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TAKHT BHAI: Ambassadors and diplomats from various countries visiting Takht Bhayi. Atif Khan 
KPK Minister for Tourism facilitated the visit. – DNA

The delegation of ambassadors 
appreciated the steps taken by 

Government to preserve archeological 
sites and promote tourism, 
especially in Takht Bhayi
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Inflation to 
end before 

2023
MULTAN: Foreign Min-

ister Shah 
M a h m o o d 
Qureshi Sun-
day said that 
inflation was 
a temporary 

phenomenon and Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)gov-
ernment would control it be-
fore 2023. “The government 
is not indifferent to people 
and well aware their hard-
ships”. He expressed these 
views while addressing a 
function at Government 
Primary School Awanpura 
Middle School Upgradation 
and talking to people during 
his visit to different Union 
Councils of his constituency 
NA-156. He observed that 
government was striving 
hard to address public prob-
lems. – APP

Ashrafi 
stresses 
Ummah 
unity 

LAHORE: Special Assistant 
to Prime 
Minister on 
I n t e r f a i t h 
H a r m o n y 
and Reli-
gious Affairs 

Hafiz Muhammad Tahir Me-
hmood Ashrafi has stressed 
unity among different sec-
tions of Muslim Ummah 
to tackle international 
challenges. Addressing the 
Paigham-e-Mustfa confer-
ence, organised by the Shia 
Ulema Council Pakistan at 
Aiwan-e-Iqbal here on Sun-
day, he said that every mem-
ber of every sect should re-
spect each other as praying 
is the way of Holy Prophet 
Hazrat Muhammad PBUH 
while using dirty language is 
the way of Abu Jehel. – APP

Scholarships 
for 60,000 

youth
Mahnoor Ansar

ISLAMABAD: Special As-
sistant to 
the Prime 
Minister on 
Youth Affairs 
Muhammad 
Usman Dar 

on Sunday announced the 
registration of “Skills for 
All” the scholarships pro-
gramme to impart techni-
cal training among 60,000 
youth of the country.  In a 
tweet, he said the registra-
tion process of “Skills for 
All” has started under the 
banner of Kamyab Youth 
Program (KJP) to provide 
training to the youth in 250 
courses in more than one 
thousand institutions.

Briefs

Sheikh 
says his 

timely visit 
saved lives

RAWALPINDI: Federal Interior Minis-
ter Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed on Sunday 
spoke about the Murree tragedy — in 
which 23 people had lost their lives 
while being stuck in their vehicles due 
to heavy snow — and said that had he 
not visited the hill station following 
the news to oversee the situation, the 
toll would have been as high as 30 to 
40 instead of 23. Speaking to journal-
ists in Rawalpindi during his visit to 
inspect the Mother and Child Hospi-
tal (M&CH), the minister said that he 
went to Murree for the sake of human-
ity and not because he was a minister. 
Rasheed added the government had 
to summon the Rangers in Murree be-
cause people were not listening to po-
lice personnel and were trying to enter 
the hill station by force. 
Had the Rangers not been summoned, 
500 more vehicles would have entered 
Murree and that would have led to a 
bigger disaster, he said. – DNA

Probe holds 
authorities
responsible

Special Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: The five-member probe 
committee formed by the government 
to inquire about the Murree tragedy has 
completed its investigation on Sunday 
and has revealed that the incident oc-
curred due to administrative negligence, 
media reported citing sources.
According to sources, after completing 
its investigation — which was based on 
interviews of victims and administrative 
officials — the probe committee has de-
parted from the hill station to Lahore.
The inquiry committee is expected to 
present its report to the Punjab Chief 
Minister Sardar Usman Buzdar on Mon-
day, sources said. The probe committee 
prepared its report after recording the 
statements of victims and more than 30 
officers from different administrative 
departments in Murree. The probe has 
revealed that on the day of the incident, 
several snowploughs were parked at the 
same place which led to road blockages, 
the administrative staff was absent from 
duty, while a blizzard warning from the 
metrological department was blatantly 
neglected, according to sources.
On January 8, 23 people had died due 
to carbon monoxide poisoning while be-
ing stuck in their cars as thousands of  

Continued on Page 06

The committee prepared its report 
after recording the statements of 
victims and more than 30 officers

Shamim Shahid

PESHAWAR--- Pakistani militants asso-
ciated with banned Tehrik Taliban Pa-
kistan (TTP) and other smaller groups 
or loyal to independent self-styled com-
manders are faced with serious situation 
across the border in Afghanistan as on 
one hand, the Taliban regime initiated 
their enrolment and on the other facing 
worst kind of threats to lives.
After the mysterious killing of Mufti 
Khalid Balti ( Khurasani), a report 
regarding alleged food poisoning of 
banned TTP Chief Mufti Noor Wali 
Mehsud also went viral through social 
media. So far neither that news was 
contradicted nor endorsed but such 

type of reports confirm serious se-
curity and logistic issues for all those 
Pakistani militants who are either 
reluctant to surrender or to desist 
themselves from carrying out violent 
and terror acts in Pakistan.   
Situation for these Pakistani militants 
further worsened with mysterious 
killing of Muhammad Khalid Bal-
ti commonly known as Muhammad 
Khurasani. Banned TTP through a 
communiqué confirmed killing of 
Muhammad Khurasani, terming it a 
serious loss. However, banned TTP 
neither made public details of attacks 
which lead to Khurasani killing nor 
blamed any one organ in this respect.

Continued on Page 06

TTP men in hot waters as 
noose tightens around them

After mysterious killing of Mufti Khalid Balti ( Khurasani), a report 
regarding alleged food poisoning of banned TTP Chief Mufti Noor 

Wali Mehsud also went viral through social media; Haqqani network 
is already having close links and influence in Pakistan

Shamim Shahid 

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Minis-
ter Atif Khan accompanied  by diplomats 
from different countries and their families 
visited Takht Bhayi’s archeological site in 
Mardan district. 
During the visit, Director Archeology Dr. 
Abdul Samad gave a detailed briefing to 
the diplomats regarding archeology and 
its preservation.  Deputy Commissioner 
Mardan Habib Ullah Arif received the for-
eigners’ delegation on arrival.
Mr. Leopoldo Ambassador of Argentine, Mr. 
Suh Sangpyo Ambassador of South Korea, 
Mr. Manuel Duran Ambassador of Spain, 

Mr. Mohammed Karmoune Ambassador of 
Morocco, and other foreign guests visited 
the archeological site with their families.
Atif Khan briefing the visitors said that 
Pakistan is a beautiful country; Takht 
Bhai is of great importance not only for 
the world but also for Pakistan.  The pos-
itive image will be further  be enhanced 
and employment opportunities will be cre-
ated through religious tourism.
The delegation of ambassadors appreci-
ated the steps taken by Government to 
preserve archeological sites and promote 
tourism. The delegation said it was in-
debted to the minister for providing them 
with an opportunity of exploring the gran-
deur of the place. 

Nawaz responsible 
for inflation: Fawad
Loan worth Rs 23 trillion was taken from 

2008 to 2018, Fawad Chaudhry says
Abid Raza

LAHORE: Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting Chaudhry 
Fawad Hussain said 
on Sunday that former 
Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif, now living in the 
most expensive property 
in London, was directly 
responsible for the current inflation in 
the countr. Talking to media here, the 
minister said that today, Pakistan took 
only Rs 6 trillion loan from 1947 to 
2008 and strengthened armed forces, 
purchased Gwadar, built the capital city 
of Islamabad and the country became a 
nuclear power. He said that loan worth 
Rs 23 trillion was taken from 2008 to 
2018 when the PPP and PML-N were in 
power. The minister said that Pakistan  

Continued on Page 06

Shahbaz 
‘asked for a 
deal for four 
people’: Gill 

Ishfaq Mughal

FAISALABAD: Special Assistant to 
the Prime Minister on Political Com-
munication Shahbaz Gill on Sunday 
claimed that Leader of the Opposi-
tion in the National Assembly Shah-
baz Sharif has “asked for a deal for 
four people”. Addressing a media 
conference in the city, Gill said to 
the Sharifs: “However much of a deal  

Continued on Page 06

Shahbaz 
says he is 

PM’s worst 
nightmare

Bureau Report

LAHORE: PML-N President and 
Leader of the Opposition in the 
National Assembly Shahbaz Sharif 
lashed out at the PTI-led govern-
ment for the rising inflation in the 
country and said that he will give 
the government a tough time be-
cause of that. “I am [Imran Khans’s] 
worst nightmare,” the PML-N pres-
ident said. Talking to the media in 
Lahore on Saturday, Shahbaz said 
that the country is witnessing record 
inflation for the first time in history, 
while poverty and unemployment 
are also persistently increasing due 
to the policies of the incumbent gov-
ernment. “It is the result of Imran 
Khan Niazi’s and his government’s 
negligence and corruption,” he said.

Islamabad
Murree Tragedy

Three including 
two children, 

woman killed in 
Taliban firing 

Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: At least three per-
sons including women and two 
children were killed when Taliban 
soldiers reportedly opened firing 
against people in front of passport 
office at Mehtarlam head quarter 

Continued on Page 06

Known 
religious 

�¿�J�X�U�H��
killed 
Bureau Report

PESHAWAR: Sheikh Abdul Hameed 
a known religious figure from Ahli 
Hadith School of thoughts was killed 
and his brother seriously injured in 
an attack at Qazi Kelli Peshawar on 
Sunday evening. The initial reports 
reveal that Sheikh Abdul Hameed 
was boarding on his car along with 
brother Sheikh Muhammad Rahma-
ti. Some unknown assailants riding 
on motorbike opened firing with AK 
47. As a result both sustained seri-
ous injuries. They were shifted to 
nearby hospital where Sheikh Abdul 
Hameed succumbed to injuries.
The relatives informed that Sheikh 
Muhammad Rahmati is in critical 
condition. So far no one claimed re-
sponsibility for latest attack against 
Abdul Hameed.
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P AKISTAN’S GDP growth is expected 
to reach a four-year high of 5-6% in 
the financial year ending June 2022, 

but the nation is on the verge of a flexibility 
catastrophe, with the requiring gross ex-
ternal financing of USD 51.6 billion inside 
a two-12 months period (2021-2023) on the 
way to satisfy its needs.
Despite putting very conservative es-
timates assessed through the IMF, 
Pakistan’s gross external financing re-
quirement stands at USD 23.6 billion in 
2021-22 and USD 28 billion in 2022-23. 
Pakistan has been plagued by financial cri-
ses in the past too, including massive in-
flation, current account and trade imbal-
ances, decreasing foreign reserves, and 
currency devaluations. It is once again 
confronted with a mixture of these issues. 
Now Pakistan’s economy is going to face 
a three-dimensional  challenge: interna-
tionally, it is trying to grapple with rising 
prices of basic natural resources such as 
oil, gas, wheat, and sugar, as well as un-
usually high shipping cost on its foreign 
trade; regional basis, it is struggling with 
the economic and financial repercussions 
of an extremely volatile situation in Af-
ghanistan; and domestically, it is trying to 
come to terms with a falling rupee value 
and a lack of resources to keep electricity, 
gas, wheat, and sugar prices stable.
It is critical to investigate the source of the 
problem. The first is a faster-than-expected 
recovery of industrial production in major 
economies during Covid-19. As a conse-
quence of the increased worldwide need for 
energy and other commodities as a result 
of the recovery, fuel prices have risen. The 

effect of rising commodity prices has been 
exacerbated by Pakistan’s high landing ex-
penses. Then there is the rupee’s depre-
ciation versus the US dollar, which makes 
Pakistani imports even more expensive. It 
is important to note that the present price 
increase is influenced by a number of oth-
er variables. Seasonal supply changes, for 
example, impact the cost of perishable food 
commodities such as vegetables and fruit. 
In previous recent days, a hike in the min-
imum support price of wheat (almost by 
Rs10 per kilograms in Punjab and Rs15 per 
kilograms in Sindh) had an inflationary ef-
fect on end customers. 
While worldwide prices of commodities 
drive inflation, regressive domestic poli-
cies haven’t helped matters. According to 
a World Bank paper co-authored by Daud 
Khan, Namash Nazar, and Willem Janssen, 
Islamabad has “systematically penalized 
the production of high-value products by 
focusing support on wheat and sugarcane.” 
As a result, Pakistan continues to import 
horticulture items, dairy products, and cot-
ton to support the domestic textile sector, 
despite having a large number of animals 
performing below potential, according to 
the authors.
Many people believe that the rupee should 
be strengthened in order to make imports 
cheaper. This, nevertheless, does not work be-
cause some factors for instance, the rupee’s 
strength or weakness is heavily influenced by 
the state of the economy as well as currency 
exchange inflows and outflows. Maintaining 
the rupee artificially strong will drain our little 
foreign currency reserves, which we need to 
fund our current account deficit, if economic 
growth is slow and foreign exchange outflows 
are greater than inflows, as is the case with 
Pakistan these days.

Despite putting very conservative estimates 
assessed through the IMF, Pakistan’s gross 

external financing requirement stands at USD 
23.6bn in 2021-22 and USD 28 billion in 2022-23

‘Trade Diversification 
Policy’ boost country’s 

exports: Razak
The adviser said that Pakistan is currently in the process of 

introducing new markets and new products in addition to traditional 
markets and traditional export products in which the present 

government has made great strides despite the Covid -19 period
ISLAMABAD: Adviser to the Prime 
Minister on Commerce and Invest-
ment, Abdul Razak Dawood on Sunday 
said the government has fully imple-
mented the trade diversification policy 
and is currently seeing an increase in 
Pakistan’s product and geographical 
exports in the global market.
The main objective of the govern-
ment’s Trade Diversification Policy’ 
is to introduce new trade products 
of a country’s exports and to create 
new non-traditional markets at glob-
al and regional level to increase do-
mestic exports, Abdul Razak Dawood 
told APP here. 
For the last seventy years, Pakistan ex-
ports have depended on the traditional 
markets of ten countries, and local tex-
tiles have relied on only five markets, 
including the United States, China, 
European Union, the United Kingdom 
and Bangladesh, he said.
The adviser said that Pakistan is cur-
rently in the process of introducing 
new markets and new products in ad-
dition to traditional markets and tra-
ditional export products in which the 
present government has made great 

strides despite the Covid -19period.
The Ministry of Commerce has 
launched the ‘Look Africa campaign’ 
in search of new unconventional mar-
kets and did a lot of work on Central 
Asian markets, which has resulted in 
good exports.
He said that in addition, new industrial 
units are being set up to promote prod-
uct diversification to boost domestic 
exports in information technology, 
light engineering including tractors, 
fisheries and electronics and mobiles. 
So far, Country’s exports of non-tradi-
tional products, including information 
technology, have grown by 60 percent 
in the last four months. 
Razak Dawood said that the increase 
in the existing exports was a manifes-
tation of good policy of the present 
government during Covid -19.
He said that like Association of South 
East Asian Nations (ASEAN), “We also 
need to strengthen the our regional 
bloc in South Asian Association fo.r 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) and in-
crease bilateral trade activities in the 
regional countries.”
He said that the government has re-

duced tariffs and duties on raw mate-
rials to zero per cent to increase the 
country’s exports.
These include Textile, Fiber and Jute 
where tariffs are discounted.
Replying to a question, he said that 
Pakistan exports to Central Asian Re-
publics (CARs) countries increased 
to USD $ 145 million in 2020-21 from 
USD $ 104 million in 2019-20.
For six months, from July-December 
2021, these exports increased by 173 
percent to USD$ 134 million from 
USD 49 million during the same peri-
od last year, he said.
The Ministry of Commerce’s ‘Silk 
Route Reconnect’ initiative is now 
bearing results, he added.
To increase the trilateral trade Volume 
with CARs, the Adviser said that the 
Pakistan-Uzbekistan Transit Trade 
Agreement was signed in 2021 at Tash-
kent and both the countries discussed 
opening banks in each other’s country.
“We are negotiating Preferential Trade 
Agreements (PTAs) with Afghanistan, 
Azerbaijan and Uzbekistan”, adding, 
transit trade agreements were also be-
ing negotiated. – APP
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TAKHT BHAI: KPK Minister Atif Khan briefs diplomats about the archaeological 
site of Takht Bhai. – DNA

Exclusive talk on 
“Leadership in Changing 

Times” held at IoBM

Nazir Siyal

KARACHI: Tariq Khan, 
the author of ‘Leadership 
in Changing Times’, was 
in conversation with Java-
id Ahmed, at the Institute 
of Business Management 
(IoBM), Karachi on Sat-
urday. Present on this oc-
casion were Talib Karim, 
President IoBM; Khalid 
Jawed Khan, Attorney Gen-
eral for Pakistan, along 
with corporate executives 
of Pakistan. IoBM’s Rec-
tor, Deans, HoDs, faculty, 
management, and students 
were also present. The fire-
side chat explored various 
dimensions of the book 
especially the topics such 
as leadership, innovation, 
adapting to change to name 
a few. Tariq Khan said that 
rigid leaders are forgotten 
soon while adaptive leaders 
are remembered for chang-
ing the environment with 
time. When talking about 
cognitive flexibility with 
adaptive leadership, he said 
that healthcare is a prime 
concern in changing times 

Pakistan on the verge 
of financial crisis 

and in the current post-pan-
demic era. When discussing 
women in leadership posi-
tions, he said that Pakistan 
will reach new heights of 
success when women’s em-
powerment is encouraged 
in all fields.
During his speech, Khalid 
Jawed Khan appreciated 
Tariq Khan’s endeavors to 
write an in-depth book on 
leadership. He said that 
leaders lead by example 
and extract the best out 
of their people. Talib Ka-
rim, during his concluding 
remarks, acknowledged 
Tariq Khan’s initiative to 
discuss leadership and its 
various traits. When dis-
cussing leadership, Talib 
Karim appreciated the 

Pakistan government’s 
stance on fighting Cov-
id-19 and the effectiveness 
of implementing rules 
in such uncertain times. 
Tariq Khan is the Founder 
and CEO, Global Diversity 
Marketing; Adjunct Profes-
sor, Marketing and Leader-
ship, New York University, 
and Chairman, Board of 
Trustees, Stratford Univer-
sity, Virginia, U.S.A. 
The moderator of the ses-
sion, Javaid Ahmed is Head 
of Strategy and Accredita-
tion, IoBM; Consultant and 
Trainer, Strategic Planning 
and Market Creation. The 
event was moderated by Dr. 
Asima Faisal, HoD, Health 
and Hospital Management 
Department, IoBM.

Development
 opens up new 

avenues in KPK

News Desk

PESHAWAR: Massive turnaround in com-
munication infrastructure projects in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa has brought about posi-
tive transformation in lives of the people by 
stimulating economic growth.
Development of highways and motorways 
has not only revolutionized tourism, trade 
and business activities in the province but 
also help generate job opportunities for un-
employed youth. Projects in multiple sectors 
have improved farm to market access, better 
education and health facilities, flourished 
businesses, enhanced agricultural produce 
and promoted transport and tourism busi-
ness. Despite hiccups and load of foreign 
loans, the government successfully complet-
ed mega Swat Expressway, Economic Zones 
and Bus Rapid Transport (BRT) projects be-
sides routine development initiatives to pave 
way for socioeconomic uplift of the people.
Swat Motorway, a valuable communication 
project completed by the previous PTI-led 
government, had brought a positive rev-
olution in transportation, trade and tour-
ism sectors in the province especially in 
Malakand division.

“It is playing an instrumental role by bol-
stering tourism and adventure sports in 
entire Malakand Division, especially in 
Swat, attracting millions of tourists from 
across the country,” said Latifur Rehman, 
Spokesperson of KP Tourism and Arche-
ology Department. 
“As a result, hotel and transport sectors 
witnessed a great boom in KPK including 
Malakand division where revenue genera-
tion touched new limits,” he said. “During 
the festivals and peaks tourism seasons, 
millions of people visit these areas mak-
ing the local traders and the government 
to earn billions of rupees.”
Following the successful completion of the 
81 kilometres Swat Motorway (Phase-I) 
from Karnal Sher Khan interchange Swabi 
to Chakdara Lower Dir with an estimated 
cost of Rs 34 billion, the government has 
taken a principle decision to construct Swat 
Motorway Phase-II from Chakdara to Ma-
dain to open up the entire Swat district for 
tourists and adventure sports lovers.
Managing Director, Pakhtunkhwa Highway 
Authority, Engineer Amir Durrani said Swat 
Motorway Phase –II was a landmark com-
munication project that would be completed 
with an estimated cost of Rs 38 billion. 

Development of highways and motorways has 
not only revolutionized tourism, trade and 

business activities in the province but also help 
generate job opportunities for unemployed youth

Teacher to 
play pivotal 

role in social 
reforms

ABBOTTABAD: Speaker 
Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa 
A s s e m b l y 
M u s h t a q 
A h m a d 
Ghani on 
S u n d a y 
said teachers have a great 
role to bring social reform 
and to create sense of re-
sponsibility among young-
er generation. 
While addressing a Salam 
Teacher convention organ-
ized by Pak Teachers Fo-
rum here he said teachers 
were the architects of the 
future generation and the 
incumbent government al-
ways focused on the well 
being of youth, adding, 
Prime Minister Imran 
Khan always highlighted 
the importance and re-
spect of teachers on every 
forum. The convention 
was aimed to highlight 
importance of the role 
of teachers in reforming 
society and to encourage 
teachers. – APP

Police 
recover 11.2 
kg hashish

SWABI: The district police 
here on Sunday recovered 
11.2 kg of hashish and ar-
rested three drug peddlers 
in separate raids.
In a statement issued by 
DPO office, the patrolling 
squad at Maneri area arrest-
ed two drug peddlers and 
recovered 7.2 kg hashish 
from their possessions. The 
arrested were identified as 
Salman and Zar Ali.
Meanwhile, Topi police 
during snap checking of 
vehicles at Batakara have 
checked a rickshaw and ar-
rested a peddler identified 
as Abubakar after recover-
ing 4 kg hashish from his 
possession. The cases have 
been registered while fur-
ther investigation is in pro-
gress. – APP

DC directs officers to pass on 
all possible relief to masses

ABBOTTABAD: Deputy Commission Abbottabad Tariq Salam Marwat Sunday directed 
all the district administration officers to facilitate the masses in the provision of services 
and pass on all possible relief in the wake of rising inflation and take strict action against 
violations.  He expressed these views while chairing a meeting of administrative staff to 
review their performance. All the officers apprised DC about their performances while 
Tariq Salim Marwat also addressed the issues of citizens, law enforcement and various 
services including speedy resolution of revenue court cases, improvement in general 
administration, price checking, access to remote areas, ease of driving and armament 
license, market and rate checking. DC directed strict implementation of price list issued 
by the district administration, action on illegal profiteering and arbitrary increase in meat 
including chicken meat prices. He also ordered the officers for daily basis monitoring of 
the price-fixing in order to solve the problems of the citizens. – APP

KP govt 
ensuring 
excellent 

healthcare 
facilities

PESHAWAR: The inclusion 
of Peshawar Institute of Car-
diac in International Health 
Centers is a manifestation 
of the excellent health policy 
of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
government, said Special 
Assistant to the Chief Minis-
ter Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for 
Information and Public Rela-
tions Barrister Muhammad 
Ali Saif .
Talking to media men here 
on Sunday, he said that the 
welfare of the people is the 
first priority of the provincial 
government. 
Revolutionary measures 
have been taken in many 
areas, including health care, 
education, police reform and 
governance, Muhammad Ali 
Saif said. Thanks to these rev-
olutionary and people-friendly 
policies of the KP govern-
ment under the leadership 
of Chief Minister Mahmood 
Khan that is why Peshawar 
Institute of Cardiology has 
ranked one of the best health 
centers in the world. Barrister 
Saif described the nomination 
for the Peshawar Institute of 
Cardiology (ISO-9001) certif-
icate, the only state-of-the-art 
cardiology hospital in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, as an honor for 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa gov-
ernment and people.
It is an honor and certainly a 
historical day for the people 
of KP that PIC is the first gov-
ernment hospital in Pakistan 
to be nominated for ISO certi-
fication. The Special Assistant 
for Information paid tribute to 
the entire management of the 
Peshawar Institute of Cardiol-
ogy and hoped that they would 
continue their work with the 
same determination and hard 
work and serve the citizens as 
well as brighten the name of 
the province. – APP



W HEN a Russian-led military 
force intervened earlier this 
month, it did more than help 

Kazakh President Qasym-Johart Toqa-
yev restore and strengthen his grip on 
power following days of protest and vio-
lent clashes with security forces.
The intervention brought to the fore a 
brewing competition for spheres of influ-
ence in Eurasia between perceived Rus-
sian and Turkish worlds whose bounda-
ries are defined by civilization and /or 
language rather than a nation state’s 
internationally recognized borders. It is 
a competition that also impacts China, 
whose troubled Turkic north-western 
province of Xinjiang borders Kazakh-
stan.Although not incorporated in the 
Turkey-led Organisation of Turkic States 
(OTS), the group, which also includes 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, 
and Azerbaijan, recently signalled its af-
finity to China’s Turkic Muslims.
China’s brutal crackdown on religious 
and ethnic expressions of Uighur iden-
tity has sparked public dissent in Ka-
zakhstan and Turkey and forced the 
two governments to perform a delicate 
balancing act to not always successfully 
avoid the People’s Republic’s wrath.
Countering perceptions that the Rus-
sian-led intervention in Kazakhstan 
boosted Moscow’s security primacy 
in Central Asia and weakened Turkish 
aspirations, widely respected Russia 
scholar Dmitri Trenin suggested that 
salvaging Mr. Toqayev was the best of 
President Vladimir Putin’s bad options.
“In order to preserve stable relations 
with an important ally, partner, and 
neighbour, official Russia has often 
turned a blind eye to the rise of ethnic 
Kazakh nationalism and reports of de 
facto discrimination against ethnic Rus-
sians in the country. Toqayev is by no 
means Moscow’s client, yet allowing 
him…to be toppled would, in Moscow’s 
thinking, allow the forces of ultra-nation-
alism to come to the fore,” Mr. Trenin 
said.Kazakhstan and other Central 
Asian nations, seeking to balance their 
relationships with Moscow and Beijing 
in the wake of the United States’ aban-
donment of the region with the with-
drawal of US forces from Afghanistan, 
see Ankara as a potential hedge.
Led by authoritarians who fear an-
ti-government protests at home, Russia 
and Turkey had a common interest in 
beating back a popular revolt in Ka-
zakhstan. As a result, standing aside as 
Russia stepped in may have best served 
Turkey’s interests.
Despite its close military ties with Ka-

zakhstan, a Turkish intervention may 
have upset the delicate management 
of the Turkey-Russian relationship. The 
relationship is fraught with disputes in 
which the two countries are often on 
opposite sides of the divide.
While Turkish support for Mr. Toqayev 
may not have gone down well with Ka-
zakh protesters, it is not likely to have 
put much of a dent in Turkish soft pow-
er in Central Asia that is built on linguis-
tic and ethnic affinity, the popularity of 
Turkish music and cinematic produc-
tions, and investment in glitzy shopping 
malls. Turkey also benefits from being a 
player that has successfully challenged 
Russia in regional conflicts such as the 
Caucasus, where it backed Azerbaijan 
in its 2020 war with Armenia, and fur-
ther afar in Libya and Syria.
In a rivalry for dominance of the Black 
Sea, Turkey has also backed Ukraine 
and forged close defense ties with the 
embattled country. Home to a large 
Crimean Tatar Diaspora, Turkey has vo-
cally supported the Turkic community 
on the Ukrainian peninsula that Russia 
annexed in 2014.
Finally, Turkey has at times, albeit in-
termittently, taken China to task for 
its brutal crackdown on ethnic and 
religious expression of Turkic Muslim 
identity in Xinjiang. China sees the pro-
jection of a Uyghur ethnic, cultural, and 
religious identity as a mortal threat.
Turkish assertiveness seemingly em-
boldened Central Asian members of 
the Organisation of Turkic States, the 
formal Turkic equivalent of Mr. Putin’s 
notion of a Russian World that defines 
its frontiers defined by the geography 
of Russian speakers and adherents to 
Russian culture rather than interna-
tional law. Central Asian members of 
the organisation, a brainchild of the 
now embattled former president of Ka-
zakhstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev, joined 
Turkey at its recent summit in Novem-
ber in Istanbul in sending subtle and 
less subtle signals to both Russia and 
China as well as Iran, countries with 
Turkic-speaking minorities.
Raising the stakes further, 19 Uighur 
exiles have filed a criminal complaint 
with a Turkish prosecutor against Chi-
nese officials, accusing them of com-
mitting genocide, torture, rape, and 
crimes against humanity.Turkey is 
home to some 50,000 Uighurs, the larg-
est community outside of China. Long 
a supporter of Uighur religious and 
cultural aspirations, Turkey has been 
careful not to allow the groups’ plight 
to rupture its relations with Beijing.
Responding in October to assertions 
by China’s deputy ambassador to the 
United Nations, Geng Shuang, that Tur-
key had illegally invaded north-eastern 
Syria and was depriving Kurds of water, 
Turkish representative Feridun Sinirli-
oglu thundered that his country would 
not be lectured by “those who violate 
international human rights law and in-
ternational humanitarian law.”
It was a war of words in which the ket-
tle was calling the pot black. It’s not 
human rights, violated with abandon 
by all the region’s players, that are at 
stake. What is at stake is an interna-
tional order based on legally defined 
nation-states that civilisational leaders 
like Messrs. Putin and Erdogan seek to 
rejigger with the law of the jungle that 
allows them to shift state boundaries at 
will in geopolitical jockeying.

–Dr. James M. Dorsey is an 
award-winning journalist and 

scholar and a Senior Fellow at the 
National University of Singapore’s 

Middle East Institute.
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National Security Policy Avoiding 
superspreadersT HE government’s announcement of its citizen-cen-

tric National Security Policy (NSP) comes at a time 
when it is arguably needed the most. The past few 

years have seen our economy reel from both imported and 
homegrown inflation, alongside rapid devaluation of the Ru-
pee and a perennially skewed trade balance.
This is why the NSP’s focus on economic security and welfare 
of the public is certainly something that is becoming more of an 
urgent need with every passing day.
The government has only released portions of this policy 
to the general public, but that is understandable consider-
ing that issues of hardcore security should be kept close-
ly guarded. Beyond the economy, the document looks to 
frame a comprehensive and all-encompassing strategy in 
both traditional and novel lines of defence.
Threats from India naturally entail a focus on both internal 
and regional security, but the policy goes a step further 
and recognises the new spheres of conflict, in the realms of 
cyberspace and even space security.
It is clear that the state is looking to expand its capacity to 
stave off threats in these varied spheres, which naturally re-
quires investment. However, what is admirable here is that 
there will be a greater focus on indigenisation than ever 
before, which is needed if Pakistan is to become more self 
reliant in matters of both economy and defence.
Another important aspect of the NSP is that it will be reviewed 
regularly by the National Security Committee (NSC) to both 
monitor progress and allow for any trajectory changes when 
needed. For decades, we have been our own worst enemy in 
terms of the reactive approach to policymaking that succes-
sive governments have employed. It is hoped that consistent 
reviews and properly charted milestones will help in changing 
tack and becoming more flexible and proactive in determining 
how to get Pakistan to put its best foot forward, for the econo-
my, human development and defence.

W ITH as many as 96 food stalls to cater to the thousands 
that have poured into the Beach View Park, Karachi Eat 
is an event that seems to be undisturbed by the ongoing 

fifth wave. The fact that such a large event is taking place in a city 
where the positivity ratio has surpassed 31 percent is perplexing. 
Without any official federal limitations imposed, it is up to the 
provincial government to take a stand.
For weeks, the government has been stressing that all efforts 
are going towards ensuring that Pakistan does not reach a point 
where a national lockdown is needed because of the immense 
strain it will have on the economy. Similarly, another objective is 
to keep schools open for as long as possible amidst the new Omi-
cron wave. These are very high aims considering the kind of social 
events that are being held uninterrupted and the lack of govern-
ment regulation regarding the implementation of safety protocols.
Karachi Eat is one such event where individuals of all ages have col-
lected to try out all sorts of cuisines. Even though the organisers are 
being careful about maintaining social distance, checking vaccination 
cards and enforcing a strict policy of wearing a mask, the nature of the 
festival is such that there is bound to be some exposure. People are 
likely to group together at stalls and tables, without their mask, which 
means that some transmission may be possible especially when there 
are hundreds in attendance from across the city.
This is the point where we must be careful and the provincial gov-
ernments must assume responsibility. They are well within their 
rights to take autonomous action regarding imposing restrictions 
on social gatherings of this magnitude even when no such federal 
policy has been enacted. Without this initiative, the burden on the 
economy, hospitals and countless families is bound to increase and 
these very governments will find themselves seeking solutions for 
a problem that could have been prevented much earlier. We have 
reached the highest number of daily cases since September last 
year and with the way things are going, the situation will only get 
worse unless the authorities take action.
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P AKISTAN is rich in natural resourc-
es and this is no exaggeration by any 
means.  Consider gold and copper 

for a while. Historically, a substantial quan-
tity of Gold was sent to the Greeks as tax 
after Alexander came to know about this 
wealth in our part of the world. But where 
is the treasure? and answer is: Reko Diq, 
one of the largest copper and gold mines in 
the world: having estimated reserves of 5.9 
billion tons of ore grading, 0.41% copper 
and gold reserves amounting to 41.5 million 
oz. High deposits of Gold and copper is the 
actual reason of Reko Diq significance, but 
popularity of Reko Diq is associated with 
Reko Diq case. Let me give you a context.   
An agreement, generally known as CHEJ-
VA (Chagai Hills Exploration Joint Venture 
Agreement) was signed between Australian 
mining company BHP Billiton and the gov-
ernment of Balochistan back in 1993. The 
purpose of agreement was to allow BHP 
Billiton to explore the existence of copper 
and gold deposits at the RekoDiq Mine, 
conduct feasibility study, and later the com-
pany would extract copper and gold. BHP 
Biliton had 75% of share and rest was with 

the government of Balochistan. In 2000, 
BHP handed over its contract to another 
Australian company: Mincor Resources, 
and one another company TCC (Tethyan 
Copper Company) procured the project in 
2006. Right after TCC took control of the 
project, a lawsuit was filed in Balochistan 
high court against the agreement; claiming 
it to be illegal and contrary to the provi-
sions of Pakistani law. However, the claim 
was discarded by the High Court and CHE-
JVA was declared legal and valid, but the 
ripple did not fadeout. 
In 2010, TCC completed the feasibility study 
and shared the findings with government of 
Balochistan. Later, in 2011 TCC submitted 
a Mine Lease Application to receive a for-
mal permission for excavating the copper 
and gold; as per the agreement.  The lease 
application by TCC was turned down by 
the provincial government.  It was realized 
after almost 2 decades that the agreement 
conditions are not in favor of the people of 
Balochistan, therefore Govt. of Balochistan 
asked to revise the condition, for instance i) 
performing smelting and refining in Pakistan 
as opposed to the original agreement where 
smelting and refining would be done outside 
Pakistan, ii) increase royalty rates, iii) review 
financial model, iv) hiring more local popula-
tion in the project. In fact the then political 
leadership (today’s PML-N) was not good 
enough in calculating good negotiations or 
they must have calculated the transection to 
their bank accounts well.  However, TCC re-
fused to revise the conditions, took the mat-
ter to ICSID (International Centre for Set-
tlement of Investment Disputes); the World 
Bank Group, and demanded $11.43 billion in 
damages for such unanticipated and abrupt 
termination of the agreement.Moreover, in 
2013 SCP (Supreme Court of Pakistan) de-
clared the CHEJVA agreement as void, and 
called it contrary to public policy. SCP fur-
ther stated that TCC has no legal rights to 
start excavation in Reko Diq.
In 2017, the ICSID passed a verdict in favor 
of TCC and approved a legitimate expectation 
of receiving the mining lease, and found no 
wrongdoing in CHEJVA. Furthermore, ICSID 
found that Pakistan had breached Fair and 

Equitable Treatment(FET)standard, and com-
mitted an unlawful expropriation under the 
Australia-Pakistan Bilateral Investment Treaty 
(BIT). It is vital to understand that many devel-
oping nations are vulnerable to BIT. Big corpo-
rates and multinationalbusinesses enjoy all the 
support and resources, and use international 
settlement institutions like ICSID to take ad-
vantage and unusual benefits. These corporate 
giants challenge the sovereignty of institution-
ally weak nations. This monopolistic economic 
behavior needs to be corrected if we are se-
riously interested in the growth of the entire 
globe; otherwise MDGs or SDGs are no more 
than Machiavellian promises. Getting back to 
the case, ICSID also overruled dozen allega-
tions of corruption made by the government of 
Pakistan against TCC. One of a popular case 
was against former Chief Minister Balochistan; 
Muhammad Aslam Khan Raisani, having been 
offered a bribe of $1 million by TCC. In De-
cember 2020 Pakistan initiated an active 
negotiating with TCC to reach an out-of-
court settlement of the dispute.PM Imran 
Khan constituted a committee to steer the 
negotiations that is comprised of: (i) Minis-
ter for Finance; (ii) Minister for Law & Jus-
tice; (iii) Attorney-General for Pakistan; (iv) 
Chief Minister of Balochistan; (v) Director 
General Military Intelligence; and (vi) Any 
person the Committee wishes to co-opt. As 
a result of these negotiations in May 2021, 
BVI unfreeze the PIA assets in RekoDiq 
award case. There is high possibility of good 
news soon that the RekoDiq project is go-
ing to resume with revised conditions in the 
best interest of Balochistan and its people. 
If this happens the present Govt. will have a 
complete right to claim that they have saved 
$6 billion damages to be paid from national 
treasury and reinstated the image of a coun-
try among international investors. But what 
about the people who dragged Pakistan into 
poorly negotiated agreement. This is vital to 
the progress of Pakistan that inadequate fi-
nancial deals particularly with international 
investors have to be vet thoroughly, because 
there is no sense in crying over spilt milk. 
–The writer is an academician, columnist 

and broadcast journalist. He can be 
reached at mali.hamza@yahoo.com

W HEN it comes to the Palestinian 
issue there seems to be a divi-
sion of labor in Israel between 

the “bad cop,”Prime Minister Naftali Ben-
nett, and the “good(ish) cop,” Defense 
Minister Benny Gantz.
The first doesn’t miss an opportunity to in-
sist that as long as he is at the helm there 

won’t be any peace process, and he publicly 
snubs Palestinian President Mahmoud Ab-
bas altogether. Gantz, on the other hand,has 
already met Abbas twice, including a rare 
meeting in Israel, when the latter came to 
see him at his home after more than a dec-
ade without visiting Israel. It is the choreog-
raphy of these meetings as much as what is 
discussed that is intriguing, and raises the 
question whether there is more to these 
meetings than meets the eye.
Realistically, the path to peace based on 
a two-state solution is strewn with insur-
mountable hurdles, and the talks between 
Abbas and Gantz were more about taking 
measures aimed at preventing the situation 
between the two sides from exploding rath-
er than discussing any long-term solution. 
For the Palestinian leadership, there is very 
little room for maneuver. On the one hand 
it needs to prevent a major confrontation 
with Israel that would surely lead to many 
casualties and much destruction, and possi-
bly the collapse of the Palestinian Authority. 
Furthermore, the survival of its leadership 
is dependent on its relations with the Israe-
li authorities, and for the latter to ease the 
economic pressures and the other hardships 
that the Palestinian population suffers daily 
would be a lifeline, even if a short-term one. 
For Abbas, the dilemma is that he has over-
stayed his welcome in power, this month 
completing 17 years of a four-year term. He 

thus lacks popular legitimacy, and should an 
uprising erupt in the West Bank it would be 
directed as much against him, his authority 
and his government, as against the Israeli 
occupation.
Israel is by far the more powerful party in 
this forced partnership, but its political fra-
gility doesn’t allow it to form a coherent and 
long-term strategy toward its Palestinian 
neighbors in the West Bank and Gaza. Its 
behavior may look at first glance like part 
of a grand plan to continue the occupation 
of the West Bank and the blockade of Gaza 
until the Palestinians give up on their aspira-
tions for self-determination. 
Meetings between high-level politicians natu-
rally create high expectations, and when they 
don’t even come close to these expectations, 
especially in a situation that is extremely vol-
atile to begin with, it gives traction to those 
who support a return to alternative means, 
including armed struggle. The meeting be-
tween Gantz and Abbas only highlighted the 
schism between the two sides in their under-
standing of the severity and urgency of the 
situation. And without a coordinated Israeli–
Palestinian plan to improve conditions in the 
West Bank and Gaza, one that has the active 
support of the international community and a 
clear horizon for a just solution that will lead 
to peace, the situation is most likely to lead 
only to violent confrontation.

– Courtesy: Arab News

James M. Dorsey

China’s brutal 
crackdown on 

religious and ethnic 
expressions of 
Uighur identity 

has sparked 
public dissent in 
Kazakhstan and 

Turkey and forced 
the two governments 
to perform a delicate 
balancing act to not 
always successfully 
avoid the People’s 
Republic’s wrath

Yossi Mekelberg
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PESHAWAR: The HBL Pakistan 
Super League 2022 will be held in 
Karachi and Lahore from January 
27 to February 27 with some of 
the world’s best shortest format 
players in action in the 34-match 
competition.
The HBL PSL has evolved and 
come a long way since its incep-
tion in 2016 and has now become 
a global brand that not only unites 
the nation but also attracts some 
of the biggest and most respected 
commercial entities. The recent 
landmark commercial agree-
ments signed for the 2022 and 
2023 events is a case in point and 
speaks volumes of this event’s val-
ue and significance.
The first edition that was compet-
ed by five sides was played from 
start to finish in the United Arab 
Emirates, while the final of the 
2017 tournament was staged at 
the Gaddafi Stadium.
In 2018, Multan Sultans joined as 
the sixth side and the two Elimina-
tors were played in Lahore while 
the final was staged in Karachi. 
Eight matches of the 2019 edition 
took place in Karachi, whereas all 
34 matches of the 2020 tourna-
ment were held across four Paki-
stan venues.
In 2021, 14 matches were played 
in Karachi and the remaining 20 
were staged in Abu Dhabi in June 
after the event had to be suspend-
ed in March following Covid-19 
outbreak within the teams.
The 2022 event is planned in Ka-

rachi and Lahore, and promises to 
be as exciting as the last six edi-
tions. Below is a quick history of 
the previous HBL PSL events that 
has not only produced high-quality 
cricket but has given world cricket 
some of the most entertaining and 
exciting players of this era.
HBL PSL 2016:
Islamabad United made history 
when they beat Quetta Gladiators 
in the final of the inaugural edi-
tion of the HBL PSL to become 
the first-ever side to lift the sil-
verware. Islamabad cruised past 
the 175-run target for the loss of 
four wickets with eight balls spare 
at the Dubai International Crick-
et Stadium. West Indian Dwayne 
Smith was named the player-of-
the-match for his scintillating 73 
(51 balls, 7 fours, 4 sixes). Kara-
chi Kings’ all-rounder Ravi Bopara 
was named the player-of-the-tour-
nament for his all-round contribu-
tions (329 runs at 54.83, 11 wick-
ets at 13.81).
The tournament was played on 
a double-league basis. Peshawar 
Zalmi topped the standings at the 
end of the round-robin stage but 
lost out on a place in the final after 
losing both their play-offs to Quet-
ta and Islamabad, respectively.
HBL PSL 2017:
Zalmi outclassed Gladiators in a 
one-sided final at the Gaddafi Sta-
dium to lift the glittering HBL PSL 
2017 trophy. Batting first in the fi-
nal, Zalmi posted 148 for six in their 
20 overs. Gladiators were dismissed 

for 90 runs in reply to lose their sec-
ond consecutive final.
Sammy was named the player-of-
the-match for his match turning 
unbeaten 28 off 11 balls (three 
sixes, one four) and astute lead-
ership. Kamran Akmal with 353 
runs in 11 games including a 
century in the play-off against 
Kings and 12 dismissals behind 
the stumps was declared the 
player-of-the-tournament. He 
also bagged best batsman and 

best wicketkeeper of the tourna-
ment awards.
HBL PSL 2018:
United reclaimed the title when 
they defeated Zalmi by three 
wickets in an exciting final at the 
National Stadium. Batting first, 
Zalmi posted 148 for nine with 
United chasing down the target 
with 19 balls to spare.
Luke Ronchi capped off his player-
of-the-match performances with a 
brilliant 52 off 26 balls (four fours, 
five sixes).

HBL PSL 2019:
It was a case of third time lucky 
for the Gladiators as they finally 
lifted the trophy at the National 
Stadium after defeating Zalmi by 
eight wickets. Batting first, Zalmi 
posted 138 for eight as speedster 
Mohammad Hasnain and the rich-
ly experienced T20 globe-trotter 
Dwayne Bravo shared five wickets 
between them. Ahmed Shehzad 
and Rilee Rossouw saw off the 
chase with an unbroken 73-run 
third-wicket partnership to give 
Gladiators a much awaited HBL 
PSL title. Ahmed scored 58 off 
51 balls while Rossouw made 39 
off 32 balls. Gladiators’ Australian 
import Shane Watson dazzled with 
the bat with a 430-run tally in 12 
innings at 43.00 and a strike-rate 
of 143.81. Kamran was once again 
the mainstay for Zalmi producing 
357 runs in 13 innings, while Unit-
ed’s Cameron Delport stood third 
with 355 runs in 12 innings.
Hasan Ali had a magnificent sea-
son for Zalmi; the right-arm-pac-
er took 25 wickets in 13 games. 
Faheem took 21 in 12 games for 
the United while Wahab was once 
again among the top three, finish-
ing the tournament with a 17-wick-
et tally in 13 matches.
HBL PSL 2020:
Babar Azam had an event to re-
member when hit a 49-ball 63 to 
guide Karachi Kings to their maid-
en title when they defeated La-
hore Qalandars by five wickets at 
the National Stadium. In pursuit 

of a 135-run target, Kings reached 
victory with eight balls and five 
wickets to spare. Babar was later 
judged player of the final, best 
batsman of the tournament and 
player-of-the-tournament. Qaland-
ars’ Shaheen Shah Afridi won the 
Best bowler of the HBL PSL 2020 
award with 17 scalps – the most 
in the edition –and Ben Dunk won 
the Best wicketkeeper of the HBL 
PSL 2020 award for accounting for 
nine batsmen behind the stumps. 
Peshawar Zalmi’s Haider Ali was 
declared as the Emerging Player 
of the HBL PSL 2020 as he scored 
an impressive 239 runs at a strike 
rate of over 157. 
HBL PSL 2021:
Multan Sultans became the fifth 
team to win the HBL PSL when 
they defeated Peshawar Zalmi at 
the Sheikh Zayed Cricket Stadium 
in Abu Dhabi by 47 runs. Batting 
first, Sultans scored a record 206 
for four that revolved around So-
haib Maqsood’s 65 not out and 
Rilee Rossouw’s 50. In turn, Zalmi 
finished at 159 for nine with Im-
ran Tahir collecting three for 33 
and Blessing Muzarabani and Im-
ran Khan picking up two wickets 
apiece conceding 26 and 27 runs, 
respectively.
Sohaib Maqsood not only earned 
a Pakistan call-up for the England 
and West Indies tours for his 428 
runs, he also walked away with the 
player of the final, best batsman of 
HBL PSL 2021 and player of HBL 
PSL awards.

HBL PSL-2022 in Lahore, Karachi from Jan 27: PCB
The HBL PSL has evolved and come a long way since its inception in 2016 and 
has now become a global brand that not only unites the nation but also attracts 

some of the biggest and most respected commercial entities

Briefs
Murray 

hopes for 
no repeat 

of Djokovic 
saga ‘mess’

MELBOURNE: Andy 
Murray hopes the “mess” 
which has resulted in ten-
nis world number one No-
vak Djokovic being told 
he is to be deported from 
Australia ahead of the Aus-
tralian Open will not be 
repeated.
Former world number 
one Murray told the BBC 
in Melbourne “the situa-
tion has not been good all 
round for anyone” and re-
gretted Djokovic had been 
held in a detention facility.
Murray was speaking after 
Djokovic lost his last-gasp 
bid to avoid deportation 
from Australia on Sunday.
It ended a sensational 
legal battle over his coro-
navirus vaccination status 
and dashed his dream for 
the moment of an un-
precedented 21st Grand 
Slam singles crown. An 
“extremely disappointed” 
Djokovic said he would 
comply with a unanimous 
Federal Court ruling that 
upheld the government’s 
right to rip up his visa over 
fears he is stoking anti-vac-
cine sentiment.
“There are obviously go-
ing to be a lot of questions 
about what has happened 
here and the situation he 
has been in,” said Murray.
“Novak is someone I have 
known since we were 12 
years old, he is someone 
who I respect and have 
competed against. – APP
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Mohi, Afzal win BB Tennis 
inter-media doubles category 
Islamabad Tennis Complex chief executive Fazal  Subhan Ahmed was the 

chief guest on the concluding ceremony and distributed shields
Our Correspondent 

ISLAMABAD: Seasoned sports journalists 
Mohi Shah and Afzal Javed won Benazir 
Bhutto Shaheed Tennis Inter-Media dou-
bles title at the Islamabad Tennis Complex.
Due to the journalists commitments. Media 
category of the event was postponed during 
the BB Tennis held last month. 
The media category tennis was held in 
coordination with the Rawalpindi-Islama-
bad Sports Journalists Association (RIS-
JA-registered) with the support of Sindh 
Government. 
The final turned out to be a real thrill-
ing one. Following 6-6 all in the final set, 
the match was decided on tie break with 
Mohi Shah/Afzal Javed pair winning it 7-4 

against Mohsin Ijaz and Arif Khan (a reg-
ular tennis player).
Earlier, Mohsin and Arif pair were leading 
5-3 and then 6-5. On both occasions Mohi 
Shah and Afzal Javed staged comeback to 
take the final set into a tie beak.
In semi-final round, Mohsin Ijaz and Arif 
Khan defeated Sohail Raja and Hafiz 
Obaid 6-1 while Afzal Javed and Abdul 
Mohi Shah defeated Nasir Naqvi and Fa-
heem Anwar Khan 6-2. 
Islamabad Tennis Complex chief execu-
tive Fazal  Subhan Ahmed was the chief 
guest on the concluding ceremony and dis-
tributed shields to winners and runners 
up as well as appreciating the Rawalpindi 
Islamabad Sports Journalists Association 
(RISJA) positive role for the promotion of 
tennis the region.

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Pakistan Association of Exhibition Industry Muhammad Khurshid Barlas paid a visit to Pakistan Sweet Home and 
announced to organize events for kids at world level. – DNA

Manchester City sink 
Chelsea to close in on title

Sports Desk

LONDON: Manchester City opened up a 13-point lead at 
the top of the Premier League as Kevin De Bruyne’s sub-
lime strike beat Chelsea 1-0, while Philippe Coutinho en-
joyed a dream Aston Villa debut to rescue a 2-2 draw against 
Manchester United on Saturday. Everton boss Rafael Ben-
itez is reportedly on the verge of being sacked after a 2-1 
defeat at Norwich that lifted the Canaries to within a point 
of safety as Newcastle and Watford played out a 1-1 draw.

Meanwhile, Premier League bosses have been criticised 
by Tottenham for postponing their derby clash with Arse-
nal on Sunday despite the Gunners missing just one player 
due to coronavirus. De Bruyne broke Chelsea’s resistance 
20 minutes from time at the Etihad Stadium when the Bel-
gium midfielder escaped N’Golo Kante and bent a perfect-
ly-placed shot into the far corner of Kepa Arrizabalaga’s 
goal from 20 yards. City’s 12th successive league win effec-
tively ended the Blues’ title aspirations.
Third-placed Liverpool can close the gap at the top to eight 
points with their two games in hand, but it would be a col-
lapse by the champions to deny them a fourth title in five 
seasons. “In January no-one is champion,” said City boss 
Guardiola. “All the players gave everything and it was an 
important victory because they are a big contender.”
Chelsea boss Thomas Tuchel sent his side out to contain 
City. But after the game, the German was critical of Romelu 
Lukaku, who gave the latest in a long list of subdued dis-
plays since his club record transfer from Inter Milan last 
year.“Sometimes he has to do the service. He had many ball 
losses and a huge chance. Of course we want to serve him 
but he’s part of the team.” Tuchel said. “The performance 
up front in the first half, we can do much, much better.”
At Villa Park, the absence of Cristiano Ronaldo due to injury 
brought the best out of Bruno Fernandes.
The Portuguese had been United’s talisman in the 18 
months prior to Ronaldo’s return to Old Trafford, but had 
scored just once since September.

Salah strike 
gives Egypt win

YAOUNDE: Mohamed Salah got back among the goals for 
Egypt on Saturday as his second-half strike handed the re-
cord seven-time African champions a crucial 1-0 win over 
Guinea-Bissau in Garoua that was not without controversy.
Salah’s first-time finish at the back post in the 69th minute got 
his and his team’s campaign in Cameroon up and running after 
they had lost 1-0 to Nigeria in their opening Group D game. 
However, Guinea-Bissau were left fuming after a stunning 
82nd-minute strike by Mama Balde was ruled out following a 
VAR review. Egypt, who also hit the woodwork three times, will 
feel they deserved the victory on the balance of play and Carlos 
Queiroz’s team now need only draw in their last group game 
against neighbours Sudan in Yaounde on Wednesday to guar-
antee safe passage to the last 16. “It was a really tough game 
and we were a little bit lucky with the foul,” Salah admitted to 
broadcasters at the end of the match. – Agencies

Probe holds 
authorities
responsible
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tourist vehicles ended up 
being stranded in Murree 
due to heavy snowfall. 
It should be recalled that 
following the tragic inci-
dent, the Punjab govern-
ment had declared Murree 
as a calamity-hit area after 
heavy snowfall wreaked hav-
oc on the city. According to 
the local administration of 
Murree, rain and blizzards 
were forecast around Mur-
ree, with thunderstorms at 
a speed of 50-90 kmph along 
with heavy snowfall.
Furthermore, the Islamabad 
High Court (IHC) had also 
reprimanded on Thursday 
the National Disaster Man-
agement Authority (NDMA) 
and said it was responsible 
for the Murree tragedy.

Nawaz 
responsible...

From Page 01
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) gov-
ernment has to repay $ 55 
billion loan in its five years 
tenure due to bad economic 
policies of the past regimes.
So far, the PTI government 
had repaid $32 billion loan 
during past three years, he 
added and said that owing 
to the bad governance and 
plunder of the past rulers, 
the country was facing in-
flation today, how can we 
ignore them.
“Those who fled after loot-
ing and plundering the na-
tional exchequer are now 
giving lectures on economy 
today,” Chaudhry Fawad 
stated. He said that the 
PPP had taken the right de-
cision by stopping new gas 
schemes and at the end of 
its tenure in 2013, there was 
no revolving loan on gas.
He said when Shahid Kh-
aqan Abbasi left in 2018, 
he left a circular debt of 
Rs 197 billion on gas as 
the schemes he started 
require Rs 90 billion an-
nually for completion. He 
said that some people had 
the perception that Imran 
Khan has lost popularity 
due to inflation but they 
were wrong as he has vote 
bank everywhere from Ka-
rachi to Khyber, Lahore 
to Peshawar, Kashmir and 
Gilgit-Baltistan.
He said that elections would 
be held on 1100 national 
and provincial assemblies 
constituencies and there 
was no other party besides 
PTI that could field its can-
didates on so many seats.

Shahbaz... 
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and leeway you had to be 
provided, you have been.”
Further addressing the Sha-
rifs, he said that it is “not as 
if you are out on a shopping 
trip, that you are seeking a 
deal”. Gill said that the Sha-
rif family will never be giv-
en a deal. “You have Imran 
Khan standing in your way,” 
he said. “He did not let go 
of them when he was in the 
Opposition, how will he let 
go of them now?” he added.
Speaking of the particulars 
of the so-called “deal”, Gill 
claimed that it is sought 
for Nawaz, “his daughter”, 
Shahbaz, and “his son”. He 
went on to claim that the re-
quest is for the latter three 
individuals to be allowed to 
leave the country, whereas 
“Shahid Khaqan Abbasi will 
stay”. “We won’t even give 
you a boiled potato, and here 
you are asking for a chicken 
burger deal,” he remarked, 
adding: “The Sharif family 
is asking for a burger deal 
which also includes a toy.”

TTP men in 
hot waters...
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A journalist from across 
the border in Afghanistan 
informed me that Emirate 
Islami Afghanistan (Talib-
an regime) has constitut-
ed a commission for set-
tling all issues according 
to requests\suggestions 
of Pakistan. The commis-
sion’s tasks are included 
to convince 1) Pakistani 
militants for surrender 
through reconciliation, 2) 
to convince them for disas-
sociating from violent and 
terror acts in Pakistan and 
3) to live with peace in any 
part of Afghanistan. Howev-
er, through such steps, the 
journalist said that Taliban 
are also interested in col-
lection of data of all those 
Pakistani militants, shelter-
ing or scattered throughout 
Afghanistan.
Besides others, the Emirate 
Islami Afghanistan Commis-
sion for negotiation with Pa-
kistani militants is dominat-
ed by Haqqani network. And 
the Haqqani network is al-
ready having close links and 
influence in Pakistan. On 
such grounds, some of the 
hardcore Taliban militants 
are reluctant to come on ta-
ble for talks, and in return, 
such type of Pakistani mili-
tants is faced with issues of 
survival.
The Afghan journalist con-
firmed that there are seri-
ous rifts within the banned 
TTP on the issues of their 
links with Emirate Islami 
Afghanistan and also on 
the questions pertaining to 
peace talks and surrender 
to Pakistani authorities. 
Earlier, peace talks between 
banned TTP and Pakistan 
through Afghanistan inte-
rior minister Siraj Ud Din 
Haqqani (Chief of Haqqani 
network) concluded without 
any result when Taliban an-
nounced ending of month-
long ceasefire on December 
9th last. Banned TTP was 
interested in release of its 
five top commanders includ-
ed ex-spokesman Muslim 
Khan and Malik Mahmud 
from Swat and Abdul Wali 
from Bajaur. However, the 
authorities became help-
less in honouring banned 
TTP demands when ac-
tivists from civil society 
organizations came out on 
roads. During the negotia-
tion process, Pakistan had 
to free around 102 Taliban 
militants from different in-
ternment centers of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa.
Earlier a number of top 
Pakistani militants like 
Mullah Fazal Ullah, Man-
gal Bangh and several 
others were killed across 
the border in Afghanistan. 
Prior to empowering the 
Taliban, Pakistani militants 
like Fazal Ullah and Man-
gal Bagh were targeted 
through US drones but now 
a large number of banned 
TTP and other groups mili-
tants have been found mys-
teriously dead in scattered 
areas of Nangarhar and 
Kunar provinces of Afghan-
istan adjacent to Pakistan.

Three 
including two 

children...
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of eastern Laghman prov-
ince of Afghanistan. Re-
ports pouring in Peshawar 
from Afghanistan reveal 
that hundreds of people 
assembled in front of pass-
port office at Mehtarlam 
in connection with getting 
passports. Almost of peo-
ple also included women 
along with children making 
their best to get passports. 
In the mean time gun tot-
ting Taliban soldiers re-
sorted first beating away 
the people with sticks, iron 
bars and rubber wires. Lat-
er they reportedly opened 
firing with Ak 47 guns.
The Taliban rulers after 
coming into power de-
clared null and void all 
passports issued during 
previous regime, there-
fore, almost passport of-
fices in Kabul and other 
provincial headquarters 
are jam-packed right from 
dawn and dust. 


