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LAHORE: Islamabad United and 
Peshawar Zalmi have been the 
most successful HBL PSL sides 
since the league’s inception in 
2016.  They were the first two 
sides to win the title: Islamabad 
United made history in Dubai 
by winning the inaugural edition 
and Peshawar Zalmi bagged the 
title with a commanding win over 
Quetta Gladiators in 2017 at the 
Gaddafi Stadium in what was the 
first-ever HBL PSL match to be 
held on Pakistan soil. 
Islamabad United are the only side 
to bag the HBL PSL title twice and 
boast win percentage of 56.15 – 
which is the best amongst the six 
sides. Peshawar Zalmi, who have 
played four finals, have won 55.07 
per cent of their matches. 
Shadab Khan, who became the 
youngest captain in the tourna-
ment history when he was ap-
pointed at the role in 2020, has 
won 12 of 23 matches for Islama-
bad United and experienced pacer 
Wahab Riaz has 50 per cent suc-
cess-rate in 18 matches as Pesha-

war Zalmi’s skipper. 
The two had been at the forefront 
of their teams’ successes.
Shadab made a mark in his debut 
HBL PSL season in 2017 with his 
versatile leg-spin and electrifying 
fielding, and earned maiden call-
up for the national side for the 
limited-overs tour of the West In-
dies, where he bagged player of 
the match awards in his first two 
international T20s.
Shadab picks majority of his wick-
ets in the middle overs, helping 
his team keep a lid on the opposi-
tion’s flow of runs. The leg-spinner 
has 41 scalps in overs 7-16 – which 
are the most for any bowler in the 
tournament. He has also come 
handy as a batter, scoring three 
half-centuries and accumulating 
532 runs at a strike-rate of 128.  
Wahab has continued to stamp his 
credentials as a reliable short-for-
mat bowler in the HBL PSL. The 
left-arm quick has snared 94 wick-
ets – the most in the tournament 
– at 19.61 runs apiece. His searing 
pace and scorching reverse swing 

has garnered him 44 scalps in the 
last four overs. The next best in 
this phase is Sohail Tanvir with 31 
wickets.  The battle for domination 
will continue when the two teams 
will meet on 30 January and 17 Feb-
ruary at National Stadium and Gadd-
afi Stadium, respectively. To date, 
Islamabad United have won eight of 
the 15 matches between these two 
sides – which include the final of the 
2018 edition in Karachi – while Pe-
shawar Zalmi have won seven. 
Islamabad United captain 
Shadab Khan said on Thursday: 
“The HBL PSL and Islamabad Unit-
ed hold great significance in my life. 
This tournament propelled me to 
the national side and has a great 
role to play in my progression.
“It is a great platform where 
youngsters can rub shoulders with 
the seniors and it has benefitted 
many cricketers, including me. 
Since my debut in the HBL PSL, 
Islamabad United have put their 
faith in me and given me the at-
mosphere in which I can express 
myself and that has helped me 

grow as a cricketer. 
“Peshawar Zalmi are one of the 
toughest sides in the HBL PSL 
and we have had some exciting 
matches against them. The up-
coming tournament will be no dif-
ferent. We have won eight match-
es against them and will try our 
level best to stretch the lead.”
Peshawar Zalmi captain Wahab 
Riaz said: “The HBL PSL has 
proved to be the most exciting 
brand come out of Pakistan and 
it enjoys a massive following all 
around the world. This is because 
of the quality of cricket that it 
produces and each season has 
brought forward new talent. 
“Over the years, we have seen 
some extraordinary youngsters in 
the Zalmi colours and they have 
done brilliantly to repay the faith 
the team has put in them. Our 
team has gelled brilliantly, and 
each individual, whether senior or 
junior, has delivered. 
“Facing Islamabad United is always 
an exciting proposition. They are 
a great bunch of sportsmen and 

play the game with good spirit. Our 
matches always bring together Is-
lamabad and Peshawar fans, and I 
am sure both red and yellow fans 
are looking forward to our games.”
Squads (in alphabetical order):
Islamabad United – Shadab Khan 
(c), Alex Hales, Asif Ali, Ather Me-
hmood, Azam Khan, Colin Mun-
ro, Danish Aziz, Faheem Ashraf, 
Hasan Ali, Marchant De Lange, 
Mohammad Akhlaq, Mohammad 
Wasim Jr,  Mubasir Khan, Musa 
Khan, Paul Stirling, Rahmanullah 
Gurbaz, Reece Topley, Zafar Go-
har, Zahir Khan and Zeeshan Zam-
eer/Mohammad Huraira
Peshawar Zalmi – Wahab Riaz (c), 
Aarish Ali Khan, Arshad Iqbal, Ben 
Cutting, Haider Ali, Hazratullah 
Zazai, Hussain Talat, Kamran Ak-
mal, Liam Livingstone/Matthew 
Parkinson, Mohammad Haris, 
Mohammad Umar, Salman Irshad, 
Sameen Gul, Saqib Mahmood/
Pat Brown, Sherfane Rutherford, 
Shoaib Malik, Sirajuddin, Sohail 
Khan, Tom Kohler-Cadmore and 
Usman Qadir. – APP

Shadab v Wahab: battle for domination continues 
Shadab picks majority of his wickets in the middle overs, helping his team 

keep a lid on the opposition’s flow of runs

Briefs
Mehsud 

ready to hold 
2 more World 

records
ISLAMABAD: Pakistani 
trailblazer of Kung Fu in 
Tribal areas and Martial Art-
ist Irfan Mehsud holds 43 
Guinness world records has 
tighten up his shoes to add 
two more feathers of pride 
to his cap. 
Mehsud, who broke 13 
world records of Indian ath-
letes, submitted two new 
videos of most squats with 
100 pounds and most jump 
squats with 80 pounds in 
one minute before the re-
viewing committee of Guin-
ness World records. 
Talking to APP on Thurs-
day, he said he had had to 
wait six to eight months 
after the submission of re-
cords as two to three million 
rupees were required for on 
spot review and he did not 
have any sponsor. 
He said my target was to 
achieve half century of 
world records in coming 
years as Kung Fu and Mar-
tial Arts was my passion 
since childhood and I would 
leave no stone unturned to 
hold new records. 
“We do not have proper 
indoor space and facilities 
for game practice and we 
are bound to drill open air, 
but I am determined to win 
pride for Pakistan and striv-
ing every nerve to manage” 
Kung Fu master said. – APP

Andy Murray 
out of 

Australian 
Open

Sports Desk

MELBOURNE: The hurt 
from disap-
pointing de-
feats “does 
not get any 
easier” said 
Andy Mur-
ray after a 
subdued display against Ja-
pan’s Taro Daniel saw him 
knocked out of the Austral-
ian Open in round two.
Britain’s Murray lost 6-4 
6-4 6-4 to qualifier Daniel - 
ranked below him at 120 in 
the world - on John Cain Are-
na. It was a far cry from the 
34-year-old’s performance 
in Tuesday’s victory over 
21st seed Nikoloz Basilash-
vili. “When you know you’ve 
not got many years left it is 
frustrating,” he said.
“I put a lot into the off-sea-
son for practising and pre-
paring, hopefully to not play 
like that in the big tourna-
ments. “So it is especially 
disappointing when you per-
form like that.”
Former world number one 
Murray, now ranked 113th, 
had never previously lost 
a Grand Slam match to an 
opponent ranked as low 
as Daniel. For 28-year-old 
Daniel, victory meant he 
reached the third round of 
a major for the first time 
in his career. Murray shot 
a disconsolate look to-
wards his box after Daniel 
clinched victory with a crisp 
backhand volley on his first 
match point.
The three-time Grand Slam 
champion walked off court 
shaking his head before giv-
ing a quick thumbs up to a 
crowd glad to see him back 
at Melbourne Park and ap-
preciative of his efforts.
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EU states urge Israel to 
stop E. Jerusalem plans
In a statement, the European countries said that the hundreds of new buildings 
would “constitute an additional obstacle to the two-state solution,” referring to 

international peace efforts to create a state for Palestinians
News Desk

PARIS: The foreign ministries of France, 
Germany, Italy and Spain urged Israeli au-
thorities on Wednesday evening to stop the 
construction of new housing units in East 
Jerusalem. Earlier in the month, Israeli 
authorities approved plans for the construc-
tion of around 3,500 homes in occupied 
East Jerusalem, nearly half of which are to 
be built in the controversial areas of Givat 
Hamatos and Har Homa.
In a statement, the European countries said 
that the hundreds of new buildings would 
“constitute an additional obstacle to the 
two-state solution,” referring to internation-
al peace efforts to create a state for Pales-
tinians. They said that building in this area 

would further disconnect the West Bank 
from East Jerusalem and that these settle-
ments are a violation of international law.
The Israeli ministry of foreign affairs did 
not immediately respond to a Reuters re-
quest for comment.
Israel captured East Jerusalem including 
the Old City in a 1967 war and later annexed 
it, a move not recognized internationally.
Palestinians want East Jerusalem for the 
capital of a state they seek in the Israeli-oc-
cupied West Bank, which abuts the city, and 
the Gaza Strip. Israel views the entire city 
as its indivisible capital.
Most world powers deem the Israeli settle-
ments illegal for taking in territory where 
Palestinians seek statehood.
The four countries also expressed con-
cern about the evictions and demolitions 

in the East Jerusalem neighborhood of 
Sheikh Jarrah, where residents say they 
are being displaced.
Earlier Wednesday, Israeli police evicted a 
Palestinian family from their East Jerusa-
lem home — which they say they had lived in 
for decades — before a digger tore down the 
property, prompting criticism from rights 
activists and diplomats. Israeli police de-
molished the home of a Palestinian family 
and arrested at least 18 people as they car-
ried out a controversial eviction order in the 
sensitive east Jerusalem neighbourhood of 
Sheikh Jarrah early on Wednesday.
The looming eviction of other families from 
Sheikh Jarrah in May last year partly fuelled 
an 11-day war between Israel and armed Pal-
estinian factions in Gaza.
Before dawn, Israeli officers went to the 

home of the Salhiya family, who were first 
served with an eviction notice in 2017, af-
ter courts ruled the house had been built 
illegally. Jerusalem authorities have said 
the land will be used to build a school for 
children with special needs, but the eviction 
may raise tension in a neighbourhood that 
has become a symbol of Palestinian opposi-
tion to Israeli occupation.
Jerusalem deputy mayor Fleur Hassan-Na-
houm said the dispute surrounding the 
Salhiya’s home is “completely different” 
from the events in May, when Palestinians 
risked being forced to hand over plots of 
land to Jewish settlers.
Israeli police said they had “completed the 
execution of an eviction order of illegal 
buildings built on grounds designated for a 
school for children with special needs”.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Ambassador-designate to Sudan, Mir Behrose Reki Baloch called on 
Foreign Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. – DNA

RISJA elects Abbas 
Shabbir as new President

Our Correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Senior Journalist Ab-
bas Shabbir of Samaa TV elected 
president of Rawalpindi Islamabad 
Sports Journalists Association (RIS-
JA) unopposed while Arif Khan and 
Sohail Raja were elected as general 
secretary and finance secretary re-
spectively during electoral meeting 
of the association on Thursday.
The electoral general council meet-
ing of RISJA was held here at Islam-
abad Tennis Complex, under the su-
pervision of chairman RISJA Abdul 
Mohi Shah in which more than 40 
members were present during the 
important meeting.  
Former president RISJA Ayaz Akbar 
and secretary Arif Khan presented the 
performance report of the association 
and paid rich tribute to members for 
staying united and working for the no-
ble cause of promoting sports.

During meeting a resolution was 
passed appreciating the services of 
former President Ayaz Akbar as well 
as former president Ayaz Akbar and 
chairman Abdul Mohi Shah suggested 
the names of senior journalist Abbas 
Shabbir to the president and other 
post too as after consultation a new 
body unanimously elected for one year 
under the president-ship of senior 
journalist Abbas Shabbir.
The other newly elected office bear-
ers are Asif Naveed  (AAJ TV) Senior 
Vice President, Faheem Akhtar (92 
TV)  and  Hafiz Ubaid  (NNI) vice 
presidents, Faisal Mansoor (Daily 92) 
and Samra Athar (Sports Life) Joint 
Secretaries, Khurram Shehzad (Daily 
Muslman) were elected as Informa-
tion Secretary while Seasonal sports 
journalist Faheem Anwar Khan, Afzal 
Javed, Nasir Abbas Naqvi, Asim Nawaz 
Abbasi, Raza Abid Mustafa, Rizwan 
Malik, Rehan Sheikh, Gabriel De Sou-
za and Farooq Ahmed were elected in 

the executive body of the association
Addressing the meeting, RISJA 
chairman Abdul Mohi Shah ap-
preciated the services of former 
president Ayaz Akbar and said that 
the newly elected president Abbas 
Shabbir would play a key role in the 
welfare of the association and RISJA 
Will continue to play its role in the 
promotion of sports in the country.
Newly elected President Abbas Shab-
bir said that he would raise voice for 
the rights of sports journalists in every 
forum, hoping that all his colleagues 
would work together for the welfare 
of the association. He said that we will 
expand the scope of RISJA activities 
and will serve his best abilities for the 
welfare of the association.
On this occasion, former President 
Ayaz Akbar while congratulating the 
newly elected body said that Abbas 
Shabbir is a big name in the sports 
world and all will work together for the 
welfare of sports journalists.

McGrath helps 
Australia thrash 

England 
Sports Desk

ADELAIDE: England were 
thrashed in the opening 
match of the Women’s 
Ashes as Tahlia McGrath’s 
outstanding all-round per-
formance fired Australia 
to a nine-wicket win in the 
first T20. McGrath blasted 
an unbeaten 91 from 49 
balls after taking 3-26 as 
Australia chased down 170 
with 18 balls to spare at 
the Adelaide Oval. 
She shared a brutal 144-run 
stand with captain Meg Lan-
ning, who finished with 64 
from 44 balls, to help Aus-
tralia register their highest 
chase in T20s.
England had posted a seem-
ingly threatening 169-4 
from their 20 overs, led by 
70 from Danni Wyatt.
A ragged bowling and 
fielding display cost Eng-
land, who were unable to 
maintain any pressure on 
the brilliant McGrath and 
Lanning. Victory gives Aus-
tralia two points in the mul-
ti-format series, with the 
second of three T20s tak-
ing place at the Adelaide 
Oval on Saturday.
That Australia were able to 
drop Ellyse Perry, an icon of 

Australian cricket, and still 
register such a crushing vic-
tory shows how much depth 
they have. While Perry has 
struggled for consistency 
in T20s in recent times, 
McGrath excelled in Austral-
ia’s series against India and 
offers more power with the 
bat. Her batting was astonish-
ing; she struck 13 fours and 
one six, constantly finding 
gaps in the field and putting 
the pressure on England’s 
fielders, who wilted.
With Lanning, opening in 
place of the injured Beth 
Mooney, alongside her and 
chipping away at the run-
rate, McGrath had licence 
to hit out. She particularly 
targeted leg-spinner Sarah 
Glenn, stepping forward 
and driving strongly as 
Glenn’s three overs disap-
peared for 39. 

Women’s Ashes

Prince Andrew’s 
Twitter account 

deleted
LONDON: Prince Andrew’s Twitter account has been delet-
ed, days after the Queen stripped him 
of his honorary military titles and char-
ities. Visitors to the prince’s official 
Twitter page, @TheDukeofYork, which 
has previously been tagged in posts by 
the official royal family Twitter handle, 
are now met with a blank page and a 
message stating “this account doesn’t 
exist.” The bio on the page used to read “The Official Twit-
ter Account for The Duke of York” and his own tweets were 
signed off with “AY,” according to PA Media news agency. 
An account on YouTube is also no longer available, PA Me-
dia reports. The prince still appears to have an official Insta-
gram account, though this has recently been made private, 
meaning followers must request access to the page.
Buckingham Palace has also updated its official website to 
reflect moves taken by the royal family to distance them-
selves from the Duke of York, who is facing a civil sexual 
assault trial in the US. When contacted by CNN Thursday, 
Buckingham Palace said in a statement: “Changes have 
been made to reflect the recent statement from Bucking-
ham Palace regarding The Duke of York.” – Agencies

Multiple 
deaths in 

Lahore blast

� ��� �� ��� ���
Shedding light on the de-
tails of the injuries, Rashid 
said that no burnt cases 
were reported; however, 
all injured had orthopae-
dic injuries.The deceased 
include a man identified 
as Ramzan, 31, who was a 
resident of Ferozewala and 
a 9-year-old child identified 
as Absar, who hailed from 
Karachi. 
The police official said the 
blast caused a 1.5 feet-deep 
crater in the ground. The 
injured have been shifted 
to Mayo Hospital. Scores 
of visitors throng to the 
Anarkali area every day 
where a number of markets 
and a variety of business 
centres are located.
Deputy Commissioner La-
hore Umer Sher Chattha 
said the blast took place at 
1:45pm, while the safe city 
cameras would be used to 
track down the culprits. 
Federal Minister for Inte-
rior Sheikh Rasheed told  
that there was a “threat of 
terrorism”. “I am going [to 
the area] and will collect 
more information; once I 
have more updates, I will let 
[people] know.” Meanwhile, 
Lahore deputy inspec-
tor-general of operations, 
Dr Muhammad Abid Khan, 
had said that no security 
alert had been issued.

Govt has put 
country...

� ��� �� ��� ���
tremendous progress only 
due to prudent policies of 
the government. 
He mentioned the three sur-
veys conducted by renowned 
UK periodical and said that 
Pakistan  was ranked third 
in the first survey; then it 
jumped to first position in 
second survey and now it 
was  at the second position 
in third survey. “It indicates 
an excellent performance 
of national economy  as 
Pakistan remained among 
the top three economies of 
the world, which made phe-
nomenal  progress during 
pandemic.” He particularly 
mentioned auto manufac-
turing sector and said that it 
sold record vehicles  during 
the first nine months of last 
fiscal year. The growth of 
this sector stood at 9.29 per 
cent  while in the last quar-
ter it jumped to 15.27 per 
cent. This sector contribut-
ed its share of 1.12 per cent  
in total GDP growth rate. 
State Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting 
Furrukh Habib, Chairman 
NA Standing Committee 
on Finance Faizullah Kamo-
ka, Provincial Minister for 
Culture & Colonies Khayal 
Ahmad Kastro,  Member 
National Assembly Sheikh 
Khurram Shahzad and oth-
ers were also present.

Jan 20 a 
symbol 
of Azeri 

peoples’...

� ��� �� ��� ���
Azerbaijan’s representation 
in Moscow. He expressed sol-
idarity with his people, sharp-
ly condemned the Soviet lead-
ership for committing the 
bloody tragedy and exposed 
those who led the operation: 
“I consider the events that 
took place in Azerbaijan as 
a violation of law, democra-
cy, and of humanity and the 
principles of constitutional 
state building. Had necessary 
measures been taken by the 
top party leadership at the be-
ginning of the Nagorno-Kara-
bakh events, we would not 
have faced escalated tensions 
that led to the deadly military 
assault launched on civilians 
on the night of 19 - 20 Janu-
ary 1990. Everyone involved 
in this crime must be appro-
priately punished.” 
At a session of the Milli Maj-
lis of the NakhchivanAutono-
mous Republic on November 
20, 1990, National Leader 
Heydar Aliyev described the 
January tragedy as an assault 
on the Azerbaijani people’s 
sovereign rights: “I think this 
tragedy, which took place on 
January 19-20, is a result of 
the great fault of the politi-
cal leadership of the Soviet 
Union, namely Gorbachev 
and his dictatorial ambitions, 
as well as of the then Azer-
baijani leadership’s betrayal 
and crimes against their own 
people. ‘ As I know, since the 
end of the Great Patriotic 
war there have never been 
internal mass killings of this 
gravity in the Soviet Union – 
nowhere, not in any territory 
of any region. And it is the 
Soviet army that committed 
this. The gravity of this crime 
is evidenced by the fact that 
the Minister of Defense of 
USSR Yazov and Minister of 
Internal Affairs of the USSR 
Bakatin came to Baku in ad-
vance and commanded these 
military operations. The 
defense minister was rarely 
seen on the forefront during 
the war, but look just how 
important these operations 
were deemed, how large-
scale they were considered, 
that marshal Yazov came to 
Baku and personally led the 
operations. All of these facts 
confirm that this was military 
aggression, an insult, as well 
a crime against the Azerbaija-
ni people”. He further said, in 
1993, after the return of the 
National Leader Heydar Ali-
yev to political power, impor-
tant steps were taken on the 
investigation of the causes of 
the outbreak of the January 
20 events and the sentence of 
the offenders. The significant 
measures were implemented 
in informing the world com-
munity about 20 January trag-
edy, its place and role in the 
history of Azerbaijan and the 
perpetuation of this tragedy.
Though the Azerbaijani peo-
ple suffered military, moral 
and political aggression, 
they displayed their ability to 
maintain the traditions of his-
torical heroism and resist the 
cruelest attacks for the sake 
of the freedom and independ-
ence of their motherland, 
even at the cost of losing 
their lives, the ambassador 
concluded.
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Briefs Indonesian embassy, LUMS

agree to co-op in education
The Indonesian Ambassador had an interactive dialogue with Vice Chancellor, 

Dr. Arshad Ahmad, Dr. Tariq Jadoon, Vice Provost, Faculty members Dr. 
Azmat, Dr. Shakeel, Dr. Shajeel, and President of Student Council LUMS

DNA

LAHORE: Indonesian Am-
bassador to Islamabad, 
Adam M. Tugio paid a visit 
to Lahore and met with high 
officials of Lahore Universi-
ty of Management Sciences 
(LUMS), 22 January 2022. 
The Indonesian Ambas-
sador had an interactive 
dialogue with Vice Chancel-
lor, Dr. Arshad Ahmad, Dr. 
Tariq Jadoon, Vice Provost, 
Faculty members Dr. Az-
mat, Dr. Shakeel, Dr. Sha-
jeel, and President of Stu-
dent Council LUMS.
“As a leading university in 
research development in 
the fields of business, sci-
ence, management, human-
ities and law, there will be 
a lot of potential that can 
be projected in the form of 
mutually beneficial coopera-
tion with similar institutions 
in Indonesia,” said Ambas-
sador Tugio.
Vice Chancellor, Dr. Arshad 
Ahmad greatly appreciated 
the visit of the Indonesian 
Ambassador to LUMS and 
hoped to open more win-
dows of opportunities for 
beneficial cooperation with 
Indonesia as a large coun-
try in ASEAN and with the 
largest Muslim population, 
especially in the field of re-

search and business innova-
tion development.
“Many LUMS graduates 
have become prominent 
figures both domestically 
and internationally and 
they have played a signif-
icant role in promoting 
Pakistan’s progress and 
prosperity,” explained Dr. 
Arsyad Ahmad.
The founders of LUMS have 
built the campus vision on 

the philosophy of ‘learning 
without borders’ and seek 
to eliminate gaps between 
gender, economic status, 
belief and between theory 
and practice. “Therefore, 
we are very proud to be 
part of LUMS and take the 
experience of honing social 
skills and organizational 
management under the Stu-
dent Council organization,” 
added Ms. Anooshs Fatima 

Khan, a student who serves 
as President of Student 
Council LUMS.
The Indonesian Ambassa-
dor and the Vice Chancellor 
both agreed to start explor-
ing concrete cooperation in 
the near future with Indone-
sian universities by facilitat-
ing exchange of students, 
researchers and focusing 
on specific areas such as 
research on herbal and tra-

ditional medicines for the 
creation of public health 
based on the local wisdom 
of each country and promot-
ing women empowerment 
in various fields of country 
as they would contribute 
to socio-economic progress 
and prosperity of society 
and nation.
During the visit to LUMS, 
the Indonesian Ambassador 
was also invited to take a 

campus tour and introduced 
to various facilities and lab-
oratory centers such as the 
LUMS Learning Institute, 
LUMS Energy Institute, 
National Center in Big Data 
and Cloud, Center for Water 
Information and Technol-
ogy, National Incubation 
Center, Saida Waheed Gen-
der Initiative, and S. Ahmad 
Hassan School of Law (Jan-
uary 18, 2022).
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BAKU: President Ilham Aliyev and First Lady Mehriban Aliyeva visited Alley of Martyrs on 32nd anniversary 
of 20 January tragedy. – DNA

US Senate 
sinks 

President Joe 
Biden push 

News Desk

WASHINGTON:US sen-
ators dealt a death blow 
Wednesday to President 
Joe Biden’s push to de-
fend voting rights against 
what Democrats frame as 
an assault by conservative 
states targeting racial mi-
norities.
Facing a Republican block-
ade, the ruling Demo-
crats were unable to push 
through two major bills  
already passed by the 
House of Representatives, 
or trigger the “nuclear op-
tion” of doing away with 
the 60-vote threshold re-
quired to advance legis-
lation in the 100-member 
chamber.

Blinken seeks united front with 
European allies over Russia

Foreign Desk

BERLIN: US Secretary of State Antho-
ny Blinken heads Thursday to Berlin 
for meetings with key European al-
lies, as part of a whirlwind diplomatic 
tour to stop Russia from marching on 
Ukraine. Blinken will seek a united 
front with counterparts from France 
and Germany as well as Britain’s jun-
ior foreign minister before his crunch 
talks with Russia’s Sergei Lavrov 
on Friday. He had begun his tour on 
Wednesday with a first stop in Kyiv 
as a show of support, as he urged 
Vladimir Putin to stay on a “diplomatic 
and peaceful path”.
In Washington, President Joe Biden 
said Russia would pay a stiff price for 
invading Ukraine, including a heavy 
human toll and deep harm to its econ-
omy. “It is going to be a disaster for 
Russia,” Biden said, adding that Mos-
cow might ultimately prevail, but its 
losses are “going to be heavy”.
Biden insisted that Putin “still does not 
want any full-blown war”, but said the 
standoff could “easily get out of hand”. 

And the US leader said he was open 
to a summit with Putin about the situ-
ation. With tens of thousands of Rus-
sian troops massed on the Ukrainian 
border, fears are mounting that a major 
conflict could break out in Europe.
Biden sparked controversy Wednesday 
when he suggested that “something 
significantly short of a significant inva-
sion” would be met with a lesser push-
back from NATO.
“It’s one thing if it’s a minor incursion, 

and then we end up having a fight 
about what to do and not do, etcetera,” 
he said. But the White House moved 
swiftly to clarify the comments, with 
Press Secretary Jen Psaki vowing any 
Russian movement in Ukraine would 
face “severe” retaliation.
Moscow insists it has no plans to in-
vade but has at the same time laid 
down a series of demands -- including 
a ban on Ukraine joining NATO -- in 
exchange for de-escalation.

Can the US and Russia find a 
diplomatic ‘off-ramp’ on Ukraine?
KYIV: The United States has called for a diplomatic solution with Russia 
to resolve a crisis over Ukraine, but in public at least, the two powers 
remain deeply at odds. Secretary of State Antony Blinken will meet For-
eign Minister Sergei Lavrov on Friday in Geneva as tens of thousands of 
Russian troops remain stationed on Ukraine’s borders.
Blinken, on a solidarity visit to Kyiv on Wednesday, called on Moscow 
to choose the “peaceful path” on Ukraine, with a US official saying the 
talks in Geneva will explore “diplomatic off-ramps” with Russia.
But Moscow has put forward unusually detailed draft security propos-
als to which Blinken said he will not formally respond, hoping instead 
to explore areas of cooperation. – APP

KARACHI: President Karachi Chamber of Commerce and Industry Mohammad Idress 
presenting shield to Minister of Trade Dr. Bandula Gunawardana leader of the Business delegation 

of Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka at KCCI. – APP

Thailand 
to restart 

quarantine- 
free travel 
from Feb 1

BANGKOK: Thailand will 
resume its quarantine-free 
travel scheme from Febru-
ary 1, officials said Thurs-
day, after the programme 
was suspended due to the 
fast-spreading Omicron 
Covid-19 variant.
Pandemic travel curbs have 
hammered the kingdom’s 
tourism-dominated econ-
omy, sending visitor num-
bers dwindling to a trickle.
Fully vaccinated travellers 
will now be able to enter 
under the “test and go” 
scheme as long as they take 
Covid tests on the first and 
fifth days after arriving, 
spokesman for the coun-
try’s Covid-19 taskforce 
Taweesin Visanuyothin 
told reporters. Visitors will 
have to isolate at a hotel 
while waiting for their test 
results and will be required 
to download a tracking 
app to ensure they comply 
with the rules. Seeking to 
bounce back from its worst 
economic performance 
since the 1997 Asian fi-
nancial crisis, Thailand 
launched the “test and go” 
scheme in November as an 
alternative to two weeks’ 
hotel quarantine.
The programme was sus-
pended late last month over 
fears about Omicron, but 
with deaths and hospitalisa-
tions not spiking, Tawees-
in said it could resume, 
though the authorities will 
keep it under review.
“In case there are more 
infections or the situation 
changes, there will be a 
re-assessment for inbound 
travellers and adjust to-
ward the sandbox scheme,” 
Taweesin said. 
Under the sandbox pro-
gramme launched last 
year as a first step to-
wards resuming tourism, 
fully jabbed visitors spend 
seven nights in certain 
designated locations, such 
as the resort island of 
Phuket, before being al-
lowed to travel on to the 
rest of Thailand. – APP

North Korea 
hints at 

restart of 
nuclear tests
SEOUL: North Korea 
hinted Thursday it could 
resume nuclear and long-
range weapons tests as it 
prepares for “confronta-
tion” with Washington, its 
latest threat after a string 
of sanctions-busting missile 
launches. 
Pyongyang has not tested 
inter-continental ballistic 
missiles or nukes since 
2017, putting launches on 
hold as leader Kim Jong 
Un embarked on a blitz 
of high-level diplomacy, 
meeting then-US president 
Donald Trump three times 
before talks collapsed two 
years later.
Since then, the nucle-
ar-armed North has re-
buffed US offers of talks 
while restarting some test-
ing, including of hypersonic 
missiles, as Kim pursues 
his avowed goal of further 
strengthening his military.
When Washington imposed 
fresh sanctions last week, 
Pyongyang said it was a 
“provocation” and ramped 
up conventional weapons 
tests, vowing a “stronger 
and certain” response to ef-
forts to rein it in.
“The hostile policy and mil-
itary threat by the US have 
reached a danger line that 
can not be overlooked any 
more,” a report on a meet-
ing of the country’s Politbu-
ro in state media KCNA said 
Thursday.
The North’s top officials 
“unanimously recognized 
that we should make more 
thorough preparation for 
a long-term confrontation 
with the US imperialists,” 
KCNA reported.
This includes examining 
restarting all temporari-
ly-suspended activities, the 
report added. 
The potential resumption 
of tests of nuclear weapons 
and long-range ballistic mis-
siles capable of hitting the 
continental United States 
come at a delicate time in 
the region, with Kim’s sole 
major ally China set to host 
the Winter Olympics next 
month and South Korea 
gearing up for a presidential 
election in March. – APP

CIA says ‘Havana 
Syndrome’ is not 

foreign power drive
Web Desk

WASHINGTON: The CIA has concluded that US diplomats 
suffering mysterious headaches and nausea in what has 
been dubbed “Havana Syndrome” were not targeted in a 
global campaign by a foreign power, reports said Wednes-
day.  NBC News, The New York Times and Politico cited 
multiple officials briefed on a CIA intelligence assessment 
on the incidents that first surfaced among diplomats in 2016 
in the Cuban capital, in which US and Canadian officials 
complained of severe headaches, nausea and possible brain 
damage after hearing high-pitched sounds.
Since then, diplomatic and intelligence officials have report-
ed similar experiences in countries including Australia, Aus-
tria, China, Colombia, Germany and Russia.
The reports said the CIA did not rule out foreign involve-
ment in about two dozen cases that remain unexplained, 
which continue to be investigated. 
“In hundreds of other cases of possible symptoms, the 
agency has found plausible, alternate explanations,” the 
NBC sources told the network.
Some US officials previously alleged the cases could have 
been caused by Russian microwave attacks, but scientists 
expressed doubts about the theory and said there was not 
one affliction or cause of the reported cases. The reports 
said the CIA document reported interim findings.

Tokyo shares 
rebound as 
China cuts 

lending rate
TOKYO: Tokyo’s bench-
mark Nikkei index closed 
higher Thursday, bouncing 
back from sharp losses in 
the previous session as Chi-
na’s central bank cut key 
lending rates, brightening 
market sentiment.
The Nikkei 225 added 1.11 
percent, or 305.70 points, to 
27,772.93, while the broad-
er Topix index gained 0.98 
percent, or 18.81 points, to 
1,938.53.– APP

Crisis-hit Sri Lanka 
hikes interest rates

Foreign Desk

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s 
central bank hiked inter-
est rates Thursday in a bid 
to tame rampant inflation 
and discourage consumer 
spending as the country 
suffers a foreign currency 
shortage and teeters on 
the brink of default.
The island nation of around 
22 million has seen short-
ages of food and fuel as 
well as electricity ration-
ing, with rating agencies 
warning it might not be 
able to meet repayments 
on its debts. Inflation hit 
a record 12.1 percent last 
month. The central bank 
raised the benchmark de-
posit and lending rates by 
50 basis points each to 5.5 
percent and 6.5 percent 

respectively. The hike was 
the first since August.
It said in a statement that 
the higher borrowing costs 
would encourage savings 
and discourage consump-
tion, thereby reducing de-
mand for imports at a time 
when the country’s foreign 
reserves were under pres-
sure. “We want to give a 
very clear message that... 
inflation was being dealt 
with,” bank governor Ajith 
Nivard Cabraal told report-
ers. The island’s tourism 
sector and worker remit-
tances, the government’s 
main sources of income, 
have been battered by the 
pandemic.
It said the economy grew 
4.0 percent last year, hav-
ing suffered a record 3.6 
percent contraction in 
2020.

Ancient 
Afghan 

minaret in 
danger 

Agencies

KABUL: An 800-year-old 
minaret considered one 
of the finest examples of 
Islamic architecture in Af-
ghanistan was damaged by 
two earthquakes this week 
and is in danger of collapse, 
an official has said.
The Minaret of Jam, a UN-
ESCO world heritage monu-
ment in the central province 
of Ghor, was in desperate 
need of repair even before 
Monday’s quakes, but pro-
vincial official Abdul Hai 
Zaeem told AFP the 65-me-
tre (213-foot) structure had 
weakened further.
“Some of the bricks have 
come off and the mina-
ret itself has tilted more,” 
Zaeem, head of Ghor’s in-
formation and culture de-
partment, said late Wednes-
day. “If proper attention is 
not given, it is possible that 
the minaret will collapse.”
Monday’s twin quakes killed 
at least 22 people and de-
stroyed hundreds of homes 
in western Badghis prov-
ince, with the tremors felt 
across the country.
“Although an earthquake 
did occur a few days ago... 
there is no evidence at the 
moment to support the 
theory that the minaret has 
become fragile,” UNESCO 
said in a statement to AFP.
“Nevertheless, we have asked 
our contacts in the province 
of Ghor to verify this.” Built in 
the 12th Century during the 
reign of Sultan Ghiyasuddin, 
the Minaret of Jam has weath-
ered earthquakes, floods and 
harsh desert storms -- and the 
years have taken their toll.
In 2002, the minaret and 
its archaeological remains 
became the first site in Af-
ghanistan to be added to 
UNESCO’s World Heritage 
List.Built on an octagonal 
base, it has an interior dou-
ble staircase and is elabo-
rately decorated. Its date 
of construction is given as 
around 1190.
It sits in a rugged, inaccessi-
ble valley along the Harirud 
river, well off Afghanistan’s 
tourist track even in the 
1960s, when the country 
was a magnet for hardy 
Western travellers. 
Archeologists backed by 
UNESCO have tried previ-
ously to repair the minaret, 
but its remote location -- in 
the heart of territory con-
trolled by the Taliban even 
before they took power in 
August -- meant security 
was always an issue.

Russia’s 
only female 

cosmonaut to 
travel to space
MOSCOW: Russia’s sole 
active female cosmonaut, 
Anna Kikina, is due to travel 
to the International Space 
Station in September on a 
Soyuz rocket, the national 
space agency said Thursday.
Kikina, a 37-year-old engi-
neer, will be only the fifth 
professional woman cos-
monaut from Russia or the 
Soviet Union to fly to space.
Last year, the Russian space 
agency Roscosmos said 
“our beauty” Kikina would 
fly aboard SpaceX’s Crew 
Dragon as part of a cross-
flights deal between Roscos-
mos and NASA.
On Thursday, Roscosmos 
said that if the two countries 
finalise the deal, Kikina will 
fly to space with the Amer-
icans in August, while NA-
SA’s Francisco Rubio will 
travel on a Soyuz.
But if the deal does not 
work out, she will travel to 
the ISS on a Soyuz rocket 
in September. The last Rus-
sian woman to fly to space 
was Elena Serova, who 
spent 167 days aboard the 
ISS from September, 2014 
to March, 2015. 
Soviet cosmonaut Valentina 
Tereshkova became the first 
woman in space when she 
travelled into orbit on June 
16, 1963. 
Svetlana Savitskaya was the 
second woman in space, and 
the first woman to perform 
a spacewalk in July, 1984. 
In October, Russia also sent 
to space an actress, Yulia 
Peresild, who spent 12 days 
on the ISS shooting scenes 
for a movie. – APP



Khayam Abbasi

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan recorded 
6,808 new COVID-19 cases, the 
second-highest daily case count 
since the coronavirus pandemic 
started in 2020, official figures 
showed Thursday morning, as the 
country witnesses a rapid rise in 
infections due to the Omicron var-
iant. The highest daily toll was re-
corded on June 13, 2020, when the 
country reported 6,825 coronavi-
rus cases, the National Command 
and Operation Centre’s (NCOC) 
data showed.
The positivity rate in the coun-
try jumped to a nine-month high 
Thursday morning as the infection 
rate was reported at 11.55% after 
58,943 tests were conducted, the 
NCOC’s data showed. The active 
cases, too, shot up and now stand 
at 51,094 from just 44,717 in the 
last 24 hours, official figures 
showed, with total deaths stand-
ing at 29,042 after five more peo-
ple succumbed to the virus. The 
NCOC had on Wednesday finally 
issued revised coronavirus guide-
lines and SOPs for the education, 
restaurant, entertainment, and 
other sectors as Pakistan strug-
gles to contain the spread of the 
Omicron variant.
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IslamabadPOST
Glad to know that Batik is
famous in Pakistan: envoy

Staff Report

LAHORE: Adam M. Tugio, Ambassador of the Repub-
lic of Indonesia to Pakistan has stated that, ‘Batik’ is 
Indonesia’s most developed and ancient art forms, it 
is an expression through which one can express and 
convey their inspiration, feelings and message. 
He highlighted that this art form can be modified 
and used with many other art forms, mentioning the 
example of Pakistani truck art and the art of Paki-
stan’s provinces, the ambassador stated that BATIK 
can be connected to all of them.
Furthermore, to introduce BATIK in Pakistan and 
to boost cultural connectivity and people to peo-
ple contact, he announced a BATIK competition 
for students of Pakistan. He emphasized that win-
ners will be invited to Indonesia so they may have 
a first-hand experience of being trained in BATIK 
and exploring the culture of Indonesia. He said, 
I’m very proud to know that BATIK is already very 
popular in Pakistan as it is now part of the cur-
riculum of University college of Arts and Design, 
University of the Punjab, Lahore. He appreciated 
the talented young students of the University and 
was of the view that Pakistani youth has immense 
talent and potential to excel in different fields and 
make Pakistan part of the global supply chain. 
While discussing about the shared religious, 
cultural and historical ties, he shared an inter-
esting video about the similarities between Pa-
kistan and Indonesia. 
Prof. Dr. Saleem Mazhar, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Uni-
versity of the Punjab, Lahore expressed his grat-
itude to His ExcellencyAdam M. Tugiofor praising 
the students and motivating them to do more.
He further stated that, in the contemporary times 
international and national connectivity is of great 

significance. In this regard, CGSS has been a huge 
support for University of the Punjab, Lahore as it 
has been instrumental in promoting the students 
and academia, internationally. 
Prof. Dr. Sumera Jawad, Principal, University 
College of Arts and Design, University of the 
Punjab, Lahore emphasized that students of  
University  College of Arts and Design have 
worked really hard for the exhibition. She 
states that they are excited and passionate to 

further introduce innovative ideas and  creative 
mediums by using BATIK.
Dr. Fozia Hadi, Director, Regional Integration Center 
(RIC), University of the Punjab, Lahore shared that 
the word Batik is derived from the Javanese word 
‘amba’, means ‘to write’, the suffix ‘titik’ means little 
dot or to make dots.  Dr. Ansa Mubashra, Incharge, 
Textile Design Department, University College of 
Arts and Design, University of the Punjab, Lahore 
delivered the closing remarks. 

Says  Pakistani youth has immense talent and potential

BRUSSELS: EU chief Ursula von der 
Leyen on Thursday warned Russia 
its trade with the European Union 
was “far more important” than the 
other way around, as Europe readied 
a response to a possible attack on 
Ukraine. The warning came as the 
West and Russia escalated rhetoric 
over Ukraine, as tens of thousands 
of Russian troops massed on the 
Ukrainian border.
“If the situation deteriorates, if 
there are any further attacks on the 
territorial integrity of Ukraine, we 

will respond with massive econom-
ic and financial sanctions,” von der 
Leyen told a virtual session of the 
World Economic Forum in a video-
link speech. “The European Union 
is by far Russia’s biggest trading 
partner and by far the largest in-
vestor. And yes, this trading rela-
tionship is important to us. But it 
is far more important to Russia,” 
she said.
“We hope an attack won’t happen. 
But if it does, we are prepared.”
The situation is fanning fears that the 
relatively low-level conflict in Ukraine, 
part of which Russia annexed in 2014 
and where Russia-backed forces con-
tinue to exchange fire with Ukrainian 
troops, could blow up into a far bigger 
confrontation. The European Union 
has not publicly said what economic 
sanctions it would impose in retalia-
tion for a further Russian invasion. 
But it has made clear it would work in 
lockstep with the United States to ex-
act some form of harsh punishment 
on Moscow if Russian troops rolled 
into Ukraine. – APP

EU chief warns
Russia on trade ties

1,131 fresh 
Covid-19 

cases 
reported in 

capital
Staff Report

ISLAMABAD, Health officials 
on Thursday said that 1,131 new 
Coronavirus cases were reported 
in the federal capital during the 
last 24 hours.According to an offi-
cial of the National Command and 
Operation Center (NCOC), as many 
as 702 cases were reported on 
Wednesday while 479 cases were 
reported on Tuesday. 
He said so far 113,688 cases were 
reported from the federal capi-
tal and 969 deaths were reported 
from Islamabad Capital Territory 
(ICT) while 108,253 patients had 
recovered completely. 
Meanwhile, on the direction of 
the Ministry of National Health 
Services, the district administra-
tion of Islamabad continues sur-
veillance of different areas of the 
capital to reduce transmission 
of the infection in the selected 
streets and other sectors.

Pak records
highest daily 
Covid count
Indoor dinning banned in Islamabad

But it has made clear it would work in 
lockstep with the United States to exact 

some form of harsh punishment on Moscow if 
Russian troops rolled into Ukraine

IHC indicts ex-chief 
judge GB Rana Shamim 

Indictment of journalists deferred 
ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High Court (IHC) on Thursday indicted former 
chief judge Gilgit Baltistan Rana Shamim in contempt of court case pertaining 
his allegation against ex-chief justice Saqib Nisar in an affidavit.
However, the court decided not to frame charges against owner of a media house 
Mir Shakeelur Rehman, senior journalists Ansar Abbasi and Aamir Ghauri. 
IHC’s Chief Justice Athar Minallah heard the case regarding the above men-
tioned matter. Framing charges against the accused, the court said it couldn’t 
give license to anyone to disrespect it.  It may be mentioned here that the IHC 
had initiated a contempt of court case after a news story was published in an 
English daily newspaper leveling allegations on ex-chief justice of Pakistan Saqib 
Nisar for holding a telephonic conversation about the cases of ex-prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif and her daughter Maryam Nawaz. – APP

Romania 
ready to 

host French 
troops: 

president
“I welcome the explicit 

announcement of 
President Joe Biden to 

increase the US military 
presence in Romania, 
on the eastern flank, if 
the security situation 
deteriorates further”, 

Iohannis said.
BUCHAREST: Romanian President 
Klaus Iohannis on Thursday wel-
comed French counterpart Emma-
nuel Macron’s announcement of a 
possible troop deployment on NA-
TO’s Eastern flank as fears rise of a 
Russian attack on Ukraine.
Macron on Wednesday expressed 
France’s “readiness to go further, 
and within the framework of NATO to 
commit to new missions ... in particu-
lar in Romania”.
“I warmly welcome President Em-
manuel Macron’s announcement on 
France’s readiness to participate in 
NATO’s forward military presence in 
Romania,” Iohannis tweeted. “The Ro-
mania-France strategic partnership will 
thus be reinforced on the Eastern flank, 
in the Black Sea region”, he added.
Across Europe fears are mounting that 
a major conflict could break out as 
Russia has tens of thousands of troops 
massed on the Ukrainian border.
Moscow insists it has no plans to invade 
but has at the same time laid down a 
series of demands -- including a ban on 
Ukraine joining NATO -- in exchange for 
de-escalation. Romania, a NATO mem-
ber since 2004 and which already hosts 
around 1,000 US troops on its territory, 
also said it was ready to welcome more 
American soldiers.
US President Joe Biden said on 
Wednesday that Washington would 
“actually increase troop presence in Po-
land, in Romania, et cetera, if in fact he 
(the Russian president) moves because 
we have a sacred obligation in Article 
5 to defend those countries.  They are 
part of NATO”. “I welcome the explicit 
announcement of President Joe Biden 
to increase the US military presence 
in Romania, on the eastern flank, if the 
security situation deteriorates further”, 
Iohannis said. – APP

Afghanistan 
women 

losing jobs
News Desk

KABUL: In a small tailoring workshop 
in Kabul, 29-year-old Afghan entrepre-
neur Sohaila Noori looks on as her dra-
matically reduced workforce of around 
30 women sew scarves, dresses and 
baby clothes. A few months ago, before 
the Taliban movement seized power in 
August, she employed more than 80 
people, mostly women, across three dif-
ferent textile workshops.
“In the past, we had so much work to 
do,” said Noori, who was determined to 
keep her business running in order to 
employ as many women as she could.
“We had different types of contracts, we 
could easily pay a salary to our master 
tailors and other workers, but currently 
we have no contracts.”
With Afghanistan’s economy deep in 
crisis — billions of dollars in aid and re-
serves have been cut off and ordinary 
people have little money even for basics 
— enterprises like Noori’s are strug-
gling to stay afloat.
Making matters worse, the Taliban 
will only allow women to work subject 
to their interpretation of Islamic law, 
prompting some to leave jobs out of 
fear of punishment by a group that se-
verely restricted their freedom the last 
time it ruled. Hard-won gains in wom-
en’s rights over the last two decades 
have been quickly reversed, and reports 
from international rights experts and 
labour organisations this week painted 
a bleak picture for female employment 
and access to public space.
Though the economic crisis is hitting 
the entire country — some agencies pre-
dict it will leave almost the entire popu-
lation in poverty in the coming months 
— the effect is disproportionately felt by 
women.
“The crisis in Afghanistan has made an 
already challenging situation for wom-
en workers even worse,” said Ramin 
Behzad, Senior Coordinator of the In-
ternational Labour Organization (ILO) 
for Afghanistan.

Another 
pig-to-human 

kidney transplant
WASHINGTON: A US medical team 
on Thursday announced it had carried 
out the second-known kidney transplant 
from a pig to a human, the first inside 
the body of a brain dead recipient.
The procedure, which was described in 
a scientific paper, comes on the heels of 
the successful implantation of a porcine 
heart into a person earlier this month. 
It is hoped that advances in the field 
of so-called xenotransplantation, or 
cross-species organ donation, could one 
day solve the chronic shortage of organ 
donations.
“Today’s results are a remarkable 
achievement for humanity and advance 
xenotransplant into the clinical realm,” 
said Selwyn Vickers, dean of the Uni-
versity of Alabama at Birmingham 
(UAB) Heersink School of Medicine, 
which carried out the procedure.
The first pig kidney was transplanted in 
a human by a team at New York Univer-
sity (NYU) Langone on September 25 
2021, and involved a brain dead patient 
on a ventilator whose family had given 
permission for the proof-of-concept 
experiment. That procedure involved 
attaching a kidney to blood vessels on 
the top of one of the patient’s legs, so 
that scientists could observe it and take 
biopsy samples.– APP

Pentagon releases 
footage of Kabul 

drone strike

News Desk

WASHINTON: The Pentagon for the 
first time publicly released drone foot-
age of a botched strike in Kabul that 
killed 10 members of a family, includ-
ing seven children, amid the chaotic 
US withdrawal from the country.
The footage was initially obtained 
through a Freedom of Information 
Act lawsuit by The New York Times 
and was subsequently released by 
US Central Command on Thursday. 
It appears to underscore how, by 
the Pentagon’s own account, limited 
intelligence, a heightened state of 
alert, and rushed decision-making 
led to the killing of civilians.
The fuzzy footage, which officials told 
the newspaper was recorded by two 
MQ-9 Reaper drones, shows the mo-
ments before the fatal drone strike on 
a car in a courtyard in Kabul on August 
29. One segment of footage appears to 
show a shorter, blurry figure in white 
next to a taller figure in black in the 
courtyard as the targeted car backs in 
to park, according to the analysis by 
the Times. While footage also shows 
figures moving around the courtyard 
in the minutes before the strike – and 
one person open the passenger door 
to the targeted car – the Times notes 
the heights of the figures cannot be de-
termined from the murky footage.
A flash of fire indicates the moment of 
the strike and people can be seen run-
ning in the aftermath.
The US military initially stood by the 
attack, which they said targeted an 
operative of Islamic State in Khorasan 
Province (ISIS-K).


