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DNA
RAWALPINDI: 54th Convoca-

tion Ceremo-
ny of College 
of Physicians 
and Surgeons 
P a k i s t a n 
(CPSP), was 

held Thursday at Jinnah Con-
vention Centre, Islamabad. 
General Qamar Javed Bajwa, 
Chief of Army Staff (COAS) 
was the chief guest on the 
occasion, said a statement is-
sued by Inter Services Public 
Relations. On arrival, COAS 
was received by Professor 
Shoaib Shafi, Vice Presi-
dent CPSP. COAS awarded 
degrees to successful gradu-
ates and awarded medals to 
high achievers. COAS was 
also conferred honorary 
fellowship of CPSP.

Pak-China 
to hold 

140 events
DNA

BEIJING: Pakistan and 
China held 
about 140 
events this 
year to cel-
ebrate and 
c o m m e m o -

rate the 70th anniversary 
of establishment of their 
diplomatic relations which 
remained popular from 
the beginning to the end, 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
Spokesperson Zhao Lijian 
said on Thursday. “This 
year marked the 70th anni-
versary. The two sides held 
a series of events in celebra-
tions and commemoration 
of this important occasion,” 
he said during his regular 
briefing held here. 

PM Khan 
has mental 
disorder

DNA
LAHORE: Hamza Shahbaz 

stated that 
even after 
three and a 
half years if 
Imran Khan 
accuses previ-

ous governments for tabling 
mini budget it can only be 
because of mental disorders. 
Opposition leader Punjab As-
sembly Hamza Shahbaz, in a 
statement, said that the gov-
ernment is going to approve 
not only a mini budget rather 
the economical strangling of 
the people. Would this mini 
budget of 350 million rupees 
further affect the already 
hiked prices of hundreds of 
common use items, he asked.

Briefs

PPP’s Shagufta 
Jamani, PTI’s 
Ghazala Saifi 
trade blows 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Amid the opposition’s 
ruckus in the National Assembly ses-
sion Thursday, an incident occurred 
in the Lower House of the Parliament 
when the finance minister read out 
the bill, Pakistan Peoples’ Party (PPP) 
MNA Shagufta Jamani had a clash with 
a member of the government Ghazala 
Saifi. The federal government has ta-
bled supplementary finance bill (mi-
ni-budget) alongside other amended 
laws in the National Assembly today 
in which the opposition lawmakers 
came face-to-face to the government 

Continued on Page 06

‘Mini-budget’
tabled in NA
amid ruckus

Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Amidst the Opposition up-
roar, the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
led federal government on Thursday ta-
bled Finance (Supplementary) Bill 2021 
— or the mini-budget in the National As-
sembly for approval. The Finance (Supple-
mentary) Bill 2021 was tabled by Federal 
Finance Minister Shaukat Tarin in the low-
er house amid protest by the opposition 
members. Govt also tabled the State Bank 
of Pakistan (Amendment) Bill 2021 in the 
assembly for approval.
Leader of the Opposition in the National 
Assembly Shehbaz Sharif and Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari remained absent from to-
day’s all-important parliament session.
Speaker National Assembly Asad Qaiser 
who presided over the session allowed 
the minister to table the bill. Before the 
presentation of Supplementary Finance 
Bill, 2021, Finance Minister Tarin read out 
the State Bank Bill before the parliament.

Continued on Page 06

Shaukat Tarin presents the 
Suplementary Bill; Shahbaz Sharif 
and Bilawal abstained; “Don’t sell 

Pakistan”, says Khawaja Asif

Agencies 

GENEVA: A Covid “tsunami” threatens 
to overwhelm healthcare systems, the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) said 
on Wednesday, as record surges fuelled 
by the Omicron variant dampened New 
Year celebrations around the world once 
again. Governments are walking a tight-
rope between anti-virus restrictions and 
the need to keep societies and econo-
mies open, as the highly transmissible 
variant drove cases to levels never seen 
before in the United States, Britain, 
France and Denmark.
The blistering surge was illustrated 
by AFP’s tally of 6.55 million new in-
fections reported globally in the week 
ending on Tuesday, the highest the fig-
ure has been since the WHO declared a 
Covid-19 pandemic in March 2020.
“I am highly concerned that Omicron, 
being more transmissible, circulating 

at the same time as Delta, is leading 
to a tsunami of cases,” said WHO chief 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus.
“This is and will continue to put im-
mense pressure on exhausted health 
workers, and health systems on the 
brink of collapse.” The variant has 
already started to overwhelm some 
hospitals in the United States, the 
hardest-hit nation where the seven-day 
average of new cases hit 265,427, ac-
cording to a Johns Hopkins University 
tracker. Harvard epidemiologist and 
immunologist Michael Mina tweeted 
that the count was likely just the “tip 
of the iceberg”, with the true number 
likely far higher because of a shortage 
of tests. But there was some hope as 
data indicated a decoupling of the num-
ber of cases and hospitalisations.
“We should not become complacent,” 
top US infectious diseases expert An-
thony Fauci said Wednesday, but “all 
indications point to a lesser severity of 

Omicron”. At a drive-through virus test-
ing site in Miami, Florida, on Wednes-
day, there were long lines of cars with 
people waiting to provide samples. “Half 
of my family has it, you know this new 
variant is very, very spreadable, like 
way more spreadable than the first time 
around,” said resident Victoria Sierralta.

Continued on Page 06

Omicron surge: WHO warns of Covid ‘tsunami’
The blistering surge was illustrated by a tally of 6.55 million new infections reported 

globally in the week ending on Tuesday

Omicron ‘not a common 
cold’ yet, virologist warns

News Desk

BERLIN: The South African virolo-
gist Wolfgang Preiser who first dis-
covered the omicron variant of the 
coronavirus warned of its highly con-
tagious nature in an interview with 
DW on Thursday. “With this variant, 
it will be next to impossible to es-
cape infection,” Preiser told DW. The 
virologist was “cautiously optimis-
tic” about the sharp decline in case 
numbers now being seen in South 
Africa, one of the countries first hit 
by the new variant. “Maybe omicron 
is a bit less virulent than the previ-
ous strains,” Preiser said. “But we 

are still seeing patients dying from 
it,” he warned. The omicron variant 
was first registered in November 
and has since led to record-breaking 
numbers of infections in several Eu-
ropean countries, including France 
where daily infections have recently 
surpassed 200,000. 
While early reports on the variant 
have suggested it may have milder 
effects than other variants of the 
virus, scientists have warned that 
the surges in cases could easily over-
whelm health services nevertheless. 
“It’s not a question of a common cold 
virus yet, it may be moving in that 
direction and that would be good 
news,” Preiser explained.

Centreline 
Report

RIYADH: Sau-
di Arabia’s King 
Salman urged 
arch-rival Iran 
on Thursday to 
end its “negative 
behaviour” in the region, after Riyadh 
accused Tehran of aiding Yemeni rebels 
in launching deadly attacks on his coun-
try. However, the monarch who turns 86 
on Friday appeared to soften his hawk-
ish tone towards the Islamic republic, 

Continued on Page 06

Iran launches 
rocket into space 

News Desk

TEHRAN: Iran has launched a satellite 
carrier rocket bearing three research 
devices into space, according to state 
media, as difficult negotiations over 
its tattered nuclear deal with world 
powers continue in Vienna. The re-
ports on Thursday did not say when 
the launch was conducted, nor what 
devices the carrier brought with it. 

Continued on Page 06

Fled Kabul to prevent 
destruction: Ghani

Monitoring Desk

LONDON: Afghanistan’s former presi-
dent has defended his decision to flee 
the country as the Taliban closed in 
earlier this year, saying he did it to 
prevent the destruction of Kabul. The 
Taliban seized power in August after 
taking control of the capital.
Ashraf Ghani revealed that when he woke 
up on 15 August he had “no inkling” it 
would be his last day in Afghanistan. It 
was only when his plane left Kabul that he 
realised he was going, Mr Ghani said on 
BBC Radio 4’s Today programme. He was 
heavily criticised and accused of abandon-
ing the country at the time. He is now in 
the United Arab Emirates.
Mr Ghani made the comments in con-
versation with Gen Sir Nick Carter, the 

UK’s former Chief of the Defence Staff, 
who was guest-editing the Today pro-
gramme on Thursday. As the day start-
ed, Mr Ghani recalled, Taliban fighters 
had agreed not to enter Kabul - “but two 
hours later, this was not the case”. “Two 
different factions of the Taliban were 
closing in from two different directions,” 

Continued on Page 06

Vaccination 
centres to 

remain closed 
on Jan 1-2

Mahnoor Ansar

ISLAMABAD: The National Command 
and Operation Centre (NCOC) said on 
Thursday Covid-19 vaccination centres 
will remain closed across the country 
on Jan 1 and 2. The country’s nerve 
centre for Covid-19 response said the 
inoculation drive will resume from Jan 
3. The NCOC said 30 per cent of the 
country’s total population and 46 per 
cent of the eligible population have 
been inoculated against the viral dis-
ease. Amid the growing threat of out-
break of cases of Covid-19 Omicron 
variant, it urged citizens to get them-
selves vaccinated as soon as possible 
and adhere to the SOPs.

Germany to 
turn off 3 of 

last 6 nuclear 
facilities

The last three nuclear 
power plants will be 

turned off by 2022 end

Web Desk

BERLIN: Germany will pull the plug on 
three of its last six nuclear power sta-
tions on Friday, another step towards 
completing its withdrawal from nuclear 
power as it turns its focus to renewables.
The government decided to speed up its 
phasing out of nuclear power following 
Japan’s Fukushima reactor meltdown in 
2011 when an earthquake and tsunami 
destroyed the coastal plant in the world’s 
worst nuclear disaster since Chernobyl 25 
years earlier. The reactors of Brokdorf, 
Grohnde and Gundremmingen C, run by 
utilities E.ON (EONGn.DE) and RWE 
(RWEG.DE), will be shut down on Friday 
after three and half decades in operation. 
The last three nuclear power plants - Isar 
2, Emsland and Neckarwestheim II - will 
be turned off by the end of 2022.

ISLAMABAD: Palestinian Ambassador Ahmed Rabai receives 
Dr. Ibrahim Ramani, the Ambassador of the Republic of Algeria. 

Palestinian envoy delivered his best wishes for Ambassador 
Dr. Ibrahim in his new mission. – DNA

Lay man to bear
 burden of only
Rs2 bln taxes

Tareen says govt intends to broaden tax net; 
hopes steps would ensure future growth

Ansar Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Terming the opposition’s 
rumpus over supplementary finance 
bill totally unjustified, Finance Minister 
Shaukat Tarin Thursday Thursday said 
the government had proposed to review 
tax exemptions of Rs343 billion in the 
supplementary finance bill, 2021 out of 

Continued on Page 06

Opp making false claims: Habib
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KARACHI: Prof. Dr. Atta-ur-Rah-
man, Chairman of Prime Minister’s 
Task Force on Science and Technol-
ogy, has said that the establishment 
of ‘Pakistan-China Joint Research 
Center for Nutrition and Health’ 
in the International Center for 
Chemical and Biological Sciences 
(ICCBS), University of Karachi is 
really valuable that will open new 
vistas for researchers to have new 
discoveries in the field of Nutrition 
and Health.
A silent revolution in education is 
taking place in Pakistan, as the land-
scape of higher education, science, 
and technology are presently under-
going a major positive change.
He was speaking in the joint open-
ing ceremony (online) of the ‘Paki-

stan-China Joint Research Center 
for Nutrition and Health’ held at 
the H.E.J. Research Institute of 
Chemistry, University of Karachi, 
recently.
Prof. Atta-ur-Rahman and Prof. 
Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary, Director 
of the International Center for 
Chemical and Biological Scienc-
es, and COMSTECH Coordina-
tor General, jointly unveiled the 
plaque of the joint research center 
in the ceremony.
It is pertinent to mention here that 
the Chinese officials also unveiled 
the plaque of the joint center in 
the Institute of Food Science and 
Technology, Chinese Academy of 
Agricultural Sciences (CAAS), Chi-
na, at the same time in the cere-
mony. Many Chinese and Pakistani 
scientists attended the joint online 
ceremony.

Prof. Atta-ur-Rahman said that as 
a result of numerous projects un-
dertaken by the technology-driven 
Knowledge Economy Task Force 
set up by Prime Minister Imran 
Khan in early 2019 under his chair-
manship, the landscape of higher 
education, science and technology 
were presently undergoing a major 
positive change.
“There has been a huge 600 percent 
enhancement in the development 
budget of the Ministry of Science 
and Technology over the last three 
years and projects of over Rs100 
billion have either been approved or 
are in the final phase of approval,” 
he informed the ceremony.
Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary em-
phasized the significance of the bi-
lateral relations between Pakistan 
and China, and said that the dec-
ades of relationship between the 

two brotherly countries were now 
translating into institutional collab-
oration. The ICCBS as a center for 
excellence owns an international 
stature in the field of science and 
research, he said.
He said that ICCBS – University of 
Karachi was contributing its role 
remarkably in the area of research 
and higher education. 
He proposed to compile a Phar-
macopeia of medicinal plants used 
both in TCM and in traditional 
Unani medicine. He acknowledged 
the advice and tremendous support 
of minister health Dr. Azra Fazal 
Pehucho in the establishment of the 
binational center.
He said, “ICCBS was the only in-
stitution in Pakistan, which was 
not only certified by ISO but it also 
became ‘UNESCO Centre for Excel-
lence Category-2 Institute’.” 

Plaque of Pakistan-China Joint 
Research Center unveiled

Samina Alvi urges 
students to focus on 
practical education
Begum Samina Arif Alvi also advised the students of IU to 

also work for creating awareness among the special children 
about preventive measures to maintain good health

Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: Begum Samina Arif Alvi on 
Thursday urged students to equally fo-
cus on practical aspects and scope of 
their respective studies so as to get jobs 
after completing their studies.
She said this in her address to the stu-
dents and faculty members of the Iqra 
University (IU), North Campus on the oc-
casion of Poster Competition for Physical 
Wellness organized by IU here.
Begum Samina Arif Alvi has stated 
that it would  be very good for all, if 
the students after attaining their ed-
ucation get a suitable job; therefore 
practical aspect of the education is 
equally important.
She highly appreciated the students, 
faculty members and administration 
of the IU for organizing the Poster 
Competition and said posters pre-

pared by the students were very in-
formative and could appear very use-
ful with regard to awareness about 
health and fitness.
These types of posters should also 
be displayed in schools because these 
would be very fruitful to create aware-
ness among the students about pre-
ventive measures to maintain physical 
wellness, she said.
She also expressed pleasure to see the 
happy faces of the students and said it 
shows their enthusiasm and interest in 
their studies. 
Begum Samina Arif Alvi also advised 
the students of IU to also work for 
creating awareness among the special 
children about preventive measures to 
maintain good health. 
She said that the persons with disabili-
ties (PWDs) also needed support of all 
of us. The differently-able children also 
deserve to get sympathy and empathy 

from the whole society to lead a normal 
life and become a productive member 
of the society, she observed.
First Lady Begum Samina Arif Alvi 
also called upon the management of 
the Iqra University to organize health 
awareness camps in the less-privileged 
localities to create awareness among 
the masses. 
She said that the present government 
was also paying active attention to ex-
tend best healthcare services to the 
masses. 
Earlier, she visited the Poster Competi-
tion and took keen interests in the post-
ers prepared by the participants.
First Lady Begum Samina Arif Alvi was 
also presented souvenir on the occa-
sion by the Iqra University.
Later, First Lady Begum Samina Arif 
Alvi distributed shields among the win-
ners and runners-up of the Poster Com-
petition. 
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ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate, Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani offering Fateha on the sad 
demise of the mother of Muhammad Ayub Afridi, adviser to the PM for overseas Pakistanis and 

HR development. – DNA

Bureau Report

FAISALABAD: Sui Northern Gas Pipe-
lines Limited (SNGPL) has evolved a 
comprehensive strategy to give new gas 
connections in addition to resolving the 
problems of low pressure in different 
parts of this region, said Mr. Masroor 
Ahmad Khan General Manager SNGPL 
Faisalabad.
Addressing the business community in Fais-
alabad Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
(FCCI) here today, he said that despite the 
acute shortage of gas SNGPL has installed 
52,000 domestic connections during last year. 
He said that industrial development is impera-
tive for the national growth and hence SNGPL 
was trying its optimum best to resolve its gen-
uine issues on top priority basis. 
He said that being a nation, we must try 
to accept ground realities and accordingly 
mend our ways. He said that Faisalabad 
region has been declared best because of 
its outclass performance. “It has record-
ed minimum losses’ ‘, he said and added 

that more connections are installed as 
against the given targets. 
He underlined the need to ensure close 
liaison between FCCI and SNGPL and 
said that Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh should 
identify the areas facing problems of low 
pressure so that the genuine complaints 
could be resolved without any delay. 
He also floated a proposal to create a 
WhatsApp group so that FCCI members 
could file their complaints 24/7 and could 
also get online feedback from the depart-
ment. He said that gas problems relating 
to M3 and Allama Iqbal Industrial Estates 
are being resolved expeditiously while 
Government has also been requested to 
allocate additional gas quota for the new 
industrial units expected to be set up in 
these planned industrial estates. 
About the overall shortage of gas in the 
country, he said that our domestic res-
ervoirs are depleting at a much faster 
pace and the Government must involve 
3rd party from the private sector to en-
sure smooth and uninterrupted supply 
of imported LNG. 

Covid provides 
opportunities for 

E-commerce
Ishfaq Mughal

FAISALABAD: Despite its horrific econom-
ic impacts, Corona has provided a positive 
opportunity to the SME sector to spread its 
wings to the global markets through E-com-
merce without bearing additional financial 
cost, said Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh, President 
Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try (FCCI).
He was addressing a seminar on “Grow 
Your Export Business with Alibaba.com” 
in FCCI here today. This free session was 
organized in collaboration with “Hive Tech-
nologies” while Mr. Song Song country 
Manager Alibaba.com specially participated 
in it. Mr. Atif said that before corona, the 
global market was following the traditional 
system but the pandemic opened new av-
enues of development, particularly for the 
SME sector with limited financial resourc-
es. “The entire global system switched over 
to the E-commerce as people discouraged 
direct links due to the Covid-19”, he said 
and added that as the E-commerce thrived 
across the borders, the pioneer of E-com-
merce Mr. Bill Gates could not maintain 

its superiority and Alibaba.com jumped to 
the top position as a global giant. He said 
that a large number of Pakistani youth is 
already working with Alibaba.com. “They 
have given excellent results despite their 
non professionalism”, he said and added 
that Alibaba.com has made excellent growth 
which has also opened new avenues for the 
new startups. “Youth working with Alibaba.
com falls within the bracket of 20-30 years”, 
he said and added that they have adopted 
new technologies and are now yielding best 
results. He said that Faisalabad is a hub of 
textile which is producing high-quality val-
ue-added textile products which could be 
exported throughout the globe by utilizing 
the platform of Alibaba.com. 
He also appreciated the cooperation of Mr. 
Song Song who invited president FCCI to 
visit the headquarters of Alibaba.com next 
year. Mr. Saad Khawaja and Mr. Waqas Kha-
waja narrated their success stories and said 
that in view of the increasing importance of 
E-commerce, they have got a franchise of 
Alibaba.com for Faisalabad. “We shall train 
local youth to effectively use this global 
platform to give a quantum jump to textile 
exports”, he added. 

Pak hands 
over wheat 

consignment 
to Afghanistan
ISLAMABAD: The first con-
signment of 1800 metric 
tons of wheat from Pakistan 
is being handed over to the 
Afghan authorities Thurs-
day on the basis of human-
itarian sympathy for Afghan-
istan, said a statement here. 
On November 22, 2021, 
Prime Minister Imran Khan 
announced the provision 
of Rs 5 billion worth of hu-
manitarian aid to Afghan-
istan. The relief supplies 
include 50,000 metric tons 
of wheat, emergency medi-
cal supplies, tents and other 
essentials. 
The Prime Minister’s deci-
sion also includes approval 
of reduction in key commod-
ity tariffs and sales tax on 
exports from Afghanistan 
to Pakistan. In the context 
of this initiative of the Gov-
ernment of Pakistan, the 
first consignment of wheat 
(1800 metric tons) is being 
delivered to Afghanistan 
at Torkham, the statement 
said. – APP

Vaccination of 
kiln workers to be 
ensured: Mamoona
Kamran Gujjrar

JHELUM:  The meeting of 
the district vigilance com-
mittee was held in the DC 
office committee room 
chaired by assistant com-

missioner Jhelum Maria 
Javed. The meeting was 
attended by DO industries 
Saeed, DO literacy Mamoo-
na Anjum, DO education 
and other district officers, 
officials of kiln owners as-
sociation, officials of kiln 

workers union.
The meeting reviewed in 
detail other issues including 
complaints about kiln, vacci-
nation of kiln workers, oper-
ation on minimum wages, 
forced labor, social security 
CARDS. 
On this occasion, the as-
sistant commissioner said 
that the vaccination of kiln 
workers should be done as 
soon as possible, full pro-
tection of the rights of kiln 
workers and implementa-
tion of minimum wage law 
and all resources should 
be used to eliminate child 
labor. 
The maximum social se-
curity cards for workers 
should be ensured and said 
that future workers will be 
distributed to the assistant 
commissioner’s office.

SNGPL Faisalabad evolved 
comprehensive strategy

Bureau Report 

FAISALABAD: Faisalabad 
Electric Supply Company 
(FESCO) is upgrading its 
transmission and distribu-
tion system to ensure unin-
terrupted electricity supply 
to its consumers during the 
upcoming hot season, said 
Engineer Bashir Ahmad 
Chief Executive Officer 
FESCO. He was addressing 
a function to handover new 
operational vehicles to new 
subdivisions in FESCO head-
quarter here today. He said 
that FESCO is a consum-
er-friendly organization and 
was exploiting its all-availa-
ble resources to ensure in 
time services by strengthen-
ing and augmenting its trans-
mission and distribution 
system. “Transmission lines 
and grid stations are being 
upgraded well ahead of the 
coming hot season”, he said 
and added that the shortage 
of meters and other installa-
tion material would also be 
overcome by next week. He 
further said that as many as 
159 vehicles are being pur-

chased with the approval of 
FESCO Board of Directors 
(BOD). Among these include 
single cabins, pickups and 
other vehicles for the oper-
ation staff.
He hoped that with these 
vehicles FESCO would save 
approximately Rs.55 million 
per annum from the head of 
petrol, maintenance and oth-
er related expenditures. He 
said that in the first phase, 
13 signal cabin latest porters 
H-100 model of Hyundai are 
being handed over to the 
most needed subdivisions so 
that consumers complaints 
could be redressed expedi-
tiously by ensuring speedy 
transportation of staff and 
material. He assured that 

all existing fleets will be 
replaced with new vehicles 
within the next 20-30 years 
in this region. 
Mr. Suleman Najeeb Khan 
Member FESCO BOD said 
that maximum facilities are 
being doled out to the FES-
CO officers and officials. 
“We are trying to introduce 
digitalization and automa-
tion so that the problems 
of FESCO consumers could 
be resolved through a click”, 
he added. Mr. Kashif Bashir 
Deputy Director Transport 
said that the first lot of new 
vehicles is going to become 
an active part of FESCO, 
which will ensure qualitative 
as well as quantitative im-
provement in the company.

FESCO upgrading its 
system: CEO

FIA busts 
gang 

defrauding 
people 

DNA

KARACHI: Federal Inves-
tigation Agency (FIA) has 
busted a gang allegedly 
involved in defrauding 
people in the name of 
the Ehsaas program in 
Naushahro Feroze district 
of the Sindh province.
The FIA claimed that it had 
arrested three people for 
their role in the entire scam 
after it was pointed out by 
a beneficiary of the Eh-
saas program. Fake SIMs, 
fingerprints, and mobile 
phones were found from 
their possession besides 
also recovering laptops 
and 1500 copies of national 
identity cards (NICs).
According to the FIA, the 
suspects used to create a 
fake ID of the Ehsaas pro-
gram using the illegally ob-
tained data and later used 
it to receive money in their 
name. Earlier this year, the 
staff of Ehsaas Kafalat Cen-
tre was found allegedly us-
ing fingerprints of deserv-
ing women to issue SIM 
cards in Jacobabad.
The staff members of 
Ehsaas Kafalat Centre in 
Jacobabad were allegedly 
found involved in illegally 
issuing SIM cards on the 
names of the deserving 
women registered with 
the poverty alleviation 
programme by using their 
fingerprints. 

Hotel One 
to open in 

Sialkot

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The purpose 
built 58-room hotel will be 
strategically placed in the 
business hub of the city, to 
help strengthen and further 
develop the economy of 
Sialkot.
To redefine the modern 
travel experience by open-
ing a brand-new Hotel One 
on Paris Road, Sialkot, 
Hashoo Group has joined 
hands with Nizam Sons 
(Pvt) Ltd and Leather Field 
(Pvt) Ltd.
Hashoo Group is the leading 
and largest chain of hotels 
in Pakistan, whereas Nizam 
Sons (Pvt) Ltd and Leath-
er Field (Pvt) Ltd, are two 
of the most trusted names 
in export business. Nizam 
Sons (Pvt) Ltd and Leather 
Field (Pvt) Ltd have joined 
forces to develop Union 
Tower, as the landmark and 
icon building for Sialkot, 
where Hotel One will be 
launched.
For this, a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) was 
signed between Hotel One 
and Union Tower, on 28th 
December 2021. The MoU 
was signed by Mr. Haseeb 
Gardezi, Chief Executive 
Officer, Hotel One as well as 
the Chief Operating Officer 
of Hashoo Group, Hospital-
ity and Education Division, 
and Mr. Ameen Ahsan, part-
ner Union Tower.
At the MoU signing ceremo-
ny, Mr. Haseeb A. Gardezi 
said, “Hotel One is the fastest 
growing chain of select-ser-
vice hotels in Pakistan which 
is contributing to the econo-
my by providing jobs.

Police arrest 
245 accused

PESHAWAR: Rural Division 
Police, Peshawar have ar-
rested 245 accused involved 
in various cases during the 
current year.
According to police, those 
arrested accused were in-
volved in murder, attempted 
murder, robbery and other 
serious crimes. – APP

PDMA conducts 
risk assessment

PESHAWAR: The Provin-
cial Disaster Management 
Authority (PDMA) Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa in collabora-
tion with GLOF II project, 
UNDP and technical sup-
port of CDPM & NCEG 
University of Peshawar has 
conducted hazard, vulnera-
bility and risk assessment 
(HVRA) for 17 most vulnera-
ble valleys of Chitral Upper 
& Lower, Dir Upper, Swat, 
Kohistan Upper and lower 
and Kolai Palas to the gla-
cial related hazards.
HVRA is a step towards inte-
grated and comprehensive 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
mainstreamed development 
at local, provincial, and na-

tional levels. 
It guides the policy makers 
in requisite land-use plan-
ning and implementation 
of development programs 
aligned to ground vulnera-
bilities, exposure to risks 
etc. – APP

Four killed 
in separate 
incidents

FAISALABAD: Four people 
were killed in various inci-
dents in and round city dur-
ing the last 24 hours.
Police spokesman said on 
Thursday that two armed 
men namely Hamza and 
Naeem opened indiscrimi-
nate firing on Muhammad 
Sufyan Khan over a dispute 
near Ghousia Chowk. As a re-
sult, he suffered severe bullet 
injuries and died on-the-spot.
The body was shifted to 
the mortuary for medico-le-
gal formalities. In another 
incident, two dead bodies 
of women, including a girl, 
were found from Siem Nul-
lah near Chak 510-GB in the 
limits of Mamukanjan police 
station. Locals spotted the 
bodies and informed the 
area police. – APP

Police hold 
flag march

FAISALABAD: The district 
police on Thursday held a 
flag march in M-III as well 
as Allama Iqbal Industrial 
City, Sahianwala.
A spokesperson for FIED-
MC said that FIEDMC 
Chairman Zafar Iqbal Sar-
war and senior police of-
ficers were among the team 
members of the flag march. 
Chairman Zafar Iqbal said 
that the objective of hold-
ing flag march was to en-
sure protection of life and 
property to the business 
community in the industrial 
estates.
He said that FIEDMC, with 
the help of police, was pro-
viding strict security cover 
to all local as well as foreign 
investors in both industrial 
estates. – APP
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Dr Sania 
lauds top 

performers 
in Stipends 

drive
ISLAMABAD: Special Assis-
tant to the Prime Minister 
on Poverty Alleviation and 
Social Protection, Senator 
Dr Sania Nishtar in a cere-
mony held here Thursday 
lauded top performers in 
Ehsaas School Stipends en-
rollment drive. Chairing the 
appreciation award ceremo-
ny, the SAPM eulogized the 
valuable contribution of the 
field teams and regional of-
ficials of Ehsaas engaged in 
enrolling 6.44 million chil-
dren countrywide, so far.
Secretary Ismat Tahira, DG 
Naveed Akbar, DG Khalid 
Siddique and DG Zafar Ka-
mal also graced the occasion. 
During the period of Jul to 
Sep 2021, majority of field 
teams met all enrollment tar-
gets on time and made sub-
stantial progress on creating 
awareness and leading enroll-
ment drive for the education 
conditional cash transfer pro-
gramme of Ehsaas.
The programme enrolled 
907,486 children in all te-
hsils of the country which 
shows 99.3% achieve-
ment against the target 
of 913,590. According to 
the breakdown by region, 
520,071 children were en-
rolled in Punjab; 191,321 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa; 
126,680 in Sindh; 26,039 
in Balochistan; 27,844 in 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir; 
13,355 in Gilgit Baltistan; 
and 2,176 in Islamabad.
To celebrate the achieve-
ment of this major mile-
stone, a cohort of 30 high 
performing field officers 
were invited to Islamabad.

Partly cloudy 
weather in 
most parts 
of country

ISLAMABAD: Partly cloudy 
and very cold weather in 
most parts of the country 
during next 24 hours. How-
ever, chances of light rain/
snow in north/ northwest 
Balochistan , said MET of-
fice Islamabad on Thursday.
Frost is likely to occur at 
few places in Pothohar re-
gion during morning hours. 
Dense fog is likely to prevail 
in upper Sindh, plain areas 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Punjab during morning/
night. Continental air is pre-
vailing over most parts of 
the country. A shallow west-
erly wave is affecting west-
ern parts of Balochistan.
Minimum temperature’s 
recorded in(°C): Leh -16, 
Kalam -12, Skardu -11, As-
tore -09, Gupis, Gilgit, Hun-
za -08, Kalat -07, Quetta, 
Bagrote -06, Dir, Pulwama, 
Baramulla -05, Rawalakot, 
Parachinar, Anantnag, 
Srinagar, Shupiyan -04, 
Drosh, Malamjabba, Zhob 
-03, Bunji, Chitral, Mirkhani 
-02, Murree, Kakul, Balakot, 
Garidupatta -01. – APP

Eight PSVs 
impounded 
over SOPs 
violations

RAWALPINDI: The Regional 
Transport Authority (RTA) 
has impounded eight Pub-
lic Service Vehicles (PSVs) 
and challaned several others 
besides imposing fines on 
violations of corona virus 
Standard Operating Proce-
dures (SOPs).  The district 
administration, on the spe-
cial directives of Rawalpindi 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Muhammad Ali continued its 
ongoing campaign to enforce 
Covid-19 SOPs. 
The operation was conduct-
ed under the supervision of 
Secretary, Regional Trans-
port Authority (RTA). 
A total of 27 raids were con-
ducted in different areas of 
the district during last three 
days as the authorities took 
action against the violators. 
The DC urged the citizens 
to follow the SOPs and 
adopt all possible precau-
tionary measures against 
corona virus. The officers 
concerned had accelerated 
their raids against the viola-
tors, said a district adminis-
tration spokesman. 
He informed that the pro-
vincial government had im-
posed restrictions on public 
transport and business ac-
tivities to curb the spread 
of contagion. To implement 
this, various teams led by 
Rawalpindi RTA Secretary 
cracked down on public 
transport vehicles.  He in-
formed that Secretary, RTA 
also distributed face masks 
among citizens. – APP

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant 
to the Prime Minister on Climate 
Change, Malik Amin Aslam has 
said that the energy transition is a 
major component of Pakistan’s re-
cent Energy Planning and thus, it 
has been given significant impor-
tance in revised Nationally Deter-
mined Contributions (NDCs) and 
country’s interventions at Confer-
ence to Parties (COP26).  
He was speaking at the official 
Launch of the ”Network for Clean 
Energy Transition (NCET)- Re-
search and Advocacy,” by Sustain-
able Development Policy Institute 
(SDPI). Mr Aslam on the occasion 
assured of his support to the net-
work and cause of energy transi-
tion in Pakistan.  
The Network for Clean Energy 
Transition for Research and Ad-

vocacy is a first-of-its-kind initi-
ative in Pakistan, which aims to 
address the critical dimensions of 
the energy transition for achieving 
SDG-7. Dr Hina Aslam, Research 
Fellow, SDPI highlighting the ob-
jective of the network said that 
energy and climate change are the 
core challenges for Pakistan. She 
said further that media, academia, 
researchers, technical experts, 
civil society ,financial institutes, 
corporate sector,INGO, parlia-
mentarians, concerned ministries 
and relevant stakeholders would 
be part of the network. 
Senator Faisal Javed, while shar-
ing his views informed the partic-
ipants that Pakistan has become 
the first country in the World to 
meet the International ‘Bonn 
Challenge’ by restoring over 
350,000 hectares of land. He said 
that the Network is expected to 
play an important role to make a 

socio-economic case for energy 
transition in Pakistan.  
Dr Abid Qaiyum Suleri, Execu-
tive Director, SDPI, while wel-
coming all the members of the 
network, mentioned various 
recent initiatives of Pakistan 
to overcome the challenges 
in the energy sector as well as 
the challenges posed by climate 
change. Ms Syma Nadeem, 
MNA/Parliamentary Secretary 
for Interprovincial Coordination, 

emphasized on the need of indi-
genization of renewable energy 
technologies and manufacturing 
units of Solar power plants. She 
added further that the Higher 
Education Commission needs to 
play its role by engaging academ-
ia to come up with Technological 
innovations in the energy sector.  
Mr Shah Jahan Mirza, Managing 
Director, Private Power, and In-
frastructure Board (PPIB) was 
of view that the Government 
of Pakistan has shown a strong 
commitment towards increasing 
the share of renewable energy 
through ARE Policy 2019. He said 
the total share of clean and green 
energy by 2030 is expected to be 
over 60%.  Dr Hassan Daud Butt, 
Chief Executive Officer, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Board of Invest-
ment and Trade (KP-BOIT) high-
lighted the importance of an ef-
fective stakeholder engagement 

process in the sector.   
Mr Mustafa Hyder Sayed, Execu-
tive Director, Pakistan-China Insti-
tute (PCI), asserted that Pakistan 
needs to put a focus on power evac-
uation capacity. Mr Waqas ul Has-
san, CEO, Karandaaz emphasized 
that we need to invest in energy 
efficiency, distribution systems, 
waste management, and mobilize 
the green investment deals. Mr 
Fauz ul Azeem, DGM, Interloop 
Pvt. Ltd. said that there is a need 
to have datasets publicly available 
on emissions from demand sec-
tors.  Dr Fatima Khushnud, Head 
of Policy, Research & New Busi-
ness, Engro Energy Ltd highlight-
ed the recent initiatives of Engro 
Energy Ltd. in promoting clean 
energy. Mr Saad Latif, Director 
Net Zero, Pakistan Environment 
Trust said Green Financing initia-
tives for SMEs are missing from 
banking sector initiatives.  

Transition to be a major part of energy planning
SAPM, Malik Amin Aslam was speaking at the official Launch of the ”Network for Clean Energy 

Transition (NCET)- Research and Advocacy,” by Sustainable Development Policy Institute (SDPI)
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SERVICES

Namaz Timings

Emergency

Hotels & 
Restaurants

Airlines

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Islamabad 
Metropolitan

Wasa Water Tank

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad...............9222596
Rawalpindi.........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info.................114
PIA Cargo...............9280979
Railway Inquiry...............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA........................9281092

CMH.......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

CDA...................9221334-43
CDA...................9208301-04
Met Office...........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA.......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town.............5773343

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125

Water Tanker Service
E-7, F-10 & F-11......9204654
G-5, G-6, G-7, G-8....9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12, 
H-8.........................9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Complaints

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott..........051- 2826121
Monal.............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines......8494949

Every state institution 
involved in real estate 

business: IHC CJ
ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court (IHC) on Thurs-
day adjourned hearing till January 26, in a case pertaining 
to implementation on police order 2002. IHC Chief Justice 
Athar Minallah heard the case. Attorney General for Paki-
stan Khalid Javed Khan appeared before the court.
At the outset of hearing, the chief justice remarked that 
every state institution had been involved in real estate 
business. The Intelligence Bureau (IB) was running a big 
housing society, he said adding even the senior officers of 
interior ministry were involved in this business. 
The court observed that a prisoner had sent a letter from 
Bhakar Jail and said the whole state machinery was alleged-
ly involved in this business.  The court said the real culprit 
were not arrested, adding this city had become elite’s cap-
tured.  The court further said the police department was 
also developing a housing society and on the other hand 
citizens were facing problems.  Justice Minallah asked that 
who would address the issues of citizens, adding the land 
grabbing could not be done without the help of the station 
house officer and ‘Patwaris’.  The court said the police or-
der was imposed in 2015 and it had repeatedly asked for im-
plementation.   Last week,he Islamabad High Court (IHC) 
had stopped construction of a wall around the Defence 
Complex, also known as the New General Headquarters, 
and ordered that action be taken against any illegal activity 
or construction undertaken on state land.
While hearing a petition filed by an affected villager, 
IHC Chief Justice Athar Minallah also ordered the CDA 
to make sure that the Defence Complex is constructed 
in accordance with the approved plan. The petitioner 
— a resident of Bairi Meera village, which falls within 
the notified area of the Margalla Hills National Park — 
has challenged the alleged illegal encroachment of the 
Quarter Master General (QMG) upon land around the 
Defence Complex in Sector E-10. The petition asserts 
that a specified area was allotted by the CDA under the 
Capital Development Authority Ordinance, 1960 for es-
tablishing the Defence Complex in Sector E-10. – APP

Fajr....................... 05:43 am
Zohr..................... 12:10 pm
Asr.......................  03:31 pm
Maghrib............... 05:09 pm
Isha...................... 06:38 pm

PAF’s heroics during 1971 
Pak-India war laudable

Former senior Pakistan Air Force officers and eminent diplomats discuss 
PAF at the National Seminar on “PAF’s Saga in December ’71 Air War” 

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: “Mr Jinnah was 
right” when he wanted “Peace 
within and Peace without” for Pa-
kistan to make its rightful place in 
the comity of nations. He was right 
when he desired an Air Force “Sec-
ond to None” for Pakistan. This 
was the key message of former 
senior Pakistan Air Force officers 
and eminent diplomats at the Na-
tional Seminar on “PAF’s Saga in 
December ’71 Air War”, organized 
by the Centre for Aerospace & 
Security Studies (CASS) in Islam-
abad.  Air Marshal Masood Akhtar 
(Retd), former Deputy Chief of Air 
Staff (Training), PAF was the Key-
note Speaker, while other eminent 
speakers included Ambassador 
Khalid Mahmood, Chairman Board 
of Governors, Institute of Strate-

gic Studies, Islamabad (ISSI); Air 
Commodore Jamal Hussain (Retd), 
PAF veteran and Defence Analyst; 
Ambassador Afrasiab Mehdi Hash-
mi Qureshi, former High Commis-
sioner of Pakistan to Bangladesh, 

Bhutan, and New Zealand. The 
seminar was chaired by President 
CASS Air Marshal Farhat Hussain 
Khan (Retd), while Air Vice Mar-
shal Faheem Ullah Malik (Retd), 
Director Warfare & Aerospace 

moderated the proceedings. 
Outlining why it was important 
to re-tell the stories of those PAF 
officers who had sacrificed their 
lives for the nation in the 1971 
War, President CASS Air Mar-

shal Farhat Hussain Khan (Retd) 
highlighted that the seminar was 
organized because their excep-
tional devotion, valour and sacri-
fice remained overshadowed by 
the great national catastrophe. 
“It is imperative to communi-
cate to the younger generations 
PAF’s repeated admirable per-
formance in times when all oth-
ers had gone under,” he said.
In his Keynote Address, Air Marshal 
Masood Akhtar provided an over-
view of Pakistan’s political environ-
ment after Quaid-i-Azam’s demise 
in both East and West Pakistan, 
the overall defence establishment 
construct, build-up of armed forces 
in general and PAF in particular, he 
pointed out that in the backdrop of 
1971, we often shy away from look-
ing at the constraints on PAF and 
how in spite of all those, the PAF 
performed above par. 

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Secretary Sohail Mahmood exchanging views 
with Ambassador of Saudi Arabia, Nawaf Bin Saeed Al Maliki. – DNA

PTCL and Ufone  
welcome 4th batch 
of FUEL program

ISLAMABAD: PTCL Group has welcomed the 4th batch of its flagship leadership devel-
opment program, ‘FUEL’ that focuses on carving out the next line of business leaders 
through two-year immersive training of its most talented and top-performing employees.  
To welcome the new batch and bid farewell to the graduating batch, an event was organized 
in Islamabad that was attended by Hatem Bamatraf, President & Group Chief Executive 
Officer, PTCL & Ufone, along with the top management, said a news release.  On the occa-
sion, Syed Mazhar Hussain, Group Chief Human Resource Officer, PTCL & Ufone shared 
his thoughts with the audience and 
said, “I congratu- late the graduating 
batch and wish them good luck in 
their professional careers.  Moreo-
ver, I would like to wholeheartedly 
welcome the new batch and encour-
age them to pur- sue their dreams 
with enthusiasm and passion. I 
have always be- lieved that great 
companies are a reflection of their 
people. When you have talented peo-
ple in your compa- ny with the right 
culture & right discipline, they 
can move mountains.” PTCL launched the FUEL program in 2013 to prepare the next 
generation of leaders to assume important organizational responsibilities and so far over 
100 employees from various functions have been trained thoroughly.  However, this year 
Ufone is also participating in the program that will provide a learning opportunity for 
mid-level professionals within the company.  FUEL is feedback-intensive and transforma-
tive in nature that helps the employees in acquiring a clear perspective on their career 
path and future.  The program consists of rigorous development interventions such 
as certifications, executive coaching, leadership academy in collaboration with LUMS, 
mobility program, job rotation, etc. PTCL and Ufone have been recently recognized 
as the Best Places to Work by the Pakistan Society of Human Resource Management 
(PSHRM) at its 2021 Annual awards, thereby authenticating the Group’s standing as 
one of the most employee-centric organizations in the country. – DNA

3 excise 
officials 

suspended
ISLAMABAD: A former E&T 
officer and his accomplices 
were caught by the depart-
mental team in Islamabad 
red-handed when they were 
extorting money from some 
labourers at a checkpost by 
posing themselves as E&T 
officers. The department also 
suspended three of its officers 
namely Altaf Hussain, Zafar 
Ishaq, both ETOs, and Inspec-
tor Arshad Iqbal.   – APP

Pak, Saudi 
Arabia mull 
cooperation

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of 
Saudi Arabia in Pakistan Nawaf 
bin Saeed Al-Malki Thursday 
called on Foreign Secretary 
Sohail Mahmood in Islamabad 
Thursday. During the meeting, 
they exchanged views on fur-
ther fortifying the ongoing mo-
mentum in relations between 
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. The 
foreign secretary deeply appre-
ciated Ambassador Nawaf’s 
contributions to strength-
ening historic and multi-di-
mensional ties between two 
brotherly countries.

7th Pak Int’l 
Mountain Film 

Festival launched
ISLAMABAD: Featuring 16 films from 12 countries, the 
7th edition of the Pakistan International Mountain Film 
Festival is launching from December 29 to 30, 2021. The 
variety of films in the festival ranges from nature and 
wildlife documentaries to short animated films. 
The films in the festival also cover a range of topics 
from climate change, mental health problems caused by 
climate migration in Gilgit-Baltistan, women’s rights in 
Iran, and deforestation. Festival Chairman and Director 
Wajahat Malik expressed his satisfaction in continuing 
the tradition of curating some of the best mountain films 
from around the world for Pakistani audiences. 
“The pandemic has taken a toll on everyone, and most of 
all the film industry, so promoting both local and foreign 
mountain films is the least we can do to continue inspir-
ing both ourselves and the audiences. This is the second 
online edition of the festival, and we may continue this 
medium with physical events in the future.” Audiences 
from around the world can watch the films for free on 
Rinstra, an online streaming platform.
Pakistan International Mountain Film Festival is one of the 
three Mountain Film Festivals in Asia and the only one in 
Pakistan. Created in 2015, the event is organized by Islam-
abad-based Eyebex Films in collaboration with Idea Work-
shop and online streaming platform Rinstra. – APP



TWIN CITIES04

Khayam Abbasi 

ISLAMABAD: The existing mis-
trust between Afghanistan and 
Pakistan has largely resulted from 
the years-long distortion of facts 
that were influenced by politically 
motivated agendas. 
The need is now to project com-
monalities by identifying lacunas 
from the shared history of the 
two nations; and this can be done 
by the academia and civil socie-
ty taking the lead, setting aside 
all fictions and fabrications, and 
shaping up a joint-narrative that 
is based on facts and ground real-
ities, all aimed at ensuring peace-
ful coexistence and strengthening 
bilateral ties.
The exigency was stressed at a 
roundtable titled ‘Afghan Histori-
ography: A hybrid threat to Paki-
stan’, which was held at Institute 
of Policy Studies (IPS), Islamabad. 
The session was addressed as key-
note speaker by Dr Farhat Taj, as-
sociate professor from the Univer-
sity of Tromso, Norway, chaired 
by IPS’ Vice Chairman Ambassa-
dor (r) Syed Abrar Hussain and 

participated as discussants by 
IPS’ Chairman Khalid Rahman, 
Akhunzada Chattan, a former 
parliamentarian, Brigadier (retd) 
Said Nazir, strategic affairs ex-
pert, Juma Khan Sufi, a renowned 
author and Afghan affairs expert, 
Dr Anwar-ul-Hassan Gilani, vice 
chancellor, University of Haripur, 
and Naufil Shahrukh, GM opera-
tions at IPS.  
Commenting over the hybrid 
threats emanating from Afghani-
stan, Dr Taj underscored the role 
that the research institutions and 
academia from Afghanistan and 
Pakistan can play by carrying out 
genuine research sans any politi-

cal or other kind of duress, to de-
velop a narrative that is based only 
on historical facts. She stressed 
that the distortion of facts by pre-
senting fables has rather widened 
the gulf of distrust between the 
two neighborly countries.
The speaker, for instance, ob-
served that the Durand line issue, 
which was a settled matter in light 
of historical evidences, was deep-
ly inculcated into the false con-
sciousness of Afghan people by 
their governments to achieve vest-
ed interests – a truth that needs 
to be popularized and brought into 
discussion by the academia so that 
the government, politicians, intel-

ligentsia and other stakeholders 
and sensitized and apprised about 
it. Speaking of the efforts Pakistan 
has made to address this wariness, 
Ambassador Abrar was of the view 
that the country has facilitated 
and accommodated thousands of 
Afghan students who have come 
to Pakistan over the years for high-
er education due to the prolonged 
instability in their country. He 
also highlighted the importance 
of the Pashto language in counter 
narrative building in response to 
fiction being presented as history 
by anti-state elements.
Stressing the need for employing 
methods to remove the existing mis-

trust, Khalid Rahman opined that 
religion can build the desired bond 
by bringing closer both nations who 
have shared traditions, culture and 
religion for centuries. However, 
he rued that governance crisis es-
pecially in former tribal areas and 
KPK have caused grievances among 
people who were left in the hands of 
enemies which could exploit them 
against the state.
Other speakers also felt the need 
for highlighting the fact that put-
ting the disputed matters on the 
back burner in the hope of resolv-
ing it would not fetch desired re-
sults. Rather, a proactive approach 
towards clearing the air surround-
ing disputed historical matters 
between the two countries as well 
as the factual reporting of the his-
torical events was seen as need of 
the hour. During the discussion, 
it was also mentioned that both 
countries need to live in a peace-
ful coexistence as their survival 
depends on each other. It was 
accentuated that this narrative, if 
made part of national discourse 
of both neighboring nations, can 
serve both countries well for the 
generations to come.

Academia to play vital role in Pak-Afghan ties

Briefs
‘Ode to the 

Modern 
Masters’ 

continues 
at PNCA

ISLAMABAD: ’Ode to the 
Modern Masters’ continue 
to attract large number of 
people at Pakistan National 
Council of the Arts (PNCA).
According to PNCA, col-
lection includes art pieces 
by the internationally re-
nowned names like Sad-
equain, Shakir Ali, Abdul 
Rehman Chughtai, Zahoor 
ul Akhlaq and many others 
which is a great asset of our 
country. 
The exhibition is a great ini-
tiative of PNCA, Ministry of 
Heritage and Culture Divi-
sion has presented a collec-
tion of sculptures, ceramics, 
engraving and drawings by 
famous artists including 
Akram Dost Baloch, Abbas 
Shah, Amin Gulgee, Anjum 
Ayaz, Elizabeth Dadi, Fau-
zia Aziz Minallah, David 
Alesworth, Jamil Baloch, 
Mian Salahuddin and Rabia 
Zuberi from the Permanent 
Collection of PNCA. 
PNCA and Visual Arts Divi-
sion, to present this exciting 
exhibition in honor of the 
Modern Master artists of 
the country.
Senior Sculptor and visual 
artist, Abbas Shah was the 
Guest of Honor, represent-
ing the visual artists of the 
country. 
Abbas Shah is an Islamabad 
based artist, self taught and 
master sculptor of Pakistan. 
He said that it is a great op-
portunity for the young gen-
eration to have physical in-
teraction with the works of 
senior artists and sculptors 
and he appreciated PNCA 
for arranging the exhibition. 
This occasion was wit-
nessed by attended by an 
audience of artists, families 
and special guests from the 
community. – APP
 

‘Swaang” to 
perform at 
Lok Virsa

ISLAMABAD: A new Theat-
er Group ‘Swaang’ would 
perform first ever two-day 
theater performance on Jan-
uary 8 at National Institute 
of Folk and Traditional Her-
itage- Lok Virsa. According 
to Lok Virsa,”Main Ne Kuch 
Nahi Keya” (MNKNK) is a 
light comedy play would be 
performed at Lok Virsa Me-
dia Center at 6 pm. 
The comedy & mystery play 
is directed by Safeer Ullah 
Khan. The duration of the 
play is 55 minutes.                                           
In a statement, Theatre Wal-
lay has welcomed the new 
Theater Group in federal 
capital.   
They aimed to promote 
performing arts in the city 
through regular classes and 
events. 
Team Theater Wallay has 
extended all kinds of sup-
port. – APP

20 Brick 
Kilns in ICT 
convert over 
‘zigzag’ tech

ISLAMABAD: The federal 
capital’s 20 Brick Kilns out 
of the total 64 units have 
converted over eco-friendly 
zigzag technology to reduce 
the risk of air pollution and 
respiratory diseases caused 
due to hazardous dark 
smoke.  
Pakistan Environmental 
Protection Agency (Pak-
EPA) official told APP that 
regular monitoring of am-
bient air pollutants in Is-
lamabad Capital Territory 
(ICT) by Pak-EPA noticed 
that ambient air standards 
for particulate matter of 
size 2.5 microns (PM2.5) 
have exceeded during 
smog season. 
The Agency has directed 
brick kiln owners to adopt 
zigzag technology on an 
immediate basis as it was 
introduced with the coop-
eration of the All Pakistan 
Brick Kiln Owners Associ-
ation (APBKOA).
“The zig-zag kiln technol-
ogy has been established 
to embellish fuel efficien-
cy, energy savings, and 
lessening in emissions. 
All the owners of brick 
kilns who have not yet in-
stalled the pollution con-
trol technology have now 
submitted affidavits to 
convert their kilns to en-
vironment-friendly zig-zag 
technology,” he informed. 
He mentioned that recent-
ly, Pak-EPA has sealed five 
Brick Kilns who were oper-
ating their kilns in Sector 
H-16, Islamabad without 
the installation of pollution 
control technology. – APP

ICCI for capitalizing on 
Pak-Afghan trade potential

ICCI President said that Pakistan could export a wide range of products to Afghanistan including 
marble & granites, steel, cement, bricks, food products, pharmaceuticals, electrical goods, 

clothes, fruits and many other items while it could import fresh and dry fruits from Afghanistan
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try (ICCI) and the Pakistan-Af-
ghanistan Joint Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry (PAJCCI) 
have discussed collaborating and 
working jointly for promoting the 
Pakistan-Afghanistan bilateral 
trade and economic relations that 
would bring prosperity for both 
countries. 
These views were exchanged dur-
ing a meeting of Ms. Faiza, Sec-
retary General, Pakistan-Afghani-
stan Joint Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry, Pakistan Chapter with 
Muhammad Shakeel Munir, Presi-
dent, Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry during her visit 
to ICCI. Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh 
Senior Vice President, Baser 
Daud former President ICCI, Sab-
oor Malik PAJCCI Pakistan Direc-
tor and others were also present 
at the occasion.
Speaking at the occasion, Muham-
mad Shakeel Munir, President, 
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry said that according 
to some estimates, Pakistan and 
Afghanistan have the potential to 
increase bilateral trade up to US 

$8 billion to $10 billion annually 
and emphasized that both coun-
tries should facilitate the private 
sectors to capitalize on this vast 
potential. 
He stressed that all hurdles in the 
way of smooth flow of trade should 
be removed by either side with 
mutual consultations. He further 

said that the number of scanners 
at the Torkham border should be 
increased to expedite the goods 
handling.
ICCI President said that Paki-
stan could export a wide range of 
products to Afghanistan including 
marble & granites, steel, cement, 
bricks, food products, pharmaceu-

ticals, electrical goods, clothes, 
fruits and many other items while 
it could import fresh and dry fruits 
from Afghanistan.  
He said that Pakistan provided 
shortest and cheapest connectivi-
ty to Afghanistan with the rest of 
the world while Afghanistan pro-
vided easy access to Pakistan for 

Central Asian markets, therefore, 
close mutual cooperation would 
be very beneficial for both coun-
tries. 
He assured that ICCI was ready 
to work closely with PAJCCI 
for increasing bilateral trade 
volume between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan.
Ms. Faiza, Secretary General, Pa-
kistan-Afghanistan Joint Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry shared 
the vision of President PAJCCI 
with the President ICCI for im-
proving Pak-Afghan bilateral trade. 
She said that promoting trade, in-
vestment and JVs between Paki-
stan and Afghanistan was the key 
focus of PAJCCI and cooperation 
of ICCI was important to achieve 
these goals. 
She said that Afghanistan needed 
to improve and upgrade its trade 
& industrial infrastructure and 
Pakistani investors should explore 
opportunities of investment and 
JVs in Afghanistan. 
She assured that PAJCCI would ex-
tend them all possible cooperation 
in such pursuits. Both sides also 
discussed many options to expand 
and deepen trade and economic 
relations between the two coun-
tries for achieving mutually bene-
ficial results. 

Lok Virsa 
museum 

attracts large 
number of 

visitors
ISLAMABAD: National In-
stitute of Folk and Tradition-
al Heritage –Lok Virsa Her-
itage Museum is attracting 
a large number of visitors 
particularly students of var-
ious educational institutions 
from across the country. 
Executive Director Lok Vir-
sa Talha Ali told APP that 
the museum is up-graded 
and renovated which was 
presenting history and liv-
ing traditions of people of 
the country both from the 
main stream and remotest 
regions. 
Talha Ali said that main 
objective of the museum is 
to educate and edify pres-
ent and future generations, 
adding that most museum 
in the country were archae-
ological which were a throw-
back from colonial times. 
The Executive Director said 
that the Heritage Museum 
is the first state museum 
of ethnology in the country 
which presents the history 
and living traditions of the 
people. According to Lok 
Virsa, the museum has a 
covered area of 60,000 sq. 
ft. featuring exhibit halls, 
making it the largest muse-
um in the country. 
The entry fees for the lo-
cal adults are Rs. 50, stu-
dents Rs. 20 and foreigners 
Rs.800. While entry is free 
for children under seven 
years of age. The museum 
remain open from Tuesday 
to Sunday 10 am to 7 pm On 
Friday, 10 am to 7 pm with 
12:30 pm to 2 pm break. 
While on Monday the muse-
um remained closed. – APP

Govt notifies 
transfer, 

posting of 
officers

ISLAMABAD: The federal 
government notified trans-
fer and posting of high 
rank officers on Thursday. 
According to a notifica-
tion issued by Establish-
ment Division,Muhammad 
Shahzad Aslam Siddiqui, 
a BS-20 Officer of Police 
Service of Pakistan, pres-
ently posted as Officer 
on Special Duty (OSD) in 
Establishment Division, 
is transferred and his ser-
vices are placed at the 
disposal of Government of 
Balochistan, with immedi-
ate effect and until further 
orders. 
While, Kifayat-Ullah, a BS-
18 officer of Police Ser-
vice of Pakistan, presently 
serving under Government 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
shall retire from Govern-
ment Service on 31-12-
2021, on attaining the age 
of superannuation. – APP
 

Sadaqat 
Abbasi 

criticizes 
opposition

ISLAMABAD,: Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
MNA Sadaqat Ali Abbasi 
Thursday criticized op-
position parties for its 
irresponsible behaviour 
against mini-budget and 
assured that it would not 
only give relief to the peo-
ple but fulfill the aspira-
tions of poor segment of 
the society. 
Talking to a private news 
channel, he said the con-
spiracy to derail democrat-
ic system would fail mis-
erably as economic team 
would present a ‘pro-poor 
and relief-oriented’ mi-
ni-budget.
Self interest opposition 
parties trying to unite 
again were just following 
their personal agendas to 
save their political future, 
he said, adding, the oppo-
sition should come up with 
an alternative to the “mi-
ni-budget” instead of doing 
negative politics.
Opposition was undermin-
ing national interest and 
criticizing mini-budget to 
hide their embarrassment 
after failing at every front, 
he said, adding, the gov-
ernment would take all 
allied political partners on 
board before presenting 
the mini-budget.
Replying a question, he 
stressed for ‘structural 
economic reforms’ and 
said the government has 
the full capabilities to pull 
the country out of the cur-
rent economic crisis under 
the dynamic leadership of 
Prime Minister.
The government was suc-
cessfully implementing its 
agenda of economic stabili-
ty, besides making sincere 
efforts to bring a balance 
in the country’s exports, 
he claimed. – APP
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Capital gears up for week-
long New Year festivities

ISLAMABAD: The capital will be il-
luminated with more than week-long 
fun-filled family events, arranged by 
various public and private organiza-
tions to bid farewell to the outgoing 
and welcome the upcoming year. 
Metropolitan Corporation Islamabad 
(MCI), Capital Development Author-
ity (CDA), Islamabad Capital Territo-
ry (ICT) Administration, Islamabad 
Cycling Association and Islamabad 
Running Club (IRC) have joined 
hands to host a 10 km run organized 
by Directorate of Sports, Culture & 
Culture CDA/MCI on 1st January, 
2022 to start off the new year with 
this exciting event. Participants can 
register themselves online or on 
the spot at any time between 9.30 
am and 10:40 am while the race will 
commence from 11 am at D-chowk. 
MCI will be handing out the prize 
money to the winners and medals to 
the 80 finishers at the end.
Maxmart supermarket, a relative-
ly new addition in the e-commerce 
and retail industry, has planned a 
special free-to-enter grand anniver-
sary event on December 31st at its 

Islamabad branch, which will include 
a wide range of activities for both 
kids and adults such as inflatables, 
games, face painting & nail art, as-
sorted food stalls. The recently es-
tablished cash and carry will be of-
fering a massive 20-30% discount on 
its products and conducting a lucky 
draw on the same day. The New Year 
celebrations will kick start at 2 pm 
and conclude at 10 pm. 
Sadhu’s Retreat and the Fossils 
Restaurant, located near D-12, has 
arranged a reserve-to-attend New 
Year’s Family Party from 3:30 pm to 
11:45 pm. The Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs) compliant event 
will start with optional and compli-
mentary trek to Ban Faqiran Stupa 
and ending with release of sky lan-
terns to welcome and wish prosper-
ous New Year for the humans com-
bating new Covid variant Omicron. 
BlueArc, a Design and Construction 
Company, is scheduled to hold its cel-
ebrations at Mini Golf Club, Bahria 
Town from 8 pm to 11:45 pm. The 
Family Gala will include a celebration 
dinner besides Qawwali and bonfire. 

Families will also be entertained with 
funfair, fire and magic show, to attract 
and amuse large gatherings.
Property Naama Consultants, a real 
estate advisory and marketing agen-
cy, has arranged its festivities at the 
scenic Park View City that include a 
firework and a holographic show that 
will start off at 6 pm on December 31 
and conclude at midnight. 
House of ERIST, a company that 
provides a multitude of services 
ranging from IT and real estate to 
event management and tourism, in 
extended celebrations will conduct 
an Islamabad Family Festival from 
7th to 9th January 2022 . This fes-
tival will be open for participation 
from 11 am to 10 pm on all days and 
will feature performances of well-
known artists Asim Azhar, Bilal 
Saeed and Yashal Shahid besides a 
variety of food and shopping stalls.
Islamabad Police and Islamabad 
Traffic Police have mapped out ex-
tensive security arrangements and 
monitoring strategies for peaceful 
and smooth execution of new year 
festivities. – APP

IIUI committee agrees 
to introduce quality food 

& campus life set-ups
ISLAMABAD: The meeting of the Supervisory commit-
tee of International Islamic University (IIU) on canteens, 
shops and commercial setups was held here at the new 
campus of the university on Thursday under the chairman-
ship of Prof. Dr. N.B. Jumani, Vice President Administra-
tion and Finance (A&F).
The committee, in the light of the vision and directions 
of  worthy IIU President took various decisions to ensure 
best living and food facilities across the campus that in-
cluded a revamped, hygienic and controlled price with 
availability of quality products and services based set-ups 
of canteens, barber shops, photostat shops and general 
stores. It was agreed in the meeting that tenders after ap-
proval of the competent authority shall be floated soon 
to bring in quality service provider parties that shall be 
monitored by the committee as per approved indicators.
The committee decided that in the first phase set ups of 
the maximum subsidized price and quality products shall 
be introduced, while better food and sitting set ups with 
improved ambiance shall also be ensured on the campus. 
It was also agreed that in the next stage, international 
chains and their setups will be introduced at the campus.
On the occasion, Dr. N.B. Jumani appreciated the hard 
work and dedicated efforts of the committee to introduce 
quality set ups with subsidized rates for the IIUI campus-
es. He also directed that the guidelines of the government 
to discourage the substandard food items must also be 
followed. The chair hailed that the committee through its 
monitoring mechanism was already examining such indi-
cators for ensuring a healthy campus. – DNA

Four Pak artists 
to feature in 

Salahuddin series
ISLAMABAD: Four well-
known Pakistani artists were 
chosen to feature in upcom-
ing Pak-Turk joint drama 
series Salahuddin Ayubi, fo-
cusing on the life of the great 
Muslim leader better known 
in the West as Saladin. 
Pakistani Film and Drama 
Industry’s reputable artists, 
Ushna Shah, Adnan Jilani, 
Farhan Agha, and Ayesha 
Omar, were chosen in the 
first round of  auditions that 
were held in Lahore and 
Karachi. Over 6,000 profes-
sional and budding actors 
and actresses had applied 
for the tryouts, but only 62 
were short-listed for the Is-
lamic warrior series, to be 
screened in Pakistan and Tur-
key simultaneously.

Renowned Pakistani actor 
Adnan Siddiqui who has been 
selected as executive pro-
ducer along with Humayun 
Saeed, Dr Kashif and Dr Ju-
naid Ali Shah in an interview 
with BBC Asian Network said 
“I am excited, I can feel it in 
my bones that this particular 
series will do wonders for 
Pakistanis. It will be opening 
doors for Pakistani actors in 
the international market and 
the only way we can pene-
trate in the international mar-
ket is through Turkey” Turk-
ish producer Emre Konuk, 
owner of Akli Film in a tweet 
said, a contract has been 
reached between Akli Films 
and Ansari & Shah Films 
regarding  the upcoming Pak-
Turk joint series” . – APP

ISLAMABAD: Girls are taking interest on paintings during exhibition at NIFTH Art Gallery 
of Lok Versa in federal capital. – DNA



T HE security situation in Afghan-
istan has deteriorated since the 
United States and its European 

allies decided to withdraw from a two 
decades-long mission in the country. 
The US presence was viewed by Chi-
na as a geopolitical threat, as was the 
Soviet military presence in the 1980s. 
China hasconcerns on a number of 
issues. Its ongoing concern, the last 
time the Taliban was in power, is that 
Afghanistan could become a safe haven 
for militant groups that could poten-
tially target China. China’s economic 
and political interests in the region as 
a whole have grown significantly since 
the BRI project.
Many scholars see China as an op-
portunity to increase its influence 
in the region after the talks between 
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
and Taliban leaders.  The Chinese 
government has long sought to 
strike deals with the Taliban, focus-
ing mainly on relations with Uyghur 
groups. The recent meeting between 
Mullah Baradar and Wang Yi in Tian-
jin was extremely popular; the two 
sides have been in talks for decades. 
However, Beijing is pragmatic about 
the realities of power in Afghanistan; 
it has always been uncomfortable with 
the Taliban’s ideological agenda. Chi-
na wants to see them compromise 
with the other political forces in the 
country, not revive them after a mili-
tary victory. The Chinese government 
fears the implications of its success in 
Afghanistan for militancy in the face of 
the threat, including the Pakistani Tali-
ban that may challenge to CPEC.
Beijing is also concerned about the 
threats of confusion in Afghanistan, 
which is seen as a strategic trap that 
has undermined other major powers 
heavily involved. So, as it watches 
what is happening now, there is a need 
to play a more active political role to 
deal with the consequences of United 

States and NATO’s withdrawal, Beijing 
feels a lot of fear about it.
For China, There are certainly consid-
erable trade and economic interests 
in Afghanistan. Major investment pro-
ject such as the Aynak copper mine 
and the Amu Darya energy project, 
which are stalled for years. There has 
been a lot of talk about Afghanistan’s 
participation in the Belt and Road 
Initiative, including China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor ties, but Beijing 
believes stability in Afghanistan must 
be proceed for serious economic com-
mitments. Beijing has also chosen not 
to build cross-border infrastructure 
via the Wakhan Corridor, despite re-
quests from the Afghan government. 
If Afghanistan has a security and po-
litical environment, China will cer-
tainly play an important investment 
role - but it will be very cautious.
At present, Beijing is very concerned 
about the recent attacks on Chinese na-
tionals working on projects in Pakistan. 
Therefore, to think about new project in 
Afghanistan, may be dangerous.
Taliban’s direct contacts with Xinjiang 
are minimal. Virtually all attacks in Chi-
na are entirely local and unrelated to 
international terrorist networks. The 
border is closed and there is no fear of 
a literal spread from neighboring Bada-
khshan.Potential cross-border issues 
focus on Central Asia and Pakistan not 
with China, which is one of the main 
reasons, Chinese security presence on 
the Tajik border with Afghanistan. In 
the long run, Chinese concerns about 
the Islamic Movement in East Turke-
stan are mismatched with the threat 
shown by any Uyghurs trapped in a 
militant network in the region
The civil war in Syria has seen the Turk-
estan Islamic Party emerge as a more 
capable actor than its predecessors 
and has a presence in Afghanistan. Chi-
na is also concerned about the return 
of fighters from northern Syria. Since 
the late 2000s, China has also been the 
target of various other militant and ter-
rorist groups in Xinjiang and partly to 
Pakistan. The Taliban whatever prom-
ises they make to the Chinese govern-
ment and are ready to turn a blind eye 
to the situation in Xinjiang but the envi-
ronment have created in which many of 
these groups are likely to thrive. 
While it is incomprehensible to expect 
attacks on Chinese soil, but it is also 
clear that threats against soft Chinese 
targets in the region have increased..
The Afghanistan situation brings back a 
massive influx of refugees in Europe, and 
all that are political. Afghans are already 
appearing in large numbers in Turkey as 
they flee violence and the consequences 
of the Taliban takeover. Unsurprisingly, 
many European states have seen more 
gradual and circumstantial US evacua-
tions than the current scenario. 
Afghanistan is a wonderful country 
where the interests of China, Europe-
ans and Americans are relatively inter-
twined. Beijing wants to see it as a sta-
ble political settlement and has been 
instrumental in reconciliation talks on 
various issues. 
China’s close ally in the region, Paki-
stan, has been the main host and sup-
port for the Taliban, providing them 
with an additional avenue of influence, 
whether it is always ready to use it ef-
fectively or can in In the coming years, 
however, Beijing will focus on securing 
its bilateral interests in Afghanistan 
and use its diplomatic energy in the 
region to deal with current events par-
ticularly withdrawal of United States 
from Afghanistan. 
There will certainly be opportunities 
for European states to trade with 
China on Afghanistan. It is expected 
that Beijing will place such a priority 
on such active cooperation with Eu-
rope at this time.
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False promises Pneumonia Virus

“N EW Delhi has put up Jammu and Kashmir on 
sale.” This is the perspective of many Kashmiris 
as India keeps taking more and more steps in-

tended on overstepping on the sovereignty and rights of 
Indian Illegally-Occupied Kashmir (IIOK).
The All Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC), an alliance of 
26 political, social and religious organisations, has said that 
it has “strongly appealed to the international community to 
take cognisance of the systemic demographic change being 
foisted upon Muslim majority Jammu & Kashmir”.
This particular outrage has been in response to the Indian 
government enacting a series of new laws in October allow-
ing any of its nationals to buy land in IIOK.
The change in land laws was at first defended from interna-
tional criticism through the justification that this was only for 
farmers and to allow agricultural use of the land. However, last 
week, just one week before the start of the new year, the IIOK 
administration, headed by Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha, 
changed the land use laws and allowed re-classifying agricultur-
al land for non-agricultural purposes.
Despite the false justifications and excuses that the In-
dian government feeds the world in order to evade ac-
countability for violating international law, it is clear that 
a demographic policy is in place, and the Indian state has 
no intention to honour any international agreement or 
settlement it has signed with respect to IIOK. The Indian 
government has shown that it cannot be trusted at all.
Just the fact that the government amended these land laws on 
October 27—which is observed as the Kashmir Black Day to 
mark protest and resentment by Kashmiris around the world—
is evidence of the Indian state’s bad faith and lack of concern 
for the well-being of the residents of IIOK.
Manoj Sinha’s breaking of his promise, that the land would only 
be used for agricultural purposes, shows that slowly but sure-
ly, with the use of false assurances, the Indian government in-
tends to put up IIOK’s land for sale specifically for the purpose 
of ethnic cleansing and displacement.

T HE provincial health department of Sindh recorded 
the deaths of 7462 children owing to the deadly pneu-
monia virus. More than 27,136 children have been 

severely affected by the illness as well. These are alarming 
figures and it is concerning that such an epidemic has been 
gone unaddressed by the government for this long. One must 
question why a campaign has not been launched and why the 
lives of thousands of children were neglected.
Pneumonia is a virus that is easily preventable just as it is treat-
able, provided that the appropriate resources have been given 
to the public. For 90,000 children to die every single year from 
the disease is then preposterous, especially when 60 percent of 
the deaths are concentrated in rural areas. It signals to the fact 
that there is an extreme gap in the healthcare sector which has 
failed to tackle this underlying menace in the country.
The provision of competent medical services across the coun-
try should be a priority for the government given how concern-
ing the matter is becoming. The mass availability of diagnostic 
facilities and treatment centres will ensure that no region is 
deprived of medical attention and that cases are dealt with im-
mediately so that the lives of the children can be fought for.
At the same time, it is also especially pertinent to take pre-
ventative measures that nip the problem in the bud. Had 
these children been vaccinated against pneumonia, they 
would have been immunised and the probability of survival 
even in the case that they had contracted it would have been 
much higher. The Expanded Programme of Immunisation 
(EPI) must embark upon a new drive that is as effective as 
its polio counterpart which involved the dispatch of 290,000 
healthcare workers who went door-to-door to vaccinate 40 
million children against the virus.
This shows that it is not beyond our capabilities to resolve the 
spread of pneumonia in the country but entails that as long 
as the matter is taken seriously, progress can ensue. Thus, all 
concerned authorities must act out of concern for countless 
other children who are extremely vulnerable to transmission 
and have little means to seek treatment on their own.

2021: The year of failed 
political leadership

Pakistan has no plans to  
establish ties with Armenia

China and contemporary 
Taliban Regime
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Afghanistan is a 
wonderful country 
where the interests 
of China, Europeans 
and Americans are 

relatively intertwined. 
Beijing wants to see 
it as a stable political 
settlement and has 

been instrumental in 
reconciliation talks 
on various issues. 

China’s close ally in 
the region, Pakistan, 
has been the main 

host and support for 
the Taliban, providing 

them with an 
additional avenue of 
influence, whether it 
is always ready to use 
it effectively or can in 
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2 021 was the year of political leadership, or 
more importantly, lack of it, and an invita-
tion to reflect on the social consequences 

of leadership failures. I think for many of us, it 
was the year that felt like when time slows down 
while you are witnessing an accident happen – 
two seconds that feel like two minutes – or in 
this case, twelve months that feel like a decade 
of closings, openings, lockdowns, mandates, 
curfews, hoarding and devastation.
In this year, in which millions of people lost 
everything, we are reminded that the purpose 
of leadership goes beyond telling people what to 
do. We are prompted to consider – in the spirit 
of recently departed philosopher bell hooks – 
how governance that has no love for the people 
it oversees is vulnerable to tyranny and failure.
Since the end of World War II, the dominant think-
ing in political science was that we were all stuck 
in a battle for ideas, that ideology was the most 
important thing to debate and that everything 
would flow from that. Communism versus capital-
ism was the thing, never mind the violence that 
proponents of both ideologies inflicted all around 
the world in the name of ideology.
Capitalist governments assassinated communist 
leaders in poor countries and funded shadow 
wars while ignoring the leadership vacuums 
they created, while communist governments 
sponsored never-ending conflicts while discount-
ing their human cost. From the so-called Third 
World, we watched as each side went to exact-
ly the same extreme as the other, often in our 
countries, but tried to reassure us that when 
they enacted violence on us, it was out of love 
and when the other side did it, it was out of greed 

and hatred. There was only limited engagement 
with the moral claims that the various leaders 
made: what mattered was that they sang from the 
correct ideological hymnbook.
2021 has reminded us that governance guided 
only by ideology without any concern for moral 
outcomes is a dangerous and deadly trap. Around 
the world, countries of various political persua-
sion are making a mockery of the claim that ide-
ology can be an accurate predictor of how a coun-
try will perform in the middle of a crisis.
The main challenge is of course the COVID-19 
pandemic, crashing into its third year and caus-
ing unprecedented upheaval and devastation. At 
the time of writing there were 280 million cases 
reported worldwide and up to 5.4 million deaths 
– i.e. the equivalent of a country the size of Slo-
vakia being wiped out.
With the Omicron variant, countries like France 
and the United States are reporting their highest 
number of cases since the beginning of the pan-
demic, despite having vaccines in abundance. At 
the same time, there is a real anxiety in countries 
that have been denied access to vaccines through 
the complicity of the world’s wealthiest nations 
that this is the wave that will break through their 
meagre defences and the cycle of lockdowns and 
travel bans they have been depending on.
But it is not just COVID-19 that has revealed the 
paucity of moral leadership in the world. The 
global refugee and migrant crisis continues, with 
an increasing number of people on the move all 
over the world because of conflict, economic col-
lapse and climate change.
The return of the Taliban in Afghanistan left hun-
dreds of thousands of Afghans scrambling for an 
exit, the vast majority ending up in neighbouring 
countries like Pakistan and Iran without a plan 
except to avoid the reprisals that have since been 
enacted against those considered to have collab-
orated with the US occupation. In Myanmar, mi-
norities persecuted by the junta are arriving in 
Bangladesh and Thailand by the hundreds, while 
the slow collapse of several Central American na-
tions into political uncertainty and gang violence 
continues to send caravans towards the US-Mex-
ico border. The Mediterranean Sea remains a 
watery grave for thousands of people denied safe 
routes to asylum or migration while the English 
Channel and the Belarussian-Polish border have 
turned into new fronts where European coun-
tries can play politics with the lives of vulnerable 
people. Uighur people are still languishing in de-
tention camps in China and the war in Yemen rag-
es on, driven by Gulf countries and fought with 
weapons manufactured in the West.
2021 was also the year that the climate crisis 
hinted at the scale of devastation that is knock-
ing at our doors. Flood waters rushed through 
and destroyed towns and cities in countries as 
far apart as Germany, the Philippines, Australia, 
Indonesia and Brazil. Unprecedented rainfall all 
over the world surged rivers that had quietly run 

their course for hundreds of years and they sud-
denly burst their banks.
In 2021, temperatures in the Arctic peaked, while 
scientists warned that Antarctica’s Doomsday 
Glacier threatens to collapse in the next three 
years and could raise sea levels by more than half 
a metre (about 20 inches), damning coastal cit-
ies like New York, Mumbai, and Mombasa. And 
yet, the UN Climate Conference held in Glasgow 
culminated in a mealy-mouthed statement and a 
heartbroken conference chair softly weeping at 
the podium as a result of the failure.
2021 is an invitation to reconsider ideology as 
the be all and end all for measuring how govern-
ments perform, inviting us instead to judge them 
by what they do and not just what they say. The 
capitalism of the United States has failed to de-
liver a meaningful response to the COVID-19 pan-
demic; it has secured a glut of vaccines but failed 
in establishing a functioning COVID-19 testing 
system or retaining medical staff, as doctors and 
nurses leave the profession for lack of support.
Meanwhile tiny communist Cuba has developed 
its own vaccine, fully inoculated 85 percent of its 
population and kept a low mortality rate of 0.9 
percent compared to the US’s 1.6 percent.
Canada, often vaunted as an example of democra-
cy and progress has been one of the worst offend-
ers in regards to hoarding vaccines and taking 
discriminatory political action, including racist 
bans against Southern African countries for flag-
ging the emergence of the new strain.
Russia is spoiling for a war in Ukraine even while 
the COVID-19 death rate in the country hovers at 
around 2.9 percent.
By contrast, the leadership of Prime Minister Ja-
cinda Adern in New Zealand continues to set a 
new global standard for what governance beyond 
rhetoric and ideological competition should look 
like – providing for people, maintaining open 
lines of communication between government and 
the governed, responding swiftly to emerging 
challenges. All of these contradictions and more 
are an invitation to think beyond ideology as a 
simplistic frame of reference. 2021 has remind-
ed us that there is an emptiness behind the sim-
plistic “us-versus-them” narratives that currently 
dominate political thinking and practice. 
These are approaches to politics that are cen-
tred on competition rather than cooperation, 
and jingoistic nationalism that privileges the 
political survival of the few over the collective 
well-being of the many. In the spirit of bell hooks, 
whose untimely death has robbed the world of 
a scholar who created a framework of thinking 
about politics and society rooted in values like 
love, 2021 was the year that a tiny virus invited 
us to remember why we enter society in the first 
place – to make sure that we are all better off and 
not to pursue empty ideological triumphs at the 
expense of others. Political leaders should take 
heed if 2022 is to be any better.

– Courtesy: Al Jazeera

O N December 21, 2021 in an interview 
Armenian president Sarkissian stated 
that “Pakistan is not a country we can 

ignore….” He added “I’m trying to build them, 
because I don’t come from the concept that if 
somebody supports my competitor or the en-
emy I shouldn’t talk to him.”Pakistan cannot 
recognize Armenia for its disrespect for interna-
tional law, continued occupation of Azerbaijan’s 
Karabakh for decades, loitering destruction and 
landmines in occupied territories. Differences 
between two distinct nations are unbridgeable.
Pakistan raised voice against Yerevan’s illegal 
occupation of Karabakh at international forums 
and during 44 Days’ Patriotic War. Economic, 
diplomatic, cultural and defence relations be-
tween the two governments and people-to-peo-
ple contactsare closer than before.Pakistan 
Government source reacting to Sarkissian 
statement was quoted by Islamabad based news-
paper stating that “Pakistan considers Armenia 
as an aggressor who illegally occupied Azer-
baijani territories for decades. It was after 44 
days Patriotic War that Azerbaijan liberated its 
territories from Armenian occupation.” Like-
wise, Azerbaijan supports Pakistan’s diplomatic 
efforts in the United Nations (UN) andin Organ-
ization of Islamic Countries (OIC). 
It is worthy to note that Azerbaijan is one of the 

five membersof OIC Contact Group on Jammu 
and Kashmir. Group includes Azerbaijan, Niger, 
Turkey, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. 
Contrarily, Armenian disdained Prime Minister 
Pashinyan during interviews to international 
media categorically asserted that, “in Kashmir 
issue we fully defend the Indian position and it 
is our firm position.”In November, 2016 Armenia 
vetoed Pakistan request to join Collective Secu-
rity Treaty Organization (CSTO) in response to 
Pakistan’s support for Azerbaijan on Karabakh 
issue. Armenia’s representative to UN General 
Assembly always voted against Pakistan on Kash-
mir issue. Abovementioned facts are additional 
reasons for Pakistan to avoid establishing diplo-
matic ties with a hostile state.
Sarkissian recent interview in Arab News was 
the part of deliberately orchestrated effort to 
create confusion, various versions and rumors in 
Azerbaijan-Pakistani society.Clandestine agenda 
can neither divide public opinion nor spoil Azer-
baijan-Pakistan brotherly relations.

 – Dr. Ashfaq Ahmed is Assistant 
Professor Department of Politics 

& International Relations (DPIR), 
University of Sargodha Pakistan
– Saima Kausar, M.Phil Scholar 

Department of International Relations 
Iqra University Islamabad, Pakistan
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categorically asserted...

Capitalist governments 
assassinated communist 
leaders in poor countries 

and funded shadow 
wars while ignoring the 

leadership vacuums they 
created, while communist 
governments sponsored 
never-ending conflicts 
while discounting their 
human cost. From the 
so-called Third World, 

we watched as each side 
went to exactly the same 
extreme as the other...
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CHINA: Bright yellow turbines line the 
slopes of the Beijing Winter Olympics, 
spraying out the artificial snow needed for 
the Games to take place. Man-made snow 
has been used to varying degrees since the 
1980 Winter Olympics in Lake Placid, New 
York. But February’s Beijing Games will 
depend almost entirely on artificial snow 
because they are happening in one of the 
driest parts of China. With just five weeks 
until the Games begin, organisers are rac-
ing to coat the pistes in high-quality snow 
-- a vast and complex task that critics say is 
environmentally unsustainable.
The venues use automated snow-making 
systems that monitor air temperature and 
humidity to maximise production. Fed by lo-
cal reservoirs, about 300 turbines -- known 
as “snow guns” -- mix water with com-
pressed air before propelling the droplets 
into the air to form snow.
Workers then use truck-like vehicles called 
“snowcats” to spread the snow onto the 
pistes and sculpt jumps and turns. Venues 
must ensure the snow meets precise stand-
ards of depth, hardness and consistency. 

“The biggest challenge for us is maintaining 
uniform snow quality,” said Li Xin, deputy 
chief of mountain operations at the National 
Alpine Skiing Centre in Yanqing, about 80 
kilometres (50 miles) from Beijing.
Variations in the snow-making process 
“can cause snow quality to be too hard 
in some places and too soft in others, 

which could be dangerous for the ath-
letes”, he told a press event at the site. 
The stark white patches stand out vivid-
ly against Yanqing’s brown mountains, 
which see minimal natural snowfall. An 
International Olympic Committee eval-
uation report said that Zhangjiakou and 
Yanqing -- the Games zones hosting al-

pine skiing and snowboarding, among 
other outdoor events -- “would rely com-
pletely on artificial snow”.
A 2020 study in science publication Na-
ture warned that groundwater depletion in 
northern China was a “critical issue” and 
among the highest globally, due to intensive 
agricultural irrigation, rapid urbanisation, 
and a dry climate. This has meant water 
shortages for millions of Beijing residents 
and the water supply is likely to worsen in 
the future, researchers said. Organisers at 
the Winter Olympics say the snow-makers 
are powered by renewable energy and will 
not damage mountain ecosystems, while 
the water they use will return to local res-
ervoirs as the snow melts in spring. The 
equipment’s automated systems reduce the 
kind of human error that can lead to wast-
age, said Florian Hajzeri, the China general 
manager for TechnoAlpin, the Italian com-
pany that supplies the machines.
With resorts worldwide turning to artificial 
snow to operate smoothly through the win-
ter, “no matter which Olympics, there will 
always be snow-making systems for all of 
the venues”, he told AFP. But experts say 
the reliance on man-made snow undermines 
Beijing’s pledge to hold a “green” Games.

‘Snow guns’ in Beijing Olympics raise concerns
The venues use automated snow-making systems that monitor air temperature and humidity 
to maximise production. Fed by local reservoirs, about 300 turbines -- known as “snow guns” 

-- mix water with compressed air before propelling the droplets into the air to form snow

Briefs
Omicron 

surge: 
WHO warns 

of Covid 
‘tsunami’
From Page 01

“It’s like we’re back in like 
the first stage of Covid. It’s 
absolutely crazy.” Millions 
around the world will again 
welcome a new year in the 
shadow of the pandemic, 
which is known to have killed 
more than 5.4m people so far, 
with festivities dampened or 
cancelled in many countries.
Greece on Wednesday 
banned music in bars and 
restaurants to try and lim-
it New Year’s Eve parties, 
with public events already 
cancelled. The mayor of 
Mexico’s capital has can-
celled the city’s massive 
New Year’s Eve celebrations 
after a spike in cases.

PPP’s 
Shagufta... 

From Page 01
legislators to stop the pro-
ceedings of the Lower House. 
During the verbal clash, the 
PPP leader lapped PTI’s 
Ghazala Saifi. Later, talking 
to newsmen, Ghazala accused 
Shagufta of attacking her and 
claimed her hand might have 
got fractured. She alleged that 
Shafugta used foul language 
against her and also assault-
ed her. She said the member 
should not resort to street 
fights in the assembly.
Terming Shagufta as an illit-
erate person and alleged that 
PPP MNA had accumulated 
wealth after electing to as-
sembly. Later, she left for the 
check up of her hand. 

Lay man 
to bear...
From Page 01

which Rs 272 billion taxes 
were refundable or adjust-
able, while the rest Rs 71 
billion tax exemptions were 
about luxury items. “We are 
not putting extra burden on 
common man as only Rs2 
billion tax exemptions have 
been proposed on the items 
that can be related to the 
common man which would 
have a very negligible impact 
on inflation,” he said while 
addressing a press confer-
ence here after presenting 
the supplementary finance 
bill in the parliament.

End 
‘negative’...

From Page 01
after having urged world 
powers last year to take a 
“firm stance” against Teh-
ran. Salman, addressing 
the Shura council, the top 
government advisory body, 
virtually for a second year 
in a row, spoke for less 
than four minutes. He read 
slowly from a white piece 
of paper, pausing at times, 
in a speech broadcast three 
hours after its initial sched-
uled time. The official Saudi 
Press Agency later released 
the king’s full statement.
“We hope (Iran) changes 
its policy and negative be-
haviour in the region, and 
it heads towards dialogue 
and cooperation,” he said, 
according to the statement.

Iran 
launches... 

From Page 01
It was unclear whether any 
of the objects entered orbit 
around the Earth. Previ-
ous launches have drawn 
rebukes from the United 
States, which unilaterally 
withdrew from the nuclear 
deal in May 2018 and reim-
posed sanctions against Iran.
Defence ministry spokesman 
Ahmad Hosseini said the Si-
morgh satellite carrier rock-
et, whose name translates as 
“Phoenix”, had launched the 
devices at an altitude of 470 
kilometres (290 miles). He 
did not give further details.

Fled Kabul 
to prevent...

From Page 01
Mr Ghani explained. “And 
the possibility of a massive 
conflict between them that 
would destroy the city of five 
million and bring havoc to 
the people was enormous.” 
He agreed to let a number of 
those close to him leave Ka-
bul - including his wife, who 
he said did so very reluctant-
ly. His national security advi-
sor also left, and Mr Ghani 
waited for a car to take him 
to the ministry of defence.

‘Mini-budget’ 
tabled in NA 
amid ruckus

From Page 01
Tarin also moved a resolu-
tion to “extend the Tax Laws 
(Third Amendment) Ordi-
nance, 2021  [...] for a further 
period of one hundred and 
twenty days w.e.f. 12-01-2022, 
under proviso to sub-para-
graph (i) of paragraph (a) of 
clause (2) of Article 89 of the 
Constitution of the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan. In addi-
tion, he moved another reso-
lution “to extend the Feder-
al Government Properties 
Management Authority Ordi-
nance, 2021 [...] for a further 
period of one hundred and 
twenty days w.e.f. 15-12-2021, 
under proviso to sub-para-
graph (ii) of paragraph (a) of 
clause (2) of Article 89 of the 
Constitution of the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan”.
In all, eight resolutions were 
moved to extend various or-
dinances. It is pertinent to 
mention, that supplemen-
tary finance bill will not be 
sent to the standing com-
mittee. The House adopted 
different resolutions extend-
ing various Ordinances for a 
period of 120 days.
These Ordinances include; 
“the Federal Government 
Properties Management 
Authority Ordinance, 2021”, 
“the Elections (Third Amend-
ment) Ordinance, 2021”, “the 
Public Properties (Removal 
of Encroachment) Ordi-
nance, 2021”,   “the Pakistan 
Council of Research in Water 
Resources (Amendment) Or-
dinance, 2021”, “the Pakistan 
Food Security Flow and Infor-
mation Ordinance, 2021” and 
“the Tax Laws (Third Amend-
ment) Ordinance, 2021”.
The House adopted the 
resolutions with a majority 
vote amid uproar from the 
opposition benches. The 
supplementary finance bill, 
termed by the Opposition as 
a “mini-budget”, is a pre-req-
uisite to resume the $6 bil-
lion External Fund Facility 
(EFF) of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF).
According to the finance 
ministry’s proposal, the 
government will tax approx-
imately 150 goods at a rate 
of 17%. Therefore, goods 
that were currently either 
completely exempt from 
General Sales Tax (GST) 
or being taxed at 5% to 12%  
would now be taxed at 17%.
The income tax rate on mo-
bile phone calls is expected 
to increase from 10% to 15%. 
Meanwhile, the GST rate on 
cars above 1,000cc will go 
up to 17% and the tax on the 
import of electric vehicles in 
CBU conditions will increase 
from 5% to 17%. Business to 
business transactions will go 
up from 16.9% to 17%.
Zero-rating available on 
supplies of raw materials 
for imported milk would be 
withdrawn and be taxed at 
17%. Supplies to duty-free 
shops will be taxed at 17%. 
As they will be taxed for the 
first time, there are no reve-
nue estimates.
The finance bill also propos-
es that bread prepared in 
bakeries, restaurants, food 
chains and shops be taxed at 
a 17% rate. The bill increases 
the tax collection target from 
Rs5,829 billion to Rs6,100 
billion for the remaining 
financial year. The govern-
ment has also reduced the 
budget for development pro-
grammes by Rs200 billion.
The “mini-budget” was one 
of the conditions of the IMF 
which was to be met before 
January 12, 2022, in order to 
recover more than $1 billion 
in instalments from the Fund. 
The Opposition loudly chant-
ed anti-government slogans 
throughout the session to 
protest against the bill, due 
to which when Tarin, when 
he stood up to introduce it, 
could scarcely be heard.
Syed Naveed Qamar of Paki-
stan Peoples Party objected 
that the government was 
introducing new traditions 
as government was bringing 
new ordinances after their 
expiry. Adviser to the Prime 
Minister on Parliamentary 
Affairs Babar Awan respond-
ed by saying that the gov-
ernment had introduced the 
ordinances in parliament 
prior to their expiry.
Therefore, everything would 
be according to the law 
and constitution, he said. 
Advisor on Parliamentary 
Affairs Babar Awan replied 
that everything would be ac-
cording to the law and con-
stitution. At one point in the 
session, PPP’s Shazia Marri 
objected to the strength of 
lawmakers in Parliament. At 
this, the speaker instructed 
all MNAs to stand at their 
seats for a headcount. The 
leaders of joint opposition 
held a meeting at the Par-
liament House. Speaking 
on the floor of the House, 
Former minister and Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) leader Khawaja 
Asif said that the govern-
ment was selling Pakistan’s 
economic sovereignty by 
silencing the opposition and 
the people of Pakistan.
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WAPDA “B” annexed Pakistan 
Women Basketball Tournament

Final Match was played between WAPDA-A and WAPDA-B. Both teams showed 
excellent performance in the final as both teams scored net to net points but 

WAPDA-B got one point edge just before finishing the match by 8-7
Afzal Javed 

ISLAMABAD: WAPDA “B” 
annexed the All Pakistan 
3X3 Women Basketball 
Tournament in a close en-
counter by beating WAP-
DA “A” by 8-7 organized by 
Pakistan Basketball Feder-
ation, says press release 
on Thursday.
The final Match was played 
between WAPDA A and 
WAPDA B. Both teams 
showed excellent perfor-
mance in the final as both 
teams scored net to net 
points but WAPDA B got 
one point edge just before 
finishing the match by 8-7 
to win the tournament title.
Earlier in the semi final 
round WAPDA (A) beat 
Frank Five Clubby a score 
of 11 -4. The second semi 
final was played between 
WAPDA (B) and SA Garden. 

WAPDA B defeated SA Gar-
dens by a score of 10 -7.
Prof. Dr. Asghar Zaidi Vice 
Chancellor (GCU) was the 
chief guest of closing cer-
emony while Pakistan Bas-
ketball Federation Secre-
tary General Khalid Bashir 
and other dignities were 
also present in the conclud-
ing ceremony while Yas-
irGhafoor, Naveed Ahmed, 
SaadatJehangir conducted 
the tournament as officials
Pakistan Basketball Fed-
eration Secretary Gen-
eral Khalid Bashir also 
announced the dates for 
Mahmood Butt Memorial 
All Pakistan 3X3 Men & 
Women Basketball Tour-
naments from 10th to 17th 
January 2021 to be held 
at GCU basketball courts 
Lahore. The tournament 
began on December 27 in 
which 12 teams participat-
ed in the tournament.

Bangladesh series 
becomes farewell tour 
for NZ great Taylor

WELLINGTON: The deci-
sion by New Zealand great 
Ross Taylor to end his illus-
trious Test career after the 
looming Bangladesh series 
has placed a new emphasis 
on the two matches which 
start at Mt Maunganui’s 
Bay Oval on Saturday. From 
being a chance for New Zea-
land to get their World Test 
championship campaign 
back on track after the re-
cent 1-0 loss to India, it has 
become a farewell to Taylor, 
a cricketing great who hit the winning runs when the 
Black Caps won the first World Test crown this year.
After the Tests, Taylor has a series of one-day internation-
als to play against Australia and the Netherlands before 
stepping away from international cricket.
While he is uncomfortable with the closing weeks of his ca-
reer being termed “a farewell tour”, the 110-Test veteran 
accepts that’s the way it will be. “It doesn’t sit that well with 
me but I know it needs to be done,” he said.  “I would have 
liked to have just pulled the stumps but it gives my family 
and friends and fans a chance to come and watch me for one 
last time.” It will also give him a chance to build on his 19 
Test centuries and close in on the New Zealand record of 
24 held by Kane Williamson. Bangladesh always struggle in 
New Zealand conditions and have never won there, losing 
nine from nine in five visits and unable to even scramble a 
draw in rain-disrupted Tests as they fail to make the tran-
sition from their slow-turning home wickets to the Black 
Caps’ traditional pace-friendly green tops. – Agencies

ISLAMABAD: Rehana Jaffery, a player of Rising Stars Girls Hockey Academy gets 
an award from the chief guest during an exhibition match. Rising Stars and 

Gojra played 1-1 draw in a thriller. –  DNA

Man City extend lead to 8 
points as Chelsea stumble
L O N D O N : M a n c h e s t e r 
City beat Brentford 1-0 on 
Wednesday to extend their 
lead at the top of the Pre-
mier League to an ominous 
eight points as title rivals 
Chelsea conceded a last-
gasp equaliser at home to 
Brighton. Phil Foden's first-
half goal was enough to give 
Pep Guardiola's champions 
a 10th consecutive league 
win as they took full advan-
tage of injury-hit Chelsea's 
slip-up at Stamford Bridge.
The defending champions 
now have 50 points after 20 
matches, putting them eight 
clear of second-placed Chel-
sea. Liverpool, who lost to 
Leicester on Tuesday, are a 
further point behind.
The coronavirus pandemic 
has ravaged English foot-
ball's fixture list, leaving 
some clubs needing to play 
catch-up, but 2021 will end 
with City out on their own.
Brentford threatened in the 
opening stages in west Lon-
don, but City took the lead 
in the 16th minute when 
Foden cleverly tucked in a 
pinpoint cross from Kevin 

De Bruyne. Foden and Jack 
Grealish were left out of the 
starting XI for City's wins 
over Newcastle and Leices-
ter after they were pictured 
on a night out following 
the 7-0 home victory over 
Leeds. But the England pair 
were back on the teamsheet 
on Wednesday and Foden's 
goal made it a perfect 10 out 
of 10 for City.
Despite their dominance 
of possession, the visitors 
mustered just three shots 
on target in the entire game 
and Guardiola looked edgy 
in the latter stages as his 
team attempted to see out 
the victory. They thought 
they had sealed the three 
points in the dying minutes 
when AymericLaporte rose 
to head home but his goal 
was ruled out by VAR for a 
marginal offside.
Guardiola, who hailed the 
"exceptional" Foden, re-
fused to be complacent de-
spite his side's huge lead 
at the top of the Premier 
League. "There are 54 
points to play for," he told 
the BBC. "It is not expect-

ed to have this distance 
for eight and nine, but Liv-
erpool play one game less. 
But it is 54 points.
"In December no one is 
champion. We are going 
to lose games. I see in my 
mind Arsenal, Chelsea, 
Southampton coming.... 
I cannot say more than 
congratulations to the 
team but we must focus." 
Thomas Tuchel's Chelsea, 
who kicked off 45 minutes 
before City, looked poised 
for victory after Romelu-
Lukaku headed them into a 
first-half lead but Brighton 
substitute Danny Welbeck 
struck in stoppage time for 
a 1-1 draw. Chelsea wing-
back Reece James limped 
off in the 27th minute with 
a hamstring injury, to be 
replaced by Marcos Alon-
so. The home side went 
ahead immediately when 
Lukaku shook off the at-
tentions of Neal Maupay 
after a tussle to power a 
header past goalkeeper 
Robert Sanchez from a 
Mason Mount corner.
But Graham Potter's side 

came back strongly, with 
Adam Lallana and the im-
pressive Yves Bissouma 
testing Chelsea goalkeeper 
EdouardMendy on either 
side of half-time.
It looked as though it was 
going to be a familiar sto-
ry for Brighton, who have 
struggled to score this sea-
son, but substitute Welbeck 
had other ideas, heading 
home Marc Cucurella's 
cross in the 91st minute.
Tuchel counted the cost 
of further injuries to an al-
ready stretched squad after 
James limped off and Andre-
as Christensen had to be 
substituted at half-time.
The club announced on 
Tuesday that left wing-back 
Ben Chilwell faced surgery 
on a knee injury and de-
fender Thiago Silva missed 
the Brighton game due to 
a thigh complaint. "Very 
frustrating, of course 
very disappointing be-
cause we gave everything 
and we had enough big 
chances to decide the 
match," Tuchel told Am-
azon Prime. – Agencies

Wasim looks at T20 
WC in Australia

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) Chief Selec-
tor believes the Green-shirts has to play the 2022 ICC Men's 
T20 World Cup in Australia, therefore the selection committee 
would approach the mega event according to the conditions 
and requirements there. Despite a satisfactory 2021, Wasim 
hoped that Pakistan would continue with the same momentum 
next year but said we need to be realistic because the team has 
to play T20 World Cup in Australia and the selection commit-
tee will approach the mega event according to conditions and 
requirements. “We need to keep the conditions and require-
ments in our mind and decide what’s the best possible option 
for us going into the World Cup down-under. It is not necessary 
that the same group of players who have been performing in 
friendly conditions would be able to perform there as well, so 
we will have to keep things in mind. Ideally, the same squad 
should go but if we feel the need for any changes then we’ll 
surely bring them in the squad,” he said. 
“A lot of cricket is to be played before the World Cup in Austral-
ia, so we will assess the situation but I can’t guarantee who will 
be there and who will not be,” Wasim said in an interview to 
a private news channel.  Wasim also feels that the team needs 
improvement in the spin department saying we were working 
on the area. “We are good in fast bowling and batting, with 
good performers and ample backups. One area that needs 
improvement is the spin department, we are lacking there, I 
believe that we don’t have enough quality spin options as we 
used to but we are working in this area, we have our eyes on 
performers in the domestic tournament,” Wasim said. – APP
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BAKU: Foreign Minister Jeyhun Bayram-
ov and Algeria’s newly-appointed ambas-
sador to Azerbaijan Abdelouahab Osmane 
have discussed cooperation, peace, secu-
rity and progress in the region, the min-
istry has reported.
Bayramov stated that the development 
of ties with Algeria is very important to 
Azerbaijan and emphasized the necessi-
ty of high-level interactions between the 
two countries in this respect.
He said that growing political, economic, 
humanitarian, and people-to-people rela-
tions require close collaboration between 
the two countries.
“Our countries continue to successfully 
cooperate in the UN, the Organization 
of Islamic Cooperation, the Non-Aligned 
Movement and other international plat-
forms,” Bayramov underlined.
He expressed gratitude to Algeria for 
supporting Azerbaijan’s internationally 

justified position in the former Arme-
nia-Azerbaijan conflict.

“The minister also briefed the ambassa-
dor on the current situation in the region, 

the post-conflict recovery and recon-
struction process, issues related to the 
implementation of trilateral statements, 
opportunities for normalization of rela-
tions with Armenia and unilateral steps 
taken by Azerbaijan in this direction, as 
well as Azerbaijan’s vision for the future 
development of the region in peace, secu-
rity and progress” the report added. 
Bayramov congratulated Osmane and 
wished him success in his new mission 
while receiving a copy of his credentials.
In turn, Osmane expressed delight with 
his appointment, stating that his nation 
had always supported peaceful diplomacy 
and the restoration of relations between 
Azerbaijan and Armenia.
The ambassador emphasized the neces-
sity of boosting political and economic 
connections between Azerbaijan and Al-
geria, saying he would go to great lengths 
to achieve so.
The sides also exchanged views on pros-
pects of the development of bilateral re-
lations. 

Azerbaijan, Algeria mull co-op, regional peace
Bayramov stated that the development of ties with Algeria is very important to Azerbaijan and 
emphasized the necessity of high-level interactions between the two countries in this respect

Briefs
UN Security 

Council 
condemns 

killing of 35 
civilians in 
Myanmar

Agencies

UNITED NATIONS: The 
UN Security Council has 
condemned the reported 
killing of at least 35 people, 
including four children and 
two humanitarian workers 
in Myanmar’s Kayah State 
on 25 December.
In a statement, the 15-mem-
ber Council called for 
accountability and “the 
immediate cessation of all 
violence”. Credible reports 
suggested that four children 
were killed, including two 
17-year-old boys, a teenage 
girl and a child approximate-
ly age five, whose gender 
was not mentioned. 
The two humanitarians 
worked for the non-Govern-
mental organization (NGO) 
Save the Children, which 
confirmed their deaths.  
They were killed while re-
turning to NGO’s Loikaw 
office after responding to 
humanitarian needs in a near-
by community. The Council 
members emphasized the 
importance of respecting hu-
man rights and in ensuring 
the safety of civilians.
They also underscored the 
need for “safe and unimped-
ed humanitarian access to 
all people in need, and for 
the full protection, safety 
and security of humanitari-
an and medical personnel”. 

Calls for genocide in India 
could lead to civil war: Shah

“If it comes to the crunch, we will fight back… If it comes to that, we will. 
We are defending our homes, our family, our children”

ISLAMABAD: One of the most 
highly regarded Bollywood ac-
tors Naseeruddin Shah has 
warned of civil war in Narendra 
Modi’s India if attempts for the 
Muslim genocide and ethnic 
cleansing continued.
“If it comes to the crunch, we will 
fight back… If it comes to that, 
we will. We are defending our 
homes, our family, our children,” 
the actor said in an interview with 
prominent Indian journalist Karan 
Thapar for The Wire, an Indian 
news website.
Speaking about members of the 
Dharam Sansad, who few days ago 
in Haridwar called for genocide 
and ethnic cleansing, he said, “I 
wonder if they know what they are 
talking about? 200 million are go-
ing to fight back. We belong here. 
We were born here and we will live 
here.” He said it could lead to a 
“civil war,” the Wire reported.
According to the website, between 
December 17 and 19, a large col-
lection of major religious leaders, 
right-wing activists, hardline fun-
damentalist militants and Hindut-
va organisations came together at 
Haridwar for an event called the 
‘Dharma Sansad’ or ‘Religious 
Parliament’. Over the course of 

three days, this event witnessed 
an extraordinary outpouring of 
hate speech, mobilisations to vio-
lence and anti-Muslim sentiment.
He was questioned “what does it 
feel like to be a Muslim in Nar-
endra Modi’s India?”. To this, he 
said, “Muslims are being margin-
alised and made redundant.”
He said the Muslims were in the 
process of being reduced to sec-
ond class citizens and that was 
happening in every field.
He told the interviewer that “a 
concerted attempt is being made 
to make Muslims insecure”.
He said, “It’s an attempt to make 
us scared.” However, he added, 
“We should not be scared.”
“An attempt is being made to 
spread a phobia among Muslims”, 
but “We must not admit this is 
frightening us.”
To a question, he said he did not 
feel insecure because that was his 
home but he was concerned about 
the future of his children.
Talking about Prime Minister 
Modi’s total silence after the 
bloodcurdling calls for genocide 
and ethnic cleansing, Naseerud-
din Shah said “he doesn’t care” 
adding “at least you cannot accuse 
him of being a hypocrite”.

Naseeruddin Shah said not only 
is there no chastisement of the 
people who threatened genocide 
“but the Prime Minister follows 
them on Twitter”.
He said: “Our leader keeps silent 
but claims to care for everybody”. 
“He’ll parade his own religious be-
liefs yet issue dog-whistles against 
Muslims.”
According to The Wire, Naseerud-
din Shah’s “powerful interview” 
has to be heard and seen.
“It cannot be written about and de-
scribed. Very few – if any – Bolly-
wood stars of Naseeruddin Shah’s 
stature have spoken out the way 
he has. That alone makes it a rare 
and special interview.”

Swami Prabodhanand Giri, pres-
ident of the Hindu Raksha Sena, 
a right-wing organisation based 
out of Uttarakhand told the par-
ticipants of the Dharam Sansad, 
“This is our state now. You have 
seen this at the Delhi border, 
they killed Hindus and hung 
them. There is no more time, 
the case now is that either you 
prepare to die now, or get ready 
to kill, there’s no other way. This 
is why, like in Myanmar, the po-
lice here, the politicians here, 
the army and every Hindu must 
pick up weapons and we will 
have to conduct this cleanliness 
drive (safai abhiyan). There is no 
solution apart from this.”
At the Dharam Sansad, Sadh-
vi Annapurna also known as 
Pooja Shakun Pandey, a maha-
mandleshwar of the Niranjani 
Akhara and general secretary of 
the Hindu Mahasabha also gave 
a call to arms and incitement to 
genocide. Without any ambigui-
ty, she gave a direct call for the 
mass murder of Muslims. 
“Nothing is possible without 
weapons. If you want to elimi-
nate their population then kill 
them. Be ready to kill and be 
ready to go to jail. Even if 100 

of us are ready to kill 20 lakhs of 
them (Muslims), then we will be 
victorious, and go to jail.
The fascist Modi regime’s target-
ed campaign is not merely against 
Muslims rather it is aimed at 
ethnic cleansing of all non-Hindu 
communities including Christians, 
Sikhs and Dalits.
The country saw a wave of fresh 
violence against Christians as 
the community was preparing to 
celebrate Christmas but the RSS 
goons forced them to hold secret 
gatherings.
The Christmas celebrations were 
disrupted, Jesus statues were 
smashed and effigies of Santa 
Claus were burned in a spate of 
attacks on Christian community 
over Christmas.
Amid growing intolerance and vio-
lence against India’s Christian mi-
nority, who make up about 2% of 
India’s population, several Christ-
mas events were targeted by Hin-
du right wing groups, accusing 
them of using festivities to force 
Hindus to convert.
In Agra in Uttar Pradesh, 
members of right wing Hindu 
groups burned effigies of Santa 
Claus outside missionary-led 
schools. – APP

Murad for 
promotion of 
Pak Brands in 
international 

markets
ISLAMABAD: Chief Minis-
ter Sindh Syed Murad Ali 
Shah Thursday stressed the 
urgent need for fully focus-
ing on promotion of Pak “ 
Brands”in global markets 
with significant improve-
ment in quality of products 
at par with international 
standards to attract the for-
eign buyers.
Talking to a 100 members 
high profile delegation of 
United Business Group 
in Federation of Pakistan 
Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (FPCCI) Ka-
rachi, he emphasized the 
importance of equipping 
with modern trend of dig-
ital economy to compete 
global market as world is 
switching over rapidly to 
it, according to a state-
ment received here.
He said industrialization 
plays a vital role in eco-
nomic development of un-
derdeveloped countries 
that allows them to make 
optimal use of their scarce 
resources which increases 
the quantity and quality of 
products manufactured that 
mainly contribute to gross 
national products (GNP).
He said that industrializa-
tion has always been in-
strumental in the economic 
development of the world 
which enhances the supply 
of goods for internal and ex-
ternal markets.
Syed Murad Ali Shah Sindh 
government attached great 
importance to agro-based 
industries to offset the 
impending global threat 
of food insecurity.He said 
agro-based industrialization 
development plays a strate-
gic role in economic growth 
which also helps a lot in ab-
ject poverty alleviation be-
sides heralding new era of 
ample job opportunities for 
unemployed youths.
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HANOI: Ambassador of Pakistan to Vietnam calla on Deputy 
Secretary General of National Assembly of Vietnam/ the President of 

Pakistan-Vietnam Parliamentary Friendship Group, to discuss areas of 
mutual interest between the two countries. – DNA

PIA resumes direct flights to 
Mashhad after 5-year break

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan International 
Airlines (PIA) has resumed its direct 
flight operation for Mashhad, a holy 
city in Iran, after a gap of almost five 
years aimed at facilitating pilgrim 
and strengthening people-to-people 
contacts.
“First flight PK-119 carrying 165 pas-
sengers left Lahore for Mashhad [late 
Wednesday night],” PIA spokesman 
Abdullah Hafeez Khan said in a news 
release here on Thursday.
He said flights to Mashhad were 
the continuation of the previously 
launched flight operations to Najaf, 
Baghdad and Damascus.
“With the flight to Mashhad, the pil-
grims will be able to reach all the holy 
places,” the spokesman said.
“Flights to Mashhad are being oper-
ated for the convenience of pilgrims,” 
PIA’s Chief Executive Officer Air Mar-
shal Arshad Malik said, adding it was a 
long-standing demand of pilgrims.
He said the national flag carrier PIA 
had always been at the forefront to 

transport pilgrims to holy places.
With the resumption of this flight op-
eration, he said, the devotees would 
have the facility of easy and cost-ef-
fective air travel.
Meanwhile, the Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA), an Iranian news 
agency, reported that the development 
took place following the serious efforts 
of the Iranian Embassy in Islamabad 
to facilitate air travel between the two 
neighbouring countries and to boost 
the tourism industry.
Earlier this month Chief Executive of 
Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) 
Air Marshal Arshad Malik during a 
meeting with Ambassador of Iran to 
Pakistan Mohammad Ali Hosseini had 
announced that the PIA was going 
to start direct flights from Lahore to 
Mashhad. PIA Spokesperson Abdullah 
Khan told IRNA that the PIA flight 
departed from Lahore to Mashhad on 
Wednesday at 23:19 from Allama Iqbal 
International Airport and was sched-
uled to arrive in Mashhad at 01:14 a.m. 

early Thursday. A cake was also cut on 
the occasion with the presence of Pa-
kistani officials and staff of the Iranian 
Embassy. He said the return flight from 
Mashhad to Lahore was scheduled to de-
part on December 30, Thursday, 02:30 
a.m. Iran local time and land at Lahore 
airport at 06:30 a.m.
Ambassador Hosseini in a tweet had 
also revealed that Iran and Pakistan 
had agreed on increasing efforts to 
promote air cooperation between Iran 
and Pakistan. In this regard, PIA is go-
ing to begin direct flights from Karachi 
to Mashhad on January 1, 2022.
Currently, Iran Air operates one weekly 
flight from Tehran to Karachi and vice 
versa, and there are reports that Mahan 
Iran Airlines would resume flights from 
Tehran and Mashhad to Lahore. Lahore 
is one of the important cities of Pakistan 
and is known as the ‘cultural heart’ of 
the country, so the resumption of these 
flights can be an effective step in the de-
velopment of bilateral relations between 
Iran and Pakistan. – APP

“First flight PK-119 carrying 165 passengers left Lahore 
for Mashhad [late Wednesday night],” PIA spokesman 

Abdullah Hafeez Khan said

BAKU: Pakistan ambassador to Azerbaijan 
Bila Hayee received Belgian ambassador to 

Azerbaijan Michel Peetermans and discussed 
bilateral relations and regional situation. – DNA

EU mulls new 
sanctions on 

Myanmar
 

Foreign Desk

BRUSSELS: The EU is ready 
to impose new sanctions, 
including an arms embargo, 
against the military regime 
in Myanmar, the bloc’s for-
eign policy chief said on 
Thursday.  “In view of the 
escalating violence in Myan-
mar, increased international 
preventive action is required, 
including an arms embar-
go”, Josep Borrell wrote in 
a statement, adding that that 
bloc stood “ready to impose 
further sanctions against the 
military regime.” 
The statement also con-
demned the recent surge of 
violence in the Kayah and 
Karen states of Myanmar.
 Borrell called the attacks 
against civilians and human-
itarian actors “unacceptable 
and a blatant violation of 
international law” and un-
derlined “the urgent need 
to hold those responsible 
accountable.”

Amb. Janjua 
holds virtual 

khuli katchery
DNA

BRUSSELS: The Ambassador of Pakistan to Belgium, Lux-
embourg and the European Union, Mr. Zaheer A. Janjua, 
held the 12th monthly Khuli Katchery in virtual format 
with Pakistani diaspora in Belgium and Luxembourg on 
December 30. During the meeting, the Ambassador con-
veyed greetings on the occasion of Christmas, Jinnah Day 
and New Year to the participants and hoped that the new 
year would be a harbinger of peace and happiness for all 
Pakistanis as well as the global community. 
Talking about the Government’s initiatives, Ambassa-
dor Janjua said that the establishment of tax facilitation 
points, online power of attorney attestation system, Rosh 
Digital Account, Roshan Apna Ghar scheme, overseas fa-
cilitation desks and Foreign Ministers Portal would facil-
itate overseas Pakistanis in a big way. 
Ambassador Janjua also briefed on the recent high-level en-
gagements in Brussels, including the visits by the Foreign 
Minister, Governor Punjab, President AJK and Secretary 
Commerce. He underscored that these visits contributed to 
further strengthening of Pakistan’s bilateral relations with 
Belgium, the EU and NATO. He highlighted that the host 
authorities greatly appreciated the key role played by Paki-
stan in their evacuation operations from Afghanistan. 
In order to overcome the challenges posed by the current 
spike in COVID-19 infections, the Ambassador emphasized 
that precaution was better than cure. He urged the com-
munity members to exercise caution and comply with local 
regulations.  The monthly interaction with the Pakistani 
diaspora was organized in accordance with the vision of 
Prime Minister Imran Khan and in line with Embassy’s ef-
forts to ensure efficient and smooth service delivery to the 
Pakistani diaspora.  

Philippine 
president 
apologizes 
to typhoon 

victims
 

News Desk

MANILA: Philippine Presi-
dent Duterte has apologized 
for delays in the distribution 
of aid to the victims of a ty-
phoon that hit the archipela-
go country last week.
“My brothers and sisters, 
let me start by asking for 
your forgiveness because 
government’s relief op-
erations were delayed,” 
Duterte told survivors of 
the typhoon in the Negros 
Oriental province.
Duterte was on a visit to the 
province on Wednesday to 
distribute aid.
“This is because there’s a 
law that hinders me from 
declaring a state of calam-
ity that will enable me to 
use government funds to 
buy everything you need,” 
daily Manila Bulletin quoted 
Duterte as saying.
The typhoon left at least 
389 people dead and 1,146 
others injured, while 64 
people are still missing, 
according to the country’s 
National Disaster Risk Re-
duction and Management 
Council.
Assessment of the damages 
took time while other re-
ports need to be submitted 
before declaring a state of 
calamity – to hasten rescue, 
relief, and rehabilitation 
efforts – the Filipino presi-
dent said.

Japan sees 
2-month high 
in virus cases
 

Agencies

TOKYO: Japan on Thursday 
reported the highest num-
ber of COVID-19 cases in 
the past two months as the 
country’s prime minister 
vowed to reinforce meas-
ures against infections by 
preparing for “worst-case 
scenarios.”
Data by Japanese health au-
thorities showed the coun-
try of 127 million people 
reported 502 new corona-
virus cases on Wednesday, 
exceeding the 500 mark 
for the first time in over 
two months, Kyodo News 
reported. The high number 
of COVID-19 cases has trig-
gered concern among the 
people as the country pre-
pares for the New Year cel-
ebrations which see a mass 
movement of people.
Capital Tokyo reported 76 
cases, the health authori-
ties said. 
Besides, there are around 
20 omicron cases in the 
country.
In a video message on the 
eve of New Year, Premier 
Fumio Kishida said: “I will 
do my best in making oral 
medicine widely available 
and securing a healthcare 
service system.”

Protesters 
across Sudan 

demand 
‘civilian rule’

 

Web Desk

KHARTOUM: Several ral-
lies took place on Thursday 
in different areas across 
Sudan, including its capital 
Khartoum, to demand the 
restoration of civilian rule.
Rallies took place in several 
areas in Khartoum, Kasa-
la, and Port Sudan in the 
country’s east, as well as 
the northern city of Atbara, 
according to Anadolu Agen-
cy’s correspondent on the 
ground.
During the rallies, protest-
ers called for democratic ci-
vilian rule and decried a re-
cent political deal between 
the military and Prime Min-
ister Abdalla Hamdok.
Internet services on Thurs-
day were down in the capi-
tal and other areas prior to 
the demonstrations as pro-
viders cut mobile services, 
with only landline connec-
tions remaining available.
Neither authorities, nor in-
ternet providers have so far 
commented on the issue.
On Wednesday, security 
authorities closed multi-
ple bridges and overland 
routes, installing concrete 
barriers and barbed wire on 
roads leading to the presi-
dential palace.
The calls for protest were 
made by the Sudanese 
Professionals Association, 
which rejected the deal 
signed last month and called 
for full civilian rule.

China 
sanctions 
five US 

individuals
 

News Desk

BEIJING: China on Thurs-
day announced tit-for-tat 
sanctions on five US indi-
viduals, including a former 
commerce secretary, after 
Washington punished sever-
al Chinese officials over Bei-
jing’s crackdown on Hong 
Kong.
“These US individuals sanc-
tioned are not allowed to en-
ter the Chinese mainland, 
Hong Kong and Macao, and 
their assets in China will be 
frozen. They’re also forbid-
den to trade with Chinese 
citizens and institutions,” 
Lijian Zhao, China’s Foreign 
Ministry Spokesman, told a 
news conference in Beijing.
The sanctioned individuals 
include former Commerce 
Secretary Wilbur Ross and 
US-China Economic and Se-
curity Review Commission 
(USCC) President Carolyn 
Bartholomew, the Chinese 
daily Global Times reported.



Briefs
Pakistan 

condemns 
India’s killing 
spree in IIOJK
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
on Thursday strongly con-
demned the extra-judicial 
killing of six Kashmiri 
youth in the Indian Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir (IIOJK) by the In-
dian occupation forces in 
the last two days.
In the escalating campaign of 
repression in IIOJK, including 
fake encounters and so-called 
cordon-and-search-opera-
tions, at least 24 Kashmiris 
have been martyred in the 
month of December so far, 
Foreign Office Spokesperson 
Asim Iftikhar said in a state-
ment issued here.
“Equally reprehensible are 
the continuing human rights 
violations in IIOJK, includ-
ing arbitrary detentions, hu-
miliation and harassment of 
Kashmiris,” he added.
The Spokesperson said that 
the international communi-
ty must take cognizance of 
the deteriorating situation 
in IIOJK and hold India ac-
countable for its unrelent-
ing oppression of Kashmiris 
with total impunity in com-
plete disregard of interna-
tional law.
“It is equally important that 
relevant international, UN 
and OIC human rights bod-
ies thoroughly investigate 
incidents of fake encounters 
in IIOJK including the one 
in Hyderpora in November 
2021 - in which the Indian 
occupation forces are now 
desperately trying to cover 
up the massacre of 4 Kash-
miris through fabrication 
and lies,” he added. – APP

Monitoring Desk

WASHINGTON: US President Joe 
Biden’s first year in office was a 
rollercoaster, marked by legisla-
tive victories and major political 
setbacks – and with midterm elec-
tions set for November, next year 
promises to be even tougher.
When Biden was inaugurated this 
past January, outgoing President 
Donald Trump’s supporters were 
still angling to overturn election 
results, the US Capitol was cor-
doned off by troops, the COVID-19 
pandemic was raging, and the US 
economy was in shambles.
Today, Biden’s approval ratings 
are low and his signature policy 
proposals bogged down, as Repub-
licans appear set to retake control 
of Congress.

“Under the circumstances, Bid-
en’s done phenomenally well, get-
ting what he did get done,” James 
Thurber, a professor of govern-
ment at American University in 
Washington, DC, who is writing 
a book on Biden’s first year in of-
fice, told Al Jazeera.
Democrats in Congress pushed 
through a $1.9 trillion COVID-19 
relief and economic stimulus 
package in March. Bipartisan 
majorities in the House and 
Senate passed a $1.2 trillion 
infrastructure plan in November 
and a $777bn defence budget in 
December.
But Biden’s flagship welfare and 
climate legislation – the $1.75 tril-
lion, 10-year “Build Back Better” 
plan – has been blocked by Dem-
ocratic in-fighting and Republican 
opposition. The Omicron variant 

of COVID-19 has caused a surge in 
infections and prices for food and 
fuel have been rising.
“People will still be disappoint-
ed and he will have a rough time 
in 2022 because it’s an election 
year,” Thurber said. “It will be an 

ugly year of confrontation, parti-
sanship and gridlock.”
It would be hard to overstate the 
stakes of the year ahead for Bid-
en’s presidency. At risk in the 
November 2022 elections is the 
Democratic Party’s control of 
Congress, which will define the 
political landscape for the remain-
ing two years of Biden’s term.
Democrats hold a narrow 221 to 
213 majority in the House of Rep-
resentatives and a controlling tie 
vote in the Senate, which is even-
ly split between Republicans and 
Democrats. Democratic control 
of Congress could easily be lost 
in November when all 435 House 
seats and a third of the 100-seat 
Senate are up for election.
Historically, in US politics, the 
party that controls the White 
House loses seats in Congress 

in the following election, as the 
out-of-power party mobilises its 
voters.
In jeopardy are Biden’s ambi-
tious policy proposals ranging 
from addressing climate change 
to investing in childcare, to re-
forming the immigration system, 
to protecting reproductive rights 
for millions of women.
“The Republicans go into this 
cycle with huge structural advan-
tages,” James Henson, director of 
the Texas Politics Project at the 
University of Texas at Austin, told 
Al Jazeera.
Biden enjoyed a kind of honey-
moon with the American public in 
his first six months in office, with 
his approval rating hovering above 
53 percent and disapproval near 
43 percent. But by August, those 
trends had flipped.

‘Biden will struggle to steer US agenda in 2022’

NAB recovered Rs14 bn only 
this year, claims chairman

Addressing a ceremony in Islamabad, the NAB chairman said had it not been for 
the anti-corruption watchdog, the recovery of such a huge sum was not possible

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Claiming that the 
National Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) had made most of the re-
coveries during the last four years, 
NAB Chairman Justice (r) Javed 
Iqbal said on Thursday that Rs14 
billion were recovered from the 
corrupt elements only in the on-
going year.
Addressing a ceremony in Islam-
abad, the NAB chairman said had 
it not been for the anti-corruption 
watchdog, the recovery of such a 
huge sum was not possible.
Rejecting the allegation that the 
amount recovered was usurped 
by the NAB officials, he said 
that the truth of the matter was 
that the entire amount was dis-
tributed among the affectees of 

corruption scandals. “And while 
this was being done, it was made 
sure that the money was re-
turned to only those to whom it 
belonged,” he clarified. “Do crit-
icize the Bureau, but not without 
proof,” he urged people, particu-
larly the politicians.
He went on to add that the Bu-
reau had taken action even against 
those people who were consid-
ered to be ‘untouchables’. “Out of 
total Rs14 billion, a huge amount 
was recovered from the owners of 
different housing societies,” the 
NAB chairman claimed.
He regretted that the concerned 
departments had turned a blind 
eye to the wrongdoings of these 
societies’ owners. He said he was 
amazed how people were hood-
winked by these people so easily.
“Admitted brochures are beautiful 

which tempt people to purchase 
plots in these societies,” Justice 
(r) Javed said, and asked people to 
use brain before doing so because 
fraudsters were everywhere.
He recalled that only a few years 
back when the NAB had asked 
the Sindh government about the 

wheat stocks, which had sudden-
ly disappeared in the province, 
the provincial government made 
the excuse that they had been 
eaten by the mice.
He said the anti-graft watchdog 
even arrested those “wheat-eat-
ing rats” and recovered Rs20 
billion from them when it initi-
ated a probe against tonnes of 
missing wheat stocks in Sukkur. 
“When I asked, where all the 
wheat? I was told that rats ate 
it,” said Justice Iqbal.
He said it was claimed that sus-
pects were not punished in NAB 
cases. Instead of criticism for the 
sake of criticism, people should 
make constructive criticism, said 
the NAB chief. He clarified that 
in four years, the bureau punished 
1,194 people. 
The NAB chief said some people 

tried to kick up a storm in a tea-
cup by asking where the Rs 541 
Billion recovered by the account-
ability bureau. 
He said that NAB made direct and 
indirect recoveries of Rs541 bil-
lion in the last four years.
“During the last four years, the 
NAB took 200 disciplinary actions 
and made the biggest recoveries 
of its history. 
While, in 16 years previously, just 
100 disciplinary actions were tak-
en,” he said.
The NAB chief said that the an-
ti-graft watchdog also had the re-
cord of the people who got their 
money back after it recovered it. 
He also revealed that Rs56 billion 
were recovered from different il-
legal societies and urged people 
to investigate before making any 
investment.

“Under the circumstances, Biden’s done phenomenally well, getting what he did get done,” 
James Thurber, a professor of government at American University in Washington, DC, who 

is writing a book on Biden’s first year in office

Europe has 
‘cognitive 

split’ towards 
China

BEIJING: Europe has a 
“cognitive split” in its policy 
towards China by trying to 
both be a partner and also 
seeing it as an opponent, 
Wang Yi, state councillor 
and foreign minister, said in 
an interview with state me-
dia on Thursday.
Relations between China 
and the European Union 
worsened this year after an 
investment deal was frozen 
amid tit-for-tat sanctions and 
EU member Lithuania with-
drew its diplomats from Bei-
jing during a dispute over 
the status of Taiwan.
The European Parliament 
this year halted ratification 
of an investment pact with 
China until it lifted sanc-
tions on EU politicians.
China’s sanctions were a 
response to Western sanc-
tions against Chinese offi-
cials accused of the mass de-
tentions of members of the 
Muslim Uyghur community 
in western China. Putting 
up barriers to the invest-
ment agreement would “ul-
timately harm the long-term 
interests of the European 
people”, Wang said.
“There seems to be some 
kind of ‘cognitive split’ in 
Europe’s China policy. It 
is hard to imagine that, 
on the one hand, it has es-
tablished a comprehensive 
strategic partnership with 
China and on the other 
hand, it has positioned Chi-
na as an institutional oppo-
nent,” he said. – Agencies
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan chairs meeting of federal cabinet. – DNA

Ukraine: Biden, Putin phone 
call seeks ‘diplomatic path’

News Desk

WASHINGTON: US President Joe 
Biden is set to hold talks with Russia’s 
Vladimir Putin for the second time this 
month, in a bid to de-escalate tensions 
over Ukraine. The two leaders will 
speak by phone on Thursday evening. 
They will discuss forthcoming security 
talks between the countries and the sit-
uation in Europe, a White House offi-
cial said. Russia, which has built up forc-
es on the border with Ukraine, denies 
planning to invade the country.
It says its troops are there for exercis-
es, and that it is entitled to move its 
troops freely on its own soil.
Hours before the call, Mr Putin told 
Mr Biden in a holiday message he was 
“convinced” the pair could work to-
gether based on “mutual respect and 
consideration of each other’s national 
interests”. His spokesman, Dmitry 
Peskov, said Moscow was “in the mood 
for a conversation”.
The US consulted European leaders 
ahead of the call to co-ordinate a com-
mon response to the Ukraine issue, a 
White House statement said.
Ukrainian security officials say more 
than 100,000 Russian troops have been 
sent close to their shared border, and 
the US has threatened Mr Putin with 
sanctions “like none he’s ever seen” if 

Ukraine comes under attack.
Mr Biden will offer his Russian coun-
terpart a “diplomatic path” but remains 
“gravely” concerned by the Russian 
troop build-up on the border, a US offi-
cial told AFP news agency.
Mr Biden is expected to tell Mr Putin 
that the US is prepared to respond if 
Russia advances with “a further inva-
sion of Ukraine”.
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
spoke to Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelensky on Wednesday.
The US state department said Mr Blink-
en had “reiterated the United States’ 
unwavering support for Ukraine’s inde-
pendence, sovereignty, and territorial 
integrity in the face of Russia’s military 

buildup on Ukraine’s borders”.
Earlier this month, the two presidents 
held a virtual summit in which Mr Bid-
en reiterated his support for Ukraine’s 
sovereignty and territorial integrity.
While Ukraine is not a Nato member, 
it has close ties with the bloc. Russia 
has said it wants legally binding guaran-
tees that Nato will not move eastwards 
and that weapons will not be sent to 
Ukraine or any neighbouring countries.
Nato Secretary-General Jens Stolten-
berg has been adamant that Ukraine’s 
membership of the alliance is a matter 
for Nato and Kyiv. “Any dialogue with 
Russia has of course to respect the core 
principles which European security has 
been based on,” he previously said.

Four killed in  
Al-Shabaab raid  

near Somalia capital 
MOGADISHU: At least four people were killed on 
Thursday when heavily armed fighters from the Al-
Shabaab jihadist group raided a town near Somalia’s 
capital Mogadishu, police said.
The attack came with the troubled country in the grip 
of an escalating political crisis pitting the president 
against the prime minister.
The attackers, armed with machine guns and RPG 
rocket-launchers, raided the town of Balcad, about 30 
kilometres (18 miles) north of Mogadishu, police and 
witnesses said.
Four people, including two members of the security 
forces, were killed and eight others wounded, police 
officer Abdullahi Mohamed told AFP by phone.
The militants targeted government security check-
points in the early morning raid “to terrorise the pub-
lic”, said Mohamed. 
“The situation returned to normal now and the govern-
ment forces are in full control,” he added. Witnesses 
said the Al-Qaeda linked jihadists managed to enter 
some parts of the town, which lies along a road north 
of the capital linking Mogadishu to rest of the country, 
before they were repelled.
“There was heavy fighting but the fighters later pulled 
back and the situation is quiet now,” said one resident, 
Hussein Abdikarin.
Another witness, Shamso Ali, said they were woken by 
heavy blasts and the sound of machine gun fire as the 
militants entered the town. “We were shocked to see 
this happening but thanks to God, we remained at safe-
ty inside our houses until the fighting was over,” he 
said. Al-Shabaab issued a statement claiming responsi-
bility for the attack. – Agencies

Citizen’s 
portal settles 
pre-partition 
land dispute

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Paki-
stan Citizen’s Portal (PCP) 
seems to be serving its in-
tended purpose as it lately 
helped settle a ten decades 
old land dispute.
A former bureaucrat, Ah-
san Malik filed a complaint 
with the portal seeking the 
prime minister’s help in 
resolving a long-running 
dispute involving a piece of 
land in Punjab’s Khushab.
The complainant, who 
served as federal secre-
tary, said that he got back 
possession of the property 
that had been under illegal 
occupation after he lodged a 
complaint on the portal.
The Khushab revenue 
department transferred 
the ownership of the land 
previously owned by his 
grandmother to her lawful 
heirs, he said, expressing 
gratitude to Prime Minister 
Imran Khan for redressal of 
his grievance.
Earlier this month, the 
Prime Minister’s Deliv-
ery Unit (PMDU) issued a 
monthly report on the per-
formance of the Pakistan 
Citizen’s Portal (PCP), stat-
ing that the number of regis-
tered users has crossed the 
3.7 million mark.
According to the report, 2.2 
million people registered 
themselves with the PCP 
from Punjab, 0.6 million 
from Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa (KP), 0.5 million from 
Sindh, 51,000 from Ba-
lochistan and 77,000 from 
Balochistan. As many as 
4.4 million complaints were 
lodged on the portal, includ-
ing 215,000 from non-resi-
dent Pakistanis.

Vaccination 
is only safety 
from Omicron
 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: National 
Command and Control 
Center (NCOC) said that 
only safety we can get 
against Omicron variant is 
vaccination.
NCOC, in a tweet, said that 
the whole world is facing a 
new wave of coronavirus 
cases due to Omicron. Peo-
ple are advised to get com-
plete vaccination and stand 
by their government on the 
war against coronavirus.
Moreover, Pakistan has 
reported 3 deaths in the 
last 24 hours by novel coro-
navirus as the number of 
positive cases has surged to 
1,294,861. The nationwide 
tally of fatalities has jumped 
to 28,921 on Thursday.
According to the latest fig-
ures by the National Com-
mand and Operation Center 
(NCOC) 482 persons tested 
positive for COVID-19 in the 
past 24 hours.

France warns 
Britons no 

more transit 
to return to 
EU homes

News Desk

PARIS: Britons who live in 
the European Union can no 
longer drive through France 
to their homes elsewhere 
in the bloc under new reg-
ulations that have created 
confusion for many holiday 
travellers.
Many Britons take the Chan-
nel Tunnel from England to 
France, using Eurotunnel’s 
Shuttle service, to drive 
from the UK to their homes 
in other EU countries.
But under new Covid travel 
rules being applied since 
December 28 by French 
authorities, only Britons 
whose official primary resi-
dence is in France are being 
allowed in.
“Unless they hold French 
residency, British citizens 
are now considered third 
country citizens and can 
no longer transit France by 
road to reach their country 
of residence in the EU,” Eu-
rotunnel said in a tweet late 
Wednesday. P&O Ferries 
issued a similar tweet warn-
ing that “only those with 
French residency will be 
permitted to enter France.”

US-Russia 
security talks 

on Jan 10
MOSCOW: Russia–US talks 
on security guarantees will 
be held on Jan. 10 in Ge-
neva, the Russian Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman an-
nounced on Thursday.
The Russian delegation will 
be headed by Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sergey Ryabkov and 
the US team by Deputy Sec-
retary of State Wendy Sher-
man, Maria Zakharova told 
a weekly news conference in 
Moscow.
“This date doesn’t have 
any alternatives at the mo-
ment. The agenda includes 
a discussion of two Russian 
drafts of fundamental doc-
uments submitted to the 
United States from Russia 
on Dec. 15 — the treaty 
between the Russian Fed-
eration and the US on se-
curity guarantees and the 
agreement on measures to 
ensure the security of the 
Russian Federation and the 
member states of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion,” she said.
Russia will seek firm legal 
guarantees for the non-move-
ment of NATO to the east and 
the non-deployment of weap-
ons systems threatening Rus-
sia at the country’s borders, 
she stressed.


