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Kuavyam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: President Dr
r " Arif Alvi has
/ said Pakistan
wants to fur-
ety § tl}er enhance
i . . bilateral co-
operation
with the United States in
various fields particularly
trade and economy. Talking
to Ambassador designate
to the USA Sardar Masood
Khan, in Islamabad, he said
the government is focussing
on the geo-economics and
there was a need to explore
further areas of cooperation
to enhance bilateral trade
and Foreign Direct Invest-
ments from the USA.

US ‘certainly
aware’ of
Khan’s visit

B o

NEws DEsk
WASHINGTON: US State
==  Department
Spokesper-

Wes wa b SOD Ne

3 ~ Price 0
*_5 Wednesday
RASCd . id the US
had communicated its posi-
tion regarding Russia’s “re-
newed invasion of Ukraine”
to Pakistan, adding that it
was the responsibility of
every country to “voice ob-
jection” to Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s plans. He
was responding to a question
during a briefing. “We’ve com-
municated to Pakistan our
position regarding Russia’s
further renewed invasion of
Ukraine, and we have briefed
them on our efforts to pursue
diplomacy over war,” Price
said, according to a transcript
available on the State Depart-

ment website.

Fawad hails
Noor case
verdict

STAFF REPORT
ISLAMABAD: Minister for
T v Information
- and Broad-
casting
Chaudhry
o  Fawad Hus-
7 I sain cited the
Noor Mukadam case as an
example of what almost every
citizen wanted from the judi-
cial system of Pakistan.
Police and prosecution ful-
filled their responsibility and
the court handed down the
verdict within four months,
he tweeted. “This is the jus-
tice that Pakistani people
expect,” he added. The minis-
ter expressed hope that insti-
tutes associated with the ad-
ministration of justice would
live up to the expectations.
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Ukraine claims downed five Russian planes, helicopter

Russia invades Ukraine

Russian President Vladimir Putin warned the outer world to keep away from the
conflict otherwise it has to face the music as well; Russia says destroyed more
than 70 military targets in Ukraine; Russia faces worldwide condemnation

No plans to send troops
in Ukraine: NATO

News Desk / DNA

KYIV: Russia, at the midnight of Feb-
ruary 23, launched military operation
against Ukraine targeting mainly the
military installations in some parts of
Ukraine. Russian President Vladimir
Putin in his speech on national hook-up
announced launching of the attack. He
warned the outer world to keep away
from the conflict otherwise it has to
face the music as well. Meanwhile,the
Ukrainian military claimed on Thursday
to have downed five Russian planes and
a helicopter in the east of the country
near a rebel-held enclave. “According to
the Joint Forces Command, today, Feb-
ruary 24, in the area of the Joint Forces
operation, five planes and a helicopter

Continued on Page 06

Biden speaks with
Ukraine’s Zelensky

NEews DESK

WASHINGTON: Joe Biden spoke
with his Ukrainian counterpart
Volodymyr Zelensky late Wednes-
day night in Washington, the White
House said, with the US president
vowing “support and assistance.”

The conversation came soon af-
ter Russia launched an attack on

Ukraine overnight, with explosions heard in multiple parts of the coun-
try.“We will continue to provide support and assistance to Ukraine and
the Ukrainian people,” Biden said in a statement.

Continued on Page 06

BRUSSELS: NATO is activating its
“defence plans” for allied countries
as Russia attacks non-NATO member
Ukraine, alliance chief Jens Stoltenberg
told a media conference on Thursday.
Stoltenberg also confirmed that NATO
will hold a video summit on Friday to
discuss the Russian invasion of its
pro-Western neighbour. And he reiter-
ated that NATO had no “plans” to send
alliance troops to Ukraine.

It is the first time the alliance has pub-
licly said it is activating its defence

Ukraine’s Crimea peninsula.

Stoltenberg did not give details of them
beyond saying they are “defensive
plans” allowing deployments that “cov-
er the whole east of our alliance” and
which “give our military commanders
some more authority within politically
defined guidelines”. Later, in a joint
statement following a virtual meeting
Thursday, the leaders of the G7 said
Russian President Vladimir Putin has
“re-introduced war to the European
continent.” “He has put himself on

Biden condemned the

plans, which were drawn up after Rus-

sia’s 2014 invasion and annexation of Continued on Page 06

PM Imran concerned
at Russia-Ukraine row

Meets with President Putin; says matter could
resolve through diplomatic means

CENTRELINE REPORT

MOSCOW: Prime Minister Imran
Khan had a Summit meeting with
President Vladimir V. Putin in the
Kremlin, today. The two leaders held
wide-ranging consultations on bilater-
al relations as well as regional and in-
ternational issues of mutual interest.

Recalling the telephone conversations
during the recent months between
the two leaders, the Prime Minister
expressed confidence that the posi-
tive trajectory of bilateral relations
will continue to move forward in the

Continued on Page 06

MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir Putin received
Pakistan Prime Minister Imran Khan. — DNA
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Zahir awarded death
penalty in Noor case

The court acquitted
all the other persons
nominated in the
case, including
Zahir’s parents,
owner and employees
of the Therapyworks

of Pakistan’s daughters.

I hoped that I will get justice and I got
it,” Noor Mukadam Father added, thank-
ing the media for keeping the matter
“alive”. He said everyone was praying for
justice. “The entire nation and world were
with us,” he said. Additional District and
Sessions Judge Justice Atta Rabbani an-
nounced the verdict.

CoURT REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: The trial court on Thurs-
day awarded death penalty to prime
accused Zahir Jaffer in Noor Mukadam
murder case. Jaffer’s two household em-
ployees were also given a sentence of 10-
year imprisonment.

The court acquitted all the other persons
nominated in the case, including Zahir’s
parents, owner and employees of the
Therapyworks. Noor Mukadam’s father
Shaukat Mukadam expressed satisfac-
tion with an Islamabad court’s verdict
that handed death penalty to the prime
accused, Zahir Jaffer, in the case of the
brutal murder of his daughter last year
in July. Speaking to the media following
the pronouncement of the judgement,
Shaukat Mukadam said, “an exempla-
ry punishment has been handed to the
prime accused.” “It was a question of all

Security forces kill

seven terrorists

A huge cache of ammunition was also
recovered in two separate operations

terrorists were killed. The terrorists
have been identified as Muhammad
Mateeullah, Muhammad Umar,

DNA

RAWALPINDI: The security forces con-
ducted two separate operations in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan and
killed at least seven terrorists, the In-
ter-Services Public Relations (ISPR) said
in a statement on Thursday.

In Khyber Pakhtunkwa, security forces
launched an operation in the Hamzoni
general area of North Waziristan dis-
trict after receiving reports of terror-
ists hiding therein. The ISPR said that
during the intense exchange of fire, six

Ali,
Akhtar Hussain, Sher, and Waseem.

The military’s media wing added that
weapons, ammunition, and other equip-
ment were also recovered from the hide-
out of the slain terrorists. Ammunition
recovered included submachine guns,
hand grenades, mines, handcuffs, and a
large number of multiple calibre rounds.
“The killed terrorists were involved
in terrorist activities against security

Continued on Page 06

PM lays
wreath at
Russia’s war
memorial

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan on Thursday laid a wreath
at “Tomb of the Unknown Soldier’, a
war memorial dedicated to the Sovi-
et troops fallen during World War II.
The prime minister, who arrived in
the Russian capital on Wednesday,
visited the memorial at the Krem-
lin Wall and paid his respects to the
soldiers. The national anthems of
Pakistan and Russia were played on
the occasion as the prime minister
observed a moment of silence in re-
spect for the fallen troops. After a
span of two decades, this is the first
visit by a Pakistani prime minister
to Russia. - APP

Uzbek envoy lauds Pakistan's
role in regional peace, stahility

STAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI: Ambassador of Uz-
bekistan Aybek Arif Usmanov Thurs-
day called on Chief of Army Staff

(COAS) General Qamar Javed Bajwa
here at GHQ and appreciated Paki-
stan’s role in regional stability.

During the meeting, matters of
mutual interest, regional security
situation and bilateral cooperation

==

RAWALPINDI: Ambassador of Uzbekistan Aybek Arif
Usmanov Thursday called on Chief of Army Staff (COAS)
General Qamar Javed Bajwa here at GHQ. — DNA

between the two countries were
discussed, said an Inter Services
Public Relations (ISPR) media re-
lease. Speaking on the occasion,
the COAS said Pakistan valued its
relations with Uzbekistan particu-
larly defence cooperation.

They reiterated the desire to fur-
ther enhance bilateral relations
including efforts for peace and se-
curity in the region.

The visiting dignitary pledged to
keep working for better relations
between two brotherly countries.
Earlier this week, Adviser on Com-
merce and Investment, Abdul Razak
Dawood announced that President of
Uzbekistan, Shavkat Mirziyoyev will
pay a visit to Pakistan on the second
and third of the next month.

He was talking to the media along
with the Deputy Prime Minister,
Minister of Investments and For-
eign Trade of Uzbekistan Sardor
Umurzakov.
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Briefs

IsaraQ MuGHAL

FAISALABAD: On the spe-
cial directive of the City
Police Officer (CPO) Ghu-
lam Mubasshir Mekan the
facility of issuing driving
permits is being restored
in Faisalabad Chamber
of Commerce & Industry
(FCCI) to facilitate the
business community.

Mr. Imran Mahmood
Sheikh Senior Vice Presi-
dent FCCI said that traffic
police staff has already
been deputed and arrange-
ments are being made to
make Police Khidmat Mar-
kaz fully functional.

He hoped that it would be-
come operational within
the next couple of days.
“Initially it will issue
learners driving permits
while in later stage driving
licenses and their renewal
facility would also be ex-
tended to the FCCI mem-
bers”, he said and added
that the arrangements are
being completed on fast-
track basis as the general
public could also avail this
facility in addition to the
FCCI members.

Sania Nishtar

inaugurates
Ehsas Shelter
Home

PESHAWAR: Special As-
sistant to the Prime Minis-
ter on Poverty Alleviation
and Social Protection Sen-
ator Dr. Sania Nishtar in-
augurated Ehsaas Shelter
Home at Charsadda Road
here on Thursday.
Accompanied by Managing
Director Pakistan Bait-ul-
Maal (PBM) Malik Zaheer
Abbas Khohkhar, Dr Sania
was taken around various
sections of the shelter
home and reviewed the fa-
cilities, arrangements and
infrastructure provided
to needy, vulnerable and
shelter-less.

She directed the Director
of the Shelter Home and
other staff to provide all
kinds of facilities to the
shelter-less as per the
vision of Prime Minister
Imran Khan and maintain
quality of the shelters at
all costs.

Later, talking to media,
Special Assistant Senator
Sania Nishtar said that
shelters and Langar Khanas
had been set up all over
the country under Ehsas
program, adding that the
program would be further
expanded to facilitate max-
imum poor people.

In those areas where
shelter homes or Langar
Khanas are not available,
citizens are being fed
through mobile kitchens
on trucks under the Koi
Bhooka Na Soya (No one
goes to sleep without
meal) programme. — APP

Dr. Sumera
shortlisted
for Politician
of the Year
Award

DNA
PESHAWAR: Chairperson
Women Parliamentary

Caucus Khyber-Pakhtunkh-
wa Assembly, MPA Dr
Sumera Shams has been
shortlisted for One Young
World Politician of the
Year Award 2022.

The One Young World Pol-
itician of the Year Award
was created in 2018 to rec-
ognize the most promising
young politicians between
the ages of 18-35 from
around the world.

The winners are selected
based on the impact they
are having in their home
countries and how they
have used their position to
benefit young people spe-
cifically. It is the first glob-
al award recognizing the
work of young politicians
and was launched to coun-
ter the low level of youth
engagement in politics.
The award is conferred to
five promising young pol-
iticians selected from vari-
ous countries annually.

Dr. Sumera Shams said
that she was delighted
and honored to be nomi-
nated together with these
incredible young politi-
cians who were having a
positive global impact and
inspiring others with their
leadership.

SAHIWAL The inauguration ceremony of Gender Protection Unit and Police Library was graced by Mr Alex Ballinger, Uk Representative
to Punjab, Mr Talal Raza, Political Advisory, BHC, Mr Ali Bahadur Qazi, Commissioner Sahiwal Division, Mr Moeen Masood, RPO Sahiwal and

Saima Qadeer, Executive Director, GDP. — DNA

SHusaaT Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Kashmir rally was
organized in Islamabad on Thursday
to condemn Indian atrocities in ille-
gally occupied Jammu and Kashmir
and express solidarity with the op-
pressed Kashmiri people. The rally
was taken out from Islamabad Press
Club and culminated at D-Chowk.
People from different walks of life
participated in the rally and raised
full throated slogans in support of
Kashmiri people. President AJK
Barrister Sultan Chaudhry, Prime
Minister AJK Sardar Abdul Qayyum
Niazi, President PTI Azad Kashmir
and senior Minister Sardar Tan-
veer llyas, Former Prime Minister

Raja Farooq Haider, President PPP
Chaudhry Yasin and other political
leaders attended in large numbers.
Addressing the rally, Azad Kash-
mir President Sultan Mehmood
Chaudhry said the sacrifices ren-
dered by the Kashmiri people will
not go in vain and they will see the
dawn of independence. Sultan Me-
hmood Chaudhry said rallies will
also be held in other cities as well
as abroad to highlight the Kashmir
dispute at the international level.
Azad Kashmir Prime Minister Ab-
dul Qayyum Niazi said the people of
Pakistan and Azad Kashmir stand by
the valiant people of Indian illegally
occupied Jammu and Kashmir.
Addressing the rally, PTI Azad
Kashmir President and Most Senior

Minister Sardar Tanvir Ilyas Khan
said that PTI government is poised
to help Kashmiris achieve their
right to self determination. Sardar
Tanvir Ilyas said we don’t want to
enter our names in books but we
want to practically help the Kashmir
cause. He called upon international
community to hold India account-
able for its crimes and atrocities in
Kashmir. Sardar Tanvir said that it
is unfortunate that whenever some
human rights violation occurs any-
where in the world, the United Na-
tions steps up, but remains silent on
Indian crimes in Kashmir. Sardar
Tanvir Ilyas said that India is playing
with fire, and if it doesn’t halt its in-
humane plans, this fire can spread
throughout the world. Shedding

AJK leaders hold rally to
highlight Indian atrocities

President, PM AJK urge int’l community to hold India accountable; Sardar Tanvir
Ilyas Khan says India will face the consequences of its actions in Kashmir

\._ .~

light on poor state of minorities in
India, Sardar Tanvir said that Mus-
lim women and Children are subject
to brutal and inhumane violence in
India. He said that the political sce-
nario of the region is changing and
India is afraid of it. Sardar Tanvir

Khan said that Muslims can never
be subjected to slavery and oppres-
sion. India will face the consequenc-
es of its atrocities. He thanked all
the political leaders and people for
attending and making the All Parties
Kashmir Rally a success. Y,

Nepal ambassador visits
Sadhu Belo temple

DNA

SUKKHAR: Ambassador .
of Nepal to Pakistan Ta-
pas Adhikari visited Sad-
hu Belo (Forest) temple
complex in Sukkur, Sindh.
The complex is one of the
biggest pilgrimage site of
Pakistani Hindus and daily
a large number of worship-
pers, spiritual seekers and
other tourists visit the is-
land for pilgrimage and to
see the cultural heritage of
Pakistan.

Situated on island middle
in the Indus River, it is
believed that the Sadhu
Belo was established by an
ascetic, Bankhandi Maha-
raj, of Udashin sect, from
Nepal in the 18th century.
The Evacuee Trust Prop-
erty Board of Pakistan has
well maintained and pre-
served the property.
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Bid to free
accused foiled by

9 Gujrat police
. ; J P

Self assesment
meetings held

FAISALABAD: QEC suc-
cessfully conducted Self-As-
sessment Meetings for
2021-22 during the month
of January, 2022.

Yoosur BaHuTTA

GUJRAT: Assistant Sub-in-
spector has foiled an at-
tempt to free the accused
from police custody here
Thursday. It is reported
that Ghazi Chak police were
proceeding back to police
post with an accused dacoit
Muhammad Qasim after ob-
taining the physical remand
of the accused on their offi-
cial van GTJ 1040 Thursday
morning.

When they reached near the
Gorala graveyard, two uni-
dentified persons attacked
on police with automatic
guns. Police retaliated ac-
cordingly and foiled their
bid to free their accomplice.
One bullet of the assailants
injured the accused Qasim.

Police managed to push
away the assailants. On
the report of ASI Shahzad
Ahmed, police have regis-
tered a case.

Electricity bill arrived
before connection
Gujranwala Electric Pow-
er Company (GEPCO) has
sent a bill to a consumer
who was not yet provided

connection so far.

A consumer Muhammad
Afzaal resident of Shehba-
zpur filed an application for
power connection about 10
months ago. GEPCO sent
him a demand note a few
days ago which has been
paid by the applicant. While
the applicant is still waiting
for connection, GEPCO has
sent him a bill of this month.
The applicant has urged the
officials to take notice.

The Data regarding Self-As-
sessment Reports were
compiled by the concerned
departments and submit-
ted to QEC on templates of
Quality Assurance Agency,
HEC. - DNA

3rd int’l
consumer

products fair
to kick off

STAFF REPORTER

KARACHI: The 3rd Interna-
tional Consumer Product Fair
will be kicked off from Friday
in financial hub of Karachi
with the participation of eight
companies from the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

The participation of eight Ira-
nian companies is the largest
number of foreign companies
in the event which will con-
clude on Sunday, February
27th. The Iranian companies
will also be displaying home
appliances, confectionary
products, soaps and deter-
gents and health equipment
in the event.

Hassan Nourian, the Consul
General of Iran in Karachi,
told that after the significant
presence of Iranian compa-
nies in the 17th Industry, Ma-
chinery and Renewable En-
ergy Exhibition in Karachi in
November last year, the pres-
ence of Iranian companies in
another international event in
the eastern neighborhood is a
major step to expand bilateral
economic cooperation.
Referring to the efforts of the
Iranian Consulate General in
Karachi to strengthen trade.

North
Waziristan
ADP
discussed

OUuR CORRESPONDENT

PESHAWAR: In connection
with the Accelerated Eco-
nomic Development Program
(AIP Phase II), a consultative
meeting was held in Miran-
shah, the headquarter of
North Waziristan, under the
direction of the provincial
government, in which new
development projects within
the district were discussed in
detail.

The meeting held at Miran-
shah Jirga Hall was attended
by Deputy Commissioner
North Waziristan Shahid Ali
Khan, Additional Deputy
Commissioner Finance and
Planning Riaz Khan, Addition-
al Assistant Commissioner
Miranshah, heads of all-line
departments, journalist com-
munity and eldrrs of utmanzai
tribes. Deputy Commissioner
Shahid Ali Khan briefed the
jirga members on the devel-
opment projects completed
in North Waziristan under the
AIP program during the last
three years.

On this occasion, tribal elders
Malik Nasrullah Khan, Malik
Mohammad Rehman, Malik
Yarma Jan, Malik Eid Moham-
mad, Noor Bahram journalist,
youth representatives and
representatives of business
community of Miranshah
sub-division appreciated the
consultative process for AIP
Phase 2 and presented their
suggestions.The elders sug-
gested the upgradation of
Miransha Hospital (Kidney
Dialysis Center, Thalassemia
Center, Blood Bank), compen-
sation payment for Miranshah
Datta Khel Bazaar and other
bazaars, special development
package for Datta Khel, trade
promotion on Ghulam Khan
border, establishment of bor-
der market ay Ghukam Khan
for promotion of trade.
Deputy Commissioner North
Waziristan said on the occa-
sion that the suggestions of all
the participants would be sent
to the provincial government.
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Tenders for Roger flyover will he
opened on March 16

ANwAR CHOHAN

KHARIAN: Tenders for mega pro-
ject Roger Flyover at a cost of Rs.
1172 million will be opened on
March 16 in Kharian-Sarai Alam-
gir. The details have been revealed
in the DCC meeting chaired by
MNA Syed Faizul Hassan Shah.
Deputy Commissioner Dr Khur-
ram Shehzad also addressed the
meeting. MPA Chaudhry Muham-
mad Arshad, ticket holder N. A71
Chaudhry Muhammad Ilyas, Usman
Dhadra, Syed Wajahat, Qazi Saiful-
lah, Deputy Director Development
Jahangir Butt and other officers

| were also present. It was informed

in the meeting that work on New
ADP project Ladian Road has been
completed, 80% work on Dinga

Road has been completed. It was
informed in the meeting that work
on Shadiwal Chak Galan Road, Old

A
-ltﬂ -~
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GT Road, Lala Musa Bypass Road
is in full swing, 132 out of 135 pro-
jects of CDP Phase II at a cost of
Rs. 110 projects of Phase III will
cost Rs. 1 billion. Similarly, work on
76 projects of SDGs Phase III is in
progress. Tenders for 175 projects
of SDGs Phase IV costing Rs. Is.
Deputy Commissioner Dr Khurram
Shehzad directed the officers to
pay special attention to the devel-
opment projects. Complaints about
the quality of materials would be
intolerable. He directed the DFO
to work out a plan for beautification
of Old GT Road as soon as possible
and the Public Health Department
to complete the Jail Chowk Sewer-
age Project on time.
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National Days and
Armed Forces Days

FEBRURAY
Feb 04/ Sri Lanka
National Day

Feb 06/ N. Zealand
National Day

Feb 06/ Uganda
Army Day
Feb 11/ Iran

Revolution day

Feb 16/ DPR Korea
National Day

Feb 16/ Lithuania
National Day

Feb 18/ Gambia
National Day

Feb 19/ Nepal
Democracy Day

Feb 23/ Uzbekistan
National Day

Feb 23/ Brunei
National Day

Feb 23/ Guyana
National Day

Feb 23/ Russia
National Army Day

Feb 23/ Tajikistan
Armed Forces Day

Feb 25/Kuwait
National Day

Restaurants

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 0334-5421812

Airlines
TurkishAirlines......8494949

Rescue (Police)................ 15
Bomb Disposal................. 15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16

Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi......... 9270601-20

>~

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo........cccu.... 114
PIA Cargo............... 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
9281092

Polyclinic........... 9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

Departments

CDA.... ....9221334-43
CDA...cveveernne 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6
4 O — 5555864
TMAscsamvs 5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3
Islamabad
Metropolitan
Corporation........... 9209224
Potohar Town......... 9209224
Rawal Town............. 5773343

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

ISLAMABAD: Henrik Persson Ambassador Embassy of Sweden witnesses paintings during an exhibition held at PNCA. — DNA
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Indonesian Envoy urges
Pak to focus on ASEAN

Muhammad Shakeel Munir, President, Islamabad Chamber of Commerce
& Industry said that Indonesia was a trillions dollar economy and was

very important country for Pakistan to

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: H.E. Adam
M. Tugio, Ambassador of
Indonesia said that the
East was the future of the
global economy and Paki-
stan should develop close
cooperation with Indonesia
to get better market access
to ASEAN region.

He said that China has
around US$ 700 billion
trade with ASEAN region
while Pakistan has only
US$ 7 billion trade with it
and stressed that Pakistan
should give more focus to
East Asia and Pacific that
have huge potential for
trade and exports.

He said that Pakistan
should diversify its trade
with Indonesia by focusing
on more items. He said
that both countries should
pay attention to those ar-
eas in which they could
complement each other’s
economy. He said that the
Indonesian Embassy would
try to bring trade delega-
tions to Pakistan and simi-

larly facilitate the Pakistani
business community to
visit Indonesia to explore
new avenues of promoting
bilateral trade between the
two countries.

He said that Pakistan and
Indonesia were reviewing
tariffs to bring more prod-
ucts in the trade agree-
ment and ICCI should also
give its input to make the
trade agreement more ben-

5% Tha

eficial for both countries.
He further said that he
was interested to work
with ICCI for promoting
economic empowerment of
women in Islamic countries
as he was already in touch
with the embassies of Sau-
di Arabia, UAE, Malaysia
and other Islamic countries
for this purpose.

He said that Pakistan youth
was doing a great job in free-

lancing that would benefit its
economy. He emphasized
that Pakistan should also

harness its e-commerce
potential to accelerate the
growth of its economy. He
expressed these views while
addressing the business
community during his visit
to Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce & Industry.

Speaking at the occasion,
Muhammad Shakeel Mu-

nir, President, Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry said that Indonesia
was a trillions dollar econo-
my and was very important
country for Pakistan to pro-
mote trade and exports.

He said that the combined
population of Pakistan and
Indonesia was a huge mar-
ket of over 490 million peo-
ple with great potential for
trade, joint ventures and

promote trade and exports

investment for the entre-
preneurs of both countries.
He said that Indonesia
provided Pakistan easy ac-
cess to ASEAN region and
similarly Pakistan provid-
ed Indonesia easy access
to the South Asian region.
So, it was very important
for both countries to de-
velop close cooperation
for achieving mutually
beneficial results.

PNCA to
organize
puppet show

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Na-
tional Council of the Arts
(PNCA) would showcase a
Puppet Show on February
25 (Friday) aiming at enter-
taining audience along with
family and friends.

Talking to APP, official of
PNCA Masroor Shah said,
“The show would be fea-
turing folk dances, stories,
theme-based speeches
and skits for children and
adults”. The colorful puppet
show will revolve around
current issues including
gender disparity, contrarie-
ty in education and environ-
mental challenges and there
will be an exclusive show for
kids as well, which will en-
sure infotainment according
to the theme.

He said that due to COV-
ID-19 the puppet shows
were being canceled, but
the shows were scheduled
four times a month as reg-
ular feature by National
Puppet Theatre (NPT) of
PNCA. Such events pro-
vide the required boost to
puppetry and help people,
especially the younger gen-
eration to become aware of
it, he added.

He said that the traditional
art of puppetry was dying and
PNCA has been struggling so
long to revive this art adding
that such events help in reviv-
ing this traditional art form.
He further said that the
art of puppetry and puppet
shows have long been a part
of Pakistani culture. - APP

92,000
scholarships
under Ehsaas

Programme

ISLAMABAD: Minister of
State for Information and
Broadcasting Farrukh Ha-
bib Thursday said the gov-
ernment had so far granted
around 92,000 scholarships
on merit to male and fe-
male students from all
public sector universities
under the Ehsaas Under-
graduate Scholarship Pro-
gramme, a key component
of Prime Minister’s Ehsaas
Programme.

The minister, on his Twit-
ter handle, said by extend-
ing the scholarship facility
to the students, especially
those who belonged to
low-income families, had
transformed their dream of
getting higher education in
universities into a reality.
For the current year, Far-
rukh said around 122,744
applications had been
received for the Ehsaas
Scholarship from across
the country including Azad
Jammu and Kashmir and
Gilgit-Baltistan. - DNA

COMSTECH holds

workshop on Research
integrity in clinical trials

ISLAMABAD: A 2-day International Workshop on “Research integrity in clinical tri-
als - challenges and solutions in low and middle income countries” organized by
UEARS in collaboration with COMSTECH, Assiut University, and Granada University
in Cairo, Egypt. COMSTECH distinguished scholar Prof. Dr. Khalid Saeed Khan of
Universidad de Granada, Spain was one of the conveners of the workshop.

The objective of the workshop was to help devise solutions for the challenges
faced in clinical trials by low and middle income countries and to impart knowl-
edge and training about research integrity. The value of clinical trials depends
on the quality of information produced and the relevance of the data to address
public health needs. There are many less-developed countries that do not have
well-prepared medical infrastructure and little or no experience in conducting tri-
als. To overcome these challenges this 2-day training and development workshop
in the area of research integrity in clinical trials is organized.

The workshop spanned over two days consisting upon four sessions and 31 sci-
entific lectures delivered by renowned experts in the field. Each day ended with
general discussions. More than 40 clinicians, students and researchers from dif-
ferent countries attended this event. - APP

Shah Bahar
appointed

DC-IR

ISLAMABAD: The Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)
has appointed Shah Bihar,
a BS-18 officer of Inland
Revenue (IR) Services, as
Deputy Commissioner-IR,
Large Tax Peers Office, Is-
lamabad.

According to the FBR no-
tification issued here on
Thursday, he has resigned
from the post of Second
Secretary (BDT-IT-II), FBR
Headquarters, and has tak-
en over the post. The FBR
also informed that Muham-
mad Hasnain Shamim, BS-
18 Officer, IR Services, has
taken over the charge of
Post Deputy Commission-
erlIR, Office of the Chief
Taxpayer, Lahore. - APP

RAWALPINDI: A Kazakh-
stani business delegation
visited the Rawalpindi

Chamber of Commerce, led
by Ambassador of Kazakh-
stan Yerzhan Kistafin, and
included

representatives

from the construction, edu-
cation, food, healthcare and
pharmaceutical sectors.

“Kazakhstan attaches great
importance to diplomatic and
trade relations with Pakistan.

Thirty years ago, on this very

day, diplomatic relations were
established on the occasion
of the visit of Kazakh Presi-
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev
to Pakistan,” said Kazakh
Ambassador Yerzan Kistafin.
A business council is being

formed comprising two mem-
bers from the chamber, he
said, adding that co-operation
between the business com-
munity and the private sector
is needed to enhance bilater-
al trade relations. The visit
of today’s trade delegation
is part of efforts for bringing
the business community of
two countries closer.

The bilateral trade volume is
very much low which needs
to be enhanced, he added.
On this occasion, Chamber
President Nadeem Rauf said
that the bilateral trade vol-
ume between Pakistan and
Kazakhstan is less than one
million dollars, direct flights
should be started between
the two countries and the
banking system should be
improved to increase bilater-
al trade volume. - DNA

subcontinent,

operation.

Open House for
Diplomatic Missions

Murree Brewery Company Limited located in Rawalpindi 1s
an icon reflecting the past and the present history of the

Murree Brewery Company is pleased to invite friends from
diplomatic missions to visit us and share the experience of
our efforts towards keeping it afloat for over 160 years of

We cordially invite diplomatic missions to visit us on any
Saturday from 10 am to 1:30 pm to enjoy our hospitality
and our products tasting. However, since, we are located in
the Red Zone / Prohibited area and it will be mandatory to
obtain No Objection Certificate (NOC) from the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs well in advance of the intended visit date.
We look forward to welcoming you all soon.

For further information please contact the following.
Mayj (r) Sabih Ur Rehman
Mobile: 0300 8553342
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Law and Justice
Barrister DrFaroghNaseem
on Thursday hailed the tri-
al court decision in Noor
Mugaddam murder case.

A sessions court in Islam-
abad had awarded death
sentence to prime accused
Zahir]Jaffar in Noor Mugadd-
am murder case. Appreciat-
ing the decision of sessions
court, the law minister in a
news statement termed it a
victory for rule of law and
justice. “We welcome the
decision in case and also
thanks to Islamabad Police,
the Prosecution Service and
the Prosecutor for present-
ing the evidence and argu-
ments of the case in the best
possible way,” he added.

He said that the Noor Muqa-
ddam murder case had been
brought to logical conclu-
sion. The verdict in the
Noor Mugaddam murder
case had further strength-
ened the justice system,
he added. He said that the
current government was
striving to ensure rule of
law and full protection of
the rights of women and
children. He said that such
strong decisions in the cas-
es of women and children
further strengthened the
government’s aim for rule
of law. The government’s
priority was to ensure that
those who violate the rights
of women and children were
severely punished, he add-
ed. He said that the imple-
mentation of the Anti-Rape
Act would definitely reduce
such heinous crimes.

5-G technology
to be available
by April-2023

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Pa-
kistan Telecommunication
Authority (PTA) Maj Gen.
(R) Amir AzeemBajwa said
that PTA has prepared a pol-
icy framework for rolling out
5G in the country and the
advanced technology would
be available by April 2023.
“PTA has developed a
framework and it will be
made available after the suc-
cessful trials of the next-gen-
eration wireless network by
telecom operators,” he said
while talking to APP.

He said that the PTA always
supported and encouraged
the introduction of new
technologies and enhanced
services. In response to a
question, he said that there
would be open bidding for
5-G technology.

The chairman said opportu-
nities will be provided to ex-
isting companies as well as
new operators. He was of
the view that the launch of
5-G technology would boost
online economic activities.
To another question, he
said, that at present the
number of female subscrib-
ers in the telecom sector in
Pakistan is low. “We strive
to attract women to use tel-
ecom services under their
identity” he added. - APP

USC
successfully
completes
automation
project

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Utility
Stores Corporation (USC)
Thursday successfully
completed a very impor-
tant project of automation
in a short span of time
in line with the vision of
Prime Minister (PM) Im-
ran Khan for Digital Paki-
stan. Under the project,
Utility Stores has connect-
ed more than 3700 stores
and more than 120 ware-
houses of Pakistan’s larg-
est retail stores network to
the Central Database and
moved all the stores to
Point of Sales Terminals
(POS) so that Customers
could be issued a com-
puterized bill after each
transaction, said a news
release issued here.

In addition, the Utility
Stores  Corporation has
successfully completed the
automation of supply chain
management, crossing an
important milestone in the
company’s 50-year history.
The PM took special in-
terest in this journey of
successful completion of
the automation project and
continued to provide guid-
ance during the comple-
tion of this project.

Promotion of cultural
activities govt priority

The guest of honour was Minister of Culture & Heritage Mr. Shafqat
Mahmood. Several Ambassadors and senior bureaucrats were 1n
attendance, as well as esteemed artists and art enthusiasts

Kuavam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: It is individuals and organ-
isations like Foundation Art Divvy who
keep the cultural scene of Pakistan alive.
Your organization has done a fantastic
job. The three women who contributed to
this event are truly outstanding Shafqat
Mahmood, the Federal Minister for Edu-
cation and Culture said this while speak-
ing as the chief guest.

He said, on Foundation Art Divvy’s Five-
Year Anniversary, we would like to honour
our supporters and celebrate the catalogue
of the inaugural Pavilion of Pakistan “Mano-
ra Field Notes: Naiza Khan” at the Venice
Biennale 2019, curated by Zahra Khan and
presented by the Pakistan National Council
of the Arts & Foundation Art Divvy.

The catalogue was published by Mousse
Publishing and Foundation Art Divvy in
2019, and it was originally launched in
2019 at the Pakistan High Commission in
London. The catalogue celebration and talk

with Foundation Art Divvy Creative Direc-
tor Zahra Khan and artist Naiza Khan was
followed by a film on Foundation Art Divvy.
The guest of honour was Minister of Cul-
ture & Heritage Mr. Shafqat Mahmood.
Several Ambassadors and senior bureau-
crats were in attendance, as well as es-

—

teemed artists and art enthusiasts. The
catalogue of Manora Field Notes, the in-
augural Pavilion of Pakistan, documents
the Pavilion through richly printed photo-
graphs of the multimedia installations as
well as images of archival material and the
artistic production process. In addition to

a statement by curator Zahra Khan, the
catalogue includes reflections by leading
scholars Iftikhar Dadi, Aamir R. Mufti and
Emilia Terracciano, along with an insight-
ful text by Naiza Khan on her creative pro-
cess that offers depth to our understand-
ing of the complex exhibition.

Foundation Art Divvy provides a platform
at an institutional level, locally and inter-
nationally to the arts from Pakistan. In
addition to an annual large scale institu-
tional art exhibition: Pakistan’s pavilion
to the Venice Biennale in 2019; collaterals
to the Lahore Biennale:
on Queen’s Road (2020) and I, too, am a
part of this history (2018); and Two Wings
To Fly, Not One: Aisha Khalid & Imran
Qureshi (2017); and a series of exhibitions
at Rossi & Rossi Gallery in London, its lat-
est venture has been Divvy Film Festival,
celebrating independent Pakistani cinema
which recently completed its second itera-
tion, as well as Art Divvy Conversations, a
series of insta-live interviews with artists
and filmmakers across South Asia.

Sagar Theatre

EUs foreign policy 1s motivated

by prevention of wars

~Mr. Gilmore stated that every trade agreement the EU
signs has a human rights clause in it and different countries
are given concessions under trade preferences

i

CSP, welcomed the guests
and said that Human Rights
is very important subject
and needs more discussion.
While in his welcomere-
marksAmbassadorAizaz
Ahmad Chaudhry, Director
General, ISSI, said that
human rights is a topic on
which the people in Paki-
stan are becoming more
conscious about. There still
a lot that needs to be done
by Pakistan to fully imple-
ment the human rights con-
ventions it is signatory to.

In his talk, Mr. Eamon Gil-
moresaid that it has been 60

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Centre
for Strategic Perspectives
(CSP) at the Institute of
Strategic Studies Islamabad
(ISSI) organised a Public
Talk titled, “Centrality of Hu-
man Rights in EU Foreign
Policy,” on February 23,
2022. Mr. Eamon Gilmore,
European Union’s Special
Representative for Human
Rights was the Guest of
Speaker for the event.

In her introductory remarks
DrNeelumNigar, Director,

years since the diplomatic
relations between the EU
and Pakistan were set up
and it is one of the longest
and most valued one. EU
takes the view that human
rights are universal and be-
long to all people. He said
that EUs foreign and human
rights policy is motivated
by prevention of great wars
from happening again and to
eliminate phobias present in
the European societies.

Mr. Gilmore also said that
EU is a unique form of co-
operation between 27 differ-
ent countries having varied

political, economic, and
j cultural interests and are
bonded by treaties and con-
ventions. From the outset,
human rights played a very
important role in the for-
mation of the EU and is im-
portant for its foreign policy
also. He further added that
EUs foreign policy is an in-
dependent policy and is not
borrowed from any country
or bloc and is based on stra-
tegic autonomy.

ISLAMABAD:
President Dr Arif
Alvi on Thursday
said that Paki-
stan wanted to
further enhance
bilateral  coop-
eration with the
United States of
America (USA)
Mr. Gilmore stated that | in various fields,
every trade agreement | particularly in
the EU signs has a human | the areas of
rights clause in it and differ- | trade and econ-
ent countries are given con- | omy. He added -
cessions under trade prefer- | that the Informa- ~
ences. One such preference
has been given to Pakistan
in the form of GSP+. EU-Pa-
kistan relations revolve
around governance, de-
mocracy, and law. He add-
ed that some legislations
with regards to religious
minorities and labour laws
still need to be worked on
to protect human rights vi-
olations in the country.
Mr. Gilmore concluded by
saying that Pakistan has
shown commitment to con-
tinue working on human
right conventions and both
the EU and Pakistan need
to keep working on com-
mon causes and issues of
mutual interests.

Dr Fehmida Mirza,
NSFs heads review
preparations for SAG

Pakistan wants
enhanced co-op

with US: President

The President said that Pakistani
diaspora in America had the
potential to serve as a bridge
to increase bilateral economic
and commercial relations

tion Technology (IT) sector of the country had immense
potential and foreign investors needed to capitalize upon
the investment-friendly environment of the country and in-
vest in Pakistan’s IT sector. The President was talking to
the Ambassador-designate of Pakistan to the USA Sardar
Masood Khan, who called on him here at the Aiwan-e-Sadr.
He stated that as the government was focusing on the
geo-economics, there was a need to explore further areas
of cooperation to enhance bilateral trade and Foreign Di-
rect Investments (FDIs) from USA. The President said that
Pakistani diaspora in America had the potential to serve
as a bridge to increase bilateral economic and commercial
relations, in addition to investing in various sectors of Paki-
stan’s economy, particularly IT sector. He asked the Ambas-
sador-designate to expose the real face of India which was
involved in gross human rights violations against the people
of Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu & Kashmir. The Pres-
ident congratulated Sardar Masood Khan on his appoint-
ment as Ambassador of Pakistan to the USA and expressed
the hope that he would play his role in further improving
bilateral relationships with the USA. — APP

Pakistan-Turkish cohesion to
help counter Islamophobia

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Inter Provincial Coordina-
tion (IPC) Dr Fehmida Mirza on Thursday met with different
heads of the National Sports Federations (NSFs) and reviewed
the plans for preparations of the South Asian Games (SAG).
She met with President of Pakistan Handball Federation Mu-
hammad Shafiq, President of Pakistan Tackwondo Federation
Col (R) Waseem Ahmed, and Vice President of National Rifle
Association Col (R) Agha Abbas here at her office.

The purpose of the meetings was to review the plans for
the preparations of players for upcoming events especially
South Asian Games. The plans for the promotion of these
sports in the country were discussed as well.

The minister reviewed the preparations for holding the
upcoming South Asian Games and gave her full backing to
hire foreign coaches for players training. She said the gov-
ernment was not cutting in corners in the implementation
of its sports policy. “Pakistan needs these games to project
its soft image on a global stage and highlight the country as
a secure place for international players,” she said. - APP

ISLAMABAD: Turkish Re-
ligious Affairs Minister Dr
Ali Arbash’s recent visit
to Pakistan will open new
vistas of religious cohesion
and help devise a ‘counter
strategy’ to cope with Is-
lamophobia globally.

During his five-day stay in
Pakistan, he met his Paki-
stani counterpart Pir Noor
ulHagQadri and many oth-
er high-profile figures in
the government, besides
religious scholars and aca-
demia, and discussed con-
fidence-building measures
to get the Muslim world

religious crisis. DrArbash,
addressing a seminar, or-
ganized by the Interna-
tional Islamic University
Islamabad, said the world
powers’ social engineering
had brought the planet at
the brink of destruction.

This social engineering most-
ly affected the Muslim world
and forced the Muslim Um-
mabh to live below the pover-
ty line through wars, occupa-
tions and violence, he added.
He said the world powers
with strategic planning ma-
nipulated the Islamic world
by cultural and economic dis-
tortions. He said the recent

efforts to malign Islam - a
religion of peace - had drawn
the attention towards the
word Islamophobia. Dr Ar-
bash said Islamophobia, a
conspiracy hatched against
Islam, was a sensitive issue
of human rights carrying
hidden agendas of self-in-
terests of enemies.

He said Islam was being pro-
jected a religion of extrem-
ism on the globe according
to a preplanned strategy.
He said there were certain
media houses in Europe and
West trying to interlink ter-
rorism with Islam in order

pects of life from the world.
He said Islamophobia was
not limited to the Europe or
West now adding whatsoever
was happening in India and
Myanmar, it was also a part
and parcel of it. Terming Is-
lamophobia  anti-Islamism,
he urged the Muslim world
to launch a worldwide drive
to counter the negative prop-
aganda being associated with
the Muslims and Islam. He
also urged the Ulema and
Mashaikh world over to de-
vise a ‘counter strategy’ to
foil the nefarious designs of
anti-Islam elements with col-
lective efforts. - APP

out of prevailing social and

to hide its enlightened as-

The Minister further said that the most worrisome aspect of climate change was
the potential climate-induced migration that could take place causing 400 million
people to become climate migrants in South Asia, half of them from Bangladesh

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Commenting on the
challenge of Climate Change and
strategies to mitigate the crisis,
Malik Amin Aslam stated that Paki-
stan was the most vulnerable coun-
try at the risk of bearing the im-
pacts of climate change and needed
to come up with nature-based
solutions. He was speaking at the
two-day international conference
titled “South Asia: Emerging
Opportunities and Challenges”
organized by the Institute of Re-
gional Studies (IRS) in collabora-
tion with Friedrich Ebert Stiftung
(FES) here on Thursday.

He said that it was important to
realize that South Asia was home
to one of the top 3 global pollut-
ers, i.e., India and two of the most

climate vulnerable countries, i.e.,
Bangladesh and Pakistan. Pakistan
had a few global hotspots, which
could become unliveable in times
to come because of the increase
in global temperatures, he added.
The Minister further said that
the most worrisome aspect of cli-
mate change was the potential cli-
mate-induced migration that could
take place causing 400 million peo-
ple to become climate migrants in
South Asia, half of them from Bang-
ladesh. He added that the current
government was committed to
finding sustainable solutions which
were possible only after collective
action. In this lieu, he mentioned
the Living Rivers Initiative, which
he was hopeful would commence
by April this year. He explained
that the Initiative was aimed at em-
phasizing the significance of pre-

—_—

serving river ecology. Aisha Khan,
CEO Civil Society Coalition for
Climate Change (CSCCC) said that
Pakistan was the fifth most vulner-
able country among South Asian
countries at the risk of suffering
from the most horrific impacts of
climate change. She said that the

issues related to climate change
were deeply intertwined, espe-
cially in case of Pakistan, ranging
from water management to poor
air quality and glacial melts to inad-
equate mechanisms for ecological
preservation. Climate change was
a phenomenon that had no respect
for boundaries, she added, and
hence its mitigation required multi-
lateral solutions. She recommend-
ed that promoting hydro-electricity
was the need of the hour in addi-
tion to promotion of effective infor-
mation-sharing systems on crisis
management. She added that there
was also a need for a more coordi-
nated research on Climate Change
and promotion of tourism for social
harmony. Expanded tourism was
imperative to inculcate sensitivity
for this shared ecology, she said.

Admiral (R) Iftikhar Ahmed Rao,

Senior Expert on Maritime Affairs
while commenting on the securi-
ty of high seas said that although
Pakistan had taken many tangible
steps, there was an urgent need for
collective efforts at both regional
and international levels, to proper-
ly address the threats posed by the
seas, like piracy, arms smuggling
and maritime terror. Kosh Raj Koi-
rala, Associate Editor Republica
Daily, Nepal while commenting on
the growing challenge of misinfor-
mation, propaganda and fake news
said that it was of elementary im-
portance to reinstate the trust of
people in media and journalism.
He added that while the elimina-
tion of any gateway in the form of
social media outlets had removed
the barriers to the flow of infor-
mation and at the same time had
compromised authenticity.

ISLAMABAD: The joint
enforcement team of the
Climate Change Ministry, Pa-
kistan Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and Islamabad
Capital Territory Administra-
tion on Thursday resumed
the long halted action since
the onset of COVID-19 pan-
demic against violations of
single-use plastic bags ban in
the federal capital.

Director Chemicals Minis-
try of Climate Change, Dr
Zaigham Abbass, Deputy
Director Pakistan Environ-
mental Protection Agency
(Pak-EPA) DrSadiaMunawer
and Assistant Commission-
er Islamabad Capital Terri-
tory (ICT) Abdullah Khan
visited the F-6 Markaz and
inspected numerous shops
to check compliance of ban
on plastic bags. The team
inspected wholesale shops,
grocery stores, green gro-
ceries, meat shops, plain
bread shops and other
outlets and imposed heavy
fines on repeated violations
by the shopkeepers.
Speaking on the occasion,
AC Abdullah Khan said the
enforcement drive of the
restrictions imposed on the
single-use polythene or plas-
tic bags has been revived
as the government banned
plastic bags back in 2019.
He said the ICT Adminis-
tration along with the Min-
istry’s team would raid all
the markets of the federal
capital every Thursday to
ensure compliance. The en-
forcement drive would con-
tinue till the federal capital
was purged of the menace
of plastics, he added.
Director Chemicals, Dr
Zaigham Abbass said the
use, sale and manufacturing
of plastic bags was complete-
ly banned in the federal cap-
ital. “The aim of aggressive
compliance of ban is to
establish Islamabad as a
model plastic free city to be
replicated by the provinces
to make the country plastic
free.” - APP

29 new Covid
cases in
Rawalpindi

RAWALPINDI: As many
as 29 more people were
tested positive for coro-
navirus during the last 24
hours, raising the tally of
confirmed cases to 46,165
in the Rawalpindi district,
while four persons lost
their battle of life against
the deadly disease.

As per the latest data re-
leased by the District Health
Authority here Thursday,
among the new patients,
ten belonged to the Potohar
town, six from the Rawalpindi
Cantonment, four from Islam-
abad, two from Gujjar Khan
and KallarSyedan, while one
each case has arrived from
AJK, Taxila, Murree, Kotli-
Sattian and Rawal town.
“Presently, 37 patients are
admitted to three health fa-
cilities, including 25 in the
Institute of Urology, ten in
the Fauji Foundation Hos-
pital and two in the Benazir
Bhutto Hospital.”

The report updated that
two patients were on venti-
lators in critical condition,
four stable and 31 were on
double oxygen support.
District Health Authority
added that during the last
24  hours,1,158 samples
were collected, out of which
1,129 were declared neg-
ative, while the positivity
rate was recorded at 2.50
percent. - APP

Mobile phone
imports
increases 11pc
in 7 months

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The import
of mobile phones into the
country has witnessed an in-
crease of 11.86 percent dur-
ing the seven months of the
fiscal year (2021-22) as com-
pared to the corresponding
period of last year.

Pakistan imported mo-
bile phones worth the US
$1270.415 million during
July-January (2021-22) as
compared to the imports of
US $1135.672 million dur-
ing July-January (2020-21),
showing growth of 11.86
percent, according to the
Pakistan Bureau of Statis-
tics (PBS).

Meanwhile, on a year-to-
year basis, the import of
mobile phones however
witnessed a decrease of
8.68 percent during the
month of January 2022
when compared to the
same month of last year.
The import of mobile
phones into the country
during January 2022 was
recorded at $179.768 mil-
lion against the exports
of $196.853 million in
January 2021.



Trade with India

R EGIONAL trade plays a significant role in any country’s busi-

ness development. Unfortunately, South Asia as a region has

not fully utilised the potential of regional trade. One of the
major causes of this lack of progress on bilateral trade is the enmity
between India and Pakistan. Some solid efforts were made during the
first decade of the 21st century to enhance bilateral trade but during
the past decade or so this has declined to an extremely low level. Es-
pecially after 2014 — when the Modi government assumed power in
India - bilateral trade gradually plummeted.
The benefits of bilateral trade are not alien to those in the business
community on both sides. We have had both Mian Mansha and Raz-
zak Dawood express their support for backchannel talks to improve
trade relations but there has not been any official confirmation of any
such meetings. Business communities in both countries have for long
demanded a resumption of trade and facilitation of transit trades to
countries across borders but political considerations have trumped
economic ones. South Asia is a region that stretches from Kabul and
Karachi to Kolkata and Colombo, with tremendous potential for mu-
tually beneficial trade ties. Pakistan can also earn much-needed for-
eign exchange by offering transit facilities to neighbouring countries.
There is a need for better economic ties and India and Pakistan need
to transcend their narrow political considerations. There is hardly
any other region in the world which has that many people and so
little regional trade. India and Pakistan have to revive the good old
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (Saarc) that has
been dormant for many years now. Economic progress has a lot to do
with how we relate to our neighbours, and that’s where the crux of
the matter lies. If we can’t compete with our neighbours, we cannot
dream of doing the same with the rest of the world. It is unfortunate
that India and Pakistan have nearly 90 percent of the GDP of South
Asia but with bilateral trade of just over two billion dollars. This is
neither advisable nor a sustainable situation. Of course, the issue of
Kashmir - particularly now with a right-wing government in India - is
a major factor in the lack of trade initiatives between the two coun-
tries. Perhaps, growing trade and economic ties could also help with
conflicts and disputes between India and Pakistan. This could be the
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EVELOPMENT work in the former Federally Adminis-

Challenges 1n ex-Fata
tered Tribal Areas (Fata) has suffered massively - first

D because of the war on terror and then due to a lack of

funds allocated to it. Now Federal Minister for Finance Shaukat
Tarin has assured a special parliamentary committee that he will
take up the issue of the promised National Finance Commission
(NFC) share with all the provinces. The recently merged tribal dis-
tricts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa deserve a better deal, having been
neglected for so long. The Special Committee on Development
of erstwhile Fata has taken a right step by bringing up this issue
once again. There is certainly an urgent need to expedite efforts
for developing consensus among all stakeholders for allocation
of adequate funds for the region. Though the minister wants the
provinces to agree for three percent allocation from the divisible
pool of the 10th NFC Award, this proposal needs some dissection.
There is also the matter of the stalled process of compensation
in South Waziristan to the war-affected people. The spending
mechanism on projects in this region also needs revision. A
perennially slow pace of utilising the allocations from the Pub-
lic Sector Development Programme (PSDP) does not alleviate
the harsh circumstances that the local people face. Though
there are dozens of colleges in that region, there is a need to
focus on employability of the students as they have lacked ex-
posure to the outside world for long.

To make progress after the merger, this region deserves dig-
ital freedom. Attaining digital access is a fundamental right
which must be respected. There has been an undeclared dig-
ital policy which is contrary to the norms of today’s digitally
dependent world. Restoration of the internet in ex-Fata must
be implemented now that people from the former Fata region
have moved back home and feel cut off from the rest of the
country due to a lack of 3G and 4G services. Then there is also
the demand for increasing ex-Fata’s provincial assembly seats
and extension of the judiciary to the region. But still the most
significant matter remains the three percent NFC award share.
The federal government and the provinces need to come to an

win-win situation that has been neglected till now.

agreement about this as soon as possible.

Ukraine: It’s the new world order, stupid

James M. Dorsey

Sanctions are unlikely
to project the United
States and Europe as
capable of preventing
Mr. Putin from
establishing his new
world order in the
former Soviet Union
or in lands where
he could artificially
create outposts of
the Russian world by
supporting Russian-
language education
as he is trying to do

in the Central African
KRAINE is about much
more than the security of

Republic

U one sovereign nation. The
battle for Ukraine is a battle for the
new world order.

In that battle, Russian President
Vladimir Putin is living up to the
worst expectations of Western pol-
icymakers and analysts. Unlike Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping, Mr. Putin
is seeking to overthrow the current
world order, at least as far Europe
and the continent’s security archi-
tecture is concerned.

By contrast, Mr. Xi would prefer to
ensure China’s place in the existing
world order, enhanced with what he
would call Chinese characteristics.
But, in doing so, Mr. Xi dangerously
blurs the lines between maintaining
and fundamentally altering the cur-
rent world order.

If the period since World War One

was in the words of President Wood-
row Wilson about “making the world

safe for democracy,” today it is in the
mind of Mr. Putin and the words of
Financial Times columnist Gideon
Rahman about “making the world
safe for autocrats.”

What Messrs. Putin and Xi have in
common and share with a critical
mass of other world leaders, including
India’s Narendra Modi, Turkey’s Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan, Hungary’s Victor
Orban, and former US President Don-
ald J. Trump, is that they think in civ-
ilisational rather than national terms.
In doing so, they define their nation’s
borders in civilisational instead of in-
ternationally recognized legal terms.
That is what Mr. Putin was talking
about when he this week, slumped in
a chair with a seemingly bored expres-
sion on his face, spoke for 90 minutes,
during which he announced Russian
recognition of two breakaway Ukrain-
ian republics. Mr. Putin’s version of
history was designed to justify Russian
and Russian-backed infringements on
Ukrainian territory and define the civ-
ilisational borders of what he calls the
Russian world. The boundaries of that
world are defined by the presence of
Russian speakers and/or adherents to
Russian culture on any given territory.
That is the backdrop to Mr. Putin’s
suggestion that none of the states that
emerged from the collapse of the Sovi-
et Union - except for Russia—were real
countries and that Ukraine had no tra-
dition of genuine statehood. Much like
Saddam Hussein’s justification of the
1990 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait, Mr. Pu-
tin’s reasoning would deny legitimacy
to most states in Europe and beyond.
The same is true for Mr. Xi’s claims
to the South China Sea or efforts to
control the ethnic Chinese Diaspora.
That matters little to Mr. Putin and
other civilisationalist leaders whose
world is one in which might is right.
Russian recognition in 2008 of two
breakaway republics in Georgia,
the annexation of Crimea in 2014,
and fostering of secessionist insur-
gents in the Donetsk and Luhansk

regions of Ukraine, and the tempo-
rary-turned permanent presence
of a significant number of Russian
troops in Belarus prove the point.
What has gone unnoticed is that since
2014 Mr. Putin has talked about Ka-
zakhstan in terms of the same denial
of a national history that he employs
when he speaks about Ukraine.
Weeks before Russian troops inter-
vened early this year in Kazakhstan
to squash mass anti-government pro-
tests and then quickly withdrew, Mr.
Putin used an unrelated question
posed by Kazakhstan TV to remind
his audience that “Kazakhstan is a
Russian-speaking country in the full
sense of the word.”

Dmitry Peskov, Mr. Putin’s spokes-
man, hit the nail on the head when he
recently noted that the Russian Presi-
dent’s autocratic domestic and foreign
policies were just “the starting point.”
Mr. Peskov’s suggestion that “there’s a
demand in the world for special, sover-
eign leaders, for decisive ones” spoke
to the fact that Mr. Putin has become a
model for a class of world leaders that
no longer finds it necessary to pay lip
service to the rule of law. For these
leaders, land grabs, military threats,
destabilisation, disinformation, and
assassinating one’s opponents are the
game’s new rules.

Mr. Putin’s notion of the centrality
of Ukraine for securing its place on
the world stage has a long pedigree
in militant Russian nationalism. It’s a
notion that was acknowledged by sen-
ior US officials already decades ago.
President Jimmy Carter’s Polish-born
national security advisor Zbigniew
Brzezinski noted in the 1990s that
“without Ukraine, Russia ceases to be
an empire, but with Ukraine suborned
and then subordinated, Russia auto-
matically becomes an empire.”

What happens next in pursuit of Mr.
Putin’s goal is anyone’s guess. How-
ever, his recognition of the breaka-
way republics implies that, despite
having parliamentary authority to

move troops at will across Russian
borders, a full-scale invasion of
Ukraine may be unlikely.

A retired US general suggested on
the sidelines of last week’s Munich
Security Conference that Russia
could “invest” the Ukrainian capital
of Kyiv. The general was not speak-
ing about financial investment; he
was reverting to the term’s meaning
to describe the siege of a city rather
than its occupation that went out of
fashion once the Cold War ended.
Despite assertions to the contrary,
Mr. Putin is not irrational and on
the rampage. On the contrary, he is
a brinksman who has proven to be a
brilliant tactician. He knows that his
demand that NATO withdraws from
Eastern Europe and promise to bar
Ukraine from EU and NATO member-
ship is unrealistic.

With the recognition of the break-
away Ukrainian republics, he has
demonstrated that he’s not worried
about US and European sanctions.
Russia has amassed some US$600
billion in reserves and reduced to
50% the amount of trade conducted
in dollars.

As a result, Mr. Putin, so far, can
look at his sparking and manipula-
tion of the Ukraine crisis as a suc-
cess despite much of the world con-
demning Russia, as was evident in
the United Nations Security Council
debate and the caution with which
China commented on the crisis.
Beyond sending a chilling message
to republics across the former So-
viet Union, Mr. Putin has exposed
weaknesses of the West at a time
that liberal democracy is in crisis
and under attack from illiberal and
undemocratic elements on both the
left and the right, some of which en-
joy Russian empathy at the least.

To be sure, Mr. Putin may have given
NATO and Western solidarity a new
lease on life, but the United States
and Europe have yet to prove that
they are up for the challenge. They

have not developed an approach that
acknowledges that the Russian lead-
er is playing a long game despite
assessing him as a tactician rather
than a strategist.

Sanctions are unlikely to project the
United States and Europe as capable
of preventing Mr. Putin from estab-
lishing his new world order in the for-
mer Soviet Union or in lands where
he could artificially create outposts of
the Russian world by supporting Rus-
sian-language education as he is trying
to do in the Central African Republic.
Sanctions, no matter how painful,
have so far proven to be ineffective in
forcing policy, if not regime change.
Take, for example, Iran. So far, harsh
sanctions have not forced the Islamic
republic onto its knees, and Russia is
better positioned to absorb the impact
of punitive penalties.

Add to this that Mr. Putin could be
dealing with a different United States
by the end of this year if US President
Joe Biden were to lose the Senate
and/or the House of Representatives
in mid-term elections. Similarly, Mr.
Putin could be dealing with a more
empathetic French leader if President
Emmanuel Macron fails to fend off his
farright challengers in April elections.
Mr. Putin’s long game, says jour-
nalist and author Anne Applebaum,
is for Ukrainian democracy to fail.
That, he hopes, would, in turn,
contribute to America’s failure and
ensure that its democratic rhetoric
rings hollow.

“These are big goals, and they might
not be achievable. But Putin’s be-
loved Soviet Union also had big, un-
achievable goals. Lenin, Stalin, and
their successors wanted to create
an international revolution, to subju-
gate the entire world to the Soviet
dictatorship of the proletariat. Ul-
timately, they failed—but they did a
lot of damage while trying. Putin will
also fail, but he too can do a lot of
damage while trying. And not only in
Ukraine,” Ms. Applebaum said.

Pak-Russian emerging entente 1n the changing world

Dr. M Akram Zaheer

Pakistan’s relations
with Russia werenot
good and it was ally and
treaty partner of the US
bloc against the Soviet
Unionduring cold war.
Islamabad also helped
the United States to
improve its relations
with China, and further
alienated Beijing and
Moscow

AKISTANI Prime Minister

Imran Khan is on visit of Rus-

sia at a time when President
Vladimir Putin is the world’s bad
boy for his actions against Ukraine.
Imran has become the first foreign
leader to visit Russia since Putin
recognized the two breakaway re-
gions of Ukraine as independent
republics, and the first Pakistani to
visit the country since Nawaz Sha-
rif’s historic visit in 1999. Prime
MinisterImran is visiting Russia at
the invitation of the Kremlin, and
Pakistani officials have said the
visit was pre-arranged. In an in-
terview with Russia’s state-run RT
channel on Tuesday, Imran said the
visit would focus on Pakistan’s re-
lations with Russia.”This is not our
concern. We have bilateral relations
with Russia and we really want to
strengthen it,” Imran said, adding
that Pakistan wants trade relations
with “all countries” of the region
and globe.
Inside and outside the house, every-
one’s eyes are on the tour. Political
pundits in Pakistan see the visit as
a sign of a major strategic shift in

the country. Strong Russia-Pakistan
relations could change the geopolit-
ical situation in the region. There is
a question thatwill Pakistan be able
to handle the tumultuous Taliban in
regional peace talks with those who
spread chaos? The change in this
path depends largely on the Tali-
ban factor. The visit is be closely
watched by the United States and
its allies, NATO and the European
Union in the context of Ukraine and
Afghanistan. As a US proxy in the
new Cold War against China, India is
closely following the visit of China’s
best friend. New Delhi’s long-term
strategic partnership with Moscow
will be more exciting and aware of
the Russia-Pakistan agreements on
the cards. Undoubtedly, India will be
anxious to see the result of the rap-
prochement with the United States
in recent years. Meanwhile, Russia
has also taken steps to improve re-
lations with Pakistan. Undoubtedly,
the strategic landscape is about to
change for Pakistan, which is one of
the key players on this side of the
map. Everyone hopes that this visit
will erase the bitterness of the past

and lead to a passionate and friendly
future of victory, collective efforts
and cooperation for the region. Both
the countries have been hit hardest
by the Cold War and the persecution
in the region.

Pakistan’s relations with Russia wer-
enot good and it was ally and treaty
partner of the US bloc against the
Soviet Unionduring cold war. Islam-
abad also helped the United States
to improve its relations with China,
and further alienated Beijing and
Moscow. In response, India and the
USSR strengthened their ties with
a defense agreement and increased
economic and people-to-people ex-
changes.Pakistan saw itself as a
frontline state against the spread of
communism, and actively assistedin
the Red Army’s defeat in the First
Afghan War. The collapse of the So-
viet Union marked a turning point
in international relations. Pakistan
and Russia were seen from their
best point of view as India got closer
after US and economic reforms. At
the end of Boris Yeltsin’s presiden-
cy, Nawaz Sharif became the first
Pakistani leader to visit Moscow.

Nonetheless it was only in the next
decade that Putin’s Russia began to
establish relations with Pakistan,
seeking new markets for its military
equipment, as well as new interna-
tional partners.

Imran-Putin meeting is an opportu-
nity for both sides to take their mes-
sage to the West about building a
partnership in a changing world and
may renounce talk directly about
conflicts and focus more on econom-
ic relations. Imran Khan is accom-
panied by a delegation of cabinet
ministers and key advisers.Pakistan
wants Russia to invest and build a
2.5 billion gas pipeline from the port
of Karachi to Kasur in the interior
of Punjab. However,Russian Foreign
Minister Sergei Lavrov said last July,
Moscow is more interested in the
possibility of building a 1,800-kilo-
meter Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pa-
kistan-India (TAPI) pipeline.Despite
public opposition to Kashmir nor-
malizing relations with India, Paki-
stani officials are also talking about
TAPI's capabilities, while pushing
Russians for another Kazakhstan-Pa-
kistan oil pipeline project.
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Briefs

SYDNEY: Former Australia
wicketkeeper Rod Marsh is
in a critical condition after
suffering a heart attack.
The 74-year-old effected 355
dismissals in 96 Test ap-
pearances for Australia.
Marsh also played 92
one-day internationals be-
fore retiring in 1984 and
served as Australia men’s
chairman of selectors until
2016.

“Rod is an influential figure
in Australian cricket and has
been so for more than 50
years,” the Australian Crick-
eters Association said.
Marsh reportedly fell ill
while on his way to a charity
cricket match in Queens-
land. — News Desk

No plans to
send troops...

From Pace 01

the wrong side of history,”
the leaders wrote. “We
condemn President Putin
for his consistent refusal
to engage in a diplomatic
process to address ques-
tions pertaining to Euro-
pean security, despite our
repeated offers,” the state-
ment reads. “We stand
united with partners, in-
cluding NATO, the EU and
their member states as
well as Ukraine and remain
determined to do what is
necessary to preserve the
integrity of the rules-based
international order.”

The G7 meeting conclud-
ed after just over an hour,
according to a White
House official, running
9:17 a.m. to 10:27 a.m.
ET. — Agencies

Biden speaks
with...

From Pack 01

“unprovoked and unjusti-
fied attack by Russian mil-
itary forces,” adding that
Zelensky requested the US
president “call on the lead-
ers of the world to speak
out clearly” against Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s
“flagrant aggression.” Wash-
ington,:Joe Biden spoke
with his Ukrainian coun-
terpart Volodymyr Zelen-
sky late Wednesday night
in Washington, the White
House said, with the US
president vowing “support
and assistance.”
The conversation came
soon after Russia launched
an attack on Ukraine over
night, with explosions heard
in multiple parts of the
country.“We will continue
to provide support and as-
sistance to Ukraine and the
Ukrainian people,” Biden
said in a statement. Biden
condemned the “unpro-
voked and unjustified attack
by Russian military forces,”
adding that Zelensky re-
quested the US president
“call on the leaders of the
world to speak out clearly”
against Russian President
Vladimir Putin’s “flagrant
aggression.”

Security
forces kill...

From Pace 01
forces, target killing and kid-
napping for ransom,” said
the ISPR.

It added that residents of
the area lauded the opera-
tion and expressed their full
support to eliminate terror-
ism from the area.
Separately, the security
forces launched an intel-
ligence-based operation
after receiving reports of
the presence of a terrorist
hideout in the general area
of Sambaza, Balochistan.
“Security forces conduct-
ed an operation to appre-
hend TTP terrorists in Ba-
lochistan who were trying to
infiltrate into adjacent tribal
districts,” said the ISPR.
The ISPR said that the ter-
rorists had attacked the
forces after the cave they
were hiding in was sur-
rounded.

“Resultantly, one terrorist
was killed. In the process, a
cache of arms and ammuni-
tion was also recovered that
was planned to be used by
terrorists against security
forces,” said the ISPR.

The military’s media wing
vowed that operations to
eliminate terrorists will con-
tinue, adding that the mis-
creants will not be allowed
to sabotage the peace and
stability of the country.

"

. =

WAZIRABAD: Muhammad Javed Afzal Chief

Y

of Small and Medium Enterprises Punjab along with Muhammad Asif Manager Business Development

ey

visited the cutlery association office and held talks with the members of the cutlery association of Wazirabad. — DNA

UEFA to move UCL final
after Russian invasion

World football’s governing body Fifa is to meet on Thursday with Russia and
Ukraine both scheduled to play in World Cup play-off matches in March

AGENCIES

LONDON: Uefa will take the 2022
Champions League final away
from St Petersburg following Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine.

The decision will be made at Fri-
day’s emergency meeting of Euro-
pean football’s governing body.
Russian president Vladimir Putin
launched a military invasion of
neighbouring Ukraine on Thurs-
day. World football’s governing
body Fifa is to meet on Thursday
with Russia and Ukraine both
scheduled to play in World Cup
play-off matches in March.

Russia are set to play Poland on
24 March, while Scotland host

Ukraine on the same day.
Ukraine’s domestic football league
was set to resume this weekend
after a winter break but that will
remain suspended. Fifteen of
the most recent 23-man Ukraine
squad play in their homeland.
Sweden are also in the play-offs
and would meet Russia for a place
at the World Cup finals, which get
under way in Qatar in November,
if both win their semi-finals. Karl-
Erik Nilsson, the chairman of the
Swedish Football Association, told
Reuters a match in Russia was “al-
most unthinkable” at the moment.
The Champions League final was
set to be played at the Gazprom
Arena in St Petersburg on 28 May
but Uefa has known an escalation

CHAMPIONS
LEAGUE"

in the situation between Russia
and Ukraine would make it impos-
sible to stage the match.

Overnight developments have
made that certain and Uefa presi-
dent Aleksander Ceferin has called
an emergency executive commit-

tee meeting for Friday when the
decision will be confirmed.

Uefa is in the process of evaluat-
ing alternatives but is now com-
mitted to changing the venue of
its most prestigious club game at
short notice for the third year run-
ning. Meanwhile, Zenit St Peters-
burg’s game on Thursday will go
ahead, Uefa has confirmed.

They face Spanish side Real Bet-
is away in the Europa League at
20:00 GMT. In Ukraine, football at
all levels has been suspended and
the Ukrainian FA has said it will
appeal to prevent any Russian na-
tional or club teams participating
in “any international competitions
under the auspices of Fifa and
Uefa”. Uefa later said it “shared

the international community’s
concern” for Ukraine.

“We remain resolute in our soli-
darity with the football communi-
ty in Ukraine and stand ready to
extend our hand to the Ukrainian
people,” Uefa said in a statement.
The International Paralympic Com-
mittee (IPC) has joined the Interna-
tional Olympic Committee (IOC) in
condemning Russia’s breach of the
Olympic Truce before the Beijing
2022 Paralympic Winter Games.
The Olympic Truce began seven
days before the start of the Winter
Olympics and ends seven days after
the closing of the Winter Paralym-
pics. A statement said: “The I0C is
deeply concerned about the safety of
the Olympic community in Ukraine.

PCB announces match officials
for Pakistan-Australia series

AFzAL JAVED

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) announced the match officials
for the much awaited cricket series
between Pakistan and Australia start-
ing from March 04th at Pindi cricket
Stadium. The Aussies will play three
Tests, three ODIs and one T20 match
during the historic tour taking place
after 24 years.

International Cricket Council (ICC) Elite
panelist Aleem Dar and PCB Interna-
tional panelist Ahsan Raza will be the on-
field umpires in all three Tests of the Pa-
kistan versus Australia series, while ICC
Chief Match Referee Ranjan Madugalle
will lead the Playing Control Team.
Madugalle, the former Sri Lanka cap-
tain, is the only match referee to break

the 200-match mark as he has to date
refereed in 201 Tests. Aleem Dar, the
three-time ICC Umpire of the Year, leads
the umpires’ pack with 136 matches.
Asif Yaqoob, PCB Umpire of 2020 and
2021, will be the third umpire in the
first and third Tests, while Rashid Riaz
will be in the TV umpire’s box for the
second Test.

Ahsan Raza, Aleem Dar, Asif Yaqoob
and Rashid Riaz will share on-field
umpires’ responsibilities, while Mu-
hammad Javed Malik will be the match
referee for the three ODIs, which will
be played on 29 March, 31 March and
2 April in Rawalpindi.

Aleem and Ahsan will reunite for the
one-off 5 April T20I and Muhammad
Javed Malik will be the match referee.
Umpire and match referee appoint-
ments:

04-08 Mar - 1st Test, Rawalpindi. Al-
eem Dar and Ahsan Raza (on-field),
Asif Yaqoob (third umpire), Rashid
Riaz (fourth umpire); Ranjan Madugal-
le (match referee)

12-16 Mar - 2nd Test, Karachi. Aleem
Dar and Ahsan Raza (on-field), Rashid
Riaz (third umpire), Asif Yaqoob
(fourth umpire); Ranjan Madugalle
(match referee)

21-25 Mar - 3rd Test, Lahore. Aleem
Dar and Ahsan Raza (on-field), Asif
Yaqoob (third umpire), Rashid Riaz
(fourth umpire); Ranjan Madugalle
(match referee)

29 Mar - 1st ODI, Rawalpindi. Alem
Dar and Asif Yaqoob (on-field), Ah-
san Raza (third umpire), Faisal Afridi
(fourth umpire); Mohammad Javed
Malik (match referee)

31 Mar - 2nd ODI, Rawalpindi. Alem
Dar and Ahsan Raza (onfield), Asif
Yaqoob (third umpire), Rashid Riaz
(fourth umpire); Mohammad Javed
Malik (match referee)

2 April - 3rd ODI, Rawalpindi. Alem
Dar and Rashid Riaz (on-field), Ah-
san Raza (third umpire), Asif Yagoob
(fourth umpire); Mohammad Javed
Malik (match referee)

5 Apr — one-off T20I, Rawalpindi. Al-
eem Dar and Ahsan Raza (on-field),
Asif Yaqoob (third umpire), Rashid
Riaz (fourth umpire); Mohammad
Javed Malik (match referee).

" 10C condemns ‘breach of Olympic
Truce’ after Russia invades Ukraine

WEB DESK

LONDON: The International Olympic Committee (IOC)
condemned Russia for invading Ukraine on Thursday, say-
ing the Russian government had breached the Olympic
Truce that is currently in effect and which aims to harness
the power of sport to promote peace and dialogue.

Russia launched an all-out invasion of Ukraine by land, air
and sea on Thursday, the biggest attack by one state against
another in Europe since World War Two. read more

The Olympic Truce, which began seven days before the
start of the Beijing Winter Olympics on Feb. 4, ends seven
days after the closing of the March 4-13 Paralympic Games.

demns the breach of the Olympic Truce by the Russian gov-
ernment,” it said in a statement.

“The respective UN (United Nations) resolution was adopt-
ed by the UN General Assembly on 2 December 2021 by
consensus of all 193 UN Member States.”

The resolution calls on member states to cooperate with
the IOC and the International Paralympic Committee “to
use sport as a tool to promote peace, dialogue and recon-
ciliation.” The I0C said its president Thomas Bach had re-
iterated his call for peace. Bach had asked the nations to
“give peace a chance” at the opening ceremony earlier this
month. The IOC added it has established a task force to
monitor the situation and to “coordinate humanitarian as-
sistance to members of the Olympic Community in Ukraine
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“The International Olympic Committee strongly con-

where possible”.
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Nadal achieves
best career start

“Always it’s important to win
as quick as possible, but the
most important thing is to win”

Sports DESK

ACAPULCO: Rafael Nadal achieved his best start to an
ATP Tour season on Tuesday, improving to 12-0 this year
by defeating Stefan Kozlov to reach the Mexican Open
quarter-finals.

The 35-year-old Spanish left-hander eliminated the US
lucky loser 6-0, 6-3, advancing to a Thursday matchup
against 39th-ranked American Tommy Paul, whom he
has never played before.

“Always it’s important to win as quick as possible, but
the most important thing is to win,” Nadal said. “Tonight
has been straight sets. That’s great news and I'll try to
be ready for tomorrow again against a tough opponent.”
The victory kept Nadal unbeaten over a dozen matches in
2022, his best career start to any year, surpassing the 11-0
run in 2014 that ended with a loss to Swiss Stan Wawrinka
in the Australian Open final.

Nadal won his men’s record 21st Grand Slam title at last
month’s Australian Open, breaking the career mark of 20
Slam crowns he had shared with Novak Djokovic and Roger
Federer.

World number five Nadal, seeking his 91st career ATP
title and fourth Acapulco crown, also won a warm-up
tournament last month in Melbourne.

Nadal broke for a 2-0 lead when Kozlov netted a back-
hand and broke again on forehand smashes in the fourth
and sixth games to sweep the opening set in 32 minutes.
Another forehand smash to break put Nadal ahead 3-1
in the second set but Kozlov broke back within 4-3 when
Nadal netted a backhand volley.

Kozlov handed back the break in the next game on a
botched backhand and Nadal held serve once more to ad-
vance after 76 minutes. “A little bit of a strange match,”
Nadal said. “Kozlov has a different style than most other
players, so you need to be very careful.

Islamabad United eliminates Zalmi from I'Sl-

Sports DESK

LAHORE: Islamabad United
beat Peshawar Zalmi by 5 wick-
ets in the first eliminator. Pesha-
war Zalmi have handed Islam-
abad United a 170-target with
both Kamran Akmal and Shoaib
Malik scoring fifties in the elim-
inator one clash of the Paki-
stan Super League (PSL) 2022
against Islamabad United at the
Gaddafi Stadium in Lahore.

The United bowlers kept things
tight as Zalmi batters didn’t
score runs quickly, as they lost
inform opener Mohammad
Haris for 12 runs by Faheem
Ashraf.

Opener Kamran Akmal contin-

ued to carve out runs, while
Yasir Khan was also removed
for eight runs. Karman got out
for 58 runs by United skipper
Shadab Khan with Zalmi’s score
of 98 runs on the board.

Shoaib Malik and Hussain Talat
forged a crucial 56 runs stand to
take Zalmi to the 150 run mark.
Hussain scored 28 runs, while
Malik scored 55.

For United, Hasan Ali took
three wickets for 30 runs in four
overs, while Shadab and Faheem
picked one.

Earlier, Zalmi had won the toss
and elected to bat first against
United. Wahab Riaz is leading
Zalmi, while Islamabad United
are being led by Shadab Khan
who is returning from an injury.
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PM Imran
concerned...

From Pace 01
future. He added that the
trust and cordiality marking
the relationship would trans-
late into further deepening
and broadening of mutual
cooperation in diverse fields.
The Prime Minister reaf-
firmed the importance of Pa-
kistan-Stream Gas Pipeline as
a flagship economic project
between Pakistan and Russia
and also discussed coopera-
tion on prospective energy-re-
lated projects. The Prime
Minister underscored Paki-
stan’s commitment to forge a
longterm, multidimensional
relationship with Russia.

In the regional context, the
Prime Minister underlined
the urgency of addressing
the humanitarian crisis and
preventing potential econom-
ic meltdown in Afghanistan.
The Prime Minister reit-
erated that Pakistan would
continue to work with the
international community for a
stable, peaceful and connect-
ed Afghanistan. In this regard,
he underscored the ongoing
cooperation and coordination
between Pakistan and Russia
at various international and
regional fora, including the
Shanghai Cooperation Organ-
ization (SCO). On the situa-
tion in South Asia, the Prime
Minister highlighted the se-
rious human rights situation
in IIOJK and underscored
the imperative of peaceful
resolution of the Jammu and
Kashmir dispute. The Prime
Minister also highlighted the
developments  detrimental
to regional peace and stabil-
ity and stressed the need for
measures that would help
keep the regional balance.
The Prime Minister regretted
the latest situation between
Russia and Ukraine and said
that Pakistan had hoped diplo-
macy could avert a military
conflict. The Prime Minister
stressed that conflict was
not in anyone’s interest, and
that the developing countries
were always hit the hardest
economically in case of con-
flict. He underlined Pakistan’s
belief that disputes should be
resolved through dialogue
and diplomacy.

Expressing concerns on ris-
ing trends of extremism and
Islamophobia in the world,
the Prime Minister empha-
sized the need for interfaith
harmony and coexistence. Ap-
preciating President Putin’s
understanding of the respect
and sensitivities that the
Muslims attach to the Holy
Prophet (PBUH), the Prime
Minister said that interfaith
harmony and respect for all
religions was imperative for
peace and harmony within
and among the societies.

The Prime Minister along
with high-level delegation is
on a two-day visit to the Rus-
sian Federation from 2324
February 2022. The Prime
Minister is accompanied by
cabinet members and senior
officials.

Russia
invades...

From Pace 01
of the aggressors were shot
down,” the army general
staff said. Russian President
Vladimir Putin made an early
morning call to his Belaru-
sian counterpart Thursday,
informing him that Moscow
was launching a military oper-
ation on Ukraine, Alexander
Lukashenko’s office said.
“Around 5 am (0200 GMT)
today there was a telephone
conversation between the
presidents of Belarus and
Russia,” Lukashenko’s of-
fice said. “During the call,
Vladimir Putin informed his
Belarusian colleague about
the situation on the border
with Ukraine and in Don-
bas,” The Kremlin had no
statement on the call. Putin
launched the offensive in
the early hours of Thursday,
after a surprise televised ad-
dress. Dozens of people have
been killed during the first
hours of Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, officials said, with
fighting widespread across
the country. Sirens rang out
in Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv, and
large explosions were heard
there and in other cities.
Oleksii Arestovich, an adviser
to Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy, said more
than 40 Ukrainian soldiers
had been killed and dozens
were wounded in the first
hours of the invasion, and
that up to 10 civilians had
been killed. The mayor of
Mariupol claimed that three
civilians had been killed in
the eastern port city and six
others injured amid Russia’s
invasion. Emergency servic-
es said a boy was killed in
eastern Ukraine’s Kharkiv
region after shelling struck an
apartment building. Ukraine’s
military said it had destroyed
four Russian tanks on a
road near the eastern city of
Kharkiv, killed 50 troops near
a town in the Luhansk region
and downed six Russian war-
planes elsewhere in the east.
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SOFIA: The three Baltic na-
tions and Bulgaria and Geor-
gia on Thursday denounced
Russia’s military intervention
in Ukraine. The foreign min-
isters of Estonia, Latvia, and
Lithuania - the Baltic states
- issued a joint statement
condemning in the “strong-
est possible way the open
large-scale Russian aggres-
sion against the independent,
peaceful, and democratic
Ukraine.” Stressing that “this
act of aggression is not ac-
ceptable,” the statement said
Russia’s attack on Ukraine
is a “blatant violation of the
international law, of all inter-
national norms, and a crime
against Ukrainian people.”
They urged the internation-
al community to impose the
strongest possible sanctions
on Moscow, including Rus-
sia’s exclusion from the in-
ternational payments com-
munication system SWIFT.
Bulgarian President Rumen
Radev and Prime Minis-
ter KirilPetkov both con-
demned Russia’s “absolute-
ly unacceptable” military
intervention in Ukraine.

At a joint news conference,
Radev said his country’s
doors are open to Bulgarians
in Ukraine and to Ukraini-
an citizens seeking asylum.
“We strongly condemn the
actions of the Russian Feder-
ation. Bulgaria will take a joint
stance with NATO against
this unacceptable attempt,”
Petkov added. Georgian Pres-
ident Salome Zurabishvili ex-
pressed support for Ukraine
and called for a stop to Russian
aggression. “Georgian nation
shocked by the Russian ag-
gression in Ukraine. We stand
in solidarity with the Ukraini-
an people and call for a halt of
the military operations,” she
said on Twitter. - APP

Africa races

towards 70%

vaccination
goal

BRAZZAVILLE: Vaccination
rates in Africa remain the
lowest in the world, as the
continent is “racing towards”
the target of vaccinating 70
percent of its population,
said the World Health Organ-
ization (WHO) on Thursday.
One year since the COVAX
Facility delivered the first
COVID-19 vaccines to Afri-
ca, around 400 million dos-
es have been administered,
the continent’s largest ever
vaccine rollout in a single
year, said in a statement
MatshidisoMoeti, WHO re-
gional director for Africa.

However, vaccination rates
in the continent are the low-
est in the world, as only 13
percent of Africans are fully
vaccinated. Eighteen coun-
tries have vaccinated less
than 10 percent of their pop-
ulation and three have vac-
cinated less than 1 percent.
Twenty-nine countries have
used less than 50 percent of
their vaccine stock, accord-
ing to the statement. - APP

UK pledges
£160mlin
to global

vaccine drive

LONDON: Britain on Thurs-
day pledged an extra £160
million to boost global vac-
cine development, with the
aim of being able to produce
a global shot within 100 days
of any future pandemic.
The money will be on top of
the £276 million ($374 mil-
lion, 330 million euros) that
Britain has already given to
the Coalition for Epidemic
Preparedness Innovations
(CEPI), a global partnership
launched in 2017 to develop
vaccines to stop future out-
breaks. “This pandemic is a
global challenge and it has
shown the best way to chart
a course back to freedom
is by standing side by side
with our international part-
ners,” said British health
minister Sajid Javid.

“Our £160 million pledge
will support CEPI’s vital
work to cut vaccine devel-
opment to 100 days and
protect us all against fu-
ture health threats”. The
announcement came ahead
of the Global Pandemic Pre-
paredness Summit in Lon-
don on March 7 and 8, which
will be attended by leading
global politicians, WHO
chief TedrosAdhanomGhe-
breyesus and Anthony Fau-
ci, chief medical advisor to
US President Joe Biden.
The event aims to raise
funds for CEPI’s goal to
develop “variant-proof”
vaccines that will work
against multiple future
Covid-19 strains. - APP

Importance of human rights
in EU relations with Pakistan

The Project included the development of a five-year strategic vision for
the Ministry of Human Rights and the design of human rights policies
and implementation frameworks for Gilgit-Baltistan, Balochistan and Sindh

DNA
ISLAMABAD: European
Union representatives,

key stakeholders and gov-
ernment officials came to-
gether at the final steering
committee and the closing
event to share the jour
ney and results of the EU
funded Hugqoog-e-Pakistan
(HeP) Project.

Initiated in 2019, the HeP
Project was a joint initiative
between the European Union
and the Ministry of Human
Rights to support the con-
tinued efforts of the Govern-

ment of Pakistan to promote
human rights. The project
contributed to strengthen
the institutional and policy
framework at the federal and
provincial levels to promote
and protect human rights.

The Project included the
development of a five-year
strategic vision for the Min-
istry of Human Rights and
the design of human rights
policies and implementation
frameworks for Gilgit-Balti-
stan, Balochistan and Sindh.
The project team developed
six training modules, which
helped increase knowledge
and skills of 148 govern-

ment officers on Pakistan’s
International Human Rights
obligations and what these
obligations stand for.

606 officials and 218 pub-
lic prosecutors from Sindh
and 278 officials and 102
public prosecutors from
Balochistan were trained on
‘Human Rights Safeguards
in the Administration of Jus-
tice.” The training modules
have been incorporated in
the permanent curriculum
of the Sindh and Balochistan
Judicial Academies and the
Prosecution Departments.
Support was provided to the
Ministry of Human Rights,

National Commission for Hu-
man Rights (NCHR), National
Commission on the Status of
Women (NCSW) and National
Commission for the Rights of
Children (NCRC) in increas-
ing their digital outreach. The
project developed the Human
Rights Information Resource
Portal for the Ministry.

Awareness-raising interven-
tions on the rights of wom-
en, children, transgender,
minorities and vulnerable
segments of the society at
the provincial and federal
level took place. Campaigns
on TV, radio, print and dig-
ital platforms reached more

than 166 million persons.

In his closing remarks, In-
amullah Khan, Federal Sec-
retary Ministry of Human
Rights Inamullah Khan,
Federal Secretary Ministry
of Human Rights commend-
ed EU Delegation for great-
ly contributing towards
promotion of human rights
in Pakistan. He appreciat-
ed the project team for its
achievements despite the
challenges. “I am confident
these activities will become
of an institutional part of
MoHR in its future strategy
and framework,” he said.

Thomas Seiler, Deputy Head

of the Mission of the Euro-
pean Union underlined the
importance of a continued
dialogue of the EU with Paki-
stan on HR and fundamental
freedoms. He added: “This is
also highlighted by the on-go-
ing visit to Pakistan of the EU
Special Representative for
Human Rights, Mr Eamon Gil-
more. The EU plans to contin-
ue to work together with the
Government of Pakistan, and
with human rights institutions
at federal and provincial levels
as part of the bilateral coop-
eration and explore options
for a follow-up programme
based on lessons learned.”

MOSCOW: Shah Mahmood Qureshi, Pakistan
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i Foreign Minister in a meeting with his Russian counterpart

Sergey Lavrov along with delegation. — DNA

LONDON: Queen Elizabeth
II cancelled two engage-
ments on Thursday after
she tested positive for coro-
navirus at the weekend,
Buckingham Palace said.

"The two virtual audiences
that had previously been
scheduled to take place today
will now be rescheduled for a
later date," a spokesman said.
Royal officials announced
on Sunday that the 95-year
old head of state had tested
positive and had "mild" Covid
symptoms, but would contin-
ue with "light duties". Her
eldest son and heir, Prince
Charles, tested positive for
the second time since early
2020 on February 10, two
days after meeting his moth-
er at Windsor Castle. - APP

US asks Imran to play part in averting Ukraine conflict

WASHINGTON: The visit of Prime Minister
Imran Khan to Moscow on a prescheduled
bilateral visit attained greater significance,
as the United States urged him to play his
part in averting a "costly" and "destabilizing
conflict, following Russia- Ukraine clash.
The United States said it has been in touch
with Islamabad on the escalating crisis.
"We believe it’s the responsibility of every re-
sponsible country around the world to voice
concern, to voice objection to what (President
Vladimir) Putin appears to have in mind for
Ukraine," State Department spokesman Ned
Price told reporters in response to a question
at his daily briefing on Wednesday. PM Imran
Khan arrived in Moscow Wednesday to meet
President Putin and discuss a range of issues,
including economic cooperation. His visit
takes place hours after the US and a number

Tayyip Erdogan denounces Russia
invasion as ‘heavy blow’ to peace

ISTANBUL: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan on Thursday denounced Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine as a “heavy blow” to regional peace. “We reject Russia’s military operation,” Erdogan
said in a televised speech, calling it a “heavy blow to regional peace and stability”. Erdogan,
whose government has friendly ties with Russia and Ukraine, had positioned Turkey, a member of
NATO, as a neutral mediator for a resolution to the crisis. He expressed “sincere sadness” over
the fact that the two countries “with which we have close political, economic and social ties” were
confronting each other. Erdogan earlier today chaired a security summit in the capital Ankara
after Moscow launched an attack on its neighbour. The summit concluded that Russia’s attack
was “a violation of international law” and “unacceptable”, according to the presidency. It also dis-
cussed measures that can be taken with Russia and on international platforms for an “end to the
attack that threatens regional and global security”. Turkey “will continue to support Ukraine’s
political unity, sovereignty and territorial integrity”, it said. In a separate statement, the foreign
ministry urged Moscow to stop its “unjust and unlawful” invasion immediately. - Agencies

of Western nations slapped Russia with new
sanctions for its military deployment into
parts of eastern Ukraine. "We’ve communicat-
ed to Pakistan our position regarding Russia’s
further renewed invasion of Ukraine, and we
have briefed them on our efforts to pursue di-
plomacy over war," the spokesman said, while
underscoring United States' "longstanding
partnership and cooperation” with Pakistan.
"We view our partnership with a prosper-
ous, with a democratic Pakistan as critical
to U.S. interests. "And we certainly hope,
when it comes to those shared interests -
the aversion of a costly conflict, the aver-
sion of a destabilizing conflict, that every
country around the world would make that
point clearly in unambiguous language in
their engagements with the Russian Feder-
ation," Price added. - Agencies

" Azerbaijan demands
International justice
for Khojaly genocide

\_the initiative of late national leader Heydar Aliyev.

NEews DEskK

BAKU: Human Rights Commissioner Sabina Aliyeva has urged
the world community and relevant int’l agencies to adequately
respond to the brutal act committed in Azerbaijan’s Khojaly,
recognize it as a genocide and bring its instigators and perpe-
trators to justice. She made the remarks in a statement to in-
ternational agencies on the eve of the 30th anniversary of the
Khojaly genocide. Aliyeva has called for effective and drastic
international sanctions against Armenia for flagrant violations
of international humanitarian law, as well as increased pres-
sure on the responsible state to provide information about
the fate of Azerbaijani citizens who have been taken prison-
er, hostage, or gone missing. “Thirty years have passed since
the Khojaly genocide, which entered into history as one of the
most horrific tragedies of the 20th century and a grave crime
against humanity,” she said. Aliyeva stressed that hundreds of
thousands of civilians have been massacred and expelled from
their native lands as a result of Armenia’s ethnic cleansing and
genocide policies against Azerbaijanis throughout history. In
the statement, she addressed the facts of the brutal murder of
people in Khojaly, noting that Armenian armed groups commit-
ted massacres in Azerbaijani settlements, the most horrific of
which occurred in Khojaly while operating in an environment
of impunity. She emphasized that February 26 was declared the
Day of the Khojaly Genocide and that the truth about the gen-
ocide was conveyed to the international community in 1994, at
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Turkish,
Armenian
officials hold
2nd meeting

in Vienna

ANKARA:The second meet-
ing between special envoys
from Turkiye and Armenia
to discuss steps for normal-
izing ties between the two
countries was held in Vien-
na on Thursday.

A Turkish Foreign Ministry
statement announced the
meeting between the special
representatives of Turkiye
and Armenia, “respective-
ly, Ambassador SerdarKilic
and Deputy Speaker of the
Armenian Parliament Ru-
ben Rubinyan,” in the Aus-
trian capital.

The statement said the
Turkish and Armenian en-
voys have “confirmed that
the ultimate goal of the
negotiations is to achieve
full normalization” between
the two countries as agreed
during their first meeting in
Moscow. - APP
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MINSK: Pakistan ambassador to Belarus Sajjad Haider Khan meets
ambassador of Russia to Belarus Boris Gryzlov. Both sides discussed
bilateral relations in the backdrop of ongoing visit by PM Imran
to Russia, hoped broadening of coop in numerous fields. — DNA

French President Emmanuel Macron says France and its European allies did everything to try
to head off the attack on Ukraine. He said that they will show “no weakness” in their response

BRUSSELS: World leaders
expressed a raw outrage
shrouded by an impotence
to immediately come to the
aid of Ukraine to avoid a
major war in Europe, con-
demning Russia’s attack on
its neighbor as the Europe-
an Union and others prom-
ised unprecedented sanc-
tions to hit the Kremlin.

NATO has moved to beef
up its eastern flank facing
Russia and planned a virtual
leaders’ summit for Friday
after President Vladimir Pu-
tin warned anyone listening
that any interference would
“lead to consequences you
have never seen in history.”
EU and NATO member
Lithuania declared a state
of emergency since the Bal-
tic nation borders Russia’s

Kaliningrad region to the
southwest and Russia’s ally
Belarus to the east. NATO
nations have 100 jets and
120 ships on high alert as
deterrence. “Make no mis-
take: we will defend every
ally against any attack on
every inch of NATO territo-
ry,” said NATO chief Jens
Stoltenberg.

European Commission
President Ursula von der
Leyen called it a “barbaric
attack” on an independent
nation that also targeted
“the stability in Europe
and the whole of the inter-
national peace order.” The
EU will hold an emergency
summit in Brussels.

But no one promised to
move in militarily and de-
fend Ukraine as it could

touch off a major European
war. So instead, most of the
world — but not China — con-
demned and threatened to
hit the Russian elites with,
in the words of Von der Ley-
en — “massive and targeted
sanctions.” She will put to
EU leaders late Thursday

a proposal that “will tar-
get strategic sectors of the
Russian economy by block-
ing the access to technolo-
gies and markets that are
key for Russia.”

Italian Premier  Mario
Draghi says Russia’s attack

on Ukraine has made dia-

P )

logue with Moscow “impos-
sible.” He is demanding that
Putin “immediately stop the
bloodshed and withdraw
military forces.” French
President Emmanuel Ma-
cron says France and its Eu-
ropean allies did everything
to try to head off the attack
on Ukraine. He said that
they will show “no weak-
ness” in their response.

Macron said in a televised
address to the nation
Thursday that Russia’s
attack is a “turning point
in European history” and
as a result “there will be
profound consequenc-
es for our continent and
changes in our lives.” The
Slovak government has au-
thorized the deployment
of up to 1,500 soldiers to

help guard the border with
Ukraine following Russia’s
attack on Slovakia’s east-
ern neighbor.

Latvian  authorities say
three Russian television
channels will have their
right to broadcast in Latvia
suspended for several years
with immediate effect. They
cited the channels’ incite-
ment to hatred against
Ukraine, justification of war
and spreading of disinfor-
mation on Ukraine, Latvia
and other countries.

The head of the U.N. refu-
gee agency is warning of
“devastating  consequenc-
es” of Russia’s military ac-
tion in Ukraine and calling
on neighboring countries to
keep their borders open for
people fleeing the fighting.

Oil breaches
$100 as
Russia
attacks

Ukraine

NEW YORK: Crude oil and
natural gas prices have
soared amid investor con-
cerns that Russian aggres-
sion against Ukraine would
hurt exports from Russia,
one of the world’s largest oil
and gas exporters. Global
benchmark Brent crude oil
futures scaled the $100 a
barrel mark on Wednesday
for the first time since 2014
after Russian President
Vladimir Putin ordered a
military attack on Ukraine.
The latest escalation in
the Ukrainian crisis cast a
gloom on global stock mar-
kets, which tumbled as in-
vestors took refuge in safe
havens like gold, US Treas-
ury bonds, the US dollar
and the Japanese yen.
Russian forces attacked sev-
eral targets across Ukraine
after Putin ordered strikes
on Ukrainian military in-
stallations, an assault that
Ukrainian President Volod-
ymyrZelenskyy described as
a “cynical invasion.”

US President Joe Biden has
warned that Washington
and its allies would impose
“severe sanctions” on Mos-
cow. “The market reaction
to these developments has
been seismic,” Deutsche
Bank analyst Jim Reid said
in a note “there had been a
more positive tone 24 hours
ago during the European
morning, but that turned
shortly after the US open, af-
ter news came through from
Ukraine that numerous web-
sites had suffered a distribut-
ed denial-of-service attack.”
European stocks fell 3% in
early trading on Thursday
with the benchmark STOXX
600 index falling to its lowest
level since May 2021 amid
concerns that the Russian of-
fensive and ensuing Western
sanctions would lead to fur
ther fuel price rises and hurt
the global economic recovery.
Germany’s DAX was among
the biggest losers in the re-
gion, reflecting the country’s
heavy reliance on Russia for
its energy needs. - APP

Palestinians
call on Israel
to ‘end
apartheid’

UNITED NATIONS: The
Palestinian envoy to the
United Nations on Wednes-
day urged the Security
Council to stop Israel from
discriminating against Pal-
estinians, wearing a black
mask emblazoned with the
phrase “End Apartheid.”

Speaking at a monthly meet-
ing on the Middle East, Riyad
Mansour evoked the term
“apartheid” 15 times and
called on the Council to pro-
tect “our long-suffering peo-
ple.” “This Council may not
be ready to use the word, but
apartheid is, and has been,
for a while now, our reality,”
said the Palestinian envoy.

“Israel may be outraged by
the word,” Mansour said,
but he added that “everyone
else should be outraged by
the policy.” “Condemna-
tions alone will never suf-
fice to deter Israel,” he said.
“It is time to translate your
words into actions. Actions
to end apartheid.” - APP

Brazil storm
death toll
passes 200:
police

RIO DE JANEIRO: The
death toll from flash floods
and landslides caused by
torrential rain in the Bra-
zilian city of Petropolis has
surpassed 200, authorities
said Wednesday, as they
continue to recover bodies
more than a week after the
storm. Around 51 people
are still missing, but that
number is expected to go
down as bodies are identi-
fied and families are reunit-
ed, police said. Among the
204 bodies recovered, 188
had been identified as of
Wednesday, Rio de Janeiro
police said. Some 800 peo-
ple were being housed in
emergency shelters after
the deluge left their homes
damaged or destroyed.

The February 15 downpour
turned streets in the pictur-
esque tourist town north of
Rio de Janeiro into violent
rivers, the water taking cars,
trees and soil along with it.
Officials are still waging a
massive clean-up operation
to clear the mud, rubble and
stranded vehicles strewn
around Petropolis, a city of
300,000 people that was the
19th-century summer capi-
tal of the Brazilian empire.
The storm, which dropped
more than a month’s worth
of rain in a few hours, is now
the deadliest in the city’s
history. - APP
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MOSCOW: Foreign Minister Makh-
doom Shah Mahmood Qureshi on
Thursday said that Pakistan in line
with the vision of Prime Minister
Imran Khan was pursuing the agen-
da of promoting economic priorities
and regional links. He said that Paki-
stan accorded special importance to
bilateral relations with Russia, add-
ing, bilateral ties between Pakistan
and Russia have strengthened. The
Foreign Minister expressed these
views during the meeting with his
Russian counterpart Surgey Lavrov
along with the delegation.

During the meeting, the two sides
exchanged views on various subjects
including the bilateral relations, en-
hanced cooperation in the areas of
mutual interest and important region-
al and international matters. As For-
eign Minister Lavrov welcomed his
Pakistani counterpart to Moscow, the
two sides reviewed the whole range
of Pakistan-Russia bilateral relations
and reiterated their commitment to
further strengthen the bilateral ties.

O1l breaches
$100 for first
time since 2014

WEeB DESK

BEIJING: Oil breached $100 a barrel for
the first time since 2014 on Thursday
as Russia moved troops into Ukraine,
sparking concerns that a war in Europe
could disrupt global energy supplies.
Russia has launched a full-scale inva-
sion of Ukraine and is targeting cities
with weapons strikes, Foreign Minister
Dmytro Kuleba said in a tweet.Brent
crude LCOc1hit a high of $101.34 a bar-
rel in early Asia trade, the loftiest since
September 2014, and was at $101.20 a
barrel at 0423 GMT, up $4.36, or 4.5%.
US WTI crude CLcl futures jumped
$4.22, or 4.6%, to $96.32 a barrel,
after rising to as much as $96.51,
also the highest since August 2014.
Russian President Vladimir Putin au-
thorised a military operation in east-
ern Ukraine on Thursday in what
could be the start of war in Europe
over Russia’s demands for an end to
NATO’s eastward expansion.

ISLAMABAD: Shakil Ahmed of Shakil Express hosted a reception at Islamabad Serena Hotel for the former Maldives
High Commissioner to Pakistan Ahmed Salim and his wife who are visiting Pakistan these days. Those who attended
the reception included High Commissioner of Maldives Farzana Zahir, High Commissioner of Bangladesh Ruhul Alam
Siddique, Ambassador of Vietnam Nguyen Tien Phong, Charge d Affaires of Indian High Commission Dr Suresh,
DHM of Nepal Embassy Mr. Paras, Defence Attache of Maldives Col Idress Badeeu, Dr. Abrar ul Hasnain and Editor
of Daily Islamabad POST/CENTRELINE and DNA News Agency Ansar Mahmood Bhatti. — Photo Shahid Raju )

Students asked
to donate blood
in Ukraine

DNA

KIEV: Students have been asked to do-
nate blood in the wake of ongoing war
in Ukraine. FLOWING IS a letter sent
to all students. “Dear students and staff
of the Academic and Research Medical
Institute! As a result of the aggression
of the Russian Federation, the work of
all structures of the institute is online.
I ask everyone to keep calm, pack an
«anxious» bag and to have the neces-
sary minimum of food. For students of
the institute living in hostels No 4,No
5, temporary shelters in basements are
arranged. I urge both ukrainian and for-
eign students not to leave Sumy before
stabilization of the situation. Sumy is
under the control of the military, police
and territorial defense forces. I invite
everyone who wants to support the
Ukrainian military to donate blood at
the regional blood service center”. This
message was stated by Director of Med-
ical institute Andriy LOBODA.

Pak-Saudia joint
exercise underway

StAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI: The two-week long Pa-
kistan and Kingdom of KS) Joint Exer-

UN chief warns Russian
actions could devastate

Ukraine’s ambassador at the United Nations has told the Security Council
that Russian President Vladimir Putm has “declared war on Ukraine”

Russian president to withdraw
his troops and added: “In the ¢

name of humanity do not 4
allow to start in Europe
what could be the worst
war since the beginning
of the century, with con- §
sequences not only dev-

astating for Ukraine, not
only tragic for the Russian

Federation, but with an im-
pact we cannot even foresee

WEeB DESK

UNITED NATIONS: UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres says
Russia’s attack on Ukraine — as he ap-
pealed for President Vladimir Putin to
stop his troops — was “the saddest mo-
ment” of his five-year tenure. The U.N.
chief opened the emergency Security
Council meeting late Wednesday by ur-
gently appealing to Putin: “In the name
of humanity, bring your troops back to  in relation to the consequenc-
Russia.” But during the meeting, Pu- es for the global econo-
tin announced that he was launching my.” A war would
a “special military operation” in east- cause deaths and
ern Ukraine. Guterres later urged the displacement

PPP leader Qamar Zaman Kaira
praises quality of Islamabad POST
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LALAMUSA: Former Federal Information Minister
and senior PPP leader Qamar Zaman Kaira has appre-
ciated the quality of daily Islamabad POST wishing the
newspaper a success even in the days to come. Qa-
mar Zaman Kaira said it was indeed a challenging job
to bring out a daily newspaper especially during the
pandemic. He appreciated the work of Editor Ansar
Mahmood Bhatti and said it was indeed a matter of
pride for Lalamusa as well because Ansar, the Editor
originally belongs to Lalamusa. Qamar Zaman Kaira
also briefly talked about long march plans and hoped
the movement will do away with what he termed the
despotic rule of the present government, in which peo-
ple had been forced to even take their own lives simply
because they had nothing to eat. He came heavy on the
government for increasing prices of fuel and daily use
items. Kaira said the opposition parties were united in
their struggle against the sitting government.

‘Khojaly genocide 1s a dark
chapter in human history’

STAFF REPORTER

ISLAMABAD: Muslim Institute and
the Azerbaijani Embassy in Islamabad
jointly organized a seminar on “Gen-
ocide and Ethnic Cleansing: A Crime
against Humanity, the 30th Anniver-
sary of the Khojaly genocide”. Among
the speakers were Federal Minister
for Food Security and Research, Syed
Fakhar Imam, Federal Minister for
Economic Affairs Omar Ayub Khan,
Dewan of Junagadh and Chairman
MUSLIM Institute Sahibzada Sultan
Ahmed Ali, Ambassador of Turkey Ih-
san Mustafa Yurdakul, Ambassador of
Azerbaijan Khazar Farhadov and Vice

!\_...

Chancellor, Quaid-e-Azam University
Prof. Dr. Muhammad Ali Shah.

gorno-Karabakh. Despite the Arme-
nian occupation and genocide, the

The conflict between Azerbaijan and Ar-
menia over Nagorno-Karabakh is one of
the most contentious issues of the twen-
tieth century. Armenian nationalists
have been following a policy of ethnic
cleansing of the Azerbaijani people for
the last 200 years. From 1948-to 1953,
around 150,000 Azerbaijanis were de-
ported from Armenia. Similarly, in 1988,
250,000 Azerbaijanis were forced out
from their historical territories thereby
leaving Armenia a mono-ethnic state.

In February 1992, Armenian forces
seized the Azeri-populated town of
Khojaly. Armenian militants start-
ed the massacre of civilians in Na-

people of Azerbaijan remained stead-
fast, and as a result of the 2020 Arme-
nian aggression, war broke out again
and Armenia had to concede defeat
after 44 days of conflict.

The speakers said that Pakistan and
Azerbaijan were two brotherly Islamic
countries which were closely related to
each other in the spirit of Islam. Paki-
stan has always supported the principle
stance of Azerbaijan on Nagorno-Kara-
bakh, that’s why Pakistan has not rec-
ognized Armenia till date. This position
of Pakistan is in fact in line with the
ideas of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah, the founder of Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of Azerbaijan Khazar Farhadov briefs the Energy Minister
Omar Ayub Khan about the Khojaly massacre. — DNA

and people will lose hope in the

» future, Guterres said, add-
ing Russia’s actions would
harm the global economy.
“What is clear for me is
that this war doesn’t make
any sense,” Guterres said,
stressing that it violates
' the U.N. Charter and will
cause a level of suffering if
it doesn’t stop that Europe
hasn’t know since
at least the 1990s
Balkans crisis.

he adds:

In the recent
past, Guterres
says, he never

believed rumors that Russia would in-
vade Ukraine and was “convinced that
nothing serious would happen.” But,
"I was wrong, and I like not
to be wrong again. So if indeed an op-
eration is being prepared I have only
one thing to say from the bottom of my
heart: Stop your troops from attacking
Ukraine. Give peace a chance. Too
many people have already died.”
Ukraine’s ambassador at the United
Nations has told the Security Council
that Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin has “declared war on Ukraine.”
He also pressed his Russian coun-
terpart to state that Russia will not
shell and bomb Ukrainian cities.

cise AL-SAMSAAM-VIII-22 is underway
at National Counter Terrorism Center
(NCTC), Pabbi. The joint exercise was a
series of ongoing bilateral military exer-
cises between the Saudi Forces and Pa-
kistan Army, said an ISPR news release.
The Joint Exercise would focus on coun-
terterrorism operations including cor
don and search, combat patrols and deal-
ing with improvised explosive devices
(IEDs). It provided participating troops
an opportunity to benchmark their re-
spective operational practices and proce-
dures as well as learn from each other’s
experiences. AL-SAMSAAM exercises
are being conducted on biennial basis

‘Order in Monal
case after detailed
judgment of IHC’

ISLAMABAD: The SC said it may issue an
appropriate order in case the Islamabad
high court does not issued detailed judg-
ment in Monal case. The apex court fur-
ther said since the detailed judgment was
not in front of them that is why the court
was not in a position to provide immediate
relief to the applicants, however if there is
no detailed verdict after two weeks then
an order may be passed. - DNA

Mr. President
and Mr. Prime Minister

Who misled you to formulate
the PECA ordinance?

..country has not seen such
oppressive restriction even in
the worst dictatorships. ,,

Supreme Court Bar Association

“ reflective of fascist and
dictatorial regimes

The Sindh High Court Bar Association

All media bodies have
committed to fight this on all
forums. Information ministry is
only interested in sheltering the
government from criticism ’,

Joint Action Committee
(PBA, APNS, CPNE, PFUJ, AEMEND)

undemocratic and will
inevitably be used to
clamp down
on dissenters and critics
of the government. ..

The Human Rights Commission Of Pakistan

But that’s
not all...

Withdraw the recently
promulgated Prevention of
Electronic Crimes (Amendment)
Act ordinance 2022.
b

Serving Minister of IT
Syed Amin ul Hag

E& ThePECA (amendmem%
ordinance will be draconian if it will
come into force as itis. This law will

be regulated for enforcement.

Serving Attorney General of Pakistan (AGP)
Khalid Javed Khan

There should be no
defamation law for public
representatives

Islamabad High Court

Mr. Fawad Chaudhry
Who is responsible for the damage caused to
Prime Minister’s reputation by your PECA Ordinance?
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