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President honours
memory of the first
Uzbek President
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Ravi Riverfront Project

SC nullifies
LH(C’s verdict

The LHC had declared the RRUDP
illegal while announcing the verdict on pleas
challenging the project last week

about the flaws in the LHC ver-

[
Starr REPORT / DNA dict. However, Punjab Advocate ITHC issues
General Ahmed Awais couldn’t °

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court  answer the court’s question, only contempt IlOtlce
ruled out on Monday the verdict to draw Justice Lanjar’s ire. °
announced by the Lahore High “You don’t even kJnow what the tO NAB Chlef
Court (LHC) declaring Ravi River-  case is about,” the judge re-
front Urban Development Project marked. Justice Muzahir Naqvi
(RRUDP) illegal and, instead, or- remarked while addressing Pun- DNA

dered the Punjab government to
resume work on the project.

The LHC had declared the RRUDP
illegal while announcing the ver-
dict on pleas challenging the
project last week. After this, the
provincial government reached
out to the apex court seeking nul-
lification of LHC’s verdict.

During Monday’s hearing, Justice
Aijazul Hassan Lanjar inquired

jab AG Awais that it seemed like
he had come unprepared for the
hearing. At this, the provincial
advocate-general informed the
court that the Punjab government
was not a party in the case LHC
announced the verdict for. “There
were 18 petitions [challenging
the RRUDP] in total. Not being a

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High
Court (IHC) on Monday issued

a notice to the National Accountability
Bureau (NAB) chief on a petition seek-
ing initiation of contempt of court pro-
ceedings against him over his failure to
investigate former military ruler Gener-
al (retired) Pervez Musharraf’s assets.
An THC two-judge bench comprising
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Gillani resigns as
opposition leader

Mustresign | ppp Chairman Bilawal Bhutto

DNA
ISLAMABAD:

rejects Gillani’s resignation

10 to 15 Opp
members are
with Imran

Minister
for Infor-
mation and

¥ &1 Broadcasting

Chaudhry
1S y Fawad on

Monday took
PPP leadership to the task
and said their top leaders
should have owned the fi-
asco in the upper house
during major legislation.
“Yousuf Raza Gilani is a no-
ble man. Bilawal and Zard-
ari should have resigned on
whose instructions senators
did not appear [in the Upper
House],” he said in a tweet.

Trudeau
tests positive
for Covid-19

OTTAWA: Canadian Prime
Minister Jus-
tin Trudeau
said on
¥ Monday he
=0k had tested
:('f1 P
positive for
COVID-19 but was feeling
fine and would continue to
work remotely while follow-
ing public health guidelines.
Trudeau went into isolation
last week after one of his chil-
dren tested positive but at the
time a rapid test for him came
back negative, he told the Ca-
nadian Press. — Agencies
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Business leaders
appeal PM to restore
gas supply to Karachi’
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PMC grants 10-day
window for dental
colleges’ admissions
— Page 03

“COMSTECH-CCoE

SHusaaTr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: PPP leader Yousuf Raza
Gilani announced on
Monday that he had re-
signed as the Leader of
the Opposition in the
Senate during a speech
in the upper house of
parliament. PPP Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto Zardari has rejected
Yousaf Raza Gillani resignation.

Gilani was among at least eight opposi-
tion senators who had skipped last Fri-
day’s Senate session, which allowed the
PTI government to narrowly manage to
get the crucial State Bank of Pakistan

Kuayam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Interior
Sheikh Rasheed has
made the claim that
ten to fifteen mem-
bers of the Opposi-
tion are actually with
Prime Minister Imran
Khan even though
they have been talking of voting him

Minister

Continued on Page 06 Continued on Page 06

AE o R LARY Temd
GUJRAT: Former Information Minister Qamar Zaman Kaira
exchanging views with senior PPP leader Ch. Aitzaz Ahsan. — DNA
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RAWALPINDI: Androulla Kaminara, Ambassador of European Union (EU) called on General Qamar

Javed Bajwa, Chief of Army Staff (COAS) at GHQ, on Monday. — DNA

UAE foils new
Houthi ballistic
muissile attack

UAE air forces, together with
the Arab Coalition subsequently
destroyed the missile launch site

EU envoy
meets

COAS

STAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI: European Union envoy
Androulla Kaminara Monday called on
Chief of Army Staff (COAS) General
Qamar Bajwa here at General Head-
quarters, Rawalpindi, said army’s me-
dia wing in a statement.

According to a statement issued by the
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR),
matters pertaining to regional security,
Afghanistan situation and bilateral co-
operation with European Union were
discussed in the meeting. The visiting
dignitary appreciated Pakistan’s role in
Afghan situation, efforts for regional sta-
bility and pledged to play her role for fur-
ther improvements in diplomatic cooper-
ation with Pakistan at all levels, it added.
On Jan. 10, the Chief of Army Staff
(COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa
stressed the need for swiftly devising
an institutional mechanism to channel
humanitarian assistance to Afghanistan
in order to avert a looming humanitarian
catastrophe in the war-ravaged country.

Pak active
case count
over 100,000
for third day

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: As many as 7,048 more
Pakistanis tested positive for COVID-19,
keeping the country’s number of active
cases above the 100,000 mark for the
third consecutive day, the National Com-
mand and Operation Centre’s (NCOC)
data showed Monday morning.

The new infections, detected during the
last 24 hours after 61,077 diagnostic
tests were performed across the country,
placed Pakistan’s COVID-19 positivity ra-
tio at 11.53% and confirmed case count at
1.425 million.

Meanwhile, 21 coronavirus patients suc-
cumbed to the disease overnight, push-
ing the nationwide death toll to 29,269.
The NCOC has extended coronavirus
curbs in the country from January 31 till
February 15, as thousands continue to
contract the infection amid a spread in
the Omicron variant.

NEews DEsk

RIYADH: The United Arab Emirates on
Monday said it had intercepted a ballis-
tic missile launched by Yemen’s Houthi
militia amid a visit by Israel’s President
Isaac Herzog. The attack did not result
in any losses as the destroyed missile
fell outside populated areas, the UAE’s
Ministry of Defense said in a statement
carried by Emirates News Agency.

UAE air forces, together with the Coa-
lition to Restore Legitimacy in Yemen,
subsequently destroyed the missile
launch site in Yemen’s Al-Jawf gover-
norate, the statement said. The UAE
defense ministry affirmed its “full read-
iness to deal with any threats,” adding
that it will “take all necessary measures
to protect the UAE from any attacks.”

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan
condemns Iraq,
UAE terrorist
attacks

AL1 FUrRQAN

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Monday
strongly condemned the cowardly
terrorist attack that targeted Bagh-
dad International airport, causing
damage to the civilian infrastruc-
ture. The Foreign Office Spokesper-
son in a press release while reiterat-
ing Pakistan’s strong condemnation
of terrorism in all its forms and man-
ifestations, said “Pakistan stands in

Continued on Page 06

Petroleum prices to

stay unchanged

Shahbaz Gill says Prime Minister has
deferred a summary sent by OGRA

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The federal government
has deferred the decision to increase
prices of petroleum products for the
next 15 days, SAPM Shahbaz Gill con-
firmed the news on Monday.

Taking to Twitter, Special Assistant to
the Prime Minister on Political Com-
munication, Shahbaz Gill, said that
Prime Minister Imran Khan had de-
ferred a summary sent by the Oil and

Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA)
seeking hike in POL prices for the
next 15 days of February.

“PM Imran Khan did not approve the
summary of increasing petrol by Rs11
and diesel by Rs14 to provide relief
to public,” said SAPM Shahbaz Gill.
“Petrol, diesel prices will stay un-
changed”, Gill wrote in a tweet.

The move, he said, aimed at not
transferring the burden of growing in-
flation in the international market to
the masses of Pakistan.

“As part of our work on deterrence (of Russia - TASS), we have advanced with
the preparations of a high-impact response that would inflict severe costs on the
Russian economy and financial system”, Josep Borrell says

Yemen Programme”
to be launched
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Gandhi’s murder:
Debate rages still over
Hindutva ideology role

— Page 05

Aliyev seeks int’l
recognition of Ganja
bombing as war crime

— Page 06

Kremlin urges US
to abandon policy of
fomenting tension
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Over 100 officials killed
since Taliban takeover
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BRUSSELS: The European Union is working
on new sanctions against Russia to deprive it of
products it may need to attain its strategic am-
bitions, EU foreign policy chief Josep Borrell
said on Sunday. “As part of our work on deter-
rence (of Russia - TASS), we have advanced with
the preparations of a high-impact response that
would inflict severe costs on the Russian econo-
my and financial system. Here we are also consid-
ering export controls measures that would have
a longer-term effect, by denying Russia products
that it needs to fulfil its strategic ambitions,” he
wrote on his personal blog.

He also noted that European Union regrets Rus-
sia’s decision to expand its blacklist of EU rep-
resentatives banned from entering Russia and
warns about its appropriate response.

“In this context, I deplore the decision by Rus-

sian authorities, announced on Friday, to ban
an unknown number of representatives of EU
Member States and institutions from entry into
Russia. This decision lacks any legal justification
and transparency and will meet an appropriate
response. With it, Russia continues to fuel a cli-
mate of tensions in Europe instead of contribut-
ing to de-escalation,” he wrote.

“Russia is waging a war of nerves,” he claimed.
“So we have to keep ours. In this stand-off with
Russia, we are doing our best to make diplomacy
work, using all possible paths.”

The European Union regrets Russia’s decision
to expand its blacklist of EU representatives
banned from entering Russia and warns about its
appropriate response, Borrell said.

“In this context, I deplore the decision by Rus-
sian authorities, announced on Friday, to ban
an unknown number of representatives of EU
Member States and institutions from entry into
Russia. This decision lacks any legal justification

and transparency and will meet an appropriate
response. With it, Russia continues to fuel a cli-
mate of tensions in Europe instead of contribut-
ing to de-escalation,” he wrote.

In recent weeks, the European Union has been
threatening Russia with new sanctions in case of
its alleged aggression against Ukraine. Brussels,
according to the EU leadership, is already working
on possible restrictive measures against Moscow.
Recently, Western and Ukrainian media outlets
have been echoing claims about Russia’s possi-
ble aggression against Ukraine. Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov earlier slammed such state-
ments as “empty and groundless” and their goal
is to whip up tensions.

He stressed that Russia doesn’t pose any threat
to anyone, but did not rule out possible provo-
cations to justify the remarks in question and
warned that attempts at using force to settle the
crisis in southeastern Ukraine would have the
most serious consequences.
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Two killers
of oy
convicted

FAISALABAD: Additional
district and sessions judge
Shahzad Ahmad on Mon-
day handed down life term
to two accused of a mur
der case. According to the
prosecution, Abdullah and
Faizan of Chak 67-]B killed
Shahzad of the same local-
ity by pumping air into his
stomach through a compres-
sor inserted into his rectum
on June 08, 2021.
Thikriwala police had regis-
tered a murder case against
the accused and submitted
challan in the court.

The court ordered the con-
victs to pay Rs 400,000 as
compensation to the legal
heirs of victim, otherwise,
they will have to undergo an
additional six-month impris-
onment. — APP

Yasin Malik’s
daughter
receives

father’s award

ISLAMABAD: Raziyah Sul-
tana daughter of Mushaal
Hussein Mullick and vet-
eran Kashmiri Hurriyat
Leader Mohammad Yasin
Malik received her fa-
ther’s Human Rights Hur-
riyat Award.

Yasin Malik has been lan-
guishing in notorious Ti-
har jail for his sole crime
to defy the Indian brutal
and unlawful occupation in
Indian Illegally Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir (IIO-
JK).

Human Rights Council of
Pakistan (HRCP) honored
senior Hurriyat leader Mo-
hammad Yasin Malik with
Human Rights Award for
his sacrifices and peace-
ful struggle to break the
shackles of Indian slavery,
here in a ceremony on
Monday.

Muhammad Yasin Malik,
the chairman of JKLF, was
born in 1966 in a Kashmi-
ri household of Maisuma
Bazar, “The Gaza Strip of
Kashmir”, near Budshah
Chowk in the centre of
Srinagar, the capital city of
Jammu Kashmir. He is the
only brother of his three
sisters and second child of
his parents.

His introduction to pro
freedom political activism
occurred while he was still
in school at the age of 14.
Speaking on the occasion,
Mushaal, wife of jailed
Kashmiri Hurriyat leader,
Muhammad Yasin Malik,
thanked Human Rights
Council for recognizing
peaceful struggle of her
incarcerated husband of
the birth right of right
to self-determination of
Kashmiri people, who, she
said, is battling for life in
the notorious Tihar jail.
She said that Yasin Malik
was the main youth leader
along with his close friend
Shaheed a Ashfaq Majeed
Wani who played vital role
in public mobilisation in
favour of MUF during 1986-
87 so called state elections.
The chairperson said that
her husband has spent more
than 15 years in jails but
nothing could shake his re-
solve in fight against Indian
occupation. Mushaal vowed
that she would keep on ex-
posing the brutal and fascist
face of Indian government
at all fora. — APP

Plan to
remodel
drainage in
FDA city

FAISALABAD: Faisalabad
Development Authority
(FDA) has started prepar-
ing a comprehensive plan
for remodelling of drainage
(Nullah) in the FDA city.
Presiding over a meeting
here on Monday, FDA Di-
rector General Rizwan Na-
zir directed the quarters
concerned to complete all
ongoing projects in the FDA
city without any delay.

He said that electricity work
and installation of street
lights should be completed,
besides improving the secu-
rity system in the city.

He also directed for giving
sewerage control and wa-
ter supply system to WASA
in those residential blocks
where residences had been
constructed.

The meeting was told that
FDA had so far served final
notices to 4,270 defaulters
for depositing dues imme-
diately.

Later, the DG visited vari-
ous blocks of FDA city and
inspected cleanliness ar-
rangements, security, con-
dition of parks and green-
belts. — APP

208 Business leaders appeal PM to

restore gas supply to Karachi

Chairman BMG Zubair Motiwala said that the Government’s promises and commitments to
assure supply of gas to export industries appear to be an eyewash and a mere lip-service

NAZIR S1yAL

KARACHI: While fervently appealing
Prime Minister Imran Khan and his aides
to restore gas supply to all industrial zones
of Karachi, suspended since over 100 days.
Addressing the press conference Chairman
Businessmen Group (BMG) Zubair Mo-
tiwala, Vice Chairman BMG & Chairman
Pakistan Apparel Forum Jawed Bilwani and
President Karachi Chamber of commerce
and industry (KCCI) Muhammad Idrees
have stressed on federal government must
save its repute by putting an end to the
discriminatory treatment with Karachities,
they suffered since long, not only aggravat-
ed miseries for the business community
and the Karachiites but has also dented the
government’s efforts to ensure ease of do-
ing business.

Business Leaders urged that in order to
revive the industrial activities, Sindh’s gas
has to be returned to the province as it was
highly unfair to keep the industries of Kara-
chi deprived of Sindh’s own gas resources.
They said that the industries of Karachi
were deeply shocked and totally disappoint-
ed with the Government for neglecting and
ignoring the repeated appeals and press re-
leases over looming gas/ RLNG crises and
remains indecisive in the burning matter
for the last more than 100 days.

General Secretary BMG AQ Khalil, Senior
Vice President Abdul Rehman Naqi, Vice Pres-
ident Qazi Zahid Hussain along with President
Site Association of Industry Abdul Rasheed,

President Federal B. Area of Trade & Industry
Haroon Shamsi, President Korangi Associa-
tion of Trade & Industry Salman Aslam, Rep-
resentative of Landhi Association of Trade &
Industry Ajmal Afzal, President North Karachi
Association of Trade & Industry Faisal Moiz,
President Bin Qasim Association of Trade
& Industry Elahi Buksh and President Site
Superhighway Association of Industry Aamir
Hassan Lari attended the presser.

From Value-Added Textile Associations,
Zonal Chairman Pakistan Hosiery Manufac-
turers & Exporters Association (PHMA)
Abdul Rehman, Chairman Pakistan Ready-
made Garments Manufacturers & Export-
ers Association (PRGMEA) Sheikh Shafiq
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Jhok-Wala, Chairman Pakistan Knitwear
& Sweaters Manufacturers & Exporters
Association Kamran Chandna, Chairman
Pakistan Cotton Fashion Apparel Manu-
facturers & Exporters Association Aitazaz
Ahmed Japanwala, Chairman Towel Manu-
facturers Association Kashif Mehtab Chaw-
la, Chairman Pakistan Bedwear Exporters
Association Asif Javed & Chairman Paki-
stan Denim Manufacturer & Exporters As-
sociation Asif Riaz Tata also participated.

Chairman BMG Zubair Motiwala said that
the Government’s promises and commit-
ments to assure supply of gas to export
industries appear to be an eyewash and a

It was highly unfair to deprive Karachi from
Gas/RLNG as this city, being the textile
and industrial hub of Pakistan, alone con-
tributes 68 percent revenue to the national
exchequer and 54 percent to national ex-
ports while 52 percent of textile exports
also take place from Karachi.

“Yet this matchless contribution is not be-
ing taken into consideration and Karachi
continues to undergo discrimination that
has led to causing severe production losses
of more than 66 percent due to reduced or
no supply of gas. The inequitable conduct
and discriminatory treatment with Karachi
were totally unconstitutional hence intoler-
able and highly deplorable”, he said while
fearing that the discriminatory actions/pol-
icy towards Karachi will not only cause the
industry to cripple but would also tarnish
the vision of Prime Minister.

Chairman BMG further stated that the rising
demand for gas in Baluchistan during winter
season was being fulfilled by SSGCL alone
which receives 125mmcfd gas from Sui where-
as SNGPL, which takes away 180mmcfd from
Sui, stands completely spared from sharing
the burden of rising gas demand in Baluch-
istan which was beyond anyone’s understand-
ing. “We firmly believe that the rising demand
for gas in Baluchistan has to be meted out by
SSGCL and SNGPL as per ratio of gas being
received by them which means that the extra
demand of 160mmcfd in Baluchistan during
winter should be rationally divided with 41 per-
cent (65mmcfd) burden on SSGCL and the re-
maining 59 percent (95mmcfd) must be borne
by SNGPL.”

/

KARACHI: President Karachi Chamber of Commerce & Industries (KCCI) Muhammed Idrees,
keenly reading a credible Pakistan’s first diplomatic Daily “Islamabad Post” here at his KCCI

office on Monday. — DNA

mere lip-service.
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PTEA demands

continuation of
DDT incentive

FAISALABAD: Pakistan Textile Exporters Association
(PTEA) has demanded continuation of Duty Drawback
of Taxes (DDT) incentive to continue the growth momen-
tum in national exports.

In a statement issued here Monday, PTEA Chairman So-
hail Pasha said that textile sector was capable of achiev-
ing US$ 25 billion exports for the country. He said that
country’s economic outlook for 2022 looks strong as it
had posted a growth of 5.37% in FY 2021, substantially
higher than the previous two years.

He said that several indicators reveal that country’s
economy had done well despite of Covid-19 pandemic set-
backs and textile sector was among the significant con-
tributors. He said that textile industry had now picked up
a growing pace following the removal of Covid-19 restric-
tions and witnessed a sharp surge of 26% year-on-year to
$ 9.38 billion in the first half of FY 2022. Higher textile
exports came on the back of quantum growth in high val-
ue-added products, he said and added that Pakistan still
need to increase private investment and enhance export
volume to sustain strong economic growth. — APP

FWMC hold

Walkbqut

i Py

Chairman FW
management company would mobilise all-out
resources for the cleanliness in the city

Bureau REPORT

FAISALABAD: An awareness walk regard-
ing cleanliness was held under the aegis of
Faisalabad Waste Management Company
(FWMC), here on Monday.

The walk started from Igbal Chowk, Sadr
Bazaar and culminated at the same point
after passing through various bazaars.
MNA Sheikh Khurram Shehzad, Chair-
man FWMC Waleed Arshad Dogar led the
walk, while Chief Traffic Officer Malik
Tanveer, religious personality Moulana
Muhammad Hafeez, Arshad Qasmi and
others participated.

Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf MNA Sheikh Khur-

S awareness
cle_anlmess

—
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ram Shahzad said that the district adminis-
tration was committed to make the month-
long cleanliness drive successful.

He appealed to citizens for making collec-
tive efforts for the cleanliness of city, saying
Faisalabad is our home. “It is our duty to
keep it neat and clean,” he added.
Chairman FWMC Waleed Arshad said that
waste management company would mobi-
lise all-out resources for the cleanliness
in the city.

During the campaign, the cleanliness of
sewerage lines, drainage, parks roads,
green belts, would be made besides, wash-
ing wall-chalking, dumping of heap of rub-
bish and covering open manholes. Pam-
phlets were also distributed among citizens.

Registration for city marathon
open: Commissioner Karachi

KARACHI: Commissioner
Karachi Muhammad Igbal
Memon announced on Mon-

DHA Moin Khan Academy.
He said”Marathon is an im-

emy DHA before the start of
the marathon at 8:30 am to

day that the registration
for the 3rd Commissioner
Karachi City Marathon was
now open.

Addressing a news confer-
ence here at his office, he
asked citizens from across
the city to come forward
and register to participate
in the race that would be
held on February 13th at

portant celebration for Ka-
rachi.” He urged citizens
to join hands to make it a
successful event.

Commissioner Karachi said
the marathon is open to
everyone, and registrations
can be made through the
given link.: https://apcp-pak.
live/online_registration/Spot
registration will also be car-
ried out at Moin Khan Acad-

i

FAISALABAD: Minister o
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State for Information

& Broadcasting Farrukh Habib visit to
Dispensary in Ahmednagar. — APP

The event was organised to give award in absentia to senior hurriyat leaders
including Massarat Alam Butt, Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, Asia Andrabi, Yaseen
Malik, Shabir Ahmad Shah for their untiring struggle for the cause of freedom

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister

9:30am and the marathon
will be started at 10am.
Additional Commissioner
Karachi Jawwad Muzaf-
far, Deputy Commissioner
South Irshad Sodhar, Mem-
bers of technical commit-
tee, Assistant Commission-
er General Abid Qamar,
Assistant ~ Commissioner
Civil lines Shahab Aslam,
and representatives of the
sponsors of the event and
others were present on the
occasion.

Commissioner Muhammad
Igbal Memon said the com-
petition would be for Under
19, Under 29, and 29 plus,
however, the vateran run-
ners would be participating
as a special category. — APP

FESCO
1ssues
shutdown
programme

FAISALABAD: The Faisal-
abad Electric Supply Com-
pany (FESCO) has issued
shutdown program for Tues-
day for necessary repair,
maintenance and expansion
of electricity lines.
According to the program,
power supply from Niamoana
feeder emanating from 132-
KV Sammundri Road grid
station, Saeed Abad, Sadar
Bazaar, Muneer Abad, Ejaz
Town and Raja Chowk feed-
ers originating from 132-KV
University grid station, Kash-
mir Road and Rehman Abad
feeders emanating from 132-
KV Narwala Road grid station
will remain suspended from
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. while new
Factory Area feeder origi-
nating from 132-KV Chenab
Nagar grid station, Fateh
Textile, Makkah City and Si-
tiana Road feeders emanating
from 132-KV Khannuana grid
station will observe shutdown
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Tues-
day (February 1).

Similarly, electricity supply
from A-4-PSHF feeder orig-
inating from 132-KV Khan-
nuana grid station, new Di-
jkot feeder emanating from
220-KV  Sammundri Road
grid station, Makkah City,
Sir Syed Town and Fowara
Chowk feeders originating
from 132-KV Factory Area
grid station, Mahi Chowk,
Sammundri Road and Re-
hmay Shah feeders ema-
nating from 132-KV Tan-
dlianwala grid station, Data
feeder originating from 132-
KV Jhang Road grid station,
AK Khaliq feeder emanat-
ing from 132-KV Thikriwala
grid station, Raja Chowk,
Saeed Abad and Ejaz Town
feeders originating from
132-KV University grid sta-
tion, Fateh Abad feeder em-
anating from 132-KV OTP
Canal Road grid station,
Sarfraz Colony feeder orig-
inating from 132-KV City
grid station and Muzaffar
Colony and Sammundri
Road feeders emanating
from 132-KV Sammundri
Road grid station will also
remain suspended from 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. on February
10, 2022. — APP

Masses’
problems to
be resolved
on priority

basis

ABBOTTABAD: Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Abbot-
tabad Tariq Salam Marwat
on Monday directed the
district administration to
resolve public issues on top
priority.

He issued these directives
while receiving phone calls
from the people to listened
their grievances.

The DC sought the views of
the people regarding trans-
fers, registries, acquisitions,
domiciles, arms and driving
licenses. The purpose of the
citizen’s feedback calls was
to provide solutions to their
problems and revenue-relat-
ed services.

He directed the district
administration to ensure
provision of all possible
revenuerelated  facilities
and expeditious services.
Citizens can register their
complaints by contacting
the District Control Room
24/7 for identification and
feedback. — APP

for National Food Security and
Research Syed, Fakhar Imam on
Monday expressed grave con-
cerns over the criminal silence of
international community on the
gross human rights violations by
the occupation forces in India Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir (IIOJK).

Addressing an event organized by
Human Rights Council Pakistan,
he called upon the civilized na-
tions to take notice of these gross
human rights violations, use of
lethal weapons on the unarmed
innocent civilians and large-scale
massacres of Kashmiri youth.
The minister feared that it could
trigger nuclear war between two

nuclear powers, which could be
catastrophic not only for the
South Asian region but fur the
whole world. He reiterated the
government’s  firm resolve to
continue its political, diplomatic
and moral support for the people
of India Illegally Occupied Jam-
mu and Kashmir (IIOJK) in their
struggle for right of self-deter-
mination. The event was organ-
ised to give award in absentia to
senior hurriyat leaders including
Massarat Alam Butt, Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq, Asia Andrabi, Ya-
seen Malik, Shabir Ahmad Shah
for their untiring struggle for the
cause of freedom.

He said that United Nations Hu-
man Rights Council had published

two reports reveling state of
worse human rights conditions in
IIOJK. The minister said that due
to successful diplomacy and pru-
dent policies of Prime Minister
Imran Khan, so far, three meet-
ings of UN Security Council were
held and world had started recog-
nising gravity of the situation .
Imam stressed the need for focus-
ing on geo-economic, geo-political
and diplomatic policies to highlight
the Kashmir issue on international
forums and attracting the attention
of international community towards
human rights violations.

Imam said that India was claiming
itself as one of the largest democ-
racy of world, but in contrast it
had deprived the Kashmaris’ from

their basic human rights and had
martyred over 100,000 unarmed
and innocent civilians.

He also appreciated the role of
Kashmiri women and term their
sacrifices matchless, adding that
their struggle and sacrifices for
the right of self-determination
would be succeeded and achieve
the desired aim of freedom.
Speaking on the occasion Chair-
man Human Rights Council Paki-
stan Jamsheed Hussain said that
council was organizing different
programs and seminars to high-
light the plights of Kashmaris and
human rights violations by the its
forces. He said that council would
also organize programs in future
as well. — APP
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Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 0334-5421812

Airlines
TurkishAirlines...... 8494949

P

Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20

Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi 9270601-20
Enquiry
Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIA Cargo..... ...9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA ..o 9281092

Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

a2 "
PR
i o
Departments
CDA.....cuvvveen. 9221334-43
CDA.....couuveee. 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6
RDA...cooveveeeeeen. 5555864
TMA....eeeeeeeeeeens 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3

O

Complaints

Water Tanker Service
E-7,F-10 & F-11......9204654
G-5,G-6,G-7,G-8....9203883

G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12,
H8uooeeeieieene 9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Islamabad
Metropolitan
Corporation........... 9209224

Potohar Town......... 9209224
....b773343

Rawal Town

Wasa Water Tank

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125
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CEO Murree Brewery Company presented a souvenir of Oldest Brewery in the Indo-Pak. — DNA

RAWALPINDI: Tapas Adhikari Ambassdor of Nepal in Pakistan visited Murree Brewery Company. Mr. Isphanyar Bhandara
J

PMC

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Med-
ical and Dental Council,
in an urgent response to
concerns of dental colleg-
es over low rates of admis-
sions, has granted a special
10-day window from Febru-
ary 1 (Tuesday) for dental
colleges. According to Pa-
kistan Medical Commis-
sion (PMC), this window is
only for dental colleges to
complete their admissions
while also allowing them to
consider students who may
have applied to other colleg-
es and are now interested
in obtaining admission to a
different dental college.

It added, over the past

grants 10-day window for
dental colleges’ admissions

The commission noted that lowering of standards is simply not an option as
the same would represent allowing ultimately a lower quality output in
terms of graduates who are to become tomorrow’s doctors and dentists

weeks, representatives from
medical and dental colleges
especially from Punjab met
with the President and the
Vice President of the PMC
to discuss the extremely low
response by students for ad-
mission to dental colleges.
This was also followed by
written requests to look into
the matter, it said.
Suggestions made by the
colleges included lowering
the MDCAT pass standards
as well as granting an ad-
ditional one month for ad-
missions. The facts provid-
ed by the dental colleges
highlighted that very few
students applied to dental
colleges to start with and
even fewer accepted of-
fers for admission.

The majority of the colleg-
es agreed with the com-
mission’s finding that the
increased fee for dental
colleges coupled with a
limited career option after
graduation led to the stu-
dents making an informed
choice and these factors
were seen by them as a de-
terrent to selecting dental
education as a choice.

The commission pointed
out that the market forc-
es are determining the
demand for not only the
choice of education but also
the colleges that students
seek to aspire to. The com-
mission noted that lowering
of standards is simply not
an option as the same would
represent allowing ultimate-

ly a lower quality output
in terms of graduates who
are to become tomorrow’s
doctors and dentists.

The commission also point-
ed out that the primary ob-
jective is to ensure students
with the capacity and capa-
bility to undergo the rigor-
ous of a medical and dental
program are admitted to the
limited seats in medical/den-
tal colleges. It said that it is
not the mandate of the com-
mission to forcibly ensure all
seats are filled in a private
college. It is for the private
colleges to provide the qual-
ity of education and value in
training which would attract
students to compete for a
seat in the institution.

The commission also noted

that the decline in response
to dental education had
commenced a year ago as
it was seen mainly in dental
colleges in Sindh and this
has now extended to dental
colleges in Punjab and Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa.

However, to provide max-
imum relief to the dental
colleges, the matter was
placed before the Medical
and Dental Council by the
President PMC and the
Council decided the excep-
tions for dental colleges as
MBBS admissions will close
on January 31st, 2022. Only
admissions of students with
delayed results will be al-
lowed till February 10.

It was also allowed that
BDS colleges may, howev-

er, continue their regular
admissions on vacant seats
till February 10, 2022, in-
cluding admission of stu-
dents with delayed results.
Dental colleges between
February 1st and February
10th, 2022 may entertain
admission of students, sub-
ject to merit, who may have
applied to other medical or
dental colleges but not the
offering college itself.

It said that the exemptions
are provided in response
to requests received from
multiple dental colleges to
the reduced response to
admissions. However, no
admissions beyond Feb-
ruary 10, 2022 will be en-
tertained by any public or
private college.

HEC announces

Phase-II of IPFP
program

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Higher Ed-
ucation Commission (HEC)
has announced Interim Place-
ment of Fresh PhDs (IPFP)
Phase II(Batch III) 2022 for
Pakistani/AJK nationals. Ac-
cording to Assistant Director
National Academy of Higher
Education (NAHE), Sohail
Raza Mangi, the applications
are invited for IPFP pro-
gramme in all areas of study/
disciplines under the IPFP

Phase-1l (Batch-II).
Through the IPFP pro-
gramme, HEC creates an

opportunity for fresh PhDs to
obtain academic experience
and mentorship for one year
in the higher education insti-
tutions (HEIs), federal/pro-
vincial government postgrad-
uate colleges or public sector
R&D organisations offering

degree programmes, prior
to their formal entry into the
academic job market. The
candidates should have 40
year of maximum age limit on
the closing date, while he/she
must hold a PhD degree
from an HEC-recognised
university (Pakistani or
foreign) completed within
the two years preceding
the advertisement.

The candidates should
have published at least two
research publications in
HEC recognised or indexed
journals Individuals holding
regular faculty positions
are not eligible. However,
those holding irregular or
contract positions (or oth-
er sub-optimal jobs) in uni-
versities or elsewhere may
apply, and if selected, will
have to resign and submit
a clearance certificate from
their previous employer.

146 new
positive cases
reported

DNA

RAWALPINDI: As many
as 146 more were tested
positive for fatal corona-
virus during the last 24
hours, raising the tally of
confirmed cases to 44,239
in the Rawalpindi district,
while three persons lost
their battle of life against
the deadly virus.

As per the latest data
released by the District
Health Authority here Mon-
day, the total infected cases
included 41,004 from Rawal-
pindi and 3235 from outside
districts. Among the new
patients, 47 belonged to the
Rawalpindi Cantonment, 33
from Potohar town, 31 from
Rawal town, 13 from Taxila,
five from Gujjar Khan, four
from AJK, three from At-
tock and Kallar Syeda, two
from Islamabad and Kahut-
ta while one of each case
has arrived from Abbot-
tabad, Khushab and Gilgit.

11 years imprisonment
awarded on corruption

ISLAMABAD: The Account-
ability Court, Karachi on
Monday awarded 7 years
rigorous imprisonment and
Rs 1.77 billion fine to ac-
cused Muhammad Jamil An-
sari and Muhammad Ajmal
Ansari due vigorous prose-
cution of NAB Karachi.

The fine would be equally
distributed on both accused
Ahmed Jamil Ansari and
Muhammad Ajmal Ansari.
NAB Karachi had filed ref-
erence No.3/2012 (State Vs

Ahmed Jamil Ansari & Oth-
ers) against accused Ahmed
Jamil Ansari, Muhammad
Ajmal Ansari and Hasan Ja-
mil Ansari in the Accounta-
bility Court No. IV, Karachi
on the allegations of cheat-
ing public at large.

In another case, the Ac-
countability Court, No. 1,
Karachi awarded 4 years
rigorous imprisonment and
Rs.10 million fine to anoth-
er accused Habib Ahmed
Khan. NAB Karachi re-

ceived a complaint against
accused Habib Ahmed
Khan, Ex-Office Superin-
tendent, Finance Depart-
ment, Karachi Port Trust
from the Ministry of Com-
munication & Railways.
Accused Habib Khan sub-
mitted the forged bills in
the name of five of his fake
companies and presented
781 managed bills of Rs.
8.85 million which were
later withdrawn by him
fraudulently. - APP

" Govt notifies transfers, |

postings of officers

ISLAMABAD: The federal govt on Monday notified transfers and postings of high-ranking
officers. According to a notification issued by Establishment Division, Khalida Bashir, a BS-
20 officer of Secretariat Group, presently at the disposal of SPP, under Section 10 of the Civil
Servants Act, 1973, is transferred and posted as DG, STI, under Establishment Division,
under Section 10 of the Civil Servants Act, 1973, for a period of two years, with immediate
effect and until further orders. While, Muhammad Ali, a BS-19 officer of Pakistan Adminis-
trative Service, presently posted under Govt of the Punjab, is transferred and directed to

\ report to Establishment Division, with immediate effect and until further orders. - DNA W,

I
\

ISLAMABAD: SAPM on Youth Affairs Usman Dar in a meeting
with Finance Minister Shaukat Tareen. — DNA

WASA'’s cleanliness
campaign in full swing

RAWALPINDI: On the directions of Chief Minister Pun-
jab Sardar Usman Buzdar, special cleanliness campaign
launched by Water and Sanitation Agency (WASA) is in
full-swing to make the city neat and clean.

Managing Director, WASA Raja Shoukat Mehmood ap-
pealed to the citizens to come forward and play a role
to make the campaign as a success. The citizens should
cooperate with the sanitation staff to keep the city clean,
he said and urged the residents to throw garbage in waste
containers and avoid dumping it on roads, drains and
open plots. He said that solid waste and garbage should
not be thrown in sewerage lines and nullahs.

The MD informed that the civic body had covered open
manholes while the sewerage lines were being cleared
and the sanitation staff of WASA was removing garbage
from sewerage lines and nullahs, utilizing heavy machin-
ery including jetting and sucker machines.

The staff was also completing the task manually in
narrow streets of the city, he added.The civic body
had started the work from Satellite Town C-Block,
Commercial Market, he said. MD WASA further said
that they were working to complete the cleanliness
task as per the vision of Chief Minister Punjab Sar-
dar Usman Buzdar.He informed that the agency had
already covered all the manholes in the city areas.
Raja Shoukat informed that WASA was also provid-
ing drinking water to the residents in different city
areas through water bowzers. — APP

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Chairman
Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) met with
Naveed Iftikhar, renowned
urban policy expert. Of-
ficers of Engineering Wing
also attended the meeting.
CDA intends to explore
more options for making Is-
lamabad pedestrian friendly
and in this endeavor the con-
sultative session was held
with Dr. Naveed Iftikhar.
There is a need for better
signposting and awareness
campaigns alongwith evalu-
ation of pedestrian needs,
Dr. Iftikhar emphasized dur-
ing the meeting. He offered
to assist CDA in planning
and advocacy of pedestrian
friendly and environmental-
ly friendly initiatives.
During the meeting it was
discussed that CDA which
has already decided to com-
plete foot paths across Is-
lamabad will eventually de-
velop a pedestrian map for
residents. Implementation
of paid parking to come up
along with introduction of
buses which are scheduled
for end of March.

Such exchange of ideas, the
chairman said ,is essential
for a public sensitive policy
formulation by CDA.

- 1,372
citizens get

fine tickets

ISLAMABAD:  Islamabad
Traffic Police (ITP) issued
1,372 fine tickets to road us-
ers over violation of traffic
signals during the month of
January, a police spokesman
said on Monday.

Following directions of IGP
Islamabad Muhammad Ah-
san Younis, he said a spe-
cial campaign underway to
check road violations while
various squads headed by
Senior Superintendent of
Police (Traffic) Mazhar
Igbal  were performing
duties at main roads of
the city and taking action
against the violators.

The Senior Superintendent
of Police (Traffic), he said
had said that efforts afoot to
ensure disciplinary traffic
system in the city.

He said Islamabad Traf-
fic Police personnel have
been directed to ensure
implementation on traffic
rules and regulation irre-
spective of status and rank,
demonstrate patience and
politeness while issuing
traffic violation tickets to
the road users.

He said Islamabad Traf-
fic Police was utilizing all
available resources to fa-
cilitate the general public.
The force issues traffic
violation tickets not as a
punitive measure but the
purpose was to ensure
safe road environment in
the Capital and secure the
lives of the people.

“The SSP (Traffic) ap-
pealed the motorists to
cooperate with Islamabad
Traffic Police in maintain-
ing traffic discipline in
the city” , said spokesman
while quoting SSP. - APP

IRSA releases

42931
cusecs water

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Indus Riv-
er System Authority

(IRSA) Monday released
42931cusecs water from
various rim stations with in-
flow of 46482 cusecs.
According to the data
released by Indus River
System Authority, water
level in the Indus River at
Tarbela Dam was 1447.96
feet, which was 55.96 feet
higher than its dead level
1392 feet. Water inflow and
outflow in the dam was re-
corded as16000 and 20000
cusecs respectively.

The water level in the
Jhelum River at Mangla
Dam was 1141.20 feet,
which was 91.02 feet high-
er than its dead level of
1050 feet whereas the in-
flow and outflow of water
was recorded 7666 and
115 cusecs respectively.
The release of water at
Kalabagh, Taunsa and
Sukkur was recorded as
30726, 28964 and 19870
cusecs respectively.
Similarly, from the Kabul
River a total of 7200 cusecs
of water was released at
Nowshera and 15616 cusecs
released from the Chenab
River at Marala.
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Pakistan's
exports to
Germany
increase

ISLAMABAD:  Pakistan’s
exports of goods and ser-
vices to Germany has
witnessed an increase of
15.40 percent during the
six months of financial year
(2021-22) as compared to
the corresponding period
of last year, State Bank of
Pakistan (SBP) reported.
The overall exports to
Germany were recorded
at $864.183 million during
July-December  (2021-22)
against exports of $748.794
million during July- Decem-
ber (2020-21), showing
growth of 15.40 percent,
SBP data revealed.
Meanwhile, on year-onyear
basis, the exports to Germany
during December 2021 also
increased by 29.81 percent,
from $133.250 million against
the exports of $172.980 mil-
lion. On month-on-month
basis, the exports to rose by
11.61 percent during Decem-
ber 2021 as compared to the
exports of $154.976 million
in November 2021, the SBP
data revealed.

Overall Pakistan’s exports
to all countries witnessed
an increase of 28.96 percent
in six months, from $11.814
billion to $15.236 billion,
the SBP data revealed.

On the other hand, the im-
ports from Germany into
the country during the pe-
riod under review were re-
corded at $626.954 million
against $502.622 million
last year, showing increase
of 24.73 percent in six
months of this year. - APP

SEAD
announces
Contest
for space

enthusiasts

ISLAMABAD: Space Edu-
cation and Awareness Drive
(SEAD) has announced an
Astrophotography Contest
titled “Capturing the Mar-
vel of the Night Sky” for the
space enthusiasts.
According to an official of
SEAD, the Glory of the
Night Sky is mesmerizing
during the long winter nights
and serves as a treat to the
eyes of astrophotographers
at this time everywhere. To
participate in the contest,
the astrophotographers can
send their geo-tagged Astro
images at manager.sead@
gmail.com along with men-
tioning their name, address
and cell numbers in the
email with their entries.

The last date for the submis-
sion of entries is February 5
after which any submission
will not be entertained, the
official informed. Space Edu-
cation and Awareness Drive
(SEAD) www.sead.pk is a
dedicated website under the
ambit of SUPARCO’s Space
Education and Awareness
Programme to enthuse stu-
dents and general public
through activities, competi-
tions, space news etc. — APP

Pak textile
exports to
surge as
orders move

from rivals

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to
Prime Minister on Com-
merce, Abdul RazakDawood
said that Pakistan’s textile
sector is bringing cheer to
its flailing economy, with ex-
ports set to swell to a record
after gaining an edge over
South Asian rivals during
the pandemic.

In an interview to interna-
tional news agency he said
textile exports are poised to
surge 40% from a year earli-
er to a record $21 billion in
the 12 months ending June.
He predicted that figure would
expand to $26 billion in the
next fiscal year, surpassing the
nation’s total exports last year,
he said. The textiles industry
- which supplies everything
from denim jeans to towels for
buyers in the U.S. and Europe
- is one of the country’s few
economic bright spots. Tex-
tiles amount to about 60% of
Pakistan’s total exports and
the nation allowed its factories
to open ahead of India and
Bangladesh when the pan-
demic first emerged in 2020,
drawing orders from global
brands including Target Corp.
and Hanesbrands Inc. “A lot of
orders actually were shifted
from Bangladesh and India to
Pakistan” during the pandem-
ic, said Dawood.

“The other good thing that’s
happening is we are now
becoming competitive with
Bangladesh. Three, four
years ago, Bangladesh was
really beating us.” - APP

“COMSTECH-CCoE Yemen
Programme” to be launched

The ICCBS has offered 15-20 fellowships, whereas 15 fellowships have been

offered by The University of Lahore

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Am-
bassador of Yemen, H. E.
Mohammed MotaharAlash-
abi called on Coordinator
General COMSTECH, H.
E. Prof. Dr. M. Igbal Choud-
hary at COMSTECH secre-
tariat. Both the dignitaries
discussed avenues of mutu-
al interest and cooperation.
During the meeting it was
agreed upon that COMS-
TECH in collaboration with
the Embassy of the Republic
of Yemen in Islamabad will
launch “COMSTECH-CCoE
Yemen Programme” for the
capacity building of Yemeni
scientists.

H. E. Mohammed Mota-
harAlashabi, welcomed
the offer of Coordinator
General COMSTECH to
start this capacity build-

ing programme for Yemeni
nationals and offered full
support to this initiative

]

| .

from the Embassy of the
Republic of Yemen.
COMSTECH-CCoE Yemen

Programme includes 50 fel-
lowships for Yemeni nation-
als. These fellowships are

being offered by member
institutions of COMSTECH
Consortium of Excellence

and Health Services Academy Islamabad each

(CCoE): International
Center for Chemical and Bi-
ological Sciences (ICCBS)
(University of Karachi),
The University of Lahore,
Lahore, and Health Servic-
es Academy (HSA), Islama-
bad. The ICCBS has offered
15-20 fellowships, whereas
15 fellowships have been
offered by The University of
Lahore and Health Services
Academy Islamabad each.
Yemeni nationals holding
Masters, PhD and Postdoc
degree or currently en-
rolled at these levels are
eligible to apply for these
fellowships.

The objective of this pro-
gramme is to provide high
quality state-of-the-art
training to Yemeni nation-
als so that they can serve
their nation, as well as
train and prepare young
generation for future.

urbanization trends.

Master plans of 80
major cities to be

completed by 2022

“The Punjab govt as per PM Imran
vision of vertical expansion has
already banned use of farmland for
new housing. It is now conditioned
with the approval of the provincial
cabinet’s approval which is an
uphill task,” Amin informed

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to the Prime Minister
(SAPM) on Climate Change Malik Amin Aslam on Mon-
day said the master plans of 80 major urban centers were
underway that would be completed by the end of 2022 to
clearly demarcate limits of cities expanding rapidly.

The SAPM while commenting on the unbridled sprawling
of the cities without proper planning and management
told APP that there was no master plan of any city before
the establishment of the federal capital of Islamabad.
Amin said the present government of Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf (PTI) under the leadership of Prime Minister Imran
Khan has taken the initiative to set a positive direction of
the fast developing cities across the country.

He said the master plans were direly needed to pro-
tect the arable land under threat of greedy builders and
housing societies’ owners. “The Punjab government as
per Prime Minister Imran Khan’s vision of vertical ex-
pansion has already banned use of farmland for new
housing. It is now conditioned with the approval of the
provincial cabinet’s approval which is an uphill task,”
Amin informed. The SAPM noted that the similar plan
was being replicated in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

To a question, he said the master plan of Islamabad
was developed back in 1960 and it required moder-
ation and review as per the recent population and
He mentioned that there was
need to ensure strict compliance of the master plans
of the urban centers to ensure a sustainable and liv-
able cities for the coming generations amid surging
phenomenon of climate change.

Govt bringing
legal reforms
in Parliament:

Babar Awan

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to the
Prime Minister on Parliamen-
tary Affairs Dr. Babar Awan
on Monday said that the gov-
ernment was bringing legal
reforms in the Parliament.
Talking to media persons, he
said because of the effective
accountability system in the
country, the former prime
minister is absconder.

He said the judicial reforms
were an important require-
ment of the time. The gov-
ernment wouldn’t tolerate
any interference in the
independence of judiciary,
he added. The adviser said
the world's largest institu-
tions were praising to the
fact that with the facility of
Health Card, every citizen
of the country can avail the
facility of medical treatment
up to Rs. 1 million without
any discrimination.

This was the real change that
has been brought about by
the PTI government led by
Prime Minister Imran Khan.
Baber Awan said it was un-
fortunate that the people did
not have access to justice.
In this regard, the present
government has done four
major things. Through the
web portal, the prime min-
ister redeemed the lands of
overseas Pakistanis and ad-
dressed the issues of poor
and widows. - APP

World should force

India to stop killing
of Kashmiris: Mushaal

ISLAMABAD: Chairperson
of Peace and Culture Organ-
ization, Mushaal Hussein
Mullick here on Monday
said that the internation-
al community and world
powers should force the
brutal India to stop the
killing spree in IIOJK and
ensure resolution of the
Kashmir dispute as per
the UN resolutions.

Talking to APP Mushaal
said that around one mil-
lion Indian occupying forc-
es have detained 8 million
Kashmiris and turned the
occupied territory into one
of the largest open prisons
in the world. She said that
despite facing the worst
form of Indian state ter-
rorism, the people of oc-
cupied valley have always
shown extraordinary cour-
age, strength and resil-
ience, adding that fascist
India cannot break their
will by using brutal force.
“I salute our Kashmiri
mothers, sisters, elders
and brothers for their sac-
rifices and their invincible
spirit in fight for their jus-
tice and birth right of right
to self-determination,” she
added. Said that India is
not a democratic state but

a terrorist country as its
troops are involved in geno-
cide and ethnic cleansing of
innocent Kashmiri people.
She said that Indian forces
landed in Srinagar and ille-
gally occupied and subjugat-
ed the people of Jammu and
Kashmir in clear violation
of international law and hu-
manitarian principles.

Mushaal said that Indian
barbaric forces unleashed
a wave of state terrorism
in Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir
(ITOJK), who used all bru-
tal tactics to silence the
dissenting voices in the

occupied valley.
The hurriyat leader said
that India portrays her-
self as champion of human
rights, whereas, minorities
and non-Hindu communi-
ties living in India are per-
secuted by RSS backed fas-
cist Modi government. The
chairperson lamented that
due to the world’s apathy
and inaction to stop Indian
forces for committing war
crimes, the Hindutva re-
gime further emboldened
and resorted to change the
demography of Kashmir by
bringing settlers from other
parts of India. - APP

“

Tnstitne of Regional Studies ‘

Tslaabadd

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi in a meeting
with Board of Governors of Institute of Regional Studies. — DNA

Murree Incident:
Travel advisory, weather
alerts went unheeded

ISLAMABAD: Murree tragedy, in which over 20 people
had lost their lives earlier this month, was caused by many
reasons including maladministration, however, a less talked
about reason was public not following the travel advisory,
weather alert and making abrupt plans to visit the snowy
mountains. Although, the official website of Pakistan Mete-
orological department (MET) had issued a monthly weather
outlook for the month of January quoting, “Overall, a ten-
dency for ‘above normal’ precipitation is predicted over

most parts of the country”.

The Met Office had also issued an alert on Jan 5 that heavy
snow storm may cause road closures in Murree, Galiyat,
Nathiagali, Kaghan, Naran and other areas from Jan 6 to Jan 9
afternoon. “All authorities concerned are particularly advised
to remain ‘alert’ during the forecast period,” the Met Office
had stated. Seeking travel advisory before making travel plans
in severe weather conditions has almost been a non-practice
in the country that causes distress and sometimes puts the
tourists in dangerous situations. A tourist from Lahore Ha-
roon Ali who had returned from the Bharahkoh check point
with his family told this scribe that they did not know about
the travel advisory as they did not bother to check the weath-
er alert on the PMD website before departure. - APP

Shakeel Munir, President, Islamabad Chamber of Commerce and Industry said that advanced
countries have achieved fast economic growth by developing strong industry-academia
linkages and Pakistan has to adopt the same approach to accelerate its economic growth

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The

Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try (ICCI) in collaboration with
the Higher Education Commis-
sion (HEC) organized a roundta-
ble to strengthen the academia-in-
dustry linkages. Rectors, Deans,

the industry’s reliance on academ-
ia for applied research to enhance
industrial productivity and pro-
duce demand-driven students for
industry. It was highlighted that
HEC should further encourage
universities to adopt its already
approved 3+1 academic criteri-
on to enable students to spend 3
years in universities and one year

Directors and other representa-

tives of various universities includ-
ing Nust, Comsats, Bahria, Fast,
Quaid-e-Azam, Ripha, Foundation,
Institute of Space Technology, Sz-
abist, Cust, IIUI, National Skilled
University, Pieas, Federal Urdu
and Air University and represent-
atives of various local industries
participated in the roundtable.

The representatives of both sides
discussed short, medium and long-
term goals to improve academ-
ia-industry linkages. They also
discussed the key challenges that
should be addressed to improve
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in industries for degrees in order
to provide them practical experi-
ence of industrial functions.

Speaking at the occasion, Dr.
ShaistaSohail, Executive Director,
HEC said that HEC has started
a series of interactive meetings
with Chambers of Commerce &
Industry to improve academia-in-
dustry linkages that would help

tailor the research initiatives of
universities to solve the industri-
al problems and produce skilled
human resource for industry that
would ultimately improve econom-
ic growth of the country. She also
gave a presentation about the vari-
ous grants being provided by HEC
to universities for research initia-
tives for the benefit of industry.

Dr. Akram Sheikh, Member HEC
said that the government was fo-
cusing on promoting the knowl-
edge economy and the only best
option to achieve this goal was to
bridge the gap between academia
and industries. He said that 25
percent of the country was being
lost due to industrial wastage and
stressed that universities and in-

dustries should work together to

plug this wastage and improve
GDP growth. Shakeel
President, Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry said that
advanced countries have achieved
fast economic growth by developing
strong industry-academia linkages
and Pakistan has to adopt the same
approach to accelerate its econom-
ic growth. He also highlighted the
importance of giving representa-
tion to Chambers of Commerce &
Industry in Boards of Universities
and Academic Councils to improve
academia-industry linkages.

Munir,

NPO to
organize
training
on ‘Cyber
Security’

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The National
Productivity =~ Organization
(NPO) would organize a
webinar on “Cyber Security
Basic Essential Skills” on
February 03. The cyber se-
curity training course is the
practice of defending com-
puters, servers, mobile ser-
vices, electronic systems,
networks, and data from ma-
licious attacks, according to
the NPO document.

The workshop was focusing
on definition, key terms,
concepts in the field of cy-
ber security, identifying and
distinguishing cyber threats
and protection, able to learn
concepts topic wise and en-
riching your knowledge in
the field you are looking or,
exploring the cyber risk man-
agement and understanding
the concept by answering a
basic question. The program
will consist of presentations,
virtual group discussions, ex-
ercises, and activities.

The program has been de-
signed for those who start a
career in cyber security, infor-
mation security, security an-
alyst position, everyone who
wants to learn how to stay safe
online in this digital era, who
wants to enrich knowledge in
the field of cyber security,
applying for certificate like
CEH, Comp TIA security,
and NSA or equivalent ones.

Kharian-
Rawalpindi
Motorway

to open new

avenues

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Information and Broadcast-
ing Chaudhry FawadHussain
said on Monday said that
Kharian-Rawalpindi Motor-
way to be built under public
private partnership model
would open news avenues of
development for Northern
and Central Punjab.

In a tweet, he said that the
people living in 42 National
Assembly  constituencies
will benefit from this pro-
ject. The minister said that
after opening of this motor-
way distance between La-
hore and Islamabad will be
reduced by 100 km. - APP

PM Khan
stirs world
community’s

conscience

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Communications and Post-
al Services Murad Saeed
Monday said Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan exposed
the organized propaganda
campaign to link Islam with
terrorism rather stirred the
dead conscience of the world
at various global foras.

The minister released vide-
os of Prime Minister Imran
Khan's speeches against Is-
lamophobia on international
forums on his official Twitter
handle. In his statement is-
sued here on Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau and
Russian President Putin’s
joining Imran Khan’s voice
against Islamophobia, the
minister said that as Imran
Khan became the Prime Min-
ister, he raised voice against
Islamophobia at the interna-
tional forums. He said that
the world witnessed the mo-
ment, when the message of
Islam resounded at the Unit-
ed Nations’ general assembly
session. He said, Imran Khan
informed the world about the
agony and pain of Muslims
being inflicted in the name of
freedom of expression.
Murad said that Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan also wrote
letters to the United Na-
tions, the World Economic
Forum and the OIC to take
steps for stemming Islamo-
phobia. He said that Prime
Minister Imran Khan also
contacted world Islamic
leaders, including Turkish
President RaccipTayyabEr-
dogan and Malaysian Prime
Minister Mahathir Moham-
ad, to convey the true mes-
sage of Islam and to counter
propaganda against Islam.
The minister added that
global voices were rising
against Islamophobia in
the world today, after Rus-
sian President Putin and
Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau’s statements
against Islamophobia.

He said that today the world
listened to Imran Khan's
speeches as he emerged
as the leader of the Islamic
world. Muread Saeed said,
Today, the whole country
is asking why the political
clerics and so-called liberal
politicians were silent when
Islam is being linked to ter-
rorism through an organ-
ized campaign. - APP



New anti-harassment law

EARLY twelve years ago, Pakistan passed a law titled the

“Protection against Harassment of Women in the Work-

place Act”, which largely proved to be weak and insuffi-
cient in protecting women from all spheres from workplace har-
assment. After a whole decade, the parliament, recognising the
shortcomings in the previous law, and on the basis of Supreme
Court judgements which identified the 2010 law as lacklustre, has
passed a law that significantly strengthens protections for women
in the workplace against violence and harassment.
This is a big victory. The law, titled the Protection against Harass-
ment of Women at the Workplace (Amendment) Bill, 2022” includes
some ground-breaking provisions that could transform the way soci-
ety and the justice system see harassment. Firstly, the new law ex-
pands on the definition of harassment from merely harassment of
a sexual nature, to include “discrimination on the basis of gender”,
whether it is sexual in nature at all, inflicted upon any man, woman or
gender minority. This change in the scope of the meaning of the word
harassment appears to be influenced by the Supreme Court decision
in “Nadia Naz v President of Islamic Republic of Pakistan & Others”,
where the court stated that conduct that is rooted in gender-based
discrimination and creates an abusive and hostile work enviro-nment
should also be considered harassment.
This change was highly necessary considering several accused es-
caped the brunt of the law based on the reasoning that their harass-
ment was not strictly of a sexual nature, seizing on the loophole that
the scope of “sexualised” harassment itself was a nuanced question.
Another major change that the new law brings is expanding the defi-
nition of “employee” and “workplace”. Under the previous law, free-
lancers, performers, artists, entertainers, sportspersons, students,
domestic workers, intern trainees or apprentices working with or with-
out pay had no recourse if they experienced harassment at the work-
place. This is highly relevant especially in Pakistan where workplaces
use the excuse of contractual employees to deny being subject to legal
requirements. Under the previous law, there was a limited scope of
employees who could seek recourse. The more people can legally ben-
efit from the new law, the more cases of harassment will be reported,
and more jurisprudence on this crime will inevitably develop.
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Covid-19 persist

HE roaring fifth wave continues uninterrupted in Paki-

stan as 7978 new cases were reported within the last 24

hours. This has pushed the positivity ratio to 12.49 per-
cent which is worrisome when considering it had declined a few
points previously. What can be taken away from such statistics
is the fact that simple precautions are not being taken by the
public which has bought the false sense of security that comes
with the inaccurate claim of Omicron being mild. Against all
hopes, it seems as though the country will have to ride the fifth
wave for a longer period of time if this continues.
According to new data released in the Swiss region, the high-
est concentration of deaths owing to Omicron was amongst
the unvaccinated sections of society. The fully vaccinated fol-
lowed them and those who had received their booster were
the most protected. There is an important lesson to take
away from this; vaccination will not prevent transmission but
it will improve your chances for survival.
The government must emphasise the importance of observing
basic protocols like wearing a mask, practicing social distancing
and refraining from congregating while the vaccination cam-
paign is being expanded to cover each member of society. The
people must be reminded what is at stake so that they adhere
to such steps and protect themselves. There should be no tol-
erance for failing to follow the code of conduct during a global
pandemic and when so many lives are at stake.
The medical community, and all state authorities, must also
work toward correcting the perception that Omicron is noth-
ing but a mild case of the flu. Recent research has shown
that it causes long-term lung damage, still causes fatalities
and has virtually no lasting immunity against reinfections.
This is on top of the fact that its transmission is still a mas-
sive burden on the healthcare system. There should be no
undermining the virus. It is still relatively new and there is
much to be learnt about it still.

Gandhi’s murder: Debate rages

The Pakistan potrayal

in Afghan peace

still over Hindutva ideology role

Ruben Banerjee

Godse and another
accused, Narayan Apte,
were hanged while six
others were sentenced

to life in prison the

following year

HILE two new books offer oppos-
ing views on the role of the far-
right RSS in the assassination of

the spiritual and political leader, Hindutva
ideology remains a common thread.

January 30 this year will mark the 74th anniver-
sary of the assassination of Mohandas Karam-
chand Gandhi. It was in the evening of that day
in 1948 that Gandhi - better known as the Ma-
hatma - was felled by the bullets of an assassin,
as the unrivalled global icon of non-violence
walked towards a prayer meeting.

Though stunned by the violent act that
shocked the world, justice followed swiftly.
The assassin — Nathuram Vinayak Godse, a
38-year-old member of the right-wing Hindu
Mahasabha political party — was tried, to-
gether with several of his accomplices.
Godse and another accused, Narayan Apte,
were hanged while six others were sen-
tenced to life in prison the following year.
Despite the quick punishments, specula-
tion never really ended over whether the far
rightwing Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS) - considered to be the spiritual foun-
tainhead of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) - had any role
in the killing.

Sustained interest in the subject has contin-
ued due to the many similarities between the
Hindu Mahasabha and the RSS.

Both right-wing and pro-Hindutva, the two
are driven by the prime objective of estab-
lishing the primacy of Hindus in India, where
non-Hindus constitute around 20 percent of
the population. Godse, who killed Gandhi
for reportedly being pro-Muslim and soft on

the then newly-created Pakistan, was in fact
a member of the RSS before he took up a
membership with the Hindu Mahasabha.
The close ties stoked popular suspicion about
the involvement of the RSS, and the organi-
sation was banned in the wake of Gandhi’s
death. However, no direct links between the
group and the murder were ever established
and the ban was lifted after a year.

But the debate over the RSS’ role in the kill-
ing has nevertheless continued.

It has only become louder and more divisive
since Modi - a life-time member of the RSS
- became the prime minister.

Opponents of the prime minister often bring
up Gandhi’s murder to embarrass the ruling
party. A couple of years ago, opposition par-
ty Congress leader Rahul Gandhi, kicked up
a storm by publicly accusing the RSS of be-
ing behind Gandhi’s killing.

Now, the debate has grown even more in-
tense with the publication of two new books.
Interestingly, the books — one titled “Gandhi’s
Assassin: The Making of Nathuram Godse and
His Idea of India,” and the other “The Murder-
er, The Monarch and The Fakir” — have taken
diametrically opposing views, stoking further
speculation rather than settling the dispute.
Contrary to what Godse himself had said dur-
ing his trial, Dhirendra K Jha, the author of
“Gandhi’s Assassin,” contends that Godse had
never really quit the RSS even after he had
joined the Hindu Mahasabha.

Having trawled through archives, Jha argues
that the two organisations had “close con-
nections and sometimes even overlapping
membership” - an arrangement that was
only discontinued after Gandhi’s killing.
According to Jha, Godse was a member of the
RSS while he was with the Hindu Mahasab-
ha. “Disassociating [the] RSS from Gandhi’s
assassination is a fabrication of history,” he
argued in his book.

The book’s claim is certainly an embarrass-
ment for both the BJP and the RSS, as for a
long time their leaders have tried their best
to deny any links with Godse or the murder.
Though the emboldened pro-Hindutva leaders
do not mind sounding anti-Muslim in their ut-
terances - one actually hailed Godse as a pa-
triot - they hate the very thought of having to

carry the baggage of Gandhi’'s murder. They
fear that being linked to the killing of someone
considered the “Father of the Nation” would
be politically inconvenient and morally indefen-
sible. As proof of their innocence, however,
they could cite the second book, “The Mur-
derer, The Monarch and The Fakir.”
Its co-authors — Appu Esthose Suresh and
Priyanka Kotamraju - have argued the oppo-
site of that of “Gandhi’s Assassin”.
According to them, the RSS was never a sus-
pect in Gandhi’s killing, contrary to popular
perception. Celebrated as a freedom fighter,
his framed photographs adorn the offices and
homes of current top BJP functionaries. How-
ever, critics say that he spread communal ha-
tred and was also a coward, having repeatedly
begged the British to free him from jail.
In the months following Gandhi’s assas-
sination, Savarkar was arrested and tried
alongside Godse and others. He was freed
for want of conclusive evidence. However,
in their book, Suresh and Kotamraju claim
to have unearthed new evidence. According
to them, Godse did not act alone and there
were co-conspirators that included Savarkar.
The authors have cited the date and the
passenger manifest to show that Godse
and Savarkar travelled together by air from
Mumbai to Delhi months before the murder
was carried out.
Once in the capital city, they met with oth-
ers known to have been involved - such as
Narayan Apte. It was supposedly the “meet-
ing of minds” where the plan to kill Gandhi
was hatched.
A probe - the Jeevan Lal Kapur Commission
of Inquiry - that was ordered by the Indian
government in later years had also pointed
to Savarkar’s role in the assassination.
But by the time the inquiry findings were
made public in 1969, Savarkar had been
dead for three years and no action was taken.
It is unlikely that the revelations in the two
books — however contradictory — will prompt
the Indian government to order fresh inquiries.
But what they do prove is that the speculation
over who conspired to kill Gandhi has survived,
just as the Mahatma’s rich legacy has.
Both are seemingly immortal.

—Courtesy: TRT World

Islamophobia likely to cost UK
Tories at the ballot box

Zaid M. Belbagi

o

Nusrat Ghani, a former
transport undersecretary,
spoke out about her
dismissal in 2020 being
down to her alleged
“Muslimness” and that
her faith “made colleagues
feel uncomfortable”

an of the UK’s Conservative Party,
Amanda Milling, Prime Minister Boris
Johnson and the leaders of the party in both
Houses of Parliament with regards to Islam-
ophobia in the Tory party.
Following the Equality and Human Rights

E N May 2020, I wrote to then-chairwom-

Commission’s decision not to investigate alle-
gations of Islamophobia, I sought to raise the
importance of the party seeking a compre-
hensive solution to an underlying prevalence
of racism within it. Unsurprisingly, the prime
minister did not respond, reflecting a casual
attitude toward racism against Muslims in the
party, which surfaced again last week. On Jan.
23, Nusrat Ghani, a former transport undersec-
retary, spoke out about her dismissal in 2020
being down to her alleged “Muslimness” and
that her faith “made colleagues feel uncom-
fortable.” Johnson has said he will launch an
inquiry into Ghani’s claims.

As a member of the executive of the Conserv-
ative Muslim Forum and a longterm party
member, what I wished to communicate to the
leadership was that the significant number of
allegations of Islamophobia within the party
warranted a thorough investigation and disci-
plinary action for those involved.

After much cajoling and assiduous follow-ups,
Milling did respond, assuring me that the party
“remains open to people of all backgrounds and
rejects abuse or discrimination on the basis of
someone’s race or religion.” I was encouraged
to learn that an independent investigation led
by former EHRC commissioner Swaran Singh
would look into all forms of prejudice and dis-
crimination and go some way to addressing this
issue. The prime minister, who has in the past
found himself in hot water owing to his com-
ments regarding Muslims, remained silent.

Singh’s report, published last year, found that
“anti-Muslim sentiment has been evidenced
at local association and individual levels,” but
thereafter focused on procedural matters
concerning the registration of complaints. It
stopped well short of tackling the high-profile
Islamophobic discourse of the likes of serving
minister Zac Goldsmith and Johnson, which in
many ways typified the futility of the exercise.
No. 10 spent the week trying to defuse the
row, claiming that the fact the prime minister
initially met with Ghani was a coup in itself.
Justice Secretary and Deputy Prime Minister
Dominic Raab again urged Ghani to make a
formal complaint to the party. Ghani, rightly,
reiterated that this would not be appropriate.
This has highlighted that a party supposedly
built on meritocratic principles has failed to
safeguard the integrity of its Muslim members
and, indeed, uphold the principles it supposed-
ly represents.
Certain important urban seats were only nar-
rowly won by the Conservatives in the last
election — constituencies where the Muslim
electorate is influential. More concerningly for
the party, surveys suggest that more than 80
percent of British Muslims voted for Labour in
2019, owing in great part to the unmistakable
whiff of Islamophobia with which the Conserv-
atives have become associated. Should the
party continue to harbor such sentiments, the
reckoning will be at the ballot box.
—Courtesy: Arab News
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Fatima Iftikhar

The two Islamic states
sharing the common
border, the largest

2240 Km forming
the Durand Line,
battled with mutual
skirmishes influenced
by India at East

HE Pakistan-Afghanistan histo-

ry dates back to the inception of

the two states bearing positions
in neighbourhood. The relation of the
two needs a scrutiny to comprehend
the on-going pattern of interconnec-
tion. Highlighting Pak-Afghan relations,
numerous frequently disregard the way
that the historical backdrop of Pakistan
and Afghanistan didn’t begin in 1979
when Pakistan equipped the Muja-
hideen to counter the Russian attack in
Afghanistan however traces all the way
back to the years prior to that as well.
Pakistan and Afghanistan have a set of
experiences from 1947, since the pre-
vious’ commencement, until 1979 also.
Truth be told, the long intermediary
battle of 26 years executed by Afghan-
istan in Pakistan advancing Pashtuni-
stan (1947-73) is one that many don’t
think about. Purposefully not recog-
nizing the pre-1979 history of Pakistan
and Afghanistan might be scholarly un-
trustworthiness on our part. For mind-
fulness, coming up next is a timetable
of activities taken by the Kabul system
from 1947 to 1979:
September 1947: Afghanistan turned
into the Lone nation to cast a ballot
against Pakistan’s enrollment in the
Unified Countries what was the United
Nations. The government of Pakistan
was delicate at that point while think-
ing about this incredibly unfriendly
start by Afghanistan. The newly born
state was in need to good bilataral re-
lations with it’s neighbouring countries
back then. Following that in 1947, the
Pashtunistan banner was raised close
by the Afghan public banner in Kabul.
Afghanistan began equipping and sub-
sidizing intermediaries in the boundary
regions (Afridi Sarishtas and Ipi Faqir)
for the ‘Freedom of Pashtunistan’. This
prompted engagements between Pak
powers and Afghan intermediaries.
The two Islamic states sharing the
common border, the largest 2240 Km
forming the Durand Line, battled with
mutual skirmishes influenced by India
at East. The struggle to be at peace has
been no less than a roller coaster for
the two. The period of 1947 till 1963
was regarded as afflicted with miscon-
ceptions as the claims on Pakistan’s
region particularly asserted under Du-
rand Line before it was deteriorated.
The subsequent confusion depended
on oneself accepted dread among Af-
ghan rulers that Pakistan’s endurance
and effective walk to a majority rule
arrangement of administration would
subvert the situation of the rulers in

Afghanistan.
Pakistan, which previously had an un-
dermining East proved unable envision
bearing the cost of another unfriendly
country on its West. It was uniquely
with the amicable relations with Af-
ghanistan that could assist Pakistan
with getting away the bad dream of
being sandwiched between two antago-
nistic neighbors at the same time from
East and the West. However, Kabul’s
refusal to perceive the Durand Line as
a genuine global limit and its interest
as to was very disturbing start. The Af-
ghan government censured the consol-
idation of West Pakistan areas, and on
Walk 30, 1955, Afghan demonstrators
assaulted the Pakistani international
safe haven and offices in Kabul, Kanda-
har, and Jalalabad. Pakistan fought back
by shutting the boundary, a monetary
barricade. Discretionary relations were
reestablished in September. Again be-
cause of the Pashtunistan issue, the
two nations blamed each other for line
mispractices in 1961
Afghanistan’s approaches had put a
serious strain upon Pakistan-Afghan
relations during the 1960s, up until the
1970s, when the Pashtunistan develop-
ment to a great extent died down as the
populace came to relate to Pakistan;
despite the fact that, hatred against the
Punjabi first class kept on taking place.
The Pashtun osmosis into the Pakistani
state followed long stretches of rising
Pashtun impact in Pakistani govern-
mental issues and the country’s organi-
zation, coming full circle in Ayub Khan,
Yahya Khan, Ishaq Khan - all Pashtuns,
achieving initiative of Pakistan. The
biggest patriot gathering of the time,
the Awami Public Gathering (ANP),
dropped its secessionist plan and ac-
cepted the Pakistani state, leaving just
a little Pakhtunkhwa Millat Gathering
to advocate the reason for autonomy
about both Pakistan and Afghanistan.
In spite of the shortcomings of the
early secessionist development, this
period in history proceeds to adverse-
ly impact Pakistani-Afghan relations in
the 21st century, notwithstanding the
territory’s politics.
In December 1971 following the Soviet
attack in Afghanistan the United States
joined Pakistan to counter Soviet im-
pact and advanced its own advantages
in the district. Thus, Afghan, Indian,
and Soviet knowledge offices assumed
their part by supporting al-Zulfikar - a
Pakistani liberal. Al-Zulfigar was a Pa-
kistani left-wing association framed in
1977 by Mir Murtaza Bhutto, child of
previous Pakistani Executive Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto. Its objective was to topple
the tactical system that expelled Bhut-
to. After Walk 1981 Al-Zulfigar asserted
no further attacks. The Bhutto family
and Pakistani military despot Zia-ul-
Haq shared a shared adversary, as Zia
was the one supporting assaults against
the Afghan government.
During the 1980s, the Durand Line
was intensely utilized by Afghan ex-
iles escaping the Soviet occupation
in Afghanistan, including countless
Mujahideen extremist gatherings who
crossed to and fro. Pakistan turned
into a significant preparing ground for
around 250,000 unfamiliar mujahideen
contenders who started crossing into
Afghanistan every day to take up arms
against socialist Afghanistan and the
Soviet powers. The mujahideen includ-
ed local people as well as Middle East-
erners and others from more than 40
diverse Islamic countries.

(To be continued)
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FM holds
telephonic
conversation
with FM of
Tajikistan

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Foreign
Minister Makhdoom Shah
Mahmood Qureshi held a
telephonic conversation
with Foreign Minister of Ta-
jikistan, today.

The two sides expressed
satisfaction at the steadily
growing bilateral ties and
exchanged views on further
expanding the partnership.
The Foreign Minister not-
ed increased frequency of
high-level visits between the
two countries and acknowl-
edged holding of political
dialogues, reactivation of
economic mechanism, and
growing parliamentary ties
Foreign Minister Qureshi
also underlined Pakistan’s
“Vision Central Asia” policy
that focuses on enhanced
and result-oriented engage-
ment with Central Asian
countries. He stressed the
importance of enhancing
trade and economic ties.
The Foreign Minister reit-
erated Pakistan’s commit-
ment to the implementation
of flagship CASA-1000 pow-
er project. The two sides
were pleased to note the
excellent multilateral coop-
eration at global and region-
al fora, including in the UN,
OIC, SCO and ECO.

The Foreign Ministers also
discussed the economic and
humanitarian requirements
in Afghanistan and agreed
to continue working togeth-
er in support of sustainable
peace and stability in Af-
ghanistan.

10 to 15 Opp
members...

From Pace 01
out in a no-confidence mo-
tion. Sheikh Rasheed has
been making regular pro-
nouncements to buttress
the government’s position
ahead of the Opposition’s
long march planned for
March 23. The long march
is being organised by the
alliance of Opposition par-
ties called the Pakistan
Democratic Movement
(PDM). They are taking
advantage of crippling in-
flation to make it their ral-
lying cry.
At a press conference on
Monday, Sheikh Rasheed
said if the Opposition’s Bil-
awal Bhutto is keen on com-
ing to Islamabad on March
23 he can go right ahead
and so can the JUI-F’s Fazal-
ur Rehman because it won’t
make a difference. The Op-
position has failed for three
and a half years, Sheikh
Rasheed argued.
“They must realise that
we have to prove our na-
tional responsibility,” he
said. “Dharnas and long
marches have nothing to
do with it.”

Pakistan
condemns...

From Pace 01

solidarity with the brotherly
government and people of
Iraq. No cause justifies such
wanton acts of violence.”
According to media reports,
on Friday, six rockets were
fired at the Iraqi capital’s
airport, causing damage to
runway and civilian planes.
Separately, Pakistan strong-
ly condemned the launching
of missile from Al-Jawf, Yem-
en, by the Houthis towards
the United Arab Emirates
(UAE). It is commendable
that the missile was suc-
cessfully intercepted by the
air defence system of the
UAE, preventing loss of in-
nocent lives.
“We consider these attacks
as a grave violation of inter-
national law and a serious
threat to regional peace and
security. Pakistan calls for
their immediate cessation”,
said the statement.

UAE foils
new Houthi...

From Pace 01
The UAE General Civil Avi-
ation Authority on Monday
assured the public that the
latest Houthi atrocity has
not affected air traffic in the
region’s busiest air corridor.
“The air traffic in the coun-
try is going as usual, and
operations of all flights are
running normally. There
is no impact on flights and
airports as a result of the
ballistic missile launched
by the terrorist Houthi mili-
tia,” the authority said.

Aliyev seeks int’l recognition
of Ganja bombing as war crime

“The war 1s over. Yes, we say there must be peace. But we must never forget the Armenian
savagery and Armenian fascism. We must not forget the victims of Khojaly. We must never
forget the victims of Ganja and the victims of our other cities,” he said

DNA
BAKU: President Ilham Aliyev has
stated that the bombing of Azer-
baijan’s second-largest city, Ganja,
by Armenia during the 44-day war
in 2020 should be recognized as
a war crime by the international
community.
He made the remarks in an inter-
view with Azerbaijan State News
Agency-AZERTAC during a visit
to Ganja.
“This was not an accidental fire,
it was aimed at intentionally de-
stroying a residential building,
killing Azerbaijani citizens, intim-
idating the Azerbaijani people and
deterring the Azerbaijani leader-
ship from liberating the lands. Of
course, this is a war crime and
should be recognized by the world
as a war crime,” he said.
The president emphasized that
the Azerbaijani army did not com-
mit such atrocities during the war
and fought with honor.
“When Ganja and other cities,
such as Mingachevir, Barda,
Tartar and Goranboy, Aghdam
region, Fuzuli region, Naftalan
were bombed, I said that we
would take revenge on the battle-
field. Unlike Armenians, we will
never commit war crimes. This
once again shows the greatness
of our people and the correct-
ness of our policy,” he said.
Aliyev recalled that Ganja was
repeatedly bombed by Armenia
during the second Karabakh war
and that 13 rockets were fired at
the city, eight of which exploded.
He also stated that Ganja was
bombarded with “Tochka-U” and
“SCUD” missiles.
“When we said out word on this
issue, the Armenian side denied
it. Then the false Armenian propa-
ganda, making up yet another fab-
rication, declared that Azerbaijan
had fired at its cities itself. Notice
the level of ignominy and dishon-
esty,” he said.
Noting that a recent demonstra-
tion in Russia against a film about
Armenian fascist Garegin Nzhdeh

was stopped and suppressed, Al-
iyev emphasized that he was the
first person to raise this issue at
the political level.

“Staging this unacceptable act in
Moscow through the Armenian
Diaspora Organization does not fit
any frames. Because Russia itself,
like Azerbaijan, is at the forefront
of the struggle against the glorifi-
cation of fascism,” he said.

Noting that Azerbaijan and Russia
have repeatedly exchanged views
on this issue, he underlined that
the two countries agreed at the
level of presidents, other officials
and public organizations that fas-
cism must not be allowed to rise,
must not be glorified.

“On the one hand, although Ar-
menia officially joins these views,
it is actually taking steps to glo-
rify a fascist such as Nzhdeh.

There are still streets, squares
and an underground station in
Armenia and Yerevan named af-
ter fascist Nzhdeh, and there is
a large sic-meter statue of him...
This shows that Armenian fas-
cism is still alive,” he said.

The president underlined that
Azerbaijan defeated Armenian fas-
cism in the second Karabakh war.
“We will continue to try to wipe
out all manifestations of Armeni-
an fascism, and we are capable of
doing that. But other countries
and the international community
must also be united on this is-
sue. The destruction committed
by Armenian fascism in the 21st
century should be an example
for everyone that fascism is fas-
cism,” he said.

The president also stated that the
Memorial Complex in Ganja, on

which he laid the groundwork, will
span approximately four hectares.
Noting that the demolished build-
ings will remain in their current
state, Aliyev emphasized that this
memory should not be erased.
“The war is over. Yes, we say there
must be peace. But we must never
forget the Armenian savagery and
Armenian fascism. We must not
forget the victims of Khojaly. We
must never forget the victims of
Ganja and the victims of our other
cities,” he said.

“We bow our heads to their holy
spirit and say once again that
their blood did not remain on the
ground. Perhaps this is a consola-
tion for their loved ones,” he said.
As part of his visit to Ganja city,
the president inaugurated several
important facilities. Among them
was the opening of the second

ASAN Center and the Ganja Dra-
ma Theatre.

Aliyev also got acquainted with the
construction of the Ganja Sports
Palace. It should be noted that this
is the largest sports center in the
country.

“I can say that there is no sports
center of this size in Azerbaijan,
even in Baku. ... I am sure that
this sports center will be com-
missioned by the end of next year
and will be very useful for both
athletes and city residents,” the
president said.

He also attended the opening of
a locomotive depot in Ganja. Not-
ing that the East-West transport
corridor passes through Ganja,
Aliyev stated that a locomotive
depot was recently opened in
Baku and a second depot has just
been opened in Ganja.

Press freedom rapidly
deteriorating in China

Foreign journalists working in China are
facing “unprecedented hurdles” ahead of the
Winter Olympics, according to a new survey

Sports DESK

LONDON: Foreign journalists in China are
facing “unprecedented hurdles,” according
to a press freedom report by the Foreign Cor-
respondents’ Club of China (FCCC) released
on Monday. “The FCCC is troubled by the
breakneck speed by which media freedom is
declining in China,” the report said.

Of the over 100 foreign journalists that took
part in the FCCC’s survey, 99% said that
they felt working conditions did not meet
international standards.

Almost half of respondents said that their
offices were understaffed as they were una-
ble to bring journalists into the country as
authorities have delayed visa approvals.
88% of respondents who traveled to China’s
northwestern Xinjiang region in 2021 said
they were visibly followed, and 34% said that
they were asked to delete data. Xinjiang has
been the site of a crackdown on China’s
Uyghur ethnic minority, which has drawn
international condemnation.

The FCCC noted that state-backed cam-
paigns of online harassment have been used
to make the job of reporting more difficult.
In the run-up to the Beijing Winter Olym-
pics, 60% of the 127 respondents criticized
the insufficient information provided by the

organizers about events.

23% said that they were not able to get in
touch with appropriate Olympics committee
personnel, while 32% said they were exclud-
ed from events open to other media.

Only 10% of respondents said that they were
able to reliably attend pre-Olympics events.
Correspondents often only learn of press
events after they occur, according to the
FCCC report.

The FCCC said in its report that “me-
dia freedom deteriorates in the periods
around China’s major events — a time
when the authorities want to ensure po-
litical stability.”

According to the FCCC, most news organ-
izations are planning to send foreign jour-
nalists from outside China to cover the
Olympics, which will require entering a
quarantine bubble. 90% of respondents to
the survey said they were not planning to go
into the Olympics bubble.

The FCCC report said that foreign corre-
spondents that haven’t been able to remain
in China have relocated to cities such as Tai-
pei, Singapore, Sydney and London.

The FCCC said that Hong Kong is no
longer an appealing option for foreign
correspondents, as China has begun ex-
pelling foreign journalists as well as ar-
resting and jailing local journalists.

10-member
int’l team
reaches K2

base camp

ISLAMABAD: A 10-mem-
ber international mountain-
eering team on Monday
reached K2 base camp to
attempt to scale the world’s
second highest mountain at
8,611 meters height in win-
ter. “The team is led by Tai-
wan’s female mountaineer
Grace Tseng and includes
three Pakistan high altitude
porters and five Nepalese
sherpas,” Karrar Haidri,
secretary Alpine Club of
Pakistan (ACP) told APP on
Monday.

According to Haidri the plan
to summit K2 in winter was
prepared by Tseng. “She has
embarked on the mission
with the support of sherpas
Nima Gyalzen, Chhiring,
Dawa, Furi, Ngima Tendi,
Ningma Dorje Tamang and
Tashi and Pakistan’s high-al-
titude porters Muhammad
Sharif, Mohsin Joshi and
Karim,” he added. “Today,
they have hoisted Taiwan,
Nepal and Pakistan’s flags
at the base camp. They have
all the necessary equipment
and sufficient food with
them and we wish to see
them successfully ascend-
ing the mountain. — APP

Greenwood
held after rape
allegations

LONDON: Manchester
United player Mason
Greenwood has been
arrested on suspicion of
rape and assault follow-
ing allegations on social
media. The police did
not name Greenwood
but a statement about
the investigation was
provided on Sunday af-
ter inquiries about the
20-year-old forward.
“Greater Manchester
Police were made aware
earlier today of online
social media images
and videos posted by a
woman reporting inci-
dents of physical violence,” the force said in a statement.
“An investigation was launched and following enquiries
we can confirm a man in his 20s has since been arrested
on suspicion of rape and assault.

“He remains in custody for questioning. Enquiries are
ongoing.” Manchester United said it does not condone vi-
olence of any kind. Greenwood has since been suspended
from training or playing with the Premier League giants
“until further notice”.

The allegations were posted early Sunday morning on the
Instagram account of a woman who uploaded images of
bruising to her body and bleeding from her lip.

A voice note purporting to be of an attack was also posted.
The posts were all deleted from the social media site but
were widely shared. — APP
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sweden wins handball ¢’ship in Budapest

“I cannot describe how I feel now. It really does mean a lot for us and for the
whole country as it was our first gold medal in the last 20 years and we lost three
fmals in the near past so we are abs_olutely buzzmg now

By
é,if }j

SporTS DESK

BUDAPEST: Sweden won the
Men’s EHF EURO 2022 hand-
ball championship here on Sun-
day, beating Spain 27-26 in a fan-
tastic match, while the bronze
medal went to Denmark, who
defeated France 35-32.

The game was extremely tight,
as it is not unusual in a final,
and the Spaniards took the lead
within the last minute of the
first half, thanks to an efficient
defense backed by goalkeeper
Andreas Palicka, who was elect-
ed Player of the Match for his
performance. Spain did manage
to lead by two goals for a short
time at the start of the second
half, but after 17-15, neither
team kept an advantage of more
than one goal. The final score
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EURO 2022, but right now it is
hard to think that,” Joan Canel-
las, from the Spanish team, told
reporters right after the game.
Denmark returned to the podium
after eight years. The feat is even
more so historic, that the Danes
have never defeated the French at
the EHF EURO, in the five times
they met on the parquet. Kentin
Mahe earned the Player of the
Match award, after scoring eight
and making seven assists.

“It was a tough and exciting match.
We had a tremendous defense and
a strong goalkeeper. When Mat-
thias Gidsel went out early, we
even fought harder. We fought like
crazy in the last 60 minutes of the
game. | am so happy with this win
and I am very proud of my team,”
Denmark coach Nikolaj Jacobsen
commented following the victo-
ry. The Men’s EHF EURO 2022,

was set in the last minutes. The
standstill at 26-26 was finally
broken by an overtime penalty,
called for Ekberg who became
the hero for Sweden.

“I cannot describe how I feel
now. It really does mean a lot for

us and for the whole country as
it was our first gold medal in the
last 20 years and we lost three
finals in the near past so we are
absolutely buzzing now,” Swed-

ish right wing Valter Chrintz said
after the game.

“Now I cannot say that [ am sat-
isfied with the silver medal, but
we did a really good tournament.

NEWS

I did not expect that we could
reach the final. It is very tough
to lose like this. We will have
time to think it over and we can
say that it was an amazing EHF

starting on January 13, took place
in five venues across Hungary and
Slovakia.

A total of 24 teams competed in
six groups in the 15th European
Championship and 65 matches
took place during 18 days.

SC nullifies
LHC’s verdict

From Pace 01
party in only one petition
doesn’'t make a differ-
ence,” Justice Lanjar re-
marked. He said that the
Punjab government had
presented its stance in the
high court.

“Don’t go into technical-
ities,” the judge warned
the government lawyer,
directing him to give a
solid argument. Justice
Lanjar further stated that
the case records suggest-
ed that the land acquisi-
tion for RRUDP had also
been challenged in the
petitions, therefore, the
government’s lawyers
should refrain from mak-
ing false statements be-
fore the court. Meanwhile,
the counsel representing
Ravi Urban Development
Authority (RUDA) main-
tained that the housing
societies were the petition-
ers in LHC. At this, Justice
Naqvi remarked that it was
because the conflict hous-
ing societies’ interest was
evident here.

The government’s lawyers
managed to move the court
to rule out the LHC’s ver-
dict. After hearing the ar-
guments, the SC nullified
the challenged verdict and
directed the government
to continue work on the
RRUDP. Moreover, the
court issued notices to the
parties, making it clear that
the work can be carried
on only on the sites whose
owners have been paid for
their land. The court stated
that it will figure out if in-
ter-court appeals against the
LHC verdict are maintaina-
ble or not.”The case will
be forwarded to LHC if the
appeals are maintainable,”
the apex court remarked.It
gave the observation that
the LHC referred to the US
laws but there is a differ-
ence in situations in the US
and Pakistan.

Last Tuesday, the LHC
had declared the RRUDP
illegal while announcing
a verdict on the petitions
challenging the mode and
manner of the land acquisi-
tion proceedings undertak-
en by the RUDA. The court
directed the Authority to
return the money it had
acquired from the govern-
ment within two months.

[HC issues
contempt...

From Pack 01
Chief Justice Athar Minallah
and Justice Sardar Ejaz Ish-
aq Khan took up the petition
filed by Advocate Inamul Ra-
him who named NAB chief
Justice (retd) Javed Igbal as
respondent. The petitioner
stated before the court that
this court had declared that
the anti-corruption watch-
dog could investigate assets
of the former president,
who remained a public of-
fice holder.

“Was that verdict of ours
challenged before any fo-
rum?” the chief justice
asked the counsel who an-
swered in the negative. He
said he provided evidence to
the NAB yet it was not act-
ing against Gen Musharraf.
As per the former military
ruler’s asset details submit-
ted to the Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan, the peti-
tioner said Musharraf’s one
account has the balance of
about $2 million.

After initial hearing, the
court issued a notice to the
NAB chief with a direction
to submit his reply to the
petition by the next hearing
on Feb 15.

Gillani
resigns...

From Pace 01
(Amendment) Bill passed
from the opposition-con-
trolled house — a develop-
ment that had raised many
eyebrows.

In an indirect reference to
his absence from Friday’s
session, Gilani said “some
turncoats” were accusing
him of helping the govern-
ment.

“T am not astonished by
the harsh words from my
opponents, but I am aston-
ished by the silence of my
well-wishers,” he said.

“If ministers would have
said something [of this
sort], it would have been an
honour for me. But some
turncoats are saying that I
helped the government and
I am saying that [the govern-
ment] won because of your
votes.”

He concluded his brief
speech by stating that he
had already send his resig-
nation to his party and he
no longer wanted to be the
Senate opposition leader.
However, it remained un-
clear whether his resigna-
tion had been accepted.
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TOKYO: Tokyo has
launched a mass inoculation
drive for COVID-19 booster
shots at a temporary center
operated by the military as
Japan tries to speed up de-
layed third jabs to counter
surging infections. Japan
began administering boost-
er shots to medical workers
in December, but has only
provided such inoculations
to 2.7% of the population
after delaying a decision to
cut the interval between the
first two coronavirus shots
and a booster to six months
from the initial eight.
Demand for the shots is
intense: Online reserva-
tions that started on Fri-
day resulted in all all slots
for about 4,300 doses to
be given at the center this
week being filled within 9
minutes. The center is pro-
viding the vaccine made by
Moderna, Inc.

On a smaller scale, people
65 and older can get booster
shots elsewhere.

The center run by the
Self-Defense  Force in
downtown Tokyo reopened
Monday after closing down
in late November. It will be
vaccinating about 720 peo-
ple aged 18 or older per
day this week, ramping up
to more than 2,000 a day
next month. Another mili-
tary-run center will begin
booster shots next week in
Osaka. The omicron variant
has been spreading quick-
ly, pushing new reported
infections to much higher
than earlier waves of coro-
navirus. Tokyo reported
15,895 new cases Sunday, a
new high for a Sunday.
Nearly half of its hospital
capacity is filled. Nation-
wide, Japan recorded some
78,000 cases for an accumu-
lated total of 2.68 million,
with about 18,700 deaths.

A male resident in his
50s said in an interview
with Japanese media that
vaccination rollouts in his
area were slow and he was
relieved to get his shot.
Another, in his 40s, said
he was anxious to be vac-
cinated because omicron
infections were spreading
at his son’s elementary
school. - APP

Cyprus
overturns
UK woman’s

conviction

NICOSIA: The Supreme
Court in Cyprus over
turned the conviction of
a British woman given a
four-month suspended sen-
tence for making up claims
that she was gang raped
by as many as a dozen Is-
raelis during a vacation in
Cyprus in 2019, defense
lawyers said Monday.
Michael Polak, who was
among a team of lawyers
representing the woman,
called the decision a “water-
shed moment” for the wom-
an and others “around the
world who find themselves
in similar positions.”

Polak said the Supreme
Court agreed with the de-
fense that the British wom-
an didn’t receive a fair trial
and that important fair trial
provisions were “totally dis-
regarded in this case.”

He said the “young, vulnera-
ble woman was not only mis-
treated” when she reported
the rape to police but was
also put through a trial that
was “manifestly unfair” as
the Supreme Court found.

Israeli
jets attack
sites near

Damascus

DAMASCUS: Israeli war-
planes carried out a mis-
sile attack early Monday
near the Syrian -capital,
Damascus, the state news
agency SANA reported.
“The Israeli enemy
launched an aerial aggres-
sion with bursts of mis-
siles from the direction
of Riyaq, east of Beirut,
targeting some points in
the vicinity of Damascus,”
SANA said, citing a mili-
tary source.

The source said Syrian
air defenses intercepted
the missiles and downed
some of them. The military
source reported material
damage in the attack, with-
out giving further details.
There was no comment
from the Israeli authorities
on the report.

For years, Israel has tar-
geted sites of Iranian and
Syrian regime forces in
Syria. Israel rarely claims
responsibility for its at-
tacks there. - APP

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Board of Investment presenting a souvenir to Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi during his visit to Bol. - DNA

Kremlin urges US to abandon
policy of fomenting tension

“Regrettably, American media outlets have been publishing a large amount
of unverified, distorted and deliberately false and inflammatory information
in recent months about what is happening in and around Ukraine”

WEB DESK

MOSCOW: Moscow is calling
on Washington and its Euro-
pean allies to give up their
policy of whipping up tension
around Ukraine and assume
a constructive stance, Krem-
lin Spokesman Dmitry Pesk-
ov said on Monday.

“The hysteria that the Unit-
ed States is instigating is,
indeed, leading to hysteria in
Ukraine where people are al-
most packing frontline bags.
This is obvious and this is a
fact. This is the downside of
this very malicious and dam-
aging campaign being run by
Washington. We consistently
criticize this stance and call

on Washington and its allies
on the European continent
to give up this policy and
assume a constructive, calm
and balanced approach,” the
Russian presidential spokes-
man said, responding to a
request to comment on West-
ern media reports that the
White House was dissatisfied
with Ukrainian President
Vladimir Zelensky’s position
on the threat of Russia’s al-
leged invasion of Ukraine.

“Regrettably, American
media outlets have been
publishing a large amount
of unverified, distorted and
deliberately false and in-
flammatory information in
recent months about what
is happening in and around

US, UK ramp up
sanctions pressure on
Russia over Ukraine

WASHINGTON: The United States and Britain flagged
new economic sanctions against Russia, as Washington
and its NATO allies step up efforts to deter any invasion
of Ukraine. Fears of an imminent invasion have grown in
recent days, despite denials from Moscow and pleas from
Ukraine's president to avoid stirring "panic" over the
massive Russian military build-up on the border. Amid a
flurry of diplomatic contacts, US Undersecretary of State
Victoria Nuland said a proposal on security issues pre-
sented last week by the US and NATO to Russia may have
stirred interest in Moscow. "We've heard some signs that
the Russians are interested in engaging on that proposal,”
Nuland said on CBS, including the likelihood of new talks
this week between Secretary of State Antony Blinken and
his Russian counterpart, Sergei Lavrov. — Agencies

Ukraine. This is becoming
obvious actually for all,”
Peskov said, adding that
these publications should be
treated “correspondingly.”

Replying to a question about
whether Russian politicians
and journalists should cov-
er this issue so actively,
the Kremlin spokesman
said the following: “We are
not empowered to tell the
media how much and what
they must cover, but we are
empowered to recommend
that people read this infor-
mation as little as possible
and maintain a sober view.”
CNN earlier reported, cit-
ing sources in the US ad-
ministration that tension
had been building between

Washington and Kiev. Ac-
cording to the American TV
channel, US President Joe
Biden and his advisers were
annoyed by “Zelensky’s
public downplaying of the
threat” of an alleged immi-
nent invasion and that US
backing “is being met with-
out much thanks” from the
Ukrainian leadership.

For its part, Kiev has brand-
ed the US assessment of
the situation as an “overre-
action that “is inciting panic
and economic turmoil” in-
side Ukraine while “at the
same time the US refuses
to take preemptive deter-
rence measures such as
imposing new sanctions on
Russia,” CNN informed.

President honors the memory

| of the fjrst Uz

NEews DEsk

TASHKENT: President
ShavkatMirziyoyev laid a
wreath at the monument to
the First President Islam
Karimov at the Scientific
and Enlightenment Memo-
rial Complex named after
Islam Karimov, reports
“Dunyo” IA correspondent.
According to the press ser-
vice of the President of Uz-
bekistan, the people who
honor the memory of their

ancestors and outstanding
sons are always worthy of
respect. Unfortunately,
in our history, there have
been cases when the lead-
ers of the nation were glo-
rified during life and deni-
grated after death.

From the first day of his ac-
tivity as President, Shavkat-
Mirziyoyev declared that
the good deeds of Islam
Karimov would be contin-
ued, and made decisions
to perpetuate his memory.
The mausoleum of the First

bek President

Times considers Uzbekistan
hest place for tourism

LONDON: The UK’s The Times has published an ar-
ticle titled “Where is hot in May?”, which lists the
best places in the world to travel in the last month of
spring, including Uzbekistan. The author of the article
is the well-known journalist of the publication Rich-
ard Mellor, who visited Uzbekistan in spring 2019.As
noted in the article, with winter months now a distant
memory in the northern hemisphere, more and more
southern European destinations become an option
for a pre-summer, tan-minded break — namely the
likes of Sicily, Greece and Turkey. So too does Tunisia,
across the Med and littered with historical remains. If
you’re overdue a long-haul break, there are gardens to
admire in Japan, leopards to look for in Zambia or Sri
Lanka. At the same time, for a long vacation in May,
the author also recommends visiting historical cities
in Uzbekistan along the route of the legendary Silk

Baku, Ankara
mull cooperation,
regional situation

Jeyhun Bayramov
Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Azerbaijan

Mevliit Cavusoglu
Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Tiirkiye

ForeigN DESk

BAKU: Azerbaijani Foreign Minister JeyhunBayramov and
his Turkish counterpart MevlutCavusoglu have discussed
bilateral cooperation between the two countries, the minis-
try reported on January 31. In a telephone conversation the

Road. The author writes that the average temperature
during this time in Uzbekistan is 20C. — Agencies

President was built. It has
become a tradition to hold
commemorative events on
his birthday - January 30.
As ShavkatMirziyoyev not-
ed, the more we honor the
personality and merits of
Islam Karimov, the stronger
the spirituality of our peo-
ple, youth will be.

Today's event has become
the embodiment of this
truth. Verses from the
Quran were recited. The
deeds of Islam Karimov
for the benefit and in the

interests of our people,
his high human qualities -
courage, justice and mod-
esty- were noted.

The ceremony was attend-
ed by representatives of
the Chambers of the Oli-
yMajlis, the Presidential
Administration and the
Government, scientists and
cultural figures, represent-
atives of the intelligentsia
and the public. Flowers
were also laid at the monu-
ments to Islam Karimov in
Samarkand and Karshi.

ministers also exchanged views on the current situation in
the region, the report added. Azerbaijan and Turkey cooper-
ate in various fields of economy and have jointly completed
giant energy and infrastructure projects such as Baku-Thili-
si-Ceyhan, Baku-Thilisi-Kars, and TANAP. On June 15, Azer-
baijan and Turkey signed the Shusha Declaration on Allied
Relations, which focuses on defence cooperation, promot-
ing regional stability and prosperity, and establishing new
transportation routes. In the first ten months of 2021, the
trade turnover between Azerbaijan and Turkey amounted
to $3.4 billion. The trade turnover between the two coun-
tries amounted to $4.1 billion in 2020. The two countries
set up a goal to bring the mutual trade turnover to $15
billion in 2023. It should be noted that so far, Turkey is
Azerbaijan’s second-largest investor followed by the UK.
Additionally, Turkey was one of the first countries that
expressed its interest and readiness to participate in the
restoration of Azerbaijan’s liberated territories.

Govt focuses on extensive dairy development

The focus of the meeting was to highlight the role of the Dairy Sector in Economy
of Pakistan and opportunities for Foreign Direct Investment for the Country

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister
for Science and Technology, Sen-
ator ShibliFaraz Monday said the
government intends to focus on
an extensive Dairy Development
Program to benefit our people and
farmers. This minister was speak-
ing during a meeting with the Am-
bassador of the Kingdom of Neth-
erlands, Mr. WouterPlomp, who
called on the former at his office.

The focus of the meeting was to
highlight the role of the Dairy
Sector in the Economy of Pakistan
and opportunities for Foreign Di- 7
rect Investment for the Country.

The Ambassador thoroughly ex
plained the extensive experience of
the Netherlands in Dairy and Live-
stock. Moreover, he explained how R
this experience of 150 years could
be utilized by Pakistan for the devel-

opment of the Dairy sector.
Hein Schumacher, (CEO Royal

Friesland Campina),
Neerbos (President

2
¥

Campina) and Ali Ahmed Khan
(MD Friesland Campina Engro
Pakistan Ltd) were also present

Roel Van
Friesland

in the meeting. Earlier The Royal
Frieslandcampina of Netherlands
here on Monday sought support
of the government for prolifera-
tion of dairy industry in Pakistan.
Hein Schumacher,
Chief Executive Office, Royal

the Global

Frieslandcampina of Netherlands,
who was accompanying Ambas-
sador of the Kingdom of Neth-
erlands, WouterPlomp during a
meeting with Finance Minister
ShaukatTarin discussed some pro-
posals in this regard, said a press

statement issued by the Finance
Ministry here. Hein Schumach-
er appreciated the intention and
practical steps taken by the gov-
ernment to facilitate business-
men and investors and providing
favourable environment for en-
couraging foreign investment in
Pakistan and especially support-
ing foreign investors in the dairy
industry of Pakistan.

Earlier, welcoming the guests, the
finance minister highlighted gov-
ernment’s policies and initiatives
to provide conducive environment
to the investors and businessmen
and steps for ease of doing business
to both domestic and foreign inves-
tors. Among others, the meeting
was attended by Roel Van Neerbos,
President and CEO of Food & Bev-
erages, Royal Frieslandcampina, Ali
Ahmed Khan, MD, Frieslandcamp-
inaEngo Pakistan Limited and sen-
ior officers of finance division.

AU suspends
Burkina Faso
after coup

ADDIS ABABA: The African
Union said Monday it had
suspended Burkina Faso in
response to the January 24
coup that ousted President
Roch Marc Christian Kab-
ore. The bloc’s 15-member
Peace and Security Council
said on Twitter it had voted
“to suspend the participa-
tion of #BurkinaFaso in all
AU activities until the effec-
tive restoration of constitu-
tional order in the country”.
MoussaFakiMahamat, chair
of the African Union Com-
mission, had already con-
demned the coup the day it
happened and before it was
clear who was taking charge.
The West African bloc
ECOWAS suspended Burki-
na Faso on Friday and sent a
delegation to meet with the
ruling junta Saturday.

The coup is the latest bout
of turmoil to strike Burki-
na Faso, a landlocked state
that has suffered chronic
instability since gaining
independence from France
in 1960. A jihadist insur-
gency that spread over Ma-
li’s border has killed more
than 2,000 people and
forced 1.5 million to flee
their homes since 2015.
Mali and Guinea, also in
West Africa, have also
seen coups in the past 18
months that have prompted
AU suspensions. Sudan is
also suspended following a
coup there on October. The
spate of coups is expected
to be a major point of dis-
cussion at the AU summit
in Addis Ababa this week-
end, diplomats say. - APP

Portugal PM
prepares to
govern after
surprise win

LISBON: Portugal’s Prime
Minister Antonio Costa
prepared Monday to govern
solo after his Socialist party
scored a surprise landslide
win, with economic recov-
ery from the pandemic
among his top priorities.
His party secured a parlia-
mentary majority in Sun-
day’s snap elections, which
also saw the farright Chega
party make significant gains.
The Socialists received 41.7
percent of the vote in Sun-
day’s snap polls, giving it
117 seats in the 230-seat par-
liament, up from 108 in the
outgoing assembly.

Four seats still need to be at-
tributed in the coming days
from the results of votes
cast abroad, but in 2019 the
Socialists obtained two.
The results defied final
polls which had suggested
that the Socialist were in a
statistical tie with the main
opposition centre-right
PSD, which finished second
with 76 seats. President
Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa
was expected to formally in-
vite Costa, who has headed
two minority governments
since 2015, later this week
to form a new govt. - APP

Europe

storms: Ships
collide off

Dutch coast

THE HAGUE: Rescue hel-
icopters evacuated all 18
crew members from a ship
that was left drifting rud-
derless in a wind turbine
park off the Dutch North
Sea coast Monday after it
collided with another ship
and began taking on water
during a powerful storm,
emergency services said.
The collision happened as
Storm Corrie lashed parts
of the northern Europe.
It came after Storm Malik
killed at least four people
over the weekend, destroy-
ing houses, unleashing
flooding and leaving thou-
sands of households with-
out electricity.

A freighter called the Jul-
ietta D collided with an-
other boat about 20 miles
(32 kilometers) west of
the port of Ijmuiden,
said Edward Zwitser, a
spokesman for the Royal
Dutch Lifeboat Compa-
ny. The other boat, the
Pechora Star, also was
damaged, but was able to
continue its voyage.

The Dutch coast guard said
that all crew members were
rescued. It didn’t immedi-
ately provide more details of
the rescue on the high seas
amid powerful winds.

Three helicopters, including
one from Belgium, were in-
volved in the rescue opera-
tion. The Juliette D suffered
damage “that poses direct
danger for the 18 crew on
board,” spokesman Edward
Zwitser told The Associ-
ated Press in a telephone
interview. Both ships had
been anchored off the
coast, but the Julietta D’s
anchor “did not hold,” the
coast guard said. - APP
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TRENTON: Canada will temporarily
pull out all remaining non-essential
staff from its embassy in Ukraine due
to the threat of a Russian invasion of
the beleaguered country, the federal
government announced Sunday. The
government said it fears for the safe-
ty of its staff with 100,000 Russian
troops massed on Ukraine’s border
and Western allies threatening repris-
als if Russia invades. Some non-es-
sential embassy personnel and chil-
dren of staff under the age of 18 were
called back to Canada on Jan. 25 and
Sunday’s move brings the rest home.
“Canada has made the decision to
temporarily withdraw non-essential
Canadian employees and remaining
dependents from the Canadian em-
bassy in Ukraine,” Global Affairs
Canada announced in a statement
sent to Anadolu Agency. “As we
continue to closely monitor the sit-
uation, our highest priority remains
the safety and security of Canadi-
ans.” However, personnel specialists
will be sent to the embassy.

“As announced earlier this week, Can-
ada will be reinforcing the team at the
Canadian Embassy in Kyiv, Ukraine
with officials with expertise in are-
as such as security sector reform,
conflict management, democratic
reform, consular services and diplo-
macy,” the statement said. “Togeth-
er, they will increase our diplomatic
capacity and allow us to continue to
assess and respond to the evolving
situation in support of Ukraine.”

The Canadian embassy will not be
closed, the government said.

“Our officials stand ready to pro-
vide consular assistance to Canadi-
an citizens, as required,” the state-
ment said. “Canadians in need of
assistance can contact the embassy
by telephone at 380 (44) 590 3100
or by email at KYIV-Consular@in-
ternational.gc.ca.” - APP

Poland handing
over defense
aid to Ukraine

WARSAW: Poland has decided to
hand over to Ukraine a batch of secu-
rity assistance. This was announced
during a press conference in War-
saw on Monday by the head of the
National Security Bureau (BBN) of
Poland, Pawel Soloch, according to
an Ukrinform correspondent.

“It was decided to transfer to the
Ukrainian side ammunition of a
defensive nature for defensive, not
offensive action. This decision is
currently being implemented by
the Minister of National Defense,”
Soloch said. According to the official,
the decision was made in close coop-
eration between the government and
the Office of the President of Poland.
Asked whether the weapons were in-
tended for air defense, he confirmed
they were. At the same time, the
senior official added that the details
would later be made public by the
Polish Ministry of National Defense.
“We have made an offer to the
Ukrainian side and are waiting for a
response,” Soloch said.

He said that Poland would supply
Ukraine with the weapons that Kyiv
would first select from the list pro-
posed by the Polish side. “We are
ready to do so at any moment now,”
said the official. He also said that the
Polish offer today included the pos-
sibility of transferring “tens of thou-
sands of pieces of ammunition.”

The President’s Minister clarified
that military aid could be delivered
to Ukraine “within days.” The Polish
minister added that Warsaw would
also provide humanitarian aid to
Kyiv. These are the means required
to help evacuate the population, as
well as health care aid. - APP

HK minister
quits over
lockdown party

HONG KONG: Hong Kong’s Secre-
tary for Home Affairs Caspar Tsui
resigned on Monday weeks after he
attended a birthday party for a Hong
Kong delegate to the Chinese nation-
al legislature. Although the party
was not illegal at the time, the city’s
health chief had warned people to
avoid gathering in large groups after
an outbreak of the virus.

The party was held at a tapas res-
taurant on January 3 for the birth-
day of Witman Hung, a member
of China’s huge National People’s
Congress. There were more than
200 people present, including top
officials from the territory’s police
force, and immigration and an-
ti-corruption bosses. Some 20 law-
makers also attended. The guest
list of those present came to light
after health authorities tracked
down an infected person who at-
tended. It became a source of em-
barrassment for Hong Kong Chief
Executive Carrie Lam, whose gov-
ernment is pursuing a strict “ze-
ro-COVID” policy akin to Beijing’s.
Photos of the party, leaked to lo-
cal media, showed revelers singing
karaoke and posing for group pic-
tures without masks. - APP

Over 100 offlclals killed

since Taliban takeover

The secretary-general said UN mission documented 44 cases of temporary
arrests, beatings and threats of intimidation, 42 of them by the Taliban

NEW YORK: A United Nations report
has said more than two-thirds of the
killings were “extrajudicial killings
committed by the de facto authorities
or their affiliates.” Afghanistan is in
the grip of a humanitarian disaster,
worsened by the Taliban takeover that
prompted Western countries to freeze
international aid.

Afghanistan is in the grip of a human-
itarian disaster, worsened by the Tal-
iban takeover that prompted Western
countries to freeze international aid.
The United Nations has received
“credible allegations” that more than
100 former members of the Afghan
government, its security forces and
those who worked with international
troops have been killed since the Talib-
an took over the country on August 15.
In a report obtained by The Associated
Press on Sunday, UN Secretary-Gen-

eral Antonio Guterres said “more than
two-thirds” of the victims were alleged-
ly subjected to extrajudicial killings by
the Taliban or its affiliates.

The killings were carried out despite
the Taliban’s announcement of “gener-
al amnesties” for those affiliated with
the former government and US-led
coalition forces. The UN political mis-
sion in Afghanistan also received
“credible allegations of extra- 4
judicial killings of at least 50
individuals suspected of affil-
iation” with extremist group
Daesh’s Afghanistan chapter,
Guterres said in the report to
UN Security Council. A
In addition, the mission also
received credible allega-
tions “of enforced
disappearances and
other violations im-

pacting the right to life and physical in-
tegrity” of former government and co-
alition members. Guterres said human
rights defenders and media workers
also continue “to come under attack,
intimidation, harassment, arbitrary ar-
rest, ill-treatment and killings”.

The secretary-general said the UN
mission documented 44 cases of tem-

. porary arrests, beatings and threats

% of intimidation, 42 of them by the
%\ Taliban. Guterres said Afghani-
|\ stan today faces multiple crises:
a growing humanitarian emer-
gency, a massive economic con-
) traction and the crippling of its
banking and financial systems.

In addition, it is facing the
worst drought in 27
years, and the fail-
ures to form an inclu-
sive government and

restore the rights of girls to education
and women to work. “An estimated
22.8 million people are projected to
be in ‘crisis’ and ‘emergency’ levels of
food insecurity until March 2022,” the
UN chief said. On a positive note, Gu-
terres reported “a significant decline”
in the overall number of conflict-relat-
ed security incidents as well as civilian
casualties since the Taliban takeover.

The UN recorded 985 security-related
incidents between August 19 and De-
cember 31, a 91 percent decrease com-
pared to the same period in 2020, he
said. Despite the reduction in violence,
Guterres said the Taliban face sever-
al challenges, including rising attacks
against their members. “Some are attrib-
uted to the National Resistance Front
comprising some Afghan opposition fig-
ures, and those associated with the for-
mer government,” he said. - Agencies

Two German

police officers
shot dead

FRANKFURT: Two German police
officers were shot dead Monday af-
ter pulling over a car during a rou-
tine traffic stop, prompting police to
launch a major manhunt.

The shooting happened at around
4:20 am (0320 GMT) in the Kusel
district of western Rhineland-Palati-
nate state during a routine patrol.

A 24-year-old female police officer
and her 29-year-old male colleague
were killed. The young woman was
still in police training, according to
Rhineland-Palatinate Interior Minis-
ter Roger Lewentz.

"We are urgently searching for the
fugitive perpetrators,” Westpfalz re-
gional police said in a statement.

"At least one of the suspects is armed,"
they warned, urging residents not to
pick up hitchhikers. - APP

Israel’s Herzog urges
nations to follow UAE

DUBAL Israel's president has spoken
at Dubai's Expo 2020 world fair on the
first presidential visit to the United
Arab Emirates, hours after the Gulf
state said it had intercepted a ballistic
missile fired by Yemen's Houthis.

"I hope and I believe that more and
more nations will soon follow the
UAE lead and join the Abraham Ac-
cords," Isaac Herzog said at an event
on Monday amid tighter than usual
security at the Expo site.

The UAE became the first Gulf state
to normalise relations with Israel
under a US-brokered normalisation
agreement, dubbed the "Abraham
Accords", in 2020. Gulf neighbour
Bahrain followed.

Herzog said 250,000 Israelis had so

far visited the UAE and he hoped
Emiratis would reciprocate once
Covid-19 restrictions eased.
"Already our trade has exceed-
ed over $1 billion, more than 120
agreements were signed and a $100
million (research and development)
fund was established recently," he
said in a speech at the six-month-
long world fair in Dubai emirate.
UAE and Israeli flags were raised at
the event and both countries' nation-
al anthems played.

Iran, who severed ties with Israel af-
ter the 1979 revolution, condemned
the normalisation of ties between Is-
rael and Arab countries.

"Some countries who are walking
down the normalisation path and

thus helping this regime create more
crises, must be aware that they will
be the first victims of the aggressive,
expansionist and crisis-making na-
ture of this regime," warned Saeed
Khatibzadeh, spokesman for Iran's
foreign ministry.

Herzog landed in the UAE capital Abu
Dhabi on Sunday where he discussed
security and bilateral relations with
the UAE's de facto leader.

That night, at 20 minutes past mid-
night, the UAE said it intercepted
a ballistic missile fired by Yemen's
Houthi group — the third such attack
on US-allied UAE in the past fortnight.
UAE authorities did not say whether
the missile was aimed at Abu Dhabi
or Dubai. — APP

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Bosnia and Herzegovina Sakib Foric in a meeting with Speaker of
Balouchistan Assembly Mir Jan M Khan Jamali at Embassy of Bosnia and Herzegovina. — DNA

Mossad official quits over
dispute with spy chief

The commander of
the Caesarea unit,
which is respon51ble
for Mossad’s
special operations,
submitted his
resignation over a
clash of opinions
with Barnea,
Channel 13 reported

JERUSALEM: A senior official in
Israel’s spy agency Mossad has re-
signed over a dispute with the agen-
cy's director David Barnea, accord-
ing to local media on Monday.

The commander of the Caesarea unit,
which is responsible for Mossad’s spe-
cial operations, submitted his resig-
nation over a clash of opinions with
Barnea, Channel 13 reported.

Mossad does not disclose the names
of its officials and agents due to the
secrecy of their work, but the channel
identified the commander as “B”.

According to the broadcaster, the
Mossad chief told the commander
that he intended to make massive
changes in the way the unit operates
due to the difficulty of operating Is-
raeli agents abroad. As the command-
er failed to implement the necessary
changes, a heated discussion erupted
between the two men during which
the Mossad chief criticized the com-
mander and his senior officials. “You
have turned into a burden on the
organization and we are obligated to
make the changes,” Barnea reported-
ly told the commander. - APP

Iraqi speaker
says talks
underway

for unity govt

The Shia Coordination
Framework consists
of Shia parliamentary
groups that seek to
form a govt without
al-Sadr’s support

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s Parliament
Speaker Mohammad al-Halbousi
confirmed Monday that talks were
underway between Shia, Sunni and
Kurdish parliamentary groups to
form a national unity government.
He said the three blocs will meet
at the headquarters of Shia cleric
Mugtada al-Sadr for talks on the gov-
ernment formation, without provid-
ing further details.

Earlier Monday, al-Sadr met with
al-Halbousi and Nechirvan Barzani,
the head of northern Iraq’s Kurdish
Regional Government (KRG) in the
southern city of Najaf for talk on the
government formation.

Last week, the head of Iran’s IRGC
Quds Force, Esmail Qaani, visited
Iraq for talks with Shia leaders in an
effort to bridge differences between
al-Sadr’s Movement and the Shia Co-
ordination Framework.

The Shia Coordination Framework
consists of Shia parliamentary
groups that seek to form a govern-
ment without al-Sadr’s support.
Al-Sadr’s Sairoon Alliance emerged
the biggest winner in the Oct. 10
elections, with 73 seats in the
329-member parliament, followed by
al-Halbousi’s Tagaddum (progress)
bloc with 37 seats. — Agencies

Governor Sindh further directed for practical functioning of ‘Working Group’ to discuss,
analyse and suggest measures for resolution of gas related issues with mutual consent

NAZIR S1yAL

KARACHI: Managing Director Sui
Southern Gas Company (SSGC), Im-
ran Maniar called on Governor Sindh
Imran Ismail at Governor’s House
here on Monday. SAPM Mahmood
Moulvi, Leader of opposition in Sindh

Assembly Haleem Adil Shaikh, MNA §

Jay Parkash and Advisor to Governor
Ali Jonejo were also present.

Governor Sindh stressed the need to
ensure resolution of genuine issues of
industrialists on top priority basis. He
also directed to extend maximum pos-
sible support and cooperation in con-
tinuing industrial production without
interruption. Governor Sindh further
directed for practical functioning of

‘Working Group’ to discuss, analyse &

and suggest measures for resolution
of gas related issues with mutual con-
sent. “The Working Group shall suggest
measures to resolve such issues on reg-
ular and permanent basis”, he added.

Ukraine:
No general

mobilization
just yet

KYIV: The Ukrainian government cur-
rently sees no need to mobilize the
population. This was stated by De-
fense Minister Oleksiy Reznikov, who
spoke with LB.ua, Ukrinform reports.
“There is no need for mobilization
now, in terms of the threat. If we
announce a mobilization drill, it
will cause panic on the streets.
Everyone will then think that we
knew and hid the fact at the enemy
could attack as early as tomorrow,”
the minister said. Reznikov noted
that efforts are underway to form a
Territorial Defense Force.

“These people will be trained,
there will undergo routine field ex-
ercises. And the first training will
be held for the heads of regional
state administrations, district state
administrations, plus the Kyiv State
City Administration, of course. We
have four sectors: north, south,
east, and west. The command of
the Territorial Defense Force is
also therefore divided.

Let’s start from the north, gather all
the regions, plus Kyiv, and we will
train them for two or three days at
the training ground, on how to in-
teract, how to do all this work. Then
there will be east, south, and west,”
the minister said.

As Ukrinform reported, Defense
Minister Oleksiy Reznikov previously
announced that territorial forces’ exer-
cises with the participation of heads of
local authorities and self-government
are scheduled for February to work
out cooperation at the east-north-south
and west levels.

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy has also criticised what
he said was too much “panic”
weighing on the country’s econo-
my. Speaking at a news conference
on Friday, Zelenskyy said: “I don’t
consider the situation now more
tense than before. There is a feel-
ing abroad that there is war here.
That’s not the case.” - APP

Pak to borrow
$5bn from
China, Russia,
Kazakhstan

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The federal govern-
ment has decided to seek $5 bil-
lion in loans from China, Russia
and Kazakhstan as Pakistan make
desperate efforts to stabilise forex
reserves, well-placed sources said
on Monday.

According to a private television
channel report, Pakistan is expect-
ing to get $3 billion loan from China
and $2 billion from Russia and Ka-
zakhstan. The loan from China will
be used for stabilizing the foreign
reserves, while $2 billion loan that
is expected from Russia and Kazakh-
stan will be utilised for ML1.
Sources privy to the matter shared
that the finance ministry has fi-
nalised the plan for the loan and
an agreement in this regard will
likely be signed with China during
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s visit
to Beijing next month. Initially, the
finance ministry sources added,
the loan agreement with China will
be signed for one year period, the
sources said.

On January 28, the foreign ex-
change reserves held by the cen-
tral bank fell 846 million during
the week ending on January 21, the
data released by the State Bank
of Pakistan (SBP) said. Sharing a
break-up of the foreign reserves
position, the central bank had said
that foreign currency reserves
held by the SBP were recorded at
$16.2bn, down $846mn.

Money
laundering
bid foiled

DNA

KARACHI: Airport Security Force
(ASF) on Monday thwarted a money
laundering bid from Karachi airport
and arrested an accused.

As per details, a female passenger
travelling to Dubai was caught with
local and foreign currency. The
recovered currency worth more
than seven million was concealed
in the bag of the passenger and
was caught by the Airport Security
Force during checking.

The passenger has been handed
over to the Pakistan Customs after
an initial investigation by the Air-
port Security Force, the spokesper-
son said. Earlier, Federal Investiga-
tion Agency (FIA) initiated money
laundering probe against famous
TikToker Hareem Shah after the
social media star in a video openly
committed illegally carrying large
sums of currency abroad.
According to FIA Sindh spokesper-
son, the probe had been launched
against TiKToker under the coun-
try’s foreign exchange regulation
act. The FIA officials also decided
to write a letter to the British Na-
tional Crime Agency to request the
body to investigate money launder-
ing charges against Shah.
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