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Interior Minis-
ter  Sheikh
Rashid ~ Ah-
gl mad has said
That time is
slipping like
sand through
the palms of the opposition
coterie, asking them to pon-
der their decision of launch-
ing the long march on the
Pakistan Resolution Day.
The minister warned that
the government would not
allow anyone to take law in
his hands asking the oppo-
sition to once again ponder
over its decision to hold a
long march on 23rd March.
“They must use their brains
as the government will not
permit anyone to play with
the law and order situation,”
he said.

Lloyd Austin
contracts
Covid-19

WEeB DEsk

WASHINGTON US Defense
I=) Secretary
| Lloyd Aus
| tin has been
confirmed to
have COV-
1D-19, as
the highly infectious Omi-
cron variant drives a surge
in cases across the United
States. Austin’s symptoms
were “mild” and he will quar-
antine at home for the next
five days, the Pentagon chief
said in a statement. Austin
said he is fully vaccinated
and boosted, which had “ren-
dered the infection much
more mild than it would oth-
erwise have been”.
“The vaccines work and will
remain a military medical
requirement for our work-
force,” Austin said.

Agricultural
development
necessary

ISLAMABAD Special Assis-
i@ tant to Prime
A Minister on
| Poverty Alle-
| viation and
© Social Pro-
@ tection  Dr
Sanla lehtar Monday said
that agriculture develop-
ment and food security was
imperative for poverty alle-
viation, economic develop-
ment and social prosperity
in the country.

Addressing ginger harvest-
ing workshop, she said that
ginger can emerge as a
major crop and play an im-
portant role for the farming
community by enhancing
their farm income and crop
profitability. — APP
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No more nuclear wars
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A nuclear war cannot be won
and must never be fought

News DEsk

WESSINGTON: In a joint statement is-
sued on Monday, China, France, Russia,
Britain and the United States pledged to
prevent nuclear war and avoid arms rac-
es. The leaders of the five nuclear-weap-
on states, also the permanent members
of the United Nations Security Council,
affirmed their commitment to the Nucle-
ar Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) ob-
ligation. “None of our nuclear weapons
are targeted at each other or at any oth-
er State,” the leaders reaffirmed in the
statement. “A nuclear war cannot be won
and must never be fought.”

The countries said they would contin-
ue seeking bilateral and multilateral
diplomatic approaches to avoid military
confrontations, strengthen stability and
predictability, increase mutual under-
standing and confidence, and prevent an
arms race that would benefit none and
endanger all. They would pursue con-
structive dialogue with mutual respect
and acknowledgment of each other’s
security interests and concerns, said the
statement.The five countries also voiced
their intention to maintain and further
strengthen their national measures to
prevent unauthorized or unintended use

Continued on Page 06

Raisi says Trump

must face justice
DNA
TEHRAN: Iran’s President Ebrahim

Raisi has said former United States
President Donald Trump must face
justice for his role in the assassination
of top general Qassem Soleimani two
years ago, or else Iran will have re-
venge. In a televised speech on Mon-
day, the Iranian president said as the
“main criminal and killer” who ordered
the deadly drone attack on Soleimani’s
convoy in Irag, Trump must face “God’s
ruling” and suffer “gisas”, which is the
Islamic term for retaliation in kind.
Raisi called for the formation of a “fair
court” in which Trump, former Secre-
tary of State Mike Pompeo and other
American officials are sentenced and
punished. If not, he said, “don’t doubt,
and | tell this to all American states-
men, that the hand of revenge will come
out of the ummah’s [nation’s] sleeve”.
Iran has said Soleimani, one of the
most powerful figures in the country at
the time, was on a diplomatic mission
in Baghdad by invitation of the Iraqi
government when the US targeted him
near the city’s airport.

Booster jabs started
for people over 30

The booster will be administered after
6 months gap from the last dose

KHAYAM ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Monday has
started administering the COVID-19
booster dose to people who are over
30 years old. National Command and
Operation Center (NCOC), in a tweet,
announced that citizens over 30 years
will be eligible for a booster dose of their
choice. However, the booster will be ad-
ministered after 6 months gap from the
last dose. The centre advised citizens
to follow COVID-19 SOPs, wear masks
and ensure the complete vaccination and
booster doses amid the rising threat of
Omicron. Earlier on Sunday, the head
of the NCOC Asad Umar said that they
now have clear evidence that another
wave of COVID-19 has hit the country
as Omicron cases are rising especially in
Karachi. Taking to Twitter to make the
announcement, Asad Umar had said that
there is clear evidence of the beginning
of another Covid wave which has been
expected for the last few weeks.

Highest daily
tally in 2 months
reported

ISLAMABAD: The fifth wave of COV-
ID-19, which is driven by the Omi-
cron variant, is spreading at a great
pace in the country, the National
Command and Operation Centre
(NCOC) said Monday as Pakistan
reported its highest number of daily
infections in over two months.

While addressing the epidemic curve
chart data, the national immunisa-
tion plan, and disease prevalence
across the country in a morning
session on Monday, the NCOC con-
firmed that the positivity rate in
Karachi has risen from 2% to 6% in
the last three days, with the highest
number of positive instances.

The forum, presided over by Federal

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Prime Mlnlster Imran Khan inaugurating Paklstan China Business and

Investment Forum. — DNA

Enhancing exports
crucial for country’s
development: PM

The premier was addressing the launching
ceremony of Pakistan China Investment Forum

SHUJAAT HamzA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan on Monday

launched the Pak-China Business Investment Forum aimed at

enhancing information exchange and promoting communica-
tion between businesses of the two countries, thereby opening
up new avenues of cooperation. According to Radio Pakistan,
the forum consists of 18 Chinese and 19 Pakistani companies
and its objective is to promote sustainable investment, export
industry and development of modern technology in Pakistan.
The forum has been formed with the collaboration of the Board
of Investment Pakistan and All Pakistan Chinese Enterprises.
Addressing its launching ceremony in Islamabad, the prime
minister rued that smaller countries were faring much better
than Pakistan in exports. “It is very painful for us. How can a
country progress when it was not into exports?

Continued on Page 06

“Don’t let Opp. win”, PM
tells party spokespersons

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan Monday told PTI
spokespersons that their prime minister was “their brand”,
as he advised them to not let the Opposition dominate the
political milieu, according to sources. “Your leader is not
like those of the Opposition [...] the Opposition defends its
dacoit, thief, and corrupt leaders,” the prime minister said
during his address to the party spokespersons. The prime
minister, according to sources, asked the party spokesper-
sons to inform the masses that there would be “a decline
in inflation” during the next month, as he expressed satis-
faction over the economic team’s performance. PM Imran
Khan told Federal Minister for Finance Shaukat Tarin that
“you say that the economic conditions are better, but the Op-

position constantly criticises the government”. — DNA

Sudan PM
resigns

KHARTOUM: Sudan’s Prlme Minister
Abdalla Hamdok said he
would step down from his
role. The move comes
less than two months
after he was reinstated
following a military coup.
Sudan’s civilian Prime
Minister Abdalla Hamdok announced on
Sunday that he was stepping down from
his role. His resignation comes six weeks
after he was reinstated as part of an
agreement with the military that original-
ly overthrew the government in October.
“I decided to give back the responsibility
and announce my resignation as prime
minister, and give a chance to another

Continued on Page 06

Fawad says talks with
the IMF completed

Info Minister says no election more
transparent than KP polls in history

Bureau REPORT

FAISALABAD: Information Minister
Fawad Chaudhry on Monday said that
negotiations with the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) are completed.

Addressing the media after visiting Fais-
alabad, Fawad said that we want to intro-
duce an electoral system through which
fair and transparent elections can be
held. The Information Minister said that
no election was more transparent than
KP polls in history. He said that there

will be clean and transparent elections in
Punjab too. Information
Minister took a jibe at
the opposition and said
it is only busy roaring.
Fawad said if parties
- based on sectarianism
come to the fore, it will
be a Ioss He said it is unfortunate that
JUI stood victorious in KP polls. Political
parties should sit down and talk about
reforms, said Fawad.

Fawad said that Prime Minister Imran
Khan will not be blackmailed by anyone.

Pak achieved many foreign policy milestones in 2021

Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi says Pakistan desires friendly relations
with all its neighbors including India. But as the Prime Minister has said, the onus is
on India to take necessary steps to create an environment conducive for dialogue

ANSAR M BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi has said Pakistan
has proactively and consistently ad-
vanced its diplomatic objectives on a
range of diplomatic fronts, both bilat-
erally and multilaterally.

He expressed these views while address-
ing a news conference on Monday.

He further said, we have consolidated
friendships and further strenghtened bi-
lateral relations with major powers and
key partners across all regions. Led by
the Prime Minister, Pakistan has contin-
ued to be a leading voice at multilateral
forums with strong advocacy on issues of
sustainable and equitable development,
climate change, debt relief, corruption
& illicit financial flows, and Islamopobia.
And we are pressing ahead on the clear
pathway provided by the policy shift with
increased focus on geo-economics, lever-
aging our geo-political significance.

. \t
The Foreign Minister further said, we
have successfully and effectively put
forward our perspective and narrative
on major foreign policy issues including
Jammu and Kashmir dispute and the sit-

uation in Afghanistan.

2021 has also been an exciting year of re-
form and evolution for us at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs where the strategic re-
form planning under Vision FO in 2020,

became a reality in 2021.

To this end, we launched a robust Eco-
nomic Diplomacy agenda, Public Diplo-
macy Initiative, engaged in large scale
digital reform and leveraged Science Di-
plomacy the details of which | am happy
to share with you here today during the
course of this press conference.

In 2021, 1 am confident to say Pakistan
truly cemented our role as a regional
pivot with concrete and tangible actions
to cement a reputation for responsibility,
reliability and friendship.

The developments in Afghanistan - in
the run-up to and post 15 August turn
of events - presented a major challenge
to Pakistan as the immediate neigh-
bour that has historically suffered the
most from the consequences of insta-
bility in Afghanistan.

Post 15 August, Pakistan played a pivot-
al role in the safe evacuation of over 80
thousand individuals across 42 nation-
alities, consisting of diplomats, Inter-
national NGO workers, the media and

many, many others. Our officers worked
day and night, to make this happen. This
is what a responsible nation does. We
played our part. Prime Minister Imran
Khan has pledged Rs5 Billion aid to
Afghanistan, the first consignments of
which have already started. Pakistan
has consistently advocated that there
is no military solution to the situation
in Afghanistan and no alternative other
than a negotiated political settlement.
He said, the high point of these activi-
ties was the Extraordinary Session of
the OIC Council of Foreign Ministers
hosted by Pakistan in Islamabad on 19
December to focus on the humanitarian
situation in Afghanistan.

Attended by over 70 delegations, includ-
ing 30 at the Ministerial/Deputy Minis-
terial level, and representations from
various regional and international organ-
izations, and international partners, it
provided a wider platform to address the

Continued on Page 06



NATIONAL

5

amabadPOST

Tuesday, January 04, 2022

\ SN

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan chairing a meeting on Agriculture Transformation

Plan in Islamabad.— DNA

Sindh reportsl75
cases of Omicron,
339 corona cases

DNA

KARACHI: The Sindh government just to
ascertain prevalence of Omicron in the
province conducted 351 tests of which
175 were detected as Omicron which con-
stitutes 50 percent of the tests beside del-
ta and other variants.

This emerged in a meeting held under
the chairmanship of Sindh Chief Minister
Syed Murad Ali Shah here at CM House
on Monday. The meeting was attended by
Minister Health Dr Azra Fazal Pechuho,
Advisor law Murtaza Wahab, Parliamen-
tary Secretary on Health Qasim Soomro,
acting Chief Secretary Qazi Shahid Per-
vez, PSCM Sajid Jamal Abro, Secretary
Health Zulfigar Ali Shah, Dr Ari of Indus
Hospital and other concerned officers.
The meeting was told that 351 samples
were tested to ascertain the existence of
Omicron variant in the province against
which 175 cases of Omicron were detected.
It was also pointed out that out of 175 few

had travel history predominantly from the
UK, Dubai, USA, Germany, Saudi Arabia,
Nairobi and Angola.

It was pointed out that during the last 30
days, Dec 3, 2021 to Jan 2, 2022, the num-
ber of COVID cases have started increas-
ing. On December 3, 2021, 261 new cases
were detected which kept on showing an
upward trend and finally on January 2,
2022 reached 403.

At this the chief minister said that the sit-
uation was critical and urged the health
department to start an extensive vaccina-
tion drive and increase tests of the people
all over Sindh. He urged people of the
province to adopt precautionary meas-
ures, otherwise his government would
have to take strict measures.

The meeting was told that during the last 30
days, Dec 4, 2021 to Jan 1, 2022, 51 patients
died, of them 40 or 78 percent on ventila-
tors, six or 12 percent off ventilators, five or
10 percent at home. To a question, the CM
was told that so far 29,579, 471 vaccinations
have been administered all over Sindh.

PIA starts
flights from
Sialkot to
Dubai

SIALKOT: PIA has com-
menced its flights from
Sialkot to Dubai. The first
flight took off from Sialkot
International Airport on
Sunday night. A simple cer-
emony was held at Sialkot
International Airport on the
inauguration of PIA’s first
flight PK179. The ceremo-
ny was attended by Usman
Dar. SAPM Youth Affairs,

General
held in Jhelum

arade

Chaudhry Ikhlag, Provincial
Minister of Special Educa-
tion Punjab and Khawaja
Masood, Chairman Sialkot
International Airport. The
Passengers were welcomed
and seen off by distin-
guished guests along with
PIA ‘s GM Passenger Sales,
Muhammad Shafique, Dy.
GM Passenger Sales and

STAFF REPORT

JHELUM: On the direction of Rao Sardar Ali Khan inspec-
tor general of police Punjab, a general parade was held in
police lines Jhelum under the supervision of Rana Tahir Re-
hman Khan district police officer Jhelum today. DSP city cir-
cle was also present. District police officers and employees,
traffic police and elite force troops attended the general
parade. District police officer Jhelum inspected the parade
and checked the turnout of officers and employees involved

Dr Yasmin
reviews
distribution
of Sehat Card

LAHORE: Punjab
for Health| =
Dr Yasmin
Rashid  on
Monday pre-
sided over /
a meeting .}x
to  review 8@ 540
timeliness compliance on
distribution of Naya Pakistan
Sehat Sahulat Card here at
the Specialized Healthcare
and Medical Education De-
partment (SH&ME).
SH&ME Secretary Ahmed
Javed Qazi, Special Secre-
tary Ajmal Bhatti, Special
Secretary Dr Asif Tufail,
CEO Punjab Health Initia-
tives Management Compa-
ny Dr. Ali Razzaq and other
officials were present in the
meeting.

The Health Minister re-
viewed arrangements for
the launching of Naya Paki-
stan Sehat Sahulat Card in
different divisions.
Secretary SH&ME  Dr
Ahmed Javed Qazi gave
briefing to the Health Min-
ister on different steps for
the complete launching in
entire Punjab.

The Health Minister said,
“Prime  Minister Imran
Khan has given a historical
package to the nation in
the form of Naya Pakistan
Sehat Card,” adding that by
31st March, cards would be
distributed in all districts of
Punjab.

She said that Sehat card
distribution would start in
Rawalpindi from January
20, in Faisalabad from
9th February, in Multan
from February 22, in
Bahawalpur from March
2, in Gujranwala from
March 21 and in Sargodha
from March 31, adding
that new private hospitals
were being empaneled at a
fast pace.

She said that with the in-
troduction of Naya Pakistan
Sehat Card, around 29,000
beds would be available in
public and private hospitals

Minister

N

others. — DNA in the parade. of Lahore. — APP
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Strengthening
country’s economy
of the hour

Irum Tanveer, in her address further said that she believed
that the Special Committee headed by Manzar Nagvi would
be able to promote a better environment by increasing
economic growth with the help of BRI and CPEC

IS nee

Nazir H SivaL

KARACHI: Director General Press
Information Department (PID) Irum
Tanweer has said that strengthening
the country’s economy is need of the
hour. Developments under the pro-
jects of Belt and Road Initiatives (BRI)
and CPEC are the best initiatives for
regional economic developments and
connectivity. Pakistan will be benefit-
ed economically through this Vision of
Chinese President Xl Jinping by shar-
ing prosperity worldwide.

This was stated by her while address-
ing the special meeting of Karachi Edi-
tors Club (KEC) as a Chief Guest.
Irum Tanveer, in her address further
said that she believed that the Special
Committee headed by Manzar Nag-
vi would be able to promote a better
environment by increasing economic
growth with the help of BRI and CPEC.
Earlier, the Executive Committee of
KEC constituted the Special Com-
mittee on Silk Road Media Corridor
(SRMC). President Mubasher Mir has
announced that Secretary General
KEC Manzar Naqvi will be the Conven-

oy

~ ﬂr.r-.c Ve -

er of the Committee. An appointment
letter to this effect was given to him by
the chief guest Irum Tanweer on this
occasion in the presence of Mubashar
Naeem (DG Insurance Federal Om-
budsman), Mubasher Mir (President
KEC), members Executive Committee
of KEC Mukhtar Butt, Agha Masood
Hussain, Igbal Jamil, Shama Munshi
and member KEC Muhammad Noman.
Earlier, President KEC Mubasher Mir
highlighted KEC objectives and its per-
formance during the last four years and
informed Executive committee deci-
sion to founding the SRMC and thanked
the DG, PID Karachi for attending this
special initiative as the Chief Guest.

Manzar Naqvi on the occasion thanked
the KEC Executive Committee and
the DG PID Karachi for gracing the
occasion and announced the names of
the 22-member Special Committee of
the SRMC from all over Pakistan and
China. The special committee on Silk
Road Media Corridor (SRMC) will pro-
mote the spread of the BRI “Belt and
Road” Initiative and CPEC for sustain-
able development of the region and
the world and counter the negative
propaganda on these projects.

.

a

KARACHI: Irum Tanveer, Director General Press Information
Department Karachi speaking as chief guest during a function
hosted by the Editors Club. — DNA

Members from China are: Ms.
Yang Fanxin, Director of Internation-
al Cooperation Department, National
Academy of Development and Strat-
egy (NADS), Renmin University of
China; Kang Bing, a Chinese Scholar
& Ex-Deputy Chief Editor and Pub-
lisher, China Daily, Beijing; Diego Su
Qnig, Director of International Com-
munication Department, Xinhua Daily,
Nanjing; Ms. Zhu Na (Nicole) Senior
Bilingual Journalist Xinhua Daily.
Members from Pakistan, Karachi,
Sindh are: Mubasher Mir, Editor Daily
Pakistan, Karachi; Col (Retd) Mukhtar
Ahmed Butt, Defence Analyst; Agha
Masood Hussain, Senior Journalist,
Columnist and Anchor, & former Pro-
vincial Minister Information; Rasheed
Jamal, Senior Journalist & Author;
Prof. Igbal Jamil, Senior Journalist, An-
chor and Head of Mass Communication
Department, Greenwich University;
Ms. Shama Munshi, Author, Column-
ist, Producer and Politician; Faiz Brohi,
Electronic Media Expert & CEO, Awaz
TV; Alveena Agha, Writer, Senior Jour-
nalist, TV Anchor; Khurram Jaffarani,
Marketing & Advertising Expert and
Event Planner; Muhammad Noman,
Senior Photo Journalist.

From Quetta (Balochistan): Ms.
Javaria Tareen, Scholar, & President
Balochistan Institute of Research &
Development (BIRD).

From (Punjab) Lahore: Zahid
Baig, Senior Reporter Daily Busi-
ness Recorder.

From (Capital) Islamabad: Dr. Talat
Shabbir, Author, Poet, Scholar & Di-
rector Pak-China Study Centre, at In-
stitute of Strategic Studies; Mudassar
Bokhari, COO, Such TV; Naeem Awan,
Representative of Sindhi Media & Re-
gional Director Daily Tulu (Islamabad,
Sukkur, Hyderabad & Karachi).

From (Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa) Pe-
shawar: Syed Ali Nawaz Gilani, Writer
& President Pak-China Listener’s Club.
From Gilgit-Baltistan: Prof. Dr. An-
sar Madani, Author, and Broadcaster
& Professor Karakorum International
University.

FDPT
office

ets new
earers

Muzammil Sultan paid his humble

gratitude to the trustees for reposing

confidence in his leadership

Two kiln
owners
booked

FAISALABAD: Two Kiln
owners were booked over
violation of the zigzag tech-
nology order in the district
on Monday.

Deputy Director Environ-
ment Ferhat Abbas Kamoka

IsHFAQ MuGHAL

FAISALABAD: Newly elected Chairman
Mr. Muzammil Sultan and Mr. Junaid Ah-
mad Banth Vice Chairman of the Faisal-
abad Dry Port Trust (FDPT) have formal-
ly taken over the new responsibility from
January 01 for the term of 2022-23.

They took over their offices in a simple
but a decent ceremony which was also
attended by founding chairman Mian
Muhammad Latif, Chaudhry Igbal Akbar
Khan, Engineer lhtasham Javed, Javed
Akbar and Tauseef Bari in addition to the
leading businessmen and exporters of
this mega industrial city.

Mr. Muzammil Sultan paid his humble
gratitude to the trustees for reposing
confidence in his leadership.

He resolved to take best possible meas-
ures to infuse dynamism and make it one
of the most vibrant up-countryports. “I
will ensure close liaison with custom of-

ficials and FCCI so that it could become
an important segment of the overall eco-
nomic chain of this city”, he added.
“However to achieve this objective, he
will need sincere guidance of his sen-
iors”, he said and expressed concern
over the current financial status of FDPT
and said that this dry port is a blessing
for the business community of Faisalabad
and they must pool their energies to
make it a total success.

He particularly urged upon the exporters
who are currently sending their export
consignments through other ports to
utilize this facility available at their door
steps. He pointed out that in order to win
their confidence we must improve our
services through incentives and competi-
tive transport rates.

He said that he was also in touch with
the industrial units being developed in
M3 and Allama Igbal Industrial Estates
and hopefully they would prefer this
facility.

said that the teams during
inspection of brick kilns
took action against owner
of two kilns over violation of
zigzag technology.

The teams also checked
boilers in industrial units
and vehicles on roads and
issued warnings to several.
Rs 81,000 fine imposed
The price control magis-
trates imposed a fine of Rs
81,000 on profiteers here
on Monday.

According to  official
sources, the teams held
overall 886 inspections
in various markets and
bazaars and found 75
shopkeepers violating
government price lists.
They took action against vi-
olators under the price con-
trol act. — APP

DWFB releases Rs.70m grant

FAISALABAD: The District Welfare Fund Board (DWFB)
has released grant of Rs.70.594 million for 2,830 non-gazet-
ted applicants of different district departments.

This grant was released during DWFB meeting held with
Board Superintendent Tarig Mehmood in the chair.
Superintendent DWFB said that the meeting reviewed ap-
plications of marriage, death, educational scholarship and

(}/
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monthly grants and funeral grant of Rs.15.529 million had
been transferred into the accounts of 446 applicants while

/ marriage grant of Rs.22.365 million was disbursed to 406 ISLAMABAD
» . -, applicants. Similarly, educational scholarship grant of Rs. Qamar News Agency
Sl S S Sl = 32.7 million was provided to 1,926 applications of metric to 03105460372
ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice of Pakistan Justice Gulzar Ahmed in a group photo with the master level programs whereas monthly grant has also been
delegation of International Hindu Pilgrims in Supreme Court. — DNA approved for 52 applicants, he added. — APP RAWALPINDI

Corrupt offcials in PR to be shown the door: Swati

KARACHI
. . . . . . Nazir Siyal
Hazara Express was a very profitable train as it was helping to give considerable 03337554016
. . iy . . . . .
revenue to PR, he said adding, “We are giving priority to far-flung and backward areas like PESHAWAR
. e . . . . . A . - ’ =l AVIAR
Hazara division in accordance with the vision of the Prime Minister. Zarbagh News Agency
RAWALPINDI: Federal Minister for Rail-  The minister said he was making efforts to  Hazara Express which runs between Ha- The complaint numbers would be dis-
ways, Azam Khan Swati on Monday said  run the railways under an effective, viable valian to Karachi had been upgraded to played at all the railway stations to fa- FAISALABAD
that there was zero tolerance for corrup- and sustainable business plan. “I think it facilitate the passengers, he said. cilitate the citizens. A portal to register Ishfaq Mughal
tion in Pakistan Railways (PR) and such is the only way forward to save this depart-  Out of 230 coaches that would reach in  complaints was also being developed 03007689850
black sheep were unacceptable. ment from sinking further,” Swati said. Pakistan within three to four months, which would be activated within few
Talking to media persons after inaugurat- He congratulated all the staff members, one brand new rack would also be given  weeks, he added.
ing AC standard coach attached with Haz-  officers and divisional superintendents of  to facilitate the passengers of Hazara, he  “We would be accessible to all as we are JEHLUM
ara Express he said that a mega operation  Rawalpindi Division for upgrading rack of  informed. accountable to the people,” he said. Igrash News Agency
against financially corrupt officials had Hazara Express saying that it was in poor ~ The Station Masters of PR had been di- Lahore Railway Station would be re- 03005412069
been launched in the PR, that had been condition. He said, “I am excited to see rected not to sit in offices and remain in  vamped, he said adding, Railway porters
suffering billions of rupees deficit each smile today on the faces of the passen- the field to facilitate the passengers of were respectable for Pakistan Railways KHARIAN
year since long. gers travelling in Haraza Express.” the Railways. and efforts would be made to uplift them. IjazNew—sAgency
Those involved in corrupt practices would Hazara Express was a very profitable Facilitation Centers would be set up at all The contractor system would be elimi- 03068863870
be shown the door. “We would not allow train as it was helping to give considera- railways stations. A special cell would be set  nated from Pakistan Railways within few
black sheep to indulge in loot and plunder  ble revenue to PR, he said adding, “We are  up in Railway Ministry which would monitor ~ days to provide relief to the porters and SARA-I-ALMAGIR
of the assets of PR. The profit of PR is in-  giving priority to far-flung and backward the performance of the railway officers and  they would be provided opportunity to 2
creasing while its losses are decreasing due  areas like Hazara division in accordance the facilities being provided to the passen- earn their livelihood in respectably way, 0300 5428178

to earnest efforts of my team,” he said.

with the vision of the Prime Minister.”

gers across the country, he added.

he added. — APP

Asim News Agency
03435802610
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Rise In crime

HE recent figures reported on crime in Lahore

indicate an alarming situation. The statistics re-

port a 57% per cent increase in the crime rate
in 2021, with the crime figures in the provincial capital
exceeding 200,000. This is almost double the average,
which had not crossed 125,000, that had been reported
in previous years.
The figures must be taken with a hint of salt, however,
considering that the Punjab police adopted a policy of
free registration of cases in May 2021.
First Information Reports (FIRs) were infamously diffi-
cult to get registered; with easier, timely and uninter-
rupted registration of FIRs, it seems inevitable that the
rates of cases reported would increase, or so argue the
police authorities.
However, while ease of reporting may be a factor in the
rise in cases reported, there are a number of indicators
that clearly point to a dangerous increase in crime. Ana-
lysts note that poor economic conditions are always ac-
companied by a rise in crime.
There has been massive inflation and poverty that has
led to unemployment; the impact of this on crime rates
should not be underestimated.
Moreover, the police administration during these past
few years cannot be called efficient or consistent. There
have been frequent and premature transfers and post-
ings in the top ranks of the Lahore police, particularly
the reshuffle of the head of the operations wing.
Inconsistency and a lack of cohesion has led to ineffi-
ciency and low morale, that has clearly led to a rise in
crime. Instead of the excuse of free registration, the au-
thorities must take these factors into play and seek to
resolve them.
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Fifth wave

T seems as though the fifth wave is imminent after the

national positivity rate topped 1 percent and over 79 Omi-

cron cases were confirmed in Karachi. The government
has reacted quickly by imposing a 15-day lockdown in certain
neighborhoods in the metropolitan area, but there is still more
to be done. We are currently in a sensitive spot from which the
probability of evading a fifth wave may be high so long as imme-
diate and strict action is taken.
All over the world, 6.55 million new infections have been re-
ported—the highest figure declared ever since the WHO classi-
fied Covid-19 as a pandemic in 2020. This goes to show exactly
how contagious the new variant is and despite the efforts of
the government, it has entered Pakistan as well. The steady
transmission of the virus has now resulted in our positivity
rate to become 1.9 percent in a matter of a week alone when
on December 25, it was just 0.68 percent. This is an alarming
development that has made individuals like the NCOC Chief,
Asad Umar, state their concerns publically with the hopes that
a sense of worry will persuade people to abide by standard pro-
tocols and get themselves vaccinated.
The government has already imposed a smart lockdown in the
Gulshan-e-Igbal area of Karachi, along with a few other hotspots
from where an increased number of cases were being reported.
The local authorities are further promising to impose a ban on
public gatherings and enforcing strict adherence to standard
measures like wearing a mask and social distancing. While the
government works to resolve the various superstitions that the
unvaccinated hold, it must emphasise the economic and social
drawbacks that come with higher cases. Ultimately, it will all
have an adverse effect on the population itself.
When the crisis can be averted, it would be absurd for us to let
it drag on to a point of no return. Right now, we are in a position
where if our authorities act diligently, highlight the urgency of
the situation and demand strict adherence to laws, some posi-
tive outcome can be achieved.

Palestinian lives are

World Braille Day

precious, must be protected

Ramzy Baroud

The military’s
new rules allow Israeli
soldiers to shoot
and even kill fleeing
Palestinian youngsters
for allegedly
throwing rocks at
Israeli “civilian” cars

HE Israeli military’s recent decision to re-

vise its open-fire policies in the occupied

West Bank seems puzzling. What is the
logic behind giving Israeli soldiers the authority
to shoot even more Palestinians when existing
army manuals already granted them near-total
legal immunity?
The military’s new rules allow Israeli soldiers to
shoot and even kill fleeing Palestinian youngsters
for allegedly throwing rocks at Israeli “civilian”
cars. They even apply to situations where the
supposed attackers are not holding any rocks at
the time of the shooting.
The reference to civilians in the revised army
manual applies to armed settlers who have col-
onized the West Bank and East Jerusalem in
defiance of international law and Palestinian
sovereignty. These settlers, who often operate
as paramilitary forces in direct coordination
with the Israeli army, endanger the lives of their
own families by residing on occupied Palestinian
land. As per Israel’s twisted standards, these vi-
olent settlers, who have killed and wounded nu-
merous Palestinians over the years, are civilians
in need of protection from rock-throwing Pales-
tinian assailants.
In Israel, throwing rocks is a serious crime and
Palestinians who do so are criminals, according

to Liron Libman, Israel’s former chief military
prosecutor. For Israelis, there is little disagree-
ment on these assertions, even among those who
question the legality of the new rules. The point
of contention, according to Libman and others,
is that “a person who is fleeing does not present
a threat,” though Libman himself admitted that
“the new policy could potentially be justified.”
The debate on the new open-fire policy in the
Israeli media gives the false impression that
something fundamental has changed in the Israe-
li army’s relationship with occupied Palestinians.
This is not the case at all. There are numerous
examples of Palestinians, including children, be-
ing shot and killed with impunity, whether they
were throwing rocks or not.

In the Palestinian village of Beita, in the north-
ern West Bank, eight unarmed Palestinians
have been killed since May last year. This small
village has been the scene of regular demon-
strations against Jewish settlement expansion
and the illegal outpost of Eviatar. The victims
include Mohammed Ali Khabisa, the 28-year-old
father of an eight-month-old child, who was shot
dead last September.

Though the new rules have placed much em-
phasis on the status of the supposed Israeli
victims, in practice the Israeli military has used
the exact same standards to shoot, maim and kill
alleged Palestinian rock-throwers, even when
armed settlers are not present. A famous 2015
case involved the killing of 17-year-old Palestini-
an Mohammed Kosba at the hands of an Israeli
army colonel, Yisrael Shomer. The latter alleged
that Kosba had thrown a rock at his car. Shomer
chased down the Palestinian teenager and shot
him three times, killing him.

The Israeli officer was censured for his conduct,
not because he killed the teenager, but for not
stopping “in order to aim properly,” according
to The Times of Israel. The Israeli military’s
chief prosecutor concluded that “Shomer’s use
of deadly force under the framework of the arrest
protocol was justified from the circumstances of
the incident.” Israel’s disregard of international
law in its targeting of Palestinians is no secret. Is-
raeli, Palestinian and international human rights
groups have repeatedly condemned the Israeli
army’s inhumane and barbaric behavior in the
Occupied Territories.

In an extensive report as long ago as 2014, Am-
nesty International condemned Israel’s “callous
disregard for human life by killing dozens of Pal-
estinian civilians, including children, in the occu-
pied West Bank” over the years. The group said
that such killings had taken place “with near-total
impunity.” The report added: “The frequency

How “Raast” Is going to C
Pakistan’s economy digitally

Wajeeha Rubab

It would provide
number of choices
to secure payment

and payment channels
as well. It will also
make all the
governmental
payments digital such
as all the pensions,
and salaries will
process through it

AKISTAN’S economy is going towards

financial inclusion. Since Pakistan is

struggling in this industry from many
years and achieving its goals day-by-day. Raast
is another hallmark which was launched by
Prime Minister Imran Khan on 11th January
2021. Raast is an on-going project collaboration
between Karandaaz and State Bank of Paki-
stan) (SBP). This is the Pakistan’s first instant
payment system that will allow government
entities, businesses and individuals to make
end-to-end digital payments. Raast will be avail-
able 24/7 and people can made their payments

through mobile and CNIC.

It would provide number of choices to secure
payment and payment channels as well. It will
also make all the governmental payments digital
such as all the pensions, and salaries will process
through it. Also, the payments of Ehsaas pro-
gram and Benazir income support program will
be provided to the deserving through Raast. By
2022, customers will be able to pay merchants
through Raast and the need for cash will be lim-
ited. This system will include millions of people
into financial system and people will become part
of formal economy through Raast.

Government is much optimistic about higher tax
revenue by digitizing the system through Raast.
For tax year 2020, the names of 2.178 million in-
dividuals and companies have been included in
the Active Taxpayers List (ATL) 2021, according
to the list that the FBR released .The ATL 2021
has replaced the ATL 2020 that carried names
of 3.12 million individuals and companies. A
comparison of both the lists showed that over
932,000 names were missing from the new list.
The number of active tax payer is declined by
30%, which is alarming.

This project aims to improve payment infrastruc-
ture and to mitigate with tax payment issues.
This would affect Pakistan’s economy digitally.
Raast will become core component of Pakistan’s
payment infrastructure that will enable individu-
als, businesses and government entities to make
payments in a simple, fast and low-cost way. As
governing body is the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP), so payments would be done in highly se-
cured manner. Digital economies are the future
of the countries.

and persistence of arbitrary and abusive force
against peaceful protesters in the West Bank by
Israeli soldiers and police officers — and the im-
punity enjoyed by perpetrators — suggests that it
is carried out as a matter of policy.”
The Israeli rights group B'Tselem concurs. In
2015, it decried the Israeli army’s “shoot-to-kill
policy,” which is also applied to “people who have
already been ‘neutralized’.” In the case of Abdel
Fattah Al-Sharif, a Palestinian man who was shot
dead at point-blank range by Israeli military med-
ic Elor Azaria in 2016, he was not only “neutral-
ized” but also unconscious.
According to B'Tselem, Israeli “soldiers and po-
lice officers have become judge, jury and execu-
tioner.” With this tragic and sinister trajectory in
mind, one is left to wonder why the Israeli army
would amend its open-fire policy at this particular
moment. There are three possible answers.
Firstly, the Israeli government and army are an-
ticipating a surge in popular Palestinian resist-
ance in the coming months, possibly as a result
of the massive expansion of illegal settlements
and the forced evictions in East Jerusalem.
Secondly, the perfect alignment of the open-fire
policy with the aggressive shoot-to-kill military
practice already in place means Israeli soldiers
will no longer have to contend with any legal
repercussions for killing Palestinians, including
children, regardless of the circumstances.
Finally, the revised rules will allow Israel to
make a case for itself in response to the ongo-
ing investigation by the International Criminal
Court into human rights violations and war
crimes in the Occupied Territories. Israel’s at-
torney general will now argue that no war crimes
are taking place in Palestine since the killing of
Palestinians is consistent with Israel’s military
conduct and judicial system. Since the ICC is
investigating alleged war criminals, not the gov-
ernment itself, Israel hopes that it can spare its
murderers from having to contend with the legal
expectations of the court.
Though the timing of the Israeli military’s de-
cision to amend its open-fire policy may appear
sudden and without much context, the decision
is ominous. When a country’s military decides
that shooting a child in the back without any
proof that they posed any danger whatsoever is
a legal act, the international community must
take notice. While it is true that Israel operates
outside the minimum standards of international
and humanitarian law, it is the responsibility of
the international community to protect Palestin-
ians, whose lives remain precious, even if Israel
might not agree.

— Courtesy: Arab News

to change

Those counties who fail to be a part of modern
technology they can’t achieve their strategic
goals and become advance. Raast will help Paki-
stan to reach its potential.
This is a significant step for Pakistan to realize
its full potential and improve itself. This plat-
form will introduce digital advancement to poor
and unprivileged community of Pakistan. Also,
only 50% population in Pakistan is availing finan-
cial services out of which only 18% are women.
Most underprivileged and poor women aren’t
directly participating in the national economy.
Raast program will make these women a part of
the digital economy.
The step will be beneficial for the country be-
cause it will increase financial inclusion.
“If we want to achieve the digital economy we
have to include the lower class into the formal
economy and Raast aims to do just that”
Globally, fintech innovation has aided financial
advancement, resulting in new business models,
processes, applications, products, or services,
changing the face of global payments with a sub-
stantial effect on financial institutions and the
efficiency of financial services.
According to some estimates, by the end of 2017,
the size of the global fintech market had already
reached 3.6 trillion USD and is expected to reach
as high as 8.3 trillion USD by 2022. Fintech in-
fluence onfinancial services is growing, as 82%
of incumbents expect to increase fintech partner-
ships in the next three to five years, and the an-
nual ROI on fintech related projects is expected
to be around 20% (Rickert et al. 2017).

— The writer is MBA Student

at SZABIST Islamabad.

M Anwar Farooq

At the start, Braille
was produced by
special machines
with six keys, one

for each dot in
the Braille cell.
The first Braille

V_Vl’ltlng machlne was

invented in 1892 by
Frank H. Hall. He

was superintendent
of the Illinois

School for the Blind.

Modern innovation

for producing

Braille is an electric

embossing machine

similar to an electric
typewriter, and
electronlc_: co_mputer
procgassmg IS NOW
routine. Now, the
implementation of
computer technology
takes Braille to the
next level
cepted system of writing used
by and for blind persons.
It consists of a code of 63 charac-
ters. Each character in Braille is
made up of one to six raised dots
arranged in a six-position matrix or
cell. These Braille characters are
embossed in lines on paper and read
by passing the fingers lightly over
the manuscript. Louis Braille, who
was blinded at the age of three, in-
vented the system in 1824 while he
was a student at the National Insti-
tute for Blind Children in Paris.UN
celebrates World Braille Day on the
4th of January to raise awareness and
the importance of the Braille system.
Braille is not only a means of com-
munication for blinds and partially
sighted people but it is a realization
of their human rights. In November
2018, UN General Assembly decided
to celebrate World Braille Day on the
date of birth of Louis Braille and it
was celebrated worldwide first time
on January 4, 2019. It is a good way
to raise awareness of the importance
of the tactile global communication
system which helps enable blind and
visually impaired people, to realize
their full human rights.
Charles Barbier invented tactile
military code (night writing) for the
French military and Braille was based
on the Barbier code. He invented the
code on the demand of Napoleon and
the purpose of the code was to en-
able the soldiers to communicate si-
lently at night without a light source.
In Barbier’s system, sets of 12 em-

bossed dots encoded 36 different
sounds. It proved to be too difficult

RAILLE is a universally ac-

for soldiers to recognize by touch
and was rejected by the military.

In 1821 Barbier met with Louis
Braille at the Royal Institue for the
Blind in Paris. Braille identified the
defects of Barbier’scode. Braille pro-
posed a solution to use 6-dot cells
and to assign a specific pattern to
each letter of the alphabet. After-
ward, Braille also developed sym-
bols for representing numerals and
punctuation. Today, there are braille
codes for over 133 languages.

Braille allows blind and partially
sighted people to learn spelling,
grammar, punctuation and gain an un-
derstanding of how text is formatted
on the page. Braille use can enable
blind people to develop their skills
for self-expression in written form.
Braille’s math notations, sciences
symbols, columns, tables and charts
are also available and used to teach
mathematics and science to blind
people. Now Braille system is a
standard way that is used worldwide
for the learning of the blind visually
impaired people.

The acceptance of the Braille system
gradually increased worldwide. In the
UsS, in 1960, 50% of blind school-age
children were able to read braille.
In 2015, there were 61,739 blind
students were registered in the US
and more than 20000 blind and low
vision students were using Braille in
Brittan.

At the start, Braille was produced by
special machines with six keys, one
for each dot in the Braille cell. The
first Braille writing machine was in-
vented in 1892 by Frank H. Hall. He
was superintendent of the Illinois
School for the Blind. Modern innova-
tion for producing Braille is an elec-
tric embossing machine similar to an
electric typewriter, and electronic
computer processing is now routine.
Now, the implementation of comput-
er technology takes Braille to the
next level.

It is possible to produce braille man-
ually or by using computer technol-
ogy. Manual production of braille
is called braille transcription and
braille production through computer
software is called braille translation.
Braille translation software exists to
handle most of the common languag-
es of the world, and many technical
areas, such as mathematics, music
and tactile graphics.

The use of such software increases
the pace of production of Braille.
Now, Braille is widely used in the
world to help the blind. It is used to
create braille labels for identification
of household items, reading elevator
buttons, accessing phone numbers,
recipes, grocery lists and personal
notes. It is also used to access edu-
cational materials, novels and mag-
azines. People with access to a re-
freshable braille display can also use
braille for reading email and eBooks,
browsing the internet and accessing
other electronic documents.

No doubt, Braille is a marvelous in-
vention in the history of mankind. It
enabled a large number of blind peo-
ple in the world to learn, self-express
and contribute positively.

Braille is essential in the context
of education, freedom of expression
and opinion, as well as social inclu-
sion of Persons with Disabilities.
There is a need to spread awareness
about Braille for its implementation
and promotion to help people with
vision disabilities.

— The writer is a lecturer

in department of humanities
and social sciences, Khwaja
Fareed University of
Engineering and IT, Rahim
Yar Khan, Pakistan
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Highest daily
tally...

From Pace 01

Minister for Planning, De-
velopment, and Special
Initiatives Asad Umar and
National Coordinator Major
General Muhammad Zafar
Igbal, agreed to take strin-
gent measures for mandato-
ry vaccinations.
The NCOC also looked at
the disease’s spread and dis-
covered that the fifth wave
of COVID, which is driven
by Omicron, is spreading
quickly. To prevent the
spread of the fifth wave of
COVID, NCOC advised peo-
ple to be vaccinated, wear
masks, and maintain social
distance. It was also stated
that people who have been
vaccinated are less suscepti-
ble to Omicron. NCOC also
assessed district-level im-
munisation targets, and said
provinces are working tire-
lessly to meet their goals.

P5 states say
no to arms...

From Pace 01
of nuclear weapons.
Nuclear weapons should
serve defensive purposes,
the leaders said, adding that
they would work with all
states to create a security
environment more condu-
cive to progress on disarma-
ment with the ultimate goal
of a world without nuclear
weapons with undiminished
security for all.
We underline our desire to
work with all states to cre-
ate a security environment
more conducive to progress
on disarmament with the ul-
timate goal of a world with-
out nuclear weapons with
undiminished security for
all. We intend to continue
seeking bilateral and multi-
lateral diplomatic approach-
es to avoid military confron-
tations, strengthen stability
and predictability, increase
mutual understanding and
confidence, and prevent an
arms race that would ben-
efit none and endanger all.
We are resolved to pursue
constructive dialogue with
mutual respect and acknowl-
edgment of each other’s
security interests and con-
cerns” said the statement.

Enhancing
exports...

From Pace 01
He stressed that a coun-
try cannot progress until
it sells its products to the
world, also noting that the
products have to be more
than just agricultural in
nature. “Countries do not
progress by just selling
vegetables,” he added. The
prime minister said he was
often given feedback from
foreign investors about the
cumbersome process of
investment materialisation
in Pakistan. “It takes a lot
of time from an agreement
to its implementation
here, and the time is mon-
ey for investors. He will
turn away if no measures
are taken for his facilita-
tion.” PM Imran noted that
planning was afoot with
the Board of Investment to
address the problem.
He informed that the gov-
ernment was now focused to
undertake industrialisation
and increase its exports.
The premier said that Paki-
stan must learn urban plan-
ning from China to tackle
disparity in resource man-
agement arising out of rapid
population growth.

Sudan PM...

From Pace 01
man or woman of this noble
country to ... help it pass
through what’s left of the
transitional period to a ci-
vilian democratic country,”
Hamdok said in a televised
address.

Hours before the announce-
ment, thousands of protest-
ers took to the streets in
the capital calling on the
military to stop interfering
in the transition. Hamdok’s
decision comes amid stunt-
ed attempts to carry out a
democratic transition in the
country. He has called for a
roundtable discussion to ta-
ble a new agreement on how
this can be achieved.

“I have tried my best to stop
the country from sliding
towards disaster,” he said,
addressing the nation.

“In view of the fragmenta-
tion of the political forces
and conflicts between the
(military and civilian) com-
ponents of the transition
... despite everything that
has been done to reach a
consensus ... it has not hap-
pened,” he said.

MG No Novak

yet but rest of tennis

repares for Australian Open

“We’ve still got a few charter flights coming in until the end of this
week and then all the players will be here,” Tiley said

SpPoRTs DEsk

SYDNEY: While the “will he or won’t he?”
question remains for No. 1 Novak Djokovic
and his participation in the Australian Open,
the rest of the tennis world returns to work
this week to prepare for the season’s first
major beginning Jan. 17 at Melbourne Park.
The men’s ATP Cup team event has been
on since the weekend in Sydney, and there
are three tune-up events being played this
week in Melbourne as part of Tennis Aus-
tralia’s “Summer Set” of tournaments — two
WTA tournaments and one ATP.

In Adelaide, there is a joint ATP and WTA
tournament this week. Next week, both Ad-
elaide and Sydney will hold joint ATP-WTA
tournaments.

Djokovic is still nowhere to be seen.
Australian Open chief executive Craig Tiley
says there is “quite a bit to play out” before
nine-time champion Djokovic shows up to
play in Australia. The top-ranked player has
continually refused to reveal if he is vacci-
nated against COVID-19, a requirement to
play in Melbourne. But there has been spec-
ulation Djokovic could apply for a medical
exemption to play as he eyes a record-break-
ing 21st Grand Slam singles title. He is tied
with Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal with
20. Djokovic withdrew from Serbia’s ATP
Cup team last week.

“We’ve still got a few charter flights coming
in until the end of this week and then all
the players will be here,” Tiley said. “As far
as the status relates to Novak, | think we’ll
have a much clearer picture in the com-
ing days otherwise it’s getting pretty late

to show up and play the Australian Open.
There’s quite a bit to play out and | think it
will play out in the coming days.”

Naomi Osaka and Simona Halep will head-
line the WTA tournament in Melbourne
this week while Nadal, recovering from
COVID-19, is the top seed at the ATP event
at Melbourne Park. Also in the ATP tourna-

ment is second-seeded Reilly Opelka, Nick
Kyrgios and Grigor Dimitrov.

In Adelaide, top-ranked and Wimbledon
champion Ash Barty is the headliner, joined
by Coco Gauff, lga Swiatek and Aryna Sa-
balenka. Gael Monfils is the No. 1 seed at
the Adelaide ATP tournament, while Karen
Khachanov is seeded second.

At the Adelaide WTA event Monday,
third-seeded Maria Sakkari beat Tamara
Zidansek 6-2, 0-6, 6-4 in the opening round
of the 32-draw tournament and Ajla Toml-
janovic beat Heather Watson 6-4 7-6 (5).
Barty, who has a first-round bye, hasn’t
played a tournament since losing in the
third at the U.S. Open in early September.
“In the next couple weeks I’ll have to be pa-
tient with myself, it has been awhile since
I've played a competitive match,” Barty said
Monday. “But | feel good. I feel ready. Now
it's just about going out there and enjoying
it.” U.S. Open champion Emma Raducanu
withdrew from the Melbourne tournament,
having just come out of isolation after test-
ing positive for COVID-19.

Raducanu, who became the first qualifier
to win a Grand Slam tournament when she
won at Flushing Meadows in September,
had pulled out of an Abu Dhabi tournament
in late December after contracting the vi-
rus. Two of the biggest names in tennis
won’t be playing the Australian Open.
Federer is still recovering from right knee
surgery. Serena Williams’ Grand Slam title
drought will officially reach five years after
the 23-time major champion announced her
withdrawal from the Australian Open last
month due to an ongoing hamstring inju-
ry. It means she’ll miss another chance to
tie Margaret Court’s all-time Grand Slam
record. Williams’ 23rd major singles title —
and most recent — came at the Australian
Open in 2017.

And for the first time since 1997, no Wil-
liams sister will be in action at Melbourne
Park. Venus Williams, 41, hasn’t played
since August because of a leg injury.

Muhammad Hafeez retires
from International

DNA

LAHORE: Veteran all-rounder Moham-
mad Hafeez is all set to announce his
retirement from international cricket,
ending a career spanning more than 18
years with the Pakistan side.

The 41-year will represent Lahore Qa-
landars for the upcoming edition of the
PSL and will continue to be available
for franchise cricket around the world.
Hafeez represented Pakistan in 55
Tests, 218 ODIs and 119 T20Is while
amassing 12,780 runs across formats.
He also took 253 wickets.

The righthanded batter last played for
Pakistan in the T20 World Cup semi-final
on November 11. Hafeez had retired from
Test cricket in December 2018, with the
selectors later deciding to move on from
him in ODIs after the 2019 World Cup,
where he played his last match of the for-
mat - against Bangladesh at Lord’s.
“Today | say good-bye to international
cricket with pride and satisfaction. In
fact, | have earned and accomplished
more than | had initially envisaged and
for that, I am thankful to all my fellow
cricketers, captains, support staff and
the Pakistan Cricket Board who helped
me out during my career.

“And, of course, my family who made

big sacrifices to ensure | achieved my
aspirations of representing Pakistan at
a global stage.

“I am extremely fortunate, lucky and
proud to have been considered worthy
of donning the national kit with Paki-
stan emblem for 18 years. My country
and my team have always been at my
forefront and therefore, every time |
stepped on to the field, I tried to raise
their profile and image by playing hard
and tough but within the rich traditions
of spirit of cricket.

“When you have a professional career
as long as mine, you're bound to have

cricket

your share of highs and lows, and | was
no different. Results apart, | can say with
conviction that | had more highs as | had
the privilege of playing with and against
some of the finest exponents of the bat
and the ball of my era.

“While cricket has been a great learning
school for me, this great sport has pro-
vided me opportunities to visit various
countries, explore their cultures and
make friends. These are lifelong mem-
ories, which I will cherish every day. |
want to thank my fans and supporters for
believing in my abilities and backing me
throughout my career.”

Hafeez also captained the side in 32 in-
ternational matches. He was a member
of the Pakistan side that won the ICC
Champions Trophy 2017 in England
and Wales. Overall, Hafeez played in
three 50-over World Cups (2007, 2011
and 2019), six 20-over World Cups
(2007, 2010, 2012, 2014, 2016 and
2021) and three ICC Champions Tro-
phy (2006, 2013 and 2017).

In the ICC Player Rankings, Hafeez
achieved highest Test rankings of 22nd
in batting, 29th in bowling and fifth in
all-rounders. In the ODI rankings, Ha-
feez’s highest-ranking was 13th in March
2014, while he topped the bowling and
all-rounder charts in August 2012 and
January 2013, respectively.

Sakkari struggles
against Zidansek,
Hon stuns Kvitova

" Spain, Poland win matches at ATP cup |

AGENCIES

Busta defeated Viktor Durasovic 6-3, 6-3.

| played aggressively. “

\6-1 win over Aleksandre Metreveli.

SYDNEY: Spain and Poland remained perfect at the ATP
Cup, securing winning 2-0 leads in their matches Monday
for their second consecutive victories in the team event.

Robert Bautista Agut clinched the match for Spain by beat-
ing Casper Ruud of Norway 6-4, 7-6 (4) after Pablo Carreno

Bautista Agut improved to 9-2 in singles at the team event.
“Casper is playing unbelievable tennis, (he did) an unbe-
lievable performance last year, and today | played very
good,” Bautista Agut said in his on-court interview. “I
returned very well, I made very few unforced errors and

Kamil Majchrzak gave Poland the early lead over Georgia
with a 6-1, 6-1 win over Aleksandre Bakshi before Hubert
Hurkacz clinched it ahead of the doubles with a 6-7 (5), 6-3,

“He (Metreveli) played well in the first set and things were
not going my way. But | got better with each set and am
happy to get the win,” Hurkacz said.

Poland can book a place in the semifinals if it defeats Argen-
tina on Wednesday in its next group game.

Majchrzak needed only 53 minutes to beat Bakshi.

“I was trying to move (Bakshi) around and | think that was
the key to the match,” said Majchrzak, who is coached by
former world seventh-ranked Joakim Nystrom.

“He brings me a lot of confidence and a lot of calm in my
tennis so | can feel that | am improving,” Majchrzak said of
Nystrom on the ATP Tour’s website. “We are working on
(developing an all-court game) but in a way that doesn'’t in-
terrupt my baseline game. We will take it from the practice
to the matches but it takes time.”

Greece plays Argentina and Serbia takes on Chile in night
matches Monday. The four group winners in the 16-team
tournament advance to the semifinals on Friday and Satur-
day, with the winners meeting in the final on Sunday.
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ADELAIDE: World number six Maria Sakkari reached the
second round of the Adelaide International at Memorial
Drive on Monday by grinding out a 6-2 0-6 6-4 win over Slo-
venian Tamara Zidansek while local favourite Priscilla Hon
stunned Petra Kvitova 6-7(4) 7-5 6-2.

“It didn’t feel great to be honest, it wasn’t a good match
from my side,” said Sakkari, who reached the semi-finals at
the French and U.S. Opens last year.

“But | found a way to win and sometimes that’s enough and
I’m excited to be in the second round.”

Australia’s Hon lost a tight first set against world number
17 Kvitova but raised her game in the next two to outclass
the double Wimbledon champion and seal her first top 20
victory. “I can’t explain how much I’'ve been waiting for this
moment,” said Hon. “I was injured for almost a year, so |
was even more pumped to come out on tour and focus on
what I've been wanting to do for the past couple of years.”
Third seed Sakkari won a first set that was more keenly
contested than the scoreline suggested before slumping
dramatically in the second. Zidansek broke serve in the first
game after Sakkari’s unsuccessful challenge of a line call on
the final point and backed that up by holding her own serve
then breaking the Greek again to lead 3-0.

The Slovenian continued to punish the Greek'’s struggles on
her own serve and claimed the second set without dropping
a game. Sakkari secured an early break in the third set to
get back on track and while Zidansek fought back hard, the
Greek player eventually booked her place in the next round
with another break in the final game.

City’s ‘title to lose’ after Chelsea share spoils
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MANCHESTER: Even after a week-
end in which Manchester City pro-
duced the worst performance of
the Premier League’s top four, the
champions streaked further clear to-
wards a fourth title in five years.
City manager Pep Guardiola ad-
mitted his side were second best
despite coming from behind to beat
10-man Arsenal 2-1 with a 93rd min-
ute winner that secured an 11th con-
secutive league win.

As Guardiola’s men have hit their
stride, Chelsea and Liverpool have
run out of steam to turn a tight
three-horse race, into a procession.
Struck down by coronavirus out-
breaks and injuries, the two chal-
lengers for City’s crown threw
themselves into a titanic battle at
Stamford Bridge on Sunday, but a
2-2 draw did little for either side’s
hopes of reeling in the leaders.
City’s advantage now stands at
10 points from Chelsea, with Liv-
erpool a further point back with
a game in hand.

“It’s a big gap, so they have the ti-
tle maybe to lose at the moment,”
said Liverpool defender Virgil van
Dijk, one of those forced into a
swift return to action after testing

positive for Covid-19.

“We just have to get results, play
good football and win games. It
sounds pretty easy but it’s tough.”
Rather than cutting the gap, there is
a likelihood it could grow in the com-
ing weeks as Chelsea and Liverpool
tackle their own issues.

Both are involved in two-legged
League Cup semifinals over the
next two midweeks despite calls
from managers for the ties to be

switched to one-off games.
Chelsea’s record signing Rome-
lu Lukaku was dropped for Sun-
day’s crucial clash after an explo-
sive interview with Italian media
in which he revealed his displeas-
ure with how his first season
back at the Bridge is going.
Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp
was also absent due to a Covid in-
fection, along with Alisson Becker,
Roberto Firmino and Joel Matip.

And the Reds now have to cope
without their top goalscorers,
Mohamed Salah and Sadio Mane,
for up to a month due to their in-
ternational commitments at the
Africa Cup of Nations.

Chelsea will also lose goalkeeper
Edouard Mendy to the AFCON,
while first choice wing-backs
Reece James and Ben Chilwell
face months out injured.

“How should we compete in a title

race?” Blues boss Thomas Tuchel
complained earlier this week after
his side were forced to fulfil all of
their December fixtures, while 18
other Premier League games were
called off due to Covid outbreaks.
Even if Tuchel and Klopp’s men
recovered their early season form,
City’s relentless consistency shows
no signs of offering a ray of hope.
They have averaged a total of 95
points in each of Guardiola’s three
title-winning seasons in England and
are on course to hit that mark again.
“We showed our champion mentali-
ty, we never give up,” said midfield-
er Rodri after his late strike at the
Emirates kept City’s winning run
going. “We know how tough it is to
win the Premier League and we are
not going to drop it.

“We don’t look at the others
much and winning 11 games in a
row, it shows that we are focused
on ourselves.”

Should Manchester United beat
Wolves on Monday, the same
10-point gap between first and
second will separate Chelsea to
Tottenham in seventh, who have
three games in hand.

With City in a league of their own,
the title race has quickly fizzled out
into a familiar fight just to join them
in next season’s Champions League.

Pak achieved
many...

From Pace 01
humanitarian and economic
challenges confronting the
people of Afghanistan. The
meet led to a substantive,
action-oriented outcome that
included:

1 establishment
of a Humanitarian Trust
Fund under the Islamic
Development Bank

2. Launching of a
Food Security Program

3. Appointment of
a Special Envoy of the OIC
Secretary-General

Talking about Pakistan and
Iran relations the minister
said, Pak-Iran relations were
marked by regular interac-
tions at the leadership level
rooted in common faith and
shared values. President Arif
Alvi and Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan met President Raisi
on the sidelines of the ECO
Summit in Ashgabat and the
SCO Summit in Dushanbe re-
spectively. | had the pleasure-
of visiting Iran thrice over the
course of this year. Bilateral
Political Consultations at the
Foreign Secretary level were
also held in Islamabad.
Historical and cordial ties
with Turkey saw continuing
upward trajectory with the
exchange of high-level visits
and frequent telephonic con-
sultations. President Arif
Alvi visited Turkey in August
2021. | traveled to Turkey
twice and the visits were
reciprocated by the Turkish
Foreign Minister. Islama-
bad-Tehran-Istanbul ~ (ITI)
Cargo Train was launched
on 21stDecember.

About ties with the Central
Asian states Minister Qureshi
said, in line with our ‘Vision
Central Asia’, Pakistan pur-
sued active diplomatic out-
reach to the Central Asian
Republics (CARs). During the
year, the President of Tajik-
istan visited Pakistan, Pres-
ident Alvi visited Turkmeni-
stan for the 15th Economic
Cooperation  Organization
(ECO) Summit and Prime
Minister Imran Khan under-
took visits of Tajikistan and
Uzbekistan. The Prime Minis-
ter also virtually participated
in the 14th ECO Summit and
led the Pakistan delegation
to the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization (SCO) Summit.
Virtual  Summit  between
Prime Minister Imran Khan
and President of Uzbekistan
Shavkat Mirziyoyev was also
held during the year.
Engagement with East Asian
partners continued under Vi-
sion East Asia policy, with a
round table between the For-
eign Secretary and the resi-
dent ASEAN Ambassadors.
Pakistan also held various po-
litical dialogues with Korea,
Japan, Thailand and Australia
and New Zealand, he added.
Sustained interaction contin-
ued with the European part-
ners. | visited Germany, the
UK and Belgium. | also co-
chaired the 6th Round of Pa-
kistan-EU Strategic Dialogue
in Brussels which adopted a
comprehensive Joint Com-
muniqué. There were incom-
ing Foreign Ministerial visits
from Hungary, Germany, the
Netherlands, Italy, Spain, the
UK, and Denmark.

Bilateral Political Consulta-
tions/Dialogue were held with
Norway, EU, Switzerland, Ita-
ly, besides the inauguration of
Hungary-Pakistan Trade and
Economic Window (HPTEW)
and the first Hungary-Paki-
stan Business Forum during
the year as i mentioned ear-
lier. With the Russian Fed-
eration, there was growing
warmth and strengthening of
relations. Besides telephonic
conversations between the
leaders, Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov visited Paki-
stan in April. We also met in
Dushanbe in September, the
minister said.

He said, Pakistan remains
committed to the longstand-
ing relationship with the
United States and looks
forward to expanding it as a
broad-based mutually benefi-
cial partnership. To this end,
I held bilateral talks with Sec-
retary Blinken in New York.
Energy and Climate Change
Dialogues were initiated in
September.

We also saw the resumption
of U.S. Congressional visits
to Pakistan, as well as the
visit of a bipartisan Senate
delegation in December. Pa-
kistan’s exports to the United
States rose by 39 percent to
cross the $5 billion mark for
the first time. As a result of
the Government’s efforts,
Pakistan was included in
Amazon’s Seller’s List. The
United States supported Pa-
kistan’s Covid-19 response
through the provision of 27.6
million doses of coronavirus
vaccines.

We also maintained close en-
gagement on Afghanistan. On
Africa, he said, in pursuance
of the Prime Minister’s direc-
tive and the ‘Engage Africa
Policy’, there were a series of
substantive and unprecedent-
ed initiatives during the year.
Of the five new Missions to
be established, Kigali became
operational in March.



