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PML-N
stands by
teachers

DN

ISLAMABAD: Expressing
solidarity
with the
teachers, Pa-
kistan Mus-
~ lim League-
Nawaz
(PML N) Vice President
Maryam Nawaz said on
Thursday that placing teach-
ers under the local bodies
(LBs) was the worst exam-
ple of ‘incompetence’. In a
tweet, she said categorical-
ly that she and her party
stood by these teachers.
She demanded deletion of
that clause of the presiden-
tial ordinance which had
affected the teachers.

SEZs to pave
way for IT
revolution

KHAYAM ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Special As-
__ sistant to the
\ Prlme Min-

s

munication
2 & Dr Shahbaz
Gill on Thursday said Spe-
cial Technology Zone would
pave way for Information
Technology’s revolution in
Pakistan. In response to the
statement of Maryam Au-
rangzeb, he said all money
which was used for corrup-
tion in past was now being
spent on health, agricul-
ture, education and indus-
try. Today, work was being
carried on people welfare
projects, he added. Gill
said in past, every project
was designed only to facili-
tate the Sharif family.

Govt should
get ready
to go home

SHAHEEN HANIF

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Mus-
lim League-
Nawaz
(PML-N)
spokesper-
son  Marri-
yum Aurang-
zeb on Thursday has advised
Prime Minister (PM) Imran
Khan to stop re-inaugurat-
ing the project of her party.
In a statement, Marriyum
Aurangzeb said that PML-N
president Shehbaz  Sharif
had already inaugurated the
Knowledge Park in Lahore.
You should better get ready
to go home, she added. She
said that the nation doesn’t
want your fake work but
resignation. Earlier, Marri-
yum Aurangzeb said that the
people of KPK have signaled
the departure of Imran Khan.
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G Berlin warns

of ‘worst’
Afghan crisis

Outlining an *“action plan”, Baerbock
seeks to assure that outside aid
reaches the neediest Afghans

News Desk

BERLIN: Germany’s new foreign minister,
Annalena Baerbock, pledged on Thursday
to work with international partners to help
avert in Afghanistan what she called “the
worst humanitarian catastrophe of our
time”. Outlining an “action plan” two weeks
after taking office, Baerbock said Berlin
sought to assure that outside aid reached
the neediest Afghans and step up the evac-
uation of those most threatened under the
Taliban, especially women and girls.

“Before our eyes, Afghanistan is heading
into the worst humanitarian catastrophe of
our time,” Baerbock told reporters. “Major
sectors of the economy have collapsed, many
people are starving. One can hardly bear it
when one reads that families in their desper-
ation are selling their daughters to buy food.”
She said 24 million Afghans were estimated
to need assistance to survive this winter.

Continued on Page 06

Pak welcomes
UNSC, US
decisions

SAIFULLAH

SLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi on Thursday shared
that the Organization of Islamic Cooper-
ation (OIC) moot in Islamabad has paved
way for humanitarian aid to Afghanistan
and its people. In a tweet, the Foreign
Minister says Pakistan welcomes two
important developments taken place in
support of the Afghan people following
the extraordinary session of the OIC
Council of Foreign Ministers (CFM)
in Islamabad. He said the UN Securi-
ty Council has adopted a resolution to

Continued on Page 06

PML-N, PPP suffered
defeat in KP: Fawad

Minister says Maryam Nawaz should express
sympathy with her party’s losing candidates

ABID Raza

LAHORE: Federal Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Chaudhry Fawad
Hussain Thursday said that Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) and Pa-
kistan People's Party (PPP) vanished in
the local governments (LG) elections in
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa (KP).

Talking to the media here along with Spe-
cial Assistant to the Prime Minister on
Political Communication Shahbaz Gill, he
said that PML-N leader Maryam Nawaz,
instead of celebrating victory of other
opposition parties in KP LG elections,
should express sympathy with her party's
losing candidates and motivate them after
their sheer defeat in polls. The Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) is still the largest
political party at village council level in
KP, he added. Ch Fawad Hussain said that
political leaders like Asif Ali Zardari and
Nawaz Sharif had caused severe damage

to the national economy through foreign
debts, adding that the PTI government
had to pay off those loans.

He said that Asif Zardari used wheel-
chair whenever he was supposed to
appear before the court, attempting
to show that he was suffering from se-
rious diseases. But after getting a bail
from the court, he started raising hol-
low slogans and making tall claims, the
minister said. Fawad Ch said that Paki-
stan People's Party even did not have

Continued on Page 06

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General Qamar Javed
Bajwa visited forward areas along Line of Control (LOC). — DNA

Palestine urges World to
halt Israeli expansionism

It is past time for the international
community to act, collectively and
concretely, to |mplement UNSC 2334

DNA

RAMALLAH: On the fifth anniversary
of the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) resolution 2334, the State of
Palestine warns against the continued
inaction and complacency of the inter-
national community in implementing
the long-standing and impregnable in-
ternational consensus on the Question
of Palestine. Allowing Israel to expand
its colonial settlement regime at this
unprecedented rate without conse-
quence or accountability is a political
failure of the first order that must be
corrected. Israel has made it clear
that it will not abandon the spoils of its
illegal colonial occupation, land grab,
and mass displacement, or its institu-
tionalized persecution and apartheid.

Continued on Page 06

Int’l community
must take its laws
seriously: UN envoy

WEeB DEsk

GENEVA: The international commu-
nity must hold Israel to account for
its 54-year occupation of Palestine,
a UN human rights expert said to-
day, five years after the UN Security
Council passed a resolution calling
for an end to all settlement activi-
ties in Palestinian territories. “On
the fifth anniversary of the adoption
of Resolution 2334 by the United
Nations Security Council, the inter-
national community has to take its

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Nicolae GO|a Ambassador of Romanla to Pakistan called on Muhammad Ayub Afridi,
Advisor to Prime Minister on Overseas Pakistanis & Human Resource Development (OP&HRD)
and congratulated him on his appointment as Advisor. — DNA

Karachi:
Six more
suspected
cases of
Omicron

The suspected patients
of the Omicron variant
have a travel history,

NazIr SivaL

KARACHI: Six more suspected cases of
Omicron variant of the novel coronavirus
were reported in Karachi, Sindh Health
Department sources said Thursday.

The suspected patients of the Omicron
variant have a travel history, the sources
privy to the matter said, adding that four
of them arrived in Karachi from South Af-
rica, where the new Omicron variant was
first identified, and two others from Brit-
ain. samples taken from the suspected pa-
tients have been sent to a private hospital
for further confirmation and the patients
have been shifted to a quarantine centre in
the metropolis, said the sources. Pakistan
has so far reported one confirmed and 39
suspected cases of Omicron variant.

The Aga Khan University Hospital (AKUH),
on December 13, had confirmed it had detect-
ed Pakistan’s first-ever case of the Omicron
variant of coronavirus in a patient — who had
no travel history — through gene-sequenc-
ing. A second case of the Omicron variant
of coronavirus had been reported from
Karachi, sources within the Sindh Health

\Department had said later in the week. J

COAS lauds
troops’ combat

readiness

RAWALPINDI: Chief of Army Staff (COAS)
General Qamar Javed Bajwa Thursday vis-
ited forward areas along Line of Control
(LOC) and appreciated the troops’ combat
readiness and high state of morale. The
COAS was briefed on ground situation
along the LOC and operational prepared-
ness of the formation, said an Inter Servic-
es Public Relations (ISPR) media release.
The Army Chief interacted with the
troops deployed along LOC in Kot Kotera
Sector. “Continuous vigil and readiness
to counter all threats and contingencies
is vital for ensuring security along the
LOC,” the COAS emphasized. Earlier,on
arrival at LOC, the COAS was received
by Corps Commander Lieutenant Gener-

al Sahir Shamshad Mirza. — APP

PTI govt has fully

wrecked Pakistan's
economy: Shehbaz

- Says Imran Niazi’s govt is going to end

s P
LAHORE: Lashing | = '
out at the Pakistan | A\ " J
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) ‘
government,  Paki-
stan Muslim League- .
Nawaz (PML-N)

President  Shehbaz g‘
Sharif has said that Prime Minister Imran
Khan Niazi has destroyed Pakistan in his
3-1/2 years tenure as people are offering
Fateha on the demise of economy.

Addressing a function in Lahore, the
PML-N president said that Imran Nia-
zi has ruined the economy of Pakistan
and sold it to the IMF. He said time has
come for the accountability of this gov-
ernment. He said the current rulers are
in the habit of putting up plaques of their
names on development projects actual-
ly launched by the PML-N government.
But now the people would not become fool
through these gimmicks as they have reject-
ed the PTI in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa local
government elections. He said those who
voted for the PTI, are now regretting She-
hbaz wondered why the government is not
giving gas and electricity to people when
it has the availability of both the utilities.

Continued on Page 06

Asif Zardari to
launch campaign
against govt

DNA

TANDO ALLAH YAR: Emphasizing that
the time had come to send the Paki-
stan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government
home, former president and Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) Co-Chairman Asif
Ali Zardari on Thursday announced he
was going to launch a protest campaign
against the government, and for that La-
hore would be his base camp.

Addressing an event at Tando Allah Yar
in Sindh, he said that PPP had always
worked for the people’s welfare. Zardari
said of course there were some issues
between the Sindh government and the
federal government, and these issues
would persist. “For the late Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto (ZAB), resolution of people’s
problems had always been a top priority,”
he recalled. The former president said
it was the time to counter the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) led federal govern-
ment. He said he would challenge the

Continued on Page 06

‘Suicide bomber killed
In Kabul passport office

KABUL: A would-be suicide bomber was
shot dead on Thursday outside Kabul’s
main passport office, police said, as
hundreds of Taliban fighters lined up for
travel documents on a day reserved ex-
clusively for their applications.

“He was identified and killed at a check-
point at the entrance,” Mobin Khan,
spokesman for Kabul police, told AFP.
There have been several attacks
against Taliban fighters since their
return to power in August — most
claimed by the local chapter of the Is-
lamic State group.

Around 200 Taliban fighters had gath-
ered at the passport office from dawn
after authorities announced that Thurs-
days would be set aside exclusively for
them to apply for passports.

It was unclear why the fighters want-
ed passports — or where they planned
to travel to — as security operatives
barred reporters from interviewing
them. Civilians who arrived to process
their applications were held back or
sent home by Taliban security, who
also tore up documents of some as
they pressed to enter.

“Issuing passports to the Taliban
members was cancelled due to over-
crowding,” said Qari Shafiullah Tassal,
a spokesman for the office. Many peo-
ple were also falsely claiming they had
Taliban links, he told AFP. Taliban fight-
ers were also given the opportunity on
Thursday to apply for passports in the
southern city of Kandahar, according to
an AFP reporter there. — Agencies
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Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 0334-5421812

Airlines
TurkishAirlines......8494949

Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police  Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi......... 9270601-20

=,

Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIACargo............... 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA....ooiiiriis 9281092

Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International 4603666

L
“ o

Departments

9221334-43
9208301-04
........... 9250360-6
5555864

....................... 5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

<!

Complaints

Water Tanker Service
E-7,F10 & F-11......9204654
G-5,G-6,G-7,G-8....9203883

G9, G110, G11, G12,
H-8..ooveveieriviiiiienn 9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Islamabad
Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224
Potohar Town......... 9209224
Rawal Town............. 5773343

Wasa Water Tank

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125

E=== Pak welcomes 3rd countr

Investments 1n CPEC SEZs

Experts expressed their views at an international conference titled “CPEC:
Challenges, Opportunities, and the Way Forward” at the Institute of Regional Studies

DNA

ISLAMABAD: “Industri-
al Cooperation chapter of
CPEC is all-inclusive in
nature and open for third
country participation. All
SEZs [Special Economic
Zones], including CPEC
SEZs, are open for invest-
ment to all investors, wheth-
er domestic or foreign, with
equal treatment,” said Min-
ister of State and Chairman
of Board of Investment
(BOI) of Pakistan Mr Azfar
Ahsan. He was speaking at
an international conference
titled “CPEC: Challenges,
Opportunities, and the Way
Forward” at the Institute of
Regional Studies (IRS).

The BOI Chairman high-
lighted that necessary in-
frastructure and utilities as
well as special incentives
under an effective legal
framework will be provid-
ed to all investor from all
over the world to invest in

the SEZs established un-
der CPEC. He added that
Pakistan had a total of 22
notified SEZs but only four
of them, i.e., Rashakai in
KP, Allama Igbal Industrial
City in Punjab, Bostan in
Balochistan, and Dhabeji in
Sindh, were in an advance
stage of development. He
specifically mentioned the
electric  vehicle, mobile
manufacturing, and con-
struction sector policies, as
well as other incentives for
the SEZs as government’s
steps for attracting foreign
direct investment.

Mr Ahsan lauded the over-
whelming response to the
recently held CPEC Busi-
ness-to-Business (B2B)
Industrial Investment Con-
ference for Punjab. He said
that the over six hundred
delegates to the conference
included around seventy
Chinese investors. He elab-
orated that the conference
featured several B2B ses-
sions on an array of areas

of cooperation. He said
that while the first phase
of CPEC required a leading
role for the governments,
the second phase called for
an enhanced role of indus-
trialists, private sector, and
business community from
both the countries.

Earlier, in his opening re-
marks, President IRS Ambas-
sador Nadeem Riyaz stated
that CPEC was inherently a
representation of connectiv-
ity in all realms of develop-
ment. He added that over the
years Pakistan had directed
its focus towards ensuring
investor- friendly policies and
to come up with legal frame-
works that enabled a smooth
trajectory to sustainable de-
velopment. In that, he main-
tained, the primary focus of
the government had been
on ensuring that the invest-
ments and projects planned
under CPEC were success-
fully materialised.

Pakistan’s former ambassa-
dor to China Ambassador

Masood Khalid appreciated
the developments in the
power and transport infra-
structure  sectors under
CPEC. Sharing data from
the Ministry of Planning and
Development, Ambassador
Khalid said that 46 projects
under CPEC had either been
completed or were near
completion with net Chinese
investment of $25 billion.
He added that 5,320 MW of
electricity had been added
to Pakistan’s national grid
with the completion of pow-
er projects like Sahiwal and
Port Qasim in record time.
The Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) of the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Board of Invest-
ment and Trade Mr Hassan
Daud Butt emphasised the
importance of CPEC for the
economic development and
prosperity of Pakistan. He
said that Pakistan needed to
create 1.3 million additional
jobs on average every year
and CPEC had the potential
to do exactly that. He added

that CPEC was opening the
doors of new business op-
portunities and could make
the country an international
business destination.

The Director of Center of
Pakistan Studies at Peking
University Prof Dr Tang
Mengsheng highlighted the
importance of agricultural
mechanisation for sustaina-
ble development and added
that China was cooperating
with Pakistan in the field of
agricultural technology to
boost its agricultural capaci-
ty and production.

Chinese journalist and au-
thor Ms Lin Wang compared
the Chinese Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) with the Build
Back Better World (B3W)
and Global Gateway projects
spearheaded by the US and
western European countries,
respectively, and enumerated
their similarities and differ-
ences. She argued that it was
critical to gauge the benefits
of CPEC in a more global per-
spective than a regional one.

This, she maintained, could
also help undo the prop-
aganda that surrounded
CPEC and China’s engage-
ment with Pakistan.

Head of the Department of
International Relations at
the National Defence Univer-
sity Dr Khurram Igbal talked
about the security challeng-
es in the way of the success
of CPEC at the global and re-
gional level. He argued that
the US viewed the BRI as an
instrument of challenging
the US-dominated unipolar
world and was, thus, trying
to dissuade countries from
becoming part of it through
persuasion or coercion. Re-
gionally, he maintained that
India was trying to present
alternatives to the BRI but
was unable to materialise
any such plans.

He also gave instances of
Indian role behind terrorist
attacks on Chinese nationals
and interests in Pakistan as
evidence of undeclared ag-
gression against CPEC.
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ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Sadiq Sanjrani expressing views with Chairman of Shura
Council of Saudi Arabia, Dr. Abdullah Bin Muhammad Bin Ibrahim Al-Sheikh. — DNA

FIA seizes various
crypto accounts,
opens probe

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Investigation Agency has
seized 1,064 cryptocurrency accounts across the
country and registered cases against the account
holders for indulging in illegal trade.

The FIA sources informed on Thursday that the govern-
ment has decided to launch a probe into the cryptocur-
rency accounts of Pakistanis as many of them are possibly
laundering their money through this medium.

The FIA would also detect the money trail needed to
buy the digital money. It will see what ways have been
adopted to buy cryptocurrency and it will also probe
whether the money was white or black.

According to the FIA, more than 1,000 Pakistanis have
invested $20 billion in cryptocurrency which is also
causing dollar shortage in the country. Yesterday, the
FIA Cybercrime Wing seized 1,064 cryptocurrency ac-
counts. It said that in cryptocurrency, Pakistanis did
2,923 transactions of worth $51.1 million.

According to the Circular No. 3 of the State Bank of
Pakistan 2018, the buying and selling of cryptocur-
rency is outlawed in Pakistan.

President FPCCI Nasir Hayat Maggon on Wednesday
advised the government to allow cashing of the cryp-
tocurrency in the country as Pakistanis were hoarding
$20 million in digital currency.

The president of Federation of Pakistan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry was of the view that the gov-
ernment should legalize the cryptocurrency in the
country as Pakistan comes on No 3 in the list of coun-
tries doing business in digital money. — DNA

Gut bacteria
can reduce
Covid severity

ISLAMABAD: Scientists in
the UAE have found that
some bacteria in the gut may
reduce the severity of Cov-
id-19 in infected people. The
study carried out by scientists
at the University of Sharjah,
Khalifa University of Science
and Technology in Abu Dha-
bi, and other institutions, said
the make-up of the gut micro-
biome may influence the se-
verity of the disease and the
body’s immune response.
The work is among the latest
of many studies of the rela-
tionship between the gut mi-
crobiome and Covid-19, some
of which have analysed how
diet influences a person’s
ability to fend off the corona-
virus, The National reported.
You don’t have to go ve-
gan, but getting more di-
verse plants on your plate
is a great way to boost the
health of your gut microbi-
ome, improve your immu-
nity and overall health, and
potentially reduce your risk
from Covid-19, said Prof
Tim Spector, King's Col-
lege London. — APP

Cabinet of green
youth movement club
takes oath at ITUI

ISLAMABAD: The cabinet of Green Youth Movement Club
of International Islamic University (11U) took oath in the
inauguration ceremony of the movement held at the Faisal
Masjid Campus of the university. The cabinet consists of
the thematic leaders for water conservation, plantation,
energy conservation, cleanliness and waste management
and ecotourism, while office bearers of the cabinet shall
hold positions of President, Vice President, Joint Secre-
tary, Finance Secretary and Media Secretary.

The inauguration ceremony of the movement was ad-
dressed by Deputy Chairman Senate, Mira Muhammad
Afridi who called for maximum and active participation
of youth for the protection of environment. He said vol-
unteer work for the betterment of the planet will be fruit-
ful for the present and coming generations. He stressed
upon the students to be part of the government's initia-
tive of the environment and climate protection and play

an active role in the cause.

Speaking as the guest of Honour, Senator Fawzia Arshad
said that presence of hundreds of female students in the
ceremony is omen of success of this drive as women's role is
vital in protection of environment. She said our nation, like
many others, is facing the challenge of pollution and it is
the youth of this country that can help us out to handle this
challenge. She said HEC's special assistance of around 140
universities for this initiative is an appreciable step. — DNA

Experts suggest pension
reforms to reduce burden

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa is the first
province, which has dig-
itized the pension pay-
ment system. Mr. Safeer
Ahmed, Special Secretary,
Ministry of Finance, Gov-
ernment of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, in a meeting
on ‘Reform of Pensions:
Lessons from Successful
Examples in Pakistan and
Beyond,” said, the provin-
cial government, with the
help of digitalization, has
been able to remove tiers
of the pension claimants,
which were not genuine.

The meeting was or-
ganized by Sustainable
Development Policy In-
stitute (SDPI), in collab-
oration with Sustainable
Energy and Economic
Development (SEED) and

UKAId’s FCDO.
Dr. Omer Mukhtar, Team
Leader, SEED, informed

the participants on the

occasion that Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa province has
170,000 pensioners, which
is equivalent to 25% of their
active workforce. The pro-
vincial government has al-
located more than 90 billion
for pension expenditures
for the current fiscal year.
The most worrisome as-
pect of it is that these ex-
penditures are growing
at alarming rate of 14%
annually, while provincial
receipts are growing at the
rate of 8%, annually. Keep-
ing this growth trajectory
in view, the government
will have very little resourc-
es to meet other expenses
in the coming years.
Member Federal Pay and
Pension Commission, Ms
Rukhsana Asghar, at the
occasion said, the real
challenge for the govern-
ment was to figure out
the long-term solutions
and enable a strong legal
framework to address the
pension liabilities’ issue.
Therefore, a dialogue is

required with all the stake-
holders to get them on
board for implementing the
pension reforms.

Dr. Vagar Ahmed, Joint
Executive Director, SDPI,
highlighted that the rapidly
increasing pension liabili-
ties are becoming a fiscal
burden on the country. This
trend is bound to squeeze
the space available for de-
velopment spending.

“The SEED and SDPI’s ef-
fort are aimed at support-
ing Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Government in this re-
form process by helping
in  reviewing successful
examples of contributory
pension schemes and tran-
sition from a defined bene-
fits scheme to more fiscal-
ly sustainable models, Dr
Ahmed added.

Usama Bakhtiar, Technical
Advisor, SEED explained
that with the current
growth rates, pension and
salaries payments  will
surpass total provincial re-
ceipts, as early as in 2027.

CDA hosts Christmas cake cutting ceremony

CDA Chairman Amer Ali Ahmed after attending the meeting at the presidency also Jomed the ceremony

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The event was
organized to express harmony
with Christian employees cele-
brate Christmas and acknowl-

~ bl w7

edge their contribution while [#

serving in different formations

of the Authority.

Minister for Interior Sheikh
Rasheed Ahmed was the chief
CDA
Chairman Amer Ali Ahmed
after attending the meeting
at the presidency also joined

guest on the occasion.

the ceremony.

Addressing the gathering, the
reiterated his com-
mitment to build a Christian
colony and instructed that all
the Christian employees must
be paid salaries before 25th of
He also announced
two days leave for Christian em-
. ployees on December 25 and 26.

minister

December.
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ISLAMABAD: Christmas cake cutting ceremony was held
here at CDA headquarters on Thursday. — DNA

The CDA Chairman explained to
the participants for slight delay
in turning up at the ceremony
as he was attending a meeting at
the President House.

Thairman thanked the Christian
employees for their out standing
work in maintenance of the cap-
ital. He expressed the hope that
the zeal and zest shown in last
two years in carrying out duties
will continue. He made a special
mention of the efforts by CDA
employees and improvement wit-
nessed in the city .

Moreover,
issued to keep the decoration
lights till the end of the year
keeping in the view of season
of lights.Also directions were
issued to decorate all
churches of the city in collab-
oration with the community. In
the end cahirman wished and
thanked the participants for

instructions were

the

their participation.

ITP
speeds up
crackdown

ISLAMABAD:  Islamabad
Traffic Police (ITP) have
accelerated its crackdown
against those vehicles hav-
ing tinted glasses, fancy
number plates and hamper-
ing smooth flow of traffic
due to wrong parking.
Following directions of In-
spector General of Police
(IGP) Islamabad, ITP force
has accelerated efforts to
take action against those
vehicles having tinted
glasses and involved in dif-
ferent violations.

Senior  Superintendent  of
Police (Traffic) Rai Mazhar
Igbal was supervising these
efforts himself while special
squads have been constituted
to check violations of traffic
rules. Several grand opera-
tions were conducted during
last six months in various
areas including G-8 Markaz,
G-9 Markaz, G-11 Markaz,
F-10 Markaz, F-11 Markaz,
-8 Markaz, Bahria Town,
Blue Area, Jinnah Super, F-6
(Super Market), Aabpara and
Bhara Kau Market.

A total of 370 fine tickets
were issued over wrong
parking while several vehi-
cles were impounded at vari-
ous police stations. As many
as 451 vehicles were fined
for having tinted glasses,
520 for having fancy number
plates. SSP (Traffic) has ap-
pealed to avoid using tinted
glasses and follow traffic
rules to ensure safe road en-
vironment in the city. - APP

Court grants
interim bail
to senate’s

officer

ISLAMABAD: A lower court
of Islamabad on Thursday
accepted the interim bail of
an officer of Senate Secre-
tariat Rana Azhar Saddiq in
a case pertaining to harass-
ment of women.

Additional  District and
Session Judge Atta Raba-
ni heard the case of Rana
Azhar. His lawyer stated
that his client was innocent
and he had no connection
with the crime. The court
accepted the pre-arrest bail
of the accused till Decem-
ber 31, against surety bonds
worth Rs50,000.
Meanwhile, another lower
court sent a police officer
to jail on judicial remand in
a case for allegedly handing
over the sensitive informa-
tion to a foreigner diplomat.
The concerned Assistant
Sub-inspector  (ASI) was
presented before the court
of Additional District and
Session Judge Muhammad
Sohail by the Federal Inves-
tigation Agency (FIA).

At the outset of hearing, the
defence lawyer opposed the
request of further physical
remand and said the FIA had
recovered the relevant ma-
terial on the spot. After lis-
tening arguments, the court
sent the accused to jail on
judicial remand. — APP

Fines on
hotels
for SOPs
violations

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi
District Administration on
Thursday launched a cam-
paign to check violations of
Covid-19, Standard Operat-
ing Procedures (SOPs) and
imposed fines amounting to
Rs 25,000. The drive was
initiated on the directives
of Deputy Commissioner
Rawalpindi, Muhammad Ali,
informed spokesman dis-
trict administration, adding,
Assistant ~ Commissioner
(AC) City, Wagas Sikandari
conducted the crackdown.
He informed that the trad-
ers and the residents had
also been advised to get vac-
cinated from their nearest
centers at the earliest.

He said raids would contin-
ue and action in accordance
with the law would be taken
against the violators. He
informed that the DC had
directed the Assistant Com-
missioners and Magistrates
to remain in the field and
ensure strict implementa-
tion of the SOPs and other
preventive measures issued
by the government to con-
tain spread of corona virus.
The DC urged the citizens
to adopt all possible precau-
tionary measures against
corona as implementation
of SOPs was inevitable to
control spread of the virus.
He informed that the admin-
istration had accelerated its
ongoing operation to ensure
implementation of SOPs
and conducting raids in en-
tire district. — APP
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Clean energy

T HE Geneva-based World Economic Forum’s Energy

Transition Index reflects Pakistan’s poor performance

when it comes to the transition from fossil fuels to
clean, secure and renewable energy. It seems as though we
are falling behind our promises to develop green energy by
the year 2030 and reduce our massive carbon footprint ow-
ing to the reliance on thermal energy for the generation of
electricity in Pakistan. The report takes into account the use
of renewable energy within the spectrum of electricity gener-
ation, the development of electrification within the country as
well as the initiatives taken to improve energy storage. These
are considered to be the key factors that contribute towards a
successful transition to green energy. With Pakistan ranking
104 out of 115 nations in total, our level of preparedness has
been exposed to be one of the worst in the world.
Throughout the course of years, we have embarked upon vari-
ous projects that have emphasised the importance of developing
low-carbon energy. The Pakistan Programme for Affordable and
Clean Energy (PACE) was one such project that was to enhance
the financial viability of developing clean energy in Pakistan but,
not much progress has been reported on that front. Similarly,
the Asian Development Bank (ADB) also channelled millions of
dollars into Pakistan to foster the energy transition process by
targeting coal-based, diesel and furnace oil-based power plants in
the country and instead promoting solar, hydro and wind energy.
Countless other initiatives have been taken but still, we remain
where we stood a few years ago with our carbon footprint as
enormous as ever, reliance on depleting fossil fuels still remain-
ing, environment deterioration at alarming levels and circular
debt rising at a faster rate. Developed countries have a bigger
responsibility to counter the climate emergency, but given the
threat we face, we must make adjustments as soon as possible.
Petroleum is one of our largest and most expensive imports that
has driven up debt steadily, especially in light of global surges
in prices. Clearly our reliance on polluting, non-renewable and
expensive fossil fuels is not sustainable for the longer term. We
must reflect on the ways in which we have been lagging behind
the rest of the world and work to make up for the gap created.
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Education that
changes the world

MoHAMMAD OMAR IFTIKHAR

a =8 VERY country needs the education to broaden the men-
My tal horizon of its youth. It needs to impart vocational
i training among its adults so they can learn a skill and
become breadwinners for their families. In Pakistan, the con-
cerned authorities need to restructure the way education is dis-
seminated. With changing times, strategies need to be reeval-
uated. Instead of pursuing the age-old syllabus, the course
content needs to be restructured. Industry experts, academi-
cians, and entrepreneurs should become a part of the commit-
tee that decides the course content for the syllabus. Topics and
subjects pertaining to the 21st century should be included.
It is indeed true that school / college students should know
about Pakistan’s provinces and rivers, but they should also
know about topics related to finance, accounting, communi-
cation, marketing, etc. They should know about current af-
fairs and international relations. The era of rote learning and
re-writing the answers in exams is over. Students must think
on global terms. They should understand economics and trade,
commerce and business. They must know about cryptocurren-
cy, e-commerce, and digital media. While the world is moving
forward, our education system seems to be stagnant.
Special measures must be taken to guide and train school and
college teachers of the government sector to enhance their
learning. They must remain at par with the changing trends so
they may impart the same knowledge and information among
their students. The time to act is now because we — as a nation
— are already lagging behind the region and the world. The gov-
ernment’s focus should not remain on increasing the literacy
rate but to create awareness among the common man — espe-
cially among the population of the less-privileged sector. A ho-
listic approach must be adapted to create inclusivity — to impart
the same awareness and education among all.

Voiceless no more: The

Biden Is paving the way
for a dangerous ideology

Russell Tribunal on Kashmir

Tarek Cherkaoui

The Russell Tribunal
on Kashmir was
organised jointly with
leading human rights
organizations and
academics from Kashmir,
Bosnia, and Italy. The
tribunal involved 15
international judges,
including renowned
American Islamic scholar
Omar Suleiman. Also
among the judges was
Jonathan A. C. Brown...
RECENT tribunal on genocide and
i:_:t war crimes in Kashmir is a model on
wresting narratives from the paralysed
international community. Amidst the interna-
tional community’s apathy and the ineptitude of
international courts to take on genocide and war
crimes, how can victims seek justice in a trans-
parent public trial and get their voices heard?
The answer to this question can sometimes take
an unexpected, but effective, path.
On 17-19 December 2021, the Russell Tribunal
on Kashmir took place in Sarajevo, Bosnia and
Herzegovina. This grassroots initiative is de-

signed to shed light on war crimes and crimes
against humanity committed by India in Kashmir.

The choice of Sarajevo was not fortuitous, as it
was the scene of genocide in the 1990s.

The Russell Tribunal is a concept of grassroots
justice conceptualised by British philosopher
Bertrand Russell (1872-1970). The latter de-
cided to hold the US government to account
for the exactions and war crimes committed
during the Vietnam War. Russell managed to
convince other leading intellectuals, such as
Jean-Paul Sartre, Simone de Beauvoir, and
Leilo Basso, to organise a people’s tribunal in
1966 to spread awareness and mobilise global
opinion against war crimes and other blatant
violations of international law.

The International War Crimes Tribunal on Viet-
nam indeed lacked substantive legal authority,
and the US administration ignored its findings.
However, this initiative was ground-breaking
from a non-judiciary vantage point. It managed to
seize the narrative from American warmongers,
empowering voiceless Vietnamese victims and
bringing their suffering to the fore. The coun-
ter-narrative brought forward by the Russell Tri-
bunal was so powerful that this model was emu-
lated by other victims of war crimes in Palestine,
Bosnia, Irag, and Latin America.

The Russell tribunal works in a way comparable
to a truth commission. A panel of judges, chosen
for their academic pedigree and personal integ-
rity, listen to witnesses and experts who outline
personal experiences and draw on facts and fig-
ures. The series of testimonies and expert pres-
entations produce at the end sufficient evidence
for the panel to consider.

The Russell Tribunal on Kashmir was organised
jointly with leading human rights organizations
and academics from Kashmir, Bosnia, and Italy.
The tribunal involved 15 international judges,
including renowned American Islamic scholar
Omar Suleiman. Also among the judges was Jona-
than A. C. Brown, associate professor at George-
town University’s Edmund A. Walsh School of
Foreign Service, as well as Dalia Mujahid, direc-
tor of research at the Institute for Social Policy
and Understanding in Washington, DC. Concur-
rently, David Hearst, managing editor of Middle
East Eye and former chief writer of the Guardian,
participated in the proceedings, as did Bosnian
author Hasan Nuhanovic, a survivor of the 1995
Srebrenica massacre.

The sessions focused on four themes: genocide,
decolonisation, settler colonialism, and crimes
against humanity. Several witnesses from Kash-

mir participated in the event. At the same time,
experts cited reports by international human
rights organisations, such as Amnesty Interna-
tional and Human Rights Watch, dwelling on pre-
viously conducted interviews with survivors on
the ground.
In this event, an extremely gloomy picture
emerged. Indian occupation has waged a mil-
itary, political, economic, social, cultural, and
moral war against the Kashmiris over the past 70
years. The Hindutva-inspired Indian settler-colo-
nial actions in Kashmir have repeatedly breached
international law on numerous accounts.
Mass murder, excessive use of force, mass dis-
placement, demographic re-engineering, forced
disappearances, torture, mass rape, disposses-
sion, home demolition, destruction of cultural
heritage, restriction on all freedoms were all
committed within a general climate of impunity.
Many experts believe this situation has reached
the threshold of genocide amidst the total de-
fencelessness of the victims.
In the meantime, the Narendra Modi government
in India manoeuvres to sweep the Kashmir trag-
edy under the carpet, using various PR smoke-
screen tactics to deflect attention from the dire
situation there. Among the most common strata-
gems in this context are depicting human rights
criticism as pro-Pakistani conspiracy and conceal-
ing the atrocities under the mantra of counterter-
rorism. Moreover, the Modi government imposes
a total blackout on the situation, blocking foreign
journalists and international human rights experts
from even visiting Jammu and Kashmir.
Russell’s Tribunal on Kashmir helped expose the
genocide in Kashmir and publicly pulled the rug
out from the old myths constructing India as the
world’s biggest democracy. The testimonies and
large body of evidence delivered during the tri-
bunal’s proceedings reveal an increasingly rogue
behaviour that totally breaches international law
and basic principles of public morality.
As Bertrand Russell declared in 1966, “may this
Tribunal prevent the crime of silence.” Civil soci-
ety initiatives, such as Russell’s tribunal on Kash-
mir, enable human rights defenders and free
societies to step up to the plate, hold criminal
perpetrators to account even when international
courts and organisations are paralysed. Staying
silent only emboldens extremist-led govern-
ments, which benefit from the general apathy to
produce even more horrific acts of violence.

— Courtesy: TRT World

CIISIS

Cooperation onl?/ way US
can ease supply

Yang Shuiqing

The previous US
administration promoted
reshoring (the process of
returning the production

and manufacturing

of goods back to a

company’s country

of origin) and the

localization of industry.

However, the measures
to localize industry
have not been able...

HE COVID-19 pandemic drastically re-

duced global production and disrupted

the supply chains. As a result, the supply
chains were overstretched when demand boomed
with the normalization of economic activities.
The pandemic overshadowed global supply and
production, and the US can hardly solve the glob-
al supply problem without global cooperation.
What has complicated the US’ problems is the
supply chain bottleneck caused by the US’ inade-
quate domestic policies and measures.
First, the US did not timely respond to the supply
shortage, as its economic system is more rigid
than expected. Such was the supply logjam that at
Long Beach, one of the busiest ports in the US, the
stacks of containers increased from two to four in
October. This prompted the Joe Biden administra-

tion to ask the ports of Los Angeles, another of the
US’ busiest ports, and Long Beach to operate 24/7
in October and then negotiated with retail and logis-
tics companies such as Walmart and FedEx to work
longer and faster to clear the merchandize from the
ports. Still, the Los Angeles and Long Beach ports
operated only 16 hours a day while most ports in
Asia are operating 24 hours a day.

No wonder congestion at US ports remains a
problem, although smaller in scale, due to the
shortage of truck drivers, and rising warehouse
and logistics costs. Also, production is falling be-
hind schedule because spares and accessories are
stuck outside the US because of the supply chain
crisis. Second, the US administration’s interfer-
ence has undermined the efficiency of the glob-
al supply chains. The US is highly dependent on
economic globalization and has a key role to play
in the international division of labor; it is also the
world’s largest final consumption market.

The previous US administration promoted re-
shoring (the process of returning the production
and manufacturing of goods back to a company’s
country of origin) and the localization of industry.
However, the measures to localize industry have
not been able to proportionally stimulate produc-
tivity. Costs have increased, and according to the
Institute for Supply Management, US manufac-
turers had to wait up to 92 days in September
for parts and raw materials due to supply conges-
tion. Third, US protectionism has hindered not
only the global trade system but also the inter-
ests of the US. In particular, the former Donald
Trump administration raised tariffs on Chinese
goods several times and imposed strict export
controls on Chinese goods and services.
Developed economies, for example, especially
the US, have benefited from efficient and low-la-
bor-cost production bases overseas that produce
a wide range of inexpensive but quality products.
Such production bases have also helped the US

to keep inflation under control and increase con-
sumption.
The supply chain crisis, including the congestion
at ports, since the end of last year has delayed the
delivery of raw materials and finished products.
This has led to a shortage of finished products in
the market, forcing goods prices to rise sharply,
which has affected ordinary people’s lives. Rising
inflation has also made festival celebrations such
as Thanksgiving costlier. It is also likely to make
Christmas celebrations much expensive.
The US can overcome the supply chain crisis by
deepening cooperation with other countries. And
if it is sincere about restoring the global supply
chains to their normal state and boosting eco-
nomic recovery as it claims, it should strengthen
cooperation with global suppliers.
Especially, the US should abandon its decoupling
efforts, and take the path of fair cooperation and
mutual respect, because what it is encountering
are the inevitable outcomes of the international
division of labor, not the effects of other coun-
tries’ economic success, especially China’s suc-
cess. US Trade Representative Katherine Tai
said on Oct 4: “We need to take a new, holistic,
and pragmatic approach in our relationship with
China that can actually further our strategic and
economic objectives for the nearterm and the
long-term.” If she means what she says, the US
needs to engage in self-reflection and reconsider
its position in the global supply chains and Chi-
na-US trade, and strike a balance between eco-
nomic resilience and efficiency. The US should
also realize that one single country cannot local-
ize supply of goods and services, because it will
lead to lower economic efficiency and inefficient
resource allocation, so it should follow the theory
of comparative advantage and continue cooperat-
ing with other countries, in order to maintain its
competitiveness in the global market.

— Courtesy: China Daily

Dalia Al-Aqidi

Americans need to
comprehend that
Islamists are the

oppressors in their

own homeland and
are willing to do
whatever it takes to
manipulate the good
nature of the average
American who
respects freedom of
religion and expects
others to do so.

The 212 Republican

representatives who
voted against this
legislation are not

“Islamophobes.” On
the contrary, they

took this brave action
to defend Muslims
such as myself who
believe in the US
Constitution and are
being targeted by

American Islamists

for doing so

EMOCRATIC members of

the US House of Repre-

sentatives passed legisla-
tion last week to create a special
envoy to combat Islamophobia
worldwide. The bill was sponsored
by Muslim Rep. Ilhan Omar, a Dem-
ocrat from Minnesota, and her Jew-
ish colleague Rep. Jan Schakowsky,
a Democrat from lIllinois.
At first glance, the creation of this
position seems noble as it reassures
Muslim minorities around the globe
who are being persecuted or facing
racism that the leader of the free
world is ready to acknowledge their
suffering and defend them if neces-
sary. But the reality is the opposite.
As an American Muslim, | stand
against this bill along with many
similar-minded Muslims who know
firsthand what political Islamism
is all about and are willing to fight
these efforts. The term “Islamopho-
bia” itself is questionable, especially
since it is nothing but an invention
of political Islamists who wanted
to silence even Muslim voices who
guestion their motives and object
to their totalitarian ideology in the
name of freedom of religion.
The bill that was proudly support-
ed by the Democratic party failed
to define Islamophobia. Does de-
scribing Hamas as a terrorist group
fall into this category? What about
condemning suicide bombings by
Islamist jihadists? And, most im-
portantly, would standing against
the Muslim Brotherhood and its de-
fenders make you an “Islamophobe”
who deserves to be canceled?
No one has the answers, except the
Islamists themselves who are trying
to infiltrate the Western political
system and modify it to suit their po-
litical agenda, which has nothing to
do with the Muslim faith. Otherwise,
why did Omar, who claims to fight

for human rights around the globe,
refuse to support a resolution recog-
nizing the Armenian genocide if not
for the benefit of Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who met her
in a closed meeting in New York dur-
ing the 72nd UN General Assembly
before her US Congressional bid?
If we look at the organizations that
contributed to the grooming and
presentation of US politicians such
as Omar and Rashida Tlaib of Mich-
igan, along with a significant num-
ber of Islamist candidates who ran
for public office around the US, we
notice that all go back to a single
source, which explains the unified
narrative and shared vocabulary.
The Council on American-Islamic
Relations, which describes itself as
the largest Muslim civil liberties or-
ganization, and its executive direc-
tor, Nihad Awad, who does not hide
his admiration for the Turkish re-
gime and his close ties to Erdogan,
is the sole source behind the recent
Islamist political wave in the US.
Awad called on the congressional
leadership and the Biden-Harris ad-
ministration to support the legislation
and make this special envoy position
a reality. “While global Islamophobia,
anti-Muslim state policies, and hate
incidents have increased for the past
two decades, the American Muslim
community has consistently called for
the creation of a special envoy posi-
tion to monitor and combat this rising
tide of hate,” he wrote.
This month CAIR gave Omar the
Muslim-American public servant of
the year award for “her activism in
the US House of Representatives in
light of her recent feud with Rep. Lau-
ren Boebert (R-Colorado), who made
Islamophobic remarks about her
fellow congresswoman.” This is ex-
actly how Islamists operate — by vic-
timizing themselves, then glorifying
their actions in the name of “Islam-
ophobia,” while President Joe Biden
paves the road for the most danger-
ous ideology in our modern history.
“The administration looks forward to
working with Congress to ensure the
Secretary of State has the necessary
flexibility and permissive authority to
designate such an office and special
envoy and to provide for an annual
report monitoring concerning acts of
Islamophobia in foreign countries,”
the White House said.
Americans need to comprehend
that Islamists are the oppressors in
their own homeland and are willing
to do whatever it takes to manipu-
late the good nature of the average
American who respects freedom of
religion and expects others to do so.
The 212 Republican representatives
who voted against this legislation
are not “Islamophobes.” On the con-
trary, they took this brave action to
defend Muslims such as myself who
believe in the US Constitution and
are being targeted by American Isla-
mists for doing so. They did it to pro-
tect the Constitution’s First Amend-
ment, which guarantees freedom of
expression by prohibiting Congress
from restricting the press or the
rights of individuals to speak freely.
However, the fight is not over yet.
Next year, the bill will be presented to
the US Senate, where it is expected
to stall —as it should — while senators
such as Ted Cruz should focus on des-
ignating the Muslim Brotherhood as
a terrorist group before it is too late.
Courtesy: Arab News
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Berlin warns
of ‘worst’
Afghan crisis

From PacGe 01

“We cannot allow hundreds
of thousands of children to
die because we don’t want
to take action,” Baerbock
said. Berlin would “seek
ways with our international
partners so that humanitari-
an aid arrives in the country
and bring those particularly
in need of protection out of
the country”. Baerbock said
such efforts were also aimed
at “preventing further desta-
bilisation on the ground”.

Some 15,000 people who
Germany had agreed to
take in at the end of its
two-decade long military
engagement were still in
Afghanistan awaiting evac-
uation, she said, adding
that helping them leave
was of the “highest prior-
ity” for Berlin. This would
include redoubling efforts
to assure safe passage via
neighbouring countries.

Pakistan
welcomes

UNSC, US...

From Pace 01
provide aid to Afghanistan,
supporting basic needs. In
another development, he
said the United States has ex-
empted US and UN officials
doing permitted business
with Taliban from US sanc-
tions to help ease aid flow.
“Surely, this is a major

breakthrough. | want to
congratulate the Afghan
people. Alhamdullilah,

OIC’s session of the foreign
ministers starts coming to
fruition,” the foreign minis-
ter told media. The Security
Council resolution, passed
unanimously  Wednesday,
said, “This resolution pro-
vides an exemption from
the UN Security Council
assets freeze against listed
members of the Taliban and
associated entities solely
for the provision of human-
itarian assistance and other
activities that support basic
human needs in Afghani-
stan, which the council will
review in one year.

He also mentioned the US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken’s tweet wherein he
appreciated Pakistan’s stance
and also Saudi Arabia for
convening the extraordinary
meeting which would have
positive outcomes. “Follow-
ing OIC session in Pakistan,
welcome two important de-
velopments in support of
Afghan people: UNSC res-
olution to provide aid to Af-
ghanistan, supporting basic
needs and the US exemption
on US/UN officials doing
permitted business with Tal-
iban from US san The foreign
minister said the OIC ses-
sion also succeeded in evolv-
ing consensus among the
participants for appointing a
special OIC envoy on Afghan-
istan humanitarian assis-
tance, establishing a Trust
Fund which also started re-
ceiving funds and launching
a food security program.
Qureshi said he would also
talk to the member coun-
tries to consider the option
of establishing an air corri-
dor or others to ensure an
urgent supply of food.

Asif Zardari
to launch
campaign...

From Pace 01
PTI government by staying
in Islamabad and Lahore.
Zardari said the PPP-led
Sindh  government and
the federation had some
thorny issues that would
persist in the future.
He further said that they
will continue to serve the
masses under the leader-
ship of Bilawal Bhutto Zard-
ari and Aseefa Bhutto.
Referring to the death of
one of his cousins, for-
mer president said today
he was in great pain be-
cause he had lost one of
his child playmates. Earli-
er, PPP Co-Chairman and
former president Asif Ali
Zardari reached Tando Al-
lah Yar to meet his close
aide and friend.
Asif Zardari who stayed
overnight in Nawabshah city
reached Tando Allah yar to-
day to visit the house of his
friend Ghulam Qadir Marri
at village Darya Khan Marri.
He will stay in Tando Allah
Yar for three days.
The local administration
made preparations like
installing panaflexes and
nearby  buildings have
been beautified with light
bulbs, setting up a tempo-
rary helipad and cleaning
the area for welcoming the
former president.

Pakistan stun Afghanistan
IN U-19 Asia Cup opener

In their opening match of the tournament, Pakistan faced an uphill battle
against f?hanlstan. After winning the toss, Afghanistan elected to bat
|
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rst which turned out to be a bad decision after all

PORTS DESK

LAHORE: The Pakistan
U-19 team has registered
their first-ever win against
Afghanistan U-19 in the
Asia Cup after they disman-
tled the opposition for only
52 runs inside 24 overs.

In their opening match of
the tournament, Pakistan
faced an uphill battle against
Afghanistan. After winning
the toss, Afghanistan elect-
ed to bat first which turned
out to be a bad decision af-
ter all.

Ahmad Khan took 3 for 21
whereas  ZeeshanZameer
and Awais Ali both picked
up two wickets each and
gave away only 12 and 9
runs respectively.

The bowlers’ efforts were
rewarded and Pakistan man-
aged to tumble Afghanistan

over for only 52 runs.
Pakistan, however, failed
to cruise through the game
as they also lost six wick-
ets while chasing the low
total. Abdul Bangalzai was
removed after making 9
runs whereas Muhammad
Shahzad and QasimAkram
both fell without disturb-
ing the score.

Haseebullah, Irfan Khan,
and RizwanMehmood col-
lectively only added 17 runs
before departing. The open-
er MaazSadagat remained
unbeaten on 14 runs as
Pakistan completed the
chase in 16.4 overs. Quet-
ta Gladiators’ Noor Ahmed
was the pick of the bowlers
for Afghanistan as he took
3-20 from the five overs he
bowled. Pakistan will take
on arch-rivals India in their
second match of the event
on Saturday, December 25.

Open dialogue better
than boycott, says Coe

SHENZHEN:World Athletics President Sebastian Coe said
he is "philosophically opposed" to boycotts and prefers dia-
logue as a means to work through issues after the Diamond
League announced the addition of a second event in China
next year. The Diamond League said on Tuesday Shenzhen
would host the 2022 season's second meet in China on Aug
6, after the July 30 event in Shanghai. The United States,
Britain and Australia are among countries that have an-
nounced a diplomatic boycott of the Feb 4-20 Beijing Winter
Games over China's human rights record, a stand that Chi-
na dismissed as "political posturing".

Sport in China is also under the microscope after tennis
player PengShuai alleged that a former Chinese vice pre-
mier had sexually assaulted her in the past. The Women's
Tennis Association said it would suspend tournaments in
China due to concerns over her safety. Peng, who was ab-
sent from public view from nearly three weeks, said on Sun-
day that she had never accused anyone of sexually assault-
ing her. Speaking after the decision to add another event
in China, Coe said: "We are concerned for the welfare of all
athletes. | believe all athletes should be free to voice their
concerns and sports should never flinch from making those
points. "But it is still better to have open dialogue and sport-
ing relationships than pulling up the drawbridge.” — DNA

Ramos sent off
in PSG draw

PARIS: Sergio Ramos was sent off as Paris Saint-Ger-
main salvaged a 1-1 draw away at Ligue 1 strugglers
Lorient thanks to Mauro Icardi's injury-time equaliser on
Wednesday. In their final outing of 2021, PSG trailed in
Brittany to Thomas Monconduit's thunderous first-half
strike for Lorient until Icardi rescued a point with a head-
er in the 91st minute. Ramos had come off the bench at
the start of the second half for just his third appearance
since moving to France from Real Madrid in the close
season, but he was dismissed four minutes from time af-
ter receiving a second yellow card.

PSG, with top scorer KylianMbappe and playmaker Marco
Verratti both missing due to suspension and Neymar still
out injured, produced another worryingly sub-standard per-
formance that will put the focus on coach Mauricio Pochet-
tino. The Argentine, approaching the first anniversary of
his appointment, has struggled to get the very best out of
PSG's array of superstar players, although they sit a huge
13 points clear of their nearest challengers Nice and Mar-
seille at the French season's halfway stage. "In terms of re-
sults we are still in all competitions, so in that regard we are
doing fine," Pochettino said. — Agencies

Liverpool fight back to beat
‘Leicester in League Cup

WEeB DEsk

LIVERPOOL:Liverpool
came from two goals down
to beat Leicester on penal-
ties after a pulsating League
Cup quarterfinal ended 3-3
at Anfield as Tottenham
and Chelsea also made the
semifinals. Spurs were 2-1
winners over West Ham and
will face Chelsea in the last
four after they needed two
late goals to see off Brent-
ford 2-0. Liverpool will take
on Arsenal in the semi-finals
over two legs in January.

All three matches went
ahead in front of full crowds
despite the worrying rise of
coronavirus case numbers
that had seen last weekend's
Premier League sched-
ule decimated by call offs.
Leicester's previous two fix-
tures had been called off due

to a combination of a corona-
virus outbreak in the squad
and a mounting injury list.
However, Brendan Rodgers
was able to name a close
to full strength side on his
return to Anfield and it
showed early on against a
much-changed Liverpool.
Jamie Vardy struck twice
inside the first 13 minutes
as he angled a drive across
Caoimhin Kelleher and then
tapped in PatsonDaka's
pass from close range.
JurgenKlopp had made 10
changes from the side that
drew 2-2 at Tottenham on
Sunday with Liverpool also
depleted by four positive
Covid cases.

However, it was one of
their more experienced

starters who got them back
in the game as Alex Ox-
lade-Chamberlain smashed
home from the edge of the

area. Leicester restored
their two-goal cushion be-
fore halftime thanks to
James Maddison's piledriv-
er from 30 yards that flew
past Kelleher.

Klopp introduced three
firstteam regulars at half-
time and one of them, Dio-
go Jota, gave Liverpool life
again 22 minutes from time.
Kasper Schmeichel then
needed to produce a stun-
ning save to deny the Portu-
guese a second, but Leices-
ter still could not hold out as
Takumi Minamino sent the
game to penalties in the fifth
minute of stoppage time. Mi-
namino then missed with the
chance to win the tie from
the spot in the shootout, but
Kelleher saved from Luke
Thomas and Ryan Bertrand
before Jota fired home the
winning penalty.

Tottenham boss Antonio

Conte showed his determi-
nation to end the club's 13-
year trophy drought as soon
as possible as he named
Harry Kane among a strong
starting line-up.

But it was the other two of
Spurs' front three who were
on target in north London.
Steven Bergwijn scored his
first goal of the season after
two clever one-twos with
Pierre Emile Hojbjerg.
Tottenham's lead lasted
just three minutes as West
Ham seized upon Eric Di-
er's slack pass and Jarrod
Bowen fired low past Hugo
Lloris. Two minutes later
it was 2-1 as Bergwijn this
time turned provider for
Moura to prod home from
close range. "In England it's
very difficult to win some-
thing," said Conte, who will
come up against his old club
in the last four.

June the military moved in and troops, &,
says 200 civilians and several dozen

timates have ranged from hundreds

Shame”, seen here at the University ¢
on the aged statue was based on exter-
for the best interest of the university,”
university is also very concerned about the
fragile statue.” The Chinese authorities have pre-

'Hong Kong’s Tiananmen
Square statue removed

HONG KONG: A famous statue at the University of Hong Kong marking the Tiananmen Square massacre was removed late
on Wednesday. The statue showed piled-up corpses to commemorate the hundreds - possibly thousands - of pro-democracy
protesters killed by Chinese authorities in 1989. It was one of the few remaining public memorials in Hong Kong com-
memorating the incident. Its removal comes as Beijing has increasingly been cracking down on political dissent in Hong
. China that allowed public commemoration of the
tive topic in the country. In 1989, Beijing’s
. demonstrations calling for greater po-
camped for weeks in the square, but in
- ropened fire. The Chinese government
/security personnel died. Other es-
 to as many as 10,000. The “Pillar of
Hong Kong in October “The decision
nal legal advice and risk assessment
it said in a statement on Thursday. “The
potential safety issues resulting from the
viously cited safety or public health concerns as
reasons for preventing events such as vigils taking place on anniversaries of the Tiananmen Square massacre. The first
sign the statue was being taken down came late on Wednesday, when university officials fenced off the area with plastic
sheeting. Construction workers worked overnight behind plastic barriers to dismantle the 8m (26ft) copper statue. Secu-
\rity guards blocked reporters from approaching and tried to stop them from filming. — Agencies
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Sydney Sixers
sign Shadab Khan

SYDNEY: Pakistan star all-rounder Shadab

Khan has been signed by Sydney Sixers
for the ongoing 11th season of the Big Bash -
League (BBL). Shadab has now become the
fifth Pakistani player to be signed by a BBL |
franchise as HarisRauf, Ahmed Danyal, and 1
Syed Fardioun have all been signed by Mel-
bourne Stars whereas Mohammad Hasnain
will wear Sydney Thunder colors. Previously,
the all-rounder featured in the BBL back in

the competition's seventh edition for Bris- /&

baine Heat, where he played three match-
es and picked up six wickets. He also made

some handy contributions with the bat as well. The Sydney
Sixers are on track to extend their winning run in the tourna-
ment as they have already registered four out of five wins, and
they have identified Shadab as the key factor to help them with
it. Shadab will return to Pakistan ahead of the Pakistan Super
League's seventh edition and this stint during the BBL will
help him prepare for the tournament. In addition to that,
this will also allow him to get accustomed to the conditions
ahead of Pakistan's tour to Australia in 2023. — DNA

World cricket needs a strong Pak team: Chappell

“I do hope that Australia will not cry off from the nation’s first cricketing tour of Pakistan in
over two decades. Pakistan, in Fartlcular, deserves to host a full-strength Australian team,

having had to play almost all o

SYDNEY: Former Australian cap-
tain Greg Chappell has spoken
at length about Test cricket and
how Australia can lead from the
front and bring more excitement
to the format. While penning his
thoughts for Sydney Morning
Herald, Greg Chappell in his arti-
cle “Test cricket is not dead, but
Australia can improve its health
by again touring Pakistan,” wrote
that Australia has to help Pakistan
through this tough phase.

“I do hope that Australia will not
cry off from the nation’s first
cricketing tour of Pakistan in over
two decades. Pakistan, in particu-
lar, deserves to host a full-strength
Australian team, having had to

cricket.

their cricket in the UAE

play almost all of their cricket in '
the UAE for the past decade,”
wrote Greg. Greg praised Imran
Khan as one of the world’s best
all-rounders and claimed that hav-
ing him lead the charge is a huge
positive for Pakistan cricket.
“Imran Khan was one of the
world’s greatest all-rounders. A
charismatic and natural leader
immensely proud of his nation, it
should give the cricketing world
confidence that he is helming his
country now as Pakistan’s Prime
Minister and determined to over-
see the return of international
I am confident that no
stone will be left unturned in that
quest,” Greg further elaborated.

Y

The former Australian captain com-
plimented Pakistani people and
labelled them as “friendly and re-
spectful” and praised the likes of Ba-
bar, Rizwan, and Shaheen as one of

the best in world cricket right now.
“The stadiums are excellent, as are
the five-star hotels and other facili-
ties for tourists. Language is not
an issue. The people are extremely
friendly and respectful. They are
very passionate and knowledgeable
about their cricket and of course
their national side always has some
amazing talent, which has not al-
ways been harnessed. Babar Azam,
Mohammed Rizwan and ShaheenA-
fridi are world-class cricketers who
would easily walk into other top in-
ternational teams,” he wrote in his
article. Greg further explained that
everyone must understand how im-
portant this tour is for the future of
the game, especially Australia and

for the past decade,” wrote Greg

Pakistan. “It is critical that CA and
the ACA make it clear to the play-
ers how important this tour is to
the long-term future of the game.
Each generation has a responsibil-
ity to ensure that the game that
they pass on to future generations
is in robust health,” he wrote.

He concluded by adding that world
cricket needs a strong Pakistan
Test side to compete against the
top three. “World cricket, and
Test cricket, in particular, needs a
strong Pakistan team to compete
with the big three. Their brand of
cricket is always a drawcard — skill-
ful fast bowlers, exciting spinners,
and dashing batsmen,” concluded
Greg. — Agencies

PML-N, PPP
suffered

defeat in
KP: Fawad

From Pace 01

the candidates to contest
elections in Punjab due to
Asif Ali Zardari’s policies,
which made the party un-
popular in the country. He
said that such political par-
ties were alive only because
of the media coverage and
programmes at private TV
channels. He said as these
parties would eliminate the
day the media would stop
giving them coverage.
Chaudhry Fawad Hussain
said that the sole purpose
of such political parties
was to hatch negative prop-
aganda over the issue of
inflation, adding that those
who were ruling Sindh for
the last 30 years have now
claimed to make a plan for
Sindh. These political lead-
ers could not even go to Lar-
kana and Nawab Shah due
to their unpopularity, what
to talk of becoming a power
in Islamabad and Lahore,
he added. Nawaz Sharif and
Asif Ali Zardari would have
to spend their lives now in
foreign countries, he said.

Palestine
urges World
to halt...
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It maintains this intransi-
gent position and acts with
impunity because it contin-
ues to be rewarded for its
crimes. It is past time for
the international commu-
nity to act, collectively and
concretely, to implement
UNSC 2334 and its recom-
mendation and bring this
unlawful situation to an end.
The global community has
an obligation to implement
effective  measures that
ensure non-recognition of
colonial settlements and de-
prives Israel of the financial
plunders this enterprise has
thus far yielded. Continued
Israeli failure to comply
with international law and
United Nations Security
Council resolutions, includ-
ing 2334, must be met with
decisive international ac-
tion, including sanctions.
Finally, the State of Pales-
tine calls on the United Na-
tions to assume its decisive
role and convene an interna-
tional conference under the
auspices of the Quartet to
ensure the realization of the
Palestinian people’s inal-
ienable rights, including to
self-determination and the
independence of the State
of Palestine, with East Jeru-
salem as its capital.

Int’l
community
must take...
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own words and its own laws
seriously,” said Michael
Lynk, the UN Special Rap-
porteur for the situation of
human rights in the Pales-
tinian territory occupied
since 1967. “Without deci-
sive international interven-
tion to impose accountabil-
ity upon an unaccountable
occupation, there is no
hope that the Palestinian
right to self-determination
and an end to the conflict
will be realized anytime in
the foreseeable future,”
Lynk said.

Resolution 2334, adopted
by the Security Council on
23 December 2016, stated
that Israeli settlements con-
stitute “a flagrant violation
under international law” and
said that all settlement activi-
ties in the occupied Palestin-
ian territory, including East
Jerusalem, must “immedi-
ately and completely cease.”

PTI govt
has fully...
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He said that government
bought gas at exorbitant
price and committed cor-
ruption of hillions. Nobody
cared to launch a probe into
mega scandals of rice, gas,
medicines and Malam Jab-
ba. “I have told three years
ago about the NAB-Niazi
nexus. Now is the time to
end this nexus,” he added.
The PML-N president said
that politics is the name to
provide facilities to people
and control inflation but the
Imran Khan government
has wrecked economy.

He said it was the most
unfortunate day when Im-
ran became prime minis-
ter of this country. While
addressing the function,
the former defence min-
ister and PML-N leader
Khawaja Asif said that the
series (of defeat) which
has started from the KP
will go as far as Karachi.



