
Special Correspondent

LOWER DIR: Prime Minister Imran 
Khan addressed on Friday a huge public 
gathering in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s Low-
er Dir, where he lashed out at all three 
party heads – PML-N President Shehbaz 
Sharif, PPP co-chair Asif Ali Zardari and 
Jamiat Ulema-i-Islam – Fazl (JUI-F) chief 
Maulana Fazlur Rehman – who have 
joined hands to file a no-trust motion 
against him. Terming them the “three 
stooges”, Imran recalled instances from 
the past when, according to him, these 
leaders had gone against Pakistan’s na-
tional interest. He said he had been pray-
ing that they go ahead with their plan to 
file a no-confidence motion against him 
so that he was given an opportunity to  
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Chechen 
President 
lauds PM 

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Presi-
dent of Rus-
sia’s Mus-
lim-majority 
Chechnya re-
gion Ramzan 
K a d y r o v 

has expressed gratitude 
to Prime Minister Imran 
Khan for his stance on Is-
lamophobia in the United 
Nations and other world 
forums and said the Mus-
lims in Russia see him 
with “great respect and 
honour.”  “Personally I 
was profoundly and eager-
ly looking forward to meet 
you to express my grat-
itude for the stance you 
adopt for our religion (Is-
lam) in United Nations and 
at world forums,” the Head 
of the Chechen Republic 
said in a letter to the Prime 
Minister. Imran Khan had 
met Ramzan last month in 
Moscow and appreciated 
the rebuilding of Grozny 
and the rapid progress of 
the Chechen Republic un-
der his leadership. 

Iran slams 
unilateralism 

in talks
DNA

TEHRAN: Iran’s Minister 
of Foreign 
Affairs Hos-
sein Amirab-
dollahian has 
underscored 
that conclu-

sion of the Vienna talks can-
not be decided based on a 
unilateral approach.
Amirabdollahian described 
his Thursday discussion 
with Josep Borrell, High 
Representative of the Eu-
ropean Union for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, 
as positive and construc-
tive, stressing that the final 
decision on the talks in Vi-
enna, Austria, to revive the 
2015 nuclear deal and lift 
anti-Iran sanctions will be 
taken on the basis of col-
lective consensus. Pointing 
to endeavors made in eight 
rounds of the Joint Com-
mission meetings of the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA), the Ira-
nian FM tweeted: “Efforts 
to reach a good & durable 
agreement continue; it is 
within reach if US acts real-
istically & consistently.”

Briefs

J-10C fighter 
jets inducted 
into PAF fleet

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Air Force 
(PAF) on Friday formally inducted 
modern J-10C fighter aircraft in its 
fleet during a ceremony at the Kam-
ra Air Base. Prime Minister Imran 
Khan, Chief of Army Staff Gen Qamar 
Javed Bajwa, Chief of Air Staff Air 
Chief Marshal Zaheer Ahmad Babar, 
Chief of Naval Staff Amjad Khan Niazi,  

Continued on Page 06

3 wickets 
on 1 ball
his target
Says COAS General Bajwa told him 
not to refer to Fazl as diesel; refers 

to Opp. leaders as ‘3 stooges’

Khayam Abbasi / DNA

ISLAMABAD: The heads of delegation 
from the member states of Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) will 
witness the Pakistan Day parade on 
March 23 as “Guests of Honour”. 
Foreign Secretary Sohail Mahmood in 
a meeting with representatives of OIC 
resident missions said that invitations 
had been extended to dignitaries who 

will be in the capital for the upcoming 
48th Session of the OIC Council of 
Foreign Ministers (OIC-CFM).  
Commending the important role of the 
OIC Missions in making the 17th Ex-
traordinary Session of the OIC CFM in 
December 2021 a resounding success, 
the foreign secretary underscored 
that the 48th Session held special sig-
nificance, since it coincided with the 
75th anniversary of Pakistan’s Inde-
pendence. He added that the people of 

Pakistan were looking forward to wel-
coming the honoured guests on this 
auspicious occasion.
The foreign secretary highlighted the 
theme of the Session, “Partnering 
for Unity, Justice, and Development,” 
represented Pakistan’s commitment 
to promote unity within the Ummah, 
advance the cause of justice for all 
Muslims and promote inclusive and 

Continued on Page 06

OIC delegation heads to 
witness 23 March parade 

Shujaat Hamza

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan will invite the rep-
resentatives of the permanent member 
(P-5) countries of the United Nations Se-
curity Council on India’s recent violation of 
Pakistani airspace, Foreign Minister Shah 
Mahmood Qureshi said on Friday. 
In a statement, the foreign minister said 
the Indian charge d’affaires had been sum-
moned to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on 
the second time violation of the same kind. 
FM Qureshi said the act had endangered 
the human lives as the aircraft of Saudi Ara-
bia, Qatar and the domestic flights of Paki-
stan could be hit by the missile.
He said India would have to be answera-
ble to its aggression, adding that Pakistan 
would always be ready to counter it. He 
mentioned that the ruling party in India was 
promoting Hindutva policies, adding that 21 
members of the EU parliament had written 
a letter to the Speaker of Lok Sabha on the 
deteriorating human rights situation.

India says 
accidentally 
fired missile

News Desk

NEW DELHI: India said on Friday it ac-
cidentally fired a missile into Pakistan 
this week because of a “technical mal-
function” during routine maintenance, 
giving its version of events after long-
time foe Pakistan warned the incident 
could have “unpleasant consequences”.
“On 9 March 2022, in the course of a 
routine maintenance, a technical mal-
function led to the accidental firing of 
a missile,” the Indian Ministry of De-
fence said in a statement.

Continued on Page 06

Russia to use 
volunteer fighters

Putin’s decision comes during 
meeting of Russia’s Security Council

Centreline Report

MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir 
Putin gave the green light on Friday for 
up to 16,000 volunteers from the Mid-
dle East to be deployed alongside Rus-
sian-backed rebels to fight in Ukraine, 
doubling down an invasion that the West 
says has been losing momentum.
The move, just over two weeks since Pu-
tin ordered the invasion, allows Russia 
to deploy battle-hardened mercenaries  

Continued on Page 06

Russian 
forces regroup 

near Kyiv 
DNA

LVIV: Russian forces bearing down 
on Kyiv are regrouping northwest of 
the Ukrainian capital, satellite pic-
tures showed, in what Britain said 

Continued on Page 06

Think 
before you 

speak; 
PDM 

warns PM 
Fazl says Imran 

Khan doesn’t 
deserve to sit on 

PM chair

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: Leader of the Op-
position in the Na-
tional Assembly 
and Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz 
(PML-N) Presi-
dent Shehbaz Sha-
rif said Friday that 
the activities that took place at 
the Bani Gala residence of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan was an open 
secret. Speaking to the media fol-
lowing his meeting with Pakistan 
Democratic Movement (PDM) 
President and Jamiat Ulema-e-Is-
lam-Fazl (JUI-F) chief Maulana 
Fazlur Rehman at his residence 
in Islamabad, he asked the prime 
minister to use refined language.
“And if you don’t do so, we will 
make you do that,” he said, and 
warned, “We also have things to 
tell to the people. You will have 
no place to hide in case we make 
these secrets of your life public.”
Shehbaz said while on one hand 
Pakistan Army gave sacrifices in 
the war on terror, on the other 
PM Imran maligned it in London.   
He went on to say that he knew his 
(PM’s) interior minister fully well. 
“Sheikh Rasheed is a criminal,” 
PML-N president alleged.
Speaking on the occasion, Maula-
na Fazlur Rehman, who was stand-
ing alongside Shehbaz, said that 
Imran Khan should bear this thing 
in mind that the JUI-F workers 
had jammed the entire country 
on his order yesterday. “And if we 
can bring routine life to a halt, then 
we can also teach you a lesson,” he 
said categorically. “You call people 
names”, Fazl said, and added, “Re-
member you don’t deserve to be 
the prime minister of the country.”   
He went on to say that it was his 
request to the ECP to seek expla-
nation from him as to why he had 
addressed a public gathering in Dir.

Islamabad

The offices of daily 
Islamabad POST shall 
remain closed on Saturday 
on account of weekly off 
therefore there will be no 
newspaper on Sunday.

– Editor

Holiday Notice

PM Imran says

ISLAMABAD: Khazar Farhadov, Ambassador of Azerbaijan  in a 
meeting with Irena Gancheva, Ambassador of Bulgaria. –DNA



Bureau Report

FAISALABAD: First Secretary Political Affairs of the High 
Commission of Canada James McNee visited Faisalabad 
and met with President Press Club Shahid Ali and other 
journalists at a local hotel. Pakistan Television Represent-
ative Hafiz Muhammad Ali Abid, Senior Foreign Policy and 
Diplomatic Services Officer Muhammad Zubair and Direc-
tor Information Muhammad AwaisAbid were also present. 
During the meeting, bilateral points for the promotion and 
development of journalism department were discussed on 
the occasion. President Faisalabad Press Club briefed him 
on the role of media,highlighting government policies and 
the steps being taken by the Press Club for journalists.
He said that the delegation of Canadian journalists should 
visit Faisalabad Press Club to get acquainted with the bilat-
eral culture and journalistic codes. First Secretary Political 
Affairs welcomed the meeting and said that it’s look good to 

visit Pakistan and especially Faisalabad. It is good that the 
people here are hardworking and loving. He said that steps 
will be taken for the meetings of the journalists of both the 
countries. Director Information welcomed the First Secre-
tary to visiting Faisalabad. 
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Briefs
Punjab 

Culture Day 
to celebrate 
on 14 March

Saqib Mushtaq

LODHRAN: Additional 
Deputy Commissioner 
Revenue Azoba Azeem 
said that Chief Minister 
Punjab has decided to cele-
brate Punjab Culture Dany 
on 14th March, she added 
that District Administra-
tion Lodhran along with its 
people will celebrate Pun-
jab Culture Day on 14th of 
March this year.  She fur-
ther said that on occasion 
of Punjab Culture Day var-
ious kinds of programs will 
be organized which will 
portray our social and cul-
tural life. She expressed 
these remarks while pre-
siding the administrative 
meeting held in Deputy 
Commissioner Office’s 
Committee Room regard-
ing Punjab Culture Day.
She said that Celebration 
of cultural day will further 
strengthen the atmos-
phere of understanding 
throughout Punjab Prov-
ince. Punjab’s culture is 
very much diverse.  She 
added that purpose of 
celebrating Punjab Cul-
ture day on 14th of March 
every year by CM Punjab 
Sardar Usman Buzdar is to 
promote love, brotherhood 
and equality.
In the meeting all prepara-
tions regarding the cultur-
al activities throughout the 
district were discussed and 
reviewed. 

Japanese support restores
 Livelihood in KP province
Japan’s grant of US$ 5.3 million was extended in continuation of the initial 
support of US$ 5 million for “The Project for Assistance to the Recovery 

and Development of the Agricultural Economy in FATA”
Mahnoor Ansar / DNA

ISLAMABAD: The Government of 
Japan and Japan International Co-
operation Agency (JICA) in close 
collaboration with the Government 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (GoKP) 
and Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation of the United Nations (FAO) 
supported 50,762 households un-
der the “Project for Restoration of 
Livelihoods in the Merged Areas of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (Phase II)” in 
Khyber and Kurram districts. 
Japan’s grant of US$ 5.3 million 
was extended in continuation of 
the initial support of US$ 5 million 
for “The Project for Assistance to 
the Recovery and Development 
of the Agricultural Economy in 
FATA”, implemented from 2015 to 
2017, as vital support for 77,200 
returning families/households 
to rebuild their lives upon their 
return to home after years of dis-
placement in KP Province.
The Phase II of the initial project 
focused on adopting climate-smart 
and resilient agricultural interven-
tions, including the dissemination 
of improved practices for increas-
ing livestock, poultry and inland 
fisheries’ production, introduction 
of efficient water harvesting meth-

ods, and rehabilitation of irrigation 
structures, and executed Integrat-
ed Natural Resource Management 
(INRM) plans. Furthermore, the 
project also contributed to en-
hance agricultural productivity and 
value addition, and develop key val-
ue chains and functional markets 
for sustainable food supply and 
improved nutrition. 
This year marks the 70th anniver-
sary of a longstanding friendship 
between Japan and Pakistan, and 
this project shows a great example 

of how Japanese people have ded-
icated their support to the people 
of Pakistan.
The ceremony was held in Islam-
abad to celebrate the completion 
of the project, attended by the Am-
bassador of Japan, H.E. Mr. WADA 
Mitsuhiro, Chief Representative 
of JICA Pakistan, Mr. FURUTA 
Shigeki, FAO Representative in 
Pakistan, Mr. FarrukhToirov, Sec-
retary Agriculture, Government 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Dr. Mu-
hammad Israr Khan, and high level 

officials of relevant departments of 
the Government of Pakistan.
Speaking on the occasion, H.E. Mr. 
WADA said, “We recognize the liveli-
hoods in Pakistan have been increas-
ingly affected by the Afghanistan hu-
manitarian crisis, and we consider 
sustainable agriculture essential for 
securing livelihoods”, highlighting 
that “through our strong partner-
ship demonstrated by this project, 
I hope we will continue to work to-
gether to achieve sustainable devel-
opment in Pakistan.”

Mr. FURUTA Shigeki, Chief Rep-
resentative of JICA Pakistan Office 
noted, “The project has contrib-
uted to ensuring food security 
through sustainable agriculture de-
velopment, value addition in agri-
culture, and capacity development 
of those who engage in the fields 
of agriculture and livestock. It has 
also promoted the restoration and 
improvement of the livelihoods 
in Kurram and Khyber Districts. 
Building sustainable livelihoods 
is essential to achieve peace and 
stability in the region, and where 
peace and stability exists, further 
development and prosperity can 
be realized.  
Highlighting the achievements of 
the Project Mr. FarrukhToirov, Dep-
uty FAO Representative in Pakistan 
said, “He is very pleased to see that 
all the deliverables of this project are 
successfully achieved”. He thanked 
the JICA and Government of Japan 
for giving FAO an opportunity to 
support the repatriated IDPs in the 
Newly Merged Districts of KP. He 
said that the economy of NMDs, 
based mainly on subsistence agri-
culture, has historically been weaker 
than the rest of the country, which 
was further accentuated by the 
mass-scale exodus of population to 
other areas as IDPs. 
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LOWER DIR: Prime Minister Imran Khan addressing a public gathering at Blambat ground Timergara, on Friday. – DNA

Canadian diplomat visits 
Faisalabad press club 

Police held 
head clerk 

over charges 
of bribe

Yoosuf Bhutta

GUJRAT: Anti-Corruption 
police Gujranwala have-
arrested the head clerk 
of District Council Gujrat 
while taking one lakh ru-
pees bribe for approving a 
house plan of a citizen.It is 
reported that a citizen Asif 
Sohail went to Malik Sid-
dique, head clerk of District 
Council Gujrat to get the 
plan of his sister’s house 
approved. The head clerk 
demanded a bribe of Rs. 
130,000 in exchange for ap-
proving the house plan, on 
which the citizen Asif Sohail 
initially paid Rs. 30,000. On 
Thursday, Asif Sohail met 
the head clerk to pay the 
remaining amount of bribe. 
Anti-Corruption Police Gu-
jranwala raided under the 
supervision of local magis-
trate and arrested the said 
head clerk on the spot.

Girl raped by two men
A young girl was raped by 
two men under the pretext 
of getting her a job. Accord-
ing to details one Riaz and 
his accomplice Afzal invit-
ed RukhsanaBibito later’s 
house at village Dhenda-
Kalanunder the pretext of 
giving her a job. When she 
arrived there, they both 
raped her one by one. Kari-
anwala police have arrested 
the culprits and lodged an 
FIR against them. 

DC inspects 
cleanliness 
situation

Bureau Report

FAISALABAD: Deputy Com-
missioner Ali Shehzad went 
to various areas to check the 
cleanliness situation  and in-
spected the cleaning opera-
tion on the roads and streets 
in the morning. CEO Fais-
alabad Waste Management 
Company Bilal FerozJoya 
and other officers of the rel-
evant departments were also 
present. The Deputy Com-
missioner visited Partab 
Nagar, GowshalaChowk, Na-
zim Abad A and B block and 
other areas and  checked the 
presence of waste workers 
and said that the cleaning 
process should be completed 
in the city before the com-
mencement of normal life. 
He said that more durable 
steps should be taken to 
raise the standard of clean-
liness so that the city looks 
clean and beautiful in all 
respects as per the expec-
tations of the citizens. He 
directed to disposed off gar-
bage in a save manner and 
said that the attendence of 
waste workers should be 
monitored regularly. He 
asked the residents of areas 
about the presence of Waste 
workers and performance of 
them and on some complaint 
he asked the CEO for early 
resolve. 
He distributed the aware-
ness phamplets among resi-
dents and appealed to them 
to cooperate with clean-
liness team.CEO FWMC 
briefed about cleanliness 
plan and implementation.

Riphah University 
organizes Int’l 
E-Conference

ISLAMABAD: Two days international e-conference on 
Ecolinguistics and Ecological Narratives was concluded 
at the Department of English Linguistics and Literature, 
Riphah International University, Islamabad on 10th March 
2022. At the conference, twenty-eight international speak-
ers from sixteen countries presented their research on 
much-needed topics of ecology. More than twenty-five insti-
tutes were engaged in the conference. Famous researchers 
in Ecolinguistics, such as Dr. George M Jacobs, Dr. Hildo-
Honóriodo Couto, Dr. ArranStibbe, Dr. Peter Makwanya, 
and Dr. MengHuatChau, were an integral part of the con-
ference. Dr. George M Jacobs emphasized how language 
can play a part in helping the United Nation’s Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). He also discussed the role of 
native languages in this process. He argued that the teach-
ers need to step out of the confines of traditional teaching 
methods to achieve the SDGs. Dr. HildoHonóriodo Couto 
enlightened the audience with EDA. 
He discussed how EDA is different from traditional methods 
of analysis and how it can help consolidate eco-solidarity.
Dr. ArranStibbe’s talk explored how Ecolinguistics can offer 
the study of ethical leadership. Dr. Peter Makwanya explicat-
ed about the need for humans to understand the role of the 
environment in their lives. Dr. MengHuatChau discussed 
the crucial role of Ecolinguistics in today’s world. 
He emphasized the power of language as a tool to create an eco-
logically inclusive, respectful, and compassionate world for all.
The conference focal person and Chairperson, Depart-
ment of English, Riphah International University, Dr. Mu-
hammad Shaban Rafi highlighted the importance of local 
languages, which might play an essential role in engaging 
citizens in greater understandings of the world’s environ-
mental crisis and providing an ecolinguistic solution. Cli-
mate references can be embedded in the curriculum and 
classroom lessons. – APP 

PAF releases 
song on 

J-10C aircraft 
 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan 
Air Force (PAF) Directo-
rate of Public Relations 
on Friday released nation-
al song on the occasion 
of J-10C fighter aircraft 
induction in the national 
fleet of Air Force.
The song pays homage to 
the brave falcons of Paki-
stan Air Force who are 
always alert and ready to 
defend the homeland, said 
a PAF news release.
The national song ‘Hum 
Arzay Pak ki Hawai Fauj kay 
Auqab han’ (We are falcons 
of pure land’s Air Force) 
features the advanced 
J-10C, Pride of Pakistan JF-
17 Thunder, F-16 and other 
fighter jets showcasing the 
professional prowess and 
warfare capabilities.

Health Card 
scheme, a 

revolutionary 
step

Ishfaq Mughal

FAISALABAD: Universal 
Health Card scheme is a 
revolutionary step of the 
present Government which 
would not only ensure ba-
sic health facilities to every 
family but also pave the way 
for the expeditious growth 
of the health sector on a 
sustained basis, said Mr. Za-
hidHussain Divisional Com-
missioner Faisalabad.
He was addressing a func-
tion after performing the 
soft launching ceremony 
of the state-of-the-art Canal 
View Hospital. It would be 
housed in a high-rise, pur-
pose-built building with a 
facility of 400 beds. Com-
missioner appreciated the 
overall role of Faisalabad in 
the national economy and 
said that the local business 
community has played a 
pivotal role in the growth of 
this city. He said that now as 
it is going to become one of 
the fastest growing cities of 
South Asia, its infrastructure 
development is imperative 
to cater to the future needs 
of this burgeoning city. 
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Govt taking 
measures 

to mitigate 
climate 

challenges
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister 
of National Food Security 
and Research Syed Fakhar 
Imam Friday said that 
per-capita contribution in 
the green house gas emis-
sions by Pakistan was less 
than 1 percent and ranked 
at 135th position globally. 
However, with regard to 
vulnerability, Pakistan has 
been ranked in top ten most 
affected countries due to its 
geographical location.
He expressed these views 
while addressing the Minis-
terial Roundtable on climate 
actions for resilience and 
sustainability of  Regional 
Conference for Asia and the 
Pacific Ministerial Session.
The event  was organized by 
FAO in collaboration with 
Government of Bangladesh, 
said a press release.
Imam said that in the last 
20 years, Pakistan has lost 
0.5 percent of its GDP and 
has suffered substantial eco-
nomic losses worth billion 
and has observed 152 ex-
treme weather events. 
He said that climatic chang-
es were expected to have 
wide-ranging impacts, such 
as: reduced agricultural 
productivity, increased var-
iability of water availability, 
increased coastal erosion 
and seawater intrusion, and 
increased frequency of ex-
treme weather affectations.
Fakhar said that the govern-
ments efforts in restoring 
the degraded ecosystem and 
increasing the forest cover 
through its flagship mega 
project of Ten Billon Tree 
Plantation was worth-men-
tioning which appreciated 
and acknowledged globally. 
Such type of mitigation 
measures need to be ex-
panded to reverse or reduce 
the negative impacts on the 
agriculture, forestry and 
its related sectors, he re-
marked. The minister said 
that in addition, there are 
number of initiatives which 
were under implementa-
tion by the Ministry of Na-
tional Food Security and 
Research, the Ministry of 
Climate Change and various 
provincial governments. 

Pakistan 
Post invites 
entries for 

writing 
competition

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Post 
has invited potential candi-
dates under fifteen years of 
age to submit their work for 
the international letter-writ-
ing competition, an initiative 
of the Universal Postal Union 
(UPU) and the last date of 
submission is April 15, 2022.
According to Pakistan Post, 
the theme for the 2022 com-
petition was “Write a letter 
to an influential person 
explaining why and how to 
deal with climate change.”
The winners of the compe-
tition will be awarded Rs. 
30,000, Rs. 20,000 and Rs. 
10,000 for the first, second, 
and third positions respec-
tively. The best letter (Eng-
lish version only) will be sent 
to UPU where a jury will se-
lect the winners for the gold, 
silver, and bronze medals 
which will include relevant 
inscriptions and their names 
as well as official stamp 
albums. ? The aim of the 
competition was to encour-
age children to demonstrate 
their abilities and to develop 
a passion for sharing their 
experiences. – APP

IRSA releases 
65715 

cusecs water
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) 
Friday released 65715 
cusecs water from vari-
ous rim stations with an 
inflow of 57027 cases. 
According to the data re-
leased by IRSA, the water 
level in the Jhelum River at 
Mangla Dam was 1083.00 
feet, which was 33.00 feet 
higher than its dead level of 
1,050 feet. The release of 
water at Kalabagh, Taunsa 
and Sukkur was recorded 
as 23822 ,20709 and 30830 
cases respectively. 
Similarly, from the Kabul 
River, a total of 5300 cusecs 
of water was released at 
Nowshera and 13573 cusecs 
released from the Chenab 
River at Marala.

DNA

ISLAMABAD: The World Bank’s 
(WB) approved $435 million in 
financing for three projects in Pa-
kistan which would expand access 
to housing finance, particularly for 
low-income households, improve 
land tenure rights and facilitate af-
fordable housing developments in 
urban Punjab. The three projects, ap-
proved by WB’s Board of Executive 
Directors included Pakistan Hous-
ing Finance, Punjab Urban Land 
Systems Enhancement and Punjab 
Affordable Housing Program, accord-
ing to a WB’s press release.

“Affordable and accessible hous-
ing is in high-demand in Pakistan, 
which is home to over 200 million 
people and is the most urbanized 
country in South Asia,” World 
Bank Country Director for Paki-
stan, Najy Benhassine, said.
“These projects will contribute to 
addressing housing needs, particu-
larly for low-income households, by 
leveraging the private sector and 
by facilitating access to mortgage 
options for those who currently 
cannot access financing to buy a 
home. They will also strengthen 
property rights and increase the 
supply of climate-resilient, afforda-
ble housing developments”, he 

added. WB has approved US $85 
million additional financing for 
Pakistan Housing Finance Pro-
ject which would help to expand 
access to affordable mortgages to 
increase homeownership among 
low-income households, including 
women and informal workers. The 
additional financing would scale 
up the credit risk-sharing facility 
launched in 2018, to provide par-
tial credit guarantees to banks, in 
order to incentivize them to lend 
to borrowers traditionally excluded 
from commercial financing.
This will benefit up to 70,000 first-
time homebuyers in the country, 
who qualify for the government’s 

interest rate subsidy program – 
Mera Pakistan, Mera Ghar (My 
Pakistan, My Home).
WB approved US $150 million un-
der Punjab Urban Land Systems 
Enhancement Project which would 
strengthen land administration and 
facilitate housing authorities’ ef-
forts to identify suitable areas and 
public lands for affordable housing 
developments in the Punjab prov-
ince. The project would support the 
provincial government in upgrading 
its land registry by creating a digi-
tal, province-wide inventory of lands 
and deeds. The projects will help to 
secure land tenure and streamline 
procedures for land-related permits 

– which are essential for private sec-
tor investment, housing finance and 
tax revenue collection.
The project will also generate ge-
ospatial data and risk information 
to inform urban planning and dis-
aster risk management strategies 
for natural hazards such as floods. 
More than 38 million people are 
expected to benefit from land regis-
tration, which will not only improve 
tenure security, but also formalize 
land and property ownership. 
The US $200 million Punjab Af-
fordable Housing Program will 
increase the availability of afforda-
ble housing, particularly for low-in-
come households in the province.

WB approves $435 mln for low income projects
WB has approved US $85 million additional financing for Pakistan Housing Finance Project 

which would help to expand access to affordable mortgages to increase homeownership 
among low-income households, including women and informal workers
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Opp making hue and cry as 
defeat imminent: Farrukh
Farrukh Habib said that the entire nation had supported the prime minister’s 

stance about “ absolutely not”, as he believed in dignity and honour of the nation
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Minister of 
State for Information and 
Broadcasting Farrukh Ha-
bib on Friday said the op-
position was making hue 
and cry over arrest and ab-
duction of its members of 
National Assembly as it was 
unable to complete num-
bers for the success of the 
no confidence motion which 
was doomed to fail. 
Addressing a press confer-
ence along with Secretary 
PTI International Chapter 
Dr Abdullah here, he said 
that no JUI-F worker was 
arrested during its long 
march. Similarly Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari led a long 
march from Karachi to Is-
lamabad and none of the 
PPP workers was arrested 

and no hurdles were creat-
ed in its way as the govern-
ment believed in democrat-
ic right of protest. 
On the contrary, he said 
that when PTI started its 
long march during PML-N 
era, an entire province was 
blocked and rubber bullets 
were fired on the partici-
pants.  The minister said 
the government wanted 
that the opposition should 
bring a no confidence mo-
tion in the House so that 
their bluff of support should 
be exposed once for all.
He said that the PTI govern-
ment was fully confident of 
defeating the no trust mo-
tion as it enjoyed support of 
its allies.  Farrukh said that 
it was a matter of routine 
to hold consultations and 
meeting with other party 
leaders and there was no 

reason to doubt any body’s 
intentions. 
He said that despite many 
challenges, the government 
had always taken its allies 
on board and addressed 
their grievances, adding  in 
future it would continue the 
same policy.  The minister 
said that the prime minister 

despite not having clear ma-
jority,  followed independ-
ent foreign policy.
He claimed that Hamza 
Shahbaz Sharif had criti-
cized the prime minister’s 
remarks about EU but when 
in power the previous rulers 
used to follow the dictates 
of the western powers. 

He reminded that when 
the PPP and PML-N were 
in power over 400 drone 
attacks were carried out in 
Pakistan’s territory. 
Farrukh Habib said that the 
entire nation had supported 
the prime minister’s stance 
about “ absolutely not”, as 
he believed in dignity and 
honour of the nation. 
The minister said the prime 
minister’s stance on Islamo-
phobia had been appreciat-
ed all over the world.
He urged to take notice of 
the JUI-F  workers attack on 
the Parliament lodges as the 
political parties were not 
allowed to train the armed 
activists.  Farrukh said that 
the goons of JUI-F tried to 
harass the members of the 
parliament and their fami-
lies residing in the lodges.
He said that overseas Paki-

stanis sent $ 30  billion in 
remittances last year which 
stood at $ 18 billion per 
year till 2018. The minister 
said overseas Pakistanis 
had played an important 
role in making Imran Khan 
as Prime Minister.
He hoped that record remit-
tances would come this year 
in the country. In the past 
no government was ready 
to empower  overseas Pa-
kistanis, he said adding the 
biggest demand of the over-
seas was the right to vote. 
“Our government gave 
overseas the right to vote 
through legislation”, Far-
rukh Habib said. Moreo-
ver, he said  the process 
of  power of attorney had 
been made online and ‘Ro-
shan Digital Account’ was 
launched for the facilitation 
of expatriates. 

ISLAMABAD: Heads of European missions in Pakistan gathered to extend support to Ukraine. Ambassador of Ukraine is also seen in the picture. – DNA

National Days and 
Armed Forces Days

Emergency

Enquiry

Hospitals

Departments

Islamabad 
Metropolitan

Water Tank

Rescue (Police)................15
Bomb Disposal.................15
Fire Services Rawalpindi/
Islamabad............1122 & 16
Emergency Ambulance..1122 
& Rescue Services.4451122
Motorway Police....9266044
Motorway Police..9270601-20
Women Police Stations
Islamabad...............9222596
Rawalpindi.........9270601-20

Edhi Ambulance.............115
PIA Flight Info.................114
PIA Cargo...............9280979
Railway Inquiry...............117
Railway Exchange9270831-5
WASA Rawalpindi..5555489
CAA........................9281092

CMH.......................5611111
MH...........................561116
Cantt Hospital...9270907-11
DHQ....................5556311-4
RGH....................9290301-7
Holy Family.........9290322-7
PIMS.................9261170-79
Polyclinic...........9218300-09
Shifa International.4603666

CDA...................9221334-43
CDA...................9208301-04
Met Office...........9250360-6
RDA.......................5555864
TMA.......................5770886
Cantonment Board 9270151-3

Corporation...........9209224
Potohar Town.........9209224
Rawal Town.............5773343

Islamabad......0321-5744480

Hotels & 
Restaurants

Airlines

Serena Hotel.....111 133 133
Marriott..........051- 2826121
Monal.............0334-5421812

Turkish Airlines......8494949

MARCH

March 01/ Bosnia

National Day

March 03/ Bulgaria

National Day

March 06/ Ghana

Independence Day

March 12/ Mauritius

National Day

March 17/ Ireland

St. Patricks Day

March 20/ Tunisia

Independence Day

March 21/ Namibia

National Day

March 25/ Greece

National Day

March 26/ Bangladesh

National Day

March 27/ Myanmar

Armed Forces Day

ISLAMABAD: President Arif Alvi inaugurating first-ever Career Counselling Expo organized by 
ministry of federal education and professional training, at Pak-China Friendship Center. – DNA

Promoting women 
entrepreneurs key 

focus of govt
 

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Advisor for 
Commerce and Investment 
Abdul Razak Dawood said 
that our women entrepre-
neurs are very talented 
and promoting them is the 
key focus of the govern-
ment so that they could 
increase exports and play 
a more effective role in the 
economic development of 
the country. He said this 
while inaugurating Women 
Entrepreneurs’ Exhibition 
at Islamabad Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry. He 
then took a round of the 
exhibition and showed keen 
interest in the products. He 
appreciated the efforts of 
women entrepreneurs for 

producing quality products 
and assured that the gov-
ernment would work for 
their further facilitation. He 
also appreciated the initia-
tive of ICCI for providing a 
good platform to the women 
entrepreneurs for display 
of their products and added 
that such exhibitions play 
an important role in busi-
ness development, trade & 
exports promotion.
Dr. Fehmida Mirza, Federal 
Minister for Inter-Provincial 
Coordination also visited the 
exhibition and appreciated 
the products displayed by 
the women entrepreneurs. 
She assured that the gov-
ernment would make more 
conducive policies for wom-
en entrepreneurs for better 
growth of their businesses.

AIOU organizes 
int'l conference 
on discourses  

of tradition
ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal Open 
(AIOU) organized an international 
conference on ‘Discourses of Tradition 
and Modernism in Islamic Though’ 
here at the main campus on Friday. 
Opening session of the conference was 
chaired by Prof Dr Zia Ul- Qayyum, VC, 
AIOU while DrQiblaAyaz, Chairman, 
Islamic Ideological Council was chief 

guest at this occasion.  Various prom-
inent and distinguished scholars of for-
eign countries participated in the confer-
ence including Prof Dr Abu SufyanIslahi, 
Aligarh Muslim University, India, Prof 
DrIsrar Ahmad, Social Sciences Univer-
sity, Turkey and Prof Dr Jamal Malik, 
Erfurt University, Germany. 
Khurshid Nadeem, renowned national 
writer and columnist also participated in 
the conference and chaired the second 
session of the conference which was 
organized by the Faculty of Arabic and 
Islamic Studies. While addressing the 
participants, Prof Dr Zia Ul-Qayyum said 
that solution of our social issues and con-
struction of new knowledge is embedded 

in the foundations of “tradition”. If our 
ideological foundations remain deeply 
rooted in tradition, Muslim Ummah can 
face the challenges of the modern world 
effectively.  He, further, added that such 
conferences serve to decrease the ele-
ments of extremism in our society. On 
the other hand, Dr Qibla Ayaz while ad-
dressing the conference said that Islam 
is neither absolute nor fixed in its inter-
pretations rather it reflects fluidity and 
dynamism in its spirit and teachings. 
We can address any challenge of mod-
ern times by truly decoding the teach-
ings of Islam. He, further, highlighted 
the need of reviving and sustaining the 
discourses of Islamic tradition. – APP



There is no room 
to compromise 
on rule of law: 

Sadaqat Abbasi
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) MNA Sadaqat Ali Abbasi 
Friday said that there is no room for 
compromise in the conflict with op-
position over the rule of law and op-
position should get ready for another 
defeat for no-confidence motion.
Talking to a private news chan-

nel, he said that the opposition 
was bringing “mobs” into the 
Parliament which would never be 
allowed and so-called political pun-
dits could not befool the masses by 
criticizing the government.
He said that PTI do not believe in the 
politics of revenge and violence but 
any attempt to disrupt the state’s law 
and order would not be tolerated at 
any cost. Government had the author-
ity to take anybody into custody on 
doubts of being involved in any unlaw-
fully activity, he further mentioned.
Replying a question, he claimed that 
PTI has emerged as the only nation-

al party of Pakistan adding he said 
no corrupt element can defeat brave 
leader Prime Minister Imran Khan 
who is determined to change the fate 
of the country despite facing daunting 
challenges. PTI’s parliamentarians 
will once again prove their loyalty 
and trust on the leadership of Prime 
Minister Imran Khan, he said, adding, 
Pakistan People’s Party’ Chairman 
Bilawal Bhutto has failed to gather 
even two thousand people in Islama-
bad which is shameless. He said the 
PTI would also defeat its political op-
ponents in the next general election 
on the basis of performance. – DNA
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ISLAMABAD: President, ArifAlvi, said that 
Pakistan eagerly needed a change in mul-
ti-modal logistics in view of the growing 
demand such as regional connectivity and 
the projects under CPEC. “The regional 
countries are eager to transport their goods 
to Gwadar port, and hence Pakistan needs 
to put in place a smooth supply-chain sys-
tem at the earliest,” he stated in his address 
here at the First Multi-modal Logistics Con-
ference 2022. The President stressed that 
to fully tap the trading opportunities offered 
by increasing regional integration, Pakistan 
needed to reform its logistic infrastructure 
besides developing human resources.
President Alvi mentioned that Uzbekistan 
had shown keen interest in transporting its 
commodities through Pakistan, while Turk-

menistan and Iran were interested in the 
supply of natural gas.
In this regard, he remarked that an 
efficient cargo system in Pakistan 
was vital to substantially improve 
the supply-chain system, thus ben-
efiting both the producer and con-
sumer countries. “Pakistan has im-
mense opportunities knocking at 
its doorstep and we need to take ad-
vantage of the implementation of a 
multimodal logistic strategy,” the 
President added. He con-
tended that the gov-
ernment had done 
a splendid job in 
improving the 
farming, indus-
try, and textile 
sectors during 
the pandemic, 

however, mentioned the need for a 
smooth supply chain system.

To bridge gaps between the 
manufacturer and consumer, he 
opined, the policies needed to 
be formulated in consultation 
with government functionaries 
and the private sector. Presi-
dent Alvi emphasized that get-
ting adjusted to changing trends, 

overcoming supply chain disrup-
tions, and relying on two or more 

modes of transportation could 
substantially improve 

the logistics system. 
He maintained that 
multimodal trans-
portation required 
more communi-
cation and collab-
oration and em-

phasized training to turn the country’s huge 
youth bulge into a productive human resource 
to achieve the goals. Dr Ishrat Hussain, 
former Adviser to Prime Minister on In-
stitutional Reforms and Austerity on the 
occasion, said inefficiency of the supply 
chain could be overcome through the im-
plementation of reforms in institutions.
He noted that the reforms carried out in 
Civil Aviation Authority, Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines, Pakistan Railways, and Na-
tional Highway Authority were aimed at the 
improvement of consumer services.
To improve the efficiency of public organ-
izations, he said it was important for the 
ministries to work on policies only, while 
the regulatory bodies could function au-
tonomously. He stressed a level-playing 
field for all stakeholders, including the 
private sector, relating to the supply 
chain to benefit the consumer.

Pakistan needs change in logistics under CPEC
He noted that the reforms carried out in Civil Aviation Authority, Pakistan Int’l Airlines, Pakistan 
Railways, and National Highway Authority were aimed at the improvement of consumer services

Briefs
ANF recovers 

over 490 
kg drugs; 

arrests two
RAWALPINDI: Anti Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) in its oper-
ation on Friday recovered 
over 490 kg drugs including 
447.6 kg charras, 38.4 kg 
opium and 4.2 kg Ice be-
sides netting two accused.
According to ANF Head-
quarters spokesman, ANF 
D I Khan and ANF Intelli-
gence conducted an opera-
tion in Darband area on D 
I Khan road and recovered 
drugs which were tactfully 
concealed in fuel tank of a 
truck and arrested two ac-
cused namely Hafeez Ullah 
resident of Pishin and Ja-
hangir. A case has been reg-
istered against the accused 
while further investigation 
is in progress. – APP

IESCO 
notifies power 

suspension 
programme

 

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad 
Electric Supply Company 
(IESCO) on Friday issued 
a power suspension pro-
gramme for Saturday for 
various areas of its re-
gion due to necessary 
maintenance and routine 
development work.
According to IESCO 
Spokesman, the power 
supply of different feeders 
and grid stations would 
remain suspended for the 
period from 09:00 AM to 
02:00 PM, Raja Sultan, TB 
Hospital, Bagh Sardar, Gul-
shanabad, Eid Gah, Pep-
li, Blixar, Sohawa Court, 
Ghauri Dhamik, Kohsar 
Valley, Kalial, Gulshanabad, 
Dhok Noor, 502 Workshop, 
Adiala, Askari-14, Huma-
yun-1, Humayun, Chara, 
Industrial, Al-Rizwan Mill, 
Feeders, From 10:00 am to 
04:00 pm, NCI, Toba, Lilla 
Town, Ahmedabad, Sanghui 
Feeders, From 09:00 am to 
04:00 pm, Beirut, Nambal, 
Sagharpur, Abdullahpur, 
CWO, Jalalpur Sharif, Grand 
Hyatt-1, Orchard Scheme, 
Ahmednagar, KSB, Islampu-
ra, Gadol-1 & 2, Col. Sher 
Khan, Lala Rukh, Hussaina-
bad. , Fazal Rahbar & Steel 
Feeders, From 08:00 AM 
to 04:00 PM, Beirut Gala 
Darbar Mai Toti, Khoi Rata 
City, Charohi Express, Dana 
Bhal, Charohi Dongi, Siri, 
City, Kariala, Jandroot Dabsi, 
Dotot, Mojan, Charohi Feed-
ers from 08:00 AM to 06:00 
PM, Major Riaz, UC Lakhan, 
Dhamyal Road, Gulshan 
Saeed, Captain Amir Sha-
heed, Kamalabad Feeders 
and surroundings. – APP

PMPKL 
announces 

annual financial 
results

ISLAMABAD: Philip Morris 
(Pakistan) Limited (PMP-
KL) posted a profit after 
tax of PKR 2,307 million 
for the year ended Decem-
ber 31, 2021, compared to 
profit after tax of PKR 1,765 
million for the same period 
prior year. The Company’s 
net turnover during the 
same period stood at PKR 
17,459 million reflecting an 
increase of 5.2% versus last 
year. PMPKL continued to 
extend its role for strength-
ening the economy through 
Company’s contribution to 
the National Exchequer, in 
the form of excise duty, sales 
tax, and other government 
levies, stood at PKR 26,673 
million, with an increase of 
14.8% vs. last year, reflecting 
60.5% of the Gross Turnover.
The tax-paying cigarette in-
dustry continues to face chal-
lenges due to the lack of a lev-
el playing field due to the tax 
evasion and violations under 
tobacco control laws by the 
non-tax paid illicit cigarette 
manufacturers. The Govt has 
made efforts to curb the non-
tax paid illicit sector to help 
strengthen the economy by 
improving the contribution 
to the National Exchequer.  
No change in excise rates 
for the last two fiscal years 
led to consumer price sta-
bility of the legitimate ciga-
rette brands which is critical 
to ensure that the price gap 
with non-tax paid brands 
doesn’t stretch further (cur-
rent price gap between le-
gitimate and non-tax paid 
brands is over 200%). This 
wide price-gap between tax-
paid and tax-evaded cigarette 
brands has been the primary 
driver for the growth of illicit 
cigarette trade in Pakistan. 
Excise driven price increas-
es have contributed to the 
growth of the illicit segment, 
which has been addressed by 
the FBR by not increasing ex-
cise duty on cigarettes during 
the federal budget. – APP

IHC serves 
notices on 

HEC’s member 
appointment

ISLAMABAD: The Islama-
bad High Court (IHC) Friday 
served notices to respond-
ents in a case challenging 
the appointment of Dr. Ataur 
Rehman as member Higher 
Education Commission of 
Pakistan (HEC).  The peti-
tioner had named Ministry of 
Education and Professional 
Training, Executive Director 
and Chairman HEC as re-
spondents in his case. 
Justice Mohsin Akhter Kiyani 
heard the case filed by Barris-
ter Umer Ijaz Gilani pertain-
ing to the above matter. The 
lawyer pleaded that the court 
had reinstated Dr. Tariq Ba-
nori against the post of chair-
man HEC but the members 
had made the chairman’s 
post as non functional.
All this was happening un-
der the supervision of Dr. 
Ataur Rehman, he claimed.
He said that the HEC had 
removed the list from the 
website containing the per-
sons involved in plagiarism.
The decision was taken 
since the names of some 
HEC’s persons were found 
in the list. The court re-
marked that it was shocking 
how a regulator institution 
was being run. – APP

Best health 
care services 
to be ensured 
 

ISLAMABAD: Special As-
sistant to Prime Minister 
(SAPM) on National Health 
Services, Regulations, and 
Coordination Dr. Faisal Sul-
tan on Friday said that the 
government was committed 
to provide the best medical 
services at public hospitals 
for citizens across the coun-
try.  During a surprise visit 
to Federal Government Pol-
yclinic (FGPC) hospital, he 
said improving the health 
sector was among the top 
priorities of Prime Minister 
Imran Khan.  Dr Faisal said 
that innovative steps were 
being taken to further im-
prove the facilities and the 
public-private partnership 
was essential in that regard. 
He said that the present gov-
ernment had paid special 
focus on the health sector by 
starting several mega projects.  
The SAPM said that effective 
measures were being adopted 
to achieve targets of universal 
health coverage (UHC).  He 
said that the government was 
working for the expansion of 
UHC by investing in health 
systems, especially in PHC, 
and was committed to imple-
ment its agenda to achieve the 
target of UHC.  – APP

24 students 
complete 
internship 

 

ISLAMABAD: As many as 
24 students of Capital Uni-
versity of Science and Tech-
nology (CUST) completed 
their internship with Islam-
abad Traffic Police (ITP) 
here on Friday. The 13th 
batch of CUST students ac-
quainted about traffic rules 
and road safety measures 
and functioning of various 
departments. The education 
wing of ITP was sensitizing 
the masses on traffic rules 
through various programs, 
said SSP traffic Rai Mazhar.
Addressing the concluding 
ceremony, the SSP (Traffic) 
said efforts were afoot to 
promote friendly policing in 
the city. He said that young 
generation is our asset and 
their cooperation as well 
as responsible attitude is 
crucial for safe road envi-
ronment in the city. He dis-
tributed certificates among 
the students and hoped that 
they would further educate 
and brief their fellows and 
family members about road 
safety tips. – APP

Transporters 
directed 
to ensure 

cleanliness 
RAWALPINDI: The trans-
porters have been directed 
to ensure proper cleanli-
ness at bus stands and pro-
vide more facilities to the 
passengers particularly in 
waiting areas. According 
to a district administration 
spokesman, chairing a meet-
ing, Commissioner Rawal-
pindi Division Noor ul Amin 
Mengal directed the trans-
porters to keep their wait-
ing areas and washrooms 
neat and clean so that the 
people could be facilitated.
He said, tuff tiles should 
also be installed in the wait-
ing areas besides ensuring 
proper cleanliness arrange-
ments at all the city bus 
stands. The meeting was 
attended by DC, Rawalpindi 
Tahir Farooq, Secretary Re-
gional Transport Authority, 
Rashid Ali and all the trans-
porters. – APP

Pak-Indonesia efforts vital to 
counter Islamophobia: envoy
The Indonesian Ambassador visits Pakistan Institute of Developments Economics (PIDE)

Staff Report

ISLAMABAD: His Excel-
lency, Mr. Adam M Tugio, 
Ambassador of Indonesia 
to Pakistan, held a meeting 
with Dr. Nadeem-ul-Haque, 
the Vice-Chancellor, Paki-
stan Institute of Develop-
ments Economics (PIDE), 
in Islamabad today. The 
ambassador was accom-
panied by Mrs. Tugio and 
Mr. Pramudya Sulaksono, 
Minister-Counselor, Social 
Cultural Section of the 
Embassy of Indonesia.
Ambassador Tugio spoke 
on countering Islamo-
phobia. He said that The 
Indonesian embassy will 
be organizing a confer-
ence shortly to discuss 
the way forward and other 
issues such as women’s 
rights and empowerment, 
through e-commerce plat-
forms for instance, and the 
role the ulema can play in 
pushing the agenda for-

ward. His Excellency also 
highlighted the prominent 

role women play in the In-
donesian economy, and his 

government’s efforts to 
improve internet connec-

tivity across the country
Ms. Durre Nayab, Pro-vice 

Chancellor and Director, 
PIDE spoke on the pos-
itives of the Ehsaas pro-
gram in this regard. There 
were positives out there, 
she continued, but chal-
lenges exist.
The Vice-Chancellor, 
PIDE, then spoke on Pa-
kistan’s employment land-
scape and the steps need-
ed to improve Pakistan’s 
unsatisfactory indicators. 
He pointed to poor inter-
net connectivity and cost 
across the country as a 
hindrance to growth.
The ambassador said af-
terward that PIDE has an 
enviable reputation for 
the quality of its research, 
which has contributed to 
public policy development. 
Indonesia and Pakistan 
are developing countries 
with similar challenges, 
he continued, and Indo-
nesia was keen to tap this 
knowledge to answer the 
critical dilemmas facing 
Indonesia’s policymakers.

ISLAMABAD: A memorandum of understanding (MoU) was signed between Pakistan Baitul Mal 
(PBM) and Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency (TIKA) regarding to establishment 

of a stitching unit vocational centre in F-9 Park. Ambassador Mustafa Yurdakul and 
Zlatomira Yurdakul graced the signing ceremony with their presence. – DNA

CG COMSTECH calls on WHO 
representative in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator 
General COMSTECH, Prof. 
Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary 
called on WHO country 
representative in Pakistan, 
Dr. PalithaMahipala at the 
office of World Health Or-
ganization in Islamabad.
During the meeting Prof. 
Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhary 
highlighted the role of COM-
STECH in health, science, 
technology, higher edu-
cation and climate in OIC 
member states. He said that 
OIC is a 2nd international 
organization after United 
Nations consisting of 57 
member states from four 
continents. Prof. Choudhary 

informed that COMSTECH 
is conducting about four 
training sessions monthly. 
These trainings/seminars/
workshops are arranged for 
57 countries including 22 
countries located in WHO/
EMRO region. Experts with 
international repute give lec-
tures on different S&T fields 
including health sector.
Prof. Choudhary said that 
COMSTECH is deeply in-
volved in capacity building 
of OIC states in the cutting 
edge fields of science and 
technology. He said that 
COMSTECH has estab-
lished a network of virolo-
gy institutions consisting 

on Biofarma Indonesia, 
Kayseri Erinyes University 
Turkey. NRC, Turkey Parex-
el, UAE and Pasteur Insti-
tute of Iran, NIH and ICCBS 
Pakistan. Prof. Choudhary 
explored the avenues of 
COMSTECH WHO joint ini-
tiatives in the areas of disas-
ter management, training in 
health sector, and primary 
diagnostic surveillance.
Dr. PalithaMahipala appre-
ciated the efforts of Prof. 
Dr. M. Iqbal Choudhry for 
capacity building of EMRO 
region including Pakistan in 
the field of healthcare. He 
said that WHO and COM-
STECH can work together 

on telemedicine with re-
spect to maternal and child 
health.  He suggested that 
COMSTECH can initiate a 
programme of telemedicine 
for health, and can expand it 
to private sector for telecon-
sultation.  Dr. Mahipala pro-
posed that patient safety, 
research in primary health-
care and strengthening of 
operational research are 
the areas where both organ-
izations can work together. 
It was also discussed that 
WHO (Pakistan) will work 
towards recognition of 
COMSTECH as WHO col-
laborating center in coming 
years. – APP

PMAS organizes 
seminar to celebrate 

Int'l Women's Day
RAWALPINDI: Directorate of Women Development Stud-
ies Center (WDSC) of Pir Mehr Ali Shah Arid Agriculture 
University Rawalpindi (PMAS-AAUR) here on Friday organ-
ized a seminar at the University's main campus to celebrate 
International Women’s Day 2022. VC PMAS-AAUR, Prof. 
Dr. Qamar-uz-Zaman was the chief guest while Ms. Samina 
Nazeer, President Potohar Organization for Development 
Advocacy (PODA) Pakistan and Ms. Rizwana Ahsan Wara-
ich, EuroGender Consultant and Ms. Uzma Batool from 
the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), General Spe-
cialist, were guests of honor. The seminar was attended by 
female faculty members and a large number of students.
This year’s theme for International Women’s Day was “Gender 
equality today for a sustainable tomorrow” explores the ways in 
which women and girls are taking the charge of climate change 
adaptation, mitigation, and response around the world, induc-
ing powerful leaders and change-makers to a more sustainable 
future for all. Prof. Dr. Qamar-uz-Zaman highlighted the role of 
women for the development of a nation and appreciated the ef-
forts of the organizing team and performance of the students.
He advised the female students to strengthen their capabilities 
and capacity to compete with the challenges to equally play a role 
for the development of the country. The speakers of the seminar 
addressed the participants regarding advancing gender equality 
in the context of the climate crisis and disaster risk reduction 
which is one of the greatest global challenges of the 21st century. 
They also emphasized on the continuous support and encourage-
ment from men with their collective actions for the betterment of 
societies and awareness of their rights. Young Aridians of Arid 
Literacy Center performed a play entitled “Baykhof” and the 
students from the Department of Education also performed 
drama on the theme of “Rights of Daughter”. – DNA

Kadyrov hails 
PM’s stance on 
Islamophobia

ISLAMABAD: The 
President of Rus-
sia’s Muslim-ma-
jority Chechnya 
region Ramzan 
Kadyrov has ex-
pressed gratitude 
to Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan 
for his stance on 
Islamophobia in 
the United Na-
tions and other 
world forums and 
said the Muslims in Russia see him with “great respect 
and honour.” “Personally I was profoundly and eagerly 
looking forward to meet you to express my gratitude for 
the stance you adopt for our religion (Islam) in United 
Nations and at world forums,” the Head of the Chechen 
Republic said in a letter to the Prime Minister. Imran 
Khan had met Ramzan last month in Moscow and appre-
ciated the rebuilding of Grozny and the rapid progress of 
the Chechen Republic under his leadership.
The Chechen President also expressed gratitude for meeting 
him during his recent visit to Russia and said three million 
Muslims in his country see him with “great respect and hon-
our.” “You [PM Imran] would be aware that Muslims in Rus-
sia esteemed you with great respect and honour.” President 
Kadyrov said, “We are ready to make every service for you in 
Russia. We also pray to Allah Almighty to consider us among 
His dutiful and obedient humans. Whatsoever service is re-
quired for the cause, defence and struggle of Allah’s Deen and 
its spread.” “Once more, I would like to express my gratitude 
and thanks to you and your affection. We will wait anxiously for 
your next visit to Russia,” Ramzan Kadyrov said. – APP



O VER two decades after 9/11, the 
language of counterterrorism 
pervades both Russia’s impe-

rialist violence and the West’s contra-
dictory responses. Counterterrorism is 
threaded throughout the incursion into 
Ukraine. In Russia, it is weaponised 
against both the Ukrainian people and 
the Russians opposed to Putin. In the 
West, governments and media find 
themselves in great contortions, their 
contradictory responses highlighting 
the racialised policies that sit at the 
heart of the long ‘War on Terror.’
The War on Terror, kick-started by 
Western powers, initially responded to 
concerns over a “new” threat of terror-
ist-style violence through invasions in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. Over time, these 
have been overtaken by approaches 
that attempt to identify extremist ten-
dencies in the West, turning the gaze 
of suspicion towards communities or 
individuals deemed “vulnerable” to 
violence.  It has resulted in the mas-
sive growth of national policies, indus-
tries, and language in the West—and 
beyond—focused on identifying this 
threat, disproportionately targeting 
Muslim communities. 
The latest appropriation of this lan-
guage of counterterrorism has been to 
justify acts of imperialist violence by 
the Kremlin. Putin has cited “de-Na-
zification” as a reason for his military 
attack—playing on Western concerns 
over the rise of the far-right. 
This framing is questionable in light of 
the political composition of Ukraine, 
where the far-right received a paltry two 
percent in the 2019 elections, and the 
president hails from the country’s signif-
icant Jewish community. It is absurd in 
the context of the Russian bombardment 
of Ukraine’s Babyn Yar Holocaust me-
morial. There are pervasive examples 
of neo-Nazism in Ukraine, but these are 
not unique to the region, nor to Europe. 
So, Russian justifications for the incur-
sion that are based on “de-Nazifying” 
Ukraine are easily challenged. Yet, 
this language is still powerful, drawing 
on the recognisable framework of the 
global War on Terror. By invoking the 
spectre of the far-right in Ukraine and 
deploying Europe’s own security lan-
guage against it, Russia is attempting to 
both evoke sympathy and create confu-
sion. Russia has also found a use for the 
global War on Terror in Crimea, clamp-
ing down on pro-democracy protests by 
magicking up threats of terrorism and 
“Islamic extremism.” Tatar Muslims 
have found themselves subject to coun-
terterror raids, arrests, and disappear-
ances in response to activism. 
Meanwhile, in Russia itself, those op-
posed to Putin and the military attack 
have found themselves designated “ter-

rorists and extremists.” The language of 
“misinformation” and “fake news,” inter-
woven with Western counter-extremism 
practice, has been recast by the Kremlin 
as a justification for sentencing voices of 
the opposition to 15 years in prison.
Implicit contradictions
The military attack on Ukraine shows 
us, once again, the knotty contradic-
tions of the War on Terror. The vague 
security laws of Western powers, which 
often nakedly bypass human rights, 
have provided authoritarian regimes 
with valuable tools of repression and 
left Western governments contradict-
ing their own policies.
One such example is that of foreign 
fighters. The UK Secretary of State 
Liz Truss publicly backed British vol-
unteers travelling to Ukraine to join 
an international legion of fighters. Her 
comments were cited by foreign fight-
ers travelling from Britain to Ukraine 
as the “green light” to volunteer.
This sits in stark contrast to how Brit-
ish individuals who travelled to Syria 
have been framed, even those who 
travelled before the establishment of 
Daesh or as vulnerable minors.
Joining the defence of Ukraine against 
Russian aggression is, clearly, vast-
ly different from becoming a part of 
Daesh, and yet UK counterterror law 
theoretically treats them as the same.
As the UK’s Foreign Commonwealth 
and Development Office has stated, 
travelling to Ukraine to fight or assist 
others in the conflict “may amount to 
offences against UK terrorism or oth-
er legislation” and lead to prosecution. 
The UK’s Counterterrorism and Border 
Security Bill of 2019 explicitly forbids in-
dividuals from “travelling abroad to take 
part in or help sustain future foreign 
conflicts.” Whilst significant numbers 
of foreign fighters—many of whom are 
or were young when they left Europe—
have since faced the permanent loss of 
their citizenship, the UK government 
will soon face the question of how they 
should deal with the British fighters re-
turning from Ukraine, as UK ministers 
contradict their own security laws.
Citizenship and border policing
The long War on Terror has also 
prompted a confusing array of contra-
dictory laws regarding citizenship, bor-
ders, and migration.
Since the start of the conflict, over  
two million Ukrainians have been dis-
placed, heading for Poland, Moldova, 
Hungary, Slovakia, Romania, and be-
yond. Governments throughout Europe 
have relaxed entry and visa require-
ments for Ukrainians in public displays 
of solidarity. Where minority refugees 
have been framed for years as security 
threats, white-European refugees are 
welcomed with open arms.
Refugees fleeing war zones in the Mid-
dle East and North Africa have long had 
to face the might of Fortress Europe: 
borders have been blocked, boats have 
been pushed back, and families left to 
drown in the Mediterranean. 
British media have published state-
ments encouraging the deployment 
of anti-migrant gunboats along Eng-
lish coastlines, whilst the BBC live-
streamed footage of packed boats 
struggling for safety. Where refugees 
did make it past borders, many were 
subjected to barely habitable condi-
tions and vilified as a threat to the Eu-
ropean way of life. Security thinktanks 
and policymakers have released report 
after report on the threat of “jihadi 
sleeper cells” or hidden “radicalisers” 
within refugee communities.

– Courtesy: Trt World
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Raid on the North 
Korean embassy 

West’s double standards

I SLAMABAD police raided the North Korean embassy a few 
days ago on the pretext that liquor was being sold illegally 
at the premises. The diplomatic circles have expressed con-

cern and astonishment as to how police could conduct a raid 
on the embassy premises. Under the Vienna Convention embas-
sy premises is considered a territory of the respective country 
therefore it cannot be raided or searched.
The police claimed they raided the embassy after getting news 
that the mission was involved in selling of liquor illegally. The Po-
lice pointed out presence of huge consignment of liquor in the 
premises. Whatever may be the circumstances under the Vienna 
Convention foreign missions cannot be raided in this manner. Re-
ports further suggest that a fight between two local boot legers 
led to this incident. When the fight incident was reported to the 
police, the boot legers told the police they used to get liquor from 
the very premises. The police then raided the house and after en-
tering the premises it was revealed  that it was the North Korean 
embassy. The embassy wrote a letter to the police and Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. We have learnt that matter appears to have been 
resolved. However the incident has raised many a question. How 
police can raid the premises of a foreign mission, is the question 
the rest of the embassies located in Islamabad are asking now.
There is no denying the fact also that the North Korean embassy has 
been involved in selling liquor since long. Even in the past, some of 
the embassy staff had to face the music because of its involvement 
in unwarranted practices such as selling their liquor quotas to local 
venders. Ostensibly, as per rules, the Embassy cannot sell its quo-
tas but unfortunately selling of these quotas has become a profita-
ble business these days. Here we have to admit as well that despite 
all temptations and lucrative offers the majority of embassies do not 
involve in such nasty practices. The embassies that seek to increase 
their revenue through such unfair means should know it that their 
conduct not only earns disrepute for themselves but for the rest of 
the diplomatic fraternity as well. The Pakistani Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs also needs to put its house in order for foreign missions 
simply cannot do this hanky-panky without consent of its officials. 

W HILE the reaction of the world against Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine is necessary, it also 
reflects the double standards of the west in its 

policies for Europe and rest of the world. It was not so 
long ago when the western allies invaded Middle East-
ern countries on the pretext of fake reports. Not a single 
country dared to question those ‘invasions’. There were 
no mainstream campaigns to end the bloodshed in Iraq 
and Syria, and even Israel faces no genuine or notable 
opposition when it continues its illegal atrocities and 
oppression in Palestinian lands. India has never been 
sanctioned  in view of the crimes it has been commit-
ting in Kashmir. But suddenly the world has become the 
defender of human rights when some country or com-
munity other than Asia, and Africa is under attack. Talk 
about hypocricy and shameful double standards.
On Pakistan’s part, the country has sensibly taken a neu-
tral role and abstained from voting on the issue in the 
UN General Assembly. This makes good sense as does 
the question on why Pakistan has been picked out for 
criticism by the West while India has not faced as much 
critique. But the truth is that Pakistan cannot hope to 
take on too many issues at one time and needs to en-
sure it does anything it can to ensure peace on all sides. 
While Prime Minister Imran Khan’s visit to Russia was 
justifiably questioned for the timing, perhaps he can use 
whatever – if any – influence he has to reduce the ten-
sions in a war that has already led to misery for millions. 
The fallout of the war between Russia and Ukraine will 
reach far and wide. This is morphing into an energy war 
between Russia and the West. Amid all this, a severe hu-
manitarian crisis is unfolding. The only solution to this 
crisis is immediate attempts at negotiations.

Worthless Western values 
of hypocrisy

US paying the price for failing to 
address its history of genocide

The spectre of the 
long ‘War on Terror’ 
hangs over Ukraine

Raza Ali

Dr. Azeem Ibrahim

Richard Mcneil-Willson

Latest appropriation 
of this language of 

counterterrorism has 
been to justify acts of 
imperialist violence by 
the Kremlin. Putin has 
cited “de-Nazification” 

as a reason for his 
military attack—

playing on Western 
concerns over the 
rise of the far-right
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P EOPLE of Western origin and typical-
ly their rulers, lose breath chanting 
about their “values-based” system. 

They take pride in declaring their high mor-
al standards and “human values”. But, their 
actions tell a totally different story. For the 
last ten years the Russian Federation has 
been bringing forward a resolution against 
the Glorification of Nazism in the World. 
Every year this resolution is passed, and just 
like all UN General Assembly resolutions it 
is recommendatory rather than mandatory.
Every year this resolution is passed with ma-
jority support, but there always is at least 
one country, which votes against this resolu-
tion. The country that votes against is USA.
A similar resolution “Combating glorifica-
tion of Nazism, neo-Nazism and other prac-
tices that contribute to fuellingcontempo-
rary forms of racism, racial discrimination, 
xenophobia and related intolerance” was 
passed on 16th of December 2020. Accord-
ing to UN records, 130 countries support-
ed this resolution, 51 countries abstained, 
and two countries voted against it. Take a 
guess, which were these two countries? 
They were USA and Ukraine. Please note 
that this resolution is not about combating 
fascism in Ukraine. It has global character, 
but USA and Ukraine favored the glorifi-
cation of fascism and racism.  Among the 
countries, which abstained are the coun-
tries, which were the first ones to raise hue 
and cry against the Russian special military 

operation against Nazism in Ukraine. Such 
countries, withholding “high standards of 
morality”, include Sweden, Estonia, Poland, 
Denmark, Germany, France, Latvia, Czech 
Republic, Australia, Austria, Georgia, and 
many more of the members of this wolf pack. 
A vast majority of this world (130 countries) 
want to act against the glorification of fas-
cism, racism, xenophobia, and Nazism, but 
the flag carriers of “values-based” system 
are not with them.  When Pakistan want-
ed to abstain from taking sides in case of 
a resolution against Russia, the diplomatic 
envoys of half of these abstaining countries 
(EU members, Canada, and Australia) tried 
to pressure Pakistan into taking sides.
But did these countries ever have the cour-
age to challenge Fascists, Nazis, and ul-
tra-nationalists? The answer is NO.
Let me just tell you, how strong and legally 
protected are Neo-Nazi groups in these coun-
tries. In Latvia, the victory day parade, which 
glorifies the millions of people from various 
countries, who sacrificed their lives fighting 
against Hitler’s Nazi Germany and the veter-
ans of WWII, was cancelled and in its place 
Neo-Nazis hold a parade, every year, glorifying 
those Latvians, who were part of Hitler’s SS 
or German Waffen SS or the Latvian Legion. 
This fascist SS comprised of ethnic Latvians, 
who fought for the cause of Hitler. And mind 
you after WW2 in 1946 this Waffen SS was de-
clared as a criminal outfit.  In Estonia veter-
ans of the Nazi SS are free to march through 
the streets of its capital Tallinn. Swedish and 
Danish citizens make no secret of joining all 
and any white supremacist groups and travel 
feely to every nook and corner of the globe to 
participate in uprisings and attempted coups. 
Similar acts of glorification, in many of the 
countries, which always abstained from vot-
ing against the glorification of fascism, are 
recorded and the respective governments 
never take any legal action against such 
shows of support for Nazism. 
We all remember how Collin Powell demon-
strated a vile containing some powder and de-
clared that Iraq was developing biological and 
chemical weapons. This shameless demon-
stration of baking soda, became the reason 
to legitimize NATO’s invasion of Iraq. But, 
on the other hand USA is running biological 
weapon research facilities in Ukraine, and 
any claims in this regard are just “Russian 

propaganda”. Although, US undersecretary 
of state for political affairs, Victoria Nuland, 
confessed during a congressional hearing 
recently that US does have such labs and 
research facilities in Ukraine, and that they 
are making sure that Russians could not gain 
access to these facilities and obtain evidence 
of US criminal activities in Ukraine. 
Can there be a more obvious double stand-
ard than this? US led NATO can invade 
sovereign Iraq on the basis of inexistent 
biological weapons facilities, but now the 
Americans and their “civilized” allies are do-
ing their best to not allow Russia to discover 
their crimes against humanity.
In December 2013 Senator John McCain 
travelled to Kiev and addressed the pro-
testors, in Maidan Square, inciting coup 
d’etat. McCain also congregated with known 
Neo-Nazis. The same Neo-Nazi leaders later 
also met Vice-president Joe Biden. One of 
the same neo-Nazi leaders later became a 
minister in the illegitimate Ukrainian junta 
and incorporated neo-Nazi militant groups 
like the AZOV battalion into regular Ukrain-
ian army.  Victoria Nuland travelled to Kiev 
and distributed cookies among the violent 
neo-Nazi hoodlums during the 2013-2014 up-
risings. American ex-servicemen travelled 
to Ukraine during the 2014-2021 and trained 
the AZOV battalion gangsters. I think, now 
you can understand, why the United States 
of America, along with Ukraine, always op-
posed the ratification and implementation of 
a resolution:“Combating glorification of Na-
zism, neo-Nazism and other practices that 
contribute to fuelling contemporary forms 
of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia 
and related intolerance”.
As we are talking about hypocrisy and dou-
ble standards, let me give you an example 
close to home. On the official UNESCO 
YouTube channel they have posted a docu-
mentary called “A journey of courage”. This 
documentary is about freedom of speech, 
access to information and courageous jour-
nalistic work. But, the posting organization 
has turned off comments on this documen-
tary. I can’t help asking: “Why can’t people 
express their opinions about this documen-
tary, which is about freedom of speech?” 
As a popular Pakistani journalist used to 
say: “Kia yehkhulatazadnahinhai? (Isn’t 
this an obvious double standard?)”

T O justify Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine, President Vladimir Putin 
accused the Kyiv government of 

committing genocide in the Donbas region. 
Post-invasion, President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky of Ukraine has alleged that Russian 
attacks have “shown signs of genocide” 
and asked the International Criminal Court 
to investigate. The term genocide is often 
loosely used like this when the speaker is ac-
tually referring to mass killing or indiscrim-

inate murder. As evil and terrible as these 
acts may be, they do not in themselves con-
stitute genocide, which has a very precise 
legal definition as articulated in the 1948 
Genocide Convention: The intent to destroy, 
in whole or in part, a national, ethnic, racial 
or religious group. Using genocide and 
mass murder interchangeably obfuscates 
the former’s meaning and serves the inter-
ests of many countries that actually have a 
history of engaging in genocide that they 
do not wish to revisit. In the US, for exam-
ple, getting Americans to engage with their 
own history in a serious and objective way is 
currently one of the most politically fraught 
tasks. From the history and legacy of slav-
ery to Confederate monuments, hardly any 
call for an objective examination of the histo-
ry of this country goes unchallenged.
But we pay a high price for refusing to engage 
with our past in an honest way. Domestically, 
this refusal means we are purposefully blind 
to the legacy of centuries of repression and 
human rights abuses. Over the past decade, 
more and more Americans are beginning to 
engage with the country’s history of slavery 
and racism and are becoming more and more 
aware of the legacy that this still bears on 
the US and on Black Americans today. But 
no similar epiphany is being had about the 

history and legacy of the genocide against the 
Native Americans, with the consequence that 
Indigenous American citizens remain mar-
ginalized, systematically excluded from the 
political process and from economic opportu-
nity, and with their rights to life, liberty and 
pursuit of happiness routinely curtailed. A 
few casinos have brought financial benefit to 
some individuals and groups, but it has hardly 
settled the moral and political score for more 
than four centuries of oppression, erasure 
and physical and cultural destruction. The 
fundamental issue is that, until this history 
is properly excavated, reflected upon in the 
public political discourse and internalized by 
the general public, so many American citi-
zens will remain marginalized, aggrieved and 
often still directly oppressed, and our Union 
will be so much less perfect for it.
Internationally, the price is even steeper. 
America’s dominant place in the world after 
the Second World War was predicated on 
moral leadership. And this was not the mere 
rhetoric of the victor: The reason why Amer-
ica got itself the strong network of allies that 
propelled her to a hegemonic global postwar 
position was because all of those counties also 
saw us as a force for good. They believed in 
our “Manifest Destiny” as much as we did.

– Courtesy: Arab News

The Biden administration 
is correct in its analysis 

that the only way America’s 
role in the world — and 

indeed its national security 
and global interests — will 

be protected and enhanced 
is if the world once again 
looks to us as a force for 
good and as the moral ... 
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Time to lift ‘unjust’ bans 
on Turkey’s defense sector
Erdogan also told Biden that Turkey expects that its request to purchase 
40 new F-16 fighter jets and modernize its existing fleet be finalized as 
soon as possible, according to a statement from the president’s office

News Desk 

ANKARA: The time has come to 
lift the “unjust” sanctions on Tur-
key’s defense industry, President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan told his 
American counterpart, Joe Biden, 
in a phone call on Thursday.
Erdogan also told Biden that Tur-
key expects that its request to 
purchase 40 new F-16 fighter jets 
and modernize its existing fleet 
be finalized as soon as possible, 
according to a statement from the 
president’s office.
Ankara had initially ordered more 
than 100 F-35 jets, made by Lock-
heed Martin Corp., but the United 
States removed Turkey from the 
program in 2019 after it acquired 
Russian S-400 missile defense sys-
tems. Turkey has called the move 
unjust and demanded reimburse-
ment for its $1.4 billion payment.
Last year, Ankara had reportedly 
made a request to Washington to 

buy 40 Lockheed Martin-made 
F-16s and nearly 80 modernization 
kits for its existing warplanes.
Turkey’s purchase of the S-400s 
has also triggered U.S. sanctions. 
In December 2020, Washington 
blacklisted the Presidency of De-
fense Industries (SSB), its chief, 
Ismail Demir, and three other em-
ployees. A readout of Thursday’s 
call from the White House did not 
mention a discussion about sanc-
tions or Turkey’s request regard-
ing the F-16s.
But it said Erdogan and Biden 
had talked about opportunities 
to strengthen ties, in addition 
to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 
The decades-old partnership be-
tween the NATO allies has gone 
through unprecedented tumult 
in the past five years over disa-
greements on many issues, in-
cluding Syria and Ankara’s clos-
er ties with Moscow.
In 2002, Turkey joined several 
other NATO allies who agreed to 

buy the F-35, and five years later 
reached a deal to participate in its 
production, an agreement worth 
potentially billions of dollars to 
Turkish industry.
Ankara has said the U.S. should 
either deliver the F-35 jets that 
Turkey paid for, return the money 
or give another product instead, 
stressing it would consider oth-
er options if Washington fails to 

resolve the issue about F-35s, or 
if the U.S. Congress blocks it. In 
broaching the F-16 idea, Erdogan 
earlier hinted that Turkey could 
turn to Russia for fighter jets if 
talks with the U.S. break down.
Last month, he said talks with the 
U.S. on the modernization of F-16 
fighter jets were going well. He 
said the crisis between Ukraine 
and Russia had shown the neces-

sity of the S-400s purchase, given 
the security risks in the region.
Washington argues that the S-400 
air missile systems could be used 
by Russia to covertly obtain clas-
sified details on the F-35 jets and 
that they are incompatible with 
NATO systems.
Turkey, however, insists that the 
S-400 would not be integrated 
into NATO systems and would not 
pose a threat to the alliance.
Ankara has said it intends to go 
through with the purchase of the 
second batch of S-400s from Rus-
sia, despite opposition from the 
U.S. The Biden administration 
is said to be supporting the F-16 
deal. Yet, the matter could likely 
face challenges getting approval 
from the U.S. Congress, known 
for its anti-Turkey stance that has 
repeatedly damaged bilateral re-
lations. A group of lawmakers in 
the U.S. Congress wrote a letter 
to Biden in October objecting to 
any F-16 sale. 

WAZIRABAD: Group photo of officials of Sialkot, Gujranwala, Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industries and Pakistan Cutlery Association 
Wazirabad on the occasion of Golden Economic Triangle Cricket Festival. – DNA

All set for Markhor Cricket 
League third edition

Sports Correspondent
 
ISLAMABAD: After the first two suc-
cessful editions of Tape Ball Markhor 
Champions cricket League, the third 
edition will be starting from March 21 
at Ayub Cricket Ground, Rawalpindi.
Chairman of Markhor Cricket League 
(MCL) Sardar Saifullah Abbasi along 
with former test cricketer Muham-
mad Khalil and Marketing Director Ali 
Nawaz announced the details of the 
league as the overseas teams will also 
take part in the prestigious event.
He said that twelve teams including 
four overseas teams Dubai Whales, 
UK Rams, Pak-Qatar Dyx and Eshaal 
Falcons are divided in two pools to 
compete in the Tape Ball Cricket Fes-
tival.
The organizer said the stadium was 
ready for the event and final touch-
es were being given to facilitate the 
teams and spectators as Pakistani 

cricket fans love to watch Tape Ball 
Cricket. A total of 34 matches will be 
played in MCL while the final of the 
event will be played on March 29 at 

the same venue.
Former Test cricketer Muhammad 
Khalil said that Season 3 will be an 
event full of entertainment.

European Union to boost 
military support to Kyiv

Agencies 

VERSAILLES: European Union lead-
ers said on Friday they will contin-
ue applying pressure on Russia by 
devising a new set of sanctions to 
punish Moscow for its invasion of 
Ukraine while stepping up military 
support for Kyiv.
The EU’s top diplomat, Josep Bor-
rell, said the 27 officials taking part 
at two-day summit outside Paris will 
agree to inject an extra euro500 mil-
lion euros into the fund for military 
aid to Ukraine, as Russia widens its 
military offensive. On Friday, Russia 
struck near airports in the west of the 
country for the first time as troops 
kept up pressure on the capital, Kyiv.
“I made the proposal to double our 
contribution,” Borrell said. “This is 
what we are going to do, and I am sure 
that the leaders will approve it this 
morning. And it is going to be done im-
mediately. Now it flows quickly.”
The EU had previously agreed to 
spend 450 million euros ($500 million) 
on military supplies for Ukrainian forc-
es in an unprecedented step of collec-
tively supplying weapons to a country 
under attack.
Since the war started last month, the 
EU has adopted massive sanctions 
targeting Russian president Vladimir 
Putin, Russia’s financial system and 

its high-maintenance oligarchs. Earlier 
this week, the bloc’s nations agreed to 
slap further sanctions on 160 individu-
als and added new restrictions on the 
export of maritime navigation and ra-
dio communication technology.
They also decided to exclude three 
Belarusian banks from SWIFT, the 
dominant system for global financial 
transactions. Altogether, EU restric-
tive measures now apply to a total of 
862 individuals and 53 entities.
Borrell said the EU will continue elab-
orating new sanctions targeting oli-
garchs and Russia’s economy.
According to an EU official with di-
rect knowledge of the talks at the 
Versailles Palace, the idea is to have 
sanctions ready that can be activated 
if Putin’s war escalates further. The 
person was not authorized to speak 
publicly because of the sensitivity of 
discussions,
Possible new sanctions against Russia 
and its ally Belarus could include cutting 

all their banks from SWIFT, but a total 
embargo on fossil fuels imports from 
Russia similar to the one imposed by 
Washington is not on the table for now. 
“We should be able to define the finan-
cial sanctions in a wider context. Some 
banks have been cut from SWIFT and we 
could add some,” Belgian Prime Minis-
ter Alexander De Croo said. “We should 
have some strategic patience. A few 
weeks, to see how they bite. At a certain 
point, it will weaken Russia.”
Luxembourg Prime Minister Xavier 
Bettel said threatening Russia with 
the specter of new sanctions should 
be used to obtain a cease-fire.
“We need to apply high pressure and 
be successful,” he said.
Meanwhile, U.S. President Joe Biden 
is set to announce Friday that, along 
with the European Union and the 
Group of Seven countries, the U.S. 
will move to revoke “most favored na-
tion” trade status for Russia over its 
invasion of Ukraine.
According to a source familiar with 
the matter who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity to preview the 
announcement, each country would 
have to follow its own national pro-
cesses. Stripping most favored na-
tion status from Russia would allow 
the U.S. and allies to impose tariffs 
on Russian imports, increasing the 
isolation of the Russian economy in 
retaliation for the invasion. 

Pakistan’s Ahsan 
enters IBSF World 

Championship final
KARACHI: Pakistan’s 16-year-old Ahsan Ramzan set a final 
date with Iran’s Amir Sarkosh in Doha at the IBSF World 
Championships, after beating compatriot and defending 
champion Muhammad Asif in the semi-finals.
Amir beat Pakistani Muhammad Sajjad in the semi-final to 
enter the final against Ahsan.
Earlier, for the very first time Pakistan saw all three of its 
fielded players enter the semi-finals of the event.
The Pakistani trio had been impressive, but it is Ahsan 
Ramzan that shined through in the IBSF U-21 World Champi-
onships as well. He reached the quarters and even received 
the cash award of Qatari Riyal 10,000 from the Asian Con-
federation of Billiard Sports President Asian Snooker body, 
Mr Mohamed Salem Al-Nuaimi as a way of appreciation for 
registering a break of 147 in the quarter-final. He unfortunate-
ly lost 5-2, but made a mark through his talent. The break 
of 147 is rare for a 16-year-old to hit at the world stage and 
Ahsan became the youngest cueist to do it. In addition to the 
appreciation from the President of the Asian body he also 
bagged US$600 on March 5, vowing to give a better show in 
the Men’s World Championship.
Ahsan belongs to Lahore and had been playing snooker 
since 2017 on junior level, when he was not even 10-years-
old. He is playing the IBSF World Championship in his in-
ternational debut. “After the 147 break, I feel I had gained 
a lot of confidence,” Ahsan told The Express Tribune.
The prodigy had been troubling national greats like Babar 
Masih and even Sajjad in the National tournaments, by 
defeating them.
“I feel grateful for the opportunity. The ASBC President gave 
me the cash prize from his own pocket because he felt I have 
the talent that should be appreciated. I’m very grateful for 
that and then the Pakistan Billiards and Snooker Federation 
(PBSA) President Jawid Karim also supported me a lot. I just 
want to do my best with men’s World Championship and the 
Asian Championship after that.” – News Desk

Rawalpindi pitch 
loses one point

ISLAMABAD: The much criticized Rawalpindi pitch, where 
the firs test match between Australia and Pakistan conclud-
ed in a draw on Tuesday, is termed below average by the 
International Cricket Council (ICC’s) match referee.
Match referee Ranjhan Madugalle explaining the reason 
said, “this did not represent an even contest between bat 
and ball. Therefore, keeping in view the ICC guidelines it is 
rated as below average.” 
Madugalle further elaborating for dropping one standard 
point of the surface said there was no change in it’s be-
havior and it did neither helped pace bowlers nor spinners 
during the entire test match.
According to the ICC’s Pitch Report and Outfield Monitor-
ing Process’ revised policy one point is deducted for unsup-
portive pitch which is required to be equally beneficial for 
both the batters and bowlers. Chairman Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) Ramiz Raja in his video message assured that 
the PCB was striving hard to make quality and result-ori-
ented pitches in Pakistan. However, the effort  would take 
some time as he has recently held the post of board’s head 
and his team was working on it.
The PCB Chairman said some 50 to 60 pitches across the 
country would be prepared afresh once the current crick-
et season was over. On  experimental basis different tech-
niques were being used and import of soil form Australia 
was also in process to produce quality playing surfaces for 
ensuring result-oriented matches, he added. – APP

3 wickets 
on 1 ball...

From Page 01
“take three wickets in one 
ball”. “I am competing 
against these three dacoits 
and ... I will take all three 
wickets with one inswing 
yorker,” the premier repeat-
ed. Earlier in his speech, 
the prime minister referred 
to Fazl as “diesel” but then 
went on to say that Chief of 
Army Staff General Qamar 
Javed Bajwa told him not to 
refer to Fazl as diesel.
“I was just talking to Gen 
Bajwa and he told me not 
to refer to Fazl as diesel. 
But I am not the one who 
is saying that. The people 
have named him diesel,” the 
prime minister said.
He also alleged that the op-
position had been demand-
ing an NRO from him.
They tell me that they will 
topple my government if I 
don’t close corruption cas-
es against them. But I tell 
them that I will not close 
the cases even if I have to 
give my life for it. I am not 
doing politics against you 
but fighting a jihad.”
The prime minister further 
accused the opposition of 
trying to buy the votes of 
lawmakers from the PTI and 
its allied parties to make 
the no-confidence motion 
a success.He said he had 
called on people to gather 
at Islamabad’s D-Chowk a 
day before the session for 
voting on the no-confidence 
motion, which is yet to be 
scheduled.
On that day, the premier 
said, there would be a sea of 
people at D-Chowk.
PM Imran said he had asked 
people to gather at D-Chowk 
to convey the message to 
the opposition that the na-
tion was standing with the 
good and against the evil.
“Humans either side with 
the good or the evil. Only 
animals remain neutral,” 
he commented.The pre-
mier termed voting on the 
no-confidence motion “a 
match in parliament” and 
said, “You will see what I do 
with them after winning this 
match.”

J-10C fighter 
jets...

From Page 01
Peshawar Corps Command-
er Lt Gen Faiz Hameed as 
well as senior federal minis-
ters attended the ceremony.
According to media, the 
J-10C is larger and can be 
equipped with a bigger ac-
tive electronically scanned 
array (AESA) radar than the 
one used by the JF-17 Block 
3. The aircraft can carry 
more advanced, fourth-gen-
eration air-to-air missiles 
including the short-range 
PL-10 and the beyond-visual-
range PL-15.
The military had in January 
confirmed the long-specu-
lated deal with China for the 
supply of J-10C jets. It had 
said that the acquisition was 
being done in view of the re-
gional security matrix that 
required Pakistan’s armed 
forces to continuously up-
grade their capacity.
Many think the J-10C deal 
is Pakistan’s answer to Ra-
fales bought by India from 
France. 

Russia to use 
volunteer...

From Page 01
from conflicts such as Syria 
without risking additional 
Russian military casualties.  
At a meeting of Russia’s 
Security Council, Defence 
Minister Sergei Shoigu 
said there were 16,000 vol-
unteers in the Middle East 
who were ready to come 
to fight alongside Rus-
sian-backed forces in the 
breakaway Donbass region 
of eastern Ukraine.
“If you see that there are 
these people who want of 
their own accord, not for 
money, to come to help the 
people living in Donbass, 
then we need to give them 
what they want and help 
them get to the conflict 
zone,” Putin said from the 
Kremlin.
Shoigu also proposed that 
Western-made Javelin and 
Stinger missiles that were 
captured by the Russian 
army in Ukraine should be 
handed over to Donbass 
forces, along other weap-
onry such as man-portable 
air-defense systems, known 
as MANPADS, and anti-tank 
rocket complexes.

Russian 
forces...

From Page 01
could be preparation for 
an assault on the city with-
in days. Ukraine accused 
Russian forces on Friday of 
bombing and shelling cities 
across the country, includ-
ing hitting a psychiatric hos-
pital near the eastern town 
of Izyum where hundreds of 
patients were sheltering in 
the basement.
In Russia, prosecutors 
asked a court to declare 
Meta Platforms (FB.O) an 
“extremist” organisation 
on Friday, after the owner 
of Facebook and Instagram 
allowed posts calling for the 
death of invading Russian 
troops. 
Russia has been pounding 
Ukraine’s cities while its 
main attack force north of 
Kyiv has been stalled on 
roads since the invasion’s 
early days, having failed in 
what Western countries say 
was an initial plan for a light-
ning assault on the capital.
Images released by private 
U.S. satellite firm Maxar 
showed armoured units ma-
noeuvring in and through 
towns close to an airport on 
Kyiv’s northwest outskirts, 
site of fighting since Russia 
landed paratroops there in 
the first hours of the war.
Other elements had reposi-
tioned near the settlement 
of Lubyanka just to the 
north, with towed artillery 
howitzers in firing posi-
tions, Maxar said.

OIC 
delegation...

From Page 01
sustainable development for 
OIC member states.
Guided by this vision, he 
said, Pakistan would seek to 
build bridges of cooperation 
and partnerships amongst 
OIC member states and 
beyond. He mentioned 
the decisions of the 17th 
Extraordinary Session of 
OIC-CFM on the humanitar-
ian situation in Afghanistan, 
and the ministers’ decision 
to establish an OIC-led Hu-
manitarian Trust Fund for 
Afghanistan, appoint the 
OIC Secretary General’s 
Special Envoy and agree-
ment to strengthen the OIC 
Mission in Kabul.
The foreign secretary un-
derlined that the 48th Ses-
sion would provide a valua-
ble opportunity to review 
progress made since the 
adoption of that resolution.
Welcoming the preparato-
ry work undertaken by the 
Islamic Development Bank 
for the operationalization 
of the Humanitarian Trust 
Fund, the foreign secretary 
underscored the urgency of 
concrete pledges by member 
states and Afghanistan’s inter-
national partners to the Trust 
Fund. Such announcements 
would be central to the OIC’s 
collective goal of helping the 
Afghan people in their hour 
of need, he said. The OIC 
Heads of Mission were also 
briefed on CFM programme 
for March 22-23,  2022 and 
provided details of the ad-
ministrative arrangements.

India says 
accidentally...

From Page 01
“It is learnt that the missile 
landed in an area of Paki-
stan. While the incident is 
deeply regrettable, it is also 
a matter of relief that there 
has been no loss of life due 
to the accident.”
The ministry said the gov-
ernment had “taken a se-
rious view and ordered a 
high-level Court of Enquiry” 
into the incident.

‘Not 
impossible’ 

to win La 
Liga: Xavi

MADRID: La Liga has adopt-
ed a familiar look with Barce-
lona and Atletico Madrid back 
in the top four and both teams 
might now begin to believe 
they can finish second as Se-
villa continues to stumble.
Barcelona, in particular, look 
primed for a late surge after 
winning four games on the 
bounce, their January sign-
ings giving them a boost just 
when they needed it most.
They still have seven points 
to overturn to reach second 
but Xavi Hernandez’s side 
do have a game in hand, as 
well as a meeting with Se-
villa to come next month at 
Camp Nou.
Such is the optimism around 
Barcelona that Xavi was 
even asked on Wednesday if 
they could yet win the title, 
although for Real Madrid to 
spurn a 15-point advantage 
with 11 games to go, 12 in 
Barca’s case, seems un-
thinkable.
“Mathematics say that we can 
win the league, so why not?” 
Xavi said. “The others are fail-
ing but not Real Madrid. They 
have time on their side. It’s 
very difficult, but not impossi-
ble.” – Web Desk
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PESHAWAR: Vice President Pak-Af-
ghan Joint Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (PAJCCI), Zia ulH-
aqSarhadi has hailed temporary 
permission for free movement 
of cargo trucks between Paki-
stan and Afghanistan.
In a press statement is-
sued here on Friday, Zia 
Sarhadi said permission 
for free movement of 
trucks auger well for pro-
motion of bilateral trade be-
tween the two countries.
The decision, he continued, will also 
help in resolution of difficulties faced 
by business community of both the coun-
tries by shifting of goods from one vehicle to 

another after crossing border.  Zia said accord-
ing to order, Afghan transporters can get 

permission from Pakistan Embassy in 
Kabul and from Consul General office 

in Qandahar. 
While the Pakistani business-
men can get permission from 
Afghan Consulates in Pesha-
war and Quetta. 
This is a historic development 
and will pave way for promo-
tion of business not only in 
Pakistan and Afghanistan but 
in the whole region including 
Central Asian Republics (CAR), 

Zia Sarhadi expressed the hope.
He appreciated the role played 

by Commerce Ministry in issu-
ance of this order and said it was a 

long lasting demand of business com-
munity of both the countries.

PAJCCI hails permission 
of trucks movement
The decision, he continued, will also help in resolution of 

difficulties faced by business community of both the countries by 
shifting of goods from one vehicle to another after crossing border

Briefs
Kazakh, 
Turkish 

carriers halt 
Russia flights
MOSCOW: Kazakhstan’s 
national airline Air Astana 
and Turkish budget airline 
Pegasus Airlines said Friday 
they were temporary sus-
pending flights to Russia, 
after sanctions imposed on 
Moscow over its military in-
cursion in Ukraine.
The companies made the 
decision because of uncer-
tainties over insurance of 
aircraft bound for Russia, 
they said in separate press 
releases. Flights to Turkey 
and Kazakhstan have been 
some of the few routes out 
of Russia, since most Euro-
pean countries closed their 
airspace to Russian aircraft. 
Turkey’s Pegasus told AFP 
it would be stopping flights 
from Saturday.  The coun-
try’s flagship carrier Turk-
ish Airlines said flights to 
and from Russia will “con-
tinue for the moment.”
Prices for Moscow-Istanbul 
tickets soared in the last 
week, as many scrambled 
to leave Russia on one of 
the few routes left out of 
the country. Kazakhstan’s 
Air Astana, which operates 
flights to several destina-
tions in Russia said it was 
seeking to “restore flights 
as soon as possible”.
The carrier’s decision 
means there are no direct 
connections between Mos-
cow and Kazakhstan’s larg-
est city, Almaty, representa-
tives of two travel agencies 
in Almaty told media. – APP

Ukrainian 
refugees 

rises above 
2.5M: UN

GENEVA: The number of 
refugees fleeing Ukraine 
since Russia launched a war 
on its neighbor has crossed 
2.5 million, the UN refugee 
agency, UNHCR, said on 
Friday.  “The UN estimates 
that there are now at least 2 
million internally displaced 
people,” in Ukraine, UN-
HCR spokesman Matthew 
Saltmarsh said at a press 
conference at Ukraine’s 
border with Poland.
“The total number of ref-
ugees has just past 2.5 
million ... an unpreceded 
flow of people in Europe, 
certainly the most since the 
Second World War.”
UNHCR said that some of 
the refugees face the danger 
of landmines while fleeing.
UN Human Rights Office 
spokesperson Elizabeth 
Throssell said her office 
has confirmed the deaths of 
549 civilians and more than 
9,000 injured since the war 
began, “although the actual 
figure is much higher.”
“Civilians are being killed in 
what appears to be indiscrim-
inate attacks,” said Throssell.  
The World Health Organiza-
tion said at the press confer-
ence that there have been 26 
attacks on healthcare facili-
ties in Ukraine. Russia’s war 
against Ukraine, which began 
on Feb. 24, has drawn in-
ternational condemnation, 
led to financial sanctions 
on Moscow and spurred 
an exodus of global firms 
from Russia. – APP

China locks 
down city 

of 9 million
Foreign Desk

BEIJING: A northeastern Chi-
nese city of nine million peo-
ple has been ordered to lock 
down, as authorities scramble 
to halt a fresh Covid-19 out-
break that has pushed nation-
wide case counts to their high-
est in two years. Changchun, 
the capital of Jilin province 
and an important industrial 
base, on Friday ordered resi-
dents to work from home. One 
person will be allowed out 
every two days to buy “daily 
necessities”, and said it would 
institute mass testing.
After the highly transmissi-
ble Omicron variant broke 
through China’s defences, 
Covid cases across the coun-
try soared past the 1,000 
mark this week for the first 
time since the pandemic’s 
early days in 2020, from less 
than 100 just three weeks 
ago. There were 1,369 cas-
es across more than a dozen 
provinces, according to the 
latest daily official count re-
leased earlier Friday.
Also on Friday, Shanghai or-
dered its schools to close and 
shift to online instruction. 
Covid-19 was first detected 
in China in late 2019 but the 
government has kept it large-
ly under control with snap 
lockdowns and mass testing, 
while keeping its borders 
mostly closed. – APP

German 
chancellor to 
visit Turkiye 

next week
BERLIN: German Chancel-
lor Olaf Scholz will make 
his first official visit to Tur-
kiye next week, a deputy 
government spokesman an-
nounced on Friday. Speak-
ing at a news conference in 
Berlin, Wolfgang Buchner 
said the chancellor will trav-
el to Ankara on Monday for 
talks with Turkish President 
RecepTayyipErdogan, but 
he did not give any further 
details about the visit.
Asked about Turkiye’s diplo-
matic efforts for a cease-fire 
between Russia and Ukraine, 
Buchner underlined the Ger-
man government’s support 
for these talks. “Of course, 
in principle, we’re support-
ing every diplomatic effort 
to end Russia’s war of ag-
gression,” he stressed.
Andrea Sasse, a Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman, also 
told reporters that German 
Foreign Minister Annalena-
Baerbock has been in close 
contact with his Turkish and 
Ukrainian counterparts in 
the last couple of days.
Following Turkiye’s efforts, 
Russian and Ukrainian for-
eign ministers met in An-
talya on Thursday, for their 
first face-to-face meeting 
since the war started on 
Feb. 24, but talks have not 
yielded a breakthrough.
At least 549 civilians have 
been killed and more than 
950 others injured in 
Ukraine since the begin-
ning of the war, according 
to UN figures. Over 2.5 mil-
lion Ukrainians have also 
fled to neighboring coun-
tries, the UN refugee agen-
cy said on Friday. – APP

Meta allows 
calls for 
violence 

against Putin 
WASHINGTON: Facebook 
has temporarily eased its 
policy on violent speech 
after Moscow’s invasion 
of Ukraine, allowing state-
ments like “death to Russian 
invaders” but not credible 
threats against civilians, the 
tech giant said Thursday.
Moscow’s internationally 
condemned attack on its 
neighbor has provoked 
unprecedented sanctions 
from Western governments 
and businesses, but also a 
surge of online anger and 
debates over social media’s 
role in the war. The policy 
decision from Facebook 
and Instagram’s parent 
Meta was met immediately 
with controversy, but the 
social media giant defend-
ed its change. “As a result 
of the Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, we have tempo-
rarily made allowances for 
forms of political expression 
that would normally violate 
our rules like violent speech 
such as ‘death to the Rus-
sian invaders,’” Meta said in 
a statement. – APP

Yunnan enhances co-op 
with Pak on pest control

Yunnan and Pakistan have similarities in climate, wheat variety 
characteristics, cultivation conditions, meanwhile confronted with 

shared challenges including stripe rust, drought, high temperature, etc
DNA

BEIJING: China and Pakistan are 
jointly deepening cross-border 
prevention and control of plant 
diseases and insect pests, with 
a joint research center in this 
field being planned, according to 
Yunnan Academy of Agricultural 
Sciences (YAAS), says a report 
published by China Economic Net 
(CEN) on Friday.
“Due to the special geographical 
location, many exotic pests enter 
China through Yunnan. Pakistan is 

also the place where many major 
migratory pests including fall ar-
myworms (Spodopterafrugiperda), 
desert locusts (Schistocercagregar-
ia), etc. occur, which provides im-
portant information for Yunnan and 
even China to predict whether the 
pests will enter China,” LuoYanjie, 
Head of YAAS International Coop-
eration Division, told CEN.
Wheat is Pakistan’s dietary staple. 
Yunnan and Pakistan have simi-
larities in climate, wheat variety 
characteristics, cultivation condi-
tions, meanwhile confronted with 
shared challenges including stripe 

rust, drought, high temperature, 
etc.  Therefore, the two countries 
can directly share wheat variety 
resources and technologies.
Since 2016, besides joint research 
on wheat production, wheat stripe 
rust has also been a specific focus. 
It’s learned that an academic work 
named ‘Wheat Stripe Rust in the 
Middle East and the Extended 
Himalayan Region’ by Li Mingju, 
YAAS Research Fellow, and Paki-
stani scientist Dr. Sajid Ali is soon 
to be published.
Yunnan Academy of Agricultural 
Sciences has established a joint 

agricultural pest control system 
with Pakistan, Myanmar, Vietnam, 
Laos, Thailand, Bangladesh, etc. 
for monitoring, early warning 
and controlling major migratory 
pests such as desert locust and 
meadow moth, epidemic diseas-
es and invasive weeds. 
Especially, in the research on the 
invasion of fall armyworm (Spo-
dopterafrugiperda), Yunnan Acad-
emy of Agricultural Sciences has 
been cooperating with Pakistan 
to timely detect pests’ migration 
route, feeding habits, growth 
rhythm, which is providing strong 

technical support for pest preven-
tion and control in both countries.
The exchanges of agricultural ex-
perts between Yunnan and Paki-
stan also have been enhanced. “For 
instance, Dr. Muhammad Ashfaque 
from Pakistan Agricultural Re-
search Council (PARC) successful-
ly completed his research on rice 
planthopper in Pakistan and Yun-
nan when he was at YAAS. After 
returning to Pakistan, he has been 
keeping in close touch with us on 
agricultural pest control, effective-
ly promoting Sino-Pak cooperation 
in this area,” Luo said. 

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate, Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani exchanging views 
with Mitsuhiro Wada, ambassador of Japan at Parliament House. – DNA

News Desk

ANKARA: Azerbaijani For-
eign Minister Jeyhun Bay-
ramov and his Russian coun-
terpart Sergey Lavrov have 
discussed the implementa-
tion of tripartite statements 
earlier signed by Baku, 
Moscow and Yerevan after 
the end of the 44-day war in 
2020. The meeting was held 
within the framework of par-
ticipation in the Diplomatic 
Forum in Antalya on March 

10. At the meeting, the 
ministers focused on the 
current regional situation, 
including the fulfillment of 
tripartite statements, cre-
ating opportunities for the 
normalization of relations 
between Azerbaijan and 
Armenia, unblocking the re-
gional communication and 
transport lines and the bor-
der delimitation. During the 
meeting, the parties also 
considered topical issues on 
the bilateral agenda.
The parties exchanged 

views on the current sit-
uation in Ukraine, nego-
tiations between Russia 
and Ukraine, and ways to 
resolve the crisis. Other 
issues of mutual interest 
were also discussed at 
the meeting. 
The trilateral ceasefire 
deal signed by the Azer-
baijani, Russian and Ar-
menian leaders on No-
vember 10, 2020, ended 
the three-decade conflict 
over Azerbaijan’s Kara-
bakh region which along 

with the seven adjacent 
districts came under the 
occupation of Armenian 
armed forces in the war 
in the early 1990s. The 
deal also stipulated the 
return of Azerbaijan's 
Kalbajar, Aghdam and La-
chin regions. Before the 
signing of the peace deal, 
Azerbaijan liberated 300 
villages, settlements, city 
centers, and historic Shu-
sha city that had been un-
der Armenian occupation 
for about 30 years.

Azerbaijan, Russia eye fulfilment 
of tripartite statements

UK sanctions 
386 members of 
Russian Duma
“This includes travel bans and 
asset freezes applied to 18 of 

Russia’s leading oligarchs, with a 
combined worth in excess of £30 
billion ($39.3 billion),” it added

LONDON: Britain on Friday sanctioned the members of 
Duma, the lower house of the Russian parliament, a govern-
ment statement said.  Foreign Secretary Liz Truss has sanc-
tioned 386 members of the Duma “for their support for the 
Ukrainian breakaway regions of Luhansk and Donetsk,” ac-
cording to the statement. The new sanctions will “ban those 
listed from travelling to the UK, accessing assets held within 

the UK and doing business here.” The statement further 
said that Duma recognized the independence of the Luhansk 
and Donetsk regions, which are part of Ukrainian sovereign 
territory, and “authorised the permanent presence of Rus-
sian military there, acting as a pretext for Russia’s invasion.”
“We’re targeting those complicit in (Russian President 
Vladimir) Putin’s illegal invasion of Ukraine and those who 
support this barbaric war,” Foreign Secretary Liz Truss 
said. “We will not let up the pressure and will continue to 
tighten the screw on the Russian economy through sanc-
tions.” Reiterating UK’s support to Ukraine, the state-
ment from British Foreign Office said the “designations 
announced today build on yesterday’s crack down on key 
oligarchs from Putin’s inner circle, and the introduction of 
new UK powers to detain Russian aircraft and ban the ex-
port of aviation items.” Since the start of Russia-Ukraine 
war, the UK has sanctioned more than 500 of Russia’s 
“most significant and high-value individuals, entities and 
subsidiaries, bringing the total now covered by the UK’s 
sanctions list to over 800,” the government statement said.
“This includes travel bans and asset freezes applied to 18 
of Russia’s leading oligarchs, with a combined worth in ex-
cess of £30 billion ($39.3 billion),” it added. – Agencies

Italian PM asks 
Vladimir Putin to 

end hostilities
Draghi said that they will discuss 

France’s joint European bond 
proposal at the summit to  

reduce dependency on Russian 
gas and support economic 
efforts in terms of defense

News Desk

ROME: Italian Prime Minister Mario Draghi said Thursday 
he asked Russian President Vladimir Putin on Thursday to 
end hostilities and the bombing of civilians in Ukraine.
Draghi made the remarks before an unofficial EU leaders' 
summit in France -- the term president of the EU.
He said he had an opportunity to have a long meeting with 
French President Emmanuel Macron before the summit to 
discuss the consequences of the war for Europe and Italy.
Draghi said that they will discuss France's joint European 
bond proposal at the summit to reduce dependency on Rus-
sian gas and support economic efforts in terms of defense.
He noted that Italy and France are on the same page 
in that regard. Russia's war on Ukraine, which began 
Feb. 24, has drawn international condemnation, led to 
financial sanctions on Moscow and spurred an exodus 
of global companies from Russia. At least 549 civilians 
have been killed and 957 injured in Ukraine, according to 
UN figures, with the real toll feared to be higher. More 
than 2.3 million people have fled Ukraine to neighboring 
countries, according to the UN refugee agency.

UNSC to meet on biological 
weapons in Ukraine

NEW YORK: The UN Security Council will hold an emer-
gency meeting on alleged manufacture of biological weapons 
in Ukraine at the request of Moscow, whose credibility on 
chemical weapons was questioned during a session on Syr-
ia. Russia on Thursday accused the United States of fund-
ing research into the development of biological weapons in 
Ukraine, which has faced an assault by tens of thousands of 
Russian troops since February 24. Both Washington and Kyiv 
have denied the allegations, with the United States saying 
they were a sign that Moscow could soon use the weapons 
itself. Ukrainian President VolodymyrZelensky dismissed 
Russia's allegations in a video address on Thursday, saying, 
"No one is developing any chemical or any other weapons of 
mass destruction" in Ukraine. Western states have charged 
that Russia is employing a ruse by accusing their opponents 
and the United states of developing biological and chemical 
weapons to lay the ground for their possible use in Ukraine – 
something Moscow has been accused of doing in Syria. – APP
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ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting 
Chaudhry Fawad 
Hussain on Friday 
dampened aspira-
tions of joint oppo-
sition for a no-trust 
move, by hinting at 
the formal announce-
ment by all govern-
ment’s allies to ex-
tend full support to the Prime Minister.
“Before summoning of the session on 
no-confidence motion, all the allies of PTI 
will formally announce to give vote of con-
fidence to Prime Minister Imran Khan and 
the prevailing situation of uncertainty would 
come to an end,” he said while talking to 
media after meeting with Punjab Speaker 
Assembly Chaudhry Pervaiz Elahi.
Minister of State for Information and 
Broadcasting Farrukh Habib also accom-
panied the minister. Fawad said that it 
was imperative to end the political uncer-
tainty as on March 23 about 40 Foreign 
Ministers and 200 delegations of various 
countries would be in the Federal Capital 
to attend the Islamic Conference, being 
hosted by Pakistan.
Answering a question about the meeting with 
Pervaiz Elahi, he said the current political 
situation was discussed in detail as Pakistan 
Muslim League Quaid-e-Azam (PML-Q) and 

Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) were allies 
and had full unanimity of views and mutual 
trust. “PML-Q and PTI are on the same plat-
form about the major decisions to be taken in 
future” he added.
He said most of the reservations of the 
PML-Q had been redressed while remaining 
would be addressed soon. “PML-Q stands 
with the government as its members are part 
of the cabinet”. To another question, the min-
ister said the decision related to Punjab prov-
ince would be taken after evolving consensus 
among the stakeholders and added Aleem 
Khan and Jahangir Khan Tareen were part of 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf.  
During the meeting with the Speaker Punjab 
Assembly, he said Prevention of Electronic 
Crimes Act (PECA) and Pakistan Media De-
velopment Authority also came under dis-
cussion. Chaudhary Pervaiz Elahi had been 
requested to mediate among the stakeholders 
for bringing improvement in the law, he added. 
Fawad said owners of newspapers today held 
a meeting with Pervaiz Elahi and the federal 
government representatives, and added the 
things were advancing in the right direction.
The minister said the decision on PECA 
should be worked out on a political forum, 
adding it was the prerogative of the parlia-
ment, legislators and the government to draft 
effective legislations on multiple issues, and 
judiciary’s responsibility was to implement 
the laws, enacted by the parliament.  – APP

Allies to announce 
support for PM soon

Briefs
All measures 

introduced 
for economic 
growth: Tarin

LAHORE: Federal Finance 
Minister Senator Shaukat 
Tarin said on Friday that Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
government had introduced 
various initiatives for inclu-
sive and sustainable eco-
nomic growth by focusing on 
empowering youth/ common 
man, industrial expansion, 
increased agricultural yield, 
institutional reforms, in-
creased revenue collection, 
broadening of tax base, and 
narrowing down the im-
port-export gap.
He said that during a recent 
visit to China, Pakistan had 
asked the Chinese authori-
ties that it wanted support 
in four major areas, which 
would lead to speedy soci-
oeconomic growth. “With 
your (Chinese) support, we 
have established infrastruc-
ture, connectivity and SEZs 
(Special Economic Zones). 
Now we want you to help us 
in populating these SEZs,” 
the all-weather friend was 
informed. “Help us in agri-
cultural development and 
research; support us in IT 
sector development as five 
Special Technology Zones 
are being established in Pa-
kistan; and the last but not 
least, it (China) should help 
maintain trade balance with 
Pakistan,” he added. – APP

IHC seeks 
report in 
missing 

persons cases
ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad 
High Court (IHC) on Friday 
instructed to provide the 
report of Commission of In-
quiry on Enforced Disappear-
ances (CoIED) to the lawyers 
in the missing persons’ cases.
The court also directed to 
present the report of Justice 
(retd) Kamal Mansoor Alam 
regarding the missing per-
sons on next date of hearing. 
Chief Justice Athar Minallah 
issued the directives while 
hearing the case pertaining 
to the missing blogger Muda-
sir Naro and others. 
The Additional Attorney Gen-
eral informed the court of the 
parameters of CoIED.
The CoIED officials informed 
the court that they used to is-
sue the production orders as 
per the Commission’s  powers. 
They had issued productions 
orders in some 550 cases. The 
court observed that main pur-
pose of the Commission was to 
give suggestions to the Federal 
Government as to how the in-
cidents of enforced disappear-
ances could be stopped. How-
ever, had not forwarded any 
proposal since its inception in 
2011, he added. – APP

Pak-Hungary friendship
day celebrated in Islamabad
Government of Hungary decorates President of Bank of Punjab 

Zafar Masood with its highest civil award
Ansar M Bhatti

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador of 
Hungary to Pakistan Bela Fazekas 
has said relations between Hunga-
ry and Pakistan are deep-rooted 
and historical adding the world fa-
mous orientalist, Sandor Koreosi 
Csoma arrived to this part of the 
world what we call today Pakistan.
The Hungarian ambassador ex-
pressed these views on the occa-
sion of celebration of Hungary-Pa-
kistan friendship day. Hungary 
also decorated President of the 
Bank of Punjab Zafar Masood 
with the highest civil award for 
cementing relations between the 
two countries.
Ambassador Fazekas further said 
arrival of Sandor Csoma was the 
first ever encounter between our 
two peoples. Korosi came here in 
his quest to find the descendants 
of the ancient Hungarian tribes 
scattering around in Central Asia 
eleven centuries ago. He never 
found them, instead he decided to 
stay on the subcontinent for the 
rest of his life.
He added, some Hungarian have 
spent years, some even decades 
but all of them have largely con-
tributed to the intellectual, cul-
tural scientific life of the 19th 
century Lahore. ‘It is enough to 
mention the Punjab University, 
which was founded in 1882 by the 
Hungarian scholar, Vilmos Leit-
ner. In 1887 Aurel Stein came to 
Lahore where he joined the Pun-
jab University as Registrar and 
later on he was the Principal of 
Oriental College’, he added.
The ambassador said the long list 
of Hungarians in Pakistan would 
not be complete without mention-
ing the name of August Schofft, 
the famous painter who came to 
the Punjab in the 1840s where he 
spent four years in the court of 
the Sikh ruler. Schofft has painted 
pictures one after the other por-
traying the members of the Sikh 
ruling family and the everyday life 
of the court. The paintings went 
through a very long journey from 
Lahore to Austro-Hungary from 
there to London, and then as part 
of the Princess Bamba Collection 
back to Lahore.
He said, after more than 150 years 

of exciting journey these extraor-
dinary pieces of art badly needed 
a complete restoration. The initia-
tive which came from our embassy 
became the largest ever cultural 
project in our bilateral history.
‘The bottleneck of every project is 
always the financial background. I 
have to admit that to initiate the 
project was much easier than to 
find sponsors. I cannot empha-

size enough the role of the Bank 
of Punjab in this project because 
without their generous financial 
support the Schofft paintings, 
these emblematic pieces of the 
Pakistani cultural identity could 
not have been restored back to 
their original splendor by the 
Hungarian restorers’.
Ambassador Fazekas said the 
project became the latest land-

mark of our cooperation and a 
permanent topic of the high-level 
meetings between the leaders of 
the two countries. He welcomed 
Zafar Masood the President and 
CEO of the Bank of Punjab, the 
man who was behind this gen-
erous support with his passion 
reborn. Zafar Masood survived 
recent PIA air crash in Karachi.
Zafar Masood in his speech 

thanked the President of Hunga-
ry and Hungarian government for 
bestowing upon him the highest 
civil award. He said it was a privi-
lege for him and his institution to 
support the Hungarian project. 
He said BoK supported the pro-
ject as part of its corporate social 
responsibility. It was the biggest 
ever project supported by BoK 
under its CSR initiative.

ISLAMABAD: President of Bank of Punjab Zafar Masood posing for picture with his family after getting the 
Hungarian award. Ambassador of Hungary also present. – DNA

ISLAMABAD: From left to right, Dr. Arshad Federal 
Secretary Culture and National Heritage, Editor Islamabad 
POST Ansar M Bhatti, Federal Secretary Railways Habib ur 

Rehman Gillnai and Nasser Jaffar. – DNA

ISLAMABAD: President of Bank of Punjab Zafar 
Masood being decorated with Hungarian civil award 

by Ambassador Bela Fazekas. – DNA

Iran nuclear talks paused 
after Russian demands

VIENNA: The EU announced a 
pause Friday in the talks it is chair-
ing on the revival of the 2015 Iran 
nuclear deal, days after fresh Rus-
sian demands complicated negotia-
tions which had appeared close to 
completion. The EU’s foreign policy 
chief Josep Borrell tweeted that the 
pause was “due to external factors,” 
despite the fact that “a final text is 
essentially ready and on the table”.
The current round of negotiations 
started in late November in the 
Austrian capital Vienna between 
Britain, China, France, Germany, 
Iran and Russia, with the US taking 
part indirectly. 
They had progressed most of the 
way toward their aim -- the revival of 
the 2015 Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA), which began un-
ravelling when former US President 
Donald Trump withdrew from the 

deal in 2018. The EU diplomat who 
has been personally chairing the 
talks, Enrique Mora, told reporters 
that delegations had got to the point 
of “negotiating footnotes”.
He praised in particular the United 
States and Iran for to their “very 
constructive, very positive ap-
proach”. However, last week Russia 
said it was demanding guarantees 
that the Western sanctions imposed 
on its economy following its inva-
sion of Ukraine would not affect its 
trade with Iran.
As with the original JCPOA in 2015, 
Moscow had been expected to play 
a role in the implementation of any 
fresh deal, for example by receiv-
ing shipments of enriched uranium 
from Iran.
After he withdrew from the JCPOA, 
Trump went on to reimpose swinge-
ing sanctions on the Iranian econo-

my, including on its vital oil sector.
That prompted Iran to start disre-
garding the curbs laid down in the 
deal on its nuclear activity, includ-
ing its stockpile of enriched urani-
um -- now at more than 15 times the 
limit specified in the deal.
The JCPOA’s aim was to ensure Iran 
would not be able to develop a nu-
clear weapon, which it has always 
denied seeking. “Russia’s gambit 
may be to delay the revival of the 
deal in order to avoid a flood of 
Iranian oil on the market” and the 
subsequent fall in prices, Clement 
Therme, Iran specialist at France’s 
Paul Valery University told AFP.
“In keeping prices high, the Kremlin 
can use energy as a weapon against 
the West,” he added. As for Iran it-
self, “the Islamic Republic isn’t in 
a position to counter the Russian 
strategy,” Therme said. –APP

Indian troops 
killing innocent 
people in IIOJK

ISLAMABAD: Indian troops are continuously killing in-
nocent people, particularly youth, during the so-called 
cordon and search operations (CASOs) and fake encoun-
ters in Indian illegally occupied Kashmir.
In their latest killing spree in the occupied territory, the 
troops martyred three more youth in separate violent 
military operations in Pulwama and Srinagar districts 
on Thursday, said a report released by Kashmir Media 
Service, on Friday. It said, over 95980 people fell to Indi-
an bullets during the last 32 years in IIOJK, adding that 
everyday killing of Kashmiris is testimony to the Indian 
brutalities in the territory.
The report lamented that extrajudicial killings during 
violent CASOs had become a daily affair in the occupied 
territory, adding that the Kashmiris’ lives were at the 
mercy of occupational troops. It said that the people of 
Kashmir had been bearing the cost of conflict for over 
seven decades. The report maintained the Modi-led fas-
cist Indian government has broken all records of com-
mitting brutalities in IIOJK, stressing that India cannot 
subjugate and terrorize the Kashmiris by resorting to 
wanton killings and other repressive measures. – DNA

Relations with 
Japan unique, 

historic
 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Chairman 
Senate Mu-
h a m m a d 
Sadiq San-
jrani on 
Friday has 
termed re-
lations with 
Japan as unique and historic 
and called for further deep-
ening ties through frequent 
exchanges at social, political 
and economic levels.
Japanese Ambassador, Wada 
Mitsuhiro called on the Sen-
ate Chairman here at Parlia-
ment House and exchanged 
views on matters of bilateral 
significance.  The two sides 
discussed a wide range of is-
sues and expressed satisfac-
tion at the positive growth 
in relations between Paki-
stan and Japan.
The meeting agreed to con-
tinue to work together for 
strengthening cordial rela-
tionship between Japan and 
Pakistan, including realiza-
tion of high-level political 
dialogues in the near future.  
They also exchanged views 
on strengthening the eco-
nomic relationship, especial-
ly in the area of trade and 
investment. There are nu-
merous Pakistani companies 
who want to go into joint 
ventures with their Japanese 
counterparts but due to the 
visa restrictions because of 
Covid-19 they cannot trav-
el to Japan, he noted.  The 
Chairman Senate exhorted 
the Japanese Government 
to consider opening busi-
ness-related visas so that 
Pakistani business persons 
could visit Japan. 

KSA 
committed 
to support 
Pak: envoy

ISLAMABAD: Ambassador 
of Kingdom of Saudi Ara-
bia (KSA) Nawaf Bin Saeed 
Al-Maliki Friday called on 
National Security Adviser 
Dr Moeed Yusuf and said the 
Kingdom was committed to 
support Pakistan for becom-
ing a prosperous and stable 
country. Both the dignitaries 
discussed important regional 
and global issues during the 
meeting, said a news release.
The Saudi envoy and NSA 
stressed the importance of 
working together for the 
benefit and interests of both 
the countries. – APP

Russia 
used cluster 

bomb in 
Ukraine: UN

Web Desk

GENEVA: The U.N. human 
rights office said on Friday 
it had received “credible re-
ports” of several cases of 
Russian forces using cluster 
munitions in populated areas 
in Ukraine, adding that indis-
criminate use of such weapons 
might amount to war crimes.
The U.N. agency has dozens 
of monitors in the country 
and more are expected to ar-
rive once a commission estab-
lished by the Geneva-based 
Council to probe possible war 
crimes is operational. It has 
confirmed at least 549 civil-
ian deaths in Ukraine since 
the Russian invasion began 
on Feb. 24, although says the 
real figure is likely higher.
“Due to their wide area effects, 
the use of cluster munitions in 
populated areas is incompatible 
with the international human-
itarian law principles govern-
ing the conduct of hostilities,” 
spokesperson Liz Throssell 
told journalists in Geneva.




