xi clearly 
welcomes Putin’s support, saying that “both 
sides should strengthen coordination and 
cooperation on international affairs to make 
louder voices on global governance.”
On Ukraine, Xi left no doubt where he 
stands, saying that he “understands Russia’s 
concerns to work out security guarantees,” 
given NATO’s perceived encroachment on 
Moscow’s former territories. He added that 
“both China and Russia need to carry out 
more joint actions to more effectively safe-
guard our security and interests” against 
the Western powers, and expressed his ap-
preciation that Putin “strongly supported 
Beijing’s efforts to protect key national in-
terests and firmly opposed attempts to drive 
a wedge between our countries.”
The standoff on the Ukraine border may die 
down again in 2022, as happened in spring 
when Russian troops last mobilized there 
in their tens of thousands, but that is by no 
means guaranteed. Putin’s mission since as-
suming power almost a quarter of a century 
ago has been to restore Russia’s geopolitical 
prominence through international gambits 
such as the annexation of Crimea and the in-
tervention in Syria.  Putin is also targeting Af-
rica, seeking to restore Moscow’s influence 
in the region that faded after the collapse of 
the Soviet Union. He is keen to entrench Rus-
sia’s economic and political foothold in the 
continent, with bilateral trade having risen 
significantly in the past decade.
While Putin’s foreign policy escapades have 
— so far at least — generally played well do-
mestically, they have resulted in much frosti-
er relations with the West. A key question in 
coming years is how the relationship, specif-
ically with the US, will fare under President 

Joe Biden, who will remain in office until at 
least early 2025, but may not choose to seek 
re-election when he is his 80s.
As last week’s Biden-Putin summit high-
lighted, the most likely outcome is contin-
uing frosty ties. Putin, at 69, may already 
be thinking ahead to the next US president, 
hoping for another maverick figure more 
congenial to his interests, potentially even 
Donald Trump again. The Russian leader 
knows that he could yet see out several 
more US leaders if he wins two more terms 
of office by which time he would surpass 
even Joseph Stalin’s time in power.  
Yet, while Putin appears to be firmly en-
trenched, if not impregnable, numerous 
challenges remain. The pandemic, for one, 
has posed a major problem, particularly af-
ter a wave of infections in recent weeks.
This underlines that Putin is far from certain 
to serve till 2036, especially if his political 
luck finally goes south, fueled by potential 
foreign policy misadventure or domestic eco-
nomic travails. To keep his hold in power, it 
seems likely that Putin will continue to rely 
on the playbook that has served him well so 
far — namely, forging a sense of post-Cold 
War patriotism of which the current build-up 
in Ukraine may be only the latest example.  
This could have profound implications, espe-
cially given his growing closeness to Xi, who is 
another potential “president for life.” The close-
ness of their relationship is one key reason the 
frost appears unlikely to thaw in Russia’s rela-
tions with the West. In this context, Putin is 
increasingly asserting Russian power in other 
areas of the globe from Asia-Pacific to Africa 
and the Americas, doubling down support for 
longstanding allies who are Western foes, in-
cluding Venezuela, Syria, North Korea and Iran.   
The implications of Putin’s long period in office 
go well beyond the Russian domestic political 
landscape and Ukraine. The key foreign legacy 
of his presidency is likely to be a significantly 
closer relationship with Beijing, which poses a 
much broader, potentially defining, challenge 
for the West in the coming decades.

– Courtesy: Arab News

I T is increasingly clear that force of arms is 
no longer a viable option for nations to settle 
disputes – if in fact it ever was effective in 

modern times. Consider the tragic and counter-
productive consequences of United States mili-
tary interventions in Vietnam, Iraq and Afghan-
istan. With sustainability the watchword today, 
such sacrifice of life and treasure appears to be 
utter folly. Global competition continues, howev-
er, and is still a hard-nosed endeavour, but the 
“grand game” is largely played out today in the 
realm of so-called soft power, which employs eco-
nomic, intellectual and cultural assets as leverage 
to influence events and even entire countries.
The European Union is signalling that it intends 
to be one of the world’s primary geopolitical 
centres of gravity through the use of its power-
house economy, cultural leadership and techni-
cal expertise. Last week it unveiled a programme 

called Global Gateway, a 340-billion euro pro-
gramme clearly developed as an alternative to 
China’s Belt and Road Initiative and more fully 
conceptualised than the nascent Build Back Bet-
ter plan from the United States. Global Gateway 
intends to offer capital and expertise for infra-
structure and other projects in underdeveloped 
foreign countries. The European Commission is 
also proposing new measures that would punish 
those seeking to influence its politics and poli-
cies through economic pressure such as trade 
restrictions, cutting off natural resources or 
employing boycotts of European products. The 
bloc’s executive branch has put forward an “an-
ti-coercion instrument” to battle what it views as 
unfair trade pressure, arguing that new tools are 
necessary because of the “weaponisation of trade 
for geopolitical purposes”.
Long seen as too fragmented and timid in action 
to provide transformative global leadership, has 
Europe now entered a new era?
European Commission President Ursula Von der 
Leyen thinks so. Taking office two years ago with 
the pledge to lead “a geopolitical commission”, 
she says countries around the world have not 
had sufficient options in finding investment for 
big infrastructure projects.  “When it comes to 
investment choices, they are currently relatively 
limited. And the few options that exist too often 
come with a lot of small print, which includes big 
consequences, be it financially, politically, but 
also often socially,” she said in announcing the 
Global Gateway programme last week.
Rather than try to lend and build to unduly 
control other nations or provide large projects 
for only EU firms, von der Leyen said Europe 
wants to “show that a democratic, value-driven 
approach can deliver on the most pressing chal-
lenges”. She highlighted the EU’s priorities of a 
green economy and digital technology.
With existing and some new outreach funds 
marshalled and repackaged under the umbrella 
of Global Gateway, the European Commission, 

the 27 EU member states and the European In-
vestment Bank would provide about 300 billion 
euros in public and private funds by 2027, some 
60 billion a year. Possible soft power projects 
the EU could support include green hydrogen, 
underwater data cables to help close the global 
digital divide and spending in schools.
Feeling abandoned itself by the US under the pre-
vious presidential administration, the EU seems 
determined to not only strike out on its own but 
actually lead. On digital governance and climate 
change, it has already blazed trails well ahead of 
the US. While it seeks to engage and influence 
developing nations, the EU also wants to protect 
itself from coercion in trade or energy supplies. 
Tariffs on steel and aluminum imposed by the 
previous US administration “was one of the big-
gest shocks of the last years that influenced Eu-
ropean thinking”, said Jonathan Hackenbroich of 
the European Council on Foreign Relations, who 
leads a team titled The Task Force for Strength-
ening Europe against Economic Coercion.
Whether such a measure would lessen or 
heighten trade and political tension is un-
clear. It would have to be approved by a ma-
jority of EU member nations and by the Euro-
pean Parliament to become law, but France, 
which will take over the EU presidency in 
January, said in a statement through its 
trade ministry that the proposed anti-coer-
cion measures fill “a critical gap” and would 
be a step toward a “less naive trade policy”.
Sometimes hamstrung by its history and mul-
titude of cultures and agendas, the EU seems 
determined to sweep away some of the bureau-
cracy and verbal bluster to take the leading 
place it deserves as the world’s wealthiest eco-
nomic zone and trader in goods.
It says it can deal a fair hand and give a boost 
to countries in need, but as parliamentarian 
Bütikofer says it will need to “walk the talk” 
and demonstrate those ideals.

Courtesy: Khaleej Times
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Web News

PARIS: England, Italy and 
Germany were placed in 
the same group in the draw 
for the next edition of the 
UEFA Nations League on 
Thursday, a competition in 
which France will defend 
their title. Hungary will 
complete Group A3, the 
pick of the groups for the 
competition which will be 
played between June next 
year and June 2023.
The draw means England will 
renew acquaintances with 
two sides who they faced at 
this year’s European Champi-
onship -- Gareth Southgate’s 
team defeated Germany 2-0 
at Wembley in the last 16 

before losing to Italy on pen-
alties in the final. England 
also played Hungary twice in 
qualifying for the 2022 World 
Cup earlier this year, winning 
4-0 in Budapest and drawing 
1-1 at home.
“It’s a good group, it will 
certainly be fun,” remarked 
Italy coach Roberto Mancini 
in comments to the Italian 
Football Federation website. 
Germany and Italy have met 
at nine major tournaments, 
most recently at Euro 2016 
when the Germans won on 
penalties in the quarter-fi-
nals. Italy, who must come 
through play-offs next March 
to avoid missing a second 
straight World Cup, are also 
due to go to London on June 
1 to face Copa America win-

ners Argentina in a new in-
tercontinental final.
The fixtures are not yet 
known but Hungary are due 
to play their next two home 
UEFA competition games 
behind closed doors as a 
punishment following “dis-
criminatory behaviour” by 

supporters at Euro 2020, 
when incidents of homo-
phobic chanting and racial 
abuse were alleged to have 
occurred during several of 
their group games. France 
won the last edition of the 
Nations League, beating 
Spain 2-1 in the final in Mi-

lan in October. The reign-
ing world champions were 
drawn to face Denmark, Cro-
atia and Austria in Group A1.
Portugal, victorious as 
hosts in the inaugural Na-
tions League finals in 2019, 
will come up against Spain, 
Switzerland and the Czech 
Republic in Group A2. 
Belgium, who are the top-
ranked team in the world, 
will play neighbours the 
Netherlands, Poland and 
Wales in Group A4. The 
Nations League, introduced 
to replace meaningless 
friendly matches with more 
competitive games, splits all 
of Europe’s 55 member na-
tions into four leagues.
Each league contains four 
groups of four teams except 

for the bottom League D, 
which has seven teams in 
total and just two groups.
The tournament will be 
played either side of next 
year’s World Cup, with 
group matches from June 
to September and then 
the four-team finals -- fea-
turing the winners of the 
four groups in League A 
-- in June 2023. This edi-
tion may also offer a path 
to qualification for Euro 
2024, which will be held 
in Germany, although 
that has not yet been con-
firmed by European foot-
ball’s governing body.
The Scots are already due 
to play Ukraine in Glasgow 
in the World Cup qualifying 
play-off semi-finals.

England drawn against Italy, Germany in Nations League
Portugal, victorious as hosts in the inaugural Nations League finals in 2019, will come up against 
Spain, Switzerland and the Czech Republic in Group A2. Belgium, who are the top-ranked team 

in the world, will play neighbours the Netherlands, Poland and Wales in Group A4

Briefs
Recognizing 

Taliban 
govt not 

on agenda
From Page 01

other foreign assistance and 
freezing of Afghan assets 
abroad have exacerbated 
the situation. He says the 
situation describes the clear 
danger of economic col-
lapse.  He says the interna-
tional community should be 
aware that instability in Af-
ghanistan is leading towards 
a regional crisis which 
would also affect the world. 
Officials informed that all 
member countries of the 
Organization of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC) have con-
firmed their participation at 
the foreign ministerial level 
in the upcoming extraordi-
nary session on the current 
Afghan situation. Along with 
foreign ministers’ senior 
diplomats from the perma-
nent members of the UN 
Security Council, including 
the US, will also join the 
crucial meeting of the OIC 
Council of Foreign Minis-
ters on 19th December. 
On the other hand OIC 
secretary General reaches 
Islamabad and reviews the 
preparations of the session 
for which parliament hall 
is designated. Pakistan’s 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
will address the opening 
session of the summit. 

Fawad 
warns of 

refugee crisis
From Page 01

This is the first time that the 
Pakistan official revealed 
the number of new Afghan 
displaced people refuging in 
the neighboring country af-
ter the Kabul takeover. Pa-
kistani authorities suspect-
ed that thousands of people 
may have illegally crossed 
the porous borders into Pa-
kistan, while it is estimated 
that thousands of Afghans 
have also fled to other 
neighboring countries.
Of the 2,640-kilometer 
boundary with Afghanistan, 
Pakistan has fenced nearly 
90% and deployed the army 
and the Frontier Corps, a 
militia under the federal 
interior ministry, to man it.
The United Nations had 
weeks after the Taliban 
takeover warned that up to 
half a million Afghans could 
leave their country before 
the end of the year.
Pakistan initially refused to 
allow new arrivals from the 
war-ravaged country follow-
ing the collapse of Ashraf 
Ghani government in August 
this year and sealed its bor-
der crossings.  Islamabad’s 
initial response to the influx 
of refugees was shaped by its 
worsening economic condi-
tions and security concerns.

US 
recognizes 
Pakistan...

From Page 01
In the report, US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken stat-
ed that Pakistan has made 
some important contribu-
tions to the Afghan peace 
process, such as encour-
aging the Taliban to adopt 
peace and reduce violence 
and making more progress 
toward completing its Fi-
nancial Action Task Force 
(FATF) Action Plan in 2020.
However, the report stated 
that Pakistan did not fulfil 
all of the Action Plan’s ele-
ments and remained on the 
FATF’s “grey list”. Despite 
acknowledging Pakistan’s 
efforts to combat terrorism 
in the region, the report 
claimed that terrorist groups 
continued to conduct attacks 
against Pakistani military 
and civilian targets in 2020.

No 
suspension 
of mobile...

From Page 01
Saturday to Monday, the 
Islamabad deputy commis-
sioner tweeted shortly after 
Rasheed presser.
In a statement to the media, 
the interior minister stat-
ed that the “historic” OIC 
summit on Afghanistan will 
be held in Parliament, and 
informed that security ar-
rangements had been made 
with the assistance of the 
Pakistan Army and other 
security agencies.
However, he said that the 
interior ministry and chief 
commissioner of police 
have decided not to suspend 
mobile services in the city 
during the OIC Conference.

Top TTP 
commander 

escapes 
drone strike

From Page 01
Pakistan into a period of hor-
rific violence after forming 
in 2007. Two TTP sources 
currently in Afghanistan 
told AFP that Maulvi Faqir 
Mohammad was the target 
of what they described as a 
drone strike on a compound 
in Chawgam village, in the 
eastern province of Kunar 
bordering Pakistan. “Maulvi 
Faqir Mohammad was not 
present at the time... two 
fighters of the Tehreek-e-Tal-
iban Pakistan were wound-
ed,” one source said.
The compound was being 
used as a base by TTP fight-
ers from Pakistan crossing 
the porous border with Af-
ghanistan, he said.

US, Taliban 
envoys to 

attend moot
From Page 01

OIC ministerial meeting. This 
was confirmed by the For-
eign Office spokesman while 
detailing the 17th Extraordi-
nary Session of the Council of 
Foreign Ministers of the OIC, 
to be hosted by Pakistan in 
Islamabad. The first Extraor-
dinary Session of the OIC 
Council of Foreign Ministers 
was also held in Islamabad, in 
January 1980, also to consider 
the situation in Afghanistan 
while the last CFM hosted by 
Pakistan was in 2007. The ses-
sion is being convened at the 
initiative of Saudi Arabia.

5000 
personnel 
to stand 
guard...
From Page 01

meeting in Islamabad, the 
federal capital police has 
formulated a comprehen-
sive security plan accord-
ing to which 5,000 security 
personnel including capital 
police will be deployed.
According to sources, the 
personnel of Pak Army, Rang-
ers, Special Branch, Traffic 
Division, Operations Division 
and Security Division will 
perform duties. During the 
conference, the Constitution 
Avenue will be closed for 
traffic and the entry of unau-
thorized persons will be com-
pletely closed in the red zone 
while the security plan will be 
in place for three days.

Russia 
issues list of 
conditions

From Page 01
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Sergei Ryabkov told report-
ers Russia and the West 
needed to start afresh in 
rebuilding relations.
“The line pursued by the 
United States and NATO over 
recent years to aggressively 
escalate the security situa-
tion is absolutely unaccept-
able and extremely danger-
ous,” he said. “Washington 
and its NATO allies should 
immediately stop regular hos-
tile actions against our coun-
try, including unscheduled 
exercises ... and maneuvers 
of military ships and planes, 
and stop the military devel-
opment of Ukrainian territo-
ry.” Ryabkov said Russia was 
willing to start talks as soon 
as Saturday, and proposed 
Geneva as a venue.

Shaukat 
Khanum 

allegations..
From Page 01

defamation suit filed by Im-
ran Khan against former 
defence minister Khawaja 
Asif. Senior PML-N leader 
Khawaja Asif had hurled 
allegations of misappropria-
tion and money-laundering 
in the funds of SKMT during 
a press conference held on 
August 1, 2012, at Punjab 
House and later repeated the 
“fabricated statement” the 
same evening during a pri-
vate television programme.
The affidavit stated that 
PM Imran Khan was the 
“biggest individual donor of 
SKMT from 1991 to 2009” 
and the investments — as 
opposed to the allegations — 
were fully recovered by the 
trust without any loss.
It was stated that “fabricat-
ed and baseless allegations” 
were used to undermine the 
confidence of people in the 
SKMT. PM Imran Khan, in 
his comment during the on-
line-court hearing, said that 
the  Shaukat Khanum Trust 
was the only free of charge 
hospital for the treatment of 
cancer in the world.
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Nasir remains Pakistan’s only 
hope in Asian Squash C’ship

 
Afzal Javed 

ISLAMABAD: Promising Pakistani young-
ster Nasir Iqbal continued his good run in 
the 21st Asian Individual Men’s Squash 
Championship by defeating  sixth seed 
Leung Chi Hin Henry from Hong Kong 
to reach the semi-finals at the Mushaf 
Squash Complex here on Friday.
Nasir now only remains the host na-
tion’s solitary hope for the title after 
TayyabAslam exited from the competi-
tion as he missed the easy opportunity 
against Lau Tsz Kwan from Hong Kong 
to stay in the championship title.
Nasir Iqbal, currently ranked 78 in the 
world, showed his wonderful skills through-
out the match against Chi Henry in a thrill-
ing four-game duel that lasted 45minutes.
Nasir got off to a flying start by winning the 

first two games by 11-4 and 11-9 against 
Henry but Hong Kong bounced back in the 
third game by winning 11-3with eight points 
difference. In the fourth game Nasir didn’t 
allow his opponent to come back again and 
won the match by 11-4, 11-9, 3-11, 11-7. 
In the second quarterfinals TayyabAslam 
missed the easy opportunity after winning 
the first two games against Lau Tsz Kwan 
from Hong Kong by 11-5 and 11-9 and then 
Kwan back for an hour and prevailed 11-5, 
11-3, 13-11 to reaches in the semi final of 
the championship. Men Event: Ng Eain 
Yow (MAS) bt Mohammad Syafiq Bin Mohd 
Kamal (MAS) 11-6, 11-3, 11-5 (36 Min), Lau 
Tsz Kwan (HKG) btTayyabAslam (PAK) 
5-11, 9-11, 11-5, 11-3, 13-11 (70 Min), Yip 
Tsz Fung (HKG) bt Yuen Chee Wern (MAS) 
11-7, 11-4, 11-5 (23 Min) and Nasir Iqbal 
(PAK) bt Leung Chi Hin Henry (HKG) 11-4, 
11-9, 3-11, 11-7 (45 Min).  
Women Event:  Liu Tsz Ling (HKG) bt 
Noor Ainaa (MAS) 11-9, 5-11, 12-10, 11-6 
(35 Min), Tong Tsz Wing (HKG) btAifaBin-
tiAzman (MAS) 11-5, 11-9, 8-11, 4-11, 12-10 
(50 Min),  Ho TzeLok (HKG) bt Chan Yi-
wen (MAS) 11-5, 14-12, 11-9 (36 Min) and 
Rachel Mae Arnold (MAS) bt Chan Sin Yuk 
(HKG) 11-9, 11-7, 11-9 (22 Min).  
The Semi Finals of the championship 
would be played on saturday (today) 
Liu Tsz Ling will play against Tong Tsz 
Wing while Ho TzeLok will play against 
Rachel Mae Arnold in the second semi 
final in women’s category.
In the men’s category Ng Eain Yow will 
play against Lau Tsz Kwan in first semi 
final while Nasir Iqbal will play second 
semi final against Yip Tsz Fung.

Premier League on ‘knife 
edge’ as Covid cases rise

“No, we all want the product to continue, I’m desperate to continue the 
programme myself, but I do think that the welfare of the players has 

to come first and the supporters has to come first
LONDON: The Premier 
League finds itself in a 
precarious situation due to 
COVID-19 outbreaks at sev-
eral clubs and the competi-
tion’s integrity is at stake 
when several players who 
test positive miss games, 
Newcastle United boss Ed-
die Howe said on Friday.
The Premier League has 
postponed five games that 
were scheduled for the 
weekend due to COVID-19 
outbreaks at various clubs. 
Nine games have been post-
poned since last week.
Newcastle host league 
leaders Manchester City 
on Sunday, one of five 
games scheduled to go 
ahead, but the visitors are 

waiting on a PCR result to 
see if manager Pep Guar-
diola has tested positive, 
with the club cancelling 
his news conference. 
“I think it’s probably on 
a knife edge would be my 
verdict on it. I think when 
you start losing players to 
COVID, then the worry for 
me is that the competition 
becomes slightly unfair. I 
don’t think anyone wants 
to see that,” Howe told re-
porters. “That’s the biggest 
thing people want to see - a 
fair league. They don’t want 
to see disparity in games 
and players missing.
“No, we all want the prod-
uct to continue, I’m des-
perate to continue the 

programme myself, but I 
do think that the welfare 
of the players has to come 
first and the supporters 
has to come first.
“I know that the people 
in charge of the Premier 
League will do that. I think 
there’s a lot to consider, 
it’s not an easy decision to 
make. I’m well aware how 
complex everything is.”
The most recent Premier 
League data on vaccina-
tions from October found 
that 81% of players had re-
ceived one dose and 68% 
were double jabbed -- a low 
percentage compared to the 
Italian Serie A where 98% 
of its players have received 
two vaccinations. – APP

Romanian Halep 
wins WTA Shot  
of the Year 2021

Sports Desk

LONDON: Romanian tennis star Simona Halep, cur-
rently 20th in the WTA singles ranking, won the WTA 
Singles Shot of the Year for the second time. A pass-
ing shot at the Transylvania Open tournament in Ro-
mania brought her the award this year.
“Simona Halep’s passing shot at the Transylvania Open 
earned your vote for the 2021 WTA Singles Shot of the 
Year award,” Women Tennis Association announced.
According to sports website Hotnews.ro, the other 
nominees for the 2021 WTA Shot of the Year were Su-
Wei Hsieh, Belinda Bencic, Bianca Andreescu, Marta 
Kostyuk, Garbine Muguruza, Iga Swiatek, Conny Per-
rin, Camila Giorgi, and Magda Linette. Simona Halep 
previously won the WTA Shot of the Year in 2018 with 
a winning shot against Aga Radwanska in Miami.

Arsenal boss demands clarity
LONDON: Arsenal manager Mikel Arteta has called for the Premier League to 
offer more clarity on the games being postponed due to COVID-19, telling re-
porters on Friday that transparency was essential to maintain fairness.
The Premier League has postponed five games that were scheduled for 
the weekend due to COVID-19 outbreaks at various clubs. Arsenal's trip to 
Leeds United on Saturday, however, is set to go ahead.
"Well, health-wise I hope we're doing everything we can to protect every-
body. (But) we need more clarity on why those games are not being played 
and what you need to not have a game played so you can maintain the fair-
ness of the competition," Arteta said. "We always want to play when we have 
the right conditions to do so 100%. But we've been here on the other side 
of the table where we've had all the arguments in the build up to a football 
match and ended up playing it."
The Spaniard added that striker Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang, who was re-
moved as club captain this week following a disciplinary breach, was not 
available for selection against Marcelo Bielsa's side.
The Gabon international also missed the midweek league win against West 
Ham United, a second successive league victory that helped Arsenal move into 
the top four and put them 13 points ahead of 16th-placed Leeds United. – APP

Afzal Javed 

ISLAMABAD: Top seeds 
Aqeel Khan, Mohammad 
Shoaib, MuzammilMurtaza 
and Yousaf Khalil cruised into 
the semi-finals of ongoing 
Benazir Bhutto Shaheed Na-
tional Tennis Championship 
here at Islamabad Tennis 
Complex (ITC) on Friday.
Pakistan number one Aqeel 
Khan defeated BarkatUllah 
6-4, 6-4, while emerging Mo-
hammad Shoaib outplayed 
HeeraAshiq 6-2, 6-4 in the 
men’s singles quarter-finals.
Davis Cupper Mohammad 
Abid faced upset defeat 
against talented Yousaf Khal-
il in straight games as Yousaf 
also booked a place in the 
last-four after defeating Abid 
by 6-2, 6-3, while Muzammil-
Murtaza overcame Mudas-
sirMurtaza 6-0, 6-3 in the 
last quarterfinal match. 
Meanwhile, Sarah Mahboob 
will take on UshnaSuhail in 
the women’s singles final. 
Sarah Mehboob defeated 
HaniaNavid 6-0, 6-1 and 
UshnaSuhail outclassed 

SheezaSajid 6-0, 6-0 to 
reach the final.
Men’s Singles Matches: 
Aqeel Khan btBarkatUllah 
6-4, 6-4; Mohammad Shoaib 
btHeeraAshiq 6-2, 6-4; Mu-
zammilMurtazabtMudas-
sirMurtaza 6-0, 6-3; Yousaf 
Khalil bt Mohammad Abid 
6-4, 6-4; Men’s Doubles 
Semi Final Round: Aqeel 
Khan/Mohammad Abidbt 
Usman Ejaz/Shahzad Khan 

6-0, 6-4; HeeraAshiq/Yousaf 
Khalil btMuzammilMur-
taza/MudasirMurtaza 6-4, 
3-6, 10-6 Ladies Singles 
Semi Final Round: Sarah 
MahboobbtHaniaNavid 6-0, 
6-1; UshnaSuhailbtShee-
zaSajid 6-0, 6-0
Boys U-18 Singles Quarter 
Final Round: Hamid Israr-
btNalain Abbas 6-1, 6-1; 
Mohammad Talha Khan 
btFaizanFayyaz 6-4, 6-2; 

Abdullah Adnan btMahatir 
Muhammad 6-7(5), 6-3, 6-4; 
Mohammad Huzaifa Khan 
bt Ahmed Nael 7-5, 6-2
Girls U-18 Singles Semi 
Final Round: Amna Ali Qa-
yumbtSaherAleem 6-1, 6-1; 
SheezaSajidbt Sara Pervaiz 
6-0, 6-0 Girls U-14 Singles 
Semi Final Round: Zunaisha 
Noor btLalarukhSajid 4-1, 
4-0; Amna Ali Qayumbt Zara 
Khan 4-1, 4-1.

BB Shaheed Tennis: Aqeel, 
Shoaib through to semi-finals

Australian Open 
confirms medical 
exemption process
SYDNEY: Australian Open tournament director Craig Tiley 
said players applying for a medical exemption to participate 
in the Grand Slam without being vaccinated against Covid-19 
will have their case reviewed by an independent three-per-
son panel. Tennis Australia said the panel would consist of 
doctors from the fields of immunology, infectious disease 
and general practice and that the move had been agreed in 
conjunction with the Victoria Department of Health.
Tiley had previously said all players must be inoculated 
against Covid-19, with the move throwing the involvement 
of defending champion Novak Djokovic into doubt as the 
world number one has yet to disclose his vaccination status.
"We've worked closely with the Victorian government 
to establish fair and independent protocols for assess-
ing medical exemption applications that will enable us 
to ensure Australian Open 2022 is safe and enjoyable 
for everybody," Tiley said.
"Central to this process is that the decisions will be 
made by independent medical experts and that every 
applicant gets due consideration."
The Melbourne Park tournament, the first Grand Slam of 
the year, is due to begin on Jan 17.
Applicants that pass an initial stage will be subject to 
a second review conducted by a government-appointed 
panel of medical experts before the application is submit-
ted to the Australian Immunisation Register. All submis-
sions will be confidential, Tennis Australia said.
Martin Pakula, Victoria state's sports minister, said the 
process could set a precedent for other big events. "We 
are happy there is some rigour around the process, we 
think it leads to the best possible outcomes," he added.
"They want the safest possible event for players and 
fans. That involves having the most rigorous medical 
exemption process." – Agencies

Australia 
in box seat 

against 
England

ADELAIDE: Australia de-
clared their first innings on 
473-9 and then reduced Eng-
land to 17-2 after a near-flaw-
less evening session to take 
charge of the day-night sec-
ond Ashes test on Friday. 
Stand-in skipper Steve Smith 
fell agonisingly short of his 
hundred but Alex Carey 
smashed 51 and lower-or-
der batsmen Michael Neser 
and Mitchell Starc produced 
breezy cameos before they 
declared their innings.
England lost both their 
openers cheaply before bad 
weather brought the second 
day's play to an early close 
at the Adelaide Oval.
England captain Joe Root 
was batting on five and 
Dawid Malan on one with 
the tourists facing an up-
hill task to stay alive in the 
pink-ball contest.
Earlier, England brought 
out the big guns, Jim-
my Anderson and Stuart 
Broad, to open the bowling 
on a hot and overcast day.
Australia began cautiously 
with MarnusLabuschagne 
finally clinching his sixth 
test century after 54 balls in 
the nervous nineties. – APP



Amb. Sajjad, Belarusian minister 
discuss industrial cooperation

DNA

MINSK: Ambassador of Pakistan to Belarus 
Sajjad Haider Khan held a meeting with the 
Deputy Minister of Industry of Belarus Mr. 
Alexandr Ogorodnikov. The meeting was also 
attended by the Deputy Head of the Economic 
Relations Department Mr. Anatoly Grynevich. 
The two sides discussed development of mutual 
industrial collaboration and noted the positive in-
crease in trade figures during the current year. 
They also reviewed the ongoing talks regarding 
establishing a joint venture for tractor manufac-
turing in Pakistan as well as the opportunity for 
holding agricultural machinery exhibitions in Pa-
kistan accompanied with demonstrations of the 
agricultural implements. 
The Ambassador briefed the Deputy Minister 
on the available investment opportunities and 
benefits in the special economic zones being 
established in Pakistan under China Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC). 
The parties agreed to continue consultations 
for mutually beneficial cooperation between 
the two countries.
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News Desk

NEW YORK: The UN Human 
Rights Council has voted to launch 
an international investigation 
into abuses in Ethiopia, despite 
protests from Addis Ababa, amid 
warnings of looming generalised 
violence.
The 47-member council voted with 
21 in favour, 15 opposed and 11 
abstentions on Friday to order the 
establishment of “an international 
commission of human rights ex-
perts on Ethiopia” to probe a wide 
range of alleged violations and 
abuses by all sides.
Speaking at the largely virtual 
one-day session, Nada al-Nashif, 
the deputy rights chief, said the 
UN was continuing to receive 
“credible reports” that all sides in 
the brutal 13-month conflict have 
been committing severe human 
rights violations amid a deepening 
humanitarian crisis.

Al-Nashif warned that the risk in 
Ethiopia “of increasing hatred, vi-
olence and discrimination is very 
high”, which could lead to “gener-
alised violence, [with] major im-
plications, not only for millions of 
people in Ethiopia, but also across 
the region”.

Earlier, Ethiopia’s government 
had slammed the decision to hold 
the special session and has urged 
countries to vote against the draft 
text.
“We call on all council members 
to … stand against short-sighted 
interests and refuse the politicisa-

tion of human rights by rejecting 
this resolution,” said Ambassador 
Zembe Kebede, accusing the Ge-
neva-based body of having been 
“hijacked” and used as an “instru-
ment of political pressure”.
“My government will not coop-
erate with any mechanisms that 
may be imposed on it because this 
is … a deliberate destabilisation 
effort.” Nearly 10 million people 
in northern Ethiopia face acute 
food insecurity, and at least two 
million have been forced to flee 
their homes. Humanitarian work-
ers have little access and face hos-
tility. Ethiopia’s government has 
sought to restrict reporting on the 
war and arrested some journalists.
Between 5,000 and 7,000 people 
swept up under Ethiopia’s new 
state of emergency remain impris-
oned, most of them Tigrayans, al-
Nashif said.
“Many are detained incommunica-
do or in unknown locations. This 
is tantamount to enforced disap-

pearance, and a matter of very 
grave alarm.”
The Ethiopian ambassador said 
Ethiopia’s government had set up 
an “inter-ministerial task force” in 
response to the human rights re-
port issued last month, and it has 
begun work.
A joint investigation by the UN 
rights office and Ethiopia’s human 
rights commission warned last 
month that possible war crimes 
and crimes against humanity had 
been committed by all sides dur-
ing the Tigray conflict.
The government-created Ethio-
pian Human Rights Commission 
acknowledged in a statement 
this week that there was “val-
ue-added” in encouraging the 
joint investigation to continue, 
but said the creation of a new 
body “is repetitive, counterpro-
ductive to ongoing implemen-
tation processes, and further 
delays redress for victims and 
survivors”.

UNHCR orders int’l probe into Ethiopia abuses
Nearly 10 million people in northern Ethiopia face acute food insecurity, and at least two million have 
been forced to flee their homes. Humanitarian workers have little access and face hostility. Ethiopia’s 

government has sought to restrict reporting on the war and arrested some journalists

Briefs
Merkel’s 

party 
chooses Merz 

as leader
Foreign Desk

BERLIN: Members of Ger-
many’s big-
gest opposi-
tion party, 
the center-
right Chris-
tian Demo-
cratic Union 
of former Chancellor Angela 
Merkel, have chosen promi-
nent conservative Friedrich 
Merz as its new leader, the 
party said Friday.
Merz, making his third run 
for the CDU’s top post, beat 
two centrist contenders 
and won a strong mandate 
— taking 62.1% support in 
a ballot of the party’s mem-
bership. A party congress 
next month will have to sign 
off officially on the member-
ship vote, but that should 
only be a formality.
Armin Laschet, the CDU’s 
leader since January, is 
stepping down after leading 
the two-party Union bloc to 
its worst-ever election result 
in September, winning only 
24.1% of the vote. The bloc, 
which the CDU dominates, 
was narrowly beaten by the 
center-left Social Demo-
crats of new Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz. Merz, 66, has experi-
ence of being an opposition 
leader. He led the center-
right group in parliament 
from 2000 to 2002, when 
Merkel pushed him out of 
that job. He left parliament 
in 2009, later practicing as 
a lawyer and heading the 
supervisory board of invest-
ment manager BlackRock’s 
German branch.

UK reports 
record 

number of 
corona cases 

Web Desk

LONDON: Fueled by the 
rapid spread of the Omicron 
variant, Britain registered 
a record number of daily 
corona-virus cases for the 
second day in a row.
A total of 88,376 new cas-
es were reported, up from 
78,610 cases 24 hours ear-
lier, bringing the total num-
ber of corona-virus cases in 
the country to 11,097,851, 
according to official figures 
released Thursday.
Another 1,691 Omicron 
cases have been found in 
Britain, the biggest daily in-
crease since the COVID-19 
variant was detected in the 
country, taking the total Omi-
cron cases found in the coun-
try to 11,708,  the UK Health 
Security Agency (UKHSA) 
confirmed Wednesday. The 
country also reported a fur-
ther 146 corona-virus-related 
deaths. The total number of 
corona-virus-related deaths 
in Britain now stands at 
146,937, with 7,579 COV-
ID-19 patients still in hospi-
tal. The latest data came as 
Susan Hopkins, the UKH-
SA’s chief medical adviser, 
said every person infected 
with the Omicron COVID 
variant is believed to be pass-
ing it on to between three 
and five others on average.
Hopkins told MPs on the 
Commons health commit-
tee that for Omicron, the R 
value in Britain is between 
three and five, and the var-
iant is spreading rapidly, 
doubling in size every two 
days. The current R value 
of the Delta epidemic in 
Britain is estimated to be 
between 1.1 and 1.2.

12 dead as 
typhoon 

batters the 
Philippines

CEBU: At least 12 people 
have died in the strongest 
typhoon to hit the Philip-
pines this year, the disaster 
agency said Friday, after the 
storm swept across the ar-
chipelago uprooting trees, 
toppling power poles and 
flooding villages. 
More than 300,000 people 
fled their homes and beach-
front resorts as Typhoon 
Rai pummelled the south-
ern and central regions of 
the country, knocking out 
communications in some 
areas and tearing roofs off 
buildings.
Rai was a super typhoon 
when it slammed into Siar-
gao Island on Thursday, 
packing maximum sustained 
winds of 195 kilometres an 
hour. On Friday, wind speeds 
eased to 150 kilometres an 
hour, the state weather fore-
caster said. – APP

Uzbekistan, Korea agree to 
enhance strategic partnership

President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, thanking for the invitation, emphasized that 
openness and mutual respect are a solid foundation on which relations between 

the two countries have historically been built
News Desk

SEOUL: A solemn ceremony of 
the official meeting of the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
took place at the Cheong Wa Dae 
residence of the President of the 
Republic of Korea, in the city of 
Seoul.
According to the press service of 
the head of our state, a guard of 
honor was lined up in honor of 
the distinguished guest and his 
spouse. The national anthems of 
the two countries were played. 
The solemn ceremony embodied 
the ancient history and bright mo-
dernity of the Land of the Morn-
ing Freshness.
The heads of state held talks with 
the participation of official delega-
tions of the two countries.
President of the Republic of Korea 
Moon Jae-in, welcoming the distin-
guished guest, emphasized that 
Seoul attaches great importance 
to further development of cooper-
ation with Tashkent in the widest 
range of areas.
“I welcome the esteemed Mr. 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev, my dear 
brother. Welcome to Seoul. I re-
member well our online meeting 
in January this year. This was my 
first summit, opening the year. To-
day we are meeting, spending the 
outgoing year in person. It is espe-
cially gratifying that it is with you 
that my diplomatic schedule for 
this year began and ends. Korea 
and Uzbekistan are special strate-

gic partners. 
Together, various projects are 
being implemented in such areas 
as the production of agricultural 
equipment and electrical engi-
neering, the power engineering 
industry and energy, as well as 
the construction of industrial en-
terprises. 
Several important documents will 
be signed during your visit. We are 
ready to join hands with Uzbeki-
stan, in response to global climate 
change, to develop cooperation in 
such promising areas as the crea-
tion of smart cities, smart farms, 

ICT and manufacturing electric 
cars. In the coming year, we will 
celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
the establishment of diplomatic 
relations. I hope that in the new 
year we will jointly create a new 
page of prosperity”, President 
Moon Jae-in said.
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev, 
thanking for the invitation, empha-
sized that openness and mutual 
respect are a solid foundation on 
which relations between the two 
countries have historically been 
built.
“I am very glad to meet you. 

Thank you for your invitation to 
beautiful Korea on a state visit and 
your traditionally warm welcome. 
The weather is cold now, but the 
soul of our Korean brothers is 
very warm. Being here, surround-
ed by friends, we feel at home. We 
treat your country and the Korean 
people in a special way. We have 
a similar mentality, traditions and 
moral values. 
The implementation of your 
New Policy made it possible to 
strengthen the country’s leading 
positions in high technologies, 
digitalization, innovative and 

green development, to reveal the 
enormous intellectual potential of 
the talented Korean people”, the 
President of Uzbekistan said.
Our countries have been strate-
gic partners for 15 years. The 
friendship and political will of 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev and Moon 
Jae-in have become powerful in-
centives to give new dynamics to 
cooperation between Uzbekistan 
and Korea.
This is the fourth meeting of 
the heads of state. In October 
2017, Shavkat Mirziyoyev paid 
his first state visit to the Re-
public of Korea. In April 2019, 
President Moon Jae-in paid a re-
turn visit to Uzbekistan, within 
the framework of which a Joint 
Declaration on a Special Stra-
tegic Partnership was adopted. 
Several new initiatives to further 
strengthen ties were announced 
by the leaders during the online 
summit in January 2021.
This visit to Korea is a logical con-
tinuation of intensive dialogue.
The Leader of Uzbekistan em-
phasized that today the very time 
requires us to reconsider the pri-
orities of practical partnership in 
the long term. Cooperation be-
tween the two countries must fully 
respond to the modern challenges 
of the global economy.
The Republic of Korea is one of 
the key trade and economic part-
ners of Uzbekistan. The trade 
turnover and the number of joint 
ventures have almost doubled in 
recent years. 

Czech 
Republic gets 

new govt 
PRAGUE: The Czech presi-
dent on Friday appointed a 
new government led by Petr 
Fiala, a right-winger whose 
alliance won a general elec-
tion more than two months 
ago. “In line with the con-
stitution... the president 
appointed the members of 
the new government today,” 
Vratislav Mynar, the head 
of President Milos Zeman’s 
office, said at the ceremony.
Comprising 18 members 
from five parties, including 
three women, the govern-
ment has a 108-vote major-
ity in the 200-seat parlia-
ment.
It will have to deal with 
widespread Covid-19 infec-
tions in the EU country, 
where the pandemic is in 
full swing.  
Fiala’s team will also have to 
tackle soaring inflation and 
a spike in energy prices, as 
well as divisions in society 
caused by the pandemic.
His right-wing Civic Dem-
ocrats narrowly won Octo-
ber’s general election in an 
alliance with the centrist 
Christian Democrats and 
the centre-right TOP 09 par-
ty. Their Together coalition 
then teamed up with a cen-
trist alliance of the Pirate 
Party and the Mayors and 
Independents movement to 
form the government.
They ousted billionaire pop-
ulist prime minister Andrej 
Babis. Zeman, who was ex-
pected to oversee the gov-
ernment talks, missed the 
build-up as he was hospital-
ised over serious liver prob-
lems on October 10, a day 
after the vote. – Agencies
 

Belarus jails 
activist for 

13 years over 
protests

News Desk

MOSCOW: Belarus on Fri-
day sentenced an activist to 
13 years in prison for taking 
part in mass demonstra-
tions last summer, one of 
hundreds jailed for protest-
ing against strongman Alex-
ander Lukashenko.
Eduard Palchys, 31, was 
found guilty of organising 
mass unrest and inciting ha-
tred. He joins a long list of 
designated political prison-
ers in the ex-Soviet country, 
with local rights group Vyas-
na saying 929 are currently 
behind bars.
Palchys was arrested in Sep-
tember 2020, shortly after 
nationwide protests erupted 
in the wake of a disputed 
election which Lukashen-
ko claimed he won by a 
landslide. Belarus’s exiled 
opposition leader Svetlana 
Tikhanovskaya condemned 
the ruling and posted a vid-
eo of Palchys in the defend-
ant’s cage in court. 
“It was a closed trial, so no-
body could see how the re-
gime represses an innocent 
person,” she said.
“Eduard’s daughter was 
born when he was already 
behind bars,” she said.
She added that “we won’t 
stop until all political pris-
oners are freed.”
 

Australia, 
Britain ink 
free trade 
agreement

Web Desk

LONDON: The deal abol-
ishes 99 percent of taxes 
on exports, saving Aus-
tralia about $10 billion and 
saving Britain about $144 
million a year. Australia 
and Britain have signed a 
free trade agreement that 
will eliminate almost all 
taxes on exports between 
the countries.
The FTA was signed on Fri-
day at a virtual ceremony by 
Australian Trade Minister 
Dan Tehan in Adelaide and 
Britain’s Secretary of State 
for International Trade 
Anne-Marie Trevelyan in 
London.
Tehan said the deal, which 
will take effect sometime in 
2022, will grow investments 
and help with the recovery 
from the pandemic.
“Our economies will be 
able to operate seamlessly 
again,” Tehan said. “The ex-
periences and opportunities 
that young Australians and 
young Brits will be able to 
get through this initiative is 
just fantastic.”
Trevelyan said the deal 
showed what Britain can 
achieve “as an agile, inde-
pendent sovereign trading 
nation.”
“This is just the start as we 
get on the front foot and 
seize the seismic opportu-
nities that await us on the 
world stage,” she said. 
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Painting 
exhibition 

on Sino-Pak 
ties held

BEIJING: Chinese and Pa-
kistani students held here 
a painting exhibition on Si-
no-Pak friendship of new era, 
China Economic Net report-
ed on Thursday. 
The report says, 2021 is the 
70th year since China and 
Pakistan established diplo-
matic ties. Students from 
both countries depicted the 
precious friendship in their 
heart via a great many paint-
ings at the ‘Art Exhibition of 
Chinese-Pakistani Students 
for Celebrating the 70th Anni-
versary of China-Pakistan Dip-
lomatic Relations’. Displayed 
at Henan Normal University 
in China, University of Sar-
godha and Roots Millennium 
Schools in Pakistan, Chinese 
and Pakistani students’ paint-
ings impressed people of the 
two countries a lot. – APP

UBG kicks off second round 
of FPCCI election campaign

DNA

LAHORE: Federation of Pakistan 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry’s 
The United Business Group (UBG) 
,the largest alliance of chambers and 
trade associations, Friday kicked off 
second round of election campaign to 
further muster support of business 
community.
UBG vowed to continue serve busi-
ness community with full devotion and 
help gear up the economic activities in 
the country on top priority.
Addressing the 30 members core 
committee here today,President 
SAARC chamber of commerce and  
UBG Chairman veteran trade leader 
Iftikhar Ali Malik greeted the newly 
elected UBG candidate Mohsin Maq-

bool Sheikh  who returned unopposed 
Fpcci VP from interior sindh seat 
which speaks of UBG popularity  and 
evolved new election  strategy in the 
wake of the suspension of name of ri-
val presidential candidate Irfan Iqbal 
Sheik from final voter list by the Sindh 
High Court.
He said UBG since its inception always 
attached great importance to business 
community and advocated their cause 
at all  levels without any fear.He said 
UBG leadership several times took up 
the burning issues of business commu-
nity with  PM, federal ministers and 
advisors to PM including Governor 
Punjab for getting them addressed on 
top priority.
Iftikhar Ali Malik said leading traders 
associations throughout the country 
have also reposed full confidence on 

UBG policies which is one of the major 
breakthrough and success in real term 
and we will sweep election  with a wide 
margin. He said that always only true 
democracy prevail in trade politics of 
UBG  and people with integrity have 
been given responsibilities so that that 
could contribute to image of FPCCI 
and resolve issues of the business 
community.
“We firmly believe in rule of law, 
promotion of democratic system and 
strengthening of national economy 
by safeguarding the interests of trad-
ers.” he added. UBG patron in chief 
SM Muneer ,UBG president Zubair 
Tufail,Secretary General Zafar Bakht-
awari,Presidential candidate Dr Nou-
man Idris Butt,SVP candidate Hanif 
Gohar,Secretary Information Dr Mirza 
Ikhtiar Baig also spoke.

Doha committed to 
boost ties with Baku

BAKU: Qatari ambassador Faisal bin Abdullah Ham-
ad Al-Hanzab has said that his country is committed to 
strengthening ties with Azerbaijan, Trend reported on De-
cember 16. “The high-ranking officials of Qatar and Azer-
baijan are greatly interested in the relations between two 
countries to strengthen the friendship and cooperation in 
all political, economic and social fields to achieve more 
prosperity,” Al-Hanzab said.
Azerbaijan-Qatar bilateral relations are based on common 
values, friendship, joint cooperation and mutual interests, 
and are being reinforced with reciprocal respect and trust, 
he said. The ambassador stressed that Qatar is taking 
steps toward a bright and successful future by strength-
ening political, economic, and cultural connections, as 
well as boosting trade and investment possibilities for 
businesses of both nations. Meanwhile, Labor and Social 
Protection Minister Sahil Babayev reiterated that bilateral 
relations are developing at a high level and they are based 
on the principles of friendship and mutual respect.
“The high level of political dialogue is undoubtedly due to 
the political will and wise foresight of the leaders of the 
two countries, the great importance they attach to cooper-
ation,” Babayev underlined. – News Desk



Briefs
Ejaz Qureshi 

appointed 
new federal 
ombudsman

ISLAMABAD: The president 
has appointed Ejaz Ahmed 
Qureshi as federal ombuds-
man who has served as Sindh 
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP) chief secretary. Ejaz 
Ahmed Qureshi, has a Mas-
ter’s degree in Political Sci-
ence from the University of 
Punjab and one in Public 
Policy and Planning from 
Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity, USA, a press release 
said on Friday.
He joined Civil Service of 
Pakistan in 1972 through 
competitive examination, 
and held positions of Assis-
tant Commissioner, Deputy 
Commissioner, Commis-
sioner and Provincial Secre-
tary of a number of depart-
ments including the post of 
Additional Chief Secretary 
(Dev) In KP.
He has been Consul Gen-
eral / Trade Commissioner 
of Pakistan in Canada and 
Pakistan’s Permanent Rep-
resentative at a UN Body 
(International Civil Aviation 
Organization).
His last few significant as-
signments include: Chief 
Secretary KP, Chief Secre-
tary Sindh, Secretary Rail-
ways, and Federal Secretary 
Environment.
He was awarded 
‘Tamghai-Eisar’ for his 
outstanding work in the 
Earthquake of 2005. After 
retirement, he is working as 
Senior Advisor and National 
Child Commissioner in the 
Wafaqi Mohtasib Secretari-
at, Islamabad. – APP

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Mr. Hayaud Din, 
Secretary of the Federal Econom-
ic Affairs Division, and Mr. Sebas-
tian Jacobi, Country Director KfW 
(German Development Bank), 
signed the Billion Tree Affores-
tation Support Project (BTASP) 
grant agreement on 17 Decem-
ber 2021. Minister for Economic 
Affairs, Mr. Omar Ayub Khan and 
Ambassador of Germany to Paki-
stan, Mr. Bernhard Schlagheck, 
witnessed the ceremony.
The German Ministry of Econom-
ic Cooperation & Development 
(BMZ) has committed EUR 13.5 
million grant through KfW. The KP 
Forestry, Environment & Wildlife 
Department (FEWD) will be the 
project implementation agency.
Ambassador of Germany to Paki-
stan, Mr. Bernhard Schlagheck, 
says: “With BTASP we aim to cre-
ate a truly long lasting impact of 
the afforestation campaign. Over 
a period of six years, BTASP will 
support the protection and sus-

tainable management of forests 
across three regions in KP.”
The project will compliment Pa-
kistan’s flagship 10 Billion Tree 
Tsunami Programme (TBTTP), 
including effective management 
of restored forest landscapes. It 

will help improve public service 
delivery and build institutional ca-
pacity through measures such as a 
nationally replicable Management 
Information System for FEWD.
In addition to ecosystem resto-
ration, BTASP will support local 

economy, stimulate green growth 
and alleviate poverty across 100 
villages in KP. BTASP will engage 
and mobilise communities as key 
stakeholders through the formula-
tion of Participatory Forest Devel-
opment Plans. It will also promote 

women’s economic empowerment 
and participation in decision mak-
ing processes. BTASP will develop 
and strengthen value chains, link-
ing up community-owned nurser-
ies and businesses with markets. 
This will provide sustainable in-
come opportunities for people 
relying on natural resources for 
livelihoods.
BTASP will support Pakistan’s ef-
forts towards the Bonn Challenge 
of restoring 350 million hectares 
of degraded and deforested lands 
by 2030. The project is part of 
the German-Pakistan Climate 
and Energy Initiative, which was 
launched at COP26.
With the successful signing of 
the grant agreement for phase 1, 
the German Government stands 
ready to commit an additional 
EUR 20 million for Phase II of 
the project. With this new phase, 
Germany will extend its support 
to the federal Ten Billion Tree 
Tsunami Afforestation Project 
(TBTTAP) and in particular its 
governance, sustainability and 
climate aspects.

Germany grants EURO 13.5 million for TBTTP

UNGA adopts resolution on 
right to self-determination
Co-sponsored by 72 countries, the resolution secured the support of all UN member 

states due to its “universal character of the right to self-determination and its continued 
applicability in situations of foreign occupation and intervention”, the FO said

Saifullah

ISLAMABAD: The United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly (UNGA) in New York 
adopted with consensus on Friday a Paki-
stan-sponsored resolution, titled ‘Universal 
Realisation of the Right of the Peoples to 
Self-Determination’, which “unequivocally 
supports the right to self-determination for 
all peoples under subjugation, alien domi-
nation and foreign occupation”, including 
those of Indian-occupied Kashmir.
According to a statement issued by the 
Foreign Office (FO), the adoption of the 
resolution with consensus would provide 
the people of Indian-occupied Kashmir 
with hope in their just struggle for self-de-
termination and freedom from oppression 

and occupation.
Co-sponsored by 72 countries, the resolu-
tion secured the support of all UN member 
states due to its “universal character of the 
right to self-determination and its continued 
applicability in situations of foreign occupa-
tion and intervention”, the FO said. 
“This annual affirmation by the General 
Assembly serves to preserve the legitima-
cy of the freedom struggle of peoples un-
der colonial and foreign occupation,” the 
statement said, adding that the resolution 
“offers hope that destinies will be decid-
ed in accordance with the principles of 
justice enshrined in the UN Charter, UN 
resolutions and international law”.
The conflict and unrest in Indian-occu-
pied Kashmir has intensified since Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi came to power 

in 2014 and won a landslide re-election in 
2019. Modi’s Hindu nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party-led government toughened 
its stance both against Pakistan, as well 
as, Kashmiri rebels amid rising attacks by 
Hindu hard-liners against minorities in In-
dia, further deepening frustrations among 
Kashmir’s Muslims.
The valley has been under a security lock-
down since the Indian government stripped 
Kashmiris of the special autonomy they had 
for seven decades through a rushed presi-
dential order in 2019.
Earlier this month, Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi apprised the president 
of the United Nations Security Council 
(UNSC) and UN secretary general of the 
continuing grave situation in Indian-occu-
pied Kashmir.

In a letter addressed to the president of 
UNSC and UN secretary general, the for-
eign minister had pointed to the deteri-
orating human rights and humanitarian 
situation in the valley and the persistent 
threat to international peace and security 
posed by India’s provocative and irrespon-
sible rhetoric as well as its track record of 
orchestrating false flag operations.
The foreign minister had drawn attention 
to the recent spate of extra-judicial killings, 
arbitrary arrests and illegal detentions in 
India-occupied Kashmir.
He had also highlighted the recent ar-
rest of renowned Kashmiri human rights 
activist Khurram Parvez on trumped-up 
charges, “in complete disregard for basic 
human rights principles, norms and inter-
national law”.

BTASP will support Pakistan’s efforts towards the Bonn Challenge of restoring 350 million 
hectares of degraded and deforested lands by 2030. The project is part of the German-Pakistan 

Climate and Energy Initiative, which was launched at COP26

US has 
sent 335mn 

vaccine 
doses to 110 

countries

News Desk

WASHINGTON: The United 
States has so far delivered 
more than 335 million dos-
es of Covid vaccine to 110 
countries, a figure matching 
the US population, a senior 
White House official told 
AFP on Friday.
That includes 50 million 
doses sent out in just the 
last two weeks, part of a 
push to send millions more 
doses around the world in 
the coming days, the official 
said, adding: “the pandemic 
has shown us that no one is 
safe until everyone is safe.”
The US president had 
promised in September that 
his country would donate a 
total of more than a billion 
doses to poorer countries.
At the time Biden said the 
United States, which has re-
corded more than 50 million 
cases of Covid-19, would act 
as the world’s “arsenal” 
against the virus.
Washington repeats at every 
opportunity that its vac-
cines are distributed with 
“no strings attached,” im-
plying that this would not be 
the case for doses distribut-
ed in particular by its great 
rival, China. 
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping, who denies that he is 
conducting “vaccine diplo-
macy”, recently pledged a 
billion doses of Covid vac-
cine to Africa.
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Industries and Production Makhdum Khusro Bakhtyar in a 
meeting with Wada Mitsuhiro, newly appointed Japanese ambassador to Pakistan in his office. –DNA

German special 
envoy to attend 

OIC moot 
ISLAMABAD: Against the backdrop of a worsening human-
itarian crisis in Afghanistan and the need of international 
cooperation and coordination to address the situation, Ger-
many welcomes the initiative of the Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia to call for an Extraordinary Session of the OIC Council 
of Foreign Ministers (CFM) hosted by the Government of 
Pakistan in Islamabad on 19 December 2021.
Upon invitation of the Government of Pakistan, Dr. Jas-
per Wieck, the Special Representative of Germany for 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, will attend the conference as 
“Special Guest”. He will also hold bilateral talks with rep-
resentatives of the government of Pakistan and of other 
participating countries.
Dr. Wieck: “Thank you to our Pakistani partners for the 
invitation which is a strong reflection of our joint goal of 
avoiding a further deterioration of the humanitarian crisis 
in Afghanistan. We firmly believe that the OIC is a well suit-
ed forum to send a strong signal of solidarity and to play a 
major role in providing crucial aid for the Afghan people 
at this critical point in time. International exchange and 
coordination across continents is essential for assistance, 
recovery and stability in Afghanistan.” – DNA

Taliban prepare 
new Afghan budget 
without foreign aid

Agencies

KABUL: Afghanistan’s finance ministry un-
der the Taliban government has prepared a 
draft national budget that, for the first time 
in two decades, is funded without foreign 
aid, a spokesman said.
It comes as the country is mired in an eco-
nomic crisis and faces a looming humani-
tarian catastrophe that the United Nations 
(UN) has called an “avalanche of hunger”.
Finance ministry spokesman Ahmad Wali 
Haqmal did not disclose the size of the draft 
budget — which runs until December 2022 
— but told AFP it would go to the cabinet for 
approval before being published.
“We are trying to finance it from our domes-
tic revenues — and we believe we can,” he 
told state television in an interview shared 
on Twitter. Global donors suspended finan-
cial aid when the Taliban seized power in Au-
gust and Western powers also froze access 
to billions of dollars in assets held abroad. 
The 2021 budget, put together by the previ-
ous administration under guidance from the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), pro-
jected a deficit despite 219 billion Afghanis 
($2.7 billion at the time) in aid and grants 
and 217 billion from domestic revenue. At 

that time, the exchange rate was around 80 
Afghanis to the dollar, but the local curren-
cy has been hammered since the Taliban’s 
return, particularly in the past week, slump-
ing to 130 on Monday before recovering on 
Friday to around 100.
Haqmal accepted that public servants are 
still owed several months of wages, saying 
“we are trying our best” to make good on 
overdue pay by year-end.
He warned, however, a new pay scale had 
also been prepared.
The new government’s revenue department 
said last month that it had collected 26 
billion Afghanis in the previous two-and-a-
half-months, including 13 billion in customs 
duties. It also announced a new Islamic tax 
to fund aid projects for poor people and or-
phans. An Afghan economist, who asked not 
to be named, said on Friday the new budget 
would likely end up being only a quarter of 
that for 2021.
“The Taliban are saying they have more 
transparency at the border crossings,” 
meaning fewer goods dodge duties than 
previously, this economist told AFP. But, he 
said, even if true, maximum revenues would 
only be about 100 billion Afghanis because 
the intensifying recession will shrink the 
tax take to a far greater extent.

Punjab announces 
winter vacations 

schedule
Abid Raza

LAHORE: Punjab government has announced winter vaca-
tions in schools across the province from December 23, defy-
ing a National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC) deci-
sion. The announcement was made by the Punjab Education 
Minister Murad Raas from his Twitter handle. He announced 
that all public and private schools of Punjab will remain closed 
for winter vacation starting December 23rd, 2021 to January 
6th, 2022. “Please get vaccinated and follow SOPs issued by 
the government,” the education minister stressed. The an-
nouncement came after the Punjab government earlier today 
assured the Lahore High Court (LHC) that schools will be 
closed from December 23 to the first week of January.
The assurance was made during the hearing of the environ-
mental pollution and smog case in the LHC presided over 
by Justice Shahid Karim. The lawyer of the government ap-
prised the LHC bench about the closure of the educational 
institutions in the Punjab province.
The court after adjourning the hearing of the case until 
December 21, asked the government authorities to present 
the notification regarding winter vacations. Meanwhile, the 
decision by the Punjab government was in defiance of the 
NCOC that earlier in the day announced that winter vaca-
tions in all educational institutions will begin from Jan 3, 
2022. The decision to this effect was reached during a meet-
ing presided over by NCOC head Asad Umar. Federal Ed-
ucation Minister Shafqat Mahmood and Special Assistant 
to the Prime Minister (SAPM) on Health Dr Faisal Sultan 
were in attendance in the meeting.
“During today’s NCOC session, it is decided that Winter 
vacation in education sector will start from 3rd January 22 
apart from Fog / Smog hit districts of Pakistan. Federat-
ing units will issue notifications accordingly,” the country’s 
nerve centre for Covid response said in a Twitter statement.

In India, 
churches 
canceling 

celebrations 
due to RSS 

threats
ISLAMABAD: Many 
churches in the Karnataka 
state of India have cancelled 
their Christmas celebra-
tions following threats from 
the radicals as the “Saffron 
Goons” continue to target 
minorities to pursue their 
Hindutva ideology.
At a time when India would 
observe Minorities Rights 
Day on Saturday (Decem-
ber 18) with a so-called 
resolution to protect their 
rights, the factual position 
is that the Christians in 
many parts of the country 
were even unable to hold 
their Sunday gatherings.
“We are in a critical situ-
ation,” Pastor Yellappa, 
head of an independent 
church in Gokak, told In-
ternational Christian Con-
cern (ICC).
Hailing from the Belagavi 
District of Karnataka state, 
Pastor Yellappa was forced 
to shut down his house 
church after his landlord 
received multiple threats 
from radicals.  – APP

Germany 
must prepare 
for ‘massive’ 

Omicron wave

Web Desk

FRANKFURT: Germany, 
battered by a recent rise in 
Covid cases, must brace for 
a “massive fifth wave” due 
to the new Omicron variant, 
Health Minister Karl Lauter-
bach said Friday.
“We must prepare for a chal-
lenge that we have not yet had 
in this form,” Lauterbach told 
reporters, adding that even if 
the variant were “milder” it 
may make “no difference”.
Were the virus to be less 
serious than other variants, 
this might “keep deaths low 
for two to three weeks, be-
fore the growth of the virus 
would eat up this advantage,” 
the minister said, underlining 
that a difficult period ahead 
was “inevitable”.
Germany has reimposed 
health restrictions following 
high case numbers, barring 
unvaccinated people from 
restaurants and non-essential 
commerce.
Case numbers have declined 
slightly but the spread of the 
more infectious Omicron var-
iant, first identified in South 
Africa, threatens to send new 
infections up again.
Governments around the 
world are scrambling to 
speed up booster vaccination 
campaigns to increase indi-
viduals’ protection against 
the highly mutated virus.

Japan: 
Dozens dead 

in Osaka 
building fire

OSAKA: At least 27 people 
are feared to have died after 
a fire broke out in a building 
in downtown Osaka, Japan.
Police are investigating 
whether the blaze was 
started deliberately, public 
broadcaster NHK said.
They are investigating re-
ports that a man spilled liq-
uid that started the fire.
The victims suffered cardi-
opulmonary arrest, a term 
often used in preliminary 
reports before a death is 
officially confirmed, reports 
say. Footage showed black-
ened windows after dozens 
of firefighters extinguished 
the blaze on the fourth floor.
All of those feared dead 
were reportedly in a psy-
chiatric clinic on the fourth 
floor of the building, located 
in a busy commercial and 
entertainment district.
A man who appeared to be 
in his 50s or 60s was seen 
carrying a bag of liquid into 
the building, before knock-
ing it over near a heater, 
spilling the liquid and start-
ing the fire, Kyodo News re-
ported. – Agencies

PMD 
forecasts cold 
wave in upper  

parts 
ISLAMABAD: The cold 
wave will grip upper and 
central parts of the coun-
try during next 24 hours 
according to the Pakistan 
Meteorological Depart-
ment (PMD). Very cold and 
dry weather is expected in 
most upper/central parts of 
the country and north Ba-
lochistan. While dense fog/
smog is likely in plain areas 
of Punjab.
According to the synoptic 
situation, continental air is 
prevailing over most parts 
of the country.
During the past 24 hours, 
cold and dry weather pre-
vailed over most parts, while 
very cold in upper districts 
and north Balochistan.
The lowest minimum temper-
atures recorded during the 
last 24 hours were Gupis -16 
C, Leh -14, Kalat -12, Kalam, 
Skardu -09, Quetta, Gilgit, As-
tore -08, Hunza -06, Dir, Zhob 
-05, Malam Jabba, Bagrote, 
Chitral, Drosh, Parachinar 
-04, Kakul and Srinagar -03 
C. – APP

WHO 
emergencies 

chief eyes 
‘brighter 
future’

GENEVA: After two years 
at the forefront of WHO’s 
pandemic battle, emergen-
cies chief Michael Ryan re-
mains optimistic humanity 
will change course and take 
the steps needed to tame 
the virus. As concern grows 
about the fast-spreading 
coronavirus variant Omi-
cron and surging infection 
rates, the World Health Or-
ganization’s second-in-com-
mand acknowledged the cri-
sis could plausibly evolve in 
disastrous directions.
We could face the constant 
emergence of new and more 
dangerous variants and 
waves of infection that re-
peatedly collapse our health 
systems. “That’s a plausible 
future if we don’t adequate-
ly deal with the virus,” Ryan 
told AFP in an interview.
But, he said, “I don’t see 
that right now. I see a 
brighter future.”
The 56-year-old epidemi-
ologist and former trauma 
surgeon insisted that “if we 
knuckle down now in terms 
of disease control, ... (and) 
getting vaccine coverage 
up,” we can move past the 
pandemic phase. 
While the SARS CoV-2 virus 
that causes Covid is unlikely 
to go away, he said it could 
become just another endem-
ic respiratory virus, like the 
flu. That upbeat outlook 
may seem to fly in the face 
of the dire situation on the 
ground.  Covid has officially 
killed nearly 5.5 million peo-
ple worldwide, with the true 
figure likely several times 
higher.  – APP


