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OIC calls for urgent
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Afghanistan situation
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Shibli
escapes
attack on

vehicle
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DARRA ADAM KHEL:
Minister for
Science and
Technology

\ Shibli Faraz
k‘ @‘ on  Sunday
escaped an

attack unharmed as he was
on his way from his ances-
tral town of Kohat to Pe-
shawar city. Unidentified
assailants attacked his car,
shattering the windows.
Faraz told the media that
he is safe but his driver has
been injured and is being
transported to Peshawar for
medical attention. Varying
accounts of the nature of
the attack have surfaced.

Iranian FM
presents 4
proposals

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Foreign
iy Minister  of
\  the Islamic
“ « | Republic  of
Iran Hossein
Amirabdol-
™ lahian  pre-
senting four proposals to
help the people of Afghan-
istan says the people of
the neighboring state need
urgent humanitarian assis-
tance and the establishment
of a financial fund among
Islamic countries is neces-
sary to achieve this goal. He
went on to say the Islamic
Republic of Iran considers
sustainable security and
political and social stability
in Afghanistan to be in line
with the collective interests
of the entire region.

Weak Afghan
govt good
for no one

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Afghanistan’s
b acting  for-
eign minister
Amir  Khan
Motaqi  said
that the Unit-
ed States
must unfreeze billions of
dollars of Afghanistan as the
country desperately needs
cash. Speaking at the OIC’s
extraordinary session on Af-
ghanistan, Amir Khan Motaqi
said that weakening the gov-
ernment of Afghanistan will
not benefit anyone. He said
that drought, COVID-19, and
the stoppage of foreign aids
have contributed to the al-
ready fragile economic situa-
tion of Afghanistan and called
on the member states of OIC
to provide Afghan people
with humanitarian aids.
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OIC calls for unified
action on Afghanistan
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ISLAMABAD: The Muslim world lead-
ers attending the extraordinary session
of OIC countries’ foreign ministers, Sun-
day called for an immediate and unified
action to avert the looming humanitari-
an crisis in Afghanistan which otherwise
could impact world peace.

Addressing the opening session of the
17th extraordinary Session of the Organ-
isation of Islamic Cooperation’s (OIC)
Council of Foreign Ministers to discuss
the humanitarian situation in Afghani-
stan, the leaders were unanimous to call
for the OIC’s role to protect the broth-
erly country from an economic collapse.
In his address, Saudi Foreign Minister
Prince Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud said
that the economic difficulties could trig-
ger a humanitarian crisis and lead to
further instability, impacting impact re-
gional and international peace.

He said the people of Afghanistan have
suffered for too long and had faced years
of instability. The Saudi FM said that the
OIC meeting expressed solidarity with
the Afghans and drew the world’s atten-
tion towards the need for immediate ac-
tion to put an end to the deteriorating sit-
uation. He also urged OIC member states
to play a part in providing the Afghans
with the necessary support and to pre-
vent an economic collapse in the country.
He told the gathering that Saudi Arabia
had recently airlifted food supplies on the
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directives of King Salman bin Abdulaziz
and also condemned terrorist actions
targeting minorities in Afghanistan. OIC
Secretary-General Hissein Brahim Taha
thanked the member countries for elect-
ing him to head the OIC and also thanked
Pakistan for the warm welcome.

“We thank Pakistan and its people for
playing host to the Conference, which is
yet another expression of the country’s
full commitment to the advancement of
the issues of the Muslim Ummah, and its
concern for promoting peace and securi-
ty in the region,” he said.

“This effort gives a universal message of
harmony and solidarity,” he said, adding
that the Afghan issue has always been
high on the OIC agenda. “The OIC has
always taken a strong position which

- e

2,& 6HFUHWDU\ *HQHUIDXGL )RUHLJQ OLQLVXMHNWLVK )RUHLJQ 0LBQL¥WEHHUWU 6HFUHWD

supports its member countries,” he
said adding that the Muslim world body
called for the sovereignty, unity and ter-
ritorial integrity of Afghanistan.

The OIC secretary-general said that the
role of OIC members in delivering hu-
manitarian assistance was more impor-
tant now than ever before as the pandem-
ic had exacerbated existing challenges.
“We commend the humanitarian assis-
tance provided by some member states
to the Afghan people. We also call for all
parties concerned to cooperate with the
OIC mission in Kabul to provide relief to
the affected Afghan people,” he said.
“We call all Afghan parties to put the in-
terests of their people first, protect their
lives, keep away from violence and bring
lasting peace in fulfilment of their aspira-

PM calls for devising

Imme

SHUJAAT Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran
Khan has called for devising an imme-
diate medium and long term strategy to
address the dire humanitarian situation
in Afghanistan, warning any chaos there
will not be in anybody’s interest.
Addressing the inaugural session of ex-
traordinary session of the OIC Council of
Foreign Ministers in Islamabad on Sun-
day, Imran Khan said he is impressed
with the Islamic Development Bank’s
suggestions of medium and long term
measures to help the Afghan people and
make their economy sustainable.

The Prime Minister warned Afghanistan
is heading for chaos and the biggest man
made crisis is unfolding there which
needs immediate action on behalf of the
international community especially the
OIC, the United Nations, the US and the
European Union.

Imran Khan said the big responsibili-
ty rests with the OIC countries as it is
our religious duty to help the Afghan
people. He said the United States must
delink the issues of human rights from
humanitarian assistance. He said that
we are already late in extending help to
the Afghan people as the harsh winter

season has already set in. He said this is
also a country which has been affected
by the breakout of COVID-19. He said
the world community must also show
sensitivity to Afghan culture.

The Prime Minister pointed out that
forty years of conflict coupled with
prolonged drought, years of corrupt
governance, dried up foreign aid and
freezing of the banking system has ag-
gravated the situation in the country.
He said any country in such kind of
situation will collapse. He said such a
situation will have serious consequenc-
es including mass exodus of refugees.

Continued on Page 06

diate strategy

Malaysian
Saudi, FMs
call on PM
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ISLAMABAD: The Prime Minister
conveyed cordial greetings for the
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques
His Majesty King Salman Bin Abdu-
laziz Al Saud and His Royal Highness
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man. Appreciating the Saudi initia-
tive to convene the Extraordinary
Session of the OIC Council of For-
eign Ministers on the humanitarian
situation in Afghanistan, the Prime
Minister expressed the hope that the
world would not repeat the mistake
of disengaging with Afghanistan.
He wurged the international com-
munity to support the vulnerable
people of Afghanistan. To alleviate
the sufferings of the Afghan people,
the Prime Minister highlighted that

Continued on Page 06

tions and hopes for stability, decent liv-
ing and prosperity.” Taha said, “The OIC
is ready to carry out a follow-up of the
outcome and to play its role in support-
ing humanitarian action in coordination
with the relevant OIC missions and relief
agencies across the Muslim world,” he
said. Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu, who spoke on behalf of OIC
Asia Group, said the solidarity with the
Afghan people was OIC countries’ moral
obligation and religious duty.

He said the OIC should play a leading role
in mobilizing international support for the
Afghan people and called for a coordinat-
ed mechanism for supporting the Afghan
people. The Turkish foreign minister also
urged the world to support Pakistan’s
efforts and called the establishment of a

Trust by the Islamic Development Bank a
step in the right direction.

Mevlut Cavusoglu also underscored the
need for enhanced engagement with the
Taliban to achieve peace and stability in
Afghanistan, adding that the inclusive
government and respect for women’s
rights would increase the legitimacy of
the Afghan government.
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitar-
ian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordi-
nator Martin Griffiths said Afghanistan’s
economy was now in free fall and if we
do not act decisively and with compas-
sion, this fall will pull down the entire
population with it. Martin Griffiths said
the need for liquidity and stabilization of

Continued on Page 06

Joint Declaration of OIC
Conference Islamabad

The resolution calls upon the Islamic
Development Bank to expeditiously
operationalize the Humanitarian Trust
Fund by the first quarter of the next year

ALl FuroaN

ISLAMABAD: The extraordinary session of the OIC Council of Foreign Ministers
in Islamabad on Sunday unanimously passed a resolution, envisaging establish-
ment of a Humanitarian Trust Fund to serve as a vehicle to channel humanitar-
ian assistance to Afghanistan including in partnership with other international
actors. The resolution calls upon the Islamic Development Bank to expeditiously
operationalize the Humanitarian Trust Fund by the first quarter of the next year.
The OIC, through its resolution, called on the OIC Member States, the Islam-
ic Financial Institutions, donors and other international partners to announce
pledges to the Humanitarian Trust Fund for Afghanistan as well as to provide
humanitarian assistance to Afghanistan. Taking into consideration financial con-
straints of Afghanistan, the forum called for unfreezing Afghanistan’s financial
assets to prevent an economic collapse and help revive the economic activity.

The OIC decided that a process will be commenced with the UN system or-
ganizations to devise a road map for mobilizing actions at the relevant fora to
unlock the financial and banking channels to resume liquidity and flow of fi-
nancial and humanitarian assistance. The organization also decided to launch
an Afghanistan Food Security Programme, urging the Islamic Organization for
Food Security to undertake necessary work in this regard. It decided to appoint
a special OIC envoy on Afghanistan to coordinate aid and assistance efforts, and
pursue economic and political engagement with the country. It was agreed that
the OIC will play a leading role in the delivery of humanitarian and develop-
ment aid to the people of Afghanistan. The forum stressed for engaging with
donor financial institutions to provide necessary humanitarian and economic
assistance to Afghanistan as well as Afghan refugees in neighbouring countries.

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan proposes mechanism for support for Afghanistan
The foreign minister called for increasing the investment, bilaterally or through

MAHNOOR ANSAR

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Sunday
proposed a six-point strategy for ad-
dressing Afghanistan’s humanitarian
crisis, food security and economic re-
vival besides the institutional capaci-
ty building to counter-terrorism. The
foreign minister, also chair of the ses-
sion, in his opening address at the 17th
Extraordinary Session of the Council
of Foreign Ministers of Organization
of Islamic Cooperation, started here,
proposed for creating a vehicle within
the OIC countries to bring a sustained
humanitarian and financial support.

Convened by Saudi Arabia as OIC chair
and hosted by Pakistan to discuss the
Afghanistan humanitarian crisis, the
session is being attended by around 20
foreign ministers, 10 deputy foreign
ministers and 70 delegates. The for-
eign minister called for increasing the
investment, bilaterally or through OIC

OIC platform in the edu

!

platform in the education and skill train-
ing of Afghan youth. He proposed the es-
tablishment of an experts’ group of OIC
and UN to consider ways and means to
ensure the revival of the legitimate bank-
ing service in the war-torn country. The
foreign minister also called enhanced en-
gagement with Afghanistan to fulfill the
international community’s expectations
for bringing political and social inclusiv-
ity besides ensuring respect for human
rights particularly women’s rights.

Pak at forefront
in helping
Afghanistan

KHAYAM ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Min-
ister of State for
Information and
Broadcasting  Far-

rukh Habib said on '
Sunday Pakistan has always been at
the forefront in helping neighbour-
ing Islamic country Afghanistan.
Talking to media before start of Ex-
traordinary meeting of the Council
of OIC Foreign Ministers he said Pa-
kistan has been hosting 4 million Af-
ghan refugees since many decades.
After 41 years, an extraordinary

Continued on Page 06

World should
fund Afghan
education, health

SHAHEEN HANIF

ISLAMABAD: Minis-
ter for Information
and  Broadcasting h
Chaudhry Fawad =8,
said on Sunday that P
if the international community was
not willing to politically recognise
the Afghan government it should at
least directly spend on education,
health and food sectors to avert any
crisis. In a special media talk he said
Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) Foreign Ministers’ Conference
was a major moot on Afghanistan.

Continued on Page 06

cation and skill training of Afghan youth

He commended Saudi Arabia for conven-
ing the session as OIC chair and trust-
ing Pakistan to host the extraordinary
moot. Besides other delegates, he also
welcomed the Secretary-General OIC for
rapid mobilization and arrangements for
the session on short notice.

He said the gathering of OIC leaders at
the short notice also reaffirmed their
commitment to address the humanitar-
ian situation in Afghanistan.

Calling it a matter of survival, the foreign
minister said over half of the Afghan
population faced food shortage, which
made the population of two-thirds UN
member states. He said Pakistan had
hosted an OIC session on Afghanistan
in 1980 and after 41 years, Pakistan
was obliged to host another session on
the humanitarian crisis in same country
as the sufferings of the Afghan people
had not ended. Qureshi referred to the
World Food Program, which warned that

Continued on Page 06
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Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 0334-5421812

Airlines
TurkishAirlines......8494949

Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police  Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi......... 9270601-20

Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIACargo............... 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA....ooiiiriis 9281092

Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666
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Departments

9221334-43
9208301-04
........... 9250360-6
5555864

....................... 5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

E

Complaints

Water Tanker Service
E-7,F10 &F-11......9204654
G-5,G-6,G-7,G-8....9203883
G9, G110, G111, G112,
[ < TR 9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Islamabad
Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224
Potohar Town......... 9209224
Rawal Town............. 5773343

Wasa Water Tank

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125

EZE=\\omen MPs foresee posit

outcomes of OIC moot

The women members of the National Assembly showed their optimism that hosting
such an important gathering of OIC after over 40 years was an honour for country

StaFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The wom-
en parliamentarians on
Sunday expressed the con-
fidence over the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) saying the ongoing
17th extraordinary session
of the Council of Foreign
Ministers would yield pos-
itive results and ensure
proper humanitarian and
relief assistance to the
people of landlocked neigh-
bouring country.

After attending the inau-

gural session of the moot
attended by the Foreign
Ministers of members,
delegates, internation-
al observers and media,
the women members of
the National Assembly
showed their optimism
that hosting such an im-
portant gathering of OIC
after over 40 years was an
honour for the country.

“The statements and
stance given at the special
session showed that there
would be a road map by
evening for averting seri-
ous looming humanitarian

crisis in Afghanistan,” said
Parliamentary Secretary
for Law and Justice Barris-
ter Maleeka Bokhari while
talking to media.

She said the way Pakistan
was taking steps for peo-
ple of Afghanistan sent
a message to the Afghan
brethren that Pakistani na-
tion stood by them in this
hour of need. Bokhari said
it was collective responsi-
bility of the all to rebuild
war affected country.
Parliamentary ~ Secretary
for Planning, Development
and Special Initiatives Kan-

wal Shauzab said that after
attending the inaugural ses-
sion she felt that there has
been a consensus among the
Muslim Ummah over carry-
ing out immediate relief ac-
tivities in Afghanistan. She
reiterated Prime Minister’s
call to the world of delinking
the current regime in Af-
ghanistan with its population
which was facing extreme
hunger, harsh cold weather
and economic crisis.

Minister of State for Cli-
mate Change Zartaj Gul
said that Prime Minister
Imran Khan was the true

leader of Muslim Ummah
as he has been presenting
the case of Afghan people
in befitting way. Currently,
Pakistan is the only region-
al country which has been
providing humanitarian
assistance to the people of
Afghanistan, she added.

She said unstable Afghani-
stan would have serious im-
pact not only on the region
but on the entire world.

Parliamentary  Secretary
for Commerce Alya Hamza
Malik said, “Today, every
Pakistani is feeling proud
of Prime Minister Imran

Khan who has perfectly
highlighted the problems
of Afghan people at the
special conference.”

She said the world should
respond to Prime Minister
Imran Khan’s call for un-
freezing bank accounts of
Afghan government at the
earliest.

Alya Malik said Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan was the
leader of the entire Muslim
Ummah as he did not only
raised issues of Afghani-
stan’s people rather also
mentioned Kashmir and
Palestine Issues.
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ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister of Jordan in a meeting with Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi. — DNA

RWMC
sets up cell
to resolve

complaints

RAWALPINDI: A special
grievance cell has been set
up for the immediate re-
dressal of Rawalpindi Waste
Management Company
sanitary staffs’ complaints.
In a statement on Sunday,
MD RWMC Awais Manzoor
Tarar said the protection of
sanitary workers was the
top priority as they carried
out their responsibilities
during any emergencies.
He said the Punjab gov-
ernment had issued guide-
lines to ensure the safety
of sanitary workers, which
were being carried out in
letter and spirit during du-
ties. Awais informed that
the sanitary workers had
provided warm clothing
and shoes for carrying out
cleanliness work, keeping in
view the prevailing cold sea-
son. He said that steps were
being taken to improve the
sanitation situation of all
Union Councils and Tehsils
Rawalpindi district after the
expiration of the agreement
with Albayrak. — DNA

NUSHWA SHARIF
AND ARrR00J 1QBAL

HE heads of true Muslims in
general and that of Pakistan-
is in particular always bow

down in disgrace and shame when-
ever some odd happens at the hands
of religious bigots and orthodox. The
recent lynching tragedy of Sialkot led
to the dismay and serious concerns
over misrepresented Shariah on the
rights of minorities in Pakistan.

The moral principles,as defined in
Islam and as duly to be enjoyed by
the legal citizens of Pakistan,are
oftenwrongly conceptualized and
manipulated. Under such situation,
perception dominates the truth and
thus causes graverepercussionon
the cultural fabric of society. Being
an Islamic state, the Constitution
of Pakistan ensures safety, securi-
ty and protection of all faiths and
religions in order to minimize the
consistent discrimination.

In reality, Islam, as a religion of
peace, condemns acts of violence
and extremist behavior on the part
of its followers. Islamic history is the
witness of this fact as many Islamic
states demonstrated peace and har-
\mony in their governance system.

' Rights of Minorities in Islam:
Lesson learning from history

The city state of Madinah belonged
to a diverse population in terms of
religion, caste, creed and culture. It
was a miracle that the genertaions
of “period of ignorance” learnt to
live in peace. Moreover, during the
Conquest of Makkah at the time of
the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.W), in the
8th year after Migration, it was an-
nounced as ‘Yaumul Marhamah’ (Day
of Mercy) for the non-believers. Such
was the exemplary gesture of the
Prophet Muhammad (S.A.W.W) to-
wards those who physically and men-
tally tortured him. Yet centuries later,
an act of brutal violence, witnessed
by many, became a debatable issue.
Furthermore, in the Caliphate Period,
rulers like Hazrat Umer Farooq (R.A)
and Hazrat Usman (R.A) established
peace and protection for religious mi-
norities as citizens of Islamic empire.
Every individual’s needs were met and
honored irrespective of the question
of faith. While the Abbasid Caliphate
progressed as the golden time period
of Islam, the concept of a pluralistic
society was observed to be coexisting,
as the right of freedom to practice and
propagate religion was secured.

In this regard, trials of justice were
also held by the judicial systems.
The manifestation of peace, safety
and protection as citizens of Paki-

stan should be implemented to all
religious groups, beyond bigotry,
taking in the model of Islamic em-
pire as a whole itself.
History leaves an important lesson
for all of us to learn that it was al-
ways Islam that saved us from any
oddities of life; not Muslims who
have ever saved Islam. Islam being
complete code of life is the real sav-
iour of humanity in all complexities
of individual’s life and that of the civil
society. So, it has inherent character-
istics of making peace, progress and
prosperity. The problem lies in some
of the half-hearted and hard-hearted
followers who misinterpret the love
and peace narratives of Islam just for
their petty benefits.
The Muslims who are snatching the
rights of minorities are going against
the true spirit of Islam and the Con-
stitution of Pakistan. We must keep
this aspect in mind that whenever the
fundamental rights of minorities are
subjugated, it is not the Islam that is
problematic rather it is the orthodoxy
of bigots that deteriorate the image
of religion. Such orthodoxy should al-
ways be condemned at mass level for
the sake of dignity of humanity.

The writers are Graduating

ISLAMABAD: The National
Transmission and Despatch
Company Limited (NTDC)
is expanding its infrastruc-
ture by constructing trans-
mission lines and grid sta-
tions to meet the growing
demand of electricity across
the country expeditiously.
In order to check the pro-
gress of the 500 kV substa-
tion Faisalabad West and
220 KV Lalian grid station,
the Managing Director
NTDC Engr. Manzoor Ah-
mad visited both sites of
grid stations on Sunday,
said a press release.

During the visit MD NTDC
was apprised that overall 80
percent construction work of
the 500 kV Faisalabad West
Grid Station and around 60
percent work on 220 kV La
lian Grid Station near Chiniot
has been completed so far.
The MD NTDC inspected
and had detailed coordination
meeting with NTDC team
and Contractors of both the
projects and directed them
to speed up the pace of work
through close collaboration to
meet the stringent timelines.

from Air University,
Islamabad, Pakistany

Low gas pressure

Irks residents

Pressure was so low in some other localities that
residents could only see a tiny flame in their stove

RAWALPINDI: Low gas pressure
continued to bother the cit-
izens, especially in morn-
ing hours where most
vicinities were getting low
gas pressure. People re-
siding in Jamia Masjid,
Waris Khan, Akal
Garh, Dhoke Dalal,
Karimpura, Commit-
tee Chowk, Dhoke
Khaba, Umer Road,
Dhoke Elahi  Bukush,
Nadeem Colony, Arya
Mohallah,  Pirwadhai,
Adiala Road, Bakra Man-
di, Dhoke Syedan, Tench Bhatta,

Sadigabad, Muslim Town, Shah Khalid
Colony, Pandora and Shah Khalid Colony
and others were facing difficulties due to
low gas pressure. The residents of these
areas said that the pressure of the gas be-
ing supplied was shallow. The pressure
was so low in some other localities that the

prepare

residents could only see a tiny flame in
their stove. Amna Bibi, a housewife,
said people were facing
problems because of the
department’s inefficien-
cy. “We pay gas bills every
month, but in every win-
ter we have to face dif-
ficulties. We cannot
breakfast,
lunch and dinner for
our family members,”
she added. Meanwhile,
Sui Northern Gas Pipelines
(SNGPL) finally had decid-
ed to launch a crackdown
on the consumers using gas
compressors. The SNGPL spokesman
informed APP that teams had been consti-
tuted to launch a crackdown against those
depriving their neighbours of gas by gas
compressors. He said there was no gas
shortage; however, there was a dire need
to stop unlawful practices. — APP

Engr. Manzoor Ahmad said
that 500 kV grid station

NTDC accelerates
work on grid stations

Faisalabad West is being
constructed with the cost
of Rs. 9379 million spread
over 90 acres of land.

Two transformers of 750
MVA and 3 transformers of
250MVA will be installed at
the Grid Station. Construction
work on 40 km associated 220
kV transmission line is also
underway. It is pertinent to
note that two 500kV transmis-
sion lines for said grid station
have already been completed
and energized.

However, 220 kV grid sta-
tion Lalian is being con-
structed with a cost of Rs
360.77 million. The MD
NTDC directed to complete
220 kV Lalian Grid Station
before coming summers.
The projects will strength-
en transmission network
of both NTDC and FESCO
and will help to address
the issues of overloading,
low voltage and forced load
shedding in FESCO region.
The completion of the pro-
ject will facilitate and help
to tackle the increasing
demand of electricity of do-
mestic, industrial, commer-
cial and agri consumers of
FESCO. - APP

IESCO issues
power
suspension
programme

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Electric Supply Company
(IESCO) on Sunday issued
a power suspension pro-
gramme for Monday for vari-
ous areas of its region due to
necessary maintenance and
routine development work.

According to IESCO Spokes-
man, the power supply of
different feeders and grid
stations would remain sus-
pended for the period from
09:00 am to 02:00 pm Jail
Park, Makkah Chowk, MES,
Bostan Road, Sector-4,
Jhangi, EME Complex, P&T
Winnipeg, Dhok Awan, Zaraj
Housing Scheme, New Ra-
wat, Bhara. Kahu, T&T, Ath-
al, Angoori, Treat, Golf City,
Shehgan, Adiala Jail, Shah-
pur, Khasala, Chawa Syedan
Shah, New Rawat, Man-
soor Shaheed, Nara, Abrar
Shaheed, Kambili Sadiq,
Fazal Ahmad Shaheed, New
Chawa, Ghazni Khan, Thac-
keray, RTM, KTM, Coral,
F-6/2, Sohdran, Club-1,
CDA Flats, Chara, F-10/4,
G-10/1, NPCC-II, 1 -10 / 1,
G-11/4, F-11 Tower, T&T,
Sunny Bank, Cecil, Ghadiyal,
Upper Topa, Tret, Tamasa-
mabad, City, Jinnah Road,
Dhok Hasso, Khayaban Sir
Syed, Abu Bakar, Kataria,
Faizabad, Nora Road, Peo-
ple’s Colony, Misryal Road,
NRC, Amir Hamza Colony,
Bajniyal, Azizabad, Pind
Hoon, Bank Road-1, Tipu
Road, Rehmatabad-1, Swan
Garden-ll, Murree Brew-
ery, Khadim Hussain Road,
Shahpur, Sarai Kharboza,
Kala Khan, Hazro, D Hook
Fateh, Fawara Chowk, Man-
sar, Shahnaka, Vesa, Soni,
Beatot, Mort, Rata Feeders,
From 08:00 a.m. to 05:00 pm
Bathar Feeder, From 09:00
a.m. to 4:.00 p.m. Commer-
cial Center, Farooq Azam,
Fourth Road, E-Block, Sha-
heed M. Deen, Abu Bakr, Ab-
dul Rehman, Beatoot, Kas-
ran, Chhaji Mar Feeders and
surrounding areas.— APP

Health Card

iIn Rwp from

Jan 22: CEO
Health

RAWALPINDI: Chief Exec-
utive Officer (CEOQ) District
Health Authority Dr Faiza
Kanwal has said that the Se-
hat Insaf card Programme
was a revolutionary step of
the present government to
provide better healthcare to
people. She talked to APP
and informed that health
cards would be started in
the Rawalpindi division
from January 22.

The CEO said that up to Rs
1 million treatments would
be provided to the cardhold-
er. Faiza said the card would
be given to the family head
and added that it would be
provided per the National
Data Base Registration Au-
thority”s record.

The health officer said that
the five-day anti-polio cam-
paign, which began in the
entire district, including
cantonment boards areas on
December 13, has been ex-
tended for one day to reach
thousands of children who
remained unattended or
their parents refused to ad-
minister polio drops during
the campaign.

She informed that around
25 thousand children below
five years of age had missed
the immunization while 99
per cent target of the drive
had been achieved. - APP

State Bank of Pakistan
{ )

State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), the Central Bank, is looking for young, talented and energetic
candidates for the following contractual positions based at Karachi:

Department

Positions

Digital Innovation & Settlements

API Architect

Database Administrator

Software Engineer

Application Procedure

For details about the eligibility criteria including qualification, experience and job
description of positions, please visit http:

www.sbp.org.pk/careers.

Interested candidates meeting the above mentioned eligibility criteria may submit their applications online on
https: //www.sbp.org.pk/careers/status.asp. The system generated application form may be shared through
surface mail addressed to Joint Director, Resource Management, HRD, State Bank of Pakistan, 10th Floor, SBP
Main Building, LI. Chundrigar Road, Karachi. Last date of application submission is January 3, 2022.
Applications not on prescribed format will be disregarded. Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.

We are an Equal Opportunity Employer. Females & Transgender persons are encouraged to apply
Misinformation and any attempt to influence the selection process will be considered a definite disqualification for current
as well as for all future recruitments in the Bank, even if the candidate is otherwise qualified.

PID K 1698/
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Rupee sinks lower

OW that every thing that could possibly halt the

slide of the rupee has been tried and found want-

ing, the state bank is finally expected to stop its
spin and put all facts in the open. From blaming previous
administrations to the post-Covid demand surge to assur-
ances that all will be well soon; the people have been led to
believe just about everything. The last ray of hope was pro-
vided by the Saudi decision to lend us some more money,
but since neither that nor even the staff level agreement
with the IMF has been able to put a floor under the rupee,
it seems central bank’s excuses, just like the people’s pa-
tience, have run out.
People, especially businesses, would also like to know about
the immediate and medium-term future. The rupee is col-
lapsing just when imports are rising and the current account
is imploding, which means more dollars will be needed with
time to finance record imports. And since that the epic ru-
pee collapse is making that more and more difficult with
each passing week, what are producers who rely on imports
for their own exports, and therefore the government’s rev-
enue, supposed to do? So far looking to the state bank has
been not just a waste of time, but also a very big financial
folly. For, each time businesses relied on its assurances they
ended up getting their fingers burnt.
It’s very unfortunate that the central bank is behaving in such
a manner just when everybody is lobbying for its sovereign-
ty. For a heavily indebted country whose finances are always
at the mercy of foreign lenders, giving complete freedom to
the central bank and handing it over to somebody who has
been leased from just those lenders, is already fraught with
risks. It’s also very strange that the government hasn’t no-
ticed just how much the state bank’s silence has made the
whole situation worse. The people deserve clarity, and it is
the central bank’s duty to provide it. And if it can’t do its
basic job, perhaps it needs some fine-tuning itself.
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The Iran deadlock

T is not surprising that Iran’s response to any of the

Western powers on a nuclear deal is less than friendly.

The seventh round of talks in Vienna to restore Iran’s
2015 nuclear deal has ended and the negotiating world pow-
ers are not close to an agreement.
Why should the global community have seen this coming?
Firstly, there is the evident fact that Iran’s government has
seen a major change. There has been the arrival of a new
government in Iran, which is markedly different; the new
President Ebrahim Raisi is reported to be more conserva-
tive and hardline than the previous Rouhani government.
The Raisi foreign policy was always expected to be firmer
and more unforgiving.
Secondly, world powers must also be cognisant of the fact
that what is happening on the diplomatic stage with other
countries affects any potential transactions in the region.
Escalations of the European Union and the US with Russia
or China are bound to have an impact on Iran’s approach
towards reconciliation over nuclear matters.
The result is the current scenario. Talks have come to a stale
point, with both sides frustrated. The Iranian side, aggravat-
ed by US’ initial betrayal and the developments occurring in
the region, wants significant changes to the agreement and
lifting of all sanctions.
The UK, France and Germany, also representing the US,
have adopted a more rigid position, asking Tehran to return
to the original deal. Iran has granted repaired cameras at
nuclear facilities, but the European powers expect that the
programme is at its most advanced stage.
What is missing most is an inherent lack of trust between
the parties. If the EU wants Iran to back down this, it should
consider the carrot approach, rather than the stick, which
has been shown to fail. The EU must also bring the US back
to the fold and look to ease some sanctions to allow for more
trust by Iran, and rather the whole region, to be built.

Transgender;

Azerbaljan — a tourist hub

Nabya Shahid

There are multiple
reasons to visit this
place. | recently visited
Baku and was greatly
touched by its grandeur
and rich cultural and
historical heritage

RAVEL and tourism continue to be one of

the most critical sectors for economic de-

velopment and for sustaining employment
globally. Tourism and economic development of
a country are deeply related to one another. No
country can progress if its travel and tourism in-
dustry is not progressing. Azerbaijan has proved
to be one of the progressive countries. Azerbai-
jan tourism has been increased immensely dur-
ing past few years. Tourism will always be prom-
ising engine for economic development.
During my recent trip to Azerbaijan, | asked the
Ambassador of Pakistan to Azerbaijan Bilal Hay-
ee the main reason behind increased tourism in
Azerbaijan during recent years.
He abruptly replied, tourism of any country
mainly depends on its perception regarding safe-
ty and security in the eyes of the outer world.
Azerbaijan has improved its tourism keeping in
view the same two factors. The number of tour-
ists in Azerbaijan is much greater than the total
population of this country. Azerbaijan’s main
priority happens to be the safety and security
of their tourists. The tourists are certain that
no unfortunate incident would take place with
them in Azerbaijan. Mr. Ambassador said if a
person loses his phone and comes back look-
ing for it the next day, he would find his phone
lying on the same place. He appreciated Azer-
baijani Police efforts in making the country a
secured place to live and visit.
What makes Azerbaijan a tourism destination?
When we talk about tourism, Baku, the Capital of
Azerbaijan is the first place that strikes our mind.
There are multiple reasons to visit this place. |
recently visited Baku and was greatly touched
by its grandeur and rich cultural and historical
heritage. My memories of Azerbaijan are windy,
beautiful and magical. Baku has a lot to lure tour-

ists both from within and without the country
however | would only discuss only a few of the
main tourist attractions.

1) Maiden Tower

It is the 12th century Landmark that is located in
the Old City in Shirvanshahs’ palace. This Tower
is listed in United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization UNESCO. It was Azer-
baijan’s victory Day when | Visited Maiden Tow-
er. After liberating illegal territories from Arme-
nia 8th Nov Marks the victory Day for Azerbaijan.
2) Heydar Aliyev Centre

It is located in Baku, which was planned by Iraqgi
British Designer named Zaha Hadid. The sharp
points and bends make this unique. The avenue
was named after HeydarAliyev as as he is the Na-
tional Leader of Azerbaijan

3) Azerbaijan Carpet Museum

Azerbaijan Carpet Museum is certainly consid-
ered one amongthe biggest carpet museums with
inside the entire world. Visiting this place, you’ll
be to witness a hugevariety of weaving patterns
and substances from diverse ages. The museum
is like home to a hugevariety of pottery and steel
works that date back to the 14th century in addi-
tion to from the Bronze Age.

4) The Caspian Sea

Caspian Sea happens to be one of largest inland
waterway located at the intersection of Europe
and Asia. Caspian Sea covers 386,400 square
kilometers area. There are multiple hotels
and buildings that enjoy most iconic sea view
throughout the day. It stretches for about 12,000
KM from North to south. The Residents of Azer-
baijan takes it as ocean because of it salty water.
5) Baku Seaside Park

Baku Seaside Park is a place you would never want
to miss in Azerbaijan. It is also known as National
Park, which was built in 1909.1t is basically a pave-
ment that is setup alongside the seafront of Baku.
National Park is considered as most relaxing place
for residents as well as tourists visiting Azerbaijan.
6) Nizami Street

I used to call Nizami Street “Eye Candy”. It is
a whole street of shopping and delicious food.
Whatever your heart desires, you find it on Nizami
Street. The main shopping area starts at Fountain
square, and it’s a hotspot of clothes, shoes and jew-
ellery.While shopping is considered to be the prin-
ciple activity on Nizami Street, its Architecture is
also one of the huge attractions Draw.

7) Ismailiyya Palace

This is one of the most visited historical places in
Baku that’s also serves as academy of sciences.
It is located in the central uptown part of cap-
itol city of Azerbaijan- Baku. The construction
of this building started in 1908 and was complet-
ed in 1913, after the construction of this palace,
conferences , meetings and congresses have held
within this building’s white stone Assembly Hall.
What FOOD TO Eat in Azerbaijan

It's been almost a month | have consumed Azeri
food, but its taste is still fresh in my mouth and
memory. | can still smell the enriched dishes and
quote full ingredients of any Azeri dish. Azer-
baijan food is known for their abundant use of
seasonal vegetable and greens such as eggplant,

tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, radishes and cab-
bage with a side of meant like chicken, beef or
lamb. Spices and herbs are difference makers.
Mint coriander, dill, leek, tarragon,thyme, green
onion and parsley are majorly used in Azeri food.
1) Qutab

Qutab is to Azerbaijan what Pizza is to Italians.
Itis thinly rolled dough which is filled with meat,
herbs, cheese, onions and chest nuts. Its special-
ty lies in the way it’s cooked. It is cooked on a
sadj— which is a flat pan made of Iron. It has to
be rolled evenly before putting in so the falling
doesn't fall off.

2) Lavangi

I couldn’t get my hand off Lavangi. Lavangi is
Azeri’s Favourite Snack. Which is a stuffed chick-
en or fish (whatever you prefer ) with walnuts,
onions and plumpaste . Lavanga is made in Tan-
door, the flame of which cooks it from all sides
and makes it tender.

3) Dushbara

I had Dushbara on way back from Karabagh , they
are like Russian Dumplings which are very tiny
in size and stays at the bottom of bowl. The size
of dushbara makes this dish unique as they say
a good cook is capable of fitting atleast 12 du-
shbara in spoon. These mini dumpling are then
boiled in water and served with mint or vinegar
infused with Garlic

4) Kebab

If you have ever exited Azerbaijan without trying
their kebab you should go back immediately for
those kebabs. They have Kebabs in a lot of vari-
ety. Some are lamb or beef kebab, others with
chicken and Fish kebab.

4) Pakhlava

Pakhlava, also called Baklava, originates in the
Middle East. The multi-layered sweet pastry
stuffed with nuts and flooded with syrup makes
a scrumptious treat. Locals eat Pakhlava during
Novruz, the Iranian New Year in March, to cele-
brate the coming of spring.

5) Azerbaijan jam

Visit an Azeri home and you’ll immediately have a
cup of tea in front of you and see large jars of jam
on the table. Local women create the jam from var-
ious fruits, walnuts and occasionally rose petals.
6) Sherbet

A favourite drink in Azerbaijan is sherbet, made
from boiled water, lemon and sugar. Either try
the milk or fruit sherbet, which comes with ice,
making a refreshing drink.

7) Black tea

Black tea deserves a special mention as tea plays
an integral part of Azerbaijan’s culture and tradi-
tions. Locals drink it with most meals, following
an ancient ritual passed down from one genera-
tion to the next.

Why, Azerbaijan ?

Mostly , people do not have mind on Azerbaijan while
planning their vacations , however Azerbaijan has re-
stored and reconstructed itself a lot and has a lot to
offer now. Azerbaijan is a must-visit place for people
who want to take long walk through history and sea-
side and do not want a lot of people around. Azerbai-
jan is not a crowded country; it gives you your space
to breathe pure wind and relax your mind.

Saudi Arabia imitating UAE’s
economic ideas

Maheen Cheema

This country since long
has an oil-based economy
with almost 16% of the
total petroleum reserves
of the world and hence
is the largest exporter
of oil as well. 90% of the
export earnings comes
from oil export
and makes up about
87% of the country’s
budget revenue

AUDI Arabia in recent times is moving
towards tourism and technology-based
economy to attract not just Muslims but
also the non-Muslims from all around the world
to their country to explore and to invest. With
the Vision 2030, Saudi Arabia is striving hard

to find new ways to contribute to the future of
their economic sector somewhat similar to what

UAE have done. This country since long has an
oil-based economy with almost 16% of the total
petroleum reserves of the world and hence is
the largest exporter of oil as well. 90% of the ex-
port earnings comes from oil export and makes
up about 87% of the country’s budget revenue.
Other than this as it houses the two holy Muslim
places, it generates revenue from this sector as
well as millions of Muslims visit Saudi Arabia
each year for either Haj or Umrah. In 2019, an
estimated number of 2.5 million Muslims visit-
ed Saudi Arabia for just Haj alone.

With concerns in mind, Saudi Arabia is trying
to replicate what UAE did years ago. UAE, es-
pecially Dubai, Abu Dhabi, and Sharjah, with
time have also shifted towards from petrole-
um-based economy to other alternate areas
for revenue generation. Most prominent have
been the initiatives taken to boost tourism and
have created attraction for business by nation-
al and international companies.

From malls to luxury hotels to man-made islands,
UAE has taken every step to bring in internation-
al visitors each year in thousands of numbers be-
cause this country provides a lifestyle especially
to the elite class. It is not just the rich that are
attracted to this country, they also offer opportu-
nities to the labour class of the developing coun-
tries to come and work there with a handsome
amount of salary. Dubai in particular is working
extremely hard to attract more and more tourists
and private companies to their city.

Basically, the reason behind UAE’s growing
attention towards tourism and business econo-
my is mainly because of the fact that they have
come to realize that oil would not remain forev-
er for them to export to earn. So, to survive it
is extremely necessary that they find alternate
sources to contribute to their economy be-
cause the day oil reserves dry out their impor-
tance in the international arena would come to
an end and their economy would plunge down
finding hard to survive then.

Also, even if this resource has not dried out,
the fluctuation of prices of petroleum in inter-
national market always have an impact directly
on oil-based economies and especially when
the Arab region is unstable for years, a little
incident impacts the oil prices at international
level occasionally. So, these constant ups and
downs in the market cannot be afforded by a
state every now and then.

This same realization is coming in Saudi
Arabia as well now because they now know
that for the survival of their country in
future, they need to look for other areas
to attract revenue or else the country may
plunge into darkness.

The steps Saudi Arabia is taking currently seems
that they are becoming the next UAE in few
years to come with foreign visitors flocking in
to see what this country has to offer, and more
and more private companies would develop their
businesses here to pool in more revenue.

A lesson from the Past

Munaza Kazmi

Sex work and
begging have.
been outlawed in
Pakistan, while
dance rituals are
seen by religious
authorities as un-
Islamic. Hence, you
can imagine how
difficult it would be
to survive. Needless
to say, here are a few
transgenders with
formal qualifications,
who are often used
for showcasing
by local NGOs,to
project diversity to
international donor
~agencies while
in reality, they still
face discrimination

HE word “transgender” - or
trans — is an umbrella term for
people whose gender identity is

different from the sex assigned to them
at birth. Although the word “transgen-
der” and the modern definition of it only
came into use in the late 20th century,
however people who would fit under this
definition have existed in every culture
throughout recorded history.

Around the world Transgenders are the
most deprived community. The God’s cre-
ation to whom we consider as lowly and
second rate, without realizing. However,in
theory, Pakistan has progressive laws that
protect trans rights and had recognized
transgender to be the third gender in 2009,
which is a milestone in South Asia.
Historical references to the gender-diverse
community go back thousands of years in
South Asia, thou Pakistan is one of only 12
countries in the world that recognizes trans-
gender identity on national ID cards. More-
over, Pakistani apex court ordered that
transgender must be counted separately
in the census of 2017, and separate column
was made for the said purpose.

These people come from all walks of life.
They are parents, siblings, and kids. They
are your coworkers, your neighbors, and
perhaps your friends. They are 7-year-old
children and 70-year-old grandparents. They
are a diverse community, representing all
racial and ethnic backgrounds, as well as all
faith traditions.

According to a recent study, total transgen-
der population of Pakistan is 10,418. Out
of which 8.3% are living in KP, 0.25% are

living in FATA, 64.39% are living in Punjab,
24.25% are living in Sindh, 1.04% are living
in Balochistan, and 1.27% in the federal cap-
ital territory.

However, these unfortunate people are
often disowned by their families and live
together in communities, usually led by a
Guru, into a life of misery.Exclusion from
education means that 42% of the communi-
ty is illiterate, and employment is heavily
focused on three specific jobs. According
to 2016 study, 51% of trans people’s overall
income comes from dancing, 15% from sex
work and 12% from begging.

Sex work and begging have been outlawed
in Pakistan, while dance rituals are seen by
religious authorities as un-Islamic. Hence,
you can imagine how difficult it would be
to survive. Needless to say, here are a few
transgenders with formal qualifications,
who are often used for showcasing by local
NGOs,to project diversity to international
donor agencies while in reality, they still
face discrimination. My readers would now
be thinking that issuing of some regulato-
ry act from the United Nations or NGO of
some Gora would do the magic. However,
let me introduce you to our glorious past.
The Dutch merchant Francisco Pelsaert,
during his visit to the Mughal court in the
17th century, made a surprising discovery,
that of the prestige and power enjoyed by
the third gender, or eunuchs in the imperial
household. “They can get whatever they de-
sire- fine horses to ride, servants to attend
them outside, and female slaves inside the
house, clothes as fine and smart as those of
their master himself,” he is noted to have
written in his travelogue. The elevated stat-
ure of eunuchs during the Mughal era has
been documented for years by foreign trav-
elers and historians. “Even the stigmatized
community of hijras in India today seem
to carry something of the special powers,
the baraka, of the eunuchs of earlier times,
and they invoke Mughal eunuchs as their
ancestors,” writes historian Ruby Lal in her
article ‘Harem and eunuchs: Liminality and
networks of Mughal authority’.

Later, with the decline of the Mughal Em-
pire and the advent of British Raj, their in-
fluence waned. In 1871, the colonial power
introduced the Criminal Tribes Act (CTC).
It required registration and control of eu-
nuchs. Colonial law deprived eunuchs of
their primary source of income and any
kind of rights. It pushed them further into
poverty and social exclusion. According to
English understanding, there were only two
sexes. Homosexuals were criminalized too.
If anyone can learn anything from the
brief history | referred. We are a prom-
ising nation, we had the magnificent of
emperies, our faith, our laws and our edu-
cation outshined the world, only we have
been misled by the west.

On my recent visit to Azad Kashmir, | saw
a beautiful such example, an eunuch was
having a Chicken Tikka stall in the market;
I really wanted to click a photo of him but
I never wanted him to think him as an al-
ien, hence | watched him in pleasure and
thought what if these fellows of us can open-
ly work and have education in our colleges
and universities, they could not only earn a
living for them but can revive the glorious
history. They can share the burden of the
economy by becoming a solid pillar.
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OIC calls
for unified
actionon
Afghanistan

From Pace 01
the banking system was now
urgent to save the lives of
the Afghan people as well as
enable humanitarian organi-
zations to respond. He said
the UN stands firmly with
the OIC in its efforts to con-
tribute to the humanitarian
endeavor. Chairman Islamic
Development Bank Muham-
mad Sulaiman Al Jasser said
that immediate humanitar-
ian relief to Afghanistan is
essential to build a founda-
tion for economic recovery
and development.
He said there was a need
for medium to long-term
engagement to promote
self-reliance and devel-
opment beyond immedi-
ate humanitarian relief
through reconstruction
activities.The  Chairman
Islamic Development Bank
also emphasized the need
for the development of ag-
riculture sector in Afghan-
istan to ensure food secu-
rity and poverty reduction.
Foreign Minister of Jordan
Ayman Safadi emphasized
the need for rebuilding
and reconstructing efforts
for peace and stability in
Afghanistan.
He said choice was clear as
all the Muslim world should
together protect Afghan
people as half of the popu-
lation was under threat. He
said it was a time to take the
right decision and achieve
the shared goals. Minister
for Foreign Affairs and Co-
operation of Niger Youssouf
Elmouctar commended the
Government and the people
of Pakistan for hosting the
session despite the COV-
ID-19 pandemic.

Pakistan
proposes...

From Pack 01
Afghanistan could face the
largest humanitarian crisis
in the world and the United
Nations also warned of a
similar situation.

He said Pakistan had
demonstrated its resolve to
tackle the humanitarian cri-
sis and as a special gesture,
Pakistan decided the trans-
portation of 50,000 metric
tons of wheat and medicine
from India to Afghanistan
through land route.

Qureshi said the OIC always
stood firmly by the people of
Afghanistan as well as Kash-
mir and Palestine suffering
under illegal occupation.

He told the gathering that
the developments in August
2020, may have altered the
political landscape in Af-
ghanistan but they have not
made the compelling needs
of the Afghan people any
less pressing or urgent.

He said the WFP had
warned that Afghanistan
could become the largest
humanitarian crisis in the
world. The UN Emergen-
cy Relief Coordinator de-
scribed the Afghanistan sit-
uation as in ‘free fall’.

Malaysian
Saudi, FMs
call on PM

From Pack 01
Pakistan remained com-
mitted to facilitate human-
itarian organizations work-
ing from Pakistan for their
humanitarian support to
Afghanistan. Reaffirming
Pakistan’s abiding com-
mitment to the continued
well-being of the people
of Afghanistan, the Prime
Minister highlighted that
Pakistan has already com-
mitted to immediate relief
of in-kind humanitarian
assistance worth Rs. 5 bil-
lion, which comprises of
food commodities includ-
ing 50,000 MT of wheat,
emergency medical sup-
plies, winter shelters and
other supplies.

On Pakistan-Saudi Arabia
bilateral relations, the
Prime Minister under-
scored the special signifi-
cance of the Pakistan-Saudi
Arabia relationship, which
is based on close fraternal
ties, historic links, and
support at the gross-roots
level. Recalling his visit to
Saudi Arabia in October
2021, the Prime Minister
highlighted the assiduous
follow-up on the decisions
taken and stressed the
need for exploring new
avenues of cooperation to
further deepen bilateral
relations in diverse fields.
Meanwhile, Malaysian For-
eign Minister, His Excel-
lency Dato Sri Saifuddin
Abdullah, called on Prime
Minister Imran Khan today.

Yow & Wing become

Aslan Sqguash champion

Senior VP, Pakistan Squash Federation Air Marshal Aamir Masood, graced the

closing ceremony as chief guest and

AFzAL JAVED

ISLAMABAD: Top seeded |
player Ng Eain Yow from |
Malaysia and Tong Tsz Wing
from Hong Kong clinches
the 21st Asian Squash indi-
vidual championship titles
in Men & Women here at
Mushaf Squash Complex,
Islamabad on Sunday.

In men’s final Malaysian
player Ng Eain Yow tri-
umphed over Hong Kong’s
Yip Tsz Fung after an im-
pressive performance with
figures of 11-6, 1311, 119 in
40 munities duration match.
In the women’s final, Hong §
Kong’s Tong Tsz Wing who §
was fourth seed defeated top-
Malaysia’s Rachel Mae Ar-
nold 3-0. Tong Tsz Wing who
earlier outclassed the top
seeded Liu Tsz Ling showed
the wonderful skills and abil-

:

\\&F

SERENA HOTELS

distributed trophies a

nd medals to the players

ity against second seeded

. Rachel Mae Arnold to win
. the championship crown with

a game score of 11-8, 13-11,
11-5 in 34 minutes.

Senior Vice President,
Pakistan Squash Feder-
ation Air Marshal Aamir
Masood, graced the closing
ceremony as chief guest
and distributed trophies
and medals to the players.
Squash legend Jansher
Khan, QamarZaman, CEO
Combaxx Sports and other
dignitaries also witnessed
the closing ceremony.

The Men’s event had a
draw of 32 players whereas
the Women’s event had 16
players’ draw. Apart from
Pakistan, a group of inter-
national players, officials
and referees from Hong
Kong, Iran, Kuwait, Malay-
sia, Qatar, Singapore & Sri
Lanka participated.

Eriksen leaves Inter
‘by mutual consent’

ROME: Christian Eriksen has terminated his contract
with Inter Milan by mutual consent six months after suf-
fering a heart incident playing for Denmark at the Europe-
an Championships. The 29-year-old has been fitted with a
pacemaker. That means he is not allowed to play in Italian
football, but other championships do not have the same
rules. “Internazionale Milano can confirm that an agree-
ment has been reached to terminate Christian Eriksen’s
contract by mutual consent,” the Italian club said.
“Although Inter and Christian are now parting ways, the
bond shall never be broken. The good times, the goals,
the victories, those Scudetto celebrations with fans out-
side San Siro - all this will remain forever in Nerazzurri
history.” Eriksen will now be free to consider his options
with other potential clubs, and has recently been in train-
ing with his boyhood club Odense.

According to the Danish daily B.T, Eriksen mainly focused
on physical exercises, but also trained with a ball, although
this is not currently with a view to playing for them. “Chris-
tian Eriksen is using the pitch for his rehabilitation” but “he
is not training with our team”, Odense’s communications
officer Rasmus Nejstgaardhad told AFP. The former Tot-
tenham man suffered a cardiac arrest in Denmark’s opening
game at Euro 2020 against Finland in Copenhagen on June
12 and had to be resuscitated on the pitch. Denmark then
rode a wave of emotion at the tournament, reaching the
semi-finals. The playmaker spent several days in hospital
and had a pacemaker implanted to regulate his heartbeat,
which would rule him out of even going to a gym in Italy.
Eriksen’s departure from Inter comes just days after
Argentina striker Sergio Aguero announced the end of
his professional career at the age of 33 following heart
problems. The former Manchester City striker signed a
two-year deal with Barcelona but had made just five ap-
pearances, scoring one goal against Real Madrid, before
being taken to hospital with “chest pains” after a match at
home to Alaves in October. Financially, Inter Milan, who
are deep in the red, will make some savings by parting
company with their biggest earner, although Eriksen’s sal-
ary, estimated at 7.5 million euros by the Italian press, was
covered for a year under a FIFA insurance system. — DNA

New unverified footage of
Peng Shual posted online

WEeB DEsk

BENING: Fresh unverified
footage of Peng Shuai was
posted online by a state-af-
filiated journalist on Sunday
as international concern
persists for the Chinese ten-
nis star after she publicly
accused a former vice-pre-
mier of forcing her to have
sex. Qingging Chen, a re-
porter for the state-owned
Global Times, tweeted a
video of Peng appearing to
speak with Chinese basket-
ball icon Yao Ming.

Chen said the video was
sent to her by a "friend" and
that it was taken at an event
to promote cross-country
skiing in Shanghai.

The seven-second clip
shows the tennis player
smiling and listening as Yao
speaks indistinctly. Chen
also posted a photo of Peng
posing with Yao and two oth-
er Chinese sports figures
- Olympic sailing champion
XuLijia and retired table
tennis player Wang Ligin.
The foursome were stand-
ing next to a banner for the
"FIS  Cross-Country  Ski-
ing China City Tour" with
Shanghai's Yangpubridge in
the background.

The Shanghai stop of the
cross-country  ski  tour
took place on Saturday,
according to the state-run
CGTN news site. Twitter is
blocked in China and only
people with a VPN-type
workaround can access it.
However, many Chinese dip-
lomats and official state me-
dia have accounts to defend
China's point of view.

Peng, a former Wimbledon
and French Open doubles
champion, took to Chinese
social media in early No-
vember to allege that for-
mer  vice-premier Zhang
Gaoli - who is in his 70s
- forced her into sex during
an on-off relationship span-
ning several years.

Her message was quickly
scrubbed from the Chinese
web, but not before screen-
shots were posted on Twit-
ter, sparking a worldwide
outcry. The Women's Ten-
nis Association has called
for Peng's allegations to be
investigated fully and trans-
parently.

The sporting body an-
nounced earlier this month
that it was suspending all
tournaments in China, in-
cluding Hong Kong, over
concerns about Peng's
safety. State media have

MANCHESTER:New Zealand heavy-
weight Joseph Parker secured a bril-
liant points win over Britain’s Derek
Chisora in a thrilling fight at the AO
Arena in Manchester.

Parker, who gained a controversial
points victory in their first bout in
May, made a great start, with Chisora
having to take a count in round four.
Chisora was knocked down by a
brutal uppercut in the seventh but
showed good character and bravery
to continue. The Briton took another
count in the eighth, but made it to
the final bell.

However, with three knockdowns,
Parker knew he had won the fight and
got the decision by 115110, 115-111
and 114-112 margins.

For 29-year-old former WBO champion
Parker, this was a vital victory as he
looks to get back to world title level.
But for Chisora, 37, it is hard to see
where he goes now, with this being
the 12th defeat of a 44-fight career,
although he showed incredible spir-
it, heart and determination to get
through to the end of the contest.
(Derek always comes for war, he was

one tough guy and never stopped com-
ing forward until the end,” said Parker.
“We practised and practised that up-
percut. What a Christmas present.

“| felt a lot stronger. It was important
to start strong and not be negative
from the beginning. You can see there
are improvements to be made.

“Derek Chisora is a credit to the sport
of boxing. The crowd went mental

New Zealander beats Briton
on points in Manchester

when he walked out. They just want to
support him.”

Asked if he would like to see Chiso-
ra retire from boxing, Parker re-
plied: “Personally I'd like to see
him walk away.

“He has given boxing everything he
has. The atmosphere is amazing when
he fights. I'd love to see him walk away

but that’s his decision.” — Agencie3/

previously published other
images of Peng at a Beijing
tennis tournament as well
as a screenshot of an email
allegedly written by the
player saying "everything
is fine". Peng also partici-
pated in late November in

a 30-minute video call with
Thomas Bach, head of the
International Olympic Com-
mittee. But the WTA and
fellow tennis players have
continued to call for more
transparency from Beijing
over Peng's whereabouts.

Shane Warne
lashes out at Pak
umpire Aleem Dar

LAHORE: Former Australian spin great, Shane Warne
lashed out at Pakistani umpire Aleem Dar, who is a member
of the Elite Panel of International Cricket Council's Um-
pires, saying that Dar was a "bad" umpire.

Warne shared a video clip of an old Ashes series, where
England's Stuart Broad edged the ball to Michael Clarke,

who takes the catch at slip.

However, the Pakistan umpire misjudged it and didn't give
Broad out as the ball touched Australia's wicketkeeper Brad
Haddin's gloves, who was just behind the wicket in a close
gap with the bat, leaving Aleem Dar confused.

"Also shows you, how bad an umpire Aleem Dar was and
how many decisions he got wrong," tweeted Warne.

Warne also poked fun at Stuart Board, knowing that he
got caught out, Broad did not walk off the field and didn't
say anything to the umpire. — APP
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Pak Navy wins 35th National Rowing C’ship

The Closing Ceremony of National Rowing Championship under auspices of Pakistan Navy
was held at Rawal Lake. Teams from Pakistan Navy, Pakistan Army, WAPDA, Punjab,

Islamabad Club and Pakistan Police participated in the championship

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Navy wins 35th Na-
tional rowing championship after 9 years.
The Closing Ceremony of National Rowing
Championship under auspices of Pakistan
Navy was held at Rawal Lake. Teams from [
Pakistan Navy, Pakistan Army, WAPDA, Pun-
jab, Islamabad Club and Pakistan Police par-
ticipated in the championship. The matches g
were conducted in the category of open sin- gl
gle, open double, open four, light single, light

double, light four and pair. Pakistan Navy
Rowing team successfully competed in all [
the events by winning 7 Gold medals in the
men’s category. Pak Army remained runner
up with 7 silver medals. Pak Army lead the
women category with 06 gold and 01 silver -
while WAPDA remained runner up with 01

. gold and 2 silver and 04 bronze medals.

Joint
Declaration
of OIC...

From Pace 01
The resolution reaffirmed
the importance of combating
terrorism in Afghanistan and
ensuring that the territory
of Afghanistan is not used
as a platform or safe haven
by any terrorist group or
organization; It called upon
Afghanistan to take concrete
steps against all terrorist
organizations in particular
Al-Qaeda, Daesh and its affil-
iates, ETIM, and TTP.
The forum reaffirmed that
peace, security and stability
in Afghanistan would also
contribute to the safe and
dignified return of all Af-
ghan refugees.
It urged the international
community to remain cau-
tious against the possibility
of incitement and the role
of spoilers, both inside and
outside the country, to de-
rail efforts aimed at peace
and stability in Afghanistan.
It called upon the Afghan au-
thorities to continue to work
towards greater inclusiveness
and including by developing
a roadmap to strengthen
participation of all Afghans
including women and girls to
participate in all aspects of
the Afghan society.
The Extraordinary session of
the OIC Council of Foreign
Ministers also unanimously
adopted Islamabad declara-
tion condemning the illegal
colonial measures under-
taken by lIsrael to colonize
the Palestinian territory.
Declaring the Israeli meas-
ures illegal, null and void,
the declaration read that
the OIC does not recognize
any changes affecting the
pre-1967 borders particu-
larly with regard to Al-Quds
Al Sharif. It called upon the
international ~ community
including the UNSC to hold
the Israeli colonial occupa-
tion accountable for its viola-
tions and take all necessary
measures including impos-
ing sanctions against Israel
to stop these violations.
The declaration also con-
demned the repeated at-
tacks by Israeli occupation
authorities on the blessed
Al-Agsa Mosque and its con-
tinuous attempts to change
the historical and legal sta-
tus quo there using flimsy
religious pretexts.

Pakistan at
forefront...

From Pace 01

OIC meeting was taking
place in Pakistan, the Minis-
ter of State on Information
said.  This meeting would
send a message to the world
that Pakistan would continue
its efforts for a sustainable
and stable Afghanistan. The
minister said that a large
portion of Afghanistan’s pop-
ulation suffered from hunger
and poverty. He said today’s
meeting was of great impor-
tance as people of Afghan-
istan could not be left alone
in such a grim situation. Now
voices were being raised
from within the United States
regarding Afghanistan situa-
tion, he said. The people of
Afghanistan need help on hu-
manitarian grounds and the
world should come forward at
this critical time.

World
should..

From Pack 01

The situation in Afghanistan
was deteriorating where
women and children were
most affected, he added.
Pakistan, he said had al-
ready given Rs 5 billion aid
to Afghanistan, but Pakistan
could not be left alone in
support of Afghanistan as
no economy in the world can
bear such a burden. If the
situation further worsened
in Afghanistan, a great hu-
man tragedy could ensue, he
said. “We do not want peo-
ple to migrate from Afghani-
stan,” Fawad said adding this
issue could create difficult
situation for the world in-
cluding Pakistan, Iran, Uz-
bekistan and Tajikistan. He
said the US had frozen $ 9
billion of Afghanistan, if this
money was not returned the
crisis will escalate.

PM calls...

From Pack 01
He pointed out that Pa-
kistan is already hosting
millions of Afghan refugees
and it cannot deal with
more influx of refugees.
Imran Khan said the threat
of terrorism from ISIL can
only be tackled effectively
through a stable govern-
ment in Afghanistan. He
said Pakistan has faced
terror attacks from the
terrorist outfit. He said this
organization will continue to
pose a serious threat if the
Afghan government does not
have the capability to fight it.



