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ISLAMABAD: National Se-
curity Advis-
er (NSA) Dr
Moeed Yusuf
on Thursday
expressed
his pleas-
ure to receive Microsoft
co-founder Bill Gates and
his colleagues at the Af-
ghanistan Inter-Ministerial
Coordination Cell (AICC).
The NSA in a tweet on
his official Twitter handle
shared his views on receiv-
ing the Microsoft co-found-
er who made his maiden
day-long visit to Pakistan on
the invitation of Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan.

Dr Moeed further wrote,
“We had a very productive
conversation with interna-
tional organizations and
Pakistani experts.” Earlier,
Bill Gates held a one-on-one
meeting with the Prime Min-
ister and also visited the Na-
tional Command and Opera-
tion Centre (NCOC). — APP

FATF
proposals
completed

StAFF REPORT
ISLAMABAD: Foreign Of-

EX 1| fice says
7 Pakistan

q 's: has faithful-
ly complied

with and
_Jb' completed
all technical requirements

of Financial Action Task
Force, hoping the world
body will also take deci-
sions in accordance with
the technical standards. At
his weekly news briefing in
Islamabad on Friday, For-
eign Office Spokesperson
Asim Iftikhar said there are
issues of politicization in
the FATF by some countries
wherein technical require-
ments are set aside and po-
litical considerations take
the forefront. He, however,
said Pakistan is a strong
and important country and
it knows to defend its in-
terests. Responding to a
question, the Foreign Office
Spokesperson said Pakistan
has faced and confronted the
menace of terrorism with a
lot of courage and success.
He said India has a track re-
cord of supporting terrorism
in Pakistan. We are aware of
the threat and we will take
all necessary steps to halt it.

Holiday Notice

The offices of daily
Islamabad POST shall
remain closed on Saturday
on account of weekly off
therefore there will be no
newspaper on Sunday.

- Editorj
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‘A mistake ~
to allow
Nawaz go’

“If Shahbaz Sharif is innocent,
then why 1s he running away from
courts?” the Premier questioned

Yoosur Baurta

MANDI BAHAUDDIN: Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan on Friday said that
letting PML-N supremo Nawaz Sharif
leave Pakistan was a “major mistake”
of the incumbent government.

The prime minister, addressing the rally
in Mandi Bahauddin, lashed out PML-N,
PPP, and other Opposition parties for
“looting the country’s wealth and stash-
ing their money abroad”. Turning his
guns towards PML-N President Shah-
baz Sharif, the premier said that he had
a “weak heart and knew he would not
be able to escape if his case (of being
a guarantor in Nawaz Sharif’s case) is
heard”. “If Shahbaz Sharif is innocent,
then why is he running away from
courts?” the prime minister questioned.
The prime minister said since he did
not run away from the court whenever
he was summoned and provided every
document that the judiciary demanded.
“Why are you (Shahbaz) running away
from courts? Ask for a day-to-day hear-
ing,” he advised the leader of the Oppo-
sition. Taking a jibe at PML-N Vice Pres-
ident Maryam Nawaz, he said Nawaz’s
daughter claims she has “tapes” on gov-
ernment officials. “Have you ever heard
a politician blackmail (others) via tapes,”
he asked. PM Imran blamed PML-N for

Continued on Page 06

Fawad laughs
off long

march talk

GuLzar NosHI

MANDI BAHUDDIN: Taunting the
opposition parties for
their planned ‘long
march’ on Islamabad,
Federal Minister for
Information Fawad
Chaudhry said on Fri-
day that not to speak
of a ‘march’, the opposition parties
could not even walk. The minister
was of the view that governments
could not be changed through the tac-
tics being employed by the opposition
right now. “In order to bring about
regime change, parties must have an
ideology; they must have the support
of masses,” he said, adding that it’s
a pity that Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fa-
z1 (JUI-F) chief Maulana Fazlur Re-
hman brought seminary students
with him to participate in the march.
“Is this the way, the governments
are sent packing,” he questioned?

Continued on Page 06

East Ukraine sees its
worst shelling 1n years

Head of the self-proclaimed Donetsk People’s
Republic announced evacuation plan

CENTRELINE REPORT

MOSCOW/KYIV: Russian-backed sep-
aratists in eastern Ukraine said on
Friday they planned to evacuate their
breakaway region’s residents to Russia,
a stunning turn in a conflict the West
believes Moscow could use to justify an
invasion of Ukraine. Announcing the
move on social media, Denis Pushilin,
head of the self-proclaimed Donetsk
People’s Republic, said Russia had
agreed to provide accommodation for
those who leave. Women, children and
the elderly should be evacuated first.

There was no immediate comment from
Russian officials or from Kyiv. Millions of
civilians are believed to live in the two re-
bel-held regions of eastern Ukraine; most
are Russian speakers and many have al-
ready been granted Russian citizenship.

The eastern Ukraine conflict zone saw
the most intense artillery bombardment
for years on Friday, with the Kyiv govern-
ment and the separatists trading blame.

Continued on Page 06

‘Build-up most
significant
since WW2’

GENEVA: Russia’s build-up of
troops along the Ukrainian border
is “the most significant military mo-
bilisation in Europe since the Sec-
ond World War”, the US delegation
to the Organisation for Security
and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE)
has said. “Rather than provide
transparency and engage in risk
reduction, Russia has chosen to
provide disinformation and engage
in denial and deception”, Michael
Carpenter said, adding that there
are now 169,000-190,000 Russian
troops “in and near Ukraine”.

“It cynically tries to portray
Ukraine, NATO, and the United
States as aggressors at the same
time as it positions a massive
strike force, threatening to invade
its neighbour.” — News Desk
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MANDI BAHAUDDIN: Prime Minister Imran Khan addressing a public rally in

Mandi Bahauddin, on Friday. — DNA

Army Chief
calls on
Belgian
Defence
Minister

Belgium
appreciates
Pakistan’s sincere
efforts for peace
and stability in
the region

DNA

BRUSSELS: General Qamar Javed Bajwa,
Chief of Army Staff (COAS), on official
visit to Belgium, called on Mrs Ludivine
Dedonder, Minister of Defence, Admiral
Michel Hofman, Chief of Defence and
Major General Pierre Gerard, Chief of
Staff of the Land Component, Belgium.
During the meetings matters of mutual
interest, overall regional security situ-
ation and bilateral relations were dis-
cussed. COAS expressed that Pakistan
values its bilateral relations with Bel-
gium . Both sides agreed to further opti-
mize military-to-military ties particularly
in defence production, training, Counter
Terrorism and intelligence domains.
Belgian dignitaries acknowledged the pro-
fessionalism of Pakistan Armed Forces.
They also appreciated Pakistan’s sincere
efforts for peace and stability in the region
and reiterated earnest desire for enhanc-
ing bilateral cooperation in all domains.

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Friday marked the 15th
anniversary of the horrific terrorist
attack on the Samjhauta Express that
claimed the lives of 68 innocent passen-
gers including 44 Pakistani nationals.

The Indian Charge d’Affaires in Islam-
abad was summoned to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and was conveyed Paki-
stan’s severe disappointment at Indian
Government’s callousness towards the
plight of the families of the Pakistani
nationals who await justice even after
the passage of fifteen years. The Indi-
an diplomat was further conveyed our
alarm that the Hindutva extremism and
“Saffron terror” that had motivated the

Continued on Page 06

Pak wants justice
for Samjhauta

Express victims

The Indian Charge d’Affaires was
summoned and was conveyed
Pakistan’s severe disappointment

Minorities in
India suffer
hardships: FM

NEews DEsk

DUBAIL: Foreign Minister Shah
Mahmood Qureshi says Hindutva
ideology has dominated India and mi-
norities including Christians, Mus-
lims and Sikhs were facing hardship.
Talking to media in Dubai, he said
that nobody had right to put restric-
tions on the culture, traditions and
values of Muslims in India. He said
that Indians themselves were raising
voice against the RSS ideology.

DNA

RAMALLAH: The State of Pales-
tine has welcomed the decision by
the United Nations Committee on
the Elimination of Racial Discrimina-
tion to set up an Ad Hoc Conciliation
Commission to report on Israel’s
continued and gross violations of the
Convention and its provisions. Israel’s
discrimination and racism against the
Palestinian people violate the basic
tenets of international law and human-
ity as a whole. The fight against racism
and discrimination must be universal.
The State of Palestine deplores Is-

Palestine welcomes
UN decision on
Israeli violations

rael, the occupying Power, refusal to
cooperate with the Commission and
affirms that it is obligated to facilitate
the mission of the Commission.

The State of Palestine calls on the
States Parties to CERD and the inter-
national community as a whole to sup-
port the work of the Commission and
its members and assume their moral
and legal obligations to end all forms
of discrimination. The State of Pales-
tine stands ready to fully and effective-
ly cooperate with the Commission, in
accordance with its obligations and
responsibilities, in order to ensure the
efficacy of both the Convention and
the international legal order.

Taliban's 6 months in Power: HR violations continue

Governing Afghanistan after departure of President Dr. Ashraf
Ghani was a test for Taliban in which they seem to have failed

Ex-Official house
attacked, three killed

Bureau REPORT

SHAMIM SHAHID

PESHAWAR: Instead of materializing
its commitments or demands of inter-
national community regarding Human
Rights, the Taliban rulers are still mak-
ing their best to settle scores with the
political rivals and common people who
remained part of previous government
installed according to Bonn Accord.
Though thousands of people have
abandoned the country and slipped
into different countries yet still leading
politicians including former President,
ex-Chief Executive and several other
politicians are stranded in Afghanistan.
The incumbent Taliban rule now en-
tered into seventh month but they
are yet to frame strategies aimed at
addressing wishes and expectation of
international community, who has huge
concerns regarding Human Rights

situation. In last six months, almost
members of international community
demonstrated firm belief in return of
“peace and stability” in war-devastated
Afghanistan, which is possible only by
empowering a “broad based and accept-
able coalition government.” But the
Taliban leaders are reluctant to do so.

Though after getting a letter from
Saudi Arabia, the Taliban leaders and
officials are behaving with common
people but they are yet to facilitate
political rivals or those who remain
part of previous governments. All of
them are very indifferent in attitude
with politicians and leaders like Hamid
Karzai, Dr. Abdullah, Engineer Gulba-
din Hekmatyar and others. Taliban are
not only treating these politicians as ri-
vals but even calling them as puppets.
Like past, Taliban have again convert-
ed Afghanistan into a prison whereas
one can enjoy security but he is de-

prived of his basic human and political
rights, remarked an Afghan journalist.
Besides political hardships, the econom-
ic disorder, growing unemployment and
nonpayment of salaries in government
organs are compelling people to aban-
don country and fly abroad. Almost all
banks have ceased to function. Only two
to three international flights are oper-
ating from Kabul Airport. Girl schools
from 6th to 12th classes are still shut-
tered whereas Universities and pro-
fessional colleges are functioning with
separate classes for male and female stu-
dents. The teachers have been paid only
three months salaries. A large number of
schools, colleges and universities teach-
ers were either left for foreign countries
or have adopted other jobs due to fears
of aggression, violence and denial of
salaries. The situation is worsening for

Continued on Page 06

PESHAWAR- Some unknown armed persons attacked house of former First
Deputy Chief Executive Engineer Muhammad Khan at Kabul and killed
three persons including an woman. Engineer Muhammad Khan told a Radio
late on Thursday night that in the attack, his wife, young son and a security
guard have been shot dead. He timely reported the violent act to Taliban.

In his Radio talk, Engineer Muhammad Khan said that after coming into
power, Taliban raided his home and Hujra for a couple of times. They
seized arms and made disarmed his own personal security guards. The
attackers, he said, were “portraying them as Taliban.”

Engineer Muhammad Khan is younger brother of Abdul Hadi Arghani-
wal, former minister in Hamid Karzai cabinet. Arghandiwal is leading
a faction of Hizbe Islami Afghanistan. Earlier he remained an ally of
Hamid Karzai and later on joined Dr. Abdullah Abdul in 2014.
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Briefs

PESHAWAR: Pesco author-
ities on Friday have notified
power shutdown in various
areas of provincial metropolis
due to maintenance work.
According to Pesco, pow-
er supply would remain
suspended from 132 KV
Jamrud-Hayatabad  Trans-
mission Line on Feb 20
from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
resultantly load manage-
ment would be carried out
on 132 KV FF Steel mill and
Jamrud grid.

Power supply would remain
suspended from 132 KV
Warsak Power House New
Warsak Transmission Line on
Feb 21 from 9:00 AM to 4:00
PM resultantly load manage-
ment would be carried out on
132 KV New Warsak and Sha-
hi Bagh Grid Station.
Similarly , power supply
would remain suspended
from 132 KV Peshawar City
Grid Station on Feb 19 ,22
and 24 from 9AM to 2PM,
resultantly consumers of 11
KV Nishtarabad, Chughal
Pura, Zaryab, Yousaf Abad,
Ring Road, Sethi Town feed-
ers will face inconvenience.
Power supply would re-
main suspended from 132
KV Peshawar Fort Grid
Station on Feb 19 ,22 and
24from  9:00 AM to 2:00
PM, resultantly consum-
ers of 11 KV Karim Pura,
Chowk Yadgar, Wazir Bagh,
Qissa Khwani feeders will
face inconvenience. — APP

Five more
die of Corona
in KP

PESHAWAR: Five more
persons died of coronavi-
rus (Covid-19) as 515 new
cases were confirmed in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa dur-
ing the last 24 hours, said
Corona updates shared by
the Health Department
here on Friday.

With five more deaths, the
toll from the disease in the
province has climbed to
6182 while due to decline in
new cases and recoveries of
the patients; the number of
total active cases has been
decreased to 11670, while
654 patients have been re-
covered from the disease
during the same period.

As many as 11025 tests
were conducted, out of
which 515 proved positive
for coronavirus. — APP

Imparting
digital skills
to youth top

priority

PESHAWAR: Minister for
Science and Information
Technology, Atif Khan on
Friday said that IT depart-
ment has introduced a se-
ries of courses for youth
across the newly Merged
districts of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa to master digital
skills to expand their em-
ployment opportunities and
know-how of the ever-evolv-
ing digital world.

In a statement, he said that
under the employable dig-
ital skills for the youth of
merged districts hundreds
youth would be trained in
skills like, graphics design,
wordpress design and devel-
opment, social media mar-
keting, mobile application
development and blogging
and content writing.

The minister said that
easy and fast employment
opportunities for youth are
possible through promo-
tion of digital industry in
the province.

He said that Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Information Tech-
nology board (KPITB) has
set up eight IT labs so far
in the government schools
of newly merged districts
of under early age program-
ming & IT essentials for
the children of government
schools of merged districts
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in
order to improve quality
of ICT education in gov-
ernment schools of new-
ly merged districts,The
Science Technology and
Information Technology
(ST&IT) department has
also started Early Age Pro-
gramming & IT Essentials
for the Children of Govern-
ment Schools of Merged
Districts of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Project with a total
budget of Rs.38.78 million.

The IT labs have been setup
GHS Kohi Sher Hider Bara,
GHS Jan Khan Kalli Bara,
GGHS mawaz Kali Bara
snf GGHS Gulabad Jamrud,
Khyber district, GHS Tooti
Bag, GHS Ghiljo, GGHS
Mirobak and GGHS Sarobi
of Orakzai district. — APP

DC Gujrat inaugurates
Panah Gah of 200 beds

Panah Gah has been constructed under Public-Private partnership by a renown
real estate business tycoon, Panah Gah will be run by Social Welfare Deptt. Punjab

Yoosur Baurta

GUJRAT: Deputy Commissioner Gujrat and
a philanthropist Choudhary Ijaz Warraich
has formally opened the newly constructed
Panah Gah in Aziz Bhatti Shaheed Hospital
here Thursday. Following the prime minis-
ter’s policy, a big Panah Gah with a capacity
of 200 beds has started functioning here in

Aziz Bhatti Shaheed Hospital.

According to details a big Panah Gah has

been constructed under Public-Private

nership by a renown real estate business ty-
coon Mr. Choudhary Ijaz Warraich. It is re-

ported that Panah Gah will be run by Social
Welfare Deptt. Punjab. DC Gujrat Dr, Khur-
ram Shehzad told the press that the Panah
Gah will entertain at least 200 persons at
once who will be provided food twice a day.
He further told that the attendants of ad-
mitted patients in ABS Hospital who come
from remote areas will also enjoy this
facility. Residential rooms for men and
women have been separately constructed
with all facilities of light, fans, air condi-
tioners and wash rooms, he added.
Retired accountant
committed suicide
A retired accountant of Health Department

mestic problems.

on the spot.
take any legal action.
part-

tehsil Gujrat.

Gujrat Raja Fazal ur Rehman committed su-
icide due to domestic problems here Friday.
It is reported that Raja Fazal ur Rehman
was depressed since some time due to do-

He wrapped himself in a blanket, He sprayed
petrol on the blanket and set himself on fire.
He succumbed to serious injuries and died

The heirs of the deceased have refused to
New AC appointed

Mr. Umer Daraz Gondal has been ap-
pointed new Assistant Commissioner of

He was replaced with Mr. Faisal Mangat
who has been transferred to Sargodha.
Five bikes stolen
within 24 hours

Five motorcycles have been stolen in

Gujrat within 24 hours. According to
details these motorcycles were owned
by Zahid Usman, Jaan Alam, Naeem

Igbal, Saghir Akhtar and Tanzeem Akhtar

which were stolen from Makiana, Qa-

mar Sialvi Road, Rangpur, Kheewa and

Mohla Langrian respectively. FIRs were
registered in Civil Lines, Lorry Adda,
Rehmania and Saddar Jalalpur Jattan po-
lice stations.

FESCO issues
shutdown
programme

FAISALABAD: FESCO has issued shutdown programme for
Saturday for repair, maintenance and expansion of electricity
lines. According to the programme, power supply from Sir
Syed, Kutchehry Road and Rehmania Road feeders emanat-
ing from 132-KV Chiniot Road grid station and Scarp-1 feeder
originating from 132-KV Chak Jhumra grid station will remain
suspended from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. while Momin Abad, Gausha-
la, People’s Colony, New Dost Street and Tata Bazaar feeders
emanating from 132-KV Factory Area grid station, New Sabzi
Mandj, FIG, Loona, Al-Fareed, Kamal Fabrics, Malik Abad, Hus-
sain Abad and Mujtaba Saood feeders originating from 132-KV
Thikriwala grid station, New Darul Ehsan, Gate Chowk Bilal
Road, Khwaja Garden, Khan Street, Sarfraz Colony, Data Street
and LCM feeders emanating from 132-KV Faisalabad City (GIS)
grid station and Babar Chowk feeder originating from 132-KV
Khannuana grid station will observe shutdown from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. on Saturday, Feb 19. Similarly, electricity supply from
Al-Murtaza and FAST National University feeder emanating
from 132-KV Kamalpur grid station will remain suspended
from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. whereas Marzipura, Raza Abad,
Subhan Abad, Kashmir Road, GM Abad, Aminpur, Langrana,

Qadir Abad, Madina Abad, Ahmad Abad,

ra, Sindhu, Rehman Abad, Shehbazpur, Khurdpur, Lyallpur Oil
Refinery, Parokianwala, Elyas, Siddique Abad and Masha Allah
feeders originating from 132-KV Narwala Road grid station will
observe load shedding from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on February 19.

Meanwhile, power supply from Jhang Bazaar, Gol Karyana, Dr
Tariq Rasheed (DHQ) and Imam Bargah feeders emanating

from 132-KV Factory Area grid station,

feeders originating from 132-KV Old Thermal grid station,
Hayat Chemia, Time Surmax, Ghani Surmax, Daily JW, Karas

Faiz Abad, Siddhupu-

DHQ and Civil Line

Paint, Hyundai Nishat, Coca Cola and FIEDMC feeders ema- -

nating from 132-KV FIEDMC grid station will also remain sus-
pended from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, Feb 19, 2022. — APP

LAHORE: President PMLN Mian Shahbaz Sharif along with other party officials at the
occasion of NAB court hearing. — DNA

DC Faisalabad launches
spring tree plantation drive

. -
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FAISALABAD: Deputy Commissioner Ali Shahzad putting garbage in dust bin along

with students for creating clean environment. — DNA

IsuraQ MuGHAL

FAISALABAD: Deputy Commissioner
Ali Shahzad inaugurated the spring
tree plantation campaign after sapled
the plant at MC Boys Higher Second-
ary School Allama Igbal Road( Kotwali
Road) under the arrangements of Dis-
trict Education Authority. AC City Sa-
hibzada Muhammad Yousaf, CEO DEA
Ali Ahmad Siyan and Principal Rao
Igbal also sapled the plants.

Educationlist Akhtar Butt, Education
Officers, Teachers and Students were
also present.The Deputy Commission-

er said that for protection of environ-
ment, tree planting is essential for this
purpose tree plantation campaign has
been started. The aim of the campaign
is to spread the message of two trees
for every human being so that citizens
can also plant trees and the environ-
ment can be refreshed. He said spring
tree planting campaign would also be-
ing implemented in full swing and the
target of planting millions of trees will
be achieved. He said that plantation is
necessary for clean, neat and pleasent
environment to the next generation
and district govt would committed
in this regard. He said that the tree

plantation campaign was being suc-
cessfully implemented and in this re-
gard, the officers were also involved in
tree planting in the Clean and Green
Campaign. He asked the citizen to
participate in the campaign so that a
clean and green Pakistan can be seen
by planting as many trees as possible.
Later, Deputy Commissioner also
spoke to the students and stressed
them for clean environment. He lifted
the garbage and put into the dust bin
along with students and said that clean
environment should be intact so that
houses, schools, roads, city and coun-
try looks beautiful.

Over 7.4 mln
people vaccinated
in Faisalabad

FAISALABAD: Over 7.4
million (7, 413,604) people
have so far been vaccinat-
ed against COVID-19 in the
district.

District Health  Officer
(DHO) Dr Ataul Mun’im said
on Friday that 4,387,446
citizens were injected first
dose while 2,949,940 were
administered the second
dose of vaccine.

He further said that 39,822
health workers were also
given first dose while
36,396 received the second
dose of vaccine. He said
that 194,889 first doses and
129,926 second doses were
in the stock in the city.

He said that 37 vaccination
centres and 20 mobile vac-
cination camps were oper-
ational in Faisalabad where
registered people were be-
ing vaccinated. In order to
facilitate the people, these
centres had been estab-
lished in various areas of the
city including Allied Hospi-
tal, District Headquarters
(DHQ) Hospital, Govern-
ment General Hospital G.M
Abad, Faisalabad Institute
of Cardiology, Government
General Hospital Samana-
bad, Children Hospital,
Sports Complex Samana-
bad, Tehsil Headquarters
(THQ) Hospital Jaranwala,

Qaumi Sehat
Card ‘one
of a kind’ in
world: Awan

ISLAMABAD: Adviser to
Prime Minister and the Fed-
eral Minister for Parliamenta-
ry Affairs Zaheer-ud-din Babar
Awan in a distribution cere-
mony of Qaumi Sehat Card
(National Health Card), on
Friday, said that the initiative
was one of a kind in the world.
Speaking at the ceremony
here, marked with on spot
registration of 100 lawyers
of Murree Bar Association,
Awan said that the universal
health coverage provided
under the Sehat Sahulat
Programme was a unique
initiative of PM Imran Khan.
No other country, he claimed
with full confidence, provided
such facility to its citizens.
Awan said that even in the
countries where such ameni-
ty was provided, it was linked
to the tax contribution of the
individuals. — APP

-

PESHAWAR: Barrister Muhammad Ali Saif SACM KP for information briefs media on

BRT Gold Standard Service Award. — DNA

Samundri, Tandlianwala,
Chak Jhumra, Sports Com-
plex Chak Jhumrah, Sports
Complex Jaranwala, Govern-
ment General Hospital Chak
224-RB, New Building RHC
Khurrianwala, New Build-
ing THQ Sammundri, New
Building THQ Tandlianwa-
la, Social Security Hospital
Medina Town, Wapda Hos-
pital, Rural Health Centres
Mureed Wala, Chak 174-]B,
Chak 134-JB, Chak 229-Rb,
Chak 65-GB, RHC Lundi-
anwala Jaranwala, RHC
Khurrianwala  Jaranwala,
Pindi Sheikh Musa, Kan-
jwani, Mamukanjan, RHC
Chak 400-GB, RHC Chak
153-RB, RHC Chak 374-
GB and Chak 469-GB, he
added. He further said that
timing of these vaccination
centres was 8 a.m to 8 p.m
except Sports Complex
Samanabad centre which
would remained open round
the clock. — APP

Huge
potential for
investment in

AJK: Sardar
Tanveer

STAFF REPORTER

ISLAMABAD:
Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI)
Azad Jam-
mu and
Kashmir
(AJK) pres-
ident  and
the most senior cabinet
minister Sardar Tanveer
Ilyas said that there was a
huge potential for business,
trade and investment in
AJK. Giving priority to the
public interest and playing
a role in resolving funda-
mental issues is part of the
PTI’s manifesto and we will
provide relief to the people
by taking practical steps.
This he said while talking to
a media in Islamabad.
Sardar Tanveer Ilyas Khan
said that PTI had won the
elections in AJK with a huge
mandate and it was a time to
meet the expectations of the
people. He further stated
that only a stable Pakistan
was the guarantor of secu-
rity in the region. “ It is an
honour for us to be the only
nuclear power in the Islam-
ic world. Pakistan has been
unbearable from day one for
a cunning enemy like India.
In view of such ambitions of
India, Pakistan can go to any
lengths to make its defense
invincible,” he said.

Markhor
saved from
poachers

PESHAWAR: The Wildlife
Department of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Friday saved
Markhor, a wild goat with
beautiful  spiraling long
horns, from poachers in
Chitral district.

According to details, the Wild-
life Department officials in
Chitral received reports about
attempt by poachers of hunting
Markhor in hilly terrain. They
conducted raid and caught the
culprits red-handed by recover-
ing instruments used in hunt-
ing of the animal.

The arrested hunters who
are identified as Wazir son
of Muhammad Azam, Akbar
Shah son of Muhammad Za-
hir Shah were fined a sum of
Rs. 250,000 on the spot.
The arrested persons dur-
ing investigation, admitted
selling of hide of Markhor
besides horns which is used
in making of some jewellery
items. — APP

Pakistan

2 illegal
colonies
sealed

FAISALABAD: The Faisal-
abad Development Author-
ity (FDA) has sealed two
illegal housing colonies and
demolished their structures
and sales offices.

An FDA spokesman said on
Friday that Estate Officer
Imtiaz Ali Goraya checked
status of two housing
schemes, Imtiaz Villas and
Crown Enclave, Chak No
222-RB, and found them
illegal. Along with the en-
forcement team, he sealed
premises of the illegal col-
onies and demolished their
structures including sales
offices, main gates and
boundary walls. — APP
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Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 0334-5421812

Airlines
TurkishAirlines...... 8494949

o

Emergency

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20

Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi 9270601-20

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIA Cargo..... ...9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA ..o 9281092

Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

S
2. Shog B
R%‘;f&

R
Departments
CDA....ccvveveee. 9221334-43
CDA.....couuveee. 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6
RDA...cooveveeeeeen. 5555864
TMA....eeeeeeeeeeens 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3

B

Complaints

Water Tanker Service
E-7,F-10 & F-11......9204654
G-5,G-6,G-7,G-8....9203883
G-9, G-10, G-11, G-12,
H8uooeeeieieene 9266316
Wapda Islamabad....9217579
Wapda Rawalpindi 111-309-309

Islamabad
Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224
Potohar Town......... 9209224
Rawal Town............. 5773343

Wasa Water Tank

Rawalpindi.....0331-5022125

COMSATS being run
sans Executive Director

At present, COMSATS has 27 Member States and a Network of 24 International
Science and Technology Centres of Excellence that facilitate pursuit of its
mission of South-South cooperation

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Appointment of Executive
Director COMSATS is still pending. The
govt is yet to appoint an ED despite the
lapse of more than one year since the de-
parture of the then ED Dr. Junaid Zaidi.

The Commission on Science and Tech-
nology for Sustainable Development in
the South (COMSATS) was established in
1994, as an intergovernmental organization
(IGO) of the developing countries with its
headquarters permanently based in Islam-
abad, Pakistan. It is an apex forum of the
developing countries having Heads-of-State/
Government of the Member States as Mem-
bers of the Commission. South-South coop-
eration is the major mechanism adopted by
the organization to achieve its objectives.

Hon. Nana Addo Dankwa

of COMSATS. At present,
COMSATS has 27 Mem-
ber States and a Network
of 24 International Sci-
ence and Technology
Centres of Excellence
that facilitate pursuit
of its mission of South-
South cooperation.

The Executive Director
is the head of the Interna-
tional Secretariat of COM-
SATS.The post of the Execu-
tive Director is vacant for the last
one year (February 2021). The affairs of
the Intergovernmental International Organi-
zations are being run on ad-hoc basis by the
Secretary, Ministry of Science and Technolo-
gy having look-after charge of the post of the

Akufo-Addo,

o
Y

Secretaries,
Arshad Mahmood, Mr.

incumbent Ms. Humaira
Ahmed, have assumed
"< the look-after charge of
the post of Executive Di-
rector COMSATS in their
capacities as Secretaries
of the Ministry of Science
and Technology, Government
of Pakistan. This very non-serious,

casual approach of the MoST regarding
appointment of the Executive Director has
very badly suffered working of this only In-
ternational Organization having permanent
International Headquarters in Islamabad, Pa-

kistan. The Prime Minister of Pakistan is the
appointing authority of the Executive Director
COMSATS. The Prime Minister categorical-
ly directed the MoST that the post must be
filled within three months time. The Prime
Minister office has also conveyed serious
concern of the Prime Minister over delay
in appointment of the Executive Director
COMSATS. However, the post of is still
vacant due to un-known reasons.

As mentioned earlier that it is an in-
ter-governmental organization, but due
to non-professional attitude of MoST, the
organization is suffering badly in absence
of a regular Executive Director. No activ-
ity is being under taken due to non-avail-
ability of Head of the organization. The
Secretary is also very much busy as Min-
istry has its own 15 subordinate offices
including three universities i.e. NUST,
NUETECH and COMSATS University.

namely Dr.

( AIOU )
celebrates
milestone

DNA

ISLAMABAD: ‘Allama Igbal
Open (AIOU) has success-
fully accomplished its goal
of digital transformation
of entire academic, admin-
istrative and financial op-
erations of the university
ensuring transparency and
accuracy. The next target
is to raise quality standards
of the education imparted
and strengthen academic
structure of the university.
We will exclusively focus on
image building of the uni-
versity’, these views were
expressed by Prof Dr Zia Ul-
Qayyum, VC, AIOU while
addressing the participants
of digital transformation
celebration ceremony. He,
further, added that universi-
ty is specifically focusing on
establishing and strength-
ening students support
system on the modern pa-
rameters. He admired and
thanked the entire team of
digital transformation pro-

ject for their untiring efforts
Qnd unwavering support. .

ISLAMABAD: Woulter Plomp, Ambassador of Netherlands witnesses art work during exhibition at Gallery 6. —- DNA

India heading towards
genoclde: experts

Intimidation of minorities part of
BJP’s election strategy: experts

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Hindutva ma-
joritarianism is heading in the
direction of genocide, and the
world’s leaders must try and
prevent that from happening,
no matter their strategic in-
clinations, stated participants
at a roundtable organized by
Jinnah Institute on Thursday.
The recent controversy over
hijab across universities in
Karnataka, followed by mobs
breaking into classrooms de-
manding that Muslim girls
remove hijabs or go home,
demonstrate the accelerated
pace at which India is turn-
ing into a Hindu-supremacist
polity that seeks to drive out
other identities and customs.
Participants stated that the
plight of Kashmiri Muslims,
long before the revocation
of Article 370, was known to

all across the world, but the
usurpation of political rights
and wave of tyranny unleased
by the Modi government in
its second term is unprece-
dented even by Indian stand-
ards. Marginalization of all re-
ligious identities, especially
the onslaught against Mus-
lim communities is a daily
occurrence, especially in
the wake of electoral cam-
paigns in Uttar Pradesh and
other states, where commu-
nal politics is routinely used
to intimidate minorities.

Some pointed out that Hindut-
va is by no means a recent po-
litical movement, and its bold
new iteration has emerged
from decades of sidelined
radical activism, that could
not demonstrate its extremist
power under secular govern-
ments. It always stayed under
the surface, until 2014 when
the mainstream embraced

political Hindutva under the
BJPRSS steer, showing how
long India’s Hindu polity had
waited for this moment, and
had never bought into the sec-
ularism of its constitution.
Participants cited judge-
ments of the Indian courts
over thirty years that show
how legal precedents en-
abled the marginalization
of Muslims and Christians,
and how far Hindutva has
permeated India’s state in-
stitutions. The few Indian
voices calling out atroci-
ties in Kashmir, or moves
against schoolgirls wearing
the hijab, or attacks against
Muslim street vendors, are
few are far between. Other
than a handful of journalists
who report at high risk to
their personal security, the
media services BJP’s pro-
ject of spreading communal
hatred and disunion.

Rice valuing
$1.286 bln
exported

ISLAMABAD: Rice exports
from the country during
first 07 months of current
financial year increased
by 11.16% as compared
the exports of the corre-
sponding period of last
year. During the period
from July-January, 2021-22,
over 2.179mln tons of rice
valuing $1.286bln export-
ed as against the exports
of 2.179mln tons valuing
$1.157bIn of same period
last year. According the
trade data released by Pa-
kistan Bureau of Statistics,
the exports of Basmati rice
also increased by 28.58% in
last 07 months as 414,190
metric tons of Basmati
rice valuing $362.183min
exported as against the
exports of 293,761 metric
tons worth $281.675min
of same period last year.
Meanwhile, country earned
$924.668min by exporting
about 2.138 min tons of rice
other then Basmati as against
the exports of 1.886mln tons
worth $875.959mln of same
period last year. - APP

Chairman CDA
holds 55th CDA
DWP meeting

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The 55th meeting of Capital Development
Authority DWP was held CDA at CDA Headquarters.The
meeting was chaired by Chairman CDA and participated
by officers of concerned departments. Different projects
were presented for approval in the meeting which were
approved after a detailed deliberation.

According to details, CDADWP approved PC-1 of modern
traffic management solution project of Rs. 1385 million on
Kashmir Chowk, Murree Road. Similarly, the meeting also
approved PC-2 of Rs. 70 million for Conducting Survey and
Proposal Development/ Zoning Planning in Islamabad.

In addition, PC-1 worth Rs. 800 million was also present-
ed for the establishment of Geospatial Technology Wing
in the institute which was approved. The project will be
completed in 36 months. The purpose of this project is to
maintain planning and estate management in Islamabad
city. This technology will also help make CDA's internal
departmental facilities more efficient and robust. And
by implementing it, the CDA will improve self-reliance in
physical planning, land acquisition and infrastructure.

In addition, a PC-1 of Rs. 95 million was also approved
for enhancing the efficiency of city sewerage division
and purchase of modern equipment and overall main-
tenance of city sewerage . Similarly, the meeting also
approved PC-1 of Rs. 99 million for construction and
installation of entry and exit doors in Diplomatic En-
clave in Sector G-5 of Islamabad.

COMSTECH focal center =
in Lehanon discussed

Mr. Khatib appreciated COMSTECH programmes
and the visionary leadership and thanked for offerings
of research fellowships for Lebanon nationals and
the membership of COMSTECH Consortium of
Excellence offered to five Lebanese universities

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Ambassador of Lebanon,
H.E. Mr. Ghassan El Khatib visited COMSTECH
on Thursday to discuss and explore the avenues
of mutual cooperation in the area of science and

technology in Lebanon.

Coordinator General COMSTECH, Prof. Dr.
M. Igbal Choudhary offered the membership of
COMSTECH Consortium of Excellence to five
leading universities of Lebanon. He also offered
research fellowships and technician trainings to
the students of Lebanon at the prestigious mem-
ber universities and institutions of COMSTECH

Mr.

Consortium of Excellence. Both the dignitaries
discussed the possibilities of the establishment
of COMSTECH focal center in Lebanon for Arab
region to coordinate COMSTECH activities and
enhance further science and technology cooper-
ation among OIC Arab member states.
Khatib appreciated COMSTECH pro-
grammes and the visionary leadership and
thanked for offerings of research fellowships
for Lebanon nationals and the membership
of COMSTECH Consortium of Excellence
offered to five Lebanese universities. He wel-
comed the establishment of COMSTECH focal
center for Arab region in Lebanon and assured
full support from his office for this initiative.

USAID HESSA
Project
inaugurated
at NUST

ISLAMABAD: USAID’s
Higher Education System
Strengthening Activity

(HESSA) project has been
inaugurated at the National
University of Sciences and
Technology (NUST).
HESSA is a project of the
governments of the Unit-
ed States and Pakistan,
launched from the platform
of USAID. The project aims
to reinforce the country’s
higher education system by
capacity building of HEIs.
Launched in October 2021,
the five-year project will serve
as an impetus to enhance
graduate employability and
improve relevance, adequacy
and inclusivity vis-vis the high-
er education ecosystem of
Pakistan. HESSA’s approach
hinges upon engaging a wide
array of stakeholders to intro-
duce feasible, relevant, viable
and sustainable reforms.

The project will encompass
baseline studies, strategic
plans, international higher
education summits, study
tours to the US universities,
and an inclusive financial aid
system for students, to name
a few. Speaking at the oc-
casion, Lt Gen (Retd) Javed
Mahmood Bukhari, Rector
NUST, expressed gratitude
to the US government, its
international ~ development
agency, USAID, and the Uni-
versity of Utah for establish-
ing HESSA at NUST. - APP

To resolve
~ public
grievances top
priority: IGP

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Po-
lice is committed to resolve
public grievances on priority
and to protect the lives and
property of the citizens. It
was stated by the Inspec-
tor General of Police (IGP)
Islamabad Muhammad Ah-
san Younas while listening
issues and grievances of
public as well as retired
and serving officials during
khuli kacheri held at Cen-
tral Police Office on Friday.
The IGP strictly directed
all zonal officers to listened
public complaint and re-
solve them purely on merit.
“No laxity would be tolerat-
ed in this regard” he main-
tained. During the khuli
kacheri, Islamabad Police
chief listened the griev-
ances of the citizens and
marked their applications to
the concerned officers for
timely action on merit.

IESCO
notifies power
suspension
programme

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
Electric Supply Company
(IESCO) on Friday issued
a power suspension pro-
gramme for Saturday for vari-
ous areas of its region due to
necessary maintenance and
routine development work.

According to IESCO Spokes-
man, the power supply of
different feeders and grid
stations would remain sus-
pended for the period from
09:00 AM to 02:00 PM, Cha-
wa Syedan Shah, Basharat,
Chakri, Arsalan Poultry Farm,
SPD, Padial, Gagan, Chahan,
Mahuta, Ghauri Garden,
Soudran Road, Khanna-II, Al-
Noor Colony-II, Khanna East,
Khanna Dak, Azad Shaheed,
New Waheedabad, Burma,
Kashif Gul, Model Town, Mix
Industry, Industrial Estate,
Sarka, Shadi Khan, Ara Ba-
zar, Line Park, Millat Chowk,
KSMI, Islamia Chowk, Main
Bazar, Qadir Mill, Raja Sul-
tan, Nomanpura, Charohi
Feeders and surroundings.

Proud of
traffic officers
for not sparing

anyone: Faisal

ISLAMABAD: Leader Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
Senator Faisal Javed Khan
on Friday said he was proud
of traffic police officers for
not sparing anyone who vio-
lates the rules. Reacting on
issuance of a ticket on vio-
lation, he tweeted, “had to
little speed up as was getting
late to Mandi Bahawdin Jalsa
-extremely sorry for that”.
“Good-they issued me the
ticket despite recognizing
me”, said adding, “everyone
must obey the rules”. - APP
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ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Law and Jus-
tice Barrister Dr Farogh
Naseem on Thursday said
that the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf led government had
introduced reforms in the
criminal justice system.

He expressed these views
while addressing virtually
at the conference “Social
Opportunities and Challeng-
es in Building Community
Resilience”. He said that
the government had taken
steps to ensure the provi-
sion of right of inheritance
to women. The women Om-
budspersons had been given
all the powers, he said and
added that the women Om-
budspersons would ensure
provision of right of inher-
itance for women in federal
capital Islamabad, Punjab
and KPK in three months.
He said that the govern-
ment would provide legal
assistance to women and
children who were unable
to hire a counsel in criminal
cases. He said that civil pro-
cedure laws were also being
reformed and cases which
used to take 30 to 40 years
would be resolved in one to
one and half years.

He said that if a woman did
not get property rights, the
Ombudspersons could pro-
vide the same. The govern-
ment had proposed several
reforms in the criminal jus-
tice system, he added.

Asghar Mall’s
girls clinche
top positions

in PU’s exams

ISLAMABAD: The female
students of Government
Post Graduate College As-
ghar Mall Rawalpindi have
achieved top positions in
University of the Punjab’s
annual examinations 2021
of Masters in Geography
part one and two while set-
ting new records of distinc-
tion. Over a century old
almamater of the garrison
city of Rawalpindi has a his-
tory of getting higher posi-
tions in final examinations
of the University of the Pun-
jab in various disciplines of
Geography, English and oth-
ers being taught at the Post
Graduate College.

Head of the Geography
Department, Associate
Professor Sajid Mehmood
Farooqi told APP that the
Department has produced
100% result in Annual 2021
examinations at PartI and
Part-II which is also a record
in itself. He said the students
despite COVID-19 pandemic,
lockdowns and online classes’
fatigue and pressure strived
well to get good results in the
final examination.

The HOD of Geography De-
partment also appreciated
the efforts of his faculty for
their hard work to produce
such marvellous results.
The first three positions at
MSc Geography Part-II level
were secured by Zainab Bibi
975/1200, Asma Tabasum
959/1200 and Mudassir Ali
Abbas 938/1200. The stu-
dents passing MSc Geogra-
phy Part-I with distincti koon
are Ayesha Khan 479/600,
Syeda Zara Batool 477/600
and Zainab Zia 472/600
securing 1st, 2nd and 3rd
positions respectively and
Kainat  Safdar  secured
418/600 marks. - APP

IRSA releases

118226
cusecs water

ISLAMABAD: The Indus
River System Authority
(IRSA) on Friday released
118226 cusecs water from
various rim stations with in-
flow of 30352 cusecs.
According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, water
level in the Indus River at
Tarbela Dam was 1406.96
feet, which was 14.96 feet
higher than its dead level
of 1,392 feet. Water inflow
and outflow in the dam was
recorded as 8600 and 49800
cusecs respectively.

The water level in the
Jhelum River at Mangla
Dam was 1138.00 feet,
which was 88.00 feet higher
than its dead level of 1,050
feet whereas the inflow and
outflow of water was re-
corded as 8326 and 55000
cusecs respectively.

The release of water at Kal-
abagh, Taunsa and Sukkur
was recorded as 64193 ,
53941 and 28030 cusecs re-
spectively. Similarly 3800
cusecs water was released
from the Kabul River at
Nowshera, and 9626 cusecs
from the Chenab River at
Marala. - APP

Thailand keen to promote
trade ties with Pakistan

M Shakeel Munir, President, ICCI briefed the Thai Ambassador about potential
of foreign investment in various sectors of Pakistan’s economy and urged that
Thai investors should take benefit of these opportunities investing i

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Thailand was
keen to promote trade ties
with Pakistan as both coun-
tries have great potential
to do trade in many items
that would be beneficial
for the economies of both
countries. This was stated
by H.E. Chakkrid Krachai-
wong, Ambassador of Thai-
land while interacting with
the business community at
Islamabad Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (ICCI).

The envoy said that Thai-
land was waiting for a re-
sponse on FTA from the
Pakistani side as its last
chapter was yet to be final-
ized that would help boost
trade between the two
countries. He highlighted
seafood, pharmaceuticals,
gems & stones, IT infra-
structure, tourism, agro
products including fruits
as potential areas of trade
cooperation between the

two countries. He said that
Thailand was constructing
many high rise buildings
and Pakistani marble &
granite as good potential
in the Thai market. He said
that Thai investors were
interested to invest in food
processing and food chain
business in Pakistan. He
said that Pakistani peo-

ple were very generous &
hospitable and many Thai
tourists were keen to vis-
it Pakistan. He said that
post-Covid, both countries
should focus on promoting
people-to-people  contacts
that would help in improv-
ing trade relations as well.

Speaking at the occasion,
Muhammad Shakeel Mu-

nir, President, Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry briefed the Thai
Ambassador about potential
of foreign investment in var-
ious sectors of Pakistan’s
economy and urged that
Thai investors should take
benefit of these opportuni-
ties investing in Pakistan.
He said that many Pakistani

products including marble
& granite, medicines, sur-

gical instruments, sports
goods, leather products,
mangoes and others could
find a good market in Thai-
land and it should focus on
Pakistan to meet its import
needs. He said that bilater-
al trade of around USD 1.6
billion was not up to the

n Pakistan

real potential of both coun-
tries and both sides should
facilitate their private sec-
tors for improving two-way
trade volume. He said that
Pakistan was producing
all varieties of marble and
granite with mechanized
mining and Thailand should
import these products from
Pakistan to meet the needs
of its construction sector.
He assured that ICCI would
like to work with the Thai
Embassy for further im-
proving trade and economic
relations between Pakistan
and Thailand.

Jamshaid Akhtar Sheikh
Senior Vice President ICCI,
Zafar Bakhtawari, Muham-
mad Naveed Malik, Fasee
Ullah Khan, Hafiz Bilal
Munir, Muhammad Shakir,
Akhtar Hussain and others
also spoke at the occasion
and shared useful ideas to
improve business linkages
between the private sectors
of Pakistan and Thailand for
trade promotion.

Kazakh envoy calls
on Director PIPS

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador
of the Republic of Kazakh-
stan to Pakistan H.E. Mr.
Yerzhan Kistafin met with
Mr. Muhammad Anwar, the
Executive Director of Paki-
stan Institute for Parliamen-
tary Services-PIPS.

During the meeting, the
Ambassador informed
about the current agen-
da of bilateral relations

between Kazakhstan and
Pakistan, the events held
and planned for the up-
coming period under the
auspices of the 30th An-
niversary of establishing
diplomatic relations be-
tween two countries.

Y. Kistafin drew attention
to the need to develop
parliamentary diplomacy
and cooperation between
the legislative bodies of
two countries.

On his part, Muhammad

Anwar told the Ambassa-
dor about the history and
activities of the institute,
expressed interest in es-
tablishing cooperation
with the leading think
tanks of Kazakhstan.

As a result of the meeting,
the parties agreed to hold
a few events this year, as
well as to start a dialogue
between the Kazakhstan In-
stitute of "Parliamentarism"
and the Pakistani Parlia-
mentary Service Institute.

Obesity ups
kidney disease
risk: Study

ISLAMABAD: Obesity is
likely to cause an increased
risk of kidney disease, ac-
cording to a study. Chronic
kidney disease affects more
than 10 per cent of adults
worldwide and is predicted
to become a global threat to
public health. The findings
of study, published in Cardi-
ovascular Research, suggest
that tackling obesity could
have a powerful impact on
kidney health. Researchers
from the UK’s University
of Manchester were able to
show that the causal effect
of obesity on the kidney is
only partly mediated by
high blood pressure and
Type 2 diabetes, Medical
Daily reported. - APP

Prevention
of fake news
need of the
hour: Fawad

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Information and Broadcast-
ing Chaudhry Fawad Hus-
sain Friday regretted that
the attitude of tendering
no apology after publishing
fake news by any daily was
against the principle of the
freedom of expression.

He, in a tweet, stressed the
need for preventing the
spread of fake news based
on bogus social media ac-
counts and contents.

He was of the view that it
was not for the first time
that the Daily Dawn had
filled the front page with a
story based on fake social
media contents, referring
to an item about fuel prices
published on February 17.
“Till to-date no apology has
been tendered, and this
attitude is against the free-
dom of journalism,” he said
and remarked, “See the
(fake) news on the front
page and see where the
apology is published.”

It is pertinent to mention
here that the daily had pub-
lished a story on the front
page based on the fake ac-
count of the Finance Min-
istry’s spokesman.

Earlier, the minister said
the daily had also pub-
lished a fake media law and
an editorial. - APP

ANF seizes over 2784 kg drugs
in 64 operations; arrests 59

RAWALPINDI: Anti Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) Pakistan
has seized 2784.293 kg
drugs and 780 liters pro-
hibited chemical worth US$
412.229 million internation-
ally, arrested 59 culprits
including three women, two
foreign nationals and im-
pounded 16 vehicles while
conducting 64 counter nar-
cotics operations through-
out the country. According
to an ANF spokesman, the
seized drugs comprised
536.791 kg heroin, 1671.5
kg Hashish, 212 kg Opi-
um, 7.12 kg Amphetamine,
258.823 kg Methamphet-
amine (Ice), 2.530 kg Co-
caine, 491 Ecstasy Tablets
(0.283 Kg), 134 Intoxi-

cated Tablets (0.090 Kg),
95.156 kg Suspected Sub-
stance, 600 Liters Acetic
Anhydride and 180 Liters
Hydrogen Peroxide.

ANF Balochistan recovered
760.09 kg drugs and 780
Liters prohibited chemical
in 7 operations and arrested
3 accused including 2 wom-
en and seized 3 vehicle. The
seized drugs comprised 495
kg Hashish, 215 kg Meth-
amphetamine (Ice), 134
Intoxicated Tablets (0.090
Kg) and 50 kg Suspected
Powder. ANF Punjab recov-
ered 18.2 kg drugs in 13
operations while arrested
nine accused and seized
two vehicles. The seized
drugs comprised 13.474

kg Heroin, 0.500 kg Hash-
ish and 4.226 kg Metham-
phetamine (Ice).

ANF KPK recovered
311.421 kg drugs in 10 op-
erations while arrested five
accused seized a vehicle.
The seized drugs comprised
50.991 kg Heroin, 121.17 kg
Hashish, 112 kg Opium and
27.26 kg Methamphetamine
(Ice). ANF Sindh recovered
1472.244 kg drugs in 17 op-
erations while arrested 24
accused and seized 3 vehi-
cles. The seized drugs com-
prised 414.058 kg Heroine,
1002.13 kg Hashish, 10.62
kg Methamphetamine (Ice),
486 Ecstasy Tablets (0.280
Kg) and 45.156 kg suspect-
ed substance. - APP

Haider Rahi all set
to revive Sultan
Rahi’s legacy

ISLAMABAD: The famous film star Haider Sultan Rahi is all
set to revive the legacy of legendary superstar Sultan Rahi
of Maula Jutt fame in his upcoming pictures as the movie
star claims to follow his father’s acting style for the first

time.

Haider Rahi was excited to reveal that his new mov-

ies’ producers and directors were happy on his efforts to try
Sultan Rahi’s style with a touch of contemporary art skills,
the film star told APP in an exclusive chat while breaking
silence on his recent work for the film industry.

Rahi expressed his hope that the films fans would also love
to watch him in his new style and role in the new movies
to be released soon. He informed that he was currently
working in Punjabi films and his five movies were ready for
release. Haider Rahi is the eldest son of the most famous
Punjabi actor and action hero Sultan Rahi who dominated
the cinema screens for decades without any failure.

While sharing the release schedule of his new movies, Haider
Rahi told that it was expected that two of his movies would be re-
leased on Eid-ul-Fitr. He said that many actors have tried to copy
Super Star Sultan Rahi’s style but failed, adding, “now film fans
would enjoy to see me in my father’s style.” Haider Sultan so far
has worked in more than 70 different films. He claimed that he
tried hard to preserve the legacy of his father. He said that his
father Sultan Rahi was not only a great actor but also a man
of character and integrity. Haider Sultan Rahi said there was
a lot of room for improvement in the film industry. - APP

Shahbaz Gill
slams Marriyum

Aurangzeb

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to the Prime Minister

(SAPM) on Political Communication, Dr Shahbaz Gill said on
Friday that the script of oppression and political revenge on
the question of theft was outdated. Responding to a state-
ment of PML-N Secretary Information Marriyum Aurangzeb,
he said the Sharif family had always considered itself above
the law. He said Sharifs had even been treating heads of state
institutions and esteemed judges as their private servants.
He said issuing statements against national institutions
while being on bail and trying to become fake revolution-
ary leaders was an old stunt. Dr Gill said those who caused
Rs. 213 million losses to the national exchequer in Ashia-
na Housing Scheme were the most corrupt people.

He said Sharifs’ incompetent courtiers were a detailed
description of shamelessness, arrogance and hypocrisy.
Those who have created properties through fake tel-
egraphic transactions and bank accounts have hired some
servants in the media for their advocacy, he added.

He said Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) was fulfilling its
responsibility of accountability adding that Sharif broth-
ers and courtiers should know that barring the account-
ability there was no other option left. - DNA

The President also urged the media to broadcast public service messages besides using
their platforms to raise awareness about the alarming population growth rate in the country

Kuayam ABBasI

ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif
Alvi on Friday said Pakistan’s rap-
id population growth was resulting
in implications on the socio-eco-
nomic development of the country
and called for a broad-based cam-
paign at the national level to raise
awareness among the people.

In an interaction with senior jour-
nalists here at the Aiwan-e-Sadr,
the president highlighted the me-
dia’s key role in addressing the
issues and challenges related to

population and health.

The meeting was held in line with
the recommendations of the Coun-
cil of Common Interests (CCI) for
an engagement with media to en-
courage them to spread the mes-
sage on population management,
as the country faces a population
explosion of 285 million by 2030.

President Alvi stressed that me-
dia could play an important role
in shaping up public opinion and
behaviours regarding family plan-
ning. He mentioned that focusing
on the population issue in televi-
sion talk shows and drama serials
could also prove effective in con-
veying the message to the public.

I "I

mentary caucus

The president also emphasized
the need for political will with an
active input by parliamentarians
to lead a mass movement of advo-
cacy on population management.

He also advised to properly high-
light the discussion of the parlia-

growth for public consumption.

B
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on population

The President also urged the media
to broadcast public service messag-
es besides using their platforms to
raise awareness about the alarming
population growth rate in the coun-
try. He acknowledged the positive
role of Ulema in raising awareness
on family planning and mentioned
his initiative of the Friday sermons

Il

by scholars using the platform of
the Presidency’s Mosque to high-
light various social issues.

He added that Islam emphasizes
that mothers breastfeed their chil-
dren for two years, which could
help achieve adequate birth spac-
ing and overcome the problem of
stunting and malnourishment.
Prime Minister’s Special Assis-
tant on Health Dr. Faisal Sultan
said unplanned population growth
could become an issue of national
security, where the future gener-
ation grows in absence of proper
education and health facilities.

He said the government was sen-
sitizing the masses at all levels in-
volving political leaders, academ-
ia, executive, ulema, civil society,
and youth. It was highlighted that
there occurred 4 million unwant-
ed pregnancies in Pakistan due to
lack of guidance and the unavaila-
bility of contraceptives.

PTI
leadership
working for
rule of law:
Kanwal

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek e Insaf (PTI),

leader Kanwal Shauzab on
Thursday said that Prime
Minister Imran Khan was
working for strengthening
the rule of law in the coun-
try. Pakistan Tehreek e
Insaf (PTI) government was
making all out efforts to
ensure supremacy of law in
the country, she said while
talking to a private televi-
sion channel. “No one is
above the law in Pakistan,
“She said. Commenting on
a local journalist’s issue,
she said the journalist was
found involved in challeng-
ing writ of the State.

She said every citizen
should obey and respect
the law. She said, it is the
responsibility of the citizen
to adopt legal forum for reg-
istration of any grievance.
The federal investigation
agency, she said is a na-
tional institution operating
across the country. She
said FIA holds the right to
take action after registra-
tion of a complaint against
the violators of the law.

Knowledge
Platform
launches first
educational
device

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Knowledge
Platform, a leading ed-tech
organization in Pakistan, has
launched Pakistan’s first ed-
ucational device in collabora-
tion with GSMA and Credit-
Per, a leading digital lending
platform that provides easy
access to digital credit to
under-served and un-served
market segments.

Launching such a device and
facilitating access to it on
easy installments via Cred-
itPer is a game changer that
is expected to eliminate the
digital divide in education in
Pakistan. This device offers
everything a student required
to study. One can easily get
the device of their choice
recommended by Knowledge
Platform, on installments
through CreditPer with in-
stant financing options.

The device comes pre-load-
ed with learning solutions
powered by Knowledge Plat-
form, a library of content in-
cluding videos, games, and
assessments and mobile
data Only 1 million out of 49
million school-going (grade
1-12)students in Pakistan
have access to dedicated
educational smart devices.
This means that™ 98% of
students are significantly
affected and disadvantaged
when it comes to education
and learning opportunities.
Knowledge Platform, a pio-
neer in ed-tech, has therefore
stepped up to bridge the
digital divide in education
with Pakistan’s first-ever ed-
ucational device. The device
comes with Learn Smart Pa-
kistan’s state-of-the-art learn-
ing solutions, which include
curriculum-aligned digital
content for K-12 students. It
is also preloaded with Par-
hai Buddy (Pakistan’s first
Al-powered learning coach),
Exam Prep Master (Learn
Smart Pakistan), 1l-on-1
competitions, and teach-
er-led trainings.

Mother
Languages
Literature

Festival

ISLAMABAD: The two-day
“Pakistan Mother Languag-
es Literature Festival” will
be held at the Pakistan
Academy of Letters (PAL)
in Islamabad from February
19 to 20 with the aim to pro-
mote linguistic and cultural
diversity and to preserve,
protect and promote the
languages of the country.
The event will have parallel
sessions on both days. The
festival would be organized
by Indus Cultural Forum
(ICF) in collaboration with
PAL. The opening ceremony
of the festival will take place
at PAL in which the Federal
Minister for National His-
tory and Literary Heritage
Shafqat Mahmood is likely
to be the chief guest, an of-
ficial of PAL Raza Mehmood
told APP on Thursday.

The well-known scholars
and language experts would
participate in two-day festi-
val. The festival will provide
a platform for celebrating 70
plus languages of Pakistan
and encourage language
communities to take action
for saving their languages
from extinction. - APP



The o1l imbroglio

HE petroleum scene is heating up way faster than any

Pakistani can handle. With oil ready to touch a new

historic high (the term has started to lose its oomph
given the frequency with which it is used) of Rs 159.86 per
litre, the alarm has been sounded as the state asks its people
to pay an excruciatingly painful price. And while the long,
long list of government spokespersons ready themselves with
a backbreaking exercise of defending this whole new can of
worms using buzzwords like international market and global
trend, the unleashing of yet another round of across-the-board
inflation and its daunting impact on the struggle to bring food
to the table cannot and should not be sidelined. Rest assured,
the failure to mitigate a common man’s pain would serve as
a hail-mary-pass to the opposition determined to use every
crack in the wall to build its fortress. However, the debate
is no longer of politics but pure economics; something none
of the big shots are ready to come to terms with. Yes, petrol
prices are shooting up across the world but in the earnest-
ness to pass the blame on others’ shoulders, the government
conveniently forgets the staggering differences in purchasing
power parity. Broadcasting skewed data and ill-advised state-
ments can only earn a pat on the back from the headquarters
but the public is neither blind nor living under a rock. More
worrisome is the constant but seemingly hollow blaring of war
horns against the mafia behind the runaway hike in essential
items, which are not dependent on international prices. The
shalwar kameez-clad sugar barons and the seemingly invin-
cible wheat seths still manage to operate with full impunity
despite the tabdeeli drums pounding loud enough to wake
the dead. Instead of churning out an unbelievable spin on the
imminent rattling of its own inflation calculations, Islamabad
would be better off conveying the actual ground realities to
its people. Otherwise, trying to take a bite much bigger than
it can chew serves neither those waiting for a respite from
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Rising storm

HE animosity and use of force against those who oppose the PTI gov-

ernment, and notably Prime Minister Imran Khan, appears to be gain-

ing greater force. In the latest development Mohsin Baig, the owner
of an online news agency, was arrested after the FIA raided his home in Is-
lamabad and took him into custody - despite the fact that they had no arrest
warrants. The matter arose from remarks made by Baig regarding Minister
Murad Saeed on a TV show. Amidst debates on whether Baig is a journalist
or not, and what transpired in the original TV show on which the complaint
is based, what is significant in this is the manner in which the FIA made the
arrest. This is not the way to deal with an accused - any accused, no matter
the alleged transgression. The highhanded style in which the FIA and police
raided Baig’s home should be condemned without reservation. Mohsin Baig
was produced before an anti-terrorism court, which has handed him over for
custody for three days and asked police to present details of the investigation.
The case highlights the way the FIA has been operating: swift action one
day, absolutely nothing the next — apparently depending on who the com-
plainant is. According to Geo TV, the company has lodged over 2600 com-
plaints. Out of these, the FIA has picked out only 84 for further questioning
and on none of these has action been taken. Women journalists have been
filing complaints about harassment they face, but the FIA has failed to make
much headway. Which is why the swift action in the Mohsin Baig case sug-
gests to observers that the government is extremely determined to silence
any critics. Baig - ironically, a former cheerleader of PM Imran Khan and his
Naya Pakistan - has been divulging some uncomfortable facts regarding the
ruling party and has said he had received threats before. Other journalists, it
is thought, may be under threat of state action as well. This is an extremely
dangerous state of affairs. During the past three years there have been nu-
merous incidents in which journalists were abducted, attacked, beaten, and
tortured. There have also been murder attempts. After each such incident
there has been widespread condemnation both internationally and national-
ly, but the government appears to have not learnt any lessons. Then there is
an ever-worsening role of online trolls who malign and use abusive language
against journalists, women in particular.
If any government is able to use law-enforcement authorities to carry out
its demands, regardless of the law and regardless of normal procedure,
this demonstrates a state where rule of law no longer applies. The PTI
and PM Imran Khan have shown a desire to still any criticism from the
very start of the government’s stint in power. This tendency has grown
over the years. Its continuation is dangerous for Pakistan, as is the use
of federal agencies to carry out raids and arrests, without following due
process, simply because the powerful remain strong in the country. The
PTI - the party of ‘justice’ — seems to have little use for the term when it

these pressing times nor the government itself.

comes to its own behaviour and way of governance.

Hijab ban is the latest result
of India’s Hindutva laboratory

Ruben Banerjee

“Karnataka is
unfortunately and
irreversibly hurtling
towards its new position as
the Gujarat of the South”

NTI-Palestinian assault in German

media comes as no surprise

The farright Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty and its Hindutva ideology are becoming
more deeply entrenched in the country’s
south, with sinister consequences for Mus-
lims and other minorities.
Gauri Lankesh was a feisty journalist who
wrote acerbic pieces against religious ha-
tred, bigotry and social inequalities. Her
words stung those at the receiving end of
her criticism, and a plot was hatched to si-
lence her. In one of the pieces she penned
years before being shot dead by assailants
suspected to be affiliated with a right-wing
Hindu group in 2017, Lankesh lamented the
rapidly deteriorating communal situation in
her home state of Karnataka.
“Karnataka is unfortunately and irreversibly
hurtling towards its new position as the Gu-
jarat of the South,” she concluded, writing
on what she felt was the systematic target-
ing of minority groups - particularly Mus-
lims - for the purpose of establishing the
dominance of majority Hindus in the state.
The comparison she drew with Gujarat had
unmistakable political overtones. Gujarat,
once ruled by Narendra Modi before he
became the Indian prime minister, had wit-
nessed blood-curdling anti-Muslim riots in

2002. It led to hundreds of deaths and left
Modi facing accusations of deliberate indif-
ference from critics like Lankesh.

No matter the political nature of the parallel
drawn - and despite the fact that Modi was
never found guilty in a court of law — many
now find what Lankesh wrote more than a
decade ago prophetic. Though famous for
several things - including its temperate cli-
mate, abundant natural resources and above
all, its regional capital Bengaluru, touted as
India’s Silicon Valley for hosting IT giants -
the southern state is hitting the headlines
for all the wrong reasons.

Right now, it’s the indecent assault on
the hijab or headscarves worn by Muslim
women and girls that has pitchforked the
province into global notoriety. It started
in December 2021, with six girls being
mysteriously stopped from entering their
government-run school one day. The girls
protested and stood outside the school gate
for several weeks. Then, the Karnataka gov-
ernment, run by Modi’s Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), entered the scene, formally
banning the girls from attending classes on
the grounds that the hijab was not part of
the school uniform.

Right-wing groups rallied in support of the
government. They mobilised students -
both boys and girls — across the state who
then marched to their respective schools,
sporting saffron caps and scarves identified
with Hindu religion. The whataboutery had
the desired result. The government banned
those wearing the saffron scarves too, giv-
ing the impression that they were being
even-handed and that all students had to
abide by the school uniform.

Tempers rose, and students came danger-
ously close to a face-off before all schools in
the state were hastily shut. But the admin-
istrative intervention followed what seemed
to be only unabashed instigation by those in
power in the state.

The state’s chief minister Basavaraj Bom-
mai made all the politically correct state-
ments, insisting that none would be allowed
to disrupt law and order.

Other ministers, however, gave away whose
side they were on. One questioned the need

to wear a hijab, while another said wearing
one amounted to school indiscipline.
The closure of schools helped matters cool
down. While the right to wear the hijab has
always been a matter of debate in India, Kar-
nataka high court judges are now deliberat-
ing whether it should be allowed in schools.
But the present reprieve seems only tempo-
rary, mainly because the state has been a
communal cauldron for a long time. Already,
several schools - citing an interim court ob-
servation - are forcing girls to take off their
hijab while entering. Those who refuse to
comply are being turned back.
Some two years before Lankesh was gunned
down, scholar MM Kalburgi was killed in his
hometown of Dharwad in the state. He was
killed because his demand for his Lingayat
sect to be considered a separate religion
was seen as anti-Hindu.
Women were beaten up, and their faces
blackened by right-wing goons for daring to
visit pubs in the city of Mangaluru in 2008.
This periodic violence has now grown more
frequent, with the BJP government in the state
contributing in no small measure to deepening
the wedge between religious communities.
Beef eating is associated with Muslims, and
the Karnataka government has brought in
laws prohibiting slaughter and trade in cat-
tle in recent months. It is in the process of
legislating against religious conversions,
including interfaith marriages, ostensibly
to stem so-called Love Jihad - a term used
by radical Hindus to accuse Muslim men of
converting Hindu women by marriage.
Right-wing vigilantes have possibly never
had it this good in the state. So much so,
that when they recently threatened to dis-
rupt a church congregation, the police asked
the church management to cancel the pro-
gramme instead of reining in the mob.
The public was outraged, and the police
roundly criticised. But what mattered most
was that the mob was never chastised. They
remain as emboldened as ever in Karnata-
ka, a state which many say has evolved as
Hindutva’s laboratory. Whether Karnataka
is another Gujarat or not, it does not change
the facts on the ground.

— Courtesy: TRT World

The world must support Afghan
refugee education in Pakistan

Evan Jones

The UN estimates that
almost 80 percent of
school-age Afghan refugees
are currently not enrolled
in or accessing formal
primary education

TRENGTHENING access to refugee

education has an untapped potential

to create a generation of youth that
can contribute to the development of both
Pakistan and their homeland Afghanistan,
when the situation improves. Pakistan is
home to 1.44 million registered Afghan ref-
ugees, and a further 600,000 unregistered
Afghan refugees, many of whom have been
in the country since the 1970s, having left Af-
ghanistan in search of safety and security.
The UN estimates that almost 80 percent of
school-age Afghan refugees are currently not
enrolled in or accessing formal primary edu-
cation. Given the Taliban takeover and recent
developments in Afghanistan, education for
Afghan youth in host countries like Pakistan
is more important than ever, especially for
young girls and others with special needs.
Whilst Pakistan does not have any formal le-

gal framework protecting refugees, there has
been a general historical willingness by Paki-
stani authorities to allow Afghans to remain in
the country until conditions at home improve.
For registered Afghan refugees — known offi-
cially as Proof of Registration (PoR) cardhold-
ers - this status has importantly extended to
them being able to access basic services, in-
cluding primary education. As is the case any-
where in the world, education is a core human
right that provides the foundation for individu-
als to live sustainable and fulfilling lives.
Access to primary-level education for refu-
gees in Pakistan is actually enshrined in law
and policy. In practice, however, the ability
for Afghan youth to access schooling is far
from straightforward.

Due to a multitude of barriers — which poor
Pakistani children also face but is compounded
for refugees — such as tuition costs, transpor-
tation expenses, the distance of schools from
refugee housing, and outdated teaching prac-
tises amongst others, large numbers of Afghan
refugee children remain without an education.
Challenges to education access and quality
were compounded by the Covid-19 pandemic.
During March 2020 to February 2021, schools
in Pakistan were closed for 137 days, per gov-
ernment directives. With limited access to
online learning platforms, many refugees not
only missed out on significant amounts of edu-
cation, but also dropped out completely.
Remedies include the construction of ad-

ditional girls’ schools, eliminating physical
infrastructure barriers for disabled chil-
dren and girls, reducing the distances that
refugees must travel to school, investing in
teacher training, and, developing reintegra-
tion programmes for students that may have
been compelled to drop out of school.
Importantly, it is also incumbent upon all
actors supporting education for Afghan refu-
gee children to ensure that Afghan refugees
themselves are front and centre in decision
making. This can be done through inclusion
of Afghan refugees in critical decision-mak-
ing, improving the effectiveness of Par-
ent-Teacher Committees, as well as ongoing
engagement with parents. Only with the di-
rect inputs of affected persons themselves,
can parents make informed decisions of
their child’s specific needs.
Having generously hosted Afghan refugees
for decades, Pakistan cannot and should not
be expected to remedy the current situation
alone. Only with the support of the interna-
tional community, donors, and civil society will
Afghan refugee children be able to fully realise
their right to access high-quality education.
With technical support, capacity building
of government staff, investment in physical
infrastructure, and a long-term commitment
by donors and international actors, can the
government deliver much-needed education
reforms for refugees.

—Courtesy: TRT World

When Canada’s siege
ends, a reckoning is due

Andrew Mitrovica

I suspect that 99.99
percent of Canadians
do not know who
Vigneault is or what
he does for a living

HIS too shall pass - eventually.

And once the latest expression of

consequence-free, farright-mob
entitlement recedes into the rear view,
there had better be a hard reckoning.
Oh, yes, there had better be a hard
and honest reckoning about why and
how these smug, mostly white, sur-
plus-store-camouflage-gear-wearing
louts have been given easy reign to
infect Canada with another, this time
man-made pandemic of lawlessness by
their enablers, apologists and not-so-se-
cret admirers - in and out of uniforms.
A note of warning before I go any fur-
ther. If the word “louts” rankles your
fragile sensibilities or prompts you to
accuse me of - horror of column-writ-
ing horrors - name-calling, I plead
guilty. This bunch of 1/6 wannabes has
earned the epithet in spades.
Among the first of a long ledger of pow-
erful men in blue and suits who have
earned a stern visit to the principal’s
office or worse is David Vigneault, the
director of Canada’s so-called domestic
“intelligence” agency, the Canadian Se-
curity Intelligence Service (CSIS) head-
quartered in Ottawa — Canada’s capital
that is, as I write, still under “siege”.
I suspect that 99.99 percent of Cana-
dians do not know who Vigneault is or
what he does for a living. I also suspect
that, like his predecessors, Vigneault
prefers it that way. Better that the cops
take the Bunsen-burner-like heat, rath-
er than the invisible spooks when a
“siege” - that is ex-lout-loving Ontario
Premier Doug Ford’s word for it, not
mine - grips the country.
Vigneault’s job is to protect Canada’s
national security. That should include, I
reckon, helping to prevent a “siege”; or,
at minimum, warning his boss, the Pub-
lic Safety Minister, who then, in turn,
can warn his boss, the prime minister,
that a “siege” is about to “paralyse” the
country. From the prime minister and
company’s stunned, stuttering reaction
to the ongoing “siege”, it appears that
Vigneault and his army of counter-ter-
ror officers did not have so much as a
whiff of what was in the offing.
That is not surprising. Not only does
CSIS “operate” in the dark, but it stays
there - habitually.
After that supposed national-charac-
ter-disfiguring security breach, CSIS
whined: Prime Minister, it is tough find-
ing and stopping “lone wolves”. We need
more money and powers. CSIS got both.
What has been happening in Canada
lately is not the product of a “lone
wolf”. It is a broad, well-organised,
wellfinanced, rightwing “siege” to
dispose of a sitting government, using
“freedom” from vaccine mandates as
a convenient and PR-palatable fig leaf
to do it.
Where is CSIS? Answer: In the dark.
Another part of Vigneault’s job is to
identify and stop “bad actors” - inside
or outside the country - from disrupt-
ing or damaging Canada’s “vital eco-
nomic infrastructure”.
For days and weeks, hostage-takers in
big rigs, tractors, and, of course, pick-
up trucks, have been allowed, carte
blanche, to block key land border cross-
ings where lots of stuff and people are
supposed to flow between Canada and
its biggest and most important trading

partner, the United States. The damage
done is calculated to be in the billions.
Given the ease with which they achieved
their giddy success, I doubt Vigneault et
al had even an inkling of the hostage-tak-
ers’ plans on this score, as well.
Here is why.
Canada’s AWOL spies have, for years,
been too busy spying on Canadians who
want to stop wars and oil pipelines and
keeping covert tabs on Indigenous “ac-
tivists” to have been bothered, appar-
ently, with twigging to this nation’s le-
gion of 1/6 fans and wannabes and their
costly, metastasising “siege”.
Vigneault has some explaining to do.
So do big city, provincial and federal po-
lice chiefs who have shown remarkable,
but not surprising, restraint in dealing
with right-wing “protestors” who want to
bag a prime minister, overthrow — by their
own admission - his government, and lay
“siege” to a country until their demands
are met. If the poor, homeless, and Indige-
nous Peoples or Canadians of colour tried
to do all of the above, I doubt the cops or
mayors would be “negotiating” with the
“protestors” or inviting them to use police
cruisers to take selfies because they want
to avoid “provoking” violence.
Nope. The cops would be donning their
“riot” gear even if there were no riot,
deploying SWAT teams, mounting po-
lice-trained horses, getting their trun-
cheons and Tasers at the ready before
charging into the “left-wing anarchists”.
What do you think would have hap-
pened?
Do you think columnists writing for
Canada’s two allegedly “national” news-
papers or some of their deluded read-
ers would have dismissed the threat
by praising how peacefully and polite-
ly the “left-wing anarchists” and their
loveable kids in prams and on bouncy
castles had been behaving?
Not likely.
Do you think the familiar gallery of former
spooks and national security “experts” —
who once went on TV to say a mysterious
tunnel in Toronto might have been the
subterranean work of phantom terrorists
planning an attack on innocents - would
have been urging patience and for every-
one to keep calm and move on?
Not likely.
Do you think Premier Ford - who
knows a thing or two or three about
louts — would have gone snowmobiling
at his cottage and waited weeks before
declaring a “state of emergency” in re-
sponse to a state of “siege”?
Not likely.
Do you think preening Conservative
politicians, like the sneering apostle
of “populism”, Pierre Poilievre, would
have continued to extend their thanks
and gratitude to Canadians for defend-
ing their rights and freedoms?
Not likely.
The ideological patron saint that the hos-
tage-takers pay ultimate allegiance to is
Donald Trump, not Poilievre — even if he
becomes the next Tory leader. You can
see and hear Trump in every incoher-
ent speech the hostage-takers make, in
their me-first “demands”, in their cocky,
wrapped in a flag rejection of the unifying
sense of purpose most Canadians have
adopted - voluntarily and eagerly - to
fight an insidious and lethal virus.
Rather than denouncing Trump and
his ugly and divisive modus operandi
as president, Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau sought to mollify him instead.
By his silence, Trudeau has encour-
aged the sinister forces he belatedly
condemns. He and Canada are now
paying a stiff, indelible price for that
appeasement.
Trudeau must be required to reckon
with that too.

—Courtesy: Al Jazeera
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Karachi heat
Qalandars
hy 22 runs

DNA

LAHORE: Lahore Qaland-
ars have bowled out Kara-
chi Kings for 149 runs in
19.5 over courtesy of four
wickets each from star leg-
gie Rashid Khan and young
pacer Zaman Khan in the
26th match of the Pakistan
Super League (PSL) 2022
at the Gaddafi Stadium in
Lahore. Karachi, who came
in today’s match on the
back of eight successive
defeats in this year’s event,
didn’t get a good start to
their innings as opener Joe
Clarke was removed with
12 runs on the board.
Twelve runs later Sharjeel
Khan also followed him
when Shaheen Shah got
him lbw.

Pak wants
justice...

From Pace 01

inhuman attack fifteen
years ago has intensified
manifolds under the current
regime in India.
The Charge d’Affaires was
asked to convey to Govern-
ment of India in the strongest
terms, Pakistan’s condem-
nation of the shameless ac-
quittal and exoneration of all
accused in dastardly terror-
ist attack, including Swami
Aseeman and, an RSS activ-
ist, who publicly confessed
of being the mastermind of
the heinous attack. This was
just another manifestation of
the brazen impunity and full
state protection that perpe-
trators of terrorism enjoy
in the BJP-ruled India. The
Charge d’Affaires was also
asked to convey to Indian gov-
ernment, Pakistan’s demand
for a fair trial and for bringing
the perpetrators and abettors
of Samjhauta Express terror-
ist attack to justice. The fami-
lies of the innocent Pakistani
nationals, mercilessly killed
at the hands of the Hindut-
va-motivated extremists de-
serve closure.

Taliban’s
6 months...

From Pace 01
academicians  with
passing day.

The irony is that, Taliban
soldiers are working as vol-
unteers. They have not been
paid but they getting money
and other edible items from
common. The former per-
sonnel of armed and police
forces now are returning on
duties but with fears.

The most serious issue be-
fore Taliban is “getting recog-
nition” from the international
community. Now it is crystal
clear that some of the power-
ful members of International
community are building up
pressure against Taliban to
review its internal and ex-
ternal policies. And Taliban
are divided in this respect as
some of them want to make
them free from clutches of
neighbouring Pakistan. How-
ever, majority of those who
are entering Pakistan with
Visas are reluctant to go back
as they are adjusting them
with relatives and friends.
Majority of them prefers
sheltering in urban cities of
Lahore, Rawalpindi, Karachi
and even interior Sindh and
Punjab where they can easily
camouflage their identity.
Since August 15th, 2021
the Taliban leaders seems
desperate regarding their
internal and external pol-
icies. They are visibly di-
vided into several groups.
The two visible groups are
considered Qandahari and
Haqganis. The Qandaharis
are considering them as
most martial and supreme
on the grounds of Mullah
Omar’s origin whereas the
Haqqanis are proud of play-
ing key role in armed resist-
ance against US led allies.”
In fact, Pakistan as inheritor
of previous British colonial
system having stakes in Af-
ghanistan and its civil mili-
tary establishment is mak-
ing its best for its wellbeing
since mid of previous 20th
century. No doubt to men-
tion that particular mind-set
dominated Pakistan civil
military establishment fear-
ing threats from Pushtoons-
having a dominant position
in South Asia since long.
Governing Afghanistan after
departure of President Dr.
Ashraf Ghani was a test for
Taliban in which they seem to
have failed. The only benefit
for Afghans with empower-
ing of Taliban is “an end to
terror and violence” but still
uncertainty and panic per-
sists throughout Afghanistan.
Common people are uncer
tain about their future.
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Multan Sultans outclass
Quetta Gladiators by 117 runs

Mohammad Rizwan, Rilee Rossouw and Shan Masood struck electrifying half-centuries as
Multan Sultans scored 81 runs off the last five overs to post 245 for three in 20 overs

SporTts DESK

LAHORE: Defending champions Mul-
tan Sultans qualified for the 23 Febru-
ary Qualifier of the HBL Pakistan Super
League 2022 with a punishing 117 runs
victory over a hapless Quetta Gladiators
in front of an almost full-house at the
Gaddafi Stadium on Friday.

Mohammad Rizwan, Rilee Rossouw and
Shan Masood struck electrifying half-centu-
ries as Multan Sultans scored 81 runs off
the last five overs to post 245 for three in 20
overs, second-highest total in the HBL PSL
history, after electing to bat first in perfect
batting conditions.

In turn, Umar Akmal and Jason Roy provided
entertainment to a festive and cheerful crowd
but the 246-run target proved to be an uphill
task as Quetta Gladiators were bowled out for
128 in 15.5 overs. Umar scored a 23-ball 50
(two fours and six sixes), while Roy scored a
19-ball 38 (seven fours and a six).

Friday afternoon’s match result means
Multan Sultans are now on 16 points and
irrespective of how their last league match
against Islamabad United on 20 Feb pans
out, they will finish in the top-two of the
six-team tournament. Sultans’ victory also
ensured Lahore Qalandars and Peshawar
Zalmi also progressed to the play-offs.

In contrast, the only way the Quetta Glad-
iators (currently on six points from nine
matches) can keep alive their slim chances
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of qualifying for the play-offs is:

Islamabad United (presently on eight points
from eight matches) badly loses both their
matches against Lahore Qalandars (19 Feb-
ruary) and Multan Sultans (20 February)
Quetta Gladiators wins their last league match
convincingly against Karachi on 20 Feb. Ri-
zwan continued with the sparkling form with

the bat with a 54-ball 83 not out that included
seven fours and three sixes. Rizwan added 119
runs for the first wicket with Shan (57 off 38
balls with six fours and a six).

Rizwan then featured in a blistering 103-run
second-wicket partnership in just 33 balls with
Rossouw as the latter creamed Quetta Gladi-
ators bowling at will to all parts of the park.

Rossouw dominated the stand as he slapped
nine fours and four sixes in a 26-ball 71. He
reached his half-century from 20 balls.
Shan has now aggregated 453 runs from
nine matches, while Rizwan has scored 428
runs in as many matches. Fakhar Zaman of
Lahore Qalandars sits ahead of the two on
469 runs in seven matches.

Kazakh athletes win int’l

tennis tournament
I
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STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: In the international
tennis tournament final in Islamabad,

Kazakhstan athletes Taira Adilbayeva
and Tatyana Shcherbakova won in
doubles against tennis players from
the Republic of Korea, having won
the first place in international compe-

tition for the first time in the history
of Kazakhstan tennis.

The Embassy of the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan in Pakistan congratulates our
athletes on a brilliant victory!

Spurs face acid
test at Man City

weekend,

at Leeds.

NEews DEsk

LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur face a daunting trip to Man-
chester City this
des-
perate to arrest
a losing streak
that threatens to
derail their sea-
son as Manches-
ter United brace
themselves for a
hostile reception
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Newcastle can pull further clear of relegation trouble and
dent West Ham’s top-four ambitions as they seek their
fourth straight league win while Norwich, Watford and
Burnley are all in desperate need of points.

AFP Sport takes a look at some of the talking points ahead
of the weekend action. Antonio Conte has made no secret of
his dissatisfaction over Tottenham’s dealings in the transfer
market in January, saying his team has been “weakened”.
The former Chelsea and Inter Milan boss started his reign
in north London brightly, going unbeaten in the Premier
League from November until January, but three straight
league defeats have set alarm bells ringing.

Spurs sent Tanguy Ndombele, Giovani Lo Celso, Bryan
Gil and Jack Clarke out on loan last month, while Dele Alli
signed for Everton on a permanent deal.

They brought in Rodrigo Bentancur and Dejan Kulusevski
from Juventus but Conte was underwhelmed by the club’s
business, telling Sky Sport Italia he needed more experi-
enced players to push for the top four.

Tottenham are not yet out of contention for a place in
next season’s Champions League - they are seven points
behind fourth-placed Manchester United with three
games in hand - but they face an uphill task.

Spurs will seek to draw confidence from their home victory
against Pep Guardiola’s men in August, when Nuno Espirito
Santo was still at the helm, but few would tip them to inter-
rupt City’s march towards a fourth title in five years.

Senate Committee urged better coordination

AFzAL JAVED

ISLAMABAD: The Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Inter-Provincial Coordination
has urged for better coordination between
Ministry of Inter-Provincial Coordination
(IPC) and Pakistan Olympic Association
(POA) for development sports in the
country and for hosting upcoming edition
of South Asian Games (SAF) to be held in
Pakistan March next year.

The meeting of Senate Standing Committee
on Inter-Provincial Coordination was held
under the Chairmanship of Senator Mian
Raza Rabbani at Parliament House which at-
tended by by Senator Jam Mahtab Hussain
Dahar,Senator Rana Magbool Ahmad, sen-
ator Irfan-ul-Haq Siddique, Secretary IPC
Mohsin Chandana, President of Pakistan
Olympic Association Lt. Gen. (R ) Syed Arif

between IPCM

Hasan and other senior officers of POA.

President of Pakistan Olympics Association
(POA) Lt. Gen. (R) Syed Syed Arif Hasan
briefed the Committee about the working,
functions and overall performance of POA.
He said that POA has to follow International
Olympic Committee (IOC) charter and that
it is clear that no one can interfere in the in-
ternal affairs of the federations, adding that

-

POA constitution has been approved by its
general council and I0C.

“The body of the Pakistan Olympic Associa-
tion not be formed by will as its supreme au-
thority of General Council”, he said adding
that IOC gives us an annual grant of 0.075
million dollars and federal government does
not provide any funding to the POA while it
is the responsibility of the POA to get the
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players accredited to participate in the In-
ternational Games.

Arif said that sports personalities should
be represented in the board and executive
board of Pakistan Sports Board (PSB).
The role of Pakistan Sports Board is clear
in their constitution while according to
UN resolutions National Olympic Council
should be an independent body.

Slri vows to expand bilateral ties with Iran

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Deputy Speak-
er of Pakistan’s National As-
sembly stressing importance of
stronger ties with the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, especially the pol-
icy of the Islamabad government
to strengthen bilateral trade vows
to play a role in expanding cooper-
ation between the two countries.
Qasim Khan Suri made the re-
marks during a meeting with the
Ambassador of Iran Seyed Mo-
hammad Ali Hosseini here in Is-
lamabad on Friday, the eve of his
official visit to Iran.

During the meeting, the two sides
discussed the latest developments
in Iran-Pakistan relations, the de-
velopment of trade on common
borders, including setting up of
border markets, parliamentary
cooperation, the Islamic world,
and the region, as well as develop-
ments in Afghanistan.

The Deputy Speaker who is a sen-
ior member of the Tehreek-e-Insaf
ruling party said he was looking
forward to his next visit to Tehran.
Qasim Khan Suri who belongs to
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Balochistan province, which bor-
ders Iran’s Sistan and Baluchestan
province, said the Parliament of
Pakistan supports all initiatives
to strengthen relations with the

brotherly country and neighbor of
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

He said the exchange of high-lev-
el delegations between the two
countries, especially the visit of

parliamentary officials, will be an
effective step to strengthen broth-
erly relations and help remove
obstacles to enhance cooperation.
The Iranian ambassador to Pakistan
recalled the numerous visits of Irani-
an officials to Islamabad, including the
visit of the chairman and members
of the Iran-Pakistan parliamentary
friendship group to the Islamic Con-
sultative Assembly in mid-October
last year, and last week’s visit to Paki-
stan by the Iranian interior minister,
terming them effective to help devel-
op mutual cooperation. Expressing
satisfaction with the upcoming visit
of the Deputy Speaker of the Na-
tional Assembly of Pakistan to Iran,
Hosseini said that the presence of
Qasim Khan Suri in the Parliament
and the political community of Pa-
kistan is important in strengthening
bilateral relations in all fields.

He stressed the need to expand
parliamentary interactions and ex-
change of delegations between the
two countries.

‘A mistake
to allow
Nawaz go’

From Pace 01
the “fake” audio tape that
was made against former
chief justice Saqib Nisar and
said politicians do not in-
dulge in such activities rath-
er it was what “mafias” do.
“Maryam bibi is threaten-
ing judges [...] she wants
an early dismissal of the
incumbent government,” he
said, noting that he would
keep fighting the corrupt el-
ements till his “last breath”.
The premier said the
PML-N — and the Opposi-
tion as a whole — wanted an
NRO from him, similar to
the one former dictator Per-
vez Musharraf gave them.
“Till they return the na-
tion’s money, I will not
spare them.”
“I have a message for the
Sharif family: The captain is
ready for all your plans. You
will not only face defeat, but
all of you will go to jail,” the
prime minister vowed.
The prime minister said
when bombardments were
taking place during the “war
on terror”, those in the
Opposition now were tight-
lipped on the matter back
then. “They were quite as
their property and money
were stashed abroad [...]
they were their slaves,” the
premier said.
The prime minister reit-
erated he had no personal
enmity with the Opposition
leaders and that he was
only fighting against them
as he wanted a prosperous
Pakistan. The prime minis-
ter also admitted that infla-
tion was rising in the coun-
try, but he mentioned that
he was always thinking of
ways to get the nation out
of this crisis. “The jour-
nalist fraternity is aware
of the reason behind the
rising inflation. After coro-
navirus, the supply lines
were suspended, and as a
result, the price of com-
modities shot up,” he said.
PM Imran said the per bar-
rel cost of petrol had risen
from $40 to $90, and when
the government reduces
duties on the commodity,
it faces losses worth Rs70
billion.

Fawad laughs
off long...

From Pace 01
Fawad said he wondered
how could the opposition
parties table a no-trust
move in the National As-
sembly when members of
their own families did not
‘trust’ them. He went on to
add that the end of former
prime minister and Paki-
stan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) supremo Nawaz
Sharif’s politics was near.
He also said he was sure
that PML-N President She-
hbaz Sharif would not be
able to escape punishment
in corruption cases against
him by making ‘lame’ ex-
cuses. He said through the
no-confidence motion the
opposition leader only want-
ed to evade corruption cas-
es, which the government
would never let happen.

He said it was only Prime
Minister Imran Khan who
could reform the country’s
system and bring about a
change. He said the incum-
bent government allocated
a record Rs 30 billion for de-
velopment projects in Man-
di Bahauddin.

The Information Minister
advised both PPP Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and
PML-N Vice President Mar-
yam Nawaz to first contest
the election for the seat of
a mayor before dreaming
of becoming the country’s
prime minister.

East Ukraine
sees its...

From Pace 01
Western countries have
said they think the shelling,
which began on Thursday
and intesified in its second
day, is part of a pretext to
invade. The United States
said Russia — which says it
has started drawing down
troops near Ukraine this
week — had done the op-
posite: ramping up the
force menacing its neigh-
bour to between 169,000
and 190,000 troops, from
100,000 at the end of Janu-
ary. “This is the most signif-
icant military mobilisation
in Europe since the Second
World War,” US ambassador
Michael Carpenter told a
meeting at the Vienna-based
Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe.
A diplomatic source with
years of direct experience
of the conflict described
shelling in eastern Ukraine
as the most intense since
major combat there ended
with a 2015 ceasefire.
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NEW YORK: Face covering
requirements will vary at
the 94th Oscars ceremony,
to be held on March 27 at
the Dolby Theatre in Hol-
lywood. The Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and
Sciences will require at-
tendees of the 94th Oscars
ceremony in March to show
proof of Covid-19 vaccina-
tion and at least two nega-
tive results from PCR tests.
Performers and presenters
at the film industry’s high-
est honors also must under-
go polymerase chain reac-
tion (PCR) testing, but will
not need to show proof of
vaccination, the source said.
Face covering requirements
will vary at the event on
March 27 at the Dolby Thea-
tre in Hollywood, according
to the source.

Nominees and their guests
in lower sections of the
theater will not be required
to wear masks. They will be
seated with more distance
than usual between groups,
the source said. The Dol
by seats 3,317 people and
2,500 people will be invited.
Those seated in the mez-
zanine may be required to
wear masks, as they will sit
shoulder-to-shoulder.  Cov-
id-19 cases are declining in
Los Angeles County and or-
ganizers are consulting with
government officials and in-
fectious disease experts.
The vaccination policies
were first reported by the
New York Times.

Comic actor Amy Schumer,
actress Regina Hall and fel-
low comedian Wanda Sykes,
will host the awards, the
first time three women will
emcee the Oscars.

UK warns
people to

stay home

LONDON: Millions of peo-
ple in the U.K. were urged
to cancel travel plans and
stay indoors Friday as the
second major storm this
week prompted warnings of
high winds and flying debris
across northern Europe.
Britain’s weather service
said Storm Eunice, known as
Storm Zeynep in Germany,
was likely to cause significant
disruption and dangerous
conditions, with gusts that
may exceed 90 miles per
hour in highly exposed coast-
al areas. The Met Office later
said a 122 mph gust was re-
corded on the Isle of Wight,
provisionally the strongest
ever recorded in England.
Authorities in the U.K. took
the unusual step of issuing
"red” warnings — indicating
a danger to life — for parts of
southwest England between
7 am. and noon and for
southeast England and Lon-
don from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m.
A lower level amber warning
for gusts up to 80 mph cov-
ers the whole of England
from 5 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Eunice is the second named
storm to hit Europe in two
days, with the first storm
killing at least five people
in Germany and Poland. Pe-
ter Inness, a meteorologist
at the University of Read-
ing in England, attributed
the storms to an unusually
strong jet stream over the
eastern Atlantic Ocean, with
winds close to 200 mph at
high altitudes. — Agencies

Protests
grow in
Puerto Rico

SAN JUAN: Four men
walked to the parking lot
before dawn, then sat down
blocking the entrance and
linked their arms to await
the arrival of hundreds of
federal and state employees
for the work day.

Protesting years without
pay raises, the four employ-
ees of Puerto Rico’s Au-
thority of Roads and Trans-
portation refused to budge.
A specialized police unit
finally moved in to remove
them, and as they were put
in handcuffs, one of the men
yelled: “Fair salary! Give us
what you owe us!”

It’s a cry that has echoed
across Puerto Rico in re-
cent weeks as government
employees and supporters
take to the streets, embold-
ened by thousands of public
school teachers who aban-
doned classrooms in early
February to demand raises
and better pensions.
Protests are multiplying,
with union leaders calling
another demonstration for
Friday, and social unrest is
posing one of the biggest
challenges for Gov. Pedro
Pierluisi a year into his
term. - Agencies

15th anniversary of Romania’s
accession to EU marked at Lahore

European expertise and funding have made their mark in almost all economic fields, whether we are
talking about rehabilitation and infrastructure projects at local or regional level, about supporting the
development and modernization of Romanian agriculture, about participation in research projects

LAHORE: A special event
marking the 15th anniver-
sary of Romania’s acces-
, sion to the European
~ Union was held on Fri-
. day, 18th of February
2022 in Lahore, at the
Governor's  House.
/ The event was organ-
ized by the Embassy
of Romania with the
support of The Friends
of Romania organiza-
tion based in Lahore.
The event was honoured
by the presence of H.E.

Chaudhry ~ Moham-
mad Sarwar, Gover-
nor of Punjab and
other important
Pakistani digni-
taries. To mark
this occasion,
Ambassa-

ad-
dressed the
following
speech:

"We mark this year 15 years
since Romania’s accession
to the European Union. On
January 1, 2007, our country
became part of this unique
European project, the most
formidable political project
of the mankind of all times,
which ensured and contin-
ues to ensure the stability
and prosperity of our con-
tinent. The entry into the
European Union took place
through the joint effort of
the Romanian people, po-
litical class and diplomats.
Therefore, Romania’s be-
longing to the EU is not a
given but is being built on
the grounds of common solu-
tions, solidarity in difficult
times and further protection
of the European way of life,
democracy and rule of law.

After being admitted to the
European Union, Romania
has representatives in all
the European institutions
and Romanian citizens
benefit from the rights
conferred by the European
citizenship. The Romanian

language has become one
of the official languages of
the European Union, and
all Community documents
have also been translated
into Romanian.

The measure of the success
of our accession to the EU is
confirmed both by the main-
tenance of a wide support of
Romanian citizens for the
Union and by the wellbe-
ing brought about in the 15
years of membership of the
Union. Romania’s Gross Do-
mestic Product tripled after
joining the EU reaching 547
billion US $ (PPP), and the
GDP per capita (PPP) be-
came almost four times high-
er reaching close to 30.000
US $. Thus, according to the
World Bank, Romania has
become a high income econ-
omy, a status hard even to
imagine before our country
integration in the EU.
European expertise and
funding have made their
mark in almost all economic
fields, whether we are talk-
ing about rehabilitation and

infrastructure projects at
local or regional level, about
supporting the development
and modernization of Ro-
manian agriculture, about
participation in research
projects. European funds
of tens of billions of euros
have entered the country.
And it continues to come,
contributing to investments
that raise the level of quali-
ty of life and bring closer to
us the Western standards to
which we relate.

Another more than EUR 90
billion is made available to
us by the European Union
in the coming years through
the National Recovery and
Resilience Plan and the
multi-annual financial frame-
work. But perhaps the most
important gain was that of
free movement for people,
goods and services. Millions
of Romanians work, learn or
spend their holidays in other
European Union countries.
The majority of Romanian
exports are in EU Member
States. The European Single

Market is open to Romanian
entrepreneurs, who benefit
from free access and sup-
port provided through Euro-
pean funding.

All this allowed Romania’s
integration into the EU
in a lasting and profound
manner. Projects financed
with European funds, the
absorption of which must
increasingly be streamlined,
are undeniably contributing
to our economic and social
development,  supporting
reforms and advancing
measures at national level
that are difficult to achieve
alone. Romania is more con-
nected, innovative and pros-
perous than ever before in
its history, constantly being
among the fastest growing
economies in the EU.

The European solidarity,
also marked by the histor-
ic decision to adopt, in the
context of the Covid-19
pandemic, the European Re-
covery and Resilience Plan,
will allow the support of the
reforms necessary for an in-

clusive development course,
which will benefit all Roma-
nians, regardless of whether
they live in urban or rural ar-
eas, in any part of Romania,
if they want an education
adapted to the innovative
requirements of the econo-
my of the future or access to
better health services.

As solidarity and unity are
a two-way course, Romania
remains firmly committed
to supporting the objec-
tive of strengthening the
European Union. For Ro-
mania, membership of the
Union represents the solid
framework for democratic,
economic and social devel-
opment for Romanian citi-
zens and for the Romanian
society. Also, Romania’s ac-
tion at European level will
continue to be guided by full
respect for the rule of law,
for the Union Treaties and
for the principles and values
enshrined in the Treaties,
as basic pillars of the Union,
as well as for European law
in general. - DNA

Russian, Belarusian presidents meet in
Moscow am1d tensions over Ukraine

FOREIGN DEsk

MOSCOW: Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin met
his Belarusian counterpart
Alexander Lukashenko in
Moscow on Friday as ten-
sions with the West mount
over Ukraine.

Opening the meeting, Pu-
tin said bilateral trade is
increasing and progress is
being made on the Union
State, a concept aimed at
greater integration of the
two countries.

Putin said he will discuss
with Lukashenko the re-
gional situation and military
cooperation, and both the
leaders will oversee planned
military drills on Saturday.
Lukashenko said the West
has panicked the world by
saying that Russia and Bela-
rus will attack Ukraine, but
neither Moscow nor Minsk
"have ever even considered
it." Western countries have
accused Russia of amassing
more than 100,000 troops
near Ukraine, prompting
fears that it could be planning
a military offensive against its
ex-Soviet neighbor.

Denying that it is prepar
ing to invade, Moscow has
accused Western countries

of undermining its security
through NATO’s eastward

expansion. The Kremlin
says it has pulled back some
of its troops following mili-

tary exercises, but Western
leaders argue they have yet
to see any evidence of that.
Russia also demanded a roll-
back of troop deployments

from some ex-Soviet states,
and guarantees that NATO
would not accept some of
those states into the mili-
tary alliance. NATO, how-

ever, said its "door remains
open" and any decision on
membership is for allies
and aspirant countries to
take, and nobody else. Be-

larus has moved closer to
Russia since a disputed pres-
idential election in August
2020, in which Lukashenko
won a sixth term.

Pakistan govt working hard to
promote people’s welfare: Nakai

NEW YORK: The visiting Pakistan par-
liamentary delegation leader, SardarTal-
ibHasanNakai, MNA, told a gathering of
Pakistani community activists that Prime
Minister Imran Khan’s government was
working diligently to ensure the people’s
welfare, and it’s success in combating the
coronavirus pandemic was recognized in-
ternationally. Speaking at a well-attended
reception hosted for the delegation by
Pakistan Consul General in New York,
Ayesha Ali, he said that Pakistani peo-
ple were greatly benefitting from the
Ehsaas and Benazir Income Support pro-
grammes- part of the measures being im-
plemented for the uplift of masses.
Another important government’s initiative
is the health cards which have initially been
distributed in Punjab and KP that Nakai
said were of huge advantage for the people.
The delegation is here for the 2022 Parlia-
mentary Hearing, a joint initiative of the
IPU (Inter-Parliamentary Union) and the
UN General Assembly president.

Nakai told the gathering that his dele-
gation consisted of different political
parties which have strong differences of
opinion back home and here they were
united in advancing the interests of our
homeland-- Pakistan.

He paid tributes to Pakistan UN Ambas-
sador MunirAkram and Consul General
Ayesha Ali for their hospitality and the way
they and their staff were looking after the
delegation. He especially praised Ayesha
Ali and her staffers for the critical services
they were rendering to the Pakistani com-
munity. Senator Farooq Naek, a member of
the delegation from Pakistan People’s Par-
ty, also lauded the work being done by the
Consul General and her team.

In his remarks, he stressed the need for
cooperation between the government and
opposition for resolving the problems of
the people, especially as inflation was
hurting the common man. Unity at home
would also project a positive image of the
country abroad. - Agencies

French first
lady sues
two women

PARIS: Brigitte Macron,
France’s first lady, has
filed a lawsuit against two
women who claimed she
was transsexual, sparking a
wave of online rumour-mon-
gering weeks ahead of her
husband’s expected re-elec-
tion campaign, a legal
source said Friday.

A first hearing in the case
has been set for June 15 in
Paris on claims of a violation
of privacy and fundamental
personal rights, and illicit
use of her image. A lawyer
for Brigitte Macron declined
to comment on the suit that
was first reported by M6
television, which said it was
co-filed by Brigitte Macron’s
three children from a previ-
ous marriage as well as her
brother. - APP

Twelve on int'l

wanted list over
Garadahli killings

BAKU: Twelve people have been named as defendants on
the international wanted list for crimes against peace and
humanity, as well as war crimes, in connection with the
Garadaghli tragedy under some articles of the Azerbaijani
Criminal Code. KananZeynalov, the senior prosecutor of
the Azerbaijani Prosecutor-General's Office press service,
made the remarks. He said that an investigative-operational
group had been formed to investigate crimes against peace
and humanity, as well as military and other crimes commit-
ted against civilians on Azerbaijani territory by Armenian
separatists and the Armenian Armed Forces.

"The Military Prosecutor's Office continues to conduct inves-
tigations based on the relevant articles of the Criminal Code,"
Zeynalov added. Armenian armed formations launched an
attack on the village of Garadaghli in Khojavand region be-
ginning in early February 1992. It was a large village with
over 800 houses. Back in 1991, the village was surrounded
by Armenians, and the residents' power and roads were cut
off. Armenians did everything they could to get Azerbaijanis
out of their homeland. This year Azerbaijan marked the 30th
anniversary of the Garadaghli massacre committed by Arme-
nian terrorists against Azerbaijanis in 1992. - Agencies

Hasnain Khurshid stressed the ISO certification is essential to bring the export-oriented local items to
international quality and compete them in the global market. He called for the modernization of ISO
certification and simplifying the process of certification to facilitate the business community

From OUrR CORRESPONDENT

PESHAWAR: Experts have underscored
the need of ISO certification to bring Pa-
kistani manufacturing products, especially
export-oriented items up to international
standards to enhance country’s export and
ensure maximum access to the global mar-
ket. This, they stated during an awareness
workshop/seminar on ‘ISO Standard Certi-
fication’ jointly organised by Sarhad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry (SCCI) and
Riphah International University Islamabad
here at the Chamber’s House on Friday.
The session was presided over by the SCCI
president HasnainKhurshid Ahmad while
the Riphah International University Islam-
abad Principle Investigator Prof. DrNawar
Khan acted as moderator and keynote
speaker on the occasion.

ISO certification is a seal of approval from a
third party body that a company runs to one

of the international standards developed
and published by the International Organi-
zation for Standardization (ISO).

Hasnain Khurshid stressed the ISO cer-
tification is essential to bring the ex-
port-oriented local items to international
quality and compete them in the global
market. He called for the modernization
of ISO certification and simplifying the
process of certification to facilitate the
business community.

Besides, the chamber’s senior vice presi-
dent Imran Khan Mohmand, vice president
Javed Akhtar, executive members Pervez
Khan Khattak, S Minhajuddin, Ejaz Khan
Afridi, NaeemQasmi, and Rashid Igbal Sid-
dique, Ishtiag Muhammad, Akbar Khan,
Irshad Igbal, Bilal Mirza, a large number of
traders and industrialists were present dur-
ing the awareness seminar.

Emphasizing the need of quality-improve-
ment and focusing on standardized, the
speakers called for bringing Pakistani man-

ufacturing products up to international
standards to compete at the global market
that would not only enhance the country’s
export but Pakistani exporting items also
gain high recognition at world level.
DrNawar Khan while delivering a lecture
briefed the participation of different cate-
gories of ISO standardization, significance
of ISO certification and Pakistan’s national
and international position in this regard.
Senior official said that there is huge po-
tential of ISO, which should be exploited
efficiently and that can help to compete
Pakistani manufacturing products in the
global market in a befitting way. He
viewed the tendency regarding ISO as
increasing in the country. As the novel
coronavirus pandemic had badly hit all
sectors in Pakistan, DrNawar said it has
witnessed that the process of ISO certi-
fication was also slowed down during pre
and post the Covid-19 scenario.

The experts stressed the need of bringing

improvement in technical, financial and
managerial efficiency to meet internation-
al standards for competing and obtaining
world recognition of Pakistani export-ori-
ented items at world level.

The policy would not only enhance local
exporting items to the EU, US and rest of
the global market but also boost up their de-
mand as well, the experts said.

DrNawar Khan said Pakistan had signed on
a number of international protocols/treaties
regarding Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), wherein reflection of ISO was also
seen. Therefore, he said the importance of
ISO certification is increasing with the pas-
sage of time. The SCCI chief thanked the
RIU Islamabad for organising an awareness
session on such a crucial theme.

He expressed hope that the business com-
munity would have learnt many things about
ISO certification after attending this aware-
ness event that can also increase tendency
among members about ISO certification.

Swiss
president
tests positive

for Covid-19

DNA

GENEVA: Swiss President
Ignazio Cassis, who holds
the rotating Swiss presiden-
cy this year, tested positive
for COVID-19 on the day
coronavirus restrictions
were lifted in Switzerland,
the government has con-
firmed. Cassis, also foreign
minister, tested positive
following a PCR test on
Wednesday afternoon, the
government announced in a
statement on Thursday.

On the day the government
made its announcement in
the capital Bern, Twitter
user @Ann_Waeltin sent a
tweet that went viral show-
ing Cassis coughing briefly
and then speaking.

She tweeted in German:
“Swiss Federal Councilor
Ignazio Cassis took off
his mask at yesterday’s
press conference, laughed,
coughed, and announced
the lifting of the measures.
“Today, it was announced
that he is corona positive.”

On Wednesday, the Swiss
government said it would
drop most of its COVID-19
restrictions despite the
omicron variant triggering
record levels of infections.

Philippines,
like NZ, rejects
Myanmar in
trade pact

MANILA: The Philippines
has followed New Zealand’s
decision to reject the in-
clusion of Myanmar in the
world’s largest free trade
pact as international oppo-
sition to the military take-
over that sparked violence
and democratic setbacks in
the Southeast Asian nation
broadened into trade and
diplomatic sanctions.
Foreign Secretary Teodor-
oLocsin Jr. told his South-
east Asian counterparts in
a Thursday meeting in Cam-
bodia that the Philippines
will not accept Myanmar’s
accession to the Regional
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership, a 15-nation
free trade agreement that
went into effect Jan. 1.

In Locsin’s speech released
to journalists in Manila on
Friday, he did not cite any
reason for the Philippine
decision and added he was
ready to yield if that stance
would get in the way of a col-
lective position by the 10-na-
tion regional bloc, which
includes Myanmar. — APP

Nuclear deal
possible within
days: US

WASHINGTON: The United
States said Thursday that
“substantial progress” during
negotiations in Vienna to save
the Iran nuclear deal had been
made, deeming an agreement
possible within days “if Iran
shows seriousness” on the
matter. “We can and should
reach an understanding on
mutual return to full imple-
mentation of the JCPOA with-
in days,” a State Department
spokesperson told AFP, re-
ferring to the 2015 accord
that was supposed to pre-
vent Iran from acquiring an
atomic bomb. - APP



CENTRELINE

Largest Diplomatic Magazine

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2022

IsamabadPOST

WWW.ISLAMABADPOST.COM.PK

DIPIOMATICINEWSIAGENCY]

B

,/'

DN,

G20 vows
careful post-
pandemic
recovery:
Indonesia

NEews DESK

JAKARTA: The world’s biggest econ-
omies are committed to taking a
careful approach to unwinding sup-
port introduced during the coronavi-
rus pandemic, Indonesia said Friday
at a meeting of G20 finance chiefs.
Some central banks, including in the
United States, are moving towards
hiking rates and withdrawing stimu-
lus as economies rebound strongly
from Covid-induced downturns and
inflation surges. But there are con-
cerns that aggressive policy tighten-
ing could knock a fragile recovery
off course, and send shockwaves
through developing countries.

At the end of a two-day meeting of
finance leaders from the Group of
20 major economies in Jakarta, In-
donesia’s central bank chief said the
approach would be cautious.

“The G20 countries are committed
to have well-calibrated, well-planned,
and well communicated normalisa-
tion policies,” Bank Indonesia gover-
nor Perry Warjiyo said. “It’s impor-
tant, so that these policies have a
minimum impact on global financial
markets, and on developing coun-
tries in terms of spillover effect.”

Dutch to send
sniper rifles,
helmets to
Ukraine

THE HAGUE: The Netherlands will
send Ukraine military equipment in-
cluding sniper rifles and helmets to
defend itself against a possible Russian
attack, the foreign minister said Fri-
day. The move by the NATO member
comes despite neighbouring Germany
being mocked by the mayor of Kyiv
for sending helmets to Ukraine in the
face of any Russian invasion. “Ukraine
must be able to defend itself against a
possible Russian armed attack on its
own territory,” foreign minister Wopke
Hoekstra said in a statement.

“That is why the cabinet has decid-
ed to supply these military goods to
Ukraine.” The only lethal weapon-
ry the Dutch government will send
Ukraine consists of 100 sniper rifles
with 30,000 rounds of ammunition,
the foreign ministry said. It will also
supply 3,000 combat helmets and
2,000 armour plated vests “for per-
sonal protection of vital body parts”,
it said. The Netherlands will further
supply 30 metal detectors, two ro-
bots for detecting naval mines, two
battlefield surveillance radars and
five weapon location radars that help
troops tell where incoming fire has
come from, it said. - APP

PPP nominates
Nisar Khuhro
for vacant seat
in Senate

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan People s Par-
ty (PPP) on Friday nominated pro-
vincial president Nisar Khuhro for
the vacant seat in the Senate follow-
ing the lifelong disqualification of Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leader
Faisal Vawda. According to the sourc-
es, Nisar Khuhro has received orders
from the party leadership to submit
the form on the vacant seat. He has
left for Karachi to collect nomination
forms from the Provincial Election
Commission. PPP senior represent-
ative Nisar Khuhro is from Larkana,
Khuhro has been elected 7 times as
a member of Sindh Assembly. He has
also been the Minister and Advisor
of various departments including the
Speaker Sindh Assembly.

DNA

DUBAI: Pakistan’s Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi has said the
UAE and Pakistan have developed
strong relationships over a period of
time and it will further strengthen in
future. In an interview with Khaleej
Times after visiting the Pakistan Pavil-
ion at Expo 2020 Dubai, Qureshi said
the UAE is a time-tested friend and
Pakistan is committed to support its
sovereignty and safety.

“We are strategic partners and will re-
main strategic partners on all fronts.
Either it is economy or diplomacy or
politics or defence, we stand with the
UAE and will protect its interests on all
fronts,” Qureshi told Khaleej Times. He
said Pakistan has already condemned
Yemen’s Houthi rebels’ attacks on UAE,
calling the act a violation of the principle
of state sovereignty while demanding an
end to such military strikes.

“Such acts of terrorism are a viola-
tion of the sovereignty and territorial
integrity of the UAE. They also pose
a serious threat to the overall peace
and stability in the region and must be
stopped immediately,” Qureshi said.
The foreign minister paid rich tribute
to the UAE leadership for hosting a
successful Expo despite the challeng-
es in the wake of Covid-19 pandemic.

“I'm impressed
to see the first

Expo in the
Middle East,
Africa and
South Asia.
All credit goes
to the UAE

leadership for
hosting such a
huge show with
a success,”
Qureshi said.
Qureshi invited d

foreign ministers of Organisation of the
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) for Islamabad
Summit next month to discuss important
issues such as Palestine, Kashmir, Is-
lamophobia and climate change, among
others. “I have invited the UAE foreign
Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al
Nahyan to attend the OIC Islamabad
Summit on March 22 and 23. He has pri-
or commitments for Expo 2020 that will
conclude on March 31st, but still he will
try to attend the two-day event or send his
representative,” Qureshi said.

“I will be visiting the national pavilions
of some friendly nations today. I will also
go to OIC Pavilion at the Expo 2020
to extend the Islamabad Summit invi-
tation to all OIC foreign ministers,” he
said. The Pakistan foreign minister also
highlighted Afghan humanitarian crisis
at his media briefing and said the inter-

national com-
munity — must
act to address
severe  short-
age of food and
medicine in the
war-hit nation.
“World should
help  Afghani-
stan and must
pay attention to
[ resolve its crisis
(|as 38 million
! Afghan popula-
tion has been facing serious issues due
to sanctions and blockage of its foreign
exchange reserves,” he said.

“We have been hosting four million Af-
ghan brothers and sisters for the past
four decades and now don’t have ca-
pacity to receive another influx of refu-
gees. If we will not address the Afghan
concerns, then economic migrants will
knock the European door,” the foreign
minister said, adding that the sanc-
tions on Afghan government should be
eased and gradual steps should be tak-
en to resolve the crisis. Qureshi also
shed light on Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan visit to Russia next week
and said it will be a historic to propel
bilateral economic and defence rela-
tions as well as pave the way for trade
with central Asian states.

“We have taken gradual steps to build

Pak stands with UAE to
protect its interests: FM

— Pays rich tribute to UAE leadership for hosting successful Expo 2020
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up our relations with Russia and the
Prime Minister visit on February 24
and 25 will unlock opportunities to
boost economy, trade and investment
as well as defence ties,” the foreign
minister said. In reply to a question
about the Prime Minister’s recent visit
to China, he said it was very success-
ful and further strengthen our bilateral
economic and diplomatic ties.

“We have decided to accelerate work
on the China-Pakistan Economic Cor-
ridor as well as promote industrial
transformation and agricultural devel-
opment in Pakistan. It was one of the
fruitful visits and results are beyond
our expectations,” Qureshi said.
Later, the Foreign Minister also vis-
ited the pavilions of the UAE, Saudi
Arabia, China and Turkey.

Pakistan’s Ambassador to the UAE
Afzal Mahmood, Consul General of
Pakistan in Dubai Hassan Afzal Khan,
and Director of Pakistan Pavilion, Ri-
zwan Tariq, also accompanied with
Qureshi. Earlier, Tariq briefed the
Foreign Minister on the design and
features of the Pakistani Pavilion,
which is divided into seven different
sections, including Pakistan’s history,
culture and tourism. So far, about one
million people have visited the Paki-
stani Pavilion. Due to its unique de-
sign, it is among the top five pavilions
at Expo 2020 Dubai.

[ Maliasks )
France to pull
out troops
‘without delay’

BAMAKO: Mali’s army-led government
asked France on Friday to withdraw its
forces from the Sahel state “without
delay”, calling into question Paris’
plans to pull out over several months.
A government spokesman added in
a statement announced on public tel-
evision that the results of France’s
nine-year military engagement in con-
flict-torn Mali were “not satisfactory”.
On Thursday, French President Emma-
nuel Macron announced that he was
withdrawing troops from Mali after
a breakdown in relations with the na-
tion’s ruling military junta. France first
intervened in Mali in 2013 to combat
a jihadist insurgency that emerged one
year prior. It currently has thousands
of troops stationed across the Sahel,
with the majority in Mali. However, re-
lations between the two countries de-
teriorated sharply after Mali’s army
seized power in a coup in 2020, and
later defied calls to restore civilian

Qule swiftly. - Agencies Y,
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Defence Production Ms. Zobaida Jalal presenting
a souvenir to Oybek Arif Usmanov Ambassador of Uzbekistan. — DNA

Senior TV journalist shot
dead during robbery bid

PM asks authorities to track down, give exemplary punishment
to killers | CM Murad condemns killing, demands report from
additional IG police | Bilawal says culprits will be arrested soon

KARACHI: Senior journalist Athar
Mateen, who was working as a producer
in a private news channel, was shot dead
on Friday over trying to save a citizen
from robbery bid in North Nazimabad,
area of Karachi. Unidentified gunmen
targeted a private television channel’s
senior producer Athar Mateen and
sprayed his car with bullets near Haideri
in North Nazimabad. He received three
to four bullets on his body which caused
his death. The tragic incident happened
at 8:29am when the journalist was com-
ing back after dropping his daughters
at school. On the road, he saw that two
dacoits were trying to snatch a motor-
cycle from a citizen. A car rider hit the
muggers who fell down on the road and
the rider drove away. Athar Mateen too
did the same and hit them. But this time
round, the street criminals opened fire
on the car and the journalist was hit by
their bullets. In a severely injured condi-

tion, he was taken to the Saifi Hospital
where he breathed his last. Later, his
body was shifted to the Abbasi Shaheed
Hospital for the post mortem. Accord-
ing to the doctor, Athar Mateen got a
bullet in his chest which proved fatal
and took his life. It could be seen in
the CCTV footage that one criminal was
wearing helmet and the other was put-
ting on cap. The outlaws could also be
seen running along with the motorcycle.
Karachi Additional IG Police Ghulam
Nabi Memon informed that police were
in possession of some material which
might lead them to the accused. Police
said that they recovered a shell of 30-
bore pistol from the crime scene and it
was sent for the forensic analysis. DIG
West Nasir Aftab and the DIG CIA also
visited the crime scene. Police record-
ed statements of four eye witnesses and
started trying to track down the accused
after seeing the CCTV footage. Slain

Leading organisations laud
NAB's strategy: NAB Chairman

ISLAMABAD:  Chairman  National
Accountability Bureau (NAB) Javed
Igbal on Friday said the NAB'’s people
awareness strategy about the ill effects
of corruption has been appreciated by
the World Economic Forum (WEF) and
other reputed leading national and inter-
national organizations which is an honor
for Pakistan due to the Bureau’s efforts.
Chairing a meeting to review awareness
policy of NAB, he said that Transparen-
cy International Pakistan, Global Peace
Canada, PILDAT and Mishal Pakistan not
only appreciated NAB’s efforts for erad-
ication of corruption and as per Gallup
and Gilani recent survey, 59 percent peo-
ple have shown confidence on NAB, tes-
tifies people’s confidence and their trust
on NAB'’s performance across the board
as per law. NAB was mandated to carry
out Awareness and Prevention functions
against corruption in pursuance of Sec-
tion 33-C of National Accountability Or-
dinance (NAO). NAB'’s Awareness and
Prevention strategy remained very ex-

cellent in order to make people aware
about the ill effects of corruption.

Under NAB’s Awareness and Preven-
tion Strategy, NAB has been engaging
different Governmental, Non-Govern-
mental Organizations, media, civil
society and other segments of socie-
ty in order to join hands with NAB'’s
awareness and prevention efforts in
order to aware people especially stu-
dents in universities and colleges at an
early age. As per positive feedback re-
ceived from various segments of soci-
ety, NAB’s Awareness and Prevention
efforts have been effectively highlight-
ed by NAB’s media wing free of cost
in print, electronic and social media
throughout the country considering it
as their national duty which has been
appreciated by all segments of society.
He said that the present management
of NAB has taken various measures to
check corruption in order to nab big
fish, proclaimed offenders and abscond-
ers. Due to vigorous prosecution of NAB

during the last more than four years
from 2017 to Dec 2021, the accountabil-
ity courts have convicted 1405 accused
persons besides recovering Rs 584
billion directly and indirectly which is
pride for NAB as compared to other anti
corruption organizations. The recovery
made by NAB was then returned to
some federal government departments,
provincial department, affectees of hous-
ing/cooperative societies etc but not a
single rupee has been received by any
NAB officer/official as NAB officers are
considering eradication of corruption
from the country as their national ser-
vice, he expressed. He said that NAB’s
top most priority was logical conclusion
of white collar mega corruption cases of
money laundering, assets beyond known
sources of income, fraud /cheating pub-
lic at large through illegal housing soci-
eties/cooperative housing societies and
modarba/musharka scandals by adopt-
ing “Accountability for All” policy to
eradicate corruption as per law. - APP

Athar Mateen was the younger brother
of anchor person Tarig Mateen. He is
survived by a widow and two daughters.
After the news of his murder, a large
number of people including his relatives
and journalist community reached his
place. Prime Minister Imran Khan ex-
pressed his sorrow over the sad killing
of journalist Athar Mateen. He ordered
the authorities to hunt the criminals
and give exemplary punishment to
them. Sindh Chief Minister Murad Ali
Shah took notice of the killing of TV
producer Athar Mateen. He summoned
immediate report from the Additional
IG Police. He expressed his condolenc-
es with the heirs of the deceased and
journalist community as well. Federal
Minister for Interior Sheikh Rashid
Ahmed took notice of the incident
and ordered the Chief Secretary and
IG of Sindh police to submit the re-
port as early as possible.— DNA

Fazl plans
long stay
in capital

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Democrat-
ic Movement (PDM) President and
Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fazl (JUIL-F)
chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman has
decided to set up a base camp in
Islamabad in order to ensure the
success of the no-confidence move,
the opposition parties plan to bring
against Prime Minister Imran Khan
in the National Assembly (NA).
According to a private television chan-
nel report Friday, after addressing a
public gathering in Hangu, Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) day after tomorrow
(Wednesday, February 20), Maulana
will arrive in the federal capital and
hold meetings with politicians and
leaders of different political parties
there in order to win their support for
the no-trust motion.

They added that the PDM president
planned to stay in the capital city until
and unless the motion was passed and
the government was sent home.
Besides that, JUI-F chief had also con-
vened his party’s meeting in Islama-
bad on February 22, the sources said,
adding he would hold consultations
with the leaders of other opposition
parties for the formation of a commit-
tee, which would muster the support
of maximum number of MNAs in order
to show the government the door.

PML-N dares
NAB to give

proof against
Shehbaz Sharif

ABID Raza

LAHORE: Repeating her claim that
Leader of the Opposition and Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) Pres-
ident Shehbaz Sharif was completely
‘innocent’, party spokesperson Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb on Friday asked the
National Accountability Bureau (NAB)
to give proofs to substantiate its cor-
ruption charges against him.

Talking to the media outside an ac-
countability court (AC) in Lahore, she
urged the government officials not to
become servants of Prime Minister
Imran Khan. “Shehbaz was implicated
in false and fabricated cases on the or-
der of ‘the selected’ prime minister,”
she alleged.PML-N spokesperson
counselled people to be patient since
it was time for what she called ‘the
gang of thieves’ to go home. “Not only
will these people go home, but also to
jail,” she claimed. Marriyum accused
PM Imran of ‘patronizing’ the extor-
tion mafia. “Corruption in Punjab has
broken all records,” she claimed.

Singapore PM angers
India with his remarks

“Ben-Gurion’s Israel has morphed into
one which can barely form a govt, despite

four general elections in two years

SINGAPORE CITY: Singapore's Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong has claimed
that “almost half” of the parliamentarians in India's Lok Sabha — the lower house
of parliament — have criminal charges against them, prompting New Delhi to
summon the country's ambassador to explain the remarks. “Nehru's India has
become one where ... almost half the MPs in the Lok Sabha have criminal charg-
es pending against them, including charges of rape and murder,” Lee said.
Loong made the comment in Singapore's parliament on Wednesday during a
debate about accusations of lying levelled at a member of the opposition.
According to a report in The Straits Times, the prime minister spoke about how
a democratic system needs MPs with good norms and values to function, the
importance of public trust in the government, and other things. “Most countries
are founded and start off on the basis of high ideals and noble values. But more
often than not, beyond the founding leaders and the pioneer generation, over
decades and generations, gradually things change. “Things start off with passion-
ate intensity. The leaders, who fought for and won independence, are often ex-
ceptional individuals of great courage, immense culture, and outstanding ability.
“They came through the crucible of fire and emerged as leaders of men and nations.
They are the David BenGurions, the Jawaharlal Nehrus, and we have our own too,”
he said. However, successive generations struggled to maintain that momentum, he
said, giving the example of Israel and India. “Ben-Gurion's Israel has morphed into
one which can barely form a government, despite four general elections in two years.
Meanwhile, a stream of senior politicians and officials in Israel face a litany of crim-
inal charges, some have gone to jail. “While Nehru's India has become one where,
according to media reports, almost half the MPs in the Lok Sabha have criminal
charges pending against them, including charges of rape and murder.” - APP

Find us on:

Islamalbad]

FEBRUARY 2022

Pakistan’s Premier News &
Diplomatic Affairs Magazine

www.centreline.com.pk
www.dnanews.com.pl
www.islamabadpost.com.pk

Y @Postislamabad/ @Editordnanews

A sister concern of

OST

11# Block 18-A, Awan Plaza,
G-8 Markez, Islamabad-Pakistan
Ph: 051-2261960, 051-2266165

Diplomgy, visit
t Bhay;

Published by Ansar Mahmood Bhatti, Printed at Rohani Art Press, Islamabad

Ph: 051-2266165,

Email: newsroomisbpost@gmail.com



