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Sania 
Nishtar 
briefs 

diplomats
ISLAMABAD: Special Assis-

tant to PM 
on Poverty 
Al lev iat ion 
and Social 
Protec t ion 
Dr. Sania 

Nishtar on Monday briefed 
the Heads of Diplomatic 
Missions in Islamabad here 
at Foreign Office on the 
“Declaration on Establish-
ing a Global Social Protec-
tion Knowledge Platform.”
The Declaration is being 
steered by Pakistan in New 
York, in collaboration with a 
“Group of Friends on Social 
Protection” including Costa 
Rica, Nigeria and Turkey, 
supported by the World 
Bank. – APP

Inquiry 
to fix 

responsibility
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister of 
State for In-
f o r m a t i o n 
and Broad-
casting, Far-
rukh Habib 
on Monday 

said that Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI), government 
has ordered an inquiry to 
fix responsibility in Murree 
tragedy. Inquiry committee 
would submit report after 
collecting facts regarding 
Murree incident, he said 
while talking to a private 
television channel. The 
whole nation has saddened 
over precious loss of human 
life, he said. Fifty thousand 
more vehicles wanted to 
enter Murree to enjoy snow 
falling last weekend but 
the administration timely 
stopped all the vehicles to 
protect public from incon-
venience, he stated. 

Mazari tests 
positive for 

Covid-19
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Hu-
man Rights 
Dr Shireen 
Mazari has 
tested posi-
tive for novel 

coronavirus. Shireen Mazari 
had quarantined herself at 
home after testing positive 
for Covid-19. President Dr 
Arif Alvi had also tested pos-
itive for the COVID-19 for 
the second time on January 
6. “I have tested positive for 
Covid-19 again. Had a sore 
throat since four to five days 
and was getting better. 

Briefs

Six terrorists 
killed in 

Quetta: CTD
A “huge terrorism 

plan” of IS had been 
averted in Quetta, the 

spokesman says

Bureau report/DNa
QUETTA: At least six suspected terror-
ists belonging to the militant Islamic 
State (IS) group were killed during an 
operation conducted by the counterter-
rorism department (CTD) in the East-
ern Bypass area here on Saturday night. 
In a statement, a CTD spokesman said 
there was a heavy exchange of fire dur-
ing the intelligence-based operation 
conducted on information about the 
presence in the area of the militants. 
The CTD also seized arms, ammunition 
and explosive material from a house 
being used by the members of the 
banned outfit as their hideout. A “huge  

TTP’s top 
man killed in  
Afghanistan

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The most wanted terror-
ist in Pakistan and out-
lawed TTP spokesper-
son, Khalid Balti alias 
Muhammad Khurasani, 
has been killed in Af-
ghanistan’s Nangarhar 
province. Khalid Balti 
alias Muhammad Khurasani was killed in 
an undisclosed location of Afghanistan’s 
Nangarhar province. Khurasani had 
been appointed as banned Tehrik-i-Talib-
an Pakistan (TTP) spokesperson in 2014 
after Shahidullah Shahid and renowned 
for his anti-Pakistan stance.
It was learnt that Balti alias Muhammad 
Khurasani had been operating a training 
camp for TTP terrorists in Miranshah to 
disturb the peace situation in Pakistan. 
After the success of Operation Zarb-e-
Azab by Pakistani armed forces, Khuras-
ani fled to Afghanistan and later he was 
appointed as TTP spokesperson. The 
outlawed commander had reportedly 
been busy merging the factions of TTP.
Khurasani was involved in many terror-
ist attacks on innocent citizens and per-
sonnel of the security forces. It emerged 
that the TTP leader was planning for 
carrying out another series of attacks 
after hinting at initiating terror activities 
in Pakistan. 

Khalid Balti alias Muhammad 
Khurasani was killed in 

an undisclosed location of 
Afghanistan’s Nangarhar province

News Desk

ALMATY: Kazakhstan’s President Kass-
ym-Jomart Tokayev has described deadly 
violence last week as an attempted coup 
d’etat. He told leaders of a military al-
liance of ex-Soviet states the action had 
been co-ordinated by a “single centre”, 
but did not name those responsible.
Russia’s President Vladimir Putin said 
Kazakhstan had been targeted by in-
ternational terrorism, but provided no 
evidence for this claim.
He added that Russia would never al-
low revolutions in the region.
Troops from Russia and other countries 
are currently in Kazakhstan to restore 
order. The demonstrations, triggered 
by a rise in fuel prices, turned into the 
worst unrest the country has seen in its 
30 years of independence. Dozens of 
people are reported to have died, includ-

ing 16 members of the security forces.
The protests started on 2 January and 
grew to reflect discontent at the gov-
ernment and former President Nursul-
tan Nazarbayev, who led Kazakhstan 
for three decades and is still thought 
to retain significant influence.
Correspondents say the recent vio-

lence may be linked to a power strug-
gle within the ruling elite. A week after 
violence erupted, the authorities say 
the situation has now stabilised, with 
troops continuing “clean-up” opera-
tions and guarding strategic facilities.
A state of emergency and a nationwide 
curfew remain in place. Almost 8,000 
people have been detained throughout 
the country, the Interior Ministry said 
on Monday. The security talks between 
leaders of the Russian-led Collective Se-
curity Treaty Organisation (CSTO) mili-
tary alliance came as Kazakhstan began 
an official day of mourning to commemo-
rate those killed in the unrest.
“Armed militants who were waiting in 
the wings joined the protests. The main 
goal was obvious: the undermining of 
the constitutional order, the destruc-
tion of government institutions and the 
seizure of power. It was an attempted 
coup d’etat,” Mr Tokayev said.

Unrest was ‘attempted coup d’etat’: President
The President told leaders of a military alliance of ex-Soviet states the action 

had been co-ordinated by a “single centre”, but did not name those responsible
Forces in Kazakhstan 

for ‘limited’ time: Putin
ALMATY: Russian President Vladimir Putin said Monday that a Mos-
cow-led military detachment deployed to counter 
unrest in Kazakhstan would remain in the Central 
Asian country for only a “limited” period.
“A contingent of CSTO peacekeeping forces has 
been sent to Kazakhstan -- and I want to emphasize 
this -- for a limited time period,” Putin said during a 
meeting of leaders from ex-Soviet countries, during 
which he added that Kazakhstan had been targeted 
by “international terrorism” and vowed that Russia 
would not allow “revolutions” in the region.
Last week, US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
questioned Kazakhstan’s decision to seek Russian military help, as the 
first of about 2,030 Russian-led troops arrived in the country. Officials in 
Moscow gave assurances their presence was temporary.
Mr Blinken urged the Kazakh authorities to respect the rights of protesters 
while maintaining law and order. – Agencies

News Desk/DNa

ISLAMABAD,):Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi Monday met Prime 
Minister of Romania Nicolae Ciuca 
wherein they discussed the bilateral mat-
ters, the situation in Afghanistan, and 
the human rights abuses in the IIOJK.
On his arrival at the PM Office, Foreign 
Minister Qureshi was received by the 
Romanian Chief of Protocol.
The foreign minister conveyed good 
wishes from Prime Minister Imran Khan 
and highlighted the historic and cordial 
ties between the two countries.
He told the Romanian PM that Pakistan 
desired to establish broad-based and re-
sult-oriented ties with his country and 
the current improvement of the bilater-
al relations manifested the vision of the 
two leaderships.
The foreign minister lauded the an-
ti-COVID measures by Romania and 
thanked the Romanian PM for a dona-
tion of 500,000 doses of anti-COVID  

FM stresses 
Pak-Romania 

joint economic 
commission

News Desk

BUCHAREST: Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi has stressed on 
reviving joint economic commis-
sion between Pakistan and Roma-
nia to further strengthen bilateral 
relations. Addressing a joint press 
talk along with his Romanian coun-
terpart Bogdan Lucian Aurescu in 
Romania on Monday, he said both 
countries have immense potential 
in economic cooperation that can be 
tapped through bilateral economic 
activities. The Foreign Minister ex-
pressed hope that his tour will help 

Opp. wants Murree 
tragedy probed

Shahbaz, Bilawal condemn the 
“mismanagement” on part of the government 

shujaat hamza

ISLAMABAD: Leader of the Oppo-
sition in the National Assembly and 
PML-N President Shahbaz Sharif on 
Monday demanded the formation of a 
judicial commission to probe the Mur-
ree tragedy in which more than 20 peo-
ple lost their lives after being stranded 
in heavy snow, media reported. 
Speaking during a session of the National 
Assembly, Shahbaz condemned the “mis-
management” on part of the government 
that, according to him, led to the tragic 
deaths. It should be recalled that on Sat-
urday night, more than 20 tourists died of 
carbon monoxide poisoning in Murree 

Shahbaz just a 
trickster: Fawad

raNa Farrukh

ISLAMABAD: The information minis-
ter spoke after Shehbaz wrapped up 
his tirade against the government and 
lashed out at the opposition leader for 
not speaking like a leader.
“He [Shehbaz] is here after taking an 
exemption from court. I thought he 
would speak like a leader but he has 
once again proven that he is just a trick-
ster who has nothing to say,” Chaudhry 
said. The minister said that the entire 
nation was in sorrow over the incident 
in Murree. “It was thought that this in-
cident would be discussed in a manner 
that leads to unity, but leaders are born 
and not made through false means.” 
He claimed that the Sharif family had 
created “palaces” using government 
resources instead of spending it on de-
velopment and infrastructure in Pun-
jab and Murree.

Modi’s 
agenda a 
threat to 
regional 

peace: PM
khayam aBBasi

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran 
Khan on Monday slammed the Naren-
dra Modi-led Indian government for its 
continued silence on the “hate speech” 
conclave, which called for the genocide 
of Muslims in India.
“The continuing silence of Modi govt on 
the call at an extremist Hindutva summit 
in December for genocide of minorities 
in India, especially the 200 million Mus-
lim community,” the prime minister said 
in a series of posts on Twitter.
The violent hate speeches were 
made during the “Dharma Sansad” 
held at Haridwar, Uttarakhand, from  

Islamabad

RAWALPINDI: Major General Talal Abdullah Al-Otaibi, Military 
Advisor to His Royal Highness Minister of Defence, Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia (KSA) calls on General Qamar Javed Bajwa, Chief of 
Army Staff (COAS) at GHQ. – DNA
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COAS stresses 
mechanism to 
help Afghans

staFF report

RAWALPINDI: Major General Talal Ab-
dullah Al-Otaibi, Military Advisor to His 
Royal Highness Minister of Defence, 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) called 
on General Qamar Javed Bajwa, Chief of 
Army Staff (COAS) at GHQ. 
During the meeting, matters of mutual 
interest, regional security, current situa-
tion in Afghanistan and bilateral defence 
relations between the two countries were 
discussed. COAS said that Pakistan val-
ues its historical and brotherly relations 
with the Kingdom and acknowledges its 
unique place in the Islamic world. COAS 
stressed upon the urgency for swiftly 
devising an institutional mechanism for 
channeling humanitarian assistance to 
Afghanistan in order to avert a looming 
humanitarian catastrophe. He under-
scored the importance of peace and rec-
onciliation initiatives in Afghanistan. 
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AH Group, Pak World Trade 
& Expo Centre sign MoU

DNa

PESHAWAR: MOU has been signed between 
AH Group Chairman Yasir Ali Mahsud and 
the Founder Chairman Khurshid Barlas of 
Pak World Trade & Expo Centre - Pvt Ltd, 
where AH Group will hold the honor to 

sponsor the event of Peshawar International 
Property Expo happening on 11th, 12th, and 
13th of February 2022. 
AH Group is also pleased to announce an-
other sponsorship for International Cham-
bers Summit 2022 that will be held at 
Serena Hotels Islamabad on 11th & 12th 
January 2022. 
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Gulrukh khaN

A cryptocurrency (or “crypto”) is a form 
of payment that can circulate with-
out the need for a central monetary 

authority such as a government or bank. In-
stead, cryptocurrencies are created using 
cryptographic techniques that enable people 
to buy, sell or trade them securely.
Cryptocurrencies can be exchanged for goods 
and services, though they often are used as in-
vestment vehicles. Cryptocurrency is also a key 
part of the operation of some decentralized finan-
cial networks, where digital tokens are an impor-
tant tool for carrying out transactions.
The most popular cryptocurrency, Bitcoin, has 
had a historically volatile price. In 2021, it hit an 
all-time high above $69,020 before falling back 
(Source Binance Exchange).
Cryptocurrency is decentralized digital money 
that’s based on blockchain technology. You may 
be familiar with the most popular versions, Bit-
coin and Ethereum, but there are more than 
10,000 different cryptocurrencies in circulation.
Let’s have a look at the price of 1 BTC over 
the years. 2010 0.5$, 2011 10$, 2012 10$, 
2013 745$, 2014 310$, 2015 360$, 2016 1000$, 
2017 19000$, 2018 3809$, 2019 12069$, 2020 
28000$, 2021 69020$.
Its Start from nothing. In 2009 You 1000 BTC 
was equal to 0.03 USD.
How Does Cryptocurrency Work?
A cryptocurrency is a medium of exchange that is 
digital, encrypted, and decentralized. Unlike the 
U.S. Dollar or the Euro, there is no central au-
thority that manages and maintains the value of a 
cryptocurrency. Instead, these tasks are broadly 
distributed among a cryptocurrency’s users via 
the internet. You can use crypto to buy regular 

goods and services, although most people invest 
in cryptocurrencies as they would in other as-
sets, like stocks or precious metals. While cryp-
tocurrency is a novel and exciting asset class, 
purchasing it can be risky as you must take on a 
fair amount of research to fully understand how 
each system works.
Bitcoin was the first cryptocurrency, first out-
lined in principle by Satoshi Nakamoto in a 2008 
paper titled “Bitcoin: A Peer-to-Peer Electronic 
Cash System.” Nakamoto described the project 
as “an electronic payment system based on 
cryptographic proof instead of trust.” That cryp-
tographic proof comes in the form of transactions 
that are verified and recorded on a blockchain.
What Is a Blockchain?
A blockchain is an open, distributed ledger that 
records transactions in code. In practice, it’s a 
little like a checkbook that’s distributed across 
countless computers around the world. Trans-
actions are recorded in “blocks” that are then 
linked together on a “chain” of previous crypto-
currency transactions.
“Imagine a book where you write down 
everything you spend money on each day,” says 
Buchi Okoro, CEO, and co-founder of the African 
cryptocurrency exchange Quidax. “Each page is 
similar to a block, and the entire book, a group of 
pages, is a blockchain.”
With a blockchain, everyone who uses a crypto-
currency has their own copy of this book to cre-
ate a unified transaction record. The software 
logs each new transaction as it happens, and 
every copy of the blockchain is updated simul-
taneously with the new information, keeping all 
records identical and accurate.
To prevent fraud, each transaction is checked us-
ing one of two main validation techniques: proof 
of work or proof of stake.
How Can You Use Cryptocurrency?

You can use cryptocurrency to make pur-
chases, but it’s not a form of payment with 
mainstream acceptance quite yet. A handful 
of online retailers like Overstock.com accept 
Bitcoin, but it’s far from the norm.
Until crypto is more widely accepted, you can 
work around current limitations by exchanging 
cryptocurrency for gift cards. At eGifter, for in-
stance, you can use Bitcoin to buy gift cards for 
Dunkin Donuts, Target, Apple, and select other 
retailers and restaurants. You may also be able 
to load cryptocurrency to a debit card to make 
purchases. In the U.S., you can sign up for the 
BitPay card, a debit card that converts crypto 
assets into dollars for purchase, but there are 
fees involved to order the card and use it for 
ATM withdrawals.
Can I purchase crypto in Pakistan?
Unfortunately, the residents of Pakistan can-
not buy Bitcoin on Binance (or any other cryp-
to exchange) using their debit or credit cards 
as the local banks have restricted transactions 
to or from crypto exchanges with a reason that 
virtual currencies do not qualify as a legal ten-
der in the country.
Is Cryptocurrency ban in Pakistan?
Despite the growing crypto culture in Pakistan, 
the country does not have a solid law-work to 
regulate these virtual coins. Pakistan’s Sindh 
High Court has directed Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s government to speed up the regulation 
of cryptocurrencies. How to Buy Bitcoin in Pa-
kistan (Step-by-step guide).
Download the Binance app or go to the website 
to create an account. Create an account and veri-
fy it. ... Once verified, you can start purchasing by 
selecting the Buy Crypto -> P2P Trading option.
Enter the amount in PKR and select a trader for 
buying the USDT.

–The writer is a student

What is cryptocurrency?

FESCO issues 
shutdown notice
Electricity supply from Ghausia Colony, Mamonkanjan 

City, al-Awwal, Bungalow and Khawaja Habib Ullah feeders 
originating from 132-KV Mamonkanjan grid station will 

remain suspended from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m
Bureau report

FAISALABAD: Faisalabad Electric 
Supply Company (FESCO) has issued 
power shutdown programme for Tues-
day due to necessary repair, main-
tenance and expansion of electricity 
lines. 
According to the schedule, power supply 
from Minara and Ahmad Nagar feed-
ers linked with 132-KV Bhowana grid 
station, Model Town feeder originating 
from 132-KV University  grid station, 
Katchery Road and Sir Syed feeders 
emanating from 132-KV Factory Area  
grid station, PMC and Mansooran feed-
ers originating from 132-KV Industrial 
Estate grid  station, Tariq Abad feeder 
emanating from 132-KV Old Thermal 
grid station, Rehmat Abad  feeder orig-
inating from 132-KV Nishatabad grid sta-
tion, Sandal and Sargodha Road feeders  
linked with 132-KV Chiniot grid station, 
S-II and Lal Kothi feeders originating 
from 132-KV  Scarp Colony grid station, 
Katchery Road, Buchiana, new Dana 
Abad, Arkana and new  Awagat feed-
ers linked with 132-KV Jaranwala grid 
station, Phalahi Wala feeder originat-
ing  from 132-KV Chak No.103-RB grid 
station, Jassoana Bungalow feeder ema-
nating from  132-KV Sitiana grid station, 
Noor Mehal feeder originating from 132-
KV Mureedwala grid  station, Ashraf 
Colony, Mureedwala and Maqbool Pur 
feeders emanating from 132-KV  Gojra 

grid station, Nia Lahore-II feeder orig-
inating from 132-KV Nia Lahore grid 
station,  GIC feeder emanating from 
132-KV Sammundri Road grid station, 
Nazim Abad, Liaqat Abad  and Islam 
Pura feeders originating from 132-KV 
Jhang Road grid station, al-Khaliq feeder  
linked with 132-KV Thikriwala grid sta-
tion, Fareed feeder originating from 132-
KV Sammundri  grid station, Garh feed-
er emanating from 132-KV Garh Fateh 
Shah grid station and Khuda Yar  feeder 
originating from 132-KV Mamonkanjan 
grid station will remain suspended from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
While Lyallpur Chemical, al-Habib, Islam 
Pura, Canal Road, ATM, Barala, Roda-
la, Lahore Road,  Dana Abad, Crescent 
Cotton, Jute Mill, 240 Mor, Faisalabad 
Road, College Road, Katchery Road,  
Theraj Shaheed, Gogera, Bucheki Road, 
Buchiana Road, new Awagat, Ali Pur 
Bungalow, Arkana  and Waseer feeders 
emanating from 132-KV Jaranwala grid 
station will observe shutdown from  10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Tuesday (January 11).  

Similarly, electricity supply from Ghau-
sia Colony, Mamonkanjan City, al-Aw-
wal, Bungalow and Khawaja Habib 
Ullah feeders originating from 132-KV 
Mamonkanjan grid station, Sheeraza, 
Ravi, Pir Salahud Din, TSML, Zafar 
Chowk, Sugar Mill, Khiddarwala, Kan-
jwani and Kallar Wala feeders linked 
with 132-KV Manjhala Bagh grid station 
will remain suspended from 11:30 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.  whereas Hussain Pur Bunga-
low, Thikriwala (Mamonkanjan), Darya 
Bal, Kotla and Mureedwala  feeders 
originating from 132-KV Mureedwa-
la grid station, new Awagat and Canal 
Road feeders  linked with 132-KV Jaran-
wala grid station, Elyas Garden, GIC, 
Mujahid Abad, Muzaffar Colony  and 
Nawabanwala feeders originating from 
132-KV Sammundri Road grid station 
and Risala  Road feeder linked with 132-
KV Jhang Road grid station will observe 
load shedding from 9 a.m.  to 2 p.m. on 
January 11. Meanwhile, power supply 
from Babar Chowk, Sitiana Road, Awan-
wala, Kareem Garden, Zamzam, Fateh 
Textile, Raheem Valley, Garden Colony, 
Gulbehar Colony, Khayaban Green, Har-
ianwala,  Makkah City, T&N, Sitara Park 
City, new Khannuana and PGSHFA-4 
feeders originating from 132-KV  Khan-
nuana grid station, Edan Valley, Gulab, 
S-II, Jaranwala Road, Sultani Alasto, 
Borstal Jail and  Lal Kothi feeders em-
anating from 132-KV Scarp Colony grid 
station will also remain suspended  9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Tuesday (Jan 11, 2022).

SKARDU: Children enjoying skating after snowfall in the northern area of Pakistan. – APP

Julien Harneis calls on 
Governor Sindh Imran

Nazir siyal

KARACHI: The eight-member delegation 
led by the UN Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator Julien Harneis called on Gover-
nor Sindh Imran Ismail here at Governor’s 
House on Monday to discuss matters relat-
ing to health, pollution, climate change, en-
vironment, availability of potable water and 
other pertinent issues. 
The meeting also included a detailed discus-
sion on the current issues being faced in the 
country, keeping in view the depleting nat-
ural resources and the importance of con-
serving them. An interesting exchange of 
views took place on the successes achieved 
and the prospects for further building up 
the long-term constructive dialogue. 
The two sides discussed issues on further 
consolidation of efforts in the implementa-
tion of the Sustainable Development Goals 
in the context of upcoming UN Sustainable 
Development Cooperation Framework for 
Pakistan (2023-27).
It was also discussed that the Indus River 
Basin which is under threat from climate 
change, environmental degradation, popu-
lation pressure and pollution hence putting 
a question mark on its resilience to sustain 
life for future generations. Pakistan, there-
fore, needs a Perspective Plan to conserve 
the resource base, use it wisely and restore 
the ecosystem. 
The UN System in Pakistan during its for-

mulation exercise of United Nations Sus-
tainable Development Cooperation Frame-
work (UNSDCF) came up with the idea of 
ecological restoration of Indus River basin. 
The UN is developing a Plan in consulta-
tion with all stakeholders to contribute 
and build upon provincial, national and in-
ternational initiatives in Pakistan. “In four 
months’ time from January 2022 to April 
2022, the Master Plan is to be prepared 
to unite existing initiatives, cover gaps, 
identify framework for climate financing 
and develop a national communication 
strategy”, it was told. The Governor Sindh 
said that the government was especially fo-
cusing on addressing health-related issues. 
The government is according top priority 
to these areas,” he added. 
Highlighting the successes made in the 
flagship Billion Tree Tsunami project, the 
Governor further observed that this will go 
a long way towards mitigating the adverse 
impacts of climate change in the country.
Julien Harneis spelled out the objectives of 
the UN in Pakistan and said that the pur-
pose of the visit was to focus on critical are-
as such as good governance, health, educa-
tion, youth development, population control 
and addressing the issue of climate change.
The Governor Sindh assured the delega-
tion of maximum possible assistance on 
behalf of the federal government; and 
thanked the UN Resident Coordinator for 
the UN’s significant contribution to de-
velopment in Pakistan. 

PHP police 
arrest 141 
criminals

FAISALABAD: The Punjab 
Highway Patrol (PHP) po-
lice claimed to have arrest-
ed 141 criminals,  including 
a dacoit gang, during the 
last ten days.
A spokesman for the PHP 
police on Monday said offi-
cials also seized three Kal-
ashnikovs,  three pistols, 
one gun, one pump action, 
127 rounds, 8.8-kg hashish 
and 17 liters of liquor  be-
sides eight mobile phones. 
He said the patrolling police 
also reunited a missing boy 
with his family while action 
was  taken against 72 driv-
ers for using fake number 
plates. The PHP police 
also removed five encroach-
ments from various roads 
in addition to  impounding 
37 vehicles for using unap-
proved gas cylinders. – APP

2 plots sealed 
over illegal 

construction
FAISALABAD: Faisalabad 
Development Authority 
(FDA) has sealed 2 plots 
in Gulistan  Colony and Sir 
Syed Town over their ille-
gal construction. A spokes-
man for the FDA said on 
Monday that plot holders 
were bound to  seek prior 
approval from the authority 
for construction of any type 
on their  plots but during 
checking the FDA teams 
found that owners of Plot 
No.35-G  in Gulistan Colo-
ny No.1 and Plot no.554-E 
in Sir Syed Town were car-
rying  out constructions on 
their plots illegally. – APP

Rescue 
operation 
smoothly 

underway at 
Galiyat

PESHAWAR: Director-Gen-
eral Rescue 1122 Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Dr. Khatir Ah-
mad Monday said that the 
search and rescue operation 
was smoothly underway at 
Galiyat for the fourth consec-
utive day. In a statement, Dr. 
Khatir Ahmed said that more 
rescue teams had arrived 
from Abbottabad and were 
engaged in rescue and search 
operation, adding two ambu-
lances and rescue 1122 per-
sonnel had been sent from 
Donga Gali to Kuza Gali to 
augment relief activities.
He said that currently Rescue 
1122 workers were engaged 
in relief and rescue activities 
at the site near Toheedabad.
He said that Rescue 1122 per-
sonnel were also providing 
first aid to stranded tourists 
at hotels besides removing 
snow from roads.
Moreover, he added that res-
cue teams were patrolling 
roads and distributing dried 
fruit and other necessary 
items among affected people.
The DG said Rescue 1122 
would continue to provide 
all possible assistance to 
tourists and the operation 
to clean the streets in Gali-
yat. – APP

Cantonment Board 
Jhelum gets new CEO

kamraN Gujjar

JHELUM: Officials of Cantonment Board Jhelum warmly 
welcome new CEO Abdul Latif Mari. Vice President Can-
tonment Board Jhelum Muhammad Ahmed Sheikh and 
newly appointed CEO Cantonment Board Jhelum Abdul 
Latif Mari during the meeting reiterated the immediate 
resolution and further welfare of cantonment board is-
sues. The new CEO Abdul Latif Mari urges all officials 
to address Cantonment Board issues on priority basis. 
Sheikh Ahmed along with the delegation comprises of 
Ashraf Dar member revenue assessment committee, Na-
deem Talib CO Gold Line, Sheikh Jamal CO Land Master 
and MDSLS Sarfraz Malik presented a bouquet to CEo 
Abdul Latif Mari.

AC Maria 
reviews 

Wall Sense” 
program

kamraN Gujjar

JHELUM: A meeting was 
held under the leadership 
of Assistant Commission-
er Jhelum Maria Javed 
regarding the establish-
ment of the “Wall Sense” 
program. In which depu-
ty director social welfare 
Chaudhry Wajid, social 
worker Farhat Kamal Zia, 
members of Darul Aman, 
members of Al-Qasim So-
ciety and members of var-
ious welfare foundations 
participated. 
The purpose of the wall 
sense program is to meet 
the needs of deserving 
people and provide warm 
coats, sweaters, clothes, 
shoes bags and other 
items of household use 
for winter. Along with the 
government and district 
administration, all NGOs 
will increase their support 
for the success of this 
program and will form a 
committee.

JHELUM: Newly appointed CEO Cantonment Board Jhelum Abdul Latif 
Mari welcomed by Ahmed Sheikh, Ashraf Dar, Nadeem Talib, Sheikh 

Jamal and Sarfraz Malik. – DNA
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IT sector 
contributes 
US $3.5 bln 
to economy

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Information Technology and 
Telecommunication Syed 
Amin Ul Haque Monday said 
that the Information Tech-
nology exports witnessed 
robust growth, contributing 
US $ 3.5 billion to the na-
tional economy, equivalent 
to 1% of the country’s Gross 
Domestic Products (GDP).
“During the outgoing finan-
cial year, an increase was ob-
served not only in the yield of 
major crops but also in IT and 
ITeS exports. The IT Sector 
of Pakistan is contributing al-
most 1% of the GDP or almost 
around US $ 3.5 billion,” he 
expressed these views while 
addressing a launching of 7th 
National Incubation Center 
(NIC) in Hyderabad. 
The agreement was signed 
by CEO Ignite, Asim Shahr-
yar Husain and Vice Chan-
cellor, University of Sindh 
Jamshoro Hyderabad, 
Dr. Muhammad Siddique 
Kalhoro.  The ceremony was 
attended by MQM Member 
National Assembly Engineer 
Sabir Hussain Qaimkhani, 
Federal Secretary for IT and  
Telecom, Dr. Muhammad 
Sohail Rajput, officials from 
IT Ministry, Ignite, Univer-
sity of Sindh, Academia, 
Business communities and 
others personalities from to 
IT Industries. – APP

Kiryana 
retailers 

registrations 
increase 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: The Kiryana 
retailer registrations have 
risen substantially from 300 
to 3,000 per week under the 
Ehsaas Rashan Riayat Pro-
gram with the collaborative 
efforts of Chief Secretaries 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Punjab, National Bank of 
Pakistan (NBP) team and 
district administrations.
This was conveyed during 
the progress review meet-
ing with National Bank of 
Pakistan (NBP) convened 
by the Special Assistant to 
the Prime Minister on Pov-
erty Alleviation and Social 
Protection, Senator Dr. 
Sania Nishtar to track the 
cadence of Ehsaas Rashan 
Riayat Registration.
 The meeting discussed that 
President NBP, Arif Usmani; 
Chief Digital Officer NBP, 
Hamayoun Sajjad, executive 
leadership and over 500 re-
gional officers from all over 
the country joined the meet-
ing. Secretary of the Social 
Safety Division, Muhammad 
Ali Shahzada and Additional 
Secretary Captain (Retd) 
Saeed Ahmed Nawaz were 
also in attendance. The 
Rashan Riayat programme 
of Ehsaas is being executed 
in partnership with NBP. 

Two robbers 
arrested; 

looted items 
recovered

ISLAMABAD: Crime Inves-
tigation Agency (CIA) of Is-
lamabad Police has arrested 
two robbers involved in nu-
merous house and shop rob-
beries. Following orders of 
IGP Islamabad Muhammad 
Ahsan Younas, a massive 
crackdown against crimi-
nals was on full swing, said 
a news release on Monday.
A CIA police team com-
prising Sub-Inspector Tu-
rab-ul-Hassan,  Assistant 
Sub-Inspector Jaffar Ali and 
others apprehended two 
robbers of an Afghani gang  
involved in numerous house 
and shop robberies in differ-
ent areas of the koral and 
recovered gold ornaments, 
cash, mobile phone, motor-
bike, and two 30 bore pis-
tols along with ammunition 
from their possession.
Cases have been registered 
against the nabbed persons 
in koral police station and 
further investigation is un-
derway from them.
The nabbed accused is iden-
tified as Noor Hassan alias 
Noora s/o Muhammad Has-
san resident of Afghanistan 
and Abdul Aziz resident of 
Afghanistan. The accused 
have confessed their involve-
ment in case FIR no 947/21 
under section 392/411 PPC 
Koral police station, case 
FIR no 193/21 under section 
392/411 PPC Koral police 
station, case FIR no 1101/21 
under section A.O 13.20.65 
Koral police station and 
case FIR no 1102/21 under 
section A.O 13.20.65 Koral 
police station. – APP

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad 
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (ICCI) has called upon the 
government to focus on diversi-
fication of exportable products 
and markets in order to boost 
the volume of exports that would 
ensure achieving better econom-
ic growth of the country and ad-
dress many economic woes.
Muhammad Shakeel Munir, Presi-
dent, Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry said that Paki-
stan was mostly relying on textiles 
for exports as this sector was mak-

ing 60 percent contribution to the 
total exports of the country. How-
ever, he stressed that the govern-
ment should cooperate with the 
private sector for diversification 
of exportable products and mar-
kets to improve exports in order 
to tackle Pakistan’s long-standing 
economic woes and achieve sus-
tained growth. He said that many 
sectors including engineering, IT, 
pharmaceuticals, Halal food, mar-
ble & granite, gems & jewellery 
and others have good potential to 
improve Pakistan’s exports and 
emphasized that the government 
should take solid measures to fa-
cilitate these potential sectors to 

achieve fast growth in exports.
ICCI President urged that the gov-
ernment should focus on emerg-
ing markets for exports, includ-

ing Russia, Central Asian region, 
Africa, Turkey, South East Asian 
Nations (ASEAN). He said that 
acquisition of new markets and fo-
cus on diversification was very im-
portant to take our exports to the 
higher levels. He said that it was 
essential for Pakistan to upgrade 
its industrial sector for producing 
value-added products for exports. 
However, the withdrawal of tax 
exemptions through a mini-budget 
would create more problems for 
upgradation of industries and 
urged that the government should 
reconsider its decision.
Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh Senior 
Vice President and Muhammad 

Faheem Khan Vice President 
ICCI said that Pakistan has a lot 
of potential to increase annual IT 
exports up to US$ 5 billion from 
the current level of US$2.5 billion. 
They urged that the government 
should cooperate with domestic 
software houses in setting up 
their liaison offices in potential 
markets that would go a long way 
in improving exports of the IT 
sector. They further said that the 
government should facilitate the 
introduction of modern technolo-
gy and tools in the agriculture sec-
tor that would help in increasing 
our per acre yield and improving 
exports of this sector. 

ICCI for diversification of products and markets
Muhammad Shakeel Munir, President, ICCI said that Pakistan was mostly relying on textiles for 

exports as this sector was making 60 percent contribution to the total exports of the country
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SERVICES

Namaz Timings

Emergency

Hotels & 
Restaurants

Airlines

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Islamabad 
Metropolitan

Wasa Water Tank

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad...............9222596
Rawalpindi.........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info.................114
PIA Cargo...............9280979
Railway Inquiry...............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA........................9281092

CMH.......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

CDA...................9221334-43
CDA...................9208301-04
Met Office...........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA.......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town.............5773343

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125

Water Tanker Service
E-7, F-10 & F-11......9204654
G-5, G-6, G-7, G-8....9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12, 
H-8.........................9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Complaints

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott..........051- 2826121
Monal.............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines......8494949

Fajr....................... 05:45 am
Zohr.....................  12:15 pm
Asr.......................  03:40 pm
Maghrib............... 05:18 pm
Isha...................... 06:46 pm

Asad Umar advises people 
to remain cautious

NCOC organized appreciation certificates and shields distribution ceremony 
in the honour of provincial and district teams for achieving set vaccination 

targets and making their efforts in tackling coronavirus pandemic
DNA

ISLAMABAD: NCOC holds prize distribu-
tion ceremony in the honour of teams that 
worked to tackle coronavirus pandemic 
National Command and Operation Center 
(NCOC) on Monday organized apprecia-
tion certificates and shields distribution 
ceremony in the honour of provincial and 
district teams for achieving set vaccina-
tion targets and making their efforts in 
tackling coronavirus pandemic. 
The ceremony was organized at NCOC Head 
Office, chaired by Chairman NCOC Federal 
Minister for Planning, Development and 
Special Initiatives Mr Asad Umar, National 
Coordinator Maj General Muhammad Zafar 
Iqbal and attended by Special Assistant to 
Prime Minister on Health Dr Faisal Sultan. 
The shields and appreciation letters were 
given to those districts and provinces 
that achieved the target of vaccinating 

more than 60% of the population and to 
those three remote districts that achieved 
maximum vaccination targets despite lim-
ited resources and difficult terrain.  The 
representatives of the districts include 
Deputy Commissioners, Assistant 
Commissioners, Chief Execu-
tive Officers, District Health 
Officers, District Vaccination 
Focal Persons and Data Entry 
Operators.
Addressing the prize distribution 
ceremony to recognize the servic-
es of all workers who actively par-
ticipated in coronavirus vaccina-
tion campaign, Federal Minister 
for Planning, Development 
and Special Initiatives 
Mr Asad Umar once 
again advised people to 
follow standard operat-
ing procedures (SOPs) 
for saving themselves 

from Coronavirus (Covid-19) which is cur-
rently spreading fast in the country. Federal 
minister said the people who were not vac-
cinated so far must do it as soon as possible.
He said the persons who were fully vacci-

nated six months ago and they are 
over 30 years of age, should go for 
booster doze. The minister lauded 
the efforts of all ground workers, 
vaccination teams, NCOC, health 
workers and federal as well as 
provincial agencies for coordi-
nated efforts that helped to make 
the campaign successful. He said 

that the campaign against coronavi-
rus would be remembered be-

cause the whole nation 
made collective efforts 
to stop its spread.
Earlier, during the cer-
emony it was briefed 
that 48 % of the eligi-
ble population stands 

fully vaccinated. Till 31 December 2021, 
the vaccination of 71.5 million individu-
als has been completed. Only in Decem-
ber 2021, the vaccination of around 21.5 
million people has been ensured and the 
credit goes to the provinces. 
The district teams which received appre-
ciation certificates and shields include 
Jhelum, Mianwali, Mandi Bahauddin, 
Narowal, Attock,  Bhakkar, Sargodha, 
Lodhran, Karachi South and East, Chi-
tral Lower and Upper, Mastung, Chaman, 
Lasbela, Harnai, Awaran, Surab, Naseera-
bad, Hunza, Ghizer, Mirpur, Tharparkar, 
Orakzai and Neelam. 
The top three districts who achieved the 
target of vaccinating maximum population 
include Kalat (87%), Karachi South (82%), 
Islamabad (77%), while the three districts 
of remote area who achieved vaccination 
targets despite difficult terrain and limited 
resources include Orakzai (54%) , Neelam 
(56%) and Tharparkar (51%) .

Usman Dar urges 
youth to participate in 
talent hunt initiative

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to Prime Minister (SAPM) 
on Youth Affairs Muhammad Usman Dar Monday urged the 
youth to participate in the country’s biggest talent hunt initi-
ative for cricket lovers and prove their potential in the field.
In a video message, the SAPM said under the Kamyab Jawan 
Sports Drive in collaboration with Lahore Qalandars cricket 
trials would be conducted in VIP cricket ground Sialkot on 
January 11 (Tuesday) to select talented players.
The Lahore Qalandars were voluntarily conducting trials 
in VIP ground Sialkot under the Kamyab Jawan sports 
talent hunt drive, he said. The SAPM thanked CEO La-
hore Qalendars Rana Atif and its entire management for 
supporting the Kamyab Jawan initiative under the Prime 
Minister’s vision to empower youth of the country. Earli-
er, cricket trials were held in Islamabad on December 7 
with the collaboration of Lahore Qalandar and it was an 
encouraging experience, he added. – APP

Senate session adjourned over 
demise of Chairman’s brother

ISLAMABAD: The Senate on Monday did not take up any agenda item and adjourned 
the scheduled proceedings till Tuesday morning as a ‘token of respect,’ express-
ing solidarity with Chairman Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani over demise of his young-
er brother in a road accident. Salar Khan Sanjrani, the younger brother of Senate 
Chairman, and his driver were killed in a road accident on Quetta-Karachi National 
Highway near Uthal, Balochistan on Saturday evening. As the House proceedings 
started after the recitation of verses from the Holy Qura’an, Deputy Chairman Mirza 
Muhammad Afridi requested to offer Fateha for all those who lost their lives in the 
Murree snowfall tragedy, martyrs of security departments and the younger brother 
of Chairman Sanjrani. Senator Mushtaq Ahmed led the prayer.
Leader of the Opposition Syed Yusuf Raza Gilani expressed grief and sorrow over the demise 
of Chairman Sanjrani’s younger brother; and prayed to Allah Almighty to grant courage to the 
bereaved family members to bear the loss with equanimity. Leader of the House Shahzad Wa-
seem said Chairman Sadiq Sanjrani was custodian of the House and all the members equally 
shared his grief and sorrow. He said both the treasury and opposition benches were of the 
view that the House proceedings should be adjourned as a ‘token of respect’ and to express 
solidarity with the chairman over the demise of his younger brother. Deputy Chairman Mirza 
Muhammad Afridi adjourned the House to meet again on Tuesday at 10 am. – DNA

ISLAMABAD: Students and faculty members of Fatima Jinnah University visiting Senate Museum at Parliament House. – DNA

Staff RepoRt

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan Monday 
directed for effective steps 
to further strengthen the 
organizational structure of 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) across the country.
He also advised for activating 
the PTI’s workers effectively 

for success in the upcoming 
local government elections 
being held in the different 
provinces and areas. The 
prime minister expressed 
these views during a meeting 
with Minister for Planning 
and General Secretary PTI 
Asad Umar, PM Office Media 
Wing said in a press release.
The meeting was also at-
tended by PTI Khyber Pa-

khtunkhwa President and 
Minister for Defence Per-
vaiz Khattak, PTI Punjab 
President and Minister for 
Federal Education Shafqat 
Mahmood, PTI south Pun-
jab President and Minister 
for Industries and Produc-
tion Makhdoom Khusru 
Bakhtiar, PTI Sindh Presi-
dent and Minister for Mari-
time Affairs Syed Ali Haider 

Zaidi, PTI Balochistan Pres-
ident and Deputy Speaker 
National Assembly Muham-
mad Qasim Khan Suri and 
PTI Additional General Sec-
retary PTI Aamir Mahmood 
Kiyani. Issues pertaining 
to strengthening of organ-
izational structure of the 
party all over the country 
were discussed during the 
meeting. – APP

PM directs to strengthen 
organizational structure
The prime minister expressed these views during a meeting with 

Minister for Planning and General Secretary PTI Asad Umar, 
PM Office Media Wing said in a press release

PAC 
organizes 

poetry recital 

DNA
RAWALPINDI: Punjab Arts 
Council (PAC), in collabo-
ration with Bazm-e-Ahbab 
Qalam Pakistan, on Mon-
day, organized a poetry re-
cital on the 50th death an-
niversary of famous Urdu, 
Punjabi and Pothohari 
poet Baqi Siddiqui. The 
event was presided over by 
renowned poet and writer 
Prof Jamil Yousaf while Dr 
Farhat Abbas and Prof. Ir-
fan Jameel graced the oc-
casion as special guests. 

28 more diagnosed 
with deadly virus 

in Rawalpindi
RAWALPINDI: About 28 more patients were tested positive for 
COVID-19 during the last 24 hours, raising the tally of confirmed 
cases to 39,756 in the Rawalpindi district. According to the lat-
est data released by the District Health Authority Monday, 11 
new cases belonged to the Rawalpindi Cantonment area, five 
to Rawal Town, four each to Potohar Town and Taxila, three to 
Gujjar Khan, and one to Azad Jammu and Kashmir.  "Presently 
20 confirmed patients are admitted to three city facilities, 10 of 
them at  Institute of Urology, seven at Fauji Foundation Hospital 
and three at Benazir Bhutto Hospital," the District Health Au-
thority report said. One patient was on a ventilator in critical 
condition, while nine were stable and ten on oxygen support. 
About 189 patients were quarantined, including 169 at homes 
and 20 at isolation centres, it added. The report updated 
that 4,682,900 people, including 44,555 health workers, had 
jabbed themselves against the corona across the district since 
the vaccination drive launched on March 10, 2021. – APP



School timings adjusted to ensure 
smooth traffic flow in Capital

Following this request, the DC Office has issued the notification and 
new timings would be applicable with effect from January 10, 2022 on 24 

educational institutions located at PWD, DHA Phase-II, Rawat and G.T Road
ISLAMABAD: District Administration Islamabad has approved the recommendation of the Islamabad Traffic Police 
(ITP) and adjusted the school timings to ensure smooth traffic flow in the city especially during peak hours. 
According to police spokesman, the office of district administration has issued the notification regarding changes in school 
timings. Following the directions of IGP Islamabad Muhammad Ahsan Yunus, the SSP (Traffic) Rai Mazhar Iqbal requested 
Deputy Commissioner Office for adjustment in timings of various schools to avoid traffic mess in peak hours. 
Following this request, the Deputy Commissioner Office has issued the notification and new timings would be applicable 
with effect from January 10, 2022 on 24 educational institutions located at PWD, DHA Phase-II, Rawat and G.T Road. 
The educational institutions on G.T road including Dare-e-Irqam school, National Public Secondary School, the City 
School, Headstart School, Concordia College, Roots International College, Beacon House School System, Global 
School System, Superior College, City Grammar School and Concept School would follow new timings.
Likewise, the educational institutions at Kahuta road including Beacon House School System, Faith School System, 
Islamic School System and Islamabad Model School have adjusted their timings. Moreover, Allied School at Kak Pul 
Islamabad, Links School, Benchmark School system, Apex Education System and Beacon House School System at 
PWD Market would follow timings notified by Deputy Commissioner Office.  ITP’s spokesperson said that this step 
would help ensure smooth traffic flow on various busy roads and avoid inconvenience to citizens. – APP
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MuRtaza ayub

P AKISTAN’S economy is 
facing multiple challenges 
soaring prices of essential 

commodities such as oil, gas, 
wheat, and sugar and usually 
high shipping charges on its for-
eign trade. 
And regionally struggling with the 
economic and financial fallout of 
situation in Afghanistan and do-
mestically it is trying to come to 
grips with a falling rupee value 
and lack of resources to keep the 
prices of electricity, gas, and oil. 
Before analyzing what else the 
government can do to overcome 
this shock, it is essential to inves-
tigate the origin of the challenge. 

Its first component consists of a 
quicker than expected recovery 
of industrial production in major 
economies amid COVID-19. 
Increased global situation for en-
ergy and other commodities as a 
result of this recovery has, in turn 
triggered a hike in prices of fuel. 
The impact of high commodity 
prices has been compounded by 
their expensive landing costs in 
Pakistan. And then the depreciat-
ing value of the rupee against the 
US dollar is making Pakistani im-
ports further expensive.  
The PTI administration has found 
itself left with no option but to go 
back to the IMF with request for 
resumption of the $6bn loan pro-
gramme blocked since March. 
As per the report, Pakistan’s 

gross external financing require-
ment stands at $23.6 billion 
in 2022-23. The development 
comes despite the very conserv-
ative estimates accessed by the 
IMF. Pakistan is now reportedly 
trying to make a last-ditch effort 
to strike a staff-level agreement 
with the IMF to adjust the gap of 
external financing requirements. 
According to World Bank report 
Pakistan has joined the list of 
top ten nations with the largest 
foreign debts. However, with the 
suspension of program loans from 
World bank and Asian Develop-
ment Bank now, Pakistan is fur-
ther at risk of economic crisis.
With the 2023 elections in sight, 
the government was reluctant to 
introduce the unpopular meas-

ures suggested by the global lend-
ers. The strict programme condi-
tions, especially the ones related 
to electricity pricing and tax re-
forms, were also seen as a major 
obstacle to the government’s 
plan to grow a shrinking economy 
in time for the next elections. 
The IMF open and constructive 
discussions with Pakistan’s fi-
nance team including Shaukat 
Tareen seem to be yielding the 
desired results. The Sixth review 
of the programme is expected to 
be over soon with the IMF re-
leasing two outstanding tranches 
amounting to $1bn once it com-
pletes the validation of the data 
on power and gas tariffs and tax 
collection shared by Pakistan. 
The IMF deal is crucial for Paki-

stan to sustain its external sector 
in the short to medium term since 
the growing trade gap is fueling 
the current account deficit and 
bringing the already meagre for-
eign exchange reserves under 
massive stress. But it is bad news 
for ordinary people. 
Besides making electricity a 
lot more expensive, the IMF is 
likely to force Pakistan to imple-
ment measures to boost income, 
consumption, and import tax-
es to pull up its revenue target 
also abolish or reduce all kinds 
of subsidies and hike interest 
rates. The brunt of these infla-
tionary actions will affect direct-
ly low-middle-income families 
already struggling with finances. 

The writer is a student

Pakistan in extensive economic crisis 

Briefs
Capital’s 

air revives 
healthy after 

downpour
ISLAMABAD: The federal 
capital’s air quality was re-
corded clean and healthy 
after months of polluted 
air amid declined ratio of 
hazardous environmental 
pollutants in the atmos-
phere after week-long rain-
falls lashed out the metrop-
olis, reveals the 24 hours 
ambient air quality report  
of Pakistan Environmental 
Protection Agency (Pak-
EPA)’s on Monday.  
According to the report, 
since the October 2021 
increased ratio of environ-
mental pollutants causing 
bad air and degraded atmos-
phere were leading to smog. 
The National Environmental 
Quality Standards (NEQS) 
by EPA set a threshold of 
35 microgrammes per cubic 
meter for particulate mat-
ter of 2.5 microns (PM2.5), 
120 microgrammes per 
cubic meter for sulphur di-
oxide (SO2) and 80 micro-
grammes per cubic meter 
to ensure clean ambiance. 
The report highlighted that 
the past 24 hours average of 
PM2.5 was recorded 35.41 
microgrammes per cubic 
meter which was reported 
higher than the NEQS levels 
during 8 hours average at 
61 microgrammes per cubic 
meter from 1600 to 2400 
hours. The other parame-
ters of daily quality report in-
cluded SO2 and NO2 which 
are generally released from 
industrial emissions. The 
24 hours average of SO2 
was 18.7 microgrammes per 
cubic meter and 9.41 micro-
grammes per cubic meter of 
NO2 and both effluents were 
recorded within the permis-
sible limits. 
When contacted the EPA 
official informed that the 
air quality remained haz-
ardous due to increased 
vehicular emissions and 
prolonged dry weather 
that resulted in huge ac-
cumulation of suspended 
particles of air pollutants 
in the atmosphere.
The official further in-
formed that the air quali-
ty was healthy for all age 
groups whereas during bad 
air or increased pollution 
the general public was ad-
vised to wear face covering 
outdoors and avoid unnec-
essary travel in the federal 
capital. – APP

ANF recovers 
208.300 kg 
drugs, one

arrests
RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) on Monday 
recovered 208.300kg drugs 
and arrested an accused.
According to an ANF Head-
quarters spokesman, in a 
joint operation conducted by 
ANF Peshawar and ANF In-
telligence, 183.600 kg char-
ras and 24.700 kg opium 
were recovered from secret 
cavities of a Bedford truck 
on Pak-Afghan Torkham 
border.  ANF also arrested 
an accused namely Muham-
mad Noor resident of Landi 
Kotal. The drugs were being 
smuggled from Afghanistan 
to Pakistan via Torkham. A 
case has been registered 
against the accused under 
the Anti-Narcotics Act while 
further investigation is un-
derway. Snowstorm: Zong 
offers free calling in Murree 
and Galyat. – APP

IRSA releases 
63108 

cusecs water
ISLAMABAD: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) 
Monday released 63108 
cusecs water from various 
rim stations with inflow of 
87029 cusecs.
According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, water 
level in the Indus River at 
Tarbela Dam was 1438.19 
feet, which was 46.19 feet 
higher than its dead level 
1392 feet. Water inflow 
and outflow in the dam was 
recorded as 16800  and 
5000 cusecs respective-
ly. The water level in the 
Jhelum River at Mangla 
Dam was 1128.10 feet, 
which was 78.01 feet high-
er than its dead level of 
1050 feet whereas the in-
flow and outflow of water 
was recorded 16121 and 
4000 cusecs respectively. 
The release of water at 
Kalabagh, Taunsa and 
Sukkur was recorded as 
32534 , 10602 and 8908 
cusecs respectively. Simi-
larly, from the Kabul River 
a total of 12800 cusecs of 
water was released at Now-
shera and 41308 cusecs 
released from the Chenab 
River at Marala. – APP

IHC orders 
CDA to stop 

operation 
till end 

of winter
 

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) on 
Monday ordered Capital 
Development Authority 
(CDA) to stop operation 
against slums in Sector E-11 
and also sought report from 
the authority regarding res-
idential scheme for lower in-
come people. The court also 
ordered to halt CDA’s oper-
ation in the area till the end 
of current winter season.
Chief Justice Athar Minallah 
heard the case. Amicus curi-
ae Adnan Haider Randhawa, 
Umer Ijaz Gilani and Danial 
Hassan appeared before the 
court. At the outset of the 
hearing, the CDA’s lawyer 
informed the court that the 
authority had served notice 
to NLC blocks factory in E-11 
and the machinery was being 
shifted following the orders.
The chief justice instruct-
ed the CDA not to vacate 
the lands from slums’ resi-
dents in E-11 in winter sea-
son. The court also asked 
the chairman CDA to tell 
it tomorrow regarding the 
housing scheme for lower 
income community under 
the CDA’s master plan.
The chief justice remarked 
that the people of slum area 
had also rights but this city 
was being built for elites 
only. The CDA was not even 
implementing its own laws 
despite this court repeatedly 
pointed out. Justice Minallah 
observed that it was a trag-
ic that no one in CDA ever 
read the city’s master plan. It 
was the responsibility of this 
court to protect the rights of 
every citizen, he said, adding 
that everyone was equal in 
eyes of law. – APP

Two robbers 
arrested; 

looted items 
recovered

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Crime In-
vestigation Agency (CIA) 
of Islamabad Police has 
arrested two robbers in-
volved in numerous house 
and shop robberies, a po-
lice spokesman said on 
Monday. Following orders 
of IGP Islamabad Muham-
mad Ahsan Younas, a mas-
sive crackdown against 
criminals is on full swing.
Police spokesman said 
that, a CIA police team 
comprising Sub-Inspector 
Turab-ul-Hassan,  Assistant 
Sub-Inspector Jaffar Ali and 
officials apprehended two 
robbers of an Afghani gang  
involved in numerous house 
and shop robberies in differ-
ent areas of the koral and 
recovered gold ornaments, 
cash, mobile phone, motor-
bike, and two 30 bore pis-
tols along with ammunition 
from their possession.
Cases have been registered 
against the nabbed persons 
in koral police station and 
further investigation is under-
way from them. The nabbed 
accused is identified as Noor 
Hassan alias Noora s/o Mu-
hammad Hassan resident of 
Afghanistan and Abdul Aziz 
resident of Afghanistan.
The accused have confessed 
their involvement in case 
FIR no 947/21 under section 
392/411 PPC Koral police 
station, case FIR no 193/21 
under section 392/411 PPC 
Koral police station,case FIR 
no 1101/21 under section A.O 
13.20.65 Koral police station 
and case FIR no 1102/21 un-
der section A.O 13.20.65 Ko-
ral police station. 

PSX gains 
541points 
to close at 

45,887 points
 

ISLAMABAD: The KSE 
100-index of the Pakistan 
Stock Exchange (PSX) wit-
nessed bullish trend on 
Monday, gaining 541.98 
points, with a positive 
change of 1.20 percent, 
closing at 45,887.63 points 
against 45,345.65 points 
on the last working day.  A 
total of 356,967,665 shares 
were traded with price of Rs 
11.870 billion during the day 
against 242,263,117 shares 
with price of Rs 7.933 billion 
the previous day. 
As many as 383 companies 
transacted shares in the 
stock market, 243 of them 
recorded gain and 112 sus-
tained losses, whereas the 
share price of 28 companies 
remained unchanged.  The 
three top trading companies 
were Unity Foods Ltd with a 
volume of 33,211,276 shares 
and price per share of Rs 
2.43, WorldCall Telecom with 
a volume of 30,072,000 and 
price per share of Rs 2.32, 
and TRG Pak Ltd with vol-
ume of 25,789,423 and price 
per share of Rs109.17.  – APP

LB polls in Islamabad to 
beconducted through EVM

The federal minister said that it was the vision of Prime Minister Imran Khan 
to conduct undisputed, accurate and transparent elections in the country 

while the EVM technology would fulfill all these requirements
KhayaM abbaSi

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister 
for Science and Technology Sena-
tor Syed Shibli Faraz Monday said 
the local government elections 
in Islamabad would be conducted 
through Electronic Voting Machine 
(EVM) as agreed by Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP).
“Ministry of Science and Technol-
ogy (MoST) will provide a specific 
number of EVMs to the Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) by 
next week for testing purpose so 
that ECP could train its staff and 
convey its observations”, the min-
ister said during a presser. 
“The legislation regarding EVMs 
has been completed and now we 
have entered into the phase of 
implementation. The question of 
either EVM will be used in the 

elections or not is now meaning-
less”, he said.  The minister stat-
ed that the ECP has conveyed the 
MoST about their requirements 
including the number of required 
EVMs for the local government 
elections in Islamabad.
While the MoST has written a let-
ter to ECP mentioning the break-
down of machines, which would be 
delivered to the ECP, he added. 
The local government elections in 
Islamabad are likely to be held in 
the month of April as per the law.
The federal minister said that it 
was the vision of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan to conduct undis-
puted, accurate and transparent 
elections in the country while the 
EVM technology would fulfill all 
these requirements.
Referring to the elections held in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa last month, 
Shibli Faraz said that 2,34,000 

votes were rejected and this num-
ber was higher than of votes of win-
ning candidate while the election 
results were also delayed. However 
the use of EVM could have ensured 
zero wastage of votes and accuracy 
of results, if used. 
For ensuring accuracy of election 
results, it is necessary to count 

each and every vote and prevent 
from rejection of votes, the minis-
ter said, adding “Through EVM, 
the results are obtained soon after 
the polling process ends”.
Referring to the false news spread 
through some section of media, 
Shibli Faraz said, “Now conducting 
election through EVM is going to 
become a reality. ECP and MoST 
which represent the government 
side are enjoying complete work-
ing relationship and heading to-
wards the stage of implementa-
tion of EVM successfully”. 
The minister said that the author-
ities in ECP have also advised 
the Chief Secretary Punjab to 
take administrative measures for 
conducting local body elections 
through EVM. “Local government 
elections will reflect that free 
and fair elections can be possible 
through EVM”, he said.

This is the mandate of ECP to 
conduct transparent and effec-
tive elections in the country and 
can seek support from any rele-
vant department in this regards 
while MoST is fully supporting 
ECP through enabling it for 
achieving this target in the larg-
er interest of the country. 
The MoST developed a proto-
type of the EVM and as per the 
ECP requirements conveyed by 
ECP on April 17 while the addi-
tional features were also incor-
porated after testing of EVM.
To a question, the minister said 
that inspite of doing criticism for 
the sake of criticism; the oppo-
sition should send its technical 
teams to get insight into the 
EVM technology and become a 
part of this national agenda, re-
alizing the fact that the world is 
moving towards technology. 

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister Asad Umar gives certificate to Deputy Commissioner Islamabad 
Hamza Shafqat on excellent performance regarding Covid 19 measures. – DNA

AIOU uploads 
workshop results 

on its website
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Allama 
Iqbal Open University 
(AIOU) has uploaded 
workshop results for 
the programs offered in 
spring 2021 semester in-
cluding ADE, ADC, BS, B 
Ed and all post graduate 

programs whereas examinations results of these pro-
grams are in the final stage of compilation. Moreover, 
university will announce BA and Associate Degree pro-
grams’ results very soon.  Furthermore, AIOU has re-
scheduled examination papers postponed on December 
18 in KPK and December 20 in Rawalpindi and Islam-
abad on January 17 and January 18 respectively. These 
examinations will be conducted in already allotted ex-
aminations centers. Roll number slips which were is-
sued earlier will remain valid to appear in these exami-
nations. For any further information, the students may 
access university website (www.aiou.edu.pk).  

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s 
biggest E-sports festi-
val ‘Gamers Galaxy’, 
having a prize money of  
Rs20,000,000 conclud-
ed here at the Pak-China 
Friendship Centre on late 
Sunday. The two-day event 
presented by Mountain 
Dew and organized by Gal-
axy Racer, included activ-
ities, tournaments, meet 
& greets and panels with 
the country's most popular 
content creators, entertain-
ment and much more.
The E-sports featured Valor-
ant, HER Galaxy Valorant 
Spike Rush 2v2, FIFA 22, 
and Tekken tournaments 
finals. The festival was sup-
ported by Special Technol-
ogy Zones Authority, as a 

part of its strategy to drive 
the development of E-sports 
industry in the country.
The finals commenced on the 
second day and Team Exploit 
Storm took the title of Moun-
tain Dew’s Valorant champi-
on with Rs 2,500,000, while 
Salman Haider Syed and Ars-
lan Ash were crowned FIFA 
22 and Tekken champions. 
The former won a cash prize 
of Rs500,000 while the later 
walked away with Rs600,000. 
As many as 16 teams of 
PUBG Mobile Gamers 
Galaxy were awarded with  
Rs200,000 each for their 
participation. The finals 
would be announced next 
week where the winning 
team will walk away with a 
cash prize of Rs5,000,000. 

The E-sports action was on 
display in the HER Galaxy 
Valorant Spike Rush 2v2 
tournament. Team Joon-
He took home Pakistan’s 
first-ever female E-sports 
tournament champion ti-
tle with a cash prize of 
Rs250,000.  The Mountain 
Dew Gamers Galaxy also 
welcomed an incredible 
line-up of popular influ-
encer such as Taimoor 
“Mooroo” Salauddin, Kh-
aqan Shanawaz, Junaid 
Akram “Ganjiswag” and 
gaming star Brownlad 
who discussed the Path of 
Content Creation during a 
panel discussion moderat-
ed by Haroon Tahir while 
industry experts including 
Abdul Haseeb Khan aka 

HSB (Professional Esports 
Athlete), Khawar Naeem 
(Country Head Pakistan 
for Tencent Games), Walid 
Singer (Chief of Staff for 
Galaxy Racer) and Hina Na-
sir (Head of Marketing and 
PR for Special Technology 
Zones Authority) discussed 
the Evolution of E-sports. 
The closing day was topped 
off by a spectacular headline 
performance by singer Sham-
oon Ismail. Following the 
conclusion, Fakhr-e-Alam, 
Galaxy Racer’s Country CEO 
and partner, said he never 
witnessed a gaming tourna-
ment of this level in Pakistan. 
“The passion of the gamers 
was exceptional and we wish 
to continue hosting such 
events in the future.” – APP

E-sports festival Gamers 
Galaxy concludes

‘Govt. to introduce 
modernize traffic control 
system for tourists soon’

ISLAMABAD, Jan 10 (APP): Punjab government 
spokesperson Hassan Khawar Monday said govern-
ment would soon introduce modernize traffic con-
trol system to facilitate tourists in future. Talking to 
PTV news channel, he said that Punjab government 
will develop a better system by identifying the f laws 
in the existing system from the tragedy that took 
the lives of 22 tourists trapped in their vehicles by 
heavy snowfall in Murree.
He also stressed that there is dire need to modernize 
'regulatory structure' and bring reforms in traffic as 
well as rescue 1122 department for better manage-
ment of emergency situations.  Hassan Khawar said 
that government would soon launch an awarness drive 
to educate people about the route and travel during 
the snowfall and for safe drive to tourist spots in win-
ters through media platforms . 
Replying a question, he said that all roads are being 
cleared and travel advisory for citizens would be issued 
soon with the consultation of all department. – APP

Abbasi to take action 
against responsible 
of Murree Incident

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), MNA, 
Sadaqat Ali Abbasi on Monday assured that the govern-
ment would take stringent action against all those depart-
ments which found guilty in Murree painful incident.
Under a new traffic management system, he said that a 
connection road to Murree would be further improved 
on priority basis.
Talking to a private news channel, Abbasi informed that 
a probe committee, supervised by the additional chief 
secretary from Punjab Home Department, would soon 
submit a detail report in this regard.
He said that “indiscriminate action” would be taken 
against those found negligent in their duties.
He expressed sorrow over the deaths of people who 
stuck in the heavy snow.
He said that tourists who had been stranded in cars were 
rescued and shifted to rest houses and hotels.
“Vehicles and tourists exceeding the specified limit would 
not be allowed to enter Murree in future”, he added.
“I never saw such a huge snowstorm in last fifteen years, 
he said, adding, a record breaking snowfall in Murree had 
occurred after decades”.
He also urged the media to create awareness among the 
people about weather in Murree. – APP



O N December 10, 2021, the 
International Human Rights 
Day was observed across the 

world. On that occasion, gross human 
rights violations perpetrated in differ-
ent parts of the world were strongly 
condemned by international organisa-
tions championing the cause of human 
rights. Yet again, the resolutions were 
passed, but nothing more than that. 
However, when it comes to the human 
rights of Kashmiris and Palestinians, 
who have been deprived of their lands 
for the last seven decades and have 
been oppressed by the Indian and Is-
raeli forces, no voice was raised on the 
international forum, thus giving us a 
good idea of the world’s double stand-
ards regarding human rights.
The Palestinian people, under the 
oppression of the Zionist powers, 
lost their territories due to Ameri-
can backing in late 1940s. The rise 
of Zionists pitted against the Arab 
states in the Middle East, while the 
United Nations, the representative 
body, also played a hypocritical role 
in favour of Israel. The U.S. fully 
helped the state of Israel to pursue 
its expansionist ambitions more ag-
gressively. On this basis, the Israeli 
forces have tried almost every op-
pressive means to oppress the Pales-
tinians and have not spared even the 
first holy place of the Muslims in Je-
rusalem. The Israeli atrocities being 
carried out against the helpless and 
unarmed Palestinians continue today 
and they are bombarded with bullets 
every day, (e.g. Giza Strip that was 
brutally bombarded in May 2021).
In December 2017, the former Pres-
ident of the US, Donald Trump an-
nounced plans to move the U.S. em-
bassy to Jerusalem. That move took 
place on May 14, 2018, which reflects 
its anti-Muslim prejudice, for which 
the UN General Assembly passed 
a resolution calling on the United 
States to reverse its decision. Up to 
now, the Palestinian people are suf-
fering from Israeli atrocities in their 
quest for freedom, but the leaders 
and organizations chanting slogans 
for the protection of human rights 
have never been concerned about the 
protection of Palestinian rights.
The atrocities being committed by the 
Indian security forces in Indian-held 
Kashmir, has been a talk of the town. 
The people of the Indian-occupied 
Kashmir, who have been fighting for 
independence from Indian rule for the 
last 74 years and have made immense 
sacrifices, have been left in the lurch, 
reeling at the mercy of their fate. 
Moreover, at the behest of the Hindut-
va ideology, Kashmiris’ human rights 
and freedoms were first taken away by 
illegal occupation of the Kashmir Val-
ley at the time of creation of Pakistan 
in 1947 and then in August 2019 when 

Kashmir was left without their special 
status, which was granted to the val-
ley under Articles 370 and 35A of the 
Indian Constitution. Two years ago, on 
August 5, 2019, the fascist Modi regime 
revoked those provisions of the India 
Constitution.
It is worthy to note that the UN Se-
curity Council, through its resolution, 
recognized the right of Kashmiris to 
self-determination and directed India to 
hold a plebiscite in the Occupied- terri-
tories of Kashmir. The UN reiterated 
its stance to India through various res-
olutions, but, India has habitually put a 
blind eye on these resolutions thus far. 
Nonetheless, the world leaders con-
cerned with the protection of human 
rights, including the United States and 
international organisations, e.g. the 
UN, have not been able to play their 
effective role in stopping Indian atroc-
ities in Indian illegally occupied Jammu 
and Kashmir (IIOJ&K). In India-occu-
pied Kashmir, people are sacrificing 
their lives in the face of atrocities by 
Indian security and paramilitary forces.
On the one hand, the security forces 
have turned the Indian-occupied Kash-
mir valley into an open prison and the 
world’s most militarised zone. Facing 
the wrath of state-sponsored terrorism 
on the other size, Indian minorities 
have also deprived of their fundamental 
rights and religious freedoms.
In this regard, a report by the Human 
Rights Organisation of Occupied Kash-
mir has revealed to the United Nations 
that the occupying forces in Indian-oc-
cupied Kashmir have martyred over 
hundred thousand Kashmiri people in 
32 years, out of which some eight thou-
sand five hundred thirty two Kashmiris 
had been subjected to extrajudicial 
killings. A few years ago, a delegation 
from Amnesty International, an inter-
national human rights organisation, 
visited the Indian-occupied Kashmir 
and discovered the mass graves of 
Kashmiris who were martyred by the 
Indian occupation forces.
Most importantly, the so-called cham-
pions of human rights, international 
organisations and world leaders must 
be aware of the fact that since August 
5, 2019, there has been a continuous 
military siege in the Indian-occupied 
valley, during which about 484 Kash-
miris, including women, have been 
martyred. The brutal use of force, 
including bullets, pellet guns and 
tear gas, on peaceful protesters has 
injured more than 2,000 people and 
disgraced 118 women over the past 
two years.
In the recent past, the Kashmiri lead-
er Syed Ali Shah Gilani’s demise dur-
ing his detention at the same span of 
subjugation and oppression, is a seri-
ous question mark on the credibility 
of the so-called champions of human 
rights. It is also a matter of fact that 
Gilani’s dead body was also taken 
away from his family by the Indian oc-
cupation forces.
It should be noted that Pakistan has 
been supporting the struggle of Kash-
miris for the last 74 years, raising its 
voice on every relevant forum and in 
the United Nations for the people of 
Kashmir. On Because of this, India has 
been at loggerheads with Pakistan from 
the day one up till now.
Briefly put, Pakistan has never closed 
the door of dialogue with India, this is 
India, which has been running away. 
For the sake of regional and global 
peace and security, the United Nations 
must stand in the way of India’s ex-
pansionist ambitions to implement its 
resolutions to resolve the Kashmir’s 
long-festering issue. 

–The writer is a freelance 
contributor and The Divisional 

President Kashmir youth Alliance, 
His Twitter handle is @MAkhter_ 
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Milestone for ehsaas Repressive measures

A FTER several years of delay, the countrywide National 
Socio-Economic Registry Survey has been completed 
and has identified more than 34 million poor families 

to be eligible for financial assistance. The survey has been 
completed by the Ehsaas Programme, a flagship social safety 
and poverty alleviation programme launched by this govern-
ment in March 2019.
This registry was an utter necessity. An important criticism 
of the Benazir Income Support Programme (BISP), which was 
the largest social welfare programme in the country before 
Ehsaas, was of corruption, based on the fact that the process 
of identification of families to receive financial assistance was 
not transparent. One of the promises of the PTI government 
before coming into power was that it would retain and improve 
BISP. A transparent, accurate and fair process of identifica-
tion of beneficiaries was necessary in order to make Ehsaas 
a credible programme, and it is regrettable that this was not 
concluded sooner. Moreover, this was also imperative consid-
ering the government spent more than Rs 200 billion on its 
social safety initiatives through the Ehsaas Programme.
If the government expected to continue approving a large 
number of funds for the programme, it was requisite to have a 
more efficient process. This kind of data collection, collected 
digitally, in a country where technology is not always up-to-
date, and surveys and census often lead to controversy, is a 
milestone, which has also been praised by the World Bank.
Apart from identification, having a basis of assessment for spe-
cific data on poverty in Pakistan, based on households and 
livelihood, is mandatory for policy planning for any country. 
The survey includes households’ information in terms of geo-
graphic data, demographics, socioeconomic status, education, 
health, disability, employment, ene¬rgy consumption, assets, 
communications, agri-landholdings, water-sanitation-and-hy-
giene (WASH) and livestock. This is crucial data collection 
that the government and non-government organisations can 
utilise for a number of policies, including targeted subsidies, 
specific loans and cash transfers.

T HERE was more concerning news from Afghanistan this 
week as it was reported that the Taliban’s religious po-
lice have put up around Kabul ordering Afghan women 

to cover up. Apparently, the poster, which includes an image 
of the face-covering burqa, was slapped on cafes and shops this 
week by the Ministry for the Promotion of Virtue and Prevention 
of Vice. Since taking over power in August, the Taliban have 
increasingly curtailed freedoms of women and girls, and this is 
only the latest example.
Defending the measure, some officials have pointed out the no 
one will be punished for not covering, as it is just meant to be 
an “encouragement” for Muslim women to follow Sharia law. 
However, given the Taliban’s history of meting out punishments 
publicly, few people will find comfort in the above explanation. 
Many are right to point out that they are trying to spread fear 
among the people. One must also question the logic of this gov-
ernance approach. It appears obvious that the Taliban have not 
learned from their previous stint and also from the examples of 
other militant groups that came into the governments. Such re-
pressive policing measures will alienate the population from the 
government, and that is perhaps something the Taliban should 
avoid given the dire economic situation in the country.
The government’s priorities also need to be reconsidered. Over 
the past couple of weeks, there have been reports of women 
bathhouses being closed in the north of the country, restrictions 
being placed on the distance women can travel, and of shopkeep-
ers being asked to remove the heads of all mannequins. Surely, 
these are not the most pressing issues facing the new Afghan 
government at this point in time.
Such measures will also not help the Taliban’s already fragile 
relations with the international community. There has already 
been a lot of hesitance when it comes to engaging with the 
Taliban and offering humanitarian assistance, and these suf-
focating measures will further solidify their concerns. Inter-
national recognition will be extremely hard to attain if things 
continue in this manner and the Taliban do not fulfill their 
promises regarding human rights.
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W ITH the beginning of the new year, 
members of the Republican and 
Democratic political parties have 

begun sharpening their swords in prepara-
tion for the US’ 2022 midterm elections. 
The November vote is considered the most 
crucial step for both parties as they aim to 
prove that the outcome of the 2020 presi-
dential election was either the right or the 
wrong choice for democracy.
History has shown that the party that lost 
the presidential election has an advantage 
in the midterms, as its supporters are more 
motivated to hit the polls, while this year’s 
elections will also reflect how Americans are 
responding to President Joe Biden’s lead-
ership and the progressive agenda that has 

been failing on the ground for the past year.
American and international media outlets 
view the US as a deeply divided country 
and believe that its democracy is at a cross-
roads, especially with the remarkable rise 
in crime rates mainly in states governed by 
Democrats, such as New York, California, 
Oregon, Minnesota and Illinois. Crimes 
like targeting the police, thefts, assaults on 
public and private property, and murders 
have become a daily occurrence.
Last September, it was reported that 41 
percent of Biden voters and 52 percent of 
Donald Trump voters support the idea of di-
viding the country in two, based on a study 
published by the Center for Politics at the 
University of Virginia, emphasizing that, 
since 1945, the number of nations in the 
world has nearly tripled.
Canadian novelist Stephen Marche, author 
of the “Next Civil War,” last week told CNN 
that it is time for the left to think about 
secession. The US is a textbook case of a 
country headed for civil war. A recent poll 
showed that only 20 percent of Americans 
have faith in their electoral system and an-
other showed that about 34 percent think 
violence against the government can be 
justified. So, in such conditions, where the 
threat of violence is real and growing and 
the threats against members of Congress 
increased 107 percent last year, separation 
becomes a real option, according to Marche.
However, it is extremely dangerous to pro-
mote the idea of dividing America based on 
political affiliations, since the very core of 
this country is based on diversity and in-
clusivity. Instead of putting options on the 
table that will empower global totalitarian 
states and dictatorships such as China, one 
should examine the problem and promote 
real solutions. When President Biden took 
office a year ago, he made promises to the 

American people that he has failed to ful-
fill, which weakened his political party, as 
shown in recent approval rating polls. He 
has realized that uniting the country is not 
as easy as he thought, given the fact that the 
Democratic Party has never been divided 
the way it is today. This could be applied to 
the Republican Party too.
The divisions within the two leading politi-
cal parties caused by the respective narra-
tives of the far left and far right play a vital 
role in shaping the future of the country. 
This highlights the urgent need for more 
moderate voices on both sides that will put 
the country’s interests ahead of the political 
interests of the parties.
In 2021, for a brief period, the progressives 
with their socialist attitude became a heavy 
burden on the Democratic Party. They were 
offset by the dominance in the Republican 
Party of the extreme right-wing groups that 
insist on rejecting the results of the 2020 
presidential election and promoting con-
spiracy theories. The storming of the US 
Congress on Jan. 6, 2020, and the riots that 
led to the burning of cities and properties 
should be a real wake-up call for the politi-
cians to step back and look at the big picture.
The two parties must unite their ranks and 
get rid of all kinds of extremism before even 
thinking of leading the people of a country 
that is on the brink of a civil war, as several 
experts are projecting.
If this step seems far-fetched, then maybe it 
is time for a third political party to emerge 
that could combine the moderate voices of 
both sides and fight the new radical move-
ments that threaten the destruction of the 
biggest superpower of the 21st century.
That being said, the outcome of the Novem-
ber midterms will likely shape the future of 
America for many years to come.

– Courtesy: Arab News

P AKISTAN’S official currency is 
struggling. The rupee continues to 
collapse against the dollar, and its 

drops are now sending shockwaves across 
the economy. The currency has dropped 
so much value in the previous four months, 
plunging from 169.55 to a dollar to the lat-
est 176.74.Specialists are considering it the 
greatest drop in a single period in recorded 
history since the currency was associated 
with the dollar in the early 1980s.
Rupee downfall has been significantly more 
prominent in the previous three years. It 
was about 104.70 to the dollar on 1st Jan, 
2017, but the country’s monetary manage-
ment was criticized for deliberately prop-
ping it up using tactics that were more ad-
ministrative than financially wise. 
Through a slew of policy initiatives, it was 
permitted to establish its natural equilibri-
um, and it appeared to settle down to a lit-
tle more than a hundred for a few months. 
However, despite interventions by the State 
Bank of Pakistan, it has been declining.
Downhill Ride of Rupee
Now, international forecasts indicate that 

the rupee’s downhill journey will not reach 
a steady point in the following months and 
further shedding is on the cards. Fitch has 
raised its rating on the rupee and now ex-
pects it to trade at about 190 to the dollar 
over the next year. According to one point of 
view, these changes are nothing out of the 
norm. Experts analyze the splitting of the 
rupee along political lines and point out 
how the situation has stayed approximate-
ly the same across numerous regimes. In 
a recent column in a local newspaper, Dr. 
Farrukh Saleem, an economic and finan-
cial expert who was briefly linked with the 
current government, provided the follow-
ing figures.
Highest Gaps in Import and Export    
For years, beginning in July 1949, almost one 
year after the death of the Quaid, our officials 
opted to maintain the rupee overvalued by 
not depreciating it, despite the UK weaken-
ing the pound by 30%. Except for the United 
Kingdom, every other Commonwealth coun-
try did so. Pound sterling became cheaper in 
Pakistan, and import reliance began under 
the pretense of the popular ‘import substitu-
tion approach’ of the time. Since then, our 
country has seen greater import growth, 
slower or stagnant export growth, growing 
foreign debt to pay the difference between 
imports and exports, and, as a result, boom-
and-bust growth cycles.
Most, if not all, of our finance ministers are 
concerned about currency flexibility.
Historically, our exchange rate has benefited 
imports at the cost of exporters. Nonetheless, 
we persist to criticize our low export perfor-
mance. We appear to prefer grieving rather 
than making the difficult decision to make for-
eign exchange consistently pricey. Should we 

also applaud ourselves for our exceptional im-
port growth performance? Many economists 
tend to make absurd claims, such as ‘depre-
ciation relates to a rise in debt.’ They failed 
to see that by failing to depreciate in a timely 
manner, we fueled import demand in the first 
place, which was largely supported by expand-
ing foreign debt. 
Vagaries of the Rupee
No matter how many dollars the State Bank 
floats on the market to help balance the sit-
uation, they are all absorbed by individuals 
who trade in currency illegally. Local market 
factors triggered by the rupee depreciation 
and rush for the dollar are also in action. 
Saving in dollars provides a hedge against 
inflation and protects against the whims of 
the rupee. There are expenses associated 
with the rupee depreciating. Take a loan for 
example. According to statistics, the cur-
rency devaluation itself has increased Rs1.9 
trillion to the country’s domestic deficit. 
Because international loans must be paid 
in dollars, the rupee depreciation is not 
good news for a government with limited 
reserves. There are credibility problems as 
well. The rupee was the highest appreciat-
ing currency in Asia seven months ago. It is 
now the worst of the lot.
Currency depreciation isn’t always a nega-
tive thing if it boosts exports. So yet, this 
has not occurred. While exports have in-
creased, imports have far outpaced them, 
sending the rupee into a tailspin. Secur-
ing the national currency and allowing 
it to approach its true value is a critical 
economic aim. The status of the currency 
is a clear indication that Pakistan’s route 
to long-term economic recovery would be 
lengthy and convoluted.

Muhammad Akhter

The Palestinian 
people, under the 
oppression of the 

Zionist powers, lost 
their territories due 
to American backing 

in late 1940s

Anum Gul

The currency has 
dropped so much value 

in the previous four 
months, plunging from 
169.55 to a dollar to the 

latest 176.74

Dalia Al-Aqidi

History has shown that 
the party that lost the 
presidential election 
has an advantage in 
the midterms, as its 
supporters are more 

motivated to hit the polls
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ISLAMABAD: Nova Group held 
the inauguration ceremony of 
Esporte Complex along with 
the inauguration ceremony of 
Badminton Court and Football 
Court in Nova City to promote 
the healthy life style in an 
eco-friendly environment. 
Chief guest Shoib Akhtar was 
given the opportunity to speak 
on the significance of sports as 
in the ceremony the physical 
and mental health along with the 
eco-friendly environment was fo-
cused. Esportes block is a proof 
of our commitment as Nova City 
will provide its residents with 
any and everything within Nova 
City. The chairman Mr. Junaid 

Afzal has distributed the certif-
icates of association among his 
associates to appreciate their 
efforts and hard work. 
Nova Group (NOVA) has a clear 
vision to continuously contrib-
ute to the socio-economic bet-
terment of Pakistan. For this 
purpose, Nova Group aims to do 
this by revolutionizing the cul-
ture of construction in Pakistan. 
Nova City aims to provide luxuri-
ous, comfortable, and affordable 
living with contemporary features 
in a safe and secure environment.  
Aspiring to offer a serene and 
diverse environment for future 
generations, by emphasizing on 
a smart lifestyle of tomorrow, we 
strive to create new benchmarks 
of healthy comfort and luxurious 
living in Pakistan.

Nova City holds inauguration of Esporte Complex 
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Muhammad Waseem eyes 
world title after WBA win
“I still remember sleeping with the mosquitoes at the national coaching centre, 
and now I’m going for the world title soon,” smiles Muhammad Waseem, as we 

remembered his early training days when we first met in 2010
sports Desk

KARACHI: There is a scar right above Mu-
hammad Waseem’s left eye, right under his 
brow, but there is a smile on his face and 
his eyes are a home to humility, just the 
things that set the World Boxing Associa-
tion (WBA) number one apart from the rest 
of the athletes. “I still remember sleeping 
with the mosquitoes at the national coach-
ing centre, and now I’m going for the world 
title soon,” smiles Muhammad Waseem, 
as we remembered his early training days 
when we first met in 2010.
Call it a wonder as he stands tall with the 
record of being the only Pakistani holding 
the World Boxing Council’s silver champion 
flyweight title twice. He is now looking to 
take on the fight for unified world champi-
onship after defeating Colombia’s Rober 
Barrera (24 wins, 13 Kos and 4 defeats) 
115-113, 115-114 and 117-111 in a unani-
mous decision in Dubai, which was also the 
WBA world title eliminator bout.
Artem Dalakian is the current WBA world 
champion, meanwhile Julio Cesar Martin-
ez holds the WBC world title, and it is the 
world champion’s belt that Waseem is eye-
ing most ardently.
“It was my favourite fight really. This one 
and the one against Geimel Magramo,” 
Waseem told The Express Tribune, while 
sitting right next to his beautiful wife Dr 
Tabinda, as he had been in Karachi for the 
2022 Commonwealth Games build-up event 
of Queen’s Baton Relay that went to differ-
ent places in Karachi.
Waseem believed that it was his duty to 
come but mostly just so to see the children 
in Lyari as the relay’s last stop in the City of 

Lights was the sports-crazy locality.
“I just stayed. I think I couldn’t care about 
the stage either, but it was the children, the 
aspiring boxers of Lyari that held my heart. 
I wanted to make sure that they left satis-
fied, with pictures taken and hands shaken. 
That was my goal.” Waseem is more than a 
national hero, in fact mostly an unsung hero 
too, if one looks closely.
The fight against Magramo back in Novem-
ber 2016, exactly five years ago from his last 
fight was also him defending his WBC silver 
flyweight title. He knocked out Jether Oliva 

that year to become the first Pakistani to 
hold a WBC title.
An impeccable career as a professional (12 
wins, eight through knock-outs and only one 
defeat) that Waseem has created now is a re-
sult of an undying drive and an evidence of 
his strength of character. Despite hurdles, 
he carries on to move forward, and win too.
Coming back to the ring after the last fight 
that was in December 2020 against Jeny 
Boy Boca was not easy either.
Against Barerra, this was Waseem’s reply to 
his own conscience as a boxer and an ath-

lete on the road to glory.
“Coming back after almost a year, the 
pandemic had not been an easy time for 
anyone, but also because there were chal-
lenges. We couldn’t train abroad, the trav-
el restrictions, the visa, I even trained in 
Islamabad tying rocks to my feet and run-
ning because we don’t have world class fa-
cilities. However, I’m lucky to have coach 
Danny Vaughan, who had been a huge 
support and the man behind me winning 
my last fight especially,” said Waseem. 
Barrera had been a formidable opponent 
for the 34-year-old, and made sure that he 
dominated leaving Waseem out of breath 
in the ninth and 10th rounds.
“In the 10th round, I was almost at the verge 
of giving up. I was just trying to stay on my 
feet and he was firing everything he got,” 
remembered Waseem. “But then at the end 
of the round, Vaughan just motivated me to 
a point that I had to come back into the fight 
as a greater boxer.”
Partly the last minute inspiration that 
Vaughan mentioned was Waseem being a 
married man now, and keeping the honour 
of his mane, and his family is more impor-
tant than before. “He just made a point that 
I needed to win to keep my pride. Also the 
reason why I was in the ring in the first 
place, my family and my new life that I be-
gan last year, was a huge inspiration behind 
it,” explained Waseem.
From national camp to number one Wa-
seem winning the WBC title back in 2015 
was nothing short of a shock, as he had 
only turned to pro boxing from amateur 
and was representing Pakistan through 
the International Olympic Association 
recognized global body International Box-
ing Association (AIBA).

Djokovic can stay but saga 
not over: Australian judge

aGeNcies

MELBOURNE: Novak Djokovic re-
turned to the tennis court Monday 
for training, having won a legal battle 
to stay in Australia and play in the 
Australian Open after his exemption 
from strict coronavirus rules was 
questioned. But the government is 
still threatening to cancel his visa and 
deport him.
Federal Circuit Court Judge Anthony 
Kelly reinstated the Djokovic’s visa, 
which was pulled after his arrival last 
week because officials said he didn’t 
qualify for an exemption to a rule that 
all non-citizens be fully vaccinated. 
Djokovic’s lawyers say that since he 
recently recovered from COVID-19, he 
didn’t need to be inoculated.
The judge ruled the No. 1 player had 
not been given enough time to speak 
to his lawyers before the decision was 
made and ordered the government to 
release him from a Melbourne quaran-
tine hotel where he has spent the last 
four nights. But government lawyer 
Christopher Tran told the judge that 
the immigration minister “will con-
sider whether to exercise a personal 
power of cancellation.”
That would mean that the nine-time 
Australian Open winner and defending 
champion could again face deportation 
and could miss the tournament, which 
starts on Jan. 17. It could also bar him 

from the country for three years.
Late Monday night, Djokovic tweet-
ed out a photo that showed him and 
his team standing on one of the main 
show courts of the tournament. He 
was already back to training, his broth-
er told reporters in Serbia.
“I’m pleased and grateful that the 
Judge overturned my visa cancellation. 
Despite all that has happened, I want 
to stay and try to compete @Australia-
nOpen,” Djokovic said in the post.
The back and forth has gripped the 
world and caused a furor in Australia, 
where many initially decried the news 
that Djokovic, who has been a vocal 
skeptic of vaccines, had received an 
exemption to strict rules to compete 
in Melbourne. Many felt the star, who 
court documents say is not inoculated 

against COVID-19, was being given 
special treatment since Australians 
who aren’t vaccinated face tough trav-
el and quarantine restrictions. Mel-
bourne, in particular, has faced severe 
restrictions and is one of the world’s 
most locked down cities.
But when border police then blocked 
the 34-year-old on arrival, others cried 
foul, saying he was being scapegoated 
by an Australian government facing 
criticism for its recent handling of the 
pandemic. The tennis star’s brother, 
Djordje Djokovic, told television net-
work Prva in Belgrade, Serbia: “This 
is definitely politics, all this was poli-
tics.” Spanish tennis star Rafael Nadal 
called the controversy “a circus” and 
said he supported the decision allow-
ing his rival to play in Melbourne.

Kohli “at peace” with 
form as India gear up

CAPE TOWN: Indian captain Virat Kohli 
on Monday brushed aside concerns about 
his form as he looked ahead to the decisive 
third Test against South Africa starting at 
Newlands on Tuesday.
Without a century in his past 14 Tests, Kohli 
said he believed he was still making impor-
tant contributions to the team.
“I don’t look at myself from the lens that 
the outside world looks at me with,” said 
the 33-year-old who has been a fixture in the 
Test team since making his debut against 
the West Indies in 2011. “The standards 
that they are talking about have been set by 
myself, they are not an utterance from out-
side. “I take a lot of pride in wanting to do 
the best thing for the team and wanting to 
perform regularly for the team.
“I have been able to do that for a long peri-

od of time.” Kohli’s last Test hundred came 
against Bangladesh in Kolkata over two 
years ago in November 2019 but he said he 
had still been contributing.
“As a player and a batsman I have been in-
volved in many important moments for the 
team over the last calendar year or so,” he 
said. “I have been part of very important 
partnerships when the team needed me and 
those moments have been crucial for us in 
many Test matches. 
“I’m at peace with how I am playing.”
His opposite number Dean Elgar, whose 96 
not out guided South Africa to a memorable 
victory in the second Test at the Wander-
ers last week, believes India will be a better 
team with Kohli back in the line-up.
“Virat brings a different dynamic to the 
game,” said Elgar. – Agencies

ATP rankings as 
of January 10

1. Novak Djokovic (SRB) 11015 pts
2. Daniil Medvedev (RUS) 8935
3. Alexander Zverev (GER) 7970
4. Stefanos Tsitsipas (GRE) 6540
5. Andrey Rublev (RUS) 4990
6. Rafael Nadal (ESP) 4875
7. Matteo Berrettini (ITA) 4603
8. Casper Ruud (NOR) 4155
9. Felix Auger-Aliassime (CAN) 3653 (+2)
10. Hubert Hurkacz (POL) 3636 (-1)
11. Jannik Sinner (ITA) 3390 (-1)
12. Cameron Norrie (GBR) 2945
13. Diego Schwartzman (ARG) 2730
14. Denis Shapovalov (CAN) 2615
15. Dominic Thiem (AUT) 2410
16. Roger Federer (SUI) 2385
17. Roberto Bautista Agut (ESP) 2385 (+2)
18. Christian Garin (CHI) 2375 (-1)
19. Gaël Monfils (FRA) 2373 (+2)
20. Aslan Karatsev (RUS) 2351 (-2)

Man Utd 
deserve 
criticism

LONDON: Harry Maguire 
admits Manchester Unit-
ed deserves criticism for 
their sub-standard perfor-
mances this season but 
has played down rumours 
of disharmony in the dress-
ing room.
Ralf Rangnick suffered his 
first defeat as interim man-
ager against Wolves last 
week, which was followed 
by reports of unrest among 
the players.
Harry Maguire said United 
-- seventh in the Premier 
League -- must do better 
as they prepare for a  
third-round FA Cup tie 
against Aston Villa on 
Monday. – APP

Barty, Swiatek 
pull out of 

Sydney Classic
News Desk

SYDNEY: World number one Ashleigh Barty on Monday 
pulled out of this week’s Sydney Classic to rest ahead of 
the Australian Open after clinching the singles and doubles 
titles at the Adelaide International.
The 25-year-old said she would instead travel directly to 
Melbourne for the opening Grand Slam of the year, starting 
in one week’s time. “Unfortunately, I am withdrawing from 
the Sydney Tennis Classic to have some time to recover be-
fore the Australian Open,” she said.
“I’m sorry I won’t get the chance to play in front of the 
Sydney fans this year.”
Barty demolished Kazakhstan’s Elena Rybakina 6-3, 6-2 to 
claim the 14th singles title of her career on Sunday then 
returned to win the doubles with Storm Sanders.
It was her first tournament in four months, since a shock 
third-round loss at the US Open in September, after which 
she opted to remain in Australia because of the pandemic.
But the reigning Wimbledon champion bounced back em-
phatically to show why she is favourite to win her maiden 
Australian Open crown.
Barty beat a host of top players in a stacked top half of the 
Adelaide draw, including Coco Gauff (world number 19), So-
fia Kenin (12) and IgaSwiatek (8) on her way to the decider.
Her first-round bye in Sydney has been handed to third seed 
and world number four BarboraKrejcikova, with world num-
ber three Garbine Muguruza now the top seed.
Former French Open champion Swiatek, who fell to Barty 
in the Adelaide semis, also withdrew from Sydney.
“After a tense pre-season and last week’s tournament in Ad-
elaide I feel like my body needs more time to recover before 
@australianopen,” the Pole said on Twitter.
“I’ve been feeling some pain in my lower rib area, which is 
why unfortunately I’ve decided to withdraw from the tour-
nament in Sydney. See you in Melbourne!”

Six terrorists 
killed...

From PAge 01
terrorism plan” of IS had 
been averted in Quetta, the 
spokesman said. 
The operation was conduct-
ed by Balochistan’s CTD in 
Quetta district in the juris-
diction of Manzoor Shaheed 
police station, he added. The 
CTD said it acted on informa-
tion provided by a source that 
an IS member named, Asghar 
Samalani, having head money 
of Rs2 million in the depart-
ment’s Red Book, was pres-
ent along with other militants 
in the general area of QDA 
graveyard on Quetta’s East-
ern Bypass.
“They were moving to at-
tack a sensitive installation 
in Quetta. On receiving the 
information, a CTD team 
reached the place and inter-
cepted the terrorists,” the 
spokesman said. The mili-
tants were asked to surren-
der by the CTD personnel, 
but they started firing indis-
criminately and lobbed gre-
nades. A shootout ensued in 
which six IS men, including 
Sumalani, were killed while 
four to five others managed 
to escape taking the benefit 
of darkness. Efforts were 
being made to identify the 
remaining IS members, the 
spokesman said. An FIR has 
also been lodged at a CTD 
police station in Quetta. 

Opp. wants 
Murree...

From PAge 01
after their vehicles got stuck 
in heavy snow. 
“Twenty-three people lost 
their lives in the tragic in-
cident, while tourists were 
stuck in snow for more than 
20 hours but no one both-
ered to help them,” Shahbaz 
said. He added that people 
kept calling for help but nei-
ther the traffic police nor 
any other body was there to 
assist them.
“The  Murree tragedy was 
nothing but an administra-
tive failure and it demon-
strates the incompetency 
and criminal negligence 
of the incumbent govern-
ment,” he said.
He further said that it was 
not the first time that Mur-
ree received heavy snowfall 
and this time, snowstorms 
had been forecast, so the 
authorities concerned could 
have taken preventative 
measures beforehand. 
Referring to the Federal 
Minister of Information 
and Broadcasting Fawad 
Chaudhry’s earlier statement 
in which he appreciated the 
“boost in Murree’s tourism,” 
Shahbaz said: “When the 
tragic incident happened a 
‘Neru’ was sleeping in Islam-
abad, while the other one was 
busy rigging Punjab’s local 
body elections.” Shahbaz said 
that every year, millions of 
tourists visit Murree and a 
road map of preventive meas-
ures was also given to the 
hill station’s administration 
but the “government dealt 
with the Murree issue in the 
same way as it did to destroy 
the country’s economy.”The 
PML-N president criticised 
Prime Minister Imran Khan’s 
statement in which he said 
that the district administra-
tion was unprepared to deal 
with the situation.
“If the administration was 
not prepared for the situa-
tion, then what are you do-
ing? Resign from the post 
and go back home,” Shahbaz 
said.The Opposition lead-
er further added that the 
“nation will not pardon the 
government for its criminal 
negligence.”During the As-
sembly session, PPP Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari 
also seconded the Opposi-
tion leader and demanded 
the formation of a judicial 
commission to investigate 
the Murree incident.
“All opposition parties 
demand the government 
form a judicial commission 
to probe the Murree inci-
dent,” he said.Bilawal, in his 
speech, said that PM Imran 
Khan “lived a two-hour drive 
away from Murree where 
people were stranded, but 
he did not pay heed.
He further said that when-
ever a tragic incident takes 
place in Pakistan, the PTI 
government resorts to vic-
tim-blaming. 

Modi’s 
agenda...

From PAge 01
December 17-19, 2021. The 
premier said the Modi-led 
government’s silence, de-
spite the calls for genocide, 
begged the question wheth-
er the BJP govt supports 
this call, as he noted that it 
was high time the interna-
tional community took note 
and acted.
The prime minister said that 
under the extremist ideology 
of the BJP Modi government, 
Hindutva groups have target-
ed all religious minorities in 
India.
“The extremist agenda of the 
Modi government is a real 
and present threat to peace 
in our region,” PM Imran 
Khan said. As the premier 
tweeted, the Supreme Court 
of India decided to take up 
a case related to the hate 
speeches, including open 
calls for genocide made at the 
conclave, NDTV reported.
“We will take up the matter,” 
Chief Justice of India NV Ra-
mana said, as quoted by the 
media outlet.
According to Time of India, 
as many as 200,000 Muslims 
gathered in the Bareilly city 
last week and offered them-
selves for what they called 
“mass sacrifice” in protest 
against the hate speeches.
Pakistan, on December 27, 
deplored Hindutva leaders’ 
calls for Muslim genocide in 
India and lamented New Del-
hi’s inaction over the matter.
To express Pakistan’s seri-
ous concerns over the calls 
for Muslim genocide, the In-
dian Charge d’ Affaires was 
summoned to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, Islama-
bad.
In a statement, the Foreign 
Office said it was highly rep-
rehensible that Hindu Raksha 
Sena’s Prabodhanand Giri 
and other Hindutva figures 
who called for ethnic cleans-
ing of Muslims have neither 
expressed any regret nor has 
the Indian government con-
demned or taken any action 
against them so far.

Romanian 
PM,  Qureshi 

discuss 
bilateral ties

From PAge 01
vaccines to Pakistan by his 
government.
Prime Minister Nicolae Ci-
uca appreciated the role of 
Pakistan in the context of 
Afghanistan particularly for 
the evacuation of the Ro-
manian citizens. Discussing 
the regional and interna-
tional matters, the foreign 
minister particularly high-
lighted the Indian human 
rights abuses in Indian Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir and the situation 
in Afghanistan.He also ap-
preciated Romania’s role to 
support Pakistan in obtain-
ing the GSP Plus facility.

FM stresses 
Pak-Romania 

joint...

From PAge 01
boosting bilateral eco-
nomic relations of the two 
countries. Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi also invited his Ro-
manian counterpart to visit 
Pakistan that was happily 
accepted by Bogdan Lucian 
Aurescu.
Meanwhile, Pakistan and 
Romania have signed a 
Memorandum of Under-
standing for cooperation in 
the field of education.
The MoU was signed by Bu-
charest Polytechnic Univer-
sity of Romania regarding 
provision of scholarships to 
Pakistani students on per-
manent basis.
Pakistan’s Ambassador to 
Romania Dr. Zafar Iqbal 
and Rector Bucharest 
Polytechnical University 
Mahnia Kostovio signed 
the MoU. Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi 
and his Romanian coun-
terpart Bogdan Lucian Au-
rescu were also present on 
the occasion.

ME FMs head 
to China for 

meetings
 
BEIJING: Foreign ministers 
from Saudi Arabia and other 
Middle Eastern states are 
visiting China this week for 
meetings with officials from 
the world’s second largest 
economy, a leading consum-
er of oil and source of for-
eign investment.
The Chinese Foreign Minis-
try on Monday gave no de-
tails of the agendas for the 
visits, but said they were ex-
pected to “deepen relations 
between the two sides.”
The meetings running 
through Friday will include 
the foreign ministers of 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Oman 
and Bahrain, along with the 
secretary general of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council.
Iran’s Foreign Minister 
Hossein Amirabdollahian 
will also be in China at the 
end of this week, ministry 
spokesperson Saeed Khat-
ibzadeh said in Tehran. It 
wasn’t immediately clear if 
he would join the meetings 
with the others. Khatibza-
deh said the foreign min-
ister left for Oman today. 
– Agencies
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BAKU: Azerbaijani and Belarus of-
ficials have discussed further pros-
pects of cooperation at a meeting 
in Belarus, Azertag has reported.
At the meeting held between Azer-
baijani ambassador Ulvi Bakhshal-
iyev and  Speaker of the Council 
of Belarus Nataya Kochanova, the 
latter described Azerbaijan not 
just as a partner for Belarus, but a 
close friend, the report added.
“Azerbaijan is a country that con-
nects us with friendly, economic, 
political, humanitarian ties. This 
collaboration is very important to 
us as we feel Azerbaijan’s support 
in international organizations on 
all levels. And surely, in many ways, 
such good relations between our 
countries have developed thanks to 
our presidents,” Kochanova said.
The speaker noted that an inten-
sive political dialogue is underway 
between Belarus and Azerbaijan. 
She stressed the importance of a 

closer relationship between the 
sides in such a difficult time.
“Our contacts should be more ef-
fective, and I think the resumption 
of meetings, parliamentary visits 
to Azerbaijan and Belarus will 
contribute to this. We have found 
a complete mutual understanding 
of the ongoing processes, in sup-
port of each other, and we will do 
our best to intensify cooperation. 
We have a good trade turnover 
this year: in 10 months - $ 442 mil-
lion,” she added.
Ulvi Bakhshaliev expressed grat-
itude for the organization of the 
meeting in the Council of the 
Republic. “I am very happy to be 
here as an ambassador. We are 
very grateful to our presidents 
for the pace that they set for our 
relationship. And we must try to 
realize the set tasks in time with 
the bilateral agenda,” she said.
Earlier it was reported that Azer-
baijan disassociated itself from 
paragraph 11 of the Joint Decla-
ration of the Eastern Partnership 

Summit of December 15, 2021, as 
it has a reservation to any opera-
tions “in conflict-affected regions” 
referred to in paragraph 8 of the 
Annex to this Joint Declaration 
carried out in the absence of a rel-
evant request and agreement with 
Azerbaijan. At the summit, EU 
Council President Charles Michel 
officially stated that Azerbaijan 
had not agreed with paragraph 11 

of the joint declaration concern-
ing the internal political situation 
in Belarus and expressed its posi-
tion on this paragraph. Due to the 
discrepancy between the views 
expressed in the Joint Declaration 
on Belarus and the principles of 
Azerbaijan’s foreign policy, Azer-
baijan adopted a Joint Declaration 
with its reservations. That is, 
Azerbaijan stated that it does not 

share the position on Belarus in 
paragraph 11. Azerbaijan and Be-
larus are cooperating in various 
fields of economy, such as agricul-
ture, transport, remote sensing 
services, etc. The trade turnover 
between Azerbaijan and Belarus 
amounted to $335.7 million, with 
the export accounting for $233.2 
million and import for $102.5 mil-
lion in the first 10 months of 2021. 

Azerbaijan, Belarus eye further prospects of co-op

Briefs
Eurozone 

joblessness 
shrinks 
despite 

Covid-19
BRUSSELS: The unemploy-
ment rate in the eurozone 
dropped again in November, 
official figures showed on 
Monday, as hiring withstood 
new coronavirus outbreaks 
in several member coun-
tries. The EU’s Eurostat 
agency said the seasonal-
ly-adjusted jobless rate -- 
which measures the number 
of people out of work as a 
proportion of the active pop-
ulation as a whole -- dipped 
to 7.2 percent in November 
from 7.3 percent in October 
and 7.4 percent in July. 
In the 27-member European 
Union, which includes coun-
tries such as Poland not in 
the single currency bloc, 
unemployment fell to 6.5 
percent in November from 
6.7 percent a month earlier. 
The data were a marked im-
provement over a year ear-
lier when the jobless rate 
stood at 8.1 percent in the 
euro area and 7.4 percent in 
the wider EU. 
The agency estimates that 
13.9 million EU residents 
were out of work in Novem-
ber. Youth unemployment 
stood at 15.4 percent in the 
EU and 15.5 percent in the 
eurozone, also down on the 
previous month. 
The downward trend in un-
employment survived fresh 
outbreaks of the Delta var-
iant in countries such as 
Germany, the Netherlands 
and Belgium, suggesting 
that government decisions 
to limit restrictions had pre-
served their economies.
Many countries are attempt-
ing to take a similar ap-
proach in their response to 
the highly contagious Omi-
cron variant, even as daily 
infection rates have risen to 
unprecedented levels across 
Europe. – APP

Philippines 
calls on 

Indonesia to 
end coal ban

MANILA: The Philippines 
has urged Indonesia to lift 
its recent ban on coal ex-
ports, with Manila warning 
Monday the policy will have 
a “detrimental” impact on 
the coal-reliant country.
Indonesia, the world’s big-
gest exporter of coal used 
to generate electricity, this 
month stopped fossil fuel 
shipments to secure its do-
mestic power supply.
The Philippines imports 
about 70 percent of its coal 
supply and nearly 97 per-
cent of that comes from In-
donesia, official data show. 
Most of the coal is used for 
power generation.
Jakarta’s ban on January 
coal exports would be “det-
rimental” to countries like 
the Philippines that rely 
on coal-fired power, Energy 
Secretary Alfonso Cusi said 
in a letter to his Indonesian 
counterpart last Thursday, 
according to a Department 
of Energy statement on 
Monday. “Power generated 
from coal comprises about 
60 percent of the coun-
try’s power demand,” Cusi 
added. Philippines Foreign 
Secretary Teodoro Locsin 
has been enlisted to appeal 
against Indonesia’s decision 
via the Association of South-
east Asian Nations, the 
statement said. – APP

Nobel body 
slams Suu Kyi 

convictions
OSLO: The Norwegian 
Nobel Committee, which 
awards the Nobel Peace 
Prize, denounced three new 
convictions handed down 
Monday against ousted 
Myanmar leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi. “The Nobel Com-
mittee is deeply concerned 
about her situation,” the 
chairwoman of the Nobel 
committee Berit Reiss-An-
dersen told AFP in an email
“The latest ruling against 
Aung San Suu Kyi is a polit-
ically motivated ruling,” she 
added.   Under house arrest 
since a February 1 military 
coup, the 76-year-old former 
leader was sentenced to 
four years in prison in the 
latest in a slew of charges 
that risk sending her to pris-
on for decades.
She was found guilty of two 
charges related to illegally 
importing and owning walk-
ie-talkies and one of breaking 
coronavirus rules, a source 
with knowledge of the case 
told AFP. Suu Kyi was sen-
tenced in December to a four-
year sentence for violating 
Covid restrictions, which the 
ruling junta later shortened 
to two years. – APP

S.Korea 
records 
187,611 
Covid 

infections
SEOUL: South Korea has 
registered a total of 187,611 
breakthrough COVID-19 in-
fections, which refer to the 
vaccinated people who were 
infected with the virus, as of 
Jan. 1, the health authorities 
said Monday. It is up from 
171,673 a week earlier and 
accounted for 0.449 percent 
of the fully vaccinated peo-
ple that reached 41,835,421 
on Jan. 1, according to the 
Korea Disease Control and 
Prevention Agency.
It is known that people can be 
protected from the virus two 
weeks after full vaccination. 
Among the total breakthrough 
cases, the number of critically 
ill patients was 2,418, while 
the death toll stood at 1,247. 
The number of those who 
were infected with COVID-19 
after receiving booster shots 
was 5,664 on Jan. 1, taking 
up 0.049 percent of the total 
11,462,607 who got the boost-
er jabs. The number of criti-
cally ill patients who received 
booster shots was 25, and the 
death toll came to 18.
In the latest tally, the coun-
try reported 3,007 more 
cases of COVID-19 for the 
past 24 hours, lifting the to-
tal number of infections to 
667,390. The daily caseload 
hovered below 4,000 for 
four straight days. – APP

Polish 
senator sues 
party leader

 

WARSAW: A Polish opposi-
tion senator whose phone 
was hacked with advanced 
spyware has filed a civil suit 
against Poland’s ruling party 
leader, Jaroslaw Kaczynski, 
for slander over comments 
suggesting that he was 
placed under surveillance 
in connection to wrongdo-
ing. Hours after the news 
was reported Monday about 
Sen. Krzysztof Brejza’s case 
against Kaczynski, Polish 
prosecutors informed Bre-
jza’s father, a city mayor, that 
he was under investigation 
as a suspect and needed to 
appear for questioning.
Both father and son insist that 
they have done nothing wrong, 
and accuse authorities of seek-
ing political revenge. They also 
believe the ruling Law and 
Justice party is trying to cast 
suspicion on them as a way to 
justify the use of the surveil-
lance software, a tool meant to 
fight terrorism and other seri-
ous crimes, against political 
opponents. The hacking rev-
elations have rocked Poland, 
drawing comparisons to the 
1970s Watergate scandal in 
the United States and elicit-
ing calls for an investigative 
commission in parliament.
Brejza called the decision to 
summon his father “revenge 
targeting the family” for the 
lawsuit and for revealing 
“crimes related to illegal sur-
veillance of the opposition.” 
He spoke Monday at a news 
conference in parliament 
alongside his wife, Dorota 
Brejza, who is also his lawyer. 
Ryszard Brejza, the mayor of 
Inowroclaw, a city in central 
Poland, said he was delivered 
a letter informing him that 
he must appear for question-
ing as a suspect but was not 
informed of what the case in-
volves. “I feel a little like the 
character from the Franz Kaf-
ka novel ‘The Trial.’ I don’t 
know what this concerns. I 
can only guess,” he told the 
news station TVN24. – APP

Slovakia 
eases Covid 
measures

 

BRATISLAVA: Slovakia 
is easing coronavirus re-
strictions after a decline in 
new infections while the 
fast-spreading omicron vari-
ant is yet to fully hit the coun-
try. The changes include the 
cancellation Monday of the 
overnight curfew between 8 
p.m. and 5 a.m. The move 
allows bars and restaurants, 
stores and others to stay 
open without restrictions. 
Only fully vaccinated people 
and those who have recov-
ered from COVID-19 are 
eligible to enter bars, res-
taurants, hotels, ski resorts, 
religious services and stores 
selling nonessential goods.
Elementary and high 
schools fully reopened. but 
schoolchildren and students 
have to wear face cover-
ings. The government also 
decided to partially lift re-
strictions for various public 
events, including concerts 
and sport competitions, al-
lowing the number of spec-
tators to reach up to 50% of 
capacity. In the case of high-
risk events, such as wed-
dings, parties, discotheques 
and others, up to 20 people 
can attend. Only the vacci-
nated or those who have re-
covered from COVID-19 are 
eligible. – APP

Kazakhstan’s largest city 
back online after clashes
The CSTO, a Moscow-led regional military bloc that has dispatched peacekeeping 

troops to the country, was set to hold an online summit on the crisis Monday, 
with the Kremlin confirming Russian President Vladimir Putin’s attendance

ALMATY: Kazakhstan’s 
largest city was back online 
and appeared to be return-
ing to normal on Monday, as 
the nation observed a day of 
mourning after clashes that 
left dozens dead and the 
financial hub of 1.8 million 
people reeling. Almaty, the 
country’s former capital, 
had been nearly completely 
offline since Wednesday, 
but local and foreign web-
sites were accessible again 
Monday morning, follow-
ing the worst unrest in the 
ex-Soviet republic’s inde-
pendent history.

The Collective Securi-
ty Treaty Organisation 
(CSTO), a Moscow-led re-
gional military bloc that has 
dispatched peacekeeping 
troops to the country, was 
set to hold an online summit 
on the crisis Monday, with 
the Kremlin confirming 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s attendance. 
AFP correspondents saw 
public transport on the 
streets of Almaty for the 
first time since protests de-
scended into violence ear-
lier this week, leaving stra-
tegic government buildings 

burned and gutted and busi-
nesses counting the costs of 
a looting spree.   Lyudmila, 
a pensioner who was wait-
ing for a bus in the city cen-
tre and gave only her first 
name, said she was alerted 
to the internet’s reappear-
ance by a messenger call 
from relatives in Ukraine. 
“I had no idea that we were 
back online again,” she said. 
She told AFP that during 
clashes on Wednesday 
night, injured soldiers had 
been dragged into the 
courtyard of the apartment 
building where she lived for 

emergency treatment. 
Kazakhstan has framed the 
violence in Almaty as an 
attack by “terrorist groups” 
and expressed displeasure 
at foreign media coverage 
of the events, which began 
with protests over a fuel 
price hike in the west of the 
country on January 2.  
On Monday the govern-
ment said foreign media 
reports had created “the 
false impression that the 
Kazakhstan government 
has been targeting peaceful 
protestors”.  “Our security 
forces have been engaging 

with violent mobs who were 
committing brazen acts of 
terror,” the foreign ministry 
said in the statement.
But the authoritarian gov-
ernment has also struggled 
to firm up its own narrative. 
On Sunday evening the in-
formation ministry retract-
ed a statement that had 
appeared in an officially run 
Telegram channel earlier 
that said more than 164 peo-
ple had died in the unrest. 
Two private websites that 
had reported the news said 
the information ministry 
had told them the state-

ment was the result of a 
“technical mistake”. 
Officials previously said 26 
“armed criminals” had been 
killed and that 16 security 
officers had died.
In total, 5,800 people have 
been detained for question-
ing, the presidency said in a 
statement on Sunday.
Nur-Sultan, the city that 
replaced Almaty as capital 
in 1997 and which was re-
named in honour of 81-year-
old founding president Nur-
sultan Nazarbayev in 2019, 
saw comparatively little un-
rest. – APP

Pak culture should 
be highlighted  
in trade fairs

DNA
KARACHI: Patron in Chief of United Business Group 
(UBG) and former President of FPCCI SM Munir said 
that Pakistan’s culture should be highlighted in various 
events held abroad and in international trade fairs. Ac-
cording to a statement issued by the group’s Central 
spokesperson Gulzar Feroze, in a conversation with 
UBG President Zubair Tufail. SM Munir said that  We 
will also give suggestions to all associations and cham-
bers of commerce of Pakistan including the government 
and its institutions that our culture should be spread all 
over the world and young people world over should get 
acquainted with Pakistani art and artists.
SM Munir said that Pakistan has kept the economy stable 
by competing with Covid-19 and the demand for Pakistani 
products is increasing in the world. S M Muneer said   Pa-
kistani exporters set up a window in Canada, USA and oth-
er countries where Pakistani exporters can advertise their 
products and give their opinion. He said similar windows 
can be established in other courtiers of the world to pro-
mote Pakistani exports. President UBG Zubair Tufail said 
that Pakistan’s business and industrial community is unit-
ed under the leadership of SM Munir and we will continue 
to provide positive suggestions to the government in the 
best interest of Pakistan’s business community.

ISLAMABAD: A 25-member delegation of Armed Forces Command & Staff College, KSA, 
led by Brig Gen Alqahtani, visited Foreign office. In briefing session, FS Sohail Mahmood 

and Spokesperson highlighted key aspects of Pakistan’s foreign policy, including 
commitment to forge deeper cooperation with brotherly Saudi Arabia. – DNA

BUCHAREST: Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi, 
inaugurating "Pakistan Cultural and Trade Exhibition Center" 

at embassy of Pakistan in Romania. – DNA

Myanmar's Suu Kyi hit with 
new convictions, jail term

YANGON: A Myanmar jun-
ta court on Monday con-
victed Aung San Suu Kyi 
of three criminal charges, 
sentencing her to four years 
in prison in the latest in a 
slew of cases against the 
ousted civilian leader. The 
Nobel laureate has been 
detained since February 1 
when her government was 
forced out in an early morn-
ing coup, ending Myanmar's 
short-lived experiment with 

democracy. The generals' 
power grab triggered wide-
spread dissent, which secu-
rity forces sought to quell 
with mass detentions and 
bloody crackdowns in which 
more than 1,400 civilians 
have been killed, according 
to a local monitoring group.
A source with knowledge 
of the case told AFP the 
76-year-old was found 
guilty of two charges re-
lated to illegally importing 

and owning walkie-talk-
ies and one of breaking 
coronavirus rules. The 
walkie-talkie charges stem 
from when soldiers raid-
ed her house on the day 
of the coup, allegedly dis-
covering the contraband 
equipment. Monday's sen-
tence adds to the penalties 
the court handed down in 
December when she was 
jailed for four years for 
incitement and breaching 

Covid-19 rules while cam-
paigning.
Junta chief Min Aung 
Hlaing cut the sentence to 
two years and said she could 
serve her term under house 
arrest in the capital Nay-
pyidaw. December's ruling 
drew international condem-
nation, and the Myanmar 
public reverted to old pro-
testing tactics of banging 
pots and pans in a show of 
anger. – Agencies

Malaysia’s 
sales grow 
18.8 pct in 
Nov 2021

KUALA LUMPUR: Malay-
sia’s manufacturing sales 
grew 18.8 percent to 142.4 
billion ringgit (about 33.9 
billion U.S. dollars) in Nov. 
2021 from a year ago, offi-
cial data showed Monday. 
The growth in sales value for 
the month was driven by the 
petroleum, chemical, rubber 
and plastic products subsec-
tor, which rose 29 percent, 
the Department of Statistics 
Malaysia (DOSM) said in a 
statement. The expansion 
was also attributed to the 
food, beverages and tobacco 
subsector, which climbed 
20.7 percent, as well as the 
electrical and electronics 
products subsector, which 
expanded 17.8 percent. Ac-
cording to DOSM, sales 
value for export-oriented 
industries, which account-
ed for 71.7 percent of total 
sales value. – APP

Azerbaijan 
detects Covid-19 
Omicron variant

Web DeSK

BAKU: Twelve people have 
tested positive for the COV-
ID-19 Omicron variant in 
Azerbaijan. This was stated 
in a joint statement made 
by the Azerbaijani Health 
Ministry, the State Agen-
cy for Mandatory Health 
Insurance, and the Man-
agement Union of Medical 
Territorial Units (TABIB).
The ministry reported that 
the SARS-CoV-2 21K Omi-
cron was detected in 12 
samples taken from those 
arriving from abroad. The 
statement underlined that 
vaccination is the most effec-
tive way to protect against 

new and rapidly spreading 
strains of the virus. 
“As a result of the active 
participation of the popu-
lation in vaccination, the 
epidemiological situation 
in Azerbaijan has remained 
stable,” the statement add-
ed. The country confirmed 
its first COVID-19 case on 
February 28, 2020. The 
country introduced a spe-
cial quarantine regime on 
March 25 and took a num-
ber of measures to fight 
COVID-19 in the country.
The nationwide vaccination 
is free and on a voluntary 
basis and is in line with the 
“Strategy of vaccination 
against COVID-19 in Azer-
baijan for 2021-2022”. 

Turkey reduces 
foreign energy

ANKARA: Turkey’s Energy 
Efficiency Association (EN-
VER) President Ali Ihsan 
Silkim has said that the 
country is reducing its for-
eign energy supply depend-
ence, Yeni Shafak newspa-
per has reported.
“Thanks to our national 
energy and mining policy, 
we reduce our foreign de-
pendence and reduce our 
greenhouse gas emissions,” 
Silkim said.
It was noted that while the 
global supply crisis in the 

energy markets and the 
increasing costs left their 
mark in 2021, it is predicted 
that the cost increase will 
continue in 2022.
While many countries around 
the world are working to en-
sure supply security, Turkey 
has started to reap the fruits 
of its efforts to diversify its 
energy resources for years. 
At the same time, Turkey, 
which strengthened its in-
frastructure in supply, was 
among the countries least 
affected by the crisis. – APP
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DNA
ISLAMABAD: Tanzania Navy Com-
mander, Rear Admiral Michael 
Mwanandenja Mumanga visited Naval 
Headquarters, Islamabad and called 
on Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral 
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi. 
Upon arrival at Naval Headquarters, 
the visiting dignitary was received 
by Chief of the Naval Staff. A smart-
ly turned out contingent of Pakistan 
Navy presented him Guard of Hon-
our. After wreath laying at shuhada 
monument, the dignitary was intro-
duced to the Principal Staff Officers 
at Naval Headquarters.
Later, Rear Admiral Michael Mwan-
denje Mumanga called on Chief of 
the Naval Staff in his office. Dur-
ing the meeting, various matters of 
maritime security and mutual inter-
est including bilateral collaboration 
were discussed. Chief of the Naval 

Staff highlighted Pakistan Navy’s 
contributions for ensuring maritime 
security and peace in the region. 
Both the dignitaries agreed on fur-

ther enhancing mutual interactions 
in diversified military domains. 
It is expected that the visit of 
Tanzania Navy Commander shall 

further promote the existing bi-
lateral cooperation between the 
two countries in general and the 
navies in particular.

Tanzania Navy Commander visits Naval HQ
Chief of the Naval Staff highlighted Pakistan Navy’s contributions for ensuring maritime 

security and peace in the region. Both the dignitaries agreed on further enhancing 
mutual interactions in diversified military domains

Briefs
Ningyo Art 
& Beauty 

exhibition 
starts 
Staff RepoRt

ISLAMABAD: An exhibition titled 
‘Ningyo Art and Beauty of Japanese 
Dolls’ will be starting from Tuesday 
(today) at Pakistan National Council of 
the Arts (PNCA). According to state-
ment issued by PNCA, it would be a 
collaboration with Japan Foundation 
Embassy, Ningyo which means “hu-
man shape” in Japanese language. The 
doll culture that has been cultivated 
over the long history of Japan will be 
introduced through a total of 67 care-
fully selected dolls, divided into 4 
sections. Ningyo to pray for children’s 
growth, Ningyo as fineart, Ningyo as 
folk art and spread of Ningyo culture.
This exhibition presents a compre-
hensive introduction to Japanese 
doll culture, from Katashiro and 
Amagatsu, which are considered to 
be the archetypes of dolls in Japan, 
local dolls that reflect the climate 
and anecdotes from across the coun-
try,  dress up dolls that are beloved 
in Japan today as doll toys.

IMF 
requested 

to reschedule 
6th review

ISLAMABAD: The Finance Division 
has officially requested the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) to 
reschedule the meeting of its Board 
of Directors for the approval of 6th 
review till end January.  According 
to press statement issued by the Fi-
nance Ministry here Monday, the gov-
ernment had introduced bills in the 
National Assembly whereas IMF had 
moved the 6th tranche recommenda-
tion to its board for consideration on 
the January 12.  As soon as the legis-
lative procedures are completed, the 
IMF board would consider it for ap-
proval, the statement added. – APP

Shahrukh 
Jatoi shifted 

to jail 
KARACHI: Death row inmate Shah-
rukh Jatoi — the main accused in the 
2012 Shahzeb Khan murder case —  
was once again shifted to the central 
jail after Geo News reported that the 
convict was enjoying lavish perks 
at a private hospital in Karachi for 
more than two years.
According to sources, Jatoi was living 
on the upper floor of Qamar-ul-Islam 
Hospital in Karachi, which was re-
portedly rented by Jatoi’s family for 
the imprisoned convict. Per details, 
Jatao was living a normal life despite 
being convicted in a murder case. 
After the news was broadcast on me-
dia, the jail administration took swift 
action and Jatoi was put behind bars 
in no time. According to footage, con-
vict Jatoi appeared to be making full 
use of television, airconditioner, and 
a refrigerator among other facilities, 
in a private hospital room — a clear 
violation of rules and procedures of 
the Pakistan Penal Code.
Sources said that Jatoi was staying at 
a private hospital in the Gizri area of 
Karachi for more than two years in-
stead of Karachi’s central jail. He was 
apparently living a “luxurious life on 
the upper floor of the private hospi-
tal.” They further mentioned that Ja-
toi was also allowed to leave the hos-
pita premises and no police official 
was seen on duty. Per the report, the 
upper portion of the private hospital 
was rented by Jatoi’s family. They said 
that Jatoi was transferred from the jail 
to a private hospital on the “orders of 
the Sindh Home Department and an 
influential person was behind this 
breach of rules.” – APP

Explosion kills 
9 children in 
Afghanistan

NANGARHAR: An explosion in east-
ern Afghanistan near the border with 
Pakistan on Monday killed nine chil-
dren and wounded four, according to 
the office of a Taliban-appointed gov-
ernor. A statement from the gover-
nor’s office said the blast took place 
when a cart selling food items struck 
an old, unexploded mortar shell in 
the district of Lalopar, in eastern 
Nangarhar province. No other de-
tails were immediately available. 
The province is the headquarters of 
Taliban rivals, the militant Islamic 
State group (IS), which has staged 
several attacks targeting Afghani-
stan’s new rulers since the Taliban 
took over the country in mid-August.
However, the IS has operated in Af-
ghanistan since 2014, carrying out 
dozens of horrific attacks and most 
often targeting the country’s mi-
nority Shia Muslims. Afghanistan is 
among the countries with the most 
unexploded land mines and other 
ordnance from the country’s dec-
ades of war and conflict. When the 
ordnance detonates, the victims are 
often children. – Agencies

Australia’s 
Covid tally 

surpasses 1M
    

MELBOURNE: Australia’s COVID-19 
tally surpassed one million on Mon-
day as the prime minister said the 
country must “push through” a rap-
idly-growing outbreak of the omicron 
variant. The country confirmed over 
67,000 new cases, pushing the total 
to 1.04 million cases, with more than 
half of them recorded in the past 
week alone. As many as 2,387 people 
have lost their lives to the disease. 
“We’re dealing with serious volumes 
of cases but we are not seeing the 
same impact proportionally from pre-
vious variants in terms of the impact 
on hospitalizations, ICU and venti-
lated patients,” Scott Morrison told 
reporters in the capital Canberra.
He said 5,097 coronavirus patients 
are hospitalized and 78 on ventila-
tors, “which is well, well, well within 
the capacity.” Morrison said “living 
with COVID means continuing to en-
sure we press ahead with the vacci-
nation program, adding that the chil-
dren’s vaccination has commenced. 
According to Chief Medical Officer 
Prof. Paul Kelly, who was speaking in 
the news conference along with the 
prime minister, said Australia has 
over 500,000 active cases, which is 
“a very different situation to even a 
few weeks ago.”
But “the vast majority of those 
500,000 active cases are mild or in-
deed asymptomatic,” he added. Aus-
tralia had suppressed previous waves 
of the pandemic through lockdowns 
and strict border controls and quar-
antines. “So those issues about being 
prepared - having some paracetamol 
or some ibuprofen in your cupboard. 
Don’t wait to get symptoms before 
you do that to treat yourself with 
if you have symptoms of COVID.” 
Australia has so far fully vaccinated 
92.1% of people aged 16 and above, 
while 94.7% have received their first 
dose of a COVID-19 vaccine, accord-
ing to the Health Ministry. – APP

19 killed in 
New York 

apartment fire
NEW YORK: At least 19 people are 
dead, including nine children, after a 
fire tore through a high-rise apartment 
building in New York on Sunday, of-
ficials said. Another 63 people were 
severely injured in the blaze in the 
Bronx, New York City Mayor Eric Ad-
ams told CNN.
New York City Fire Department 
(FDNY) commissioner Daniel Nigro 
said at a press conference that a mal-
functioning space heater caused the 
fire in the 19-story building.
He said the smoke quickly spread to 
the upper floors because the door of 
the apartment was open and more 
than 60 people were poisoned.
According to the New York Mayor’s Of-
fice, the children who died were aged 
16 and under and the majority of the 
residents in the building were Muslims 
from Gambia. Earlier in a press confer-
ence, Nigro said 32 victims were sent 
to five different hospitals and most 
of them were suffering from severe 
smoke inhalation.
“That is unprecedented in our city. 
We expect there to be numerous fa-
talities,” he added. “Approximately 
200 FDNY members are operating on 
scene of a 5-alarm fire at 333 East 181 
Street in the Bronx,” the FDNY said on 
Twitter. A team of 200 firefighters had 
responded to the fire. – APP

UN 
delegation 

meets 
Sindh CM

DNA
KARACHI: Per-capita water in Paki-
stan has dropped to 1000 cubic meters 
from 5000 meters in 1950, Sindh chief 
minister said while talking to a UN 
delegation on Monday. UN Resident 
and Humanitarian delegation led by its 
Coordinator Julien Harneis called on 
Chief Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah at 
the CM House here Monday.
UN delegation discussed the Indus 
River Basin management and the im-
pact of the climate change.
“Indus delta being devastated with 
the scarcity of water in the river. The 
water won’t reach to downstream 
Kotri due to its unavailability and it is 
the sole reason we are opposing big 
dams,” the chief minister said.
“Indus river is the economic lifeline 
of Pakistan,” he said. Heavy rains are 
negatively affecting the agriculture 
while damaging roads and localitie,” he 
said. “Moreover, the water used by the 
industries and agriculture crops have 
polluted the sub-soil water. We want to 
save Indus river from this environmen-
tal impact,” Murad Ali Shah said.
“The seawater is moving on the land, 
eroding the soil, agriculture land and 
human settlements,” he said.
“We want the United Nations to sign 
Framework 2023-27 with Pakistan,” 
CM Shah further said. This program 
will help development in environ-
ment, health sectors. It will also help 
the River Basin Management,” Mu-
rad Ali Shah said. “We extend help 
to the countries in river management 
and betterment of the environment,” 
UN official Julien Harneis said. “We 
intend to join hands with the Sindh 
government to ensure the river man-
agement,” he added.

US, Russia hold high-
stakes talks on Ukraine
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken stressed Sunday that Russia had to 

choose between dialogue and confrontation, warning on CNN that there would 
be “massive consequences for Russia if it renews its aggression on Ukraine”

WeD DeSK

GENEVA: Top US and Russian offi-
cials held crucial talks Monday on 
soaring tensions over Ukraine and se-
curity demands from Moscow, with lit-
tle hope of a diplomatic breakthrough 
on the table. The high-stakes negotia-
tions come with Russian troops mass-
ing on Ukraine’s border and fears of 
an invasion, and Moscow demanding 
wide-ranging concessions from Wash-
ington and its NATO partners.
The talks launch a week of high-stakes 
diplomacy between Russia and the 
West, after Moscow amassed tens of 
thousands of troops at the Ukrainian 
border, drawing the United States and 
Europe into a Cold War-style stand-off.
US Deputy Secretary of State Wendy 
Sherman and Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sergei Ryabkov opened their 
meeting at the US mission in Geneva 

at 8:55 am (0755 GMT), officials said.
A convoy of black vehicles with Russian 
diplomatic plates had arrived shortly 
before, and was ushered through the 
large iron gates under a billowing US 
flag. The two diplomats had already 
met informally in the Swiss city on 
Sunday evening, with Ryabkov after-
wards telling Russian news agencies 
the first meeting had been “difficult”.
Ryabkov was quoted by state news 
agency RIA Novosti Monday as saying 
he feared Washington was not taking 
seriously Moscow’s demand of an end 
to NATO’s eastward expansion.
Pointing to a 2008 promise by NATO 
to consider membership for Ukraine 
and Georgia, Ryabkov said: “Are they 
ready to give legal guarantees that this 
country, as well as other countries... 
will not join NATO?”
“I have a rather pessimistic forecast 
in this regard.” Sherman in the talks 
on Sunday stressed “the freedom of 

sovereign nations to choose their own 
alliances,” the State Department said.
In the muddy trenches on the frontline 
in Ukraine, where Kyiv’s forces have 
been battling pro-Russian fighters 
since 2014, there was little hope for 
diplomacy. “I doubt that anything will 
change,” 29-year-old soldier Mykhailo 
said as he walked through trenches in 
the town of Avdiivka, just north of the 
separatist stronghold city of Donetsk.
“Guarantees of not joining NATO will 
never stop” Putin, Mykhailo said, add-
ing: “he wants to return the Soviet Un-
ion in version 2.0.” Both sides have set 
firm lines, with Washington warning 
that Moscow would face severe conse-
quences from an invasion of Ukraine 
and Russia demanding wide-ranging 
new security arrangements with the 
West. After Monday’s talks, a meeting 
of the NATO-Russia Council will take 
place in Brussels on Wednesday, then 
the permanent council of the Organi-

zation for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) will meet in Vienna 
on Thursday with Ukraine expected 
to dominate. US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken stressed Sunday that 
Russia had to choose between dia-
logue and confrontation, warning on 
CNN that there would be “massive 
consequences for Russia if it renews 
its aggression on Ukraine.”
“There’s a path of dialogue and diplo-
macy to try to resolve some of these dif-
ferences,” he said. The United States 
says many of Moscow’s proposals are 
non-starters. Blinken warned that any 
positive outcome from the talks would 
rely in part on Russia’s willingness to 
stand down from its aggressive posture, 
which he likened to “an atmosphere 
of escalation with a gun to Ukraine’s 
head”. “If we’re actually going to 
make progress, we’re going to have 
to see de-escalation,” US President 
Joe Biden’s top diplomat said.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan chairs meeting regarding PTI organizational setup. – DNA

Tarin assures SBP to remain 
under government's control

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Fi-
nance Shaukat Tarin assured on Mon-
day that after the passage of the State 
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) Amendment 
Bill 2021, the central bank will still 
remain under the government's con-
trol.The finance minister's comments 
came during a meeting of the Senate 
Standing Committee on Finance Reve-
nue and Economic Affairs, with Sena-
tor Talha Mehmood in the chair.
The finance minister said the govern-
ment will nominate the names for the 
SBP's board of directors. "The govern-
ment will also have the authority to 
appoint the members of the board [...] 

State Bank of Pakistan will not be in-
dependent." The National Assembly's 
Monday session will take kick off at 
4pm, but the SBP bill is not under con-
sideration as per the 48-point agenda 
issued by the National Assembly Sec-
retariat. Tarin is set to seek approval 
of the House for the controversial Fi-
nance (Supplementary) Bill, generally 
known as the "mini-budget", with the 
Opposition set to meet before the ses-
sion to block his move.
Meanwhile, speaking during the session, 
Tarin said if Senate is not considered 
part of Parliament, then why not shut 
it down."I am an elected Senator, you 
insulted me in a light tone," the finance 
minister said as he spoke to the commit-

tee's chairman, Senator Mahmood. The 
finance minister told the committee that 
there would be a slight increase in infla-
tion after the passage of the so-called 
mini-budget, as he talked about the bills 
which are a pre-requisite to resume the 
$6 billion External Fund Facility (EFF) 
of the International Monetary Fund (IM-
F)."Why shouldn't I impose taxes on cos-
metics and drinks [...] agricultural prod-
ucts should also be taxed," the finance 
minister, adding that the government 
expects Rs100 billion in income from in-
come taxes. Tarin said the government 
has delayed the talks with IMF and has 
given them a later date of January 28 or 
31, which was originally scheduled to 
take place on Jan 12.

PIA brings down 
employees’ ratio 

to 260: CEO
DNA

ISLAMABAD: PIA’s Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) Air Marshal Arshad 
Malik on Monday said the reforms 
process in Pakistan International 
Airlines would continue, as it signif-
icantly helped in bringing down the 
per aircraft employees ratio to 260, 
which was 550 in 2017.
He, in a press statement issued 
here, said that the world’s best air-
lines maintained their staff strength 
against per plane at 200-250. 
He expressed confidence that 
with the arrival of new aircraft 
in the Pakistan International Air-
lines (PIA) f leet in 2022; the per 
plane employees’ ratio would fur-
ther come down to 220. 
He said the Pakistan International 
Airlines management introduced a 
voluntary separation scheme and 
took disciplinary action against 
fake-degree holders that reduced the 
number of its employees. Around 
1,900 Pakistan International Air-
lines employees opted for voluntary 
separation, 837 faced termination 
due to fake degrees and 1,000 ghost 
employees were shown the door, be-
sides it initiated action against 1,100 
for violating rules and discipline and 
committing corruption.
“The Pakistan International Airlines 
will save around Rs8 billion annually 
with reduction of its staff strength,” 
the CEO said, adding that the key 
element of the reforms process was 
ensuring discipline. 

Last 7 years ‘warmest on record’ 
globally: European Union

PARIS: The last seven years have 
been the hottest on record globally 
“by a clear margin”, the European 
Union’s climate monitoring service 
reported Monday, as it raised the 
alarm over sharp increases in re-
cord concentrations of methane in 
the atmosphere.
Countries around the world have 
been blasted by a relentless assault 
of weather disasters linked to global 
warming in recent years, including 
record-shattering wildfires across 
Australia and Siberia, a once-in-

1000-years heatwave in North Amer-
ica and extreme rainfall that caused 
massive flooding in Asia, Africa, the 
US and Europe.
In its latest annual assessment, the 
Copernicus Climate Change Service 
(C3S) confirmed that 2021 had joined 
the unbroken warm streak since 2015. 
It found that last year was the fifth 
warmest on record globally, marginally 
warmer than 2015 and 2018. Accurate 
measurements go back to the mid-19th 
century.  The annual average temper-
ature was 1.1 to 1.2 degrees Celsius 

above pre-industrial levels, measured 
between 1850 and 1900, C3S said.
That was despite the cooling effect of 
the natural La Nina weather phenom-
enon. Overall, the monitoring service 
found the last seven years “have been 
the warmest years on record by a clear 
margin”.  “2021 was yet another year 
of extreme temperatures with the hot-
test summer in Europe, heatwaves in 
the Mediterranean, not to mention 
the unprecedented high temperatures 
in North America,” said C3S Director 
Carlo Buontempo. – Agencies


