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Afghanistan’s problems Double standards 
on war crimesW HEN 98% of the population is short of food, all that is 

left is hope. In Afghanistan there is not much of that 
either. On Wednesday, the Taliban abruptly reversed 

their decision to let girls return to secondary school; the 
last-minute chaos appears to reflect internal disagreements. 
Tears fell as pupils arrived in classrooms for the first time 
since the Taliban takeover last August, only for their dreams 
to be shattered once more. But Afghans’ struggle for their 
freedoms and rights comes alongside their struggle to survive. 
David Miliband, head of the International Rescue Committee, 
warned earlier this year that hunger could kill more Afghans 
than war did over the past two decades. The US economic 
blockade of the new regime was a devastating blow that came 
on top of drought, the sudden withdrawal of the foreign aid on 
which the country long relied and Taliban incompetence.
The easing of restrictions to allow humanitarian aid has been 
essential. The UK is cohosting a UN pledging conference later 
this month, seeking to raise $4.4bn (£3.3bn). But as the Af-
ghanistan Analysts Network warned recently: “This is not an 
economic crisis that has mainly hit the poor and the vulnerable 
and it cannot be addressed by emergency food aid alone. At its 
most basic level, the economy needs its cash to flow again – sal-
aries, bank assets, remittances – as soon as possible.”
Humanitarian relief cannot substitute for a functioning econo-
my, and it will not last for ever. The US approach has been like 
offering wood to patch one or two sections of crumbling floor 
while bulldozing the house’s foundations. It deserves no credit 
for offering to deliver some of Afghanistan’s frozen assets in 
the form of aid (while hiving off half, pending legal action by rel-
atives of 9/11 victims). A recent move to allow commercial and 
financial transactions with Afghanistan, including the transfer 
of money to civil servants, is more promising. But it is only a 
beginning. Afghans and others have worked tirelessly to estab-
lish potential ways to restore liquidity without simply handing 
everything over to the Taliban. Finding a solution is far from 
straightforward. But as the new regime punishes the people, 
the west must not contribute to the suffering.

T HE US has formally accused Russian forces of 
committing war crimes in Ukraine and said it 
would pursue accountability “using every tool 

available”. “I can announce that, based on information 
currently available, the US government assesses that 
members of Russia’s forces have committed war crimes 
in Ukraine,” Blinken said. The announcement follows a 
week after Joe Biden’s off-the-cuff remark that he con-
sidered Vladimir Putin a war criminal.
Branding of Putin and Russian forces as war criminals by 
US President, who lobbied for the Iraq war and staunch-
ly supported the 20 years of carnage in the Middle East, 
is one more example of the hypocritical moral posturing 
sweeping across the United States. 
If the world demand justice for Ukrainians, it must 
also demand justice for the one million people killed, 
400,000 of whom were noncombatants by US invasions, 
occupations and aerial assaults in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Syria, Yemen, and Pakistan. We must demand justice for 
those who were wounded, became sick or died because 
US destroyed hospitals and infrastructure.
We must demand justice for the 38 million people who 
have been displaced or become refugees in Afghanistan, 
Iraq, Pakistan, Yemen, Somalia, the Philippines, Libya, 
and Syria, a number that exceeds the total of all those 
displaced in all wars since 1900, apart from World War 
II. Tens of millions of people, who had no connection 
with the attacks of 9/11, were killed, wounded, lost 
their homes, and saw their lives and their families de-
stroyed because of US war crimes. Who will cry out for 
them?Why this double standard on war crimes?
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P AKISTAN hosted 48th session of the Council of 
Foreign Minister (CFM) of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation on 22, 23 March 2022. The 

theme of the conference was “Partnering for the Unity, 
Justice and Development”. The State Councilor and For-
eign Minister of China Wang Yi also attended as a special 
guest. Senior officials from non-OIC countries and senior 
representatives from regional and international organiza-
tions, including the United Nations, the Arab League and 
the Gulf Cooperation Council also attended the confer-
ence.The CFM reviewed the “critical human rights and 
humanitarian situation” in Indian-administered Kashmir, 
while the Ministerial Meeting of OIC Contact Group for 
Jammu and Kashmir also was on the sidelines.
The OIC is a diverse and very colorful world with diverse 
cultural, economic, political and social differences. The 
Muslim world has always been at the center of global pol-
itics and economics since its emergence in the early 7th 
century. Although the Muslim world is a center of world 
politics, economics and history but unfortunately, it is 
a host of current popular conflicts. There are certain-
ly various reasons for this growing tension and political 
turmoil, from economics and politics to religion. Energy 
is certainly at the center of most of these problems, be-
cause it is the main source of power in this new era of 
the Fourth Industrial Revolution. Energy-rich countries, 
whether oil or gas, dominate the region’s focus. Moreo-
ver, most of these energy-rich but relatively weak econo-
mies are Muslim countries. 
The Organization of Islamic Conference could not raise 
the issues ofMuslim particularly Kashmir issuein order 
to make the Muslim world understand and settle. Kash-
mir is one of the most long standing disputes waiting for 
the settlement. The United nations have passed several 
resolutions but due to lack of enforcement mechanism of 
peacekeeping and peace building efforts all in vain.Paki-
stan also has repeatedly tried unsuccessfully to gain inter-
national support against Indian occupation on Kashmir, 
while India insists that the repeal of Article 370 and the 
division of the former state of Jammu and Kashmir into 
two Union Territories is its internal matter.For the past 
seven decades, they have been fighting for their inalien-
able right to self-determination, India’s actions violated 
UN Security Council resolutions and increased the risk 
of a confrontation between the two countries. While India 
insists that the repeal of Article 370 and the division of 
the former state of Jammu and Kashmir into two Union 

Territories is an internal matter, Pakistan has repeatedly 
failed to garner international support against India.
OIC has generally supported Pakistan’s position on 
Kashmir and issued statements criticizing the alleged 
Indian “atrocities” in the State / Centrally Adminis-
tered Territories. For the last three decades, these an-
nouncements have become an annual ceremonial, mean-
ing nothing to India.After India repealed Article 370 
in Kashmir, Pakistan lobbied the OIC to condemn the 
move. Surprisingly for Pakistan, the top leaders of Sau-
di Arabia and the United Arab Emirates, both Muslim 
countries, issued scathing statements and did not criti-
cize New Delhi as strongly as Islamabad had hoped.Over 
the past year, Islamabad has tried to provoke sentiment 
in Islamic countries, but only a few of them, Turkey and 
Malaysia, have openly criticized India.
In 2019 Macca Summit, the OIC criticized the alleged 
Indian “atrocities” in the state.In 2018, the OIC Gen-
eral Secretariat “strongly condemned the killing of in-
nocent Kashmiris by Indian forces in Indian-occupied 
Kashmir”, calling “direct firing on protesters” an “act 
of terrorism”. It called on the international community 
to play its role in reaching a just and lasting solution to 
the Kashmir issue.However, at the 2018 meeting in Dha-
ka, “Jammu and Kashmir” was included in only one of 
the 39 resolutions passed, along with 12 other states or 
territories around the world. Pakistan accuses Bangla-
desh of circulating text too late even a resolution passed 
the day after Swaraj’s speech in Abu Dhabi condemned 
“atrocities and human rights violations” in Kashmir.The 
OIC Foreign Ministers’ 2017 meeting expressed “deep 
reaffirmation of the unwavering support of the people 
of Kashmir for their just cause” and “deep concern over 
the grave human rights violations by the Indian occupy-
ing forces since 1947”.  India has consistently empha-
sized that Jammu and Kashmir is “an integral part of 
India and is strictly India’s internal affairs.” The argu-
ment with which India has made claim it is untrue be-
cause Kashmiri accepted. New Delhi has maintained its 
“consistent and notorious” position that the OIC did not 
have a concrete position.India went a step further, say-
ing sectarianism was being used by its neighboring coun-
try “which has a disgusting record of religious tolerance, 
fundamentalism and persecution of minorities.”
 India has good relations with almost all of its member 
countries. Relations with the United Arab Emirates and 
Saudi Arabia have improved significantly, especially in 

recent years.The Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Sheikh Mo-
hammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, was a very special guest at 
the 68th Republic Day celebrations in 2017. For the first 
time, India rolled out the Republic Day red carpet for a 
leader who it’s not his head. He was neither the head of 
state nor the head of government. The Crown Prince had 
previously visited India in February 2016, following Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to the United Arab Emir-
ates in August 2015.In 2019, just days before the OIC’s 
invitation to Swaraj, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman visited India. The invitation could be a significant 
result of the Muhammad Bin Salman’s visit, as well as 
an indication of India’s good relations with Saudi Arabia 
and the United Arab Emirates.The OIC includes two of 
India’s closest neighbors, Bangladesh and the Maldives. 
Indian diplomats say the two countries privately acknowl-
edge that they do not want to complicate their bilateral 
relations with India over Kashmir, but want to play games 
with the OIC. Therefore, India has rightly rejected the 
OIC’s latest attempt to reconcile its position on Jammu 
and Kashmir. At the same time, it wants to join the OIC 
through key members to counter Pakistan’s position on 
Kashmir and the geopolitical interests Islamabad has in 
South Asia. Now again Pakistani Prime Minister Imran 
Khan raised the issue of Kashmirinthe Organization of the 
Islamic Conference and criticized India for its “illegal” de-
cision to repeal Article 370. He highlighted the challenges 
facing the Muslim community, the conflicts in the Middle 
East, and the “denial of the right to self-determination” 
for the people of Palestine and Kashmir. He further 
stated that Muslims have failed to raise the voice for 
both the Palestinians and the people of Kashmir. The 
Ummah did not take these issues seriously and we are 
a divided.” While India has expressed its desire for 
normal neighborly relations with Islamabad in an envi-
ronment free from terrorism, hostility and violence, it 
has made it clear that Jammu and Kashmir was, is and 
always will be an “integral part” of the country.
The latest statements of OIC on Kashmir are a reminder 
of the need to be attentive to regional and geopolitical de-
velopments and not to be relaxed as they were in the past. 
However, the ICO is a political organization and the chang-
ing geopolitical dynamics and events in the world may af-
fect its position on issues relevant to South Asian Region 
particularly on Kashmir. Despite the ups and downs in Pa-
kistan’s relations with major Islamic countries, Pakistan is 
part of the OIC and is of concern to India.

F IFTY-three years ago, Muslim countries from 
Asia and Africa established the Organization 
of Islamic Conference (OIC) to help realize 

Palestinian rights and freedom. Later renamed as 
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, the OIC 
has since evolved into the second largest interna-
tional organization after the United Nations, rep-
resenting 57 countries and nearly 2 billion people 
from four continents.
United by faith and shared civilizational and cultur-
al heritage, the OIC is an important global stake-
holder on political, social and economic issues of 
our time. As a founding member, Pakistan has al-
ways demonstrated its strong support for the OIC 
objectives, ideals and aspirations.
From hosting OIC summits and ministerial meet-
ings to reforming and strengthening of its institu-
tions, from mobilizing political support to catalyz-
ing humanitarian assistance, Pakistan has been a 
proud and leading partner in OIC’s journey that 
spans more than half a century now.
Pakistan is once again honoured to host the 48th 
Session of the OIC Council of Foreign Minis-
ters (CFM) on 22-23 March 2022. In line with 
the guiding principle enshrined in Pakistan’s 
own Constitution, the over-arching goal of the 
Islamabad Conference will be “to preserve and 
strengthen fraternal relations among Muslim 
countries based on Islamic unity”.
Since the founding days of the OIC, the Muslim 
countries have come a long way in harnessing their 
immense human potential and natural resources. 
The OIC institutions have played an important sup-
port role in these advancements.
Yet, much more needs to be done to meet the 
development aspirations of our peoples in a fast 
changing world. Together, the OIC countries rep-
resent nearly a quarter of the world population, but 
contribute just over 8% to global GDP.
From the West African coasts to East Asia, our 
countries possess rich natural resources and hu-
man talent; dynamic start-ups, entrepreneurs and 
scientists; and huge untapped opportunities for 
trade through land, sea and digital connectivity.
Our geographic contiguity represents both op-
portunities and challenges. The contemporary 
global conversations from geopolitics and securi-

ty to economy, climate change, public health and 
SDGs are as relevant to us as any other group-
ings or countries.
Today, bulk of the displaced persons — refugees and 
migrants seeking better opportunities, originate 
from Muslim countries. Many of these are young 
people with skills and education. At the same time, 
the OIC countries, as exemplified by Pakistan, are 
also the largest and most generous hosts to refu-
gees and people displaced by conflict.
The Islamabad meeting will take place in the 
backdrop of devastating social and economic im-
pacts of Covid-19. Many OIC member states have 
borne the brunt of this pandemic. While the glob-
al average GDP per capita in 2020 declined by 
4.2 per cent, the average GDP per capita of OIC 
member states dropped by 7.4 per cent. At the 
individual country level, 39 OIC member states 
recorded a negative growth rate in 2020.
As the global discourse on recovery from the pan-
demic gains momentum, the OIC ministerial meet-
ing will provide a platform to assess its impacts 
and catalyze support for enhanced development fi-
nance, vaccine equity, and a more equitable global 
trading, financial and taxation order.
Galvanizing economic, financial, technological, sci-
entific and humanitarian partnerships between and 
among our countries would be a key focus of the 
48th CFM in Islamabad.
The OIC countries have been ardent supporters 
of respect for international legality, norms and 
principles, as enshrined in the OIC and UN char-
ters. Yet, many in the Muslim world have been 
victims of the inconsistent application of these 
norms and principles.
Among others, the people of Palestine and Indian Il-
legally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK) have, 
for decades, braved illegal occupation, injustice and 
grave violations of human rights. Both have been 
denied their inalienable right to self-determination 
to determine their own destiny. The Islamabad 
Conference, I am sure, will reiterate OIC’s unam-
biguous and resolute support for the just struggles 
of Palestinians and Kashmiris in accordance with 
international law and relevant UN resolutions. The 
meeting will also address other situations where 
Muslim populations are faced with devastating ef-

fects of conflicts and humanitarian emergencies.
In Afghanistan, the people are confronted by the 
twin challenge of economic collapse and humani-
tarian crisis. In December 2021, Pakistan hosted 
an Extraordinary Session of OIC Foreign Ministers 
to help raise international awareness and galvanize 
global response. The recent developments in Eu-
rope must not divert the international community’s 
attention from Afghanistan and dilute support for 
the Afghan people.
Discrimination and violence against people of 
the Islamic faith have surged in many parts of 
the world, ranging from the horrific attacks on 
the mosques in Christchurch in 2019 to the on-
going stigmatization and ‘othering’ of Muslims, 
including women and girls. We are witnessing 
the worst form of Islamophobia in our immediate 
neighbourhood. The world must come together 
to effectively counter this phenomenon.
I am heartened that as a result of passionate 
advocacy by Prime Minister Imran Khan and ef-
forts undertaken by Pakistan and other partners 
through the platform of OIC, the UN General 
Assembly has unanimously adopted a landmark 
resolution to proclaim 15 March as the Interna-
tional Day to Combat Islamophobia. This reflects 
the sentiments of Muslims all over the world.
The OIC was founded on the noble Islamic values 
of peace, compassion, tolerance, justice and human 
dignity. These values provide enduring foundations 
to foster Islamic fraternity, and cooperation that 
can withstand the tests of all times.
The Islamabad meeting will review and reflect on 
the common challenges confronting the Muslim 
Ummah. Working together with our OIC friends, 
it would be our endeavour to shape unified and 
timely responses to those challenges and har-
ness close cooperation and collective action for 
our shared benefit.
I look forward to welcoming our brothers and 
sisters, who would also be our honoured guests 
at the Pakistan Day Parade as part of celebra-
tions of 75 years of our independence. Part-
nering for Unity, Justice and Development, we 
are determined to forge ahead to promote the 
best interests of the Ummah.

– Courtesy Tribune
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LAHORE: Imam-ul-Haq and Abdullah 
Shafique provided a good 73-runs start to 
Pakistan after they were set to chase 351 
runs in a series-deciding Test here at Gadd-
afi Stadium.  Imam and Abdullah took re-
sponsibility after Pakistan went out to bat 
for the last time in this historic Test series. 
The left-right-hand combination powered 
Australian bowlers while staying at the 
crease for 27 overs, scoring 73-0 with a run-
rate of 2.70. Imam remained not out for 42 
off 93 including four boundaries whereas 
Abdullah made 27 laced with three bounda-
ries and a six.  Earlier, phenomenal Usman 
Khawaja scored his second hundred on this 
historic Pakistan vs Australia Test series. 
Australia declared at 227/3 after playing 
for 60 overs. Khuwaja remained not out 
for 104 while Travis Head scored 11 runs. 
Naseem Shah bagged Steve Smith (17) just 
a while ago after which the visitors must 

have thought of declaring the innings.  Pa-
kistan-born Khawaja, raced to his 12th Test 
hundred after Australia lost David Warner 
before Lunch and Marnus Labuschagne ear-

lier after the first session on day 4 of the 
final Test.  The left-hander left Pakistani 
bowlers clueless to get his wicket as he 
took 171 balls to reach yet another hundred 

on this tour, laced with eight boundaries.  
Khawaja of Australia settled down superbly 
to dent the chances of Pakistan to save the 
home Test series.  Nauman Ali did a little 
effort to trap him by putting pressure but 
ended up taking the wicket of Labuschagne. 
The world’s number one Test batter scored 
36 off 58 including six boundaries.
Steve Smith remained not out for 12 when 
Australia walked off for Tea. Earlier, Shaheen 
Shah Afridi struck in second last over before 
Lunch as Australia were forced to finish the 
first session on day 4 at 97-1. A reverse swing 
delivery did the work for Pakistan as they 
managed to get in-form Warner out after he 
scored 51 off 91 balls including six bounda-
ries and a maximum.  Resuming the fourth 
day at 11-0, Australian openers Usman Kha-
waja and Warner added 86 runs together. 
The duo continued their dominance in this 
Test and smashed the hosts for 10 bounda-
ries altogether.  After bowling out Pakistan 
for 268 runs the other day, Australia looked 
in complete control of the title-deciding Test.

Imam, Abdullah provide good start to Pakistan
Pakistan-born Khawaja, raced to his 12th Test hundred after Australia lost David Warner before 

Lunch and Marnus Labuschagne earlier after the first session on day 4 of the final Test
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unhappy with it.”At this, At-
torney General of Pakistan 
(AGP) Khalid Jawed Khan 
said the country’s political 
system is based on Article 
63(A) or Article 95 — whose 
violation could collapse the 
entire system. Following 
the attorney general’s re-
sponse, the bench members 
flooded the court with ques-
tions.Moving on, the AGP 
said according to a judg-
ment of the apex court on 
Article 17(2), the vote on an 
individual has no substance 
— it is considered collective 
and part of the party.
At this, the chief justice said 
the court was still deliber-
ating over the arguments 
being presented to it.”All 
of these [arguments] are of 
extreme importance,” re-
marked the top judge.
Justice Mandokhel, contra-
ry to Justice Akhtar, said 
voting is an individual right 
and the parliamentarian 
is not bound by the party. 
Meanwhile, Justice Ahsan 
asked whether a lawmaker 
could vote outside party 
lines.At this, Justice Akhtar 
said political parties are 
an institution and violating 
their discipline could weak-
en or even destroy them.
Justice Mandokhel asked 
the AGP whether a party 
member could leave a party 
if it takes wrong decisions. 
AGP Khan said that if a 
member wants to part ways 
with the party then they 
should submit their writ-
ten resignation.At this, CJP 
Bandial said: “This means 
that if a person defects from 
their party, they will have to 
face consequences.”
While Justice Ahsan ob-
served that if such a thing 
happens, then a new pan-
dora’s box will open for the 
government as it already 
has a thin majority in the 
National Assembly.Justice 
Akhtar reiterated that if 
every member starts decid-
ing their own policy, then 
the political party would 
turn from an institution to 
a mob. CJP then asked the 
AGP whether floor-crossing 
was allowed in other dem-
ocratic countries or not. 
Responding to the chief 
justice, AGP Khan said: “In 
other countries, prices go 
down before Christmas. In 
our country, prices double 
during Ramadan.

Verdict to 
determine 
country’s...

From Page 01
replies to those unanswered 
questions, mainly related to 
the horse-trading.  He said 
the Attorney General for 
Pakistan’s stance, which he 
argued in the court, was that 
an MNA’s vote belonged to 
his party and a collective one 
and he was not an ordinary 
voter. “When a person gets 
elected as a legislator on a 
specific party ticket, his/her 
vote should be considered as 
a collective one and on a par-
ty’s behalf,” he added.
“If there is no restriction on 
such vote then what was the 
purpose of the Article 63-A 
in the Constitution,” he ques-
tioned. Fawad said there was 
consensus that National As-
sembly Speaker Asad Qaiser 
would decide whether the 
vote of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf’s dissidents be counted 
or not. “Our stance is that the 
disqualification should be for 
a lifetime and these are the 
points on which the attorney 
general is arguing the case… 
will take time, but this case 
will prove to be a base of 
country’s future politics,” the 
minister remarked.  Had the 
Election Commission of Paki-
stan taken action against the 
alleged horse-trading in the 
recent Senate elections, he 
said the horse-trading would 
have come to an end. 
After the alleged horse-trad-
ing in the Senate, he said, 
the apex court had directed 
the ECP to ensure traceabil-
ity of the vote so that the ac-
tion could be taken against 
the vote-sellers.The ECP 
did not implement the direc-
tion of the apex court which 
led to opposition-sponsored 
special markets which they 
established to buy loyalties, 
he added. Fawad said the 
apex court’s decision on the 
reference would change the 
political landscape in the 
country. It would be a “big 
step” if a parliamentarian 
was disqualified for a life-
time over horse-trading.
Addressing the dissident 
MNAs of PTI, he said if an-
ybody had reservations with 
the prime minister, he should 
resign first and then return to 
the Parliament after contest-
ing the election again.

Pakistan-
Turkish top 
mily brass

From Page 01
Seperately, Air Chief Mar-
shal Zaheer Ahmed Baber 
Sidhu, Chief of the Air Staff, 
Pakistan Air Force met Chief 
of Turkish General Staff and 
Air Officer Commanding 22 
Group, Royal Air Force in 
two separate meetings. Mat-
ters of professional and mu-
tual interest were discussed 
during the meetings.
Chief of the Turkish Gen-
eral Staff, General Yasar 
Guler commended the pro-
fessionalism of PAF and ac-
knowledged its developing 
indigenous capacity in avia-
tion industry. Air Chief said 
that Pakistan and Turkey 
had longstanding religious, 
cultural and historical bonds 
which were manifested 
through strong ties between 
the Air Forces of two coun-
tries. The Air Chief reiterat-
ed his resolve to further en-
hance the existing bilateral 
cooperation between the 
two brotherly countries.
In a separate meeting, Air 
Officer Commanding 22 
Group of Royal Air Force, 
Air Vice Marshal Richard 
Maddison OBE also called 
on Air Chief Marshal Zaheer 
Ahmed Baber Sidhu, Chief 
of the Air Staff, Pakistan Air 
Force. Air Chief said that Pa-
kistan values its strong diplo-
matic, economic and defence 
relations with United King-
dom. The visiting dignitary 
appreciated Pakistan’s role 
in regional stability. 

Western 
states 

pledge...
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We also agreed to give fur-
ther support to Ukraine and 
to continue to impose costs 
on Russia,” NATO Secretary 
General Jens Stoltenberg 
said after leaders gathered 
at NATO headquarters.
Still, those pledges 
stopped short of President 
Volodymyr Zelenskiy’s 
calls for a full boycott of 
Russian energy products 
and a no-fly zone over 
Ukraine, where thousands 
of people have been killed, 
millions become refugees, 
and cities pulverised since 
Russian leader Vladimir 
Putin unleashed his inva-
sion on Feb. 24. 
UNICEF said on Thursday 
more than half of Ukraine’s 
children had now been driv-
en from their homes. In 
the besieged southern port 
of Mariupol, hundreds of 
thousands of people have 
been hiding in basements 
with no running water, 
food, medicine or power.

Zelensky 
asks NATO 
for more...
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“I am sure you understand 
that Russia has no intention 
of stopping in Ukraine,” 
Zelenskiy said in a video ad-
dress that was released by 
the Ukrainian presidency.
“It wants to go further. 
Against eastern members 
of NATO. The Baltic states. 
Poland for sure.”
Zelenskiy said he was grate-
ful for the support Ukraine 
had received from individual 
NATO member states. “But 
NATO has yet to show what 
the alliance can do to save 
people,” he said. “It feels 
like we’re in the grey zone 
between the West and Rus-
sia, but we’re protecting all 
our and your shared values.”

Govt 
minister 
hints...
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no-confidence motion 
against the premier. The 
government’s ally in the 
Centre, the Grand Demo-
cratic Alliance (GDA), has 
assured PM Imran Khan 
of complete support ahead 
of the no-trust motion, 
while other allies — BAP, 
MQM-P, and PML-Q — are 
still indecisive. Moving on, 
the interior minister said 
the nation would only hear 
“good news” from now, as 
he claimed that the govern-
ment was also in talks with 
the Opposition members. 
“We also have [support] 
from the Opposition mem-
bers who will not vote dur-
ing the no-confidence mo-
tion. We have the support 
of those Opposition mem-
bers who are responsible,” 
Rasheed said.
The interior minister also 
told the “turncoats” that if 
they were of the view that 
switching parties would 
help them gain more re-
spect, they were wrong — 
“it isn’t like that”.

International Investment 
Forum kicks off in Tashkent
A plenary session was held in the presence of the President of Uzbekistan Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev, who delivered a speech, as part of the opening ceremony of the forum

News Desk

TASHKENT: The opening 
ceremony of the first Tash-
kent International Invest-
ment Forum was held in 
Uzbekistan on March 24.
Tashkent International In-
vestment Forum is a new 
platform for the Central 
Asian region, in the format 
of which Uzbekistan’s in-
vestment potential will be 
presented to international 
investors and businessmen.
The heads and representa-
tives of official structures, 
big investment, financial 
and economic organizations 
and the companies from 
foreign countries, including 
Azerbaijan, interested in 
integrating into the dynam-
ically developing market of 
Uzbekistan and other Cen-
tral Asian countries are tak-
ing part in the event.
A plenary session was held 
in the presence of the Pres-
ident of Uzbekistan Shavkat 
Mirziyoyev, who delivered a 
speech, as part of the open-
ing ceremony of the forum.
President of the European 
Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (EBRD) 
Odile Renaud-Basso, head 

of the Asian Development 
Bank (ADB) Masatsugu 
Asakawa, Deputy Director 
General of the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) Xiang-
chen Zhang, Minister of 
Investment of Saudi Arabia 

Khalid Al-Falih also attend-
ed the opening ceremony.
The event was moderated 
by the Managing Director 
of the Communications 
Department at EBRD Jon-
athan Charles.

The conditions created in 
Uzbekistan for the devel-
opment of business, trans-
port infrastructure, green 
energy, the financial mar-
ket, as well as benefits and 
preferences for attracting 

investments in tourism, 
production of building ma-
terials, textile and leather 
products, agriculture, etc. 
will be discussed at the 
forum, which will last un-
til March 26. The signing 

ceremonies of investment 
and trade agreements will 
be also held.
The program of the forum 
includes round tables on 
such topics as “Transfor-
mation of trade flows in 
Central Asia and their 
capitalization”, “Economy 
of poverty”, “Maintaining 
macroeconomic stability 
during reforms”, “New 
education and the future 
50+”, “Country platform 
on Uzbekistan”.
There are such panel dis-
cussions as “Digitalization 
of transport systems”, 
“Horizons for attracting 
investments in the tour-
ism sector”, “Development 
of value-added products”, 
Green energy for future 
generations”, “Trade liber-
alization and economic in-
tegration”, “Potential of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan as 
a regional industrial hub”, 
“Industry 4.0”, “Investment 
potential of Central Asia”, 
“Financial market as a driver 
for the development of the 
capital market”, “Renovated 
production and new markets 
for the agricultural indus-
try”, “New stage in the de-
velopment of transport and 
logistics infrastructure”.

Sports Desk

KARACHI: Former Test 
cricketer Misbah-ul-Haq 
shared that the current Pa-
kistan Cricket Board (PCB) 
chairman Ramiz Raja didn't 
want to work with him and 
Waqar Younis - then national 
team's head coach and bowl-
ing coach respectively.
In an interview with Amer-
ican media , Misbah said 
Ramiz came up with his 
own vision, so they decided 
to step down with respect. 
"There wasn't any difference 
between us and Ramiz Bhai," 
said Misbah, who alongside 
Waqar stepped down from 
his post in 2021 just before 
the home tour of New Zea-
land which didn't happen on 
security grounds. 
"See, we were a part of 
previous management who 
brought us with a vision and 
we worked together. Ramiz 
Bhai came up with his own 
vision. He didn't want to 
work with us so we thought 
to resign," he revealed. 
To a query about Ramiz's 
performance so far as PCB 
chairman, Misbah feels that 

he understands players' is-
sues being a cricketer him-
self better than anyone else. 
"I think Ramiz Bhai knows 
the problems of cricketers. 
He understands Pakistan 
cricket being a part of it 
for so many years. Who can 
do a better job than him at 
PCB's office," he said. 
"From pitches to financial 
aspects of players, Ramiz 
Bhai knows everything so 
well and he can take things 
forward. Also, he has done 
commentary for many 

years, so it is helpful for him 
to build relations with other 
countries," he added.
Ramiz became PCB chair-
man in 2021 after Ehsan 
Mani refused to take an 
extension in his tenure. 
After the former cricketer 
resumed the chairman's of-
fice, several changes were 
seen in the management, 
starting from the resigna-
tions of Misbah and Waqar. 
Speaking about pitches-con-
troversy, Misbah said Pa-
kistani pitches have had 

the same behavior over the 
years. "Pakistani pitches have 
remained the same over the 
years. I believe the weather is 
quite influential on the pitch-
es here. But, it is not some-
thing new," he stressed. 
"Pindi Stadium's wicket 
can be made either pacy 
or batting-friendly. You 
can't make a spin-friendly 
wicket there. In Karachi, I 
was expecting a result but 
Australia played very well 
to outclass Pakistan in the 
first innings”.

‘Ramiz Raja didn’t want to work 
with us,’ shares Misbah-ul-Haq
“Ramiz Raja came up with his own vision. He didn’t want to 

work with us so we thought to resign,” Misbah-ul-Haq revealed

Steve Smith becomes 
the fastest to reach 

8,000 Test runs

LAHORE: Australian Vice-captain Steve Smith becomes 
the fastest man to score 8,000 runs in Tests. The 32-
year old achieved the milestone in 151 innings, beat-
ing the record of Sri Lankan legend Kumar Sangakkara 
(152 innings). The ongoing historic Benaud-Qadir Tro-
phy has broken several records during the series. Smith 
required 66 runs In two innings to beat the record of 
former Sri Lankan captain. The right-handed batter 
scored 59 runs in the first innings of the third Test and 
added another 17 runs in the second innings to achieve 
the feat. Here's the number of innings it took the top-
five batters to reach the 8,000 Test run milestone:
Steve Smith made his Test debut against Pakistan at 
Lords in 2010. Ironically, Azhar Ali from Pakistan also 
made his Test debut with Smith, and 12 years later, both 
players reached their milestones in the same match 
against each other. Earlier in the Test match, Azhar Ali 
became the fifth Pakistani batter to score 7,000 runs and 
coincidentally Smith became the fastest batter to score 
8,000 Test runs in the same match. The third Test is 
evenly poised as all three results are possible. Australian 
captain Pat Cummins declared the innings with 227 runs 
on the board, setting a target of 351 for the hosts with 
120 overs remaining in the game. The series is 1-1, and 
the Lahore Test will be the series decider. – Agencies

Malaysian women baseball team arrives in Pakistan
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Malay-
sian women baseball 
team came to Paki-
stan Islamabad on 
March, 24 . They were 
received by chairman 
Islamabad baseball 
Association Arif She-
hzad and Deddy Fais-
al deputy head of Mis-
sion at Airport. Then 
they were sent to La-
hore by road, where 
they will play friendly 
series till March 30. 
And will leave back on 
31. Malaysian team 
leader and coach are 
hopeful to have strong 
and healthy matches.
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Foreign Desk

BEIJING: The Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization 
(SCO) opposes attempts to 
resolve regional and global 
issues through bloc policies 
and confrontation, SCO Sec-
retary General Zhang Ming 
said in an interview with 
Russian media. “The SCO 
pursues the principles of 
non-alignment and not being 
directed against other coun-
tries and regions, and also 
opposes attempts to resolve 
regional and global issues 
through bloc policies, ideolo-
gization and confrontational 
thinking,” he pointed out.
According to the secretary 
general, “the SCO has al-
ways been committed to 
playing a constructive role 

in responding to common 
threats and challenges.” 
Zhang Ming also empha-
sized that the SCO was not 
a military alliance and there 
were no confrontational as-
pects to its foundations.
“SCO member states are 
committed to strengthening 

mutual trust, good-neigh-
borly relations, friendship, 
regional peace, security 
and stability, as well as to 
facilitating the economic, 
social and cultural devel-
opment of member states 
through cooperation,” the 
secretary general noted. 

He stressed that those ide-
as were concentrated in 
the “Shanghai Spirit” (the 
concept of international 
relations on which coop-
eration within the SCO is 
based) and constituted a 
unique generic feature of 
the SCO’s spirituality.
The member-states of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization (SCO) are active-
ly considering the issue of 
obtaining observer status 
by Armenia and Azerbai-
jan, SCO Secretary General 
Zhang Ming has said. Ming 
stated that “As for the issue 
of obtaining observer status 
by Azerbaijan and Armenia, 
the SCO member-states are 
actively considering it. In 
this regard, I am optimistic 
although at the moment I can 
not name the exact time.”

SCO opposes confrontation 
in global issues

Briefs
Ukraine 

crisis is a 
war without 

victors
ANKARA: The Ukraine war 
is a “war without victors,” 
Turkey’s envoy to the Unit-
ed Nations Feridun Sinirlio-
glu said Wednesday, calling 
for an immediate end to 
the fighting as Russia’s war 
nears one month.
Speaking during a U.N. 
General Assembly special 
session on Ukraine, Sinirlio-
glu said the war is the result 
of the “blatant violation” of 
international humanitari-
an law by Russia, which he 
called “unacceptable.”
“It is a war without victors. 
A war that should have 
never started. A war which 
should cease immediately,” 
said the Turkish envoy.
Describing the situation in 
the besieged city of Mari-
upol as “heartbreaking,” the 
envoy said, “the victims of 
this violence are innocent 
people, first and foremost 
women and children.”
He said 40 million Ukrain-
ians are suffering inside 
their country and “they 
need our help,” adding that 
10 million others have al-
ready been displaced.
“For our part, we will not 
give up on our brothers and 
sisters in Ukraine,” he said. 
“As the host country to the 
largest refugee population 
in the world, we know what 
it means to flee the horrors 
of war.” Sinirlioglu also 
asked for support for a draft 
resolution, “Humanitarian 
consequences of the aggres-
sion against Ukraine,” in the 
“spirit of the founders of the 
United Nations, in our com-
mon quest for peace and 
respect for human rights, 
and, in our shared duty to 
humanity.” – Agencies

Turkey is 
aging faster, 
new figures 

show 
ANKARA: Turkey’s elderly 
population has increased by 
24% in the past five years, 
with people aged 65 and 
above constituting 9.7% of 
the total population in 2021, 
official statistics released on 
Friday indicated. Statistics 
by the Turkish Statistical 
Institute (TurkStat) showed 
that the number of elderly 
people reached more than 
8.2 million in 2021 from 
6.6 million in 2016. Women 
make up the majority of the 
elderly population as their 
lifespan on average is longer 
than men in Turkey.
Turkey once boasted one of 
the youngest populations in 
Europe, but the proportion 
of the elderly population is 
rapidly increasing. Indeed, 
projections show it could 
reach 11% within the next 
three years and exceed 
16.3% by 2040. The majority 
of senior citizens are those 
between the ages of 65 and 
74, around the age of retire-
ment and the average life 
span in the country.
TurkStat said in a press re-
lease on Friday that the age 
structure of Turkey’s popula-
tion was changing and noted 
that passing the threshold of 
10% for elderly people in the 
total population was an indi-
cator of an aging population, 
something Turkey is too close 
to now. The institute, howev-
er, added that it was part of a 
“global aging process.” 
“Turkey’s age structure 
curve changed with advanc-
es in public health, better liv-
ing conditions, increases in 
welfare levels and life expec-
tancy along with decreasing 
rates of fertility and mortal-
ity,” it said. – APP

Bread 
prices in 
Yemen 

rise by 35% 
DNA

SANAA: Bread prices in 
Yemen have spiked up to 
35 percent, according to 
the UK-based internation-
al humanitarian organiza-
tion Oxfam on Thursday.
“The human cost of the 
war in Yemen is rising 
sharply as the conflict en-
ters its eighth year, with 
the number of civilian 
deaths increasing sharp-
ly, hunger on the rise and 
three quarters of the pop-
ulation in urgent need of 
humanitarian support,” 
Oxfam said in a statement.
It added, “In Sanaa l, 
bread went up 35 percent 
over the week that fight-
ing broke out.” The NGO 
said Yemen imports 42% 
of its grain from Ukraine, 
but the Russian war on 
the country has disrupted 
the supplies of grain and 
cooking oil to the war-
torn Arab country.
Russia’s war on Ukraine, 
which began on Feb. 24, 
has been met with inter-
national outrage, with the 
European Union, US and 
UK among others imple-
menting tough financial 
sanctions on Moscow. At 
least 977 civilians have 
been killed during the war 
and 1,594 injured, accord-
ing to UN estimates.
Another crisis in Yemen that 
has been worsened by the 
Russia’s war on Ukraine is 
the fuel crisis, Oxfam said.
“Seven long years of war 
have also caused a fuel cri-
sis. Prices have risen 543% 
since 2019, trebling in 
just the last three months. 
Queues at petrol stations 
are so long that it can take 
three days to reach the fore-
court,” it added.
The UN is set to launch 
an appeal for an almost 
$4.3 billion aid package 
for war-stricken Yemen to 
help over 17 million peo-
ple in the country. Yemen 
has been engulfed by vio-
lence and instability since 
2014, when Iran-aligned 
Houthi rebels captured 
much of the country, in-
cluding the capital Sanaa. 
The conflict has created 
one of the world’s worst 
man-made humanitarian 
crises, with 23.4 million 
people in need of humani-
tarian assistance and pro-
tection and more than 19 
million are in danger of 
starvation, according to 
latest UN estimates.

Russian 
strikes 
kill 128 
children

KYIV: A total of 128 chil-
dren have been killed 
in Russia’s ongoing war 
against Ukraine as of 
Thursday, according to 
Ukrainian officials. Also, 
more than 172 children 
have been injured in the 
conflict since it began 
late last month, the Pros-
ecutor General’s Office 
said in a statement.
Russian shelling dam-
aged 566 educational 
institutions, 73 of which 
were completely de-
stroyed, it added.
At least 977 civilians 
have been killed so far 
in Ukraine and 1,594 in-
jured, according to UN 
estimates. It has warned, 
however, that the exact 
toll is likely much higher 
as it has not been able to 
gain access to areas of in-
creased hostilities.
Over 3.6 million Ukrain-
ians have also fled to 
neighboring countries, 
according to the UN ref-
ugee agency. – APP

Sino-Pak dairy co-op industry 
to bring industrial upgrading
Diversified demands for high-quality dairy products in China also provide a new 

development direction for Pakistan’s dairy industry
DNA

BEIJING: Sino-Pak coop-
eration on dairy industry 
will bring industrial up-
grading to Pakistan, says a 
report published by China 
Economic Net (CEN) on 
Thursday. According to the 
report, Chinese enterpris-
es welcome Pakistani dairy 
products in the Chinese 
market. In this way, Chi-
nese consumers’ demands 
for high-quality dairy prod-
ucts will be satisfied. 
Meanwhile, Pakistan’s eco-
nomic development, indus-
trial upgrading and indus-
trial chain extension can be 
expected in the process. 
“We’ve learned that Paki-

stan is the most important 
exporter and producer of 
dairy products in South 
Asia. I think Pakistan’s 
high-quality dairy products 
will be of great strategic sig-
nificance to us. We are will-
ing to explore more about 
Pakistani dairy industry to 
see if we have the oppor-
tunity to be part of it,” Li 
Yunjie, Overseas Business 
Manager, Bright Dairy & 
Food Co., Ltd. told CEN.
From 2011 to 2020, Chi-
na’s dairy imports rose at 
a compound annual growth 
of 12.3%, and the demand is 
still expanding. 
Diversified demands for 
high-quality dairy products 
in China also provide a new 
development direction for 

Pakistan’s dairy industry.
More than milk powder and 
liquid milk, high value-add-
ed dairy products such as 
whey, cheese, butter and 
cream are also in high de-
mand in the Chinese mar-
ket. “Based on our statistics 

and analysis, cheese and 
cream are expected to have 
the fastest growth in Chi-
na,” Li Yunjie said.
Currently, China’s dairy 
imports mainly come from 
New Zealand (40.44%), the 
Netherlands (17.15%) and 

Australia (7.38%). In the 
recently published China 
Dairy Industry Report, 
more cooperation on dairy 
industry among countries 
along the Belt and Road 
route is encouraged. 
It may be mentioned that 
animal husbandry is one 
of the pillar industries in 
Pakistan. Specifically, Ba-
lochistan, where Gwadar 
Port under China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
is located in, is with unique 
advantages of breeding beef 
cattle and dairy cows. 
Animal husbandry occu-
pies 47% of Balochistan’s 
gross agricultural output. 
With over 93% of the land 
for grazing, and six eco-ag-
riculture districts, livestock 

breeding, dairy process-
ing and animal by-product 
processing can be well de-
veloped there. There’s po-
tential for investment in 
organic meat processing 
and exports, modern live-
stock breeding base, fur 
product processing, camel 
meat and milk processing 
and sausage.
At present, the construction 
of epidemic-free area in Gwa-
dar Port is progressing in an 
orderly way. If the industrial 
chain of China can be extend-
ed to Pakistan, it is expected 
to achieve win-win outcomes 
for the dairy industry of 
both countries. Chinese in-
vestors and Pakistani dairy 
producers can’t afford to 
miss this opportunity. 

ISLAMABAD: PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and Co chairman Asif Ali Zardari along 
with JUI F Chief Maulana Fazl Ur Rehman meeting with PML President Shehbaz Sharif 

at latter’s residence. – DNA

Nepal artist breathes 
life into sacred 

painting tradition
LALITPUR: With a shaved head and an empty stomach, art-
ist UjayBajracharya dips his brush to line the eyes of the 
deity Tara as a soothing Buddhist hymn warbles in the back-
ground. The 40-year-old is applying the final strokes to his 
paubha painting, a devotional art form known for its minute 
detail, intense colours and the strict purification rituals tra-
ditionally required of its practitioners.  It took three months 
for Bajracharya to complete his rendition of the Green Tara, 
a goddess of compassion revered by Buddhists and Hindus 
in Nepal. Before work began, he shaved off his hair and 
clipped his nails, while a Buddhist priest blessed his canvas 
and selected a day auspicious enough for the artist to com-
mence his labours. Bajracharya woke up early each morn-
ing and did not eat until his day’s work was over, adopting a 
strict vegetarian diet that also excluded garlic, tomatoes and 
onion when he broke his fast. “My body felt light and I felt 
more focused and motivated to paint,” he told AFP. 
“Changing my lifestyle was a bit difficult at first but I 
had the support of my family and friends, so that helped 
me stay disciplined.” Paubha remains a common painting 
method in Nepal but the austere religious observances 
once followed by its artists have fallen out of practice. 
Bajracharya’s adoption of these rituals began last year, 
when he approached a museum in the capital Kathman-
du about painting another Buddhist deity while adhering 
to the forgotten traditions. RajanShakya, founder of the 
Museum of Nepali Art, said that they immediately agreed 
to the idea of reviving the practice. – Agencies

Pakistan Day celebrations 
held in Pak embassy Jeddah  

DNA

JEDDHAH: The Consu-
late General of Pakistan 
organized a flag hoisting 
ceremony to mark Paki-
stan Day. Consul General 
Khalid Majid hoisted the 
National Flag in the back-
drop of the National An-
them of Pakistan. Later 
on, special messages of 
the President, the Prime 
Minister, were readout.  
In his address, Consul 
General, Khalid Majid 
congratulated the Paki-
stani community on the 
occasion and highlighted 
the significance of the 

day. He underlined Paki-
stan’s regional and global 
importance by its history, 
geo-strategic location, 
rich human and natural 
resources. It was high-
lighted that the Govern-
ment of Pakistan is aware 
of the current challenges 
facing the country and 
has adopted a compre-
hensive set of economic 
and structural reforms 
to lay the foundations 
of sustainable socio-eco-
nomic development. 
Rich tribute was paid to 
the heroes of the Paki-
stan movement as well 
as those who made sig-
nificant contributions 

towards the national ob-
jectives, stability, and 
progress of Pakistan.  
The Consul General high-
lighted Pakistan’s strong 
relations with the broth-
erly Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia and praised the 
contribution of the Pa-
kistani community in 
further strengthening 
Pak-Saudi relations.
Children from Pakistan 
International Schools, 
Rehab, and Azizia, deliv-
ered speeches and per-
formed tableaus. The 
event ended with cake 
cutting a   collective 
prayer for the prosperi-
ty of Pakistan.

GENEVA: The number of civilians fleeing Ukraine to 
take refuge in neighboring European countries has con-
tinued to rise. While many Ukrainians have taken shelter 
in neighboring countries in Eastern Europe, others have 
crossed into Western Europe and the Middle East.
According to data from the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), more than 3.62 million people have 
left Ukraine since the beginning of the war with Russia on 
Feb. 24. Top destination: Poland As of Thursday, more than 
2.14 million Ukrainians made their way to Poland, while 
555,021 went to Romania, 371,104 to Moldova, 324,397 to 
Hungary, and 256,838 to Slovakia. An additional 271,254 
got to Russia and 4,938 to Belarus. In total, 3.6 million 
people have fled Ukraine, while 6.5 million have become 
internal refugees after being uprooted from their homes 
in active conflict zones and taking refuge in other cities 
further away from the battlefield. Other countries hosting 
Ukrainian refugees include Estonia with 25,000, France 
with 17,000, Germany with 147,000, Italy with 65,000, 
Latvia with 6,300, Lithuania with 27,000, Switzerland with 
11,000, and the UK with 21,000. Additionally, 750 have 
gone to Australia, 10,000 to Israel, and 58,000 to Turkiye.
In Poland, arriving Ukrainians are provided shelter at cer-
tain centers designated by local administrations, while 
many Polish households have also opened their doors to 
those refugees who lack a place to stay of their own in 
the country. Ukrainian refugees are eligible for a direct 
residence permit and can work in Poland for up to 18 
months. In Spain, where approximately 100,000 Ukrain-
ians live, the government announced that it would facili-
tate entry and official procedures for those who come to 
the country from Ukraine due to the war. Special status 
in Switzerland, US The Swiss government recently ap-
proved a decision to grant special status to Ukrainian 
refugees arriving in the country, as well as to provide 
them accommodation, health, education, and financial as-
sistance. The US Department of Homeland Security also 
announced that refugees from Ukraine would be given 
“temporary protection status.” – Agencies

Europe keeps 
doors open 

for Ukrainians

WHO calls 
for more 

investments in 
TB services, 

research
UNITED NATIONS: The 
World Health Organization 
(WHO) has called for an ur-
gent investment of resourc-
es, support, care and infor-
mation into the fight against 
tuberculosis (TB).  Al-
though 66 million lives have 
been saved since 2000, the 
COVID-19 pandemic has re-
versed those gains, the Ge-
neva-based UN agency said.  
For the first time in over a 
decade, it said, TB deaths 
increased in 2020. Ongoing 
conflicts across Eastern Eu-
rope, Africa and the Middle 
East have further exacerbat-
ed the situation for vulnera-
ble populations.
Global spending on TB diag-
nostics, treatments and pre-
vention in 2020 were less 
than half of the global target 
of US$ 13 billion annually by 
2022. For research and de-
velopment, an extra US$ 1.1 
billion per year is needed.
“Urgent investments are 
needed to develop and ex-
pand access to the most 
innovative services and 
tools to prevent, detect and 
treat TB that could save 
millions of lives each year, 
narrow inequities and avert 
huge economic losses,” 
WHO Director General DrT-
edrosAdhanomGhebreyesus, 
said in a statement.  – APP



Gov’t committed 
to complete IMF 

programme in Sept
ISLAMABAD: The government on Thursday expressed 
its resolve to successfully complete the programme of 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) in September and 
said that the ongoing 7th review with the IMF team was 
going on as per schedule.  Clarifying some news items 
speculating recently about the on-going 7th review un-
der IMF’s Extended Fund Facility (EFF), the ministry 
of finance in a statement said that negotiations under 
the 7th review were continuing as planned and the two 
sides remained engaged on a regular basis at a technical 
level through virtual meetings and data sharing.
The focus of negotiations under the 7th review has 
been on the agreed targets between the two sides, as 
well as the recently announced relief and industrial 
promotion packages.  “There is a consensus that all 
the end-December agreed targets have been achieved, 
while progress on other actions mentioned in the 
Memorandum on Economic and Financial Policies 
(MEFP) for the 6th review has also been found to be 
satisfactory,” the statement added. – APP
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ISLAMABAD: National Security Adviser 
(NSA) Dr Moeed Yusuf Thursday said the 
recent missile “misfire” from India proved 
that India was “an irresponsible state with 
nuclear weapons” and the threat it posed 
to regional security must remain an issue 
of international concern.
“Make no mistake, India has become an 
irresponsible state with nuclear weapons 
and the world is beginning to recognise 
Pakistan’s longstanding concern on this 
count,” Dr Moeed Yusuf said in a tweet. He 
noted that the Council of Foreign Ministers 
of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation 
in its 48th session highlighted the threat to 
regional security, due to its recent missile 
launch that landed in Pakistan.
“It is also only natural that countries 

who were reportedly looking to 
buy Indian missiles and other 
equipment are having second 
thoughts,” the National Secu-
rity Adviser said. “We hope 
that OIC CFM 2022’s declara-
tion will increase global calls 
for accountability and a trans-
parent joint investigation will 
be ensured,” Moeed said. India 
on March 11, two days af-
ter the crash of an 
unarmed super-
sonic missile in 
Pakistani territo-
ry admitted that 
it was an “acci-
dental firing of 
a missile”.
The irrespon-
sible handling 

of a supersonic missile sent jitters 
across world capitals as the in-
cident could have led to a con-
flict between two nuclear-armed 
countries. The missile travel-
ling at a speed of Mach 3 at an 
altitude of 40,000 feet crossed 

the path of international civilian 
flights, before crashing 124 km 

inside Pakistan, and damaged 
a civilian building.

Moeed Yusuf said 
“The missile 
‘misfire’ from 
India must re-
main an issue 
of international 
concern. Indi-
an attempts to 
brush it off can-
not mask the 

gravity of the episode.” Director-Gener-
al of Inter-Services Public Relations Lt 
General Babar Iftikhar, in a press brief-
ing on March 10, said,“Pakistan strongly 
protested this flagrant violation and cau-
tions [India] against recurrence of any 
such incident in the future.” 
He said the Pakistan Air Force moni-
tored the complete f lying path of the 
object, from its point of origin near Sir-
sa in India to its point of impact, near 
Mian Channu and “initiated requisite 
tactical actions”.
Dr Moeed Yusuf cautioned the world com-
munity that the “lack of any Indian re-
sponse to Pakistan’s call for joint investiga-
tion and lack of information about India’s 
so-called internal inquiry was a wake-up 
call for them.” “This reflects the mindset 
of the Modi regime and the character of 
the Indian state today,” he said.

Missile “misfire” shows India an “irresponsible state”
Dr Moeed Yusuf cautioned the world community that the “lack of any Indian response to Pakistan’s call for joint 
investigation and lack of information about India’s so-called internal inquiry was a wake-up call for them”

Briefs
PIA to 

launch flight 
operation 

to Australia 
from April 22

 

DNA
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan In-
ternational Airlines (PIA) 
will launch the flight op-
erations to Australia from 
April 22. There will be 
direct f lights from La-
hore to Sydney on Friday. 
Flights from Sydney to 
Lahore will be operated 
on Sunday.
Direct flights to Sydney will 
save time and provide the 
passengers with the facility 
of carrying more luggage 
with them. For Sydney, 
economy class passengers 
will be allowed to carry 45 
kg, while business economy 
passengers will be allowed 
to carry 55 kg.
PIA Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) Air Marshal Arshad 
Malik, while reviewing the 
finalization of flight opera-
tions arrangements, direct-
ed the marketing and front 
line teams to provide the 
best services to the passen-
gers. PIA has planned to 
expand its network after eas-
ing COVID-19 restrictions 
on the aviation industry, re-
cently launched flights from 
Karachi and Lahore to Baku. 
The national airline has also 
planned to add more loca-
tions to its network.

Govt ready 
to break 

federation, 
blame PPP 

leaders
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ISLAMABAD: The leaders 
of the Pakistan People’s 
Party (PPP) on Thurs-
day blamed the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) gov-
ernment in the Centre for 
being ready to break the 
federation. During a media 
talk in Islamabad, PPP vice 
president Sherry Rehman 
maintained the government 
have got no surprise to give 
except resorting to violence 
and baton-charge.
“It is the opposition that 
will give surprise to the 
government,” she claimed 
and expressed her hope 
that matters with Muttahi-
da Qaumi Movement-Paki-
stan (MQM-P) would soon 
be settled. She also blamed 
the government for or-
chestrating attacks on the 
Parliament Lodges and the 
Sindh House. PPP leader 
Naveed Qamar termed a vi-
olation of the Constitution 
the only escape from the 
no-confidence motion.
PPP leader Faisal Karim 
Kundi said that the nation 
would soon hear good news, 
adding that the National As-
sembly speaker had become 
a controversial figure. “The 
opposition has lost trust 
in the National Assembly 
speaker,” he added.

Nearly 3.7 
million 

people flee 
Ukraine: UN

GENEVA: Nearly 3.7 
million people have fled 
Ukraine since Russia’s 
invasion a month ago, the 
UN said Thursday, warn-
ing that half of the coun-
try’s children are now 
displaced. The UN refu-
gee agency, UNHCR, said 
3,674,952 Ukrainians had 
fled the country -- an in-
crease of 48,406 from the 
previous day’s figure.
In total, more than 10 mil-
lion people -- over a quar-
ter of the population in 
regions under government 
control before the Febru-
ary 24 invasion -- are now 
thought to have fled their 
homes, including nearly 
6.5 million who are inter-
nally displaced. Ukraine’s 
refugee crisis is Europe’s 
worst since World War II, 
and nearly half of all those 
who have been displaced 
are children.  The UN chil-
dren’s agency Unicef said 
Thursday that a full 4.3 mil-
lion children -- more than 
half of Ukraine’s estimated 
7.5 million child popula-
tion -- had been forced to 
leave their homes. More 
than 1.8 million of those 
children have become 
refugees, while another 
2.5 million are displaced 
inside their war-ravaged 
country, it said.– APP

US sanctions 
Russia 

lawmakers, 
defence 

contractors
BRUSSELS: The United 
States on Thursday an-
nounced a fresh wave of 
sanctions against Russian 
lawmakers, oligarchs and 
defence companies in re-
sponse to the invasion of 
Ukraine, the White House 
said. The measures, which 
involve freezing US-held 
assets, single out 328 mem-
bers of Russia’s lower house 
State Duma, and 48 defence 
companies “that fuel (Pres-
ident Vladimir) Putin’s war 
machine”, according to a 
statement released as US 
President Joe Biden attend-
ed summits in Brussels fo-
cused on the war.
Also targeted is Herman 
Gref, chief executive of 
Russia’s largest financial 
institution Sberbank. “I’m 
announcing additional sanc-
tions on over 400 Russian 
elites, lawmakers, and 
defence companies in re-
sponse to Putin’s war of 
choice in Ukraine,” Biden 
tweeted. “They personally 
gain from the Kremlin’s pol-
icies, and they should share 
in the pain,” he said. – APP

PTI disowns 
11 accounts 
in foreign 

funding case 
DNA

ISLAMABAD: Petitioner in 
PTI foreign funding case 
Akbar S Babar on Thursday 
demanded resignation of 
party leaders Asad Qaiser, 
Shah Farman, Imran Ismail 
and Mehmood ur Rasheed.
Talking to media he said 
that the PTI kept owning 11 
accounts before the scruti-
ny committee hearing for 
four years, has on March 15 
disowned these accounts in 
the election commission.
“These 11 accounts were 
opened and operated by 
these party leaders”, Ak-
bar Babar said. “PTI doc-
uments, submitted to the 
election commission is an 
indictment against the top 
leadership of the party,” he 
said. Babar said that all al-
legations have been proved 
in the scrutiny committee 
report. “Imran Khan now 
have no moral justification 
to keep the prime minister’s 
office. He should tender 
resignation from this Au-
gust office, he said. He also 
called the party’s workers 
to get united to steer the 
party on the right path.
Akbar S. Babar, a former 
member of PTI had filed 
the case in 2014. The pe-
titioner claimed that the 
PTI received $7.3 million 
in funding from foreign 
sources including offshore 
companies. Babar claimed 
that the party gave fake 
certificates to the ECP.

More than 
30 killed in 
attacks in 
C. Somalia

MOGADISHU: The 
death toll from twin at-
tacks in central Somalia 
on Wednesday night has 
climbed above 30, the po-
lice chief in Beledweyne 
district told AFP on Thurs-
day. “We are still trying to 
establish the overall num-
ber of casualties, but so 
far we have confirmed that 
more than 30 people were 
killed in the second blast 
alone, which was caused by 
a car bomb,” said Colonel 
Isak Ali Abdulle.
“The terrorists carried out 
the first attack using a sui-
cide bomber and readied a 
car loaded with explosives 
in front of a hospital to 
cause more casualties,” he 
said. “These were devastat-
ing simultaneous attacks 
which damaged property as 
well as causing mass civilian 
casualties.”
The first attack in Beled-
weyne killed two local law-
makers, including Amina 
Mohamed Abdi and several 
of her guards as she cam-
paigned for re-election.
The second occurred 
minutes later outside the 
hospital and left cars in 
charred, twisted ruins. 
The attacks occurred the 
same day as three people 
were killed near Moga-
dishu’s airport in an attack 
claimed by the Islamist in-
surgent group Al-Shabaab. 
The Al-Qaeda-linked mili-
tants frequently attack ci-
vilian, military and govern-
ment targets in Somalia’s 
capital and outside. – APP

Huge prospects of Pak, 
Africa co-op: Guinea FM
Foreign Minister said till now more than 800 African diplomats had undergone 

training at Foreign Service Academy in Islamabad. Thousands of African students 
had studied in the universities and educational institutions of Pakistan

Nuaman Ishfaq Mughal

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Repub-
lic of Guinea Morissanda Kouyaté said huge prospects of 
cooperation existed between Pakistan and the African con-
tinent.  In a special interview to Nuaman Ishfaq Mughal, 
on the sidelines of the 48th session of the Organisation of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Council of Foreign Ministers, 
the Foreign Ministers of Guinea appreciated that Pakistan 
was diversifying its foreign policy and looking towards Afri-
ca to strengthen relations with the African continent in the 
spheres of politics, culture, trade and defence.
He said, “We, in Africa, are waiting for a country like Pakistan 
which has a high level of technology.” He added, “African Un-
ion will welcome the participation of Pakistan to reinforce the 
cooperation of the African continent and Pakistan.”  The For-
eign Minister of the Republic of Guinea Morissanda Kouyaté 
also thanked the Government of Pakistan particularly the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Pakistan for the warm hospitality 
during his stay in Islamabad. Later at night, Foreign Minister 
Shah Mahmood Qureshi hosted dinner in honour of the For-
eign Ministers of Africa. He congratulated the President of 

Senegal for assuming the chair of the African Union. Foreign 
Minister said till now more than 800 African diplomats had 
undergone training at Foreign Service Academy in Islama-
bad. Thousands of African students had studied in the univer-
sities and educational institutions of Pakistan. He added out 
of 57 members of the OIC, 28 countries belonged to Africa.
Meanwhile, Minister for Foreign Affairs Shah Mahmood 
Qureshi said prospects of cooperation existed between Pa-
kistan and Africa in the fields of pharmacy, agriculture, and 
technical training. Speaking at a dinner hosted here in hon-
or of the Foreign Minister of Africa, the minister congratu-
lated the President of Senegal for assuming the chair of the 
African Union. He appreciated the outgoing President of 
Congo who was relinquishing the chair of the African Union.
He said Pakistan always supported the freedom move-
ments of African countries and took part in the peace-
keeping operations of the United Nations in Africa. He 
mentioned the governments engage African policy and the 
steps taken to strengthen relations with the African conti-
nent in the spheres of politics, culture, trade, and defense. 
He talked about the Pakistan-Africa trade conferences 
held in Nairobi and Lagos. The next trade conference will 
be held in Johannesburg in September 2022, he told.
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Putin made 'big 
mistake' invading 

Ukraine, says 
NATO chief

BRUSSELS: NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg on Thursday ac-
cused Russian President Vladimir Putin of making a "big 
mistake" by invading Ukraine, as leaders gathered to dis-
cuss overhauling the alliance's eastern defences. 
"President Putin has made a big mistake and that is to 
launch a war against an independent sovereign nation. 
He has underestimated the strength of the Ukrainian 
people, the bravery of the Ukrainian people and their 
armed forces," Stoltenberg said ahead of a NATO sum-
mit in Brussels.  Stoltenberg said the leaders of the US-
led military alliance would "address the need for a reset 
of our deterrence and defence in the longer term", start-
ing with agreeing new deployments to eastern members 
Romania, Hungary, Slovakia and Bulgaria. 
NATO has already rushed tens of thousands of troops 
to its eastern flank in the wake of Russia's invasion to 
counter the threat of any spillover from the conflict into 
alliance countries.  Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky, whose country is not in NATO, is set to appeal for 
more weapons and greater intervention in a video address 
to leaders as he seeks to cajole the West into a tougher 
response.  "We are waiting for meaningful steps. From 
NATO, the EU and the G7," Zelensky said ahead of the 
day of summits of all three organisations in Brussels. 
"At these three summits we will see: Who is a friend, 
who is a partner, and who betrayed us for money. Life 
can be defended only when united." NATO leaders are 
vowing to bolster weapons deliveries to non-member 
Ukraine and supply protection against chemical and 
nuclear threats from Russia.  But the alliance has re-
buffed pleas from Kyiv to impose a no-fly zone to help 
halt Russia's onslaught for fear of getting dragged into a 
"full-fledged" conflict with Moscow.  "We have a respon-
sibility to ensure that this conflict does not escalate 
beyond Ukraine that will cause even more suffering, 
even more death, even more destruction," Stoltenberg 
said. US President Joe Biden warned before heading 
to Europe of a "real threat" that the Kremlin could use 
chemical weapons in Ukraine. Stoltenberg told journal-
ists that "any use of chemical weapons would funda-
mentally change the nature of the conflict". "It will be 
a blatant violation of international law, and it will have 
widespread and severe consequences." – APP
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KABUL: Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi visited Kabul 
on Thursday, a spokesman for Afghanistan's foreign min-
istry said, the highest-level visit by a Chinese official since 
the Taliban took power last year and a day after many in 
the global community were angered by the group's closure 
of girls' high schools. Wang met with acting Afghan foreign 
minister Amir Khan Muttaqi to discuss political and eco-
nomic ties, including starting work in the mining sector 
and Afghanistan's possible role in China's Belt and Road 
infrastructure intuitive, according to a statement from an 
Afghan foreign ministry spokesman. China is among just 
a handful of countries, including Pakistan and Qatar, that 
has sent a minister to Afghanistan since the Taliban took 
over the country in August.
Foreign governments, including Beijing, have held back 
on formally recognising the Taliban administration, with 
many saying the Taliban need to prove their commitment 
to human rights, counter-terrorism and inclusive govern-
ance. The visit came after widespread global condemna-
tion of the Taliban administration a day earlier, when it 
unexpectedly ordered girls home from high school, an 
abrupt U-turn on policy after having said earlier in the 
week school would be open to all students. China will 
host a meeting of regional foreign ministers later this 
month, and the statement said Muttaqi would also par-
ticipate in the meeting. "Minister Muttaqi added that 
the security brought about by the new (government) 
lays the foundation for foreign investment, including 
for China, in Afghanistan that ensures their interest 
besides cooperating with Afghans in economic growth 
& stability with the full support of the new gov," for-
eign ministry spokesman Abdul Qahar Balkhi said.

China’s foreign minister 
visits Afghanistan

Sohail Altaf receives 
Governor Award

LAHORE: In a ceremony held at Governor House on the 
occasion of Pakistan Day, Punjab Governor Chaudhry Mu-
hammad Sarwar awarded Governor's Award to Chief Busi-
ness Advisor for Federal Tax Ombudsman, Group Leader 
of Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce and former President 

Sohail Altaf. This award has been given in recognition of his 
meritorious services to the business community.
Rawalpindi Chamber of Commerce President Nadeem Rauf 
has felicitated Sohail Altaf for receiving the Governor's 
Award. In a statement, he said that it was a matter of honor 
and pride for the Rawalpindi Chamber. Sohail Altaf's servic-
es are invaluable to the business community whether it is 
tax matters or FBR, Expo Centers, IT Park, Policy Making, 
Budget, SMEs and Cottage Industry or Industrial Zones, So-
hail Altaf has always played a leading role, he added. – DNA


