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dies at the age of 52
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Swiss, Azeri envoys condemn blast

57 martyred in

mosque explosion

President, PM, Shaikh Rashid, CM KP
Mahmood Khan terms the incident tragic;

L

PESHAWAR: A view of Masjid Kucha Risaldar blast spot. — APP

Suamim SHaHID / DNA

PESHAWAR / ISLAMABAD: A pow-
erful explosion inside a mosque here
Friday martyred at least 57 worshi-
pers and injured nearly 200 at Kocha
Risaldar near Qissa Khwani bazar,
Lady Reading Hospital spokesman,
Muhammad Asim said. Swish Ambas-
sador to Pakistan Mr. Benedict in his
Twitter message condemned the blast
and expressed solidarity with the vic-

Talking to media persons here
spokesman said that 30 bodies

He said conditions of 15 patients

in hospital and doctors on leave

Special Assistant to the

tims’ families. Ambassador of Azer-

baijan Khazar Farhadov in his Twitter

Briefs

Japanese
envoy
EXDresses
condolence

DNA

ISLAMABAD: WADA Mit-
suhiro, Am-
bassador
of Japan to
Pakistan,
\ . strongly con-
- ‘A demns the
bomb blast in the mosque in
Peshawar today and has ex-
pressed deep grief and sor-
row over the loss of precious
human lives in the tragic
incident. The Ambassador
also offers its heartfelt sym-
pathy to those wounded in
the attacks and wish their
early recovery. Japan accus-
es terrorism in all its forms
and manifestations, commit-
ted for whatever purposes,
and reiterates that no act of
terrorism can be justified.

Barrister
Saif, Kamran
meet victims

BUrReAU REPORT

Special Assis-
tant to the
Chief Minis-
I ter Minister
for Informa-
. tion and Pub-
_ e lic Relations,
Barrister Muhammad Ali
Saif and Minister for Higher
Education, Kamran Bangash
visited Lady Reading Hospi-
tal where and inquired after
health of the injured blast
victims. They visited differ-
ent wards of the hospital
and met with injured. They
directed hospital administra-
tion to provide best medical
treatment to the patients.

Holiday Notice

The offices of daily
Islamabad POST shall

remain closed on Saturday
on account of weekly off
therefore there will be no
newspaper on Sunday.

- Editor

Continued on Page 06

message also condemned the incident
and share grief of the victim families.

brought to the hospital and 50 injured.
critical. Emergency has been enforced
called for duties. Police said the explo-
sion ripped through a central mosque at

Kocha Risaldar at Qissa Khwani where
people were gathered for Friday prayers.

culprits to brought to justice

Blast part
of ‘big
conspiracy’

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Chaudhry
Fawad Hussain Friday said the
Peshawar blast, which claimed the
lives of dozens of innocent peo-
ple, was part of a ‘big conspiracy
against the country and vowed to
thwart all inimical designs of the
anti-state elements effectively.

“In the past, we have effectively
tackled such conspiracies, and now
too by the grace of Allah Almighty,
the enemies of Pakistan will fail,”
the minister said in a tweet.
Meanwhile, in a statement, Fawad
strongly condemned the blast and
expressed grief over the loss of pre-
cious lives in the tragic incident.
He prayed for the departed souls
and the early recovery of the in-
jured. The minister said the inves-
tigation into the incident was being
carried out, following which its de-
tails would be made public.
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Amb. Sajjad
visits special
economic zone
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ISLAMABAD: President Dr. Arif Alvi welcoming the President of Uzbekistan Mr. Shavkat
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Mirziyoyev on his arrival at Aiwan-e-Sadr. — DNA

Russian strike
on Chernihiv

leaves 47 dead

Top Russian general killed; Russia
seizes Europe’s biggest nuclear
plant; top Russian general killed

Uzbek
President
wraps up
2-day visit

It was

Mirziyoyev’s first
visit to Pakistan

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: President of Uzbek-
istan returned home Friday at the
conclusion of his two-day state vis-
it to Islamabad. The Uzbek presi-
dent during his stay in the capital
met President Dr Arif Alvi and
Prime Minister Imran Khan.

Editorial on Page 5

Long march to continue
till ending govt: Bilawal

7S

STAFF REPORT

KHANEWAL: Pakistan People’'s Party
(PPP) Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari
said that their long march will not stop till
ending the Imran led government.

Bilawal after reaching Khanewal addressed
the party workers and participants of his
Karachi to Islamabad long march on Friday
evening. Just before his speech, a can-drone
hit Aseefa Bhutto who got injured at for
head and immediately shifted to Multan for
medical treatment. Bilawal told the work-
ers that the daughter of Shaheed Bibi is so

Continued on Page 06

Aseefa
hit by drone
camera

STAFF REPORT

KHANEWAL: PPP leader Aseefa Bhu-
tto-Zardari was injured after a drone
camera struck her at the party’s an-
ti-government march in Punjab’s Khan-
ewal on Friday, video footage aired on
television showed. The video showed
Aseefa, who was standing atop a con-
tainer alongside her brother and PPP
chief Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari, lurching
backwards as she attempted in vain to
get out of the drone’s way.

The drone, which was mounted with a
camera, was being used for the media
coverage of the march, media reported,
adding that Aseefa went inside the con-
tainer after the device hit her.
Following the incident, Bilawal’s secu-
rity staff got hold of the drone opera-
tor, according to media, which quoted
Bilawal as saying that it was not clear
whether the incident was an accident
or the consequence of a deliberate act.

A number of agreements and
Memoranda of Understanding
were signed between the two coun-
tries during the visit of the Uzbek
president. President Mirziyoyev
marked the historic commemora-
tion of the 30th anniversary of the
establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions between Pakistan and Uzbek-
istan. Pakistan and Uzbekistan are
linked through a common faith,
shared history and cultural affini-
ties. The two countries have been
closely collaborating at regional
and international fora, especially
at the UN, OIC, ECO, and SCO.

US official
meets Afghans

in UAE

News DESK

DUBALI: A senior United States
diplomat apologised to thousands
of Afghans stranded in the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates and promised
to speed repatriation for some to
the US, months after the fall of
Kabul to the Taliban last year.

While pledging to do all his gov-
ernment could, the diplomat who
spoke to journalists on Friday after
speaking to the Afghans, acknowl-
edged still not being able to an-
swer what would happen to some

Continued on Page 06

CENTRELINE REPORT

CHERNIHIV: Forty-seven people have
been killed following a Russian air strike
in the northern Ukrainian city of Cherni-
hiv, regional authorities said Friday.

“On March 3, 47 people (38 men and
9 women) were killed by a Russian air
strike on a residential area in Cherni-
hiv,” local authorities said on Facebook.
Russian invasion forces also seized
Europe’s biggest nuclear power plant
on Friday in what Washington called a
reckless assault that risked catastro-
phe, although a blaze in a training
building was extinguished and officials
said the facility was now safe.

Combat raged elsewhere in Ukraine as
Russianforces surrounded and bombarded

Continued on Page 06

NATO rejects
Ukraine
no-fly zone

BRUSSELS: NATO allies rejected
Ukraine’s demand for no-fly zones on
Friday, saying they were increasing
support but that stepping in directly
would lead to a broader, even more
brutal European war so far limited
to Russia’s assault on its neighbour.
Ukraine, a former Soviet republic
that wants to join the European Un-
ion and Western military alliance
NATO, is not a currently a member
of either. Support so far has come

Continued on Page 06

Ukraine crisis: Saudi
MBS offers to mediate

NEws DESK

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman said on Thurs-
day that the Kingdom was ready to
exert all efforts to mediate between
parties in the Ukrainian conflict.
Speaking during a phone call with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin, Prince
Mohammed “clarified the Kingdom’s
stated position” and said it supports
efforts that leads to a political solution
to end the crisis and achieves security
and stability, Saudi Press Agency re-
ported.

“With regard to the impact of the
Ukraine crisis on energy markets, he

reiterated the Kingdom’s keenness to
maintain the oil market’s balance and
stability,” the statement said.

Prince Mohammed also stressed the
role of the OPEC+ agreement in this
and the importance of maintaining it.
The two sides also discussed relations
between their two countries and ways
of enhancing them in various fields.
The crown prince also spoke to Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy of Ukraine
and during their phone call affirmed
the Kingdom'’s support for everything
that contributes to de-escalating the
crisis and its readiness to mediate, and
Saudi Arabia’s support for all interna-
tional efforts aimed at resolving the
crisis politically.

European Union and those countries that signed the letter ‘behaved in a
non-diplomatic’ manner; Danish ambassador’s Tweet was ‘unnecessary’

Pakistan requests for

StAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has expressed
deep concern over the
press release issued by
the European Union
(EU) Pakistan. Foreign
Office spokesman Asim
Iftikhar Ahmed said in
a weekly press briefing 4“0 A
on Friday that “it is not right to use such
language against any country.” He ex-
pressed concern over the use of non-dip-
lomatic language in press releases against
Pakistan. He said that embassies of Euro-
pean countries should not be part of such
a move. “This attitude is unacceptable.
Pakistan has conveyed its concern to Eu-
ropean embassies,” he said. The Foreign
Office spokesman said that Pakistan had
met the ambassadors of different coun-
tries and protested against it.

In a joint press release issued on March

2, EU representatives in Islamabad
called on Pakistan to condemn Russia’s
ongoing actions against Ukraine.

The Foreign Minister is also reaching out
to his counterparts as I noted in my open-
ing remarks. He spoke to the Hungarian
Foreign Minister today and will be talking
to other counterparts in coming days.
Responding to reporters, he said that
Pakistani embassies in Ukraine, Hunga-
ry and Poland were working hard for the
evacuation of Pakistani migrants from
war-torn areas. He said that Pakistan
was committed to the basic principles
of the United Nations Charter: the right
of the people to self-determination, non-
use or threat of use of force, the sover-
eignty of states and territorial integrity
and conflict. He added that these prin-
ciples should be universally respected.
Responding to a question about Danish
ambassador’s Tweet, he said, ‘I think
it is a tricky tool - the social media
platforms and one has to be careful in

‘humanitarian corridor’

ISLAMABAD: As many as 1,470 Pakistani students have been evacuat-
ed from Ukraine, Pakistan’s ambassador in the war-hit country Dr Noel
Khokhar said on Friday. Sharing details of the evacuation of Pakistani
nationals from Ukraine, he said two students are on the Hungary border
and will be evacuated as soon as possible. The envoy said the embassy
has safely evacuated 98 per cent of the Pakistanis from Ukraine. “Now
only those few (around 30) Pakistanis are left in Ukraine who are stuck
in areas of intense fight,” he added. He said he has approached both
Ukraine and Russia with a request to open “a humanitarian corridor” to
enable the embassy to evacuate the remaining Pakistanis.

On March 3, Foreign Minister Shah Mahmood Qureshi held a telephonic con-
versation with Vice President of the European Commission and High Rep-
resentative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
Josep Borell. The two exchanged views on the current situation in Ukraine
and the Emergency Session of the United Nations General Assembly.

FM Qureshi recalled that Prime Minister Imran Khan had regretted the lat-
est situation between Russia and Ukraine, and had shared Pakistan’s hope
that diplomacy could avert military conflict. - DNA

using them. Our Ambassadors also use
twitter abroad, but I think we use that
in a responsible manner and the impor-
tant thing is that there are always cer-
tain diplomatic norms and protocols
that we understand are to be followed.
It is not usual diplomatic practice to
say such things through media, and we
have made that clear’.

The Foreign Office spokesman added
that Pakistan was deeply concerned
about the recent developments. He
hoped that all efforts would be made
to avoid further escalation of military
and political and economic tensions,
including violence and loss of life,
which could pose an unprecedented
threat to international peace and se-
curity and global economic stability.
He hoped that the talks between the
representatives of the Russian Feder-
ation and Ukraine would be successful
in ending hostilities and normalizing
the situation.
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delegation. Renowned journalist Mazhar Barlas is also seen in the picture. — DNA

Ehsan Bhutta
posted new
commissioner
Gujranwala

Yoosur Baurta

GUJRAT: The Punjab gov-
ernment on  Thursday
transferred secretary im-
plementation and coordina-
tion wing of the Services
and General Administration
Department (S & GAD)Mr.
Ehsan Bhutta and posted
him as the Gujranwala di-
vision commissioner in his
own scale and pay against a
vacant post.

Messages
pour in after
Peshawar
blast

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Following
the deadly suicide attack
in Peshawar on Friday,
condemnations pour from
across the country includ-
ing political parties. A pow-
erful bomb exploded inside
mosque in the city of Pesha-
war on Friday, martyring at
least 30 worshippers and
wounding some 80 others,
many of them critically.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Minister for Higher Edu-
cation Kamran Bangash
said on social networking
site Twitter that he had
reviewed the situation and
inquire after the health of
those injured in the blast
at Lady Reading Hospital
(LRH). On the other hand,
country’s political leader-
ship strongly condemned
the terrorist activity in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.
President Dr Arif Alvi con-
demned the blast at Jamia
Masjid Imamia at Qissa Kha-
wani Bazaar in Peshawar and
expressed deep sorrow over
the loss of precious lives. The
President expressed sym-
pathy to the families of the
martyrs and prayed for the
forgiveness of the martyrs
and prayed for speedy recov-
ery of the injured.

Prime  Minister Imran
Khan has also strongly
condemned the Peshawar
blast. While expressing
regret over the loss of pre-
cious lives and directed im-
mediate medical aid to the
injured and demanded a re-
port on the incident.
According to  sources,
Federal Interior Minis-
ter Sheikh Rashid called
on Prime Minister Imran
Khan. During the meeting,
Sheikh Rashid briefed the
prime minister on the secu-
rity situation and detailed
consultations were held on
national security issues.

Kite seller

held with
kites

MULTAN: Jalilabad police
arrested a kite seller and re-
covered kites and chemical
thread from his possession
during a raid conducted
here on Friday.

According to police sources,
kite seller Muhammad Asif
was arrested by the police.
The police also recovered
300 kites and chemical
thread from his possession.
The criminal used to deliver
kites at different markets of
the city despite strict ban on
kite selling and flying.

Case has been registered
against the outlaw, police
sources added. — APP

‘Free-trade’
mechanism to

enhance

Pak-Iran

mutual trade’

Bureau REPORT

PESHAWAR: Consul General of Iran in Pe-
shawar, Hamid Raza Ghomi said the Islamic
Republic of Iran is devising a holistic mech-
anism to carry out free-trade with Pakistan
which would help cement mutual economic
and trade relations between the two broth-
erly Islamic countries.

While talking to President Sarhad Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry (SCCI)
Hasnain Khurshid Ahmad here at the
Chamber’s House said Pak-Iran were en-
joying cordial relations owing to common
culture, religion and Muslim countries,
according to an official communique is-
sued here on Friday.

SCCI senior vice president Imran Khan Mo-
hmand, former president Faiz Muhammad
Faizi, former senior vice president Ziaul
Haq Sarhadi, first Consul Iranian Consu-
late Peshawar Hossein Maliki, PS to Consul
General Peshawar Imtiaz Ali, Spokesman
Dr Fazal Azeem, executive member Ghu-
lam Bilal Javed were also present during the
meeting. Both sides agreed to make joint
efforts to enhance bilateral trade and eco-
nomic relations.

He said the mutual trade and economic
ties between the two brotherly Islamic
countries had also much improved after
enforcement of the Transport Interna-
tionaux Routier (TIR) system.

Ghomi informed that his country had
worked on a joint mechanism to carry out
free trade with Pakistan if the policy would
be implemented, so it could easily achieve
the set target of five billion dollars mutual
trade target between the two countries.
However, he said the option of barter trade

was also available to cement the mutual re-
lationship between Iran and Pakistan.

On the occasion, the Iranian envoy sug-
gested signing of Memorandum of Under-
standing (MoUs) between Sarhad Chamber
and Mashhad Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries and Mines in Iran to launch joint
initiatives for promotion of bilateral trade
between the two countries.

Following an agreement between SCCI and
Iranian Diplomat, the chamber has sent a
MoU draft, signed by its president Hasnain
Khurshid Ahmad to Mashhad Chamber of
Commerce, Industries and Mines in Iran.
Earlier, the SCCI chief emphasized that
joint efforts should be made to enlarge
mutual trade and economic relations be-
tween Pakistan and Iran.

Hasnain Khurshid pointed out that it was
making it quite difficult to achieve mutual
trade targets owing to lack of proper bank-
ing channels between the two countries.
He stressed the need for early completion
of the Pak-Iran Gas pipeline project.

An ambitious five billion dollars mutual
trade target was being set between Paki-
stan and Iran, but in the last year, 504 mil-
lion dollars trade was carried out between
the two countries, the SCCI chief noted.
However, he expressed optimism that
after the constitution of commission or
mechanism of free trade, it would be as-
sisted to achieve the afore-stated set Pak-
Iran mutual trade target.

Furthermore, he emphasized upon ex-
change of business delegation, holding of
joint exhibitions, signing of agreements
between chambers and taking benefits from
each other’s experiences and launching of
joint ventures to cement bilateral trade re-
lations between Pakistan and Iran.

DC for clearing dues
of the contractors

IsuraQ MuGHAL

FAISALABAD: Deputy Commissioner / Ad-
ministrator Metropolitan Corporation Ali
Shehzad has directed the officers of MPC
to prepare the pending bills of contractors
within three days and make payments to
them within 7 days. He issued this order
while hold meeting with the contractors at
Igbal Hall Metropolitan Corporation. Chief
Corporation Officer Zubair Hussain, Met-
ropolitan Officers Infrastructure, Finance,
Deputy Director Development Tahir Me-
hmood, Assistant Director Technical Has-
san Shabbir, Assistant Metropolitan Officer
Infrastructure, Superintendent Infrastruc-
ture Branch, Sub Engineers and contrac-
tors were also present.

During the meeting, the contractors ap-
prised the Deputy Commissioner / Admin-

istrator of the Metropolitan of some issues,
on which the Administrator urged the Chief
Officer and the Metropolitan Officers to im-
mediately resolve the issues.

He urged the contractors to complete
public welfare development schemes as
soon as possible so that relief can be pro-
vided to the citizens.

He clarified that the contractors are part
of the district administration team and no
hindrance will be tolerated in the timely
payment of their bills, in this regard, if
there is any problem, contact the Deputy
Director Development.

He asked the contractors to ensure
transparency in the development work.
Contractors of MPC thanked the bold
decision of Deputy Commissioner and ap-
preciated his good deeds and assured to
complete the work on development pro-
jects at lightning speed.

Young boy killed 1n
Taliban soldier firing

The victims included brother of a bridegroom were parts of a
wedding procession and almost participants were celebrating
the even with music through their vehicle recorders

SHAMIM SHAHID

PESHAWAR: A young boy was
killed and another injured when
a Taliban soldier opened firing
against occupants of a motorcar
near to Asadabad Headquarter of
border Kunar province of Afghan-
istan late on Thursday afternoon.

The victims included brother of a
bridegroom were parts of a wedding
procession and almost participants
were celebrating the even with mu-
sic through their vehicle recorders.

Reports from across the border reveal
that decease Qari Yaseen a young boy

tained serious injuries.

any reaction on this incident.

along with other fellows were part of a
wedding procession and enjoying mu-
sic in their motorcars. The wedding
procession while crossing over a check
post near village Sheen Korak, came
under firing by a Taliban soldier. As a
result Qari Yaseen lost his life on the
spot whereas another young boy sus-

Soon after the deadly act, picture
of killed young boy stated below 20
years went viral through social me-
dia. The viral picture resulted gener-
ating of too criticism against Taliban
government from all over the world

So far Taliban officials didn’t issued

A senior journalist from Kunar Af-
ghanistan has confirmed the inci-
dent and said that the concerned
Taliban soldier escaped after the
violent act. Taliban officials initi-
ated investigations and making at-
tempts to hush off the reaction.
Taliban after coming into power on
August 15th 2021 announced stock
of restrictions against music’s, wom-
en visits to Bazars and travelling
to far flung areas etc. Taliban also
shutters girls’ schools and colleges.
Besides the Taliban officials are also
focusing attentions on victimization
of rivals on political, ideological and
religious reasons.

Nadeem
Chan wants
PM to

take ‘bold
decisions’

STAFF REPORT

LAHORE: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTT)
leader Nadeem Afzal

Chan on Friday said he
is in contact with Prime
Minister Imran Khan,
but not willing to hold
any public office.

Talking to a private tele-
vision channel, after re-
signing from the cabinet,
Nadeem Afzal Chan said
yet he has not decided
from which party he will
contest upcoming general
polls. He said the estab-
lishment must have been
neutral now as everyone is
saying So now.

“Many things can happen
when the establishment
plays a neutral role.”
Responding to a query,
Nadeem Afzal Chan said
only strong people are re-
membered in history, not
the weaker ones. He ad-
vised PM Imran Khan to
take ‘bold decisions’ with
courage so that he can be
remembered in the coun-
try’s history.

Opposition
making futile
attempts:
Buzdar

LAHORE: Punjab Chief
Minister Sardar Usman
Buzdar on Friday said that
the opposition was making
futile attempts for a no-con-
fidence move as the govern-
ment had a visible majority
in the number game.

In a statement, the CM as-
serted that no-confidence
move would not succeed
even if all the opposition
parties got united, adding
that the opposition alliance
should not boast about
no-confidence as its mem-
ber parties had already ex-
pressed distrust over it.
Regrettably, the opposition
had negated the national
interests for personal ob-
jectives, he maintained and
reiterated that the govern-
ment would complete its
constitutional term as it was
not threatened by the oppo-
sition parties.

Opposition’s political ploys
had already remained un-
successful and it would also
face defeat in future, the
CM concluded. — APP

FCCI for addressing
Plastic Industry problems

Bureau REPORT

FAISALABAD: Increased use of plastic in in-
dustrial and domestic sectors has transformed
it to a fullfledged industry which would soon
become the second largest sector of the econ-
omy after textile, said Mr. Atif Munir Sheikh,
President Faisalabad Chamber of Commerce
& Industry (FCCI). Addressing the Annual
General body Meeting (AGM) of the Faisal-
abad Plastic Association (FPA), he said that
in the current era of unprecedented inflation,

ment of FCCI in policy making at the federal
and provincial levels. He said that it would be
a one of the major business related events in
this region and the business fraternity must
contribute its role to make it a total success.
Mian Javed Igbal, leader of the National
Group said that Faisalabad is poised to make
speedy progress within the next coming
years and we must develop its infrastructure
accordingly on scientific basis to commensu-
rate it with its steady pace of development.
He said that the legendary businessmen of

plastic has replaced costly metals
and it is being used to manufacture
cheapest industrial and domestic
products for everyday use. “How-
ever, he said that despite its impor-
tance, the problems of the Plastic
Industry have neither been iden-
tified nor redressed”, he said and
added that just a few years ago this

Faisalabad are bracing themselves to launch
mega projects on Public, Private
Partnership (PPP) mode. “Among
these products include roads, air-
port, theme park, international
level hotel and hospital etc “, he
said and added that the develop-
ment of this city is our collective
responsibility and we must fulfill it
with a new commitment and vigor.

association was created to bring all stakehold-
ers on one platform.

He said that FCCI is the mother organization
of all trade bodies and we would encourage
FPA to forge liaison with FCCI for the res-
olution of its immediate problems. He also
requested the office bearers of the FPA to
convince their members to get the member-
ship of FCCI so that they could play their role
in the mainstream trade politics. President
FCCI also briefed them about the first ever
“Pakistan Economic Conference” (PEC)
scheduled to be held here from March 18-20
in Faisalabad. He said that this conference
would pave the way for the direct involve-

Earlier Rana Ibrar Ahmad, founding pres-
ident of the FPA pinpointed the problems
confronted by the businessmen dealing in
plastic and hoped that FCCI would play
its mandated role to resolve the issues of
this specific sector on top priority basis.
The meeting was also attending by Mian
Kashif President FPA, Chaudhary Saleem
General Secretary, Mr. Imran Mehmood
Sheikh SVP FCCI, Rana Fayyaz Ahmed
VP, Naseem Shahid Mughal Chairman
All Pakistan Plastic Manufacturing Asso-
ciation, Mian Tanveer Ahmad and other
businessmen also participated in this
meeting.

Cleaning campaign
initiated in Govt.
educational institutions

Tareen likely
to fly home

Yoosur Baurta

GUJRAT: A special cleaning
campaign has been launched
in government educational
institutions of the province
on the directive of Chief
Secretary  Punjab, here
Thursday. On the inaugural
day, Deputy Commissioner
Dr. Khurram Shehzad along
with teachers and students
participated in the cleaning
campaign of Government
Zamindar High School and
the lawn of the school was
cleared. CEO Education Mr.
Chaudhry Aurangzeb, DO
Secondary Miss Rukhsan-
aQadeer, principal Mr. Tariq
Attiq were also present on
the occasion. To raise aware-
ness of hygiene among the
students under the 18-point
welfare program of the Chief
Secretary Punjab, led by
the Deputy Commissioner,
officers of the Education
Management Team, teach-
ers and the Green Champion
students reached the lawns
of the school by marching
in the form of a rally. They-

The people in Badin, Talhar, Matli and Tando Muhammad Khan

in couple
of days
cleare('l the green areagnd —
made it clean and beautiful DNA

by picking leaves and other
rubbish. The students of
Government Zamindar High
School,in the presence of
the Deputy Commissioner
and teachers, pledged that
they would continue to work
voluntarily to keep their in-
stitution, their city and coun-
try clean in future. Deputy
Commissioner highly appre-
ciated the commitment of
the students to participate
in the cleaning campaign
and said that cleanliness has
been given the status of half
faith in Islam. He further
said,” This campaign will
be extended to educational
institutions across the coun-
try.” He urged the teachers
to keep educating the stu-
dents about the importance
of cleanliness so that they
would develop passion in
this regard.

LAHORE: Estranged PTI
leader Jahangir Tareen has
decided to immediately fly
back home in the light of
the fast-changing political
situation in the country.
They said Tareen is likely
to return to the homeland in
the next two to three days.
A meeting of the lawmakers
belonging to the Jahangir
Tareen group will be con-
vened upon his return from
London to make a final de-
cision on whether or not
to support the opposition’s
proposed no-trust move
against the Imran Khan gov-
ernment, the sources said.
They said majority of the
MNAs are willing to support
the opposition, however,
they have given Jahangir Ta-
reen the authority to make
a final call.
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RAWALPINDI

had given decision in

HYDERABAD: Foreign Minister
and Senior Vice Chairman Pakistan
Tahreek Insaf (PTI) Shah Mehmood
Qureshi on Friday said the people of
Multan had outrightly rejected the
long march of Bilawal Bhutto Zard-
ari due to which he had to change
the timing of his speech.
Addressing a press conference
at Mirza Farm, Badin before pro-
ceeding towards Matli and Tando
Muhammad Khan, he said Pakistan
Peoples Party (PPP) was exposed
in Sindh due to its wrong policies
and now the people were consider-
ing not to vote for them in upcom-
ing elections.

He said the people in Badin, Talhar,
Matli and Tando Muhammad Khan
had given decision in favour of Pa-
kistan Tahreek Insaf as they accord-
ed unprecedented welcome to the
“Huqooq Sindh March”.

He said people belonging to Kolhi
community were protesting against
PPP in Matli while Bhand commu-
nity had protested in Nawab Shah
where Zardaris had brutally mur-
dered their men who were protect-
ing their agriculture lands.

-
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Qureshi alleged that provincial rul-
ing party was involved in victimizing
political opponents because they
had refused to bow down before the
feudal lords.

Describing Zardari as a thief, he
urged the people to rise against
cruelty of the feudal government of
Pakistan People’s party in Sindh.

favour of Pakistan Tahreek Insaf

Expressing his gratitude to the peo-
ple of Sindh for giving respect and
positive response to the “Huqooq
Sindh March”, Qureshi said they
had to take PTI’s manifesto to each
and every street of the province,
so that people could get rid of the
Zardaris.

Federal Martine Minister Ali Haid-
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er Zaidi, SAPM Arbab Ghulam ra-
him and other party leaders also
addressed the public meetings in
Talhar, Matli and Tando Muham-
mad Khan.

Later, Huqooq Sindh March pro-
ceeded to Tando Allahyar where a
big public meeting would be held in
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National Days and
Armed Forces Days

MARCH

March 01/ Bosnia

National Day

March 03/ Bulgaria
National Day

March 06/ Ghana
Independence Day

March 12/ Mauritius

National Day

March 17/ Ireland
St. Patricks Day

March 20/ Tunisia

Independence Day

March 21/ Namibia
National Day

March 25/ Greece
National Day

March 26/ Bangladesh
National Day

March 27/ Myanmar
Armed Forces Day

Hotels &
Restaurants
Serena Hotel.....111 133 133

Marriott.......... 051- 2826121
Monal............. 0334-5421812

Airlines
Turkish Airlines......8494949

Emerger;y i

Rescue (Police)

Bomb Disposal.................

Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............ 1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad............... 9222596
Rawalpindi......... 9270601-20

Enquiry

Edhi Ambulance............. 115
PIAFlightInfo................. 114
PIA Cargo............... 9280979
Railway Inquiry............... 117

Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA..coieieiees 9281092

Polyclinic 9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

Departments
CDA....ccvevvee. 9221334-43
CDA.....coveeenee. 9208301-04
Met Office........... 9250360-6

5555864

....................... 5770886

Cantonment Board 9270151-3
Islamabad

Metropolitan
Corporation........... 9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
RawalTown............. 5773343

Water Tank

Islamabad......0321-5744480

5-member ICCI business |
delegation visits Dubai Expo

Rizwan Tariq, Director, Pakistan Pavilion at Dubai Expo warmly welcomed

DNA

ISLAMABAD: A 55-mem-
ber business delegation
led by Muhammad Faheem
Khan, Vice President,
Islamabad Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(ICCI), visited the Paki-
stan Pavilion at Dubai
Expo 2020 and lauded the
efforts of Rizwan Tariq, Di-
rector, Pakistan Pavilion,
for organizing an excellent
exhibition of Pakistani
products. Chaudhry Mu-
hammad Masood, Muham-
mad Naveed Malik, Ashfaq
Chatha, Ahsan Bakhtawari,
Saif-ur-Rehman Khan,
Chaudhry Muhammad Ali,
Zia Khalid Chaudhry, Ma-
lik Najeeb, Akbar Siddique
Chughtai, Imran Minhas,
Fayyaz Ahmed, Kashif
Akram, Zulgarnain Abba-
si, Raja Waheed, Azhar
Abbasi, Faizan Shehzad,
Hassan Minhas, Akhun-
dzada Adil, Shahid Abbasi,

......

Gulsher Sajid, Shiraz Ela-
hi, Malik Abid, Shakeel
Abbasi, Nasira Ali, Nagee-
na Khaliq and others were
in the delegation.

Rizwan Tariq, Director,
Pakistan Pavilion at Dubai
Expo warmly welcomed the
ICCI and took them on a

tour of various stalls of the
Pakistan Pavilion.

Expressing his views on
the occasion, Vice Presi-
dent Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
Muhammad Faheem Khan
praised the unique design
of Pakistan Pavilion at Du-

bai Expo and appreciated
the efforts of the organiz-
ers in making excellent ar-
rangements.

He said it is very important
for Pakistan to participate
in such exhibitions as it will
give an opportunity to the
business community to in-

rlous stalls of t
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troduce Pakistani products
globally and improve pros-
pects for further increasing
the country’s exports. He
said that members of ICCI
would also try to showcase
their products at the next
editions of Dubai Expo’s
Pakistan Pavilion.

he Pakistan Pavilion

The ICCI delegation mem-
bers expressed keen inter-
est in the various products
displayed at the Pakistan
Pavilion and appreciated
the unique designs of stalls.
Rizwan Tariq, Director,
Pakistan Pavilion at Dubai
Expo, gave a detailed brief-
ing to the ICCI delegation
on the occasion. He said
that Pakistan Pavilion is
one of the top five pavilions
of Dubai Expo due to its
unique design which is an
honor for Pakistan.

He said that Pakistan Pavil-
ion has been divided into
seven different sections
including history, culture
and tourism. He said that
so far more than one mil-
lion people have visited
Pakistan Pavilion at Dubai
Expo 2020 which showed
its popularity in visitors.
He thanked the ICCI delega-
tion for visiting the Pakistan
Pavilion and extended them
all possible cooperation for
their successful visit.
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ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed calls on Prime Minister Imran Khan. — DNA

Peshawar
hiast attack
on Pakistan,
says Ashrafi

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister’s Special Rep-
resentative for Interfaith
Harmony and Middle East
and Pakistan Ulema Coun-
cil Chairman Hafiz Tahir
Mahmood Ashrafi Friday
termed the Peshawar blast
an attack on Pakistan.
Condemning the terrorist
incident on behalf of the
Ulema and Mashaikh of
all schools of thoughts, he
said the national security
institutions would keep
on foiling the nefarious
designs of extremists and
terrorists as they had done
so in the past. Offering
condolence, Ashrafi said
on this painful moment, he
was with bereaved families
and prayed for martyrs’
high ranks in Jannah be-
sides early recovery of the
injured ones. - DNA

NVTTC trains over

74,737 people in
various fields

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Planning Development and
Special Initiatives, Asad Umar was informed on Friday
that the National Vocational and Technical Training Com-
mission (NAVTTC) has so far trained over 74,737 people
in various fields of modern technology.

The minister was chairing a high-level meeting to review
“Skills for All” project under PM Kamyab Jawan Pro-
gramme, said a press release issued here. The meeting
was attended by Dr. Shabnam Sarfraz, Member Social
Sector and Devolution, Planning Commission, Chairman,
NAVTTC, Syed Jawad Hassan, Sajid Baloch, Executive
Director (NAVTTC) and others Key officials.

The aim is to empower the youth of the country in various
fields related to technologies. Out of the total 35,268 were
trained in High-Tech Technologies (Cyber Security, Artifi-
cial Intelligence, Cloud Computing, Internet of Things, Dig-
ital Marketing etc). In addition, 39,469 youth have been
trained in conventional technologies such as electrician,
welder, plumber, beautician, domestic tailoring etc.

He further shared that 71% trained skilled youth under the
scheme are employed. This includes 20% of those who have
been free lancing. Similarly, the meeting was informed that
23,000 youngsters skilled in informal sector have been cer-
tified under Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL).

National Employment Exchange tool and workforce data-
base has been developed and made fully functional. The
Minister appreciated the achievements and suggested to
explore avenues of scaling up the skill trainings to benefit
the youth. “Our top priority is to train youth so they would
be able to get jobs in various fields, said the minister. The
meeting also discussed the next phase of the project target-
ing one million jobs through skill development programs.

IHC seeks
report over
raid at

lawyer’s house

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) on
Friday instructed the Islam-
abad Police to submit its in-
quiry report till March 7, re-
garding a raid at the house
of senior advocate Pervaiz
Zahoor. Chief Justice Athar
Minallah heard the case
filed by Pervaiz Zahoor
through his lawyer Barrister
Shoaib Shaheen.

The petitioner’'s lawyer
pleaded that around 50 po-
lice personnel raided the
house late night at 3:00am
and arrested two kids of his
client. The police had con-
ducted the raid without any
warrants, he added.

The court immediately sum-
moned SSP Operations and
SHO of Kohsar Police Sta-
tion. SSP Operations Faisal
Kamran adopted the stance
that the police conducted
the raid after it received in-
formation about the sale of
liquor in the said house. The
chief justice remarked that
how the police could breach
privacy of a house. This was
a democratic country which
was running under a consti-
tution, he said. - APP

Three day seminar on youth
development held at NUML

ISLAMABAD: Department of International
Relations, National University of Modern
Languages (NUML) Islamabad organised
three-day thematic seminar on ‘Youth De-
velopment through Engagement in Civic
Activities’ from 2-4 March. The seminar
comprised on-campus interactive sessions
with eminent speakers held in Main Cam-
pus and Rawalpindi Branch of NUML
and civic engagement through
field activities that took place
at various sites in Islama-
bad and Rawalpindi.
Speaking on the inaugu-
ral session, a Motiva-
tional Speaker Mr. Za-
farullah Khan said that
civic engagement has
three contours namely
knowledge, communica-
tion, and empathy for oth-
ers. He advised the students
that they should think big and
become active and effective mem-
bers of the society. An analyst Mr. Abid
Igbal Khari underlined the importance of
Non-Governmental Individuals (NGI) say-
ing that even 1 percent can bring change
as did Abdul Sattar Edhi and Dr. Ruth
Pfau. Stressing on the need of character
building, he said that students should
learn, earn, and return to the society.
Rector NUML Major General Muhammad
Jafar HI (M) (Retd) informed the audi-
ence that NUML is promoting and insti-
tutionalizing the civic activities. Students
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have opportunities to evolve leadership
role through these activities.

He underscored that power to think pos-
itively is the real strength of the youth.
Appreciating the diversity of identities
in Pakistan, he said that regional identi-
ties are important, but youth should take
pride in and give top priority to their Pa-
klstam national identity.

Shandana Gulzar Khan, a
O parliamentarian, said ‘leav-
ing no one behind’ is the
essence of the SDGs. Fur-

is the most important
segment of the society
in terms of pursuing the
SDGs in Pakistan. She
concluded that the Paki-
stani youth does not have
the luxury to be tired of
making efforts in this regard.
Presenting findings and recom-
mendations of the seminar, Prof Dr Riaz
Shad, Head of IR Department, highlighted
the need to establish more platforms both
at state and society level for civic service.
He recommended that universities being
most important forum for the youth, should
establish societies for civic service.
Mr. Suhail Awan said that renowned Paki-
stani economist Dr Mehboob ul Haq pop-
ularised the concept of human security
worldwide. Pakistan youth should play their
role in promoting human security through
engagement in civic activities. - DNA

ISLAMABAD: The prices
of various food items went
down during the week end-
ing on March 3 as compared
to the previous week, accord-
ing to the Sensitive Price In-
dicator (SPI) data released
by Pakistan Bureau of Statis-
tics (PBS) here Friday.
According to the data, the
commodities that witnessed
decrease in prices on Week-
on-Week (WoW) basis in-
cluded tomatoes and eggs,
the prices of which declined
by 27.06 percent and 7.18
percent respectively.

Other products that wit-
nessed decrease in prices
included, diesel (6.43%), pet-
rol (6.23%), garlic (3.27%),
pulse Moong (0.96%), pulse
Masoor (0.69%), onions
(0.40%), wheat flour (0.35%),
sugar (0.27%), potatoes
(0.20%), pulse mash (0.16%)
and gur (0.10%). - APP

Rupee gains
33 paisas

against dollar

ISLAMABAD: Exchange
rate of Pakistani rupee
strengthened by 33 paisas
against the United States
(US) dollar in the inter-
bank trading on Friday and
closed at Rs 177.50 against
the previous day’s closing
of Rs 177.83. According to
the Forex Association of
Pakistan (FAP), the buying
and selling rates of US dol-
lar in the open market were
recorded at Rs 177.6 and Rs
179.1 respectively.

Similarly, the price of the
euro was appreciated by
34 paisas and closed at Rs
195.42 against the previous
day’s closing of Rs 197.25.
The Japanese Yen remained
unchanged to close at Rs
1.53, whereas a decrease
of Rs 1.73 was witnessed
in the exchange rate of
British Pound, which was
traded at Rs 236.45 as com-
pared to its last closing of
Rs 238.18. - APP

Amin-ul-Haq
condemns
Peshawar’s
blast

ISLAMABAD: Federal Min-
ister for Information Tech-
nology and Telecommunica-
tion Syed Amin-Ul-Haque on
Friday strongly condemned
the bomb blast at a mosque
in Koocha Risaldar in Qissa
Khwani Bazaar Peshawar.
In a message, the minis-
ter termed the attack on
worshipers in the mosque
during Friday prayers as a
cowardly act of terrorists.
He stressed the need for
unity and solitary to defeat
the anti-state elements in
the country. - APP

Services’
exports

Increase
by 18.82%

ISLAMABAD: The exports
of services from the coun-
try witnessed an increase
of 18.82 percent during
the first seven months of
the current financial year
(2021-22) as compared to
the corresponding period of
last year, Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) reported.
The exports of services
during July-January (2021-
22) were recorded at US $
3944.91 million against the
exports of US $ 3320.17
million during July-January
(2020-21), showing growth
of 18.82 percent. — APP

short story: Vengeance and Grime (2)

M. ABDUR-REHMAN

FEW months pass, Lukas did not

often write letters to his family

since his return. A group of schol-
ars and students in the university and
residency arranged an evening visit to
the orchestra. Though, hesitant at first,
Lukas accepted the insistence and went
along. He was having a good time, except
for the unusual stares and glares of the
people there. He came to know, that his
mother was famous around town. He felt
devastated. He knew who was behind it.
It was his friend David’s father. Lukas just
couldn’t take it, anymore.
He bought a bottle of stolichnaya, and
roamed around with it the whole night,
wanting to escape to oblivion. He col-
lapsed near a church. He could have fro-
zen to death, if it was not for the street

cops who took him to the police-station.
Lord, knows why he was found lying
drunk near a church. Perhaps he tried
heading for it. The police wanted to
question him and send him home. They
saw his picture on the billboard as the
prime suspect of recent kidnappings and
killings of several children.

He was thrown into the cell and tor-
tured for an eternity. He was beaten,
water-boarded, electrocuted, deprived
of food and water, and had his nails
plucked out. They did this to have him
confess. He was innocent. They didn’t
have any proof, other than rumors,
based on prejudice. He tried commit-
ting suicide twice, resulting in failure.
However, he was let go.

Lukas, left for Lithuania, but not home.
He went to an unknown location in the
forest, spending a few months at an aban-
doned wooden-cabin. He took the “liber-

ty”’ of that time contemplating. He threw
his life away and changed to someone or
something totally opposite. A total ‘rein-
carnation’.He was not the same “crea-
ture” anymore. He finally gave in to be
what the world wanted. Ready to walk on
his mother’s footsteps, he led a new and
unfortunate life.

His family came to know what he recent-
ly had been through in St. Petersburg.
They tried searching for him. His mother
eventually died out of grief, and Natalia
led an unsuccessful suicide attempt. Out
of despair, she had to marry someone
else.It was 5 years since, the tragedies.
Lukas had located himself to a town near
Vilnius. He worked a small time job, by
the day and his “real” job by the night.
He sat watching the television, broad-
casting the most viral news of the week;
disappearances and murders of men
and women between the ages of 17 to

43. The person behind it all, they called
him, Velnias (Devil). He felt amused yet
proud. Why? Because it was him.
Spending the last almost 5 years, with
his cunning, and the knowledge about
the law, Lukas had never been caught.
He would kill and butcher them, like
his mother did,leaving no trace behind.
Sometimes he would throw the dismem-
bered parts or bodies, like a bait; to
spread fear or to taunt the authorities.
You could see it wasn’t just about retri-
bution; he enjoyed it, due to some (hid-
den), twisted reason. He felt the power
over his victims and with time grew vora-
cious in his serial murdering and butch-
ering appetite.That being said, he felt no
remorse. As a matter of fact he was on
his “night” job at that very moment.
The law is the guarantee to maintaining
the functionality of a society. Without it,
society may collapse. It is responsible for

providing justice, giving the right sanc-
tions and supporting public opinion. Giv-
en that, it is the highest form of norms,
therefore failing to abide by it results in
serious, negative, formal consequences(-
sanctions).The primary question of the
story is; who is responsible for Lukas, or
who created a monster such as him?

Did he inherit those traits from his mother?
Was it the alienation from the society?
Was the corrupt law or the justice sys-
tem responsible for him?

How can a benevolent young man turn to
a life of serial- killings?

Are all these reasons a culmination to
his creation (transformation)?

Secondly, if the court fails to provide jus-
tice to the loved ones of the victim(s), what
can be the solution? The very question
Lukas asked his mentor, Mr. Mikhael. The
part which concerns the decisions to these
questions is left upon the readers.
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2-tlay crafts
festival
starts today

ISLAMABAD: The man-
agement Serena Hotels in
collaboration with Nomad

Gallery would organize
a two-day Crafts Festival
from March 5, promoting
arts and crafts of the coun-
try. Maleeha Lodhi likely
to be the chief guest in
the inauguration ceremony
of two-day festival, said a
Founder Director Nomad
Gallery Nageen Hyat.

The festival aimed to cele-
brate the 20th anniversary
of the Islamabad Serena Ho-
tel and would celebrate the
International Women Day.
The festival would be held
at Bazaar Court Serena
Hotel. The visitors will see
live craftsmanship of the
local craftsmen and to buy
handicrafts lovingly made
ranging from regional tex-
tile, handmade jewelery,
block printed items,arts
and crafts. - APP

China to
relocate export
industry in
SEZs

ISLAMABAD: The Chinese
companies have showed
keen interest to relocate
their industry in Special
Economic Zones (SEZs)
under the China Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
that would help boosting
Pakistan’s export in coming
years besides creating thou-
sands of new jobs for locals.
The main sectors in which
the Chinese companies are
going to establish their indus-
tries in Pakistan include tex-
tile, footwear, pharmaceutical
and IT sectors, official sourc-
es in CPEC Authority said.
The sources said that re-
cent visit of Prime Minister
Imran Khan to China would
help further expediting the
pace of work on CPEC pro-
jects in the country.

According to the sources,
the Chinese are also going to
establish a metal and paper
recycling project in Gwadar
for the purpose of export.
Similarly, another company
would establish Special Eco-
nomic Zone on Lahore-Kasur
road where industries related
to cotton and dairy sectors
would be established.

Further Pakistan would train
the youth in the field of ar-
tificial intelligence in Infor-
mation Sector (IT) sector as
there is the biggest oppor-
tunity in this sector to fetch
huge foreign exchange re-
serves. Meanwhile a Chinese
textile industry constructed
near Lahore has exported its
produce worth of US$ 60 mil-
lion, while as many as 2000
Pakistanis are working in the
industry in one shift. - APP

10.1m mobile
phone sets
manufactured
locally

ISLAMABAD: Cellular com-
panies, operating in Paki-
stan, have locally manufac-
tured around 10.1 million
mobile phone sets after the

DNA

ISLAMABAD: A woman takes interest in pieces of art during a workshop on women empowerment held at the Indonesian embassy. — DNA

Speakers discuss resurgence
of Taliban in Afghanistan

Embassy of Japan, IPRI held a webinar titled “Afghanistan and South Asia”

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Embassy of Japan and Islamabad Policy
Research Institute (IPRI) jointly organized a webinar titled
“Afghanistan and South Asia” on Friday, March 4 to delib-
erate upon the various perspectives concerning existing
situation in Afghanistan as well as to exchange views and
knowledge on other subjects of regional and international
interest. Mr. AOKI Kenta, Research Fellow, Middle East In-
stitute of Japan, and Mr. KASAI Ryohei, Visiting Research-
er, Center for South Asian Studies, Gifu Women’s Universi-
ty, Japan, were speakers from Japan.

AOKI deliberated upon “Resurgence of Taliban and Its Impli-
cations to Japan and Pakistan” Whereas Mr. KASAI spoke on
“Japan’s Efforts in South Asia in an Age of SDGs, Pakistan’s
Development Potential and Geostrategic Opportunities, Ja-
pan’s Role in Pakistan’s Comprehensive Development”.

The speakers from Pakistani side included Amb (R) Asif
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Speakers from Pakistan

1PRI - Japan Webigar

AFGHANISTAN AND
SOUTH ASIA

&

March 4, 2022 | 10:00 - 12:16 hours (PKST)  DISCUSSANTS

14:00 - 16:15 hours (JAPAN)

)

Durrani, Senior Research Fellow IPRI, who spoke on topic
“Post-Taliban Afghanistan”, Dr. Maria Saifuddin Effendi, Asst.
Professor, Peace & Conflict Studies, NDU, Islamabad, covered
“Pakistan-India Relations and Kashmir”, whereas Mr. Rafiul-
lah Kakar, CPEC/PPP Unit, Government of Balochistan lec-
tured on “Regional Connectivity and CPEC”.

Mr. Haroon Sharif, Former Minister of State & Chairman
Board of Investment, Ex-Regional Advisor to World Bank
Group for South and Central Asia and Mr. Abubakar Sid-
dique, Senior Correspondent covering Pakistan and Afghan-
istan for Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty (RFE/RL) also
joined the webinar as discussants.

As this year marks the 70th anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations between Japan and Pakistan,
the webinar would help promote and develop not only intel-
lectual exchange between the two countries but would also
contribute towards further enhancing mutual understand-
ing and exchange of information and knowledge on issues
of regional and global importance.

AIOU launches alumni
membership drive

form is also available at
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ISLAMABAD: Participants of special workshop on facilitating citizens acces
Chief Information Commissioner Mohammad Azam at the Information Service Academy.

—

DG ISA Saeed Javed is also seen in the picture. —- DNA

s to information with

DNA AIOU regional centers
located throughout the
ISLAMABAD: Allama  country. Filled registration

Igbal Open (AIOU) has
launched its Alumni Asso-
ciation Membership Drive
to register thousands of its
graduates serving in vari-
ous capacities in public and
private sectors of Pakistan
or doing their own busi-
ness and playing their role
in the process of national
progress and develop-
ment. AIOU students from
matriculation to PhD are
eligible to get themselves
registered in alumni asso-
ciation and seek unique
benefits of the member-
ship. Registration form
is available online on the
university website (www.
aiou.edu.pk). Registration

form must be dispatched to
the Directorate of Students
Affairs, AIOU. Online filled
form must be sent at direc-
tor_sac.aiou.edu.pk.

The primary objective of
this association is to pro-
vide a platform to AIOU
graduate to collaborate,
share their success sto-
ries as well seek practical
help and guidance from
their mutual experiences
and expertise. This asso-
ciation would be critical in
reaching the objective of
sustainable growth of the
university. For any further
information, following num-
bers can be contacted: 051-
9057813, 051-9057812.

‘Pakistan cannot progress
till PTT is in power’

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
National Council of the
Arts (PNCA) on Saturday
showcased a Puppet Show
aimed at entertaining the
audience along with family
and friends. he show fea-
tured folk dances, stories,
theme-based speeches, and
skits for children and adults
the colorful puppet show re-
volved around current issues
including gender disparity,
contrariety in education, and
environmental  challenges
and there will be an exclu-
sive show for kids as well,
which ensured infotainment
according to the theme.

Due to COVID-19, the pup-
pet shows were being can-
celed, but the shows were
scheduled four times a
month as a regular feature
by the National Puppet
Theatre (NPT) of PNCA.
Such events provide the
required boost to puppetry
and help people, especially
the younger generation to
become aware of it, said a
press release issued here.
The traditional art of puppet-
ry was dying and PNCA has
been struggling so long to re-
vive this art adding that such
events help in reviving this
traditional art form the art of
puppetry and puppet shows
have long been a part of Pa-
kistani culture. The impor-
tance of puppetry was such
beautiful and colorful art and
an effort to bring back this
art form can be useful both
for entertainment and educa-
tion purposes. — APP

Police hold
open court on

facebook live

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Islamabad
police on Friday held a face-
book open court (kutcheri)
to give the residents direct
access to the police high ups
as per the vision of Prime
Minister Imran Khan.
Inspector General (IG) po-
lice Islamabad, Muhammad
Ahsan Younus responded to
the public queries via face-
book live and phone calls.
Senior Superintendent of
Police (Operations), AIG
(Operations), SP (Head-
quarters) SDPO (Kohsar)
and other senior police of-
ficers were also present on
the occasion. Speaking to
the citizens, the IG said po-
lice were striving to redress
public issues at the earliest.
He said purpose of open fo-
rums was aimed at bridging
gap between police and the
public. People from across
Pakistan presented their pro-
posals to the IG. Most of the
issues related to traffic, delay
in registration of First Infor
mation Report, activities of
land-grabbers, drug-peddlers,
and police attitude.
Responding to request of a
resident of Khanna, Burma
town IGP directed the de-
ployment of an Eagle Squad
for patrolling at the area.
The facebook live open
court (kutcheri) continued
from 10 a.m to 12 p.m in
which hundreds of citi-
zens and police employees
shared their views.

introduction of Mobile Man- PTC Wlns four
ufacturing Policy to encour- . .
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As per Pakistan Telecom- ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Peoples P

e . : ples Party (PPP) leader
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released recently, the au-
thority has so far issued
mobile device manufac-
turing authorizations to
30 companies, attracting
investments to the tune of
US$120 million and creat-
ed 2,000 jobs.

The world’s leading brands
like Samsung, Xaomi,
Oppo, Vivo, Nokia, Tecno,
ZTE, etc. are now being
manufactured in the coun-
try. Pakistan made history

Tobacco Company Limited
(PTC) was awarded with
four prestigious awards
for their Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) initi-
atives in the categories of
Clean Energy Transition,
Responsible  Investment,
Community Impact and
Environment -Carbon foot-
print reduction.

The prestigious CSR
Awards, registered with the
IPO, Government of Paki-

Pakistan could not progress untill the Pakistan Tehreek-
e-Insaf (PTI) led incumbent government was in power.
He gave this statement while commenting on PPP’s long
march. The PPP leader said that the three years of the
incumbent govt of PTI forced people of Pakistan to pro-
test. He said that the PPP was going to send the “select-
ed government” packing with the help of people’s power.
Nawab Ali Wassan further stated that the PPP had taken
to the streets for the rights of Pakistanis. He urged more
people to join the long march in Islamabad and help them
send the “puppet government” home. He added that the
PPP had given the provinces their rights in the form of
the 18th amendment and the party’s planned march rep-
resented the issues of all provinces.

opportunities: UBG

erably enhanced the confidence of the
business community which will lead
to promotion of bilateral trade & eco-
nomic relations and encourage them
to enter into joint ventures in various
potential sectors hitherto unexplored.

They further said that the reciprocal vis-
it of President of Uzbekistan long await-
ed is vibrant indication to bring the busi-
ness community of both countries more
closer which will consequently result in
enhancement of the volume of bilateral

trade. Further commenting on the visit
of President Uzbekistan they said that
Pakistan considers Uzbekistan as a gate
way to Central Asian Countries particu-
larly Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Tajik-
istan, Kyrgyzstan. Improvement in bilat-
eral trade will be beneficial for both the
countries as Pakistan can penetrate in
Central Asian region having trade poten-
tial of US $ 90 billion while Uzbekistan
can drive benefits from Gwadar port and
huge potential market of Pakistan.

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The leaders and mem-
bers of UBG have said that the Prefer-
ential Trade Agreement (PTA) between
Pakistan and Uzbekistan was long de-
sire of the business community which
has been accomplished in the recent
visit of President of Uzbekistan. They
said that PTA signed by the head of
states of both the countries has consid-

by exporting its first-ever
smart phone consignment
to the UAE under the
‘Manufactured in Pakistan’
tag, said a news release is-
sued here.

Since the implementation of
Device Identification Regis-
tration and Blocking System
(DIRBS), the Pakistan Tel-
ecommunication Authority
(PTA) has blocked about
26.03 million fake and rep-
lica mobile devices.
Recently, 175,000 interna-
tional mobile equipment
identity (IMI) devices re-
ported stolen were also
blocked. About 880,780
IMEI devices identified as
cloned, duplicated against
5.28  million = MISDN
banned on network. As
per report, the telecom
sector of Pakistan re-
mained at the high growth
trajectory and generated
highest-ever revenue of
Rs 644 billion during the
financial year 2020-21 as
compared to Rs 592 billion
previous year. — APP

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: The India Study
Centre (ISC) at the Institute
of Strategic Studies Islamabad
(ISSI) organized “ISC’s Annu-
al Advisory Board Meeting” on
Thursday, March 3, 2022, to re-
view the performance of the Cen-
tre and to provide overall policy
directions for the current year.
The members of the ISC advisory
board attended the meeting.

In his welcome remarks, Ambas-
sador Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry, Di-
rector General, ISSI, apprised the
board on the workings of the five
centres of excellence at the ISSI
that have contributed towards the
aim of producing quality work,
achieving synergy, the relevance of
issue areas and narrative building.
He said that ISSI did 190 events
throughout the year 2021 and has

R’
extended outreach to 43 think

tanks internationally. The theme
that ISSI is following for the year

2022 is “National Security — Ex-
panding Horizons.” He further ap-
preciated ISC for producing excel-

lent work for over two years.
While giving the Performance Re-
view of ISC, Malik Dr. Saif Malik,

Director ISC, apprised the adviso-

ry board about the vision and func-
tions of the Centre.

The vision of ISC is to contrib-
ute focused research and quality
policy input through in-depth
analysis and dialogue on issues
of strategic significance for the
region. He apprised the advisory
board that the Centre organized
14 major events in 2021 includ-
ing seminars, webinars, work-
shops, roundtables and Monday
Retreat. He also talked about
ISC vision 2020-2023 and gave
a review of 2021 activities. The
ISC research activities included
issues briefs, research papers,
op-eds and confidential briefs.

This was followed by interactive
discussion in which the advisory
board members appreciated the
work of the ISC and gave sugges-
tions to improve the Center’s re-
search, activities and outreach.

stan, was presented to Paki-
stan Tobacco Company Lim-
ited at a 11th Annual Int’l
CSR Summit and Awards
ceremony held in Karachi.
The decision of the panel
was ratified by the executive
board of The Professionals
Network (TPN) and Ethical
Business Update (EBU a
digital magazine). Madeeh
Pasha, Corporate Affairs
Manager, MESA & NA re-
ceived the award on behalf
of the company alongside
Mr. Shahpar Mehboob, Re-
gional Manager Sindh &
Baluchistan.

While commenting on the
occasion Madeeh Pasha
said that we are honored
to be the award winners
for the four highly vetted
CSR categories in this
year’s 11th Annual Int’l
CSR Awards. This is a
proud achievement and a
testimony to our commit-
ment and efforts towards
our Environment, Social
& Governance (ESG)
agenda. - APP



No trust move
against the govt

P OLITICAL climate in Pakistan is getting hostile with the each

passing day. The opposition parties claim to have gathered

enough support to send the government packing. Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) on Thursday claimed that 38 gov-
ernment members would support the no-confidence motion against
Prime Minister Imran Khan. According to sources, the list of 38 gov-
ernment members of the assembly was sent to former prime minister
and PML-N supremo Nawaz Sharif. The PML-N has also assured 10
parliamentarians of giving party tickets in the next elections.
A senior leader of the PML-N claimed that 16 members of the Nation-
al Assembly were with him.The senior PML-N leader also claimed
that the PML-N has divided the like-minded members of the govern-
ment in three phases. According to sources, lawmakers belonging to
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N), Pakistan Peoples Party
(PPP), Awami National Party (ANP), Balochistan National Party-Men-
gal (BNP-M) and others have signed the no trust motion.
As per draft, the country is in a state of economic crisis and there is
no road map to get the country out of this. There is also political insta-
bility and uncertainty in the country and government has also failed at
foreign policy front. The draft states that the Leader of the House has
lost the confidence of the majority of the members.
On the other hand Chairman Pakistan People’s Party (PPP) Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari gave Prime Minister (PM) Imran Khan an ultimatum of
five days to resign from office and dissolve assembly. Addressing the
public in Bahawalpur on Thursday, the PPP Chairman said that people
want to get rid of PM Imran Khan. He added that the mission of Bena-
zir Bhutto will be continued and fulfilled. We will solve the problems
of the people by forming a people s government. Allies should not side
with puppets, we will hold transparent elections this year.
The government is still determined that it was not going anywhere. The
recent meeting of Prime Minister Imran Khan with PMLQ leadership,
during his recent visit to Lahore, seeks to give an impression as if the dan-
ger were gone but political analysts say the danger is still there. Jehangir
Tareen group continues to pose serious challenges to the government.
Maulana Fazl says in next two days no trust move shall be tabled. The best
option available with the government is to focus on masses welfare and try
to deliver as much as it can.
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Uzbek President
concludes his visit

RESIDENT of Uzbekistan returned home Friday at the con-

clusion of his two-day state visit to Islamabad.The Uzbek pres-

ident during his stay in the capital met President Dr Arif Alvi
and Prime Minister Imran Khan.A number of agreements and Mem-
oranda of Understanding were signed between the two countries dur-
ing the visit of the Uzbek president.
President Mirziyoyev marked the historic commemoration of the 30th
anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations between Pa-
kistan and Uzbekistan. Pakistan and Uzbekistan are linked through
a common faith, shared history and cultural affinities. The two coun-
tries have been closely collaborating at regional and international
fora, especially at the UN, OIC, ECO, and SCO.
It was Uzbek president’s first ever visit to Pakistan after becoming the
President of Uzbekistan. He took over the charge of the Presidency af-
ter the demise of Islam Karimov who was the first President of Uzbeki-
stan after the country got independence in 1992. Since then Uzbekistan
has been on the move. The country, under the dynamic leadership of
President Shavkat has made huge strides in all fields, especially in the
field of trade and economy. As regards the infrastructural development
the country had done marvels. After having been to Uzbekistan on a
couple of occasions, I can surely say Uzbekistan happens to be the apt
example of modernity and religious tolerance. The country can right-
ly boost off its religious tourism potential and that is what the Uzbek
president talked about during his joint press take-out with the Pakistani
Prime Minister Imran Khan. He expressed hope to further deepen co-
operation with Pakistan in the field of religious tourism.
Both sides agreed for the early resumption of flights. Uzbek air used to
operate from Lahore to Tashkent twice a week but it was discontinued
due to Covid pandemic. Ostensibly, closure of the air link badly affected
the tourism industry on both sides but it is good sign that leaderships
of both countries, after realizing the difficulties of people, have now de-
cided to re-open this route. The step is likely to further deepen people
to people cooperation between the two countries. On Afghanistan both
sides agreed to work together because peace in Afghanistan is directly
linked to peace in Pakistan and Uzbekistan. In addition, all energy pro-
ject between the two countries can only be made operational when there
will be complete peace there. Let us hope for even deeper bilateral ties.

Saudi Arabia and Indonesia:
Clashing visions of ‘moderate Islam’

James Dorsey

In line with accepted
dogma, Mr. Bin Salman
said he could not
change rules enshrined
in the Qur’an, viewed
as God’s word, but was
free to reinterpret the
majority of Islamic legal
provisions derived from
reported sayings
and deeds of the
Prophet Mohammed

WO diametrically opposed visions

of moderate Islam have emerged

as major Muslim powers battle to
define the soul of their faith in the 21st
century in a struggle that is as much about
geopolitics as it is about autocratic sur-
vival and visualisations of a future civilisa-
tion and world order. Saudi Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman and Yahya Cholil
Staquf, the newly elected chairman of the
central board of Indonesia’s Nahdlatul Ula-
ma, the world’s largest Muslim civil society
movement, expressed their duelling visions
in separate but almost simultaneously pub-
lished interviews. While the timing of the
interviews was coincidental, they neatly laid
out the parameters of a rivalry among ma-
jor Middle Eastern and Asian Muslim-ma-
jority powers to dominate the discourse of
Islam’s place as the world transits into an as
yet undefined new world order.

How much damage will sanctions do to

Sergey Aleksashenko

The freezing of the
CBR’s assets and
accounts in the G7
countries means that it
is left with gold reserves
worth $127bn held in
Russia and renminbi
reserves worth $70bn.
Both are useless from
the point of view of
maintaining stability in
the domestic foreign
exchange market

VER the past week, Western coun-

tries have ramped up sanctions

against Russia in response to its
invasion of Ukraine. The measures are the
toughest since those imposed on Iran in
2010 and North Korea in 2013.
Russia is the largest economy and the
largest country globally, by population,
against which such strong sanctions have
ever been implemented. Western leaders
know that they will not immediately stop
the war, but hope that they would inflict
enough damage on the Russian economy
to help de-escalate the conflict.
So how tough are the sanctions? They are
much tougher than those previously im-
posed on Russia in the aftermath of the
annexation of Crimea and the start of the
war in Eastern Ukraine in 2014, but I would

Unsurprisingly, the visions expressed by
the two leaders mirror the struggle epito-
mised by the Russian invasion of Ukraine
between an autocratic, civilisationalist,
and a more democratic and pluralistic vi-
sion of the world in the 21st century.

At the heart of the differences between
Messrs. Bin Salman and Staquf lie ques-
tions about whether Islam needs reform or
a return to basics, who has the authority to
interpret or reinterpret the faith, and what
constitutes proper Islamic governance.
Speaking to The Atlantic, Mr. Bin Salman
left no doubt that the authority to interpret
Islam was his and his alone.

A law graduate from King Saud University
who prides himself as a student of Islamic
jurisprudence who bent Saud Arabia’s re-
ligious establishment to his will, Mr. Bin
Salman laid out the principle of the auto-
crats’ notion of moderate Islam: absolute
obedience to the ruler.

“In Islamic law, the head of the Islamic es-
tablishment is wali al-amr, the ruler,” Mr.
Bin Salman said.

For good order, Mr. Bin Salman added that
“Saudi Arabia is based on pure monarchy,”
and he, as crown prince, would preserve the
system. To remove himself from it would
amount to a betrayal of all the monarchies
and Saudis beneath him. “I can’t stage a
coup d’état against 14 million citizens,” Mr.
Bin Salman said. He was asserting that most
Saudis supported not only the monarchy but
also one-man monarchical rule.

Mr. Bin Salman was also insisting that he
decided what implementation of Islamic law
entailed and that he had the authority and
power to interpret the faith as he saw fit.

In line with accepted dogma, Mr. Bin Salman
said he could not change rules enshrined in
the Qur’an, viewed as God’s word, but was
free to reinterpret the majority of Islamic le-
gal provisions derived from reported sayings
and deeds of the Prophet Mohammed.

not call them “nuclear”. That is, they could
damage the Russian economy but not oblit-
erate it, given some major loopholes pur-
posefully left by the sanction architects.
What follows is my insight into how the cur-
rent package of sanctions will and will not
hurt the Russian economy and why.
Sanctions on the Central Bank
Undoubtedly, the most powerful blow to the
Russian financial system is the imposition
of sanctions on the Central Bank of Russia
(CBR), which plays a crucial role in the do-
mestic foreign exchange market.
The CBR has enormous foreign exchange
reserves amounting to $640bn and it tra-
ditionally regulates the level of the rouble
exchange rate.
The freezing of the CBR’s assets and ac-
counts in the G7 countries means that it is
left with gold reserves worth $127bn held
in Russia and renminbi reserves worth
$70bn. Both are useless from the point of
view of maintaining stability in the domes-
tic foreign exchange market.
From February 24 to March 2 the CBR
loaned 4.4 trillion roubles (3.4 percent of
GDP) to banks as part of its efforts to main-
tain stability in the financial system.
The sanctions against the CBR affected the
domestic foreign exchange market immedi-
ately after they were announced on Sunday.
By the end of that day, the selling rate of
dollars in exchange offices of banks had
risen by at least 45 percent compared with
Friday. In the next days, the gap between
selling and buying rates in the banks’ offic-
es was between 20 and 50 percent.
Starting from Sunday night, the CBR and
the government issued several new regu-
lations imposing currency control. Export-
ers now have to sell 80 percent of foreign
exchange earnings for roubles. Foreigners
cannot sell Russian stocks and bonds and

“He’s short-circuiting the tradition,” Mid-
dle East scholar Bernard Haykel told The
Atlantic. “But he’s doing it in an Islamic
way. He's saying that there are very few
things that are fixed beyond dispute in Is-
lam. That leaves him to determine what is
in the interest of the Muslim community.
If that means opening movie theatres, al-
lowing tourists, or women on the beaches
on the Red Sea, then so be it.”

Mr. Bin Salman has no doubt given tradition
short shrift. He has introduced social rath-
er than religious changes of traditions that
were tribal, not religious in origin, even if
they were religiously packaged.

The crown prince'‘s views clashed with an op-
posed vision of what Indonesia’s Nahdlatul
Ulama calls the need to “recontextualise”
Islam to bring its legal concepts and philoso-
phy into line with the 21st century.
Recontextualisation would involve revising
“obsolete” elements of Islamic jurisprudence
that are supremacist or discriminatory. These
include concepts such as the kafir or infidel
and dhimmi or people of the book like Jews
and Christians who enjoy protected but sec-
ond-class status under Islamic law; and slav-
ery which has been abolished across the
Muslim world in secular law but has yet to be
removed from the Sharia.

The clash of visions was evident in Mr. Bin
Salman’s definition of authority and his re-
jection of the notion of a ‘moderate Islam.’
Mr. Bin Salman insisted “that the term
would make terrorists and extremists hap-
py.” In the crown prince’s mind, it suggests
that “we in Saudi Arabia and other Muslim
countries are changing Islam into something
new, which is not true,” he said. “We are go-
ing back to the core, back to pure Islam,”
as practiced by the Prophet Muhammed and
his four successors. “These teachings of the
Prophet and the four caliphs—they were
amazing. They were perfect.”

Mr. Bin Salman’s insistence that 7th cen-

transfer coupons and dividends to their ac-
counts, while residents and non-residents
from 43 countries (that imposed sanctions
on Russia) cannot transfer funds to their ac-
counts with banks outside Russia.
A side-effect of the sanctions on the CBR
is the freezing of assets belonging to the
Ministry of Finance, current accounts and
funds of the National Welfare Fund. But it
does not seem that this will have any effect
on the current economic situation.
However, the devaluation of the rouble will
certainly affect consumer inflation, which
may grow by an additional 4-5 percent for
a 40-50 percent increase in the value of the
dollar. By the end of February, consumer
price inflation in Russia exceeded 9 per-
cent, with food inflation exceeding 12.5
percent. Devaluation of the rouble, poten-
tial problems with imports, and general
political uncertainty may undermine a busi-
ness’s desire to take risks and result in low-
er growth in agriculture, lower supply, and
even higher food inflation. In addition, dis-
ruptions in the payment system may lead to
disruptions in the supply of imported goods
to Russia, further accelerating inflation by
reducing supply.

SWIFT and foreign payments
The EU and the US have put on their sanc-
tions list a number of Russian banks and
major companies. This will result in Rus-
sia’s largest bank, Sberbank, which holds
33 percent of the banking system’s assets,
being unable to make its payments and
those of its customers denominated in dol-
lars. Its correspondent accounts with US
banks will be blocked and the bank had to
pull out of the European market. Four oth-
er banks, VTB, Otkritie, Novikombank, and
Sovcombank will face the same fate.
In addition, the US blocked 13 major Rus-
sian companies and banks from accessing

tury Islam was perfect explains why he
has not anchored his wide-ranging social
reforms that have lifted major but not all
restrictions on women and modern-day en-
tertainment in religious rather than only
secular law. Yet, it is religious, not Saudi
law, that pious Muslims beyond the realm
of Saudi jurisdiction will look at.

It’s a void that Nahdlatul Ulama hopes to fill.
The group says it has started to do so when
in 2019, a gathering of 20,000 Islamic schol-
ars declared the legal category of the kafir
or the infidel to be obsolete and no longer
operable under Muslim law.

The term was replaced with the word
muwathinun or citizen to emphasize that
Muslims and non-Muslims were equal be-
fore the law. “The word ‘kafir’ hurts some
non-Muslims and is perceived to be theo-
logically violent,” Nahdlatul Ulama cleric
Abdul Mogsith Ghazali said at the time.
The movement has since yet to tackle other
legal concepts that it has identified as “ob-
solete.” Nonetheless, Mr. Staquf, who was
elected chairman in December noted that
Nahdlatul Ulama’s founder, Haji Hasyim
Asy’ari, had conceived the movement as a
vehicle for “consolidating the universe.”

At the time, that meant a vehicle to fill the
void created by the abolition of the cali-
phate by Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, the gen-
eral-turned-statemen who carved modern
Turkey out of the ruins of the Ottoman
empire. For many Muslims, the caliphate
underpinned Islamic civilization. “From
the existing records, Nahdlatul Ulama was
established to forge a new path for future
civilization, to replace the old civilizational
construct that was lost,” Mr. Staquf told In-
donesia’s Kompas magazine.

Rooted in the history of Indonesian Islam
and Nahdlatul Ulama, Mr. Staquf branded the
group’s religious precepts as ‘humanitarian
Islam.’ The group projects it as an alternative
to state-backed, less developed, less tolerant,

its capital markets and banned US investors
from buying new issues of Russian govern-
ment bonds in their initial public offerings
and on the secondary market. The G7 coun-
tries also decided to disconnect several
Russian banks from the SWIFT system. Dis-
connecting banks from the SWIFT system
does not limit their ability to make foreign
exchange payments. It only slows down pay-
ments and makes them more expensive.
Foreign debt
Another significant aspect of the West-
ern sanctions is the ban on the access of
Russian banks and companies to Western
capital markets. As a result, there will be
a substantial outflow of foreign investors
from Russia; predictions by various experts
range from $30bn to $50bn of investments
lost in a year.
The ban will also affect banks’ ability to re-
pay foreign debt. If the official statistics are
to be believed, Russia’s foreign debt is not
too large. As of October 1, it was $478bn
or 27 percent of GDP. However, from the
point of view of its impact on the economy,
it is not so much the amount of debt that
matters, but the schedule for its repayment
and the share of short-term debt.
In the next 12 months, Russian banks and
companies will have to repay more than
$100bn. This is a hefty schedule, and many
Russian borrowers counted on refinancing
old debts. Now, this opportunity will be
closed for many of them. This means that
the Russian economy will have to channel
substantial financial resources to repay for-
eign debt. The only way to do this is to use
domestic savings, undermining already weak
economic growth. It is too early to assess
how much the Russian economy will slow
down, but it is clear that the recent IMF pro-
jection of 2.8 percent growth is unrealistic.
Technology and aviation industry

and less pluralistic notions of moderate Islam
as propagated by Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates as well expressions of political
Islam represented by Turkey, Iran, and the
Muslim Brotherhood.
Mr. Staquf has one advantage few other
Muslim religious reformers have. Indone-
sia and Nahdlatul Ulama have their own
religious authorities that they believe ri-
val those of the Middle East. As a result,
Nahdlatul Ulama scholars feel no need to
take their cue from seats of Islamic learn-
ing like Al Azhar in Cairo or the Islamic
University of Medina.
Unlike Mr. Bin Salman, Mr. Staquf sees
his role as returning to the vision of Ab-
durrahman Wahid, a widely respected and
visionary former leader of Nahdlatul Ula-
ma and onetime Indonesian president.
Affectionately known as Gus Dur, Mr. Wa-
hid sought to forge “a new path towards
the development of a new civilization,”
said Mr. Staquf, a prominent Islamic schol-
ar in his own right and disciple of Mr.
Wahid. “We must strive to establish a uni-
versal consensus that respects the equal
rights and dignity of every human being.”
Mr. Bin Salman may have more drama to
show in his efforts to define ‘moderate Is-
lam’ and control its narrative than does Mr.
Staquf in the opening salvos of what amounts
to a battle for the soul of Islam.
However, in the ultimate analysis, it may be
Mr. Staquf as part of a broader endeavour
that has a more significant impact on the re-
form of Islam as such rather than the reform
of only one Muslim-majority state.
— Dr. James M. Dorsey is an
award-winning journalist and scholar,
a Senior Fellow at the National
University of Singapore’s Middle East
Institute and Adjunct Senior
Fellow at Nanyang Technological
University’s S. Rajaratnam School of
International Studies.

Russia?

Sanctions are also restricting Western ex-
ports of technology, equipment, and compo-
nents to Russia, which could affect Russian
imports of machinery, equipment, and tech-
nological goods. These sanctions will seri-
ously impact the technological level of the
Russian economy. Russia has traditionally
been an importer of advanced technology,
used in all kinds of technologically complex
products, from vacuum cleaners to nucle-
ar-powered icebreaker ships. Many military
products will be impossible to produce in
Russia if sanctions remain in place.
A critical restriction that will substantially
impact the current situation, but which is
likely to be short-lived, is the closure by
EU countries of their airspace to Russian
aircraft, including business aviation. Flights
to Europe are essential for Russian airlines
because they are more profitable; they ac-
tively use transit flights from Asian coun-
tries to European countries. This restric-
tion will affect the most affluent Russians
who fly to Europe for business or leisure.
Russian authorities have imposed similar
bans on European airlines, which means a
real Iron Curtain 2.0 for Russian citizens.
There are also more symbolic sanctions, in-
cluding those targeting specific individuals
with visa bans and asset freezes, severing
business ties, cancelling sports competitions
and cultural events, restricting the reach
of Russian state media, etc. They may not
affect the economy of the country, but will
increase the feeling of international isolation
that the country will suffer as a result of the
war. The Russian economy is going down the
ice chute, and no one knows today when this
downward spiral will end. It is safe to say that
the economy will slow down sharply and the
standard of living will fall, but it is premature
to give any quantitative estimates today.

— Courtesy: Al Jazeera
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Ukraine’s
Yastremska
into Lyon
semi-finals

LYON: Ukraine’s Dayana
Yastremska reached the
Lyon WTA semifinals on
Friday, a week after escap-
ing the Russian bombing of
her Odessa home city and
said she is “motivated” to
win the title for her country.
The 21-year-old eased past
fifth-seeded Italian Jas-
mine Paolini 6-4, 7-6 (7/3),
dedicating her win to her
grandmother who was cel-
ebrating her birthday back
in Ukraine. “I feel so much
support from everybody,”
said Yastremska who is into
her first semifinal since
Hamburg last July.

“Maybe in a tough moment I
can hear and especially feel
how people are supporting
me here, and that’s another
win for Ukraine.”
Yastremska, who has won
three WTA titles but none
since May 2019, also played
doubles in Lyon with 15-year-
old sister Ivanna on Monday.
She has played every match
with a Ukraine flag draped
around her shoulders. “I'm
really happy to have reached
the semifinals because it’s
been a long time since I've
been there,” she added. “It
was very difficult to play, very
moving especially the second
set which was really very
close but I always remained
very motivated to win.” Yas-
tremska arrived in Lyon on
Saturday and spoke of being
“woken up by bombs” when
Russia invaded Ukraine last
week, before embarking on
an arduous journey to France.
Her father and mother re-
mained in the Black Sea
port city of Odessa after say-
ing goodbye to their daugh-
ters when they crossed the
Danube by boat to reach
Romania. — APP

Russian
strike on...

From Pack 01
several cities in the second
week of the assault launched
by Russian President
Vladimir Putin.

A high-ranking Russian gen-
eral has been killed during
fighting in Ukraine, in what
experts say will be a bitter
blow for Russian leader
Vladimir Putin. Andrei Suk-
hovetsky was the command-
ing general of the Russian
7th Airborne Division and
a deputy commander of the
41st Combined Arms Army,
and by far the most senior
Russian figure to have died
in the conflict so far.

A military source said Maj
Gen Sukhovetsky had been
killed by a sniper.

A presidential adviser said
an advance had been halted
on the southern city of Myk-
olayiv after local authorities
said Russian troops had en-
tered it. If captured, the city
of 500,000 people would be
the biggest yet to fall.

The capital Kyiv, in the path
of a Russian armoured col-
umn that has been stalled
on a road for days, came
under renewed attack, with
air raid sirens blaring in the
morning and explosions au-
dible from the city centre.
The U.S. Embassy in
Ukraine called the Russian
assault on the Zaporizhzhia
plant a “war crime”. Pen-
tagon spokesperson John
Kirby said it showed how
reckless the Russian inva-
sion has been.

Although the nuclear plant
was later said to be safe and
the fire out, officials wor-
ried about the precarious
circumstances.

NATO rejects
Ukraine...

From Pace 01
mainly in the form of
farreaching sanctions on
Russia, with EU members on
Friday saying more financial
punishment was yet to come.
“We are not part of this con-
flict,” NATO Secretary-Gen-
eral Jens Stoltenberg told a
news conference. “We have
a responsibility as NATO al-
lies to prevent this war from
escalating beyond Ukraine
because that would be even
more dangerous, more devas-
tating and would cause even
more human suffering.”

Jens Stoltenberg warned
the war in Ukraine will lead
to more deaths and destruc-
tion over the coming days
as he appealed to Putin to
withdraw all Russian troops
without conditions.

“The days to come are like-
ly to be worse, with more
deaths, more suffering and
more destruction,” Stolten-
berg told reporters at NA-
TO’s headquarters in Brus-
sels. — News Desk

Australian tour, historic day
for Pakistan cricket: PCB

ICC Chief Executive Geoff Allardice said an historic Test series was
going to be played between Pakistan and Australia. “The tour of Australia
is also important for the Pakistan World Test Championship”

Fawad thanks Australia

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Fais-
al Hasnain on Friday termed the Australian
team touring Pakistan after a gap of 24 years
and playing the first Test at Pindi Stadium,
Rawalpindi, as an historic day for Pakistan
cricket, saying the cricket fans have waited
for two decades to see the Kangaroos and
Green-shirts play.

“I am proud to have the Pindi Stadium of-
ficials sitting with me. Pakistani cricket
fans welcome the Australian cricket team
to Pakistan. It is such an important day in
the history of Pakistan cricket as Pakistan
cricket fans have been waiting for 24 years
to see Australia play here,” he said in a
presser along with International Cricket
Council (ICC) Chief Executive Geoff Allard-
ice and Chief Executive Cricket Australia
Nick Hockley.

He said top quality cricket would be seen
in the Pakistan-Australia series. “Austral-
ia’s visit to Pakistan is not only important

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information
and Broadcasting Chaudhry Fawad Hus-
sain Friday expressed excitement over
the resumption of Pakistan’s home crick-
et series with Australia after a gap of al-
most 24 years. The minister, expressing
his gratitude to Australia on the first day
of the first test match being played in
Rawalpindi, said, “Thank you Australia
for making this March beautiful for us.”

Fawad in a tweet sharing his sentiments

for cricket, but also for cricket between the
two boards. Today is the new beginning of
cricket ties between the two teams,” he said
and added this series would send a positive
message to the world.

ICC Chief Executive Geoff Allardice said an
historic Test series was going to be played
between Pakistan and Australia. “The tour

said Pakistan, a cricket loving nation, was
anxiously waiting for the Australian team
to enjoy quality cricket.

He also appreciated the Australian High
Commission’s role for making this crick-
et series between the two world-class
teams possible. Extending his best wish-
es to Pakistan Cricket team’s captain
Babar Azam, the minister prayed for his
team’s success in the entire scheduled
series. — APP

of Australia is also important for the Paki-
stan World Test Championship.”

He said cricket fans would get to see an in-
teresting match between both teams. How-
ever on the death of renowned Australian
cricketer Rod Marsh, he said he was sad-
dened to hear the news of his death who
passed away on Friday.

CA Chief Executive Nick Hockley said today
was an historic day in Pakistan for which we
have worked tirelessly. “Australia has re-
ceived historic welcome in Pakistan, thanks
to PCB and cricket fans here. CA, Todd
Greenberg, chairman of the Australian Play-
ers’ Association and the Australian players
have been waiting for a long time for the
tour of Pakistan. We also worked tirelessly
to see this tour happen,” he said and added
the security in Pakistan was excellent.

“I am proud to be in Pakistan and rela-
tions between Pakistan and Australia
will further improved. Seeing the prepa-
rations of cricket in Pakistan, the confi-
dence has increased even more and the
friendship between both the nations will
also be enhanced,” he said.

“The people of Pakistan love cricket im-
mensely. We know that the spectators will
reach the stadium and support the players.”
Meanwhile, he also paid condolences on the
sad demise of Rod Marsh. — APP

- .
LR
iz
- .I

-
- -
Y
-

RAWALPINDI: Pakistan’s player Imam-ul-Haq celebrates after scoring a half-century
(50 runs) during the first day of the first Test cricket match between Pakistan and Australia

at the Rawalpindi Cricket Stadium. — APP
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Imam’s ton
put Pakistan in
early control

SporTs DESK

RAWALPINDI: Recalled opener Imam-ul-Haq cracked a bril-
liant maiden century Friday as Pakistan finished the open-
ing day of the first Test against Australia on a commanding
245-1 in Rawalpindi. The 26-year-old left-hander marked the
first Test by Australia in Pakistan for 24 years with 132 not
out, leaving the tourists frustrated on a dry and flat Rawal-
pindi Cricket Stadium pitch. Australia have not toured Paki-
stan since 1998 for security reasons.

At the close Friday, veteran batsman Azhar Ali was unbeat-
en on 64, having added 140 for the unbroken second wicket
after Pakistan won a crucial toss and opted to bat.

Haq put on a confident 105-run stand for the opening wicket
with Abdullah Shafique as Australia used eight bowlers, but
only spinner Nathan Lyon (1-87) managed a scalp in 31 tire-
less overs. Shafique miscued a lofted shot off Lyon in the
penultimate over before lunch for 44.

Shafique was shaping well after getting a life on 21 when
Travis Head dropped a sharp chance at leg slip off Lyon,
who extracted spin from the outset.

Shafique hit three boundaries and a six during his enter-
prising knock. That brought Azhar to the crease, and the

Pakistanis dominated the Australian attack - forcing skipper
Pat Cummins to use part-time spinners Head, Steven Smith

and Marnus Labuschagne, but to no effect.

Mount Maunganui’s Bay Oval.

Jess Kerr at mid-off in the third over.

\fours and one six. — News Desk

" West Indies beat
New Zealand in
World Cup opener

MOUNT MAUNGANUI: Host nation New Zealand lost the
opening match of the Women’s Cricket World Cup in dra-
matic fashion Friday when the West Indies claimed three
wickets in the final over. New Zealand finished three runs
short of the West Indies’ total of 259 as Hayley Matthews’
119 powered the Caribbean women to a shock victory at

Kiwi captain Sophie Devine responded with a defiant 108
but Deandra Dottin took 2-2 in the final over and helped run
out rookie Fran Jonas to claim a last-gasp win. New Zealand
opted to bowl after winning the toss, with Devine saying
her players were excited about the “once in a generation”
chance to play the one-day showcase on home soil.

“It would be silly to think that there’s not going to be pres-
sure or expectation, so we’re trying to really step into that
and embrace it,” she said. The West Indies finished with
259-9, making a blistering start of 10 runs an over before
the New Zealand attack pegged them back with a steady
stream of wickets. The first dismissal of the tournament
was Dottin on 12 when she edged a Lea Tahuhu delivery to

Matthews’ maiden ton was the highlight of the innings af-
ter the 23-year-old was promoted from the middle order to
open the batting. “I'm not sure how I felt about it at first
since I was pretty comfortable batting at five, but it seemed
to work out alright,” she said after a knock that included 16

WEeB DESK

Mirza-Malik Show’.

press conference in Dubai.

ISLAMABAD: Shoaib Malik, former
captain and renowned player of Pa-
kistan cricket team, has released the
first photo teaser of his upcoming
show with Sania Mirza, his wife, a well
known athlete in her own right.

Both star athletes, Shoaib Malik and
Sania Mirza, are all set to enter the
entertainment industry by co-host-
ing the variety show called ‘The

Malik shared this news through his
official Instagram account this week.
The Pakistani all-rounder also shared
his joy of working with his wife Sania
Mirza on this upcoming project.

‘The Mirza Malik Show’ will be re-
leased on Urduflix, first Urdu OTT
platform in Pakistan. Sania Mirza who
is a renowned tennis player will share
the screen as host with his husband.
Earlier, both athletes had announced
about their upcoming project in a

_/ “Iam very excited for this new project.
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“Fun, enjoyment,

We have always been connected with
the media industry but were on the
other side so now it feels exciting to
switch the sides and come up in front.
It would be a lot of fun”, Sania Mirza
expressed while talking to a private
media outlet during press conference.
and entertain-
ment are the main ingredients in
this show. We will try to show peo-

Shoaib & Sania drop first look
of “The Mirza Malik Show’

ple a different side of us and of the
guests”, the tennis star added.

While on the other side former captain
of Karachi Kings Shoaib Malik has also
revealed that he is eagerly waiting to ex-
perience this new thrilling opportunity.
“Looking forward to “The Mirza Malik
Show’ with Sania Mirza on UrduFlix”,
Malik stated along with a photo poster
of the show over his Instagram account.

Top cricket teams will follow Australia’s example

The PCB spent much of the last decade trying to convince teams to visit Pakistan but
suffered a setback when New Zealand and England abandoned their tours last year
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AFzZAL JAVED

RAWALPINDI: Cricket Austral-
ia Chief Executive (CEO) Nick
Hockley and Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) CEO Faisal Hasnain
said that it was “such a historic
day” for Pakistan for hosting the
Benaud-Qadir trophy and will
encourage major cricket nations
to shed their apprehensions and
visit to Pakistan.

Faisal Hasnain, CEO of the Pa-
kistan Cricket Board along with
Cricket Australia CEO Nick
Hockley, International Cricket

o
e

the efforts the PCB and various
authorities in Pakistan have made
to bring elite cricket back to Pa-
kistan and this is another step in
that journey,” Allardice said.

He said that a “strong Pakistan”
was “very important” for interna-
tional cricket. “I know this series
is an important one for the PCB
and cricket fans in Pakistan. I
think over the last five years, this
Australian side will be the sixth
Test-playing nation to visit Paki-
stan during that period. It’s a sig-
nificant moment for both sides.”
Australian Cricketers’ Association
(ACA) chief executive Todd Green-

Council CEO Geoff Allardice and
Australia Cricketers’ Associa-
tion CEO Todd Greenberg, held
a joint-press conference here at
the Pindi Cricket Stadium on
Friday ahead of the first Test be-
tween Pakistan and Australia for
the Benaud-Qadir Trophy.

The PCB spent much of the last
decade trying to convince teams
to visit Pakistan but suffered a
setback when New Zealand and
England abandoned their tours
last year.

While the four senior cricket ad-
ministrators shared their views on
the importance and significance
of the series and reflected on the

work done in the background to
make happen the first series be-
tween the two sides in Pakistan in
24 years, they also paid tributes to
legendary Australia wicketkeeper
Rodney Marsh, who sadly passed
this morning at the age of 74.
Addressing the media, PCB CEO
Faisal Hasnain said that this tour
is more than just about cricket
for Pakistan and it is a result of
teamwork, sincerity and mutual
respect. He said that we are privi-
leged to host one of the great Test
sides in the world. Our hospitality
and security will surely impress
the visitors.

“I'm confident that when the Aus-

tralian team returns home, they
will leave with fond memories, and
they all hope will become ambas-
sadors of Pakistan” Hasnain said,
adding that there are many people
on both sides who have worked
tirelessly over many months to
make this tour a reality. Talking
to media, Cricket Australia CEO
Nick Hockley said that we have
been looking forward to this his-
toric day and I could not be more
thrilled to be here in Pakistan.

“The welcome that we've received
has been just really overwhelming
and the excitement among our
playing group has just been palpa-
ble,” he said, adding that Pakistan

has worked hard to make this tour
happen. The security arrangements
and hospitality are up to the mark
so far and we are grateful to be here
for cricket,” he shared.

The Cricket Australia chief execu-
tive further thanked the PCB and
the ACA, saying that it’s been a
“wonderful team effort”.
International  Cricket Council
CEO Geoff Allardice said that he
is satisfied with all the arrange-
ments made by Pakistan for visi-
tors and I hope this tour will bring
more teams to Pakistan and make
the country a regular venue for
international cricket. “I've seen
over the last four or five years

berg said Australian cricketers
were “unbelievably excited to be
in Pakistan and thanked the PCB,
the government and, particular-
ly, the people of Pakistan for the
warm welcome they’ve received.
“A lot of players were very anx-
ious about this tour some months
ago, but that anxiety has turned
to real excitement and that’s a
really positive sign for global
cricket. It’s a really positive sign
that the Australian cricket team
are here, and we understand our
contribution and our responsibil-
ity to the global game, which is
why this tour is so significantly
important,” he said.

57 martyred
in mosque...

From Pace 01
Minister KP Barrister Mu-
hammad Ali Saif told media
that a huge blast was heard
in the mosque after two at-
tackers exchanged firing
with police deployed for se-
curity of the mosque.

The police and rescue work-
ers rushed to the site of
explosion and shifted the in-
jured to Lady Reading hospi-
tal Peshawar. Interior Min-
ister Sheikh Rashid Ahmed
strongly condemned the
Peshawar blast at a mosque
in Qissa Khawani Baazar in
which several people have
lost their lives and many
others received injuries.
According to a statement
issued here, he said, it was
a planned bomb attack to
disrupt peace and tranquil-
ity of the capital city of the
province adding there was
no threat received about
any untoward incident in
this area. However, he said
the law enforcement agen-
cies have been directed to
take all possible measures
to ensure security in the
area. Minister said that he
has sought a report from the
Chief Secretary and Inspec-
tor General Police Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.He expressed
grief and sorrow over the
loss of precious lives in the
blast. Sheikh Rashid also
extended condolence to the
families of the deceased.
Meanwhile, Chief Minis-
ter Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa , Mahmood Khan has
strongly condemned a blast
occurred at Kocha Risaldar
Mosque, here on Friday af-
ternoon. In a statement, he
expressed profound grief
and sorrow over precious
loss of lives and condoled
with victim families.He di-
rected rescue agencies and
district administration to
expedite rescue operations.
He directed administration
of all hospitals to ensure
the provision of best medi-
cal treatment to the injured.
Chief Minister directed the
ministers Barrister Muham-
mad Ali Saif and Kamran Ban-
gash to supervise the relief
operations and the provision
of medical aid to the injured.
He also sought a report of the
incident from the IGP Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa.

Long march
to continue...

From PacGe 01

brave and willing to continue
her journey with the workers
in the long march. The PPP
chairman said Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan has killed
the farmers financially and
he is going to Islamabad to
make him accountable for
it so masses must support
the long march. He said this
was announced by Imran
Khan that the PM should be
considered a thief and thug if
prices of petrol and electricity
hike in the country. So now
the people should stand up
against PM Imran on price
hikes and lies, Bilawal added.
Earlier, PPP Bahawalpur Di-
visional President Nawabzadi
Saira Abbasi, leading a cara-
van, has joined the marchers
near Khanewal. Speaking on
the occasion, Saira said that
the PPP’s march will send
the government home.

After Bilawal’s speech, the
caravan moved forward to
Sahiwal where complete
arrangements have been
made to give a warm recep-
tion to the marchers. Camps
have been set up at different
places of the city while the
sumptuous meal is also be-
ing cooked for the dinner.
From Sahiwal, the PPP
workers and leaders, led by
Chairman Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, will head to Lahore
tomorrow (March 5) and
will reach the city via Okara
and Pattoki.

US official
meets...

From PacGe 01

— and that the journalists,
prosecutors and others who
made up civil society in Af-
ghanistan might never get
US visas.“I told them that I
was really sorry it was tak-
ing so long and I was as frus-
trated as they were, frank-
ly,” the senior US official
said. “But I also asked for
their understanding of how
hard we’ve been working to
get the systems going.”

The visit comes as the Unit-
ed States is still struggling
with how to handle the tens
of thousands who piled into
planes in the hectic final days
of the US’s withdrawal from
Afghanistan in August last
year. More than 74,000 Af-
ghans are now living across
the US after being housed
on military bases for months,
amid challenges in resolving

immigration statuses and
logistical challenges in finding
affordable housing.
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Indonesia
reports
26,341 new

AGENCIES

JAKARTA: Indonesia on Fri-
day confirmed 26,347 new
COVID-19 cases, bringing
the total tally to 5,693,702,
the Ministry of Health said.
According to the minis-
try, the death toll from
COVID-19 rose by 328 to
149,596, while 40,462 more
people recovered from the
disease, bringing the total
number of recoveries to
5,026,853 in the Southeast
Asian country. As the Indo-
nesian government is accel-
erating its national vaccina-
tion programs to curb the
spread of the virus, more
than 191.63 million people
in the country have received
their first dose of the COV-
ID-19 vaccine, while over
146.55 million have taken
their second dose.
Indonesia started mass
COVID-19 vaccinations in
January last year after the
authorities approved the
emergency use of the Chi-
nese Sinovac vaccine.
Aiming to fully vaccinate
208.26 million people in
the country, the govern-
ment has administered
over 349.64 million vaccine
doses so far, including third
booster jabs.

Ukraine should
be bridge
between
East, West

WEB DESK

GENEVA: Chinese Ambassa-
dor for Disarmament Affairs
Li Song said here on Thurs-
day that Ukraine should be-
come a bridge between the
East and the West, not a front-
line for confrontation be-
tween major countries. The
situation in Ukraine is rap-
idly evolving and China has
been paying close atten-
tion to the developments,
Li said when briefing a ple-
nary meeting of the Con-
ference on Disarmament
on China’s position.

The current situation in
Ukraine is not in the inter-
est of any Country, he said,
adding that China always
forms its own position ac-
cording to the merits of the
matter at hand, and Chi-
na’s basic position on the
Ukraine issue is consistent
and unequivocal.

“We always believe that all
countries’ sovereignty and
territorial integrity should
be respected, and that in-
ternational disputes should
be resolved peacefully in
accordance with the purpos-
es and principles of the UN
Charter,” he noted.

“The immediate priority is
to prevent further worsen-
ing of the situation, while
stepping up diplomatic
efforts for a political solu-
tion,” he said. Li said that
in their first round of nego-
tiations, Russia and Ukraine
have shown their willing-
ness to continue talks, and
China welcomes this.
Facing the highly complex
and sensitive situation, Li
said, China does not support
any approach that may exac-
erbate tensions, and calls on
the international communi-
ty to abide by the principle
of political settlement and
create favorable conditions
for direct dialogue between
the parties concerned.

Iran FM
ready to go
to Vienna if
deal struck

WEB DErsk

TEHRAN: Iran’s foreign
minister said Friday he was
ready to travel to Vienna if a
deal is reached to revive the
2015 nuclear accord, as the
US suggested an agreement
is possible. “I am ready to go
to Vienna when the Western
sides accept our remaining
red lines,” Hossein Amir-Ab-
dollahian said in a phone call
with EU foreign policy chief
Josep Borrell, quoted in a
foreign ministry statement.

“The presence of foreign
ministers in Vienna and the
announcement of a final
deal depend on full respect
for the red lines set out by
Iran, including effective
economic guarantees,” the
statement read. The 2015
deal began unravelling when
former US president Don-
ald Trump withdrew from
it in 2018 and re-imposed
sanctions, prompting Iran
to start disregarding the
limits on its nuclear activity
laid down in the agreement.

UN offers mediation to put
Libya back on election path

Covid cases Stephanie Williams’ offer came a day after the country’s eastern-based parliament
swore in a prime minister in a challenge to interim premier Abdulhamid Dbeibah

AGENCIES

TRIPOLI: The United Na-
tions’ top official in con-
flictravaged Libya offered
Friday to mediate in a bitter
dispute over a framework
for postponed elections,
warning against “escala-
tion” after a parallel govern-
ment took office.

Stephanie Williams’ offer
came a day after the coun-
try’s eastern-based par-
liament swore in a prime
minister in a challenge to
interim premier Abdulha-
mid Dbeibah - a move ob-
servers fear could tip Libya

into a new schism.
Williams, UN chief Antonio
Guterres’ Special Advisor
on Libya, warned Friday in
a series of tweets that “the
solution to Libya’s crisis
does not lie in forming rival
administrations and peren-
nial transitions.”

She said she had written
to the leaders of both the
eastern-based House of Rep-
resentatives and the High
Council of State, an upper
house based in Tripoli, “invit-
ing them to nominate six del-
egates from each chamber to
form a joint committee dedi-
cated to developing a consen-
sual constitutional basis.”

Her proposal comes after
presidential and parlia-
mentary elections, set for
December 24 as part of a
UN-brokered peace pro-
cess, were abandoned amid
bitter disputes over their
constitutional and legal
footing as well as the can-
didacies of several highly
contested figures.

Their indefinite postpone-
ment dashed hopes of draw-
ing a line under a decade
of conflict since the 2011
revolt that toppled dictator
Moamer Kadhafi.

The country endured two ri-
val governments from 2014
to early 2021, when Dbeibah’s

administration was approved
by key factions after a cease-
fire late the previous year. On
Thursday, despite months of
UN-led efforts aimed at re-uni-
fying its institutions, Libya
found itself once again with
two prime ministers - Tripo-
li-based Dbeibah, who has re-
fused to cede power except
to an elected government,
and former interior minister
Fathi Bashagha, backed by
the parliament hundreds of
miles to the east.

In his inaugural speech,
Bashagha accused Dbeibah
and his allies of shutting
the country’s airspace and
detaining three ministers to

prevent them reaching the
assembly to be sworn in.
Williams on Friday stressed
“the fundamental impor-
tance of preserving security
and stability, and refraining
from all acts of escalation.”
She also urged the coun-
try’s politicians to “engage
constructively together to
move towards elections, for
the sake of the 2.8 million
Libyans who registered to
vote” last year.

She proposed to convene
the joint committee on
March 15 and to produce a
consitutional framework.
There was no immediate
public response to her

proposal from the upper
or lower house. Kadhafi
scrapped Libya’s constitu-
tion after seizing power in
a 1969 coup and ruled for
four decades through a mix-
ture of a personality cult,
tribal alliances, petrodollar
patronage and manipulating
the military to avoid further
coup attempts. After he was
ousted and killed in the NA-
TO-backed uprising, Libyan
politicians agreed on a “con-
stitutional declaration”. In
2017, a committee submit-
ted a proposed constitution
to parliament, which was
meant to organise a referen-
dum - but never did.

LAHORE: Ambassador of Azerbaijan Khazar Farhadov and his spouse visit Badshai Mosque,
during a recent visit to Lahore. — DNA

Thai man gets jail
for putting sticker
on king’s portrait

BANGKOK: A Thai man was sentenced to two years in jail
on Friday for violating the country’s tough royal defama-
tion laws by putting a sticker on a portrait of Thailand’s
king during 2020’s huge democracy rallies.

It is the first sentencing from lese majeste charges related
to the protests, Thai Lawyers for Human Rights (TLHR)
said, when thousands marched demanding the resignation
of Prime Minister Prayut Chan-O-Cha and made unprece-
dented calls for reform to the nation’s untouchable monar-
chy. But the movement petered out as Covid-19 case num-
bers surged and authorities detained most of its leaders.
Narin, whose last name was withheld, is among some
160 activists hit with criminal charges under Thailand’s
tough royal defamation laws - which carry a prison sen-
tence of up to 15 years per charge. The criminal court
jailed him for two years for violating Section 112 of the
Thai Criminal Code after he posted a ‘GuKult’ sticker
on King Rama X’s portrait outside Bangkok’s Supreme
Court during a rally in September 2020. ‘GuKult’ is a
satirical and anti-establishment Facebook page.

“This could be an example of prosecuting the oth-
er 112 cases going forward,” said TLHR’s Kittisak
Kongthong, defending the 31-year-old.

He noted the case had been “accelerated”, with the court
ordering “no testimonies of academics and the plaintiff.”
Narin’s sentence was reduced from three years to two,
and he can appeal within 30 days. He was released on a
100,000 baht ($3,000) bail bond. He is still facing at least
two further lese majeste charges, according to his law-
yer. The sentencing comes after a number of prominent

\¥ pro-democracy protest leaders were released on bail last
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Pak-China tour
operators, agents

exchange views

BEIJING: The tour operators and travel agents of Pakistan and
China at a webinar discussed ways and means for deepening
bilateral tourism cooperation. The webinar was jointly organ-
ised by Pakistan Tourism Development Cooperation (PTDC)
and Embassy of Pakistan Beijing. The event was attended by
the more than twenty five tourism promotion agencies, travel
agents and tour operators from the two countries. The leading
Chinese companies which attended the webinar included Ctrip,-
Qiyongyou, Chinese Overseas Travel and Tourism Market, Qing-
dao Tourism Group and Chengdu Overseas Tourism Group etc.
In his opening remarks, Managing Director of PTDC, Aftab ur
Rahman Rana, gave a detailed briefing to Chinese tour operators
about tourism potential of Pakistan and incentives to expand bi-
lateral tourism cooperation between the two countries.

He underlined that under the broad rubric of MoU on Tourism
Exchange and Cooperation signed last year, Pakistan looked for-
ward to expanding B2B linkages between the tour operators of
both countries and the support of the Chinese government for
the development of Pakistan tourism industry. During the we-
binar, the tour operators and travel agents of both sides gave a
detailed presentation of their areas of expertise and exchanged
views for deepening bilateral tourism cooperation. The Embassy | On
of Pakistan briefed the audience about the trend in China's tour-
ism sector and highlighted various areas of cooperation for deep-
ening two-way tourism flows. The tourism promotion companies
of both sides were also informed that during Prime Minister's
recent visit to China, Pakistan and China had decided to cele-
brate 2023 as the Year of Tourism Exchanges which would spur
tourism exchanges between the two countries. - DNA

Sri Lankan
president
reshuffles

cabinet

DNA

COLOMBO: Sri Lankan
President Gotabaya Ra-
japaksa reshuffled his
cabinet on Friday as a new
minister of transport and
a new minister of wildlife
and forest conservation
were sworn in.

On Thursday evening, Ra-
japaksa also changed his
minister of power, minister
of energy and minister of
industries, as the country
faced a fuel and power crisis
triggered by a foreign ex-
change shortage.
According to the Presiden-
tial Media Division, the
new ministers took oaths
in front of the president
and all assumed duties in
their new ministries imme-
diately on Friday.

Dilum Amunugama was
sworn in as the minister of
transport on Friday while
C.B. Rathnayake was sworn
in as the minister of wildlife
and forest conservation.
Thursday  evening,
Pavithra Wanniarachchi was
named as the minister of
power while Gamini Lokuge
was sworn in as the minister
of energy. S.B. Dissanayake
took the portfolio as the
minister of industries.

= month. Parit Chiwarak, better known in Thailand by his
nickname “Penguin”, is facing 23 lese majeste charges but
was allowed to free ahead of trial on February 24. - DNA

Ambassador Sajjad visits
special economic zone

DNA

MINSK: Ambassador Sajjad Haider Khan
accompanied by Deputy Head of Mission
Muhammad Abdullah Amin, visited the
“Bremino-Orsha” Special Economic Zone
and met with the Director of “Bremino
Group” Mr. Sergey Kupreev, Deputy Direc-
tor commercial affairs Mr. Roman Sobolev
and the Head of the development and man-
agement department Mr.Sergey Avseev.

The parties discussed the possibilities of
mutual beneficial cooperation between
“Bremino Orsha” and Pakistani companies,
cooperation in logistics and transportation.
The Special Economic Zone “Bremino
Orsha” , is not only connected with road
and railway links but also has a dedicated
airport and provides attractive terms of
investment and taxation for its residents
and investors. The two sides agreed to es-
tablish fruitful cooperation between com-
panies of both countries.

The Pakistan embassy helped the Indian students at a time when the students from South Asia
and Africa complained of feeling at risk owing to the racist behavior from Ukrainians while
boarding trains or crossing the border. They were either pushed out or made to wait for
hours on the border while locals and westerners get preferential treatment

ISLAMABAD: Keeping humanity
over animosity, the Embassy of
Pakistan in Ukraine came to res-
cue the Indian students after their
own embassy officials left them
stranded there, following the on-
going conflict with Russia.
Neglecting their obligation to en-
sure the evacuation of their na-
tionals, the officials of the Indian
embassy fled for their own surviv-
al, leaving the Indian students at
the mercy of none.

The Indian students reported that
the officials of the Indian embassy
went missing as they sought their
help for evacuation. However, Pa-
kistan’s gesture of assisting the
students from an arch-rival coun-
try won the hearts of many.

In a viral video, the Indian stu-

dents in Lviv, a city in western
Ukraine, can be seen among Pa-
kistani students at the embassy.
There were reportedly no Indi-
an officials present, so the Pa-
kistani embassy had stepped in
to help them. The students trav-
eled from Kharkiv to Lviv city
but found no official at the In-
dian embassy and the Pakistani
embassy welcomed them.

“You can see, these are all Paki-
stani students here. We are four
Indians only,” a student can be
heard saying in a relaxed envi-
ronment pointing to his fellow
travelers. They are all
seen having meals apparently at
the Pakistani embassy.

However, keeping up their own
tradition, some paid trolls of

the Modi government disgusted
the Indian student, who shared
the video and praised the Paki-
stani embassy. Professor Ashok
Swain, a known Modi critic who
teaches international relations
at a Swedish university, shared
the video on Twitter with a cap-
tion: “Indian embassy officials
are missing at the Romanian
border. Pakistan Embassy help-
ing Indian students to escape
war in Ukraine.”

The Pakistan embassy helped
the Indian students at a time
when the students from South
Asia and Africa complained of
feeling at risk owing to the rac-
ist behavior from Ukrainians
while boarding trains or cross-
ing the border. They were either

pushed out or made to wait for
hours on the border while locals
and westerners get preferential
treatment.

In a video shared by the Oppo-
sition Leader in Rajya Sabha
Mallikarjun Kharge, reportedly,
the Ukrainian forces are seen
torturing an Indian girl whose
loud screams are also audible in
the video while she was trying to
reach the Poland border. The sol-
diers also fired shots in the air to
horrify the fleeing people.

The students say they are be-
ing discriminated against on
account of their color and racial
background. “Officials are giv-
ing us roses at the airport. But
when we were stranded at the
borders, nobody came to help

us. Had the government evac-
uated us on time, there would
have been no need for these
show-offs”: Divyanshu Singh, a
student from Motihari, Bihar.
Pakistan’s humanitarian ges-
ture reiterated its peace over-
tures and evidenced that the
biggest hindrance in achieving
peace in South Asia was the
Hindutva ideology that has tak-
en over India.

After coming to power, Prime
Minister Imran Khan offered In-
dia peace by saying, “If you take
one step towards peace, we will
take two steps.” Instead of a re-
ciprocating peace gesture, India
sent its fighter jets a few months
later to strike “imaginary terror
camps” in Pakistan.

250,000
displaced
Afghan
return

DNA

KABUL: More than 250,000
internally displaced peo-
ple (IDPs) have returned
to their provinces across
Afghanistan since the Talib-
an’s takeover in mid-August
last year, the Ministry of
Refugees and Repatriations
of the Afghan caretaker gov-
ernment said on Friday.
“Over 250,000 IDPs have
been shifted via ground
transportation to their main
provinces during the past
six months,” the ministry
said in a statement.

It added that efforts were
underway to address the
problems of the remaining
IDPs in the country.

Over 550,000 Afghans out of
nearly 7 million Afghan ref-
ugees and asylum seekers
have returned home, most-
ly from Iran and Pakistan,
during the past six months,
according to the statement.
Since the start of 2021,
nearly 360,000 people have
been displaced by conflicts,
and about 5.5 million people
have been displaced since
2012, according to figures
provided by Afghan officials.

Over 400
Nigerians who

fled Ukraine

return home

ABUJA: A first batch of
more than 400 Nigerians
who fled Ukraine following
the Russian invasion were
flown home on Friday.

The group, most of whom
were students, arrived
shortly after 0630 GMT
on a chartered flight from
Romania’s capital Bucha-
rest, one of the hubs from
where African governments
are scrambling to extract
stranded citizens.

Nigerian foreign ministry of-
ficial Gabriel Aduda tweeted
pictures of the group inside
an aircraft late on Thurs-
day, saying “415 Nigerians
mostly students fleeing the
Ukraine-Russian war from
Bucharest.” Many looked
tired but relieved that their
journey was over.

“I’'m very happy to be back
home, thank you, Nigeria!”
one young woman said as
she walked off the tarmac
and into the terminal in
Abuja. Minister of Foreign
Affairs  Geoffrey Onyea-
ma said there were about
5,600 Nigerian students in
Ukraine and an estimated
8,000 Nigerian citizens in
the country before the war.
On Monday he said an esti-
mated 1,000 citizens were
ready for pickup from Roma-
nia, 200 others in Slovakia,
and 250 both in Hungary
and Poland. A million ref-
ugees have fled Ukraine so
far, the UN said Thursday,
warning that unless the on-
slaught ended immediately,
millions more were likely to
flee. - APP

China’s
space station
to host 6

astronauts

BEIJING: China’s space sta-
tion is expected to host six
astronauts from two space-
ships by the end of 2022, ac-
cording to the chief design-
er of the country’s manned
space program. The Shen-
zhou-13 crew has been in
orbit for 140 days. They are
in good health, and have so
far completed all planned
or added tasks as needed.
They are expected to return
to Earth in mid-April, Zhou
Jianping said.

This year, China will
launch two lab modules
for the space station, two
manned spacecraft and
two cargo spacecraft. The
Shenzhou-14 crew will wit-
ness the arrival of two lab
modules during their stay
in orbit, said Zhou, who is
also a member of the 13th
National Committee of the
Chinese People’s Political
Consultative  Conference,
the country’s top political
advisory body.

The Shenzhou-15 crew will
fly to the space station be-
fore the end of this year
and join the Shenzhou-14
crew in space. At that
time, the space station will
consist of three modules,
two manned spacecraft
and one cargo spacecraft,
with a total mass of nearly
100 tonnes, Zhou said.
The space station will
carry a large number of
high-level space exper-
iment devices covering
fields such as the life
sciences, biological sci-
ence, material science,
combustion science, mi-
crogravity fluid science
and basic physics, he
said. - APP
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Alvi appears

in 2016 case

setting aside
immunity

ISLAMABAD: President Dr
Arif Alvi on Friday, without

taking his constitutional
immunity, appeared before
the Anti-Terrorist Court in
the hearing of a case regis-
tered against him in 2016.
The president along with
his counsel and Adviser on
Parliamentary Affairs Babar
Awan appeared before the
court of Judge Muhammad
Ali Warraich.

The president had request-
ed the court to appear in
the proceeding of the case
like a common citizen, irre-
spective of his presidential
immunity. President Alvi
in a statement before the
court said though the Con-
stitution of Pakistan grant-
ed him immunity, however
he felt that it was appropri-
ate to appear in person af-
ter studying the precedents
in Islamic history.

He said that he wanted to
set an example in the coun-
try in line with the respect
for rule of law, in spite of
one’s position and stature.
The president also drew the
attention of the court to-
wards delay in judgment of
cases and said early dispen-
sation of justice was a vital
aspect of a society.

After the hearing, President
Alvi drove his car back to
his office. No special secu-
rity cordon was put in place
for the president’s appear-
ance in the court. - APP

IHC clubs

identical

petitions
against PECA

ISLAMABAD: The Islam-
abad High Court (IHC) on
Friday clubbed another peti-
tion against PECA Ordinance
with other identical petitions
for hearing together and also
served notices to attorney
general of Pakistan init. The
new petition was moved by
the Pakistan Broadcasters
Association (PBA) and oth-
er journalists’ bodies chal-
lenging the amendments
in Prevention of Electron-
ic Crime Act (PECA).
Chief Justice Athar Minal-
lah heard the case. The
court noted the petitioners
had not challenged section
20 of the PECA and asked
if they had no objections
on it. The court observed
that the other petitioners
had also challenged the
matter regarding criminal-
izing the defamation act.
The petition had stated
that the discussion and de-
bates on the performance
of public office holder was
necessary to ensure good
governance. It prayed the
court to turn down the news
ordinance as it was violating
the article 19 and A-19 of
the Constitution. The court
served notices to respond-
ents and adjourned the case
till March 10. The petition
was filed by Pakistan Broad-
casters Association (PBA),
All Pakistan Newspapers
Society, Council of Paki-
stan Newspapers Editors
and Association of Pakistan
Electronic Media Editors
and News Directors. - APP

More than
1.2 million
refugees

flee Ukraine

GENEVA: More than 1.2
million people have fled
Ukraine into neighbour-
ing countries since Russia
launched its full-scale inva-
sion on February 24, Unit-
ed Nations figures showed
Friday. The UN children’s
agency UNICEF estimates
that around half a million of
them are youngsters.

The UN Refugee Agency
(UNHCR) has projected
that more than four million
Ukrainian refugees may
eventually need protec-
tion and assistance. “The
rate of this exodus is quite
phenomenal,” said UN-
CHR communications chief
Joung-ah Ghedini-Williams.
“We know that there are
many more on the move.
Also there are possibly
equal numbers inside the
country that are internally
displaced.” The UN’s Inter-
national Organization for
Migration (IOM) said peo-
ple from roughly 138 coun-
tries had left, recording
78,800 from third countries
crossing Ukraine’s borders,
including migrant workers
and students. - APP

Speakers stress for Women
economic empowerment

Embassies of Muslim majority countries in collaboration with NCSW organize

workshop to promote Women Economic Empowerment at th

SpEcIAL CORRESPONDENT

ISLAMABAD: The Embassies of Indonesia, Ma-
laysia, Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia, and Turkey
collaborated with the National Commission on
the Status of Women (NCSW) to organize the first
hybrid International Workshop session on Muslim
Women Pioneers: Leading Economic Growth. The
event was a kick start of a series of discussions
to share best practices of women’s breakthrough
leadership in socio-economic affairs, politics, and
policymaking in the Islamic world.

The opening session was attended by participating
embassies, the diplomatic community, Chairper-
son of the NCSW, Ms. NilofarBakhtiar, Chairper-
son of the National Commission for Child Rights,
Ms. AfshanTehseen, Director-General United Na-
tions of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr.Usman
Igbal Jadoon, andfeaturing theFounder and Man-
aging Director of Kashf Foundation, Ms. Roshanay
Zafarand four esteemed panelistswho joined the
event virtually from Jordan, Ms. Huda Ayesh, Dr.
Lana H. Bin Said of Saudi Arabia,Dr. Suryani S.F.
Motikof Indonesia and 2015 Nobel Peace Laure-
ate, Ms. OuidedBouchamaouiof Tunisia.
Ambassador Adam Tugio of Indonesia in his open-
ing remarks underscored the importance of Edu-
cation and skill development of women to enhance
their productivity and betterment of the future gen-
eration. Ambassador Borhene El-Kamel of Tunisia
further added the importance of the progressive
role of womenand their contribution to nation-build-
ing and shared to the audience the experience of
women empowerment in Tunisia. The Chairper-
son of NCSW shedthe light of the idea behind the
launching of international workshops and suggest-
ed making a pool of new talented women entrepre-
neurs and connecting them with successful global
Muslim women entrepreneurs as the next step en-
deavor to facilitate concrete implementation.

The workshop focused on promoting the economic
conditions of Muslim Women. The esteemed pan-
elists underscored that Muslim Women have made
an outstanding contribution to society and on some
occasions served as outstanding leaders. They
shared their struggle to start a business and gain
success at a later stage, including Noble PeaceLau-
reate, Ms. OuidedBouchamaoui from Tunisia.
Chairperson of the National Commission for
Child Rights, Ms. AfshanTehseen reminded that
“If you support a woman, you support an entire
nation.” Ambassador Ibrahim Al Madani of Jor-
dan concluded the event by emphasizing that,
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“The inclusion of Women’s economic empower-
ment should be incorporated as a priority in na-
tional development plans.”

Pakistani Women Entrepreneurs also participat-
ed in the event and displayed vibrant and colorful
works such as handicrafts, handmade jewelry,

ries of.lnternati
inecono

rugs, painting, and many more interesting items.
Their work and dedication were encouraged and
admired by the audience.

The next event will focus on sharing best practices
on the advancement of women’s role in politics in
Muslim majority countries followed by the role of

e Indonesia embassy
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Ulema in promoting women empowerment. This
series of events will bring together eminent Islam-
ic scholars, researchers, and experts from Muslim
majority countries to discuss and share their knowl-
edge, experiences, and best practices in promoting
women’s rights as guaranteed by Islam.

Farash Town (CDA)

Eacility of Housing Finance / Mortgage with Markup Subsidy

o’

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan along with CM Punjab Sardar Usman Buzdar

being briefed on 2000 low cost apartments. — DNA
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Govt fulfilling poor
- segment’s dream: PM

b\

EU may curb
Russia’s
rights in IMF

STAFF REPORT

2.9 million for the benefit of allottees.

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan on Friday said that
the government was fulfilling the poor segment’s dream of pur-
chasing their own house. The Prime Minister, who performed
the balloting of low-cost apartments of Farash Town Islamabad
here in a simple ceremony, directed to ensure transparency in
allotment of the houses. He said that in view of the growing
population and to tackle the haphazard expansion of cities, the
model of high-rise buildings should be adopted.

The Farash Town project of 2000 low-cost apartments was be-
ing completed through a joint venture between the Naya Paki-
stan Housing and Development Authority and Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA).With the price of apartment fixed at Rs.
3.2 million each, the government will provide a subsidy of Rs.
300,000 on every apartment to reduce the per unit cost at Rs.

The project was being competed on the special interest of Prime
Minister Imran Khan to help the poor and middle class to realize
the dream of buying their own house in the federal capital.

Since the private banks were providing the facility of loans on easy
' installments for the purchase of apartments, the monthly install-
| ment of these apartments had come at Rs. 13,000 as against the
market rate of Rs. 38,000. Chief Minister Punjab Sardar Usman
Buzdar and Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting
Farrukh Habib were also present in the ceremony.

MonIToRING DESK

BRUSSELS: European Un-
ion officials are examining
curbing Russia’s influence
and access to finance at
the International Mone-
tary Fund following its in-
vasion of Ukraine, six offi-
cials told Reuters.

This scenario now under
discussion would add to
the pressure on Russia’s
economy and financial
system and also mark an
important symbolic step,
deepening Moscow’s inter-
national isolation.

One option under considera-
tion is to remove Russia en-
tirely from the institution that
acts as a lender of last resort,
officials said, though some
noted that would prove diffi-
cult if not impossible.

LAHORE: Speaker Punjab Assembly Chaudhry Parvez Elahi said that Pakistan values
relations with Azerbaijan. Azerbaijani Ambassador to Pakistan Khidr Farhadov called on
Pakistan Muslim League —Quaid-e-Azam (PML-Q) leader and Speaker Punjab Assem-
bly Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi at the Speaker s Chamber and discussed issues of mutual
interest and promotion of bilateral cooperation. Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi said that good
relations is that Pakistan and Azerbaijan have developed better mutual relationship, we
want Azerbaijan to be included in the Commonwealth countries, he added. He said that

US

calls for
assassination
of Putin

senator

Shehbaz complains
about PML-Q
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ISLAMABAD: An
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inside story
of a meeting between Jamiat
Ulema-i-Islam-Fazl (JUI-F) chief

said, he con-
tacted the son
of PML-Q chief
Chaudhry Shu-
jaat  Hussain
after  getting

the exchange of high level delegations from both the sides would further strengthen the
ties. The Speaker appreciated the role of the Ambassador of Azerbaijan in promoting
the relations between the two countries. Appreciating Pakistan s efforts for peace and
stability in the region, Azerbaijani Ambassador Khidr Farhadov said that Azerbaijan was
keen to further expand relations with Pakistan and thanked the Azerbaijani government
and people for their support on the Nagorno-Karabakh issue. Later, the Ambassador of
Azerbaijan also visited the new House of the Punjab Assembly. - DNA

Australian legend
Shane Warne dies

—_—

SYDNEY: Australia cricket great Shane
Warne, widely regarded as the greatest
leg-spinner of all time, has died aged 52,
according to a statement issued by his
management company. Warne's manage-
ment said he died in Koh Samui, Thai-

land, of a suspected heart attack.

"Shane was found unresponsive in his villa
and despite the best efforts of medical staff,
he could not be revived," the statement said.
"The family requests privacy at this time and
will provide further details in due course."
It comes just hours after the death was
announced of fellow Australian great Rod
Marsh, one of the game's outstanding wick-
etkeepers. Warne was credited with reviv-
ing the art of leg-spin and during a brilliant
15-year career he took 708 Test wickets - a
tally surpassed only by Sri Lanka off-spinner
Muttiah Muralitharan, who took 800.
Australia opener David Warner tweet-
ed: "Two legends of our game have left
us too soon. I'm lost for words, and
this is extremely sad. My thoughts and
prayers go out to the Marsh and Warne
family. I just can not believe it. #rip,
you will both be missed." - APP

WASHINGTON: US Senator Lindsey
Graham called Thursday for the assas-
sination of Russian President Vladimir
Putin amid Russia’s war on Ukraine.
“Is there a Brutus in Russia? Is there
a more successful Colonel Stauffenberg
in the Russian military? The only way
this ends is for somebody in Russia to
take this guy out. You would be doing
your country — and the world - a great
service,” said Graham on Twitter, after
speaking with Fox News.

Claus von Stauffenberg was a German
army officer who tried to kill Adolf Hit-
ler in July 1944. The Republican senator
from South Carolina appealed to the Rus-
sian people to “step up to the plate.”
“The only people who can fix this are
the Russian people. Easy to say, hard to
do. Unless you want to live in darkness
for the rest of your life, be isolated from
the rest of the world in abject poverty,
and live in darkness you need to step up
to the plate,” he wrote.

Russia’s war on Ukraine, which began
on Feb. 24, has been met with inter-
national outrage, with the European
Union, US and UK among others im-
plementing tough financial sanctions
on Moscow. According to UN figures,
227 civilians have been killed and 525
injured in Ukraine since the start of the
war. Ukrainian authorities, however,
put the death toll at over 2,000. More
than 1 million people have fled Ukraine
to neighboring countries, according to
the UN Refugee Agency.

Maulana Fazlur Rehman and for-
mer president Asif Ali Zardari
has emerged on Friday. Accord-
ing to a private television chan-
nel report, both the leaders re-
mained in contact with Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz president
Shehbaz Sharif during the impor-
tant meeting to elaborate strat-
egy for the upcoming no-trust
move against PM Imran Khan.
Shehbaz Sharif expressed reserva-
tions regarding Pakistan Muslim
League-Quaid (PML-Q). Maulana
Sahab on your request, I invited
Pervaiz Elahi for a lunch, but he
denied it, Shehbaz Sharif was quot-
ed as saying by sources.

In reply to Shehbaz, Fazlur Rehman

knowledge of
the matter.
The Zardari-Fa- |
zl huddle decid- '%%—
ed to establish contacts with the other
political leaders to gain the support of
the no-trust move.

Earlier, Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM) head and Jami-
at Ulema-e-Islam Fazl (JUI-F) su-
premo Maulana Fazlur Rehman
had announced that the no-trust
move will be brought against
Prime Minister Imran Khan. Fa-
zlur Rehman, while addressing a
press conference today, said that
he held consultations with PPP
co-chairman Asif Ali Zardari re-
garding the no-trust move.

been well treated by its people.

on the Twitter. - APP

UN chief sorrowed
over Peshawar attack

UNITED NATIONS: UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has expressed
his “deep condolences” over Friday’s terrorist attack against a Peshawar
mosque in which at least 56 people were killed and hundreds more injured.
In a phone call to Pakistan UN Ambassador Munir Akram, the UN chief said
that this was personal for him since he knows Peshawar very well and had

The Secretary-General expressed his amazement that a place of worship
has been targeted. “He asked me to convey his deepest condolences to the
people, Government, and leadership of Pakistan,” Ambassador Akram wrote
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