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Preferential Trade Agreement signed

Pakistan, Uzbekistan
friends for ever: PM

Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev says bilateral
cooperation will be taken to new horizons

SpEcIAL CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Uzbekistan
have expressed commitment to revive
the traditional cooperative partnership
through improved connectivity.

At a joint press stakeout with Uzbek
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev in Islama-
bad on Thursday, Prime Minister Imran
Khan said it is matter of satisfaction that
trade between the two brotherly coun-
tries increased by 50 percent in last one
year while joint ventures between the
business communities of the two coun-
tries enhanced by 5 percent.

The Prime Minister said we have decid-
ed to resume direct flights between the
two countries that will not only improve
connectivity but will help promote tour-
ism and trade. He said train route with
Uzbekistan will help boosting linkages
with Central Asian States which will also
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan and Uzbek Preident Shavkat Mirziyoyev

shaking hands after signing of agreements. — DNA

KSA hopeful to reach
agreement with Iran

MBS says doesn’t care if Biden misunderstood
him; Saudi Arabia will remain monarchy

Will stop
Ukraine
from joining
NATO

DNA

MOSCOW: Lavrov has said

- Moscow’s
attack on
Ukraine
is aimed,
among oth-
er things, at
ensuring that its neighbour
does not join the NATO
transatlantic military alli-
ance. Lavrov told Russian
state television that the
country’s forces were at-
tacking military targets but
added that the term “col-
lateral damage” has been
in use since military cam-
paigns waged by Washing-
ton and its Western allies
in Iraq and Libya. He added
that Western powers were
aware of Moscow’s con-
cerns and said they would
have to address them at
some point, before refer-
ring to sanctions imposed
on Russia over its invasion
as a “tax on independence”.

Opposition
to fail again

ISLAMABAD: Minister of
State for In-
formation
and Broad-
casting Far-
rukh Habib

. on Thursday
said that Opposition par-
ty leaders would fail again
in bringing no-confidence
move against the ruling
party of Pakistan Tehreek
e Insaf (PTI). The PTI gov-
ernment would complete its
five years tenure as all the
coalition partners were sup-
porting the prime minister,
he said while talking to a
private television channel.
The Opposition leaders had
been unsuccessful in the
long march and they would
again face disappointment,
he stated. The Pakistan
Peoples Party and Pakistan
Muslim League-N, he said
were trying to save the
corruption money through
no-confidence move and the
long march. “We have no
worries about the no-confi-
dence movement,” he said.
The people would not sup-
port the Opposition par-
ties because the leaders
of PPP and PML-N, were
struggling to protect them-
selves from the corruption
cases, he added.

CENTRELINE REPORT

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia intends to contin-
ue “detailed talks” with P

Iran in order to reach a |
satisfactory agreement |3}
for both, Crown Prince
Mohammed Bin Salman
said, while stressing the
need for a strong nucle- FEE )
ar deal between Tehran and world pow-
ers at talks in Vienna.

He said in remarks to The Atlantic car-
ried by Saudi state media on Thursday
that direct talks with Iran would enable
reaching “a good situation and mark
a bright future” for the region’s Sunni
Muslim and Shi’ite powers, which have
been locked in a rivalry playing out in

Continued on Page 06

Pak signs 2
agreements with
Saudi Fund

SHusaaTr Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has signed two
agreements with the Saudi Fund for
Development amounting to 846 million
dollars under the G-20 Debt Service
Suspension Initiative Framework.
Ambassador of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia to Pakistan Nawaf bin Saeed
Al-Malkiy witnessed the signing cere-
mony held in Islamabad (Thursday).
Director General for Asia Saud Ayid
R. Alshammari represented the SFD

Continued on Page 06

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for national food security and
research, Syed Fakhar Imam presenting a souvenir to Ambassador
of France, Nicolas Galey. — DNA

FM, EU top
diplomat
discuss
Ukraine
situation

The two sides
also focused on
the Emergency

Session of the

UNGA

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmood Qureshi and Josep
Borell, Vice President of the Euro-
pean Commission and High Repre-
sentative of the European Union
for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy in a telephonic conversation
discussed the current situation in
Ukraine. The two sides also fo-
cused on the Emergency Session
of the United Nations General As-
sembly, the Foreign Office said.
The foreign minister recalled that
prime minister Imran Khan had
regretted the latest situation be-
tween Russia and Ukraine, and had
shared Pakistan’s hope that diplo-
macy could avert military conflict.
Underscoring the adverse effects
of conflict on developing countries,
he mentioned that the prime min-
ister had been stressing the impor-
tance of diplomatic solution.
Expressing deep concern at the
recent turn of events, the foreign
minister apprised the EU High

Continued on Page 06

Russia takes control of key
Ukraine city of Kherson

Putin calls meeting of Russian Security Council

NEws DESK

KYIV: Russian troops have seized
Kherson, the first major Ukrainian
city to fall in a devastating week-old
war that has already created one mil-
lion refugees. The capture of the Black
Sea city of 290,000 people, which just
last year hosted Nato-supported war
games, appeared a significant boost
for Moscow as it readied for potential
ceasefire talks on Thursday.

Russian “occupiers” were in “all
parts” of Kherson, Ukrainian region-
al official Gennady Lakhuta conced-
ed late on Wednesday. After a three-

EU ministers
meet on
refugees

BRUSSELS: The European Union’s
interior ministers met Thursday to
discuss a scheme offering protec-
tion to refugees fleeing the Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine.

As of Thursday, over 1 million peo-
ple have fled Ukraine into neigh-
boring countries, according to the

Continued on Page 06

day siege that left Kherson short of
food and medicine, and struggling to
collect and bury its dead, the town’s
mayor also announced he was in
talks with “armed guests.”

He had “made no promises” to the
invading forces, but agreed to a night
curfew and restrictions on car traffic.
“So far so good. The flag flying above
us is Ukrainian. And for it to stay that
way, these requirements must be
met,” he said in a Facebook post.
Stalled elsewhere, Russia continues
to make significant advances on the
southern front, with troops breaking

Continued on Page 06

Bilawal gives
PM five days
to step down

Says that the mission of
Benazir Bhutto will be
continued and fulfilled

STAFF REPORT

BAHAWALPUR: Chairman Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party (PPP) Bi-
lawal Bhutto Zardari
gave Prime Minister
(PM) Imran Khan an
ultimatum of five days
to resign from office
and dissolve assembly.
Addressing the pub-
lic in Bahawalpur on Thursday, the PPP
Chairman said that people want to get rid
of PM Imran Khan. He added that the mis-
sion of Benazir Bhutto will be continued
and fulfilled. We will solve the problems of
the people by forming a people s govern-
ment. Allies should not side with puppets,
we will hold transparent elections this
year. Bahawalpur has proved that the pub-
lic does not hold confidence in the Prime
Minister. All parties should support PPP
in the no-confidence motion.

Bilawal went on to say that if the public of
the country is at the side of PPP, we are
not afraid of anything. The youth wanders
astray after holding degrees. PM Khan
used to say that if the price of petrol and
electricity rises, it means the PM is thief.
The PM has broken the record of past
three years in corruption.

Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP) Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on Thursday has
told that no-confidence motion is the only
democratic way to send Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) government packing.

In a statement, the PPP chairman said
that limited time setup will come after
Prime Minister (PM) Imran Khan. Giving
vote to Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) President Shehbaz Sharif for
the premiership post will be difficult task
for PPP, he added.

Bilawal Bhutto said that Pakistan Muslim
League-Quaid (PML-Q) will not vote for
no-confidence motion until they are provid-
ed with some solid offer.

Opposition
claims support
of 38 govt
members

Kuayam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) on Thursday claimed
that 38 government members would
support the no-confidence motion
against Prime Minister Imran Khan.
According to sources, the list of 38
government members of the assembly
was sent to former prime minister and
PML-N supremo Nawaz Sharif. The
PML-N has also assured 10 parliamen-
tarians of giving party tickets in the
next elections. A senior leader of the
PML-N claimed that 16 members of the
National Assembly were with him.

The senior PML-N leader also claimed
that the PML-N has divided the like-mind-
ed members of the government in three
phases. Earlier, opposition parties had
finalized the draft of no-confidence mo-
tion which had been signed by the over
80 Members of the National Assembly
(MNAs). According to sources, law-
makers belonging to Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N), Pakistan Peo-
ples Party (PPP), Awami National Party
(ANP), Balochistan National Party-Men-
gal (BNP-M) and others have signed the
motion. As per draft, the country is in a
state of economic crisis and there is no
road map to get the country out of this.
There is also political instability and
uncertainty in the country and govern-
ment has also failed at foreign policy
front. The draft states that the Leader
of the House has lost the confidence of
the majority of the members.
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Targetof 9
lakh trees’
plantation
will be
achieved

Yoosur BHUuTTA

GUJRAT: Deputy Com-
missioner Dr. Khurram
Shehzad said that a target
has been set to plant more
than 1.3 million saplings in
the district during spring
tree plantation. Twenty
Miyawaki forests will be
planted while trees along
the both sides of 100 kilo-
meters of highways will
also be planted.

He expressed these views
during a meeting on tree
plantation campaign here
Thursday. District For-
est Officer Mr. Rashid
Chatha, Deputy Director
Local Government Mr.
Mahmood Igbal Gondal,
Secretary Road Transport
Authority Miss Agsa Riaz
were also present on the
occasion.

DC Dr. Khurram Shehzad
said that 538,000 saplings
would be planted on 360
acres of forest land, 100
acres in Garhi Bahu, 110
acres in Handa and 140
acres in Dhol.

He further said that trees
will also be planted along
the avenues of Shahbazpur
road, Small Industrial Es-
tate road, Sargodha road
and in the median.

Deputy Commissioner
Dr. Khurram Shehzad
said that 538,000 saplings
would be planted on 360
acres of forest land, 100
acres in Garhi Bahu, 110
acres in Handa and 140
acres in Dhol.

He further said that trees
will also be planted along
the avenues and in the me-
dian of Shahbazpur road,
Small Industrial Estate
road, and Sargodha road.
The Deputy Commissioner
directed the Forest Depart-
ment to select the places
along under-construction
parts of GT Road and other
areas for Miyawaki forests.
“Free plants will be provid-
ed to the Department of
Education and the Depart-
ment of Health”, he added.
DC continued that plants
would also be provided to
farmers at low prices for
tree plantation in villages.
The Deputy Commission-
er said that during the
tree plantation campaign,
250,000 plants will be
planted in Gujrat Tehsil,
150,000 in Kharian Tehsil
and 100,000 in Sarai Alam-
gir Tehsil.

He concluded, “Work hard,
take special care of your
plants and irrigation.”

Women day
celebrations
at Darul
Aman

Dr. Shahzana
imtiaz was the
chief guest

KaMRAN GUIJAR

JHELUM: World wom-
en’s day celebrations
started at shelter home
Darul Aman Jhelum. In
which the department
of social welfare and the
main social and political
figures of the area partic-
ipated.

In this event advocate
committee, Darul Aman,
Dr. Shahzana imtiaz was
the chief guest. She was
accompanied by all mem-
bers and other women.
On this occasion, deputy
director social welfare
department, Jhelum Wa-
jid Hussain Chaudhry
and all other officers at-
tended the ceremony.
The superintendent ad-
dressed the audience
on the occasion. “Inter-
national women’s day is
intended not for indecen-
cy but to recognize their
rights. Our master proph-
et Muhammad (PBUH)
declared Prophet hood,
so the first one who
brought Islam and sup-
ported you was his wife.
They established exam-
ples of love and high ca-
pacity. Our master Haz-
rat Muhammad (peace
and blessings of Allaah
be upon him) ended the
ritual of raising girls alive
in the early period of Is-
lam and gave women the
balance of rights and du-
ties. Deputy Director so-
cial welfare department
Wajid Hussain addressed
the audience and said: it
is not bad to celebrate
women’s world day.

ISLAMABAD: President of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev inspecting Guard of H
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SCCI hails KP govt initiatives
toward promotion of tourism

The SCCI chief commented that it is unfortunate that, as KP recovered from the
consequences of terrorism, the onset of the COVID pandemic stalled tourist activity again

OUur CORRESPONDENT

PESHAWAR: President, Sarhad
Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
tries, Hasnain Khurshid Ahmad
praised the provincial govern-
ment’s efforts toward uplift of the
tourism sector, which is contrib-
uting enormously in the develop-
ment of the national economy.

He noted KP is highly famous re-
garding scenic tourist attractions
sites, particularly historic/ancient
archaeological areas, through
which religious tourism is being
promoted in Pakistan, he noted.
Mr Khurshid was addressing a
consultative session on Trans-
forming the Tourism Industry in
KP, jointly orgnaised by organised

Energy and Economic Develop-
ment (SEED) programme in joint
collaboration with Sarhad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
(SCCI), provincial government
and relevant stakeholders here at
the local hotel.

The session was aimed at engag-
ing in a productive discussion
on transforming the tourism in-
dustry in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
The participants agreed that the
tourism industry in Pakistan has
a massive potential, which is
barely being utilized today. Par-
ticularly in KP, the geography of
the province makes it an attrac-
tive tourist destination.
Provincial Minister for Informa-
tion Technology and Food, Atif
Khan was chief guest during the

ism Amer Sultan Tareen, SEED
Team Leader Dr Omer Mukhtiar
Khan, representatives, members
business community, government
high-officials were present during
the consultative seminar.

The SCCI chief commented that
it is unfortunate that, as KP re-
covered from the consequences of
terrorism, the onset of the COVID
pandemic stalled tourist activity
again. While the government has
significantly improved the infra-
structure in recent years, further
assistance is needed from the gov-
ernment in developing the coun-
try’s railway system. He assured
that the private sector, facilitated
by the chambers, will play its part
in promoting tourism, both locally
and globally

sion, “There are large untapped
markets for tourism in KP which
can produce huge dividends for
the federal and provincial govern-
ments and the private sector.

Our focus should be on recrea-
tional activities, to attract more
tourists and generate higher rates
of return for the investors and gov-
ernment, making tourism a holis-
tic and memorable experience for
the tourist, the minister stressed.
On this note, the Secretary Tour-
ism, Mr. Amer Sultan Tareen also
apprised the participants of the
recent changes in the legal frame-
work, including the Tourism and
PPP Acts, which provide a friendly
mechanism for the private sector
stakeholders to bring forth their
proposals to the government for

partnerships.

He urged all participants to work
together with the government in
identifying the implementation
and infrastructure gaps and jointly
develop viable solutions for these.
SEED Team Leader, Dr. Omar
Mukhtar Khan thanked all partici-
pants and government officials for
participating in the session from
all sectors of the industry and
from across KP.

Stressing the importance of this
industry, he mentioned, “tourism
is a comparative advantage for
KP and its god-gifted resource.
SEED will facilitate the industry
by ensuring all the challenges
highlighted today are brought to
the government’s attention and
liaison between the private sector

by the FCDO-funded Sustainable

session,

while secretary tour-

Atif Khan, remarked on the occa-

mutually beneficial public-private

and the provincial government.”

TUF organizes seminar
on prevention of drugs

IsuraQ MuGHAL

FAISALABAD: The University of
Faisalabad (TUF) has been already
declared as smoke and drug free In-
stitution, three years ago by the Drug
Advisory Training Hub (DATH), a
non-government organization working

on abuse of drugs.

In this context, Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) was renewed be-
tween both the institutions witnessed
Commissioner
Faisalabad division and Mr Muham-
mad Haider Amin, Chairman Board of
Governors TUF. Syed Zulfiqgar Hus-
sain Consultant Anti Drug/Narcotics,
Chairman DATH and Ms Zahida Mag-
bool, Additional Registrar, TUF signed
the agreement. The agreement was re-
newed with aim to restrain youngsters
from the consumption of drugs which
is increasing at an alarming pace.

On this occasion an awareness semi-
nar on “Drug abuse prevention among
youth” was also organized in Mukhtar
Auditorium of the University. Mr
Imran Baloch, Director Focus Reha-
bilitation, Syed Mohsin, Coordinator
Education Program (DATH), Heads

by Zahid Hussain,

of Departments, faculty members and
large number of students attended the
seminar. Addressing the audience Za-
hid Hussain, Commissioner said that
that new trends of drug addiction are
increasing among the youth particular-
ly students which is an alarming situ-
ation. He said that the government is
fully aware of the gravity of the prob-
lem and we are making all efforts to
control drug menace in the society.
Commissioner also appreciated the
efforts of the University Management
under the auspices of Madinah Foun-
dation in health and education sector.
Mr Muhammad Haider Amin in his ad-
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dress stressed the need for collective
efforts aimed at creating awareness of
the harmful effects of drugs use among
the youth. TUF with collaboration of
its affiliated Madinah Teaching Hospi-
tal is already taking measures for the
rehabilitation of drug addicts, he added.
Syed Zulfigar Hussain highlighted the
issue of drug usage among students.
He said that a comprehensive planning
should be introduced about use of drugs
in educational institutions because our
youth is our future in the country. Mr
Zahid Hussain also planted as sapling
in the University and launched spring
plantation drive of TUF.

Muslim hanc]s
organizes seminar

STAFF REPORT

WAZIRABAD: Minister
for Religious Affairs of
AJK, Hafiz Hamid Raza
addressed a seminar at
Muslims Hands Education-
al Complex Sohdra. It was
conducted to pay tribute
to Peer Bashir Ahmed who
had been an activist and re-
mained at the forefront of
leading Tehreek Pakistan
Movement.

While addressing to a cer-
emony of gratitude where
the government not only
recognized the services of
Peer Syed Ahmed Khurshid
but also awarded him with
the gold medal against his
services.

Hafiz Hamid Raza highlights
the multiple roles of his per-
sonality. Peer Syed Ahmed
Khurshid was an active
member of Freedom Move-
ment of Kashmir. While ad-
dressing a large number of
people, he shed light on the
services rendered by Peer
Syed Ahmed Khurshid.
Hafiz Hamid Raza said

ISLAMABAD: British Coun-
cil Chief Executive Officer,
Scott McDonald hosted a
launch event for the Paki-
stan/UK: New Perspectives
programme in Islamabad
today, to mark the 75th
anniversary of Pakistan.
Artists, cultural, education
and business leaders were
among those who attend-
ed. This Pakistan/UK: New
Perspectives  programme
recognises the deep cultur-
al ties between Pakistan and
the UK and focus on bridg-
ing relationships between
the emerging generation of
artists and young leaders of
both countries and explor-
ing contemporary cultural
identities and artistic ex-
pressions with established
artists and changemakers.

Running from March to Au-

| gust 2022, the programme

has diverse activities and
initiatives planned in Paki-
stan and the UK, in close
collaboration with artists
and institutions from both
countries. This includes in-
itiatives like the ‘Infinity:
what is seen, what is not’ by
Osman Yousefzada, which is
creating a symbolic bridge
between both countries; and
the New Perspectives Open
Call earlier this year which
awarded grants to artists and
organisations working togeth-
er on creative projects. Also
announced under the pro-
gramme is the Scholarship
for English Language Teach-
er in Pakistan, which offers
the six scholarships for Eng-
lish language teachers from
government schools to at-
tend face-to-face and distance
learning programmes from
select universities in the

Pl e §

UK. All these initiatives aim
to showcase both countries’
cultural wealth and contem-
porary identity and creativity,
facilitate professional collabo-
ration and engagement for
arts and education sectors,
and inspire conversations
that build a shared future for
younger generations.

A full list of initiatives under
Pakistan/UK New Perspec-
tives is available on the Brit-

ish Council website.

At the launch, Scott Mc-
Donald, CEO of the British
Council said:

“I'm very pleased to be
here to launch Pakistan/
UK New Perspectives and
I look forward to the excit-
ing programme line-up over
the next few months. The
British Council has always
aimed to reinforce strong
people-to-people  connec-
tions, and I am delighted to
be here in Pakistan to see
the incredible work we’re
doing with people and in-
stitutions in Pakistan in
education, arts and culture,
English and more. Many
congratulations Pakistan on
its 75th anniversary - with
so much talent and poten-
tial the future of Pakistan
looks very bright.”
Speaking at the event, Mari-

ya Afzal, Director Pakistan/
UK: New Perspectives said:
“Through  collaborations,
the PK-UK Season will be
delivering 14 large scale
programmes which includes
over 20 sub-projects and
several activities engaging
27 PK partners and 28 UK
partners, spread across all
4 Pakistan provinces and 4
nations of the UK, reach-
ing millions across both
countries. Programming in-
cludes innovative interven-
tions that address key global
challenges such as climate,
and women’s empowerment
and inclusivity through the
arts, culture and education
sectors. The Season will be
a platform for both Pakistan
and UK creative sectors,
and inventiveness that our
partners will apply in a wide
variety of sectors.”

“Peer Syed Ahmed Khurs-
hid devoted his whole life
for the welfare of the hu-
manity.

His main objective was to
follow the teachings of the
saints of ALLAH.

His descendants’ mission
is also to alleviate the suf-
ferings of humanity. Such
are the blessed people
who have been given guid-
ance from their Lord.
They always remain alive
in the hearts of the people.
The virtuous personalities
like these, reform the lives
of other people. They also
serve as role model to en-
liven people’s faith.

Their lives serve as learn-
ing hub for all of us in the
moral and social aspects of
life.”

More than 2
lakh children
vaccinated for

polio, EDO

health

STAFF REPORT

GUJRAT: Chief Executive
Officer Health has disclosed
that more than two lakh
children were vaccinated
against polio during the first
two days of Anti-polio drive
in Gujrat district. This was
disclosed by the CEO Health
Dr. Naeem Akhtar Janjua in
a meeting held under the
chair of Deputy Commis-
sioner Gujrat Dr. Khurram
Shehzad here Tuesday.

He maintained that the
health department staff will
meet their target within the
current drive without any
difficulty.

PESCO
notifies
power
suspension

DNA

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar
Electric Supply Company
(PESCO) on Thursday noti-
fied that due to maintenance
work power supply will re-
main suspended from132
KV Jamrud Grid Station on
5th, 7th, 9th, 12th and 14th
March From 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. resultantly consumers
of 11 KV Hayatabad 2 feed-
ers will face inconvenience.
It said the power supply will
also remain suspended from
132 KV Jamrud Grid Sta-
tion on 5th, 12th and19th
March From 9a.m. to 3 p.m.
resultantly consumers of 11
KV Shaukat Khanum, North
West, RMI, PIDC, Mo-
hmand Steel, Northern Bot-
tling, Express1,2,3,4, Kacha
Ghari, Karkhanoo feeders
will face inconvenience.
The power supply will remain
suspended from 132 KV Pe-
shawar University Grid Sta-
tion on 5th, 7th, 9th, 12th and
14th March From 9 a.m. to 3
p-m. due to which consumers
of 11 KV University Campus,
Canal Town, Malakandher,
Engineering, Regi, Taj Abad,
Gulabad, Agriculture, Old
Hayatabad, Ring Road, Dan-
ish Abad, Gharib Abad, Rahat
Abad, CMB, Abdara, Achini
1,2, Rahat Abad, 1,2, Sufaid
Dheri, Old Bara Road, Acad-
emy Town, Circular Road,
DHA feeders will face incon-
venience.

The power supply will re-
main suspended from 132
KV Hayatabad Phase 7 Grid
Station on 5th, 12th, 19th
March From 9 am. to 3
p.m. resultantly consum-
ers of 11 KV Hayatabad
6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,
Hayatabad Surgical, Shaukat
Khanum, Deans Heights,
feeders will face inconven-
ience. The power supply
will also remain suspended
from 132 KV Pesco Colony
Grid Station on 5th, 7th and
10th March From 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. resultantly consumers
of 11 KV Warsak 2, Warsak
Road, Express, Shahi Bagh
Express, ICF 2 feeders will
face inconvenience.

The power supply will re-
main suspended from 132
KV Sakhi Chashma Grid
Station on  5th,7th,10th
March From 9 a.m.to 3 p.m.
resultantly consumers of 11
KV Pir Bala, Nishat 1,2, Be-
nazeer Women University,
Industrial, Pajagail,2, Ka-
niza, Chagharmati feeders
will face inconvenience.
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National Days and T
Armed Forces Days !

FEBRURAY
Feb 04/ Sri Lanka
National Day

Feb 06/ N. Zealand
National Day

Feb 06/ Uganda
Army Day
Feb 11/ Iran

Revolution day

Feb 16/ DPR Korea
National Day

Feb 16/ Lithuania
National Day

Feb 18/ Gambia
National Day

Feb 19/ Nepal
Democracy Day

Feb 23/ Uzbekistan
National Day

Feb 23/ Brunei
National Day

Feb 23/ Guyana
National Day

Feb 23/ Russia
National Army Day

Feb 23/ Tajikistan
Armed Forces Day

Feb 25/Kuwait
National Day

Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 0334-5421812

Airlines

Turkish Airlines

Emergency
Rescue (Police) 15

Bomb Disposal.................

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi......... 9270601-20

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIA Cargo............... 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
9281092

Hospitals
CMH.....cooovvvirerans 5611111
MH....oovovivirenienieane 561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....cccovvervennene. 5556311-4
RGH....covevveveene 9290301-7
Holy Family......... 9290322-7
PIMS......ccouenueee. 9261170-79

Polyclinic 9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

i e k|
Departments
CDA....ccvevvee. 9221334-43
CDA.....coveeenee. 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6

5555864

....................... 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Islamabad

Metropolitan

Corporation........... 9209224

Potohar Town.........9209224

RawalTown............. 5773343

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

ISLAMABAD: RCCI Premdent is presenting a souvenir to Chalrman Railways Hablb ur Rehman — DNA
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President ICCI appointed
as Hon. Business Advisor

Kashmala Khan said that President ICCI as Honorary Business Advisor
would advise FOSPAH on matters to curb harassment in the Chambers
all over Pakistan for better protection of women at workplaces

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Muhammad
Shakeel Munir, President,
Islamabad  Chamber  of
Commerce & Industry has
been appointed as Honorary
Business Advisor in Federal
Ombudsman Secretariat for
Protection against Harass-
ment of Women at Work-
place (FOSPAH), Islamabad.
Kashmala Khan, Federal
Ombudsman, FOSPAH invit-
ed President ICCI and pre-
sented him the letter of his
appointment during a cere-
mony. Muhammad Faheem
Khan Vice President ICCI,
Khalid Igbal Malik Chair-
man Founder Group, Mian
Akram Farid, Tariq Sadiq,
Zafar Bakhtawari & Baser
Daud former Presidents
ICCI, Malik Sohail Hussain,
Ms. Nasira Ali, Ms. Neelam
Khalid Chaudhry, Ms. Zehra
Villiani and others were also
present at the occasion.

Speaking at the occasion,
Kashmala Khan said that
President ICCI as Honor-
ary Business Advisor would
advise FOSPAH on matters
to curb harassment in the
Chambers all over Pakistan
for better protection of
women at workplaces. She
said that he would also act
as a bridge between FOS-
PAH and the private sector
for the economic empower-
ment of women by ensuring

them a safer and secure
working environment. She
said that the protection of
women at workplaces would
increase their confidence as
well as improve the produc-
tivity of the organizations.
She urged that all organi-
zations should ensure safe
workplaces for women to
capitalize on their true po-
tential for national produc-
tivity. She said that it was
mandatory for all public and

private sector organizations
to form a three-member
Committee to deal with
harassment cases and cau-
tioned that non-compliant
organizations would face
fines. She hoped that as
Honorary Business Advisor,
President ICCI would add
value to the initiatives of
FOSPAH for enhanced pro-
tection of women at work-
places in the private sector.
Muhammad Shakeel Mu-
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nir, President, Islamabad
Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (ICCI) thanked
Kashmala Khan, Federal
Ombudsman for Protection
against Harassment for ap-
pointing him as Honorary
Business Advisor in FOS-
PAH and assured her that
he would work closely with
the with private sector to
ensure safer workplaces
for women in industrial and
commercial establishments.

He said that women were
almost half of our total pop-
ulation, but only 25 percent
were in the workforce due
to which the country could
not realize its full economic
potential. He stressed that
the government should
take strong policy meas-
ures to bring more women
into working life so that
they could play their due
role in the economic devel-
opment of the country.

Consultation imperative
for competitive electricity
market: Experts

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Implementa-
tion of Competitive Trading
Bilateral Contracts Market
(CTBCM) model in Pakistan
would provide transparency,
predictability, accountabili-
ty, and a level playing field
by creating competition
between multiple buyers
and sellers in the energy
sector of Pakistan. The
experts said this during a
special meeting ‘Examining
the future direction of elec-
tricity market in Pakistan:
The case of Competitive
Trading Bilateral Contracts
Market (CTBCM),” held by

Sustainable Development
Policy Institute (SDPI). De-
livering his keynote speech,
Dr Fiaz Ahmad Chaudhry,
Werner-Von-Siemens Chair,
LUMS Energy Institute
(LE]), informed the partic-
ipants about the design of
CTBCM model for Pakistan
and how relevant stakehold-
ers contributed to its im-
plementation. He said the
objectives of introducing
wholesale electricity mar-
ket in Pakistan is to improve
the conditions for attracting
investments based on credit
covers provided by partic-
ipants and to move away
from sovereign guarantees.
Mr Imtiaz Hussain Baloch,

Director General, Licensing
Department, National Elec-
tric Power Regulatory Au-
thority (NEPRA) highlighted
that through introduction of
CTBCM, Pakistan has intro-
duced a framework for mar-
ket reforms in the country.
Starting from a very concen-
trated market of certain bulk
power consumers, Pakistan
will have a market and broad
guidelines based on which
it can evolve, he added. Dr
Vagar Ahmed, Joint Execu-
tive Director, SDPI, assert-
ed that implementation of
competitive markets would
continue to require in-depth
consultations between rele-
vant stakeholders.

Bids for
development
in Sector
E-12/4 opened

ISLAMABAD: The manage-
ment of the Capital Devel
opment Authority is paying
special attention to the con-
struction and development
of the city, particularly the
sector development. In this
regard, the bids received for
the development works of Sec-
tor E-12/4 have been opened.
According to the details, 5 dif-
ferent companies participated
in the bidding for the develop-
ment works of Sector E-12/4.
The NIT of this project was
Rs. 289.805 million. In this re-
gard, the lowest bid received
was only Rs. 289.805 million.
The development works in
Sector E-12/4 under this
project include drainage sys-
tem, water supply, and other
development works. - APP

AIOU inks MoU
with Ibne Khaldoun
University Turkey

ISLAMABAD: Allama Igbal Open University (AIOU) has
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Ibne
Khaldoun University, Turkey to collaborate for higher edu-
cation and promote research culture at both the universities.
Under this agreement, AIOU has achieved another signifi-
cant milestone of its international collaborations and linkages
program. According to the MoU, both the universities will
initiate joint projects to collaborate academically to offer new
educational programs in various disciplines as well as seek
benefits from their mutual experiences and specialized ex-
pertise to enhance not only the quality of education but also
to promote and strengthen research practices and culture
at both the universities. Furthermore, it will also open new
opportunities for faculty and students exchange programs.

Prof Dr Zia ul Qayyum, VC, AIOU and Prof Dr Atilla Ar-
kan, President, Ibne Khaldoun University, Turkey signed
the MoU in the presence of AIOU delegation and faculty
members of the host university. Dr Zahid Majeed, Direc-
tor, International Collaboration and Exchange Program
briefed the participants of the MoU signing ceremony
about AIOU’s digitalization as well as expansion of its ed-
ucational network to the international students. - DNA

PML-Q
satisfied
with govt:
Minister

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Housing and Works
Tariq Bashir Cheema on
Thursday said being an allay
of the federal government it
was evident that our party
was standing with the gov-
ernment as per its party
policy and hoped to stand
with till completion of the
constitutional tenure.

“We were satisfied with the
government and have been
partner from past three and
a half year”, he said while
talking to a private news
channel. He said the op-
position parties were also
confused regarding ‘no con-
fidence motion’ against the
government. He said the
prime focus was redressal
of grievances o f people,
adding, the housing minis-
try was playing its role with
responsibility and commit-
ted to facilitate masses.

NPO seeks
proposals,
ideas on
productivity

ISLAMABAD: The National
Productivity ~ Organization
(NPO) is organizing a com-
petition to get ideas, propos-
als and solutions to promote
productivity in the country.
The NPO is initiating Pa-
kistan’s first productivity
movement through Public
Sector Development Pro-
gram (PSDP) project titled
“Improving Competitiveness
through Sustainable Nation-
al Productivity (SNP)”, said
NPO document.

SNP key activities includes
launch of productivity move-
ment and portal, aware-
ness session, essay/article
competition, curriculum
activities, online cours-
es, productivity walk and
competitions, national and
international conferences,
celebration of productivity
week and awareness cam-
paign through documenta-
ries, print and social media.
The NPO specifically asked
students, teachers, research-
ers from academia and in-
dustrial workers to partici-
pate in the competition. The
participant also required to
submit form by March 15,
2022 and the top three win-
ners would also receive the
prize money of Rs40,000,
Rs25000 and Rs15000 re-
spectively. - APP

Gill terms
money
launderers
as real
impersonators

ISLAMABAD: Special As-
sistant to Prime Minister
for Political Communica-
tion, Dr Shahbaz Gill has
said that money launderers
who through fake accounts
have taken the country’s
money outside were the
real impersonators. Re-
sponding to a statement
of PML-N leader Maryam
Aurangzeb, he termed the
PML-N leadership who
have fled abroad on the ba-
sis of medical grounds as
Oscar winners.

“The nation has not forgot-
ten the magician who had
a photo shoot wearing long
boots. Fugitives and thieves
have no place here. - APP

short story: Vengeance and Crime (1)

the gallows were located. She was taken

the first few days roaming around, min-

it?” You could see by the weariness in the

The winter months of the Baltic city

M.ABDUR-REHMAN

T wasn’t really a pleasant afternoon
in the women’s section of Kaunas

prison. Every prisoner wished to
spend her time by and by, just to get by.
One was Karolina Rolandas, who was
sentenced to death for killing 17 men.
For the nature of her crimes she stood
out from the rest and had to endure the
harsh treatment and degrading slurs, on
regular basis. She desperately needed
someone to take care of her baby-boy,
Lukas. Having the alarming traits of a
“psychopath” since thebeginning, com-
bined with her lover leaving her preg-
nant with Lukas at the age of 20, led
her to kill all those men. There she was!
Inevitably bearing her fate behind bars,
waiting for death. Within the time frame
of a few days, she somehow managed to
talk to one of the guards, who guarded
the waiting area. He had her meet the
Grazvydas; a middle-aged, infertile cou-
ple who ran an orphanage.
It was THE day, Waking up she went
through shower and nourishment.
It was an exact five-minute walk from
that part of the prison to the place where

with several other death row prisoners.
When asked for her final words, she said
nothing and gave a diabolical grin. With-
in a few seconds she hung by the rope, as
life choked out of her. It was a horrifying
spectacle, but was soon over.

Lukas was now, in his late teens. A good
boy raised my Mr. and Mrs. Grazvydas. He
was provided with a good life, having his
initial training at the orphanage and being
welcomed into their house, by the age of
6. He was aware of his background, but
never let it defy his life. Grazvydas were
the only parents he had ever known, they
loved him.He would study throughout the
day; spend time with his family and his
childhood-sweetheart, and go out once
in a while. Solely focused on becoming a
lawyer, he worked hard and considered
spending some time at the Saint Peters-
burg (state) University’s law faculty. He
had never left his hometown, moreover he
was keen on doing so,for he was constant-
ly upbraided and ostracized by the society
because of his disturbing background. It
was difficult to persuade his caring and
possessive parents but he was successful,
and within no time he left for Russia.
Upon reaching, St. Petersburg, he spent

gling with the common people and vis-
iting the palaces of aristocracy and oth-
er monuments (and places). He met a
mad-man who gave him a broken watch
and said, “bad times are on their way”.
Though the watch worked perfectly fine.
Lukas took the watch out of courtesy
and contemplated abouthis comments,
at night. However he let it go.

He settled and continued his education.
He would meet people from all walks of
life, in the university. He had some of the
best professors and teachers. He worked
hard, paid great attention during the lec-
tures, indulged in debates, and spent
most of his spare time at the library.

A professor by the name of Mikhael,
helped him during his stay. Over time he
grew fond of this experienced man who
spent 30 years in law practice, but had to
give it up because of the loose-control and
corruption. Now as a professor he teaches
and inspires his students with his astound-
ing; knowledge, skills and experience. One
evening, as Lukas sat by his side at the li-
brary. He came up with a question, ‘who
or what is responsible for the provision of
justice for the loved ones of a murdered
victim, if the legal system fails to provide

eyes of Mr. Mikhael. He spent almost half
of his life figuring this out. However, he
still went on to giving an answer. “That’s
a great question, Lukas. The law is the
guarantee to maintaining the functionality
of a society, supporting public opinion, and
giving the right sanctions. In other words
it provides justice, or at least that’s how it
should be. If it fails, one should not resort
to taking the law in his/her own hands, as
it would be an opportunity for people to
bring about anarchy. That can’t be the solu-
tion. And patience does not always work.
Then what does? What if the entire system
is rigged? I'm, afraid I would have to leave
you half-way Lukas. You have to seek the
answer to it yourself once you progress
through your career, to be.”

Lukas was on his way back to the resi-
dence when he came across a man who
seemingly knew him from, Kaunas (Lith-
uania). He thought he had left everyone
behind, but according to this gentleman,
he was in St. Petersburg on his fur-trade
business, and was his friend David’s fa-
ther, from school. Lukas, did not want to
talk to him but had to play along. He bid
a farewell and flew away from the conver-
sation as soon as possible.

were relentless; therefore Lukas took-
some of his precious time out and went
to see his family for a few days. It was an
emotional reunion. He met with Natalia
and discussed on shifting to Vilnius once
he completes his education. She was
happy as long as he was.

He eagerly wanted to go back, given that
within 2 days of his arrival he went in
trouble. A young man beat him up out of
jealousy. Both the boys had lived in the
orphanage and like many others he nev-
er had the opportunity of being adopted,
like Lukas had. The Grazvydas thought of
Lukas, special because of his background
and adopted him. The boy grew up to be
a low-life, living off the streets. Secondly,
while crossing through the “wrong” part
of the town, he was given some really nice
words to hear about his “ serialkiller” moth-
er. It was not the first time; he had to go
through this. He would ignore, and never
retaliate. He was better than this. He went
back to St. Petersburg, grieving through the
cold and isolated train journey. Oncethere,
all he wanted to do was let the bygones
be bygones, and get back to his routine.

To be continued
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ISLAMABAD: Microsoft
on Thursday signed an Ed-
ucational Transformation
Agreement (ETA) with
two major departments of
the government of Sindh,
the School Education
and Literacy Department
(SELD) and Sindh Educa-
tion Foundation (SEF).
The agreement is based
on Microsoft Educational
Transformation Framework
(ETF) under which Micro-
soft is committed to make
digital transformation of the
educational sector more suc-
cessful and organized, said
a news release. The aim of
this alliance is to strengthen
the education sector across
Sindh by unleashing the po-
tential of Information Com-
munication Technologies
(ICT) at every level.

Under this agreement, Mi-
crosoft will conduct several
workshops, training ses-
sions, webinars and other
joint activities in Sindh
involving the key stake-
holders. The first step of
collaboration is to work with
leadership of the Sindh edu-
cation to discuss and devel-
op tailor-made digital trans-
formation strategies.

In this context, a number of
change management work-
shops with the leadership
will be conducted to help
smoothen out the digitiza-
tion process in the Sindh
education sector. The Mi-
crosoft specialists are also
committed to train the Sindh
Government in designing,
planning, and implementing
cloud solutions through its
cloud certification programs
and producing MIE Master
trainers who will impart
technology learning on the
behalf of Microsoft. - APP

MoST, PM
Office sign
performance
agreement

ISLAMABAD: A perfor
mance agreement has been
signed between Prime Min-
ister Office and Ministry of
Science and Technology to
ensure ownership and im-
proved delivery.

A ceremony was held in Min-
istry of Science and Tech-
nology (MoST) to mark the
inclusion of 28 new targets
in the Performance Agree-
ment, said a press release.
The event was witnessed
by Special Assistance to
Prime Minister (SAPM)
on Establishment Shahzad
Arbab and Federal Minister
for Science and Technology
Senator Shibli Faraz.

The agreement was signed
by Secretary Ministry of Sci-
ence and Technology, Mad-
am Humaira Ahmed while
heads of various organiza-
tions of MoST were also
present on the occasion.
This was the first time a tier-
two performance agreement
was signed between heads of
attached departments and
the Secretary of a Ministry.
Eight heads of organizations
were present, including
Rector NUST, Chairman
PCSIR, Chairman PSF, DG
NIO, DG NIE, DG PSQCA
and DG PCRET. - APP

‘Arts and Film’
promoting
cultural
heritage

ISLAMABAD: The Nomad
Art Gallery (NAG) pro-
gramme ‘Arts and Fim’ for
social change attracting
emerging talent aimed at
promoting rich cultural her-
itage of the country and to
empowered women. Talking
to APP, Head NAG Nageen
Hayat said, “the programme
has contributed to creating
awareness and economic op-
portunities for the emerging
talent of the country special-
ly women in the society”.
The aim of Nomad Art Pro-
ductions is to facilitate the
development of new art-
works, expand market op-
portunities and provide man-
agement support for artists
and art workers nationally.
She said Nomad Art Collec-
tions currently operates as
an online gallery specialising
in limited edition prints and
works on paper by artists
from Aboriginal owned art
centres from Australia. Na-
geen Hayat added that since
inception Nomad Art has
become a leading outlet for
quality Aboriginal prints on
paper and hand printed fab-
rics in Australia. Nomad Art
focuses on art that involves
cross-cultural collaborations
between artists and master
practitioners. — APP

Unseen war by India is a
major challenge: Farrukh

Ambassador Asif Ali Khan Durrani said that the very foundation of India was secular
and literally non-religious in its entirety. ‘Article 25 to 28 of Indian constitution
provide all its citizens a right to practlce his or her own religion, he added

DNA

ISLAMABAD: While addressing
at a panel discussion on ‘India: A
Largest Democracy or a Fake Un-
ion?’ organized by the Institute of
Regional Studies, Farrukh Habib,
State Minister for Information
and Broadcasting said that ‘India’s
official news agency has now be-
come a mouthpiece of BJP that
consistently spreading false and
misleading information about Pa-
kistan’. Commenting on Indian’s
discriminatory attitude towards
minorities, he said that ‘it was the
very reason the Sikh community
is demanding separation from In-
dia’. Referendum by Sikhs, in this
regard, clearly demonstrate Sikh
community’s resolve to have a sep-
arate state for them where they
could enjoy religious, political and
social freedom, he stressed.

He further continued saying that

even pro-Indian Kashmiri leader-
ship in ITIOK have expressed their
anger over New Delhi’s unilateral
action of sabotaging Kashmir’s
autonomy. Mr Habib also told
that participants that the Mus-
lims girls in India especially in
Gujrat, Rajasthan, and Karnataka
were not feeling secure after the
incidents of harassments cases of
Hijab wearing girls appeared on
media. Concluding his talk, State
Minister said that Pakistani youth,
academicians, journalists and peo-
ple from all walks of life need to
work in tandem to dislodge Indian
propaganda against Pakistan.

While speaking on the occasion,
Ambassador Asif Ali Khan Durra-
ni said that the very foundation
of India was secular and literally
non-religious in its entirety. ‘Arti-
cle 25 to 28 of Indian constitution
provide all its citizens a right to
practice his or her own religion,
he added. Ambassador Durrani

argued that it was India’s consti-
tution that kept the people of In-
dia united for a very long time but
today the situation has changed
altogether. He also said that the
Babri mosque was the symbol of
religious freedom and equality in
India that was unfortunately suc-
cumbed to hyper-nationalist forc-
es. Ambassador Durrani warned
that rising racism in India would

further consolidate polarization
in Indian polity and society which
ultimately affect the whole region
in a considerable manner. While
concluding his speech he said that
‘India could be everything but not
a democracy, it is an autocracy’.

The session moderator, Dr Salma
Malik, Asst. Professor at QAU said
that ‘India as union has undergone
many changes since the rise of
Modi in India that have challenged
the very basis of Indian democracy’.
Dr Arshi Saleem Hashmi, Associ-
ate Professor and Head of Depart-
ment of Peace and Conflict Stud-
ies at NDU, argued that a kind of
autonomy that Indian unions were
enjoying have significantly gone
down in recent years. ‘Today, the
Centre is overstepping unions’
authority by passing resolutions
that constitutionally come under
union’s jurisdiction, she added.
Dr Hashmi warned that the un-
precedent rise of corporate-Hin-

dutva alliance that was basically
engineered to prevent indigenous
revolts against India’s racist poli-
cies, was bringing a major shift
in pollical discourse wherein the
opposition parties were finding it
hard to promote their traditional
ideological manifestations. Dr
Hashmi argued that ‘India does
not have a positive peace and thus
cannot claim to be a democracy’.
She emphasized that the sharp
decline in India’s ranking in re-
ligious and press freedom, judi-
ciary, and human rights indexes
speak volumes about polarization
in Indian polity and society. Syed
Muhammad Ali, Director Strate-
gic Defense, Security and Policy at
Centre for Aerospace & Security
Studies (CASS), said that India’s
massive investment in building a
global information network in the
last fifteen years, has made it able
to not only hide but also justify its
racist policies to the world.
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ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to the Prime Minister on Establishment Division, Mohammad
Shehzad Arbab addressing during signing ceremony of the Performance Agreement
between PM office and Ministry of Science and Technology at Ministry S&T. — DNA

RWMC cleanliness
operation continues
despite the rain

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi Waste Management Company
(RWMC) was busy removing waste from the city areas de-
spite the rain that started in the city Thursday morning.
According to the RWMC spokesman, the RWMC carried out
the cleanliness of nullahs and chocked drains during contin-
ued rainfall to ensure sanitation in several city areas.

He informed that Managing Director Awais Manzoor Tarrar
had directed the officials to ensure cleanliness from where
some sanitation-related problems were pointed out.

The spokesman said that the company had deputed addi-
tional sanitary workers for cleaning and dredging major
drains to avoid any flood-like situation.

He said RWMC workers removed hundreds of tons of waste
in the Rawalpindi city areas despite severe cold and rain.
He said that the drains, blocked during the rain, had been
opened immediately to have no problem with drainage in
the city, while complaints received on social media plat-
forms were also being addressed instantly. However, he
urged the citizens to cooperate with the company in keep-
ing the city clean. In case of any complaint, citizens were
asked to register their complaints on helpline number 1139,
which would be rectified immediately, he added.

RWMC has appealed to the citizens not to throw gar-
bage and plastic bags in nullahs and drains, which
cause obstruction, adding that RWMC would utilize all
its resources to keep the city clean. - APP

Festival to promote
centuries-old traditional
sports hegins today

ISLAMABAD: Twin cities residents will be welcomed in the
first-ever traditional sports festival here Friday to enjoy and
be introduced to the diminishing centuries-old games once
played in the Sub-Continent. The Directorate of Sports,
Culture and Tourism Metropolitan Corporation Islamabad
and Capital Development Authority have joined hands to
celebrate Pakistani traditional sports at Rose and Jasmine
Garden from 10:00 a.m to 4:00 p.m from March 04 to 05.
According to focal person MCI Dr. M. Abdullah Tabas-
sum, “This is the first time such a sports festival is go-
ing to be held. We hope to reignite the memories and
love for our centuries old traditional games, which are
rarely played in some rural parts of the country but a
generation’s huge majority’s memories are associated
with them. The event will be open to participation for
all with wide variety of decaying games arranged to be
played that include Rassa Kashi (tug-of-war), Pittu Garam
(seven stones), Kokla Chapaki Jumaiyrat Ai Ay (drop the
handkerchief), and Stapu (hopscotch) for women.

Rassa Kashi, tug-of-war in English, is played between two
teams, with each at one end of the rope contest to pull the
rope towards their end and drag the opponents and the
one who succeeds wins the game. Pittu Garam, known as
seven stones in English, is a South Asian game dating back
to some 5,000 years, which is usually played by two teams
in a large area involving a pile of stones and a tennis ball.
The aim is to break the pile of stone with a tennis ball and
hit the opponents till they rebuild the tower. - DNA

PAJCCI proposes fiscal
reforms for Budget 2022-23

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: PAJCCI
while presenting its high
impact issues report and
budget proposal in Sen-
ate’s Standing Committee
on Commerce informed
the august committee that
“SBP trade discouraging
policies, obsolete fiscal
policies including tariff,
double taxation, lack of
cohesive barter trade, in-
vestment, joint venture
and transit trade policy
are contributing to reve-
nue loss and leaving gap
for hostile elements to
take Pakistan’s share. Due
to silo approach by differ-
ent governmental entities,
transit goods re-enter
Pakistan and damage lo-
cal industry causing huge

loss to national excheg-
uer, giving opportunity to
parallel trading routes and
elements”. PAJCCI recom-
mended that fiscal reforms
are need of the time and
one of most important fac-
tors to be given due con-
sideration in Budget 2022-
23. Fiscal reforms are the
only tool to curb unscru-
pulous elements not only
in trade but also in transit
(that would control influx
of illegal re-entry of transit
goods in Pakistan; damag-
ing local industry).

PAJCCI's research shows
that there is a difference
of 12-14% that makes infor-
mal trade lucrative, hence,
preemptive adjustments in
this context will make paral-
lel trade not viable. It is sug-
gested that in this budget as
an experiment, at least the

top 20 tradlng items (that
comes under transit to Af-
ghanistan) shall be evaluat-
ed for duty rationalization
and its impact be seen on
formal trade balance. Cus-
toms along with relevant
institutions and representa-
tive of PAJCCI shall jointly
conduct one time exercise
to rationalize duties & tax-
es. Unilateral actions result
in negative reaction from
Afghan Authorities.

Representatives of both
countries shall derive pro-
cess to address double tax-
ation affecting investments
and joint ventures. Removal
of double taxation is re-
quired to foster the envi-
ronment of investment and
growth. In present state,
Afghan regime is in dire
need of trained technical
resources, Government of

Pakistan can form a tech-
nical working group which
can conduct meetings with
relevant Afghan authorities
and support them in for-
mulation of trade policies,
fiscal and banking reforms.
Ms. Robina Ashraf; Chair-
person National Tariff Com-
mission was requested to
call urgent meeting with
relevant stakeholders and
technical team of PAJCCI
to deliberate fiscal reforms
and develop working doc-
ument on duty rationali-
zation of identified top 20
items to be made part of
Budget 2022-23.

Zubair Motiwala; Chair-
man PAJCCI appreciated
the standing committee
for giving the opportunity
to present the report and
giving credence to PAJC-
CI’s input and efforts.

16 new
Covid-19
cases in
RWP

RAWALPINDI: Around 16
more people were tested
positive for fatal corona-
virus during the last 24
hours, raising the tally of
confirmed cases to 46,284
in the Rawalpindi district,
while five persons lost their
battle of life against the
deadly disease. As per the
latest data released by the
District Health Authority
here Thursday, among the
new patients, seven be-
longed to the Potohar town,
two each from Rawal town,
Rawalpindi Cantonment and
Kallar Syedan, while one of
each case has arrived from
Gujjar Khan, Taxila and
Dera Ismail Khan.
“Presently,15 patients are
admitted to five health facil-
ities, including nine in the
Institute of Urology, two in
the Fauji Foundation Hospi-
tal, and Benazir Bhutto Hos-
pital, while one each in the
Bilal and Holy Family Hospi-
tal. “As many as 5,591,737
people, including 44,663
health workers, had so far
been vaccinated against the
fatal disease since the start
of the vaccination drive
from March 10, 20217, it in-
formed. The report updat-
ed that two patients were on
ventilators in critical condi-
tion, two stable and 11 were
on double oxygen support.
District Health Authority
added that 192 were quaran-
tined, including 177 homes
and 15 isolation centres.

In addition, the report up-
dated that during the last
24  hours,1,444 samples
were collected, out of which
1,429 were declared neg-
ative, while the positivity
rate was recorded at 1.04
per cent. - APP

IMCG
I-8/4 elects
management

committee

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad Model College for Girls
(IMCG), I-8/4, Thursday elect-
ed new officebearers of its
management committee for
the 202224 term. The elec-
tion process continued from
9:00 am to 12:00 pm in the au-
ditorium of the college under
the supervision of Principal
Dr. Firdous Zahra Bashir in
which parents, guardians and
college teachers voted to elect
new members of the com-
mittee, said a press release
issued here. In the polling
process, two senior teachers
assisted the presiding officer
as the polling officer.

On behalf of the parents and
guardians, the participants
elected Asif Ali as President,
Muhammad Sayyad Khan as
Finance Secretary and Tahir
Mehmood Awan and Sana
Rehan as Executive Mem-
bers. Samina Tahira will be
the general secretary, Saeed
aAwan and Sahikra Saeed as
executive members from the
college staff’s side. After the
completion of the election
process, Committee Chair-
person Dr. Firdous Zahra
Bashir administered oath to
the newly elected officials.
The committee will work un-
der the chairmanship of Pro-
fessor Javaid Igbal Mughal.
The CMC has been estab-
lished to bring together
parents and teachers to sup-
port the college and assist it
to provide quality education
to the students. - APP

1409 accused convicted hy accountability courts

Zahir Shah, Deputy Chairman NAB, Syed Asghar Haider, Prosecutor General Accountability (PGA), Masood Alam, DG
Operations, other senior officers of NAB besides all DG’s, Regional Bureaus of NAB attended the meeting via video link

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Honora-
ble Mr. Justice Javed Igbal,
Chairman NAB chaired a
meeting to review overall
performance of NAB es-
pecially convictions made
during the tenure of Honor-
able Mr. Justice Javed Igbal,
Chairman NAB from Octo-
ber 10, 2017 till Dec 31, 2021
under Section 10 of National
Accountability ~ Ordinance
(NAO)-1999 and under Sec-
tion 25 (b) of NAO-1999 at
NAB Headquarters. Zahir
Shah, Deputy Chairman
NAB, Syed Asghar Haider,
Prosecutor General Ac-
countability (PGA), Masood
Alam Khan, DG Operations,
other senior officers of NAB
besides all Director General
(DG’s), Regional Bureaus of
NAB attended the meeting
via video link. The Honora-
ble Mr. Justice Javed Igbal,
Chairman NAB appreciated
the excellent performance
of all Regional Bureaus of
NAB for putting excellent
work in bringing the cor
rupt elements to justice as
per law where the Learned
Accountability Courts of

the country convicted 1405
acused persons due to vig-
orous prosecution of all
Regional Bureaus of NAB
NAB in coordination with
Operations and Prosecution
Divisions, NAB Headquar-
ters. Chairman NAB said
that NAB always believes in
working in accordance with
Law. The effective National
Anti Corruption Strategy
and Accountability for All
policy of NAB have started
yielding remarkable excel-
lent results as compared to
previous years.

During the meeting, it was in-
formed that 10x accused per-
sons were convicted in 2021
till Dec 31, 2021 by learned
Accountability Courts Rawal-
pindi/Islamabad on the basis
of solid evidence through
vigorous prosecution of NAB
Rawalpindi under section 10
of NAO-1999 through vigor-
ous prosecution. Similarly in
the year 2020, 13x accused
persons, in the year 2019,
09x accused persons, while
in the year 2018 and 20x ac-
cused persons were convict-
ed by learned Accountability
Courts under section 10 of
NAO-1999. It was further in-
formed that during 2021, 24x

accused persons were con-
victed by different learned
Accountability Courts Rawal-
pindi/Islamabad on the basis
of solid evidence through
vigorous prosecution of NAB
Rawalpindi under section
25(b) of NAO-1999. Similarly
in the year 2020, 21x accused
persons, in the year 2019,
23x accused persons while

\
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in the year 2018, 08x accused
persons were convicted by
different learned Accounta-
bility Courts under section
25(b) of NAO-1999.

During the meeting, it was in-
formed that 7x accused per-
sons were convicted in the
year 2021, on the basis of sol-
id evidence through vigorous

prosecution of NAB Lahore
in learned Accountability
Courts, Lahore under section
10 of NAO-1999. Similarly
during the year 2020, 12x
accused persons, in the year
2019, 03x accused persons,
in the year 2018, 28x accused
persons, while in the year
2017, 12x accused persons
were convicted by learned

=
4’.'"
&

Accountability Courts un-

der section 10 of NAO-1999.
During the meeting, it was
further informed that 23x ac-
cused persons were convict-
ed by learned Accountability
Courts, Lahore during 2021
on the basis of solid evidence
through vigorous prosecution
of NAB Lahore under Section

25(b) of NAO-1999. In the
year 2020, NAB Lahore got
26x accused persons convict-
ed, in the year 2019, 59x ac-
cused persons and similarly
in the year 2018, 62x where-
as in the year 2017 from Oct
10, 2017 to Dec 31, 2017 13x
accused persons were con-
victed by different learned
Accountability Courts under

section 25(b) of NAO-1999.

During the meeting, DG
Operations informed that
during 2021, 53x accused
persons were convicted by
different learned Accounta-
bility Courts of Karachi on
the basis of solid evidence
through vigorous prosecu-
tion of NAB Karachi under

section 10 of NAO-1999. In
the year 2020, 24x accused
persons, in the year 2019,
56x accused persons, sim-
ilarly in the year 2018, 72x
accused persons while from
October 10 to 31 December
2017, 13x accused persons
were convicted by differ-
ent learned Accountability
Courts under section 10 of
NAO-1999. DG Operations
further informed that during
2021, 23x accused persons
were convicted by differ-
ent learned Accountability
Courts of Karachi on the ba-
sis of solid evidence through
vigorous prosecution of NAB
Karachi under section 25(b)
of NAO-1999. Similarly in
the year 2020, 32x accused
persons were convicted, in
the year 2019, 94x accused
persons, 44x accused per-
sons in the year 2018, while
from October 10, 2017 to
Dec 31, 2017, 53x accused
persons were convicted by
different learned Accounta-
bility Courts under section
25(b) of NAO-1999.

During the meeting, it was
informed that NAB Suk-
kur during the year 2021,
14x accused persons have
been convicted by learned

Accountability Court, Suk-
kur on the basis of solid
evidence through vigorous
prosecution of NAB Sukkur
under section 10 of NAO-
1999. Similarly during the
year 2020, 04x accused
persons, in the year 2019,
10x accused persons, in
the year 2018, 16x accused
persons, while in the year
2017 from Oct 10, 2017 till
Dec 31, 2017, 26x accused
persons were convicted
by learned Accountability
Court Sukkur under section
10 of NAO-1999. During the
meeting, it was further in-
formed that during the year
2021, 43x accused persons
from learned Accountability
Court, Sukkur on the basis
of solid evidence through
vigorous prosecution of
NAB Sukkur under Section
25(b) of NAO-1999. In the
year 2020, 82x accused
persons, in the year 2019,
112 x accused persons, in
the year 2018, 55x accused
persons and similarly in the
year 2017 from Oct 10 to
Dec 31, 2017, 41x accused
persons were convicted
by learned Accountability
Court Sukkur under section
25(b) of NAO-1999.



Interest free loans
initiative of govt

P RIME Minister Imran Khan has launched the country’s mega

interest-free loan programme worth Rs 407 billion, saying the

step would contribute towards making low-income groups finan-
cially selfreliant. Under Kamyab Pakistan Programme - a component
of the prime minister’s vision for poverty alleviation, the loans will be
disbursed among the youth, women, farmers and for the construction of
low-income houses during the next two years.
The prime minister said 4.5 million families would benefit from the in-
terestfree loans to start small businesses, construction of homes, farm-
ing and learn technical education. PM Khan said so far Rs 2.5 billion
had been disbursed among the low-income groups in various welfare
schemes and mentioned that the banks had also given loans of Rs 55
billion after the government encouraged them to facilitate common man.
Pakistan had been envisioned as a socio-welfare country in line with the
golden principles of Islam’s first State of Medina. National health insur-
ance programme launched by the government would help expand medi-
cal set up in the public and private sector across the country. Providing
free medical treatment worth Rs one million to every household annually
was a proud step taken by the government.
Prime Minister Khan said that all the tax money collected by the govern-
ment would be spent on the welfare of the general public. There is no
denying the fact that the Prime Minister himself has an earnest desire to
really change the fate of this country. He often quotes the Madina model
in this regard. The problem lies in the execution of his orders. The bu-
reaucracy unfortunately still is loath to execute his orders in letter and
spirit. And that is where the shoe actually pinches.
There is a perception that the loans and for that matter the distri-
bution of funds under the Ehsas program do not reach the genuine
needy people. The prime minister has announced plans to launch a
countrywide helpline where people could launch complaints about
any of the services including the Ehsas funds distribution and loans
etc. However people fear that the helpline may not yield desired re-
sults since it will be manned by the same people. It can only render
positive results provided a trained and highly motivated staff is deput-
ed to look after the helpline etc.
Loans initiative is no doubt a praiseworthy step but real challenges lie in
its smooth execution. Let us hope that the deserving people are able to
benefit from this scheme.
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Development of
G-14 Sector

HE government, in past few years or ever since its coming

into power had focused a lot on the development of new

sectors. A number of hosing schemes both in public and
private sector have been announced. Ostensibly, housing sector
needs development keeping in view the growing demands. The
abnormal increase in population also demands more and more
housing projects so that everybody has a place to live.
All said and done, the government also needs to take care of those
sectors, which were announced long ago. G 14 sector was an-
nounced in 2004 but due to illegal Built Up Properties (BUP) it
could not be developed. The FGHEA had said that land for Sector
G 14/1,2,3 was acquired by the DC office Islamabad vide an award
under Section 11 of the Land Acquisition Act 1894 in January 2005.
The award for Built up Property in G 14/3 could only be an-
nounced in 2014 and supplementary award in 2017. Almost 90
per cent of the area of Sector G 14/3 has been got vacated and
development work is being executed on the site. The develop-
ment work in the sub sector G 14-2 has already been started,
despite the fact that a small portion of the sector is still to be
retrieved from the illegal setters.
Similarly measurements for BUP have already started in G 14/1
and award of BUPs was expected by 31 March 2020, however it is
delayed because people have not yet vacated houses despite the
fact that they have already received the compensation. The housing
authority announced to give possession of the land to allottees in
2021 but it has not been able to keep up its vow. The situation on
ground is that people continue to erect structures in this sub sec-
tor. Even people have access to electricity and gas connections as
well, which is in total disregard to rules and regulations.
The victims of G 14/1 have appealed to the prime minister to per-
sonally look into the matter and help them get relief. Many plot
owners have already died. Every now and then, they stage demon-
strations in front of the Authority office with this hope that their ef-
forts will bear fruit one day. The govt should move and move rather
swiftly because justice delayed is always justice denied.

Covering Ukraine: A mean

The West facing
humiliation

streak of racist exceptionalism

Patrick Gathara

< b
In essence, the
journalists are seeking
to affirm white European

exceptionalism and

virtue by outsourcing
its ills to the
“developing” world

HE conflict raging in Ukraine be-

tween Russian and Ukrainian Slavs,

the latter with the support of a tribal
coalition of nations across sub-Scandinavian
Europe, has exposed much more than the
fragility of peace on the disease-ravaged
subcontinent. It has also revealed a mean
streak of racist exceptionalism with which
many Europeans, and people of European
heritage, tend to regard themselves.
It has been impossible to miss the shock
among Caucasian journalists covering the war,
sparked by Russia’s invasion under the pre-
text of supporting ethnic allies in the eastern
tribal enclaves of Donetsk and Luhansk, which
it has recognised as independent states, at the
idea that this could happen in Europe.

“They seem so like us. That is what makes
it so shocking ... War is no longer something
visited upon impoverished and remote popu-
lations. It can happen to anyone,” wrote Dan-
iel Hannan in the UK’s The Telegraph. “We
are in the 21st century, we are in a European
city, and we have cruise missile fired as if
we were in Iraq or Afghanistan, can you im-
agine,” a commentator wailed on French TV.

Reporting from the Ukrainian capital, Kyiv,
Charlie D’Agata, a correspondent with CBS
News in the US, declared Ukraine “isn’t a
place, with all due respect, like Iraq or Af-
ghanistan, that has seen conflict raging
for decades ... This is a relatively civilised,
relatively European - I have to choose
those words carefully, too - city, where you
wouldn’t expect that or hope that it’s going
to happen.” He later apologised.

The pearl-clutching is of course nothing new.
When covering events in the US during the
Donald Trump administration, especially
the 2020 elections, reporters would regular-
ly exclaim that such chaos was expected of
the “Third World”, not the US. “America is
a Third World country now” was a headline
of Fortune magazine following the unhinged
first presidential debate between Trump
and his eventual successor, Joe Biden.

It all harkens back to Chinua Achebe who,
in his 1977 review of British writer Joseph
Conrad’s novel Heart of Darkness, noted
that “for reasons which can certainly use
close psychological inquiry, the West seems
to suffer deep anxieties about the precari-
ousness of its civilization” and needs con-
stant reassurance by comparison with Afri-
ca. To Africa, we can add Iraq, Afghanistan
and much of the Global South.

In essence, the journalists are seeking to af-
firm white European exceptionalism and vir-
tue by outsourcing its ills to the “developing”
world. What Achebe wrote, regarding Africa
is true of much of the non-white world which
“is to Europe as the picture is to Dorian Gray
- a carrier onto whom the master unloads his
physical and moral deformities so that he may
go forward, erect and immaculate”.
Ironically, European moral deformities have
been on open display since the Russian inva-
sion, which is itself grossly immoral and un-
just. The reported treatment by Ukrainian
guards of Africans, Indians and other people
of colour trying to flee the country remains
an indelible stain on its otherwise heroic
stand against aggression.

The warm welcome accorded to white
Ukrainian refugees by Ukraine’s neighbours
in the European Union is in sharp contrast

to the hostile reception experienced by peo-
ple of other races, from other places, on ar-
rival at Europe’s doorstep. And the Europe-
ans have not been shy about the reasons for
the discrepancy.
Bulgarian Prime Minister Kiril Petkov de-
clared: “These are not the refugees we are
used to. These are people who are Europe-
ans, so we and all other EU countries are
ready to welcome them. These are ... intel-
ligent people, educated people ... So none
of the European countries is afraid from the
immigrant wave that is about to come.”
The irony of European powers taking in
refugees created by Russia’s aggression
while shutting out those generated by
their own invasions and occupations is
apparently also lost on them. As is the
fact that while Russia is condemned as
it should be for invading someone else’s
country, the same countries shouting the
loudest about international law and the
UN Charter and resolutions are happy to
ignore Apartheid Israel doing exactly the
same thing to Palestinians. No calls for
sanctions or isolation there. No celebra-
tion of the bravery of people in Gaza and
the occupied West Bank in standing up for
their freedom against a brutal occupier.
But then again, Israel did not invade a white
European country, and we know they think
certain behaviour is acceptable, and to be
expected, when directed against people on
other continents.
In fact, one feels towards the North in
much the same way comedian John Oliver
responded upon hearing that former US
President George W Bush, who ordered
the disastrous and murderous invasion of
Iraq in 2003, was condemning Putin. “Hold
on, George. Not from you,” he retorted on
his show, Last Week Tonight. “You are not
the guy for this one, because that state-
ment only would have made sense if it end-
ed with ‘Oh s*** now I hear it. Sorry. I'll
shut the f*** up now.”
Rather than shut up, perhaps it would be
better if they showed a little awareness and
a little consistency.

—Courtesy: Al Jazeera

What is on the table at crucial
Ukraine-Russia talks?

Dr. Diana Galeeva

The first round of talks
concluded with no

immediate agreements.

Vladimir Medinsky, who
headed the Russian
delegation, said the

two sides “found certain

points on which

common positions
could be foreseen”

EGOTIATIONS between Russian

and Ukrainian delegations aimed at

resolving the situation in Ukraine
began on Monday in Gomel, southeastern
Belarus. Initially, Ukrainian President Vo-
lodymyr Zelensky was reluctant to agree to
talks in Belarus as the country is being used
as a staging ground for the Russian military
operation, so he offered to meet in Warsaw,
Baku or Istanbul instead. Shortly before
the crisis erupted, Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan had offered to act as a medi-
ator between Ukraine and Russia.
The first round of talks concluded with no
immediate agreements. Vladimir Medinsky,
who headed the Russian delegation, said the

two sides “found certain points on which
common positions could be foreseen.” It
was an interesting choice by the Russian
leadership to appoint Medinsky as the head
of negotiations. He is a political figure, ac-
ademic and publicist who served as the
culture minister from May 2012 to January
2020, so perhaps the choice was linked to
his experience in dealing with issues using
“soft” methods.

Meanwhile, Mykhailo Podolyak, a top advis-
er to Zelensky, offered few details except to
say that the talks were focused on a possible
ceasefire. The Ukrainian president on Tues-
day announced on his Telegram channel
that: “So far, we do not have the result that
we would like to get.” He also noted that the
Russian side voiced its position and Ukraine
put forward its counterpoints “for comple-
tion.” “We received some signals (from the
Russian side),” Zelensky added.

Despite an agreement to hold a second
round of talks, the situation remains ex-
tremely complex, with the possibility of the
conflict turning into a larger war. Firstly,
this is linked to the possibility of Ukraine
gaining EU membership. Zelensky on Tues-
day spoke at an emergency session of the
European Parliament and urged the EU
to prove that it is with Ukraine in its war
with Russia. On Monday, the president had
signed an official request to join the bloc.
Russia faces deepening isolation and eco-
nomic turmoil as the US and other West-
ern nations hit it with an array of sanc-

tions. The US and its NATO allies have
supported Ukraine by sharing arms, mili-
tary equipment and intelligence, but have
nonetheless made it clear that, at this
stage, they have no plans to send troops
into Ukraine. Zelensky predicted: “If
Ukraine fails (and Russia seizes control of
his country), then all these troops will be
at your borders, Poland, Lithuania... and
you'll be facing greater issues.”
To avoid any direct interference from the
West, Russian President Vladimir Putin on
Sunday placed his nuclear forces on high
alert, citing NATO’s aggressive response
to the invasion of Ukraine. The possibility
of Ukraine joining the alliance was initial-
ly the key Russian security concern. In its
demands prior to the invasion, Moscow
called for a ban on Kyiv entering NATO
and a limit on the deployment of troops
and weapons to NATO’s eastern flank, in
effect returning NATO forces to where
they were stationed in the late 1990s,
before the alliance’s eastward expansion.
Ukraine’s potential membership of the
EU and NATO might be key areas in the
discussions with Russia.
The Ukrainian position is that, if Moscow’s
attacks on its cities continue, little progress
can be made in the talks between the two
nations. In the very worst-case scenario,
the talks will not continue after the second
round and the world might witness (and be
part of) the start of a third world war.
—Courtesy: Arab News

Raza Ali

Today the European
commission
representative
in Pakistan is
asking the state of
Pakistan to support

Ukraine, but did
they ask Pakistan
before attacking
Libya? Did they
request Pakistan
to allow them to
launch an offensive
in Afghanistan or
did they threaten
Pakistan into
submission?

HE Europeans and their over-

lords from across the Atlantic

are beating the war drums and
making an unbelievable noise, crying:
“wolf”, or in case of Russia: “Bear”.
It is astonishing to witness that the
followers of Wolfowitz doctrine, which
pivots around subduing everyone
around and maintaining total hegem-
ony in international affairs, are trying
to pose as the victims and are trying
to rally support among the “lesser”
nations, like Pakistan.
Today the European commission repre-
sentative in Pakistan is asking the state
of Pakistan to support Ukraine, but did
they ask Pakistan before attacking Lib-
ya? Did they request Pakistan to allow
them to launch an offensive in Afghani-
stan or did they threaten Pakistan into
submission? Did the European Union
oppose implementation of economic
sanctions against Pakistan post 1998
nuclear tests? Did the European Un-
ion extradite any known and wanted
criminals to Pakistan in the early 2000s
and even before that? The answer to all
these questions is a capital NO.
Did the Americans consult with Paki-
stan before signing and executing the
US-India Civil Nuclear Agreement?
Did the Americans offer a similar deal
to Pakistan, which, by the way, had
promoted US interests in Afghanistan
starting from 1979 and continued till
2021? Did the Americans lift econom-
ic sanctions against Pakistan and did
they support Pakistan in any situation
at any international venue? Did the
Americans condemn Indian aggression
or attempt of an aggression against Pa-
kistan’s sovereignty, when they tried to
bomb Balakot in 2019? Did the Ameri-
cans ever ask the Indians to stop their
military-terrorist operation in Kash-
mir? Once again the answer is an even
more capital NO.
I can go on and on listing practical acts
of animosity committed by the EU, and
their bosses from America, against
Pakistan. But the objective is not to
compile a list, because Google does it
better than me. The objective is to un-
derstand the level of US-EU or Western
desperation, at this point in time, when
they are trying to “ask” Pakistan to sup-
port Ukraine. When we asked them to
support Kashmir, did they do it?
On the other hand, you can assess their
desperation from the fact that yesterday
Josef Borrell, the High Representative
of the EU Foreign Affairs Committee
travelled to Moldova. Many of you might
need to refer to Google to find out what

is Moldova!? This is how little Moldova
is ever mentioned in the western media
or any media. But now when the western
desperation is spilling over the edge, they
are even running to Moldova (soon they
might even go to Mongolia). I can’t tell
you what exactly did they offer Moldova
to “support Ukraine”, but I am sure that
Mr Borrell must have felt good getting
buzzed-off by a small state.

Let’s get back to Pakistan. Why is it
that the EU is asking Pakistan to speak
out against Russia? The roots of this
request are very deep. This request is
not designed to gain something. The de-
sign behind it is to make Pakistan lose
everything. I don’t need to stress the
depth of Sino-Pakistani relations. And at
this crucial point in time, when the west-
ern hegemony is pushed into the corner
and the sensible international players,
which include China, are about to ad-
minister the required blow to calm-down
the Wolfowitz monster, the EU and their
leash-holders are asking Pakistan to com-
mit geo-political suicide.

I can understand that there are many
in Pakistan, whose personal interests
are intertwined with western inter-
ests. Those, who put personal gains
above national interests, and those,
who receive monetary gratitude from
the west, are definitely going to try
and raise a panic among the public,
telling the people about possible re-
percussions of not bowing to western
commands. But, are we going to keep
performing SAJJDA in front of these
western hypocrites, or are we going to
make our own decisions?

Just a couple of lines to remind you of
the level of western hypocrisy. I hope
everyone remembers that when a Dan-
ish cartoonist published derogatory
cartoons, targeting the base of Muslim
faith, the EU governments refused to
ban such actions, saying that it would
be against the freedom of speech.
They did the same thing when a Dan-
ish MP published a very anti-Islam and
anti-Muslim video on YouTube. They
again tried to teach us the lesson of
freedom of speech.

But today, when they are speechless,
panicked and afraid, of the availability
of truth, which does not correspond to
their lies, they have banned all Russian
TV channels from airing in the EU.
They have banned the publication and
distribution of any Russian language
papers. They have even put stringent
controls on internet, so that their “so-
cial media” sites would not show the
opposing opinion. How great is that for
“freedom of speech”?

Please remember that today in this so-
called free, democratic, and humane
EU, there are leaders who are saying
that Ukrainians are better humans than
those, who wanted to seek asylum from
the war in Syria, which by the way was
caused and worsened by the Americans
and was supported by the EU states.
Today the European and American
journalists are calling Ukrainians as
better humans than Arabs and Afghans.
I cannot even believe the depth of igno-
rance to which this so-called “enlight-
ened” west has fallen. It is time for us
to either become a part of the really civ-
ilized world, where international affairs
will be run through consultation and
democratic processes, and not through
preventive sanctions and air raids.

Do we want to be part of a world,
where every Afghanistan, Libya, Syr-
ia, Iraq, Congo, Somalia, Mali, etc, will
feel safe and will prosper, or do we
want to be “bombed to stone-age” (the
American ultimatum to Pakistan in
2001 before invasion of Afghanistan)
if we don’t bow our head?

The choice is yours, but the choice is now!
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From Pace 01
conflicts across the Middle
East. “Iran is a neighbour
forever, we cannot get rid of
them and they cannot get rid
of us,” the Saudi state news
agency cited him as saying.
“We do not want to see a
weak nuclear deal because
the result will be the same in
the end,” the prince said.
Saudi Arabia’s foreign min-
ister said last month the
kingdom was looking to
schedule a fifth round of
talks despite a “lack of sub-
stantive progress” so far,
and urged Tehran to change
its behaviour.

“We do not look at Israel as
an enemy but as a potential
ally in various interests that
we could seek to achieve to-
gether. But it should solve
its problems with the Pales-
tinians,” Prince Mohammed
was cited as saying by the
state news agency.
Mohammed Bin Salman
said he does not care wheth-
er U.S. President Joe Biden
misunderstood things about
him, saying Biden should
be focusing on America’s
interests, in an interview
with The Atlantic monthly
published on Thursday.
Prince Mohammed, the
de facto Saudi ruler widely
known as MbS, suggested
in separate but related re-
marks carried by the Saudi
state news agency SPA that
Riyadh could choose to re-
duce investments in the
United States,

“Simply, I do not care,” the
crown prince said when
asked by The Atlantic
whether Biden misunder-
stood things about him. He
said it was up to Biden “to
think about the interests of
America”.

Pak signs 2
agreements...

From Pace 01

in the signing ceremony.
This amount which was due
to be paid during the testing
period from May 2020 to
December 2021 will now be
repaid over a period of six
years starting from this year
in semi-annual instalments.
Due to the support extend-
ed by the Saudi Fund for De-
velopment along with other
bilateral creditor countries,
the G-20 DSSI has provided
the fiscal space which was
necessary to deal with the
urgent health and socioeco-
nomic needs of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan.

The total amount of debt
that has been suspended
and rescheduled under the
DSSI framework, covering
the period from May 2020
to December 2021, is 3,688
million dollars.

Russia takes
control...

From Pace 01
through in Kherson — open-
ing the path west and north
— and besieging the larger
strategically vital port city
of Mariupol.

There, mayor Vadym Boy-
chenko reported hours of
punishing  bombardments
that trapped civilians in a
city now without light, wa-
ter or heating as tempera-
tures hover around freezing.
“Today was the hardest, cru-
ellest of the seven days of
this war,” he said.

“Today they just wanted to
destroy us all.” Moscow’s
victory in Kherson comes
one week after Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s
army marched into Ukraine
from the north, east and
south, training a vast arse-
nal of weaponry at Ukraini-
an cities.

EU ministers
meet on...

From Pack 01
UN refugee agency UN-
HCR, as the Russian war
enters its second week.
The UNHCR expects over
4 million people will need
protection and assistance
due to displacement from
Ukraine. The EU’s crisis
management commissioner
has said the figure could
reach 7 million.
German Interior Minister
Nancy Faeser called the
temporary protection plan
“a paradigm shift” for the
EU, which has long strug-
gled to reform its asylum
rules. “I hope that there will
be this agreement in princi-
ple today. I actually assume
that,” Faeser said ahead of
the meeting, adding that it
would then take a week for
the proposal to be “set in
motion.” — News Desk

LGl APNS executive committee

mulls state of print media

The members unanimously endorsed the actions and decisions of the Joint
Action Committee to oppose and resist these anti-media laws and resolved

that all efforts

;k\
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KARACHI: “The Annual General
Council Meeting and the Extra-Or-
dinary General Council Meeting
of the APNS will be held on March
26, 2022 at Karachi.

The Executive Committee of
the APNS at its meeting held
on March 02, 2022 at Karachi,
adopted the Annual Report for
the year 2021-22 as well as the
Annual Accounts for the year
2021. The Executive Committee
appreciated the Secretariat’s ef-
forts in recovering current and
old dues. The members of the
Executive Committee consid-
ered the state of print media in
the country and noted that the

new media laws including pro-
posed PMDA and the promulgat-
ed PECA Ordinance 2022 would
have devastating effect on the
freedom of press and people’s
right to know. The members
unanimously endorsed the ac-
tions and decisions of the Joint
Action Committee to oppose
and resist these anti-media laws
and resolved that all efforts to
strangulate the press freedom,
would be strongly resisted.

The Executive Committee ex-
pressed its concern over the delay
in payments by the Sindh and Pun-
jab provincial governments. The
members emphasized that publica-
tions are going through acute finan-
cial hardships because of non-pay-
ment of these dues. The Secretary

AT

to strangulate the pre

General, Ms. Nazafreen Saigol
Lakhani informed them of ongoing
discussions with both provincial gov-
ernments and commitments made
by both governments to work with
the APNS to expedite the recovery
of dues. The Secretary General in-
formed the Executive Committee
members that she is exerting all ef-
forts to ensure recovery of dues as
soon as possible.

The Executive Committee ex-
pressed their profound grief on the
sad demise of Mr. Ghulam Akbar,
Publisher, Daily Al-Akhbar and fa-
ther of Mr. Inam Akbar and Mr. Na-
deem Akbar, Mr. Rafiq Dogar, Chief
Editor, Weekly Deed Shuneed. Mr.
Ata-ur-Rehman, Chief Editor, Daily
Nai Baat and offered fateha for the
deported souls.

P ™

s,

The following attended the meet-
ing: Sarmad Ali, President, Sha-
hab Zuberi, Vice President, Naz-
afreen Saigol Lakhani, Secretary
General, Mohsin Bilal, Joint Sec-
retary, Bilal Farooqui (Daily Ag-
haz), Najamuddin Sheikh (Daily
Deyanat), Muhammad Waqarud-
din (Daily Dunya), Muhammad
Younus Mehar (Daily Halchal),
Kazi Asad Abid (Daily Ibrat),
Syed Akbar Tahir (Daily Jasarat),
Adnan Faisal (Daily Jiddat, Kara-
chi), Javed Mehr Shamsi (Daily
Kaleem), Muhammad Manzoor
Rana (Daily Mashriq, Quetta),
Ms. Zahida Abbasi (Daily Nau
Sijj), Salman Qureshi (Monthly
Naya Rukh), Mubasher Mir (D/
Pakistan, Lahore), Faisal Zahid
Malik (Daily Pakistan Observ-

ss freedom, would be strongly resisted

er), Dr. Waqar Yousuf Azeemi
(Monthly Roohani Digest) and
Nasir Daad Baloch (Daily Sindh
Sujaag).

Mumtaz Ali Phulpoto (Daily Awa-
mi Parchar) and Hasan Akbar
(Daily Dawn) attend the meeting
as special observer.

The following attended the meet-
ing on Zoom : Jamil Athar, Sr.
Vice  President,  Muhammad
Awais Khushnood, Finance Sec-
retary, Syed Sajjad Bokhari (Daily
Abtak), Mumtaz A. Tahir (Daily
Aftab), Waseem Ahmed (Daily
Awam, Quetta), Hamayun Tariq
(Daily Business Report), Ansar
Mahmood Bhatti (Monthly Centre
Line), Syed Muhammad Munir
Jilani (Daily Paigham) and Huma-
yun Gulzar (Daily Sayadat) .

Lord Mayor Birmingham visits
CGA Pakistan’s headquarters

commonwealth
sport

SPORTS CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: Seven Member delega-
tion from United Kingdom (UK) head-
ed by the Lord Mayor Birmingham,
Councillor Muhammad Afzal visited
the Commonwealth Games Associa-
tion (CGA) Pakistan’s headquarters
in Lahore to discuss the Birmingham
2022 Commonwealth Games during
his civic visit to Pakistan.

Pakistan Olpympic Association Sec-

retary General Muhammad Khalid
Mahmood, Vice Presidents Chaudhry
Muhammad Yaqub, Shaukat Javed,

Treasurer ~Muhammad Shafiq, Pa-
kistan Cricket Board (PCB) Head of
Women Cricket, Chairman Athletes
Commission Inam Butt and other
members of CGA Pakistan welcomed
the delegation.

A presentation was given to the Lord
Mayor about the CGA Pakistan and the
participation of Pakistan in the upcom-
ing Commonwealth Games to be held

Russia prepared for )
dialogue with west

MOSCOW: Russia is prepared for dialogue with the West on se-

BIRMINGHAM
2022

commonwealh”
games.

this year in July.

Lord Mayor Birmgham, Councillor
Muhammad Afzal thanked the lead-
ership of the CGA Pakistan for their
warm welcome and sharing the infor-
mation of participation of Pakistan
in the forthcoming Commonwealth
Games being held in Birmingham
from 28 July to 08 August, 2022.

He offered complete support to CGA
Pakistan for participation in the
Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth
Games.

Azarenka of Belarus
devastated by
Ukraine violence

MINSK: Former world ten-
nis number one Victoria
Azarenka of Belarus has
said she is devastated by
the suffering of people amid
violence in Ukraine after
Russia invaded last week.
The invasion has killed
more than 2,000 Ukrainian
civilians and destroyed hun-
dreds of structures including
homes, hospitals, kinder-
gartens and transport facil-
ities, Ukraine’s emergency
service said on Wednesday. “I'm devastated by the actions
that have taken place over the last several days against and
in Ukraine,” Azarenka said on Twitter. “It’s heartbreaking
to see how many innocent people have been affected and
continue to be affected by such violence.” Belarus is a close
ally of Russia and has been a key staging area for Russian
forces mounting the invasion, which Russia calls a “special
operation”.“Since my early childhood, I have always seen
and experienced Ukrainian and Belarusian people, as well
as both nations, friendly and supportive of one another,” the
32-year-old said. “It is hard to witness the violent separa-
tion that is currently taking place instead of supporting and
finding compassion for each other.” Since the start of the
invasion, Russian and Belarusian teams and athletes have
found themselves frozen out from international competi-
tions across sports. — News Desk

Russian, Belarusian athletes

curity guarantees and strategic stability issues, Deputy Foreign
Minister Sergey Ryabkov told RBC on Thursday.

“We are prepared for dialogue on these issues (security guaran-
tees - TASS), as well as on issues related to strategic stability.
We regret that our colleagues in Washington made a decision -
and announced it several days ago - to suspend these contacts,”
he pointed out, adding that the US was fully to blame for sus-
pending dialogue. “We keep working calmly and confidently, we
have specific goals to achieve. No one is cutting off dialogue with
the US but the channels for dialogue are a separate issue that
depends on the goals that we are facing,” he stressed. Accord-
ing to Ryabkov, Russia and the US currently maintain dialogue
mostly through embassies. “We don’t have a reason to believe
that this algorithm will change in the near future,” he noted.
On December 17, 2021, the Russian Foreign Ministry released
draft agreements on the security guarantees that Moscow ex-
pects to receive from Washington and NATO. The documents
particularly oblige NATO to cease its eastward expansion and
return its military infrastructure to the 1997 borders. The Unit-
ed States and NATO handed their written responses to Russia’s

security proposals over to Moscow on Jan 26, 2022. — APP )
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banned from Winter Paralympics

BEIJING: Russian and Belarusian ath-
letes were on Thursday banned from
the Beijing Winter Paralympics over
the war in Ukraine, with organisers
bowing to international pressure and
threats of a boycott.

The International Paralympic Com-
mittee (IPC) had just a day earlier
said athletes from the two countries
would be allowed to compete as “neu-
trals” in the Games, which start on
Friday.

It said that was the “harshest punish-
ment” the IPC could dish out under
its rules. But organisers reversed
that decision less than 24 hours lat-
er, meaning 83 athletes from Russia
and Belarus, which hosted troops for
Moscow’s attack, will now be packing
their bags and heading home.

“In order to preserve the integrity

Russia lashes out
at ‘illegal’ ban

MOSCOW: The ban on Russian and Be-
larusian athletes from the Beijing 2022
Winter Paralympics is “illegal” and vio-
lates the principle of separating sport
from politics, Russian officials have
said. In a stunning U-turn on the eve of
the Beijing Games, the IPC announced
that Russian and Belarusian athletes
would not be allowed to compete — de-
spite clearing them to do so as neutrals
just one day earlier. IPC bosses cited
the threats of boycotts from other na-
tions if Russian and Belarusian athletes
were cleared to contest medals, as well
as the “escalating” and “untenable” sit-
uation in the Athletes’ Village.— APP

of these Games and the safety of all
participants, we have decided to re-
fuse the athlete entries from RPC
and NPC Belarus,” the IPC said in a
statement.

“To the para-athletes from the impact-
ed countries, we are very sorry that you
are affected by the decisions your gov-
ernments took last week in breaching
the Olympic Truce,” IPC President An-
drew Parsons told reporters. “You are
victims of your governments’ actions.”
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
swiftly condemned the 11th-hour deci-
sion to impose the ban. “This is a mon-
strous situation, it’s a shame,” he said.
The International Olympic Commit-
tee (IOC) earlier this week urged
sporting federations across the world
to exclude athletes from the two
countries. — APP

Lithuania confident to win against Pakistan

Berankis said that the match against Pakistan will not be easy to win as we
have to focus on the game and the tie against Pakistan will be interesting

AFzAL JAVED

ISLAMABAD: World Number 86 Lithuani-
an Ricardas Berankis will be pitted against
youngster Muhammad Shoaib while Pakistan
No 1 Ageel Kan will take on Laurynas Grigelis
in the Davis Cup World Group I Playoff on
the opening day Friday at the Pakistan Sports
Complex Islamabad grass courts.

Pakistan’s top player and Davis cup team
captain Aisam ul Haq Qureshi along with
Muhammad Abid are drawn to meet Lithua-
nia’s No. 1 Ricardas Berankis and Laurynas
Grigelis Kaichi in the doubles on the sec-
ond day Saturday when reverse singles will
also be played.

Davis Cup draws held Thursday under the
supervision of ITF referee John Blom.

In reverse singles Aqeel Khan will play Ri-
cardas Berankis and Muhammad Shoaib will
be seen in action against Laurynas Grigelis.
“We are here in Pakistan for the first time and
we are enjoying here”, “ World Number 85
Ricardas Berankis said, adding that some of
the team members have played each other in
the past and this tie will be interesting.

Talking about the conditions of the grass
court Berankis said that the grass court for
the tie in Islamabad is fine and quite good
as we played here during practice sessions
and trying to adjust with the ball level dur-
ing the practice session.

Berankis said that the match against Paki-
stan will not be easy to win as we have to
focus on the game and the tie against Paki-
stan will be interesting.

s
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On the other hand Pakistans Davis cup
team missed the important member Mu-
hammad Muzammil tested positive for Cov-
id-19 ahead of the Davis Cup World Group
1 Playoff.

“It’s unfortunate that Muzammil is not
the part of team but we made full prepa-
rations for this important tie”, said Pa-
kistan Davis Cup captain Aisam-ul-Haq
Qureshi, adding that we will show our

best and play better tennis.

He said that it is an honor for me to be
Davis Cup playing captain and playing
tie at home having a good advantage for

us admitting that Lithuania has a strong-

er team than Pakistan but it depends on
match day who played better.

Aisam said that Pakistan is a peaceful and
sports loving country as big teams and play-
ers are coming to Pakistan.

Pakistan No 1 tennis player Aqeel Khan said
that he desires to play first singles against a

strong Lithuanian team which also fulfilled
when draws were announced for the tie.
“The bounce will be low on the grass court
but we will prove our best like in the past
against strong opponents” Aqeel said, add-
ing we have beaten big teams in the past
and this time we are hopeful too.

Visiting Lithuanian Davis cup team com-
prising Lithuanian Tennis Federation Pres-
ident Ramunas Grusas, Ricardas Berankis,
Laurynas Grigelis,
Sabaliauskas, Rimvydas Mugevicius (cap-
tain), Virgiijja Pallukaite (team manager),
Tamara Costa Domingues (Physio) and To-
mos Ganusauskas (press Officer).

Edas Butvilas, Ainius

Pakistan,
Uzbekistan...

From Pace 01
benefit the war torn Afghani-
stan. The Prime Minister said
both countries will jointly pro-
duce a film on Mughal Emper-
or Zahirud-Din Muhammad
Babur.

He said he has shared his nar-
rative on human rights viola-
tions in Indian Illegally Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir to
the Uzbek President.

The Prime Minister said the
United Nations should fully
implement the international
law against human rights vio-
lations in the Indian illegally
occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir. Over Afghanistan issue,
the Prime Minister said we
will be lobbying to unfreeze
the assets of Afghanistan.
He said campaign will be
launched to devise ways and
suggest measures for the rec-
ognition of Afghanistan.

The Uzbek President in his
remarks thanked PM Imran
Khan for extending great
hospitality. He said both Uz-
bekistan and Pakistan have
many things in common add-
ing especially the PTA signed
between the two countries
would usher in new era of
progress between the two
countries.

He said the railway line from
Uzbekistan to Peshawar via
Afghanistan will be yet anoth-
er milestone between the two
counties. He said Afghanistan
needs humanitarian assis-
tance at this critical juncture
there the world community
should come forward and
help Afghans. Earlier, the
two countries signed differ-
ent Memorandum of Under-
standings including Strategic
Partnership and Preferential
Trade Agreement.

Others agreements include
cooperation in the field Tele-
vision and Radio, Promotion
of Pilgrimage Tourism, co-
operation in the field of envi-
ronment and climate change,
Action Plan of practical meas-
ures in the field of security
and cooperation in Railways.
The MoU between the Uz
bek Ministry of Tourism and
Sports and Pakistan’s Minis-
try of Religious Affairs and In-
terfaith Harmony for the pro-
motion of Pilgrimage Tourism
was signed by Minister for
Religious Affairs Noor ul Haq
Qadri and Uzbek Minister
for Foreign Affairs Abdulaziz
Kamilov.

Advisor to the PM on
Commerce Abdul Razak
Dawood and Uzbek Min-
ister for Investment and
Foreign Trade signed the
Pakistan-Uzbekistan Pref-
erential Trade Agreement.
The Action Plan of practi-
cal measures (roadmap) to
further develop coopera-
tion between Pakistan and
Uzbekistan in the fields of
security was signed by Na-
tional Security Advisor Dr
Moeed Yousaf and Secre-
tary to the Uzbek Security
Council Viktor Makhmu-
dov.The MoU between Pa-
kistan’s Ministry of Rail-
ways and the Ministry of
Transport of Uzbekistan
was signed by Secretary
/ Chairman Pakistan Rail-
ways Habib ur Rehman Gi-
lani and Uzbek Minister for
Transport Ilkhom Makhka-
mov. The MoU on cooper-
ation between Khokimiyat
of Tashkent City of Uzbeki-
stan and the Administration
of Islamabad City of Paki-
stan was signed by MCI Ad-
minstrator Hamza Shafqat
and Uzbek Ambassador to
Pakistan Oybek Usmanov.
The MoU on cooperation
between Surkhandarya
Region of Uzbekistan and
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Province of Pakistan was
signed by Secretary Indus-
tries Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Zulfigar Ali Shah and Uz-
bek Ambassador Pakistan
Oybek Usmanov.

FM, EU top
diplomat...
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Representative  of Paki-
stan’s principled position,
which is anchored in the
promotion of peaceful set-
tlement of disputes through
dialogue and diplomacy.

He wunderscored that Pa-
kistan had consistently
stressed the need for de-
escalation, renewed negoti-
ations, sustained dialogue,
and continuous diplomacy.
The foreign minister em-
phasized the importance
of a solution in accordance
with relevant multilateral
agreements, international
law, and principles of the
UN Charter. Borell shared
his perspective on the sit-
uation and highlighted its
impact on international
peace and security as well
as global economy. He ac-
knowledged the importance
of continued efforts for find-
ing a diplomatic solution.
Foreign Minister Qureshi
and High Representative
Borell agreed to remain en-
gaged. — APP
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KARACHI: S M Muneer,
Chief Petron of United
Business Group, Zubair Tu-
fail, President UBG, Zafar
Bakhtawari, Secretary Gen-
eral other Khalid Tawab,
Syed Mazhar Ali Nasir,
Hanif Gohar, Ikhtiar Baig
and other leaders, mem-
bers of UBG have highly
appreciated the Prime
Minister economic relief
package and declared it a
historical relief package.
While cherishing the package
they said that relief package
would uplift the economic ac-
tivities and give a great relief
to inflation-hit masses of Paki-
stan, significantly contribute
in investment opportunities,
restore the confidence of the
business community and cre-
ate job opportunities.
According to a statement
issued by UBG Central
Spokesperson Gulzar Feroz
UBG Leaders SM Munir
and Zubair Tufail said that
the bold step taken by Prime
Minister in the form of eco-
nomic package which include
reducing the prices of petrol
and diesel by Rs. 10 per liter
and electricity by Rs. 5 per
unit has given a great relief
to masses particularly to
business community which
was already confronted with
economic challenges in the
post COVID era.

New Zealand

protest ends,

investigation
begin

WELLINGTON: New Zea-
land police said Thursday
they will review hours of
cellphone footage taken
by themselves, the media
and the public to identify
lawbreakers, while crews
begin the cleanup of Par-
liament’s grounds after a
protest there against coro-
navirus vaccine mandates
ended in violence.

A day earlier, police moved
in on several hundred
protesters who had been
camped out on the grounds
and surrounding streets for
more than three weeks. As
protesters retreated, they
set fire to tents, mattress-
es and chairs, and hurled
stones and wood at officers.
The protest is also prompt-
ing a rethink of security at
the grounds, which have
been the site of many peace-
ful protests in the past, as
well as a favored spot for
workers and families to walk
through or eat lunch.

House  Speaker  Trevor
Mallard said on Twitter he
thought a wall was needed,
with gates that could be
closed when they were con-
fronted by groups like the
unruly protesters. “I love the
openness and accessibility
of our House and grounds,”
he said. “I want to retain that
but have a way of keeping
people safe.” Hundreds of
officers were involved in the
operation to break up the
camp. - Agencies

US begins
trials for
January 6

Capitol riots

WASHINGTON: The first
criminal trial stemming
from the January 6 as-
sault on the US Capitol by
Donald Trump supporters
began on Wednesday with
prosecutors accusing a Tex-
as man of leading the attack
on Congress. Guy Reffitt,
a 49vyearold oil industry
worker from Wylie, Texas, is
facing charges of bringing a
gun to Washington, battling
police officers and impeding
an official proceeding.
Reffitt’s children are ex-
pected to testify against him
at the trial, which is being
closely watched for its bear-
ing on future prosecutions
of January 6 defendants.
Prosecutor Jeffrey Nestler,
in his opening statement, de-
scribed Reffitt as a leader of
the “worst assault on the Cap-
itol since the War of 1812,”
when British troops set fire
to the seat of Congress. “A
mob needs leaders,” Nestler
said, and Reffitt, a member
of a right-wing group called
the Three Percenters, was
“the tip of this mob’s spear.”
“He lit the match that started
the fire,” Nestler said in a
statement. William Welch,
Reffitt’s defense attorney,
denied that his client had
brought a handgun to the
Capitol and said he never ac-
tually entered the building
or assaulted anyone. — APP
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ISLAMABAD: Presment of Uzbekistan Shavkat Mirziyoyev being received by Prime Minister Imran Khan on his arrival in Islamabad — DNA

Uzbek delegation praises
agricultural research of PARC

Syed Fakhar Imam M/o NFS&R spoke that both countries are agreed to enhance
bilateral cooperation in the agriculture sector particularly in agriculture trade and
machinery to develop and promote local agriculture sector on modern lines

DNA

ISLAMABAD: A high level
delegation headed by Uzbek
Agriculture Minister H.E
Jamshid Khodjaev visited
NARC to witness the agricul-
ture research activities be-
ing carried under different
institutes at NARC. Honora-
ble Federal Minister for M/o
NFSR Syed Fakhar Imam
along-with Senior Joint Sec-
retary, M/o NFSR Dr. Javed
Humayun, Chairman PARC
Dr. Ghulam Muhammad Ali
were also present during
the visit. Chairman PARC
briefed the delegation about
the structure, research activ-
ities and important research
initiatives of PARC.

On the occasion, Syed
Fakhar Imam M/o NFS&R
spoke that both countries
are agreed to enhance bi-
lateral cooperation in the
agriculture sector particu-
larly in agriculture trade and
machinery to develop and

promote local agriculture
sector on modern lines. The
Minister also added that Uz-
bekstan side has shown their
keen interest in importing
germplasm from Pakistan
and exchange of scientists
can benefit both countries.

The delegation visited Ec-

otoxicology program, Food
Sciences Institute (FSRI),
Insect Pest Management
Program (IPMP), Biore-
sources Conservation Insti-
tute (BCI), Agricultural and
Biological Engineering In-
stitute (ABEI), and National
Institute of Genomics and

Advanced Blotechnology
(NIGAB).Chairman, PARC
briefed the delegation regard-
ing each research institute.

During their visit to ec-
otoxicology labs, it was
told that the lab which is
1SO17025 accredited and
its results are worldwide

accepted. The Honorable
Uzbek Minister took keen
interest in the state-of-the-
art equipment. The labs of
“Food Science Research

Institute” are carrying
out wide range of food re-
lated testes, the visitors
were told. The delegation

showed keen interest in
Quality testing of Grains
especially Rice testing
through software operat-
ed grain scanner with data
management.

Later, the delegation was
described the R&D activi-
ties of IPMP viz. biological
control, development of
bio pesticides, developing
resistant varieties against
insect pests and manage-
ment of quarantine pests
like fruit flies.

The visitors took deep
interest in mechanism of
dissemination of Biological
control agents to farmers,
design and protocol of in-
sect mass rearing facilities.
Another area of their inter-
est was the management
of fruit flies by the sterile
insect technique (SIT) and
melon fly, which is a se-
rious pest in Uzbekistan
and they extended their
interest for scientific and
technical cooperation in
the areas of pest control.

Shusha enters renaissance
era, says Hikmat Hajiyev

try’s cultural capital according to the relevant decree

“Shusha - cultural capital
of Azerbaijan enters era
of renaissance, revival and
reconstruction after 30 years
long dark days under Armenian

occupation and vandalism”

BAKU: Presidential aide Hikmat Hajiyev has
stated that Azerbaijan’s cultural capital Shu-
sha enters an era of renaissance. He shared a
video from the liberated Shusha on his official
Twitter page on March 2. “Shusha - cultural
capital of Azerbaijan enters era of renaissance,
revival and reconstruction after 30 years long
dark days under Armenian occupation and van-
dalism,” he wrote. Shusha was occupied by Ar-
menian forces on May 8, 1992, and was the last
of Azerbaijan’s cities to be liberated from
the Armenian occupation in the
war that lasted from September

27 to November 10, 2020.

It is among the first liberated
cities that are being recon-
structed. On May 7, Shusha
city was declared the coun-

signed by President Ilham Aliyev.

Azerbaijan also started developing tourism in its liberated
territories and the event presented the tourism potential
of the Karabakh region, particularly Shusha city at an in-
ternational exhibition Arabian Travel Market 2021 in Du-
bai, the UAE. Currently, the work is underway to restore
Azerbaijan’s liberated lands. Azerbaijan will rebuild its
recently liberated areas in four stages The initial stage

‘x--'u-., 1ncludes the solution of the issues of governance and

- & security, infrastructure, while the subsequent

/ Shu

stages include the solution of the issues of social
services activities, reconstruction, and develop-
ment of the economy. President IlhamAliyev in
one of his interviews last year stated that a new
housing complex for 25 houses will be built with-
in a year, a maximum of one and a half years,
and it will be possible already to return people to
sha. In 2021, Azerbaijan allocated $1.5 billion
for the reconstruction of liberated territories,
followed by AZN 2.2 billion ($1.2 billion)
in 2022. These funds will be used
primarily to restore infrastruc-
ture (electricity, gas, water,
communications, roads, edu-
cation, health, and so on) as
well as cultural and historical
monuments. - DNA

Ex post-facto sanctions
for ITTMS Torkham,
Chaman approved

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Planning Develop-
ment & Special Initiatives
Asad Umar Thursday ap-
proved two agenda items
of the board meeting of
National Logistics Cell
(NLC) including the adop-
tion of audited financial
statements (2020-2021)
and ex-post facto sanctions
for procurement of securi-
ty and ICT equipment for
Integrated Transit Trade
Management System (ITT-
MS) Torkham and Chaman.
The items were approved
during 65th meeting of the
National Logistics Board
(NLB) held on Wednes-
day. Federal Minister for
Planning, Development
& Special Initiatives Asad
Umar chaired the meet-
ing which was attended by
Quartermaster  General,
DG NLC, Secretary Min-

istry of PD&SI and other
board members. Director
General, NLC briefed the
participants about the op-
erational, administrative
and financial matters of the
organization with special
reference to the accom-
plished tasks and future
development plans of NLC.
The Board was apprised
that while focusing on the
core business of logistics as
guided by the Chairman and
the Board in year 2020-21,
NLC has posted net profit
of Rs 5-7 billion as com-
pared to Rs700 million in
year 2018-19. The profit ra-
tio has been 12% being the
highest one in last year.

The board was further in-
formed that an additional
150 vehicles have been
booked enhancing the fleet
size up to 900. Moreover,
200 additional vehicles
are planned in FY-2022-
23 that would increase
the fleet size to 1100.

security measures tightened around Kyiv

Piles of sand, sandbag barricades used for blocking roads, wooden crates, and bricks piled high
along with the Czech hedgehog tank barriers and concrete columns were placed on the

KYIV: Security measures were tightened
around the main streets in Ukraine’s capi-
tal Kyiv as the Russia-Ukraine war entered
its eighth day on Thursday. Around Maidan
Nezalezhnosti, the iconic central Independ-
ence Square of Kyiv located on Khreshchatyk
Street in the Shevchenko region, a number
of armed soldiers were seen patrolling the
makeshift checkpoints on the streets.

Piles of sand, sandbag barricades used for
blocking roads, wooden crates, and bricks
piled high along with the Czech hedgehog
tank barriers and concrete columns were
placed on the main streets of Kyiv, a city of
3 million people, as part of the measures.
Ukrainians have been using old cars and
big metal garbage carts to erect barri-
cades and improvised checkpoints to
block the roads amid Russian attacks.
They have also been digging deep trenches
and erecting barriers with giant truck tires
topped with sand, with a blue-yellow nation-

main streets of Kyiv, a city of 3 million people, as part of the measures

EU must prepare for
millions of refugees

BRUSSELS: EU Commissioner for Home Affairs Ylva Johansson said on Thursday
that the EU must prepare to host millions of Ukrainian refugees as Russia's war on
Ukraine continues. “It is a dangerous situation with the developments in Ukraine, we
have to prepare for millions of refugees to come to the European Union,” Johansson
told reporters ahead of the meeting of EU justice and interior ministers. She said she
expected “a strong solidarity from all the member states towards the refugees but also
towards the member states that are most affected.” Johansson praised the work of
local authorities and volunteers for helping the refugees after returning from her visit
to Slovakia and Romania. “This is really a moment to be proud of being European, but
this is also a moment for strong decisions,” she warned. Johansson stressed that “al-
ready almost 1 million are here” and the bloc has to provide legal status and funding
to host them. On Wednesday, the European Commission proposed to grant temporary
protection to all Ukrainian refugees with a right to residence, education, work, and
social welfare. The protection status would be valid for a year, with a possibility to
extend twice for another six months depending on the situation in Ukraine. — Agencies

al flag waving above them. While similar
checkpoints were seen across the entire
city, main bridges except a few have been
closed to traffic. Vehicles are stopped at the
checkpoints for ID and documents check-
up by a mixture of armed volunteers of the
Territorial Defense structure, active police
officers, and Ukrainian soldiers who guard
these barricades. Some checkpoints are
also guarded with armored military vehicles
with a cannon, mainly covered by a green
camouflage tarpaulin. Kyiv is under curfew
from 5 p.m. to 8 a.m. local time (1500 to
0600GMT) every day to ensure the safety
of people and more effective defense from
Russian forces and sabotage groups. “The
Ukrainian army and Ukrainian people are
real heroes! The Russian terrorists who
came to our land felt it! The truth with us,
the whole world with us, the victory with
us!” Ukraine’s Defense Minister Oleksii
Reznikov tweeted on Thursday. —

Agencies

NEws DESK

BAKU: Some 3,000 Azerbai-
jani citizens left Ukraine for
Moldova on March 3, Azer-
baijani ambassador to Mol-
dova Gudsi Osmanov has
said. At 1300 Baku time on
March 3, another 174 Azer-
baijani citizens will fly home
from the airport of the Ro-
manian city of lasi.

“Thus, two planes with our
citizens evacuated from
Ukraine will land in Azer-
baijan today [March 3]. One
plane will land in Baku in the
afternoon and the other in
the evening,” Osmanov add-
ed. Earlier, the Azerbaijani
State Committee on Work
with Diaspora has reported
that some 1,100 Azerbaija-
ni citizens are on their way
from Kyiv to Moldova.
Azerbaijanis left Ukraine’s
Kyiv city by train and headed
to Ukraine’s Mohyliv-Podil-
skyi city, which borders Mol-
dova on March 2, the commit-
tee added. “The Azerbaijani
citizens, who faced a seri-
ous threat due to the tense
situation in Ukraine, got on
the train in Kyiv without
tickets and on a first-come,
first-served basis,” the re-
port added. - APP

Turkey’s
inflation hits
54.44 pct

ANKARA: Turkey’s annual
inflation rose by 54.44 per-
cent in February, the highest
since 2002, the Turkish Sta-
tistical Institute announced
on Thursday. The country’s
consumer prices soared 4.81
percent month on month in
February, according to the
data. Meanwhile, the pro-
ducer price index increased
by 7.22 percent on a month-
ly basis, with an annual rise
of 105.01 percent.

In February, the highest
annual price increase was
in transport with 75.75 per-
cent, followed by furnish-
ings and household equip-
ment with 64.83 percent
and food and non-alcoholic
beverage with 64.47 per-
cent. The country’s annual
inflation rate was 48.69 per-
cent in January. Turkey has
been struggling with elevat-
ed inflation, which puts pres-
sure on its population with
rising living costs. — APP

500,000
people on

flood alert
in Sydney

SYDNEY: Around 500,000
people in Sydney and its
surrounding areas  had
by Thursday been told to
evacuate or prepare to flee
floodwaters as torrential
rain lashed an extraordinar-
ily long stretch of the Aus-
tralian east coast.

Rivers were rising in Aus-
tralia’s most populous city,
home to 5 million, with New
South Wales” State Emer-
gency Services Minister
Steph Cooke warning of
“treacherous weather con-
ditions” over the next 24
hours. Australia’s Bureau
of Meteorology warned of
life-threatening flash flood-
ing and damaging winds
with peak gusts in excess
of 90 kilometers (56 miles)
an hour. Major flooding
was expected along sev-
eral rivers in and around
Sydney. Dozens of suburbs
were on high alert.—- APP
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Briefs

Donald
Blome next
US envoy to

Pakistan:

Senate

WASHINGTON The Unit-
~ed  States
Senate has
 confirmed
the appoint-
ment of Don-
ald Blome, a
career foreign service of-
ficer, as the next US Ambas-
sador to Pakistan. Confirm-
ing Blome’s appointment,
the US State Department
said: “Partnership with Pa-
kistan is key to progress on
regional security, trade and
investment, the climate cri-
sis and human rights.”

A Middle East expert,
Blome is currently the US
Ambassador to Tunisia. He
has served US diplomatic
missions in Kabul, Jerusa-
lem, Cairo, Baghdad and Ku-
wait. Blome’s appointment
comes some four years af-
ter Ambassador David Hale
completed his three-year
term in Islamabad and left
for Washington to take over
as undersecretary of state
for political affairs.

In 2021, Hale joined the
Woodrow Wilson Interna-
tional Centre for Scholars,
a Washington-based think-
tank, as a Distinguished
Diplomatic Fellow on detail
from the State Department.
Pakistan’s Ambassador to
the United States, Asad
Majeed Khan, congratu-
lated Ambassador Blome
upon the confirmation of
his new stint, saying, “we
look forward to working
closely with him in further
strengthening Pakistan-US
partnership.” - Agencies

Iran releases
campaigner
after over
week in jail
PARIS: Iran has released a
prominent freedom of ex-
pression campaigner who
was jailed for over a week
as parliament prepares to
further restrict internet
freedom, activists and his
family said Thursday. Hos-
sein Ronaghi, a journalist
and rights activist, van-
ished on February 23 and
was then held in Tehran’s
Evin prison where he went

on hunger strike.

But he was released on
bail late on Wednesday, his
brother Hassan wrote on
social media channels. Ron-
aghi was detained a day after
tweeting on February 22 a
lengthy thread denouncing
the so-called “User Protec-
tion Bill” which he said had
been ordered by supreme
leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei. UN human rights ex-
perts on Tuesday issued a
statement urging Iran not to
adopt the legislation, which
they said would “effectively
isolate the country from the
global internet”.

A dozen rights groups, in-
cluding freedom of expres-
sion group Article 19 and
the Committee to Protect
Journalists (CPJ), issued
a joint statement welcom-
ing Ronaghi’s release but
expressed concern that he
still appeared to be charged.
They said Ronaghi had been
informed through his law-
yer while in detention that
he was charged with propa-
ganda against the state and
seeking to disturb national
security. - APP

All Chinese
citizens
evacuated

from Ukraine

BEIJING: More than 3,000
Chinese citizens have been
safely moved from Ukraine
to neighboring countries,
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin
said on Thursday. Chinese
foreign ministry and the
Chinese Embassy are eval-
uating safety risks and de-
ploying all available means
to help Chinese citizens
evacuate, a process which
is already proceeding in an
orderly manner, he said dur-
ing his regular briefing.
Nearly all Chinese nationals
have been evacuated from
Ukraine as of Thursday af-
ternoon, the Chinese Em-
bassy in Ukraine confirmed
to the Global Times, saying
that the Ukrainian govern-
ment has arranged a special
train for the evacuation of
180 Chinese students in
Kharkiv. - APP

PM stresses on following
Prophet (PBUH)’s principles

Imran Khan said the Authority would also promote research on Seerat-un-Nabi
(SAWW) to prevent mlsconceptlons about Islam from spreading globally

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan
on Thursday said to ensure human rights
and socio-welfare norms, following the
footsteps of Prophet Muhammad (Peace
be upon Him) was the best way to achieve
the goals. Addressing here at an event of
the Rehmatul Lil Alameen Authority be-
coming fully functional, he said a journey
of transformation towards morality and
ethics would help the nation emerge as a
strong entity in the world.

The prime minister said one of the main
reasons for establishing the Rehmatul Lil
Alameen Authority was to guide the young
generation about the glowing teachings of
Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon Him)
for real success in this world and hereafter.
He said the last address of the Proph-
et (PBUH) was the Charter of Human
Rights that focused on the rights and re-
sponsibility towards each other.

He emphasized the importance of charac-
ter-building of the new generation, adding
that a morally strong society never allowed
the powerful and elite to plunder the public

money through corruption. He mentioned
that corruption led to the downfall of a na-
tion and regretted that the society had ac-
cepted the corrupt practices and failed to
distinguish between right and wrong. Imran
Khan said the cases of rape and child abuse
were increasing in the country, while the
families of victims were reluctant to report.
He stressed the need for the involvement
of various segments of society to join

hands against sex crimes by promoting
the culture of ethics and morality.

The prime minister said the Rehmatul Lil
Alameen Authority had been made func-
tional, where the scholars would play their
role in educating the society about the
teachings of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).
He expressed confidence that the schol-
ars of the Council of Islamic Ideology and
Islamic International University would im-

mensely contribute to the Authority with
their positive intellectual input.

Imran Khan said the Authority would
also promote research on Seerat-un-Na-
bi (SAWW) to prevent misconceptions
about Islam from spreading globally. He
mentioned that national health insurance
card and Ehsaas programmes with shel-
ter homes and soup kitchens were the
best steps towards attaining the goal of a
socio-welfare State. Federal Minister for
Religious Affairs Pir Noor ul Haq Qadri said
following the glowing teachings of Prophet
Muhammad (Peace be upon Him) was the
right way to attain the blessings of Almighty.
He said socio-economic equality and jus-
tice were the basic foundations of a welfare
State and mentioned that Prime Minister
Imran Khan’s vision to emulate the State
of Medina was a sincerest effort for the
betterment of the people of Pakistan. The
National Rehmatul Lil Alameen Authority
(NRA) was set up last year under Prime
Minister Imran Khan’s vision in line with
Islam’s first socio-welfare State of Medina.
Another objective of the Authority is to
provide global awareness on Islamophobia
and to take practical steps in this regard.

PM Imran not
worried at all',
says Elahi

LAHORE: Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi, lead-
er of the Pakistan Muslim League-Quaid
(PML-Q), said on Thursday that Prime
Minister Imran Khan was "not worried at
all" about a possible no-confidence move
against him by the opposition. Pervaiz,
who was speaking to the media in Lahore,
made this remark in response to a report-
er's question referring to a statement by
his son, Water Resources Minister Moonis
Elahi, regarding the opposition stepping
up efforts and approaching PML-Q leaders
to seek their support for tabling a no-con-
fidence motion against the prime minister.
After Maulana Fazlur Rehman, who heads
the Pakistan Democratic Movement
(PDM), an anti-government alliance of op-
position parties, announced on February 11
that they would be tabling a no-confidence
motion against the government, multiple
leaders from opposition parties have been
holding meetings with PML-Q's Elahi and
his brother, Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain.

The PML-Q, which is an ally of the PTI
government in the Centre and Punjab, has
assumed much more importance since op-
position parties stepped up efforts to dis-
lodge the government through a no-trust
move. In order for such a move to succeed,
the opposition would require PML-Q's
votes in the National Assembly. - DNA
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Chaudhry Muhammad Sarwar. — DNA

s talks with

Kenyan leadership

RAWALPINDI: Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee (CJCSC),
Thursday said Pakistan accords high importance
to its long-standing relations with Kenya and be-
lieves that both countries would develop meaning-
ful and longterm strategic relationship through
enhanced bilateral engagements especially rela-
tions in the field of defence and security.

The CJCSC, who is on an official visit to Kenya,
made these remarks during his wide-ranging
talks held on bilateral defence cooperation with
dignitaries from Kenya Defence Forces, which
included Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Defence,
Eugene Ludovic Wamalwa, Chief of Defence
Forces, General Robert Kariuki Kibochi,
mander Kenya Army, Lieutenant General Walter
R. Koipaton, Commander Kenya Air Force Major
General John Mugaravai and Commander Ken-

General Nadeem Raza

Com-

yan Navy Ma]or General Jimson Longiro Mutai, said an Inter Services Public Relations
(ISPR) news release here received. Besides security and defence cooperation, matters
related to enhancing the level and scope of bilateral military engagements in various
fields were discussed during separately held meetings, it added. Both sides reaffirmed
their commitment for strengthening and enhancing existing defence and security re-
lationship between the friendly countries. Kenyan dignitaries remained appreciative
of the high professional standards of Pakistan Armed Forces, their achievements in
fight against terrorism and continued efforts for regional peace and stability specially
for peace in Afghanistan. Earlier upon arrival at Kenya Defence Headquarters, a smartly
turned out contingent presented Guard of Honour to CJCSC General Nadeem Raza. - DNA

India given one
more chance to hire
lawyer for Jadhav

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad High
Court (IHC) on Thursday instructed
the government to grant one more op-
portunity to India for its response in a
case seeking appointment of a lawyer
to contest the appeal of its spy Kulbhu-
shan Jadhav against his death penalty
in line with the International Court of
Justice’s (ICJ) decision.

Attorney General for Pakistan (AGP)
Khalid Jawed Khan informed the IHC'’s larg-
er bench that according to an act passed by
the Parliament, the Law Ministry could file
a petition requesting the court to appoint a
lawyer for Kulbhushan as India seemed to
be not interested in that regard.

India, in fact, wanted to get the judicial
proceedings stopped so that it could
again approach the ICJ, he added. Paki-
stan had given consular access to Kulbhu-
shan many times, the AGP said.

Chief Justice Athar Minallah observed that
the court would ensure a fair trial in the
case. If the court reached a conclusion that
the spy was not handed out the capital pen-

alty in accordance with law then it would
set aside the decision, he added.

The chief justice asked that how the pro-
ceedings could now be proceeded as Pa-
kistan had already given multiple chanc-
es to India to hire a counsel. India could
approach the IHC, he said.

The attorney general said the court’s de-
cision was also shared with Kulbhushan
Jadhav. If India was not interested then the
court on its own should appoint a lawyer.
India was not even satisfied with the
act passed by the Parliament in that
regard, he added. The court observed
that India might have misunderstood
the matter and thus it should be given
one more chance to hire a lawyer.

The AGP said India had adopted a stance in
the ICJ that its citizen (spy) was not being
given the right of appeal, but now it was not
availing that right. India had been wrongly
interpreting the ICJ verdict, he added. Jus-
tice Miangul Hassan Aurangzeb remarked
that the Law Ministry could itself appoint a
counsel for Kulbhushan Jadhav. - APP

Pak Navy foils Indian submarine’s attempt

The last such incident was reported in October 2021 when the navy
detected and blocked an Indian submarine from entering Pakistani waters

STAFF REPORT

RAWALPINDI: The Pakistan Navy inter-
cepted and tracked an Indian submarine
on March 1 (Tuesday), the military’s media
affairs wing said on Thursday.

In a tweet, Inter-Services Public Relations
(ISPR) Director General Maj Gen Babar
Iftikhar said that the navy’s anti-submarine
unit intercepted and tracked the “latest
Kalvari class Indian submarine”.

“The recent incident being the fourth de-
tection in [the] last five years is [a] reflec-
tion of Pakistan Navy’s competence and
resolve to defend maritime frontiers of Pa-
kistan,” he said on Twitter, sharing video
footage of the submarine.

In a detailed statement, Gen Iftikhar said
the Indian Navy deployed its submarine
against Pakistan with “ulterior motives”.
“However, yet again through contin-
uous vigilance and professionalism,
Pakistan Navy has foiled [the] Indian
submarine’s attempt of entering into

Pakistani waters,” he said. “During
prevailing security environment and
ongoing Pakistan Navy Exercise SEA-

SPARK-22, the possibility of Indian unit
lurking into Pakistan maritime zone for
reconnaissance and gathering informa-
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tion on exercise was anticipated.
“Therefore, strict monitoring watch and
stringent vigilance procedures were en-
forced. Resultantly, Pakistan Navy an-
ti-submarine warfare unit took the lead
and prematurely intercepted and tracked
the latest Indian submarine Kalvari on
March 1,” he said.

The last such incident was reported in
October 2021 when the navy detected
and blocked an Indian submarine from
entering Pakistani waters.

The UN Convention on Law of Sea does
not allow a state to carry out manoeuvres
or exercises in the exclusive economic
zone (EEZ) and in the continental shelf of
another coastal state without its consent.
EEZ signifies an area of coastal water and
seabed within a certain distance of a coun-
try’s coastline that cannot be entered with-
out permission or prior information.

The area of Pakistan’s territorial wa-
ters is 12 nautical miles while its sea-
bed territory (EEZ) grew to 290,000
square kilometres in 2015.

Pakistan,
Indiavowto
implement
Indus Water
Treaty

SAIFULLAH

ISLAMABAD: The 117th
meeting of the India-Paki-
stan Permanent Indus Com-
mission (PIC) was held in
Islamabad from 1-3 March,
2022. Under the relevant pro-
visions of the Indus Waters
Treaty (IWT) 1960, the meet-
ing takes place alternatively
in Pakistan and India annu-
ally. The Indian delegation
comprising ten members was
headed by the Indian Com-
missioner for Indus Waters
Mr. P. K. Saxena, while Paki-
stan’s delegation was led by
Pakistan Commissioner for
Indus Waters, Syed Muham-
mad Mehar Ali Shah.

The entire gamut of waterre-
lated issues between Pakistan
and India were discussed in
the meeting. Pakistan reiterat-
ed its observations on the Kiru
Hydroelectric project (HEP)
located upstream river Chenab
and India’s new run-of-the-river
small HEPs on Western rivers.
Response to Pakistan’s objec-
tions to Indian projects includ-
ing Pakal Dul and Lower Kalnai
was also sought. The Indian
side was also urged to commu-
nicate advance flood-flow infor-
mation as per the provisions of
the Treaty and the practice in
vogue since 1989 until 2018.
Both sides reiterated their
commitment to implement the
Indus Waters Treaty in its true
spirit and expressed the hope
that the next meeting of the
Commission would be held at
an early date in India.

‘Kulbhushan’s
arrest
‘testimony’
of India’s
terrorism’

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister for
Information and Broadcast-
ing Chaudhry Fawad Hus-
sain Thursday said India’s
involvement in carrying out
terrorist activities in Paki-
stan was confirmed once
again when its spy Kulbhu-
shan Jadhav, a serving Navy
officer, was arrested from
Balochistan six years ago.
In a tweet, the minister said
Pakistan Army had arrested
Kulbhushan six years ago this
day, who was the mastermind
behind the incidents of ter-
rorism that took place in dif-
ferent areas of Balochistan
province and Karachi.

“This arrest proves once
again that there is India’s
hand behind terrorism in Pa-
kistan,” the minister said.

In November 2021, Pakistan’s
Parliament enacted a law to
give Jadhav the right to file a
review appeal against his con-
viction by the military court.
The International Court of
Justice (Review and Re-con-
sideration) Act of 2021 of Pa-
kistan allowed Jadhav to chal-
lenge his conviction in the
high court through a review
process which was a require-
ment of the ICJ verdict. India
has said the the law “simply
codifies” the “shortcomings”
of a previous ordinance and
that Islamabad has “failed”
to create an atmosphere to
ensure a fair trial in the case.

Romanian

helicopter,

fighter jet
crashes
kill eight

BUCHAREST: Romania’s mil-
itary was mourning Thursday
separate helicopter and fight-
er jet crashes in bad weather
near the Black Sea that killed
eight personnel in its deadli-
est incident in years. The EU
country is on the front line in
strengthening NATO’s eastern
flank following Russia’s inva-
sion of neighbouring Ukraine
and has seen US and Europe-
an military reinforcements ar-
rive in recent weeks. The IAR
330-Puma helicopter crashed
on Wednesday in the area of
Gura Dobrogei, 11 kilometres
(seven miles) from an airfield,
the defence ministry said.

All seven aboard, aged be-
tween 27 and 53, were killed.
The helicopter had been
searching for a missing Sovi-
et-era MiG 21 LanceR fighter
jet, which lost contact and
disappeared from the radar
while on air patrol. The miss-
ing jet was found overnight,
having crashed near Cogealac,
an uninhabited area near the
Black Sea, the defence minis-
try said. The 31-year-old pilot
died, it added. - APP
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