Soon From LAHORE & KARACHI

A sister publication of CENTRELINE & DNA-New ency

www.islamabadpost.com.pk

Agreement in Vienna E®iBEVavss
nuclear negotiations
‘close’, says Iran

blasts PTI
leadership

Detailed News On Page-08

Detailed News On Page-08

& slamaha POST

Monday, April 04, 2022

Pakistan’s First And Only Diplomatic Daily

ISLAMABAD EDITION

Price Rs. 20

Khan joins

Afghan Cricket

Detailed News On Page-06

Supreme Court takes suo moto

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY DISSOLVED

PM, Cabinet cease to hold office; Imran Khan may continue till the
election of the caretaker prime minister; fresh election should be held

in three months; the legality of the decision has raised many questions

ANsAR M BHATTI

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan
Sunday announced that he had advised the
President to dissolve the assembly, paving way
for the holding of fresh elections in the coun-
try. Upon his advice, the President of Pakistan
Dr. Arif Alvi dissolved the National Assembly.
PTI government is expected to dissolve the KP
assembly as well. The fate of Punjab Assembly
also hangs in the balance. The actions of the
Speaker, PM and the President have raised
many legal questions. Most of the legal experts
have termed the action against the law.

The prime minister in his short-televised address
to the nation made an announcement, soon after
the National Assembly session was prorogued by
the deputy speaker, rejecting the opposition’s
push for the no-trust motion as unconstitution-
al. The prime minister asked the nation to get
prepared for the fresh elections as he had sent a
summary, advising the president to dissolve the
assembly.He said the process for holding of new
elections and procedure for the caretaker govern-
ment would take place accordingly.

The prime minister, while expressing his re-
solve, said the nation would not allow the cor-
rupt elements to decide their fate. “The grave
conspiracy against the government has failed,”
he added. The prime minister congratulat-
ed the nation on the deputy speaker’s ruling
against the no-trust motion, terming it uncon-
stitutional as it was an effort at changing of the
regime through a foreign planned conspiracy
and under a foreign agenda.

“The speaker has rejected the move and I felic-
itate the whole nation,” he said, adding that he
knew that the nation was concerned over such
conspiracy. “Ghabrana Nahi Hai (do’'t get wor-
ried), it is my message to the conspirators,” the
prime minister said while addressing his politi-
cal foes in his popular coined phrase.The prime
minister said Pakistan came into being on 27th
of Ramazan. The nation would foil such plans.
He also justified the deputy speaker’s ruling.
He said the opposition leaders should have spent
their ill-gotten pelf on the provision of facilities to

Speaker,

President
committed

‘treason’

Bilawal Bhutto says we have proved
that the majority is with us

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari in conversation
with a private television channel
has said that the PM, Speaker,
Deputy Speaker, President and
anybody involved in this act to-
day have committed high treason.
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Oppositon is shocke
by my surprise: PM

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Imran Khan has said that the motion of no-confidence was
deemed as an international conspiracy by the NSC, so it had to be rejected. Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan has said that the opposition is in shock at the government’s surprise. If
he told about his strategy beforehand then the opposition might not have been in such
pain, he added. The PM said that the National Security Council (NSC) had clearly said
that there was an international conspiracy behind the no-confidence move. Security
officials including the Army Cheif were a part of the NSC meeting in which the letter
was disclosed, the message given to our embassy official was also discussed in the NSC
meeting, he added. Imran Khan said that the turncoat MNAs who left our party did not
do it on their own, they were bought with huge amounts of money by external forces.
Why were these MNAs meeting with foreign embassy officials? the PM asked. Earleir,
the National Assembly session to vote on the no-trust motion was prorogued after Depu-
ty Speaker Qasim Khan Suri ruled to reject the no-trust motion against Prime Minister
Imran Khan over having links with the foreign conspiracy. — DNA

PM. Cheema
’ replaces
Sarwar

Dr KuarLip

LAHORE: The federal government has
sacked Punjab Governor Chaudhry Mo-
hammad Sarwar as political tensions
reach a pinnacle ahead of the vote on
the no-trust motion against Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan. Federal Minister for
Information and Broadcasting Fawad
Chaudhry announced the government’s
decision on his official Twitter account.
“The announcement regarding new Pun-
jab governor will be made later, while
deputy speaker of [provincial assembly]
will be the acting governor in the mean-
time,” Fawad wrote. Meanwhile, veteran
PTI worker Umar Sarfraz Cheema has
been appointed as the new Punjab gover-
nor. Fawad Ch announced this decision
in his Tweet. - DNA
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M PM, President action

linked to SC verdict

ISLAMABAD: Supreme Court (SC) on Sunday adjourned the hearing on the plea against
the ruling of NA deputy speaker Qasim Suri until Monday.

National Assembly Deputy Speaker Qasim Suri termed the no-confidence motion against
the premier “unconstitutional”, saying that it was backed by “foreign powers”.

A three-member bench of the SC headed by CJP, Justice Umar Ata Bandial comprising
Justice Ejazul Ahsan and Justice Muhammad Ali Mazhar.

The court, after hearing the preliminary position on the petition against the NA
deputy speaker’s ruling, issued notices to the Attorney General of Pakistan (AGP)
Khalid Jawed Khan, secretaries home and defence. The SC gave clear instructions
that the judges will decide to take notice of what happened in the assembly. All state
institutions should refrain from taking any illegal action. The law and order situa-
tion should not deteriorate. All political parties should ensure law and order.

Later, the SC adjourned further hearing of the case till tomorrow. It is to be noted that
President Arif Alvi has dissolved the National Assembly on the advice of Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan. Earlier, NA deputy speaker Qasim Suri had rejected the no-confidence
motion declaring it ‘unconstitutional’. Prime Minister Imran Khan on Sunday in an Ad-
dress to the Nation announced to dissolve of the assemblies. Immediately after Deputy
Speaker Qasim Khan Suri ruled to reject the no-trust motion from the opposition parties
against Prime Minister Imran Khan, over having links with the foreign conspiracy, the
prime minister announced the dissolution of assemblies in an address to the nation.
The prime minister in his address called the no-trust motion against him a ‘foreign
agenda’ and congratulated the nation over the motion rejected in the National As-
sembly. “It was a foreign agenda, I want to tell the people don’t get disturb that God
is looking over the nation,” PM Imran Khan said. - DNA

the poor instead of bribing the members of the
assembly to switch their party allegiance. Earlier,
Deputy Speaker of National Assembly Qasim Suri
rejected the vote of no- confidence motion moved
by the joint opposition against Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan, on the basis of Article 5 of the Constitu-
tion of Pakistan, under which loyalty to the state
was the basic duty of every citizen. The deputy
speaker in his ruling said the no-confidence mo-
tion should be in line with the Constitution, laws
and rules. “No foreign power has the right to top-
ple an elected government under any conspiracy.
So I give the ruling that (the) no-confidence
resolution is against the national integrity and
sovereignty and I give the ruling to disallow the
no-confidence resolution as per rules and law.”

Imran denotified as PM

PTI Chairman Imran Khan has been de-noti-
fied as the prime minister of Pakistan, a state-
ment from the Cabinet Division said Sunday
after the dissolution of the National Assembly.
But under Article 224 of the Constitution
of Pakistan — once a notification is issued
— Imran Khan can continue as the prime
minister for 15 days till the appointment of
a caretaker prime minister. There is still,
however, no clarity over how a caretaker
prime minister will be appointed as the Na-
tional Assembly has been dissolved — and
the people who appoint the person, Oppo-
sition leader in the National Assembly and
the premier, are no longer in office.

LAHORE: Chief Justice Lahore High Court Mr. Justice Muhammad Ameer Bhatti administering
oath from the newly appointed Punjab Governor Omar Sarfaraz Cheema during Oath Taking

Ceremony at Governor House. — APP

There is no space in our constitu-
tion for them to dissolve the as-
sembly, issue a notification to dis-
solve the assembly while we bring
a vote of no-confidence against the
PM. There is no space in the con-
stitution for them to not hold the
vote of no-confidence today. There
is no space in the constitution,
rules of the National Assembly, de-
mocracy and law that allows them
to run from the session today.

We are recording our protest in
the Parliament. We have demand-
ed of the Supreme Court of Pa-
kistan and all those institutions
responsible for the protection
and implementation of the con-
stitution to do so and accept our
no-confidence that is legal.

It was their own decision to have
Ayaz Sadiq on the panel of the
Chair. Following the policy of the
House, Ayaz Sadiq has chaired
the session of the National As-
sembly. When the Speaker is not
present, neither is the deputy
Speaker, it is the responsibility of
the one nominated on the panel
to conduct the session. The vote
of no-confidence took place and
we secured 195 votes. We hope
that our judiciary will not let any
unconstitutional act take place.

Responding to the questions of
the panelists, Chairman PPP said
that when such a grave attack has
been made on the constitution, we
expect for the Supreme Court to
correct it. The PM has committed
treason to run from the no-confi-
dence. We have proved that the
majority is with us. We will not let
Pakistan be run on the rule of the
jungle. The PM and Speaker are
not even aware of how grave the
act they have committed is.

Raza Rabbani, Farooq Naek,
Nayyer Hussain Bukhari along
with others are preparing a peti-
tion. The opposition is ready for
elections. It is not possible for the
Supreme Court to not stand with
us. It is bound to stand with and
defend the constitution.

We submitted a no-confidence mo-
tion against the Speaker too after
which he cannot even prorogue
the session. Our position now is
that the no-confidence has been
completed and Imran Khan has
ceased to be the prime minister of
Pakistan. Imran Khan is trying to
become a carbon copy of Shaheed
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. It is ridicu-
lous. Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto
never abrogated the constitution.
We were the ones who drafted it.

Constitution
violated:

Shahbaz

ISLAMABAD: Imran Khan and his min-
ions have violated the constitution, Pa-
kistan Muslime League-Nawaz leader
Shehbaz Sharif stated on Sunday.

He was talking after Deputy Speaker
Qasim Khan Suri ruled to reject no-
trust motion against Prime Minister
Imran Khan over having links with
the foreign conspiracy.

The President dissolved the assembly af-
ter Prime Minister Imran Khan sent him
a summary for it. “Imran Khan has now
came under the grip of Article 6,” Sheh-
baz claimed. “The house has proved that
Imran has been defeated,” he said.
“There is no government in the coun-
try now and a gang of constitution vio-
lators have occupied it,” Shehbaz Sharif
alleged. “Imran Niazi is no more prime
minister how can he use this constitu-
tional authority,” he questioned.

“The constitution has been attacked to
prolong the personal rule,” he further
claimed. “The country has been pushed
towards anarchy,” he said. - DNA

Military has nothing to do with
whatever happened:

NEws DESK

ISLAMABAD: The military has noth-
ing to do with what happened today,
Director-General Inter-Services Public
Relations (ISPR) Major General Babar
Iftikhar Sunday told Geo News after the
country witnessed a political rollercoast-
er ride within the span of a few hours.

Replying to a question regarding the in-

volvement of the Army in the political
developments of the day, the DG ISPR
bluntly denied any sort of involvement
and said: "absolutely not". The DG IS-
PR's comments on the ongoing political
situation came after President Arif Alvi
approved the dissolution of the National
Assembly on the advice of Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan. Before this, the NA
deputy speaker ruled to adjourn the ses-

DG ISPR

sion held for voting on the no-confidence
motion against PM Imran Khan, terming
it "unconstitutional." According to sourc-
es, elections will be held within a period
of 90 days. In a brief address to the nation
after the no-confidence motion was reject-
ed, the premier congratulated the nation
and said that he had sent a proposal to the
President to dissolve the NA and the na-
tion should prepare for the next elections.

ABID Raza

LAHORE: A session of the Punjab
Assembly (PA) was on Sunday ad-
journed till April 6 (Wednesday)
without voting to elect the new lead-
er of the house amid ruckus by oppo-
sition and government lawmakers.

The provincial assembly was to

vote today to elect the new leader
of the house, with PML-Q’s PTI-
backed Chaudhry Parvez Elahi and
PML-N’s Hamza Shehbaz, who had
secured the support of Jahangir
Khan Tarin (JKT) group, expect-
ed to go head to head in the race
to become the next chief minister.

Continued on Page 06
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‘Adjournment
of today's
session was
unlawfull

DNA

KARACHI: Central Informa-
tion Secretary of PPP-P and
member of the National As-
sembly Shazia Atta Marri has
said that the Deputy Speaker
of the National Assembly
Qasim Suri has adjourned to-
day’s session of the National
Assembly without tabling no-
trust motion was an uncon-
stitutional and illegal move
of the Deputy Speaker which
was serious violation of the
constitution of Pakistan.

Ms Marri added that Prime
Minister Imran has lost his
majority in the National As-
sembly during the vote of
no-confidence against him
filled by the opposition and
the dissolution of the as-
semblies on his advice was
sheer violation of the consti-
tution of the Pakistan.

This she said in a statement
issued hereon today. Shazia
Marri said that it was the
duty of the Deputy Speak-
er Qasim Suri to conduct
voting on the no-confidence
motion against the Prime
Minister, but he resorted to
Article 5 of the Constitution
of Pakistan and it was also
constitutional responsibility
of the Deputy Speaker of the
National Assembly to con-
duct voting according to the
constitution but he deviated
the constitution of Pakistan.

14 held,
45 shops
sealed for

overcharging

FAISALABAD: Divisional
Commissioner Zahid Hus-
sain said that 3.49 million
bags of urea and 2.29 mil-
lion bags of DAP fertilizers
were supplied to registered
dealers, besides arresting
14 dealers on overcharging
in Faisalabad division dur-
ing the last 4 months.
Chairing a meeting on Sat-
urday, he said that out of
3,497,608 bags of Urea
fertilizer, 3,369,732 bags
were distributed among
farmers at government
fixed rates while remaining
bags would also be sold out
on subsidized rates. Simi-
larly, 1,598,104 bags, out of
2,292,246 bags of DAP were
sold out so far, whereas,
remaining quantity of fer-
tilizers was under distribu-
tion process, he added. He
said that monitoring teams
were fully active across the
division to ensure the sale
of fertilizers at government
fixed rate. In this connec-
tion, cases were also regis-
tered against 71 fertilizer
dealers for overcharging,
in addition to arresting 14
accused. Shops of 45 deal-
ers were also sealed, be-
sides imposing a total fine
of Rs 4.904 million on prof-
iteers during the same pe-
riod, he added. - APP

36 Ramazan
bazaars set
up in division
FAISALABAD: Thirty-six
Ramazan bazaars have
been set up across the di-
vision including 19 in Fais-
alabad district, eight in
Jhang, five in Chiniot and
four in Toba Tek Singh. In
a statement issued on Sat-
urday, Director Livestock
Dr Haidar Ali Khan said
that all necessary arrange-
ment had been completed
for the distribution of poul-
try items in Ramazan ba-
zaars on subsidised rates.
He said that chicken meat
would be available at dis-
count of Rs. 12 per kg from
market rate whereas eggs
would be sold out at a de-
crease of Rs. 6 per dozen

from market price. - APP

| COURT NOTIC

In the court of Mis
Mehwish shazadi Sahiba
Civil Judge Jhelum

Title: Zaib ul Nisa VS
Zahida parveen etc

Advertisement Name:
Defendant no(1)Zahida
parveen Widow (2)Mohsin
kamal son (3)Kashmala ja-
been (4)Parwsha Daughter
Nasir r/o House num 15 st
num 10C block B city hous-
ing Society jhelum

Claim: Application under
section 195/476 etc

As there is not possible to
call the defendant's through
Summon in the instant case
so through proclamation in
Newspaper, you are direct-
ed to appear or legal advi-
sor in the court on 05-04-
2022 at 8:00AM, otherwise
ex-parte proceedings will
be initiated.

L

‘Qamar Zaman Kaira hosts
dinner for PDM leadership

ISLAMABAD: Senior PPP leader and former Information Minister Qamar Zaman Kaira hosts dinner for PDM leadership. The ehtire PDM
leadership including PPP Chairman Bilawal Bhutto Zardari, Leader of the Opposition in the National Assembly Mian Shehbaz Sharif,
\_ JUI Chief Maulana Fazl ur Rehman, BAP leadership, MQM leaders, and all MPs attended the dinner. — DNA )

Assembly proceedings cannot be
challenged in the SC: Aitzaz Ahsan

DNA

ISLAMABAD: PPP leader
Chaudhry Aitzaz Ahsan has said
that the proceedings of the Assem-
bly can not be challenged in the
Supreme Court, but if the no-con-
fidence motion is deemed as a res-
olution then the Deputy Speakers’
ruling can be overturned.

Talking to a private news channel,
Aitzaz Ahsan said that if the mo-
tion of no confidence was elevated
to a resolution then the speaker
did not have any right to reject the
motion. It's up to the Supreme
Court to decide if the ruling was
just or not, he added. The Paki-
stan People Party veteran said
that the government did not seem
constitutionally correct. It’s up to

the Supreme Court to interpret
the situation and decide accord-
ingly, he added.

Aitzaz Ahsan said that there has
been a precedence of restoration
of assemblies by the Supreme
Court. Nawaz Shareef’s govern-
ment in 1993 was restored by 12
judges, five weeks after its dis-
solution by the country’s Presi-
dent, he recalled.

He added that the proceeding of
the assembly is exempted from any
legal action but it is up to the Su-
preme Court’s prerogative to inter-
pret the situation. If the Supreme
Court rules that the motion had
been elevated to a resolution then
it can not be rejected at any cost, he
said. If the ruling is overturned then
the motion would automatically be
restored, Aitzaz added.

‘How diamond
industry works

NomaN KHaN

TS time to learn and understand

exactly how the diamonds industry

works and how the diamonds game
works. These days there are two types of
diamonds the natural ones and the other
one is synthetic diamond also known as
CVD diamonds or lab created diamonds.
The diamond quality varies and it has dif-
ferent colors, it goes from D the whitest
till Z which is yellow. Then comes the Clar-
ity of the diamond which is FL which is
flawless not a single spot can be spotted in
the diamond, VVS, VS, S1 etc.
The natural diamond is more expensive
but its also the dirtier one, the natural
diamond SI 2 really il and a lab created
diamond of VS. All the lab created dia-
monds are VS quality diamonds.
Now the interesting thing is that when we
are comparing white diamonds with white
diamonds, the lab created diamond is less
expensive than the natural diamond even
in the natural i. In reality there’s no need
to get an il over a VS lab but the other
interesting thing you want to understand
that the pink lab created diamond is just
as valuable or more valuable than a natu-
ral white diamond i1 SI2.
So just because it’s a lab or otherwise
known as a CVD that doesn’t. mean its one
thing or another. You really need to under-

Qtand how the diamond industry works. Y,

KP Prisons IG hails holding
of sports festival

He expressed
these views on
the occasion
of passing out
parades of youths
at Prisoners Staff
Training Academy

PESHAWAR: Inspector General
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Pris-
ons Khalid Abbas Khan Sunday
said that training of soldiers on
modern lines was an important
requirement for making prisons
a truly public facilitating depart-
ment. The role of prison staff

was of utmost importance for
the benefit of the people, he said
and added that the sports festi-
vals have also been organized in
different jails of the province to
provide mental development and
recreational opportunities to the
inmates of the jails.

Hundreds of inmates were com-
pleting different educational de-
grees including Masters, Nazra
and Matric every year, which
will lead to a positive change in
attitudes after their release from
prisons. The IG promised that he
would do his best to bring this
academy on par with the national
academy of other forces.

He expressed these views on the
occasion of passing out parades

of youths at Prisoners Staff Train-
ing Academy, Haripur and later
on a visit to Central Jail, Haripur.
On his arrival at the academy,
the prison police saluted the IG
prisons where the Prisons Chief
also distributed certificates and
prizes among the young men
who completed the course and
showed excellent performance.
On the occasion of his visit to
Central Jail, Haripur, the Pris-
ons IG inspected the barracks
of women prisoners, listened to
their problems and distributed
Ramzan packages among them.
Apart from inspecting the
children's premises, they also
distributed clothes and cash
among the children. - APP

DPO Gujarat transfers SHOs

STAFF REPORT

KHARIAN: Inspector Liagat Hussain SHO Police

Station President Sarai Alamgir

Inspector Sarfraz Ahmed SHO Dinga Police Station
Inspector Altaf Gohar SHO Shaheen Police Station
Sub Inspector Farastullah SHO Kakrali Police Station
Sub-Inspector Taugeerul Hassan SHO Police Sta-

tion President Lala Musa

Sub Inspector Mujahid Abbas SHO Police Station

Civil Line

lice Station

Division

Sub Inspector Ehsanullah SHO Saddar Kharian Po-
Sub Inspector Bilal Naecem SHO Police Station A

Sub Inspector Adnan Abbas SHO Lari Ada Police Station
Sub Inspector Atiqg Ahmed posted as PSO to DPO
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National Days and
Armed Forces Days

APRIL

April 04 / Senegal
National Day

April 07 / W. H. O.
World Health Day

April 12 / Somalia
Armed Forces Day

April 15 / DPR Korea
The Day of the Sun

April 16 / Denmark
National Day

April 17 / Iran
Army Day

April 17 / Syria
Independence Day

April 18 / Zimbabwe
Independence Day

April 24 / Holy See
Anniversary of His Papa-
cy of his Pontificate

April 25 / DPR Korea
Armed Forces Day

April 26 / Tanzania
National Day

April 27 / Sierra Leone
Independence Day

April 27 / South Africa
Freedom Day

April 30 / Sweden
Birthday of His Majesty

April 30 / Netherlands
Birthday of Queen

Airlines
TurkishAirlines...... 8494949

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Datuk Zuraida Kamaruddin, Minister of Plantation Industries & Commodities Malaysia speaking during a dinner hosted

by Charge d Affaires of the Malaysian High Commission Deddy Faisal. - DNA

Satrang Art Gallery
celebrates “A DECADE”

“fifteen minutes in your gallery and our view of Pakistan changed”, adding he said we are
playing our part in promoting the right image of our country and its talented people

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Satrang Art Gallery Sunday
celebrated its ten years anniversary with
the participation of more than 500 artists
from all over the country, as well as inter-
national artists. Talking to media, the cura-
tor’s said, “We are delighted and proud to
welcome all to “A DECADE” Satrang Gal-
lery’s ten year anniversary exhibition”.

A DECADE exhibits the work of 500 of our
artists, chosen by our entire team, past and
present assistant curators. Honouring the art-
ists we have worked with, the show highlights

the transformation and change these artists
have undergone, professionally, personally,
and the evolution they have witnessed, within
them or around them, over the last 10 years.
A decade is a long and abundant time, Satrang
has grown over the last 10 years, and so have
each of us. It has been a privilege for me to
have been the lead curator of Satrang gallery
since its inception and work with extraordi-
nary artists and exceptional colleagues with
whom we have built strong relationships.
We have always focused on cutting edge, dy-
namic and quirky art with strong conceptual
backing and artistic training.

The gallery prides itself on displaying differ-

ent genres of art including film, new media,
performance, sculpture, photography and
paintings, and this current exhibition is on
exception. I am proud that each of the artists
in this exhibition has risen to the challenge
and created a unique piece especially for our
anniversary exhibition. Ten years ago, with
the unwavering support of Aziz Boolani, Ceo
Serena Hotels and a strong vision of a gallery
dedicated to emerging artists which celebrat-
ed their artistic prowess and individuality.

He said its been providing a platform to
showcase their talent and support them in
achieving greater visibility. Young artists
who showed with us as young graduates

went on to win international accolades and
fame. Satrang is now a leading gallery in Pa-
kistan and we have been privileged to have
worked with as we have built strong bridges
between artists and visitors, and are grate-
ful for our loyal audience. We have been en-
gaged with the diplomatic community and
other visitors in the capital city giving them
an insight into Pakistan’s vibrant art scene.
We feel fulfilled when we receive comments
in the gallery’s visitor book that say “fifteen
minutes in your gallery and our view of Pa-
kistan changed”, adding he said we are play-
ing our part in promoting the right image of
our country and its talented people.

DNA

ISLAMABAD:  Australia’s
Acting High Commissioner
to Pakistan, Joanne Fred-
eriksen has extended her
heartfelt well wishes to all
Muslims in Pakistan, Aus-
tralia, and around the world
on Ramazan-ul-Mubarak.

In a special message, she
said, “As Muslims in Pa-
kistan, back home in Aus-
tralia, and across the world
begin the holy month of
Ramadan, I want to wish you
all Ramadan Kareem”.
According to a press release
issued by the Australian
Embassy here Sunday, the
Acting High Commissioner
said, Ramazan with its daily
Iftars and Sehris is a month-
long opportunity for people
and communities to come
together in peace, a spirit of
equality and respect. It’s a
time to reflect on the values
of compassion, charity and
selflessness, she added.

CGH holds
free medical

camps

RAWALPINDI: Cantonment
General Hospital (CGH) or-
ganized separate free medi-
cal camps for heart and skin
diseases patients during last
week. According to RCB
spokesman, on the occasion,
Administrator CGH Brig. ®
Hassan Ibraheem and Depu-
ty Administrator Dr Attique
ud Din, doctors and para-
medical staff were present.
Renowned Cardiologist
Dr Hamdan Waqas and his
team checked up over 186
patients and provided free
medicines. Several medical
tests of a large number of
the patients were also con-
ducted. CGH also organ-
ized a separate free medical
camp for patients of skin
diseases. - APP
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Briefs

ISLAMABAD: (APP):Busi-
ness community Sunday
stressed the urgent need
for evolving more export
oriented strategies to
achieve $30 billion export
target by the end of current
fiscal year.

Chairing a round table con-
ference on “ Pakistan Ex-
port Strategic” organised
under the aegis of intellec-
tuals council of Pakistan
headed by Ms Rameen, for-
mer senior Vice President
Lahore chamber Meher
Kashif Younis said export
strategy must involve bet-
ter integration with region-
al and global markets and it
is also imperative to make
domestic business globally
competitive.

He said export growth
must accompany improve-
ment in productivity levels
of domestic manufacturers
as they capture a greater
share in the world market.
He said lack of capabilities
of Pakistani manufacturing
firms is reflected in pro-
ductivity growth rates.

He said textile sector form
the backbone of Pak ex-
ports and generate much
needed inflows,the lack of
diversification in exports
has often prevented sus-
tainable growth in total ex-
ports, he added.

He said local producers
must adhere to innovations
to ensure that the input mix
involving foreign inputs help
boost exports, government
policy makers often link
free trade agreements with
export potential not realis-
ing that FTA can help busi-
ness achieve a better mix
of foreign inputs and help
improve productivity levels.
Meher Kashif Younis said
even Pak textile sector has
lower share in global trade,
however since the recovery
phase of the pandemic, Pak
export hitting new highs
with $23bn exports in the
last three quarters of the
current fiscal year .

The host Ms Rameen sum-
ming up the conference in
the light of recommendations
of experts said in essence
policy paper on the econo-
my must address the lack of
capabilities, innovation and
low productivity to achieve
economic turnaround.

ISLAMABAD): The Nation-
al Book Foundation’s (NBF)
Book Museum is attracting
large numbers of people
from across the country,
promoting a culture of read-
ing that has been praised by
thousands of book lovers.
Talking to APP, a senior
official of NBF Daud Mirza
said,”The efforts to pro-
mote book reading culture
to get the knowledge of
the history of the country
among youth providing the
platform and ease to avail
the opportunity.” He said as
NBF has taken various initi-
atives to launch a series of
innovative projects to pro-
mote book reading culture.
These initiatives included
the formation of Village

Book Clubs, City Book
Clubs, Children’s Book
Clubs, Prisoners’ Free

Minds Book Clubs, Senior
Citizens Book Clubs, Travel-
lers’ Book Clubs (Books on
Wheels), Flying Book Clubs,
and Hospital Book Clubs.
NBF has come up with an-
other novel idea to appoint
book-loving celebrities of
the country as Book Am-
bassadors to play their role
in promoting book-reading
habits, he said. - APP

Theatre Walay
arranges dramas
for youth

ISLAMABAD” Theatre Wal-
lay has arranged a series
of dramas for the younger
generation providing them
a platform to showcase their
hidden talent. Talking to
APP, Director Theatre Wal-
lay Fiza Ali said, “During
the period of Covid-19 vari-
ous events had been ceased
but after relaxation, we have
arranged several dramas for
the emerging artists to por-
tray their skills.” She said
in our forthcoming artists
there is much potential
making their future in a way
to earn handsome amount.
She said our organization
making efforts to promote
the young generation on a
priority basis due to their
potential and courage in
delivering their skills in a
better way.

Need stressed for promoting
Pakistan-Italy bilateral trade ties

STAFF REPORT

ISLAMABAD: A delega-
tion of Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce & Industry
led by Muhammad Shakeel
Munir, President called
on H.E. Andreas Ferrare-
se, Ambassador of Italy in
his office and discussed
with him the prospects for
further improving bilat-
eral trade and economic
relations between the two
countries. Muhammad Fa-
heem Khan Vice President
and Sheikh Amir Waheed
former President ICCI
were in the delegation.

Addressing the delegation,
H.E. Andreas Ferrarese,
Ambassador of Italy said
that his country wanted to
further strengthen trade
and economic relations with
Pakistan to achieve mutual-
ly beneficial outcomes.

He said Pakistan could
achieve multiple benefits
for its economy by develop-
ing close cooperation with
Italy. He said that more
awareness in the Italian
business community about
Pakistan would help in en-
hancing trade relations. He
said that Pakistan should fo-
cus on value addition of its
products and Italy can help
it with its advanced technol-
ogy in various fields includ-
ing marble and tourism.

Speaking at the occasion,
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Muhammad Shakeel Munir,
President, Islamabad Cham-
ber of Commerce & Indus-
try (ICCI) said that the bilat-
eral trade between Pakistan
and Italy was not reflective
of their true potential and
both countries should focus
on developing strong busi-

- Ankara
Istanbul -

.Turkei;.‘__ '

PR GCOMYIS - R

~

»

ness linkages between their
private sectors to increase
bilateral trade volume.

He said that technological
cooperation of Italy with Pa-
kistan in textiles, construc-
tion, marble, pharmaceuti-
cals, agriculture, processed
food, dairy, livestock and

other sectors would enable
our country to upgrade its
industrial capacity and pro-
duce value added products
for exports promotion.

He said that Pakistan has
huge reserves of marble
& granite and Italian tech-
nology would help it to pro-
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duce value-added marble
products and boost their
exports. He said that Paki-
stan was offering incentives
to foreign investors and Ital-
ian companies should take
advantage of these opportu-
nities by exploring JVs and
investment in Pakistan.
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Muhammad Faheem Khan
Vice President ICCI and
Sheikh Amir Waheed for-
mer President ICCI also
shared many useful propos-
als to further improve bi-
lateral trade and economic
relations between Pakistan
and Italy.

Zakaria A. Zia elected President of
Islamabad Industrial Association

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Leading in-
dustrialist Zakaria A. Zia
has been elected as the
new President of Islamabad
Industrial Association(ITA)
Mian Waqas Masood as
senior vice president and
Shahid Cheema as vice
president. The services of
former presidents of Islam-
abad Industrial Association
Mian Akram Farid, Khalid
Javed and Tariq Sadiq for
industrial development are
unforgettable. Annual Gen-
eral Body Meeting (AGM)
of Islamabad Industrial
Association (ITA) Islama-
bad Industrial Association
It was held in the office of
the President Islamabad
Industry Association’s man-
ufacturing, automobiles,
pharmaceutical, oil, marble
and floor sub-trade organi-
zations appreciated the tire-
less efforts of former Pres-
ident Tariq Sadiq and M.
Akram Farid, Former ICCI
President Khalid Javed.
The association is the sole
representative of the in-

dustrialists of neighboring
industrial estates including
Islamabad Capital Area and
Kahuta Industrial Triangle.
Worked tirelessly to adapt
to the requirements of The
Islamabad Industrial Associ-
ation, under the leadership
of the outgoing President
Tariq, has played a signifi-
cant role in highlighting the
industrial identity of Islam-
abad. It is noteworthy that
today Islamabad industry is
one of the most important
industries in Pakistan

Former President Islama-
bad Industrial Association
Mian Akram Farid congrat-
ulated the newly elected
President, Senior Vice Pres-
ident, Vice President and
Executive Committee and
appreciated the services of
the outgoing leadership. He
highlighted the important
issues of the industry and
apprised them of the ef-
forts being made to address
them and the achievements
of the Co-Industrial Asso-
ciation and acknowledged
the cooperation of CDA and
CBR in this regard. He said
that security, tax matters,

corporate social responsi-
bility (CSR) and improving
the welfare of the people
involved in the industry
were involved. He added
that apart from solving the
problems of the industry,
To create a soft image of
the industry. The associa-
tion liaised with business
entities, chambers of com-
merce and other industry
associations. For the busi-
ness community, defense
organizations had the po-
tential to join hands in local
production. The association
has also done a lot for the
environment. He said that
installation of pollution con-
trol plants and planting of
50,000 plants in the steel
industry is noteworthy. He
said that continuity of poli-
cies is February to improve
the economy of the country.
He said that there are more
than 1200 large industrial
units in Islamabad. These
include Steel Marble, Oil
& Ghee, Soap & Chemi-
cal, Manufacturing, Auto-
mobiles, Pharmaceuticals,
Oil & Gas, IT & Gas Pipe
Manufacturing, Food, Flour

Mills, etc., which contribute
significantly to the coun-
try’s economic growth and
Are a source of employment
for individuals

Former President Islama-
bad Chamber Khalid Javed
administered oath to the
newly elected officials and
addressing the function said
that the achievements so
far are due to unity among
the industrialists and noth-
ing can be achieved without
unity. He apprised the CDA
and the concerned depart-
ments about the progress
of the area and the current
progress of the New Indus-
trial Zone project. He said
that industrialists from Is-
lamabad and adjoining areas
could benefit. Khalid Javed
also briefed about the work
of Islamabad Industrial As-
sociation and stressed on
the need to set up a sepa-
rate and independent office
to enhance its usefulness.
The newly elected Presi-
dent Zakaria Akbar Zia said
that we have a strong desire
to develop the Islamabad
Industrial Association as an
institution.

PAL announces awards
for writers’ and poets

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Academy of Letters (PAL)
Sunday has announced Ka-
mal-e-Fun Award for the
year 2020.

Prominent , renowned writ-
er and Poet Mustansar Hus-
sain Tarar & Ashoo Lala
Faqeer has been nominated
for the Kamal-e-Fun Award
2020, said a press release
issued here.

The panel of judges con-
sisted on well-known writ-
ers and scholars;Kishwar
Naheed, Dr. Anwar Ahmad,
Dr. Rauf Parekh, Mahmood
Sham, Asghar Nadeem
Syed, Parveen Malik, Mu-
hammad Izhar ul Haq, Dr.
Riaz Majeed, Hafeez Khan,
Muhammad Hameed Sha-
hid, Dr. Abaseen Yousufzai,
Nasir Ali Syed, Dr. Abdul
Razaq Sabir, Dr. Zulifqar
Sial, Taj Joyo, Dr. Zia ul
Hasan, Dr. Rubina Shaheen,
Dr. Qasim Naseem, Haris
Khalique and Dr. Wahid

Bux Buzdarmet Kishwar
Naheed presided over the
meeting.

Kamal-e-Fun Award is the
highest literary award in the
field of literature for recog-
nition of lifetime’s achieve-
ment in creative and re-
search work. The amount of
this award is Rs. 1,000,000/-
Dr. Yousuf Khushk, Chair-
man, PAL has also an-
nounced the National Lit-
erary Awards for the year
2020, given on the best lit-
erary books written during
the year 22020in Urdu and
other Pakistani languages in
a Press Conference.
According to the decision
of the panel, for Urdu Prose
(Creative Literature) Saa-
dat Hasan Manto Award is
given to Neelofer Igbhal on
her Book “Siah Sona” and
to Shaheen Abbasson his
Book “Paare Shumare” for
Urdu Prose (Criticism &Re-
search) Baba-i-Urdu Molvi
Abdul Haq Award is given
to Dr. Bibi Ameena on her
book “Urdu Lughat.

DOAM committed to
preserve, restore
Ghandara heritage

ISLAMABAD: The Direc-
torate of Archeology and
Museums (DOAM) and
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
government are committed
to restoring and preserv-
ing the rich heritage of
the Gandhara civilization’s
famous art and Buddhist
cultural specimens to trans-
form the province’s tourist
center.

Talking to APP, an official
of DOAM Raza Mehmood
said,”Peshawar =~ Museum
is notable for its collection
of Buddhist artwork dating
from the ancient Gandhara
region.”

He said the Museum initial-
ly had only one exhibition
hall and now it was further
expanded with the construc-

tion of a new block with
two galleries, two halls for
the museum’s collection
in storage, offices for the
provincial directorate of ar-
chaeology.

The historic exhibition hall
was also renovated at that
time. He said Peshawar Mu-
seum has one of the largest
and most extensive collec-
tions of Gandhara art of the
Buddhist period and is con-
sidered to be one of the big-
gest collections of Buddhist
objects in the world.

He further informed that
the museum also contains
the largest collection of
Gautama Buddha, Buddhist
stone sculptures, terracotta
figurines, and other Bud-
dhist objects. - APP

ISLAMABAD: Raising ob-
jections to the petition,
seeking a probe into the
‘threatening letter’ re-
ceived by Prime Minister
Imran Khan, the Registrar
Office of the Supreme
Court (SC) on Saturday
rejected it, saying it was
non-maintainable. The
registrar said the petition
did not pertain to basic
human rights, and that it
could not be heard under
article 184/3 of the consti-
tution. Raising another ob-
jection, the registrar said
that the petitioner had not
approached the relevant
forum. The petition filed by
Naeemul Hassan Advocate
read that since according
to the letter, which the
prime minister had shown
to a large public gathering
in Islamabad on March 27,
there was a ‘foreign hand’
behind the opposition’s no-
trust motion, therefore the
Supreme Court put on hold
voting on the motion until
and unless probe into the
‘foreign connection’ was
not completed. The peti-
tioner also demanded the
formation of a commission
similar to the one formed
to investigate the Memo-
gate Scandal. And since it
was a sensitive issue and
of extreme importance, the
petition should be fixed for
the hearing today, the peti-
tioner prayed. DNA

Lok Virsa
promoting women
entrepreneurs

ISLAMABAD: Lok Virsa
was making efforts to pro-
mote women Entreprenuers
Skillfull work aiming to pro-
vide platform to showcase
their artistic skills.

Talking to APP, a senior
official of Lok Virsa Inayat
Ullah said a number of pro-
grams has been launched
for promoting women En-
treprenuers embroidery
works, crafting, sewing and
various other skills.

He said several women
came from Sindh province
showcasing the traditional
artwork to attract people
including foreign tourists
as there were many stalls
set up under the premises
of Lok Virsa. He further
informed that Lok Virsa
among pioneers to provide
individual platform specially
for women artists to work
independently.

He said in recent years, the
study of women entrepre-
neurship has experienced
great growth, gaining a
broad consensus among
academics and contributing
above all to understanding
all those factors that explain
the difficulty of women in
undertaking an entrepre-
neurial career. - APP

Youth demand to
restart sculpture
classes

ISLAMABAD: The emerg-
ing youth Wednesday de-
manded to restart sculpture
classes at Pakistan National
Council of Arts (PNCA) to
get and avail the opportuni-
ty under the supervision of
senior artists.

Talking to APP, an official
of PNCA Masroor Shah said
PNCA would again restart
sculpture classes to provide
platform to those interested
in such technique art.
Sculpture, an artistic form
in which hard or plastic
materials are worked into
three-dimensional art ob-
jects.

The designs may be embod-
ied in freestanding objects,
in reliefs on surfaces, or in
environments ranging from
tableaux to contexts that
envelop the spectator would
be taught.

Kuavam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: A Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was signed
between Institute of Policy Studies
(IPS) and Pakistan Blockchain In-
stitute (PBI) with an aim to foster
cooperation between the two or-
ganizations to promote ICT related
policy and governance, as well as to
spread awareness in the country over
especially

emerging technologies,
Blockchain.

The MoU was signed by IPS’ GM
Shahrukh
Founder/CEO of PBI Ahmad Manzo-
or, whereas the signing ceremony,
which was held at the former’s prem-
ises, was also attended by Khalid
Rahman, chairman IPS, Muhammad
Nasrullah, IPS’ advisor on ICT, and
Rizwan Saleem, a blockchain expert,
alongside the IPS’ research and man-
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The political crisis

;t: NEW, unprecedented saga debuted in the ongoing polit-

ical crisis Sunday. Deputy Speaker of National Assembly

Qasim Suri rejected the Vote of No Confidence Motion
moved by the joint opposition against Prime Minister Imran Khan,
citing Article 5 of the Constitution of Pakistan, under which loyal-
ty to the State was the basic duty of every citizen.
Deputy Speaker National Assembly Qasim Suri in a ruling
said the no-confidence motion should be in line with the Con-
stitution, laws and rules. “No foreign power has the right to
topple an elected government under any conspiracy. So I give
the ruling that no-confidence resolution is against the national
integrity and sovereignty and I give the ruling to disallow the
no-confidence resolution as per rules and law.” Earlier, Minis-
ter for Law Ch. Fawad Hussain asked the chair to determine
the admissibility of the no-confidence resolution as a foreign
conspiracy has been hatched against the elected government.
He said that Article 5 (1) was about the loyalty to State and
obedience to the Constitution and under which loyalty to the
State was the basic duty of every citizen.
Later in the day, President Dr Arif Alvi approved the advice of
Prime Minister Imran Khan to dissolve the National Assembly.
The president accorded his approval to the prime minister’s ad-
vice ‘under Article 58 (1) read with Article 48(1) of the Consti-
tution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan’, President Secretariat
Press Wing said in a press release.
Earlier, in a televised address to the nation, the prime minis-
ter announced that he had sent an advice to the president to
dissolve the assembly, paving way for holding of fresh election
in the country. Prime Minister Imran Khan reiterated that a
foreign interference had been made into the internal politics
of Pakistan as a plan for a no-confidence motion was orches-
trated outside. Addressing Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf leaders,
he said that in the National Security Committee’s meeting,
the country’s highest security body, it was also noted that a
foreign interference was made into the internal politics of the
country through a no-confidence motion.
He said minutes of the communique regarding a meeting between
the ambassador of Pakistan in the US and the US officials were
shared in the NSC’s meeting. The eyes of the nation now lie on
Supreme Court, where the case will be heard Monday. Whatever
the outcome maybe, the ways which could lead towards anarchy
and unrest must be avoided at all costs.
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Britain’s refugee policy

ORE than four million refugees have fled Ukraine since

Russia began its barbaric military campaign against the

Ukrainian people just over a month ago. It has been
described by the UN’s refugee agency as the fastest-growing
refugee crisis since the Second World War. Poland is host to al-
most 2.5 million refugees, Romania just over 600,000, Moldova
almost 400,000 and the whole of the EU has opened its borders
to Ukrainian refugees, with no visa required. In contrast, the UK
has issued fewer than 5,000 visas under the “Homes for Ukraine”
scheme, not even a sixth of the number of applications.
There are aspects of the government’s response to the crisis that
are to be commended, but on the worsening refugee situation it
has been astonishingly mean-spirited. In the early weeks, the only
refugee resettlement route was for Ukrainians with family settled in
the UK; at first, this only applied to immediate dependents, but now
includes extended family. People using this process have reported
significant delays, with family members having to finance extended
hotel stays in countries bordering Ukraine while they wait for the
Home Office bureaucracy to process visa applications.
Eventually, the government bowed to public pressure to do more.
Three weeks ago, it launched Homes for Ukraine, a scheme that
allows Ukrainians to come to the UK if they are matched with a
host to act as an individual sponsor for their visa and who can pro-
vide them with accommodation for at least six months (the host
will be paid £350 a month by the government to do so). Under this
scheme, refugees will get a three-year visa and be entitled to work
and use public services in the UK. Making cruel, inhumane and
inflexible bureaucracy an integral aspect of government policy in
order to try to drive down immigration and asylum numbers has
had dreadful consequences. It has led to people who are British
by any meaningful measure being denied basic rights and young
people who have spent the majority of their childhood in Britain
finding on turning 18 that they are not eligible for the same educa-
tional support as their peers. It has rendered the state incapable
of fulfilling its ethical obligations to people fleeing conflict and
torture in countries such as Syria, Afghanistan and Ukraine. In-
cremental reform will not do: the UK’s immigration and asylum
system needs to be dismantled and rebuilt from scratch.

The 2022 World Cup: Is Qatar

putting its best foot forward?

Indja’s recent
election results a
matter of concern

James Dorsey

Ms. Klaveness’ stirring
speech drew a fiery
response from Supreme
Committee secretary-
general Hassan Al-
Thawadi. “We’re not
seeking validation.
Legacy is being
delivered as we speak.
We’ve showcased to the
world what tournament

hosting can do,”
Mr. Al-Thawadi said

HIS is Qatar’s year to put its best foot

forward. A major producer of natural gas,

the tiny Gulf state is under the magnify-
ing glass as it enters the final phase of hosting
the 2022 World Cup later this year and emerges
as a potential part of efforts to reduce European
dependence on Russian energy. On balance, Qa-
tar looks like it has already succeeded, as much
on its own steam as with the help of its erstwhile
detractors in the Gulf and elsewhere in the Arab
world, including the United Arab Emirates and
Saudi Arabia. Over the past decade, much of the
attention has focused on labour rights in the
Gulf state as a result of world governing soccer
body FIFA’s awarding of the 2022 World Cup
hosting rights to Qatar in 2010.
Qatar remains a target of criticism by human

rights groups, despite implementing far-reaching
reforms of its kafala or labour sponsorship sys-
tem that long put workers at the mercy of their
employers. The criticism is rooted in the Gulf
state’s weak implementation of the reforms; a
problematic judicial system; a top-down, central-
ised decision-making process; and poor handling
of World Cup and sports-related incidents.

In the latest incident, The Guardian newspaper,
a pillar of critical coverage of the Qatari World
Cup, reported that migrant workers, a majority
of the population, had collectively paid billions of
dollars in illegal recruitment fees over the last
decade. Qatar outlawed burdening migrant work-
ers with recruitment fees as part of its reforms.
Qatar opened recruitment centres in eight la-
bour-supplying countries to ensure that recruit-
ment would meet ethical standards in line with
recommendations made by a Qatar Foundation
study. The centres have reduced the risk of em-
ployment terms in workers’ contracts being uni-
laterally changed but have been unable to curb
the levelling of recruitment fees.

To compensate for their inability, the Supreme
Committee for Delivery & Legacy, the Qatari or-
ganizer of the World Cup, has obliged companies
it contracts to repay the fees without workers
having to provide proof of payment. Companies
have so far pledged to repay roughly USD$28.5
million to some 49,000 workers, $22 million of
which have already been paid out.

It is a step the government could apply national-
ly with relative ease in an effort to demonstrate
sincerity and, more fundamentally, counter the
criticism. Similarly, in response to complaints
raised by human rights groups and others, the
government could also offer to compensate fam-
ilies of workers who die on construction sites.
None of these measures would put a dent in
Qatari budgets but would earn the Gulf state
immeasurable goodwill. “The migrant workers
injured or families of those who died in the
build-up to the World Cup should be cared for,”
said Lise Klaveness, the newly-elected presi-

dent of the Norwegian Football Federation, at
this week’s FIFA Congress in Doha. Ms. Klave-
ness’ stirring speech drew a fiery response from
Supreme Committee secretary-general Hassan
Al-Thawadi. “We’re not seeking validation. Leg-
acy is being delivered as we speak. We’ve show-
cased to the world what tournament hosting can
do,” Mr. Al-Thawadi said.

Nevertheless, Qatar hasn’t done itself any fa-
vours with its handling of the case of Abdullah
Ibhais, a Jordanian-Palestinian Supreme Com-
mittee communications executive, who opposed
putting a spin on a strike by migrant workers, in-
cluding some assigned to World Cup-related pro-
jects. The workers were on strike because their
salaries had not been paid.

Mr. Ibhais was subsequently accused of leak-
ing state secrets and awarding a social media
tender to a Turkish bidder in return for Turk-
ish citizenship. He asserts that he was forced
to sign a confession and was initially refused
access to a lawyer. Mr. Ibhais was sentenced
to five years in prison based on evidence that,
according to Human Rights Watch, was “vague,
circumstantial, and in some cases contradicto-
ry.” However, an appeals court subsequently
reduced his sentence to three years in jail.

In a statement, the Supreme Committee insisted
that the allegations against Mr. Ibhais had “mer-
it. The committee contended that the assertion
that the charges constitute retribution for “rais-
ing matters pertaining to workers’ welfare is
absolutely false.” In contrast to recurring rights
issues that cast a shadow over the Qatari World
Cup, Qatar garnered substantial goodwill during
the 3.5-year-long United Arab Emirates-Saudi-led
diplomatic and economic boycott designed to
force the Gulf state to subjugate itself to the will
of its detractors. Perceived as the underdog con-
fronted with demands that would have de facto
deprived it of its independence, Qatar was lauded
for its resilience and steadfastness that ultimate-
ly persuaded the UAE and Saudi Arabia to end
the boycott in January 2021.

Israel can’t complain about
violence when 1t provokes it

Ray Hanania
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US President Joe Biden
offered his condolences
to the families of
Hamarsheh’s victims,
and said there was a
“terrorist threat,” but
said nothing about
the Israeli murders
of the Palestinians
IOLENCE is not the answer to the end-
less conflict between Palestinians and
Israelis, and the loss of life is always re-
grettable and tragic regardless of the ethnicity or
nationality of the victims. But until there is a gen-

uine effort by Israel’s government to embrace
peace based on compromise, and to recognize

the rights of Palestinians as Palestinians have
recognized the rights of Israelis, no one should
be surprised that violence there continues.
Violence happens in every country and every city
in the world. You can reduce violence but it is a
fact that you can never stop it. Chicago, for exam-
ple, had nearly 800 homicides in 2021, or more
than 2 killings per day. And yet, unlike in Israel
and Palestine where violence is fueled by religion
and national identity, Chicago is not under a mili-
tary occupation that discriminates against people
based on religion and national origin.

Diaa Hamarsheh, 27, a Palestinian from the vil-
lage of Yabad in the Israeli-occupied West Bank,
was shot and killed by Israeli security forces last
week after he shot and killed five Israelis. Israel
immediately arrested Hamarsheh’s relatives and
will probably destroy his family’s home and prop-
erty, a practice that is just as criminal as anything
Hamarsheh may have done. The next day, Israeli
soldiers attacked a Palestinian refugee camp near
Jenin in the West Bank, and killed twoPalestinians
and wounded 14 others for protesting against the
raids. US President Joe Biden offered his condo-
lences to the families of Hamarsheh'’s victims, and
said there was a “terrorist threat,” but said noth-
ing about the Israeli murders of the Palestinians.
What'’s the difference between Hamarsheh killing
Israelis and the Israelis killing Palestinians?

Why is there violence? Israel refuses to engage
in negotiations to create a Palestinian state. In-
stead, it wants to continue to control the land it
occupied in 1967, and is weighing plans to annex
most of the West Bank to be a part of Israel.

Of course, when Israel says it will annex the
West Bank they are talking only about annexing
the land, whilecontinuing to exclude Palestinian
civilians. Israel will take the land but continue
to imprison Christians and Muslims in a racist

apartheid system, and deny them citizens’ rights.
In an atmosphere of state violence against mil-
lions of oppressed civilians who are denied equal
rights, would you not expect some of the op-
pressed to get angry, push back, and turn to vio-
lence? Violence isn’t just coming from Christian
and Muslim Arabs and Palestinians. It’s coming
from Jews and Israelis too. But when an Israeli
kills a Palestinian, the Israeli government slaps
the offender’s wrist with a mild punishment, or
often no punishment at all. They don’t arrest the
family members of Israeli terrorists. They don’t
destroy the homes of Israeli terrorists.
Even when Palestinians renounce violence, Is-
rael’s government turns to violence in order to
provoke more violence, as they did when Israeli
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin agreed to recog-
nize Palestinian statehood and entered into ne-
gotiations to reach a two-state solution. Before
the process got to the point of implementing a
genuine peace, Yigal Amir, a 25-year-old Jewish
settler fanatic inspired by former Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s extremist anti-peace rhet-
oric, murdered Rabin to stop the peace process.
In killing Rabin, Amir and the extremist politi-
cians whom inspired him killed the peace move-
ment and fueled more violence, which Israel’s
extremists use as the pretext to deny peace
or two states. Violence allows many Israelis to
justify in their own minds the continued theft
of Palestinian lands, the continued denial of
non-Jewish rights, and more importantly, to por-
tray themselves as the “victims” and not the op-
pressors that they are. If Israelis wants to avoid
more violence, they need to end their violence
first. Israel is the established recognized gov-
ernment in this conflict. The Palestinians are an
occupied and oppressed people.

— Courtesy: Arab News

Arif Rafiq

The elections in
Uttar Pradesh

— a state so
huge that it
would be the
world’s fifth-
most populous
country were
it independent
— are a leap...

TTAR Pradesh chief

Yogi Adityanath is a

radical Hindu cleric
who could one day lead the
world’s second-most populous
country with an iron fist.
Nearly 90 million voters took
part in the elections that came
to a close this month in India’s
Uttar Pradesh state, making
them the world’s largest subna-
tional elections. But as grand
a democratic exercise as they
were, their results are as deeply
ominous. The elections in Uttar
Pradesh — a state so huge that it
would be the world’s fifth-most
populous country were it inde-
pendent — are a leap forward in
India’s march toward becoming
an authoritarian, Hindu majori-
tarian state. The Hindu national-
ist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
which also rules at the centre
and in 17 states, won its second
consecutive Uttar Pradesh state
elections, breaking a cycle of
anti-incumbency that goes back
decades. The BJP’s victory is a
vote of confidence not just in the
party, but also in Yogi Adityanath,
a Hindu militant monk who has
served as the state’s chief minis-
ter for the past five years.
These elections enable Adit-
yanath to stay on as chief minis-
ter and bolster his national star
power. Many observers now
view him as the most likely suc-
cessor to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi later this decade.
Under Modi, democracy, civil
liberties, and secularism have
all backslid, and this has been
no surprise. Modi, after all,
oversaw deadly anti-Muslim
pogroms as chief minister of
the state of Gujarat in 2002.
Many voted for Modi precisely
because they saw him as a mus-
cular Hindu nationalist leader
intent on dismantling the coun-
try’s secular system.
But as bad as Modi has been for
Indian secularism and the rights
of Christian and Muslim minor-
ities, Adityanath is expected to
be far worse; he represents an
even more pernicious brand of
the Hindu nationalist ideology
in India known as Hindutva.
Before coming into office,
Adityanath founded a violent,
anti-Muslim vigilante group,
the Hindu Yuva Vahini. Mil-
itants from the group have
been involved in numerous
incidents targeting Muslims,
including arson, attempted
rape, murder, and rioting.
Adityanath was once jailed for

inciting anti-Muslim riots. He
also called for a “religious war”
and the abduction of Muslim
women to avenge Hindu wom-
en marrying Muslim men. As
chief minister, he has promoted
a conspiracy theory that falsely
claims that Muslim men woo
Hindu women in order to trick
them into converting to Islam.
Adityanath is also keen on eras-
ing the Muslim cultural influence
on India. He’s renamed numer-
ous Indian cities that have had
Muslim or Islamic names, giving
them ones associated with the
Hindu tradition. Adityanath has
even claimed that the iconic Taj
Mahal — the Islamic mausoleum
that is India’s single-largest tour-
ist attraction — “does not reflect
Indian culture.”

A man like Adityanath leading
India in the future puts the
country’s nuclear weapons at
risk, especially at a time when
New Delhi is loosening its nu-
clear doctrine and coming clos-
er to abandoning its “no-first-
use” nuke policy. Now, even if
Adityanath’s national ascent
ultimately stalls, the future of
India’s Muslims is grim.

In Uttar Pradesh, the BJP has
retooled its political strate-
gy, preserving its anti-Muslim
rhetoric and Hindu nationalism
while incorporating generous
cash handouts to compensate
for its poor handling of the econ-
omy and the Covid-19 pandemic.
Radical Hindu nationalism is now
mainstream in India. The coun-
try could soon pass the point of
no return if it has not already.
It remains to be seen wheth-
er America and other Western
countries will change course
and take a stand on democracy
and human rights in India before
it is too late. Successive US ad-
ministrations have been averse
to holding India accountable for
violations of religious freedom,
even in symbolic ways.

The US Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom
has already recommended that
India be put on a list of “coun-
tries of particular concern”
for religious freedom, but the
State Department opted not
to do so, despite the grave
threats to Christians and Mus-
lims from state-linked actors.
Today, Washington is facing the
critical challenge of taking In-
dia, its supposed ally, to task —
be it through the designation of
India as a violator of religious
freedoms or the sanctioning of
Indian officials and ruling party
members who have orchestrated
religious violence, including the
anti-Muslim pogroms that took
place during President Donald
Trump’s 2020 visit. Or, it can
sit back and witness the world’s
second-most populous country
transition into a majoritarian
autocracy. The Biden adminis-
tration claims that human rights
are a cornerstone of its foreign
policy. But these claims will be
proven hollow if it continues to
look away from India’s descent —
not only are religious minorities
at risk, but so too is America’s
credibility as a defender of de-
mocracy and freedom.

— Courtesy: TRT World
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Elahi said the session of the
assembly was adjourned
following an “attack” by the
opposition MPAs on the
treasury lawmakers.

“Our members went to the
lawmakers who were elected
on PTI tickets to bring them
to their designated sitting area
but in the meanwhile the oth-
er [opposition] side attacked
them. The deputy speaker
had no choice and he ad-
journed the session till April 6
at 11.30am,” Elahi told report-
ers outside the Punjab Assem-
bly. He blamed the opposition
for causing a ruckus and dis-
rupting the proceedings.

To a question about gover-
nor Punjab’s sacking, the
PML-Q leader said he has
had good relations with Sar-
war since 2000, adding “I
will not say anything about
him.” He insisted that the
government had the num-
bers required [to elect a
new chief minister].

Elahi said dissident PTI
members Aleem Khan and Ja-
hangir Tareen were now “lost
and rudderless”, adding the
latter “must now happily stay
in London”. He told journal-
ists that the situation would
get clear by April 6. Ahead of
today’s Punjab Assembly ses-
sion, the press gallery of the
assembly was locked, barring
journalists from covering the
proceedings.

The PA session took place
at the same time when a Na-
tional Assembly session was
to vote on a no-confidence
motion against Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan. In the end,
neither of the two votes took
place as the no-trust move
in the NA was dismissed
by Deputy Speaker Qasim
Khan Suri, who deemed the
resolution in contradiction of
Article 5 of the Constitution.

Maryam
for trying
Khan under
Article 6

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Muslim League Nawaz
(PML-N) Vice President
Maryam Nawaz Sharif de-
claring Imran Khan's act
a ‘suicide’ has tweeted for
trying him under Article 6.
She said in four different
tweets on Sunday that Im-
ran Khan has committed su-
icide today by dissolving the
National Assembly.

Maryam shared a photo of
Imran Khan with his aides
in another tweet and said,
“Mark their faces. This is
the group, the mafia that
has attacked and abrogated
the constitution of the Is-
lamic Republic of Pakistan.
She also urged that they all
must be tried under article
6 for violating the consti-
tution. In her third tweet,
she said no one should be
allowed to distort the consti-
tution of Pakistan to save his
seat. Using some aggressive
language for the opponent,
she said if this person is
not punished for the crime,
then the law of the jungle
will prevail in Pakistan.

Fazl terms
dissolving of

NA unlawful

ISLAMABAD: Jamiat Ule-
ma-e-Islam Fazl and Paki-
stan Democratic Movement
chief Maulana Fazl-ur-Re-
hman Sunday termed the
move of dissolving National
Assembly (NA) unconsti-
tutional. He said after the
placement of no confidence
motion, Prime Minister Im-
ran Khan had no legal right
to break the assembly.

He also made it clear that
former NA Deputy Speak-
er Qasim Khan Suri had
given an illegitimate ruling
against the no confidence
motion in the wake of an ir-
relevant letter and by quot-
ing the reference of former
NA Speaker Asad Qaiser.
He said the Opposition parties
had also submitted a ‘no trust
motion’ against Asad Qaiser in
the Parliament. Maulana Fazl
said Pakistan TehreekeInsaf
chief Imran Khan had pushed
the country towards the new
political crisis. He said that
the Opposition had repeatedly
informed the nation that Imran
Khan had entered in the corri-
dors of power through illegal
means and ran away in the
same way. He said the nation
had never experienced such an
insanity particularly from a re-
sponsible position in the histo-
ry. The Prime Minister had left
the dictators behind with this il-
legal act, he said adding that he
had not lost but run away from
the humiliation. - APP

Women’s WC final; Australia
outclass England to take title

Sciver was 148 not out when England were finally bowled out for 285, spinners
Alana King and Jess Jonassen takmg three wickets apiece in Australia’s 71-run win

DNA

CHRISTCHURCH: Austral-
ia underlined their status
as the premier international
sports team on the planet by
outclassing England to win
the Women’s World Cup.
The Australians shattered
records in Christchurch on
their way to adding the 50-
over title to the T20 World
Cup and Ashes crowns they
already hold.

Alyssa Healy crashed an
astonishing 170 from 138
balls, the highest score
in either a women’s or
men’s World Cup final.
Her partnership of 160
with Rachael Haynes and
Australia’s total of 356-
5 are also women’s final
bests, the latter a record
for any team against Eng-
land. England, who were
huge underdogs to defend
the title they won in 2017,
will rue their decision
to field first in perfect
batting conditions. They
also dropped Healy and
Haynes in the same over.

Faced with such a mam-
moth chase, England lost
wickets too regularly to
ever be in contention, but
Nat Sciver batted with

authority for a century of
her own.

Sciver was 148 not out when
England were finally bowled
out for 285, spinners Alana

ng and Jess Jonassen tak-
ing three wickets apiece in
Australia’s 71-run win.

It was a disappointing end
to an England turnaround

AOTEAROA* NZ 2022

that saw them reach the fi-
nal despite losing their first
three games of the tourna-
ment. Meanwhile, awesome
Australia were crowned

world champions for the
seventh time with a perfect
record of nine wins from
nine matches.

The suspicion was that Eng-
land would need everything
to go their way in order to
beat an Australia side that
entered the final with only
one defeat in their previous
38 one-day internationals.
For as much as England -
and Australia - favour chas-
ing, it seemed like a gift
for Heather Knight to give
away the opportunity to bat
first. The defending cham-
pions passed up the chance
to post a score that might
have pressured the Austral-
ians, who dictated terms
throughout.

England did not bowl par-
ticularly badly, but the
dropped catches were a
hammer blow. By the end,
Healy was playing some
outrageous strokes, scoring
runs at will. Despite Sciv-
er’s wonderful innings, the
contest was effectively over
at the interval, the most
dramatic World Cup ever
denied the final it deserved.

Man City relishing
propr battle’ for title
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BURNLEY: Liverpool are on a dan-
gerous run of form in the Premier
League but Manchester City will do
everything they can to stay one step
ahead, City manager Pep Guardiola
said on Saturday as the title race heats

up in the final weeks of the season.

Liverpool's 2-0 victory over Watford in
the day's early kickoff moved Juergen-
Klopp's side to the summit for a few
hours before City beat Burnley 2-0
to reclaim top spot and move a point
clear. The results set up a mouth-wa-
tering clash between City and Liver-
pool next Sunday in a game that could

decide the title race.

"The next Premier League game we
will play against Liverpool so we know
they are going to win almost all the
games — hopefully not the next one —
but we will try to do the same," Guar-
diola told reporters.

"When you arrive in May challenging
to lift the title it means you have had
an incredible season. Being here is be-
cause we work a lot and we have done
that every single season.

"That is a lot of credit for the whole
organisation. We will fight. The oppo-
nent is so tough and good, but they
said we will make a proper battle and
we accept that."
were neck and neck in similar fashion
in the 2018-19 season as both teams
put together winning runs before
Guardiola's side clinched the title by a
point on the final day.

"People say 'experience' when you are
old but it works when you get good les-
sons and you learn from them. What
you have done in the past doesn't
mean it will happen again," Guardiola
added. "Every game will be like this.
We need to play these games with this
target and we will try."

City and Liverpool

Real, Atletico get
set for Champions
League tests

MADRID: Karim Benzema and Joao Felix ensured Real Ma-
drid and Atletico Madrid claimed morale-boosting victories
in La Liga on Saturday before facing the Premier League's
heavyweights next week in the Champions League quar-
ter-finals. Benzema missed one penalty but scored two as
Real Madrid defeated Celta Vigo 2-1 to get back to winning
ways ahead of Wednesday's crunch meeting with Chelsea.
And Atletico Madrid sailed past Alaves 4-1 before their trip
to Pep Guardiola's Manchester City on Tuesday, the in-form
Felix scoring twice, with Luis Suarez adding a brace of his
own after coming on as a substitute.

Felix now has seven goals in his last eight games for Atletico
and the 22-year-old is likely to be key if Diego Simeone's
men are to spring a surprise against City and reach the
semi-finals. "We go with confidence but with our feet on the
ground as well because we know it will be very tough game,"
said Felix. Madrid's victory at Balaidos will calm any nerves
in La Liga's title race too, allowing the leaders to draw a line
under their thrashing at the hands of a resurgent Barcelona
before the international break. And, despite an imperfect
performance, the win should restore confidence ahead of
the first leg away at Chelsea, with Thomas Tuchel's side
now recovering from a humiliation of their own, after they
were earlier thumped 4-1 at home by Brentford. Chelsea,
who outplayed Real Madrid over two semi-final legs last
year, will be a much sterner test than Celta and Carlo Ance-
lotti's side will almost certainly not have the benefit of being
awarded three penalties at Stamford Bridge.

"I don't know if we deserved to win, I had to make two
big saves in the first half," said Real 'keeper ThibautCour-
tois. "But winning is important. Chelsea lost today at
home so they will want to come back strong on Wednes-
day. We have to give more. We lacked a bit of intensity
today and we can't do that because that's one of Chelsea's
strengths. We have to be aggressive." - Agencies

Swiatek’s

Afghanistan name Younis,
ﬁlll as consultants
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KABUL: Afghanistan have appointed former Pakistan
players Younis Khan and Umar Gul as batting and bowl-
ing consultants respectively for their training camp in
the United Arab Emirates, the country’s cricket board
(ACB) said. Former captain Younis retired from interna-
tional cricket in 2017 and later took up coaching, working
briefly as the batting coach of Pakistan.

Gul retired in 2020 before taking up a bowling coach
role with Pakistan Super League team Quetta Gladia-
tors the following year. “Younis Khan and Omar Gul
have rich experience of international cricket and I am
sure they will help our boys overcome the concerns
they have got in the batting and bowling departments,”
said Naseeb Khan, CEO of ACB.

On Tuesday, the board appointed former England batsman
Graham Thorpe as their head coach, replacing South Afri-
can Lance Klusener. Afghanistan are training in the UAE to
prepare for their upcoming international matches.

dream season

continues with Miami win

MIAMI: Iga  Swiatek's
dream season continued as
the incoming world number
one scooped her third suc-
cessive WTA 1000 title to
beat Naomi Osaka in the Mi-
ami Open final on Saturday.
The Polish 20-year-old be-
came only the fourth - and
youngest - player to win the
"Sunshine Double" of Indi-
an Wells and Miami in the
same year following Steffi
Graf, Kim Cljisters and Vic-
toria Azarenka with a 6-4,
6-0 win over Osaka.
Swiatek, who will be formal-
ly confirmed as world num-
ber one when the new WTA
rankings are announced on
Monday, has now won 17
straight games, a winning
streak that includes titles in
Doha, Indian Wells and now
Miami. Osaka, 24, enjoyed a
welcome return to form in
Florida even if the four-time
Grand Slam champion's
first final since the Australi-
an Open in 2021 ended in a
comprehensive defeat.

"l feel privileged to be
among those players who
have done this double be-
fore, I knew it would be
tough playing these tourna-

ments in a row but I took it
step by step," said Swiatek,
who won her maiden Grand
Slam at the French Open
in 2020 as a 19-year-old
and will be the favorite to
win another Roland Garros
crown next month on her
favored surface.

"I was in the zone in the sec-
ond set - that's the easiest
way for me to be dominant.
I was surprised I could han-

dle all these matches. "I am
still the same person though.
My idols were like that and
I don't want the success to
change me in a negative way.
It gives me confidence.” Swi-
atek headed into a seventh
career final on the back of 16
straight wins - the last player
to win 16 or more in a row
was Osaka, between Cincin-
nati in 2020 and last year's
Miami Open. Osaka has been

“1GA SWIATEK ™= i

2022 WOMEN'S CHAMPION

serving well this tournament
but was broken by Swiatek to
make it 3-2 in the first and be-
gan to look vulnerable. The
former French Open cham-
pion is one of the finest re-
turners in the women's game
and even though Osaka was
attempting to aggressively
jump upon Swiatek's sec-
ond serve, her opponent
was far more consistent
and clinical overall. - APP

sales: A number game in IT sector of Pakistan

The internet has generally become more widely available throughout the country, laying down
the seeds for the newly discovered IT industry in Pakistan. New businesses and startups are
being built every single day with a new and improved technologically driven business model

Sana Hasan &
Dua Sipiqqur

ALES, as we all know, is a
numbers game. The more

you have out there, the
etter, so we all know sales is a
numbers game, right? However,
we have no clue what numbers
we need to know or even follow.
What are the figures that every-
one is referring to? Are we look-
ing at the incorrect numbers as a
sales manager? “Do not worry!”

how many times have you heard
or said? I have got much stuff
waiting for me out there!” That
is fantastic! Is anyone, however,
actually paid on pending? That
is the catch, and it is also why
you should be conscious of the
figures you are looking at.

Numbers and data are a part of
the sales world. A salesperson
can crunch and spin numbers,
observe and analyze trends, and
make decisions accordingly. The
companies’ sales department is
always trying to figure out the

various activities and the volume
required to achieve a sale. An ef-
fective salesperson would iden-
tify the number of dials needed
to reach a potential client, the
number of contacts to get to an
appointment, and the number of
appointments that will lead to a
sale. Companies observe the ra-
tios, average PKR per deal, and
other sales associated costs.

In the past few years, Paki-
stan has seen exponential de-
velopment in its Information
technology infrastructure.This

The

sector contributes about 1% of
GDP of Pakistan at about 3.5
billion USD.

internet has generally
become more widely availa-
ble throughout the country,
laying down the seeds for the
newly discovered IT industry
in Pakistan. New businesses
and startups are being built
every single day with a new
and improved technologically
driven business model.

The market is incredibly com-
petitive, each software house

and Fintech company is fight-
ing for market share in the
growing industry. Sales have
been an imperative metric of
performance, there is exces-
sive focus on gaining market
share rather than profitability.
Reaching a wide audience is in-
credibly important. Sacrificing
profits today, to maximize sales
has become an increasingly im-
plemented strategy.

— The contributors of this

article are students of
SZABIST Islamabad.

Ayaz Sadig
chairs
opposition’s
NA session
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ISLAMABAD: The joint op-
position on Sunday held its
own session of the National
Assembly. Former speaker
and PML-N leader Sardar
Ayaz Sadiq presided over
the meeting as Speaker,
while Murtaza Javed Abba-
si announced the panel of
chairs. As the session be-
gan, Leader of Opposition
in National Assembly and
PML-N president Shehbaz
Sharif addressed the opposi-
tion’s NA session.

The national assembly sec-
retariat switched off the mi-
crophones of Lower of the
Parliament. Symbolic speak-
er Ayaz Sadiq gave his ruling
against the ruling of Deputy
Speaker Qasim Suri while
holding the seat of Speaker.
The symbolic speaker while
rejecting Qasim Suri’s rul-
ing said that it was against
the constitution.

Earlier, opposition’s hopes
of ousting the premier were
dashed after Deputy Speak-
er of the National Assembly
Qasim Suri rejected no-con-
filence motion against
Prime  Minister Imran
Khan, terming it against Ar-
ticle 5 of the Constitution.
Shortly after the session be-
gan, Information Minister
Fawad Chaudhry said that
loyalty to the state was the
basic duty of every citizen
under Article 5.

“On March 7, our official
ambassador was invited to
a meeting attended by the
representatives of other
countries. The meeting
was informed that a mo-
tion against PM Imran was
being presented,” Fawad
Chaudhry said. “We were
told that relations with Pa-
kistan were dependent on
the success of the no-confi-
dence motion. We were told
that if the motion fails, then
the upcoming path for Paki-
stan would be very difficult.
This is an operation for a
regime change by a foreign
government,” he alleged.

Rasheed for
dissolution

of KP, Punjab
assemblies

Kuavam ABBASI

ISLAMABAD: Former
Interior Minister Sheikh
Rasheed Ahmed on Sunday
said it was his desire that
the provincial assemblies
of Punjab and Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa (KP) might also
be dissolved along with the
National Assembly.
Addressing a press confer-
ence here, he said after de-
tailed deliberations, it was
decided to opt for early gen-
eral elections. Imran Khan
would remain prime minis-
ter for next 15 days and the
general elections would be
held within 90 days.

Sheikh Rasheed expressed
the hope that Imran Khan
would win the next general
elections with a two thirds
majority. He said he had
advised the prime minister
to impose emergency, but
Imran Khan did not approve
it. The opposition move had
made Imran Khan more
popular among the masses,
he added. He said he had al-
ready vacated his office and
was shifting to Room-11 of
the Old Hostel.

‘Speaker’s
ruling can’t
be challenged

in court’

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf leader
Chaudhry Fawad Hussain
on Sunday said the ruling
given in the National As-
sembly for the rejection
of no-trust motion earlier
in the day was “final” and
could not be challenged in
any court of law.

Talking to the media out-
side the Supreme Court
building, he said the NA
speaker’s ruling came after
completion of the constitu-
tional process over the no-
trust motion. “Currently,
there is no no-confidence
motion in the Parliament,”
he said, adding President
Dr Arif Alvi had dissolved
the National Assembly on
the advice of Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan.

He said the election would
be held in the country with-
in 90 days. “A letter is being
written to the former oppo-
sition leader [in the NA] to
seek their names for the in-
terim government,” the PTI
leader added.

He said the opposition par-
ties seemed to be afraid of
the elections. Their fear
for the early election was
beyond understanding, he
added. - APP



01

BuUsINESS / WORLD

Iskmabal POST

Monday, April 04, 2022

Briefs

INZERKI (Maroco): Mo-
rocco’s village of Inzerki
is proud to claim it has the
world’s oldest and larg-
est collective beehive, but
instead of buzzing with
springtime activity, the col-
onies have collapsed amid
crippling drought.
Beekeeper Brahim Chatoui
says he has lost almost a
third of his hives in just two
months - and he is not alone.
“At this time of year, this area
would normally be buzzing
with bees,” said Chatoui, sweat-
ing under a blazing springtime
sun. “Today, they're dying at a
terrifying rate.”

The North African kingdom
has seen a dramatic spike in
mass die-offs of the critical pol-
linators, a phenomenon called
“colony collapse disorder”.
Worldwide, experts say such
sudden mass deaths of bees
are often linked to the de-
struction of nature and the
rampant use of pesticides.
But authorities in Moroc-
co say these collapses are
caused by the worst drought
to hit the country in 40
years, which has decimated
the plants on which bees
rely for food.

The crisis is so acute that
the government released
130 million dirhams ($13
million), to support bee-
keepers and investigate the
cause of the bee deaths.
Morocco’s National Food Safe-
ty Office, which carried out the
investigation, ruled out disease
as a reason. — APP

Pakistani
peacekeepers
are ‘valiant
heroes’

UNITED NATIONS, Apr 03
(APP):Pakistan’s  Ambassa-
dor to the United Nations
(UN), Munir Akram, has paid
high tributes to the six ‘val-
iant’ Pakistani peacekeepers
who made the ultimate sacri-
fice for the cause of peace in
the Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC) as their bodies
were repatriated from Goma,
the capital of North Kivu
province, on Saturday.

“I salute the commitment of
our brave sons - the fallen
peacekeepers from Pakistan
in D R Congo,” he wrote on
the Twitter.

“They made the supreme
sacrifice in the service of
peace and to support the
Congolese people. They
are Pakistan’s valiant he-
roes and will stay forever
in the nation’s thoughts
and prayers,” Ambassador
Akram added. - APP

‘One dead in
Baku night-
club blast’

BAKU: One person was
killed and 37 others injured
in an explosion at a night-
club in Azerbaijan’s capital
early Sunday, the prosecu-
tor general said.

“One person, a 43-year-old
employee was killed,” the
prosecutor general was quot-
ed as saying by the Russian
news agency RIA Novosti.
“Thirty-seven others were in-
jured, of whom four are in a
serious condition,” the state-
ment said. RIA Novosti quot-
ed medical sources as saying
that an Italian and a Senega-
lese citizen were among the
casualties. The blast, which
occurred at 3:00 am (2300
GMT), was caused by a leak
from a tank of liquefied gas
stored in the nightclub, ac-
cording to the national gas
utility, Azerigas. — APP

Sri Lanka protesters defy curfew
after social media blackout

COLOMBO): Armed troops
in Sri Lanka blocked a
Sunday opposition protest
march staged in defiance
of an emergency curfew to
protest the island nation’s
worsening economic crisis,
after authorities imposed
a social media blackout to
contain public dissent.

The South Asian island na-
tion is facing severe short-
ages of food, fuel and other
essentials, along with sharp
price rises and crippling pow-

er cuts, in its most painful
downturn since independ-
ence from Britain in 1948.
President Gotabaya Ra-
japaksa imposed a state of
emergency on Friday, the
day after a crowd attempted
to storm his home in the
capital Colombo, and a na-
tionwide curfew is in effect
until Monday morning.

The Samagi Jana Balawegaya
(SJB), Sri Lanka’s main op-
position alliance, denounced
a social media blockade

imposed Sunday to quell in-
tensifying public demonstra-
tions, and said it was time for
the government to tender its
resignation.

Armed troops moved to
stop a protest by more than
one hundred opposition
lawmakers and supporters
attempting to march to
the capital’s Independence
Square from the home of
opposition leader Sajith
Premadasa.

“President Rajapaksa bet-

ter realise that the tide has
already turned on his auto-
cratic rule,” SJB lawmaker
Harsha de Silva told AFP.
Fellow SJB legislator Eran
Wickramaratne said the spi-
ralling situation raised the
prospects of martial law.
“We can’t allow a military
takeover,” he said. “They
should know we are still a
democracy.”

Anonymous activists had
called for mass protests Sun-
day on social media before

the ban order went into ef-
fect. There was a heavy pres-
ence of troops elsewhere in
the capital as the curfew was
strictly enforced.

News photographers were
denied access to Independ-
ence Square, a popular ven-
ue for demonstrations in
Colombo.

Overnight, however, hun-
dreds defied the curfew and
staged small demonstra-
tions in various Colombo
neighbourhoods and dis-

persed peacefully, police
and residents said.
Facebook, YouTube,
Twitter, Instagram and
WhatsApp were among the
platforms shut down Sun-
day on the orders of de-
fence authorities, internet
service providers told their
subscribers.

Private media outlets re-
ported that the chief of Sri
Lanka’s internet regulator
resigned after the order
went into effect. - APP

China reports
13,000 cases

SHANGHALI: China report-
ed 13,000 Covid cases on
Sunday, the most since the
peak of the first pandemic
wave over two years ago,
as health officials said they
have found a suspected new
subtype of the Omicron var-
iant in the Shanghai area.
China’s “zero-Covid” strat-
egy is under extreme pres-
sure as the virus whips
across the country.

Until March, China had suc-
cessfully kept the daily case-
load down to double or triple
digits, with hard, localised
lockdowns, mass testing and
travel restrictions.

But cases have surged over
recent weeks to thousands
each day, especially in the
outhreak epicentre of Shang-
hai, where streets were eerily
empty on Sunday as 25 mil-
lion people stayed in under
lockdown orders.

Officials in Suzhou, a city 30
minutes west of Shanghai,
have detected a mutation
of the Omicron variant not
found in local or internation-
al databases, state media re-
ported on Sunday.

“This means a new variant
of Omicron has been discov-
ered locally,” Xinhua said,
citing health official Zhang
Jun, deputy director of the
Suzhou Center for Disease
Control and Prevention.

The current outbreak is
also testing the patience of
the Chinese towards tough
restrictions, at a time when
much of the world has re-
opened.

On Sunday, the 1.5 million
residents of Baicheng in
northeast China joined the
ranks of tens of millions
of other Chinese who have
endured some form of lock-
down over the last month,
disrupting work and damag-
ing the economy.

China recorded 13,146 cas-
es on Sunday, the National
Health Commission said in
a statement, with “no new
deaths” reported.

It is the country’s highest
daily infection tally since
mid-February 2020.

Nearly 70 percent of the na-
tional caseload was found in
Shanghai, the commission
said, after mass testing the me-
tropolis’ 25 million residents.
City authorities have con-
ceded they are struggling
to contain the outbreak,
with thousands now in state
quarantine and reports cir-
culating of health workers
being stretched.

Vice Premier Sun Chunlan
urged “resolute and swift
moves” to snuff out the
outbreak after a visit to
Shanghai, Xinhua reported
Sunday. - APP

Lithuania completely
ends Russian
gas imports

VILNIUS: The president of
Lithuania announced that
the Baltic state has com-
pletely ended gas imports
from Russia amid Moscow’s
war on Ukraine.

“From this month on - no
more Russian gas in Lith-
uania,” President Gitanas
Nauseda wrote on Twitter.
“Years ago my country
made decisions that today
allow us with no pain to
break energy ties with the
aggressor. If we can do it,
the rest of Europe can do it
too!” he added.

Energy Minister Dainius
Kreivys supported the pres-
ident’s announcement.
“The energy independence
strategy launched in 2009
has reached one of its final
stages today — not a single
molecule of Russian gas
will enter the (Lithuani-
an) gas system,” Kreivys
wrote on Twitter. “(Lith-
uanian) gas needs will be
fully met by the Klaipeda
LNG terminal. Lithuania
will not buy any gas from
an aggressor state.”

The Energy Ministry said:
“Seeking full energy inde-
pendence from Russian gas,
in response to Russia’s ener-
gy blackmail in Europe and
the war in Ukraine, Lithuania
has completely abandoned

Russian gas: Lithuania’s gas
transmission  system has
been operating without Rus-
sian gas imports since the
beginning of this month.”
The statement cited
Kreivys, who said it was “a
turning point in the history
of Lithuania’s energy inde-
pendence.”

“We are the first EU coun-
try among Gazprom’s sup-
ply countries to gain inde-
pendence from Russian
gas supplies, and this is the
result of a multiyear coher-
ent energy policy and time-
ly infrastructure decisions,”
he said, according to the
statement.

The ministry also de-
scribed Russia’s “mean-
ingless” demand to pay for
gas in rubles.

“Gas in transit through
Lithuania continues to be
transported for the needs
of Konigsberg, but in a dif-
ferent technical mode than
usual, ensuring only the
transfer of the amount of
gas required for transit,”
the statement added.
Russian energy company Gaz-
prom officially informed cus-
tomers Friday with regards to
new payment conditions for
Russian gas while stating that
deliveries as of today must be
paid in rubles. — APP

Metro-driver receives

prize of outstanding
CPEC staff member

DNA

ISLAMABAD: Orange Line
Metro-driver ~ Muhammad
Shah Zareen Khan who
received prize as an out-
standing CPEC staff mem-
ber says he is proud of his
work, according to a report
published by Gwadar Pro
on Sunday.

The year 2016 was the
darkest period for him. The
aggravating illness of his
mother and mounting med-
ical expenses put him under
considerable pressure.

“I had lost my father, and I
couldn’t imagine what life
would be like without my
mother”, Muhammad re-
called when talking to Gwa-
dar Pro.

In dire need of a well-paid
job, Muhammad Shah Za-
reen Khan, hailing from
Sharaq pur, a small city of
Punjab, joined the Orange
Line Metro Train project
which was launched in Sep-
tember 2015.

His main job was to drive
the Chinese officials to and
from the meeting venues
and the airports.

Focus, control, and speed,
Muhammad Shah Zareen
Khan shuttles in the Lahore
city, with views outside the
window flashing by.

He is no stranger to the
fleeting scenery. As a vet-
eran driver and a travelling
enthusiast, he had driven
around the northern area
of the province numerous

times. From twisting moun-
tain roads to deep valleys,
he feasted his eyes on the
splendid scenery in nature.
When asked about the most
difficult part of driving, he
said, “to make the right at
every crossroad”.

“My interest in driving was
developed in college, when
I drove the school van for
three to four years. That
was the point I learned to
manage difficulties in life

responsibly because I had
to pick or drop children
from school or home at any
cost”, Muhammad told Gwa-
dar Pro.

Having learned how to drive
25 years ago, Muhammad
didn’t go into this profes-
sion right after graduation.
In an agriculture-based
country, Muhammad tried
different professions, from
farmer, to pesticide seller,
to shop keeper.

“For me, it is an inspiring
experience to get exposed
to various landscape and
people through working
and travelling. It also helps
with my driving, because to
be a driver is not all about
manipulating a car. It’s also
about getting in touch with
different people from differ-
ent backgrounds and feeling
the impulses of the city”,
Muhammad said.

Macron calls for

PARIS: French President
Emmanuel Macron called
on tens of thousands of
cheering but increasingly
nervous supporters to help
him win a second term as
he held his first election
campaign rally on Saturday
just a week from the start of
voting.

According to polls, far-
right rival Marine Le Pen
is gathering momentum
and threatening what once
seemed an almost unassail-
able position of strength for
Macron, a pro-business cen-
trist elected in 2017.

“The mobilisation is now,
the battle is now!” was how
Macron concluded a two-
and-a-half hour speech at a
stadium west of the capital.
“I don’t want either arro-
gance or defeatism, I want a
general mobilisation.

He cast the election as a
fight between his camp in
the political mainstream and

farright “extremists”, calling
it “a battle between progress
and turning back, a battle
between patriotism and Eu-
rope, and nationalism.”

In keeping with claims that
the rally would be modelled
on sports events, the 44-year-
old entered the room to
pumping music and fireworks
before taking to a stage set
up like a boxing ring in the
middle of the floor.

For most of his speech, he
dwelt on what he saw as his

‘mobilisation’ at
first rally as French polls tighten

biggest achievements in of-
fice - lower unemployment
and taxes, higher spending
for security - and his plans
for a second five-year term.

But the conclusion saw him
turn his fire on antiimmigra-
tion Le Pen and farright for-
mer TV pundit Eric Zemmour
- without ever naming them.

“The danger of extremism
has reached new heights be-
cause in recent months and
years, hatred, alternative
truths have been normal-

ised. We’ve got used to it,”
he warned.

Two new polls published
Saturday suggested Macron
and Le Pen would finish top
in the first round of voting
on April 10, with Macron
triumphing in the run-off on
April 24 by 53-47 percent.
“Look at what happened
with Brexit, and so many
other elections: what looked
improbable actually hap-
pened,” Macron warned,
referring to Britain’s shock
decision to leave the EU
in 2016 that most pollsters
failed to foresee.

“I tell you here tonight with
a lot of certainty: nothing is
impossible,” he added.
Among those in the crowd, a
mix of all ages mostly drawn
from France’s professional
and educated classes, most
expressed confidence that
Macron would prevail despite
the finalweek dynamic in fa-
vour of Le Pen. - APP

Russia says
it hits oil
refinery

MOSCOW: The Russian
armed forces hit an oil re-
finery and fuel depots near
the port city of Odessa in
southern Ukraine, the Rus-
sian Defense Ministry said
on Sunday.

“This morning, an oil re-
finery and three fuel and
lubricants depots providing
fuel to the Ukrainian army
in the Nikolaev direction
were destroyed near Odessa
with high-precision sea and
airlaunched missiles,” Igor
Konashenkov, a Defense
Ministry spokesman, told
journalists.

Since the beginning of the
“special military operation”
in  Ukraine, Konashenkov
claimed, Russia’s aerospace
forces have destroyed 125
warplanes, 88 helicopters, 383
drones of Ukrainian forces, 221
surface-to-air missile systems,
1,903 tanks and other armored
combat vehicles, 207 multi-
pledaunch rocket systems, 805
field artillery armaments and
mortars, as well as 1,781 units
of special military automotive
equipment.

The Russian war against
Ukraine, which started Feb.
24, has been met with inter-
national outrage, with the
EU, US, and Britain, among
others, implementing tough
financial sanctions on Mos-
cow. — APP

Serb President
voices hope
for victory

Foreign Desk

BELGRADE: Voicing hope
for victory in elections, Ser-
bian President Aleksandar
Vucic said on Sunday that
people will choose a good
future for themselves.

After casting his vote in
the capital Belgrade for
presidential, parliamentary
and local elections, Vucic
said: “I am confident that
people will choose a good
future for themselves, their
families, and their children.
I believe that citizens will
choose continued economic
progress. As far as I have
heard, there has been no
problem so far. I personally
have a meaningful and im-
portant expectation of victo-
ry. I think everyone will get
what they deserve.”
Meanwhile, the presidential
candidate of the opposition
“United for the Victory of
Serbia”, Zdravko Ponos,
said he expected the elec-
tions would mark the begin-
ning of more normal rela-
tions in society and the end
of artificial divisions, better
relations with the environ-
ment, a more certain future
and more stable life. Ponos
said that Serbia is a “deeply
divided society.” - APP

India, Australia
sign trade pact

NEW DELHI: India and Aus-
tralia on Saturday signed a
trade agreement that re-
moved tariffs on 96% of In-
dian exports, a government
statement said.

The India-Australia Eco-
nomic Cooperation and
Trade Agreement (IndAus
ECTA) was signed in a vir-
tual ceremony by Indian
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal and Australian Trade
Minister Dan Tehan, said an
Australian.

Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi and his Austral-
ian counterpart Scott Mor-
rison also witnessed the
virtual ceremony.

“Signing of IndAus ECTA
in such a short span of time
reflects the depth of the mu-
tual confidence between the
two countries,” Modi said,
following the signing of the
agreement. - APP

Azerhaijan ready for peace process: Jeyhun Bayramov

NEews DEsSk

BAKU: Azerbaijan is
ready to meet halfway if
Armenia is seriously in-
volved in the peace pro-

cess, Foreign Minister
Jeyhun Bayramov has
said.

He made the remarks at
a joint press conference
with Italy’s Foreign Af-
fairs and International
Cooperation Minister
Luigi Di Maio in Baku.

“In recent days, we have
been hearing positive mes-
sages from Armenia in this
direction. I hope this is in-
deed a display of a serious
approach. Azerbaijan has
openly expressed its posi-
tion. If Armenia is really
serious about this process,
then Azerbaijan is ready to
meet halfway and take con-
crete steps,” he added.

The minister stressed
that Italy will provide ad-
ditional support to Azer-
baijan in de-mining liber-
ated territories.

“During the meeting,
we addressed the issues
of mine safety and the
mine-clearing process.
My Italian colleague not-
ed that their companies
would take additional
steps in this regard. They
will help relevant Azerbai-
jani agencies in de-min-
ing,” Bayramov said.

The Azerbaijani minister
informed his counterpart
about the need to cre-
ate a working group on
the delimitation and de-
marcation of the border
between Azerbaijan and
Armenia, the proposals
made to Armenia for a
peace agreement, and
the main basic principles
of this agreement, pre-

sented by Azerbaijan in
February.

Bayramov briefed Luigi
Di Maio about Azerbai-
jan’s proposals to Arme-
nia to open communica-
tions in the region.

He underlined that Italy
has been the first part-
ner country of Azerbaijan
to take part in the resto-
ration of the territories
liberated from Armenian
occupation in the 2020
second Karabakh war.
The minister made the
remarks at the “Azerbai-
jan - Italy: Path to multi-
faceted strategic partner-
ship” conference at ADA
University.

The minister stressed
that Azerbaijan hopes for
Italy’s participation in
the development of joint
projects on renewable en-
ergy sources.

“Azerbaijan is paying great

attention to the develop-
ment of renewable ener-
gy sources. We hope that
Italian companies will take
part in the development of
joint projects in this area,”
Bayramov said.

Speaking about bilateral
economic ties, the minis-
ter noted the importance
of the energy sector.
“There is high-level co-
operation between the
two countries in the oil
and gas sector. The com-
missioning of the Trans
Adriatic Pipeline (TAP)
allowed wus to supply
Azerbaijani gas to Italy,”
Bayramov stated.
Azerbaijan is currently
one of the key partners of
Italy, Luigi Di Maio said
at the joint press confer-
ence.

According to Di Maio, it’s
necessary to diversify ener-
gy resources, and Italy has

plans for energy security.
In his remarks at the
“Azerbaijan - Italy: Path
to multifaceted strategic
partnership” conference
at the ADA University,
the Italian minister de-
scribed Azerbaijan as his
country’s important ener-
gy partner.

According to him, gas
cooperation has become
a very important part of
relations between Azer-
baijan and Italy.

He emphasized that Azer-
baijan and Italy cooper-
ate at a high level not
only in the energy sector
but also in other sectors
of the economy.
According to him, rela-
tions between the coun-
tries are developing in
various fields, both in ed-
ucation and humanitarian
and trade spheres.

The minister added that

Azerbaijan and Italy have
also strengthened their
partnership in the ener-
gy sector thanks to the
launch of the TAP pro-
ject.

“Azerbaijan and Italy
have traditionally friend-
ly relations. These friend-
ly relations are built on
a very solid foundation,”
Bayramov earlier told the
joint press conference af-
ter his meeting with the
Italian counterpart.

He said that Azerbaija-
ni-Italian relations have
successfully  developed
over the past 30 years
and reached the level of
strategic cooperation and
partnership.

“High-level  visits be-
tween the two countries
have played an important
role in developing ties be-
tween the two countries,”
the minister added.
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Taliban
orders ‘strict
banon
opium popny
cultivation

DNA

KABUL: The Taliban has
issued a decree banning
the cultivation of opium
poppy, as the group tries
to assuage international
concerns regarding drug
control in the impoverished
South Asian country.

“As per the decree of the su-
preme leader of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan, all
Afghans are informed that
from now on, cultivation of
poppy has been strictly pro-
hibited across the country,”
the group’s supreme leader
Haibatullah Akhunzada said
on Sunday. “If anyone vio-
lates the decree, the crop will
be destroyed immediately
and the violator will be treat-
ed according to the Sharia
law,” he added at a news con-
ference in the capital, Kabul.
The order said the produc-
tion, use or transport of other
narcotics was also banned.
Drug control has been one
major demand of the inter-
national community to the
Taliban, which took over
the country in August and is
seeking formal international
recognition in order to wind
back sanctions that are se-
verely hampering banking,
business and development.
The group banned poppy
growing towards the end
of their last rule in 2000
as they sought internation-
al legitimacy, but faced a
popular backlash and later
mostly changed its stance,
according to experts.
Following the decree, Afghan-
istan’s acting Deputy Prime
Minister Abdul Salam Hanafi
urged the international com-
munity to cooperate with the
country in the treatment of
drug addicts and to help farm-
ers diversify their business,
local agency TOLOnews re-
ported. Poppy cultivation is a
key revenue source for many
impoverished farmers in the
country which has seen rela-
tive peace since the USled for-
eign forces withdrew after 20
years of war and occupation.

US wants
Pak to play
its role in
Afghanistan

WEB DESK

WASHINGTON:  Despite
growing tensions in bilateral
ties, the United States still
wants Pakistan to continue
playing its role in bringing
peace and stability to Af-
ghanistan. On March 31,
both Pakistan and the Unit-
ed States participated in
yet another meeting of the
so-called Extended Troika
for Afghanistan, which also
includes Russia and China.
All four countries sent their
special envoys for Afghanistan
to the ancient Chinese city of
Tunxi which also hosted the
foreign ministers of China, Rus-
sia, Pakistan, Iran, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan
for another meeting. After the
troika meeting, a spokesper-
son for the Chinese Ministry
for Foreign Affairs, Wang Wen-
bin, noted that “China, the US,
Russia and Pakistan are all
countries with significant in-
fluence on the Afghan issue,”
a key point that also echoed
at a US State Department’s
latest news briefing. “These
are countries that have a good
degree of leverage with the
Taliban, and the ‘Extended
Troika’ has, in the past, been
a constructive forum, and it is
critical that the international
community remain united in
its approach to Afghanistan,”
State Department spokesper-
son Ned Price said.

“It is especially critical with
countries that have a good
deal of leverage with the Tali-
ban. The United States would
be included in that, Russia
would be included in that, the
People’s Republic of China
would be included in that, and
Pakistan would be included
in that.” The US official said
that it was “incumbent on all
of these countries to use that
leverage to push the Taliban
in the right direction.”

Mr Price said that US in-
terests in Afghanistan “are
aligned with the members of
the troika,” that includes Pa-
kistan, which has the longest
border with Afghanistan and
policy makers in Washing-
ton believe that Islamabad
still has enough leverage
on the Taliban to influence
their policymaking.

Ambassadors of Jordan, Iraq, DHM Somalia, Ambassadors of Palestine and South Afrida. —

ISLAMABAD: CEO Serena Hotels South and East Asia Aziz Boolani hosted dinner for the outgoing Ambassador of Somalia
Khadija Al Makhzoumi. Seen in the picture are from left to right sitting, Ambassadors of Morocco, Turkey, wife of Turkish
ambassador, Representative TRNC, wife of Jordan Ambassador, Khadija Al Makhzoumi Ambassador of Somalia, Mrs. Aziz

Boolani, wife of Palestine ambassador, daughter of Morocco Ambassador and husband of TRNC Representative. Standing
from left to right; Editor Islamabad POST/CENTRELINE, Ansar M Bhatti, Ambassador of Nigeria, host Aziz Boolani,
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EU-China summit for
stability in Ukraine

President of the European Commission Ursula von der Leyen said: “We
underlined, that the Russian invasion of Ukraine is not only a defining moment
for our continent, but also for our relationship with the rest of the world

DNA

BRUSSELS: The European Union and Chi-
na held their 23rd bilateral Summit via vid-
eoconference on 1 April 2022. President of
the European Council, Charles Michel, and
President of the European Commission,
Ursula von der Leyen, held the Summit
meeting with China’s Prime Minister Li Ke-
qiang, followed by exchanges with China’s
President Xi Jinping.

President of the European Council Charles
Michel said: “As major global powers, the EU
and China must work together on stopping
Russia’s war in Ukraine as soon as possible.
We have a common responsibility to main-
tain peace and stability, and a safe and sus-
tainable world. Key international norms and
principles must be respected. We count on
China’s support to achieve a lasting cease-

fire, to stop the unjustifiable war and address
the dramatic humanitarian crisis it has gen-
erated.” President of the European Commis-
sion Ursula von der Leyen said: “We under-
lined, that the Russian invasion of Ukraine
is not only a defining moment for our conti-
nent, but also for our relationship with the
rest of the world. There must be respect for
international law, as well as for Ukraine’s
sovereignty and territorial integrity. China,
as a permanent member of the UN Security
Council, has a special responsibility. No Eu-
ropean citizen would understand any support
to Russia’s ability to wage war. We also dis-
cussed how to cooperate on several issues
like global food security, climate change and
the fight against COVID.”

Russia’s military aggression against
Ukraine: The EU and China discussed ex-
tensively Russia’s military aggression against
Ukraine, which is endangering global securi-

ty and the world’s economy, as well as food
and energy security. The EU highlighted that
its key priority is to stop Russia’s unjustified
and unprovoked invasion of Ukraine, a sover-
eign country and a key EU partner. The EU
also emphasised the importance for Russia
to allow humanitarian access and safeguard
humanitarian corridors, and to refrain from
targeting civilian population and infrastruc-
ture. Recalling the EU’s and China’s respon-
sibility as global actors to work for peace and
stability, the EU called on China to support
efforts to bring about an immediate end to
the bloodshed in Ukraine, consistent with
China’s role in the world as a permanent
member of the UN Security Council, and its
uniquely close relations with Russia. The EU
underlined that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
violated key norms and principles of interna-
tional law as expressed in the UN Charter
and the foundational documents of the OSCE,

notably respect for sovereignty and territori-
al integrity. By doing so, Russia purposefully
undermined Europe’s security architecture,
including the Helsinki Final act, the Charter
of Paris and the Budapest Memorandum, to
which it is party. The EU recalled that the
international sanctions against Russia were
imposed with the sole purpose of stopping
Russia’s aggression and despite a signifi-
cant economic impact on the EU and its
partners globally. Any circumvention of the
effects of the sanctions or any aid provided
to Russia would prolong the bloodshed and
lead to even greater losses of civilian lives
and economic disruption. The EU will work
with its partners to bring Russia and those
responsible for Russia’s war against Ukraine
and for any violations of international and
international humanitarian law to account.
Any attempts to circumvent sanctions or to
aid Russia by other means must be stopped.

At least six dead in
California shooting

A video posted online showed
people scuffling in the street,

Taliban restrict women’s
rights as 1solation looms

then starting to run as
gunfire can be heard

SAN FRANCISCO: At least six people were killed
and nine more wounded in a shooting in the Califor-
nia state capital of Sacramento early Sunday, police
said. “Officers located at least 15 shooting victims,
including 6 who are deceased,” Sacramento police
said in a statement on Twitter.

In an earlier tweet at just after 4.00 am (1100 GMT) they
had called for people to avoid the area “as a large police
presence will remain and the scene remains active.”

A video posted online showed people scuffling in the
street, then starting to run as gunfire can be heard. AFP
could not verify the footage. The shooting occurred in
the downtown area, which has many bars and restaurants.
Police provided few other details.

It is the latest mass casualty shooting in the United
States, where firearms are used in approximately
40,000 deaths a year, including suicides, according
to the Gun Violence Archive website. Lax gun laws
and the right to bear arms have repeatedly stymied
attempts to clamp down on the number of weapons
in circulation, despite greater controls being favored
by the majority of Americans. — Agencies
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KABUL: By going back on girls’ educa-
tion and tightening restrictions against
women, the Taliban are going against
key conditions set by Western donors
for much-needed economic assistance.
The Taliban are putting dress codes in
place for women in Afghanistan

Since the Taliban took over Afghani-
stan in August 2021, rising living costs
and unemployment have left many
people with barely enough money to
buy food. However, the Taliban govern-
ment has no solution for stopping the
collapse of Afghanistan’s economy.
Instead, the Islamist militant group
has decided to focus on setting up
rules of conduct and dress codes for
women based on a fundamentalist in-
terpretation of Islam.

New, stricter, rules are announced
almost every day. For example, since
Sunday, women are only allowed to
board an airplane in the company of a

man. According to a letter sent by the
Taliban to the airlines operating in Af-
ghanistan, this applies to both domes-
tic and international flights. However,
the Associated Press reported Tuesday
that woman have been traveling alone
from Kabul airport, a sign that some of
the Taliban’s orders are being ignored.
The Taliban are also set to reintroduce
a dress code calling for women to wear
burqas that fully cover their bodies.
Since March 29, all female employees
working in government authorities and
ministries have been required to cover
their bodies completely.

This week, some rules for public life
also became stricter. Visiting public
parks, for instance, will soon be di-
vided by gender. In the future, wom-
en will be granted access only three
days a week and access to the parks
will be limited to men on the remain-
ing four days. There are also new
rules for male employees working for
authorities and ministries requiring
them to grow a beard, wear tradition-

al Afghan clothing and pray together.
The Taliban also recently back-
tracked on a promise to allow girls to
attend school.

Secondary schools for girls will be
opened once “appropriate dress
codes” are agreed upon for students
aged 12 and older, according to a
statement issued last week by the
Ministry for the “Promotion of Vir-
tue and Prevention of Vice.”

This ministry was set up in place of the
Ministry of Women’s Affairs after the
Taliban took power in August.

“The new restrictions were created
by old and uncompromising Taliban
leaders,” Afghanistan expert Tariq
Farhadi told DW. An advisor to former
Afghan President Ashraf Ghani, Far-
hadi believes that the radical wing of
the Taliban has prevailed in an internal
power struggle. “For them, ideology is
more important than the welfare of the
citizens. They have no interest in the
Taliban’s rule being recognized by the
world community,” he said.

Ukraine’s Kuleba called for G7 nations to impose immediate “devastating” sanctions
against Russia as a result. But despite Western action targeting oligarchs and businesses
— and calls to go further - the Kremlin said it was not possible to isolate Russia entirely

DNA

BUCHA: Ukraine and Western nations
on Sunday accused Russian troops of war
crimes after the discovery of mass graves
and “executed” civilians near Kyiv, prompt-
ing vows of action at the International Crim-
inal Court. Britain, France, Germany, the
US and NATO all voiced horror at Ukraini-
an reports on Saturday of nearly 300 bodies
lying in the street in Bucha, with some ap-
pearing to have been bound by their hands
and feet before being shot.

City mayor Anatoly Fedoruk told AFP that
280 other bodies had been buried in mass
graves. One rescue official said 57 people
were found in one hastily dug trench behind
a church. About 10 were either unburied or
only partially covered by earth.

Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Dmytro Kule-
ba called it a “deliberate massacre” while
President Volodymyr Zelensky said Russian
forces were committing “genocide”. His

KYIV: The Ukrainian military said Russian troops have completed their pull-
back from the country’s north. The military’s General Staff said that Russian
units have withdrawn from areas in the country’s north to neighbouring Bela-
rus, which served as a staging ground for the Russian offensive. The Ukrain-
ian military said its airborne forces have taken full control of the town of
Pripyat just outside the decommissioned Chernobyl nuclear power plant and
the section of the border with Belarus. It posted a picture of the Ukrainian
soldier putting up the country’s flag with a shelter containing the Chernobyl
reactor that exploded in 1986 seen in the background. — Agencies

spokesman, Sergiy Nikiforov, said earlier
the Bucha killing “looks exactly like war
crimes”. “We found mass graves. We found
people with their hands and with their legs
tied up... and with shots, bullet holes, in the
back of their head,” he told the BBC.

“They were clearly civilians and they were
executed.” US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken called the killings “a punch to the
gut” while NATO chief Jens Stoltenberg
said the violence, unseen in Europe for dec-

ades, was “horrific” and “absolutely unac-
ceptable”. Britain, France, Germany, Italy
and the European Union all called for those
responsible to be brought to book at the in-
ternational tribunal in The Hague.

Ukraine’s Kuleba called for G7 nations to
impose immediate “devastating” sanctions
against Russia as a result. But despite West-
ern action targeting oligarchs and businesses
- and calls to go further - the Kremlin said
it was not possible to isolate Russia entirely.

“There can be no complete vacuum or isola-
tion of Russia. It is technologically impossible
in the modern world,” Kremlin spokesman
Dmitry Peskov told Russian state television.
The world is “much larger than Europe”, he
said, adding: “Sooner or later we will have to
build a dialogue, whether some overseas want
it or not.” Europe’s worst conflict in decades,
sparked by Russia’s invasion on February 24,
has already left some 20,000 people dead,
according to Ukrainian estimates. Nearly
4.2 million Ukrainians have fled the country,
with almost 40,000 pouring into neighbour-
ing countries in the last 24 hours alone, the
UN refugee agency said. Nearly 6.48 mil-
lion were estimated to be displaced inside
Ukraine, the International Organization for
Migration has assessed.

Pope Francis, on a visit to Malta on Sunday,
made a plea for refugees fleeing the “sacrile-
gious war” in “tormented Ukraine” to be wel-
comed. Several Western leaders, including US
President Joe Biden, have already accused Rus-
sia’s Vladimir Putin of being a “war criminal”.

Sacked
governor
Sarwar
blasts PTI
leadership

DNA

LAHORE: Former governor
Chaudhry Muhammad Sar-
war lambasted the PTI lead-
ership Sunday after he was
removed from office, with
sources saying the decision
was taken at PML-Q leader
Chaudhry Parvez Elahi’s
request. The ex-governor,
addressing a press confer-
ence shortly after being
sacked, said if there is an
foreign conspiracy against
the incumbent government
then it was electing Buzdar
as the chief minister.
Sarwar said that despite
having several prominent
candidates, including Fawad
Chaudhry, Imran Khan de-
cided to pick Usman Buzdar
as the chief minister — as
only he could move Punjab
towards the goal of “Naya
Pakistan”. “All of PTI work-
ers — in Punjab, Pakistan
— and the federal ministers
complained to us whether
this was the Pakistan that
we wanted where the chief
secretary and inspector
general are changed every
three months,” the former
governor said.

Sarwar said keeping aside
everyone'’s reservations, he
vowed to stand behind the
prime minister. “On the one
hand, there was the prime
minister and on the other, it
was the entire PTL.”
“Bribery has reached the
grassroots levels, but we
vowed to stand with Im-
ran Khan.” The ex-gover-
nor said that when he had
presented the proposal of
resigning voluntarily, then
why was there a need to dis-
miss him. “Shah Mahmood
Qureshi and Pervez Khattak
are witnesses to it.”

Sarwar said he was asked
to do “unconstitutional
things”. He explained that
once Buzdar had resigned
from his post, despite it
not being approved and no-
tified, the prime minister
and PTI leadership asked
him to call a session of the
Punjab Assembly to elect
the new CM.

“I asked them to not make
me do illegal things [...] T
told them that they can have
me resign, but I will not do
unconstitutional acts,” the
ex-governor said. Minister
for Information and Broad-
casting Fawad Chaudhry,
announcing the govern-
ment’s decision, said that
PTI leader Omer Sarfaraz
Cheema has been appointed
as the new Punjab governor.

Iran says
agreement
in Vienna
nuclear
talks ‘close’

News DEsk

TEHRAN: Iran’s Foreign
Minister Hossein Amir-Ab-
dollahian said Sunday an
agreement is “close” in
paused negotiations to
restore the 2015 nuclear
deal between Tehran and
world powers. Iran has been
engaged in negotiations
to revive the deal, known
formally as the Joint Com-
prehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), with France, Ger-
many, Britain, Russia and
China directly, and the Unit-
ed States indirectly.

“We are close to an agree-
ment in the negotiations,”
Amir-Abdollahian said dur-
ing a phone conversation
with UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres, accord-
ing to a statement by the
ministry. Iranian and US
delegations in Vienna do
not communicate directly,
but messages are passed
through other participants
and the European Union,
the talks’ coordinator.

“We have passed on our
proposals on the remain-
ing issues to the American
side through the EU senior
negotiator, and now the ball
is in US court,” Iran’s top
diplomat added. According
to the Iranian statement,
Guterres stressed the im-
portance of the Vienna talks
and expressed hope that
the parties would reach an
agreement as soon as pos-
sible. Nearly a year of nego-
tiations brought the parties
close to renewing the land-
mark 2015 accord.

But the talks were halted
last month, after Russia
demanded guarantees that
Western sanctions imposed
following its invasion of
Ukraine would not damage
its trade with Iran.

Published by Ansar Mahmood Bhatti, Printed at Rohani Art Press, Islamabad Ph: 051-2266165,

Email: newsroomisbpost@gmail.com



