Soon From LAHORE & KARACHI

European Union
committed to help
Afghanistan people

A sister publication of CENTRELINE & DN

Detailed News On Page-01

Libya’s interim
Prime Minister
resumes duties

Detailed News On Page-07

ew ency

www.islamabadpost.com.pk

Islamabad POST

Thursday, December 23, 2021 Pakistan’s First And Only Diplomatic Daily

Germany greatl

ISLAMABAD EDITION

Price Rs. 20

concerned over
Putin’s threat

Detailed News On Page-08

PTlto taste
defeatinall
provinces
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ISLAMABAD Again alleging
s rigging in the
general elec-
tions of 2018,
Pakistan
Democratic
Movement
(PDM) Pre51dent and Jamiat
Ulema-elslam-Fazl  (JULF)
chief Maulana Fazlur Reh-
man said on Wednesday that
those who did that actually
had destabilized Pakistan and
the constitution. Talking to
the media, he predicted that
the ruling Pakistan PTT would
taste defeat in the local bod-
ies’ (LBs) elections in the oth-
er provinces of the country as
well. “The JULF stands for a
strong Pakistan and a strong
constitution,” he claimed.

Economy is
in reverse
gear

DNA

LAHORE: Leader of the Op-
"‘ T position in

the National
Assembly

and Paki-
stan Muslim
League-

Nawaz (PML-N) President
Shehbaz Sharif said on
Wednesday that the record
trade deficit of over $5 bil-
lion recorded this month
(December) showed that
the country had ‘collapsed’
economically. In a state-
ment, Shehbaz Sharif said
that the trade deficit of
over $20 billion just in the
first five months of the cur-
rent financial year (FY) was
a clear-cut proof of an im-
balance between the coun-
try’s imports and exports.
He went on to say that US
dollar was exerting pres-
sure on Pakistani rupee.

Babar
reclaims
T20I crown

DNA

DUBAL In the latest ICC
Men’s T20I
Player Rank-
ings, there
is a tie for
the top spot
of  batters
between Pakistan’s Babar
Azam and England’s Daw-
id Malan. Earlier, Pakistan
skipper Babar Azam had lost
the number one position to
the England batter after a
poor performance during
the Bangladesh series. How-
ever, Babar’s top-class per-
formance against the West
Indies in the third T20I has
earned him the tied top spot
with Dawid Malan.
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EEEAPM hails KP 5§

LG polls as
a new start

— Says it is the first time in
Pakistan’s history that the country
has an “empowered LG system”

SpeEcIAL CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan,
keeping aside all the negativity regarding
PTI’s defeat in the first phase of the 2021
local government elections in Khyber Pakh-
tunkha, said that the KP LG polls are the
beginning of a “modern and developed LG
system” which is a trait of successful democ-
racies. In an apparent reference to the com-
ments being made about PTT losing the lime-
light in the KP polls, PM Imran Khan wrote
on Twitter that amidst the “noise” over the
results of the KP LG polls, “no one realises”
that these polls are the start of a modern and
devolved local government system.

PM said that it is the first time in Paki-
stan’s history that the country has an
“empowered LG system”. He went on to
say that the direct election of tehsil lev-
el nazims will improve governance and
make future leaders. “Amidst the noise
over KP LG elec, no one realises these
elections are start of modern, devolved
LG system as exists in successful de-
mocracies,” the premier wrote. Pakistani
politicians have been having a field day
since the ruling party’s defeat was made
obvious in the first phase of LG polls in
KP, with Opposition party JUI-F emerging
victorious and PTI failing to bag a single
mayor seat out of the four. On Tuesday,
PM Imran Khan had conceded defeat,
admitting that wrong candidate selection
was a major cause for the PTI’s defeat.

‘Pakistan,
Norway enjoy
excellent ties’

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran
Khan Wednesday said that Pakistan and
Norway had excellent relations and Nor-
wegians of the Pakistani origin formed a
strong bridge between the two countries.
He said there was potential for increased
collaboration in political, economic and
other areas of mutual interest.
Referring to Norwegian company Tel-
enor, he said that Pakistan-Norway
economic relations were growing.
The prime minister was talking to
Ambassador of Norway Per Albert
Ilsaas who called on him, PM Office
media wing said in a press release.
The ambassador extended greetings
on behalf of the Norwegian prime m
and felicitated the Prime Minister
on successful holding of the 17th Ex-
traordinary Session of Organization
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Council
of Foreign Ministers (OIC-CFM).
The prime minister extended an invi-
tation to his Norwegian counterpart
to undertake a visit to Pakistan at his
earliest convenience.

SAARC's role

crucial for welfare
of region: FM

Qureshi received Secretary General of
SAARC, who is on his maiden Pakistgn visit

SArFuLLAH

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi received Esala Ruwan
Weerakoon, Secretary-General of South
Asian Association for Regional Coopera-
tion (SAARC) at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs on Wednesday. The Secretary
General is on his first visit to Pakistan
since assuming office in March 2020.

Expressing condolences on the death
of Mr. Priyantha Kumara, the Foreign
Minister stated that entire political lead-
ership, religious scholars and Pakistani

nation had condemned the incident and
the Government of Pakistan was deter-
mined to take all necessary steps to
bring perpetrators to justice. The For-
eign Minister reaffirmed Pakistan’s com-
mitment to the principles and objectives
of the SAARC Charter for the welfare of
the people of the region, economic inte-
gration and regional prosperity. Pakistan
believed SAARC could provide a condu-
cive and congenial atmosphere to build
economic synergies and transform the
quality of life of the people of South Asia.

Continued on Page 06
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ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Norway Per Albert Ilsaas calls on Prime Minister Imran Khan. — DNA

US thanks
Pakistan
for hosting
OIC summit

Blinken’s statement

came following OIC

Summit in Pakistan
held last week

NEews DESK

WASHINGTON:
US State Secretary
Antony Blinken on
Wednesday thanked
Pakistan for hosting
the extraordinary

session of the Or-
N ‘ ganisation of Islamic
V A Cooperation’s (OIC)

Council of Foreign Ministers to discuss
the situation in neighbouring Afghani-
stan. “The OIC extraordinary session on
Afghanistan is a prime example of our
collective determination and action to
help those most in need. We thank Pa-
kistan for hosting this vital meeting and
inviting the global community to contin-
ue cooperating to support the Afghan
people,” Blinken said.

PDM leaders
meet Friday

DNA

KARACHI: Jamiat Ulma-e-Islam-Fazl
(JUI-F) chief and PDM head Maulana Fa-
zlur Rehman will arrive in Karachi today
(Thursday) to chair Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM) leadership meeting
which will be held on Friday.

According to sources, JUL-F chief Fazlur
Rehman will chair the PDM Sindh chap-
ter leadership meeting which will be held
at the residence of Shah Owais Noorani.
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
and leadership of other opposition par-
ties will attend the meeting. The meet-
ing will discuss preparations regarding
Islamabad long march, they added.
PDM, the multi-party opposition alliance,
had announced that it will kick off its
long march towards Islamabad on March
23. Maulana Fazlur Rehman announced
the date while briefing media about de-
cisions taken in the hours-long meeting
held in Islamabad on December 6.

Japan expands aid
to Afghan refugees

The assistance will be provided
through WFP, UNICEF and UNHCR

KuAYAM ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: In response to the contin-
ued humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan,
Japan has decided to provide additional
support of USD 3.72 million to Paki-
stan. This assistance will support Paki-
stan to prepare for a potential refugee
influx into the country and address the
protracted socio-economic challenges
among the Afghanistan refugees and
the host communities. For the last 40
years, Pakistan has hosted over 1.4
million registered refugees, and the
demand for humanitarian assistance
have soared since the sudden political
turnaround in Afghanistan in August,
while the pandemic has not been sup-
pressed. The assistance will be provided
through WFP, UNICEF and UNHCR to
directly address the humanitarian needs
in areas such as healthcare, food and

Continued on Page 06

UNSC adopts
resolution to ease
aid to Afghanistan

WEB DESK

NEW YORK: The UN Security Council
on Wednesday unanimously adopted a
US-proposed resolution that facilitates
humanitarian aid to Afghanistan, which
is on the verge of economic collapse,
while keeping funds out of Taliban hands.
The resolution states that “payment of
funds, other financial assets or econom-
ic resources, and the provision of goods
and services necessary to ensure the
timely delivery of such assistance or
to support such activities are permit-
ted.” Such assistance supports “basic
human needs in Afghanistan” and is

Continued on Page 06

Royal Bahraini Naval
Commander meets COAS

Y

StArFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI: Commander Royal Bah-
rain Naval Force Rear Admiral Moham-
mad Yousif Al Asam Wednesday called
on Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General
Qamar Javed Bajwa here at GHQ and
acknowledged the professionalism of
Pakistan Armed Forces and vowed to en-
hance cooperation in various fields.

During the meeting, matters of mutual
interest, current security situation in
Afghanistan and bilateral cooperation
in defence and security fields were
discussed, said an Inter Services Pub-
lic Relations (ISPR) media release.
Speaking on the occasion, the COAS
said, “Pakistan desires to maintain the
tradition of bilateral engagement and

Continued on Page 06

The EU special envoy says that EU’s commitment goes beyond words and is reflected
in concrete action and financial support by European taxpayers

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The European Union
Special Envoy for Afghanistan, To-
mas Niklasson Has appreciated Paki-
stan and the OIC for organising the
important and timely OIC meeting
and for inviting the European Union
to attend as a special guest.

In his address, he said “We have been
reminded today about the grave human-
itarian, economic and social crises that
loom over Afghanistan. Like all coun-
tries represented here, the EU does not
recognise the Taliban appointed interim
government. But we remain committed
to supporting the Afghan people as we
have been doing for several decades.”
The EU representative added that EU’s
commitment goes beyond words and is
reflected in concrete action and financial
support by European taxpayers.

Already in September in Geneva, the

EU pledged 300 M in humanitarian as-
sistance for Afghanistan. Thanks also to
generous pledges by EU Member States,
the EU stands behind more than 70% of
the humanitarian assistance being pro-
vided. And the EU welcomes the gener-
ous support by neighbouring countries
and others, including OIC members.
“We have European humanitarian
staff present on the ground in Afghan-
istan working day and night to ensure
that our aid reaches Afghans in need
through the UN, the Red Crescent and
other humanitarian partners. We also
stand ready to help to ensure basic
services such as education, health and
livelihoods (250M) including teachers’
salaries in provinces where girls go to
school. We refer to this as humanitar-
ian+, and we are exploring how salary
incentives to teachers can be delivered
outside the government system through
the UN,” said Tomas Niklasson.

He said that EU also welcomes and sup-

ports efforts being made to repurpose
funds in the World Bank Afghanistan Re-
construction Trust Fund, to address the
liquidity shortage and to facilitate bank
transfers into Afghanistan.

“While we recognize the need for develop-
ment assistance to Afghanistan, for such
assistance to materialize it will require tan-
gible and consistent action by the interim
government in terms of its commitments
to its people, to the international com-

munity and to international law. We are
engaged in direct dialogue in Doha with
the interim government around five EU
benchmarks, which closely relate to the
UNSC Resolution 2593 of 30 August, to
which we are all bound”. The EU Special
Envoy further said “We also underline the
importance of an inclusive and represent-
ative government in terms of ethnicity, po-
litical affiliation, faith and gender. This will
require processes that allow the Afghan
people, men and women, to have a voice.
A voice for domestic recognition”.

“And, finally, Afghanistan must never
again become a threat to its neighbours
or other countries, or a safe haven for
terrorist organizations”, he added.

The EU special envoy hoped that the
interim government will be ready to
demonstrate through concrete action
its full commitment in all these areas.
“Such action, he said, would gradually
help to build trust. And may allow part-
ners of Afghanistan to extend their en-

gagement and their assistance even fur-
ther to move beyond humanitarian and
humanitarian+ assistance”.

The successful hosting of the 17th Ex-
traordinary Session of the OIC’s Coun-
cil of Foreign Ministers on Afghanistan
drew worldwide applause for Pakistan
for making the global community awake
to the deteriorating humanitarian and
economic situation in the war-torn coun-
try. Convened by Saudi Arabia as OIC
chair and hosted by Pakistan with 20
foreign ministers, 10 deputy FMs and
437 delegates in attendance, the session
decided to establish a Humanitarian
Trust Fund under Islamic Development
Bank and launch discussions with UN
agencies for actions to unlock financial
and banking channels for flow of liquid-
ity and assistance. The world leaders,
government functionaries, diplomats
and analysts termed the meeting of the
57-member Muslim states’ body., as a
milestone achievement for Pakistan.
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PIA to start flights
between Faisalabad
and Quetta

President FCCI demanded equal facilities and incentives
for all industries so that a healthy and productive
competition could be ensured

IsuraqQ MuGHAL

FAISALABAD: Pakistan International
Airlines (PIA) will start two weekly
direct flights between Faisalabad and
Quetta from March next year, said Mr.
Atif Munir Sheikh, President Faisal-
abad Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try (FCCI).

He was addressing a joint meeting of
the four standing committees of the
FCCI. He said that a large number of
businessmen from Faisalabad travel
to Quetta in connection with the busi-
nesses and purchase of raw material
etc. “The road and train travel is very
lengthy, time consuming and unsafe”,
he said and added that it takes many
days which is sheer wastage of time.
He said that he took up this issue with
PIA officials who have assured that
from March 2022, PIA will start at
least two weekly flights between Fais-
alabad and Quetta.

President FCCI criticized the unex-
pected concessions accorded to the in-
dustrial sector in erstwhile FATA and
said that it would have negative impact
on the industry already working in oth-
er parts of the country. He said that

this disparity has forced a large num-
ber of industrial units to close down
which would render hundreds of work-
ers jobless.

He demanded equal facilities and in-
centives for all industries so that a
healthy and productive competition
could be ensured. He asked Ashfaq
Ashraf chairman FCCI standing com-
mittee on Foundry to identify the core
issues of this sector along with their
workable solutions so that these prob-
lems could be highlighted and taken
up at the Government level. About
Pakistan Railways, he said that a fast
non-stop Millat train was started be-
tween Faisalabad and Karachi which
was getting full passenger load but due
to unnecessary interference of the in-
fluential elements this train has been
turned into a passenger train which is
discouraging frequent travelers from
Faisalabad as it has increased the trav-
eling time.

He demanded that this train must be
restored in its original shape. He fur-
ther said that Pakistan Railways was
contemplating to start a new fast train
between Shorkot and Lahore via Fais-
alabad. He said that this train may be
declared a passenger train between

Gojra to Faisalabad in order to facili-
tate the workers who are using roads
for their daily travel to their working
places. Commenting on the increasing
accidents on canal road, he said that
a joint meeting with Deputy Com-
missioner, FDA and TEPA will be ar-
ranged very soon to remodel this road
to avoid rampant traffic accidents.

He said that FCCI members should
also submit their proposals in this
regard so that the dangerous U-turns
could be modified with traffic friendly
diversions.

He further said that on behalf of FCCI,
he has already written a letter to the
education department to launch a con-
tinuous traffic awareness campaign for
students so that they could be made
addicted to the traffic rules. The meet-
ing was also attended by Mr. Atta
Ullah Chairman Standing Committee
on Allied Engineering, Mirza Zahid
Igbal Chairman Standing Committee
on Light Engineering and Mirza Ha-
dayat Ullah Chairman FCCI Standing
Committee on Railways in addition to
the Executive Members Mian Abdul
Waheed and Haji Abdur Rauf. They
also presented their trade specific
problems.

IGP directs
to recover
Wajiha Swati

LAHORE: Inspector General
of Police (IGP) Punjab Rao
Sardar Ali Khan on Wednes-
day said that abducted Paki-
stani-American women Waji-
ha Swati should be recovered
safely at the earliest.

He directed the CPO Rawal-
pindi to personally super-
vise the investigation of the
case and said that all re-
sources be utilized for safe
recovery of the abductee.
Regarding the significant de-
velopment in the case of Wa-
jiha Swati, the spokesperson
of police said that Rawalpindi
police had arrested Rizwan
Habib, ex-husband of Wajiha
Swati named in the case and
further investigation was un-
derway.

The case was registered
at Morgah police station
on the complaint of son of
abductee. In this regard,
Rawalpindi  police were
working day and night to
bring the case to a logical
conclusion at the earliest,
the spokesman added.
Meanwhile, IG Punjab Rao
Sardar Ali Khan also took
notice of the incident, in
which, a civilian was killed
in an aerial firing at a wed-
ding ceremony in Rawal-
pindi. — APP

DDC approves 33
development schemes

IsuraQ MuGHAL

FAISALABAD: The District Development
Committee has approved implementation
of 47 development schemes of Roads Con-
struction Division, Highways, Local Govt.,
WASA, FDA and Buildings under Sustaina-
ble Development Goals Achievement Pro-
gram (SAP) IV, CDP III and ADP at a cost
of 450 million.

A meeting of District Development Com-
mittee was held under the chairmanship of
Deputy Commissioner Ali Shehzad. Depu-
ty Director Development Rana Tahir gave
a briefing on technical and administrative
aspects of development schemes under
SAP Phase IV and other programs. ADCG
Qaiser Abbas Rind, officers of roads, high-
ways, LG and Community Development
WASA and FDA were present. The meet-
ing was informed that 41 schemes of LG

& CD, 3 schemes of WASA, 2 schemes of
FDA, 3 schemes of DHA building, one each
scheme of PHA and Highways would be
completed under these programs and in
the rural and urban areas carpet construc-
tion of various roads and streets, repair
and maintenance of rural drainage system,
accuracy of sewer system, installation of
water filtration plants and other sectors
schemes would be completed.

The Deputy Commissioner while review-
ing the territorial requirement and fidelity
of the development schemes said that ex-
peditious departmental measures should
be taken on the schemes approved during
the meeting so that these projects could be
completed expeditiously.

Instructing to keep all the relevant rules
and regulations in mind in the schemes, he
said that any obstacle or problem should be
resolved immediately. There will be no com-
promise on completeness and transparency.

ISLAMABAD: SAPM on Interfaith Harmony Muhammad Tahir Mehmood Ashrafi along with Maulana Tahiq

f

Jameel and Sri Lanka HC Mohan Wijewickrama addressing to media at Sri Lankan High Commission. — APP

Ashrafi, Tariq Jameel
meet Sri Lankan HC

Sindh govt
allots land to
AIOU

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqgbal
Open University (AIOU) has
been establishing regional
offices in the underdeveloped
areas of Pakistan, especially
the ones with a low rate of
literacy to provide equitable
educational facilities to all
segments of the society with-
out any discrimination and
to achieve its objective of na-
tion-building.

AIOU is setting up its
campuses or model study
centers where there are no
formal education institutes
and relocating the univer-
sity campuses from rented
houses to its own buildings.
In this regard, the Sindh
government has approved
to provide six acres of land
for the construction of
AIOU campus building in
Hyderabad. According to
Director General Regional
Services, Inamullah Sheikh,
construction work of the
campus will be started after
acquiring the allotted land
in Hyderabad.

The Vice-Chancellor, Prof.
Dr. Zia Ul-Qayyum, is on a
mission to relocate campus-
es from rented houses to
his own buildings and some
projects have been complet-
ed while construction work
is underway in some places.

FESCO
upgrades
RCSC

FAISALABAD: Infrastructure
of the Regional Customers
Services Centre (RCSC) of
Faisalabad Electric Supply
Company (FESCO) has been
upgraded with installation of
latest and state-of-theart IT
related equipments in order
to ensure best possible facili-
ties to the electricity consum-
ers and expatriate Pakistanis.
This was stated by Rana Atif
Chairman HR Committee of
FESCO Board of Directors
(BoDs) while visiting the
RCSC here on Wednesday.
He said that all resources
were being utilized to make
this facility customerfriend-
ly so that consumer’s com-
plaints could be resolved
there and then in addition to
further improving overall im-
age of the company.

On this occasion, Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer (CEO) FES-
CO Engineer Bashir Ahmad
briefed Rana Atif about differ-
ent facilities being offered by
RCSC and said that a separate
counter has been established
for special persons, senior cit-
izens and expatriates where
the complaints would be at-
tended immediately. — APP

ISLAMABAD: Special Representative to
the Prime Minister on Religious Harmony
and Middle East Hafiz Muhammad Tahir
Mehmood Ashrafi and renowned preacher
and religious scholar Maulana Tariq Jameel
visited Sri Lankan high commission and
apologized for the Sialkot tragedy.

Talking to media, after meeting Sri Lankan
High Commissioner in Pakistan, Vice Admi-
ral Mohan Wijewickrama, Hafiz Mohammad
Tahir Ashrafi condemning the Sialkot inci-
dent said that the Sialkot factory manage-
ment has decided to bear all the expenses
of the two children of Priyantha Kumara Di-
yawadana , a 49 year old, Sri Lankan citizen
lynched by a mob on December 3, 2021 in
Sialkot. The administration has also given a
job to Sri Lankan citizen in the factory.
Maulana Tariq Jameel apologised for the
incident saying our religion does not allow
such barbarity. Our religion does not allow
oppression at all.

Maulana Tariq Jameel said that Islam’s lit-

eral meaning refers to submission, surren-
der and peaceful reconciliation, especially
compliance with divine directives.

Muslims adhere to the Quran and Sunnah
and are required to obey these directives.
Holy Quran says Whoever kills an innocent
person it is as though he has killed all man-
kind, and whoever saves a life it is as though
he has saved all mankind.

The usurer deserves severe punishment
and the one who killed the innocent de-
serves punishment, he said adding they
were visiting Sri Lankan High Commission
for seeking apology.

The whole Pakistani national was ashamed
for that barbarity.No one has the right to
burn anyone. He asked people to follow the
teachings of the Holy Prophet (PBUH).
Speaking on the occasion Sri Lankan high
commissioner thanked both dignitaries for
visiting and said that the Sri Lankan govern-
ment was fully satisfied with the steps taken
by the Pakistani government. — APP

FDPT elects
Muzammil Sultan
as chairman

uncontested.
IsHFAQ MUGHAL

FAISALABAD: Mr. Muzam-

They will take their new
responsibilities

4 elephants
at Karachi
suffering from
malnutrition

KARACHI: A detailed
medical report of four ele-
phants brought to the Ka-

from Jan- | rachi zoo and Safari Park

mil Sultan former Presi-
dent Faisalabad Chamber
of Commerce & Industry
(FCCI) and Mr. Junaid
Ahmed Bainth has been
elected unopposed chair-
man and vice chairman re-
spectively of the Faisalabad
Dry Port Trust (FDPT) for
the session 2022-23.

Chairman scrutiny com-
mittee Chaudhry Igbal Ak-
bar Khan announced that
no other trustee had filed
nomination papers for the
offices and hence they have
been declared successful

uary 01, 2022. The other
members of the scrutiny
committee are Mr. Imran
Ahmed Sheikh of Niagara
and Chaudhry Shiraz Sid-
dique. Meanwhile Mian Latif
founding chairman of the
FDPT, retiring Chairman Mr.
Mushtaq Ali Cheema and
vice chairman Mr. Tauseef
Bari congratulated the new-
ly elected office bearers and
hoped that this young team
will revive dynamism in Fais-
alabad Dry Port by taking
innovative measures to make
it hub of import and export
businesses in this region.

b5m vaccinated against
Covid in Faisalabad

FAISALABAD: Over 5.276
million people have so far
been vaccinated against COV-
ID-19 in the district.

District  Health  Officer
Dr Ataul Mun'im said on
Wednesday that 3,328,208
people were injected

first dose while 1,880,894 ad-
ministered the second dose of
vaccine. He further said that
38,441 health workers were
also given first dose while
28,887 received the second
dose of vaccine. He said that
sufficient stock of coronavi-
rus vaccine was available in
the district.

As of now 187,822 first doses
and 125,215 second doses
were in the stock in Faisal-
abad. He said that 37 vacci-
nation centers and 20 mobile

FESCO upgrades with latest IT equipment

vaccination camps were oper-
ational in Faisalabad where
registered people were being
vaccinated.

In order to facilitate the peo-
ple these centers had been
established in various areas
of the city including Allied
Hospital, District Head Quar-
ters Hospital, Government
General Hospital G.M Abad,
Faisalabad Institute of Cardi-
ology, Government General
Hospital Samanabad, Chil-
dren Hospital, sports Com-
plex Samanabad, Tehsil Head
Quarters Hospital Jaranwala.

from Africa was submitted
to the Sindh High Court
(SHC) on Wednesday.

The report, prepared by a
team of four foreign veteri-
naries under the guidance
of Dr Frank Gortez, reads
that the medical examina-
tion of the elephants was
conducted on November
28 and November 29
which showed that they
were suffering from mal-
nutrition.

“Out of these four ele-
phants, two had issues
with their teeth and
gums,” says the report
and makes it clear that
all of them need urgent
medical treatment besides
good and a healthy diet.
“And if this much-needed
treatment is not provided
to them on time, these ele-
phants may even die,” the
report warns.

The report also lays
stress on the provision of
a healthy environment to
the animals 24/7. Apart
from that it informs that
feet-related diseases are
one of the major causes
of the deaths of elephants
the world over. “Their ul-
trasound tests were also
conducted which showed
that they were suffering
from obesity, and were still
gaining weight. — DNA
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Available in
following cities

FESCO has also started receiving online applications for new electricity connections,
which would help consumers to file applications while sitting in their homes

Bureau REPORT

FAISALABAD: Infrastructure of the Regional
Customers Services Centre (RCSC) of the
FESCO (Faisalabad Electric Supply Compa-
ny) has been upgraded with installation of lat-
est and state-of-the-art IT related equipments
in order to ensure best possible facilities to
the electricity consumers and expatriate Pa-
kistanis, said Rana Atif Chairman HR commit-
tee of the FESCO BOD (Board Of Directors).
During his visit to the RCSC here today, he
said that all resources are being utilized to
make this facility customer friendly so that
consumer’s complaints could be resolved
there and then in addition to further improv-
ing the overall image of FESCO.

Engineer Bashir Ahmad CEO FESCO briefed
Rana Atif about the different facilities being of-
fered by RCSC and said that a separate coun-
ter has been established for special persons,
senior citizens and expatriates where the
complaints would be attended immediately.
He said that FESCO has introduced a mobile
app which could be installed on android mo-
bile phones through the app store. He said
that consumers could get information about
load management schedules, duplicate bills,
lodge complaints regarding electric break-

down and get information about bills of pre-
vious months.

He said that FESCO has also started receiving
online applications for new electricity connec-
tions, which would help consumers to file ap-
plications while sitting in their homes. Later
Chairman HR Committee Rana Atif reviewed
the working of modern token machines.

He also visited different counters and asked

about their scope of work and performance.
General Manager Operation Ch Muhammad
Saleem, Chief Engineer P&D Itrat Hussain,
Director Commercial Khalid Mehmood, Staff
Officer Abid Rashid and other officers were
also present during this visit.
CEO FESCO celebrates
Christmas ceremony
Humanity is the real crux of Islam and in

Pakistan minorities are enjoying all basic
and fundamental rights, said Mr. Bashir
Ahmad Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Fais-
alabad Electric Supply Company (FESCO).
Addressing a Christmas cake cutting cere-
mony in FESCO headquarters, he congrat-
ulated the Christian community and said
that minorities’ rights are fully protected
as enshrined in the constitution of Paki-
stan. “Our Prophet Muhammad Peace Be
Upon Him (PBUH) also set examples by
safeguarding the rights of the minorities”,
he said and added that in Pakistan all mi-
norities including Christians are allowed to
lead their lives in according to their own
religious beliefs and this practice is also be-
ing implemented in FESCO.

Pastor Sarfraz Shukat also read out a
Christmas message. Later Bashir Ahmad
CEO FESCO, General Manager Operation
Chaudhary Muhammad Aslam and other of-
ficials along with Christian employees cut
the Christmas cake.

Chief Engineer Muhammad Farooq,
Chief engineer development Rana Ayub,
Chief Engineer P&D Mr. Itrat Hussain,
Chief Financial Officer Nazir Ahmad, Di-
rector Public Relations Mr. Tahir Sheikh
and other officers also participated in
this function.
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Hotels &
Restaurants

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 03345421812

Airlines
TurkishAirlines...... 8494949

Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20

Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi 9270601-20
Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIA Cargo..... ...9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA ..o 9281092

Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666
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Departments
CDA....ccvveveee. 9221334-43
CDA.....couuveee. 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6
RDA...cooveveeeeeen. 5555864
TMA....eeeeeeeeeeens 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3

<!

Complaints

Water Tanker Service
E-7,F-10 & F-11......9204654
G-5,G-6,G-7,G-8....9203883

G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12,
H8uooeeeieieene 9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Islamabad
Metropolitan
Corporation........... 9209224

Potohar Town......... 9209224
...D773343

Rawal Town

Wasa Water Tank

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125

business meetings had taken place during the forum

Abdul Razak said besides
the business forum, the two
sides also signed the agree-
ment between Uzbekistan
and Pakistan on Transit
Trade (AUPTT) on July 15
this year. About the salient
features of AUPTT, he said
that transit trade between
Uzbekistan and Pakistan
would take place along
pre-determined routes
and only utilizing specified
ports and border crossings.
The adviser said Uzbekistan
and Pakistan were obligat-
ed to ensure that suitable
infrastructure and person-
nel were available at border
crossings and would provide
separate spaces for off-dock
terminals and warehousing,

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to
the Prime Minister on
Commerce and Invest-
ment Abdul Razak Dawood
on Wednesday informed
the Upper House that a
Pak-Uzbekistan Business
forum was held in July this
year at Tashkent for bilat-
eral trade promotion.
During a question-hour
session, he said more than
2,000 business meetings
had taken place during the
forum that helped in sign-
ing approximately $50 mil-
lion agreements and deals,
besides 14 other Memoran-
dums of Understandings.

at entry/exit points and other
customs notified places, on
reciprocal basis. While each
country remained

responsible for
licensing  trans-f&
port  operators
like trucking §
firms registered §
in their territory,
Uzbekistan and
Pakistan  would
issue Road Trans-
port Permits on the

basis of which, transport
operators would be able to
transport goods through the
other country’s terri-
tory. Uzbek trucks
may carry goods
ia Pakistan to sea
ports rather than
. having to reload
'them onto Paki-
/' stani trucks at the
Afghanistan-Paki-
stan border and vice
versa, he add-

He said the Uzbek govern-
ment would recognize Paki-
stani driver’s licenses and
vehicle registration docu-
ments, and vice versa while
the Uzbek and Pakistani gov-
ernments would expedite
and simplify the process for
awarding multiple-entry vi-
sas to truck drivers from one
another’s countries.

With the exception of select-
ed perishable items, goods
transiting through Uzbeki-
stan and Pakistan would be
stored in sealed containers
meeting international speci-
fications, the adviser added.
He said the Uzbekistan-Pa-
kistan Transit Trade Co-
ordination Committee
(UPTTCC), which would

d $50mn deals signed
at Pak-Uzbek Business Forum

During a question-hour session, Razak Dawood said more than 2,000

be established under the
AUPTT, would be responsi-
ble for monitoring and facil-
itating the implementation
of the agreement.

Abdul Razak said moreo-
ver, as per article 40 (1) of
AUPTT, each contracting
party would notify the other
party in writing regarding
completion of its internal
legal procedures necessary
for the entry into force of
the Agreement. As of now,
he said the Federal Board of
Revenue has notified its rules
for the implementation of the
agreement. However, Uzbek-
istan has been requested
diplomatically to notify its
rules so that the agreement
may be opertionalized.
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ISLAMABAD: Assistant Commisioner Isaabad Ms Sidra Anwar, Zafar Bakhtawari, Ahsan Bakhtawari, Waqar Bakhtawari
and members of the Christian community cutting cake at a Christmas party hosted by the D Watson Line Club. —- DNA

Five reports of
Standing Bodies
presented in Senate

ISLAMABAD: As many as five reports of standing com-
mittees on Information and Broadcasting, National
Health Services, Regulation and Coordination, Railways,
Water Resources and Finance, Revenue and Economic
Affairs were presented in Senate on Wednesday. The Re-
ports were presented in the House by Senators Faisal
Javed, Mohammad Humayun Mohmand, Dost Muham-
mad Khan, Musadik Masood Malik and Saleem Mand-
viwalla respectively. Chairman, Standing Committee
on Information and Broadcasting Faisal Javed present-
ed special report of the Committee on the seminar for
young media professionals from Pakistan organized by
the combined efforts of Senate Standing Committee on
Information and Broadcasting and Chinese Embassy in
Pakistan. Mohammad Humayun Mohmand presented
report of the Committee on the Bill further to amend
the Transplantation of Human Organs and Tissues Act,
2010 [The Transplantation of Human Organs and Tissues
(Amendment) Bill, 2021] in the House.

Meanwhile, Senator Dost Muhammad Khan on behalf
of Chairman, Standing Committee on Railways Muham-
mad Qasim presented report regarding non-inclusion of
Balochistan province in ML-1 project, Senator Musadik
Masood Malik Chairman, Standing Committee on Wa-
ter Resources presented report about details/table of
underground water level in every district of Balochistan
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa during the last ten years, ascer-
tainment of decrease in water level in the whole country
and the steps taken by the Government to cope with the
issue in Senate. Moreover, Saleem Mandviwalla on be-
half of Muhammad Talha Mehmood, Chairman, Standing
Committee on Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs
presented the report on the Money Bill further to amend
certain tax laws [The Tax Laws (Third Amendment) Bill,
2021] in the House. The House also adopted motion re-
garding the recommendations on the Money Bill further
to amend certain tax laws [The Tax Laws (Third Amend-
ment) Bill, 2021], as reported by the Standing Committee

on Finance, Revenue and Economic Affairs. — Agencies

Christmas
cleanliness
drive starts

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpin-
di Waste Management
Company (RWMC) on
Wednesday kicked off
its special cleanliness
campaign for Christmas
celebrations besides de-
ploying additional sani-
tary workers. In a state-
ment, Managing Director
RWMC Awais Manzoor
Tarrar said that a compre-
hensive plan had been de-
vised on the eve of Christ-
mas. Under the special
cleanliness program, all
Churches, worship plac-
es, and their vicinity were
being cleaned, besides
the waste containers were
also being emptied. The
construction material or
debris was also being re-
moved from the Churches
adjacent areas while wa-
ter was being sprinkled,
Awais said. - DNA

CTO visits RCCI, assures
of resolving traffic issues

DNA

RAWALPINDI: Chief Traffic
Officer(CTO)  Rawalpindi
Taimur Khan on Wednesday
assured the traders that all
efforts would be made to
improve the flow of traffic
in the city. During a visit
to the Rawalpindi Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(RCCI), the CTO said that
their suggestions regarding
traffic improvement would
be implemented while the
proposal to ensure smooth

flow of traffic in Saddar
area, to ban rickshaw entry
from 5 pm to 8 pm was un-
der consideration. Taimur
said that the marking of
zebra crossings was being
developed, and drivers were
directed to follow the traffic
rules at all intersections.

RCCI President Nadeem
Rauf, on the occasion, urged
for improved traffic manage-
ment and demanded to build
more parking plazas to re-
solve traffic issues. He said
that traffic rules should be
strictly enforced, and certif-

icates of appreciation should
be given to the wardens who
have performed well.

Nadeem suggested that a
delegation of chambers and
traders accompany the CTO
to visit the markets and take
feedback on traffic flow and
solve the issues on the spot.
A question and answer ses-
sion were also held on the
occasion, and participants
voiced their concerns about
encroachments causing traf-
fic blockage in the commer-
cial market, the roadside of
Rawal Park and outside Res-

cue 1122 office as the road
was occupied by fruit carts,
causing severe congestion
in traffic and demanding
the immediate removal of
these carts. It was suggest-
ed that the number of traffic
wardens at Raja Bazar, City
Saddar Road, Committee
Chowk, Kachehri Chowk
should be increased.

The Senior Vice President,
Asim Malik, thanked the
Chief Traffic Officer for vis-
iting the Chamber and said
that such meetings should
be held regularly.

ITP devises
strategy
for smooth
traffic flow

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Traffic Police (ITP) has
devised a special plan to
cope with traffic jams in
Capital and also to make
special deployment in
busy areas of the city for
smooth traffic flow.

Senior Superintendent of
Police (Traffic) Rai Mazhar
Igbal visited various roads
on Wednesday including Is-
lamabad Expressway, Mur-
ree Road, Sri Nagar Highway
and IJP Principal Road. He
checked duties of policemen
there and directed Zonal SPs
to ensure additional deploy-
ment at busy points.

The SSP (Traffic) said that
ITP would come up with
a comprehensive plan for
smooth flow of traffic to
minimise the difficulties be-
ing faced by the commuters.
He directed for special de-
ployment at various major
junctions of the capital in
peak hours. He said a mod-
ern traffic system would be
introduced for convenience
of the citizens and they
would feel a positive change
in the traffic flow.

The SSP (Traffic) also
stressed upon the person-
nel of the force to accom-
plish their responsibilities
in a professional manner
and work hard for mainte-
nance of better image of
the force. He asked to adopt
courteous attitude with
the public and make more
efforts for the equal imple-
mentation of traffic laws on
roads showing politeness
and firm attitude.

Two drug
suppliers

awarded

sentence

RAWALPINDI: The Addi-
tional and Sessions Judge
Muhammad Afzal Majoka
on Wednesday awarded four
years and six months impris-
onment to one accused in a
drug smuggling case.

Tahir Mehmood was found
guilty of possessing 1270
grams of hashish and was
arrested by City police dur-
ing the current year.

After recording evidence
of the witnesses and final
arguments by the defence
and prosecution counsels,
the Judge also imposed a
fine of Rs 20,000 on the
convict besides giving im-
prisonment sentence.
Meanwhile, another District
and Sessions Court sen-
tenced an accused Shaukat
Ali to four years and six
months in prison for having
1370 grams of Charas.

The accused was nabbed by
Gujar Khan Police in 2019
and failed to prove himself
blameless. - APP

IESCO
issues power

programme

ISLAMABAD:  Islamabad
Electric Supply Company
(IESCO) on Wednesday is-
sued a power suspension
programme for Thursday
for various areas of its re-
gion due to necessary main-
tenance and routine devel-
opment work. According
to IESCO Spokesman, the
power supply of different
feeders and grid stations
would remain suspended for
the period from 09:00 AM
to 02:00 PM. - Agencies

COMSTECH organizes
lecture by Prof. Dr. Ariel Silber

ISLAMABAD: COMSTECH
organized a lecture on “The
Role of Amino Acids in the
Bioenergetics of Trypanoso-
ma Cruzi” delivered by Prof.
Dr. Ariel M. Silber, Depart-
ment of Parasitology, Uni-
versity of Sao Paulo, online
on Wednesday.

Prof. Silber talked about
Trypanosoma cruzi, and its
life cycle and metabolism.
He unfolded the very basic
fundamentals of mitoco-
hondria and its properties
as battery. He discussed
the contribution of three
amino acids: Proline, His-
tidine, and Alanine. Prof.
Silber concluded his talk
on answering the question
of how we can obtain some
numbers of mitochondrial
bioenergetics.

Coordinator General COM-
STECH, Prof. Dr. M. Igbal
Choudhary introduced the
speaker to the audience. He

said OIC member states are
spread over four continents
from north America to Af-
rica, Middle East and Cen-
tral and South Asia. Prof.
Choudhary said that many
of these countries are least
developed, these are tropi-
cal countries and are facing
host of problems like illit-
eracy, lack of medical sup-
plies, healthcare research
and huge disease burden.
He said, this is the reason
that we started this program
in collaboration with NTD
Network to develop capacity
of scientists in this region
through the lectures of top
scientists of the world.
COMSTECH, in collabora-
tion with A Global Network
for  Neglected Tropical
Diseases (NTD Network),
has launched a virtual lec-
ture series for researchers
across the Muslim world.
This programme draws

upon expertise from both
networks, and offers oppor-
tunities to gain or enhance
researcher’s knowledge,
skills and connections, to
help grow shared global ca-
pacity to tackle these rapid-
ly growing NTDs.

The NTD Network, funded
by UKRI’s Global Challeng-
es Research Fund (GCRF),
is a consortium of academ-
ic researchers from South
America, Asia, and the UK,
seeking new therapeutic
solutions to Leishmaniasis
and Chagas disease.

Both COMSTECH and the
NTD Network aim to pro-
mote global scientific coop-
eration and build research
capacity to find new and
better therapeutic solu-
tions for NTDs. This we-
binar was attended by the
academics, scientists and
the general public from all
OIC member states. - APP

IT ministry finalizes data
protection bill: Amin Ul Haque

The members of the committee appreciated efforts of the Ministry
of IT for preparation of the Data Protection Bill. The minister said
that the main purpose of the bill was to protect the data of citizens

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information Technology and Telecommunication Syed Amin Ul Haque on Wednesday informed
that data protection bill has been finalized by the Information Technology and Telecommunication Ministry for further
While chairing the special Committee on Data Protection, he said, that final draft of the bill will be tabled in
Parliament after approval of law ministry and related forums. The meeting was also attended by National Security Advisor
Moeed Yousaf, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and other stakeholders including trade’s representatives. The members of the
committee appreciated efforts of the Ministry of IT for preparation of the Data Protection Bill. The minister said that the
main purpose of the bill was to protect the data of citizens and to prevent its use without permission. He said that it was an
attempt of the ministry to bring the unanimous bill in consultation of the public and other stakeholders. Amin said, “The
\_first priority in the Data Protection Bill is the protection of public and business entities and national security”.

approval.

-DNA

ISLAMABAD: Japanese Ambassador Wada Mitsuhiro called on Federal Minister Syed Ali Haider Zaidi

to discuss the development opportunities in maritime sector at Ministry of Maritime Affairs. — DNA
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AFl pays

tribute to

Quaid-e-
Azam

RAWALPINDI: Anjuman
Faizul Isam (AFI) Wednes-
day organized a ceremony
in connection with the birth
anniversary celebrations of
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinnah.

Chairman, Begum Qamar
Jahan Foundation, Dr Jamal
Nasir was chief guest at
the function titled ‘Quaid-
e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah, a great leader’ while
President Anjuman Faizul
Islam, Dr Riaz Ahmed pre-
sided over the program.
Senior Vice President, AFI,
Mohtarma Fatima Azhar,
Chairman Educational Com-
mittee of AFI, Muhammad
Rafique Chohan, Finance
Secretary AFI, Raja Sabir
Hussain, Prof. Niaz Irfan,
Engineer Muhammad Ak-
mal and others also attend-
ed the programme.

Dr Jamal Nasir addressing
the participants paid rich
tributes to Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah for
his valuable contribution to-
wards creation of Pakistan,
organizing and leading the
Muslims to achieve a sepa-
rate Muslim state in South
Asia. He urged the citizens
to seek guidance from the
lifestyle of Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah and
work hard, put all energies
to transform Pakistan into a
model state. — APP

Five more
tested Covid
positive

RAWALPINDI: Five more
patients were tested pos-
itive of fatal coronavirus
during the last 24 hours,
raising the number of con-
firmed cases to 39,500 in
the district included 36,459
Rawalpindi residents and
3041 from outside districts.
Among the new cases,
the report said that one of
each case has arrived from
Rawalpindi ~ Cantonment,
Gujar Khan, Attock, KPK
and Islamabad areas.
“Presently, 21 confirmed pa-
tients were admitted to three
city facilities, counting 13 in
Institute of Urology, and four
in Fauji Foundation and Bena-
zir Bhutto Hospital each,” the
report said.

District Health Authority
updated that 38,189 pa-
tients had been discharged
after recovery, 35,160 with
Rawalpindi and 3029 from
other districts. In addition,
the report informed that 89
were quarantined, includ-
ing 69 at homes and 20 in
the isolation centres. It fur-
ther updated that 4,216,460
people, including 45,519
health workers, had jabbed
themselves against the
lethal coronavirus (COV-
ID-19) across the district
since the vaccination ad-
ministering drive launched
on March 10. The report
said that two patients were
on ventilators in critical
condition, six stable and 12
on Oxygen support, while
the positivity rate was re-
corded at 0.34 per cent
during the last 24 hours in
the district. — APP

EVMs
necessary for
fair elections:

Kanwal

ISLAMABAD: Parliamenta-
ry Secretary for Planning,
Development and Reforms
Kanwal Shauzab Wednes-
day said that Pakistan sup-
posed to use Electronic
Voting Machines (EVMs)
as a tool for transparency
in electoral system during
next general elections in
2023.

Talking to a private news
channel, she said that PM
Imran Khan had already
showed his commitment
to bring reforms in elec-
toral system by introducing
EVMs.

She said that during past
elections since 1970, the
losers always blamed for
rigging against the winners.
She said that PTI leader-
ship, first time in the his-
tory, has solved the prob-
lem (rigging) in elections
through EVMs system.
Replying to a question, she
said that PML-N leadership
through its fake news prop-
aganda and political influ-
ence in the private media
houses used to mislead the
public, adding, those doing
the politics of agitation
want to divert public atten-
tion from the plunderers.
She said that the people are
well-aware about the PML-N
mafia and thieves who have
been exposed. — APP

ICCI chief calls for
following Quaid’s vision

Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah said that Quaid-e-Azam had termed commerce & trade as
the life-blood of the economy and had urged for working with honesty & integrity to make
Pakistan a hallmark of good standard and quality in the marketplace

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Muhammad Shakeel Mu-
nir, President, Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (ICCI) has called
upon the government to adopt Qauid’s vi-
sion to make Pakistan a strong economy
of the region. He was speaking as chief
guest at a ceremony organized by the Is-
lamabad Founder Lions Club at the resi-
dence of senior politician and former Sen-
ator Syed Zafar Ali Shah to celebrate the
birthday of Father of the Nation, Quaid-e-
Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah. A cake was
cut at the occasion and the importance of
Quaid’s guiding principles of unity, faith
and discipline were highlighted.

ICCI President said that implementing
the economic vision of Quaid-e-Azam
was a key requirement to make Pakistan
a self-reliant, progressive and prosper-
ous country. He said that from the very
beginning, Quaid-e-Azam had stressed
for developing a strong industrial base
besides promoting agriculture and other
sectors to reduce Pakistan’s dependence
on others. He emphasized that the whole
nation including the business community
should follow the Quaid’s golden princi-
ples to make Pakistan a strong and rising
economy.

Senior politician and former Senator Syed
Zafar Ali Shah said that Quaid-e-Azam had
termed commerce & trade as the life-blood
of the economy and had urged for working
with honesty & integrity to make Pakistan

N

a hallmark of good standard and quality in
the marketplaces of the world. He said the
birthday of Quaiid-e-Azam reminded us to
act upon the Quaid’s vision to make Paki-
stan a prosperous country.

Baser Daud, President, Islamabad Founder
Lions Club stressed that the government
should accord high priority to promoting
trade and industry. He said that the gov-
ernment should focus on promoting ease of
doing business and take all possible meas-
ures to address the key issues of the busi-
ness community for economic revival of the

o

country.

Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh Senior Vice Pres-
ident, Faheem Khan Vice President ICCI
and others also spoke at the occasion.
They said that Quaid-e-Azam had stressed
for eradicating the illiteracy and providing
the best possible training to technicians,
scientists, businessmen and other profes-
sionals to produce trained and profession-
al manpower.

They urged that the government should
pay heed to these principles of Quaid-e-
Azam and establish a strong network of

s of the world

i

vocational & technical training institutes
across the country to produce trained and
skilled manpower that would help in put-
ting the country on the path of sustaina-
ble economic growth.

Sheikh Amir Waheed, Azhar ul Islam, Mu-
hammad Naveed Malik, Khalid Chaudhry,
Malik Najeeb, Faizan Shehzad, Malik Rab
Nawaz, Shazia Rizwan, Hira Riaz, Malik
Shuja, Raja Humayun, Malik Mohsin, Raja
Safeer, Sheikh Abdul Waheed, Saeed Bhatti,
Ashfaq Chatha and others were also present
at the occasion.

-

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Planning, Development, Reforms and Special
Initiatives Asad Umar and MNA Ali Nawaz cutting the cake during a ceremony to mark Christmas

and new year celebrations. — APP

PU invites online
admissions

73
b 255

Capital’s air
pollution reaches
record highest

ISLAMABAD: Federal capital’s air pollution reaches record
highest, reveals the 24 hours ambient air quality report of
Pakistan Environmental Protection Agency (Pak-EPA)’s on
Wednesday. According to the report, increased ratio of en-
vironmental pollutants causing bad air and degraded atmos-
phere leading to smog.

The National Environmental Quality Standards (NEQS) by EPA
set a threshold of 35 microgrammes per cubic meter for partic-
ulate matter of 2.5 microns (PM2.5), 120 microgrammes per
cubic meter for sulphur dioxide (SO2) and 80 microgrammes
per cubic meter to ensure clean ambiance.

The report highlighted that the past 24 hours average of PM2.5
was recorded 198.96 microgrammes per cubic meter which
was reported the highest ever during 8 hours average at 280.3
microgrammes per cubic meter from 1600 to 2400 hours. The
other parameters of daily quality report included SO2 and NO2
which are generally released from industrial emissions. The 24
hours average of SO2 was 19.88 microgrammes per cubic me-
ter and 43.44 microgrammes per cubic meter of NO2 and both
effluents were recorded within the permissible limits.

When contacted the EPA official informed that the air quality
was hazardous due to increased vehicular emissions and pro-
longed dry weather resulted in huge accumulation of suspend-
ed particles of air pollutants in the atmosphere. — APP

DNA

RAWALPINDI: The University of the Punjab on Wednesday
advised the students to submit online applications till Dec
30, for new admissions under Ehsaas Undergraduate Schol-

arship Phase-III Project.

The students have been advised to apply through Higher
Education Commission (HEC) online application portal
https://ehsaas.hec.gov.pk. to get admission in University
of Punjab. The Ehsaas Undergraduate scholarship program
was launched by Prime Minister Imran Khan for needy and
poor students and all the students with a family income of
less than Rs 45,000 per month and studying in the under-
graduate programmes across any of the 129 public sector
universities recognized by HEC are eligible to apply.

BS 1st and 2nd semester students are eligible to apply and
the students who are enrolled in morning section’s are eli-

gible for Ehsaas Scholarship phase-III.

The students who are enrolled in evening sections on self fi-
nance basis are not eligible and the students who are taking
other scholarship like the Punjab Educational Endowment

Fund, HEC Need Based Scholarship or any other are also

not eligible for this scholarship.

The students who did not fulfill their aim to get more educa-
tion due to financial problems can apply and get admission

under the scholarship program.

their issues on priority.

their problems ion priority.

somewhere else.

Kuavam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Inspector General of
Police (IGP) Islamabad Muhammad
Ahsan Younus on Wednesday met with
170 policemen and assured to resolve

During * Meet the Force Program’ on
Wednesday, he interacted with more
than 170 officials of different divisions
including 12 DSPs, 52 Inspectors,106
sub-Inspectors and assured to resolve

The IGP said that immediate promo-
tion would be made against all vacant
seats and salary would not be deduct-
ed of those policemen getting injured
during duty. The IGP said that transfer
policy would be introduced at all divi-
sions and all posting as well as trans-
fers would be made through it. No
transfer would be made before three
months and option would be given
after this period for getting transfer

discuss their issues.

Islamabad police chief directed conti-
nuity of all departmental and refresh-
er courses for equipping policemen
with modern techniques. He asked the
police officials to contact with him in

IGP assures to resolve
policemen 1ssues on priority

The IGP said that purpose of this pro-
gram is to enhance the coordination
among the policemen and officers and

case of any disease or other issue to
him as prompt assistance would be
provided through welfare fund.
Islamabad police chief assured to
stand with those policemen accom-
plishing their responsibilities in pro-
fessional manner and honesty while
to take stringent action against black
sheep as well as poor performers.

The president emphsised that they would have to change the approach and attitude
to brace the latest transformations in the realms of science and technology

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif
Alvi has underscored that skilled
and well-equipped youth graduates
in the fields of latest technological
innovations including wave tech-
nology and chip manufacturing
could fulfill country’s future re-
quirements.

He was addressing at the conclud-
ing session of the 1st International
Conference on Microwave, Anten-
nas and Circuits arranged by the
National University of Sciences
and Technology (NUST).

He stressed upon imparting of
quality education at the universi-
ties level, besides enhancing the
enrollment of graduates in the
higher studies to meet the ever-in-
creasing demands of the technolog-
ical and industrial market.

The president emphsised that they
would have to change the approach
and attitude to brace the latest
transformations in the realms of
science and technology.

“Besides, further enhancing the
quality of education at the univer-

sity level, we should focus on in-
creasing the number of graduates
in the higher studies to meet the
requirements of the local market
as well as the global market craving
for skilled people,” he added.

The president said the research
should be made in such a way that
could be applicable practically to
the market consumption.

T

He observed these were the basic
pillars upon which a country’s foun-
dation for future progress would
depend. The decisions of the aca-
demic, political and national lead-
ership also played important role
in setting the direction of nations,
he opined.

The president further stressed
upon enhancing the number of stu-

dents pursuing higher education
and said that the current ratio of 10
percent should be proportionally
increased to fill the vacuum.
“Without sacrificing quality, we
shall have to increase the numbers
of graduates proportionally with all
the available tools,” he added.
Dilating upon the significance of
cyber technology, he highlighted

the latest development in chip de-
signing and manufacturing.

The president said that the world
had taken a paradigm shift in the
technological and industrial revo-
lutions, therefore, Pakistan should
jump on this fast-paced train with
quality trained youth bulge.
Pakistan being the fifth most pop-
ulous country of the world was
blessed with immense talented
youth bulge who could take edge
in the latest technologies, setting
the country on the course of rapid
progress and prosperity, he added.
The president also gave away
awards among the researchers for
their best research papers over
microwave, antenna and circuits
technologies. On the occasion,
Rector NUST Lieutenant Gen.
(retd) Javed Mahmood Bukhari
and Principal RIMMS Dr. Hammad
Mehmood Cheema also spoke on
the occasion and highlighted the
importance of the conference and
exchange of academic and research
papers. — APP

ECNEC
approves
funds for

Ring Road
project

DNA

RAWALPINDI: The state-
of-the-art project Ring Road
which has been delayed for
21 years, after the approval
from ECNEC, paved the way
for laying the foundation
stone. Ring Road Rawalpin-
di will not only reduce traf-
fic flow and environmental
pollution from the city but
will also usher in a new era
of construction and devel-
opment. 38.6 km long ring
road with a width of 360 feet
will be constructed accord-
ing to world standards.

This will boost the activi-
ties of the industrial and
real estate sectors around
it. However, the inaugura-
tion of these projects will
not only strengthen the de-
clining reputation of PTI at
the public level but will also
bring relief to the more than
7 million population of the
Twin Cities.

It is reported that prepara-
tions for the inauguration
of the projects have now
started from the Prime Min-
ister’s House on December
25.  Authorities have com-
pleted preparations for the
relocation of a few graves and
a shrine on the way to Ring
Road in Mouza Kaliam area.

PNCA holds
events on
Quaid Day

celebration

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Na-
tional Council of the Arts
(PNCA) on Wednesday
organized various cultural
events in connection with
146th birth anniversary of
Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad
Ali Jinnah.

A painting exhibition, tab-
leau and speech competi-
tion were organized aimed
to educate youth about the
Quaid’s vision and his ideol-
ogy of Pakistan, said a press
release issued here.

Special events were ar-
ranged to highlight and
promote ideas and views of
the Father of the Nation,
particularly on rule of law,
the supremacy of the Con-
stitution and upholding of
democracy. Around 30 stu-
dents from various schools
participated in the painting
competition. A tableau on
Quaid ka Pakistan was also
held, in which students paid
tribute to Jinnah and the
country. They performed
on Wattan Ki Matti Gawah
Rehna, in front of photo-
graphs of notable person-
alities running in the back-
ground. The Quality School
Foundation Rawalpindi
came in first in the tableau
competition.

A teacher remarked that the
students were very excited
to participate in this com-
petition because of their
attachment to such events.
“In addition to enjoying an
extra-curricular activity, it
was also a good opportunity
for students to learn more
about the life of Quaid-i-
Azam and his struggle.”
National Puppet Theater
Pakistan National Council
of the Arts has present-
ed theme-based puppet
shows including the mes-
sage-Quaid code  perfor-
mances on various so-
cio-economic issues and
their solutions. — APP

PAL to
organise
Quaid seminar

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Academy of Letters (PAL)
will organise “Quaid-e-Azam
National seminar” on De-
cember 24.

Eminent scholar Prof Dr Mu-
hammad Igbal Chawla will
preside over the seminar.
Prof Dr Fakharul Islam and
Prof Dr Shujah Ahmed will
be chief guests on the oc-
casion, said a press release
issued here. Prominent
scholars Muhammad Yusaf
Aziz, Prof Dr Ghulam Qasim
Marwat, Dr Wahid Bakhsh
Joya will be guests of hon-
our.Chairman PAL, Dr Yusaf
Khushk will host the sem-
inar and present welcome
remarks on the occasion.

Dr Said Muhammad Awan,
Dr Samina Yasmeen, Dr
Shahzad Qaiser, Dr Muham-
mad Ishaq Fani, Dr Irum Mu-
zafar, Dr Siraj Ahmad Som-
roo, Inayatullah Magsi, Dr
Humera Naz, Kaleemullah
Marwat and Dr Sabahat Jalil
will speak on the life and con-
tributions of Quaid-e-Azam
Muhammad Ali Jinnah.

The seminar would be mod-
erated by Dr Manzoor Ali.



Iran-Saudi rivalry

HE Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)

holds potential for being a source of strength for

Pakistan to bring to the front pertinent foreign
policy issues. Unfortunately, due to a lack of unity and
internal skirmishes, the OIC has often failed to make use
of that influence. Hosting the OIC this year served as an
opportunity for Pakistan, not just to build upon its own re-
gional alliances and highlight the problem of Islamophobia
that unites all countries of the OIC, but also, to smooth
out the disagreements and misunderstandings that exist.
From that angle, there were certainly some successful
developments. According to the information ministry,
Prime Minister Khan separately met OIC Secretary-Gen-
eral Hissien Brahim Taha, Saudi Foreign Minister Prince
Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud, Iran’s Foreign Minister Dr
Amir Hossein Abdollahiyan and Malaysian Foreign Min-
ister Dato Sri Saifuddin Abdullah. The Iranian Foreign
Ministry has also confirmed that the Iranian Foreign
Minister Dr Amir Hussain and Saudi Foreign Minister
Faisal Bin Farhan Al Saud met.
On the surface, it does not appear to be a major de-
velopment. The foreign ministries of all countries are
also downplaying this—Pakistan’s Foreign Office, while
acknowledging the meeting, has not given further de-
tails. Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesperson Saeed
Khatibzadeh confirmed the meeting, however, termed
it as informal and brief, and said there is no progress
in negotiations between Iran and Saudi Arabia.
However, the impact this can hold for Pakistan if it is
to adopt a mediator role between Iran and Saudi Arabia
should not be underestimated. This is the sort of role we
can play if we use our diplomacy for regional peace. It is
a matter that is particularly pertinent to Pakistan, being
strong allies of Saudi Arabia, and neighbours to Iran, and
an end to this rivalry would be beneficial for all.
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Foreign currency
regulations

T was reported this week that the State Bank of Paki-

stan (SBP) has made amendments to its regulations

regarding the purchase of foreign currency, binding all
exchange companies to ensure that no individual shall buy
foreign exchange of more than $10,000 per day and $100,000
per calendar year. These amendments have been introduced
to improve documentation and transparency and to further
strengthen the foreign exchange regulatory regime.
Given the pace at which the rupee was losing its value, this
was an important decision to take. Even though the author-
ities increased the interest week recently to lower demand,
that in and of itself is not sufficient as a measure to bring
things under control. It made sense for the SBP to step in
considering how substantial amounts of foreign currency was
being purchased for speculative gains leading to excessive
demand in the open market. Due to this, a large number of
people who need foreign currency for reasons such as travel,
education, medical needs, etc, are being adversely affected.
This decision has had an immediate calming effect on the
currency as well as the rupee gained 50 paisas to end steady
at 180 per dollar in the interbank market on Monday. Now
that the demand will be curbed to some extent following
these measures, we can only hope for some stability in the
forex market in the coming days.
Given the severity of the situation, perhaps the authori-
ties could also consider increasing taxation on online and
card payments made to international vendors. Of course
these are hard decisions, but there are few options at this
moment; most of the goods or services under this cate-
gory would not be considered essential. While the gov-
ernment continues to downplay the inflationary crisis,
the fact is that Pakistan does find itself in a relatively
exceptional position. The status quo is unsustainable and
the disadvantaged among us continue to bear the brunt.
Extreme measures are indeed the need of the hour.

Palestinian history is being
erased — we must reclaim it

US policy dilemma

in Afghanistan

Ramzy Baroud

Walid Khalidi, one of
Palestine’s leading
historians, has been
aware, along with
many others, of these
massacres for decades. In
his seminal book “All That
Remains: The Palestinian
Villages Occupied and
Depopulated by Israel in
1948,” he refers to Al-
Burj, writing that its
only claim to existence
now is “one crumbled
house on the hilltop”

N investigative report by the Israeli

newspaper Haaretz on the 1948 massa-

cre of Palestinians is a mustread, par-
ticularly for those who consider themselves
Zionist or who, for whatever reason, support
Israel. “In the village of Al-Dawayima ... troops
of the 8th Brigade massacred about 100 people,”
the newspaper reported, though the number of
Palestinian victims later grew to 120. One of the
soldiers who witnessed the horrific event testi-
fied before a government committee in Novem-
ber 1948: “There was no battle and no resistance.
The first conquerors killed 80 to 100 Arab men,
women and children. The children were killed by
smashing their skulls with sticks. There wasn’t a
house without people killed in it.”
The Haaretz report of nearly 5,000 words is filled
with painful details, including stories of elderly
Palestinians who were unable to flee the invasion
and ethnic cleansing of historic Palestine (1947-
48), and were lined up against various walls and
massacred; of an older woman who was shot

four times at point-blank range; of other elders
crammed inside a home and shelled by a tank;
and of many Palestinian women raped.

Quite often, historians refer to the way Pales-
tine was ethnically cleansed of its native inhabit-
ants by making this typical assertion regarding
Palestinian refugees: “Those who fled or were
expelled from their homes.” The use of the
word “fled” has been exploited by supporters of
Israel, who claim that Palestinians left of their
own accord. It was Haaretz that, in May 2013,
reported on how Israel’s founding father and
first prime minister, David Ben-Gurion, fabricat-
ed that very history in order to protect Israel’s
image. Document number GL-18/17028, which
was found in the Israeli military archive, shows
how the story of the fleeing Palestinians — sup-
posedly at the behest of Arab governments —
was invented by the Israelis.

Sadly, as the newspaper’s latest revelations
prove, Palestinians who chose to stay, due to dis-
ability, age or illness, were not spared and were
massacred in the most horrifying way imaginable.
But something else struck me about the re-
port: The constant emphasis by delusional
Israeli leaders, then, that those who carried
out the numerous grisly murders were but a
few and that they hardly represented the con-
duct of an entire army. Note that the “army”
referred to here are Zionist militias, some of
which operated under the title of “gang.”
Moreover, much emphasis was attached to the
concept of “morality,” for example, “Israel’s mor-
al foundations,” which, according to those early
“ethical Zionists,” were jeopardized by the mis-
conduct of a few soldiers.

“In my opinion, all our moral foundations have
been undermined and we need to look for ways
to curb these instincts,” Haim-Mosh Shapira,
then-minister of immigration and health, was re-
ported by Haaretz as saying during a meeting of
the government committee.

Shapira, a voice of reason and ethics in Israel at
the time, was not questioning Israel’s right to
be established on the ruins of colonized — and
eventually destroyed — Palestine. Nor was he
questioning the killing of tens of thousands of
Palestinians or the ethnic cleansing of hundreds
of thousands during the Nakba. Instead, he was
protesting the excess violence that followed the

Nakba, when the future of Israel and the destruc-
tion of Palestine had been assured.
This branch of “humanistic” Zionism, that of
selective and self-serving morality, still exists to-
day. As odd as that may seem, the editorial line of
Haaretz itself is the perfect manifestation of this
supposed Zionist dichotomy.
Needless to say, few Israelis, if any, have been
held accountable for the crimes of the past. More
than 70 years later, Palestinian victims still cry
out for a justice that continues to be deferred.
One might find this conclusion a bit harsh. Zion-
ist or not, one may protest that, at least, Haaretz
has exposed these massacres and the culpability
of the Israeli leadership. Such assumptions are
highly misleading, however.
Walid Khalidi, one of Palestine’s leading histori-
ans, has been aware, along with many others, of
these massacres for decades. In his seminal book
“All That Remains: The Palestinian Villages Occu-
pied and Depopulated by Israel in 1948,” he refers
to Al-Burj, writing that its only claim to existence
now is “one crumbled house on the hilltop.”
This is not the first time an Israeli admission of
guilt, though always conditional, has validated
Palestinian victimization. In other words, every
Palestinian claim of Israeli misconduct, though
it may be verified or even filmed on camera,
remains in question until an Israeli newspaper,
politician or historian acknowledges its validity.
Our insistence on the centrality of the Palestini-
an narrative becomes more urgent than ever, be-
cause marginalizing Palestinian history is a form
of denial of that history altogether — the denial
of the bloody past and the equally violent pres-
ent. From a Palestinian point of view, the fate of
Al-Burj is no different from that of Jenin, that of
Mirun no different from that of Beit Hanoun, and
that of Deir Yassin no different from that of Rafah
— in fact, the whole of Gaza.
Reclaiming history is not an intellectual exercise
but a necessity, with intellectual, ethical, politi-
cal and legal repercussions. Surely, Palestinians
do not need to rewrite their own history; it is
already written. It is time that those who have
paid far more attention to the Israeli narrative
abandon such illusions and listen to Palestinian
voices, because the truth of the victim is a wholly
different story from that of the aggressor.

— Courtesy: Arab News

Are Arab militias losing
their usefulness for Iran?

James M. Dorsey

“That decision is an
Iraqi one,” said Qais
al-Khazali, the leader
of Asaib Ahl al-Haq or
Khazali Network, in a
television interview days
later. “Iran isn’t the way
it used to be, with 100%
control over the militia
commanders”

RANIAN support for Arab militias has long

threatened Iran’s detractors, unable to de-

velop an effective counterstrategy. Now, the
tide may be turning. A string of events suggests
that the usefulness of at least some of the mili-
tias in Lebanon, Yemen, Iraq, and Palestine is
waning as their popularity diminishes and rela-
tions with Iran encounter headwinds.
The militias’ changing fortunes and Iran’s seem-
ingly reduced influence challenges fundamental
strategic and defence concepts embraced by the
Islamic Republic since the clergy-led revolution
toppled the US-backed Shah in 1979.
“The overall picture is that Iran’s expansion
peaked in 2018 and has since entered a new
phase, in which Tehran has not suffered any
strategic military set-backs but is hitting a wall.
Iran’s biggest fundamental problem is that a ma-
jority of its allies ... frequently succeed in armed
confrontations. Yet they are subsequently incapa-
ble of ensuring political and economic stability,”
said Middle East scholar Guido Steinberg.
Add to that, almost 43 years later, Iran is a rev-
olution that, not unsurprisingly, has gone off the

rails. Beyond widespread corruption and eco-
nomic mismanagement, Iran has lost its initial
pan-Islamic ecumenical revolutionary appeal to
Shiites and Sunnis alike. Instead, Sunni Muslims
today perceive it as a Shiite and Iranian national-
ist force. To be clear, Iran is not about to dump
its non-state Arab allies. They remain too strong
a military force to defeat and valuable leverage of
Iranian regional power in Lebanon and Iraq even
if they may be past the peak of their shelf life.
Moreover, groups like Lebanon’s Hezbollah and
the Gaza Strip’s Hamas could force Israel to fight
on two if not three fronts were Israel to strike
against Iranian nuclear facilities.

As such, the strategy to build an outer defence
line in Arab countries populated by local ac-
tors has paid off handsomely. Hezbollah has be-
come the most powerful political and military
force in Lebanon, a player in the Syrian civil
war, and a model for militias elsewhere. Hamas
has ruled the impoverished Gaza Strip since
2007 while the Houthis have stymied the Saudi
war machine, if not, for all practical purposes,
defeated the kingdom in an almost seven-year-
long devastating war. Iraqi militias are a force
unto themselves.

More troublingly, militias likes Hezbollah and Ira-
nian-backed groups in Iraq have become increas-
ingly identified with corrupt regimes that have
responded violently to mass protests demanding
wholesale change. Protesters have taken the pre-
dominantly Shiite Muslim militias to task for pro-
moting a sectarian rather than a national identity
that transcends religion and ethnicity.

An alliance of Iranian-backed Shiite militias
emerged as the biggest loser in last October’s
Iraqi elections. The Fateh (Conquest) Alliance,
previously the second-largest bloc in parliament,
saw its seats drop from 48 to 17.

Moreover, claims by Hamas in Palestine and the
Houthis in Yemen that wars, foreign interven-
tion, and blockades prevent them from delivering
public goods and services are wearing thin.
Compared to past military conflagrations, last

May, an 11-day war with Israel failed to move the
needle on Hamas’s popularity impaired by alle-
gations of corruption and mass unemployment.
Meanwhile, Iran’s ambassador to the Houthis
in Yemen, Hasan Irlu, a close associate of Gen-
eral Qassem Soleimani, the powerful leader of
the Iranian Revolutionary Guard’s expeditionary
Quds Force, who was killed in an American drone
strike in Baghdad last year, was reported to have
died of Covid-19 while in transit in the kingdom
en route to Iran. Iranian officials blamed his
death on a Saudi refusal to allow an Iranian air-
craft to pick up the ambassador in the Yemeni
capital of Sana’a and fly him directly to Tehran.
Mr. Irlu “was evacuated in poor condition due
to delayed cooperation from certain countries,”
said Iranian foreign ministry spokesperson Saeed
Khatibzadeh. Saudi Arabia this week bombed Sa-
na’a airport after Mr. Irlu’s evacuation.
Houthi officials said that Mr. Irlu’s illness provided
an “opportunity” for the rebels to demand his depar-
ture. They said the group had complained to the Ira-
nian leadership about Mr. Irlu’s failure to coordinate
with the rebels in his meetings with tribal and politi-
cal leaders. Similarly, Esmail Qaani, Mr. Soleimani’s
successor as commander of the Qods Force, encoun-
tered pushback when he met in July with prolraqi
militias In Baghdad. Mr. Qaani sought to ensure that
they would refrain from attacking US targets in the
runup to renewed nuclear negotiations in Vienna.
“Iran isn’t the way it used to be, with 100% con-
trol over the militia commanders,” said an Ira-
qi Shiite political leader. That is a realization
that has yet to take root in Tehran, and once
it does could have far-reaching consequences
for Iranian policies and posture. Initially, Iran’s
cost/benefit analysis is likely to conclude that
the benefits of support for non-state Arab mili-
tias continue to outstrip the cost.
The question is, for how long.
— Dr. James M. Dorsey is an award-winning
journalist and scholar and a Senior
Fellow at the National University
of Singapore’s Middle East Institute

Syeda Hudaisa Kazmi

President Joe Biden
despite being an
advocate of retaining
a limited presence in
Afghanistan, followed
the footprints of his
predecessor. The
Taliban did not win
because they defeated
the Americans.
Taliban won because
Americans withdrew
from Afghanistan. The
war that Americans
lost and Taliban won
was not lost or won on
military grounds. It was
a political contest that
has been won politically
by Taliban. Taliban did
not use violence or
military tactics to push
Americans outside
Afghanistan. They
went on conquering
one region after the
other without much
resistance

HERE is only one decisive
victory: the last.” These are
the words of famous military

strategist Clausewitz. The United States
spent $1 trillion, almost two decades, and
claimed to have achieved the primary pur-
pose in Afghanistan that was defeating
Al-Qaeda yet the end for Americans cannot
be regarded as a “decisive victory”.

It is true that the initial goal of the United
States was to defeat Al-Qaeda but it soon
realized that the problem is not Al-Qaeda
alone. When the Taliban refused to hand
over Osama Bin Laden to Americans, the
Taliban had already shown which side
they have chosen. Now the Taliban were
a problem too.

Taliban were also apparently defeated
after the toppling of their government
in the aftermath of 9/11 but now stabili-
ty in Afghanistan became a challenge for
the world. The power vacuum that was
created in Afghanistan could have provid-
ed space for terrorist groups to rise and
threaten the US again. The US being the
custodian of moral principles, democracy,
and good governance took up the role of a
responsible hegemon.

The goal shifted from defeating Al-Qaeda
to defeating the Taliban to state-building
and nation-building in Afghanistan. The
end goal was noble, the means were not.
State-building and nation-building are not
possible through external factors. It does
not necessarily require huge resources
and boots on the ground. The political
change must come from within. The prob-
lem lied in internal weaknesses.

The US injected an abundance of resourc-
es in the hope of establishing democracy,
forming a stable government, ensuring
fair elections, framing a strong constitu-
tion, and promoting peace and security.
However, it failed to understand that mon-
ey cannot ensure these factors. The abun-
dance of foreign resources resulted in a
corrupt government and the democratiza-
tion of a tribal nation became a problem.
For Afghans, tribal identities mattered
more than the national identity under a
democratic system.

The resources were not reaching the com-
mon people. There was a weak judiciary. Vi-
olence could not be contained. The govern-

ment lost its legitimacy in the eyes of the
public. All these factors made many people
feel wistful about Taliban rule.

Another pertinent factor that was at play
was the game of narratives. The failure of
the US in Afghanistan was not an abrupt
event. It has started long ago and ironically
the United States was aware of it but never
acknowledged it. For the American people
and the entire world, they projected the
narrative of inching closer to success day
by day but the reality was far from it. In the
guise of this constructed narrative, the US
kept on making miscalculations one after
the other. The first miscalculation was to
invest so carelessly in Afghanistan without
any check on where the money was going.
The second miscalculation was to withdraw
from Afghanistan in haste.

The US withdrawal was not due to military
limitations, the purpose of peace in Afghan-
istan, or the people of Afghanistan. It was
because of domestic issues of the US. The
failure of the US in Afghanistan can be at-
tributed to its “imperial overstretch”. The
biggest challenge that the US faced in Af-
ghanistan impacted its domestic situation
as well as maintaining a balance between
its resources and national security commit-
ments. When the idea of withdrawal was
floated by President Donald Trump, he did
not care about the aftermaths on regional
security and the people of Afghanistan.
President Joe Biden despite being an ad-
vocate of retaining a limited presence in
Afghanistan, followed the footprints of his
predecessor. The Taliban did not win be-
cause they defeated the Americans. Taliban
won because Americans withdrew from Af-
ghanistan. The war that Americans lost and
Taliban won was not lost or won on military
grounds. It was a political contest that has
been won politically by Taliban. Taliban did
not use violence or military tactics to push
Americans outside Afghanistan.

They went on conquering one region after
the other without much resistance. The
Afghan army trained by Americans and
well equipped surrendered in the face of
weakly equipped Taliban. The local popu-
lation welcomed the Taliban rule. It was a
political victory for Taliban attributed to
the loss of faith in the Afghan government
and the political will of the US to provide
for Afghan people.

There was a battle of narratives and the
only thing that mattered was that whose
narrative is stronger. Unites States and the
Afghan government projected Taliban to
be hardcore extremists who would revert
the country back to the Stone Age. On oth-
er hand, Taliban kept on emphasizing the
nature of corrupt Afghan government. In
the end, the Taliban narrative was strong
enough to defeat the other narratives.

It is true that the US managed to attain
its initial goals but what about the goal
that it created itself over the period of
time? What about the reconstruction and
state-building in Afghanistan? Is the world
ready to work for the goodwill of Afghan
people and peace in the country? For
once will anyone think sincerely about
peace in Afghanistan? Whether it was cor-
rupt government or narrative building,
the Taliban are a reality now.

The international community needs to find
a way to deal with them. The facade of es-
tablishing peace in Afghanistan for the past
twenty years has taught one very important
lesson that violence does not end violence.
There should be a political solution to bring
peace and stability in Afghanistan.

The actors who have stakes in Afghanistan
should forget about pursuing their national
interest and focus on rebuilding peace in
the region. It looks convenient to contest
your enemy in a foreign land but people of
that country are suffering.

The flagbearers of protection of human
rights should now play their role carefully.
Although the world is not ready to fund the
Taliban government until they qualify on
certain merits, yet controlled financial aid
can be poured into the country through dif-
ferent organizations to primarily assist the
Afghan people. The major powers should
truly take calculated and responsible steps
in order to bring peace to Afghanistan.

— Author is an Islamabad based
writer who focuses on South
Asian Politics and Afghanistan.



WORLD / SPORTS

skl POST

Thursday, December 23, 2021

Briefs

SAARC's role
crucial for
welfare of
region: FM

FroMm Pace 01
The Foreign Minister re-
called the important and
constructive role played
by Pakistan in realizing the
true potential of SAARC
and making it a useful or-
ganization for regional co-
operation and mutual ben-
efit based on the principle
of sovereign equality.
He reassured the Secre-
tary-General of Pakistan’s
strong support for regional
cooperation and urged him
to accelerate the pace of
SAARC process.
The Foreign Minister reit-
erated Pakistan’s commit-
ment for hosting the SAARC
Summit when the artificial
obstacles created in its way
would be removed.
The Secretary-General
SAARC thanked the Foreign
Minister for sharing his
views on different SAARC
related issues and assured
to make concerted efforts
to strengthen cooperation
among Member States so
as to realize the full poten-
tial of SAARC.

Japan
expands aid
to Afghan
refugees

From Pack 01

nutrition, protection,
education, water and
sanitation for the Af-
ghan refugees and their
host communities in Ba-
lochistan, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, Punjab and Sindh
provinces.
On 20 December, the Gov-
ernment of Japan officially
announced its plan to con-
tribute a total of approx-
imately USD 109 million
to address the escalating
humanitarian crisis in Af-
ghanistan and the affect-
ed neighboring countries.
The above-mentioned USD
3.72 million assistance is
part of this plan.

UNSC
adopts
resolution
to ease...

FroMm Pace 01
“not a violation” of sanctions
imposed on entities linked
to the Taliban, it adds.
The international commu-
nity has struggled over
how to avert a humani-
tarian catastrophe amid
an economic meltdown in
Afghanistan since the Tal-
iban swept back to power
in mid-August, prompting
the United States to freeze
$9.5 billion in assets be-
longing to the Afghan cen-
tral bank.
An earlier US resolution
had sought to authorise
case-by-case exemptions
to sanctions, but that was
blocked by veto-wield-
ing permanent Security
Council members China
and Russia.
“Humanitarian aid and
life-saving assistance must
be able to reach the Afghan
people without any hin-
drance,” China’s UN Am-
bassador, Zhang Jun, said
in a tweet Monday.
The decision to limit the
scope of the resolution
to one year, which was
not part of the first draft,
aims to satisfy Washing-
ton’s European allies,
who, like India, had criti-
cised the absence of any
deadline and called for
strict control over the
destination of aid.

Royal
Bahraini
Naval
Commander
meets COAS

From Pace 01
wish for long term and
multi-domain enduring re-
lationship with Bahrain.
“On  Afghanistan, the
COAS stressed upon the
need for global conver-
gence and sincere efforts
to avert a looming human-
itarian catastrophe. He
underscored the impor-
tance of peace and rec-
onciliation initiatives in
Afghanistan.

The visiting dignitary
also appreciated Paki-
stan’s role in Afghan sit-
uation, special efforts for
border management and
role in regional stability.

Astana talks aimed at
Syria’s territorial integrity

The 17th round of the international meeting on Syria kicked off in Kazakh

capital Nur-Sultan on Monday with the attendance of representatives of
the sides, as well as the guarantor countries Turkey, Russia, and Iran

ForeigN DEsk

ANKARA: A day after the
latest two-day round of
Syria talks kicked off in Ka-
zakhstan, the parties of the
Astana Process expressed
their “strong commitment”
to Syria’s political unity and
territorial integrity, Tur-
key’s Foreign Ministry said
on Wednesday.

The 17th round of the inter-
national meeting on Syria
kicked off in Kazakh capital
Nur-Sultan on Monday with
the attendance of represent-
atives of the sides, as well
as the guarantor countries
Turkey, Russia, and Iran.
“At the meeting, latest de-
velopments in the political

process, situation in Idlib,
humanitarian aid and coun-
terterrorism issues were
discussed,” the Turkish min-
istry said in a statement.
Ambassador Selcuk Unal,
the Turkish Foreign Min-
istry’s director-general
responsible for Syria, rep-
resented Ankara at the
meetings, while the Russian
delegation was led by Presi-
dential Envoy for Syria Alex-
ander Lavrentiev and Iran’s
by Ali AsgharKhaji, a senior
aide to Foreign Minister
Hossein Amir-Abdollahian.
The Syrian regime joined the
meeting with a delegation
headed by Deputy Foreign
Minister Ayman Susan and
the opposition with a delega-
tion headed by Ahmad Tuma.

Syria’s neighboring Iraq, Leb-
anon, and Jordan are also tak-
ing part in the meetings with
observer status, along with
UN special envoy for Syria
Geir Pedersen.

During the talks, the Turkish
side first met with the UN
Special Delegation to Syria.
Underlining that the parties
“emphasized the importance
of maintaining calm” in the
de-escalation zone in Idlib,
a northwestern province of
Syria, the ministry also an-
nounced that they “agreed
to make further efforts to
improve the humanitarian
situation on the ground.”
“The Parties underlined
that illegitimate self-rule
initiatives under the pretext
of fighting terrorism are

unacceptable,” it said, also
expressing “grave concern”
over the “increasing attacks
and oppression against ci-
vilians by separatist struc-
tures in the east of the Eu-
phrates.” “In this context,
our determination in the
fight against the PKK/YPG
terrorist organization was
emphasized.”

According to the statement,
the participating sides also
declared their commitment
to “advancing the political
process in accordance with
UN Security Council resolu-
tion 2254.” “In this context,
they called for holding the
seventh round of the Consti-
tutional Committee as soon
as possible with a construc-
tive approach by the Syrian

parties,” it said.

As the return of Syrian refu-
gees was also a point of dis-
cussion at the meeting, the
officials “underlined the im-
portance and priority of facili-
tating the return of internally
displaced persons and refu-
gees to their original places
of residence in a dignified,
safe and voluntary manner,”
according to the ministry.

A working group on the re-
lease of detainees/abduct-
ees, the handover of bodies,
and identification of missing
people also convened on the
sidelines, it said. “Mutual re-
lease of some detainees on
16 December as part of the
sixth project of the Working
Group was welcomed. It was
agreed to continue such ac-

tivities and cooperation,”
added the statement. Earli-
er, Iran’s Foreign Ministry
unveiled plans to host the
next round of the Astana
meeting on the Syrian crisis
in its capital Tehran, without
giving an exact date. Syria
has been ravaged by a civil
war since early 2011 when
the Bashar al-Assad regime
cracked down on pro-democ-
racy protesters with unex-
pected ferocity.

The Astana peace process
to end the conflict was
launched in January 2017 at
the initiative of Turkey, Rus-
sia and Iran. Meetings of
the Astana guarantors also
contribute to the advance-
ment of the UN-led diplo-
matic process in Geneva.

Bencic, Jabeur positive for

PARIS: Olympic tennis
champion Belinda Bencic
and Tunisian Ons Jabeur
have tested positive for

Covid-19 after Abu

Covid-19 after competing in
the Abu Dhabi exhibition,
both confirmed on Tuesday,
a day after Rafael Nadal an-

nounced he had also test
ed positive. Former men's
world number one Nadal's
Spanish coach Carlos Moya,

Dhabi

45, also announced on Tues-
day he had tested positive on
his return from Abu Dhabi.
Jabeur replaced US Open
champion Emma Raducanu
after the Briton withdrew
from the event after a pos-
itive test. World number
ten Jabeur said that despite
being vaccinated she was
"experiencing strong symp-
toms" and would be recuper-
ating in her native Tunisia.
"I hope to overcome the
virus quickly and get well
soon," Jabeur added on Twit-
ter. "Unfortunately and even
though I am fully vaccinated,
I recently tested positive
for COVID-19," 23rd-ranked
Swiss Bencic also said on
Twitter. "I am currently
isolating and taking all pre-
cautionary (measures) to
get through this as best as
possible as I am experienc-
ing quite severe symptoms
(fever, aches, chills).

"While the timing is not
ideal - as I was in the final
stages of my preparations
for the Australian Open
swing - I will make my way
to Australia as soon as I am
cleared and past the isola-
tion period." The Australi-
an Open begins on January
17 in Melbourne. Moya,
winner of the French Open
in 1998, said in a series of
tweets he had been experi-
encing: "Fever, headache,
sweating, pain all over the
body, chills. I hope the
worst is over." — Agencies

Top players entered
next round of Serena

Tennis C’Ship

AFzAL JAVED

ISLAMABAD: Top seeding players entered into the second
round of on going Serena Hotels National Ranking Tennis
Championshipshere at PTF Complex, Islamabad organized by
PTF on Wednesday. A total number of 22 matches were played
on the third day and following are the results are given below:
Men’s Singles (First Round): Sami Zeb Khan btlsrarGul 62, 6-4;
Waqas Malik btFaizanFayyaz 7-5, 6-2; Saqib Hayat btJibranulHaq
64, 6-3; Hamid IsrarbtNameerShamsi 7-5, 6-2; NofilKaleembt
Farman Shakeel 62, 6-3 Boy’s U-18 Singles (First Round):
Hasheesh Kumar btRaahimVegar 60, 6-2; Azan Shahidbt M.
Ibrahim Saqib 6-2, 2-6, 64; Mahatir Muhammad btZaeemGha-
foor 6-1, 6-2; Kamran Khan bt Azan Sajid 6-2, 6-0; M. Zaryab
Khan bt Zalan Khan 7-5(ret); Ladies Singles (First Round):
Sarah MahboobbtMahnoorSuhail 60, 6-0; NidaAkrambtAzee-
naAleem 7-6(5), 6-2; UshnaSuhail w/o Sara Pervez; SheezaSa-
jidbtOreenJasia 6-2, 6-2; MeheqKhokhar w/o Amara Khan; Noor
Malik (Wapda) w/o Aesha Rao; Natalia Zamanbt Mariam Mirza
6-0,6-1; AsifaShahbaz bt SeherAleem 64, 6-3 Men’s Doubles
(First Round); Yousaf Khalil / Heera Ashigbt Ahmed Asjad
/ Talha Bin Asif 6-2, 6-3; Shahzad Khan / Usman EjazbtNam-
eerShamsi / Imran Bhatti 6-1, 6-3; Hasheesh Kumar / Mahatir
Muhammad bt Abbas Khan / Tahir Ullah 6-3, 3-6 (10-6); Ahmed
Kamil / Ibrahim Omer btEjaz Ahmed / AsadUllah 6-2, 4-6 (10-8)

US concerned over
Turkey's drone sales

to conflict-hit Ethiopia

AGENCIES

ISTANBUL: US authorities
have taken issue with Tur-
key over its sales of armed
drones to Ethiopia, where
two sources familiar with
the matter said there was
mounting evidence the gov-
ernment had used the weap-
ons against rebel fighters.
Washington has "profound
humanitarian concerns"
over the sales, which could
contravene U.S. restrictions
on arms to Addis Ababa, a
senior Western official said.
The year-long war between
Ethiopia's government
and the leadership of the
northern Tigray region,
among Africa's bloodiest
conflicts, has killed thou-
sands of civilians and dis-
placed millions.

A State Department spokes-
man said U.S. Horn of Af-
rica envoy Jeffrey Feltman
"raised reports of armed
drone use in Ethiopia and
the attendant risk of civilian
harm" during a visit to Tur-
key last week.

A senior Turkish official
said Washington conveyed
its discomfort at a few
meetings, while Ethiopia's
military and government
did not respond to detailed
requests for comment.
Turkey, which is selling
drones to several countries
in Europe, Africa and Asia,
has dismissed criticism that
it plays a destabilising role

in Africa and has said it is in
touch with all sides in Ethio-
pia to urge negotiations.
Last week the United Na-
tions agreed to set up an
independent investigation
into rights abuses in Ethi-
opia, a move strongly op-
posed by its government.
Tigrayan rebel forces said
on Monday they were
withdrawing from some
northern regions after gov-
ernment advances and, in
a letter to the UN, called
for a no-fly zone for drones
and other hostile aircraft
over Tigray.

The U.S. State Depart-
ment clamped down in
May on exports of defence
products for Ethiopia's
armed forces.

In September, the White
House authorised sanc-
tions on those engaged,
even indirectly, in policies
that threaten stability, ex-
pand the crisis or disrupt
humanitarian assistance
there, though there has
been no indication of any
such imminent action
against Turkey.

The U.S. Treasury, which
has broad economic sanc-
tions authority under that
executive order, declined to
comment on whether sanc-
tions could apply to Turkey.
The senior Turkish official
said the foreign ministry
examined how the drone
sales might impact U.S. for-
eign policy as part of 2022
budget planning.

AHC: India beat Pakistan
- 4-3 to bag bronze

DNA

DHAKA: India outclassed
Pakistan by 4-3 in the
thrilling third-place en-
counter to achieve a
bronze medal in the
Men's Asian Champions
Trophy 2021 in Dhaka.
Both Pakistan and India
were edged out from the
tournament after South
Korea thumped Pakistan
by 6-5 in the first semi-fi-
nal and Japan beat India
by 5-3 in the second.

In the interesting bronze
medal match, India started
the game in an attacking
style as Harmanpreet Sin-
gh scored the goal in just
the second minute of the
match, as Pakistan's Afraz

brought things level in the
10th minute. Though, the
second quarter went goal-
less as both teams ended
the first half with one goal
each. Pakistan's Rana put
his team 2-1 ahead by scor-
ing the goal in the 33rd
minute, as India's midfield-
er Sumit once again equal-
ised the match.

The last ten minutes of the
game were full of intense
hockey as both teams dis-
played some attacking
hockey, and India's Varun
put them 3-2 ahead in the
53rd minute, while Akash-

deep doubled the lead
three minutes later.
Pakistan's Nadeem

brought hope by scoring
in the 57th minute to
make it 4-3, but India suc-

cessfully defended their
lead as they clinch the
important match against

arch-rivals Pakistan to
achieve a bronze medal.

The final of Men's Asian
Hockey Champions Tro-
phy 2021 will be played
between South Korea and
Japan today.

The PCB chairman spoke about Pakistani leg-spinner Yasir Shah, who was named in the FIR
of a minor’s rape. Without taking his name, Raja said that the PCB has a “no tolerance policy”
in such matters and that an investigation is underway to uncover the truth related to the case

permanent coaches and
team selection.

The PCB chairman said that
the team was on an impres-
sive trajectory but acknowl-
edged that “more work
needs to be done.”

“Pakistan has to improve

NAzIR SAYAL

KARACHI: Pakistan Crick-
et Board (PCB) Chairman
Ramiz Raja Wednesday
said he would not “rest”
till Pakistan does not be-

come a world-class team
and beats Australia at
their home turf.

The former Pakistan cap-
tain and PCB chairman
was addressing a press
conference in Karachi
with newly-appointed CEO
Faisal Hasnain. Raja spoke
on a wide range of issues,
including the dismal at-
tendance during the re-
cently-held Pakistan-West
Indies series, the need for

its fielding a lot,” he not-
ed. “I have been working at
the PCB for the past three
months yet it feels like 30
years have passed. I now
realise that holidays are a
huge blessing.” Raja spoke
about his performance so
far as the PCB chairman,
saying that he raised his
voice at the Asian Cricket
Council after New Zealand
and England withdrew from
the Pakistan tour.

“I said during the meeting
that if any Asian country
is mistreated, everyone

should raise their voices
against it,” he disclosed.

The PCB chairman said
that he did not have any “fi-
nal opinion” when it comes

to coaches. “We would
be trapped if we roped in
coaches for long-term con-
tracts. We need specialists,
not coaches,” he added.
The former Pakistan crick-
eter said that it would be
better if coaches were em-

ployed at the basic level to
groom future stars, adding
that no decision had been
taken to either appoint a lo-
cal or foreign coach yet.

The PCB chairman spoke
about Pakistani leg-spinner
Yasir Shah, who was named
in the FIR of a minor’s rape.
Without taking his name,
Raja said that the PCB has a
“no tolerance policy” in such
matters and that an investiga-
tion is underway to uncover
the truth related to the case.
Ramiz Raja said that the
players representing Paki-
stan are on ambassadorial
positions, adding that they
have been trained who to
pick and socialise with.

He said that the players’ sal-

aries have been increased
so that they can stay in five-
star accommodations where
there are no distractions.
“Each player earns Rs50 to
60 lac per month,” he dis-
closed. However, he stated
that the PCB plans to invite
scholars to give players lec-
tures on morality.

“We have invited Mustan-
sar Hussain tarrar and
Ashfaq Ahmed to talk to
players on how to handle
fame and [educate them]
that making money should
not be their focus. We need
to work on them more,” he
added. Additionally, Chair-
man PCB, said that the
media made headlines on
the case prematurely.

German RT
channel goes
off air after
Russia row

FRANKFURT: The Ger
man-language channel of
Russian state broadcast
er RT was taken off air
Wednesday for not having a
valid satellite license, Ger-
man regulators said, in the
latest escalation of a media
spat between the two coun-
tries. Germany’s MABB
media watchdog said RT DE
had neither requested nor
been granted a broadcasting
license in the country.
European satellite operator
Eutelsat confirmed it had
suspended the channel at
the request of German reg-
ulators, “effective as of to-
day”. The move comes less
than a week after YouTube
blocked a third German-lan-
guage RT channel, angering
Moscow. RT DE said the
latest attempt to block its
broadcasts was “illegal” and
the result of political pres-
sure from Berlin, at a time
of diplomatic tensions be-
tween Germany and Russia.
It says the channel is head-
quartered in Moscow and
has a Serbian license for
cable and satellite transmis-
sion, which RT says allows it
to be broadcast in Germany
under European law. Ger
many’'s MABB regulatory
authority however considers
the Serbian license insuffi-
cient because RT DE “is in
German and aimed at the
German market”. - APP

Kenya bans
unvaccinated
from public

places

NAIROBI: People in Ken-
ya will have to show proof
of Covid-19 vaccination
to use public transport or
enter government offices,
the health ministry said
Wednesday, ignoring a court
order against the measures.
The proportion of Kenyans
returning a positive Covid
test has soared recently,
from 1 percent in early
December to almost 30
percent now, smashing pre-
vious records as fears grow
over the infectiousness of
the Omicron variant.

In the last 24 hours, 3,328
people have been diagnosed
with Covid-19 out of 11,197
tests - a key indicator of the
spread of the virus in a coun-
try where access to tests is
limited and overall infection
figures can be unreliable.
The East African country
announced last month that
it would impose tough re-
strictions on unvaccinated
people from December 21
but a Nairobi court last week
suspended the order pend-
ing the hearing of a case filed
by a businessman who called
the measures “tyrannical”.
But on Wednesday, senior
health ministry official Mer-
cy Mwangangi said the re-
strictions were now in force.
“In public places, all per-
sons must show proof of
vaccination for admission
for example into national
parks, game reserves, ho-
tels, bars as well as use of
public transport,” she said.
“In the event of non-compli-
ance, action shall be taken,
which may include the with-
drawal of the licence of the
institution.” - APP

Tunisia
introduces
compulsory

vaccine passes

TUNIS: Compulsory vac-
cination passes aimed
at limiting the spread of
Covid-19 came into force
in Tunisia on Wednesday,
despite some popular
opposition and criticism
from rights group Amnesty
International. Only those
presenting a vaccination
pass and their national
identity card are now able
to access cafes, banks,
shopping centres and state
institutions.

Dozens of people pro-
tested in central Tunis on
Tuesday and Wednesday
against the measure, which
was decided by President
Kais Saied in October with
the aim of speeding up
the country’s vaccination
campaign and limiting the
spread of the virus.

On Tuesday, Amnesty
International urged the
authorities to suspend

application of the decree,
saying it contained provi-
sions which violate human
rights. “The Tunisian au-
thorities must not imple-
ment the new decree-law
until they have amended it
to ensure the vaccine pass
requirements do not vio-
late international human
rights law by needlessly
threatening the livelihoods
of Tunisians by inflicting
unduly harsh penalties for
non-compliance”. - APP
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Turkey
arrests US
diplomat

AGENCIES

ANKARA: Turkish authori-
ties have arrested an Amer-
ican diplomat working for
the U.S. Consulate in Leb-
anon for allegedly providing
a fake passport to a Syrian
national, Turkey’s state-run
news agency reported on
Wednesday.

The Anadolu Agency said
the suspect, identified by
his initials D.J.K., was de-
tained at Istanbul Airport
on Nov. 11, and was later
formally arrested on sus-
picion of selling the forged
passport to the Syrian na-
tional for $10,000.

Anadolu said the Syrian was
detained for questioning af-
ter he attempted to travel to
Germany on the false pass-
port, which was in D.J.K.’s
name.

Police later determined
through an examination of
security camera footage,
that D.J.K. gave him the
passport at the airport and
the two also exchanged
clothes. Police also seized
an envelope containing
$10,000 from the diplomat,
the report said.

The American was jailed
while the Syrian was re-
leased pending possible pro-
ceedings for falsifying docu-
ments, Anadolu reported.
The U.S. Embassy in Anka-
ra would not comment on
the report. There was also
no immediate comment
from the U.S. Embassy in
Beirut.

Libya’s
interim PM
resumes
duties

NEws DESK

TRIPOLI: Libya’s interim
Prime Minister Abdul Ha-
mid Dbeibeh has resumed
his duties, amid an ex-
pected postponement of
the country’s presidential
elections, according to a
Libyan government source
on Wednesday.

“Dbeibeh resumed his du-
ties on Tuesday after a sus-
pension for participating in
the polls,” said the source,
who preferred to remain un-
named. In November, Dbei-
beh assigned his duties to
his deputy in order to take
part in the country’s presi-
dential elections, slated for
Dec. 24.

The move comes amid
reports about a possible
postponement of the polls.
Earlier on Wednesday,
Libya’s High National
Elections Commission pro-
posed postponing the pres-
idential elections for one
month, to be held on Jan.
24, 2022.

Libyan rival parties have
been in disagreement over
the voting timetable for
the presidential and par-
liamentary elections to be
held simultaneously or one
after the other.

Libyans hope that the up-
coming elections will con-
tribute to ending an armed
conflict that has plagued the
oil-rich country for years.

Dozensfeared
missing after
Myanmar

landslide

WEB DESK

YANGON: Dozens of peo-
ple are missing after a
landslide hit a town in the
Southeast Asian country of
Myanmar on Wednesday.
The incident occurred
in the Hpakant township
in the northern Kachin
state at around 4 a.m.
(2130GMT Tuesday night).
“More than 100 vendors
and prospectors are miss-
ing,” the Irrawaddy news
website tweeted.

It was the second landslide
since last Sunday.

“The landslide left over 80
people missing, and the
rescue operation is being
carried out,” U Kyaw Min,
a village administration of-
fice official, told Chinese
Xinhua News.

It said the landslide oc-
curred at a jade mining
site.

Dozens of rescuers are
working to recover people
missing in the landslide,
including those who may
have drowned in a nearby
lake.

The township is prone to
landslides, with 174 people
killed in a major catastro-
phe last July.

China, Germany must work

together for world’s future

“Both China and Germany are defenders of multilateralism and contributors to global
development,” he said, calling for them to boost cooperation to “find practical solutions to

problems concerning the shared future of

ForeigN DEsk

BEIJING: China and Germany are “defenders of multilater-
alism” who need to work together for the “shared future of
mankind,” the president of China said in a Tuesday phone
call with Germany’s new chancellor.

President Xi Jinping told Chancellor Olaf Scholz that China
and Germany “need to work together to meet challenges
and make new contributions to global governance,” accord-
ing to a statement by the Chinese Foreign Ministry.

“Both China and Germany are defenders of multilateralism
and contributors to global development,” he said, calling
for them to boost cooperation to “find practical solutions to
problems concerning the shared future of mankind.”

“Both sides need to seek settlement of regional hotspot is-
sues through dialogue, uphold and strengthen the principle
of democracy in international relations, and firmly oppose
all forms of hegemony and Cold War mentality,” Xi said, us-
ing a term Beijing has repeatedly used to denounce the US’
moves to build alliances against China. “Only when coun-
tries develop together can there be true development,” he
stressed. Xi told Scholz that Beijing hopes Germany will
continue to play a positive role in stabilizing China-EU ties
and “inject stability and positive energy into the relation-
ship.” “China and the EU are two major independent
forces in the world with broad strategic consensus and
common interests,” he said.

Emphasizing that China greatly values its relations with

Germany, Xi said cooperation between the two countries
remains a “bellwether” of collaboration between China
and Europe. Relations between China and Germany have
shown “ample vitality, endurance, resilience and poten-
tial,” and the two countries should “embrace a global
vision” as they strive further strengthen their ties, the
statement quoted Xi as saying.

Scholz said he was ready to enhance friendship and coop-
eration between Germany and China, according to a brief
press release by the German government.

The Chinese Foreign Ministry’s statement said the German
chancellor expressed willingness to work with Beijing to up-
hold multilateralism in international affairs. He said the two
sides have developed strong trade and investment relations
along with “close cooperation in confronting such global
challenges as climate change and the COVID-19 pandemic,
and close communication on such regional affairs as the Af-

mankind”

ghan issue and the Iranian nuclear issue.”

Scholz said Germany wants to work with China in the spirit
of mutual respect and trust to bolster their strategic part-
nership, strengthen practical cooperation in such areas as
clean energy, digital economy and services, and promote
EU-China relations in a constructive manner.

Beijing and Berlin “should chart the general course of
bilateral relations from a strategic perspective,” the Chi-
nese president said. “Both China and Germany are major
countries with important influence. A sound development
of bilateral relations not only serves the fundamental inter-
ests of the two countries and the two peoples, but also con-
tributes to world peace and stability,” he added.

Xi stressed the need to “actively promote mutually benefi-
cial cooperation in a practical manner.”

“The economies of China and Germany have benefited a
lot from each other’s development. China has been Germa-
ny’s largest trading partner for five consecutive years, and
bilateral economic and trade cooperation has kept growing
against the pressure of the COVID-19 pandemic,” he said.
Xi called for the two sides to “actively explore new areas of
cooperation such as new energy and green and digital econ-
omy, and unleash the growth potential of trade in services.”
“China welcomes German enterprises to leverage advan-
tages and seize the new opportunities brought by China’s
opening-up ... China believes that closer cooperation be-
tween China and Germany within the framework of the Belt
and Road Initiative will benefit Belt and Road countries and
promote connectivity of the Eurasian continent,” he said.

EU to launch
legal action
against Poland

BRUSSELS: The EU announced on Wednesday it is
launching legal action against Poland for ignoring Euro-
pean Union law and undermining the independence of its
national judiciary.

EU economy commissioner Paolo Gentiloni said the in-
fringement proceedings targeted Poland for breaching the
primacy of EU law and for deciding that certain articles of
EU treaties were incompatible with Polish laws.

The step escalates a long-running feud between Warsaw
and Brussels over Poland’s perceived backsliding on EU
democratic norms.

Brussels is already withholding approval of coronavirus
recovery funds for Poland over the row.

Poland’s Deputy Justice Minister Sebastian Kaleta hit
back by calling the EU announcement “an attack on the
Polish constitution and our sovereignty”.

Legal action from Brussels was expected given persistent
defiance from Poland’s Constitutional Court to the Euro-
pean Court of Justice (ECJ).

The ECJ has already ruled against Poland for implement-
ing a mechanism to lift the immunity of judges in the Con-
stitutional Court and to sack any not deemed acceptable
by the parliament dominated by the governing populist
Law and Justice party.

The European Commission is also upset over a 2019 Pol-
ish law that prevents Polish courts applying EU law in cer-
tain areas, and from referring legal questions to the ECJ.
Gentiloni told a media conference the Polish moves
“breached the general principles of autonomy, primacy,
effectiveness and uniform application of Union law and
the binding rulings of the Court of Justice”.

The European Commission, he said, considers the Polish
Constitutional Court “no longer meets the requirements
of an independent and impartial tribunal established by
law, as required” by a fundamental EU treaty.

He said Poland had two months to respond to a formal
letter setting out the grounds of the infringement proce-
dure. — APP

Ambassador Sajid Bilal calls
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CAIRO: Ambassador Sajid Bilal called
on His Eminence Ahmed El-Tayeb,
Sheikh Al-Azhar Al-Sharif today. The
Ambassador briefed the Grand Imam
on the importance of the 17th Extraor-
dinary Session of the Council of For-
eign Ministers of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) held in Is-
lamabad on 19 December 2021 on the
humanitarian situation in Afghanistan.
The Ambassador informed that be-
sides Foreign Ministers and repre-

States and Observers, special in-
vitees from the UN, International
Financial Institutions (IFIs) and P-5
countries, Germany, Italy, EU and
Japan also participated in the meet-
ing. The Session reflected Pakistan’s
abiding commitment and consistent
efforts to promote peace and stabili-
ty in Afghanistan and the continued
well-being of the Afghan people, the
Ambassador noted. A fund in the Is-
lamic Development Bank (IDB) has
been established to invite contribu-
tion from countries to provide hu-
manitarian assistance to the Afghan

In addition, the Ambassador briefed
the Grand Imam about the launch of
Paigham-e-Pakistan Book, a compila-
tion of Fatwas by Pakistani Ulemas,
promoting tolerance and debunking
extremist ideologies. The book is
translated in Arabic by Al-Azhar Uni-
versity and the foreword has been
written by His Eminence, the Grand
Mulfti of Egypt.

Shiekh Al-Azhar Al-Sharif praised the
outcomes of the 17th Extraordinary
Session of the OIC Council of Foreign
Ministers and welcomed the efforts of
Pakistan in bringing peace in Afghani-

. ister informed his counterpart

sentatives from the OIC Member

people.

US urges Russia to stop
‘inflammatory rhetoric’

ForeigN DEsk

WASHINGTON: Following Russian
Defense Minister Sergey Shoigu’s re-
marks about the situation in eastern
Ukraine, US Department of State
Spokesperson Ned Price called upon
Russia to stop ‘inflammatory rhetoric.’
“Contrary to statements from the Rus-
sian Defense Minister, Russia and its
proxies are responsible for escalating
tensions, not Ukraine or the United
States,” he said in a Twitter post. “We
call on Russia to stop using false, inflam-
matory rhetoric and take meaningful
steps to de-escalate tensions to provide
a positive atmosphere for discussions.”

The spokesperson did not specify what
statements he was referring to.
Russian Defense Minister Army Gener-
al Sergey Shoigu said at the ministry’s
enlarged board meeting on Tuesday
that more than 120 mercenaries from
private US military companies were
detected in the towns of Avdeevka and
Priazovskoye in the Kiev-controlled are-
as of the Donetsk Region. They are set-
ting up firing points, plotting military
operations and training radical armed
groups. According to Shoigu, canisters
with unknown chemical substances
were delivered to the town of Avdeyev-
ka and the village of Krasny Liman.
Pentagon spokesperson John Kirby
was quoted as saying by Politico that

“those statements by Minister Shoigu
are completely false.”

Additional measures to control the
ceasefire along the contact line in Don-
bass have been in force since July 27,
2020. However, the situation in Don-
bass has been escalating since late Feb-
ruary 2021, with shootouts reported
from the contact line quite frequently
and casualties reported on both sides,
including among civilians. The situa-
tion further escalated after October 13,
when Ukrainian security service cap-
tured an officer of the Lugansk People’s
Republic (LPR) mission to the Joint
Control and Coordination Center. DPR
and LPR accuse Kiev of deliberately
provoking escalation of the conflict.

stan and the region.

Erdogan hails new
economic program

ANKARA: Measures being taken by the government to
shore up the Turkish lira will benefit
each and every one of Turkey’s 84 mil-
lion people, the country’s president said
on Wednesday.

“The winner here is not only those who
have money in the bank or the exporter;
this is for the entire country, each and
every one of our 84 million citizens,”
Recep Tayyip Erdogan said in an address
to the Justice and Development (AK) Party’s parliamentary
group. New mechanisms to protect the lira unveiled by Tur-
key this week include a system to compensate lira depos-
itors for foreign currency fluctuations, while encouraging
citizens to move towards Turkish lira-based assets.

The fresh measures come in the wake of rising prices
and exchange rates as the government pursues its “new
economic model,” which emphasizes opposition to high
interest rates. — Agencies

Azerhaijan, Georgia ink military co-op plan

The cooperation plan was signed at the end of a Baku-based meeting
ountries’ military delegations
\[l:

DNA

BAKU:  Azerbaijani  Defence
Minister Zakir Hasanov and his
Georgian counterpart Juansher
Burchuladze have signed a bilater-
al cooperation plan for 2022, the
Defence Ministry reported on De-
cember 22.

The cooperation plan was signed
at the end of a Baku-based meet-
ing between the two countries’
military delegations.

Addressing the meeting, Hasanov
noted the high level of Azerbai-
jani-Georgian cooperation and
stressed its role in ensuring re-
gional security, as well as the two
countries’ development.

He underlined the importance of
joint drills. Hasanov described
the Eternity-2021 comput-
er-assisted trilateral joint com-
mand-staff drills held in Georgia
as a clear example of friendship
and unshakable cooperation be-
tween the two nations.
Furthermore, the defence min-

between the two ¢

about the work carried out on
Azerbaijan’s liberated territories
following the 44-day war with Ar-
menia in 2020.

In turn, Burchuladze described
his visit to Baku as a clear ex-
ample of the high level of Azer-
baijani-Georgian relations and
emphasized the need for such
meetings for expanding future
cooperation.

He congratulated Azerbaijan on
the victory in the 44-day war and
underlined the importance of es-
tablishing peace in the region.

It was stressed that the friendly
ties between the Azerbaijani and
Georgian leaders played an im-
portant role in the development
of bilateral relations. The sides ex-
changed views on the work done
to develop bilateral, as well as tri-
lateral joint military cooperation
with the participation of Azerbai-
jan, Georgia and Turkey.

They also focused on the pros-
pects for further military cooper-
ation, joint military drills, arrang-
ing working meetings and other
issues of mutual interest.

Balkan
stability
crucial for
Europe

NEews DEsk

BELGRADE: Stability in
the Balkans is extremely
important for the region,
Europe, and the world, Tur-
key’s parliament speaker
said on Wednesday.
“Lasting peace and stability
in the Balkans is of great
importance not only for the
region, but also for Europe
and the world,” Mustafa
Sentop said, addressing a
joint news conference with
Ivica Dacic, the head of Ser-
bia’s parliament.

For his part, Dacic said Tur
key’s stabilizing role in the
region was “very important,”
adding: “That’s why Serbia
wants to develop fraternal
and friendly relations with
Turkey and seek common in-
terests, as well as serve as a
link for pursuing common in-
terests with Bosniak Muslims
in our region.”

After the joint press confer-
ence, Sentop left a message
in the guest book in the Na-
tional Assembly of the Re-
public of Serbia and visited
the assembly premises.
Earlier in the day, Sentop
was received by Serbian
President Aleksandar Vucic.
“We will never forget that
you called our president
right after the treacherous
coup attempt on July 15 in
2016,” said Sentop, refer-
ring to the defeated 2016
coup organized by the Fet-
ullah Terrorist Organization
(FETO) in Turkey.

Dozens
missing after
migrant boat

sinks off

AGENCIES

ATHENS: A massive search
and rescue operation was
underway on Wednesday off
the Greek island of Folegan-
dros, after a dinghy carry-
ing migrants sank, with an
unknown number of people
missing, the Greek coast
guard said.

The coast guard said it had
rescued 12 people, includ-
ing children.

But there were conflicting
reports about exactly how
many people had been on
the boat, with some survi-
vors putting the number
at 32, while others said as
many as 50 were on board,
a coast guard official told
AFP.

Four coast guard vessels,
two Navy and air force heli-
copters, a military transport
plane, five nearby ships and
three private vessels were
all taking part in the search
and rescue operation, the
coast guard said.

The operation began late
Tuesday, after the coast
guard received information
that a vessel carrying mi-
grants had run into trouble
and had started taking on
water, south of the island.
Those rescued - seven Ira-
qis, three Syrians and two
Egyptians - were all trans-
ferred to the hospital on the
island of Santorini.

Nearly one million people,
mainly Syrian refugees, ar-
rived in the EU in 2015 after
crossing to Greek islands
close to Turkey.

Scores of refugees and mi-
grants have drowned in the
Aegean Sea trying to make
the perilous crossing.

EU, UK
reach fishing
deal on their
shared stocks

LONDON: After months of
wrangling, the European Un-
ion and the United Kingdom
announced Wednesday that
they have struck a fishing
deal on their shared stocks
— though environmentalists
said fish will continue to be
overexploited under the new
post-Brexit rules.

The agreement is separate
from from the spat between
France and Britain over
licenses for French fish-
ermen to operate off the
U.K.’s crown dependencies
of Jersey and Guernsey,
which hug the French coast.
Wednesday’s decision re-
verts back to last year’s
trade deal between France
and the U.K. and sets catch
quotas and rights for about
100 shared fish stocks in
each other’s waters.
“Thanks to goodwill and a
constructive approach on
both sides, we were able
to reach an agreement that
provides certainty for EU
fishermen and women go-
ing forward,” said Minister
Joze Podgorsek of Slovenia,
which holds the EU presi-
dency. — APP
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ISLAMABAD: United
States has shipped five mil-
lion more doses of Pfizer
COVID-19 vaccines to Paki-
stan to continue its shared
efforts to combat COVID-19.
According to a press release
on Wednesday, this donation
brings the total number of
COVID-19 vaccines provid-
ed by the U.S. government
to the Pakistani people to
more than 32.6 million.
These Pfizer vaccines are
part of the 500 million Pfiz-
er doses the United States
purchased this summer
to deliver to 92 countries
worldwide, including Paki-
stan, to fulfill President Bid-
en’s commitment to provide
safe and effective vaccines
around the world and su-
percharge the global fight
against the pandemic.
Pakistan has received more
U.S. vaccine doses than any
other country in the world,
and the US has already de-
livered more than 300 mil-
lion doses of the COVID-19
vaccine worldwide. The
United States has also pro-
vided $69.4 million in COV-
ID-19 assistance through
our partnership with the
Government of Pakistan.
Since the start of the pan-
demic, the United States
has worked together with
Pakistan to improve infec-
tion prevention and con-
trol, enhance patient care,
expand laboratory testing,
disease monitoring, and
case tracking in all dis-
tricts, and support front-
line healthcare workers.
To accelerate our efforts
in combating Covid-19 with
the emergence of the Omi-
cron variant, Secretary of
State Anthony Blinken on
December 21 announced an
additional $580 million in as-
sistance will be channeled to
our multilateral partners.

‘Pakistan,
Bahrain enjoy
cordial ties’

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Commander
Royal Bahrain Naval Force
(RBNF) Rear Admiral Mo-
hammad Yousif Al Asam
called on Chief of the Air
Staff, Pakistan Air Force
(PAF) Air Chief Marshal
Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu
and commended the pro-
fessionalism of PAF and ac-
knowledged its rising indig-
enous capacity in aviation
industry.

During the meeting, both
the dignitaries discussed
matters of professional and
mutual interest, said a PAF
news release.

The Air Chief said that Paki-
stan and Bahrain enjoy long-
standing religious, cultural
and historical bonds which
were manifested through
strong ties between both
the air forces. The Air Chief
reiterated his resolve to fur-
ther enhance the existing bi-
lateral cooperation between
the two brotherly countries.

Embassy to support Pak
companies in Romanian
market: Diplomat

tended by APBF President Syed
Maaz Mahmood,
tary Khurram Niaz Khan, Asim
Shahzad Sheikh,
and Areeq ur Rehman.

DNA

LAHORE: Pakistan’s Ambas-
sador to Romania Zafar Igbal
has said that Pakistan Em-
bassy in Romania has been §
extending all possible facilita-
tion and support to Pakistani
companies to explore Romani-

Book “The Tajiks in the
Mirror of History” launched

Ismatullo Nasredin, Ambassador of Tajikistan to Pakistan stated that
Pakistan and Tajikistan share many common interests including our history,
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ISLAMABAD: Advisor to the Prime Minister Dr. Babar Awan
addressing the ceremony.

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: A Book Launch Ceremony of
“The Tajiks in the Mirror of History” was
jointly organized by the Embassy of the Re-
public of Tajikistan and the Center for Glob-
al & Strategic Studies (CGSS), Islamabad at
the National Library of Pakistan.

This book is authored by Emomali Rahmon,
President of the Republic of Tajikistan, and
was translated and published in Pakistan by
CGSS and the University of the Punjab, La-
hore. Chief Guest of the occasion was Zaheer
ud Din Babar Awan, Federal Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs/Adviser to PM, Gov-
ernment of Pakistan. He appreciated the ef-
forts of the Embassy of Tajikistan and CGSS.
Highlighting the importance of bilateral ties
between Tajikistan and Pakistan he stated
that Tajikistan and Pakistan have many com-
monalities including our culture, history, re-
ligion & commonalities in language as well.
He was of the view that this book will prove
to be a milestone in enhancing bilateral ties
between Pakistan and Tajikistan.

Ismatullo Nasredin, Ambassador of Tajik-
istan to Pakistan stated that Pakistan and
Tajikistan share many common interests in-
cluding our history, culture & cooperation
in regional forums. This book will allow Pa-
kistani readers to be better acquainted with
Tajik history & culture.

He stated that the book covers all the im-
portant aspects of Tajik history, culture,
and struggles. He appreciated the role of

CGSS and the University of the Punjab,
Lahore for translating the book in Urdu
and publishing it in Pakistan, this way all
the information will be reaching a wider
audience in Pakistan.

Mr. Khalid Taimur Akram, Executive Direc-
tor, CGSS stated that this book will poten-
tially contribute to the pool of Knowledge
for Pakistan, it will help our students and
faculty members to understand the so-
cio-economic and political dynamics of Ta-
jikistan. Such initiatives are great steps to-
wards enhancing academic cooperation and
people-to-people contacts.

Mr. Ashfaq Ahmed Gondal, Former Fed-
eral Secretary of Information and Broad-
casting & Vice President CGSS (Federal
Region) stated that Pakistan and Tajik-
istan share cultural and historical roots
we also share a common religion. He em-
phasized that both countries have several-
MoUs and agreements in various fields,
and now is the right time to materialize
these agreements for better connectivity,
collective success, and strengthening our
partnership in various sectors.

Dr. Fouzia Hadi Ali, Director, Regional In-
tegration Center, University of Punjab, La-
hore shared her views on the visionary lead-
ership of his Excellency Emomali Rahmon,
President o Tajikistan. She highlighted that
President Rahmon is known to be a vision-
ary leader due to his effective strategies
and structural reforms. He has the vision to
promote regional cooperation and econom-
ic integration for all allies.

culture & cooperation in reglonal forums
g

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Tajikistan Ismatullo Nasredin presenting
a copy of the book to Advisor to the Prime Minister, Dr. Babar Awan.
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ISLAMABAD Ambassador of Tajikistan Ismatullo Nasredin, Advisor to
the Prime Minister, Dr. Babar Awan, Khalid Taimur Akram, Executive
Director, CGSS attending the event. — DNA photos by Shahid Raju

Mr. Raja Javed Igbal, Director, National
Library of Pakistan. Islamabad highlighted
that the National Library of Pakistan has
strong ties with libraries in Tajikistan. He
shared that Pakistan has sent several books
to libraries in Tajikistan that show our com-
mitment and will to promote relations with
our counterparts in Tajikistan. He also stat-
ed that multiple copies of the book will be
kept in the National Library of Pakistan for
students, academicians, and researchers to

read and know about Tajikistan and its rich
history and culture.

The book launch ceremony was moderated
by Ms. Maryam Raza, Research Executive,
CGSS, and was attended by 100 participants
including worthy ambassadors and diplo-
matic community from the embassies of
Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Germany, Belarus,
and United Arab Emirates. It was also at-
tended by academicians and students from
various universities of Pakistan.

Dr. Zafar Igbal

bassy is making full efforts to
further enhance and expand
t bilateral cooperation between
F{ Pakistan and Romania in many

ISLAMABAD Commander Royal Bahrain Naval Force (RBNF) Rear Admlral Moharnmad
Yousif Al Asam calls on Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu, Chief of the Air Staff,

Pakistan Air Force. — DNA

2 | PTI decides to

investigate defeat
in KP LG polls

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The ruling Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
has decided to conduct investigation into party’s defeat in
the first phase of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa local government
elections. According to sources, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Mehmood Khan presented a report to Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan regarding violations of the party policies.
The report was compiled from Peshawar, Mardan, Swabi,
Bannu, Dera Ismail Khan and other districts.

The ruling party has decided to prepare a charge sheet
against members who supported opponent candidates in
the elections. Show cause notices will also be served to the
MNAs and MPAs.

Earlier on Tuesday, Prime Minister Imran Khan said his par-
ty had paid the price for “mistakes” in recent local elections
and he would personally supervise future strategy for his
side’s campaign after a PTI candidate lost a coveted mayoral
seat in a province the premier’s party has ruled since 2013.
Local elections were held in 17 districts of Pakistan’s north-
western Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province on Sunday.

Turkey
authorises
use of own

vaccine

NEews DESK

ISTANBUL: President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on Wednes-
day announced the emergen-
cy use approval of Turkey’s
first domestically-developed
coronavirus vaccine. Turk-
ovac in June entered Phase
111 trials involving 40,800 par-
ticipants in Turkey. No official
data about its efficacy have
been released.

But the health ministry’s coro-
navirus advisory board mem-
ber Ates Kara told Turkish
media that it was “very suc-
cessful” and could be “a little
better in comparison with oth-
er inactivated vaccines”. “No
individuals vaccinated with
Turkovac have had a severe
form of Covid-19 requiring
hospitalisation or intensive
care so far,” Kara was quoted
as saying last weekend.
Developers said the Turkovac
vaccine works along the same
scientific principles as Chi-
na’s Coronavac, which Turkey
has been using since the start
of the year. Turkey has admin-
istered at least two shots to
85.6 percent of its adult pop-
ulation, officially recording
80,000 Covid-19 deaths.
Hosting a major summit of
African leaders, Erdogan last
weekend pledged to send
15 million vaccine doses to
countries in the world’s poor-
est continent, calling the low
vaccination rates there were
a blot on humanity. “We will
be pleased to share this vac-
cine with all humanity,” he
said Wednesday in televised
remarks.

US official,
Israeli PM
discuss Iran
nuclear talks

ForeiGN DEsk

TEL AVIV: United States
National Security Adviser
Jake Sullivan met Israeli
Prime Minister Naftali Ben-
nett, calling for a “common
strategy” as world powers
continue to negotiate a new
nuclear agreement with
Iran. Bennett meanwhile
warned during the Wednes-
day meetings that negoti-
ations in Vienna on Iran’s
nuclear programme had
“profound ramifications” for
Israeli security.

Bennett’s government has
remained firmly opposed
to continuing international
efforts to revive the 2015
accord that saw Iran agree
to curbs on its nuclear ac-
tivities in exchange for sanc-
tions relief.

Former US President Don-
ald Trump withdrew from
the agreement in 2018, and
instead began a campaign of
“maximum pressure” sanc-
tions against Tehran, who in
turn flouted commitments
under the deal.

Sullivan said on Wednesday
his visit to Israel had come
at “a critical juncture”.

“It’s important that we sit
together and develop a
common strategy, a com-
mon outlook, and find a way
forward that fundamentally
secures your country’s in-
terests and mine,” Sullivan
said, according to an Israeli
government statement.

General Secre-

Saad Hameed

said that em-
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an market for trade and export enhance
ment, emphasizing the need for focusing
on value addition of their products to
achieve the desired results.

While talking to the meeting of All Pakistan
Business Forum (APBF) held here, the dip-
lomat said that Romania is an important
country of Eastern Europe but it was still
unexplored by the business community of
Pakistan, saying that many Pakistani prod-
ucts were reaching Eastern Europe after
value addition by third country due to which
Pakistan was losing real value of its exports.
The meeting also discussed different busi-
ness opportunities, besides launching a
web portal of ‘Romania Pakistan Trade &
Economic Window’ (#RPTEW) to promote
bilateral relations of Pakistan and Romania.
Beside the address of Ambassador of Paki-
stan to Romania, the virtual meeting was at-

areas of mutual interests. Under the vi-
sion of the prime minister we are working
for the promotion of trade relations, par-
ticularly establishing linkages between
the business communities of the two
countries, he said and added that our fo-
cus is on attracting foreign investment as
Pakistan offers enormous opportunities
in this regard.

He said data and information were very im-
portant for business promotion and assured
that he would share information with the
APBF about rising opportunities in Roma-
nian market for Pakistani products so that
businessmen could capitalize on them.
Speaking on the occasion, APBF Presi-
dent Maaz Mahmood said that Pakistan
and Romania were enjoying good rela-
tions that should be translated into grow-
ing trade and economic relations.
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