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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan and government lawmakers attending  the 
National Assembly session. – DNA

As a responsible nuclear weapons State, 
Pakistan supports the objectives of global 

nuclear disarmament

Justice 
Umar Ata 
Bandial 
next CJP

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Supreme 

Court Justice 
Umar Ata 
Bandial will 
take oath as 
Pa k i s t a n ’ s 
28th chief 

justice on February 2, re-
placing incumbent CJP Jus-
tice Gulzar Ahmed, as the 
President formally appoint-
ed him for the post. The 
change will take place on 
the principle of seniority in 
which the puisne judge be-
comes the chief justice. The 
Ministry of Law and Justice 
secretary had sent the sum-
mary to President Arif Alvi 
to appoint Justice Bandial as 
the next CJP.  Justice Bandi-
al will continue as the chief 
justice till his retirement on 
September 18, 2023, and 
will hold the position for 
some 19 months. 

Journalists’ 
protection 
top priority

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Minister 

for Infor-
mation and 
Broadcasting 
C h a u d h r y 
Fawad Hus-
sain on 

Thursday said the govern-
ment fully believed in free-
dom of expression. In a con-
gratulatory message to the 
newly elected office bearers 
of Lahore Press Club, he 
said along with freedom 
of expression, there was a 
need to promote responsi-
ble journalism in the coun-
try. The protection of work-
ing journalists has been the 
top priority of the govern-
ment, said Chaudhry Fawad. 
PTI, he said, was committed 
to providing healthcare facil-
ities to journalists. The min-
ister said Sehat Insaf cards 
will be provided to the jour-
nalist community on priority 
basis. “We will continue to 
make every effort to solve 
the collective and individu-
al problems of journalists”, 
said Chaudhry Fawad.

Briefs

Opposition demands 
public opinion on 

mini-budget
Khayam abbasi

ISLAMABAD: The Opposition on Thursday demand-
ed the government to circulate the copy of Finance 
(Supplementary) Bill, 2021 for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion on it. PPPP lawmaker Shazia Mari moved an 
amendment by citing Rule 124 of the Rules of Proce-
dure and Conduct of Business in the National Assem-
bly, 2007 and demanded to circulate the bill related to 
the mini-budget. She said that the public should be giv-
en the right to decide about the bill and it should be cir-
culated for eliciting opinion. Another PPPP lawmaker 

Continued on Page 06

‘Mini-Budget’ 
passed amid 
Opp. ruckus

shujaat hamza

ISLAMABAD: The National Assembly on Thursday 
passed the supplementary finance bill — termed by the 
Opposition as a “mini-budget” — with a majority vote, 
giving effect to new tax measures in an ambitious bid to 
achieve a tax target of Rs5.8 trillion as per the require-
ment of the International Monetary Fund (IMF).
The approval of the supplementary finance bill was 
necessary to ensure Pakistan’s sixth review of the $6 
billion Extended Fund Facility (EFE) gets cleared by 
the IMF’s Executive Board which is scheduled to meet 
later this month to decide the disbursement of the $1-bil-
lion tranche. Days after Federal Minister for Finance 
Shaukat Tarin introduced two bills in the assembly to 
give effect to the Rs343 billion mini-budget and granted 
autonomy to the central bank, the NA approved the bills 
amid a ruckus created by the Opposition in an hours-long 

Continued on Page 06

Government decided to withdraw proposal to 
impose additional taxes on formula milk, bread, 
laptops etc.; says Opposition’s protest baseless

agencies

ALMATY: Russian troops were loading 
onto planes taking-off from Kazakhstan 
Thursday after President Vladimir Putin 
said their mission to quell protests that 
turned into unprecedented violence in 
the Central Asian country had ended.
The decision to dispatch troops was a 
first for the Moscow-led Collective Se-
curity Treaty Organisation (CSTO), an 
alliance of ex-Soviet states often tout-
ed by Russia as a NATO equivalent, 
following an urgent plea from Kazakh-
stan’s leadership. At a ceremony mark-
ing the end of the mission, soldiers 
lined up as anthems from each of the 
six member countries were played be-
fore official speeches.
“The peacekeeping operation is over,” 
said Russian General Andrei Serdyuk-
ov, commander of the contingent that 
included troops from Belarus, Armenia, 
Tajikistan and Kyrgyzstan.
Russian Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu 

told Putin the pullout would be complet-
ed by Wednesday next week, several days 
ahead of a January 22 deadline set by the 
alliance to complete the withdrawal.
“We must come home. We’ve completed 
our mission,” Putin told Shoigu during 
their meeting. The plea from Kazakh 
President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, dur-
ing the height of the unrest, for Moscow 
to intervene was a turning point of the 
protests. The move sparked concerns 
that Moscow would leverage the mission 
to shore up influence in Kazakhstan and 
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
earlier warned that “once Russians are 
in your house, it’s sometimes very diffi-
cult to get them to leave”.
During his first visit to Kazakhstan’s 
main city Almaty on Wednesday -- where 
life has been gradually returning to nor-
mal -- Tokayev praised the “psychological 
importance” of the CSTO mission.
The financial hub of 1.8 million people 
was devastated during clashes between 
security forces and government oppo-
nents that gave way to a spree of looting.

One strategic complex the troop contin-
gent was guarding was Almaty airport, 
which was reportedly seized by govern-
ment opponents last week.
The airport’s press service said that it 
was handling both domestic and interna-
tional flights again on Thursday.
Last week’s violence erupted on the 
back of rallies over a rise in fuel prices 
and against a background of deteriorat-
ing living standards and endemic cor-
ruption. Tokayev has framed the clashes 
as a coup attempt assisted by local and 
international terrorists and said that eco-
nomic damage from the violence “could 
total $2-3 billion”. Putin hinted that the 
violence was reminiscent of “colour rev-
olutions” instigated with foreign help 
and at least 12,000 people have been 
detained, police said, with at least three 
journalists reportedly under arrest.
AFP correspondents in Almaty earlier 
Thursday witnessed a funeral for a ser-
viceman killed during the clashes, which 
was attended by dozens of soldiers and 
featured sombre military music.

Russia-led troops begin pullback from Kazakhstan
“We must come home. We’ve completed our mission,” Putin told Shoigu during their meeting

Putin discusses 
situation with Kazakh, 

Uzbek presidents
 
MOSCOW: The Russian presi-
dent on Thursday discussed the 
situation in Kazakhstan and a 
gradual withdrawal of peace-
keepers with his Kazakh and 
Uzbek counterparts, the Kremlin 
said. In a phone call, Kazakhstan 
President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev briefed Vladimir Putin on the measures 
for restoration of order in Kazakhstan, and the effective actions of the Col-
lective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) peacekeeping force, a state-
ment said. “He (Tokayev) extended special gratitude for the help and support 
of the Russian Federation, Kazakhstan’s strategic partner and ally in the 
CSTO.” In another phone call, Putin and Uzbek leader Shavkat Mirziyoyev 
discussed stabilization in Kazakhstan and bilateral projects.
Both Putin and Mirziyoyev praised “resolute and consistent actions of the 
Kazakh leadership” as well as the “timely and effective assistance through 
the CSTO” that led to an early settlement of the crisis in Kazakhstan. – DNA

staff RepoRt

ISLAMABAD: “This understanding 
among the permanent members of the 
UN Security Council can pave the way 
for concrete measures for strategic sta-
bility at the global and regional levels,” 
the Foreign Office spokesperson said 
in a statement. He said as a responsi-
ble nuclear weapons state, Pakistan 
supported the objectives of global and 
non-discriminatory nuclear disarma-
ment and non-proliferation, in line with 
the stipulations of the First Special Ses-
sion on Disarmament of the UN General 
Assembly (SSOD-I) – with equal and un-
diminished security being the defining 
consideration.
The spokesperson said the P-5 

Continued on Page 06

Pakistan rejects 
Indian Army 

Chief’s claims
 

saifullah

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan categorically 
rejects the Indian Army Chief’s fal-
lacious comments made at a press 
conference, insinuating the pres-
ence of so-called “launch pads” and 
“training” camps across the Line of 
Control (LoC). There is nothing new 
about the Indian General’s unfound-
ed allegations, as these are a part of 
the malicious anti-Pakistan propa-
ganda being pedaled by the BJP-RSS 

Continued on Page 06

Taliban release first 
budget since takeover
The budget of 53.9 bn afghanis ($508 mn) 

approved will cover the first quarter of 2022
news DesK

KABUL: The Taliban said Thursday they 
have approved their first budget for Af-
ghanistan since the they returned to 
power in August, with no mention of for-
eign aid. International assistance repre-
sented 40 percent of Afghanistan’s GDP 
and made up 80 percent of its budget 
when the former US-backed government 
was in control. When it crumbled in 
August and the Taliban took command, 
Western powers froze billions of dollars 
in aid and assets in what the United Na-
tions described as an “unprecedented 
fiscal shock”.

Continued on Page 06

WFP warns 
of “tsunami 
of hunger’

BRUSSELS: Afghanistan is facing 
a “tsunami of hunger” because of 
a shortage of funds that’s needed 
to keep the supply of food intact as 
country teeters on the edge of eco-
nomic run with more than half of the 
population struggling to eat this win-
ter, a senior official with the United 
Nations World Food Program said on 

Continued on Page 06

HRW: West needs to ‘do 
better’ against autocrats

web DesK

BERLIN: Democratic leaders have failed 
in addressing serious global challenges, 
such as climate changeand the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, Human Rights Watch 
said in a report published Thursday.
HRW Executive Director Kenneth Roth 
said the leaders in Western democracies 
have often been too mired in partisan 
battles and short-term preoccupations” 
to deal with the problems effectively.
“If democracies are to prevail in the 
global contest with autocracy, their lead-
ers must do more than spotlight the au-
tocrats’ inevitable shortcomings,” Roth 
wrote in the report’s introductory essay.
“They need to make a stronger, positive 

case for democratic rule.” The pandemic 
also put the spotlight on the self-serving 
tendencies of autocrats, many of whom 
spent months downplaying the health 
crisis, Roth said.
“Autocrats claim to deliver better re-
sults than democrats, but they usual-
ly deliver mainly for themselves,” the 
HRW chief said. They have gone from 
subtly manipulating elections for the 
preservation of their power to overt 
electoral charades that guarantee 
their desired results, he wrote. “What 
is left after such blatant undermining 
of elections is no longer managed de-
mocracy but ‘zombie democracy’—the 
walking dead of democracy, a charade 
that has no pretense of a free and fair 
contest,” the rights activist added.

PM to attend 
Olympics 
opening 

ceremony 
afzal javeD

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran 
Khan will attend the opening ceremony 
of the Winter Olympics as he will visit 
China from February 3-5, Foreign Of-
fice confirmed Thursday. Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs Spokesperson Asim Ift-
ikhar Ahmed, addressing a weekly press 
briefing, said during the prime minister’s 
visit, officials of Islamabad and Beijing 
would discuss the China-Pakistan Eco-
nomic Corridor (CPEC), among other 
matters. The Pakistani prime minister’s 
presence will be of great significance as 
some major western countries have de-
cided on the diplomatic boycott of the 
mega event, set to begin on February 4.

US envoy 
calls on 

Army Chief
Angela Aggeler 

lauds role of armed 
forces

Dna
RAWALPINDI: The Chief of Army Staff 
(COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa on 
Thursday met with US Charge d’ Affairs 
to Pakistan Angela Aggeler at the Gen-
eral Head Quarters (GHQ) to discuss 
the current situation in Afghanistan, a 
statement by the Inter-Services Pub-
lic Relations (ISPR) said.  According to 
the military’s media wing, the meeting 
discussed “matters of mutual interest, 
regional security situation including Af-
ghanistan and bilateral cooperation in 
various fields”. Highlighting the issue of 
the humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan, 
the COAS reiterated the need for glob-
al convergence to address the evolving 
situation in the country. The visiting dig-
nitary appreciated Pakistan’s role and ef-
forts in the Afghan situation to maintain 
regional peace and stability.

Islamabad
State Banks’s Autonomy Approved

ISLAMABAD: PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and Asif 
Zardari attending National Assembly session. – DNA
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KARACHI: Chief of the Naval Staff 
Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan 
Niazi on Thursday emphasized 
upon multifarious traditional and 
non-traditional challenges being 
faced in maritime realm by Naval 
forces throughout the globe.
Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral 
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi 
graced the occasion as Chief Guest, 
at the Pakistan Navy Operational 
Commands Seminar held at Bahria 
Auditorium Karachi, said a Pakistan 
Navy media release.
Addressing the seminar, the Admi-
ral urged to strengthen inter-agen-
cies cooperation at national lev-
el and enhance collaboration at 
regional as well as global level to 
suitably counter and quell transna-
tional threats in maritime domain.
The Chief Guest while appreciating 
quality of the papers commended 

panel members for presenting well 
researched papers and organizers for 
conducting the seminar in a profes-
sional manner. Pakistan Navy Opera-

tional Commands Seminar is prom-
inent event held annually under the 
auspices of Operational Commands 
i.e Fleet and Coastal Command 

during which selected panels of 
officers from relevant Commands 
present papers on contemporary 
naval professional issues. – APP

Naval Chief emphasizes challenges 
faced by Naval Forces globally

Briefs
PSW system 
to facilitate 

business 
community

FAISALABAD: The Paki-
stan Single Window (PSW) 
is a new, innovative and 
globally reliable cross bor-
der trade system to facili-
tate the business commu-
nity in addition to fulfilling 
all regulatory requirements. 
This was said by Madam 
Lareeb Ghaffar, Domain Of-
ficer PSW Company, while 
addressing an awareness 
session in the office of Paki-
stan Hosiery Manufacturers 
& Exporters Association 
(PHMA) North Zone.
She said the PSW would 
facilitate importers and ex-
porters with a single entry of 
document to fulfill the entire 
regulatory requirements of 
the import, export and tran-
sit trade. She said that under 
the World Trade Organization 
(WTO) it was imperative as it 
would minimize the physical 
interference of individuals 
and streamline the process-
ing of cases.
She said that at least 12 
banks had so far been 
linked with this system 
while many more were in 
the linking process. “After 
the entire system was in-
tegrated, the industrialists 
will have no need to submit 
any form for imports or ex-
ports”, she said and added 
that all documents would 
be uploaded on a single link 
which would not only save 
time but also curtail unnec-
essary expenditures. In his 
address of welcome, Kashif 
Zia, Chairman PHMA ,in-
troduced his organization 
and said that it was one of 
the biggest organizations of 
the exporters of knitted gar-
ments. – APP

PTCL, SCO 
to explore 

collaborative 
opportunities 
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Telecommunication Com-
pany Limited (PTCL) has 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with 
Special Communication 
Organization (SCO) to ex-
plore potential collaborative 
opportunities for growth 
of telecom services across 
Pakistan, with special focus 
on AJK and GB. The signing 
ceremony was attended by 
Hatem Bamatraf, President 
and GCEO, PTCL & Ufone 
and Major Gen Muhammad 
Shahid Siddeeq, DG SCO, 
along with senior officials 
from both organizations, 
said a news release issued 
here on Thursday.
The MoU will facilitate mul-
ti-level cooperation between 
the leading telecom players 
to foster resource efficiency 
and growth of telecom ser-
vices nationwide, especially 
in the remote mountainous 
regions of AJK and GB. 
The arrangement will fa-
cilitate passive network 
sharing and SCO’s backhaul 
support for the launch of 
PTCL’s Fixed Wireless Ac-
cess (FWA) service in AJK 
and GB through its 3500 
MHz spectrum.– APP

ISLAMABAD: Employees of Monal holding a protest demonstration in Islamabad to protest closure of Monal Restaurant. Hundreds of employees 
have been affected by the closure. General public too has demanded opening of the Monal Restaurant. – DNA

FPCCI chief 
condoles 

over Murree 
tragedy

FAISALABAD:  Atif Mu-
nir Sheikh, President 
Faisalabad Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry 
(FCCI) has expressed 
grave concern over the 
loss of precious lives in 
Murree blizzard and de-
manded enhanced, effi-
cient and foolproof meas-
ures for the safety and 
security of the tourists to 
avoid recurrences of such 
tragic incidents in future. 
He said that Pakistan is 
being promoted as the 
best tourist destination 
while local communities 
are also encouraged to 
visit and explore the sce-
nic beauties of its snow-
capped hilly terrains. He 
further said that snow 
falling is an unusual event 
particularly for the people 
belonging to the plains 
of Punjab and deserts of 
Sindh. According to the 
forecast of the meteoro-
logical department, most 
of the families decided to 
enjoy the unique natural 
phenomenon of snowfall 
but they were unaware 
of the hazard of the snow 
storm which was coupled 
with limited shelter and 
residential facilities. He 
paid best tribute to the 
Pak Army who responded 
quickly and saved stuck 
up families in an organ-
ized and planned manner. 
They also cleared all main 
road arteries within the 
shortest possible time. 
He said that the Punjab 
Government has also de-
cided to declare Murree 
as a full-fledged district 
which will help in instant 
decision making and avoid 
delay in the rescue opera-
tion in case of such natural 
calamities. 

TALAGANG: Program Coordinator, Turkish Cooperation and Coordination 
Agency, Muhsin Balci visited Baitussalam Welfare Trust in Talagang. 
During his visit, students of the institute showed the performance on 
robots at Blatu Hub Technology Lab which was established by TiKA in 

2018.  Hazrat Maulana Abdus Sattar, owner of Baitussalam Welfare Trust 
and TiKA Islamabad Coordinator, Muhsin Balci discussed the various 

possible collaboration areas in the field of education. – DNA

12 more test 
positive for 

COVID-19 in 
Faisalabad

FAISALABAD: Twelve people 
tested positive for COVID-19 
in the district during the last 
24 hours. 
According to the Health De-
partment spokesperson, 751 
coronavirus tests were con-
ducted in public and private 
sector labs during the same 
period. He said that total ac-
tive cases in Faisalabad were 
85 while 25,985 patients had 
so far recovered from the dis-
ease.  He said that 200 beds 
were allocated at the Allied 
Hospital, 52 at the DHQ Hos-
pital and 150 at Government 
General Hospital Ghulam 
Muhammad Abad for COV-
ID-19 patients. At present, 
16 patients were under treat-
ment at the Allied Hospital, 
6 at DHQ Hospital and 2 at 
General Hospital. – APP

Robber 
held during 

robbery
FAISALABAD: The police 
on Thursday claimed to 
have arrested a robber dur-
ing a robbery  in the limits 
of Sargodha Road police. 
A police spokesman said the 
dacoits were looting people 
near Green Town at gun-
point.  On information, the 
police reached the spot and 
the accused opened indis-
criminate fire  at them. 
During an encounter, the 
police arrested an injured 
outlaw while his accomplice  
managed to escape. – APP

Jhelum Dist 
Bar elects 

office bearers

KamRan gujjaR

JHELUM: Elections of 
the District Bar Associa-
tion Jhelum completed, 
Chaudhry Abdul Latif was 
elected President of District 
Bar Association Jhelum. 
Former MPA Chaudhry Lal 
Hussain and other leaders 
of the PML-N, congratu-
lated him on his victory. 
While Malik Imtiaz Vice 
President, Syed Jarar Haid-
er General Secretary, Raja 
Taqir Joint Secretary, Madi-
ha Saeed Library Secretary 
and Asadullah Javed elected 
as Finance Secretary. 

Monal employees, their families 
demand reopening of restaurant

Dna

ISLAMABAD: Monal restaurant administration and 
workers have staged a protest demonstration against the 
Capital Development Authority after the restaurant was 
sealed on court orders. The protesters on Thursday also 
staged a sit-in which they said would continue until the 

CDA revisits its decision to seal the restaurant.
The protesters said that they have become unemployed 
due to the closure of the restaurant and they would con-
tinue to protest peacefully to demand their rights.
The protesters demanded immediate reopening of 
Monal and the management is ready to fulfill all the re-
quirements to satisfy the authorities and remove all the 
objectionable points so that the workers, vendors and 

suppliers can be saved from unemployment, economic 
suffocation and damage of their business. 
Monal is the most iconic place of Pakistan especial-
ly Islamabad, which was built by CDA in 2006 under 
the provision of MHNP ordinance clause 21-3 is being 
closed. The management further said “We must save 
this spot as it is a great source of tourism for Islama-
bad and employs 700 people”.

Monal is the most iconic place of Pakistan especially Islamabad, which was built by CDA in 2006 
under the provision of MHNP ordinance clause 21-3 is being closed. The management further 

said “We must save this spot as it is a great source of tourism and employs 700 people”

FCCI to co-op with IBPC 
for enhancing exports

ishfaq mughal

FAISALABAD: Efforts of expatriates to 
promote and project the soft image of Pa-
kistan at the global level are highly com-
mendable and the Faisalabad Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry (FCCI) will foster 
cooperate with them to give a quantum 
jump to the national exports.
This was said by Imran Mahmood Sheikh, 
Senior Vice President FCCI, while talking 
to a eight-member delegation of the Inter-
national Business and Professional Corpo-
ration (IBPC) here on Thursday.
He welcomed efforts of the IBPC to facili-
tate the SME sector by offering various fa-
cilities to them in London and also appreci-
ated the proposed single country exhibition 
during the next few months.
He said it would certainly help small ex-
porters to sneak into the UK and other EU 
markets with the cooperation and support 
of the IBPC. Imran Sheikh said the FCCI 

was also planning a trade delegation for the 
UK in April and requested the chairman of 
the IBPC to help its members to have pro-
ductive meetings with UK importers.
He said the FCCI was very conscious 
about the selection of the exporters for 
trade delegations but they must get visas 
on priority basis. He requested the IBPC 
to inform the FCCI at least four months 
before holding the proposed single coun-
try exhibition so that comprehensive ar-
rangements could be made to participate 
in it. Founding Chairman IBPC Chaudhry 
Rizwan Suhlaria introduced the IBPC and 
said that it was an apolitical organization 
of expatriates settled in the UK. 
“Its ultimate objective is to improve the 
overall image of Pakistan in the global 
community”, he said and added that its 
main office was in London. He said the 
IBPC could also help the business com-
munity of Pakistan to register their com-
panies in the UK in addition to availing 
other related facilities. 
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ITP organizes 
road safety 
workshop

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Traffic Police (ITP) arranged 
two-day road safety workshop 
at Competition Commission, 
Ministry of Finance here 
Thursday to acquaint the staff 
with traffic laws. The ITP has 
been arranging lectures at 
various educational and gov-
ernment institutions, aiming 
to inculcate traffic sense 
among the people. The ITP 
Education Team delivered 
lecture on Road Safety Tips. 
Director General Admin and 
Finance from Ministry of 
Finance Shehzad Hussain, 
Director HR Maria Us-
man, Deputy Director HR 
Zareen Rashid were also 
present on the occasion. 
At the concluding ceremo-
ny, SSP (Traffic) Rai Mazhar 
Iqbal said the aim of holding 
such programs was to ac-
quaint the people with traf-
fic laws while inculcating 
better traffic sense among 
them. The SSP (Traffic) 
said that ITP was doing its 
utmost effort to maintain 
traffic discipline in the city 
while conducting inspection 
through radars, to control 
over-speeding practices.
In this regard he said, the ITP 
has arranged several work-
shops and programs in vari-
ous educational and govern-
ment institutions and would 
continue to deliver lectures 
there in future as well. This 
exercise would prove help-
ful in providing disciplined 
traffic system to the mass-
es, he added. – APP

ANF recovers 
over 31kg 
drugs; two 

arrests
RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) on Thurs-
day conducted an operation 
near Islamabad Motorway 
Toll Plaza and seized over 31 
kg drugs and arrested two 
accused including a woman. 
According to an ANF spokes-
man, ANF Rawalpindi and 
ANF Intelligence conducted 
a joint operation and recov-
ered 21.6 kg opium and 9.6 
kg hashish from a Toyota 
Corolla car which was in-
tercepted near Islamabad 
Motorway Toll Plaza. ANF 
arrested Amir Ali resident 
of Hafizabad and a woman 
identified as Gulshan Ko-
sar. Both the accused were 
shifted to ANF police sta-
tion while further investi-
gation is underway. – APP

Cold, dry 
weather likely 
in most parts 

of country
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Me-
teorological Department 
(PMD) Thursday forecast 
cold and dry weather for most 
parts of the country during 
next 24 hours. Very cold or 
partly cloudy is expected in 
upper areas of the country. 
According to the synoptic 
situation, continental air was 
prevailing over most parts of 
the country. Dense fog is like-
ly to prevail in upper Sindh, 
plain areas of Punjab and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Dur-
ing the last 24 hours, cold and 
dry weather prevailed over 
most parts of the country, 
while very cold in hilly areas.
The lowest minimum tem-
peratures recorded during 
the last 24 hours were Leh 
-16 C, Astore -12, Gupis 
-10, Ziarat -09, Skardu 
-07, Pulwama, Shopian, 
Baramulla -06, Hunza -05, 
Bagrote -04, Malam Jabba, 
Quetta, Srinagar, Anant-
nag, Drosh -03, Mir Khani, 
Parachinar -02, Rawalakot 
and Murree -01 C. – APP

Women held 
involved in 

drug supplying
ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Golra police has booked six 
female drug peddlers and 
seized narcotics from their 
possession, said a police 
spokesman on Thursday. 
He said the department in-
tensified operation against 
the drug mafia especially 
in slum areas in the federal 
capital, following directions 
of IGP Muhammad Ahsan 
Younas. A special campaign 
underway to make Islam-
abad “drug-free” city and 
strict action was being en-
sured against those involved 
in drug pushing activities or 
using drugs. “We are com-
mitted to eliminate the drug 
menace from the city and 
no one would be allowed to 
ruin the future of our young 
generation” he quoted IGP 
as saying. – APP

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan National 
Council of the Arts present a one-
day oil painting workshop and a 
solo art exhibition titled “Time-
less Relics” by Perveen Khan, a 
very senior master artist of Paki-
stan. The show was inaugurated 
by .Ayoub jamali director PNCA. 
The Oil painting workshop was a 

huge success as more than 30 in-
dividuals of different age groups 
participated to learn techniques of 
knife painting from the legendary 
artist, Perveen Khan. Each partic-
ipant received a certificate of par-
ticipation from PNCA. 
This beautiful exhibition which 
is an amalgamation of timeless 
imagery creatively portrayed on 
canvas. This show was particu-
larly very important because 

Perveen Khan presented her 
works for the very first time at 
the PNCA. Perveen Khan did her 
BFA from Sir JJs school of Arts 
and was born in Bombay. 
Whilst, still a student she devel-
oped a liking for a palette knife 
as she was greatly influenced 
by the impressionists and their 
style of painting.  She migrated 
to Pakistan in 1964, after getting 
married. She entered an arts com-

petition in which her painting won 
the first prize, the second went to 
Khalid Lateef and the third went 
to Ghulam Rasool the famous 
painter who passed away a few 
years ago.For years, she attend-
ed the weekly classes at the old 
Alhamra, on Mall Road. There, 
she was taught by Colin David, Na-
seem Kazi and Khalid Iqbal. 
Her first solo exhibition held 
in Lahore in 1968 and her sec-

ond in Karachi in 1970 and her 
journey from there has been un-
stoppable. PNCA is dedicated to 
promote Pakistani Art on Local 
and National scale.  
The council is also committed to 
promote significant aspects of the 
country and encourages commu-
nity participation in gallery activ-
ities, and sustainable local arts 
industry. The Exhibition will be 
on display till 16th January,2022.

“Timeless Relics” goes on display at NAG   
This beautiful exhibition which is an amalgamation of timeless imagery creatively portrayed on canvas. 

This show was particularly very important because Perveen Khan presented her works for the very 
first time at the PNCA. Perveen Khan did her BFA from Sir JJs school of Arts and was born in Bombay
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SERVICES

Namaz Timings

Emergency

Hotels & 
Restaurants

Airlines

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Islamabad 
Metropolitan

Wasa Water Tank

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad...............9222596
Rawalpindi.........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info.................114
PIA Cargo...............9280979
Railway Inquiry...............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA........................9281092

CMH.......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

CDA...................9221334-43
CDA...................9208301-04
Met Office...........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA.......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town.............5773343

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125

Water Tanker Service
E-7, F-10 & F-11......9204654
G-5, G-6, G-7, G-8....9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12, 
H-8.........................9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Complaints

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott..........051- 2826121
Monal.............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines......8494949

Fajr....................... 05:45 am
Zohr.....................  12:16 pm
Asr.......................  03:42 pm
Maghrib............... 05:20 pm
Isha...................... 06:48 pm

President for enhanced trade 
with South Korea and Algeria
The President made these remarks while talking to the Ambassador-designate of 

Pakistan to Republic of Korea, Mr Nabeel Munir, who called on him, at Aiwan-e-Sadr

Mahnoor ansar

ISLAMABAD: President Dr 
Arif Alvi has said that Paki-
stan highly values its rela-
tionship with the Republic 
of Korea and wants to fur-
ther enhance collaborations 
for promoting political, eco-
nomic, people-to-people, 
and cultural relations. He 
emphasized the need for 
proactive measures to in-
crease the quantum of trade 
between the two countries. 

The President made these 
remarks while talking to 
the Ambassador-designate 
of Pakistan to the Republic 
of Korea, Mr Nabeel Mu-
nir, who called on him, at 
Aiwan-e-Sadr. 
Talking to the Ambassa-
dor-designate, the Presi-
dent highlighted that Paki-
stan was a key investment 
destination for foreign 
investors in view of its 
investor-friendly policies 
and improved business en-
vironment. He asked the 

Ambassador to urge Ko-
rean investors to invest in 
different sectors of the Pa-
kistani economy, particu-
larly in the Special Eco-
nomic Zones and CPEC 
projects. He said that both 
countries had great scope 
for promoting religious 
tourism as Pakistan pos-
sessed a number of histor-
ic Buddhist religious sites 
and religious tourists from 
Korea needed to be en-
couraged to visit Pakistan.  
The President appreci-

ated the assistance and 
cooperation extended by 
the EXIM Bank of South 
Korea for initiating work 
on the construction and 
establishment of the Infor-
mation Technology Park, 
at the cost of USD 88.80 
million, in Islamabad. 
He welcomed the recent 
launch of the Samsung 
Mobile Phones Manufac-
turing Unit in Pakistan, 
being established in Ka-
rachi. The President also 
underscored the need to 

encourage the exchanges 
of Parliamentary Friend-
ship Groups of the two 
countries to further boost 
bilateral cooperation. 
Later, the Ambassa-
dor-designate of Pakistan 
to Algeria, Dr Muhammad 
Tariq, also called on the 
President. The President 
said that Pakistan and 
Algeria enjoyed cordial 
relations based on a com-
mon religion and cultural 
values. The President 
stated that Pakistan had 

a vibrant IT sector and 
underscored the need for 
increasing collaboration 
between the two coun-
tries in the field of IT. 
He asked the ambassador to 
work for further promoting 
bilateral relations by arrang-
ing the exchange of Parlia-
mentary and Chamber of 
Commerce delegations 
between the two countries. 
He also proposed to set up 
a Joint Business Council to 
improve bilateral trade be-
tween Pakistan and Algeria.

22 suspects held 
during search 

operation
IG Islamabad M Ahsan Younas 

said that the purpose of the 
search operation was to tighten 
the noose around the criminals

ISLAMABAD: As many as 22 suspects were taken into custo-
dy by the capital police during a massive search and comping 
operation conducted in limits of police station Noon, said a 
police spokesman on Thursday. According to details, a search 
operation was conducted in and around Jhangi Syedan on the 
direction of IG Islamabad Muhammad Ahsan Younas, in which 
more than 90 officials participated under the supervision of 
SP Industrial Area Saud Khan.  During the search operation 
22 suspects were shifted to police station for verification while 
cache of weapons were also recovered. Two drug peddlers 
were also arrested during the search operation from which 
2410 grams hashish was recovered.Cases were registered 
against the drug peddlers and carrying illegal weapons. Dur-
ing the search operation, 200 houses and 200 persons were 
searched. IG Islamabad Muhammad Ahsan Younas said that 
the purpose of the search operation was to tighten the noose 
around the criminals. Search operations are being carried out 
against criminal elements in different areas of the city. – DNA

ISLAMABAD: Visitors taking interest in pictures during an exhibition at PNCA. – DNA

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister of National Food Se-
curity and Research Syed 
Fakhar Imam on Thursday 
urged the need to trans-
form agriculture sector into 
vibrant and resilient scale 
to withstand the impacts of 
climate change and protect 
the liveli. Addressing the 
seventh D-8 Agricultural 
Ministerial Meeting on “Ag-
riculture and Food Security: 
Promoting Climate Smart 
Agriculture, Imam said 
that agro-industries and its 
contributions to the global 
greenhouse gas emissions 
were at the minimum pos-
sible levels.
The meeting was also at-
tended by ministers of ag-

riculture, Live stocks, rural 
development and heads of 
delegation of the People’s 
Republic of Bangladesh, 
Arab Republic of Egypt, Re-
public of Indonesia, Islamic 
Republic of Iran, Malaysia, 
Federal Republic of Nigeria 
and the Republic of Turkey. 
Fakhar Imam said that this 
conference has provided 
a platform, where we can 
make commitment to erad-
icate poverty, end hunger, 
combat climate change, and 
address the challenge of re-
ducing food loss and waste.
Fakhar said climate change 
has become the most signif-
icant challenge to achieve 
sustainable development 
goals and it threatens to 
drag millions of people into 
never-ending poverty food 
insecurity. Agriculture is 

the foundation of food secu-
rity in the developing world, 
he said adding that it will 
not only provide essential 
food for human consump-
tion and feed for livestock 
but also provide raw mate-
rials for industry and val-
ue-added products for both 
domestic consumption and 
international markets.
He said that food food Secu-
rity ministry through Paki-
stan Agricultural Research 
Council has done some 
pioneer work regarding re-
search and development of 
Climate Smart Agriculture 
and urge that PARC along 
with suitable organizations 
from other countries should 
be made part of this initia-
tive right from the planning 
stage. The minister said 
that due to the excellent ag-

ricultural policies of the gov-
ernment; despite COVID 
pandemic, the production 
of wheat, rice, maize, sug-
arcane, potato, onion and 
groundnut has increased to 
a record level.
This year has been remarka-
ble for agriculture sector of 
Pakistan, and our economy 
got a boost with the record 
agricultural production, in-
dicating a lesser reliance 
on food imports in 2021-
22. Additionally, due to our 
favorable policies and in-
terventions, the exports of 
agro-commodities have also 
increased significantly, in-
cluding mango by 28.6%, cit-
rus 31.25% and potatoes 28%. 
Fakhar said that he was very 
pleased to know that the D-8 
Secretariat has taken this ini-
tiative at the right time. 

Imam for transforming agri-
sector into vibrant, resilient

Sale, production of cars up by over 71% 
ISLAMABAD: The sale and produc-
tion of cars witnessed an increase of 
71.22 and 72.85 percent respectively 
during the first half of current finan-
cial year 2021-22 as compared to cor-
responding period of last year.
During the July-December 2021-22, as 
many as 114,765 cars were sold against 
the sale of 67,026 units while the pro-
duction of cars increased from 62,041 
units to 107,242 units, showing growth 
of 71.22 and 72.85 percent respective-
ly, according to Pakistan Automobile 
Manufacturing Association (PAMA).
Among cars, the sale of Honda cars in-
creased by 47.34 percent from 11,958 
units during last year to 17,620 units 
during current year while Toyota Co-

rolla cars sale also grew by 88.71 per-
cent from 8,427 units to 15,903 units.
The sale of Suzuki Swift went down 
from 998 units to 497 units, showing 
decreased of 50.20 percent whereas 
the sale of Suzuki Bolan increased to 
6,241 units from 3,582 units. The sale 
of Toyota Yaris went up from 12,845 
units to 13,223 units, witnessing an in-
crease of 2.94 percent while the sale of 
Suzuki Cultus also increase to 14,516 
units from 7,517 during last year.
Meanwhile, the sale of Suzuki Wagon-R 
also rose to 11,629 units from 5,478 
units whereas the sale of Suzuki Alto 
witnessed Sharp increase of 99.66 per-
cent from 16,221 units against 32,388 
units. On the other hand, the produc-

tion of Honda cars went up by 49.49 
percent from 11,697 units to 17,487 
units during the months under review 
whereas the production of Toyota Co-
rolla cars also increased by 86.20 per-
cent from 8,440 units to 15,716 units.
The production of Suzuki Swift how-
ever decreased from 712 units to 385 
units, showing decline of 45.92 per-
cent whereas the production of Toyota 
Yaris also dipped from 12,754 units to 
12,335 units, it added. The production 
of Suzuki Cultus increased to 12,895 
units during the months under review 
from 7,582 units while the production 
of Suzuki Wagon-R also increased to 
10,418 units this year from 4,455 units 
during last year, it added. – DNA

PILDAT releases 
details of 39th and 

316th Senate session
DNA

ISLAMABAD: The 15th Na-
tional Assembly of Pakistan 
held 6 sittings during 39th 
session held from December 
22-31, 2021. These sittings 
were held on December 22, 
December 24, December 
27, December 29, December 
30, December 31. During the 
39th session, the National As-
sembly met for only 3 hours 
and 58 minutes with an aver-
age time of 39 minutes per 
sitting. The longest sitting 
lasted for 1 hour and 3 min-
utes held on December 30, 
2021 while the shortest sit-
ting was held only for 12 min-
utes on December 31, 2021.
All 6 sittings were held with 
an average delay of 43 min-
utes per sitting. Average 
81.02% agenda items were 
left over during 39th ses-
sion of the National Assem-
bly. The maximum agenda 
items, i.e., 96.97% were left 
over on December 24, 2021 
while the minimum agen-
da items left over (27.78%) 
were on December 30.
During the 39th session of 
the National Assembly, 2 
Government bills were in-
troduced while no Private 
Member’s Bill was intro-

duced. No bill was passed 
during this session and 
only one bill was referred 
to the committee. No new 
ordinance was laid in the 
National Assembly and 8 
Ordinances were extended 
during the session.
Out of 6 sittings held during 
39th session, quorum was 
pointed out 4 times in 4 sit-
tings (66.67%). During the 
whole session, 3 or 50% sit-
tings were adjourned due to 
quorum pointed out. Both 
Prime Minister and Leader 
of the Opposition did not at-
tend any sitting during the 
39th session. As far as the 
attendance of MNAs is con-
cerned, average attendance 
of MNAs during the session 
was 63.16% (216 MNAs 
present per sitting).
Mr. Asad Mahmood, MNA, 
(NA-37 Tank, KP, MMAP) 
was the most vocal MNA 
during 39th session of the 
National Assembly. He 
spoke for a total of 15 min-
utes and 20 seconds. He 
was followed by Raja Pervaiz 
Ashraf, MNA (NA-58 Rawal-
pindi-II, Punjab, PPPP) 
who spoke for almost 13 
minutes. The Senate of Pa-
kistan held 4 sittings during 
316th session held from De-
cember 22-29, 2021. 



PAC examines 
MoST departments’ 

audit report
The chairman said PCSIR should be 
made self-sustainable department 
by strengthening its capacity. The 
committee settled maximum audit 

paras of PCSIR and PSQCA
ISLAMABAD: Public Accounts Committee (PAC) on Thurs-
day examined audit report of the attached departments of 
ministry of Science and Technology (MoST) for the year of 
2019-20. The meeting was held at Parliament House with 
Member National Assembly RanaTanveerHussain, in chair.  
Members of the committee Senator MushahidHussain Syed, 
Member National Assembly (MNA) Syed NaveedQamar, 
MNA SardarAyazSadiq,  MNA Syed Hussain Tariq, MNA 
RiazFatyana,  MNA Noor Alam Khan and MNA Malik Mu-
hammad AamirDogar attended the meeting. MNA Munaza 
Hassan and Senator Sherry Rehman also joined via Zoom.  
The committee was briefed on the appropriation of ac-
counts (Civil) Vol-1 (2018-19) relating to ministry of Science 
and Technology.  Chairman of the committee said the min-
istry of Science and Technology should play a leading role 
and enhance its capacity.  The committee directed Pakistan 
Standards and Quality Control Authority (PSQCA) to take 
action against sale of  sub-standard food items particularly 
oil and ghee. The committee directed Pakistan Council of 
Scientific and Industrial Research to fully utilize resourc-
es for the development and promotion of Industrial sector.  
The chairman said Pakistan Council of Scientific and Indus-
trial Research (PCSIR) should be made self-sustainable de-
partment by strengthening its capacity. – DNA

PPPP, PML-N introduced 
majority IMF programs  

in Pakistan’s history
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Advisor to Prime Minister 
on Parliamentary Affairs Dr. Babar Awan on 
Thursday said the previous governments of 
PPPP and PML-N introduced 13 out of 22 
programs of International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) in the history of Pakistan.   Talking to 
media along with spokesperson of Ministry of 
Finance MuzammilAslam, he said that those 
criticizing the mini-budget and deal with IMF 
should review their own performance in past 
as they approached IMF for 13 out of 22 
times in the history of the country. 
He said that national economy was weak-
ened in past due to personal interests of the 
former rulers who strengthened their ‘per-
sonal economy’ and damaged the country. 
The Adviser said that economic team of 
Prime Minister Imran Khan deserved ap-
preciation over successful negotiations with 
IMF by keeping national and public interests 
on priority. He said it was proposed to in-
crease electricity rate at the cost of Rs. 5 
per unit but team successfully handled the 
matter by bringing these rates down to Re 
1 and 40 paisas. Likewise, he said that tax 
ratio was also reduced and it was imposed 
on luxurious items.  The Adviser said that 
PPPP in their last tenure made a deal of 10 

billion dollars with IMF of which around 

eight billion dollars were received. 
All demands of IMF were accepted by PPPP 
which was criticizing now PTI government 
over the same demands it accepted. 
Dr. Babar Awan said government would 
bring back self-exiled former prime minis-
ter Nawaz Sharif to the country as he would 
never return himself. He said that opposi-
tion was scaring due to the determination of 
the government to bring back Nawaz Sharif. 
“All means to live abroad have been blocked 
while routes are open for Nawaz Sharif to go 
to prison in Pakistan,” he added.
He said a drama was made in past over the 
health issue of Nawaz Sharif who was never 
treated or admitted to hospital in abroad after 
his departure from Pakistan. The Adviser also 
criticized the opposition leader in National As-
sembly Mian Muhammad ShahbazSharif  and 
said that he used to pretend backache during 
imprisonment but make illogical speeches in 
the National Assembly for hours.  He said that 
opposition would get nothing through protests 
as incumbent government led by Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan would complete five years.  The 
opposition, he said, announced long march for 
seven times but it could not get support from 
the public.   The Adviser said that a legislative 
proposal – the Islamabad Capital Territory Lo-
cal Government Ordinance 2021 – would be 
laid in the National Assembly which was aimed 
to transfer power at grassroots level. 
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ISLAMABAD: The National Academy of 
Higher Education (NAHE) of the Higher 
Education Commission (HEC), held a two-
day training programme for English lan-
guage teachers of different universities and 
affiliated colleges across the country.
The training is a part of an ongoing nine-
month certificate course funded by Re-
gional English Language Office (RELO) 
at the US Embassy, Islamabad in collab-
oration with University of Oregon. Twen-
ty four teachers took part in the course. 
They have completed the first two phases 
of the programme online.
The objective of this programme is to 
train the participants on the newly de-
signed English expository writing courses 
as part of the Undergraduate Education 

Policy 2020. Under the programme, the 
courses have been developed by a group 
of experts from Pakistani and US univer-
sities under a collaborative project by 

HEC, RELO Pakistan and Pak TESOL.
In her opening remarks, Rector NAHE 
Dr. ShaheenSardar Ali underlined the 
role of university faculty in preparing the 

future generation of the nation. Dr. Kelli 
Odhuu, the head of RELO, highlighted the 
significance of professional development 
and briefed the participants on various 
opportunities created by RELO for the 
English language teachers community of 
the country.
Former Vice Chancellor Fatima Jinnah 
Women University Dr. Samina Amin Qadir 
shed light on the history of English lan-
guage teaching reforms initiated by HEC 
since 2004-5. She also guided the partici-
pants on various aspects of research super-
vision in the English language.
Programme Specialist Academics, PERU, 
Dr. ZulfiqarGilani shared with the partici-
pants the philosophy and approaches of the 
revamping project. Sharing their views, the 
participants appreciated the efforts of HEC, 
RELO and Pak TESOL for the improvement 
of English language teaching in the country.

HEC holds training of English language teachers
The objective of this programme is to train the participants on the newly designed English 

expository writing courses as part of the Undergraduate Education Policy 2020

Briefs
Traffic mess 

on roads 
irks citizens

RAWALPINDI: Heavy traffic 
jam on roads especially dur-
ing peak hours is creating 
problems for the citizen and 
the authorities concerned 
of City Traffic Police have 
been urged to take solid 
steps to ensure smooth flow 
of traffic to provide relief to 
the motorists. The citizens 
said that they face inconven-
ience when they reach late 
at their destinations, as traf-
fic is not regulated properly 
by the traffic wardens on 
different routes.
Talking about traffic jam in 
the city, people belonging 
to different walks of life 
said, the Benazir Bhutto 
Road, Raja Bazaar Road, 
Bank Road, BaniChowk, 
Saidpur Road, Pirwadhai 
Road, TenchBhatta and 22 
Number Chungi are main 
arteries of the city but due 
to traffic jam citizens are 
suffering a lot.  The traffic 
wardens did not perform 
their duties properly in sev-
eral chowks, said a motorist.
The citizens urged the au-
thorities concerned that 
strict checking of traffic 
rules violations should be 
ordered. The commuters 
face traffic problems on the 
congested Murree Road, es-
pecially from MareerChowk 
to ChandniChowk, Bani 
road, TenchBhatta and Pin-
dora road due to heavy traf-
fic load, traffic mismanage-
ment and rules violations.
A motorist while underlin-
ing the need for collective 
efforts to resolve the traffic 
issues said strict adherence 
to the traffic rules could re-
solve the problem. – APP

Finance bill 
aimed at 

documenting 
economy

ISLAMABAD: Spokesper-
son to Minister of Finance, 
MuzammilAslam Thursday 
said that supplementary 
finance bill was aimed at 
documenting the national 
economy, capturing the tax 
value chain and enhanc-
ing taxpayers penetration 
through simplification of 
revenue system for broad-
ening of the tax base.
Addressing a press confer-
ence along with Adviser to 
Prime Minister on Parlia-
mentary Affairs Dr Babar 
Awan, Muzammil said that 
other objective of the reform 
measures were to discourage 
the rent-seeking culture, tax-
ing the rich and transferring 
it to improve the living stand-
ards of under-privileged seg-
ments of the society.
He termed the reform 
measures introduced in the 
money bill as historic, which 
would have not any negative 
impact on common people 
in the country, adding that 
it would help in documen-
tation of economy and over-
come the tax evasion. He 
said that the country was 
witnessing Rs1,800 billion 
sales annually, out of which 
only Rs250 to Rs300 were 
registered with the reve-
nue collecting authorities 
whereas the remaining were 
still undocumented. -– APP

Rawalpindi’s 
corona 

positivity rate 
increases

RAWALPINDI: As many 
as 109 more were tested 
positive of deadly corona-
virus, raising the tally of 
confirmed cases to 39,917 
in the district, while the 
positivity rate was recorded 
at 6.02 per cent during the 
last 24 hours in the district. 
As per the latest data re-
leased by the District Health 
Authority on Thursday, 
among the new cases, 38 
belonging to the Rawalpindi 
Cantonment area, 25 from 
Pothohar town, 23 from Raw-
al town, eight from KalarSye-
da, seven from Kahutta, 
four from Taxila, three from 
Gujjar Khan while one pa-
tient arrived from Islamabad.
“Presently 22 confirmed 
patients were admitted to 
three city facilities, count-
ing nine in the Fauji foun-
dation hospital, eight in 
Institute of Urology and five 
in the  Benazir Bhutto Hos-
pital,” the report said. 
It updated that 38,362 pa-
tients had been discharged 
after recovery, 35,307 with 
Rawalpindi and 3048 from 
outside districts.  Three 
hundred and thirty-one 
were quarantined, including 
309 at homes and 22 in iso-
lation. The report further 
updated that 4,732,128 peo-
ple, including 44,560 health 
workers, had jabbed them-
selves against the lethal 
coronavirus so far. – APP

Training 
of QEC 

directors 
concludes

ISLAMABAD: Three days 
meeting and training for 
directors Quality Enhance-
ment Cells (QECs) of 22 
universities of Pakistan 
was concluded here at 
the National University 
of Modern Languages 
(NUML).  Three days long 
training was organized by 
Quality Assurance Agency 
(QAA), Higher Education 
Commission (HEC). 
Director QAA HEC Nasir 
shah and director Quality 
Enhancement Cell NUML 
Dr. KhushbakhtHina were 
the chief organizers of 
the event.
It was IQA training pro-
gramme for Directors’ 
QECs for the universities. 
For this purpose, 22 uni-
versity across Pakistan 
were invited.  For 3 days 
meeting and training in-
augural session, the Chief 
Guest Dr. ShaistaSohail, 
Executive Director, High-
er Education Commission 
received by Major Gener-
al Muhammad Jaffar, Rec-
tor NUML, and Director 
General NUML Brig Syed 
Nadir Ali. 
The closing ceremony 
was graced by Prof. Mer-
itorious Dr. Javeid Iqbal, 
Member of Commission. 
At the end, certificates 
were presented among 
the organizers and partici-
pants by Prof. Meritorious 
Dr. Javeid Iqbal and DG 
NUML. – APP

BEOE 
launches 

online foreign 
jobs portal

ISLAMABAD: Bureau of 
Emigration and Overseas 
Employment (BEOE), 
Ministry of Overseas 
Pakistanis and Human 
Resource Development 
(OP&HRD), has launched 
an online foreign jobs 
portal www.beoe.gov.pk/
foreign-jobs, to facilitate 
overseas job seekers. 
An official source told APP 
here on Thursday that the 
decision has been taken for 
the interest of overseas job 
seekers to reduce the load 
of unemployment in the 
country.
To a question, he said that 
job seekers could easily 
search details of overseas 
job opportunities with 
Licensed Overseas Em-
ployment Promoters as 
some mafias were  looting 
the innocent youth in the 
name of jobs in foreign 
countries. He said that re-
cently, the Ambassador of 
Kuwait had hold a meeting 
with Advisor to the Prime 
Minister on Overseas 
Pakistanis and Human 
Resource Development 
(OP&HRD) Muhammad 
AyubAfridi and discussed 
bilateral relations and mat-
ters of mutual interests.
The Advisor has appreciat-
ed the step of Kuwaiti gov-
ernment for opening work 
visa for Pakistanis. He 
asked the Ambassador to 
enhance the job quota for 
Pakistanis youth as Paki-
stan has potential manpow-
er to meet Kuwaiti market 
requirements.
They reiterated for close 
coordination between rele-
vant official of both coun-
tries regarding data shar-
ing of migrant workers in 
order to ensure protection 
of their rights. – APP

PML-N’s 
newly elected 
MNA Sahista 

takes oath
 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Shaista Per-
vaiz Malik of the Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) on Thursday took 
oath as Member of the Na-
tional Assembly (MNA), who 
was elected from NA-133 
constituency in by polls last 
month. Speaker National As-
sembly Asad Qaiser adminis-
tered oath and congratulated 
Shaista Pervaiz on becoming 
part of the Parliament. 
Lawmakers also congratu-
lated Shaista Pervaiz Malik 
by thumping desks. Later, 
she signed the roll.
The seat in NA-133 had 
fallen vacant due to the 
death of Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
MNA Pervaiz Malik on Oc-
tober 11, 2021.
Shaista Pervaiz thanked the 
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) leadership 
for reposing confidence in 
her and giving the oppor-
tunity to serve the public 
and the country. She vowed 
to work for welfare and 
progress of the country, 
setting aside all political 
differences.

ICCI for empowerment of 
women to achieve growth

Muhammad Shakeel Munir, President, ICCI while addressing the last day of 
Roundtable Conference on Increased Economic Participation of Women Workers

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The govern-
ment should take policy 
measures to increase the 
economic empowerment of 
women that would set the 
direction towards gender 
equality, poverty eradica-
tion, inclusive economic 
growth and enable the coun-
try to achieve sustainable 
development. 
This was said by Muham-
mad ShakeelMunir, Presi-
dent, Islamabad Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry 
(ICCI) while addressing 
the last day of Roundtable 
Conference on Increased 
Economic Participation of 
Women Workers and GSP 
Plus Status organized by 
ICCI in collaboration with 
Trust for Democratic Edu-
cation & Accountability and 
Women Workers Alliance.
Muhammad ShakeelMunir 
said that women were half 

of our total population and 
bringing more women in the 
mainstream of economy by 
increasing their share in the 
workforce was very impor-
tant for the better future of 
the country. 
He said that women par-
ticipation in the workforce 

in Pakistan was reportedly 
less than 25 percent while it 
was over 50 percent in many 
countries. He stressed that 
the government should take 
policy measures to increase 
women participation in the 
workforce that would have 
a positive impact on the 

economy.  He said that the 
women should be provided 
easy access to education, 
finance and transportation 
that would increase their 
independence and economic 
empowerment. He lauded 
the efforts of Women Work-
ers Alliance with employers, 

line departments and the 
parliament for creating more 
safe workplaces for women. 
He assured that ICCI would 
fully cooperate with the 
Women Workers Alliance to 
address the issues of wom-
en workers and improve 
their economic participa-

tion. He hoped that the 
collaboration between the 
Women Workers Alliance 
and ICCI would help to fur-
ther strengthen Pakistan’s 
position in the EU market 
under the GSP Plus regime.
Ms. Shandana Gulzar 
Khan, Chairperson of the 
Commonwealth Women 
Parliamentarians said that 
Pakistan was not taking full 
benefit of zero duty tariff 
lines under EU’s GSP Plus 
for exports and stressed 
that more efforts should 
be made to increase ex-
ports under this facility that 
would also create new op-
portunities for women eco-
nomic empowerment.
Ms. Aliya Hamza Malik Par-
liamentary Secretary Com-
merce said that the govern-
ment was working on new 
laws to improve the condi-
tions for working women and 
these legislative measures 
would provide them better 
protection at workplaces.

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Coordina-
tor General COMSTECH, 
H. E. Prof. Dr. M. Iqbal 
Choudhary, called on Sec-
retary-General of the Or-
ganization of Islamic Co-
operation (OIC), H.E. Mr. 
HisseinBarahimTaha, at 
OIC General Secretariat, in 
Jeddah, Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia on Wednesday.
Prof. Choudhary briefed 
the Secretary General OIC 
about the preparations for 
the 31st Executive Com-
mittee Meeting of COM-
STECH, which is being 
held on January 27, 2022, 
in Islamabad, Pakistan, un-
der the Chair of H.E. Dr. 
ArifAlvi, President, Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan/ Chair-
man COMSTECH.

Secretary General OIC 
conveyed his apprecia-
tion to the Government 
of Pakistan for generous-
ly supporting OIC’s Min-
isterial Standing Com-
mittee for Scientific and 
Technological Coopera-
tion (COMSTECH). He 
assured his complete pa-
tronage to COMSTECH 
which is among the key 
OIC institutions.

Prof. Choudhary also 
briefed the Secretary 
General about the major 
programs and activities of 
COMSTECH in African OIC 
member states including: 
COMSTECH-IFS research 
grants to young African 
scholars, COMSTECH Con-
sortium of Excellence Re-
search/Training and Fellow-
ship Program, COMSTECH 
Scholarships and Research 
Fellowships for Women Sci-
entists in least developed 
countries in Africa, UNE-
SCO-TWAS-COMSTECH 
Science in Exile Fellowship 
Programme for displaced 
and refugee scientists; and 
Eye camps, neurocritical 
and dermatology camps 
along with workshops in 
Niger, Gambia and other 
African countries.
The Secretary General 
OIC appreciated the role 
of COMSTECH under the 
dynamic leadership of 
the Coordinator General 
COMSTECH and assured 
him full support of the OIC 
General Secretariat.

CG COMSTECH calls on 
Secretary General OIC

AIOU establishes 
prospectus sale 

points at UC  level
ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal Open University (AIOU) is 
commencing admissions in the first phase of spring 2022 
semester from January 15, 2022 and established prospec-
tus sale points at union council level. 
After achieving the objective of digital transformation of 
all key academic, administrative and financial operations 
of the university, all admission related processes are 
carried out online.  However, upon special directives of 
Prof Dr Zia Ul -Qayyum, admission application forms for 
matriculation, intermediate and I.Com can be submitted 
manually as well as via online mode. In case of online 
submission of admission application form, the candidates 
are not required to dispatch printed application form to 
the university. It is pertinent to mention here that ad-
mission in BS/ MSc (face to face), M.Phil and PhD pro-
grams can only be applied via online system.  In order to 
facilitate the students, prospectus sale pints have been 
established at the union council level throughout the 
country.  The information related to prospectus sale 
points will be uploaded on the university website 
(www.aiou.edu. pk)  on January 
15 besides ad- mission applica-
tion forms and p ro s p e c t u s e s 
of all programs.  Fur ther more , 
students facilita- tion desks have 
b e e n estab- l ished a n d 
m a d e op- e r a t i o n -
a l a t 
r e - g i ona l 
cen ter s to pro-
vide as- s i s t a n c e 
to the s t u d e n t s 
in the online submission of 
admission applica- tion form. – DN 

Cleanliness 
drive 

underway 
in Murree

 

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi 
Waste Management Com-
pany (RWMC) cleanliness 
drive was in full swing in 
Tehsil Murree while heavy 
machinery and excavators 
were being used to remove 
snow and rubbish from the 
roads. According to RWMC 
Spokesman, the company 
had also disposed of hun-
dreds of tons of garbage 
from the hill station.
He said that RWMC Manag-
ing Director Awais Manzoor 
Tarrar had deputed addi-
tional staff at all choking 
points to ensure smooth wa-
ter drainage to provide max-
imum facilities to the tour-
ists visiting the hill station. 
He said that RWMC contin-
ued to perform cleaning du-
ties in Murree, and salt was 
also being sprinkled on the 
roads to ensure a smooth 
traffic flow. The spokesman 
said that to keep the city 
neat and clean, the sanitary 
workers had carried cleanli-
ness work in the Rawalpindi 
city areas despite severe 
colds and rain. – APP



W HAT are Iran’s stakes in the 
Kazakhstan crisis?
Tehran is wary of destabilisa-

tion in Central Asia, which could pose 
a threat to its economic and nation-
al security. Many world powers have 
high stakes in the outcome of ongoing 
unrest in Kazakhstan, an oil-rich state 
bordering Russia and China with a land 
mass equivalent to Western Europe. 
This former Soviet republic maintains 
an alliance with Moscow and deep 
economic links to Beijing. Kazakhstan 
also has important ties to the West, 
which have helped Nursultan maintain 
a sense of balance in its foreign policy. 
Ultimately, the geopolitical ramifica-
tions of the crisis in Kazakhstan have 
yet to be realised. Nonetheless, one 
country closely monitoring Kazakh-
stan’s tense situation is Iran.
Although Kazakhstan rarely enters dis-
cussions about Iranian foreign policy, 
many analysts overlook the importance 
of Central Asia to Tehran. Since Ka-
zakhstan’s independence in 1991, it has 
maintained good ties with the Islamic 
Republic. From energy to trade and 
culture, bilateral relations have been 
strong. Over the years, Kazakhstan has 
served to provide Iran with economic 
help in the form of oil swap arrange-
ments. The Central Asian nation has 
been important to Tehran’s ability to 
circumvent Washington’s sanctions and 
other US-backed measures designed to 
isolate and weaken Iran internationally.   
“Iran’s primary concern in Kazakhstan 
is avoiding instability,” Dr Samuel Ram-
ani, an Associate Fellow at Royal United 
Services Institution (RUSI), told TRT 
World: “Since Mohammad Khatami’s 
presidency, Iran has viewed Kazakh-
stan as an increasingly important trade 
partner in Central Asia and Kazakhstan 
continued to engage with Iran econom-
ically even during Mahmoud Ahmadine-
jad’s presidency.”
Because Tehran’s Central Asia policy 
depends on actual and potential con-
nectivity projects, particularly in en-
ergy sectors, deep ties to Kazakhstan 
advance these Iranians interests.
For the Islamic Republic, Kazakhstan’s 
unrest this month is a source of con-
cern. On January 6, Iranian Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson Saeed Khatibzadeh 
addressed the violence in Kazakhstan, 
affirming that Tehran is closely observ-
ing the country’s ongoing unrest and at-
taching much importance to the Central 
Asian state’s security and stability.
He said: “[Iran’s government] believes 
that the wise people and government 
of the friendly country of Kazakhstan 
can solve their disputes and problems 
through dialogue based on national in-
terests and peaceful ways without for-

eign interference.” Khatibzadeh added 
that Tehran wishes that tranquility will 
soon return to Kazakhstan.
Notably, “foreign interference” is not a 
reference to this month’s deployment of 
troops from the Russian-led Collective 
Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) 
to Kazakhstan. Because Nursultan 
formally asked Moscow to send armed 
forces to help quell unrest, Tehran’s 
concerns are not about Russia and the 
CSTO’s current roles in Kazakhstan. In 
fact, it is fair to conclude that Iran will 
be closely aligned with the Kremlin in 
relation to Central Asia’s latest crisis.
“Iran’s foreign policy interests in Cen-
tral Asia are best served by continuing 
to align with Moscow as far as events 
in Russia’s so-called ‘near abroad’ are 
concerned. A stance it has largely 
maintained since the break-up of the 
Soviet Union,” explained Dr Edward 
Wastnidge, who lectures on interna-
tional studies and politics at the British 
Open University, in an interview with 
TRT World.  “Iran sees itself as playing 
a complementary role to that of Russia 
and China in the region, and like them 
it wishes to see a stable Central Asia 
that doesn’t become too closely aligned 
with Western powers.”
Like the Syrian crisis, which Moscow 
responded to with intense military in-
tervention in 2015, President Vladimir 
Putin’s government depicts Russia’s 
role in Kazakhstan within the frame-
work of its struggle against “interna-
tional terrorism” and “external forces” 
that seek to destabilise countries on 
Russia’s borders. The narrative in Mos-
cow is that the crisis in Kazakhstan ech-
oes the spirit of the so-called ‘colour 
revolutions’ and are, therefore, foreign 
attempts to alter the status quo.
Tehran shares Moscow’s interests in 
standing by President Kassym-Jomart 
Tokayev’s government and limiting 
Western involvement in Kazakhstan.
Dr Ramani agrees with this assessment. 
“Iran is siding firmly with the Kazakh 
government and against the protesters. 
The Iranian Foreign Ministry is align-
ing closely with the views of Russia 
and China, and their colour revolution 
narratives resonate within the Iranian 
foreign policy establishment, especially 
since the 2009 Green Movement.”
Iran is also wary of the perceived US 
role in destabilising Central Asia, 
which could pose a threat to its secu-
rity. He explained: “These conspira-
cies followed the US withdrawal from 
Afghanistan, which some in Iran saw 
as a means of trying to destabilise the 
region, and fuel support within Iran for 
the belief that these protests in Kazakh-
stan are US orchestrated.”
The unrest plaguing Kazakhstan will 
likely lead to Tehran deepening its re-
lationship with Nursultan, both on a bi-
lateral basis and via multilateral institu-
tions such as the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization (SCO), the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union (EAEU), and the Econom-
ic Cooperation Organization (ECO). At 
the same time, the current situation in 
the Central Asian country could easily 
lead to Iran advancing its interests with 
Moscow and Beijing vis-a-vis the ongo-
ing nuclear talks in Vienna.
Iran will likely play a lower profile role 
in Kazakhstan than Turkiye, but will 
leverage the situation to strengthen 
its normative bonds with Russia and 
China, according to Dr Ramani. He ex-
plained: “The coincidence in timing be-
tween the Kazakhstan [crisis] and Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) 
negotiations is fortuitous for Iran. Teh-
ran can use its solidarity with Russia 
and China on Kazakhstan to ensure 
that they continue backing its positions 
in the JCPOA talks.”

–Courtesy: TRT World
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Justice needed Omicron spreading

W HEN the video of four persons holding a couple at gun-
point, forcing them to strip and then beating them up 
went viral on social media in July of last year, the country 

reacted with outrage against the heinous offence. In the days fol-
lowing this event, it seemed like the victims might get justice and 
see some accountability against the culprits, as the police arrest-
ed the men visibly seen harassing the couple in the video.
The accused were sent to judicial remand after investigation and 
for a while, it seemed like this might be a rare instance of the 
culprits in a sexual crimes case actually seeing the punishment of 
their crimes. Unfortunately, however, it seems that this idealistic 
hope was misplaced. The victims in the case on Tuesday retracted 
their statement against the accused including Usman, the main 
suspect. The couple, in their written affidavit told the trial court 
that they did not want to pursue the case against the main ac-
cused, and the female victim told the judge that she did not go 
to Adiala Jail and had not taken part in the identification parade, 
despite the victims having identified three of the suspects in an 
identification parade held at Adiala Jail in July.
The affidavit of the eyewitness holds serious weight in Paki-
stan’s courts; judging from precedent, it has become very dif-
ficult for the accused to be convicted. Eyewitness testimony 
holds greater weight in the court of law than forensic, video or 
documentary evidence, so this report will make it difficult to 
prove that it was indeed the accused who had committed this 
crime, despite their faces being clearly visible in the video, and 
other videos uploaded by the accused themselves alluding to 
the crime and flouting their freedom.
If a case with clear video evidence showing the crime will not 
prove guilt in law, then it is harrowing to think how the thousands 
of cases that do not have such strong evidence would fare. The 
justice system must make an example of this case to set new prec-
edents in evidence law that need catching up with modern times. 
In a society where victims are so vulnerable to threats, blackmail 
and social taboos, the reliability of forensic evidence, videos and 
technology must be trusted to ensure that the accused do not use 
legal loopholes to escape punishment.

F OR the third consecutive day, Pakistan has been reporting 
a positivity rate of more than three percent and within the 
last 24 hours, 2233 cases were reported across the coun-

try. Given the upwards trajectory the roaring fifth wave is taking, 
it seems that we are only a few days away from reporting 4000 and 
then 6000 cases per day unless the government acts immediately 
and implements smart lockdowns in major hotspots. This is a sad 
reality that we must come to terms with but as of right now, such 
stringent measures are needed and time is of the essence.
It is essential to give credit where credit is due in that the gov-
ernment has now successfully inoculated 49 percent of the el-
igible population of Pakistan. This contributes greatly towards 
limiting the transmission rates and decreasing the burden onto 
the hospitals as those who even contract Covid-19 after get-
ting vaccinated often experience milder symptoms. With the 
government’s plan to initiate door-to-door vaccinations, more 
members of the public who had a tough time accessing clinics 
and centres will be catered to as well.
At the same time however, there are certain areas within the 
country that don’t seem to be showing any signs of slowing 
down when it comes to virus transmission. Karachi has been 
consistently reporting a worrying 20.22 percent positivity 
rate despite government efforts. Earlier in the month, a 15-
day lockdown was imposed in the neighbourhood of Gulshan-e-
Iqbal which was reporting high cases. Perhaps a similar policy 
is what is needed on a national level before matters proceed to 
get out of hand further.
The Minister for Information and Broadcasting, Fawad Chaudhry, 
asserted that Pakistan will not undergo another lockdown and that 
all focus is being placed on vaccinating as many people as possible 
so that the Omicron wave becomes tolerable. While it is under-
standable that the economic strain of a lockdown will be immense, 
we must also understand the growing impact of a raging fifth wave 
which, if it continues to grow in intensity, will cause more harm by 
reducing workforce sizes, disrupting national health, challenging 
our country’s building immunity and subjecting us to pressure and 
restrictions from the international community as well.
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R USSIA’S intervention in Kazakh-
stan contains a cautionary message 
for Gulf foreign ministers visiting 

Beijing this week.The intervention to sta-
bilize the government of Kazakh President 
Kassym-Johart Tokayev, following mass pro-
tests, cemented Russia’s primacy when it 
comes to security in Central Asia, a swathe 
of land that is as much Russia’s backyard 
as it is China’s. At least 164 people were 
killed in the protest, thousands wounded, 
and some 10,000 arrested. Mr. Tokayev de-
scribed the protests as a foreign-instigated 
coup attempt involving terrorists.
The intervention reaffirmed a long-standing 
understanding that Russia, at least for the 
short-term, shoulders responsibility for se-
curity while China focuses on economic de-
velopment in the region.
“China is happiest when someone else is 
dealing with Central Asian security ques-
tions,” noted Central Asia scholar Raffael-
lo Pantucci. Like in Kazakhstan, “in the 
immediate fallout from the collapse of the 
government in Afghanistan, it was not Chi-
nese soldiers or weapons that were rushed 
to Central Asian borders, but Russian ones.”
The question ministers of Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Oman, and Bahrain and the sec-
retary-general of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council ought to ask themselves is why 

China would wish to adopt a different ap-
proach toward security in the Middle East 
if it is reluctant to play an upfront role in 
its own backyard. The Gulf ministers may 
point out that their region is key to Chi-
na’s energy supply and increasingly impor-
tant for its geopolitical influence. But that 
does not explain why China played second 
security fiddle to Russia in Central Asia, a 
region of equal strategic importance.
China’s problem and the Gulf’s bet have to 
be that there is no alternative to the United 
States, the Middle East’s current, increas-
ingly unreliable security guarantor, which 
leaves both with few good choices.
With Russia having neither the apparent will 
nor the wherewithal to commit to a role in 
the Middle East similar to that it plays in Cen-
tral Asia, China may have little choice but to 
step up to the plate ultimately. As the United 
States, NATO, and the Organisation for Se-
curity and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) 
this week discuss with Russia the crisis over 
Ukraine, the Gulf states will likely closely 
monitor US and European responses to a 
possible Russian invasion of the East Euro-
pean state or efforts to destabilise it further. 
The Gulf states are likely to find little reas-
surance in what already is evident with the 
massing of some 100,000 Russian troops 
on Ukraine’s border.The US and European 
response will be limited to economic sanc-
tions against Russia and military support for 
Ukraine but will stop short of direct military 
confrontation to reverse any Russian action.
Gulf States may be betting on a possible sil-
ver lining. China has much at stake in Ka-
zakhstan and Central Asia. It has invested 
billions of dollars in the region central to its 
Belt and Road initiative that is designed to 
tie Eurasia to China through infrastructure, 
telecommunications, information technol-
ogy, and energy. Moreover, Central Asia 
borders on China’s strategic but troubled 
province of Xinjiang, with which it has close 
ethnic, linguistic, cultural, and religious ties.

In a rare move, China reportedly offered 
to send law enforcement and special forc-
es to Kazakhstan, although only after Mr. 
Tokayev’s Russian-backed crackdown had 
already brought the situation under control.
The Gulf States are likely to hope that a 
greater, albeit gradual and discreet Chinese 
engagement in Central Asia, where it al-
ready before the Kazakh crisis had begun to 
expand its security presence, will persuade 
China to be more assertive in protecting its 
investments, assets, and interests further 
afield, including in the Middle East.
China established its first foreign military 
base in Djibouti in the Horn of Africa several 
years ago, just opposite the Gulf.
Like the United States, China could also at-
tempt to improve the Gulf states’ ability to 
defend themselves through enhanced arms 
sales, joint exercises, and training.
Meanwhile, China has already exploited 
the US reluctance to sell certain weapons 
systems or to do so only under strict con-
ditions. For example, China has in recent 
years opened its first overseas weapons fa-
cility for the production of drones in Saudi 
Arabia and is enabling the kingdom to manu-
facture ballistic missiles. In doing so, China 
risks fueling a Middle Eastern arms race.
Undoubtedly, Chinese engagement will 
come with strings. Unlike the United 
States, the Chinese won’t make pesty de-
mands related to human and other rights 
but will want to ensure that Gulf states do 
not divert from the broad lines of Chinese 
policy. As a result, the best the Gulf can 
hope for is that greater Chinese assertive-
ness will create an environment in which 
they have margins of manoeuvrability to 
play one against the other. It’s a modus 
vivendi, but not an ideal one.

–Dr. James M. Dorsey is an 
award-winning journalist and 

scholar and a Senior Fellow at the 
National University of Singapore’s 

Middle East Institute

I T is no secret that everyone is tired of 
COVID-19 and its constantly evolving 
and negative developments. The latest 

such development was what I read this week 
about a Cypriot scientist discovering a new 
variant he called the “deltacron,” which 
is apparently a combination of the muta-
tions seen in delta and omicron, although 
experts have contested the finding and 
blamed it on laboratory samples becoming 
contaminated. Regardless of whether this 
new variant’s existence is either confirmed 
or denied, COVID-19 infections worldwide 

topped 300 million this week, according to 
an AFP count based on official figures, and 
the real number might be even higher.
Keeping this in mind, I am struggling to di-
gest the words of British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson that the UK has been mak-
ing progress against omicron and that he is 
looking at reducing the isolation period for 
those infected from seven days to five. Clear-
ly, this has been causing more disruption to 
the health sector and the economy than a full 
lockdown due to rising absenteeism across 
the country, with figures showing that one 
in every 20 to 25 Britons is infected. This is 
maybe based on conclusions reached by sci-
entists that, a year ago, one in every 10 cas-
es needed hospitalization, whereas this year 
it is one in every 50 thanks to the vaccines. 
But as this omicron variant, we are told, is 
more prevalent, isn’t it likely that it will infect 
more people and hence cause a higher level 
of hospital admissions? It seems like this is 
not being factored in by Johnson, who said 
that “we have got to make sure that we see 
off omicron. We are making great progress,” 
even if 18,000 are currently in British hospi-
tals with COVID-19. UK government officials 
have been boasting that, now that so many 
of us are vaccinated and boosted, we need to 
“learn to live with COVID.” Education Minis-
ter Nadhim Zahawi revealed over the week-
end that the country “is witnessing the transi-
tion of the virus from pandemic to endemic.”
One is desperate to believe such statements 
by Johnson and the ministers who are work-
ing to contain the spread of the disease, while 
also keeping services and the economy tick-
ing over, which — one has to admit — is no 

easy task. But many questions spring to mind 
for people in the UK and all over the world as 
they are gripped by this crisis.
Johnson and his ministers want us to learn 
to live with omicron, but what if it does not 
want to live with us and it mutates again 
into a more lethal variant?
Meanwhile, developing countries are not 
faring any better, as vaccine delivery and 
administration is lagging way behind the 
richer nations. In the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, for example, just one in every 
1,000 people has had two shots of vaccine so 
far. This has led the International Monetary 
Fund to warn that omicron-related turbu-
lence is yet to hit developing economies.
The order of the day globally seems to be 
don’t stay at home and do go to work, even if 
you are sick. Rich and poor states alike can no 
longer afford to be generous and shield em-
ployees for however many years the COVID-19 
emergency lasts. This atmosphere of uncer-
tainty requires global leadership to ensure all 
countries work in unison and protect the safe-
ty of both people and the economy. A lot has 
been said and done in the past two years, but 
it has all fallen short of providing a common 
blueprint to isolate the threat of the virus 
and reduce the pandemic to epidemic level, 
which would allow the world to function and 
return to quasi-normality. Instead, COVID-19 
has been added to the long list of permanent 
adverse factors affecting the world, alongside 
the climate change crisis, conflicts and wars, 
and economic worries that continue to shake 
the stability of state and society. Such risks 
should be seen as existential threats to us all.

– Courtesy: Arab News

Giorgio Cafiero

“Iran is siding firmly 
with the Kazakh 

govt and against the 
protesters. The Iranian 

Foreign Ministry is 
aligning closely with 

the views of Russia and 
China, and their colour 
revolution narratives 

resonate within 
the Iranian foreign 

policy establishment, 
especially since 
the 2009 Green 

Movement.”
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SYDNEY: In-form world number seven Anett Kontaveit cruised 
into the Sydney Classic semi-finals Thursday after top-10 oppo-
nent Ons Jabeur retired hurt, days before the Australian Open. 
The Estonian won a tight first set 6-4 before the Tunisian called 
for a medical timeout. After lengthy treatment on her lower 
back, Jabeur forfeited the match. It is a big setback for Jabeur, 
with the opening Grand Slam of the year starting on Monday. 
She had a breakthrough 2021, when she won her maiden WTA 
singles title and surged into the top 10 for the first time. 
Kontaveit will now play world number four and French 
Open champion Barbora Krejcikova, with the Czech crush-
ing France’s Caroline Garcia 6-0, 6-2. “It’s never the way 
you want to win and I really hope Ons is going 
to be fine for next week and that it’s noth-
ing too serious,” said the Estonian.
“The first set was really competitive and 
we’ve had some tough matches before and 
she’s always come out on top, so it was good 
to get the set and that I was playing the way 
I was playing.” The understated Kontaveit is shap-
ing up as a serious contender at Mel-
bourne Park after her elec- tric form 
in the second half of last season, 
c a p - turing four titles in two 

months be-
fore ending 

runner-up at the WTA 
Finals to Garbine Muguruza. 

Krejcikova also raced through the 
rankings last year, winning at Roland 
Garros, Strasbourg and Prague. – APP
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LONDON: Cristiano Ronaldo says finishing 
outside the top three in the Premier League 
would be unacceptable for Manchester 
United as Ralf Rangnick struggles to turn 
around his under-performing team.
The German interim boss has steadied the 
ship since taking over from the sacked Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer but United are languish-
ing in seventh place, 22 points behind lead-
ers Manchester City.
The five-time world player of the year has 
called for a change of mindset within the 
dressing room to address United’s poor 
form, which resulted in a 1-0 defeat at the 
hands of Wolves in their most recent league 
outing.
“Manchester United should win the league 
or be second or third,” Ronaldo told Sky 
Sports. “I don’t see any other position for 
Manchester United.

“In my heart, I don’t accept that our mental-
ity be less than being in the top three in the 
Premier League, in my opinion.
“I think to build up good things sometimes 
you have to destroy a few things. New year, 
new life, I hope that Manchester can be at 
the level people want, especially the fans. 

We are capable of changing things now.
“We can do it better, all of us. I don’t want 
to be here in the club to fight to be in sixth 
or seventh place. I am here to try to win, to 
compete. I believe if we change our mind 
we can achieve big things.”
Rangnick was brought in until the end of 

the season after Solskjaer was dismissed in 
November following a run of heavy defeats.
The German has won four of his seven 
games in charge in all competitions but the 
team’s style of football has still attracted 
criticism and there have been reports of 
disquiet within the squad. United produced 
another disjointed display in their FA Cup 
third-round tie against Aston Villa on Mon-
day but managed to scrape through 1-0.
Ronaldo backed Rangnick to turn things 
around but pleaded for patience ahead of 
Saturday’s league trip to Villa Park.
“He arrived here five weeks ago,” said the 
Portugese superstar. “He changed many 
things but he needs time to put his ideas 
through the players and on the pitch.
“It takes time but I believe that he is going 
to do a good job. We know we don’t play the 
best football, as we should do, but we have 
many games to improve. Since he arrived I 
think in some points we are better, but he 
needs time.”

Man Utd must finish in top three: Ronaldo
The German interim boss has steadied the ship since taking over from the sacked Ole Gunnar 

Solskjaer but United are languishing in seventh place, 22 points behind leaders Manchester City
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US Consulate, sports team 
partners for climate awareness

Legend players Jahangir Khan and Football women Captain Hajra Khan also 
expressed that to keep Pakistan environmentally safe and clean, use solar energy 
to meet the objectives and control climate change due to fossils fuel and others

naziR siyal/Dna

KARACHI: U.S Consulate General Ka-
rachi is partners with various national 
sports personalities to raise awareness 
and inspire action to combat climate 
change.
This was disclosed by the U.S Consulate 
General Karachi media spokesman Mr 
Asad Ali. He told that the Pakistan’s Men 
National Soccer Team Captain Kaleemul-
lah Khan discusses ways to control cli-

mate change in the first video of the ‘Cli-
mate Change Awareness’ campaign.
Simultaneously, Legend players Jahangir 
Khan and Football women Captain Hajra 
Khan also expressed that to keep Paki-
stan environmentally safe and clean, use 
solar energy to meet the objectives and 
control climate change due to fossils fuel 
and others. While, legends and National 
sports team individuals have recorded thi-
er messages to Pakistani peoples regard-
ing awareness campaign partner with US 
consulate Karachi.

LAHORE: CEO Haier Javed Afridi along with others cutting cake during celebration of record the biggest number of 700k units 
of refrigerators in Pakistan. – DNA

Erdogan slams EU but 
says accession remains 

Turkey’s priority
foReign DesK 

ANKARA: President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
criticized the European Union for “injustic-
es” while highlighting that Turkey’s accession 
continues to be Ankara’s priority as he called 
on the bloc to take a more courageous stance 
on efforts to improve bilateral ties.
Speaking to ambassadors of the bloc in the 
capital Ankara on Thursday, Erdogan said 
he has personally witnessed the attempts to 
block Turkey’s bid to join the EU.
“Turkey, which is geographically and histor-
ically a part of Europe, is committed to its 
target of becoming a member,” the presi-
dent said, adding that accession is a priority 
for Ankara, despite all the “injustices.”
Erdogan noted that Turkey continues to 
exert efforts and added that he hopes the 
bloc rids itself of what he called “strategic 
blindness” and acts more courageously on 
developing relations with Ankara.
Highlighting Turkey’s critical role as a prob-
lem solver in important issues, Erdogan 
criticized the bloc for embracing a destruc-
tive stance rather than dialogue and diplo-
macy to enhance relations.
“They have used the delaying tactic 
against us in many issues, including the 

customs union,” the president said, not-
ing that the bloc has ultimately prioritized 
the interests of some members over the 
benefit of the EU as a whole. “What real-
ly needs to be considered is the fact that 
the bloc’s will has been taken captive by a 
few states,” he said. Without naming any 
countries, Erdogan said some EU mem-
ber states need to stop trying to solve 
their problems with Ankara via the bloc.
“The EU needs to prevent attempts to sabo-
tage Turkey-EU relations with the excuse of 
inter-bloc solidarity,” he added.
Turkey-EU relations are marked by disputes 
on several issues, including tensions in the 
Eastern Mediterranean, Turkey’s role in 
Syria, the migrant crisis and the stalemate 
in Turkey’s accession process to join the 
bloc. During a meeting in Brussels on Dec. 
10, 2020, EU leaders decided to draw up a 
list of Turkish targets to sanction. But since 
then, the rhetoric on all sides has mellowed 
dramatically as Turkey and the bloc voiced 
their intent to “turn a new page.”
Regarding the migration crisis, which is one 
of the issues of contention in the region, 
Erdogan said Turkey is a key player and 
that the migrant pressure will not subside 
unless the crises around Turkey and Europe 
are managed.

Jabeur suffers 
injury scare days 
before Aus Open

Djokovic in 
Australian 
Open draw 
as visa saga 
continues

 

web DesK

MELBOURNE: Novak Djok-
ovic remained in limbo even 
after he was included in the 
draw for the Australian Open 
on Thursday, with the tennis 
star still awaiting a govern-
ment decision on whether 
to deport him for not being 
vaccinated for COVID-19.
Despite the cloud hanging 
over Djokovic’s ability to 
compete, Australian Open 
organizers included the top 
seed in the draw. He is slated 
to play fellow Serb Miomir 
Kecmanovic, who is ranked 
world No. 78., in the opening 
round next week.
No. 1-ranked Djokovic had 
his visa canceled on arriv-
al in Melbourne last week 
when his vaccination exemp-
tion was rejected, but he won 
a legal battle on procedural 
grounds that allowed him to 
stay in the country.
Immigration Minister Alex 
Hawke has been considering 
the question since a judge 
reinstated Djokovic’s visa on 
Monday.

Barca ‘heads 
held high’: Xavi

RIYADH: Xavi Hernandez said his young Barcelona team 
could leave with their “heads held high”, despite losing to 
Real Madrid in the semi-final of the Spanish Super Cup.
Barca were beaten 3-2 after extra-time in Saudi Arabia to 
make it five consecutive Real Madrid victories in Clasico 
games. But Xavi’s side, who sit 17 points behind the La 
Liga leaders, were far from outclassed and instead showed 
why there is great hope at the club for the future.
“It was clear that it was a day when we showed courage 
and took responsibility with the ball. Today was a day to 
go out with your head held high despite the defeat,” said 
Xavi afterward. – Agencies

‘Mini-Budget’ 
passed...

From PAge 01
session. In the amended bill, 
the government rolled back 
its plan to impose additional 
sales taxes on children’s for-
mula milk, bread, and small 
cars. It also withdrew the 
proposal to impose taxes on 
laptops and computers.
The Opposition’s amend-
ments to the bill were reject-
ed and when the voting took 
place, 150 members voted in 
favour of the amendments, 
while 168 voted against them. 
By this measure, the govern-
ment has an edge with 18 par-
liamentarians to get the bill 
passed. The National Assem-
bly comprises 342 lawmak-
ers, of which the government 
has 182 MNAs, while the Op-
position has 160 MNAs.
During session, 14 of the 
government’s lawmakers 
were absent, while 10 from 
the Opposition’s side didn’t 
show up. Addressing the fi-
nance minister, PPP Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari 
said that the finance minister 
is continuously asking why 
is the Opposition protesting, 
“so let us tell him that if the 
government is going to ig-
nore the voice of a common 
man, we are going to high-
light the issues.”
PPP leader said: “We know 
the address of your Karachi’s 
residence,” adding that “go 
and ask people why are they 
upset.” “If you will not go to 
people, we will bring people 
to you,” he said, reiterating 
that he knows Tarin’s ad-
dress. Referring to the strict 
conditions of the IMF, Bilaw-
al said that if the government 
is serious about Pakistan, 
they should reject the “IMF 
budget.” “We will bring Paki-
stanis out of this economic 
situation,” he asserted.
Shedding light on the crit-
icism regarding the sup-
plementary bill being the 
“IMF bill”, Finance Minister 
Shaukat Tarin said that during 
the previous government’s 
tenure, 13 agreements were 
signed with the Fund. “They 
[the Opposition] are saying 
that IMF has destroyed the 
economy of Pakistan, while 
they went to the IMF in their 
tenures as well,” he said.
Tarin further said that the 
PTI government is being ac-
cused of “mortgaging coun-
try’s sovereignty”; however, 
the government was forced 
to approach the IMF.
“We had no other option but 
to ask for IMF’s help,” he re-
iterated. Tarin also said that 
the supplementary finance 
bill is a step towards the “pro-
cess of documentation.”
Addressing the allegations of 
the Opposition that the mi-
ni-budget will bring a tsunami 
of inflation in the country, the 
finance minister said that out 
of Rs343 billion taxes worth 
Rs280 will be refunded “then 
what is the issue?” 
The minister underlined that 
the government has decided 
to withdraw its proposal to 
impose additional sales taxes 
on children’s formula milk, 
bread, laptops etc.
Tarin said that the country 
cannot achieve its target of 
6-8% growth until the tax-to-
GDP ratio is around 18-20%.
“Opposition’s protest against 
the supplementary finance 
bill is baseless,” Tarin said, 
adding that this will help in 
the documentation which will 
in return highlight the actual 
income of people.

Opposition...

From PAge 01
Abdul Qadiar Patel also 
made the same demand and 
asked to withdraw tax on 
items of children including 
milk and bicycles. 
Ali Gohar from PML-N op-
posed the mini-budget and 
said that it would increase 
the problems for the people. 
He demanded for timely de-
cisions on the economic is-
sue.  Later, the voting was 
held on the motion and it 
was rejected with majority 
vote. A total of 150 lawmak-
ers voted in favor of the mo-
tion while 168 opposed it. 

Taliban 
release first 
budget since 

takeover

From PAge 01
“For the first time in the 
last two decades, we made 
a budget that is not depend-
ent on foreign aid and that 
is a very big achievement 
for us,” said Taliban finance 
ministry spokesman Ahmad 
Wali Haqmal.
The budget of 53.9 billion 
afghanis ($508 million) ap-
proved on Wednesday will 
cover the first quarter of 
2022 and is almost entirely 
dedicated to funding govern-
ment institutions. 
Haqmal said state workers, 
many of whom have not 
been paid for months, will 
start receiving salaries by 
the end of January.
Women staff, who have 
mostly been blocked from 
returning to their jobs, will 
also be paid.
“We count them like they 
have come back to work. We 
have not fired them,” Haq-
mal said. 
Around 4.7 billion afghanis 
will be spent on develop-
ment projects including 
transport infrastructure.  
“It’s a small amount but 
that’s what we can do now,” 
Haqmal said.
The Taliban exchequer is 
funded by “our own resourc-
es” including tax, trade and 
mining revenue, he added.
They are set to announce 
their first annual budget in 
March, shifting the fiscal 
year to match Afghanistan’s 
solar calendar.
Since they took power West-
ern nations have grappled 
with the task of channelling 
aid to the nation without fi-
nancing its new rulers.
Meanwhile millions are 
facing hunger this winter 
as a cash, fuel and food cri-
sis grips the impoverished 
country.

WFP warns...

From PAge 01
Thursday. In an interview 
with The Associated Press, 
WFP leader in Afghanistan 
Mary-Ellen McGroarty urged 
the international community 
to put humanitarian necessi-
ty above political discussions 
and avoid disaster by making 
sure that billions in aid keep 
reaching the Taliban-run 
country. According to the UN 
humanitarian organization, 
22.8 million people face acute 
food shortages, including 8.7 
million close to starvation. 
“We don’t have enough mon-
ey going into 2022,” said 
McGroarty during a stop in 
Brussels. “What we call all 
the humanitarian sector in 
Afghanistan needs 4.4 billion 
dollars for the next 12 months 
to mount a comprehensive re-
sponse.  – Agencies

Pak lauds 
joint P5...

From PAge 01
statement rightly acknowl-
edged the imperative of 
creating a conducive secu-
rity environment for mean-
ingful progress on nuclear 
disarmament.
This will include address-
ing the underlying security 
concerns of states, pacific 
settlement of outstanding 
disputes, and cessation of 
destabilizing arms build-
ups that accentuated asym-
metries, he added.
In the context of South 
Asia, the spokesperson 
said, Pakistan’s proposal 
for a Strategic Restraint 
Regime, encompassing nu-
clear and missile restraint, 
conventional balance and 
settlement of disputes, 
could contribute signifi-
cantly towards maintain-
ing strategic stability and 
avoiding military conflict. 
This will also entail es-
chewing misplaced notions 
of space for war in a nu-
clearized environment, he 
added.
“Pakistan fully agrees 
with the need for effective 
measures by all nuclear 
powers to guard against 
any unauthorized or un-
intended use of nuclear 
weapons,” the spokesper-
son reiterated.

Pakistan 
rejects Indian 
Army Chief’s 

claims

From PAge 01
combine at the helm in In-
dia. The Indian government 
is driven by its belligerent 
and expansionist agenda 
embedded in the delusional 
notion of “Akhand Bharat”, 
which poses a grave threat 
to regional peace.
The Indian Army Chief has 
made a desperate attempt 
at diverting global attention 
from India’s state-terrorism 
and egregious human rights 
violations, which continue 
unabated in the Indian Ille-
gally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir (IIOJK).
Pakistan calls on India to 
forthwith halt its tyranny 
in the IIOJK, renounce its 
campaign of persecution of 
Kashmiris, and let them ex-
ercise their right to self-de-
termination as promised 
to them under the relevant 
UN Security Council reso-
lutions.
Pakistan is committed to 
pursue meaningful dialogue 
with India for peaceful res-
olution of all outstanding 
disputes, including Jammu 
and Kashmir. The onus is, 
however, on India to create 
an enabling environment 
conducive for dialogue.
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ISLAMABAD: Zubair Motiwala; Chair-
man PAJCCI called upon Mr. Abdul Raz-
zaqDawood, Advisor to Prime Minister on 
Commerce & Investment for deliberating 
upon issues of business community of Pa-
kistan and Afghanistan. Chairman PAJCCI 
shared the activities & initiatives of PAJCCI 
in raising the voice of business community 
of both sides, providing insights to both gov-
ernments and bringing issues on the table 
with objective of beneficial and long-term 
resolution. He shared the on-going obstacles 
in trade activities and their impact on long 
term trade and economic relationship with 
Afghanistan resulting in revenue loss, so-
cio-economic effects on people living on bor-
ders, widening trade gap especially exports, 
loss of livelihood increasing hardships for 
people and unrest in border areas.
He apprised the Advisor on high impact 
issues like developing a formal mechanism 
for barter trade, facilitating trade in PKR, 
withdrawal of Cash on Counter facility, re-
quirement of advance payments, reluctance 
of correspondence banks to accept third 
party payment in case of Afghanistan and 
the congestion at border resulting due to 
delayed checking and payment issues raised 
due to SBP’s change in policy.
He added that at present Afghanistan has 
no operational banking nor they have USD 

reserves, traders cannot bring more than 
PKR 10,000 while crossing borders hence 
advance and cash payments cannot be 
made, consignment values are way higher 
than allowable limit of cash carrying. In 
case payments to be made in USD, traders 
will eventually buy them in Pakistan hence 
impacting Pakistan’s Foreign reserves and 
USD crunch in local market. Business com-
munity understands the requirements of in-
ternational laws with respect to FATF how-
ever international community is well aware 
of Afghan situation hence trading in PKR is 
the only way to continue trading, reducing 
humanitarian crisis and safeguarding Paki-
stan’s interest in the region.
Zubair Motiwala suggested to set up bank 
counters at borders so payments can be 
made at the spot without delaying ship-
ments and creating congestion. He also 
appreciated the Government’s approval to 
carry out PKR trade for perishable items 
however requested to add meat, poultry and 
pharmaceuticals in the same category.
He sought Advisor’s intervention in re-
solving the core issue of cash on counter 
facility withdrawal by State Bank of Paki-
stan. Afghanistan having financial crisis, 
lack of banking structure and seized for-
eign exchange cannot survive under such 
stern regime. Trade between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan is governed by EIF and 
E-Form. Banks issue E-Form only after 
receiving advance payments. 

Abdul Razzaq Dawood 
lauds PAJCCI’s role 

Briefs
Tunisia’s 

Ennahdha 
urges 

protests
TUNIS: Tunisia’s Isla-
mist-inspired Ennahdha 
party has reiterated calls for 
demonstrations on Friday 
marking the anniversary of 
the country’s revolution, de-
fying tightened coronavirus 
restrictions it says are polit-
ically motivated. Ennahdha 
is the biggest party in a par-
liament that was suspended 
by President Kais Saied in 
July 2021, and has staged 
a string of protests against 
the premier. The party had 
last week called for rallies 
on Friday to mark the 2011 
fall of dictator Zine El Abi-
dine Ben Ali in a revolt that 
sparked copycat uprisings in 
several Arab countries.
But on Wednesday Saied’s of-
fice announced new measures 
against mounting coronavirus 
cases, including a nighttime 
curfew and a ban on public 
gatherings, starting Thursday 
evening. In a statement on 
Facebook on Thursday morn-
ing, Ennahdha accused the 
government of “utilising the 
coronavirus crisis for politi-
cal ends, targeting what re-
mains of the margin of free-
dom” in Tunisia.
“Ennahdha calls on all those 
planning to take part in the 
January 14 demonstrations 
to respect health protocols,” 
it added. The potential show-
down comes amid height-
ened tensions between the 
party and Saied after two 
senior Ennahdha officials 
including former justice min-
ister NoureddineBhiri were 
arrested by plainclothes po-
lice officers on December 31 
and later accused of possible 
“terrorism” offences.  – APP

Web portal 
launched 
on CPEC 
projects

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Space & Upper Atmosphere 
Research Commission (SU-
PARCO), together with the 
Planning Ministry has de-
veloped a web portal and 
mobile application though 
which progress on various 
projects of the China Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor 
(CPEC) can be monitored.
According to Gwadar Pro on 
Thursday, “SUPARCO has 
complemented this capabil-
ity with an indigenously de-
veloped mobile application 
that a user from Planning 
Commission of Pakistan can 
install on his/her cell phone 
and monitor the progress on 
CPEC projects,” an official 
statement stated.
Through the dedicated web 
portal from where users can 
easily browse, place orders 
and directly download satel-
lite imagery right from their 
desktop.  It is state of the art 
portal with advanced imaging 
options for the professionals. 
In addition to CPEC projects, 
the dedicated portal can be 
used for monitoring of other 
projects as well. The launch-
ing ceremony for Web Portal 
and Mobile App was held on 
Wednesday at Pakistan Plan-
ning and Management Insti-
tute Islamabad. Federal Min-
ister Asad Umar, Chairman 
SUPARCO Major General 
AmerNadeem, senior officers 
of Planning Ministry and 
stakeholders from public and 
private sectors attended the 
launching ceremony. – APP

Lebanese 
protesters 
shut down 

major 
highways

app
BEIRUT: A general strike 
by public transportation 
and labor unions has par-
alysed Lebanon as the 
country suffers one of the 
world’s worst economic 
crises. Thursday’s strike 
comes as the country’s 
ruling class has continued 
to do almost nothing to try 
and pull the country out 
of its meltdown rooted in 
decades of corruption and 
mismanagement.
Protesters closed the 
country’s major high-
ways as well as roads 
inside cities and towns 
starting at 5AM local 
time. The nationwide 
protests, dubbed a “day 
of rage,” are scheduled 
to last 12 hours. 
Taxi and truck drivers 
used their vehicles to 
block roads to protest 
a sharp increase in fuel 
prices as the govern-
ment lifted subsidies. 
Their demand is to get 
subsidised fuel again.
Universities and schools 
were closed all over Leba-
non and many people were 
not able to reach work be-
cause of road closures. 
In the capital of Beirut, 
many roads were blocked 
by giant trash bins and 
vehicles. 

On Culture Day, Romanians 
celebrate Mihai Eminescu, 

the national poet of Romania
Romania is getting ready to celebrate its National Culture Day on January 15 

I NTRODUCED in 2010, Romania’s 
National Culture Day is celebrat-
ed onJanuary 15, the birth date of 

Romanian poet and novelist MihaiEm-
inescu, a canonical figure of Romanian 
literature and a representative of the 
European Romanticism.The Romani-
an National Culture Day, now reaching 
its 12th edition, is an official national 
celebration, initiated by the Romanian 
Academy. Mihai Eminescu was a Roma-
nian poet, prose writer and journalist, 
reckoned by Romanian readers and lit-
erary criticism as the most important 
poetic voice in Romanian literature.
He was born on 15 January 1850 in 
Ipoteşti/Botoşani County, then in the 
Principality of Moldavia, and died on 
15 June 1889 in Bucharest / Kingdom 
of Romania. He is considered the na-
tional poet of Romania, being called 
the “The star of Romanian poetry”, but 
also the most important representative 

of romanticism in Romanian literature. 
He transformed both the form and 
content of Romanian poetry, creating 
a school of poetry that strongly influ-
enced Romanian writers and poets in 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
Eminescu was an active member of the 
JunimeaLiterary Society and worked 
as an editor for the newspaper Timpul 
(“The Time”), the official newspaper 
of the Conservative Party (1880–
1918). His poetry was first published 
when he was 16 and he went to Vien-
na to study when he was 19. 
The poet’s manuscripts contain 46 vol-
umes and approximately 14,000 pages, 
being one the most prolific poets of his 
time. His most notable works include 
Luceafărul (The Vesper/The Evening 
Star/The Lucifer/The Daystar), Odăîn-
metru antic (Ode in Ancient Meter), 
and the five Letters (Epistles/Satires). 
In his poems he frequently used met-

aphysical, mythological and histori-
cal subjects. “Luceafarul” (Evening 
Star) is the most famous poetry of 
MihaiEminescu, started in 1873, but 
written and finished over many years 
until its publication in April 1883 in 
the Almanac of the “Romania Juna” 
student society in Vienna. After the 
publication in Vienna, the poem was 
then resumed in the same year in the 
magazine “Convorbiriliterare” and fi-
nally in the princeps volume entitled 
“Poesii” published in 1884.With 98 
stanzas, Luceafarul is the longest love 
poem in the world.
Eminescu’s poems have been trans-
lated into more than 60 languages, be-
ing one of the most appreciated love 
poets in Europe. Mihai Eminescu is 
considered as the first poet to make 
Romanian language a real object of 
art, since Romanian poetry was only 
at its beginnings. Having studied the 

philosophy, law, medicine, econom-
ics, sociology and other subjects, he 
gained a real success in his career as 
a journalist, and his articles of liter-
ary, social and political criticism were 
published in “Timpul” and “Curierul 
de Iaşi” newspapers. His entire jour-
nalist activity was put to the right of 
the Romanian people to live in the 
Romanian nation, supporting the Ro-
manians in Transylvania and Bucovi-
na in his articles.
NicolaeIorga, the Romanian histo-
rian, considers Eminescu“the god-
father of the modern Romanian 
language, in the same way that Shake-
speare is seen to have directly influ-
enced the English language”.
Mihai Eminescuis unanimously cele-
brated as the greatest and most rep-
resentative Romanian poet his legacy 
strongly influenced the Romanian liter-
ature and culture. – DNA

BERLIN: In a landmark 
case on the crimes commit-
ted by the Syrian regime, a 
German court on Thursday 
sentenced a former Syrian 
intelligence official to life 
in prison. Anwar Raslan, 
58, was convicted of com-
mitting crimes against hu-
manity, murders, torture, 
and sexual assault while 
serving as the head of the 
investigation unit at Da-
mascus' al-Khatib prison 
between 2011 and 2012.
The Higher Regional Court 
of Koblenz said he was a 
co-perpetrator in at least 
27 murders, 25 cases of 
dangerous physical injury, 

many cases of torture, and 
individual cases of sexual 
assault and rape.
Raslan was arrested in 
Germany in 2019 after Syr-
ian torture survivors and 
witnesses informed the au-
thorities. Germany’s unique 
legislation – the Code of 
Crimes against Internation-
al Law – gives courts uni-
versal jurisdiction over war 
crimes and crimes against 
humanity, and they can 
open full investigation into 
such crimes, even when 
they were not committed 
within its territory.
The European Center for 
Constitutional and Human 

Rights (ECCHR), which 
assisted Syrian torture sur-
vivors and investigated the 
crimes perpetrated by the 
Assad regime, welcomed the 
landmark ruling. “For the 
first time, a higher-ranking 
member of the Syrian regime 
has been convicted of crimes 
against humanity – also 
thanks to the tireless work 
of many activists and NGOs,” 
said Patrick Kroker, the EC-
CHR’s partner lawyer.
“The verdict today is only a 
first step in addressing the 
crimes in Syria – but this 
first step is often the most 
difficult. The goal remains 
to bring senior Assad asso-

ciates, such as former Air 
Force Intelligence chief 
Jamil Hassan, to justice for 
their crimes,” he added.
Germany’s Justice Minis-
ter Marco Buschmann said 
on Thursday that the court 
delivered a landmark ruling.
“Crimes against humani-
ty cannot go unpunished: 
No matter where they are 
committed, no matter who 
perpetrates them,” he said 
in a statement. Buschmann 
underlined that it is the re-
sponsibility of all countries 
to ensure that those who 
committed crimes against 
humanity in Syria will be 
brought to justice. – APP

Germany jails former 
Syrian regime official

ISLAMABAD: Advisor to the Prime Minister on Commerce and Investment, Abdul Razak Dawood 
in a meeting with Ambassador of Japan to Pakistan, Mitsuhiro Wada. – DNA

Uzbekistan holds 
military parade 

in Tashkent
TASHKENT: In honor of the 30th anniversary of the for-
mation of the Armed Forces of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
and on 14 January - Defender of the Motherland Day, a mili-
tary-patriotic parade was held in the capital with the partic-
ipation of military personnel of ministries and departments 
that are part of the Armed Forces.
The military-patriotic parade, which started at the 
Turkiston Palace, passed through the streets of Alish-
erNavoi, SharofRashidov, IslamKarimov and ended at 
the Friendship of Peoples Palace. More than 1,200 
representatives of law enforcement agencies and mili-
tary bands took part in the parade.
It would not be an exaggeration to say that the festive march 
with the participation of military personnel strengthened 
in the hearts of compatriots a sense of honor and pride in 
the power of the national army, for its combat potential and 
increased confidence in the bright tomorrow of our belov-
ed country, where peace and tranquility reign. And right 
now, a concert program is taking place on the Friendship of 
Peoples Square with the participation of military bands, a 
military ensemble and prominent artists. – APP

Europe at greatest 
risk of war in 30 

years, Poland warns
VIENNA: Europe is near-
er war than it has been in 
30 years, Poland’s foreign 
minister warned during the 
third round of diplomacy 
this week aimed at defus-
ing tensions over Russia’s 
demand that Ukraine never 
be allowed to join NATO. 
Addressing envoys from 
the 57 members of the 
Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE), Zbigniew Rau did 
not name Russia, but listed 

a string of conflicts in which 
Moscow’s involvement has 
been alleged. “It seems that 
the risk of war in the OSCE 
area is now greater than 
ever before in the last 30 
years,” Rau said in a speech 
outlining his country’s 
priorities as it holds the 
OSCE’s rotating chairman-
ship this year. “For several 
weeks we have been faced 
with the prospect of a major 
military escalation in East-
ern Europe.” – APP

Russia launches military 
drill near Ukraine's border

MOSCOW: The Russian 
Defense Ministry Thurs-
day announced the start of 
military exercises with the 
participation of more than 
10,000 soldiers near the 
border with Ukraine. The 
exercises are held at dif-
ferent training sites in the 
south of the country, includ-
ing near cities of Volgograd, 
Astrakhan, Stavropol, Ros-
tov, and Krasnodar, the min-

istry said in a statement.
The military personnel 
will train in tactical actions 
as part of reconnaissance 
and offensive operations, 
the statement added. On 
Wednesday, Russia and 
NATO held a meeting in 
Brussels regarding secu-
rity issues, including the 
situation in Ukraine. Af-
ter the meeting, Russian 
Deputy Foreign Minister 

AleksandrGrushko said 
Moscow expects a “defi-
nite” response from NATO 
to Russia’s proposals on 
security guarantees.
Russia, Ukraine, and 
NATO have stepped up 
military exercises as ten-
sions have intensified in 
recent weeks as Kyiv has 
openly accused Moscow of 
planning to stage an inva-
sion. – APP

11 killed in 
Philippine 
truck crash

MANILA: At least 11 peo-
ple were killed after a small 
truck packed with party-
goers, including children, 
overturned in the southern 
Philippines, police said 
Thursday.  The vehicle was 
travelling to a beachside re-
sort on Mindanao island for 
a postponed Christmas par-
ty on Wednesday when the 
driver lost control after the 
brakes apparently failed on 
a downhill section of road.
Around 50 people were 
crammed into the truck, 
most of them in the open 
tray, when it veered off the 
road and into a tree.  
The vehicle then flipped 
over onto a pile of rocks, 
Balingasag municipal po-
lice chief Major Teodoro 
De Oro said.
Eleven people were killed, 
including a three-year-old 
child, De Oro said, adding 
police were seeking to con-
firm another three deaths.
Scores of other passen-
gers were injured, includ-
ing a dozen children. The 
vehicle was part of a con-
voy of three trucks but 
the other two were not 
involved in the accident, 
De Oro said. – APP PID (I) No. 4776/21  
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BRUSSELS: The European Union will 
not negotiate with Russian authorities 
over the fate of Ukraine so long as 
Moscow is massing troops at the coun-
try’s border. The statement came from 
EU foreign policy chief, Josep Borrell, 
ahead of a meeting of EU defence and 
foreign ministers on Thursday.
“Russian movements are part of the 
pressure,” Borrell said, insisting 
that there “should not be negotiation 
under pressure.” “There will not be 
any decisions taken today because 
this is an informal meeting”, Bor-
rell added, though he indicated that 
a political statement is likely. The 
meeting comes after tense negotia-
tions between US and Russian offi-
cials in Geneva on Monday. “We have 
received assurances that nothing will 

be decided nor negotiated without the 
Europeans, and the coordination with 
the Americans is absolutely excellent,” 
Borrell said. The negotiations on Mon-
day failed to produce an agreement on 
de-escalating the conflict but saw both 
sides offer to continue talking.
Washington and its allies have accused 
Russia of planning an invasion after 
deploying some 100,000 troops in sev-
eral areas along Ukraine’s border.
The move has stoked fears of a re-
peat of 2014, when Moscow seized 
the Crimea peninsula and a pro-Rus-
sian insurgency broke out in eastern 
Ukraine that has since claimed more 
than 13,000 lives. As tensions have 
spiralled, Russia has also demanded 
that NATO must not admit new mem-
bers, including Ukraine. Moscow has 
also called for the United States to be 
barred from establishing new bases in 
former Soviet republics.

No Ukraine talks under pressure from Russia
The statement came from EU foreign policy chief, Josep Borrell, 

ahead of a meeting of EU defence and foreign ministers 

Briefs
‘NDMA 

responsible 
for Murree 

tragedy’
 

UsMan ChaUDhry

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High 
Court (IHC) heard a petition filed 
by Hamad Abbasi, a resident of 
Murree, seeking investigation into 
the Murree tragedy and action 
against those responsible. 
The petitioner took the position that 
when the tourists were dying from 
the toll plaza, why no one helped 
them. The administration is to blame 
for all this tragedy.
During the hearing, Chief Justice 
Athar Minallah said that tourists visit 
Murree every year. NDMA is such a 
big body. Has any meeting been held 
in this regard and timely steps have 
been taken? If not, tell the court why 
not. The Chief Justice declared the 
petition admissible and summoned 
the NDMA officials.
When the NDMA members appeared 
before the court, the Chief Justice 
expressed his anger and said that it 
was unfortunate that precious lives 
would not have been lost if the meet-
ing had been planned in advance. It 
was the responsibility of the NDMA 
to convene a meeting to formulate 
and implement a national manage-
ment plan for Murree. Had this plan 
been implemented, not a single civil-
ian would have been killed. 
The Chief Justice said that every-
one is cursing the people of Mur-
ree. What is their fault? All the 
people are lying behind the dead 
for no reason. 
Chief Justice Athar Minallah said 
that how could a hotelier take more 
money when a district plan was 
made. In eleven years, they have 
not been able to say whether there 
is a district plan or not.

Russian strikes 
in Syria kill 

11 IS fighters: 
monitor

Web Desk

BEIRUT: Russian air strikes in de-
sert areas of eastern Syria have 
killed 11 suspected members of the 
Islamic State group, following deadly 
attacks by the militants, a war moni-
tor reported Thursday.
The Syrian Observatory for Hu-
man Rights, which monitors casu-
alties of the decade-old conflict, 
said the overnight strikes focused 
on an area between Palmyra and 
Al-Sukhna.
“The militant organisation’s mem-
bers hide in caves in this area,” Ob-
servatory chief Rami Abdel Rahman 
said. The strikes killed 11 IS fight-
ers and wounded around 20 others, 
some of them seriously, he said.
They came after five Syrian pro-re-
gime fighters were killed and 14 
others wounded on Wednesday 
in an IS attack on their position 
in the city of AlBukamal near the 
border with Iraq. 
The Britain-based Observatory said 
some of the militants burned the 
bodies of some victims after the as-
sault. Earlier on Wednesday, a simi-
lar IS attack killed three pro-regime 
fighters and wounded five others in 
Deir Ezzor province, according to 
the monitor. 
Thursday’s strikes were the dead-
liest of their kind since November, 
when the Observatory reported 16 
killed in militant ranks.
Abdel Rahman said he had counted 
a total of 229 Russian air strikes 
against targets in the Syrian desert 
already this year. More than 1,636 
pro-regime fighters have been 
killed since March 2019, compared 
to 1,128 IS militants, according 
to the Observatory.  The Islamic 
State group’s self-declared cali-
phate once stretched across vast 
parts of Syria and Iraq and admin-
istered millions of inhabitants.

CCI approves 
conducting 

seventh census
ISLAMABAD: The Council of Com-
mon Interests (CCI) held a meet-
ing on Thursday and greenlighted 
the seventh population and hous-
ing census, media reported. 
The 49th meeting of the CCI 
was presided over by Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, while all 
provincial chief ministers were 
in attendance.
The CCI approved conducting the 
seventh population and housing 
census, including the establish-
ment of the “Census Monitoring 
Committee” that will be chaired 
by the deputy chairman of the 
planning commission, all provin-
cial chief secretaries, the chair-
man of the National Database and 
Registration Authority (NADRA), 
the chief commissioner of Islam-
abad Capital Territory (ICT), and 
other senior officials. 
The committee will supervise and 
monitor census activities to ensure 
expeditious, transparent, and cred-
ible census operations. – APP

Info Group 
officers 

must project 
national 

narrative
staff report

 

ISLAMABAD: Secretary Information 
and Broadcasting Shahera Shahid said 
on Thursday that the officers belong-
ing to the Information Group were as-
signed the most important task of pro-
jection of national narrative and it was 
necessary to equip them with the lat-
est knowledge.  Addressing the gradu-
ation ceremony of the Domain-Specific 
Training Programme of 32nd MCMC 
here at Information Service Academy 
(ISA), she said that the officers of the 
Information group have to update their 
knowledge on daily basis as they have 
to deal with various situations
every passing day.  She said that train-
ing and capacity building was vital for 
officers as they added to their knowl-
edge and gave them options to address 
various issues during service.
Shahera Shahid said that under-train-
ing officers should also give their 
input on the syllabus of the training 
so that its deficiencies could be im-
proved in the future. Earlier in his 
welcome address, Director General 
ISA Saeed Javed said that the acade-
my had the vision to inculcate a sense 
of responsibility and duty among all 
officers to serve the nation to the 
best of their ability.In the end, the 
chief guest distributed certificates 
among the participants of the training 
course. Besides Principal Information 
Officer Sohail Ali Khan and Chief In-
formation Commissioner Muhammad 
Azam, senior officers from the minis-
try also attended the ceremony.

US inflation 
surges to record 

high in four 
decades

WASHINGTON: US consumer pric-
es in December continued to rise at 
the fastest annual pace in almost 40 
years, which could push the Federal 
Reserve to raise interest rates earlier, 
the U.S. Labor Department reported 
on Wednesday. The consumer price 
index (CPI) last month rose 0.5 per-
cent from the previous month and 7.0 
percent from a year earlier, the largest 
12-month increase since June 1982, 
according to the Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics of the department.
The latest data marked a new high after 
the CPI in November rose 0.8 percent 
from the previous month and 6.8 per-
cent from a year earlier. The so-called 
core CPI, which excludes food and 
energy, rose 5.5 percent over the last 
12 months, up from 4.9 percent over 
the 12 months ending November, the 
report showed. The energy index rose 
29.3 percent over the last year and the 
food index increased 6.3 percent.
The inflation data came one day after 
U.S. Federal Reserve Chair Jerome 
Powell said that the central bank will 
have to raise interest rates more if in-
flation remains elevated.
“If we see inflation persisting at high 
levels longer than expected ... if we 
have to raise interest rates more over 
time, we will,” Powell said at his con-
firmation hearing before the Senate 
Banking Committee, noting that U.S. 
inflation is running “very far above” 
the central bank’s target of 2 percent.
Fed officials’ median interest rate 
projections released mid-December 
showed that the central bank could 
raise the federal funds rate, the bench-
mark interest rate, three times this 
year from its current record-low level 
of near zero. – APP

Rs 258 bln to 
be incurred on 

EVMs, ECP told
ISLAMABAD: The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) was informed 
on Thursday that a sum of Rs 258 bil-
lion would be incurred on procuring 
and other related expenditures of Elec-
tronic Voting Machines (EVMs).
The meeting of the ECP chaired by 
Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) 
Sikandar Sultan Raja was briefed about 
the roadmap and plan of action right 
from procuring to use the EVMs in the 
elections. The ECP decided to conduct 
pilot testing of EVMs, consult all stake-
holders and take them into confidence 
regarding the EVMs’use.
The forum was briefed about plans of 
storage, selection, maintenance and 
configuration of EVMs and difficul-
ties and stages of delivery at polling 
stations. The Commission was further 
informed that the establishment of 
Project Management Unit had been 
approved and the services of three of-
ficers were being hired in this regard.
The Commission expressed satisfac-
tion over the report and decided to 
ensure completion of RFP for procure-
ment of EVMs and tendering process 
for pilot project.
The forum decided to complete the 
process of procuring EVMs keeping in 
view the quality, secrecy and security 
of machines that too by complying with 
the relevant rules and regulations.
The three committees constituted 
to implement the recently passed 
laws related to use of Electronic Vot-
ing Machines (EVMs) and Internet 
voting for overseas Pakistanis pre-
sented their reports to the forum. 
The secretary election commission 
briefed the commission on those re-
ports of the committees. – APP

‘FM’s Romania, Spain 
visits highly successful’
Prime Minister Imran Khan launched the Pak-China Business Investment 

Forum, which is aimed at increasing investment in Pakistan and 
promoting business-to-business industrial cooperation

staff report

ISLAMABAD: Spokesman Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs Asim Iftikhar Ahmed 
has said Foreign Minister’s visit to 
Romania and Spain served to reinforce 
our longstanding friendship and coop-
eration with the two countries. 
During weekly press briefing he said, 
in Bucharest, the Foreign Minister 
called on the Romanian Prime Min-
ister, held meetings with the Roma-
nian Foreign Minister, Minister for 
Economy and other dignitaries. Two 
MoUs were signed - relating to Award 
of scholarships to Pakistani students; 
and Cooperation between the Feder-
ation of Pakistan Chambers of Com-
merce & Industry (FPCCI) and the 
Romanian Chamber of Commerce & 

Industry (RCCI). The Foreign Minis-
ter interacted with the Pakistani com-
munity, and also inaugurated ‘Pakistan 
Cultural & Trade Exhibition Center’ at 
the Pakistan Embassy. 
On the next leg in Madrid, the Foreign 
Minister held meetings with his Spanish 
counterpart, Minister of Industry, Trade 
and Tourism, members of the Foreign 
Relations Committee of Congress of 
Deputies and called on the President of 
Congress of Deputies of Spain. He also 
interacted with members of Academia, 
and the Pakistani community.  While in 
Madrid, Foreign Minister Qureshi also 
met the Secretary General of UN World 
Tourism Organization to exchange views 
on benefiting from WTO’s expertise for 
development and digital transformation 
of Pakistan’s tourism sector.
On 3 January, Prime Minister Imran 

Khan launched the Pak-China Business 
Investment Forum, which is aimed at 
increasing investment in Pakistan and 
promoting business-to-business industri-
al cooperation. The forum would endeav-
our to promote sustainable investment, 
export industry and the development of 
modern technology in Pakistan.
On 5 January, Secretary General of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), 
HE Nayef bin Falah Al-Hajraf, visited 
Pakistan on the invitation of the For-
eign Minister. Besides delegation-lev-
el talks with the Foreign Minister, 
the Secretary-General met with the 
Minister for Finance and Revenue, 
and Prime Minister’s Advisor for 
Commerce and Investment. The visit 
provided an opportunity to review Pak-
GCC relations and foster enhanced 
collaboration in diverse fields, with a 

renewed focus on trade and econom-
ic cooperation between Pakistan and 
GCC Member States.
A strong business delegation led by 
the Chairman of Oman Chamber of 
Commerce and Industries visited Pa-
kistan. The delegation called on the 
President, Prime Minister, Foreign 
Minister and other dignitaries. The 
visit imparted further impetus to bilat-
eral economic relationship.
The spokesman further said, Foreign 
Minister Qureshi inaugurated Interna-
tional Seminar on the theme of “Combat-
ing Corruption – A Prerequisite for the 
full enjoyment of all Human Rights and 
Sustainable Development”, organized by 
the Government of Pakistan and the OIC 
Independent Permanent Human Rights 
Commission in collaboration with the 
UN, in Islamabad on 6-7 January 2022. 

ISLAMABAD: Ms. Shahera Shahid Federal Secretary Ministry of Information and Broadcasting in  a group photo 
with  Information Ministry officers after their training session at the Information Service Academy. 

Director General ISA Saeed Javed and PIO Sohail Ali Khan and others also present. – DNA

Talks between Russia, US 
and NATO deadlocked 

MOSCOW: No reason to resume talks with Washington in the near future, 
since the negotiations between Russia, the US and NATO on security guar-
antees have deadlocked, Russian Deputy Foreign Minister Sergey Ryabkov 
stated on Thursday. "The US and its allies are actually telling us ‘no’ relat-
ing to the key points of [the proposals]. They are telling us ‘yes’ or agree 
to discuss further the issues that <…> are secondary compared with the 
non-expansion of NATO. To some extent, this is a dead end, a difference 
in approaches. <...> So far, I see no reason to <…> negotiate further," the 
senior diplomat noted. "By and large, we need not just some comments and 
verbal statements but something more familiar to diplomats, for example, 
texts or statements put on paper. If our colleagues follow this direction, 
it will be possible to resume a formal dialogue," the senior diplomat said, 
noting that Russia was seeking to reach an agreement with the US and 
NATO in the field of security. "Dialogue is better than confrontation, bet-
ter than silence or some kind of imitation <…>. Everything is possible, we 
need to vigorously pursue the right way," Ryabkov insisted. On Wednesday, 
the meeting of the NATO-Russia Council took place in Brussels, marking 
the second stage of consultations on security guarantees. – APP

Congo Army 
Chief lauds PAF 
professionalism 

Dna
 

ISLAMABAD:Lieutenant General Sika-
bwe Asinda Fall, Chief of Land Forces, 
Democratic Republic of Congo called 
on Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed 
Baber Sidhu, Chief of the Air Staff, Pa-
kistan Air Force in his office.
The visiting dignitary lauded profes-
sionalism of PAF personnel and ex-
ceptional progress made by PAF over 
the years, especially through indig-
enization. The Air Chief highlighted 
the cordial relations between the two 
countries and reiterated his resolve to 
further augment the existing coopera-
tion between the two Air Forces.
Various matters of mutual interest and 
professional cooperation also came 
under discussion during the meeting.

ISLAMABAD:Lieutenant General Sikabwe Asinda Fall, Chief of Land Forces, Democratic Republic 
of Congo called on Air Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu, Chief of the Air Staff, 

Pakistan Air Force in his office. – DNA

PM Imran Khan, Khattak 
engage in heated exchange

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister for 
Defence Pervez Khattak 
left the ruling Pakistan 
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) par-
liamentary party’s meeting 
held in Islamabad on Thurs-
day in fury following an 
‘altercation’ with Federal 
Minister for Energy Ham-
mad Azhar on the severe 
gas crisis in the country.

According to sourc-
es, when at last he was 
brought back to the meet-
ing room, Khattak did not 
spare Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan either whom he 
also severely criticized. 
He said this in the parlia-
mentary party meeting 
held in Islamabad ahead 
of the National Assembly 
session to get the Finance 
Supplementary Bill 2021 
approved. “We, the people 

of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP) got you elected as 
the country’s prime minis-
ter. But it is sad that there 
is an extreme gas shortage 
in the province. KP has the 
largest gas reservoirs. We 
also produce electricity. 
And still, we are deprived 
of these resources,” he re-
portedly said to the prime 
minister in anguish.
“And if the same situation 
persists, people of the prov-

ince will not vote for you,” 
he told PM Imran in clear 
and unambiguous terms. 
“If this is your attitude 
then we will not be able to 
vote,” he added. Upset over 
the ‘rebellious’ tone of his 
minister and a close confi-
dante, the prime minister 
left the room, saying, “If 
you are not satisfied with 
my ‘governance’, I ap-
point somebody else as 
my successor.”

 Hungary to 
offer fourth 

virus jab 
BUDAPEST: Hungary said Thursday 
it will offer a fourth coronavirus vac-
cine dose to citizens, after a consulta-
tion with a doctor amid a rapid rise in 
Covid-19 infection cases.
Denmark is the first EU country to of-
fer a fourth dose to citizens.
“Anyone can get a fourth corona-
virus jab based on a consultation 
with a doctor,” said Gergely Gulyas, 
Prime Minister Viktor Orban’s chief 
of staff. “The (government) decree 
about this will be published this 
week,” Gulyas told a press briefing 
in Budapest. – APP


